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sikkim loses record number of 9 
lives to Covid; toll climbs to 192

Summit RepoRt
Gangtok, 13 May: 

sikkim’s COVID death toll reached 
192 on Thursday with confirmation 

arriving of nine more persons having 
lost their lives to novel coronavirus in-
fection in the last 24 hours. 

This is the highest single-day COVID 
fatality number for sikkim. 

Of nine COVID deaths, eight were 
recorded in sTNM Hospital and one at 
Central Referral Hospital, Tadong. 

This week has been especially ruth-
less when it comes to fatalities with 25 
COVID-related deaths recorded in the 
last four days starting with two COVID 
deaths on Monday and then eight 
deaths on Tuesday, six on Wednesday 
and now these nine deaths.

Fatalities in the second wave, start-
ing with the first death recorded on 05 
April after a gap of two months, now 
stands at 56 in 38 days. 

Also today, 231 new cases of novel 
coronavirus were reported in the last 
24 hours in sikkim taking the state’s 
tally of confirmed cases of COVID-19 to 
10,623. 

There are now 2,946 active cases of 

coronavirus in sikkim, of whom 16 are 
currently admitted in the ICU facility of 
STNM Hospital and 10 in the ICU facili-
ty of CRH, Tadong.

In the testing of 681 samples on 
Wednesday, 169 returned positive in 

RT-PCR testing of 511 samples and 62 
in rapid antigen testing of 168 samples. 

Of the 231 new cases, 134 were 
registered in East District, 79 in south 
District, 14 in West District and 04 in 
North District.

On a positive note, 142 more people 
were discharged from home isolation 
after completing their isolation peri-
od to further improve the figure of re-
covered cases of COVID-19 in sikkim 
to 7,277.  

CM underlines need for 
safety during festivities

Summit RepoRt
Gangtok, 13 May: 

Chief Minister Ps Tamang, his his Id-ul-Fitr greet-
ings to the people, has highlighted: “As we are 

reeling under the difficult circumstances caused by 
the second wave of COVID-19, let us not forget to safe-
guard the health and well-being of oneself and others, 
even during the festivities.”

Reiterating the need for physical distancing and 
avoiding public gatherings, the CM shares that Id-ul-
Fitr signifies universal peace and harmony as per the 
teachings of the Holy Quran. 

He also expresses belief that the occasion will be 
the harbinger of peace, progress, prosperity and hap-
piness, strengthening the bonds of communal harmo-
ny, brotherhood and amity, which are the hallmarks of 
sikkim’s glorious pluralistic traditions. 

Cm inspects options to decongest 
Gangtok roads, better utilise govt infra

Summit RepoRt
Gangtok, 13 May:

Chief Minister Ps Tamang, 
accompanied by Urban 

Development Minister Arun 
Upreti, MLA GT Dhungel, con-
cerned councillors and HoDs, 
carried out an inspection drive 
of Gangtok and surrounding 
areas, focussing primarily 
Tadong Government senior 
secondary school, which, the 
CM writes in a Facebook post, 
needs urgent attention. 

“We toured the roadside ar-
eas and discussed proper road 
connectivity by integrating 
several parts that have been 
previously left out or have di-
lapidated road conditions. sev-
eral development works were 
also discussed including park-
ing facilities, gym halls and 
toilet facilities. Construction of 
a foot-over bridge at strategic 

locations was also proposed as 
well as the renovation of wait-
ing sheds and roadside beauti-
fication,” he details.

Expanding water sourc-
es and construction of water 
tanks were also considered 
along with concerns like drain-
age and sewerage system.

Most importantly, he adds, 
buildings and lands owned 
by the government were in-
spected and officials directed 
to deliberate ways and means 
for better utilisation of these 
properties.

The inspection drive start-
ed from shiva Mandir, Pani 
House and moved towards 
Nar Bahadur Bhandari De-
gree College via Animal Hus-
bandry Department premis-
es, where several concerns, 
including constructions to 
further enhance the college, 

were discussed. 
A government-owned site 

consisting of an old structure 
at 6th Mile was also inspected 

and officials directed to look 
into utilising it suitably.

sFA extends support to 
footballer headed for major 

operation, seeks more support
Summit RepoRt
Gangtok, 13 May: 

sikkim Football Asso-
ciation has come for-

ward to support an ailing 
woman footballer from 
sikkim, Pabitra Limboo. 

sFA has released 
a sum of Rs 25,000 as 
support and extended 
prayers for a success-
ful operation and early 
recovery.  Pabitra, a na-
tional level footballer, 
has been taken down to 
Neotia in siliguri where 
she will undergo a major 
operation soon.

A press release from 
sFA president, Menla 
Ethenpa has further 
requested other mem-
bers of the football 
fraternity and general 
public to come forward 
and help in their indi-
vidual capacitiew as the 

operation is projected to 
cost between Rs 5 to 6 
lakhs. 

sFA has also request-
ed the sports & Youth Af-
fairs Department to take 
up the matter with the 
state government and ex-
tend some financial help 
for her treatment.

Pabitra Limboo hails 
from remote West sik-
kim and comes from an 
economically underprivi-
leged family and had met 
with an accident in the 
football field last week 
while training young 
players. 

It is added that she 
fell and is now unable 
to hold her neck, lift her 
arms or get up by herself. 
She is also facing difficul-
ty in swallowing food or 
even water, has swelling 
on her face.

Over 4,000 Covid-deaths 
for second straight day

New Delhi, 13 May 
[Reuters]: India re-
corded more than 4,000 
Covid-19 deaths for 
a second straight day 
on Thursday, while in-
fections stayed below 
400,000 for a fourth day, 
though the virus has be-
come rampant in rural 
areas where cases can go 
unreported due to a lack 
of testing.

Experts remain un-
sure when numbers 
will peak and concern is 
growing about the trans-
missibility of the variant 
that is driving infections 
in India and spreading 
worldwide.

Bhramar Mukherjee, 
a professor of epidemi-
ology at the University 
of Michigan, said most 
models had predicted a 
peak this week and that 
the country could be see-
ing signs of that trend.

still, the number of 
new cases each day is 
large enough to over-
whelm hospitals, she 
said on Twitter. “The key 
word is cautious opti-
mism.”

The situation is par-
ticularly bad in rural 
areas of Uttar Pradesh, 
India’s most populous 
state with a population 
of over 230 million. 
Television pictures 
have shown families 
weeping over the dead 

in rural hospitals or 
camping in wards to tend 
the sick.

Bodies have washed 
up in the Ganges, the riv-
er that flows through the 
state, as crematoriums 
are overwhelmed and 
wood for funeral pyres is 
in short supply.

“Official statistics give 
you no idea of the devas-
tating pandemic that is 
raging through rural UP,” 
wrote well-known activ-
ist and opposition poli-
tician Yogendra Yadav in 
The Print.

“Widespread igno-
rance, lack of nearby or 
adequate testing facili-
ties, official and unoffi-
cial cap on testing and 
inordinate delays in test 
reports have meant that 
in village after village, 
virtually no one has been 
tested, while scores of 
people complain of a 
‘strange fever’”.

According to health 
ministry data, India had 
362,727 new Covid-19 
infections over the last 
24 hours while deaths 
climbed by 4,120.

The surge in infec-
tions has been accompa-
nied by a slowdown in 
vaccinations, although 
Prime Minister Naren-
dra Modi announced that 
vaccinations would be 
open to all adults from 
May 1.

WB guv shown black flags at Sitalkuchi
Cooch Behar, May 13 
(PTI): West Bengal Gov-
ernor Jagdeep Dhankhar 
was on Thursday shown 
black flags at Sitalkuchi, 
where five persons died 
on election day, when he 
went there to visit peo-
ple allegedly affected in 
post poll violence.

Dhankhar, whose vis-
it to Cooch Behar was 
roundly criticised by 
Chief Minister Mama-
ta Banerjee, was shown 
black flags by some peo-
ple at Golokganj as his 
convoy travelled from 
Mathabhanga to sitalku-
chi though a posse of po-
licemen put up a human 
wall to prevent protest-
ers from coming down 
on the road.

Posters and placards 
criticising the visit of the 

governor were also seen 
at Jorpatki, the scene of 
firing by central armed 
police force (CAPF) 
that killed four persons 
on April 10 during the 
fourth phase polling.

A first time voter was 
also killed at sitalkuchi 
while waiting outside a 
polling booth to exercise 
his franchise.

Dhankhar went to 
Mathabhanga and si-
talkuchi in Cooch Behar 
district in north Bengal 
and talked to people 
who claimed to have 
suffered attacks at the 
hands of goons owing 
allegiance to the ruling 
Trinamool Congress af-
ter the election results 
were announced on May 
2.

Women were seen 

wailing and falling at the 
governor’s feet claiming 
that all their belongings 
had been looted and the 
men had fled their homes 
to escape attacks.

BJP MP Nisith Pra-
manik accompanied 
Dhankhar during his vis-
it to the areas, where the 
saffron party has alleged 
loot and attack on its 
workers by goons owing 
allegiance to TMC.

TMC spokesman 
Kunal Ghosh accusing 
the governor of parti-
san attitude claimed 
that Dhankhar went to 
the houses of some BJP 
workers selectively.

He also claimed that 
Dhankhar was working 
at the bidding of the BJP 
and was taking along its 
leaders during his visit.

‘No internet, no vaccination’: Jab 
race exposes India’s digital divide

New Delhi, 13 May 
[AFP]: It’s 2:00 am and 
Ananya Maskara’s face is 
lit up by her smartphone 
as she nervously scrolls 
through a list -- look-
ing for a green or yel-
low tab indicating that a 
Covid-19 vaccination slot 
is available in New Delhi.

For anyone aged be-
tween 18 and 44, getting 
a slot in the expanded 
vaccination drive -- al-
ready plagued by short-
ages and political squab-
bles -- has been like 
buying tickets for a rock 
concert where popular 
bands sell out in minutes.

“It was... a rollercoaster 
of emotions,” the 19-year-
old told AFP of her frantic, 
multi-day search to find a 
slot online or app vaccina-
tion portals.

“It was really diffi-
cult... A lot of my friends 

haven’t gotten a slot un-
til now and they are still 
waiting.”

Maskara, like millions 
of younger Indians terri-
fied by the current surge in 
infections, is rushing to get 
vaccinated against the coro-
navirus after the country 
this month opened up its in-
oculation drive to all adults.

But the expansion 
came with restrictions, 
including only online 
registrations for the 
18-44-year-olds, locking 
out up to half of popula-
tion, particularly in poor 
and rural areas, who 
don’t have smartphones 
or internet access.

Numerous states are 
also struggling with vac-
cine shortages, meaning 
there are limited slots 
available for the up to 
600 million people in the 
18-44 cohort now eligi-

ble for jabs.
Maskara was eventu-

ally successful in finding 
a slot, but many oth-
ers are still desperately 
searching.

“I have better chanc-
es of winning the lottery 
than getting a vaccination 
shot,” grumbled one Mum-
bai-based Twitter user.

so far, only three per-
cent of the country’s 1.3 
billion people -- or 39.5 
million -- are fully vacci-
nated with both doses. 
An additional 10.6 per-
cent have received just 
their first shot.

Hackathon
Techies have devel-

oped workarounds to 
help users in some cities 
where slots have been 
opening up at random 
times of day and are 
filled within one or two 
minutes.
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Data discrepancy amid virus crisis in nepal could spell disaster

BINOD GhIMIRe
Kathmandu, 13 May [Kathmandu-
Post]: Last year, when the country was in 
the grip of the first wave of the pandem-
ic, there were concerns if the government 
was failing to provide the actual informa-
tion. Officials in November told the Post 
that the number of Covid-19 deaths could 
be far higher than what the Health Minis-
try was reporting.
And on February 24, the government re-
leased new data, adding 619 deaths at-
tributed to Covid-19 infections. Thereaf-
ter, there was a dramatic decline in new 
cases of the coronavirus, surprising even 
the experts.

Now the country’s second wave is slid-
ing into a devastating crisis, with hospitals 
forced to turn away patients for lack of 
beds and oxygen and daily new infections 
inching closer to the 10,000 mark, and 
concerns are growing if the death toll is 
being underreported.

It was also evident from the discrepan-
cy in the numbers released by the Health 
Ministry and the Nepal Army, which is 
tasked with managing the bodies of those 
succumbing to Covid-19.

The ministry on Tuesday said that the 
nationwide death toll stood at 4,084, but 
the Nepal Army said on Wednesday that it 
had dealt with 4,682 bodies so far.

The difference was 598—15 percent 
higher than the government claim.

Almost none to minimal communica-
tion has been the hallmark of the KP shar-
ma Oli administration ever since it took of-
fice. Misinformation starting right from Oli 
since the coronavirus first hit the country 
has continued even when a second wave 
has engulfed the country.

Even as the country’s healthcare sys-
tem was cracking, with over 50 deaths a 
day and hospitals overwhelmed, Oli boast-
fully said in an interview with CNN that 
“the situation is under control”.

The statement came exactly a week 
after the Health Ministry said things had 
become unmanageable.

Public health experts and doctors who 
have been constantly saying that the con-
tagion has already spiralled out of control 
say the government, which made a spec-
tacular bungling in handling the pandem-
ic, now appears to be hiding the data.

“There is discrepancy in the data,” Brig-
adier General shantosh Ballave Poudyal, 
the Nepal Army spokesperson, told the 
Post. “It needs to be reconciled which I be-
lieve has already begun.”

The Health Ministry, which updates 
the coronavirus situation in the country, 
three days ago suddenly stopped giving 
the number of deaths reported “in the last 
24 hours”.

On sunday, the ministry’s situation 
report said the death toll of 88 was based 
on the compilation of bodies managed 
by the Army and figures prepared by the 
Covid-19 Crisis Management Centre, a 
government task force formed to fight 
the pandemic. That created confusion, as 
many thought those were deaths of a sin-
gle day (24 hours).

On Wednesday, the Health Ministry 
said the death toll reached 4,252, adding 
168, the number of fatalities based on the 
data provided by the Army.

Officials at the Health Ministry, how-
ever, deny there is any discrepancy. Ac-
cording to them, data from the Army could 
have been higher because they “might 
have” managed also the bodies of those 
who didn’t succumb to the coronavirus.

That reasoning sounds exactly like 
what Oli said last year that no one is dying 
from the coronavirus in Nepal. Oli from 
the Parliament’s lectern had even made a 
claim that Nepalis have immunity strong 
enough to fight the virus.

Dr Jageshwar Gautam, spokesperson 
for the Health Ministry, argued that there 
could be a “slight” difference due to “some 
errors” in counting.

“But I don’t see any reason for a huge 
difference,” Gautam told the Post. “We can 
tally the number case by case if necessary.”

The Army, however, refused to buy the 
claim that it has managed also the bodies 
of those people who died without testing 
positive for the coronavirus.

The mechanism to manage the bod-
ies of people dying of Covid-19 is under 
the Covid-19 Crisis Management Centre, 
called CCMC, led by Deputy Prime Minister 
Ishwar Pokhrel.

Respective hospitals report to 
Covid-19 Crisis Management Centre about 

the casualties, and it then reports the re-
spective divisions of the national defence 
force. The Army’s respective divisions are 
responsible to mobilise the dead body 
management squad to the respective hos-
pitals.

The Nepal Army has eight divisions, 
one each in the seven provinces and the 
Kathmandu Valley.

Poudyal, the Army spokesperson, said 
the national defence force’s squads take 
custody of the dead bodies only after the 
death certificates are produced before 
them, and such documents must mention 
if the person had Covid-19.

sources at the Army say that there is 
a problem in record keeping at the Health 
Ministry.

Officials say there is a lack of coordina-
tion among various levels of government 
agencies, which could be leading to the 
under-reporting of Covid-19 deaths. since 
contact tracing has not been effective, 
there is no data on the people who are in 
isolation and anyone dying without reach-
ing hospitals.

According to Army sources, the Health 
Ministry’s update includes reports re-
ceived until 1pm of the day. Those who die 
after 1 pm aren’t included in the earlier 
day’s briefing and that needs to be adjust-
ed in the next day’s figures, which accord-
ing to the Army sources, might have been 
missing.

Officials at CCMC said that the Army 
has raised the issue at the CCMC meetings 
for a while, as a result the ministry started 
adjusting the toll.

On Tuesday, the Army’s record showed 
the death toll was 186, while the minis-
try’s data put it at 225.

However, Monday’s situation update 
of the ministry put the figure at 139 while 

the actual toll was 165.
The Army believes the higher figure 

on Tuesday than the actual number could 
have been the result of the ministry’s at-
tempt to adjust the data.

Officials at CCMC refused to comment.
In a text reply to the Post, Khag Raj 

Baral, a secretary at the Prime Minister’s 
Office who is also a member of CCMC, said 
the officials at the Epidemiology and Dis-
ease Control Division can speak on the 
matter.

Officials at the division were not avail-
able for comments.

Experts say the coronavirus situation 
has turned into a grave crisis, with many 
believing the insidious double mutant 
variant from India as the cause, and a lack 
of proper communication from govern-
ment officials and attempts to hide the fig-
ures could lead to catastrophe.

statistics can help experts analyse the 
exact situation and suggest measures to 
control the pandemic.

Just as the number of active cases 
crossed the 100,000 mark, Nepal also 
overtook India in terms of daily infections 
per million. similarly, Nepal’s daily deaths 
per million too surged past India.

India, with which Nepal shares a long 
porous border, is currently the worst 
hit country in the world, reporting over 
300,000 new infections a day for the past 
few weeks, at times crossing the 400,000 
mark. India’s infection tally has already 
surged past 20 million. Daily death count 
is averaging over 3,000.

Experts say some important issues 
are attached when the government deals 
with situations like the current pandemic. 
While deaths should not be treated merely 
as numbers, authorities must maintain the 
figures carefully so as to assess the actual 
situation and to make the fight against the 
disease strong and more effective, accord-
ing to them.

“The under-reporting by the Health 
Ministry is basically the result of a lack 
of coordination in data sharing,” said Dr 
Praveen Mishra, former secretary at the 
Ministry of Health. “The government’s 
data sharing, from the local level to the 
central level, is very bureaucratic. There 
should be a single window. The govern-
ment should be mindful, as fudging data 
could not only ruin its credibility but also 
put citizens’ lives at risk.”

The Oli administration which is not 
tired of thumping its chest for “con-
trolling” the virus with minimal loss of 
lives has been too slow to recognise that 
the pandemic has shaken the country’s 
health system.

Hospitals have already stopped taking 
in new patients, while many are treating 

people outside–on the ground, in chairs 
and tables.

Oli on saturday even went on to blame 
the people for spreading the virus, say-
ing they became negligent, ignoring the 
fact that his own party organised a huge 
demonstration in the heart of Kathmandu 
in February.

Two days later, in an opinion piece in 
The Guardian, he conceded that the coun-
try is burdened by the Covid-19 pandemic 
and sought support from the international 
community.

But many say Oli’s appeal is too little, 
too late, as the global focus is currently on 
India, whose deepening virus crisis has 
emerged as a threat to the world. Nepal 
currently does not have vaccines and there 
are concerns if the country would run out 
of other medical supplies very soon as 
there are no international flights. With 
the rising number of Covid-19 cases, the 
demand for oxygen in hospitals has gone 
up and there is neither enough production 
nor enough cylinders.

Apart from his appeal on Monday 
through the UK newspaper and his May 2 
address to the nation to the international 
community, the Oli administration has not 
activated diplomatic channels to seek sup-
port.

Human Rights Watch on Monday said 
that Nepal government must act urgently 
to avoid a looming Covid-19 catastrophe.

The rights watchdog also wondered if 
the Oli administration is indeed paying at-
tention to the Covid-19 crisis.

“The government’s willingness to devote 
its attention to the crisis remains unclear,” it 
said. “International NGOs have been unable 
to transfer funds to the government because 
the bureaucracy is unable to complete pa-
perwork due to Covid-19 cases among min-
isters and officials.”

“In discussions among development 
agencies in the final week of April, seen by 
Human Rights Watch, international officials 
spoke of a lack of clarity from the government 
as to its priority needs, and also a lack of infor-
mation among themselves about such basic 
matters as the country’s medical oxygen infra-
structure,” it added.

Amid such a crisis, underreporting of cas-
es, deaths, stock of oxygen and beds by the 
government could spell a disaster, experts say.

“I believe the Army’s data is accurate, 
as it is working in the field,” Dr GD Thakur, 
former director at the Epidemiology and 
Disease Control Division, told the Post. 
“There are serious lapses of coordination 
among government agencies. Lower death 
figure by the government also makes it 
claim that it has managed to keep the fa-
tality rate down, which actually is not the 
case.”

Over 200 Cr COVID-19 shots to be 
available by end of 2021: Centre

New Delhi, 13 May 
[NDTV]: More than 200 
crore doses of coronavi-
rus vaccines will likely 
be available in India be-
tween August to Decem-
ber this year, a top gov-
ernment advisor said on 
Thursday, raising hopes 
that the country may be 
able to overcome set-
backs from its inocula-
tion strategy.

Those doses would 
include 75 crore of As-
traZeneca’s, vaccine, pro-
duced in India by the se-
rum Institute of India, as 
well as 55 crore doses of 
Covaxin, made by Bharat 
Biotech, government ad-
visor VK Paul told report-
ers at a news conference 
on Thursday.

“Two billion doses 
(216 crore) will be made 
in the country in five 
months for India and for 
people of India. The vac-
cine will be available for 
all as we move forward,” 
the NITI Aayog member 
said, adding by the first 
quarter of the next year, 
the number is likely to be 
300 crore.

Despite being the 
global hub of vaccine 
manufacturing, India has 
been able to fully vacci-
nate less than 3 per cent 
of its population so far 
as Prime Minister Naren-
dra Modi’s government 
has faced accusations of 
dropping the ball on ac-
quiring enough vaccines 
on time.

Now, with the central 
government dumping 
much of the vaccination 
burden on states, several 
of them have reported an 
acute shortage of stocks 
and have been compelled 
to invite international 
bids to vaccinate their 
residents.

Under searing crit-
icism for its missteps, 
PM Modi’s government 
has announced a host of 
measures in recent days 
including plans to boost 
oxygen supply as well as 
efforts to address the bad 
publicity with a drive to 
push “positive” narra-
tives that the opposition 
has labelled propaganda.

The estimates for re-
plenishing vaccine stocks 
include 30 crore doses 
of the shot developed by 
India’s Biological E, 20 
crore doses of Novavax 
from serum Institute, 
15.6 crore doses of sput-
nik V, 10 crore doses of 
Bharat Biotech’s nasal 
vaccine, 5 crore from Zy-
dus Cadila, and 6 crore 
doses of Gennova.

Dr VK Paul also told 
reporters that a consign-
ment of Russia’s sputnik 

vaccine has arrived in 
India, and “hopefully” it 
will be available in the 
market from next week.

“There should be no 
doubt that vaccine will 
be available for all as we 
move forward... Any vac-
cine that is approved by 
FDA (Us Food and Drug 
Administration), WHO 
can come to India. Import 
license will be granted 
within 1-2 days. No im-
port license is pending,” 
he added.

The announcement 
came as India record-
ed more than 4,000 
COVID-19 deaths for a 
second straight day on 
Thursday while infec-
tions stayed below 4 lakh 
and the government sug-
gested extending the in-
terval between doses of 
the AstraZeneca vaccine 
to up to 16 weeks.

Amid a dire shortage 
of shots in the country, 
experts remain un-
sure when numbers 
will peak and concern 
is growing about the 
transmissibility of the 
variant that is driving 
infections in India and 
spreading worldwide.

Book profiles 40 stories to 
uplift mind, transform heart

New Delhi, May 13 
(PTI): Mindfulness coach 
Gauranga Das pens 40 
tales to uplift the mind 
and transform the heart 
and uses the Bhagavad 
Gita and other Vedic lit-
eratures to bring out the 
lessons of these stories.

In “The Art of Resil-
ience: 40 Stories to Uplift 
the Mind and Transform 
the Heart”, the first vol-
ume of three-part “Yoga 
stories”, Das aims to take 
readers on a journey to 
explore the inner self, 
beyond the hills of ex-
pectation, through the 

valleys of disapprovals 
and beneath the layers of 
self-deception.

The book, published 
by Penguin Random 
House India, takes the 
same principle of “tell-
ing enamouring cultural 
stories and bringing to 
light universal truths” 
that are found within 
Vedic texts.

“I have primarily 
used ‘Bhagavad Gita As 
It Is’ and other Vedic lit-
eratures to bring out the 
lessons of these stories.

“The main topics in-
clude, understanding 

the spiritual nature of 
the human condition 
(‘atma’), the components 
of the world around us 
(‘prakriti’), the influ-
ence time has on our life 
(‘kala’), how our actions 
in the past created our 
present and how our 
present actions can af-
fect our future (‘karma’) 
and the influence of the 
supreme control over 
everything and everyone 
(‘isvara’),” the author 
says.

According to him, it 
is easier to absorb the 
truths of literatures like 

the “Bhagavad Gita As 
It Is” when it is supple-
mented by stories.

“stories give a context 
and application to truth. 
stories help us imagine 
ourselves in the char-
acters’ roles and apply 
the lesson that they are 
learning in our own lives. 
It is easier to learn the 
lesson of ‘being grateful’ 
in the context of a story 
rather than from being 
told to simply ‘be grate-
ful’,” he contends.

“There is no doubt 
that ancient Vedic heavy-
weight literatures such 

as the Mahabharata and 
the Ramayana are so 
popular because they 
teach universal truths 
through stories unparal-
leled in their excitement, 
engagement and depth,” 
he adds.

Das says his book is 
for those “searching to 
build resilience in the 
face of adversity, trau-
ma, tragedy or signifi-
cant sources of stress, 
such as family and rela-
tionship problems, seri-
ous health problems or 
workplace and financial 
stresses”.

Tezpur University students design IoT-based portable ventilator to fight Covid
Guwahati, 13 May 
[PTI]: students of Tez-
pur University in Assam 
have designed an IoT-
based portable ventila-
tor, which will help pa-
tients with respiratory 
ailments breathe easily 
and overcome the prob-
lem of shortage of the 
life-saving instrument, 
amid a second wave of 
COVID-19, an official said 
on Thursday.

In a bid to address 
the prevailing COVID sit-
uation in the country, the 
Electrical Engineering 
Department of the var-
sity has undertaken the 

initiative to design the 
Internet of Things en-
abled portable ventilator, 
he said.

A group of students 
is working on the proj-
ect under the guidance of 
Chiranjit Adhikary, for-
mer guest faculty mem-
ber, and Firdausa Ahmed, 
guest faculty member, 
and the project is super-
vised by professor sou-
mik Roy, the head of the 
department, the varsity 
said in a statement.

“The purpose of the 
project is to design a 
portable mechanical 
ventilator by automating 

the operation of ‘Ambu 
Bag’ with volume control 
ventilation which can be 
used in respiratory fail-
ure,” Roy explained.

An ‘Ambu Bag’ is a 
hand-held device com-
monly used to provide 
positive pressure ventila-
tion to patients who are 
not breathing adequately 
or have a severe problem 
in breathing. Another im-
portant objective of the 
project is to implement 
IoT-based features like 
monitoring of patient 
activities and controlling 
parameters of ventilator 
through a mobile-based 

application, he said.
The prototype of 

the ventilator is eco-
nomical, and by using 
IoT as a remote con-
trolling feature, one 
can control and moni-
tor the ventilatory pa-
rameters through mo-
bile phones and com-
puters, he said, adding 
that it will prevent 
both the clinicians and 
the doctors from get-
ting infected through 
airborne transmission.

The portable venti-
lator is a cost-effective 
instrument and would 
be available between 

Rs 8,000 and Rs 15,000, 
depending on the fea-
tures, the statement said.

The initiative was 
part of a project, award-
ed as the ‘Best Innova-
tive Engineering Idea’ 
under the banner of 
professor Aparna Ku-
mar Padmapati Annual 
scholarship from Assam 
Engineering College 
Class 88 Foundation for 
the 2020-21 year. It is 
an initiative of alumni of 
Assam Engineering Col-
lege, who passed out in 
1988, popularly known 
as AEC Class 88 Foun-
dation.
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The anthyesthi kriya of our 
beloved mother Late Bishnu 
Khawas who left for heaven-
ly abode on 2nd May 2021 
falls on 14th May 2021. 
All relatives, family, friends 
and well wishers are re-
quested to join us in of-

fering prayers for the departed soul at Ho-
tel Chowtaro, Deorali Bazaar (Near flyover). 
We also express our gratitude to all those who stood 
by us during the time of bereavement.

 
Bishal Khawas (Son) 
Bidesh Khawas (Son) 

Ashok Khawas (Kaka) 
Bikash Khawas  

Srijana Subba 
(Daughter-in-law) 

Entire Khawas family. 
Contact No. 9593383797,9775417549, 

9832686611 

(All Covid-19 safety protocols will be strict-
ly followed. All visitors are requested to kindly 

wear masks and follow social distancing).

ANThyeSThI KRIyA

haVe  a story to share? 
email us: news@summittimes.com

Sanitization drive at Rangpo Market

Summit RepoRt
Rangpo, 13 May:

Rangpo Nagar Pancha-
yat, in association 

with Rangpo Fire station, 
Rangpo Police, different 

Industrial Units, mem-
bers from different or-
ganisations, sKM party 
members and residents 
organised a sanitization 
drive at Rangpo Market 

today.
The drive started 

from Rangpo Check post 
and went up till Up-
per Bazar,Fatak Lane,-
Mandi Bazar and sur-

rounding areas. Rangpo 
Nagar Panchayat Pres-
ident, sanjeev Kumar 
Khati,Vice President, 
RadhaPradhan,Council-
lors, Pinku Prasad,sanju-

Mangar,LarishnaTamang, 
and CLC President sKM 
PartyWest Pandam, Ha-
riDangalparticipated in 
this day long sanitization 
Campaign.

PM missing along with vaccines, 
oxygen, medicines: Rahul

New Delhi, May 13 
(PTI): Congress leader 
Rahul Gandhi launched 
an attack on Prime Min-
ister Narendra Modi on 
Thursday, alleging that 
he is missing along with 
vaccines, oxygen and 
medicines during the 
COVID-19 pandemic and 
what remains is the cen-
tral vista project and the 
PM’s photos.
The former Congress 
chief has been attacking 
the prime minister over 
the government’s han-
dling of the pandemic 
and has been critical of 
the Centre for the lack of 
oxygen, medicines and 
vaccines in the coun-
try amid a surge in the 
number of cases during 
the second wave of 
COVID-19.

“The prime minister 
is also missing, along 
with vaccines, oxygen 
and medicines. All that 
remain are the central 
vista project, GsT on 

medicines and the prime 
minister’s photos here 
and there,” he said in a 
tweet in Hindi.

Congress’s chief 
spokesperson Randeep 
surjewala also hit out 
at the government 
over dead bodies 
floating in the Ganga.

“What time has 
come in this New In-
dia that even dead 
bodies floating in 
rivers are not visible 
to the government. 

shame.. . ,”  he said in a 
tweet in Hindi, while cit-
ing a news report about 
the bodies being buried 
in sand in Uttar Pradesh’s 
Unnao.

With a single-day rise 
of 3,62,727 cases, India’s 
COVID-19 tally climbed 
to 2,37,03,665 on Thurs-
day, while the death toll 
due to the viral disease 
rose to 2,58,317 with 
4,120 more people suc-
cumbing to it, according 
to the health ministry.

“Who will get vaccine when none 
available?”: high Court slams Dialer Tune

New Delhi, 13 May 
[PTI]: The dialer tune 
message of the Centre 
asking people to get 
vaccinated was crit-
icised by the Delhi 
High Court which on 
Thursday said the “ir-
ritating” message was 
being played for “we 
don’t know how long” 
asking people to get 
the jab when there was 
not enough vaccine.

“You have been 
playing that one ir-
ritating message on 
the phone whenever 
one makes a call, for 
we do not know how 
long, that you (people) 
should have the vacci-

nation, when you (Cen-
tre) don’t have enough 
vaccine.

“You are not vacci-
nating people, but you 
still say that vaccina-
tion lagavaiye (get vac-
cinated). Kaun lagay-
ega vaccination (who 
will get vaccinated), 
when there is no vac-
cination. What is the 
point of the message,” a 
bench of Justices Vipin 
sanghi and Rekha Palli 
said.

“You should give it 
to everyone. Even if 
you are going to take 
money, give it. That 
is what even children 
are saying,” the bench 

said and added that the 
government needs to 
be “innovative” in such 
things.

The court said that 
the government should 
prepare more such 
messages instead of 
preparing just one and 
running it always.

“Till like a tape it 
stops running or starts 
skipping, you will run 
it for 10 years,” it said.

The bench said the 
government, state or 
Centre, have to react 
to the situation on the 
ground.

“so please have 
more of them (dial-
er messages). When 

a person hears a dif-
ferent one every time, 
maybe it will help him/
her,” the court said.

It also suggested 
using TV anchors or 
producers to create pro-
grammes, on making 
people aware about use 
of oxygen concentrators 
and cylinders or on vac-
cination, of short dura-
tions which can be aired 
on all channels.

It also said that 
celebs like Amitabh 
Bachchan can be asked 
to chip in and that all 
this “needs to be done 
soon”.

The court said that 
a lot of “publicity and 

propaganda” was there 
last year on washing 
of hands regularly and 
wearing of masks and 
now there should be 
similar audio-visual ini-
tiatives on use of oxygen, 
concentrators, medica-
tions, etc.

“We are losing time. 
There should be a sense 
of urgency,” the bench 
said and directed the 
Centre and Delhi govern-
ment to file their reports 
by May 18 on what steps 
they are going to take for 
disseminating informa-
tion on COVID manage-
ment via print and TV 
media and also dialer 
tunes.

Renault offers extension on warranty and 
free service to customers during lockdown

New Delhi, 13 May 
[NDTV]: Renault India 
has announced extend-
ing the warranty and free 
service period for its ex-
isting customers. Due to 
the second wave of the 
COVID-19 pandemic, sev-
eral cities and states have 
announced lockdowns or 
movement restrictions to 
control the spread of the 
coronavirus. 

Thus, to support Re-
nault car owners whose 
warranty and free ser-
vice plans have or will 
expire between April 1, 
2021, and May 31, 2021, 
the company has extend-

ed these programmes un-
til July 31, 2021. Renault 
says that, in the mean-
time, its 24X7 roadside 
assistance service will 
continue to be available 
for Renault car owners.

With this move, Re-
nault India too has joined 
the bandwagon of car 
manufactures who have 
announced the extension of 
warranty and free service 
schedules. This includes 
brands like - Maruti suzuki 
India, Tata Motors, MG Mo-
tor India, and Toyota India. 
Among luxury carmakers, 
Mercedes-Benz India too 
has announced its plan to 

support its customers on 
standard warranty, lapsed 
service and extended war-
ranty like last year.

In addition to ex-
tending warranty and free 
service schedules, Renault 
India says that it has also 
implemented multiple pre-
ventive measures across 
its offices, and dealerships, 
while it continues to com-
municate and create aware-
ness among all stakehold-
ers. The carmaker’s dealer 
partners too have been 
advised to comply with the 
guidelines issued by the lo-
cal authorities and regula-
tory bodies.

2,700 Judicial Officers, 106 High Court Judges 
tested Covid positive: Chief Justice Of India

New Delhi, 13 May 
[PTI]: The COVID-19 
pandemic has affected 
everyone including Judg-
es and Registry officials 
in the supreme Court, 
and the Indian judiciary 
has seen more than 100 
high court judges and 
over 2,700 officers test-
ing positive for the vi-
rus, Chief Justice of India 
(CJI) N V Ramana said on 
Thursday.

Three high court 
judges and 34 judicial of-
ficers have lost their lives 
due to the virus, he said.

Till date around 800 
Registry staff has tested 
positive for coronavirus 
in the supreme court and 
six Registrars and 10 Ad-
ditional Registrars have 
been infected at different 
times, the CJI said.

“This pandemic has 
affected everyone. With 
great pain and agony, I must 
state certain facts. The first 
employee of the supreme 
Court Registry was report-
ed Covid positive on April 
27, 2020,” he said.

“Till date, approxi-
mately 800 Registry staff 
have tested positive. six 
of our Registrars and 10 
Additional Registrars 
have tested positive at 
different times. Unfortu-
nately, we lost three of 
our officials to Covid,” CJI 
Ramana said.

so far as the Indian 
judiciary is concerned, 
as per the data available, 
2,768 judicial officers 
and 106 Judges of the 
High Court have tested 
positive. We are yet to 
receive the data from 
two major High Courts. 
34 Judicial Officers and 
three Hon’ble Judges of 
the High Court have lost 
their life, battling this 
pandemic, he said.

When COVID-19 
struck, the systems which 
were earlier in place could 
no longer be relied upon 
and judicial system had to 
adapt quickly, in order to 
ensure that justice dispen-
sation does not stop in the 
country, he said.

The CJI further said: 
Everyone has been 
deeply affected by this 
pandemic, including 
my brother and sister 
Judges in the supreme 
Court. The secretary 
General, the Registrars, 
most of the staff of the 
supreme Court and 
their families have suf-
fered.

“Apart from the physi-
cal impact of this pandem-
ic, the psychological and 
mental strain has been 
terrible. Despite this de-
moralizing and fear induc-
ing environment, every-
one is rendering service 
to their best capacity, to 

ensure that justice con-
tinues to be rendered.”

CJI Ramana was 
speaking at the launch 
of application for grant-
ing access of virtual pro-
ceedings of the supreme 
Court to media persons.

He said the techni-
cal team deployed for 
the development of the 
mobile application faced 
many challenges and the 
team concerned worked 
from home, and came out 
with this feature within 7 
days.

Their commitment 
to their duty deserves 
special appreciation. It is 
through all their efforts 
that today we are able to 
release this application, 
which is a platform for 
media persons to allow 
them to view proceed-
ings live on the mobile 
phones, he said.

supreme Court Judge 
Justice D Y Chandrachud, 
who is heading the bench 
in the suo motu case on 
the pandemic manage-
ment, also participated 
in the app launch event.

He had on Wednes-
day tested Covid positive.

Before the start of 
the event, Justice Chand-
rachud, on being asked 
about his health, said 
that despite having taken 
so much precaution he 
got infected.
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KolKata oFFIcE:

Cut to the Chase
Khabar kya hein?

The debate over what constitutes ‘proper’ journalism 
has always been frenetic, growing even more so in the 

present times of a multitude of 24-hour news channels 
from diverse backgrounds addressing diverse audiences 
with their own spin on reportage. Be it Opinion Polls or 
Exit Polls on national news channels or raising of issues 
and coverage of public meetings in local newspapers, 
grand debates have been held over which media provided 
balanced reports and which has been too sensational or 
which news report subverted journalistic ethics. The de-
bates will never resolve because journalistic ethics are not 
codified enough to throw absolute answers on what is right 
and what wrong. The sheer scale of information available 
is so huge that it becomes difficult to fault one when they 
start ‘editing’ for space or time constraints. Priorities, after 
all, differ from person to person and different people will 
receive the same news differently. Matters get complicated 
when journalism puts a spin on information and manipu-
lates, in Bollywood fashion, the audience. Come on, news 
now comes with background music on television for in-
stance, hence all debates on journalism are valid and even 
necessary. It is important for the audience to evaluate the 
media, critique its role and even, from time to time, weigh 
its significance. This will keep us sharp and accountable, 
because admittedly, sensationalism is stealing space from 
significance too often in newsrooms and copy. Take for in-
stance the Republic Day address of a President some years 
back and how most news channels had reduced its essence 
to a comment on “populist anarchy”, completely ignoring 
other references which will affect people more significant-
ly since the comments covered the socialist underpinning 
of governance. The President [of India] remarked that the 
“state is not a charity shop”, “the illegitimacy of question-
ing the sanctity of defence forces”, “opportunistic coali-
tions eroding the trust in governments and resource loot” 
etc [read accompanying essay on this page for details]. No 
channel focused on these comments, so yes, please discus 
us more often.

Journalism is essentially about reportage, and not so 
much about the greater disputes of rights and wrongs. 
And not because journalism has no responsibility towards 
propriety and other social virtues, but because it is not 
advisable to have the messenger also play the role of the 
judge because doing so will encourage distillation of in-
formation to suit individual biases. Rights and wrongs and 
resolutions are challenges which require application of se-
rious and deep thought, and a reporter, by virtue of her/ 
his job-description is not expected to be the expert with all 
the solutions. That does not go to say that reporters cannot 
help in resolving issues. In fact, this is what a good journal-
ist should be committed to. They do not, however, resolve 
conflicts by suggesting remedies. They do so by providing 
information since in most cases, conflict exists in the ab-
sence of information and abundance of misinformation. 
Once all sides have access to complete information, they 
become equipped to work out solutions. To disburse infor-
mation, however, a journalist is required to procure it first 
and on this path are the most pitfalls. since information 
has to be sourced, there is always the danger of a “plant”. 
People with personal vendettas are known to release se-
lective information causing many journalists to stumble [in 
the long run]. While the general argument goes to say that 
information is information irrespective of where it came 
from, a journalist is expected to glean through it carefully. 
If at all someone needs to let off a shot, why should it be 
from the shoulders of a journo? Information, at the end of 
the day should serve the needs of the people and not indi-
viduals. And there are still those who think journalism is 
easy and simple?

Pilgrimage in a Pandemic: Lessons 
From Mecca on Containing COVID-19

AhMeD KALeBI
theconversation.com

As a Muslim, at least once a year 
I go on pilgrimage to Mecca, Is-

lam’s holiest city, located in saudi 
Arabia. Muslims perform the short 
“Umrah” pilgrimage at any time of 
the year, and there could be over 19 
million pilgrims each year. I have 
also been to Mecca a couple of times 
for “Hajj” – the annual major pil-
grimage. Held once a year, this is a 
mass gathering of over 2.5 million 
Muslims.

Both the Umrah and Hajj pil-
grimages weren’t possible for most 
of 2020 due to the outbreak of the 
COVID-19 pandemic.

However, saudi Arabia as a 
whole has fared well in handling 
the pandemic. It’s had low mortal-
ity rates and minimal social and 
economic disruption. There’s been 
widespread testing and vaccine ac-
cess. This allowed it to open up for 
pilgrims.

I had avoided travel to minimise 
unnecessary exposure to the new 
coronavirus, sARs-COV-2. But infor-
mation on stringent rules to ensure 
the safety of pilgrims in Mecca en-
couraged me to go.

As a pathologist who has been at 
the forefront of tracing the spread of 
the new coronavirus in Kenya, I was 
impressed by what I experienced in 
saudi Arabia.

I believe there are valuable 
lessons here for other countries 
where mass religious gatherings 
take place. The strategies could 
also be emulated by specific in-
dustries – such as hospitality and 
tourism, sports and entertainment. 
These also handle large numbers of 
people and need to balance public 
health and the protection of peo-
ple’s livelihood.

TEsT AND QUARANTINE
For starters, the saudi author-

ities required foreign pilgrims to 
have a negative PCR test result. 
These had to be taken within 48 
hours before arrival in saudi Arabia.

Upon arrival, all pilgrims either 
had to do a mandatory quarantine 
at a government approved hotel for 
six days, or take a PCR test after 48 
hours of quarantine and, if it was 

negative, could leave the hotel. Trav-
ellers from countries categorised as 
“high-risk” were required to do a 
mandatory seven day quarantine, 
but also needed to have a negative 
PCR test upon completion.

In addition, all pilgrims who 
wanted a permit to enter Haram – 
the Grand Mosque of Mecca – need-
ed to have a COVID-19 vaccination 
certificate.

It’s important to use all these 
measures as they add layers of pro-
tection and prevent situations from 
becoming super-spreader events. A 
negative PCR test alone may not be 
enough. There’s always the risk of a 
false negative for technical reasons 
or due to fraud. There have been re-
ports of large numbers of travellers 
testing positive at their destination 
points after testing negative at de-
parture.

sOCIAL DIsTANCING
Before COVID-19, there would 

be congestion and crowding. This 
time the flow of people within the 
Grand Mosque was well organised. 
A limited number of worshippers 
were allowed in at a time and there 
was clear demarcation to ensure 
physical distancing. Police and 
mosque orderlies monitored and 
directed the pilgrims.

Face masks – which provide a 
barrier and keep the new coronavi-
rus from spreading – were manda-
tory. Harsh penalties were imposed 
on anyone not wearing a mask or 
trying to enter the Haram without a 
valid permit. Daily text messages re-
minded us about the penalties and 
public health measures.

The markedly restricted num-
ber of pilgrims – to 50,000 a day 
from a huge capacity of hundreds of 
thousands – made it easier to man-
age people and enforce measures.

In addition, the iftar meal – 
taken at the break of fasting – was 
provided in neatly sealed packag-
es. Indicated by a label, these were 
prepared under stringent hygiene 
conditions eliminating the risk of 
the sARs-CoV-2 transmission from 
handling. In the past pilgrims would 
eat these meals together, some-
times from communal plates. This 
is a high risk situation for the virus 

transmission.
Also, unlike before when peo-

ple would crowd to collect ZamZam 
holy water from watering points, it 
was dispensed by mobile porters. 
They poured water from portable 
backpack tanks and also dished out 
sealed bottled water.

MOBILE APPs
An innovative intervention was 

the use of mobile apps to record, 
track and monitor all COVID-19 
related personal records. These in-
cluded test results and vaccination 
status. The apps were also used to 
apply for access to move around in 
public places. We were told which 
apps to download by our Umrah 
travel agent.

The Tawakkalna app is being 
used across the country for contact 
tracing. It’s the most important app, 
needed to access every place you go, 
for instance every shop, restaurant, 
hotel and vehicle. This app required 
a record of PCR results and vaccina-
tion to enable entry.

Those with a positive PCR were 
barred from moving around. The 
app has a constant location tracker 
and warns if someone is out of their 
allowed zone.

If groups wanted to gather for 
social events they would use the 
Tawakkalna app to apply for a gath-
ering permit. The app would then 
provide contact tracing in the case 
of any positive case emerging after 
the event.

For pilgrims wanting access to 
the Haram, there is an app called 
Eatmarna. Created by the Minis-
try of Hajj and Umrah (the gov-
ernment’s ministry dedicated to 
pilgrim matters) the Eatmarna app 
allows pilgrims to book a specific 
time-slot for access to the Grand 
Mosque, meaning numbers are 
capped. The app is also linked to the 
Tawakkalna app which means ac-
cess is granted based on COVID-19 
status.

As a foreign pilgrim, I was is-
sued with a bar-coded wrist band 
that could be scanned to confirm 
my status in case I couldn’t display 
my Tawakkalna or Eatmarna status.

Tabaud was another app that 
was used. It’s a social-distancing 

app which, using bluetooth, can 
check on the Tawakkalna app of 
people around you. It essentially 
warns of people nearby who have 
tested positive.

As a pathologist, I see these apps 
as crucial in preventing the spread 
of the new coronavirus. They lim-
it crowding and also allow for the 
movement of those who are safe 
while restricting those who are un-
safe.

Apps that track people’s move-
ments – and that store their medical 
and personal data – do raise priva-
cy concerns, particularly if the data 
falls into the wrong hands or is mis-
used.

However I also feel that their 
use is a price that we need to pay 
in these unprecedented times, and 
steps can be taken to protect the 
data.

AVOIDING sUPERsPREADER 
EVENTs

In the past, Mecca was a conver-
gence point for millions of pilgrims 
and has always been a flashpoint 
for the spread of various contagious 
diseases, including cholera.

strict and decisive steps taken 
for mass gatherings can prevent 
them from becoming superspread-
er hotspots, as has happened in In-
dia and Iran.

saudi Arabia’s handling of the 
pilgrimage provides many les-
sons worth emulating by sectors 
and events that bring together 
large numbers of people, including 
sports, religion, entertainment and 
hospitality industries.

People wishing to use these fa-
cilities would have to accept that to 
enjoy these privileges they would 
need to be checked and monitored 
– for the welfare of everyone.

Of particular interest is the 
use of mobile phone technology 
which could be a very potent tool 
in combating the pandemic in all 
countries, including those in Africa, 
where internet and mobile phone 
penetration is high.

[the writer is Independent Con-
sultant Pathologist & Hon. Lecturer, 
Department of Human Pathology, 
University of Nairobi]

Dunbar’s number: why my theory that humans can only 
maintain 150 friendships has withstood 30 years of scrutiny

Robin Dunbar
TheCONVeRSATION.COM

Exactly 30 years ago, I was pondering a graph 
of primate group sizes plotted against the size 

of their brains: the larger the brain, the larger 
the group size. I was curious to know what 
group size this relationship might predict for 
humans.

The number my calculations gave was 
150. Since this seemed low, I hurried off to 
the library to look for data on natural human 
group sizes. Hunter-gatherers live in multi-
level societies, with groupings of individuals 
forming a hierarchically layered structure – 
families within bands, bands within commu-
nities, communities within tribes.

The community level of organisation 
turned out to be almost exactly 150. Thus was 
born the “social brain hypothesis” and “Dun-
bar’s number”, the former referring to the re-
lationship between group size and brain size 
in primates and the latter referring to the 
natural group size of about 150 for humans.

Dunbar’s number has attracted a great 
deal of attention over the years. For example, 
it has been used in the design of social media 
platforms, as well as being the basis of “se-
cret handshake” online security algorithms 
and bot-detection software.

Architects have mulled over its applica-
tion to building design, and there has been 
considerable interest in the world of busi-
ness, for whom it resonates strongly. “Dun-
bar_number” yields nearly 1,400 papers on 
Google Scholar, and 26,500,000 hits on Goo-
gle.

CHALLENGING DUNBAR’s NUMBER
This exposure has, perhaps inevitably, led 

researchers to challenge Dunbar’s number. In 
science, challenges are helpful: they force us 
to evaluate the assumptions underlying a hy-
pothesis and, as a result, invariably point the 
way to new discoveries. This hasn’t always 
been true for Dunbar’s number: most of the 
critiques have just muddied the waters.

Despite the growing evidence, the same 
critiques reappear with suspiciously reli-
gious zeal. The most common claim is that 

human behaviour is culturally determined 
and so cannot be subject to the same biologi-
cal rules as primate behaviour. Another vari-
ant on this claim is that networking platforms 
such as LinkedIn have made it possible for us 
to maintain more extensive social networks.

Most of these claims fail to recognise that 
Dunbar’s number applies to quality relation-
ships, not to acquaintances – which account for 
the more casual outer layers of our social net-
works, beyond our 150 meaningful friendships.

However, a more recent challenge by re-
searchers at stockholm University claims to 
have finally debunked Dunbar’s number by 
showing that the social brain equation un-
derpredicts human social group sizes. Alas, 
the study used flawed statistical methods and 
fails to account for the body of evidence we 
now have to support Dunbar’s number.

DEVELOPING DUNBAR’s NUMBER
The evidence that personal social networks 

and natural communities approximate 150 in 
size, characterised by a very distinctive layered 
structure, has grown considerably in the past 
decade. We see it in telephone calling networks, 
Facebook groups, Christmas card lists, military 
fighting units and online gaming environments. 
The number holds for church congregations, 
Anglo-saxon villages as listed in the Domesday 
Book and Bronze Age communities associated 
with stone circles.

This layered structure turns up in both 
communities and personal social networks, 
with each layer being around three times the 
size of the layer immediately inside it. In fact, 
the same layers, with the same sizes, turn up 
in the multi-level societies of monkeys, apes, 
dolphins and elephants. It’s just that humans 
have more layers.

EVIDENCE FROM NEUROsCIENCE
We’ve also filled in many of the be-

havioural and neurocognitive details that un-
derlie the social brain hypothesis. More than 
a dozen neuroimaging studies have shown 
that, in both humans and monkeys, the size 
of an individual’s social network correlates 
with the size of their default mode neural net-
work – the large brain circuit that manages social 

relationships.
similarly, the touch-based bonding mecha-

nism that holds these groups together – a mech-
anism that exploits the brain’s endorphin system 
– is common to both humans and primates. This 
is why hugging and physical touch is so important 
in our relationships.

HOW NOT TO DO sTATIsTICs
The real problem with the stockholm study 

is that it makes an elementary statistical error of 
the “Statistics 101” variety – one that I had even 
cautioned against in my original 1992 paper. They 
use a statistical technique called regression anal-
ysis to calculate the relationship between group 
size and brain size. so far so good – we all do that. 
But regression analysis comes in different forms.

The stockholm study uses the most common 
form – “least squares regression” or LsR. This 
was designed for used in experiments where we 
can specify the values on the X-axis (brain size in 
our case) precisely. LsR radically underestimates 
the true slope when this isn’t the case, delivering 
misleading results.

In addition, we now know that the social brain 
relationship actually consists of four grades. This 
also causes LsR to underestimate the slope, thus 
compounding the problem.

“Reduced major axis regression”, or RMA, is 
specifically recommended in these cases, espe-
cially when we want to make predictions. Better 
still, we should apply the equation for the right 
grade, or we could be off by a very long way.

The contrast is reflected in the size of group 
these two methods predict for humans. For the 
same dataset, the LsR method used by the stock-
holm study predicts 71 (the basis of their claim), 
whereas the RMA method I originally used pre-
dicts 158.

Their second problem stems from a surpris-
ingly impoverished understanding of primate 
and human social behaviour. Had they taken 
the trouble to read what we have spent the past 
decade publishing, as summarised in my recent 
book, the authors would have saved themselves a 
lot of unnecessary embarrassment.

[the writer is Professor of Evolution-
ary Psychology, Department of Experimen-

tal Psycology, University of Oxford]
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Attempt to reopen Assam’s NRC, plea 
in Supreme Court for “reverification”

Guwahati, 13 May 
[NDTV]: “Major irreg-
ularities” have been 
detected in the lists of 
the National Registry of 
Citizens in Assam and a 
comprehensive re-veri-
fication should be con-
ducted, the state’s NRC 
coordinator Hitesh Dev 
sarma has sought in a 
petition filed in the Su-
preme Court. The irreg-
ularities, he said, have 
been detected in the final 
draft as well as the sup-
plementary list. While 
ineligible names were 
included, many eligible 
names have also been 
excluded, he said in his 
petition.
The draft citizen’s list 
of August 2019 had left 
out 19 lakh people. Most 
are those who did not 
provide adequate docu-
ments to prove their cit-
izenship claims, officials 
had said.

state leaders of the 
BJP have been demand-
ing re-verification since 
the lists were published. 
Himanta Biswa sarma, 
who took the oath as the 
state’s Chief Minister this 
week, had tweeted, “The 
Names of many Indian 
citizens who migrated 

from Bangladesh as ref-
ugees prior to 1971 have 
not been included in the 
NRC because authorities 
refused to accept refugee 
certificates”.

“Many names got in-
cluded because of ma-
nipulation of legacy data 
as alleged by many,” he 
added.

After taking oath, Mr 
sarma had said the state 
will plead for a 20 per 
cent re-verification at 
least in districts border-
ing Bangladesh and 10 
per cent overall re-veri-
fication in other districts.

In his petition, NRC 
coordinator Mr sarma 
has said re-verification 

should be conducted un-
der the supervision of a 
monitoring committee, 
preferably represented 
by the respective District 
Judge, District Magistrate 
and the superintendent 
of Police.

“several serious, fun-
damental and substan-
tial errors have crept 
into the whole process 
of updating the NRC in 
Assam. This has vitiated 
the entire exercise and 
the present draft and the 
supplementary list for 
inclusion & exclusion of 
NRC that has been pub-
lished is not free from 
errors,” read petition in 
the top court, a copy of 

which is available with 
NDTV.

The petition also said 
it is in the interest of 
the nation that a correct 
NRC is prepared. “Assam 
shares a very strategic 
international border. 
Therefore, for the terri-
torial integrity, internal 
peace and stability of the 
nation,” the NRC coordi-
nator contended.

So far, the verification 
process has helped in the 
detection of only forged 
documents, he said, and 
not any manipulation or 
manufactured secondary 
document used to pro-
cure the main document.

For example, a name 

in the electoral roll may 
be verified through back-
end verification, the pe-
tition argued. But office 
verification cannot de-
tect whether it was en-
tered fraudulently with 
the help of forged or ma-
nipulated documents.

“This is because there 
had been no back-end 
verification in the prepa-
ration of electoral rolls,” 
the petition read. “The 
Office Verification pro-
cess could however be 
still a very effective tool 
for verification if it was 
properly and effectively 
combined with the Fam-
ily Tree Verification pro-
cess,” it added.

The NRC coordinator 
has also pleaded that in 
“Original Inhabitants” 
category and “Persons 
from other states” cate-
gory, several errors have 
been detected.

Amid countrywide 
protests over NRC, the 
Centre said the people left 
out would not be declared 
illegal immediately. They 
had the option of appeal-
ing to Foreigners’ Tribu-
nals and later, the courts 
with financial help from 
the state, Union minister 
Amit shah had said.

Chief coordinator of Pashupati crematorium 
says he had never seen so many bodies

Anup Ojha
Kathmandu, 13 May 
[ K at h m a n d u P o s t ] : 
subash Karki had nev-
er seen over 100 bodies 
at one place in a day, let 
alone managed them. 
But on Tuesday he over-
saw the cremation of 110 
bodies, all of them vic-
tims of Covid-19.

“We burned 110 
bodies all through the 
night,” said Karki, who 
was appointed chief co-
ordinator of the electric 
crematorium run by the 
Pashupati Area Develop-
ment Trust a year ago. 
“Our machine No 1 is de-
funct and the other one 
can’t burn all the bodies 
as it’s old.”

since the trust in-
stalled the electric cre-
matorium in January 
2016, an average of 15 
bodies would normally 
get cremated in its fur-
naces in a day.

Unable to cremate all 
the bodies brought to the 
facility in the machine, 
the trust has been using 
16 new platforms set up 
on the banks of Bagmati 
River and 35 in the open 
space inside the elec-
tric crematorium’s com-
pound to burn bodies on 
wooden pyres.

For the past two 
weeks, Karki has been 

overworked, having to 
cremate an overwhelm-
ing number of bodies 
that are brought to the 
facility.

Karki said he is dis-
cussing with the Trust 
about expanding the cre-
mation ground.

“Previously, we re-
ceived a maximum of 80 
bodies, and it was 110 on 
Tuesday. We have only 
35 staffers to burn them. 
We are also getting help 
from the Nepal Army,” 
said Karki. “If the flow of 
bodies increases at the 
same pace, there might 
be a shortage of wood to 
burn them.”

Nearly 300 kg wood 
is needed to cremate a 
body on a pyre which 
costs around Rs10,000. 
The electric crematorium 
only burns an average of 
18 bodies in a day, mean-
ing that the remaining 
ones need to be cremated 
on the wooden pyres.

Nepal recorded 168 
deaths with 9,238 new 
infections on Wednesday.

The Kathmandu Val-
ley recorded 3,924 new 
infections in the past 24 
hours.

Ever since the first 
Covid-19 death was re-
ported in the country 
last year, the government 
had assigned the Trust 

to burn the bodies of 
Covid-19 victims only in 
the electric crematorium 
and with the help of the 
Army.

“It’s the Nepal Army 
that brings the bodies 
and handles them but 
once they are placed on 
the pyre, it’s our staff 
who burn them all,” said 
Karki, who oversees ev-
erything from employ-
ees’ work to the logistics 
required to burn the bod-
ies.

Karki, who used to 
stay with his eight year-
old-son at Gaurighat, has 
sent him to live with his 
sister, fearing that the 
child might contract the 
coronavirus.

He says his wife, who 
is studying in Japan, is 
not happy with his job.

“she keeps on telling 
me to quit this job,” said 
Karki.

Work at the cremato-
rium holds a lot of risk. 
Worse, he receives no 
appreciation for his ser-
vice to the community.

Last year he got in-
fected when Covid-19 
was perceived as a so-
cial stigma. He recov-
ered after spending 21 
days at the Nepal APF 
Hospital in Balambu.

“I faced so much 
discrimination in those 

days that people would 
go to the other direction 
if they saw me from afar, 
even months after I had 
fully recovered,” said 
Karki.

Karki doesn’t allow 
people to come inside the 
crematorium as there is a 
high risk of coronavirus 
transmission.

“since the body is 
wrapped in plastic, we 
don’t open it. Many rel-
atives try to come inside 
but we don’t let them in 
and they react angrily,” 
said Karki. He often gets 
calls from ministers or 
politicians to cremate the 
bodies of their relatives 
or the victims known to 
them first when there is 
a long queue of bodies.

When a political lead-
er or a rich person dies, 
there are more than 100 
people at the funeral. On 
Wednesday, when the 
body of CPN-UML lead-
er Pashupati Chaulagain 
was brought for crema-
tion, over 150 people 
had gathered outside the 
compound of the crema-
torium.

“I was shocked to see 
so many people together 
despite the high risk of 
Covid-19 infection and 
prohibitory orders in 
place,” said Karki.

Karki came to Kath-

mandu when he was 17, 
from Triyuga Munici-
pality of Udayapur. He 
started a job at the Trust 
a year later and has been 
serving on a contract ba-
sis for the past 14 years.

“I am working only 
to serve the public,” says 
Karki, for the money that 
the trust pays him is not 
much, without disclosing 
the amount.

Karki has seen kids, 
teenagers and elderly 
victims of Covid-19, but 
recently when he had to 
deal with the body of a 
young Covid-19 victim, 
a two-year-old, he was 
deeply troubled.

His 52-year-old 
mother often calls him 
to return home and even 
his brother offers to send 
a vehicle to take him to 
their village. “But, at this 
time of crisis, how can I 
go back to my village? I’m 
ready to serve the people 
however hard it gets,” 
said Karki.

For the frontliner, 
humanity matters. And 
his duty is demanding. 
“I can’t go to sleep with-
out burning all the bod-
ies into ashes. since we 
don’t keep any dead here, 
our staff work till 3 in the 
morning burning them 
in the open space,” said 
Karki.

“To prove we worked”: UP doctors quit 
posts over ‘endless’ Covid review

Lucknow, 13 May 
[NDTV]: Fourteen gov-
ernment doctors in Uttar 
Pradesh’s Unnao, just 40 
km from capital Luc-
know, who are in charge 
of rural hospitals in the 
district, have resigned 
from their posts saying 
they are being made the 
scapegoats for the rise 
in Covid infections in the 
district.

The doctors are in 
charge of Community 
Health Centres and Pri-
mary Health Care cen-
tres in Unnao. Both these 
places are rural hospitals 
that provide frontline 
healthcare to villages.

Eleven of the 14 doc-
tors who signed on a 
joint resignation letter 
visited the office of Un-
nao’s chief medical offi-
cer on Wednesday eve-
ning and handed over 
the letter to his deputy. 
In the letter, reviewed 
by NDTV, the doctors 
say that despite work-
ing hard in the pandemic, 
punitive action and bad 
behavior is being meted 
out to doctors without 
any basis.

Unnao’s district mag-
istrate issued a fresh 
statement this afternoon, 

saying things have been 
sorted out and that the 
doctors have taken back 
their resignations. “We 
had spoken to them last 
evening itself and they 
had taken back their de-
cision in the night itself. 
They met with me today. 
I listened to their prob-
lems and gave them solu-
tions and have assured 
them their concerns will 
be attended to. We spoke 
in a cordial manner. This 
was an internal mat-
ter,” district magistrate 
Ravindra Kumar said in a 
statement.

“The problem is that 
our teams are work-
ing round the clock, 
but it seems we are be-
ing marked out for ‘not 
working’. The DM, other 
officials, even the SDM 
and the tehsildar are 
all supervising us and 
holding review meet-
ings. Our teams leave 
at noon, track and 
isolate Covid positive 
patients, get sampling 
done, distribute med-
icines and then, once 
we are back, we get 
calls from sDM ask-
ing to come for re-
view meetings. Even 
if someone is posted 

30 km away, he or she 
is bound to travel all 
the 30 km for these re-
view meetings. We have 
to prove that we have 
worked. It seems it is 
being suggested that be-
cause we are not work-
ing, the Covid infection is 
spreading,” said Dr sha-
rad Vaishya, one of the 
doctors who signed on 
the resignation letter.

Unnao currently has 
1,980 active Covid cases 
and reported 84 fresh 
cases and zero new 
deaths on Wednesday 
evening.  The same day, 
multiple bodies were 
found buried in sand at 
two locations by the Gan-
ga in the district. Mobile 
phone visuals from both 
locations showed many 
buried bodies with locals 
looking on; most of the 
bodies were wrapped in 
saffron cloth.

Uttar Pradesh, the 
country’s most populous 
state, recorded 18,023 
new COVID-19 cases in 
the last 24 hours, ac-
cording to data from the 
Union Health Ministry. 
326 Covid patients died 
in the same period. It is 
fourth in the list of worst-
hit states in India.

In Assam, Covid positive woman 
delivers baby girl in an ambulance

Guwahati, 13 May 
[PTI]: Prompt action by 
paramedical staff helped a 
20-year-old Covid positive 
woman deliver a healthy 
baby girl inside an ambu-
lance while she was being 
rushed to the Jorhat Med-
ical College Hospital in 
Assam’s Jorhat district on 
Wednesday.

The baby has tested 
negative for COVID-19 
and both the mother and 
child are learnt to be do-
ing well.

The woman had come 

to her parents’ home at 
Cintamonigarh village in 
Bhogamukh, about 23 km 
from Jorhat town, when 
she developed labor pain.

According to health 
officials, she was first tak-
en to the primary health-
care centre. From there, 
considering her condi-
tion and Covid positive 
status, she was rushed to 
the Jorhat Medical Col-
lege in an ambulance.

On the way, the wom-
an’s condition deterio-
rated and the paramedic 

staff decided to conduct 
the delivery immediately 
without waiting to reach 
the hospital.

The ambulance was 
parked on the roadside 
and the procedure com-
pleted. Once done, the 
ambulance resumed its 
journey with the woman 
and the newborn.

The woman has now 
been admitted to the 
dedicated Covid ward in 
the hospital. The new-
born has been kept in an-
other ward.

Jharkhand extends lockdown-like restrictions till May 27 amid Covid surge
Ranchi, 13 May [PTI]: 
The Jharkhand govern-
ment on Wednesday ex-
tended the lockdown-like 
restrictions with stricter 
provisions,including 7 
days mandatory quar-
antine for people visit-
ing the state, till May 27 
amid a surge in COVID 19 
cases, officials said.

The cap on people 
attending weddings has 
been fixed at 11, lower 
from earlier 50 persons 
with a provision that 
marriages can be con-
ducted either at homes 
or at courts.

The restrictions, first 
imposed on April 22 
were enlarged till May 13 

and now stand further 
extended till May 27 with 
harsh provisions.

The decision to this 
effect was taken at a 
meeting of the state Di-
saster Management Au-
thority, chaired by Chief 
Minister Hemant soren.

Jharkhand, facing the 
deadly second wave of 
COVID-19 Wednesday 
reported 103 more coro-
navirus deaths, raising 
the toll to 4,085 with 
maximum fatalities being 
reported from the state 
capital Ranchi.

The curbs imposed 
as ‘’Health safety Week’’ 
from May 16 will have 
firm conditions while 

previous restrictions 
that were announced till 
May 13 will now contin-
ue till May 16, an official 
said.

“The new restrictions 
include mandatory 7 
days home or institution-
al quarantine for people 
visiting the state barring 
those who will leave the 
state within 72 hours,” a 
state government official 
said.

Operations of in-
ter-state and intra-state 
buses have been sus-
pended while private ve-
hicles will have to obtain 
e passes.

The official said that 
the number of people 

attending weddings has 
been fixed at 11, down 
from earlier 50 persons 
with a provision that 
marriages can be con-
ducted either at homes 
or at courts.

Organising any cere-
mony during weddings 
will be prohibited, the 
official added.

There have been a 
number of auspicious 
dates for marriage 
during the period.

Under the stricter 
provisions, social dis-
tancing norms will be 
implemented strictly.

The state has already 
prohibited all indoor and 
outdoor congregations of 

more than five persons.
The restrictions first 

imposed as Health safe-
ty Week till April 28 had 
been expanded earlier 
till May 6 and then till 
May 13.

All education centres 
and coaching institutions 
were closed and all ex-
aminations postponed.

Cinema halls, multiplex-
es, stadiums, gymnasiums, 
swimming pools and parks, 
among others, had also 
been closed in the state.

Agriculture, indus-
tries and mining oper-
ations were function-
ing while essential and 
emergency services were 
exempted.



6 SummitTIMES | 14 May 2021

ContaCt suMMit tiMes
rePorters 
NAMCHI

9832048410,

9775736596 
SINGTAM
7699771651

MANGAN/ DIKCHU

9832612485/
9434011213
GANGTOK
8016270440,

9832082664,
9832424750,
8768664251
9832470000

Sport&Specials

PSG beats Montpellier on penalties 
to reach French Cup final

Paris, May 13 (AP): 
Paris saint-Germain led 
twice through goals by 
KylianMbappe but need-
ed penalty kicks to beat 
Montpellier and reach 
the French Cup final.
Although PsG’s league 
title defense is hang-
ing by a thread, it re-
mains on course for a 
record-extending 14th 
cup win. PsG plays 
the winner of Thurs-
day’s match between 
high-flying Monaco and 
fourth-tier Rumilly-Valli 
res.

Mbappe put PsG 
ahead in the 10th min-
ute on Wednesday, but 
the visitors were pun-
ished for wasting chanc-
es when striker Gaetan-
Laborde equalized on the 
stroke of halftime with a 
superb shot into the top 
right corner.

Five minutes after the 

break, Mbappe was giv-
en far too much space 
on the left to cut inside 
for his 39th goal of an-
other prolific season.

Poor defending cost 
PsG again, just like last 
sunday against Rennes, 
and Montpellier sliced 
through midfield on 
a swift counterattack 
that concluded with 
lively striker Andy De-

lort turning in Labor-
de’s cross at the back 
post.

Montpellier coach 
Michel Der Zakarian 
was angry his side was 
not awarded a penalty 
near the end for an ap-
parent push in the back 
on a corner.

“If that’s PsG, then it’s 
a penalty,” he shouted.

“It’s scandalous.”

Yet he was indebted 
to center half Vitorino 
Hilton for clearing Mau-
ro Icardi’s shot off the 
line in the third minute 
of stoppage time, and to 
goalkeeper DimitryBer-
taud for a save seconds 
later.

The first five Mont-
pellier penalty takers 
all scored, leaving Ney-
mar to keep PsG in the 

competition. He did so 
with a typically confi-
dent and casual effort.

After Montpellier 
midfielder Junior sam-
bia blazed over and 
Neymar goaded Mont-
pellier’s players, striker 
Moise Kean sent PsG to 
its seventh straight fi-
nal.

MIsMATCH
Part-timers Rumil-

ly-Valli res face eight-
time French champion 
and five-time Cup win-
ner Monaco at the ram-
shackle stade des Gran-
gettes, which only has 
one stand and where 
attendance normally 
costs five euros (UsD 6).

But fans are still not 
allowed to attend amid 
coronavirus restric-
tions.

Monaco last won the 
cup in 1991 and lost the 
2010 final to PSG.

Paine hints at giving up captaincy if Australia 
win Ashes, backs Smith to “get the job again”

Melbourne, May 13 
(pti): Australian Test 
captain Tim Paine has 
hinted at stepping down 
from the position if his 
team manages to defeat 
England in the Ashes se-
ries this year and backed 
former skipper steve 
smith to succeed him.
The 36-year-old Paine 
has been under intense 
scrutiny after Australia 
were beaten 1-2 by an 
injury-ravaged India in a 
home Test series earlier 
this season. Paine said 
that debacle was partly 
because his team got dis-
tracted by India’s “nig-
gling”.

smith was Austra-
lia’s captain before being 
forced to step down in 
2018 owing to his role in 
the ball-tampering scan-
dal.

“Obviously I don’t 
make that decision but 
the time I played with 
steve as captain he was 
excellent. Certainly tacti-
cally he is as good as you 

get,” Paine was quoted as 
saying by news.com.au.

“He’s probably a bit 
like me when I was at 
the start of my captaincy 
journey in Tasmania - he 
was thrown into a very 
big role at a very, very 
young age and he prob-
ably wasn’t quite ready 
for it.

“But by the time I 
came in he was growing 
into that role and getting 
better and better. Then 
obviously (in) south Afri-

ca events happened and 
he’s not doing it any-
more. But yeah I would 
support him getting that 
job again,” he added,

Paine also hinted 
that he might step down 
from captaincy if Aus-
tralia can beat England 
in the Ashes later this 
year.

“At least another six 
Tests,” he said refer-
ring to the one-off Test 
against Afghanistan and 
the five-Test Ashes at 

home.
“If I feel like the 

time is right and we’ve 
beaten the Poms 5-0, 
what a way to go out. 
But it might be a tight 
series and we might be 
chasing 300 on the last 
day and I’m 100 not 
out and hit the winning 
runs - and then I might 
go again.”

Talking about the 
India series, which put 
him under tremendous 
pressure as captain, 

Paine said, “...they’re very 
good at niggling you and 
trying to distract you 
with stuff that doesn’t 
really matter and there 
were times in that series 
where we fell for that.”

“The classic exam-
ple was when they said 
they weren’t going to 
the Gabba so we didn’t 
know where we were 
going. They’re very 
good at creating these 
sideshows and we took 
our eye off the ball,” he 
added.

He was referring 
to unverified reports 
which claimed that the 
visiting side did not 
want to play the Bris-
bane Test. The media re-
ports relied on source-
based information to 
make the assertion.

India, however, went 
to Gabba and scripted a 
record chase of 328 with 
19 balls remaining on the 
final day for a thrilling 
three-wicket win, which 
also sealed the series.

Rijiju announces Rs 5 lakh each for 
bereaved families of hockey stars

New Delhi, May 13 
(PTI): sports Minister 
KirenRijiju on Thursday 
announced financial 
support of Rs 5 lakh 
each for the bereaved 
families of former 
hockey players M K 
Kaushik and Ravinder 
Pal singh, who recent-
ly lost their lives to 
COVID-19.

Both Kaushik and 
singh were a part of 
India’s 1980 Olympic 
gold-winning team.

“We’ve lost two 
hockey greats to Covid. 
MK Kaushikji&Ravin-
der Pal singh ji’s con-
tribution to Indian 
sport will always be 
remembered,” Rijiju 
wrote on his twitter 
handle.

“As a gesture of sup-
port, the sports Min-

istry is handing over 
Rs 5 lakh each to the be-
reaved families. We stand 
with them in this hour of 
grief.”

India lost the revered 
stars on last saturday.

While the 60-year-
old singh succumbed to 
the dreaded disease in 

Lucknow after battling 
it for nearly two weeks, 
Kaushik, 66, died after 
suffering from the ail-
ment for nearly three 

weeks.
Apart from achieving 

laurels as a player, Kau-
shik had also success-
fully coached both the 
senior men and women’s 
teams.

Under his coaching, 
both the Indian men’s 
and women’s teams 
claimed medals at the 
Asian Games.

He was awarded the 
Arjuna Award in 1998, 
before being bestowed 
with the Dronacharya 
award in 2002.

singh, on the oth-
er hand, played in two 
Olympics -- 1980 Mos-
cow and 1984 Los Ange-
les.

He also represented 
India in the Champions 
Trophy in Karachi (1980, 
1983) besides the 1979 
Junior World Cup.

India retain top spot in ICC Test 
Team rankings after annual update

Dubai, May 13 (PTI): 
India remained the num-
ber one Test side after 
the annual update of the 
ICC team rankings, re-
leased on Thursday.

India head the table 
with a rating of 121 hav-
ing accumulated 2914 
points from 24 matches.

ViratKohli’s men 
are closely followed 
by their World Test 
Championship final 

opponents, New Zea-
land, with a rating of 
120. The Kiwis have 
garnered 2166 points 
from 18 Tests.

England (109 rating) 
have climbed a place to 
third at the expense of 
Australia (108 rating), 
down to fourth now.

Pakistan (94) are 
fifth, while West Indies 
(84) have jumped two 
places to sixth.

South Africa (80) 
and sri Lanka (78) have 
dropped a rung each to 
seventh and eighth po-
sitions respectively, fol-
lowed by Bangladesh 
(46) and Zimbabwe (35).

India and New Zea-
land will square off in 
the inaugural World 
Test Championship fi-
nal at southampton’s 
Ageas Bowl from June 18 
to 22.

1 Swiss, 1 American die on 
Everest in year’s 1st fatalities

KAThMANDU, Nepal 
(AP): A swiss climber 
and an American have 
died on Mount Everest in 
the season’s first casual-
ties on the world’s high-
est mountain, expedition 
organizers said Thurs-
day.

The swiss climb-
er, Abdul Waraich, 41, 
reached the peak before 
having difficulties, said 
ChhangDawa of the ex-
pedition organizer, seven 
summit Treks in Nepal.

“Abdul successfully 
reached the summit but 
began experiencing is-
sues during his descent,” 
he said. “We sent two 
additional sherpas with 
oxygen and food. Un-
fortunately, the sherpas 
couldn’t save him.”

U.s. national Pu-
wei Liu, 55, also died 
at the highest camp on 
the mountain at south 

Col. He had reached the 
climbing feature named 
the Hillary step, located 
between south Col and 
the summit, but had to 
return because of snow 
blindness and exhaus-
tion.

With the help of sup-
port team members and 
additional oxygen, he 
was brought back to the 
camp at south Col but 
died on Wednesday eve-
ning, the organizers said.

No other details were 
given on the dead climb-
ers and when their bod-
ies would be brought 
down. Bad weather 
conditions have forced 
climbers to descend to 
lower altitudes for now.

Carrying bodies 
down the icy and slip-
pery slopes from the 
highest altitudes is a dif-
ficult task that takes lots 
of time, requires several 

sherpa workers and is 
generally very costly.

Nepal and China 
both canceled climbing 
seasons last year on the 
8,849-meter (29,032-
foot) -high mountain, 
which is divided between 
them. China is allowing 
only Chinese climbers 
on the north side of the 
mountain this year.

Nepal allowed for-
eigners to return this 
year and the government 
issued permits to 408 
climbers to attempt to 
scale the peak during the 
popular spring climbing 
season.

The month of May 
usually has the best 
weather for climbing 
Everest. scores reached 
the summit this week 
and more are expected 
to make their attempts 
later this month once the 
weather improves.

Rishabh Pant gets first 
dose of COVID-19 vaccine

New Delhi, May 13 
(pti): star India wick-
et-keeper batsman 
Rishabh Pant on 
Thursday received 
his first dose of the 
COVID-19 vaccine.
The 23-year-old play-
er, who has been 
named in the India 
squad for the World 
Test Championship 
final against New 
Zealand and the sub-
sequent series in En-
gland, posted a pic-
ture of him taking the 
jab.

Got my first jab 
today. When you are 
eligible, please step 
up and get the vaccine. 
The sooner we do it, 
the sooner we can beat 

this Virus, wrote Pant 
on his Twitter handle, 
along with the picture.

Pant has been in 
tremendous form this 
year as he played a key 
role in India’s Test se-
ries victories against 
Australia and England. 
He also led the Delhi 
Capitals in the sus-
pended Indian Premier 
League.

several of Pant’s 
teammates, includ-
ing skipper Virat-
Kohli, AjinkyaRahane, 
C h e t e s h w a r P u j a r a , 
UmeshYadav, Ishant 
sharma and Jasprit-
Bumrah have taken 
the first dose of the 
COVID 19 vaccine at 
different centres in 

the country.
Head coach Ravi 

shastri was the first 
from the Indian crick-
et team to receive the 
vaccine. He got his first 
jab in the first week of 
March, when vaccina-
tion was made open for 
all senior citizens.

In order to ramp 
up the coronavirus 
vaccination drive in 
the country, the Cen-
tre had last month an-
nounced a ‘liberalised 
and accelerated’ Phase 
3 strategy of COVID-19 
vaccination from May 
1.

Everyone above the 
age of 18 is now eli-
gible to get COVID-19 
vaccine.
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As ethnic violence rocks Israel, 
Arabs cite deep grievances

JeRUSALeM (AP): 
As rockets from Gaza 
streaked overhead, Ar-
abs and Jews fought each 
other on the streets be-
low and rioters torched 
vehicles, a restaurant 
and a synagogue in one 
of the worst spasms of 
communal violence Isra-
el has seen in years.
The mayor of the mixed 
town of Lod, which saw 
the worst of the violence 
Tuesday, compared it 
to a civil war or a Pal-
estinian uprising. Arab 
experts and activists say 
the violence was fueled 
by unrest in Jerusalem 
that has brought Israel 
to the brink of another 
Gaza war, but is rooted 
in deeper grievances that 
go back to the founding 
of the state.

Violence flared again 
Wednesday night with 
a wave of apparent re-
venge attacks. In Bat 
Yam, a Tel Aviv suburb, 
a large crowd of ultrana-
tionalist Israelis pulled a 
man from a car who they 
thought was Arab and 
beat him until he lay on 
the ground motionless 
and bloodied. A hospital 
said he’s in serious con-
dition without identify-
ing him.

Earlier, a group 
of black-clad Israelis 
smashed the windows 
of an Arab-owned ice 
cream shop in Bat Yam 
and ultranationalists 
could be seen chanting, 
“Death to Arabs!” on live 
television during a stand-
off with Border Police. In 
the northern city of Tibe-
rias, video uploaded to 
social media appeared to 
show flag-waving Israelis 
attacking a car.

Israel’s Channel 13 
quoted a senior police of-
ficer as saying Arabs are 
suspected of attacking 
and seriously wound-
ing a Jewish man in the 
coastal city of Acre amid 
new clashes there.

In a late night tele-
vision interview, Israeli 
President ReuvenRivlin, 
whose figurehead office 
is meant to serve as the 
nation’s moral compass, 
said the country was 
gripped by civil war and 
urged citizens to “stop 

this madness.”
Israeli Prime Minis-

ter Benjamin Netanyahu 
called on both Jews and 
Arabs to cease attacks 
on each other: “It doesn’t 
matter to me that your 
blood is boiling. You 
can’t take the law in your 
hands,” he said.

Police said they ar-
rested nearly 400 peo-
ple allegedly “involved 
in riots and disturbanc-
es” across the country 
Wednesday.

The violence comes 
at a time when Israel’s 
Arab minority appeared 
to be gaining new ac-
ceptance and influence. 
Mansour Abbas, the head 
of an Arab party with Is-
lamist roots, emerged as 
a kingmaker of sorts af-
ter March elections and 
was poised to play a key 
role in a coalition that 
would oust Prime Minis-
ter Benjamin Netanyahu 
and his right-wing allies.

But in an interview 
with The Associated 
Press on Wednesday, Ab-
bas indicated that coali-
tion talks would be put 
on hold because of the 
escalating violence. “If 
there is a cease-fire, we 
will return to the polit-
ical track to form a gov-
ernment,” he said.

In recent days, Arab 
citizens of Israel have 
held mass protests across 
the country over Israel’s 
policing of a flashpoint 
holy site in Jerusalem 
and plans to evict dozens 
of Palestinian families in 
the city following a legal 
campaign by Jewish set-
tlers.

Adding to the ten-
sions are increasing-
ly powerful far-right 
groups in Israel that won 
seats in March elections 
and are allied with Net-
anyahu. In recent days, 
far-right politicians have 
visited the tense east Je-
rusalem neighborhood 
where the families are 
threatened with eviction 
and staged marches else-
where in the bitterly con-
tested city.

After police broke up 
a protest Monday night 
in Lod, a young Arab res-
ident was shot and killed. 
Police spokesman Micky 
Rosenfeld said the man 
was with a group of riot-
ers threatening Jewish 
homes, and that Jewish 
residents opened fire in 
a “life-threatening sit-
uation.” He said three 
people have been de-
tained for questioning 
and police are investi-
gating. Arab residents 
of Lod disputed the ac-
count, pointing out that 
the slain man was un-
armed.

His funeral the next 
day drew thousands of 
people and a heavy po-
lice presence. Clashes 
broke out between the 
two sides, leading to riots 
in which several vehicles 
and a synagogue were 
set ablaze. A 56-year-old 
Jewish man was severe-
ly wounded after Arabs 
pelted his car with rocks, 
according to the Magen 
David Adom emergency 
service.

The violence soon 
spread to other mixed 
communities across 

Israel. In neighborin-
gRamle, ultra-nationalist 
Jewish demonstrators 
vandalized Arab cars. In 
Acre, protesters torched 
Uri Buri, a famous Jew-
ish-owned seafood 
restaurant. Magen David 
Adom said 46 people 
were wounded in the ri-
ots.

Rosenfeld said there 
were several different in-
stances of Arabs attack-
ing Jews, and that 12 po-
lice officers were wound-
ed. He said 270 suspects 
were arrested at 40 loca-
tions across the country 
where vehicles were set 
on fire and public prop-
erty was damaged. 

“The Arabs don’t want 
us here, but we’re going 
to stay,” said Avraham-
sagron, a Jewish resident 
of Lod, as he surveyed 
the charred entrance of 
the synagogue, the inte-
rior of which appeared 
largely untouched.

Netanyahu visited 
Lod and Acre, where he 
pledged to “stop the an-
archy” and restore order 
“with an iron fist if need-
ed.” He called on Arab 
and other community 
leaders to condemn the 
violence and act to stop 
it.

Authorities deployed 
hundreds of police rein-
forcements to Lod and 
other areas, including 
paramilitary border po-
lice who usually operate 
in the occupied West 
Bank. They also ordered 
a nighttime curfew in 
Lod.

Arabs say the vio-
lence of the past two 

days was not directed at 
Jews, but at religious na-
tionalists with close ties 
to the settlement move-
ment who have moved 
into mixed areas in re-
cent years, pushing Arab 
residents out.

Israel’s Arab minority 
makes up about 20% of 
the population and are 
the descendants of Pales-
tinians who stayed in the 
country after the 1948 
war surrounding Israel’s 
creation, when an esti-
mated 700,000 fled or 
were driven from their 
homes in towns like Lod. 
They have citizenship, in-
cluding the right to vote, 
but face widespread dis-
crimination.

Arab citizens 
speak Hebrew and are 
well-represented in Isra-
el’s medical profession 
and universities, but 
they largely identify with 
the Palestinian cause, 
leading many Israelis to 
view them with suspi-
cion. Lod’s Arabs, who 
make up about a third of 
the city’s population, are 
among the poorest com-
munities in Israel.

“We’re talking about 
young people who have 
no horizon, no dreams, 
who are unemployed 
and live in a very difficult 
reality,” said Dr.Nasreen 
Haddad Haj-Yahya, the 
director of the Arab-Jew-
ish relations program at 
the Israel Democracy In-
stitute, an independent 
think tank.

she said the anger of 
the last two days was not 
directed at Lod’slong-
time Jewish community 
but at more ideological 
recent arrivals.

“It’s not because of 
who they are. It’s because 
they are trying to Judaize 
Lod. They are trying to 
drive out the indigenous 
Arab residents,” she said. 
“The young people see it 
as a threat to their pres-
ence in the land, to their 
existence.”

Thabet Abu Rass, the 

co-director of the Abra-
ham Initiatives, which 
promotes Jewish-Arab 
coexistence, said the six 
Arab members of Lod’s 
municipal council have 
been sidelined and the 
city’s budget heavily fa-
vors Jews. He accused 
Mayor YairRevivo of in-
citing against Arabs.

Revivo, a member of 
Netanyahu’s right-wing 
Likud party, has court-
ed controversy by com-
plaining about the vol-
ume of the Muslim call 
to prayer in Lod and for 
remarks that appeared 
to cast its Arab residents 
as a national security 
threat.

“He should be a may-
or for everybody,” said 
Abu Rass, who lives near 
Lod and has an office 
there. “He’s not giving 
equal services for all res-
idents.”

The mayor’s spokes-
man said he was not 
available for comment. 
Earlier, Revivo had urged 
Arab residents to end the 
violence, saying: “The 
day after, we will still 
have to live here togeth-
er.”

Israeli officials often 
hold up the Arab minori-
ty as proof of their com-
mitment to tolerance, 
frequently pointing out 
that Arab citizens enjoy 
civic rights and freedoms 
that many Arab states 
deny their own people.

GhassanMunayyer, a 
Lod-based activist, says 
the veneer of coexis-
tence conceals deeper 
disparities, including in 
housing and infrastruc-
ture, comparing its Arab 
neighborhoods to “refu-
gee camps.”

“The Jews love say-
ing there’s coexistence. 
They go out to eat in 
an Arab restaurant 
and they call it coex-
istence,” he said. “But 
they don’t see Arabs 
as equal human beings 
who have rights that 
they have to respect.”

Nepal parties struggle to form 
a new govt as deadline nears

Kathmandu, May 13 
(PTI): Nepal’s political 
parties were struggling 
to reach a deal over the 
formation of a new gov-
ernment due to their 
factional feuds ahead of 
Thursday’s deadline set 
by the President after 
Prime Minister K P shar-
ma Oli lost a crucial trust 
vote on Monday.

The political stale-
mate comes at a time 
when the country is 
experiencing its worst 
COVID-19 surge with 
acute shortages of health 
facilities and oxygen for 
patients.

The Nepali Congress, 
under the leadership of 
party president sherBa-
hadurDeuba, on Tuesday 
decided to stake a claim 
for the prime minister’s 
post.

But its plans to stake 
claim to a coalition gov-
ernment, however, seems 
to have hit a snag after a 
section of the Janatasa-
majbadi Party (JsP-N), 
led by Mahanta Thakur, 
has made clear that it 
won’t participate in any 
government formation 
process.

The Thakur-led fac-
tion has around 16 votes 
in the House of Repre-
sentatives.

The Nepali Congress 
has 61 votes, backed by 
the Communist Party of 
Nepal (Maoist Centre), 
which has 49 votes.

The Congress-Maoist 
Centre alliance has the 
support of around 15 
lawmakers from the Up-
endraYadav-led faction 
of the Janatasamajbadi 
Party.

But together they can 
ensure just 125 votes 11 
short of the required 136 
in the 271-strong House 
to form a coalition gov-
ernment.

President Bidhya 
Devi Bhandari has asked 
the Opposition parties to 
come up with the support 
of majority lawmakers to 
form a new government 
by 9 PM Thursday.

In a bid to break the 
deadlock, CPN-UML 
lawmaker BhimBaha-
durRawal, who belongs 

to the Madhav Kumar 
Nepal-JhalanathKhanal 
faction of the party, on 
Tuesday urged lawmak-
ers who were close to 
the two leaders to resign 
en masse to facilitate the 
formation of a new gov-
ernment.

Rawal on Wednesday 
wrote on his Twitter that 
to topple the Oli-led gov-
ernment, they needed to 
resign from the Parlia-
ment.

“Extraordinary prob-
lems require extraordi-
nary remedies. PM Oli 
should be toppled to pre-
vent him from taking ad-
ditional steps against na-
tional interests and party 
statute and to prevent 
him from engaging in un-
democratic activities.

“For that, we should 
resign as members of 
Parliament. This is ap-
propriate in terms of po-
litical morality and legal 
principles,” Rawal tweet-
ed.

If 28 UML lawmakers 
of the Nepal-Khanal fac-
tion, who had abstained 
from the voting process 
when Oli sought a vote 
of confidence on Mon-
day resign en masse, it 
will make it easier for 
the Nepali Congress and 
the CPN-Maoist Centre to 
form a new government 
even if Janatasamajba-
di Party-Nepal ((JsP-N) 
lawmakers close to Thak-
ur and RajendraMahato 
don’t support them.

If the 28 UML law-
makers quit en masse, 
the strength of the 
271-member House of 
Representatives will be 
reduced to 243.

To avert the possible 
resignation of lawmak-
ers close to the Nepal-led 
faction, Oli has with-
drawn the party’s earlier 
decision to suspend four 
leaders.

These leaders include 
Nepal, Rawal, surendra-
Pandey and Ghanashy-
amBhusal.

It was unclear wheth-
er the decision to revoke 
the suspension will stop 
the resignation of the law-
makers close to former 
prime minister Nepal.

Nowhere to run: Fear in Gaza 
grows amid conflict with Israel
Gaza City, May 13 (AP): screams 
and flying debris enveloped 
Umm Majed al-Rayyes as explo-
sions hurled her from her bed in 
Gaza City. Groping in the dark, 
the 50-year-old grabbed her four 
children and ran as Israeli bombs 
struck their apartment building 
Wednesday, shattering windows, 
ripping doors to splinters and 
blasting away concrete.

While casualties mounted this 
week in the most severe outbreak 
of violence between Israel and the 
Gaza Strip since a 2014 war, al-
Rayyes and other Palestinians in the 
line of fire faced an all-too-familiar 
question: Where should we go?

This whole territory is a tiny 
place. It’s a prison. Everywhere 
you go, you’re a target, al-Rayyes 
said by phone from a neighbor’s 
house, where she sought refuge 
with her teenage sons and daugh-
ters and a few bags of clothes after 
the Israeli airstrike that she says 
came without warning.

In Gaza, a crowded coastal en-
clave of 2 million people, there are 
no air raid sirens or safe houses. 
Temporary United Nations shel-
ters have come under attack in 

previous years of conflict. In the 
past two days, Israeli airstrikes 
brought down three huge towers 
housing important Hamas offices 
and some businesses after the Is-
raeli military fired warning shots, 
allowing occupants to flee.

Fighter jets also targeted with-
out warning multiple residen-
tial buildings, located in teeming 
neighborhoods where Israel al-
leged militants lived. In all, more 
than 65 Palestinians have been 
killed in Gaza since Monday, includ-
ing 16 children. Among the dead 
were both militants and civilians, in-
cluding at least two women and chil-
dren who died during the apartment 
building strikes.

At a Gaza City hospital, dis-
traught families told of pulling 
bloodied relatives from piles of rub-
ble. One woman said her 4-year-old 
grandson and pregnant daughter-
in-law were killed when an Israeli 
air raid hit their two-story building 
on Wednesday.

They bombed them without any 
warning. The house had nothing but 
the kids, Umm Mohammad al-Telba-
ni cried in the hospital morgue.

The Israeli government long has 

accused Hamas of using civilians as 
human shields against retaliatory 
strikes; militants often launch rock-
ets from civilian areas and set up 
command centers inside residential 
buildings. Yet Israel received heavy 
criticism for its tactic of bombing 
buildings during the 2014 war with 
Hamas.

Recalling the horror of past 
wars, Gaza residents say they feel 
nowhere is safe. They also cannot 
leave the narrow territory, one of 
the world’s most densely popu-
lated places. It has been under a 
crippling Israeli-Egyptian blockade 
since Hamas seized control in 2007. 
Along its borders, Gaza is encircled 
by sensor-studded fences, concrete 
walls, galvanised steel barriers and 
the Mediterranean sea, where Israel 
restricts boats from Gaza to some 16 
nautical miles offshore.

There is nowhere to run, there is 
nowhere to hide, said ZeyadKhattab, 
a 44-year-old pharmacist in Gaza 
City, who fled to the family home 
where he grew up in the central 
Gaza district of Deir al-Balah with a 
dozen relatives when bombs pound-
ed his residential high-rise. That ter-
ror is impossible to describe.
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ReCORD BReAKeR! Singer Taylor Swift made history as the first non-British 
artist to ever accept the Global Icon Award at the 2021 BRIT Awards in London.

ARIeS:
They say this life of our moves in spirals. It is by acknowledging 
and integrating our soul lessons that we’re able to forge ahead 
on this path. Today, you’re being asked to open your eyes to 
what is being shown to you at this moment. Yes, there is 
another demon to slay. Aries. A demon that you have been 
playing hide-and-seek with for some time now. But you’re 
a spiritual warrior and you have, for many lifetimes, been 
preparing for this challenge. Go forth and conquer, baby! Go 
forth and conquer.
TAURUS:
Here’s the thing, honey: you are prepared for this. You have 
been preparing for this challenge for lifetimes. so, take the bull 
by the horns. As you do, remember the cliché “What doesn’t 
kill you makes you stronger”. Ps: You’ve got your spirit team on 
the other side hooting for you and cheering you on.
GeMINI:
You’ve been on a self-sabotaging spree, and those worn out 
track pants are telling us that you’re not even trying anymore! 
It’s time to get your mojo back, beautiful, starting with a 
shower and simple self-care rituals. Now, let’s redirect your 
attention towards who and what you have been avoiding. 
something tells us the offer at hand is a million dollar one, if 
only you give yourself a chance to dream big and believe that 
you are worthy of this dream. The mysterious forces above 
and below are holding space for you at this time. Go forth and 
conquer, Gemini!
Cancer:
Today, you’re being asked to reflect upon Philosopher Alan 

Watts’s immortal words, “Every individual is a unique 
manifestation of the Whole, as every branch is a particular 
outreaching of a tree.” so, what are your unique gifts, Cancer? 
What are the ways in which you have committed to serving 
those around you before you came into this physical form? 
something tells us the signs are getting louder and louder by 
the minute. so pay attention to what is being revealed to you 
by the forces beyond the veil, as it is helping you move to fulfil 
your sacred purpose.
LeO:
Uh-oh! Looks like that classic Leo pride is getting in the way 
of you and your closest relationships. so, they offended you, 
lion(ess). Could it be that *you* let them get under your skin? 
Word for wise: it’s time to remember that fear and loneliness 
bring out the worst in everybody. so be kind, loving and patient 
towards your fellow warriors as you remember that harmony 
will be restored eventually.
VIRGO:
A beautiful affirmation by James Van Praagh to begin your 
day with: “I acknowledge my fear, but I replace it with the 
light of awareness”. Today, you’re being asked to examine your 
suppressed emotions—all the laughs you did not laugh and all 
the tears you refused to cry. You matter, Virgo, and so do your 
emotions. so allow that which is unexpressed to resurface as 
you examine it through the lens of gentleness and compassion. 
Remember, you are an alchemist who has been endowed with 
the gift to transmute all that is lower vibrational into joy, love, 
creativity, prosperity and happiness.
LIBRA:

Think about the last time you wanted something—really, 
really wanted something—and the Universe kept you away 
from it. Do you see how this was a blessing in disguise that 
protected you from harm? Now, apply this wisdom to your 
current circumstances as you remember that what’s unfolding 
is neither good nor bad. It simply is. Your prayers are not lost 
in the deep, dark abyss of the multiverse, Libra. They are being 
received by the higher dimensional beings who are supporting 
your earthly mission. so replace fear with faith as you continue 
to soldier on. It’s all coming together for you even though your 
physical reality does not reflect so at the moment.
SCORPIO:
Just because you’re close to somebody doesn’t mean you’re 
going to like everything they say. In fact, you may not even like 
everything about them, and that’s okay. The cards are urging 
you to get real with yourself (and them!) about what’s amiss 
here, and how you’re feeling called to fix the situation. Know 
that your honesty will be appreciated greatly and that you will 
find a middle ground that suits both parties.
SagittaRiuS:
This is a beautiful time in the sagittarius HQ. A time that is full 
of ‘aha’ moments and revelations about who you are and what 
you came here for. It all makes sense, doesn’t it? The things 
that did and didn’t work out. They were meant to teach you 
important soul lessons and bring you to this point in your 
existence. A point where you are stepping into your magic 
(fully!) and sharing your gifts with the world. What your spirit 
team wants you to know: it’s time to go forth and conquer!
CapRiCoRn:

Healing is not a one time process, Capricorn. sometimes the 
sadness comes in waves. At other times, it feels like being 
caught in the midst of a storm—a storm that’s threatening to 
disrupt everything within and without. No matter what you’re 
feeling today, allow yourself to sit down with it. Allow yourself 
to feel all that’s coming up without necessarily putting a label 
on it. What your spirit team wants you to remember is that 
you’re stronger than you’ll ever know and that you will get 
through this.
AqUARIUS:
It’s time for a cup of truth tea, Aquarius. something tells us you 
are writing the tragic ending of this story even before you have 
given love a chance. What the cards want you to remember 
is that fear comes from the ego and the ego serves no other 
purpose than to protect our small, fragile selves. Instead of 
letting this fear get the better of you, think big. Allow yourself to 
believe that there is another reality out there. A reality where 
everything is working out in a way that’s better than you can 
imagine it. Ps: You’re being supported every day, at every step 
along the way.
PISCeS:
You are where you are supposed to be, living a life that is in 
alignment with your soul mission. so, don’t take the challenges 
as a sign that you’ve taken a wrong turn. Take them as an 
affirmation of your success and growth. The time to slay yet 
another demon has come, Pisces. Know that you are prepared 
for this battle and that strength and resources required are 
already with you.

ellen DeGeneres to end long-
running tV talk show next year

NeW yORK (AP): Ellen DeGeneres is 
calling time on her long-running talk 
show.
The daytime host, who has seen 
a ratings hit after allegations of 
running a toxic workplace, has 
decided that the upcoming 19th 
season will be the last, ending in 
2022. It coincides with the end of 
her contract.

“You may wonder why I’ve 
decided to end after 19 seasons. 
The truth is, I always trust my 
instincts. My instinct told me it’s 
time,” a tearful DeGeneres said 
Wednesday during a taping for 
Thursday’s show.

“I promise you that we’re go-
ing to have a fantastic final sea-
son. It will be a season where 
I truly get to say, ‘Thank You. 
Thank you all.’ Every day will be 
a celebration,” she said.

she used humor to lighten the 
mood and the message.

“In 1997, I knew it was time 
to come out on my sitcom and 
live my truth,” DeGeneres said, 
recalling a vivid, inspiring dream 
in which a bird escaped its cage 
because it had to be free.

“Recently, I had a dream that 
a bird, beautiful bird with bright 
red feathers, came to my window 
and whispered, ‘You can still do 

stuff on Netflix,’” a deadpan De-
Generes said, drawing laughs 
from the virtual studio audience.

“The Ellen DeGeneres show,” 
which started airing in 2003 and 
is distributed by Warner Bros., 
has a mix of dancing, games and 
giveaways along with A-list ce-
lebrities. But the host, who built 
her brand on the motto “Be Kind,” 
opened season 18 in september 

with a lengthy apology.
Three of  the show ’s  produc-

ers  exited over the summer 
amid al legations of  a  dysfunc-
t ional  workplace that  har-
boredmisbehavior,  including 
sexual  misconduct  and racial ly 
insensit ive remarks.

While  the allegations were 
“very hurtful to me,” they didn’t 
influence her decision to leave 

the show, DeGeneres told The 
Hollywood Reporter. “I wouldn’t 
have come back this season” if 
they had, she said.

“Although all good things 
must come to an end, you still 
have hope that the truly great 
things never will,” Mike Darnell, 
president of unscripted TV for 
Warner Bros., said in a statement 
Wednesday. “It was and is an in-
delible piece of the television 
landscape, and it will be sorely 
missed.”

Nielsen data shows “The El-
len DeGeneres show” viewership 
dropped by 1.1 million people 
this season, from 2.6 million 
viewers to 1.5 million viewers.

DeGeneres was the recipient 
of the Kennedy Center’s Mark 
Twain Prize for American Hu-
mor in 2015 and the Presidential 
Medal of Freedom under Barack 
Obama in 2016. In addition to 
her talk show, she has had a hand 
in Fox’s “The Masked Dancer,” 
NBC’s “Ellen’s Game of Games” 
and HBO Max’s “Ellen’s Next 
Great Designer.”

DeGeneres’ scripted TV show 
“Ellen” became a historic land-
mark in TV history in the 1990s 
when her character came out as 
gay.

emily Blunt junks rumours 
about ‘Fantastic Four’ casting

Los Angeles, May 13 (PTI): 
Hollywood star Emily Blunt 
has dismissed the rumours 
that she and her actor-direc-
tor husband John Krasinski 
have been approached for 
lead roles in Marvel’s “Fan-
tastic Four” movie.

Ever since the Kevin 
Feige-led studio announced 
its plan to make a new film 
about the group of four su-
perheroes, fans have been 
expressing their desire to 
see Blunt and Krasinski in 
the lead roles of Reed Rich-
ards aka Mr Fantastic and 
sue storm, respectively.

During her appearance 
on “The Howard stern show”, 
Blunt was asked about 
whether Marvel studios has 
approached them with the 

offer for the film.
“That is fan-casting. No 

one has received a phone 
call. That’s just people saying, 
‘Wouldn’t that be great?’” the 
38-year-old British star said.

Blunt said superhero mov-
ies are not “beneath her” but 
just not “up my alley”.

The actor was previously of-
fered the role of Natasha Roma-
noff aka Black Widow for “Iron 
Man 2” but had to say no to it 
due to her obligations to anoth-
er movie. The part ultimately 
went to scarlett Johansson.

“I love Iron Man and 
when I got offered Black 
Widow I was obsessed with 
Iron Man. I wanted to work 
with Robert Downey Jr. It 
would’ve been amazing. But 
I don’t know if superhero 

movies are for me. They’re 
not up my alley. I don’t like 
them. I really don’t,” Blunt 
said.

The actor believes that 
superhero movies as a genre 
have been “exhausted”.

“We are inundated. It’s 
not only all the movies, it’s 
the endless TV shows as well. 
It’s not to say that I’d never 
want to play one, it would 
just have to be something 
so cool and like a really cool 
character, and then I’d be in-
terested,” Blunt said.

The actor is currently 
promoting her much-de-
layed movie “A Quiet Place 
II”, a sequel to her 2018 mov-
ie of the same title. The mov-
ie is scheduled to be released 
in the Us on May 28.

HBO Max orders ‘Gordita 
Chronicles’ comedy series

Los Angeles, May 13 (PTI): 
streamer HBO Max has given 
a series order for half-hour 
scripted comedy “Gordita 
Chronicles”.
Newcomer Olivia Goncalves 
will headline the single-cam-
era comedy series, which 
hails from sony Pictures Tele-
vision, actor Zoe saldana’s 
Cinestar Pictures And Osprey 
Productions, HBO Max said in 
a press release.

Actor Eva Longoria will 
direct the pilot for the show, 
about a 12-year-old Domin-
ican girl who struggles to fit 
into hedonistic 1980s Miami 
as her family pursues the 
American dream.

Claudia Forestieri wrote 
the pilot and will serve as ex-
ecutive producer alongside 
Longoria. Brigitte Munoz-Li-
ebowitz is the showrunner.

In the series, Goncalves 
will star Carlota ‘Cucu’ Cas-
telli, a willful, con?dent, 
reluctant Dominican immi-

grant with a heart of gold.
Cucu is overzealous in 

her quest to regain the queen 
bee status in her new school, 
when her parents and older 
sister move to Miami for her 
dad’s new job.

Actors Diana Maria Riva 
and Juan Javier Cardenas will 
play Cucu’s parents Adela 
and Victor Castelli, respec-
tively.

savannah Nicole Ruiz will 
appear as Emilia, Cucu’s old-
er sister, while Noah Rico will 
portray Yosmel ‘Yoshy’ Her-
nandez, a Cuban refugee and 
Cucu’s first friend in Miami.

CosetteHauer will essay 
the role of Ashley, an opti-
mistic go-getter desperate to 
?t in, but nevertheless always 
sticks out.

Executive producers 
on the project include Josh 
Berman, Jennifer Robinson, 
Chris King, Munoz-Liebow-
itz, saldana, Mariel saldana 
and Cisely saldana.


