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SKM challenges Chamling to 
remove Golay from CM’s post

Party goes 
on counter-
offensive, says 
govt is looking 
into corruption 
allegations 
against 
former CM
SuMMit RepoRt
Gangtok, 06 Jun: 

Sikkim Krantikari Mor-
cha party spokesper-

son, Jacob Khaling, has 
challenged Sikkim Dem-
ocratic Front president, 
former CM Pawan Cham-
ling, to try his best to re-
move SKM president, PS 
Tamang [Golay] from the 
post of the Chief Minis-
ter. He remains convinced 
that Mr Tamang’s appoint-
ment as CM was constitu-
tionally sound and today 
alleged that the SDF was 
planning to use “money 
power” to have Mr Ta-
mang removed.

Also, in a clear indica-
tion of a tit-for-tat, Mr Khal-
ing also announced today 
that the SKM Government 

will now begin looking into 
allegations of corruption 
against Mr Chamling.

The SKM response 
comes in the wake of me-
dia reports that Mr Cham-
ling was in New Delhi to 
pursue legal options to 
challenge Mr Tamang’s 
appointment as the Chief 
Minister of Sikkim. 

Addressing a press 
conference here today, 

Mr Khaling alleged that 
Mr Chamling flexing mon-
ey-power in Delhi to have 
Mr Tamang removed. Mr 
Tamang alleged that SDF 
was resorting to this “af-
ter having failed” to stop 
Mr Tamang from becom-
ing the CM “legally and 
constitutionally.” 

He stated that Mr 
Tamang became the CM 
fulfilling two parame-

ters – first, getting the 
mandate of the people of 
Sikkim and then getting 
the permission from the 
Governor who evaluated 
all constitutional and le-
gal aspects.

Mr Khaling also let 
on that the SKM was 
going on the counter-of-
fensive now.

“We have won our 
first battle with the re-

cent election and now we 
will take up the next chal-
lenge of taking account 
of the people’s money 
and how it was pilfered 
in Sikkim and punish all 
involved in corruption. 
The government has al-
ready started the process 
of collecting details on 
all corrupt actions of the 
former CM,” he said.

turn to pg02

Will go to court if OFOJ circular 
is not withdrawn, threatens SDF 

No violation of Model Code of Conduct, DoP under political pressure

SaGaR ChettRi
Gangtok, 06 Jun: 

Sikkim Democratic 
Front today threat-

ened to go to court if the 
Department of Personnel 
does not withdraw its re-
cent circular on the One 
Family One Job scheme 
beneficiaries within one 
week. The department 
has misinterpreted the 
Model Code of Conduct 
norms under the pres-
sure of the SKM govern-
ment, the party has said.

It may be mentioned 
here that the Depart-
ment of Personnel [DoP] 
issued a circular on 31 
May asking the heads of 

all departments to sub-
mit a list of ‘One Family, 
One Job’  recruits who re-
ported for duty after en-
forcement of Model Code 
of Conduct on 08 March. 
The circular states that 
many departments ac-
cepted the OFOJ candi-
dates while the Model 
Code of Conduct was 
still in force in the State. 
It further stated that al-
lowing candidates to re-
port for duty during the 
Model Code of Conduct 
violates the norms of the 
Election Commission and 
the concerned depart-
ment or officer would 
be liable to be penalised 

under the established 
norms of the Election 
Commission of India. 

On the same, the DoP 
requested all Secretaries 
to immediately withhold 
and cancel the joining 
of all the candidates un-
der OFOJ scheme along 
with those candidates 
appointed under tempo-
rary basis who have “re-
ported for duty after the 
enforcement of Model 
Code of Conduct and 
list of such candidates 
along with their ap-
pointment orders may 
be forwarded to this de-
partment by June 10”.

turn to pg02

CM visits Gangtok mosque

Gangtok, 06 Jun (IPR): 
Chief Minister Prem 
Singh Tamang (Golay) 
visited Jama Mosque 
here today. The Chief 
Minister met the Mau-
lana of the Masjid along 
with the president, vice 
president, general secre-
tary and senior members 
of the Muslim communi-
ty. He was accompanied 
by Cabinet Ministers, KN 
Lepcha and Arun Upreti.

The community 
members wholehearted-
ly expressed their hap-
piness and gratitude to-
wards the Chief Minister 
for his visit.

The CM congratulat-
ed the community and 
extended his best wishes. 
He stated that the state 
government would em-
brace all the communi-
ties and everyone should 
support each other with 

love and compassion. 
He stated that all re-

ligions are the same and if 
we extend compassion to 
all sentient beings then ha-
tred, violence and casteism 
will have no place.

The Chief Minister 
extended all possible 
support to the commu-
nity and hoped that we 
work towards a state 
free of any class divi-
sion and casteism.

Minister visits  Berfok mishap 
site, hands over ex-gratia

Gyalshing, 06 Jun [IPR]: 
IPR Minister LN Sharma, 
who also happens to be 
the area MLA, accompa-
nied by DC West Karma 
R. Bonpo visited Pipalay 
Dara, Berfok, West Sik-
kim, where a breast-wall 
collapse claimed the life of 
Bhim Bdr. Thapa (Chettri) 
and injured three others 
Deo Pd. Rai, Sushil Sanyasi 
and Bashant Rai. 

The Minister, in the 
presence of DC-West, 
handed over the ex-gratia 
of Rs 4 lakh to the family of 
the deceased and ex-gratia 
of Rs 12,700 to the fami-
lies of injured persons.

He also met the be-
reaved family members 
and assured to provide 
a government job to one 
person of the family to 
cope up with the loss.

Meanwhile, all the 
injured were forwarded 
to the District Hospital, 
Gyalshing, from where they 
were referred to Siliguri for 
the further treatment. 

The district author-
ities have also visited 
the site and begun in-
vestigations into the 
incident and a case of 
Unnatural Death has 
been registered at the 
Kaluk Police Station.

LtVC urges SKM Govt to restore 15% job reservation for L-t 

Chamling writes to Speaker seeking 
action against Assembly hecklers

SuMMit RepoRt
Gangtok, 06 Jun: 

Sikkim Democratic 
Front party president, 

former Chief Minister 
Pawan Chamling, has 
written to the Speaker 
seeking “immediate nec-
essary action” against 
those involved in heck-
ling him from the visi-
tors’ gallery of the Leg-
islative Assembly on 03 
June while the Assembly 
was in session.

The petition states, “As 
the leader of the opposi-
tion party, SDF and being 
the senior most Member 
of the State Assembly, the 
unfortunate incident which 
took place during the As-
sembly session on 03 June 
was highly objectionable, 
condemnable and against 
the very spirit of parlia-
mentary democracy.”

The letter highlights 
that the power to main-
tain order in the House 

and upholding dignity and 
decorum, was vested in 
the Speaker on whom also 
rested the responsibility 
to “protect the rights and 
interest of every Member 
of the Assembly irrespec-
tive of their political con-
nections or affiliation.” 

“As per the tradition, 
practice and procedure 
in the Assembly, the per-
mission to attend the 
Assembly proceeding 
for the guests or visitors 
who are seated in the 
gallery of the House are 
provided with the rec-

ommendation of the re-
spective Members of the 
House and with the due 
approval of the Speaker,” 
it is added.

He insults hurled from 
the visitors’ gallery on 03 
June, Mr Chamling states 
were “defamatory, inde-
cent, unparliamentary 
and totally inappropriate.”

“The sole object of 
such illegal act commit-
ted by the said persons 
was to intimidate, threat-
en and humiliate me and 
the other Members of the 
SDF party. It is obvious 
that this entire act of il-
legality was pre-planned 
by the SKM party,” the 
letter adds. 

The petition points 
out that the entire inci-
dent was witnessed by 
all present in the House 
and must also have been 
recorded in the CCTV of 
the Assembly.

turn to pg02

SuMMit RepoRt
Gangtok, 05 Jun:

Limboo Tamang Voluntary Commit-
tee [LTVC] has urged the new Gov-

ernment to restore reservation for Lim-
boo & Tamang in Government jobs from 
13% to 15%. According to LTVC, despite 
repeated directions from the Ministry of 
Tribal Affairs, the previous government 
failed to take action on this issue.

In a press release, LTVC has said 
that reservation in Government jobs 
for Limboo and Tamang was originally 
15% but had been reduced to 13%. The 
Committee had written to the Ministry 
of Tribal Affairs regarding this which 
had forwarded the grievance to the 
Ministry of Personnel, Public Grievanc-
es and Pensions and Training. 

On 04 June, LTVC president, Yehang 
Tshong received an acknowledgment 
letter dated 24 May, 2019 from the Min-
istry of Personnel. 

“The communiqué’ from Ministry 

of Personnel, Public Grievances and 
Personal and Training states that the 
Ministry only deals with reservation in 

posts & services under the Central Gov-
ernment and issue related with LT (ST) 
communities is totally a State subject. 

Hence matter has been 
returned to Ministry of 
Tribal Affairs (MoTA),” the 
LTVC release informs. 

LTVC has said that it is 
sad and disappointing to 
know that although pre-
vious State Governments 
received so many direc-
tions from MoTA still the 
State government did not 
comply with the orders 
of Central Ministries and 
avoided solving this issue.

“LTVC is hopeful that the 
newly formed State Govern-
ment and DoP will comply 
with the orders of MoTA 
& SJE&W Department and 
take the appropriate steps to 
resolve all the issues raised 
by LTVC pertaining to Lim-

boo & Tamang Communities of Sikkim at 
the earliest,” the release states.

State Level World environment 
Day Celebration

CM directs 
SPCB to take 
action against 
erring pharma 
companies
Gangtok, 05 Jun (IPR): 
Sikkim joined the rest of 
the world and celebrat-
ed State Level World 
Environment Day with 
the theme “Beat Air Pol-
lution” here at Chintan 
Bhawan today. Chief 
Minister, PS Tamang 
[Golay] attended the 
occasion as the chief 
guest. He was accompa-
nied by Minister for For-
est, Environment and 
Wildlife Management 
Department, Karma 

Loday Bhutia, Cabinet 
Ministers, MLAs, Politi-
cal Secretary to CM, Ja-
cob Khaling and Chief 
Secretary, AK Shrivas-
tava. The programme 
was also attended by 
Gangtok Municipal 
Corporation, Mayor, 
Deputy Mayor and all 
HoDs, officials, teachers 
and students from vari-
ous schools.

Addressing the gath-
ering, the Chief Minister 
congratulated the win-
ning schools and the 
students for coming for-
ward to spread the mes-
sage of environment 
conservation which is 
now a global concern.

turn to pg02
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Plot foR Sale: 
Vacant plot measuring 0.38 Acres for 
sale at Amdo Golai, Deorali. Contact: 

09717191985/097474651223

URGeNtly ReqUIReD: 
Urgent Recruitment for a waiter 

with atleast 3 years experience and 
one kitchen helper. Contact: Hotel 

Paramount, Dentam, West Sik-
kim- 9735909625 / 8348285444

INteReSteD to BeCoMe 
a YoGa teaCheR?

CRiteRia – Academic qualification of minimum 
higher secondary pass

Complete yoga syllabus will be provided by SYVC 
Gangtok absolutely free of cost. After one year of ba-
sic training and service (karma yoga)/ volunteering 
in the Centre, the candidate would be sent for Yoga 
Teacher Training Course at Shivananda Yoga Ash-
ram. After TTC, the candidate would be appointed on 
part time basis at the Yoga Centre in Gangtok. College 
students can also apply. If required, food and accom-
modation would be provided.

Interested candidates may contact 
: Deepa Yoga Centre at 

Mob: +91 7432043719/ +91 8170953919.

laND foR Sale
A vacant plot measuring 0.38 Ha. 
(16552.80 sq – ft) is for sale at Amdo 
Golai (above the main road), Gangtok. 
For more information please contact – 
9717191985/9474651223.

WaNteD 
HOUSEKEEPER/BABYSITTER . 

Contact:  9933443442/9800500696.

Sanju FA tops Group-A; NDFA and 
Brotherhood FC play out a draw

SuMMit RepoRt
Gangtok, 06 Jun:

Sanju Football Acad-
emy, Sombaria, fin-

ished its league round 
of the Sikkim Football 
Association C-Division 
Sikkim League topping 
Group A. On Wednesday, 
playing its last league 
match, Sanju FA edged 
past Sumin Football Club 
2–1 to finish the group as 
toppers with 13 points. 
With this, the team has 
secured a berth in the 
final match for the cham-
pion’s title of C Division 
Sikkim League 2019.

Ingsha Subba and 
Tseten Bhutia contribut-
ed a goal each for Sanju 
FA while the lone goal for 

Sumin FC was scored by 
Yuvraj Gurung.

Sanju FA will take on 
the topper of Group-B in 
the final match of the league 
scheduled for 11 June.

Sanju FA was founded 
by Indian Internation-
al Sanju Pradhan at his 
hometown, Sombaria, in 
West Sikkim.   

Meanwhile, also on 

Wedneday, North District 
Football Association and 
Brotherhood Football Club 
played out a 2–2 draw and 
shared one point each. 

Pema Lhendup and 
Yazor Lepcha scored 
a goal each for North 
District FA, while Tika 
Hang and Samir Pradhan 
scored one goal each for 
Brotherhood FC.

Mr Khaling also alleged today that 
despite being a long-serving legislator, 
Mr Chamling violated the decorum and 
dignity of the Legislative Assembly on 
the opening day. 

He explained that the first session 
of the 10th Sikkim Legislative Assembly 
was for the oath taking ceremony of the 
newly elected legislators and election 
of the Speaker and Deputy Speaker and 
had no other agenda for discussion. 

Despite knowing this, the opposi-
tion leader displayed indiscipline and 
arrogance by trying to break tradition 
and precedence by taking up  a politi-
cal issue and ignoring the Speaker’s di-
rections to maintain discipline and not 
speak out of turn.

Mr Khaling also painted the incident 
in cateist colour asking aloud whether 
the former CM’s reaction was triggered 
by the caste of the Speaker.

On the confusion surrounding the 
State Government’s position on the 
One Family One Job scheme, Mr Khaling 
stated that the government has started 
the scrutiny process to regularise OFOJ 
employees. He stated that as many ap-
pointments under this scheme had 
been back-dated while the model code 
of conduct was in place. The appoint-
ments and joining made during the 
model code of conduct have been with-
held and cancelled to give justice to the 
genuine beneficiaries, he argued. 

He said that after scrutiny and other 

processes, all genuine beneficiaries will 
get jobs under this scheme.

Further on OFOJ, SKM general sec-
retary [social media], Navraj Gurung, 
stated that OFOJ was the brainchild of 
the SKM president and had been in-
cluded even in the 2014 election man-
ifesto of the party. He alleged that SDF 
hijacked this scheme and implemented 
it unethically just before this election. He 
further alleged that the earlier govern-
ment implemented the scheme without 
proper processes and without any re-
source for employees under this scheme. 

“Now, the SDF is spreading rumours 
on OFOJ scheme and conspiring to cre-
ate unrest in the State,” he alleged. 

He stated that SKM government 
was not removing anyone from the job 
but revising the scheme to create per-
manent resource and legal backing for 
these appointments.

Mr Gurung also refuted all alle-
gations that he hurled insults at MR 
Chamling from the visitors’ gallery of 
the Legislative Assembly.

The SKM spokesperson Mr Khaling 
also claimed that SKM was not involved 
in any violence in the State.

On the former CM’s heckling in the 
Assembly, Mr Khaling stated that the 
Speaker has constituted a committee 
to look into the matter and if the re-
port reveals the involvement of any 
SKM worker, then the party will also 
take action.

SKM challenges...

Addressing a press conference here today, SDF 
spokesperson, MK Subba said that government works 
that have already started at ground level after receiv-
ing all administrative approval can continue during 
the MCC period as per the MCC guidelines. 

There has been no violation of the MCC, Mr Sub-
ba said further adding that the department misinter-
preted the MCC norms under the pressure of the SKM 
government and issued the circular. On the same, he 
added that the OFOJ candidates had been selected be-
fore the MCC came into force.

Mr Subba also assured the beneficiaries not to 
worry as the party will fight for them.

Likewise, SDF spokesperson, Neeru Sewa men-
tioned that it was not the fault of the beneficiaries of 
the scheme but it was due to the delay of the depart-
ments on the appointment of the selected candidates. 
She added that OFOJ was a flagship programme of the 
SDF government to ensure at least one government 
job in every family of Sikkim.

SDF spokesperson Avinash Yakha said that around 
10,000 appointees under this scheme have become 
unemployed due to this DoP circular. He also alleged 
of political pressure on DoP in taking out this circular. 

Mr Yakha also strongly criticised and condemned 
the recent incident that occurred in the State Assem-
bly where unpleasant slogans were shouted against 
the former Chief Minister, Pawan Chamling from the 
visitor’s gallery.

SDF general secretary, Krishan Kharel stated that 
SKM had also accepted this scheme and promised to 
regularise OFOJ jobs but after getting the people’s votes 
the SKM government is playing with the future of unem-
ployed youth of Sikkim. Mr Kharel suggested that SKM 
fulfil its election promises and announcements instead 
of mowing down SDF and its programmes.

Will go to...

“In view of these facts and circumstances, I re-
quest the Speaker to take immediate and appropriate 
action against all the said persons or culprits who 
have indulged in such illegal act and have shown to-
tal disrespect to the very sanctity and decorum of the 
Sikkim Legislative Assembly under the rules and rele-
vant provisions of law, the petition added.

Chamling writes...

The Chief Minister stated that the 
younger generations have to play cru-
cial roles and responsibilities in not 
only engaging themselves for conserv-
ing the natural resources but also in 
educating others in doing the same. He 
stated that environment conservation 
is a top priority of the state government 
and thus it is very important to protect, 
nurture and preserve our natural habi-
tat and rich bio-diversity.

Likewise, he also added that teach-
ers should encourage students and 
inspire the young minds so that they 
become crusaders of tomorrow in pre-
serving the environment. He thanked 
the students and teachers for partici-
pating in creating awareness for such a 
noble cause.

The Chief Minister expressed his 
concern about the rising pollution in 
urban areas and urged everyone to 
work towards preservation of environ-
ment so that we surge forward not just 
in developmental path but also have 
a good healthy life. He reiterated the 
state government’s decision on ban of 
fire crackers and asked everyone to join 
hands in abiding for the same. Mr Go-
lay pointed out that some of the phar-
maceutical companies are violating the 
law on pollution and he directed the 
State Pollution Control Board to take 
action against those pharma companies 
violating the law.

The Chief Minister also invited each 
and every individual and organization 
to join the Forest Department in con-
serving environment and its natural 
habitat. He requested every individual 
to conduct plantation drive in uncul-
tivated and vacant land so that it will 
enrich the ecosystem and bear fruits 
for the generations to come. He urged 
all the concerned citizens to follow up 
on plantation of saplings to ensure its 
sustainability and productivity in the 
long run. He also appealed to everyone 
present about the danger of plastics 
and discouraged its use in the state.

Earlier, Minister for Forest Envi-
ronment Wildlife Management De-
partment, Karma Loday Bhutia in his 

address informed that the state govern-
ment is working hard on environment 
and pointed out the various policies 
which would help in the long run.

Chief Secretary, AK Shrivastava, in 
his address stated that it is our para-
mount duty to keep the earth safe for 
the future generations and we have 
the responsibility to protect and guard 
it. He appealed to everyone present to 
work towards a cleaner, greener and a 
sustainable world by creating aware-
ness on environmental issues. He also 
suggested making no vehicle day for 
government officials in a week which 
would also be a step towards environ-
mental conservation.

During the programme, web portal 
of Sikkim Climate Inventory and Man-
agement System (SCIMS) was launched 
by the Chief Minister and the depart-
ment’s report was also released.

The Forest Department acknowl-
edged the efforts of various schools 
in conserving the environment by 
presenting the Chief Minister’s Green 
School Rolling Trophy and State Green 
Schools Awards 2019 during the func-
tion today.

The Chief Minister’s Green School 
Rolling Trophy was given to Govern-
ment Senior Secondary School Pelling, 
West Sikkim along with cash prize of Rs 
5 lakh, certificate and gift hamper.

Meanwhile, nine schools were 
awarded with State Green School 
Award in different categories.

All these nine schools were award-
ed with cash prize, certificate, trophy 
and gift hamper respectively.

Likewise Officials and Staff received 
Commendation Certificate for their 
contribution for camera trapping the 
Royal Bengal Tiger in Sikkim forest.

Besides that environmental songs 
were presented by the students of Gov-
ernment Senior Secondary, Tadong, 
East Sikkim and Government Primary 
School, Gaikhana, North Sikkim.

Principal Secretary-cum-PCF, ML 
Srivastava delivered welcome ad-
dressed and vote of thanks was pro-
posed by CCF, BP Pradhan.

State Level...

PLCC research team to study all aspects of Pang Lhabsol

Sant Nirankari Namchi celebrates 
World Environment Day 

Saturday cleanliness drive shifted to thursday

Save environment rally by 
Rangpo school students 

SuMMit RepoRt
Gangtok, 06 Jun:

The Pang Lhabsol Cel-
ebration Committee 

for the Statue of Unity 
formally launched its 
research team to study 
various aspects of Pang 
Lhabsol, the Signing of 
the Blood Brotherhood 
Treaty between Bhutias 
and Lepchas and the 
issue of unity among 
all sections of the Sik-
kimese society.

The study team will 
study religious, cultural 
and historical issues.

The event started 
with the introduction of 
all members of the re-
search team and terms 
of reference of the study 
by vice-president, Tseten 
Lepcha, PLCC.

PLCC president T 
Lachunga offered Kha-
das to members of the 
research team and also 
gave a brief background 
on the process involved 

in the finalization of Stat-
ue of Unity and all other 
events associated with it.

The working commit-
tee comprises of Assis-
tant Professors Dr Kun-

zang Namgyal Lachungpa 
[Nar Bahadur Bhandari 
Degree College, NBBDC], 
Asst Prof Dr Anira Phi-
pon [Sikkim Universi-
ty], Assistant Professor 

Dr NT Lepcha (SCERT), 
Assistant Professor, Mr 
Namdol  Bhutia [NBB-
DC], Assistant Profes-
sor Jigme Wangchuck 
[NBBDC], PGT, Dupden 

Lepcha, Lingdok, HRDD, 
and PhD scholar Jigmee 
Wangchuck Bhutia [Vis-
va-Bharati University].

The research team 
also has an external/ 
advisory committee 
comprising of former Di-
rector General-cum-Sec-
retary, DESME, SD Tsher-
ing; Ex-Additional Direc-
tor, Ecclesiastical Depart-
ment, Sonam Dokhampa, 
Associate Professor Baic-
hung Tsechutharpa [Sik-
kim University], Director, 
HRDD, Uygen Shipmoo, 
Assistant Professor Dr 
Pano Pazo [Govt College, 
Kamrang], Assistant Text 
Book Officer, Saldong 
Lepcha, HRDD, Assistant 
Professor(NBBDC), PC 
Lepcha and Lepcha Edi-
tor Dikit Lepcha, IPR. 

Mangan, 06 Jun (IPR): 
District Magistrate, 
North, Raj Yadav, has de-
cided to initiate the first 
Thursday of every month 
as “Cleanliness Drive 
Day” in the district from 
today. Earlier, the cleanli-
ness drive was to be held 
on first Saturday of every 
month but since Satur-
days are now holidays, 
the cleanliness drive will 
be held on first Thursday.

DM, North, Mr Yadav 
has asked all offices lo-
cated in different parts of 
the district to undertake 
cleanliness drive in their 
premises positively.

In compliance with 
the direction of the DM, 
North all employees of 
the district have under-
taken cleanliness drive 
in their respective of-
fices by cleaning trash, 
clogged drains  and weed 

out old  and unwanted 
things from government 
office premises.

All Sub-Divisional 
Magistrates (SDM), Block 
Development Officers 
(BDO) and Head of Of-
fices of the district are 
requested to upload pho-
tographs of cleanliness 
drive activities under-
taken by them in their 
respective offices on DAC 
WhatsApp Group.

SuMMit RepoRt
Gangtok, 05 Jun:

Devotees of Sant Niran-
kari Charitable Foun-

dation, Namchi branch, 
organised a plantation 
and cleanliness drive 
along with a motivational 
awareness programme on 
the occasion of the World 
Environment Day 2019 at 
Central Park Namchi in 
South Sikkim. 

Saint, Raj Kumari 
Devi Jee, member in-

charge of Sant Nirankari 
Mandal, Delhi headquar-
ters, was the chief guest 
and was also accompa-
nied by a retired gov-
ernment official, Dinesh 
Tshering Bhutia, zonal 
Incharge and central 
pracharak, KM Chettri 
and Prem Kishore Keshri 
among other dignitaries.

It is informed that a 
huge rally with sewadals 
of the mission along with 
slogans of awareness to-

ward our Environment 
was taken out in Central 
Park of Namchi bazaar, 
which was followed by 
plantation and cleanli-
ness drive in the prem-
ises of Namchi District 
Hospital. The drive was 
participated by more 
than 500 devotees 
from different branch-
es of Pakyong, Jore-
thang, Mangan, Gyalsh-
ing, Makha, Rangpo, Tak-
shang and Ranipool.

SuMMit RepoRt
Gangtok, 06 Jun:

Rangpo Senior Sec-
ondary School organ-

ised a grand awareness 
rally to spread aware-
ness on saving our en-
vironment at Rangpo, a 
press release informs. 
The rally started from 

IBM and covered the 
entire Rangpo market. 
Students of Little Bells 
School also participated 
in the rally. 

Essay competition, 
plantation drive, cleanli-
ness drive, speech com-
petition was also organ-
ised in the school. 



3SummitTIMES | 07  June 2019CapitalTIMES

Sneha Kinetic power projects pvt. Ltd.
2 X 48 MW Dikchu HeP

PUBlIC NotICe
Date: 07/06/2019

This is to inform the general public residing on the bank of River Dik-
chu between Lingdok/ Lower Phodong to Dikchu that with the onset 
of monsoon the river level in the downstream of Dam at Lingdok/ 
Lower Phodong, Rokshay, Lower Rakdong, Lower Tanek, shall in-
crease due to release of excess water from the Lingdok Dam built by 
M/S Sneha Kinetic Power Projects Pvt. Ltd. and this is regular oper-
ational requirement and also in case of emergency regulation of in-
coming flood. The river water level downstream of Power house at 
Dikchu shall also increase suddenly due to release of water from the 
Tail Race Tunnel.

“Sirens Hooters” will be blown at various locations to warn the 
public on each increase in the water level, release of water from dam 
and hence, it is requested that all the people should take note of the 
“Siren Hooter” alarm as and when it is released sounded and take 
safety measure for self safety.

As such it is advised and appealed at all the people that at this sit-
uation they should not enter the river and also not allow their live-
stock etc. to graze approach near the reservoir periphery or in the 
downstream areas from Lingdok /Lower Phodong, Rokshay, Lower 
Rakdong, and Lower Tanek to Dikchu. It is also not advisable to carry 
out activities like picnic, fishing, boating, swimming, collection of riv-
er materials, collection of fire wood and grass, washing etc. close to 
the river banks during this condition.

it may be noted that Sneha Kinetic power projects pvt. Limit-
ed-shall not be responsible for any mishap due to ignorance of the 
advice as above. Further clarification if any in this regard may be ob-
tained from SKPPPL office at Dikchu or at these numbers 7407004662 
(Dam Control Room) 9733314957/ 9593385439 (Power House 
Control Room) or e-mail dikchuph@greenkoenergyprojects.com

The above information is issued in the interest of the public resid-
ing along the banks of River Dikchu from Lingdok/Lower Phodong to 
Dikchu.
for: M/s Sneha Kinetic Power Projects Pvt. ltd.

Plantation drive in Namchi

Rangpo students raise funds for Naveen

agriculture Minister chairs first meeting with officials Power Minister chairs first meeting 

panth attends meeting of 
Commerce & industries Ministry 

WED at Kalzang Gyatso Sr Sec School

LtVC team meets Minister Sonam Lama

Nepal agri officials visit Indian 
Cardamom Research instituteRotary awareness on menstrual 

hygiene at Bojoghari School

Gangtok, 06 Jun (IPR): 
Coordination meeting 
to welcome the Minis-
ter for FS&ADD, H&C-
CDD, AHLF & VS, IPR & 
Printing Department, 
LN Sharma was held to-
day in the Training Hall 
of Cooperative Depart-
ment, Krishi Bhawan.

Secretary Horticul-
ture Department, DK 
Bhandari in his open-
ing remarks gave a brief 
overview of the problems 
that the Department had 
been facing. He threw 
light on the major fact 
that land for agriculture 
has been depleting for 
various reasons and the 
manpower apart from 
old age group have been 
looking for other source 
of employment rather 
than farming. 

Mr Bhandari eluci-
dated that the Depart-
ment only has support 
from Central Sponsored 
Schemes and there has 
been no input from the 
State Plan. He hoped that 

in the coming days they 
would find means to 
overcome all the is-
sues and could work 
on increasing produc-
tivity, crop diversifica-
tion and advanced tech-
nological inputs.

Secretary, Agricul-
ture Department, Khor-
lo Bhutia presented the 
different aspects of the 
Department in a nutshell. 
He stated that the main 
focus of the Department 
is to escalate production 
as well as to maintain 
a consistent supply so 
that it suffices the local 
demands. He also reit-

erated the problem of 
decrease in production 
and increase in popula-
tion and consumption in 
the state.

A Power Point Pre-
sentation was given by 
all the sectional heads 
of various schemes that 
gave an overview and 
talked at length about 
the Action Plan, fund al-
locations, funding sourc-
es, total management etc.

LN Sharma in his 
address stated his hap-
piness in being a part 
of this family. He said 
that the Chief Minis-
ter PS Golay is inclined 

towards the welfare 
of the people and this 
Department has direct 
link to the grassroot 
which make up the real 
Sikkimese identity and 
thus it was an honour to 
be able to work on their 
behalf. The progress in 
agricultural sector in 
the state has been vis-
ible and it is our duty 
to work together and 
further take the state 
towards more progress, 
he said.

Mr Sharma stressed 
that policies should be 
framed which will direct-
ly benefit the farmers at 
grassroot level and for 
this District Centres of 
Agriculture and Hor-
ticulture Department 
need to start playing a 
bigger role. Instead of 
farmers commuting to 
the capital, provisions 
should be made at District 
Centres and thus distribu-
tion of manpower from 
Head Offices to districts 
where it is necessary 

should be considered.  
He also suggested 

that policy be made for 
Collection Centres not 
just for milk in the rural 
areas but also for vege-
table produce. Talking 
about Saturdays being 
declared as a holiday by 
the state government, 
he said that now the 
farmers have an added 
bonus day to do market-
ing and business.

The Minister request-
ed everyone present for 
their support and coor-
dination. He said that the 
future is in their hands 
and the next five years 
should stand testimony 
to their hard work and 
fruits of their labour.

The Minister reiter-
ated his stand that there 
would be no place for any 
illegal practices in the 
Department and hoped 
that everyone would 
come together as one 
team and work towards 
the direction of result 
oriented development.

SuMMit RepoRt
Gangtok, 05 Jun:

A team of Limboo Ta-
mang Voluntary 

Committee [LTVC] led 
by its president, Yehang 
Tshong met the Minister 
for Rural Management 
& Development Depart-
ment, Panchayat Raj and 
Cooperative Department 
& Ecclesiastical Affairs 
Department, Sonam 
Lama here on Wednes-
day. They congratulated 
him for being inducted as 
one of the Cabinet Minis-
ters in the new SKM led 
Government and offered 
best wishes for good 
and progressive tenure 
ahead, informs an LTVC 
press release.

LTVC had a brief dis-

cussion with the Minister 
and also submitted a let-
ter pertaining to various 
demands raised by LTVC 
for the welfare of Limboo 
and Tamang [ST] commu-
nities of Sikkim. The Min-
ister assured LTVC that 
he will discuss the issues 
raised by LTVC with the 
party high command to 

resolve the matter at the 
earliest, the release adds. 

LTVC is hopeful that 
the new Government will 
give justice to LT people 
of Sikkim and fulfill their 
long pending rightful 
demand for LT seat res-
ervation in the Sikkim 
Legislative Assembly, the 
release states.

Gangtok, 06 Jun (IPR): 
The Minister for Energy 
and Power Department, 
Mingma Norbu Sherpa 
received a warm wel-
come at the office of En-
ergy and Power Depart-
ment here this afternoon.

Minister was wel-
comed by PCE-cum-Sec-
retary of Power Depart-
ment, KB Kanwar, Senior 
Officers, officials from all 
four districts and staffs of 
the department.

In his first meeting 
with department head, 
officials and staffs, Min-
ister, Mr Sherpa said, “I 
have lot of expectation 
from officials and staffs 
of the department and I 
hope many issues pend-
ing in the department 
will now be resolved 
with mutual support and 
cooperation. I hope that 
the department will meet 
people expectations and 
we can work together in 
collectively strengthen-
ing the power sector in 
the coming days.”

The Minister stated 
that his main endeavour 
would be to take forward 
the work done in the 
power sector and work 

for the development and 
betterment of the state. 
He also raised his serious 
concerns over

the frequent death of 
linemen and directed the 
officials to sensitize the field 
staffs (linemen) to avoid 
any power related accident.

He said that the Pow-
er Department need to 
ensure quality of power 
supply in the state and 
stated that improving the 
quality and availability of 
power supply in the state 
would be one of his main 
focus since it has a direct 
relation with quality of life 
and socio-economic stan-
dard in the modern world. 
In some parts of the state, 
the accessibility of power 
is in pathetic condition, 
which needs to be im-

proved, he added.
Further, Minister 

urged the officials to 
keep and maintain de-
partmental documents 
properly so that in the 
near future white paper 
of the department will 
have authentic informa-
tion and can easily be ac-
cessed by any agencies.

At the end he thanked 
everyone present for the 
warm welcome and eluci-
dated the hope of working 
together collectively, posi-
tively and towards the over-
all betterment of the state.

The Minister also vis-
ited different sections of 
the department and in-
teracted with staffs. He 
was accompanied by Sec-
retary, Mr Kanwar and 
other officials.

New Delhi, 06 Jun (IPR): 
Minister of Commerce & 
Industries Department, 
Bedu Singh Panth, attend-
ed a joint meeting of the 
Board of Trade and Coun-
cil of Trade Development 
and Promotion convened 
by the Commerce & In-
dustries Ministry of the 
Government of India at 
Ashoka Hotel, New Delhi.

The meeting was 
presided by the Union 

Minister of Commerce & 
Industries, Piyush Goyal 
and Ministers of State for 
the concerned Ministry.

The issues relating to 
export and trade promo-
tion especially in relation to 
removing procedural bot-
tle necks, facilitating credit 
to exporters, ease of doing 
business, public procure-
ment policy to promote 
internal trade and related 
matters were discussed 

with a view to resolve them 
in a time bound manner.

The Principal Sec-
retary, Commerce & In-
dustries Department, 
Dr Thomas Chandy, also 
attended the meeting. 
Suggestions relating to 
Nathula border trade and 
enhancement of agro-
based export potential of 
the State were appraised 
at the meeting to the offi-
cials of the Ministry.

SuMMit RepoRt
Rangpo, 05 Jun:

Students of Rangpo 
Senior Secondary 

School have come for-
ward to support, Naveen 
Pradhan, a 10-year-old 
student of Government 
School, Tikpur, West Sik-
kim, who needs financial 
support for his medical 
treatment. 

Naveen is struggling 
with an 8mmhole in his 
heart since birth. He 
was under treatment 
at Cardiology Depart-

ment STNM Hospital 
since 20 May, 2019 and 
has now been referred 
out since the surgery 
he requires cannot be 
carried out in Sikkim. 

The parents have 
also been informed that 

the treatment will cost 
around Rs 5 lakh, money 
that they don’t have.  

The  Tikpur School 
management took to 
social media to solicit 
support for the family. 
In response, the Class 
X students of Rangpo 
SSS, supported by the 
principal and staff of 
the school, began a do-
nation drive and raised 
Rs 13,000 which has 
since been deposited 
into the bank account of 
Naveen’s father.

SuMMit RepoRt
Gangtok, 06 Jun:

A team of five officials 
of Nepal Agricultural 

Research Council, Gov-
ernment of Nepal vis-
ited Indian Cardamom 
Research Institute, Re-
gional Research Station, 
Spices Board, Tadong on 
06 Jun, 2019, as per a 
press release. 

The team, which in-
cludes Senior Scientist, 
Technical Officer and 
administrative staff, led 
by Dr Amar Pun (Senior 
Scientist) is on exposure 
cum study tour of Sikkim 
regarding the organic ap-
proaches in agriculture.

Ashutosh Gautam 
(Scientist, Crop Improve-
ment) shared informa-
tion on organic cultiva-
tion of large cardamom 
in Sikkim and other 
parts of North East In-
dia. He also shared in-
formation on impact of 
climate on crop physiol-
ogy and phenology. 

The officials have 
shown keen interest to 
know about the crop 

management practices 
under organic system 
in large cardamom and 
other spices, the re-
lease mentions. They 
also discussed about 
the variation among 
cultivars for altitude 
adaptation.

Mr Gautam also dis-
cussed about the ongo-
ing activities of collec-
tion, conservation and 
characterization of ger-

mplasm of large carda-
mom, breeding behav-
ior of crop, genetic di-
versity among cultivars 
and richness of flora in 
the region.

The officials ex-
pressed their gratitude 
to the ICRI, RRS, Spices 
Board, Tadong for their 
exposure to the large 
cardamom and organ-
ic methodologies being 
used in the state. 

Namchi, 06 Jun (IPR): 
On the occasion of World 
Environment Day, a 
plantation drive was 
organised by Forest, En-
vironment and Wildlife 
Management Depart-
ment’s South District 
office in the vicinity of 
Chardham Road here on 
Wednesday.

Approximately 150 

species of ornamental 
and flowering saplings 
of Azalea, Camellia and 
Cherry were planted.

The day was also 
marked by plantation 
drives, awareness pro-
grammes and allied 
activities carried out 
by various  organisa-
tions and Institutions 
in the district. 

Mangan, 06 Jun (IPR): 
World Environment Day 
was celebrated at Kalz-
ang Gyatso Senior Sec-
ondary School at Kabi, 
a press communique 
from Sub-Divisional 
Magistrate, Mahesh 
Sharma, informs.

The day started with 
a Green Run followed by 
plantation drive.  

The celebration had 
Forest Minister, Kar-
ma Loday Bhutia, as 
the chief guest accom-
panied by the SDM as 
guest of honour.

SuMMit RepoRt
Gangtok, 06 Jun:

Rotary Club of Gangtok 
organized a work-

shop on menstrual hy-
giene at Bojoghari Senior 
Secondary School in col-
laboration with Project 
Baala here today.

The workshop 
was part of the events 
planned by the Rotary 
Club of Gangtok to mark 
its golden jubilee year.

The awareness work-
shop sought to educate 
students about menstru-
ation, menstrual hygiene 
practices and to dispel 
myths and taboos. Re-
usable sanitary napkins 
called Baala Sanitary 
Pads were also distrib-

uted to the students who 
were also informed how 
to use them.

Project Baala was 
represented by the or-
ganisation’s project co-
ordinator, Soumya Dab-
riwal. 

Project Baala con-
sists of a team of recently 
graduated college stu-
dents passionate about 
improving the lives of 
women and young girls 
around the world. The 
project has been started 
with University funding. 

Soumya is an eco-
nomics graduate from 
the University of War-
wick and has worked in 
Africa and Haryana in the 
development sector. 
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WRITE US: 
Readers are invited to 
comment on, criticise, run 
down, even appreciate if they like 
something in this paper. Letters 
carrying abusive/ indecorous 
language and personal attacks, 
except when against people 
responsible in this newspaper 
(who are fair game), will have 
to be ignored. Letters which 
carry forward a conversation or 
initiate a dialogue will command 
immediate attention and receive 
prominence.  
Mail us at: news@summittimes.com

8th June, 1997
Before 18 Sept, 2011, there was this horror

In 2011, Sikkim received a new date to remember 
natural disasters by on 18 September when the 

strongest “homegrown” earthquake tore through 
the State. Close to seven years since, most Sikkimese 
appear to have forgotten that evening and refuse to 
live by any of the lessons that the temblor taught. 
That was perhaps expected since the State has con-
sistently ignored such lessons. After all, before the 
Quake, there was the cloudburst over Gangtok on 08 
June, 1997; a freak of nature of such ferocity that it 
claimed a total of 52 lives in and around Gangtok and 
parts of North Sikkim. And no, the monsoon had 
not arrived early in 1997, as this was technically 
still a pre-monsoon episode. It was unprecedent-
ed in its inundation. Met Office records reveal that 
on the intervening night of 08 and 09 June, Gang-
tok received a record rainfall of 223.8 mm. The 
entire month of June, once monsoon hits Gangtok, 
receives an average of 650.4 mm of rain. 40% of 
the month’s quota poured out in a span of few hours 
twenty-one years ago!

Officially recorded as a cloudburst, this inun-
dation was triggered right above Raj Bhavan and 
tested the drainage of the capital city and found it 
wanting right at the beginning itself. Water spilled 
everywhere and the copious amounts that flowed 
through Gangtok on the day cleaved away a building 
from its foundation near Zero Point along NH31A 
almost directly below where the cloud had suppos-
edly “burst”. A landslide rushed off from just behind 
Mintokgang and poured slush into a building on the 
Gangtok-Chandmari axis. Tathangchen suffered a 
sleepless night as rural houses further down were 
washed away and families buried alive, not only 
there, but also up at Chandmari. Baluwakhani suf-
fered too. In fact, all of Gangtok suffered. It is de-
batable whether better drainage alone could have 
saved Gangtok that night. A cloudburst, after all is a 
ferocious event and no drain or jhora is planned with 
such an inundation in mind.

08 June, 1997, taught Sikkim in general and 
Gangtok in particular, many lessons. How well either 
learnt its lessons remains suspect. Take the jhoras 
for example. Although the deluge was too volumi-
nous that night for Gangtok’s jhoras to manage, they 
could still have performed better. Although many 
jhora training works have been undertaken since, 
their serviceability remains woefully limited. Cos-
metic touch-ups in Gangtok defeat the purpose if 
the jhoras remain under-prepared further downhill. 
In many areas, the drains fall away from the slope 
of the road which leaves them collecting only dead 
leaves and filth with water running riot on the road. 

Some genuine initiatives were also taken in the 
wake of 08 June, 1997. The formation of Civil De-
fence teams across the State is one example. Its volun-
teers have served their communities well and brought 
some coherence to the manner in which the State han-
dles and mitigates disasters. But that group also ap-
pears to have withdrawn away from society and since 
the anniversary of that cataclysmic night is observed as 
Disaster Awareness Day in Sikkim, it might be a good 
idea to resuscitate this volunteer organisation. 

Other efforts have fared even more poorly. A 
high-level technical committee was constituted in 
the wake of the landslides twenty years ago. It must 
have prepared a report too and submitted it, but no 
one seems to be aware of its contents, in fact, they 
also appear unsure of its present location. Some rules 
have been framed to check against future mishaps, but 
how judiciously they are followed and enforced is there 
for all to see. But that’s about the administration. The 
monsoon is almost upon us, it is already too late to at-
tempt anything grand, but even a quick revision of the 
do’s and don’ts that 1997 taught the administration 
and the people might be of some help. At least better 
than just fretting and praying.

Many plant species at risk of extinction – and 
we’re blind to danger this poses to life on earth

Narcissism – and the various ways it can 
lead to domestically abusive relationships

ava valaSHJaRD
theconversation.com

Narcissism is a topic that is increas-
ingly spoken about in today’s Ins-

tagram obsessed age of self-promotion 
and vanity. There has also been a sig-
nificant increase in studies and inves-
tigations into narcissism, and that too 
has brought narcissism far more into 
the public domain.

Any evidence of increasing 
self-awareness is to be welcomed. 
And yet, there is a danger here, be-
cause narcissism is a far more com-
plex condition than the popular con-
ception implies.

Popular ideas of narcissism bring 
to mind the Donald Trumps and Jair 
Bolsonaros of the world – those with 
a grandiose self-image, an inflated 
ego and feelings of entitlement to 
special treatment. We think of those 
for whom any criticism is met with 
anger and rage. (Think Trump’s 
near-constant accusation of “fake 
news!” whenever he is challenged 
or criticised.) In terms of relation-
ships, narcissists are often thought 
to be self-obsessed self-promotors 
who are interested in quickly moving 
from one relationship to the next.

Narcissistic behaviour also in-
volves a lack of empathy, an exploit-
ative attitude towards others and, 
paradoxically – given that it rep-
resents a clear sign that they are un-
able to convince themselves of their 
own brilliance – a burning need for 
peoples’ attention and admiration.

Narcissism, in its medical sense, 
can be understood as existing along 
a spectrum. At the lower end, narcis-

sism is an adaptive and healthy state, 
one which most of us possess, and 
is closely linked with assertiveness 
and healthy self-regard. At the higher 
end, though, narcissism is so extreme 
that it is classified as a personality 
disorder. This affects a small percent-
age of the population.

But to conceive of narcissism as 
being an easy-to-spot personality 
trait, typically manifested through 
grandiose, male type characteris-
tics, ignores a key side to narcissism 
that could go unseen. At least that 
is what my recent study shows. And 
this could influence how we think 
about narcissism in relationships in 
important ways.
CoMPlICateD NaRCISSISM

In conducting interviews with 
partners of narcissistic individuals, 
colleagues and I explored the mo-
tives underpinning the behaviour of 
narcissists. Most of the people we 
spoke to were approached through 
social media as self-perceived vic-
tims of narcissistic partners.

Before the interviews, we delib-
erately did not provide explicit guid-
ance regarding the definition of nar-
cissism as we wanted people’s own 
views to channel their thoughts. But 
participants’ understandings of nar-
cissism in response to the question 
“In general, how would you describe 
a narcissist?” were carefully com-
pared and analysed with more com-
mon clinical measures to ensure they 
had indeed been with a partner with 
narcissistic traits.

We found some manifestations 
that fitted the standard picture of 
narcissism. Narcissistic partners who 

displayed these standard, grandiose 
features were likely to react with vi-
olence in response to threats to their 
self-esteem, typically when demands 
of entitlement, admiration and per-
ceived authority were not met. These 
relationships were described by par-
ticipants as swift and vicious – they 
charmed and disarmed, and sub-
jected partners to abuse, often quite 
overtly, as a way to defend them-
selves against the slightest injury and 
ego-threatening situations.

But the picture was more com-
plex than this. We found that many 
narcissists, instead of reacting with 
grandiose responses, reacted vulner-
ably. Rather than reacting with the 
threat of abandoning their partners, 
they commonly reacted with the fear 
of being abandoned. In other words, 
the violence was there, but through 
an act of clinging on rather than 
throwing away.

This suggests that relationships 
with more vulnerable narcissists 
may be more slow and insidious, and 
potentially more harmful. In these 
cases, the manifestation of narcis-
sist characteristics was found to be 
more subtle, leading to sulky, passive 
aggressive abuse of partners in re-
sponse to fears of being abandoned.
ReaDING tHe SIGNS

What, then, are the identifiable 
signs that would unmask the be-
haviour of vulnerable narcissists? At 
the root of vulnerable narcissism is 
the profound fear of abandonment. 
Such individuals have a fearful at-
tachment style, which is indicative of 
vulnerable narcissists’ hidden enti-
tled expectations of partners to satis-

fy their needs while fearing they will 
fail to do so.

This suggests that the fear of 
abandonment is not necessarily to 
do with the potential loss of the part-
ner. Instead, it relates to the potential 
loss of what their partner can offer 
to make the narcissist feel better. 
Key possible indicators of vulnera-
ble narcissism to look out for are any 
manipulation and covert psycholog-
ical abuse that aims to inspire pow-
er and control, for instance through 
adopting a “victim” status to inspire 
sympathy in partners or to keep 
them in a heightened state of co-de-
pendent anxiety.

Whereas the grandiose narcis-
sist may become angry and then 
leave, the vulnerable narcissist will 
become angry, administer the same 
level and degree of abuse, but then 
do everything to stop their partner 
from leaving.

Of course, things are more subtle 
and complex in reality. And it’s im-
portant to remember here that we’re 
dealing with people, and that label-
ling should be avoided at all costs. 
But there needs to be a shift in how 
we as a society understand and ap-
proach narcissism. Because our re-
search indicates that when narcis-
sism is manifested in its commonly 
known grandiose form, it is highly 
damaging, but when it is masked 
and hidden in its vulnerable form, 
it can be far more painful, far more 
drawn out, and in some cases far 
more damaging.

[the writer is PhD candidate 
and Associate Lecturer, 

Edinburgh Napier University]

SaRah MCKiM & CLaie haLpiN
theconversation.com

Up to a million species may go extinct due to 
human activity according to a recent report, 

some within decades. We all know the mammals 
in trouble – polar bears, giant pandas and snow 
leopards – but how many of us could name an en-
dangered plant? A 2019 report assessed 28,000 
plant species and concluded that about half of 
them were threatened with extinction.

This failure to notice and appreciate plants has 
been termed “plant blindness”, and it’s particular-
ly worrying because there are significantly more 
plant species at risk than mammals, despite the 
latter hogging most of our attention.

Luckily, we developed a one minute cure for 
plant blindness that’s free and easy to do. Simply 
stop what you’re doing and look around. Are you 
in a room with wood or fibreboard floorboards or 
furniture? Do you see wallpaper, books or tissues? 
These are all made from plants. Your clothes may 
be made from plant fibres, such as cotton and lin-
en. Perhaps you have food, fruit juice or a glass of 
wine nearby. Even if you’re in an office with plastic 
furniture, carpet tiles and wearing a polyester suit, 
these were made from oil generated over millions 
of years from plant and animal remains. Our lives 
are utterly dependent on plants, so why don’t we 
see them? 
LoSt CoNNeCtioNS

Our lack of appreciation for plants is a fairly 
recent thing. Our history tells a very different sto-
ry. The dawn of farming around 12,000 years ago 
was when people became obsessed with growing 
plants for food, changing the way we live and our 
planet forever. Starting with domesticating cere-
als such as barley, rice and wheat, humanity’s in-
creasing population and sedentary communities 
depended on their ability to farm, leading to entire 
civilisations focused on agriculture.

Industrialisation and the more recent “green 
revolution” in agriculture led to incredible increas-

es in cereal production and farming efficiency, 
allowing more people to live in cities rather than 
work on farms. Our agricultural success is a major 
reason why, for the first time in our history, most 
humans no longer farm, leaving people free to ig-
nore our complete dependence on plants.

Tragically, our talent for farming has come at 
a huge cost to biodiversity. Right now, half of the 
habitable land on earth is used for agriculture, a 
major reason behind our current extinction crisis.

Should we care about losing the diversity 
of plant species, as long as we are producing 
enough food? Absolutely. Plants are the major 
food producers in most ecosystems, providing 
nourishment and shelter to microbes, fungi, in-
sects and animal species which themselves play 
key roles in ecosystems.

While some creatures eat one type of plant – 
such as the bamboo-dependent giant panda – mi-
cro-organisms which live in the soil and make land 
fertile by recycling plant nutrients, perform better 
the more different plant species there are growing. 
Plant diversity also improves how much carbon is 
pulled from the atmosphere and stored in the soil 
– vital for mitigating climate change.

The crops that feed us may increasingly de-
pend on the survival of other plant species. Crops 
are vulnerable to disease and climate change, 
but wild and ancient species are often resistant 
to diseases and can grow on poor soils and in 
difficult environments. These plants will have 
genes that could make crops disease-resistant 
and allow them to grow in harsher conditions 
with less fertiliser and pesticide. We need this 
invaluable genetic heritage so that more people 
can continue to eat well in the future.

Our health is also intimately connected with 
plant diversity. Just under half of all prescription 
medicines come directly from plants or by remak-
ing plant chemicals. We’ve screened only a fraction 
of species for potential medicines – we don’t know 
how many useful plant chemicals and genes re-
main to be discovered. Even the most overlooked 

plants can be enormously important. 
You might be surprised to learn that the species 

most studied to understand how plants work is a 
genus of tiny weeds called Arabidopsis. Most peo-
ple have never heard of them and couldn’t identify 
them, even though they regularly pull them from 
their garden. By studying Arabidopsis, scientists 
learned how plants know when to flower, which is 
being used to improve our understanding of flow-
ering in vegetable crops – key to improving their 
yield. They also learned how Arabidopsis defends 
itself from pathogens, which could be used to make 
crops resistant to disease.

We can cultivate an appreciation of plants and 
their importance by improving access to parks, 
botanic gardens and forests, as well as including 
plant biology throughout the science curriculum in 
schools. But we also need to ensure there is a fu-
ture for the thousands of species threatened with 
extinction. We need to produce more food on less 
land, so that natural habitats can thrive.

Plants could contribute even more to society’s 
needs in the future. Technologies already exist 
for making fuels and plastic from the agricultural 
waste of straw, grain husks and potato peel. These 
alternatives sadly won’t compete with cheap oil 
until we pay the full cost of our current lifestyles 
with a carbon tax. To avoid mass extinctions, we 
need transformative change in our politics, eco-
nomics and technology to preserve and sustain-
ably use the incredible natural resources that 
Earth provides.

A painless first step towards making this 
change is something you could do every day: our 
one minute cure for plant blindness. If we stop, 
think and appreciate how plants enrich our lives, 
we will learn to respect our agricultural heritage 
and natural habitats and better manage the trade-
offs between them.

[Sarah McKim is Principal Investigator of 
Plant Developmental Biology, University of 

Dundee; Claire Halpin is Professor of Plant Biology 
and Biotechnology, University of Dundee]
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Five more arrested in Congress 
candidate murder case

arunachal govt taking steps to 
check crime, violence: Minister
Itanagar, Jun 6 (PtI): A 
road map has been drawn 
to initiate measures to re-
gain Arunachal Pradesh’s 
lost glory as the “island 
of peace”, with involve-
ment of all stakeholders, 
including communi-
ty-based organisations 
and students, state Home 
Minister Bamang Felix 
said Thursday.

The new project 
-’Hamara Arunachal 
Abhiyan’-is aimed at re-
ducing crime and vio-
lence in the state by tak-
ing “strict action against 
those trying to destabi-
lise peace”, he said.

“We will involve peo-
ple from all walks of life 
to effectively deal with 
the deteriorating law 
and order condition in 
Arunachal. The ‘abhiyan’ 
will be soon kicked off 
by Chief Minister Pema 
Khandu,” Felix told re-
porters after convening 
a review meeting of the 
state police department.

Arunachal has wit-
nessed widespread vio-
lence over the past few 
months, the recent one 
being the May 21 militant 
ambush, which claimed 
the life of Khonsa West 
legislator Tirong Aboh 
and ten others.

In February, three 
people were killed and 
several injured in 
clashes over issuance 

of Permanent Resi-
dent Certificates to 
six non-Arunachalee 
communities.

Felix, while ad-
dressing the press 
meet, said the state 
cabinet has sanctioned 
the creation of 1000 
new posts of civil po-
lice officers to strength-
en the existing force.

“The government 
has also proposed the 
creation of an anti-riot 
battalion in the state to 
effectively deal with the 
law and order situation. 
The idea is in the concep-
tual stage and we have 
written to the finance 
department for its ap-
proval. Once cleared, the 
other modalities will be 
worked out,” the minis-

ter stated. The state gov-
ernment had last year 
sanctioned Rs 9.5 crore 
for police modernisation, 
and the process of pro-
curing arms and other 
equipment will be com-
pleted soon, he said.

“The government will 
not tolerate any form of 
violence nor will it spare 
anybody trying to desta-
bilise peace in the state,” 
Felix added.

Among other present 
at Thursday’s press meet 
were DGP SBK Singh and 
Home Commissioner 
Ashish Chandra Verma.

Asked about the al-
leged security lapses in 
the Khonsa massacre, 
Singh said, “A joint oper-
ation of the Army and the 
police has been launched 

to nab the culprits in-
volved in Aboh’s killing. 
We have directed the 
Army to seal the border 
with Nagaland,” he add-
ed. Felix, on his part, said 
the government has al-
ready announced that it 
would hand over the case 
to the NIA.

The newly sworn-
in state cabinet mem-
bers, during their first 
sitting on Sunday night, 
had unanimously decid-
ed that the Aboh killing 
case will be handed over 
to the National Investi-
gation Agency (NIA) as 
“thorough investigation 
needs to be carried out 
in a time-bound manner 
and justice be delivered 
expeditiously to the be-
reaved family members”.

IPS officer deposes 
before CBI in 

Narada tapes scam
Kolkata, Jun 6 (PtI): 
SMH Mirza, an IPS officer 
who had been shown in 
the Narada tapes alleged-
ly taking cash from a pur-
ported businessman in a 
sting operation conduct-
ed in 2014, deposed be-
fore the CBI officials here 
on Thursday.

Mirza was the Super-
intendent of Police of 
Burdwan district when 
the sting operation was 
conducted by Mathew 
Samuels of the Narada 
News portal.

The CBI is investi-
gating the case to find 
out who had instructed 
Mirza to take the cash 
offered to him and on 
whose behalf, sources in 
the probe agency said.

In the sting opera-

tion, which was claimed 
to have been carried out 
in 2014, some persons 
resembling senior Trin-
amool Congress leaders 
and the IPS officer are 
seen accepting money 
from the representatives 
of a fictitious company in 
return for favours.

However, the sting 
video footages were up-
loaded in the news portal 
before the West Bengal 
assembly elections in 
2016, creating a furore in 
the state politics.

Taking over inves-
tigation of the case fol-
lowing a Calcutta High 
Court order, the CBI had 
booked 12 top TMC lead-
ers, including MPs and 
West Bengal ministers, 
and Mirza.

Jaishankar to embark on two-day 
visit to Bhutan from Friday: MEA

New Delhi, Jun 6 (PtI): 
External Affairs Minister 
S Jaishankar will embark 
on a two-day visit to 
Bhutan from Friday, his 
first overseas trip after 
assuming charge of the 
ministry.

MEA Spokesperson 
Raveesh Kumar said 
during the visit, Jaishan-
kar would call on Bhu-
tanese Prime Minister 
Lotay Tshering and is ex-
pected to receive an audi-
ence with King of Bhutan 
Jigme Khesar Namgyel 
Wangchuck.

He will also hold talks 
with his Bhutanese coun-
terpart Tandi Dorji.

“It will be Jaishan-
kar’s first visit abroad 
as the external affairs 
minister and reflects the 
importance that India 

attaches to its relation-
ship with Bhutan, a close 
friend and neighbour,” 
Kumar said.

Bhutan has been a 
close ally of India and bi-
lateral ties between the 
two countries are on an 
upswing in the last few 
years.

“India and Bhutan 
share a unique and time 
tested bilateral relation-
ship, characterised by ut-
most trust, goodwill and 
mutual understanding,” 
said Kumar.

“During the visit, the 
two sides will discuss 
entire gamut of bilater-
al relations, including 
the upcoming high-lev-
el exchanges, economic 
development and hy-
dro-power cooperation,” 
he added.

Berhampur (odisha), 
Jun 6 (PtI): Five more 
persons were arrested 
for their alleged involve-
ment in the murder of 
Congress candidate of 
Aska Assembly constitu-
ency in Ganjam district, 
police said Thursday.

With this, as many as 
seven people have so far 
been arrested for their 
alleged involvement in 
the killing of Manoj Jena 
(46), Congress candidate 
from Aska Assembly con-
stituency on May 22, a 
day before the counting 
of votes, police said.

Anand Swain (24), 

Shankar Rout (18), 
Sibaram Behera (22), 
Kartika Nahak (26) were 
arrested from Laxmipur 
in Koraput district, while 
Sultan alias Sunil Kumar 
Nayak (34) was arrested 
from Balugaon railway 
station on Wednesday, 
Superintendent of Police, 
Berhmapur, Pinak Mish-
ra said.

Three motorcycles, 
two crude pistols, three 
rounds of live ammuni-
tion, two knives, 10 mo-
bile phones and around 
Rs 3,500 cash have been 
seized from the accused, 
the SP said. Earlier, po-

lice had arrested two 
accused persons, Ganesh 
Nayak and Hrushikesh 
Patra, for their alleged 
role in the murder, police 
said. The main conspir-
ator in the murder case 
is, however, still at large. 
“We have identified the 
main accused as Bhaga-
ban Sahu, a liquor trader. 
A special police team has 
been formed to arrest 
him,” he the SP said.

According to prelim-
inary investigation, per-
sonal enmity and rivalry 
in liquor business ap-
peared to have led to the 
crime, he said.

Missing Army plane: Arunachal villagers 
saw smoke in mountain on route

Itanagar, Jun 6 (PtI): Res-
idents of an Arunachal 
Pradesh village Thursday 
said they had seen thick 
black smoke billowing 
from a mountain on Mon-
day, the day an Indian Air 
Force aircraft carrying 
13 people went missing, 
prompting authorities to 
verify the claim.

As efforts to locate 
the missing plane con-
tinued, Chief Minister 
Pema Khandu called up 
deputy commissioners 
of Siang, West Siang, 
Lower Siang and Shi-
Yomi districts and di-
rected them to intensify 
the search operation.

The authorities of 
Siang and West Siang 
districts have formed 
three teams to carry 
out searches in as many 
mountain ranges on the 
aircraft’s route, a state-
ment from the Chief Min-
ister’s Office said here.

Three people from 
Tumbin village said that 
on Monday afternoon 

they had seen thick black 
smoke originating from a 
mountain towards Molo 
village in Siang district. 
“This is being verified,” 
Director General of Po-
lice S B K Sing informed 
the CMO.

The Russian-origin 
aircraft lost contact on 
Monday afternoon after 
taking off from Jorhat 
in Assam for Mechu-
ka advanced landing 
ground near the border 
with China. Mechuka 
is also the headquarter 
of Shi-Yomi district of 
Arunachal Pradesh.

Each of the teams set 
up by the two district au-
thorities consists of 3-4 
local people and they will 
trek to Bayor Adi Moun-
tain range near Tumbin 
village, Pari Adi moun-
tain range near Molo 
village and Sibir-Virgong 
mountain range between 
Molo and Tumbin, the 
statement said.

“Necessary logistical 
support have been pro-

vided to the teams. Bayor 
Adi team trekked yester-
day and returned with-
out any news,” it said.

A joint effort by civ-
il police, Army and Air 
Force is also in force to 
search the crash location 
in an area of about 2,500 
square kilometre under 
Kaying and Payum circles 
of Siang district.

However, the location 
is yet to be found out.

The chief minister 
also appealed to the vil-
lagers of the areas fall-
ing on the route of the 
aircraft to provide infor-
mation, if they had any, 
to the nearest adminis-
trative headquarter or 
police outpost.

The aircraft took off 
from Jorhat at 12.27 
pm for the Menchu-
ka advance landing 
ground, and its last con-
tact with the ground 
control was at 1 pm. A 
total of eight crew and 
five passengers were on 
board the plane.

NCDRC asks WB hosp, 
doctor to pay Rs 3.4 lakh 
for deficiency in service, 

leading to patient’s death

Students’ 
body 
calls off 
indefinite 
hunger 
strike in 
Nagaland
Kohima, Jun 6 (PtI): An 
indefinite hunger strike 
called by a students’ 
body in Nagaland in sup-
port of its five-point 
charter of demands has 
been called off follow-
ing the intervention of 
Chief Minister Neiphiu 
Rio, the organisers said 
Wednesday.

The demands includ-
ed action against erring 
officials for alleged si-
phoning of Rs 1.32 crore 
from the state techni-
cal scholarship funds in 
2014-16 and resignation 
of the director of tech-
nical education for not 
revealing the names of 
those involved.

On the expiry of an 
ultimatum seeking ful-
fillment of their demands 
served to the Technical 
Education Department 
on May 25, the All Naga-
land College Students’ 
Union (ANCSU) had 
launched the hunger 
strike on June 4.

An indefinite Di-
mapur bandh called by 
the same organisation 
from June 5 has also 
been postponed, ANCSU 
vice president Benjong 
Longchar and general 
secretary Vimeyiekho 
Vitso told a press confer-
ence here.

The chief minister 
had called the ANCSU 
leaders for a discussion 
on Wednesday follow-
ing police action against 
the agitating students 
at the Secretariat on 
Tuesday, which was 
condemned by student 
bodies and civil societies, 
Longchar said.

Deputy Chief Minis-
ter Y Patton and Minis-
ter for Higher Education 
and Technical Educa-
tion Temjen Imna Along 
were also present at the 
meeting.

Among the other de-
mands were setting up of 
a nodal cell to implement 
the scholarship schemes 
in Nagaland, settlement 
of Kohima Science Col-
lege land encroachment 
issue by making alterna-
tive arrangements and 
initiating necessary ac-
tions for the welfare of 
the college.

The ANCSU also de-
manded recruitment of 
110 professors through 
the Nagaland Public Ser-
vice Commission to fill 
up the vacant posts of 
assistant professors and 
an investigation into the 
implementation of all the 
18 scholarship schemes 
in the state.

Longchar claimed 
that the state govern-
ment has agreed to 
meet their demands im-
mediately.

New Delhi, Jun 6 (PtI): 
Apex consumer commis-
sion NCDRC has directed 
a hospital in West Bengal 
and its doctor to pay Rs 
3.4 lakh as compensation 
to the family of a 15-year 
old girl, who died due to 
delay in surgery, saying 
timely treatment would 
have increased her 
chance of survival.

The girl was admitted 
to the hospital suffering 
from appendicular per-
foration and she was ad-
vised to seek treatment 
elsewhere.

When her father ex-
pressed inability to shift 
her, the doctor conducted 
the operation later that 
night, saying there was 
no availability of a surgi-
cal team earlier.

However, her condi-
tion deteriorated further 
and she was transferred 
to another hospital with 
ventilator support ac-
companied by the surgi-
cal team. The girl was de-
clared dead the next day.

Observing that time-
ly treatment would have 
given her a shot at life, 
the National Consum-
er Disputes Redressal 
Commission directed 
Arogya Niketan Nursing 
Home Village in Paschim 
Medinipore, West Ben-
gal, to pay Rs 1 lakh and 

Dr Madhusudan Pal, the 
treating doctor, to pay Rs 
2 lakh to the father of the 
girl.

They were both di-
rected to pay Rs 20,000 
each as litigation cost to 
the father.

The commission also 
said the hospital and the 
doctor knew of the girl’s 
critical condition but 
still nothing was done by 
them, saying it was an act 
of omission on their part.

“There was delay of 
12 hours which proved 
fatal to the patient. In our 
view, non-availability of 
surgical team was a lame 
excuse. It was the total 
neglect which caused 
further deterioration.

“In the instant case 
nothing was done by 
them (doctor and hospi-
tal) but they neglected 
the serious patient who 
was just lying in the ve-
randah of nursing home. 
Thus, during emergen-
cy it was not reasonable 
care from them. It was 
an act of omission on the 
part of both when they 
knew that the patient 
was knocking on the 
door of death,” NCDRC 
Presiding member S M 
Kantikar and member 
Dinesh Singh said, add-
ing that it amounted to 
deficiency in service.
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i want to retire after tokyo 
olympics, says Mary Kom

New Delhi, Jun 6 (PtI): 
After years of speculation 
over her retirement, six-
time world champion MC 
Mary Kom on Thursday 
said she plans to hang 
her gloves after winning 
the elusive gold medal at 
the Tokyo Olympics.

The 36-year-old has 
been the inspiring force 
in Indian boxing. In her 
18-year long illustrious 
career, she has won six 
World Championships, 
an Olympic bronze med-
al, and five Asian Cham-
pionships.

Besides being an ac-
tive and top-level boxer, 

she is also a sitting Rajya 
Sabha MP.

“After 2020 I want to 
retire. So my main mis-
sion is to get a gold for 
India. I really really want 
to win ( gold),” Mary Kom 
said on the sidelines of 
an event organised by 
Colgate. Mary Kom won 
the the bronze medal in 
the flyweight category at 
the 2012 London Olym-
pics. She now aims to 
change the shade of her 
medal to gold.

“I always try my best 
to give a medal to the 
country and if possible 
a gold. I will be starting 

my preparation for the 
Olympic qualifiers and 
the World Champion-
ship. I want to win a gold 
medal this time.”

The boxing fraternity 
is facing tumultuous con-
ditions in the run up to 
the Olympics next year. 
The International Olym-
pic Committee (IOC) 
has stripped the Inter-
national Boxing Associ-
ation (AIBA) from host-
ing events at the Tokyo 
Olympics.

The IOC has an-
nounced that it will pre-
pare a new calendar for 
Olympic qualifiers be-

tween January and May 
next year and it may 
even have a re-look at 
the weight categories. 
Indian pugilists are stuck 
in a limbo but Mary Kom 
feels it is beneficial for 
her if the qualifiers are 
held next year. “It is ac-
tually better for me I will 
get more time to pre-
pare,” she said.

“We are training 
regularly for all com-
petitions not just the 
Olympics. In the World 
Championship, I will get 
to know the opponents, 
what their strengths and 
weaknesses are. Accord-

ingly I can prepare. I will 
also get extra time for 
preparing if the qualifi-
ers are held later.”

After failing to qualify 
for the Rio Games, Mary 
Kom had changed her 
weight category to 48kg 
in December 2016 but 
now the pugilist from 
Manipur is back to com-
peting in the 51kg.

Asked about the tran-
sition, Mary Kom said: 
“51kg category is not 
new for me. I was fighting 
in this category 4-5 years 
back. It was not con-
tinuous because I kept 
changing my weight.”

American author Tayari Jones’ 
‘An American Marriage’ wins 

Women’s Prize for Fiction

london, June 6 (PtI): 
American author Tayari 
Jones has won the Wom-
en’s Prize for Fiction for 
her book, “An American 
Marriage”. The book, 
which portraits a young 
African American’s 
wrongful conviction and 
how it affects his mar-
riage, has beaten two 
former Booker prize 
winners to take home 
“one of the biggest in-
ternational celebrations 
of women’s creativity”.

Last year’s Booker 
prize winner “Milkman” 
by Anna Burns and for-
mer Booker winner Pat 
Barker’s new novel, “The 
Silence of the Girls”, were 
also shortlisted for the 
women’s award.

“This is an exquisite-
ly intimate portrait of a 

marriage shattered by 
racial injustice. It is a sto-
ry of love, loss and loy-
alty, the resilience of the 
human spirit painted on 
a big political canvas that 
shines a light on today’s 
America. We all loved 
this brilliant book,” Kate 
Williams, Chair of Judges, 
said on Wednesday.

The author received 
the 30,000 prize and the 
Bessie’, a limited edition 
bronze figurine, at an 
awards ceremony host-
ed in Bedford Square 
Gardens by novelist and 
Women’s Prize Founder 
Director, Kate Mosse.

“This is a powerful 
story about love and fam-
ily, injustice and strength. 
Through ‘An American 
Marriage’, Tayari Jones 
proves she is not just a 

masterful storyteller, but 
also a visionary writ-
er, unafraid to address 
important issues about 
race, class and society 
head-on,” organisers said 
in a statement.

The Women’s Prize 
for Fiction one of the 
biggest international 
celebrations of women’s 
creativity is the UK’s only 
annual book award for 
fiction celebrating ex-
cellence, originality and 
accessibility in women’s 
writing from throughout 
the world.

Now in its 24th year, 
the prize was set up in 
1996, to celebrate and 
promote internation-
al fiction by women 
throughout the world to 
the widest range of read-
ers possible.

De Villiers wanted to come back for WC 
but SA rejected offer with ‘no regrets’

Johannesburg, Jun 
6 (PtI): AB de Villiers 
wanted to come out of 
retirement for the World 
Cup but Cricket South 
Africa (CSA) refused to 
accept the offer as the 
batting great had ig-
nored pleas to not retire 
last year.

According to ‘ES-
PNCricinfo’, de Villiers 
made the offer to come 
back in May, barely 24 
hours before the final 
squad for the ongoing 
showpiece in the UK was 
to be announced by CSA.

The revelation came 
amid a disastrous start 
to South Africa’s World 
Cup campaign, which 
has seen them lose three 
matches including one 
to Bangladesh. While 
Wednesday’s six-wicket 
defeat to India turned 
the situation from bad 
to worse, the loss of pace 
great Dale Steyn to a 
shoulder injury has also 
considerably weakened 
the team.

CSA selection panel 
convenor Linda Zondi 
confirmed that de Vil-
liers did make the offer 
and that skipper Faf du 
Plessis and coach Ottis 
Gibson were quite keen 
to have him back as well.

However, de Villiers’ 
omission was based on 
principles, Zondi said.

“I pleaded with AB 
de Villiers not to retire 
in 2018. Although there 
was a perception that he 
was picking and choos-
ing when to play - which 
was not true - I did give 
him the option to plan 
and monitor his season 
to get him to the World 
Cup fresh and in a good 
space,” Zondi said in the 
CSA release.

“He turned down the 
offer and said he was at 
peace with his decision 
to retire,” he recalled.

“For Faf du Ples-

sis and Ottis Gibson to 
share AB’s desire to be 
included in the squad on 
the day we announced 
our World Cup squad on 
April 18th was a shock to 
all of us. AB left a big vac-
uum when he retired, we 
had a year to find players 
at franchise level to fill 
the gap,” he added.

Amid the revelations, 
de Villiers expressed his 
support for the belea-
guered team.

“All that’s important 
is that we should all fo-
cus on supporting the 
team at the World Cup. 
There is a long way to 
go and I believe the boys 
can still go all the way,” 
de Villiers wrote on his 
twitter handle.

The three straight de-
feats have left South Af-
rica with an improbable 
task of winning all six of 
their remaining prelimi-
nary fixtures, just to keep 
their prospects of reach-
ing the semi-finals alive.

Zondi said that de Vil-
liers dropped no hints of 
wanting to come back in 
the year gone by..

“We had players who 
put in the hard work, 
who put up their hands 
and deserved to be given 
the opportunity to go to 
the World Cup.

“At no point in the 
year that he had retired 
did he make himself 
available for selection. 
It was no option when 

I received the news on 
the day of the squad an-
nouncement, our squad 
was finalised and con-
firmed,” he said.

The 35-year-old 
swashbuckler is consid-
ered a modern-day great 
for his innovative shots 
and more importantly, 
his ability to decimate ri-
val attacks, making him a 
game-changer.

“AB is undoubtedly 
one of the best players in 
the world, but above all 
else, we have to stay true 
to our morals and princi-
ples, there is no regret in 
the decision,” Zondi said.

Retirement in 2018, 
exactly a year before 
the World Cup, meant de 
Villiers could not fulfil the 
selection criteria, which 
included playing do-
mestic or international 
cricket in the interven-
ing months. The report 
stated that it was recall-
ing the dashing batsman 
at the last moment would 
have been unfair on the 
players who have been 
performing in his absence, 
such as Rassie van der 
Dussen. Dussen made 
three fifties in his first 
four ODI innings after 
making his debut against 
Pakistan in January.

Before the cricket 
community trained its 
eyes on the World Cup, 
de Villiers turned out for 
his IPL franchise, Royal 
Challengers Bangalore.

Players from 23 
nations for Mumbai 

Mayor’s Chess

this is Rohit’s best ever oDI 
innings, says skipper Kohli

Kushan Sarkar
Southampton, Jun 6 
(PTI): Virat Kohli has 
watched Rohit Sharma 
score quite a few ‘Dad-
dy Hundreds’ but the 
Indian captain rated his 
deputy’s unbeaten 122 
against South Africa in 
their World Cup opener 
as his best innings in one 
day cricket. Rohit, who 
has an unprecedented 
three double hundreds 
in 50-over format, hit 
his 23rd ton on a bouncy 
Ageas Bowl track under 
overcast conditions.

“I think in my opin-
ion this is by far his best 
ODI innings because of 
the kind of pressure the 
first game brings from a 
World Cup point of view,” 
Kohli said at the post-
match press conference.

“And then I know, as 
a batsman, when you go 
in and a few balls bounce 
like that, it’s not easy to 
gather yourself again and 
play in a calm manner.”

According to Kohli, 
the best part about Ro-
hit’s innings was his 
composure as he was 
ready to curb his natu-
ral attacking instinct and 
put his head down and 
be patient.

“A lot of times bats-
men tend to hit their way 
out of the situation. But 
he was very composed. 
He’s played so many 
games, we expect a lot of 
maturity and a lot of re-
sponsibility from some-
one like him,” he said.

“In my opinion, of 
all the brilliant innings 
I have seen him play, I 
think this, for me, was the 
top of the pile because of 
the way he compiled his 
innings and at no stage 
did we feel like, or he felt 
like he is going to throw 
it away,” the skipper said.

Rohit hit 13 boundaries 
and two sixes in his 144-

ball innings to help India 
overhaul the victory target 
of 228 in 47.3 overs for a 
six-wicket win. Kohli said 
the best part about Rohit’s 
innings was the manner 
in which he set the pace, 
dropping anchor while 
others had the freedom to 
attack. “I think controlling 
the game so beautifully 
from one end and allowing 
the others to display them-
selves and string in small 
little partnerships, looking 
at the fact that they were 
only chasing 228...,” he said. 
“Rohit played the perfect in-
nings for that kind of a situ-
ation on that kind of a wick-
et against a bowling attack 
that was threatening to pick 
up wickets at any stage. So, 
yeah, in my opinion, by far 
his best knock,” the skipper 
had no doubt.

Yuzvendra Chahal’s 
four wickets and Kuldeep 
Yadav’s tight spell set it 
up nicely for the Indi-
an team as South Africa 
were restricted to 227 
for nine in 50 overs.

Once again after their 
away tour in 2018 when 
they had picked up an 
aggregate of 33 wick-
ets between them, ‘Kul-
Cha’ were again at the 
forefront picking up five 
wickets for 96 runs in 
their combined 20 overs.

“A massive factor. 
We spoke about the fact 
the last time we played 
them, they were not that 
confident against our 
spinners. What we ex-

perienced was they were 
not able to rotate strike 
so well,” Kohli said. “They 
were trying to hit their way 
out of a situation which, for 
a captain, any day I would 
love batsmen trying to hit 
boundaries to get out of 
trouble rather than rotat-
ing strike because the risk 
factor is high.” The skipper 
termed the performance of 
his team as a “professional” 
one as they had to also bat-
tle the conditions.

“I think it was a pro-
fessional effort from 
us. It was a low-scoring 
game, not the highest of 
totals you will see in one-
day cricket nowadays.

“That was because 
of the way the pitch was 
throughout the course 
of the game and I think, 
from that point of view, 
we were very profes-
sional with the new ball 
as well as in the middle 
overs,” he said.

A good start is always 
essential for any team 
and Kohli said this win 
over South Africa will 
help in creating positive 
vibes in the team.

“Starting off well is al-
ways an important thing 
and we got together nice-
ly as a team in the first 
half on the field. It is very 
important to create that 
energy and we were able 
to do that in the first ten 
and from there, we really 
built the game nicely and 
finished it off in a profes-
sional manner,” he said.

Mumbai, Jun 6 (PtI): 
Venezuelan Grand Mas-
ter Iturrizaga Bonel-
li-Eduardo is to lead a 
field of 225 players, rep-
resenting 23 countries, 
in the open category of 
the 12th Mumbai May-
or’s International Chess 
Tournament scheduled 
here from June 9-16.

Players from Russia, 
Spain, Brazil, Georgia, 
Belgium, Belarus, Amer-
ica, Uzbekistan, Ukraine, 
Sri Lanka, Armenia, Aus-
tralia, Afghanistan, Ban-
gladesh, Chile, Iran, Ka-
zakhstan, Nepal, Tajiki-
stan, Venezuela, Slovakia, 
Vietnam and hosts India 
will be participating in 
the tournament, a media 
release said Thursday.

Apart from Bonel-
li-Eduardo, with an ELO 
rating of 2637, defending 
champion GM Amonatov 
Farrukh of Tajikistan, 
with an ELO rating of 
2624, and GM Pantsulaia 

Levan of Georgia (ELO 
2614) are the second and 
third seeds. GM Deepen 
Chakravarthy from Tam-
il Nadu, seeded 11th in 
the tournament, is the 
highest ranked Indian 
player, while WIM Divya 
Deshmukh will lead the 
Indian fema e contingent.

The players in the 
open international sec-
tion would be vying for 
the first prize of Rs 3 lakh 
from the total prize fund 
of 14 lakhs.

The event is a 
10-round tournament 
with a classical time-con-
trol of 60 minutes + 30 
seconds increment from 
move 1.

In addition, the play-
ers also stand a chance to 
earn the GM/IM norm.

B and C category 
events, with prize fund 
of Rs 11 lakh each, would 
also be held simultane-
ously from June 9-13, 
therelease added.
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Fiat Chrysler slams brakes on Renault merger offer
Paris, Jun 6 (afP): Ital-
ian-American carmaker 
Fiat Chrysler on Thurs-
day withdrew its block-
buster proposal to merge 
with Renault, blaming 
political objections in 
Paris and sparking a war 
of words with French of-
ficials.

Fiat Chrysler (FCA) 
had stunned the markets 
last week by proposing a 
“merger of equals” with 
the French group that 
would create an auto gi-
ant spanning the globe.

The plan was wel-
comed by analysts as one 
of the few deals in the 
auto sector that might 
prove a success, given the 
companies’ complemen-
tary range of vehicles 
and regional markets.

The French govern-
ment, which controls 15 
percent of Renault, gave 
it a conditional green 
light but also warned 
against “haste”.

In a statement issued 
after a board meeting 
Wednesday evening, FCA 
said it “remains firmly 
convinced of the com-
pelling, transformational 
rationale” of its proposal, 
which it said was “care-
fully balanced to deliver 
substantial benefits to all 
parties”.

“However it has be-

come clear that the polit-
ical conditions in France 
do not currently exist for 
such a combination to 
proceed successfully,” it 
added.

Renault, whose long-
standing alliance with 
Japan’s Nissan is in trou-
ble, expressed its “disap-
pointment”.

Shares in the French 
company plunged by al-
most seven percent in 
early afternoon trades 
in Paris. In Milan, FCA 
shares also slid at the 
open but then recovered 

to show a small gain.
The deal would have 

created a group worth 
more than 30 billion eu-
ros ( 34 billion) across 
the two companies’ 
namesake brands as 
well as Alfa Romeo, Jeep, 
Maserati, Dacia and Lada.

Renault’s board had 
said on Tuesday that it 
was studying “with in-
terest” the FCA offer but 
held off on granting ap-
proval pending further 
deliberations.

On Wednesday, all Re-
nault directors favoured 

the merger, apart from 
an employee’s represen-
tative affiliated with the 
powerful CGT union and 
two from Nissan who ab-
stained, a source close to 
Renault said.

The two Nissan di-
rectors were said to have 
asked for more time to 
approve the deal. There 
was no official comment 
from Nissan headquar-
ters in Tokyo.

Relations in the part-
nership have been under 
strain since the arrest 
in November of former 

Renault and Nissan boss 
Carlos Ghosn, who awaits 
trial in Japan on charges 
of under-reporting his 
salary for years while at 
Nissan and using com-
pany funds for personal 
expenses.

French Finance Min-
ister Bruno Le Maire said 
Wednesday that Renault 
plans to bring its own 
case against Ghosn after 
identifying 11 million 
euros of questionable ex-
penses.

Le Maire had set 
conditions for the FCA 

tieup, including no plant 
closures and that the Re-
nault-Nissan alliance be 
preserved.

A combined me-
ga-group that included 
Nissan and Mitsubi-
shi would be by far the 
world’s biggest, selling 
15 million vehicles and 
surpassing Volkswagen 
and Toyota, which sell 
around 10.6 million each.

The Renault source 
said Le Maire had asked 
for another board meet-
ing next Tuesday after 
he returns from a trip 
to Japan where he was 
to discuss the proposal 
with his Japanese coun-
terpart.

A source close to FCA 
blamed the “sudden and 
incomprehensible” ob-
jections of Le Maire’s 
ministry for causing the 
collapse of the deal.

“New demands im-
posed by the French gov-
ernment have led to this 
damaging situation for 
all parties,” the source 
told AFP.

Italian Deputy Prime 
Minister Luigi Di Maio 
said: “When politics tries 
to intervene in economic 
procedures, they don’t 
always behave correctly, 
I don’t want to say any 
more.” 

But Le Maire stressed 

that of his conditions for 
the FCA alliance, only 
the explicit approval of 
Nissan remained to be 
secured, while aides de-
nied that the ministry 
had played politics with 
the deal.

A source close to the 
finance ministry said the 
French government “re-
grets the hasty decision 
of FCA”.

“From the beginning, 
the (French) state has 
wanted the necessary 
time to examine” the 
deal, the source said.

“Despite significant 
progress, a short delay 
was still necessary so 
that all conditions set 
by the state could be 
met.” Foreign takeovers 
of major French firms 
are highly controversial 
and successive govern-
ments have sought to de-
fend domestic industrial 
groups that are seen as 
important for their tech-
nology or jobs.

French Budget Min-
ister Gerald Darmanin 
said the government was 
right to demand guaran-
tees of FCA.

“And to seek (more) 
time for a wedding is 
normal,” he told Fran-
ceinfo radio, while keep-
ing the door open for the 
deal to be revived.

Modi, Xi to meet next week at 
SCO summit: Ambassador

Pak S&T 
minister now 
announces 
dates of Eid 
& Muharram
Islamabad, Jun 6 (PtI): 
Pakistan’s science and 
technology minister 
Fawad Chaudhry has 
replaced the country’s 
clerics in announcing 
the dates of major Mus-
lim festivals and the holy 
month of Muharram.

Chaudhry, a close 
aide of Prime Minister 
Imran Khan, on Thursday 
announced this year’s 
dates for Eidul Azha and 
the beginning of the holy 
month of Muharram ac-
cording to scientific evi-
dence. He had announced 
the date for Eid-ul-Fitr in 
Pakistan last month, an-
gering the clerics.

In a tweet, the min-
ister said that this year, 
Eidul Azha will fall on 
Monday, August 12 while 
the holy month of Mu-
harram, which marks the 
start of the Islamic year, 
will begin on Sunday, 
September 1.

“Now that the ar-
gument over this Eid 
has ended, what are the 
[dates] for the next two 
most important Islam-
ic days, i.e., Eidul Azha 
and [beginning of] Mu-
harram: According to the 
Hijri calendar, Eidul Azha will 
fall on Monday, Aug 12 while 
Muharram will [start] from 
Sunday, Sept 1,” Chaudhry 
tweeted. The dates have 
been derived from the lunar 
calendar that was launched 
by the Ministry for Sci-
ence and Technology last 
month, seeking to end 
the controversies over 
the sighting of the moon 
for Islamic months, Dawn 
newspaper reported.

The calendar, which 
can be accessed through 
Pakistan’s “first official” 
moonsighting website as 
well as a mobile applica-
tion, indicates scientifi-
cally determined dates 
for all major Islamic festi-
vals/days for the ongoing 
and next years. 

Putin says 
Russia 
prepared to 
drop START 
treaty
Saint Petersburg, Jun 
6 (afP): President Vlad-
imir Putin on Thursday 
said Russia was prepared 
to drop a nuclear arms 
control agreement with 
the US, known as New 
START, if there was a lack 
of interest in renewing it.

“If no-one feels like 
extending the agreement 
- New START - well, we 
won’t do it then,” Putin 
said at an economic forum 
in Saint Petersburg, refer-
ring to the Strategic Arms 
Reduction Treaty. “We 
said a hundred times that 
we are ready (to extend 
it),” Putin said, lamenting 
that Washington was “not 
conducting any talks” on 
the issue with Moscow.

“There is no formal 
negotiating process. And 
in 2021 everything will end.” 
The treaty was signed by US 
President Barack Obama and 
Russian counterpart Dmitry 
Medvedev in Prague in 2010. 
The agreement, which caps 
the number of nuclear war-
heads well below Cold War 
limits, is set to expire in two 
years’ time.

Together with anoth-
er agreement known as 
the Intermediate-Range 
Nuclear Forces (INF) 
treaty, New START is con-
sidered a centrepiece of 
superpower arms control. 

Shehbaz Sharif to return to Pakistan on June 8

Sudan denies more than 100 
killed in protest crackdown

Khartoum, Jun 6 (afP): Sudanese 
authorities admitted dozens of 
people were killed in a crackdown 
on protesters but denied doctors’ 
claims the death toll has topped 
100, as heavily armed paramilitar-
ies guarded the tense capital.

Members of the Rapid Sup-
port Forces, who rights groups say 
have their origins in the Janjaweed 
militias of Darfur, were on the 
streets of Khartoum on Thursday 
in pick-up trucks mounted with 
machine guns and rocket launch-
ers, witnesses said. It follows a 
raid by security forces Monday on 
a long-running sit-in outside the 
army headquarters that marked 
the start of a brutal crackdown on 
demonstrators demanding civilian 
rule. The Central Committee for 
Sudanese Doctors said Wednes-
day that 40 bodies had been pulled 
from the Nile, sending the death 
toll soaring to at least 108.

The committee, which is close 
to protesters and relies on doctors 
on the ground for its information, 
warned the figure could rise. Some 
life had returned to the streets of 
the capital on Thursday, with limit-
ed public transport operating and 
only a few cars on the roads.

A small number of shops and 
restaurants were open on the sec-
ond day of the Eid al-Fitr holiday.

But there was still widespread 
disruption around the capital.

At Khartoum’s airport relatives 
of travellers stayed late into the 
night waiting to see if their flights 
would arrive, following a slew of 
cancellations over the past few 
days. Internet blackouts contin-

ued to beset the city. The military 
ousted longtime president Omar 
al-Bashir in April after months of 
protests against his authoritarian 
rule, but thousands of demonstra-
tors had remained camped out in 
front of the army headquarters 
calling for the generals to cede 
power to civilians.

Despite several initial break-
throughs, talks between the ruling 
military council that took power 
after Bashir’s ouster and protest 
leaders reached a deadlock over 
who should head a new governing 
body. On Monday, security forces 
moved in to disperse the weeks-
long rally outside the army head-
quarters. As international con-
demnation mounted, the health 
ministry said “no more than 46” 
people had been killed in “recent 
events”. The United Nations and 
the British embassy announced 
they were pulling non-essential 
staff from Sudan, and the United 
States warned its citizens to exer-
cise “extreme caution” amid the 
ongoing uncertainty.

Despite the heavy presence 
of security forces on Khartoum’s 
main streets, the groups that 
spearheaded the demonstrations 
against Bashir made a fresh call on 
Thursday for civil disobedience.

“The revolution continues and 
our people are victorious despite 
the terrorism and violence of the 
militias,” the Sudanese Profes-
sionals Association, the group that 
initially launched the anti-Bashir 
campaign, posted on Twitter. It 
urged an “indefinite strike and civ-
il disobedience,” warning against 

calls for violence. In the northern 
suburb of Bahri, connecting and 
smaller roads in the neighbour-
hood were blocked by protesters 
putting up makeshift barricades 
made from rocks, bricks and tree 
trunks. The protesters blamed the 
bloody crackdown on the “mili-
tias” of the military council.

The Rapid Support Forces have 
been singled out by protesters.

Heavily deployed in the streets 
of the capital, some residents 
seemed wary of the paramilitaries 
as they moved around the streets.

RSF commander Mohamed 
Hamdan Dagalo, widely known 
as “Himediti,” said he was on the 
side of the “revolutionaries,” but 
warned he would not “allow cha-
os,” referring specifically to the 
barricades put up in some neigh-
bourhoods. The ruling Military 
Council issued a statement hitting 
out at the “campaign organised on 
social media aimed at spreading 
lies and fabricating accusations.” It 
claimed the RSF “refused to carry 
out the orders of the former re-
gime to expel demonstrators from 
the sit-in by force.” The armed 
forces also issued a statement urg-
ing citizens to stay away from mili-
tary sites, without giving a reason.

African and Western govern-
ments have been strongly sup-
portive of the protesters but Arab 
governments, led by Saudi Arabia, 
have backed the military rulers.

The United Arab Emirates 
urged resumed talks to “realise the 
aspirations of the brotherly people 
of Sudan,” echoing a call by its ally 
Saudi Arabia a day earlier.

Islamabad, Jun 6 (PtI): 
Opposition leader in the 
National Assembly Sheh-
baz Sharif, facing corrup-
tion charges, will return 
to Pakistan on Saturday 
following a “quick visit” 
to London, a media re-
port said Thursday.

Shehbaz, 67, served 
as the chief minister of 
the politically crucial 
Punjab province from 
2013 to 2018.

He became Pakistan 
Muslim League-Nawaz 
(PML-N) president after 
his elder brother and 
three-time Prime Min-
ister Nawaz Sharif was 
disqualified as the par-

ty president following a 
Supreme Court verdict 
in the Elections Act 2017 
case. Leader of the Oppo-
sition in the National As-
sembly Shehbaz will be 
returning to Pakistan on 
June 8, the Dawn news-
paper reported, quoting 
a member of his personal 
staff.

Earlier, lawyers had 
informed an Account-
ability Court that Sheh-
baz will return to Paki-
stan on June 11.

Shehbaz had an-
nounced a “quick visit” to 
London on April 9 after 
his name was removed 
from the no-fly list on La-

hore High Court orders. 
Party sources said at the 
time that he intended 
to return within 10-12 
days, the report said. He 
faces court cases for cor-
ruption and dishonesty.

In the Ashiyana hous-
ing scam, Shehbaz is 
accused of ordering the 
cancellation of a contract 
given to a successful 
bidder for the low-cost 
housing scheme, result-
ing in a loss of Rs 193 
million to the national 
exchequer.

In the Ramzan Sug-
ar Mills corruption case, 
Sharif and his son Ham-
za Shahbaz are accused 

of “fraudulently and dis-
honestly” causing a Rs 
213 million loss to the 
national exchequer.

Shehbaz was arrested 
by the National Account-
ability Bureau in October 
2018 and released on 
bail on February 14.

His brother Sharif 
has been serving a sev-
en-year prison term at 
Kot Lakhpat Jail in La-
hore since December 24, 
2018 when an account-
ability court convicted 
him in one of the three 
corruption cases filed 
in the wake of the apex 
court’s July 28, 2017 order 
in Panama Papers case. 

Beijing, Jun 6 (PtI): 
Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi will meet Chinese 
President Xi Jinping next 
week on the sidelines of 
the Shanghai Coopera-
tion Organisation (SCO) 
Summit at Bishkek, the 
first meeting between 
the two leaders after the 
formation of the new 
government, Indian en-
voy Vikram Misri an-
nounced Thursday.

“In recent years, India 
and China have been able 
to build a very mature 
and stable relationship. 
The informal summit 
between Prime Minister 
Modi and President Xi 
in Wuhan last year was a 
milestone and has been 
instrumental in taking 
our relations to a new 
height,” Misri said.

The Indian ambas-
sador was speaking af-
ter inaugurating India’s 
Synthite Industries’ 3rd 
manufacturing facility 
at Wucheng county in 
Dezhou in China’s Shan-
dong province.

It is worth mention-

ing that last year, our 
leaders met four times 
on the sidelines of differ-
ent multi-lateral meet-
ings. Next week, they are 
again meeting in Bishkek 
on the sidelines of the 
SCO Summit,” he said.

The SCO summit is 
due to be held on June 
13-14 in the Kyrgyzstan 
capital.

The SCO is a Chi-
na-led 8-member secu-
rity bloc with India and 
Pakistan being admitted 
to the grouping in 2017.

This will be their 
first meeting after Mo-
di’s re-election follow-
ing the stunning victory 
of the BJP in the general 
elections. Xi extended 
his “heartfelt congratu-
lations” to Prime Minis-
ter Modi for winning the 
general elections, in a 
rare gesture of greeting a 
foreign leader well before 
the official announce-
ment of the results. Misri 
said the economic and 
commercial engagement 
between India and China 
constitutes a major com-

ponent of the bilateral 
relations with bilateral 
trade which crossed USD 
95 billion last year and is 
set to cross USD 100 bil-
lion this year.

In December last 
year, Prime Minister 
Modi met President Xi on 
the sidelines of the G-20 
summit in Argentina and 
discussed joint efforts to 
further enhance mutu-
al trust and friendship 
between the two giant 
neighbours. The April 
27-28 Wuhan summit 
between Prime Minister 
Modi and President Xi 
was largely credited to 
have turned around the 
bilateral relations soured 
by the 73-day Doklam 
standoff, triggered by 
Chinese troops attempts 
to build a road close to 
Indian border in an area 
also claimed by Bhutan 
in 2017.

After the Wuhan sum-
mit, both the countries 
stepped up efforts to im-
prove relations on differ-
ent spheres including the 
military-to-military ties.
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EASY BREEZY! The actress, Bella Thorne is out in Los 
Angeles in a casual and trendy pink outfit. 
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ARIES: Ready, set, socialize! Today’s 
new moon in Gemini supercharges the 
most outgoing zone of your chart, giving 
you maximum mingling power. Reboot 
your summer by committing to events like 
weekend camping trips, festivals and local 
fairs. While you might prefer spontaneity, 
putting these activities on your calendar 
will give you lots to look forward to.   
TAURUS: Zoom in and give your bank 
statements a thorough review. Today’s 
new moon in your money sector helps you 
evaluate your finances with a critical eye. 
Those boozy dinners and sample sales DO 
add up—and if you aren’t mindful, they 
can seriously subtract from your savings. 
And since your landlord won’t be im-
pressed by your Gucci sandals if you can’t 
pay your rent, you might need to make 
some adjustments. 
GEMINI: Your future is looking bright, 
thanks to the dazzling glow from today’s 
new moon in Gemini—the only one to 
land in your sign in 2019. Your celestial 
New Year starts now, giving you an en-

ergetic reboot and plenty of positive mo-
mentum. With the universe on your side, 
take (at least) one concrete step to get your 
big plans into motion!  
CANCER: Ask, believe, receive. Today, 
the soulful moon unites with intuitive 
Neptune in Pisces and your broad-mind-
ed ninth house. This is the day to imagine 
what you want, because you can magne-
tize your dreams to you through creative 
visualization. The ninth house is all about 
expansion, so don’t just aim for the “safe,” 
low-hanging fruit. Go bigger, Cancer! 
Feeling out of touch with your power to 
manifest? Try writing up a gratitude list. 
When you recall all the things you’re 
thankful for, you’ll begin to attract more 
abundance.
LEO: You SAY that you want happiness, 
love and freedom, but do you actually be-
lieve that your desires are possible, Leo? 
Today’s moon-Neptune conjunction in your 
mystical eighth house encourages you to ex-
amine your own limiting beliefs. Since you 
may need tangible proof to REALLY change 

your mind, hunt for people who are living 
the life you want for yourself.  
VIRGO: Relationships can be hard work, 
we know, we know. But they can also be 
a haven from stress and struggle so stop 
telling yourself that you don’t need peo-
ple. Today, the moon and compassionate 
Neptune align in Pisces and your partner-
ship house. The tranquilizing effect can be 
beneficial to your bonds with the ones who 
matter most. Soften your stance with your 
partner, and be gentler in your interactions 
with close friends.  
LIBRA: Arm candy can be fun to play with, 
but you need more than empty calories to 
satisfy your romantic appetite. On Saturday, 
reserve your final rose for someone with 
style AND substance. It’s a lot easier to teach 
someone the finer points of fashion than it is 
to imbue them with a great character. With the 
right raw materials—a caring heart, a sense of 
integrity, compatible interests—you’ll have 
more than enough to work with.   
SCORPIO: Still musing over the week-
end’s romantic escapades? Don’t rush to 

“back to business” mode. Today, the moon 
and quixotic Neptune embrace in your 
fifth house of passion, adding a sensual 
spin to your agenda. An attraction could 
spark, or you could be feeling especially 
amorous. Nobody to sidle up to (yet)? Get 
glamorous for yourself, Scorpio. 
SAGITTARIUS: Home is where your 
heart is today, as the moon conjoins with 
sensual Neptune in your domestic fourth 
house. If you must trek into the office, 
bring the cozy vibes with you. Keep an 
open-door policy so coworkers can plop 
down and share tales of their weekends. 
(That expense report can wait).
CAPRICORN: Straight to the point? Not to-
day, Capricorn. The reflective moon and com-
passionate Neptune meet in Pisces, your com-
munication house. Doling out tough love and 
stern reprimands will get you nowhere. Val-
idating the other person’s emotions and ex-
perience? That will help you feel connected. 
Sometimes, a person just needs to be heard 
before you rush them into problem-solving 
mode. Instead of being emphatic, be em-

pathetic. Catch yourself if you’re being too 
hardcore, and dial back the intensity.    
AQUARIUS:  Snap that selfie and post it with 
pride! (On Instagram AND Tinder, if you’re 
single.) Today’s new moon in Gemini glitters 
in your fifth house of fame and romance, bring-
ing a beautiful confidence boost. The actions 
you take today can help your star rise—and 
burn brighter than ever by the corresponding 
full moon on December 11. Identify the mile-
stones you’d like to hit during this fortuitous 
time, from personal successes to leaps in the 
game of love. 
PISCES: ADon’t forget to show the squad 
some love, Pisces. You’ve been killing it on the 
career front recently, but have you neglected 
your friendships in the process? Today’s new 
moon in Gemini reconnects you with your 
ride-or-die besties. Balance is key, and you’ve 
got to keep your relationships alive, even as 
you push for professional success. You’re 
bound to hit a speed bump at some point, and 
you’ll need a few good BFFs to support you 
during those difficult times. Feeling like you 
need to shake things up on the home front?   

I’ve had my self destructive heartbreak 
moments: shahid kapoor

I’m lucky that I can walk away from a job: Julianna 
Margulies on ‘The Good Fight’ pay dispute

By RaDHIKa SHaRMa
New Delhi, Jun 5 (PtI): Julianna 
Margulies’ disagreement with bosses 
at CBS network about her pay in “The 
Good Wife” sequel did not break into 
the media from the word go.

The actor, who led the critical-
ly-acclaimed legal drama as house-
wife-turned-litigator Alicia Florrick 
for seven years, decided to break her 
silence as she gradually realised she 
was “covering up the reasons” for not 
starring in “The Good Fight”.

“... Whenever I do press someone 
asks me, why aren’t you going on ‘The 
Good Fight’? I had already said yes 
to going on ‘The Good Fight’. It was 
CBS’s decision not to pay me my sal-
ary. I realised that I just wasn’t doing 
any service to the other women in my 
business by staying quiet.

“I felt very good about finally just 
letting the truth out and saying it’s 
not that I don’t want to do the show, 
it’s that CBS has chosen not to val-
ue my contribution to the show, and 
therefore I won’t be doing it,” Margu-
lies told PTI in a telephonic interview 
from New York. She said it was “not a 
feud” with CBS and she is currently in 
a deal with the network.

“We actually have a great relation-
ship, but they need to be aware that 

women need to be treated equally to 
men.” 

Margulies, who won a Golden 
Globe and two Emmy awards for her 
performance in “The Good Wife”, said 
she is “lucky” to be at a juncture in 

her career where she can afford to 
turn down a project.

“I’m in a very lucky position that 
I can walk away from a job. Most ac-
tors can’t do that. So I felt it was my 
responsibility to shed light on the fact 
that if I had been a man who had had 

a number one show on CBS for sev-
en years and then there was a spinoff 
show, that man would have been paid 
much more than I was even asking 
for. I was only asking for my ‘Good 
Wife’ salary, which seemed fair and 

just,” she said.
“I want to stop this ridiculous in-

equality that women face constantly 
when it comes to salary. I needed to 
clarify that and stop protecting the 
men that made the decision not to pay 
me,” she added. The 52-year-old ac-

tor currently stars in “The Hot Zone” 
as real-life figure Dr Nancy Jaax, a US 
Army scientist who is appointed to 
work on the Ebola outbreak opera-
tion for their United States Medical 
Research Institute of Infectious Dis-
eases (USAMRIID).

The six-part limited series from 
National Geographic is based on 
Richard Preston’s 1994 book of the 
same name. From Alicia to Nancy, 
Margulies has mostly played layered 
and accomplished women dealing 
with a personal and professional life, 
something that she believes is in-
creasingly becoming the norm rather 
than being an exception. “The truth of 
the matter is, this is the first script-
ed television show that Nat Geo has 
done where a woman was the lead, 
so that in and of itself is a huge feat 
I think for women in general. Rome 
wasn’t built in a day, you know? 

“So, it’s not exactly where I would 
love it to be, but I see a huge change 
and a huge shift in the landscape of 
my business, film and television, cele-
brating women and hopefully getting 
to the place where it’s an equal play-
ing field,” she said.

“The Hot Zone”, which hails from 
Fox 21 Television Studios, is stream-
ing on Hotstar Premium.

By JUStIN Rao
Mumbai, Jun 6 (PtI): Shahid Kapoor 
says he has gone through his share of 
“intense self destruction” after a heart-
break and one way of overcoming nega-
tive emotions for him was to channelise 
them into his performances.

In his latest, “Kabir Singh”, 
Shahid plays a surgeon who 
descends into self-destruc-
tion after a heartbreak. 

“I’ve had my very in-
tense, self destructive, 
heartbreak, angsty mo-
ments, where I’ve not been 
in control,” Shahid told PTI. 

Describing “Kabir Singh” 
as a phase in everyone’s life, 
the actor says some people 
are “very explosive about 
how they’re feeling” while 
others keep it within.” 

“But that feeling of falling 
apart, of self destruction for 
not being able to deal with 
loss... Only from great love 
can come great anger. He is a 
phase in everyone’s life and 
that how I connected with 
the character.” 

Shahid says as an actor, he 
is required to channelise neg-
ative emotions, including heartbreak. 

“You have to channelise all kinds 
of negative emotions and turn them 
into positive, otherwise they can 
take you down, heartbreak being one 
of them. You’ve to learn to channel-
ise these energies, if you can’t, you 
become Kabir Singh!” 

The “Haider” actor says everybody 
breaks at some point but it’s one’s call 
to choose that to “define that moment as 
your permanent reality.” 

“The worst thing to do is to delve in 
self pity because it keeps you in a place 
way longer than you need to be. The first 
thing I do is to try and run away from 
it. I don’t like to indulge in self pity, it’s 

very dangerous.”  While the 38-year-old 
has often played dark characters, Kabir 
Singh is an obviously flawed man, the 
one with anger and territorial issues. 

When asked how does he approach a 
character like him, Shahid says, “by not 

judging him.”  “He’s real. He’s not trying 
to fake anything. We do that ourselves 
also, telling ourselves we are bad in our 
low phase. That doesn’t help because 
you’re giving yourself a wrong message. 

“You need to tell yourself that you’re 
a nice person and will come out of this 
bad phase and find yourself.” 

Humanising flawed characters can 
be tricky and the actor says he doesn’t 
need to do that. 

“They are real, I need to just repre-
sent them. Sometimes reality is a bit too 
real. ‘Haider’ and ‘Udta Punjab’ we’re in 
dark places, Kabir Singh isn’t at all. He’s 
an edgy character. 

“As a subject matter in totality, it’s 

a happy film. It’s romantic and it has 
its dark parts but obviously what will 
attract you in those promos are these 
edgy scenes but the film has a lot more 
going for it.”  Drawing a parallel with 
his drug addict rapper Tommy Singh in 

“Udta Punjab”, Shaid says, Kabir Singh’s 
reasons to do things aren’t selfish. 

“I have to find why he’s doing what 
he is doing otherwise I have no under-
standing of the character I’m doing. 
Tommy Singh is an empty guy who is 
self-obsessed. He’s only thinking about 
himself and realises later that he needs 
to do something for someone else. 

“Kabir is the opposite. He loves so 
purely that he actually destroys him-
self in that emotion, becomes self de-
structive.” 

Remake of the Telugu hit “Arjun Red-
dy”, “Kabir Singh” is directed by Sandeep 
Reddy Vanga. Co-starring Kiara Advani, 
the film is set to release on June 21.


