
Summit RepoRt
Gangtok, 08 Feb: 

A section of candidates 
who had appeared 

for examinations for the 
post of Post Graduate 
Teacher [Language] in 
Bhutia, Lepcha and Lim-
boo under Human Re-
source Development De-
partment have levelled 
allegations of nepotism 
and favouritism in the 
appointment process. 

This group of 54 can-
didates had cleared the 
written examination but 
were not shortlisted after 
classroom demonstra-
tion and viva-voce. They 
have demanded that the 
department recruit all 
54 candidates who have 
cleared their written ex-
amination like the gov-
ernment did in the cases 

of police constables, as-
sistant professors, PRTs.

Addressing a press 
conference, a candidate 
Sanchaman Limboo also 
questioned the entire re-
cruitment process of the 
language teachers. He in-

formed that Sikkim State 
Teachers Recruitment 
Board took out the in-
terview notice on 22 Au-
gust 2017 and conduct-
ed written examination 
almost after 16 months 
on 04 November last 

year and viva on 28 to 30 
November last year with 
the results announced 
recently on 06 February. 

He also questioned 
the board on announcing 
the result almost after 
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SagaR ChettRi
Gangtok, 08 Feb: 

Trained unemployed 
teachers of the State 

have requested the Hu-
man Resource Devel-
opment Department to 
appoint them on ad-hoc 
basis in different schools 
of the State on or by 12 
Feb. A section of trained 
teachers from different 

parts of the State have 
argued that they have 
already completed their 
B Ed and DIET courses, 
cleared STET and ful-
fil all National Council 
for Teacher Education 
[NCTE] norms but re-
main unemployed.

Addressing a press 
conference today, Premi-
la Tamang said, “We are 

not against the govern-
ment and ad-hoc teach-
ers association or even 
against the decision of 
the department to give 
continuation to un-
trained teachers as it was 
their right but our only 
demand is to appoint us 
at least on ad-hoc basis 
by 12 Feb.” 

She mentioned that 

they had also submit-
ted an application to the 
HRDD on 23 June 2018 
requesting for appoint-
ment as PGTs and GTs. 
They had also requested 
the department to stop 
appointing untrained 
teachers but the depart-
ment continued to do so.

“We got admission 
in B Ed College after fac-

ing tough competition 
against thousands of as-
pirants and if we do not 
get appointment after 
putting in hard work and 
qualifying for these posts 
then it would be injustice 
to us. Our certificates 
will be of no value,” Ms 
Tamang said. 

She added that there 
are around 100 trained 
teachers who can be 
appointed in the 778 
secondary and senior 
secondary schools in the 
State. If the department 
does not appoint them im-
mediately then they will 
have to wait for more than 
a year due to code of con-
duct and electoral process 
in the State, she said. 

Another unemployed 
teacher, Manoj Gautam 
stated that if the HRDD 
follows NCTE norms 
then it should be imple-
mented properly and 
completely. 

“If we are appointed 
on ad-hoc basis now then 
we will at least accumulate 
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Now trained unemployed teachers 
demand ad-hoc appointments

Ad hoc teachers warn of 
stronger protest if HRDD 

tries to short-change them

Summit RepoRt
Gangtok, 08 Feb: 

All Sikkim Adhoc & 
Temporary Em-

ployees Association 
[ASATEA] has warned 
that if the Human Re-
source Development 
Department does not ad-
dress all issues discussed 
and agreed upon in the 
meeting of the commit-
tee constituted by the de-
partment itself, then they 
teachers would launch 
the strongest democratic 
movement of the decade 
in protest. 

The association has 
stressed that their move-
ment will continued till 
the department takes out 
an official notification 
covering all issues of ad-
hoc teachers discussed in 
the said meeting.

Addressing a press 
conference here to-
day, ASATEA executive 
member Yogesh Sharma 
claimed that as per the 
information received by 
the association, the file 
on adhoc teachers de-
mands sent to the Chief 
Minister for approval has 
included only the issue 
of the regularisation of 
competent teachers who 
have completed more 
than five years in service. 
The other demands are 
not in the file, he claimed. 

The ad hoc teachers, it 
may be recalled, had con-
tended that the Depart-
ment had also agreed to 
offer appointment letters 
for two years at a time 
on the assurance that the 
ad hoc teachers acquired 
the qualifications re-
quired for appointment 
as regular teachers. The 

understanding was that 
their services would then 
be regularised.

Mr Sharma stressed 
that the department 
should not fool “inno-
cent” teachers on their 
genuine demands, other-
wise the association will 
launch a strong demo-
cratic movement. 

He reiterated that the 
movement will contin-
ue until all the demands 
discussed and assured 
by the committee in the 
meeting were delivered.

Mr Sharma stressed 
that ad hoc teachers have 
been supporting the de-
partment and expected 
the same response and 
forthrightness from the 
department. 

“We have never politi-
cised our issue and never 
approached any political 
or other organisation for 
support. But, if the de-
partment tries to fool us, 
we will launch a strong 
movement by taking sup-
port from other teacher 
associations of the State,” 
he said. 

ASATEA also hinted 
at going for a state-wide 
school strike if all the de-
mands were not fulfilled 
as already agreed upon.

Mr Sharma also in-
formed today that dis-
trict officials of the 
HRDD have been threat-
ening ad hoc teachers 
with termination if they 
did not immediately join 
their schools. The ad hoc 
teachers, it may recalled, 
have not joined duty yet 
awaiting delivery on 
their demands.

He mentioned that 
turn to pg02

Language teachers allege favouritism in 
recruitment process, demand appointmentwww.summit-

times.com
news@summit-

times.com 
advertise@

summittimes.
com

Blasts in india-assisted 
hydropower project site in Nepal

Kathmandu, Feb 8 
(PTI): An unidentified 
group has exploded three 
improvised explosive 
devices near the power-
house of under construc-
tion Arun III Hydropow-
er project, which is being 
developed with India’s 
assistance in the eastern 
part of the Himalayan na-
tion, according to a me-
dia report.

The incident hap-
pened on Thursday near 
the power house of the 
hydroproject that led to 
the damage of a genera-
tor and a boomer, the Hi-
malayan Times reported.

“We are searching 
for the group involved in 
carrying out the explo-
sions. Security personnel 
from Nepal Police and 
Nepal Army have been 
mobilised at the incident 
site following blasts,” Ra-
meshwor Pandit, Police 
Inspector, was quoted as 
saying in the report.

Arun-III is the largest 
capacity project in the 
country and is scheduled 
to be constructed within 
the next five years.

Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi and 
his Nepalese counter-
part K P Sharma Oli 
last year jointly laid 
the foundation stone 
of the 900-megawatt 
Power Plant.

India’s state-owned 
Satluj Jala Vodyut Nigam 
Power Development 
Company has been carry-
ing out the construction 
work at the plant.

More than 2,400 
workers are currently 
working at the construc-
tion site. Among them, 
1,700 are Nepali workers 
and technicians.

The project is expect-
ed to bring in USD 1.5 
billion foreign direct in-
vestment into Nepal and 
create jobs for thousands 
of people, the report said.

SDF advises Golay to read-up before serving ultimatums

Summit RepoRt
Gangtok, 08 Feb: 

Sikkim Democratic Front 
party spokesperson, Bhim 

Dahal, today advised Sikkim 
Krantikari Morcha president, 
PS Tamang [Golay], to under-
stand subjects included under 
the Union, State and Concur-
rent Lists before placing any 
demands so that he at least ta-
bles those demands with the 
right authorities. 

He further stressed that 
SKM should first present its 
alternate formula and stand 
on Limboo-Tamang seat res-
ervation format, tribal status 
for eleven left-out communities 
and other issues that he has 
been speaking about before 
serving ultimatums to the State 
government on these issues.

He was responding to the 
ultimatum given by the SKM 
president to the State gov-
ernment to fulfill 30 demands 
enumerated by him by 25 Febru-
ary, failing which SKM has threat-
ened to call a state-wide bandh 
from 26 February onwards.

Addressing a press confer-
ence today, Mr Dahal scoffed 
at what he saw as ill-informed 
rants of the SKM president 
which displayed a clear lack of 
understanding about subjects 
covered under the union, state 
and concurrent lists. He also al-
leged that SKM and SIBLAC were 
the biggest obstacles delaying 
seat reservation for the Limboo 
and Tamang communities.

He mentioned that the SDF 
government has placed a clear 
40-seat formula with the Cen-

tre with provision for five re-
served seats for Limboos and 
Tamangs in the State Assem-
bly on the basis of the Burman 
Commission report. 

On the same, Mr Dahal 
questioned whether SKM has 
a formula on how LT seats 
should be apportioned if the 
State Govt’s solution was not 
acceptable to it. 

He added that seat reser-
vation in the State Legislative 

Assembly being a central is-
sue, the SDF government has 
been consistently pursuing 
the matter with the Centre 
and that the issue had almost 
reached its logical end when it 
arrived in the Union Cabinet be-
fore placing in the Parliament.

At around the same time, 
SKM MLAs backed by SIBLAC 
asked the Union Home Minister 
to give LT seats from the existing 
32 seats instead and that com-

plicated the matter and delayed 
things, Mr Dahal contends. 

He went on to infer that 
this meddling proves that SKM 
and SIBLAC were anti-Nepali 
because carving fresh reserva-
tions into the existing 32 seats 
would be an injustice to the ma-
jority population of Sikkim. 

He highlighted that SDF 
has always been transpar-
ent on the issue and because 
it was genuinely concerned 
about the LT rights, has al-
ready announced plans to field 
five candidates from among 
the Limboos and Tamangs if 
seats are not reserved before 
the 2019 elections.

Mr Dahal alleged that SKM 
on the other hand does not 
have a clear stand or formula 
even on the tribal status for 
the eleven left-out commu-
nities of Sikkim demand and 
other issues placed by it. 
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“Bandh threat by a convicted 
person is a dangerous sign”

Manipur 
govt’s stand on 
Citizenship Bill 
not different 
from that of 
people: CM
Imphal, Feb 8 (PTI): 
Manipur Chief Minister 
N Biren Singh Friday said 
the state government’s 
stand on the Citizenship 
(Amendment) Bill is not 
different from that of the 
people. He said he had 
made his stand clear that 
he was against the pro-
posed legislation despite 
being the chief minister 
of a government led by 
the BJP, which backs it 
nationally. “We share the 
same apprehension on 
the bill just as the people 
feel,” Singh said at a pro-
gramme here.

The bill seeks to pro-
vide Indian citizenship to 
religious minorities from 
Bangladesh, Pakistan 
and Afghanistan after six 
years of residence in In-
dia, instead of 12 years, 
which is the norm cur-
rently, even if they do not 
possess any document.

The northeastern 
states have expressed 
apprehension that if it is 
enacted, indigenous peo-
ple of the region would 
be affected. The bill was 
passed by Lok Sabha on 
January 8 and is awaiting 
the nod of Rajya Sabha.

Singh, however, urged 
the people to refrain 
from making any state-
ment that can hurt 
the sentiment of other 
communities, and not 
to use terms that are 
against the country’s 
democratic system.
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experience which could later be taken into consider-
ation by the department. We are not against ad-hoc 
untrained teachers but we are just asking for our 
rights,” he said. 

He also clarified that their demand is not timed 
with the approaching elections but they have been 
pursuing this issue since last year. He added that last 
year, the Additional Chief Secretary HRDD had as-
sured them that they will be appointed from this new 
academic session but that has not happened.

Mr Gautam stated that if the department argues 
that there is no vacancy then the recent One Family 
One Job scheme of the government proves that vacan-
cies can be created. 

“At present we are just around 100 trained as-
pirants and if the department does not appoint us 
right now then this number will only grow as more 
students pass out of B Ed and DIET institutes in the 
State,” he said. He also stated that they will take the 
matter up legally if they are not appointed by 12 Feb.

Now trained unemployed...

the association will take legal and other action if such 
threats continued. 

He also mentioned that some elements have been 
trying to defame executive members of the association 
on social media with allegations trying to give the move-
ment a political colour and to instigate the people.

On the same, he asserted that the association has 
a clear stand that no ad hoc teacher should be left out 
and that the ad hoc system itself should be abolished 
from the State.

ad hoc teachers...

three months. He alleged that names of deserving 
candidates were not included in the final list of se-
lected candidates. He added that only 40% deserving 
candidates were included in the final list.

While alleging of nepotism and favouritism, Mr 
Limboo mentioned that candidates who were already 
working in different departments on regular basis and 
those who did not fulfil criteria were appointed while 
deserving candidates who hold Master’s degrees in 
the concerned language have been left out. He further 
added that language teachers who have been working 
on ad-hoc basis since a long time were not appointed.

On the same, they demanded that 54 left out can-
didates, some of whom were working on adhoc basis 
and some were unemployed, should be recruited by 
the department immediately. They have urged the 
department and the government to take this matter 
seriously. Further, they also demanded that the board 
set up a new selection committee.

Language teachers...

Commenting on other demands placed by the SKM 
president, Mr Dahal stressed on the need of knowl-
edge and positive thinking to understand the speech, 
personality and leadership of the Chief Minister. 

He pointed out that demands for regularisation, 
pay commission and others have already been im-
plemented. He added that SKM has been issuing irre-
sponsible statements due to its own negative politics. 

SDF spokesperson, KT Gyaltsen, in turn men-
tioned that SKM has placed these 30 demands to the 
government because it does not have any political vi-
sion, ideology or programme of its own. 

He added that Sikkim was a sensitive border State 
and values peace, tranquility and harmony. He added 
that the threats of a bandh call by a convicted person 
was very dangerous for the State. He stressed that 
in case of any loss to the State and its people, SKM 
should be held fully responsible.

Mr Gyaltsen stated that the Courts should take se-
rious note of a call for such an unwarranted bandh in 
the State.

Regarding the question of whether Mr Tamang can 
contest the upcoming election or not, he stated that 
SDF was not interested in the candidature stats of Mr 
Tamang per se and was only concerned that the peo-
ple should not be misguided or misled by SKM propa-
ganda on the issue. 

He said that the argument and interpretation 
placed by SKM advocates was their understanding, 
and added that the clause cited by them would not ap-
ply in the case of disqualification of Mr Tamang from 
contesting elections for another six years.

SDF advises Golay...

West election Cell organizes training at gyalshing
Gyalshing, 08 Feb(IPR): 
A meeting with Dis-
trict Level Officer and 
School Heads, Offi-
cers-in-Charge of Gov-
ernment infrastructure 
used as Polling Station 
was organized by the 
District Election Cell at 
the Conference Hall, Zilla 
Bhawan, Gyalshing. 

Present during the 
meeting were ADC 
(West), Karma Lod-
ey Lepcha; Addl. Dir. 
(HRDD), T Eden Bhutia; 
ADC/Dev., Surat Kr Gu-
rung; ADC, Soreng, Gayas 
Pega; SDM, Tushar G 
Nikhare, Gyalshing along 
with HoDs of Schools 
and Departments.

KL Lepcha, urged all 
the government func-
tionaries to aid the Elec-
tion Department for the 
upcoming general Elec-
tions of 2019. He asked 
all to participate and 
help them to conduct 

free and fair elections in 
a successful manner. He 
further informed that a 
batch wise training for 
the Polling and Presiding 
Officers would be con-
ducted soon.

TG Nikhare also 
spoke to the gathering in 

relation to various issues 
of available facilities like 
ramp for the physically 
challenged voters which 
needs to be constructed 
if the polling stations are 
close to the road. He also 
mentioned that vehicles 
would be made available 

for physically challenged 
voter to reach the polling 
stations in respect to the 
population. 

He urged the Power 
Department to send their 
respective J.E’s to the re-
spective polling stations 
for electrifications and 

proper management. 
He also informed that 
from 15–25 Feb, 2019 
the Booth Level Officers 
would be conducting 
house to house verifi-
cation of the Electoral 
Roll. The school heads 
were asked to facilitate 

the stay of polling parties 
and appoint a nodal con-
tact staff for them. 

He also spoke about 
that school grounds have 
been identified as venues 
for election meetings. 
The concerned political 
party needs to inform 
school heads beforehand 
only. The list of such 
venues will be given to 
school heads through 
Addl. Dir. (HRDD). He 
also informed that few 
critical & hyper-sen-
sitive polling stations 
will be covered under 
webcasting.

The program was 
for the heads and in-
charges of various 
schools and govern-
mental infrastructures 
to be made aware of the 
election procedures and 
the necessary actions to 
be followed prior to the 
commencement of the 
Election Day.

ECI video-conference 
on EMS software

Gangtok, 08 Feb (IPR): 
Election Commission of 
India (ECI) organised a 
video conference with 
Chief Electoral Officers 
of states and union terri-
tories in preparation for 
the roll out of EVM Man-
agement System for the 
general elections. 

Deputy Election 
Commissioner Sudeep Jain 
chaired the video conference.

CEOs of 20 states and 
union territories, includ-
ing Sikkim, participated 
in the video conference.

Mr Jain informed that 
ECI was going to launch 
a new software, EMS, on 
25 February for the up-
coming general election. 
The new software will 
replace the ETS software 
that had been used by the 
commission.

Sangha MLA’s language exposes SKM as a party: SDF 
Summit RepoRt
Gangtok, 08 Feb: 

Sikkim Democratic 
Front has strongly crit-

icised and condemned 
the inappropriate lan-
guage used by Sangha 
MLA of Sikkim Krantikari 
Morcha, Sonam Lama 
against the Chief Minis-
ter in his recent address 
during SKM’s foundation 
day celebration. The rul-
ing party has said that 
the language of the MLA 
proves the undisciplined, 
anarchic and violent na-
ture of SKM.

Addressing a press 
conference here today, 
SDF general secretary 
[press & publicity], Ka-
vita Subba said that it 
is embarrassing to call 
the Sangha MLA a monk 
when he uses such foul 
language. By accusing 
a leader who has been 

the CM with the people’s 
mandate for 25 years, that 
too in such language, he 
has accused the people 
who gave their mandate 
to the CM, she added. 

Who has given the 
right to the Sangha 
MLA to say that the CM 
should be dragged out of 
Mintokgang after three 
months, she questioned 
further adding that the 

statement reveals the 
MLA’s feudal thoughts. 
Politics should be cre-
ative and productive 
but the opposition has 
always engaged in per-
sonal attacks, spreading 
propaganda and conspir-
acies, she said. 

Speaking on women’s 
empowerment, Ms Sub-
ba stated that SKM can 
never understand the 

work of SDF in women’s 
empowerment. She add-
ed that a broad and open 
mind is required to ac-
cept and understand the 
work of SDF in providing 
equality, protection and 
empowerment of women 
in Sikkim.  

The press conference 
was also addressed by SDF 
general secretaries, Amber 
Rai and Krishna Lepcha.

Sikkim boys secure 2nd 
position in Saksham Quiz

Summit RepoRt
Gangtok, 07 Feb:

The quiz team from 
Sikkim represent-

ed by Rishal Pandey 
Chettri and Prajwal 
Chettri from Holy Cross 
School Tadong of class-
es X and VIII respective-
ly have made the state 
proud by securing sec-
ond position at the na-
tional level semi finals 
of the PCRA Saksham 

Quiz competition.
The competition was 

organized by petroleum 
conservation and asso-
ciation under the aegis 
of Ministry of petroleum 
and natural gas, Govern-
ment of India. 

The quiz competition 
was held at Doordarshan 
Bhawan and will also be 
telecast on national tele-
vision, Doordarshan in 
the first week of March 

KVK and ATMA organize 
farmers–scientist 

interaction program 

Summit RepoRt
Rangpo, 07 Feb:

Krishi Vigyan Kendra 
and ATMA, West Sik-

kim, conducted a farm-
ers–scientist interaction 
program at Sindrong 
today in a move to held 
double up farmer in-
comes. Panchayat mem-
ber Kinzang Bhutia along 
with officials from KVIC, 

ATMA, Subject Matter 
Specialist animal science, 
Dr Lakhi Doma Bhutia, 
SMS Horticulture, Sang-
ey Yalmo Bhutia, SMS 
Agronomy, JP Dulal, SMS 
Soil Science, Basant Ta-
mang, Block Technical 
Manager, Safal Panday 
and 40 farmers partici-
pated in the interactive 
program.

Arunachal tribal forum 
opposes Citizenship Bill
Itanagar, Feb 08 (PTI): 
Opposing the controver-
sial Citizenship Amend-
ment Bill, 2016, a trib-
al forum in Arunachal 
Pradesh on Friday de-
manded that the state be 
exempted from its pur-
view as it is contrary to 
the Bengal Eastern Fron-
tier Regulation Act 1873.

The Arunachal In-
digenous Tribal Forum 
(AITF), a conglomerate 
of various communi-
ty-based organisations 
of the state, termed the 
Bill as “anti-tribal, an-
ti-Arunachalee and mon-
strous” which would “eat 
up” the indigenous popu-
lation of the state in the 
long run. “The state is 
already plagued with the 
Chakma-Hajong refugee 
issue. The implementa-
tion of the Citizenship Bill 
in the state will pave way 
for automatic citizenship 
to the refugees besides 
increasing influx,” AITF 
President Bengia Tolum 
told reporters here.

The Chakmas, Buddhist 
by faith and the Hajongs, 
Hindus by faith, were orig-
inally residents of the Chit-
tagong Hill Tracts of former 
East Pakistan, who fled to 
India following religious 
persecution in the 1960s. 
A large number of Chakma 
and Hajong refugees who are 
staying in Arunachal Pradesh 
for over 50 years, are likely to 
get Indian citizenship if the 
Bill is enacted.

The All Arunachal 
Pradesh Students Union, the 
state’s largest student body, 
has been demanding their 
ouster from the state since 

1990. The AITF had organ-
ised a peaceful car rally here 
against the controversial bill 
on February 2. Tolum said 
that a AITF delegation had 
held a detailed discussion 
with Chief Minister Pema 
Khandu on Thursday and 
explained to him the overall 
impact of the Bill in the state 
with reference to the Bengal 
Eastern Frontier Regulation 
Act 1873.

Arunachal Pradesh 
is protected under the 
Bengal Eastern Frontier 
Regulation Act 1873, and 
all Indian citizens need to 
obtain inner line permit 
to visit the state.

The chief minister 
has assured that the 
state government will 
convey the sentiments of 
the people to the Centre, 
Tolum said adding the 
union home ministry has 
called for a joint meeting 
of all the chief ministers 
of the north east states 
on February 11 for con-
sultation on the Bill.

The AITF also opposed 
the granting of Permanent 
Residence Certificate (PRC) 
to six non-Arunachalee 
communities residing in 
the state and suggested 
that the on-going updation 
of the National Register of 
Citizens be first completed 
in Assam before grant it.

The NRC, it said, would 
legally segregate the float-
ing population of non-
Arunachalees in the state, 
it said and suggested that 
detailed discussion on the 
PRC issue be held with all 
community based organi-
sations of the state before 
taking any decision. 

Delhi court orders FIR 
against Republic TV, Arnab 

on Tharoor’s complaint
New Delhi, Feb 8 (PTI): 
A Delhi court has or-
dered registration of an 
FIR against news chan-
nel Republic TV and its 
editor Arnab Goswami 
on a complaint of Con-
gress leader Shashi Tha-
roor alleging theft of 
confidential documents 
pertaining to the probe 
into his wife Sunanda 
Pushakar’s death.

Metropolitan Magis-
trate Dharmender Singh, 
in his January 21 order 
that was uploaded Fri-
day, directed the SHO 
concerned to lodge the 
FIR and investigate the 
matter which required 
probe as it is not clear 
that how the material 
came in the possession of 
the accused persons.

“This court is of the 
considered view that in 
view of allegations lev-
elled by Tharoor and 
material produced on 
record in the form of RTI 
replies and other materi-
al, matter discloses com-
mission of cognizable of-
fence and in view of this 
court, matter requires 
investigation by police 
as it is not clear that how 
said material came in the 
possession of proposed 
accused persons.

“This court is of the 
further view that num-
ber of persons are to be 
examined in this matter. 
In these circumstances, 
SHO concerned is direct-
ed to register FIR in this 
matter and investigate 
the same as per law,” the 
court said and posted 
the matter for further 
hearing on April 4,” the 
court said.

Senior advocate Vi-
kas Pahwa, appearing 
for Tharoor, had told the 
court that during the in-
vestigation of the death 
case, police collected a 
number of items or ma-
terials of the deceased 
and recorded statement 
of complainant and one 

of his aides Narain Singh. 
All those documents 
and materials were 
part of confidential 
record and within the 
sole possession of the in-
vestigation team.

It added that the 
accused persons “in 
an attempt to increase 
the viewership of their 
news channel deliber-
ately made malicious 
and defamatory remarks 
against complainant”.

The court noted that 
Tharoor has already 
started legal action 
against the news chan-
nel and Goswami before 
the Delhi High Court for 
alleged defamatory ac-
cusation. “It is alleged 
that during several 
broadcast on said news 
channel, which was con-
ducted by proposed ac-
cused persons, certain 
documents were shown 
on news channel which 
were stated to be docu-
ments related to inves-
tigation of the death of 
complainant’s wife.

“Such documents are 
copy of internal file not-
ings of Delhi Police, copy 
of statement of com-
plainant given to Delhi 
Police, copy of statement 
of complainant’s aide 
Narain Singh, pictures 
of deceased which were 
taken during autopsy,” 
the complaint said.

It alleged that these 
confidential documents 
were “illegally accessed” 
and “shown/broadcast 
on their news channel”.

“It is alleged that ac-
cused persons accessed 
the complainant’s email 
account without his au-
thority or consent and 
shared the personal 
emails on their news 
channel. It is submitted 
that accused persons 
even filed said materi-
als/ documents as part 
of their reply in civil suit 
before high court,” the 
complaint said. 

Bollywood has ganged up against 
me, I’ll expose everyone: Kangana

Actor Kangana Ranaut 
on Thursday said 

people from the Hindi 
film industry have ganged 
up against her for calling 
them out on “nepotism”.

The actor, who was at 
an event of her latest “Man-
ikarnika”, was asked about 
the lack of support to her 
during the film’s promo-
tions. “How will it benefit 
me? I’ve already won 3-4 
national awards. At the age 
of 31, I am a filmmaker. 
Khud ko he promote kar 
le bohot badi baat hai (it 
would be a big deal if they 
can promote themselves).

“Is Rani of Jhansi my 
aunt? She’s as much mine 
as she’s yours. Then why 
are these people scared? 
They are worried just be-
cause I spoke on nepotism? 
They have formed a gang: 
‘Why did she speak on 
nepotism?” The actor had 
sparked a debate on nep-
otism when she appeared 
on Karan Johar’s chat show 
two years ago and started a 
war of words with the film-
maker after she called him 

the “torchbearer of nep-
otism” in the industry for 
launching star kids.

“They have all gath-
ered together, like a 
classroom where 59 have 
ganged up against one, 
trying to bully one. How 
will you feel if someone 
did that? Aren’t they 
ashamed? Some of them 
are my grandfather’s age.

“They are after me. 
Don’t they feel ashamed 
that it’s not about me. I 
don’t even want to work 
with them and I’ve said 
that often,” she said.

The actor said “Man-
ikarnika” was for the 
next generation and the 
film wasn’t about Kan-
gana. “What Bollywood 
is doing, the planning 
and plotting, one thing is 
for sure, earlier I used to 
call them out for sexism, 
nepotism or pay dispar-
ity, but now I’ll be after 
them. ‘Inki vaat laga dugi’. 
I’ll expose each and every 
one. They have asked for 
trouble by ganging up 
against me,” she added.
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SiKKim State teaCheRS ReCRuitmeNt BoaRD

GOVERNMENT OF SIKKIM
uppeR SYaRi

o:  21 /SSTRB/19                      Dated: 08/02 /2019

addendum to advertisement 
No 19/SSTRB/2019

In continuation to Employment Notice 
No 19/SSTRB/19 dated 04/02/2019 in-
viting application for filling up of 249 post 
of Post Graduate Teacher, it is to inform 
and add that the candidate should have 
attain the age of 21 years and should not 
have crossed 40 years as on 08/03/2019 
(in terms of Notification No M (3) (55)/
DoP/PT-III, dated 03/07/2017.) 

Sd/-
Controller of exams

Sikkim State Teachers’ 
Recruitment BoardR.O. No. 679/IPR/Pub/Classi./18-19

Date: 08.02.19

OFFICE OF THE CHIEF ELECTROL OFFICER
BaLuaKhaNi

No: Elec/299/2014/(W-4)/50                 Dated: 7th February, 2019

NotiCe iNVitiNg teNDeR
Sealed tenders are invited from reputed and registered 
firms for webcasting in the polling station on poll day.

Date of issue of tender forms  :   
   11.02.2019 to 20.02.2019

Last date of submission of tender form :   
   11/03/2019 (till 12.00 Noon)

Date and time for opening tender form: 
   11.03.2019 (2.00 pm onwards)
Tender form can be obtained from the office of the 

Sr. Accounts Officer, Election Department on produc-
tion of State Bank of Sikkim challan amounting to Rs. 
5000/-credited under head 0070-02-800 and duly 
digned by the Sr. Accounts Officer, Election Department.

Terms and Conditions
1. Interested firm should produce registration firm, 

trade licence, GST registration, experience certifi-
cate and full address of firm at the time of submis-
sion of tender form.

2. The tender opening committee reserves the right 
to accept or reject any or all tender without assign-
ing any reason or reasons thereof and reserves right 
t award to any bidder found competent.

3. For details information or Technical Specification, 
please visit official website www.ceosikkim.nic.in 
and www.sikkim.gov.in. 

Phone NO: 03592-202539(PBX)
207855, 203673, 203721
Fax – 03592-204725

Sd/-
Chief Electoral Officer, Sikkim.

R.O. NO. 677/IPR/Pub/Classi/18-19
Date: 8.2.19

Slope failure imperils 
buildings, stalls traffic to DAC

ReBYNa RaNa
Gangtok, 08 Feb:

The stretch from Ti-
betan School Jhora at 

Sichey to the District Ad-
ministrative Centre has 
been closed to vehicles 
since 05 Feb causing some 
inconvenience to com-
muters. In a more dire sit-
uation, however, are three 
buildings on this stretch 
which have been imper-
iled by instability caused 
to the slope by the use of 
heavy rock-breaking ma-
chines at a construction 
site below. This work 
triggered a slope failure 
which as damaged the 
buildings and also poses 
a threat to the road above.

Sabita Kaushik, HK 
Subba, and RC Sharma, 
owners of the three build-
ings in question, inform that 
heavy use of rock-breaking 
machines at a construction 
site below their homes [on 
the lower road], led to slope 
failure on 29 Jan. 

Restoration work 
has been underway 
since and the residents 
of the affected buildings 
have vacated the prem-
ises for now.

They also inform that 
they have settled on a 
compensation agree-
ment with the landown-
er of the construction 
site in question who is 
undertaking protection 
works in earnest.

As for the query on 

when the road will be 
opened for traffic, it is 
informed that the road 
will be closed off till the 
restoration work is com-
pleted since vibration 
caused by traffic on the 
road would  impose 
more stress on the 

slope and further en-
danger the buildings 
already affected.

The ADC, Traffic 
personnel, SDM, DPO, 
Secretary UD&HD, and 
officials from Mines & 
Geology Department 
have been visiting the 

spot and checking on the 
protection work. Owners 
of the damaged houses 
have expressed sincere 
gratitude towards Mines 
& Geology Department 
for their “commendable 
job” towards helping in 
restoration and repairs.

CRH gets new neurosurgery consultant
Summit RepoRt
Gangtok, 8 Feb:

MCh Neurosurgery, Dr 
Simranjeet Singh, 

AIIMS Delhi has joined 
Central Referral Hospi-
tal (CRH), Gangtok as 
consultant, Department 
of Neurosurgery, Super 
specialty wing, a press 
release informs.

Dr. Singh is from Jor-
hat, Assam with MBBS 
degree from Assam 
Medical College, Dibru-

garh, 2009 and Masters 
in Surgery from Guwa-
hati Medical College, 
2014. He has worked 
in renowned hospitals 
of the country like Sir 

Ganga Ram Hospital, 
Delhi and Jai Prakash 
Narayana Apex Trauma 
Centre, Delhi, as per 
the release.

He received his MCh 
in Neurosurgery from All 
India Institute of Medical 
Sciences (AIIMS), Delhi 
in the year 2018.

He has joined CRH 
with a commitment to 
provide quality neuro-
surgical care to the peo-
ple of Sikkim.

HC dismisses PIL to regulate Netflix, 
amazon prime Video content

Nepal extends tenure of commissions 
to complete investigations 

in country’s civil war

SC notice to owner of Meghalaya coal mine

Zee Media 
files criminal 
complaint against 
publishers 
and editors of 
The Wire
New Delhi, Feb 8 (PTI): 
Zee Media Corporation 
Ltd. has filed a criminal 
complaint against the 
publishers and editors of 
online news portal The 
Wire for allegedly de-
faming it by attributing 
wrongdoing on its part 
in relation to black mon-
ey and demonetisation 
deposits. The complaint, 
filed before Metropolitan 
Magistrate Sumeet Anand, 
alleged that two articles 
published by the online 
news portal “caused se-
rious harm to the repu-
tation of the complainant 
by imputing behaviour 
incompatible with proper 
conduct and suggestions 
of involvement in improp-
er activity”.

The court has put up 
the matter for consider-
ation on March 28.

The complaint, filed 
through advocate Vijay 
Aggarwal, has sought 
the prosecution of The 
Wire’s publisher, Foun-
dation of Independent 
Journalism, directors 
and founding editors, 
Siddharth Vardarajan 
and Sidharth Roshanlal 
Bhatia, its director M K 
Venu and the authors of 
the articles, Gulam Shaik 
Budan and Anuj Srivas.

The complaint has 
been filed under sections 
499 and 500 (defama-
tion) of the IPC and if 
held guilty, the accused 
persons may get a maxi-
mum punishment of two-
year jail term.

The complaint alleged 
that the articles “falsely” 
“linked the complainant 
company with the alle-
gations of black money 
and alleged suspect de-
monetisation deposits 
and have conveyed to the 
world at large that the 
complainant company 
is being investigated by 
the SFIO (Serious Fraud 
Investigation Office).” It 
alleged that articles were 
incorrect, having no fac-
tual base and that they 
were “motivated and ma-
licious, twisting the facts 
and the truth”.

“The offences have 
been committed under 
the accused persons’ ac-
tive and direct directions, 
instigation and to fulfil 
their malafide intentions; 
And in order to malign 
and defame the image of 
the complainant, a false 
and defamatory story 
has been published, not 
only by twisting and ma-
nipulating various facts 
but also by making abso-
lutely false and fabricat-
ed allegations.

“The aim and objective 
behind these illegal and 
reckless acts to broad-
casting news without any 
research or authentication 
and without any caveats is 
to only grab eyeballs with 
an eye on viewership and 
in effect revenue of the 
channel,” it said. The com-
plainant claimed that it 
was not involved in any 
illegal activity and despite 
the same, the accused 
dragged it in unsubstanti-
ated allegations.

“The contents were 
specifically designed by 
liberal use of innuendos 
and suggestive words 
to be mischievous and 
malicious and to cause 
the general public and 
even media at large to 
believe that there was 
truth in the allegations 
made against the Com-
plainant, though there 
was none,” it said.

New Delhi, Feb 8 (PTI): 
The Supreme Court on 
Friday issued notice to 
the owner of a coal mine 
in Meghalaya where 
15 people have been 
trapped for nearly two 
months saying he was 
responsible for the illegal 
mining due to which the 
mishap took place.

The top court direct-
ed that the owner of the 
mine be made party in 
the pending petition 
seeking urgent steps 
for rescuing the miners 
trapped in the rat-hole 
mine since December 13 
last year.

The illegal mine is lo-
cated at Ksan in East Jain-
tia Hills district, about 3.7 
km deep inside a forest 
and can be accessed after 
crossing three streams. It 
was flooded when water 
from the nearby Letein 
river gushed into it.

“The mishappening 
has taken place because 
of illegal mining in the 
concerned mines for 
which, obviously, the 
mine owner is respon-
sible. It is, therefore, di-
rected that notice be is-
sued to the mine owner 
also, namely, Jrin Chullet 
@ Krip Chullet, R/O Vil-
lage Narwan of District 
Khliehriat, East Jaintia 
Hills District, Megha-
laya,” the bench said.

The top court sought 
the mine owner’s reply 
by February 22 and di-
rected the Meghalaya 
and Coal India Ltd. to 
furnish details of other 
illegal mines operating 

in the area. It posted the 
matter for further hearing 
on February 22. Senior 
advocate Anand Grover, 
appearing for petitioner 
Aditya N Prasad, said that 
the problem of de-water-
ing the mines still persists.

He said that Kirloskar 
company has sufficient 
number of 100 Horse-
power capacity pumps 
and is even ready to sup-
ply the same.

Solicitor General 
Tushar Mehta, appear-
ing for Centre said that 
it these pumps would be 
airlifted to the nearest 
point of the site and with 
the help of the Army au-
thorities, they will be in-
stalled at the earliest.

Advocate Karan Singh 
Bhati, appearing for Coal 
India Ltd. said he wants 
to file status report on 
behalf of the company.

On January 28, the 
apex court was informed 
that the body of a per-
son, among the 15 min-
ers trapped has been 
retrieved while another 
body was spotted by the 
Indian Navy.

The Centre had told 
the apex court that a 
body was recovered on 
January 24 during the 
rescue operation and 
on January 26, the Navy 
personnel spotted the 
second body at about 
280 feet. The petition-
er’s counsel had argued 
that 14 to 15 high-pow-
ered water pumps were 
required to de-water the 
mines. The Centre had 
said that Army personnel 

were already involved in 
rescue operation along 
with officials of the Na-
tional Disaster Response 
Force (NDRF), Indian 
Navy and other agencies.

Rat-hole mining in-
volves digging of narrow 
tunnels, usually three-
four feet high, for work-
ers to enter and extract 
coal. The horizontal tun-
nels are often termed 
“rat holes” as each just 
about fits one person.

In its status report 
filed in the top court, 
the Centre had said that 
crores of litres of water 
have been pumped out 
from the mine and re-
motely operated vehicles 
of the Indian Navy were 
already working in the 
rescue operation.

It had said Indian Air 
Force aircraft were also 
deployed for rescue op-
eration. The status report 
said that Meghalaya gov-
ernment is undertaking 
search and rescue oper-
ations and the Centre is 
supplementing the efforts 
by providing all necessary 
logistic support.

On January 16, re-
motely operated vehicles 
of Indian Navy detected 
a body at a depth of 210 
feet in the flooded mine 
and efforts were made to 
retrieve it but the oper-
ation could not be com-
pleted as the body parts 
started disintegrating.

Earlier, the Centre 
had told the court that it 
has to “believe in mira-
cles” for the 15 miners to 
come out alive.

New Delhi, Feb 8 (PTI): 
The Delhi High Court 
Friday dismissed a plea 
seeking framing of guide-
lines by government to 
regulate the functioning 
of online media stream-
ing platforms like Net-
flix and Amazon Prime 
Video. A bench of Chief 
Justice Rajendra Menon 
and Justice V K Rao re-
jected the petition after 
the Ministry of Informa-
tion and Broadcasting 
informed it that online 
platforms are not re-
quired to obtain any li-
cence from the ministry.

Central govern-
ment standing counsel 
Vikram Jetly said the 
content on online plat-
forms is not being regu-
lated by the ministry.

The court had earlier 
made it clear that it was 
not issuing notice on the 
petition by NGO Justice 
for Rights Foundation 
but was only seeking the 
government’s response 
on the plea which also 
alleged that the online 
media streaming plat-
forms show “uncertified, 
sexually explicit and vul-
gar” content. In its plea 
filed through advocate 

Harpreet S Hora, the NGO 
had claimed that online 
media streaming plat-
forms, that also include 
Hotstar, show content 
which is “unregulated 
and uncertified” for pub-
lic viewing.

The court had asked 
the Centre’s counsel 
to seek instructions as 
to whether the alleged 
broadcasting on the on-
line platforms is based 
on any licence or regula-
tory measures provided 
by government or any 
regulatory body.

The plea had claimed 
that television series like 
“Sacred Games”, “Game 
of Thrones” and “Sparta-
cus”, shown on platforms 
like Netflix, contain “vul-
gar, profane, sexually 
explicit, pornographic, 
morally unethical and 
virulent” content which 
often “depict women in 
objectifying manner”.

It had sought direc-
tions to the ministries of 
communication, infor-
mation and broadcast-
ing as well as law and 
justice to frame guide-
lines to regulate such 
platforms and the con-
tent they broadcast.

Kathmandu, Feb 8 
(PTI): Nepal on Friday 
extended the tenure of 
two justice commissions 
by a year investigating 
into the decade-long 
armed conflict in the 
country that claimed 
more than 17,000 lives.

The extension came 
after President Bidya 
Devi Bhandari Friday 
certified the amendment 
Bill on the Truth and Rec-
onciliation Commission 
(TRC) and the Commis-
sion on Investigation of 
Enforced Disappeared 
Persons (CIEDP) after 
they were endorsed by 
both the Houses.

The Nepalese civil 
war, known popularly 
as the Maoist Conflict or 
Maoist Insurgency, was a 
ten-year armed conflict 
between the Communist 
Party of Nepal (Maoist) 
(CPN-M) and the gov-
ernment of Nepal, fought 
from 1996 to 2006.

The rebellion was 
launched by the CPN-M 
on February 13, 1996 
with the main aim of 
overthrowing the Nepali 
monarchy and establish-
ing a People’s Republic.

It ended with the 
comprehensive peace 
accord signed on Novem-
ber 21, 2006.

With the certification 

of the bill, the tenure of 
both the commissions 
have been extended by 
one year. “The govern-
ment extended the ten-
ure of TRC and CIEDP as 
the both the commissions 
are yet to complete their 
remaining works relating 
to the decade long armed 
conflict, which claimed 
more than 17,000 lives,” 
an official said.

“The two transitional 
justice bodies should fol-
low the cases of 17,876 
deaths, 1,500 disappear-
ances, 9,000 injured and 
80,000 displaced during 
the Maoist insurgency 
from 1996 to 2006, the 
official added.

More than 63,000 
complaints have been 
filed to the two commis-
sions -- one investigat-
ing an estimated 3,000 
forced disappearances 
and the other focusing 
on crimes such as rape 
and murder. The TRC has 
received around 63,000 
complaints relating to vi-
olation of human rights 
while it has completed 
preliminary investigation 
into 4,000 cases only.

Similarly, out of es-
timated cases of 3,000 
forced disappearances, 
primary investigation 
has been conducted into 
around 2,200 cases only.
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WRITE US: 
Readers are invited to comment on, 
criticise, run down, even appreciate 
if they like something in this paper. 
Letters carrying abusive/ indecorous 
language and personal attacks, except 
when against people responsible in 
this newspaper (who are fair game), 
will have to be ignored. Letters 
which carry forward a conversation 
or initiate a dialogue will command 
immediate attention and receive 
prominence.  
Mail us at: news@summittimes.com

Focus Will Not be 
Wasted on the Youth

Sikkim has a very young population – 
inform them better so that they care

Over fifty per cent of Sikkim’s population is 
in the most productive age-group of 10 to 

35 years. Despite more than half of Sikkim made 
up of the young, there does not appear to be 
much youthful exuberance in the State. Dis-
enchantment, pessimism and opportunism 
are behavioural traits that one normally asso-
ciates with those who have been around for 
slightly more time than the under-35 that we 
are speaking of here. 

Agreed, 10 to 35 is a very wide spectrum for 
an age-group, but we take it here because this 
is the span during which people are learning or 
have begun putting their learning to use. After 
this, they start stagnating if the younger years 
have not instilled them with a passion to get 
excited. Take a look around, at the community 
level, there is very little that this age-group is 
doing to get noticed and make a difference. Even 
the rebellious streak that is so marked in these 
years is sorely missing. This age-group needs 
to get stimulated. They have to start getting in-
volved in the workings of the State that they will 
inherit soon. It would not be a bad idea to force 
them to get involved. The elder generation is too 
out of sync with the needs and aspirations of the 
young and the connection has to be restored. 
What the present generation in control priori-
tizes is lost on the young. Sample this – 67.42% 
of the current population of Sikkim is what can 
be called the post-Merger generation, having 
been born or settled in Sikkim after 1975. While 
this data cannot be interpreted to mean that this 
segment does not care as much for the politi-
cal issues of 1975 vintage as the political noise 
would have one believe, what it does bear out is 
that a huge majority of Sikkim might not know 
what is being discussed. Accept it, no one – no 
leader and surely no academics thus far – has 
made any genuine effort to explain the history 
or socio-political developments of Sikkim to its 
young. What they peddle is a colored-to-suit-
their-position narrative of Sikkim’s issues, and 
that colour does not blend well for well-round-
ed awareness. The young, it needs to also be 
recognised, are showing an interest to ‘know’. It 
would serve Sikkim well to inform them better 
and let them do their own interpretations and 
work out their own solutions.

It also makes political sense to get a grip 
on the priorities that the young hold dear. The 
under-40 year old age-group constitutes more 
than 35% of the electorate. Since they consti-
tute a substantial vote-bank, it is important that 
they start understanding and caring for Sikkim. 
It is equally important that they start getting 
understood first. This is an age-group, which, 
as much as it is interested in history and Sik-
kim past – both remote and recent – also wants 
a future. This is also an age-group that has re-
ceived better education and seen more of the 
world and can hence be trusted to intelligently 
weigh options, sift the rhetoric from real com-
mitments and hopefully grow away from caste 
and community divides. They can also influence 
their elders and infect them with their hopes 
and aspirations. Whichever party touches a 
chord with them is assured to well. And Sikkim 
has already seen the reasonable success of this 
approach in how the Opposition did better than 
most past elections in Sikkim in 2014.

State of the Union: The women in white stole Trump’s 
night – and will haunt him for the rest of the year

Can bees do maths? Yes – new research 
shows they can add and subtract

SCARLETT HOwARD, ADRIAN 
DYeR & JaiR gaRCia
theconversation.com

The humble honeybee can use 
symbols to perform basic maths 

including addition and subtraction, 
shows new research published today 
in the journal Science Advances.

Despite having a brain containing 
less than one million neurons, the 
honeybee has recently shown it can 
manage complex problems – like un-
derstanding the concept of zero.

Honeybees are a high value model 
for exploring questions about neuro-
science. In our latest study we decid-
ed to test if they could learn to per-
form simple arithmetical operations 
such as addition and subtraction. 
aDDitioN aND SuBtRaCtioN op-
eRatioNS

As children, we learn that a plus 
symbol (+) means we have to add two 
or more quantities, while a minus 
symbol (-) means we have to subtract 
quantities from each other.

To solve these problems, we need 
both long-term and short-term mem-
ory. We use working (short-term) 
memory to manage the numerical 
values while performing the opera-
tion, and we store the rules for adding 
or subtracting in long-term memory.

Although the ability to perform 
arithmetic like adding and subtract-
ing is not simple, it is vital in human 
societies. The Egyptians and Babylo-
nians show evidence of using arith-
metic around 2000BCE, which would 
have been useful – for example – to 
count live stock and calculate new 
numbers when cattle were sold off. 

But does the development of ar-

ithmetical thinking require a large 
primate brain, or do other ani-
mals face similar problems that 
enable them to process arithme-
tic operations? We explored this 
using the honeybee.
hoW to tRaiN a Bee

Honeybees are central place for-
agers – which means that a forager 
bee will return to a place if the loca-
tion provides a good source of food.

We provide bees with a high 
concentration of sugar water during 
experiments, so individual bees (all fe-
male) continue to return to the exper-
iment to collect nutrition for the hive.

In our setup, when a bee chooses 
a correct number (see below) she re-
ceives a reward of sugar water. If she 
makes an incorrect choice, she will re-
ceive a bitter tasting quinine solution.

We use this method to teach indi-
vidual bees to learn the task of addition 
or subtraction over four to seven hours. 
Each time the bee became full she re-
turned to the hive, then came back to 
the experiment to continue learning.
aDDitioN aND SuBtRaCtioN iN 
BeeS

Honeybees were individually 
trained to visit a Y-maze shaped 
apparatus.

The bee would fly into the en-
trance of the Y-maze and view an ar-
ray of elements consisting of between 
one to five shapes. The shapes (for 
example: square shapes, but many 
shape options were employed in ac-
tual experiments) would be one of 
two colours. Blue meant the bee had 
to perform an addition operation (+ 
1). If the shapes were yellow, the 
bee would have to perform a sub-
traction operation (- 1).

For the task of either plus or mi-
nus one, one side would contain an 
incorrect answer and the other side 
would contain the correct answer. 
The side of stimuli was changed ran-
domly throughout the experiment, so 
that the bee would not learn to only 
visit one side of the Y-maze.

After viewing the initial number, 
each bee would fly through a hole 
into a decision chamber where it 
could either choose to fly to the left 
or right side of the Y-maze depend-
ing on operation to which she had 
been trained for. 

At the beginning of the experi-
ment, bees made random choices 
until they could work out how to 
solve the problem. Eventually, over 
100 learning trials, bees learnt that 
blue meant +1 while yellow meant 
-1. Bees could then apply the rules to 
new numbers.

During testing with a novel num-
ber, bees were correct in addition 
and subtraction of one element 
64-72% of the time. The bee’s per-
formance on tests was significantly 
different than what we would ex-
pect if bees were choosing random-
ly, called chance level performance 
(50% correct/incorrect)

Thus, our “bee school” with-
in the Y-maze allowed the bees to 
learn how to use arithmetic opera-
tors to add or subtract.
wHY IS THIS A COMPLEX QUES-
TION FOR BEES?

Numerical operations such as ad-
dition and subtraction are complex 
questions because they require two 
levels of processing. The first level re-
quires a bee to comprehend the value 
of numerical attributes. The second 

level requires the bee to mentally 
manipulate numerical attributes in 
working memory.

In addition to these two process-
es, bees also had to perform the arith-
metic operations in working memory 
– the number “one” to be added or 
subtracted was not visually present. 
Rather, the idea of plus one or minus 
“one” was an abstract concept which 
bees had to resolve over the course of 
the training.

Showing that a bee can com-
bine simple arithmetic and symbolic 
learning has identified numerous ar-
eas of research to expand into, such 
as whether other animals can add 
and subtract.
IMPLICATIONS FOR AI AND NEU-
RoBioLogY

There is a lot of interest in AI, and 
how well computers can enable self 
learning of novel problems.

Our new findings show that learn-
ing symbolic arithmetic operators to 
enable addition and subtraction is 
possible with a miniature brain. This 
suggests there may be new ways to 
incorporate interactions of both long-
term rules and working memory into 
designs to improve rapid AI learning 
of new problems.

Also, our findings show that the 
understanding of maths symbols as 
a language with operators is some-
thing that many brains can probably 
achieve, and helps explain how many 
human cultures independently devel-
oped numeracy skills.

[Scarlett Howard is PhD 
candidate, RMIT University; Adrian 

Dyer is Associate Professor, RMIT 
University; Jair Garcia is Research 

fellow, RMIT University]

SCott LuCaS
theconversation.com

The State of the Union headline was not in Don-
ald Trump’s script, which initially leashed him 

to a teleprompter before a joint session of Congress 
on Tuesday night.

The White House had trailed that the speech, 
given a week late because of the shutdown of the 
federal government, would emphasise a bipartisan 
approach to politics. So Trump – more like a new-
comer carefully reading through an audition than 
the flamboyant actor at his rallies and impromptu 
press conferences – ticked off lines that could have 
been given by any of his predecessors.

“Millions of our fellow citizens are watching 
us, gathered in this great chamber, hoping we will 
govern not as two parties, but as one nation,” he 
opened. “Victory is winning for our country,” fol-
lowed. And “Make America Great Again” was re-
worked as “Tonight I ask you to choose greatness”.

Trump sheltered in the safety of introducing 
various invited guests, from World War II veterans 
to Apollo 11 astronaut Buzz Aldrin. He warmed 
up and loosened up a bit as he claimed credit for 
everything from the American economy to the 
release of former inmates Alice Johnson and Mat-
thew Charles through clemency, who were also in 
the audience.

The story of the day had been the off-script 
Trump. Before feigning the bipartisan in his speech, 
Trump spent a lunch with reporters assailing Dem-
ocrats. There, he apparently dismissed former 
vice-president and possible presidential candidate 
Joe Biden as “dumb”, while Senate minority leader, 
Chuck Schumer, was a “son of a bitch”.

But the story of the night was the woman be-
hind Trump on the podium. House speaker Nancy 
Pelosi, the legislator who uninvited and re-invited 
Trump to give the State of the Union address, si-
lently exercised her new authority as leader of the 

Democrat-controlled chamber.
Pelosi gave courteous applause at points during 

the performance. But for much of it, she monitored 
Trump like an instructor watching a borderline stu-
dent. She quietly marked Trump’s 15-minute per-
oration on immigration, filled with his boilerplate 
distortions about the “tremendous onslaught” of 
“large, organised caravans” arriving at the US bor-
der. She gave a small shake of the head as he recit-
ed hyperbole about his immigrant straw man, “the 
savage gang MS-13”. She never broke into a gaze of 
disbelief as the claims got bigger and wilder, as he 
introduced three women whose relative was killed 
by an “illegal alien”. She just continued the silent 
marking of the man in front of her.
THE wOMEN IN FRONT

The women of Congress were the story in 
front of Trump, and many of them were taking 
seats for the first time this January. They came 
dressed in white in tribute to the women’s suf-
frage movement.

As he got into his script, with more swagger and 
jabs in the words, Trump played to the Republicans 
who rallied to their cues. They backed him in his 
biggest swing of the night, when he attacked “ridic-
ulous partisan investigations” as disruptive to the 
“economic miracle” taking place in the nation.

When they offered an impromptu opportu-
nity by chanting “USA, USA”, Trump seized it. 
“That sounds so good”, he told them. Buoyed, 
he gave a finger jab at the Democrats as he 
claimed the achievement of making the US a “net 
exporter of energy”.

But the cameras were often on the 131 women 
sworn into the 116th Congress. Like the woman 
behind Trump, they monitored the chief execu-
tive rather than deferred to him. They stood in 
their own tribute to “greatness” but remained in 
their seats during Trump’s more frequent invo-
cations of division and confrontation, including 
over his wall with Mexico.

And then they seized the evening.
Trump, with his chequered personal and politi-

cal record over women, again reached for self-con-
gratulation: “No one has benefited more from our 
thriving economy than women, who have filled 
58% of the new jobs created in the last year.”

The 131 women leapt to their feet. They 
whooped, danced, and high-fived each other. They 
celebrated.

Appearing surprised and unsettled, Trump ex-
claimed: “You were not supposed to do that.” He 
tried to regain attention to himself: “All Americans 
can be proud that we have more women in the 
workforce than ever before.”

The dancing surged. Alexandria Ocasio-Cortez 
of New York gave a hip shake.

Trump tried one more time: “We also have 
more women serving in Congress than ever be-
fore.” Every eye on them rather than the president, 
the women hugged each other, waved, and danced 
some more.

Facing the wave, the Republicans pushed it with 
the chant, “USA, USA, USA”. But rather than giving 
way, the women took up the chant. Rather than 
letting the Republicans claim to represent the na-
tion with their mantra, they shouted it, too – they 
danced to it.

Trump continued through his script. He an-
nounced another summit with North Korea’s Kim 
Jong-un, in Vietnam at the end of this month. He 
introduced a ten-year-old girl who defeated brain 
cancer. He spoke about “babies ripped from their 
mother’s womb, moments from birth”. But his State 
of the Union was done for the night.

And his rule of the state might be done for good. 
Behind him was a new political reality: one woman 
with her own control. In front of him, the many oth-
ers not just blocking his path – likely to be a trou-
bled one in 2019 – but forging their own.

[the writer is Professor of International 
Politics, University of Birmingham]
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GOVERNMENT OF SIKKIM
RoaDS & BRiDgeS DepaRtmeNt

KALUK SUB-DIVISION, wEST SIKKIM

NotiCe iNVitiNg teNDeR
N.I.T. NO:- 37/NIT/R&B/Kal.         DATED: 23.01.2019

For and on behalf of the Governor of Sikkim, Assistant Engineer, Roads & Bridges Department invites sealed tenders under sin-
gle bid system from the eligible contractors of class IV Grade enlisted with Sikkim Public Works Department vide Notification 
No. 515/R&B/Secy, dated 12.06.2018, through competitive bidding within the territorial jurisdiction of Gram Panchayat/ Urban 
Local Bodies (concern ward) where the work is to be executed. The works are listed as under:-

Sl.No. Name of Work Value put to tender 
(Rs.)

Completion 
Time (in 
months)

Amount of Bank 
receipt for cost of 
tender documents 
(Rs)

Amount of Earnest 
Money @2.50% 
For issue of tender 
form (Rs.)

1 2 3 4 5 6

1. Construction of SPWD Link 
road from PMGSY Bul-
lung to Thapadara under 
03-Maneybong Dentam 
Constituency, West Sikkim

Rs.64,37,342.00 18 months Rs.15,000.00 Rs.1,60,934.00

time SCheDuLe

1. Date of submission of application with Bank receipt for issue of Tender 
(at respective VaC).

23rd February 2019 (10 am to 4pm)

2. Date of issue of tender forms on submission of TDR (as Earnest Money) 
(at respective VaC).

25th February 2019 (10 am to 4 pm).

3. Last Date & Time for Submission of Tender (at respective VaC). 26th February 2019 (10 am to 3 pm).

4. Date & Time for Opening of Tender (at respective VaC). 26th February 2019 ( 3.30 pm).

CONDITIONS OF CONTRACT.
1. Tender is open only to the eligible Contractors / Firms of appropriate Class/ Area.
2. The intending tenders/ contractors should apply in writing for issue of Tender documents. The application would 

invariably be signed by the contractor himself/ herself.
The tender document will not be issued to any person other than the INTENDING TENDERER. The application shall 
be submitted initially for each work listed above with all required documents.

3. The applications should enclose attested copies of the Validated/Updated Class IV grade Contractor Enlistment Cer-
tificate along with the application. It is mandatory to produce the Original validated/ updated Enlistment Certificate 
during sale/ issue of the Tender Document for verification. Selected bidder should produce NoC/ tax Clearance 
Certificate from the Commercial Taxes Division, Finance, Revenue and Expenditure Department and GSTIN 
Certificates prior to the issue of Work Order.

4. The prescribed Non- Transferable Tender Documents (excluding the Tender Form) can be obtained during the 
period specified as above from the office of the respective VAC Offices on production of  requisite Bank receipt 
of the State of Sikkim towards the cost of Tender Document (non-refundable) form shall be deposited to the 
revenue of respective GPU. 

5. Earnest money deposit @ 2.5% in State Bank of Sikkim shall be in the form of Deposit Receipt of Schedules Bank 
which includes deposit in the form of temporary deposit receipts  of Fixed deposits receipts in favour of the Sr. Ac-
counts Officer (W), Roads & Bridges Department, Gyalshing. Tender Form shall be issued only on production of the 
deposit receipts to that contractors/ firm who has obtained the tender Documents, on production of towards deposit 
receipt of 2.5% earnest money.

6. The Tender Documents, including the Tender Form with quoted offer should be placed in a seated cover with the 
name of the Tenderers and the name of the work superscripted on it. Supporting documents listed at Sl.No. 3 (a), (b), 
and (c) above should be enclosed with the offer.

7. Sealed tenders may be deposited in the Tender Box in the office of the Assistant Engineer, Roads & Bridges Depart-
ment, on the date and within the time indicated above.

8. Tenders will be opened by a Tender Opening Committee as prescribed by the Government in the presence of the 
tenderness on the date and time indicated above.

9. The Tenderer should sign on every page of the tenders documents as Acceptance of the General Direction and Con-
ditions of Contract and other laid down norms. The rate quoted should be both in figures and words and should be 
inclusive of Value Added Tax and all other Taxes and Levies. Over writing and correction should be avoided and if 
made should be authenticated. Incomplete/ Conditional tenders shall be rejected forthwith.

10. In case of any discrepancy in rate (s) printed in the Schedule of Rates and Quantities issued with the tender docu-
ments rates as per approved Scheduled of Rates will be taken as correct. For items outside the SOR, the rates shall be 
as per the technically checked estimate/analysis. Decision of the Principal Chief Engineer cum Secretary/ Head of the 
Department will be final in this regard.

11. The work value, scope and quantum of work are subject to change, the contractor shall execute the work as per the 
directives of the Department. No claim on this account shall be entertained whatsoever. If any extra claim is made, it 
shall be as per the agreements rates.

12. The contractors shall establish a field laboratory at the construction site. It shall be mandatory to test material by 
the contractor at site or any other laboratory fixed by the Government for quality control purpose. The Department 
reserves the rights to withhold payments to the contractor unless test certificates are not produced by the contractor 
when called upon to do so.

13. Avoidable damages due to negligence of the contractors shall be at his own risk and cost. The department shall not 
be liable for payment of such damages (if any), including accidents to labourer at site.

14. In case of roads, contractor shall be required to execute the pavement works in test patches for ensuring quality of 
materials and for determination of correct methodology. The test patches shall be got approved from the Engi-
neer-in Charge.

15. The offer shall remain valid for a period of 90 days. The work should commence within 15 days from the date of issue 
of work Order.

16. All the conditions as mentioned in the NIT shall be deemed to be a part of the agreement to be entered with the con-
tractor. Security deposit shall be collected by deductions from the running bills of the contractor @ 5% or as notified 
from time to time and applicable on date of payment.

17. The contractor shall ensure the safety of plant in the road reserve area and beyond. He shall also plant additional flora 
as directed by the Engineer- in Charge at his own cost in due fulfilment of the stipulation under the State Green Mis-
sion. Security deposit for the work shall be refunded only after verification of the survival of such plants in additions 
to the others norms laid down for the release of security deposit.

18. The Department reserves the right to accept or reject any or all tenders without assigning any reason thereof.
19. The recoveries of Taxes and Royalties on forest produces shall be as per rates notified by the Government from time 

to time and applicable on the date of payment. In no case, claim of any contractor for deduction as per rates incorpo-
rated in Analysis of Rates or Schedule of Rates or Rates on the date of tender shall be acceptable.

20. In case of carriage of Non Stock Materials, if these materials are available at site or are actually transported from a 
lesser distance than indicated in the schedules, the department shall pay the carriage as per actual proof or carriage 
supported by permits issued by Forest department indicating the quarries which is required to be submitted by con-
tractor with bill, not exceeding the rates as incorporated in these schedules. The contractors are required to submit 
necessary documents to fulfil the claim of payments for carriage of Non Stock Materials.

21. Subletting of contract work is against the norms and if it comes to the notice, the original contract shall be cancelled 
and appropriate action shall be initiated as per the rules.

22. In case the man powers employed by the contractor are from outside the State or neighbouring countries, it shall be 
the responsibility of the contractor to get them registered with the Labour Department, Government of Sikkim as per 
the relevant Labour Laws.

23. The Department also reserves the right to increase, decrease, alter or modify the item of works as indicted in the NIT 
without assigning any reason thereof.

24. Use of explosive shall be regulated as under.
a) Transportation, handling, storage and use of explosive (if necessary) shall be in accordance with the provision 

of the India Explosive Act and General Guideline, Circulars issued by the department and other competent au-
thorities on the subject from time to time.

b) The rules and regulations issued by the Sikkim Public Works Department or any other competent authority 
shall strictly be adhered to with regard to transportations, storages, handling, and use of explosive at all times. 
Proper daily record of receipt and issue of explosives shall be maintained by the contractor.

25. The contractor shall also make arrangement to have photographs of the works taken at least at three stages of the 
construction period i.e. beginning, middle and completion stage.

26. Quarrying of stones shall be allowed only from designated approved quarries. Where work of Water Bound Macad-
am is involved, binding materials shall strictly be in accordance with the specifications, both in quality and quantity. 
Works such as compaction, consolidation and stabilization etc, will be required to be done on trial stretches to ensure 
that materials, procedure and equipments are producing the desired result.

27. Damages to properties in and around the work site must be avoided at all cost. The contractor shall be held respon-
sible for any acts of negligence and shall be made to make good the damages.

28. Expenditure involved for material testing, cube strength of concrete, crushing strength of road metals etc., at site or 
in laboratories shall be borne by the contractor.

29. The contractor shall make necessary arrangement accordingly as and when instructed to do so.
30. It is accepted to the tenderer to have inspected the site before submitting his bid. There may be possible site difficul-

ties for which the tenderer should have their own correct assessment before submitting the bid.
31. The contactor will have to pay all taxes and duties as applicable and notified by the State/ Central Government and 

no claim shall be entertained in this regard whatsoever. 
32. The cost of stock materials supplied from the departmental store will be deducted from the contractor’s bills as per 

rules.
33. The defect liability period for the pavement work shall be for a period of five years which shall not cover the damages 

due to natural calamities formation sinking landslides etc.
34. The payments for the executed work shall be done only after obtaining sanction under BADP- and no claim, whatso-

ever, shall be entertained before the sanction.
35. The bidders shall produce a Certificate of Residence from the concern Gram Panchayat Unit where te work 

is to be executed.
Sd/-

assistant engineer
Roads & Bridges Department.

Kaluk Sub Division.
R.O. No.674/IPR/Pub/Classi./18-19 
Date:07.02.19

Children work in rat-hole coal mines 
of Meghalaya: NHRC member

Shillong, Feb 8 (PTI): 
A member of the Nation-
al Human Rights Com-
mission (NHRC) on Fri-
day expressed concern 
that children are being 
employed in coal mines 
of Meghalaya, which was 
banned by the Nation-
al Green Tribunal four 
years ago.

NHRC member Jus-
tice P C Ghosh also urged 
the authorities to stop 
illegal coal mining to ad-
dress its impact on envi-
ronment and for the safe-
ty of labourers.

“The tunnels of the 
mines are called rat-
holes because of their 
small heights. (That is 
why) children are gen-
erally employed in these 
coal mines,” Justice 
Ghosh said while ad-
dressing a workshop on 
elimination of bonded 
labour and child labour 
system here.

Rat-hole mining in-
volves digging of nar-
row horizontal tunnels, 
usually 3-4 feet high, for 
workers to enter and ex-
tract coal.

The NHRC member 

said it has been observed 
that water floods those 
mines resulting in the 
death of many, as in the 
case of one in East Jaintia 
Hills district recently.

He hoped that the 
authorities have taken 
steps to address the 
difficulties being faced 
by the affected labour-
ers’ families.

The state govern-
ment has provided Rs 1 
lakh interim relief to the 
family members of those 
labourers trapped in the 
illegal coal mine.

Altogether 15 labour-

ers had been trapped 
in that flooded mine in 
December and till now, 
only one body could be 
retrieved. Water had 
gushed into the mine 
from a nearby river after 
breaking a wall.

The divers of the 
Navy and the NDRF had 
retrieved the body last 
month using an under-
water remotely operated 
vehicle (ROV).

Though another body 
was detected by the 
ROV, it could not be re-
trieved and has appar-
ently been lost again in 

the turbid water inside 
deep into the mine, op-
eration spokesperson R 
Susngi said.

At present, the Navy 
is operating the ROV 
round the clock while 
dewatering processes 
by various agencies is 
continuing side by side, 
he said.

The coal mine owner 
Krip Chullet was arrested 
on December 14, a day 
after the accident took 
place. Two more per-
sons allegedly involved 
in operating the mine 
are on the run.

CPI MPs to boycott PM events in Agartala 
on Feb 9 in protest against Citizenship Bill

New Delhi, Feb 8 (PTI): 
In protest against the 
Citizenship Amendment 
Bill, the Communist Par-
ty of India will boycott 
the functions planned 
in Agartala on Febru-
ary 9 to be attended by 
Prime Minister Naren-
dra Modi, the three par-
ty MPs said Friday.

The three MPs from 
Tripura - Rajya Sabha MP 
Jharna Das Baidya and 
two Lok Sabha MPs of the 
party - Jitendra Choud-
hury and Shankar Prasad 
Dutta said in a joint state-
ment issued here said the 
passage of the bill will 
“grossly” harm the cause 
of the northeast in the 
long run and pose severe 
fracture to the secular 
feature of the country.

“To record our pro-

test and express solidari-
ty with the collective and 
spontaneous movement 
against the move of the 
Modi government to pass 
the Citizenship Amend-
ment Bill 2016. We the 
three MPs of Tripura 
have taken conscious 
decision to boycott the 
functions at Agartala to 
be attended by Prime 
Minister Narendra 
Modi tomorrow on 
February 9, 2019,” the 
statement signed by 
the three MPs said.

They also appealed to 
the PM to withdraw the 
controversial bill from 
Rajya Sabha, honouring 
the “genuine sentiments 
and anguish” of the peo-
ple in general and the 
northeast in particular.

The bill seeks to grant 

Indian citizenship to 
non-Muslim minorities 
of Pakistan, Bangladesh 
and Afghanistan who 
fled religious persecu-
tion. It was passed by Lok 
Sabha on January 8 and is 
awaiting the nod of Rajya 
Sabha. Modi is set to ad-
dress a rally in Agartala 
and inaugurate several 
projects, including a rail-
way line and a new block 
at Tripura Institute of 
Technology campus.

The new railway 
line, spanning 23 ki-
lometres, will connect 
Garji to Belonia in South 
Tripura district.

The prime minister is 
also scheduled to unveil 
a statue of Tripura’s erst-
while ruler Maharaja Bir 
Bikram Kishore Manikya, 
the sources said.

DD Arun Prabha to meet 
aspirations of people: Official

Itanagar, Feb 8 (PTI): 
A new 24 x 7 television 
channel of Doordar-
shan, DD Arun Prabha, 
to be launched by Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi 
here on Saturday, will 
fulfil the aspirations of 
the people of the north-
eastern region, a senior 
official said.

It will be Doordar-
shans second channel 
for the region, the offi-
cial told reporters here 
on Friday.

DD Arun Prabha, with 
its head office at Itanagar, 
will telecast programmes 

on the diverse culture of 
the northeastern states.

DD additional di-
rector general (pro-
gramme), P K Subash 
said, “The DD now has 
16 regional channels 
and DD Arun Prabha 
will be the 17th one be-
sides the existing seven 
national channels.”

The state-owned 
broadcaster already runs 
‘DD North-East’, which 
telecasts entertainment 
and information-based 
programmes in As-
samese, Bengali, English 
and other languages of 

the region.
“The existing channel 

has not been able to meet 
the cultural needs of the 
region because of its cul-
tural diversity, multiple 
languages and dialects 
for which DD Arun Pra-
bha was conceived,” Sub-
ash said.

DD director general 
Supriya Sahu, during her 
visit to the state in Janu-
ary 2017, had asked film 
producers and directors 
to come up with innova-
tive proposals for pro-
grammes, serials, tele-
films and documentaries.

Indian toddler 
Sherin Mathews’ 
foster parents 
to be tried 
separately: 
US court
Houston, Feb 8 (PTI): 
A US court has ruled that 
the Indian-American 
foster parents of Sherin 
Mathews, accused in the 
death of their 3-year-old 
special needs daughter, 
will face separate tri-
als, according to a me-
dia report. Sherin, who 
was adopted by Wes-
ley Mathews and Sini 
Mathews in 2016, was 
found dead in a culvert 
near the family’s home 
in Richardson, Texas, on 
October 22, 2017, two 
weeks after her family 
reported her missing.

Wesley initially told 
the police that his daugh-
ter had gone missing 
from outside the house. 
He had made her stand 
outside the house at 3 am 
as punishment for not 
finishing her milk. Sher-
in was missing when he 
went back for her, Wesley 
had contended.

He changed his story 
later and told investiga-
tors that Sherin died af-
ter choking on milk. He 
admitted to putting her 
body in the culvert near 
their home in Richardson 
in suburban Dallas.

There will be sepa-
rate trials for the parents 
accused in the death of 
Sherin, Fox4News.com 
reported, quoting a rul-
ing by the Dallas County 
Court on February 4.

Sini, who was 35 at 
the time of her arrest, 
is charged with child 
abonnement after al-
legedly leaving Sherin 
home alone on the night 
of her death. She faces 
a sentence that ranges 
from two to 20 years in 
prison with a fine of up 
to USD 10,000.

Her husband, Wesley, 
38, at the time of his ar-
rest, is accused of killing 
the Indian girl, who was 
adopted from an orphan-
age in Bihar.

Wesley charged with 
felony injury to a child, 
which carries a sentence 
of up to life in prison.

Wesley’s trial is now 
set for April 5 while Sini’s 
trial has been moved up to 
March 15, the report said. 
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India level T20 series: Krunal restricts, 
Rohit blasts, Rishabh finishes

Auckland, Feb 8 (PTI): 
Mahendra Singh Dho-
ni watched from the 22 
yards distance as his 
heir apparent Rishabh 
Pant showed spunk in a 
tricky situation, guiding 
India to their maiden 
T20 International victo-
ry on New Zealand soil 
here Friday.

The seven-wicket 
triumph was set up by 
skipper Rohit Shar-
ma (50 off 29 balls) in 
company of Shikhar 
Dhawan (30, 31 balls) 
with a 79-run stand 
after Krunal Pandya 
got three wickets to re-
strict the hosts to 158/8.

With his whirlwind 
fifty, Rohit also became 
the top run-getter in the 
format, surpassing Mar-
tin Guptill.

“Very pleased to see 
how we bowled, and we 
were quite clinical with 
the bat as well,” Rohit 
said in the post-match 
presentation.

Dhoni, the original 
master finisher, couldn’t 
have been happier as 
he saw Pant control 
what could have been 
a tricky 159-run chase 
chase with an unbeat-
en 40 off 28 balls. The 
series is now tied 1-1 
with the decider in 
Hamilton on Sunday.

With the former In-
dia captain (20 no off 17 
balls) playing the role 
of a mentor at the other 
end, the 44-run stand 
was very significant as 
Indian cricket slowly 

moves towards a change 
of guard in coming days.

Pant’s one-handed six 
off Tim Southee or the 
bowler’s back drive off 
Scott Kuggeleijn to finish 
off the match were rem-
iniscent of Dhoni’s best 
days. Pant hit four bound-
aries and a six in all.

Earlier, Rohit’s flicked 
six off Kuggeleijn over 
backward square leg was 
a treat for the eyes but 
his dismissal along with 
Vijay Shankar’s did cre-
ate a bit of unrest. How-
ever, Pant ensured that 
they didn’t press the pan-
ic button.

The innings would 
certainly help him make 
a strong case for being 
included in the World 
Cup squad. While bowl-

ing, Krunal enhanced his 
already growing repu-
tation as a steady short 
format bowler with 
three important break-
throughs as India re-
stricted New Zealand to a 
below-par 158/8.

“We missed a trick or 
two with the bat. It was 
slightly more tricky to 
bat, but 20 more runs 
at the death would 
have been better,” said 
New Zealand captain 
Kane Williamson.

The parsimonious 
Krunal (3/28 in 4 overs) 
dismissed Colin Munro 
(12) and skipper Kane 
Williamson (20) to peg 
the Black Caps back ear-
ly in the innings. In be-
tween, Krunal also got 
the controversial wicket 

of Daryl Mitchell (1), who 
fell prey to an umpiring 
howler, when ‘Hotspot’ 
showed a clear inside 
edge onto the pads.

However, Colin de 
Grandhomme, who has 
played for KKR in the 
IPL, then counter-at-
tacked, scoring a blis-
tering 50 off 28 balls, 
adding 77 runs with 
Ross Taylor (42 off 36 
balls) for the fifth wicket.

Once De Grandhom-
me was sent back to the 
dug-out by Hardik Pan-
dya (1/36 in 4 overs) 
and Taylor was run-
out, New Zealand’s 
chances of a big total 
went up in smoke.

It was a much-im-
proved performance by 
the Indian bowlers with 

Bhuvneshwar Kumar 
(1/29 in 4 overs) remov-
ing Tim Seifert (12) in 
the very third over with 
a fuller delivery, inducing 
an inside edge to Mahen-
dra Singh Dhoni behind 
the stumps.

However, it was 
Krunal, who really ap-
plied the brakes after 
being brought inside the 
Powerplay overs.

The elder Pandya 
quickly found the ide-
al length, bowling his 
usual wicket to wicket 
deliveries with a flatter 
trajectory.

Both Munro and Wil-
liamson got skidders. 
While the left-handed 
opener Munro hit one 
straight to the cover, 
Williamson was caught 

plumb in-front.
However, it was the 

dismissal of Mitchell 
that once again raised 
the ‘Spirit of Cricket’ de-
bate even though it was 
a clear case of an umpir-
ing howler by TV umpire 
Shaun Haig.

Krunal angled one 
into Mitchell, who got 
an inside edge onto the 
pads. The on-field um-
pire adjudged him leg 
before and he promptly 
asked for DRS.

As the giant screen 
showed that a faint edge 
could be detected by 
Hotspot, to everyone’s 
dismay, TV umpire Shaun 
Haig pressed the red but-
ton to signal out.

After that, it was left 
to India captain Rohit 
Sharma to call the player 
back but he didn’t do so.

At 50 for 4, it was De 
Grandhomme, who took 
charge as he attacked 
Yuzvendra Chahal (0/37 
in 4 overs), hitting him 
for a couple of sixes.

When he was just 
about threatening to 
take the game away, De 
Grandhomme smacked 
one straight to covers in 
skipper Rohit’s hands.

India bowled 35 
dot balls, which could 
well have been deci-
sive in the final con-
text of the match.

Young Khaleel Ahmed 
(2/27) polished off two 
wickets in the end. He 
and Bhuvneshwar also 
bowled 18 dot balls be-
tween them.

Dhoni’s presence in 
World Cup important for 
decision-making: Yuvraj

During IPL, women’s T20 event 
with maximum 3 teams

FIFA rankings: India slips out 
of top 100 in latest charts

Real Kashmir’s home 
match against east 

Bengal postponed due 
to thick snow cover

Sports Ministry grants Rs 35cr to SAI for TOPS athletes
New Delhi, Feb 7 (PTI): 
The Sports Ministry has 
granted Rs 35 crores 
from its National Sports 
Development Fund 
(NSDF) to the Sports Au-
thority of India (SAI) for 
customised training of 
athletes who are includ-
ed in the Target Olympic 
Podium Scheme (TOPS).

In addition, the Min-
istry has also disbursed 
an amount of Rs 5.98 
crore for athletes 

across 22 disciplines 
seeking funds from 
NSDF during 2018.

NSDF funds are 
allocated specifical-
ly for those athletes, 
who appeal for finan-
cial assistance from 
the government.

Replying to a ques-
tion on the amount of 
funds disbursed, a com-
plete data (till December 
31, 2018) was released.

While Rs 7.24 crore, 

Rs 6.25 crore and Rs 9.02 
crore (all approx) were 
spent during financial 
years 2017-18, 2016-17 
and 2015-16 respec-
tively, the current year’s 
spending till December is 
Rs 5.98 crore.

In most of the disci-
plines, funding sought 
has decreased with only 
Rs 42.5 lakh disbursed 
in archery compared to 
Rs 64 lakh during last 
financial year. Similarly, 

assistance sought has de-
creased in athletics (1.04 
crore to Rs 87.5 lakh), 
badminton (Rs 35 lakh to 
Rs 27.5 lakh), shooting (Rs 
1.11 crore to Rs 89.5 lakh), 
and weightlifting (Rs 40.5 
lakh to Rs 13.5 lakh).

The disciplines 
where more financial 
assistance was sought 
include boxing (Rs 52.5 
lakh to Rs 63.5 lakh) 
and chess (Rs 9.45 lakh 
to Rs 38.58 lakh).

KuShaN SaRKaR
New Delhi, Feb 8 (PTI): From 
one exhibition match last year, 
the women’s participation in 
the IPL is set to become a three-
team affair spread over seven to 
10 days with the Committee of 
Administrators (CoA) mulling an 
expansion this year.

However, the full fledged wom-
en’s IPL is still a long shot as, ac-
cording to an official, the BCCI is 
finding it extremely difficult to get 
good investors/team bidders.

Last year, the BCCI organised 
one exhibition match with two 
teams -- IPL Trailblazers and IPL 
Supernovas led by Mithali Raj and 
Harmanpreet Kaur respectively.

This year, the parent body, 
currently run by the Supreme 
Court-appointed two-member 
CoA, wants to scale it up a bit in 
order to set the ball rolling for a 
women’s IPL in a few years’ time.

“Yes, the women’s T20 matches 
will be held this year also. It will 
be a week to 10 days affair during 
the men’s IPL. Once the BCCI gets 
clearance from the election com-
mission and Home Ministry on 
dates, the itinerary will be fixed,” a 
senior board functionary told PTI 
on conditions of anonymity.

However, the official said it 
would be difficult to have more 
than three teams considering the 
“quality” of India’s bench strength 
in women’s cricket.

“At the max, we can have three 
teams with Harmanpreet, Sm-

riti and may be Mithali (for this 
year) leading the sides. They play 
against each other once and the 
top two play a tournament decider. 
It could be a seven-day affair,” the 
official said.

“BCCI would decide the teams 
as there aren’t any proper bidders 
who are interested in buying wom-
en’s teams. Yes, we might rope in a 
few good sponsors,” he said.

“So at the moment, the BCCI 
will have to pay the players, in-
cluding the match fees of foreign 
players, along with a decent prize 
money,” he added. Even if it’s a 
three team affair with 14 players a 
side, the BCCI will need at least 30 
Indian women who could measure 
up for a top flight league cricket.

The problem that BCCI fac-
es, according to insiders, is 
that a sub-standard A team has 
failed to become a supply line 

for the main team.
“Kindly check when most of 

the senior team girls have made 
their debuts and how many new 
performers we have got save 
Jemimah Rodrigues. Recently 
an India A team lost by 300 plus 
runs against Australia which tells 
you the story about our second 
string,” the official said.

The other factor will be con-
vincing Star Sports to broadcast 
the event or atleast live stream it.

There is a school of thought 
that women’s matches should be 
held at second-tier centres to get 
good crowds but during the IPL, to 
have another set of crew managing 
a women’s event may turn out to 
be a massive logistical task.

So it will either be a 4 match 
before the men’s game or a 7 pm 
match a day before the men’s game 
at one of the IPL venues.

New Delhi, Feb 7 (PTI): 
The Indian football team 
Thursday slipped out 
of the top 100 in the 
latest FIFA rankings 
following their back 
to back group league 
defeats during the AFC 
Asian Cup in the UAE.

Skipper Sunil Chhet-
ri and Co. slumped six 
places to be ranked 
103 with 1219 points 
in the FIFA rankings re-
leased Thursday.

India also dropped 
out of the top 16 in the 
AFC rankings, plummet-
ing to 18th.

India had crashed out 
of the Asian Cup after los-
ing to UAE and Bahrain, 
despite thrashing Thai-
land 4-1 in their opening 
group to make a good 
start to their campaign.

Following India’s exit, 
Stephen Constantine 
stepped down from his 

role as India chief coach.
The country will now 

need to play friendlies 
in March against high-
er-ranked countries 
to improve its ranking 
ahead of the draw of the 
second round of 2022 
FIFA World Cup Qualifi-
ers, which is likely to be 
held in April.

India had regained 
its place in the top-100 
in March last year, after 
breaking the top 100 
bracket for the first time 
in 21 years in 2017.

India best ranking is 
the 94th place attained 
in February 1996.

Mumbai, Feb 8 (PTI): 
Veteran Indian cricketer 
Yuvraj Singh Friday said 
Mahendra Singh Dho-
ni’s presence is crucial 
to the country’s World 
Cup chances as he is a 
“guiding” force for cur-
rent captain Virat Kohli 
and “important” in deci-
sion-making.

Dhoni’s place in the 
side has been a subject 
of debate owing to his 
inconsistent form but 
many, including former 
captain Sunil Gavas-
kar, have said that his 
tremendous grasp of 
match situations makes 
him invaluable.

Yuvraj, the 2011 
World Cup’s player of the 
tournament, echoed the 
sentiment when asked 
about the Dhoni factor 
here at an interaction.

“I think Mahi (Dhoni) 
has a great cricket brain. 
And as a wicket-keeper, 
you are in the best posi-
tion to monitor the game 
and he has done that fan-
tastically over the years. 
He has been a great 
captain. (He is) with the 
young players and guid-
ing Virat (Kohli) all the 
time,” Yuvraj said.

“So, I feel his presence 
is very important in deci-
sion-making. He had a 
fantastic tournament in 
Australia and it is good 
to see him hit the ball 
how he used to do, and 
I wish him all the best,” 
added the batsman, who 
had hit six sixes in an 
over during the World 
T20 in 2007.

But Yuvraj steered 
clear of queries on which 
batting position Dhoni 
should come in.

“That you have to ask 
Dhoni, which number he 
has to bat,” he said.

Yuvraj will be com-
peting for Mumbai Indi-
ans in the IPL and said 
he will look to ease the 
pressure on skipper Ro-
hit Sharma.

“I think, if I can con-
tribute in the middle-or-

der, it will just take some 
weight off him (Rohit) 
and he can just go and 
play his natural game, 
while opening. (We will) 
see how the combina-
tions (go),” Yuvraj told 
reporters here.

The 37-year-old 
left-hander found a buy-
er quite late at the IPL 
players’ auction held in 
Jaipur last December for 
his base price of Rs one 
crore after going unsold 
initially.

“I’m very fired up 
boss, I have been train-
ing in the nets everyday,” 
said Yuvraj.

He also lauded fel-
low Punjab player Shub-
man Gill, who recently 
made his India One Day 
debut in New Zealand, 
saying his progress over 
the last one year has 
been amazing.

“I was excited to see 
him (Shubman) play 
for India. It is amazing, 
how he has improved 
so much. He came back 
from the (India) A tour, 
scored lot of runs in do-
mestic cricket, straight-
away got an opportuni-
ty,” said Yuvraj.

Yuvraj also was 
pleased with rise of 
teams like Vidarbha, Gu-
jarat and Saurashtra in 
the domestic circuit.

“Very impressed with 
Vidarbha, they have got 
some great players. They 
have got an outstanding 
coach -- Chandrakant 
Pandit -- who’s definite-
ly got the best out of the 
team. “Also impressed 
with how domestic crick-
et is improving, the other 
teams are improving...
Saurashtra are playing 
well, Gujarat has also 
been playing very well, 
so it is good to see that 
in domestic cricket,” he 
signed off.

Vidarbha Thursday 
lifted their second suc-
cessive Ranji Trophy title 
with a comfortable 78-
run win over Saurashtra 
in the final.

Srinagar, Feb 8 (PTI): The thick snow cover 
at the TRC Ground in Srinagar on Friday forced 
the postponement of Sunday’s crucial I-League 
match between title contenders Real Kashmir 
FC and East Bengal.

Real Kashmir and East Bengal were to clash 
in the match, where a lot is at stake for both the 
sides to remain in contention for the I-League 
title. However the ground condition has led to 
the postponement of the match.

“Due to bad weather and pitch condition in 
Srinagar, our next match vs Kashmir FC on Feb-
ruary 10 has been called off. New date of the 
match will be announced later,” the East Bengal 
club said on its official Twitter handle.

Real Kashmir co-owner Sandeep Chattoo 
uploaded a picture of the snow covered ground 
on his Facebook page.

Real Kashmir are on 32 points from 16 
matches while East Bengal have collected 28 
from 14 matches.

An AIFF team visited the ground in the 
morning and found that the match could not be 
held at the venue.

The stands were covered with a thick 
layer of snow and it would take time for the 
Jammu and Kashmir administration to clear 
it, said an official.

The match between RKFC and Gokulam FC 
was also held here on February 6 amid snow 
and rain. The players had a really difficult time 
to play under the heavy ground conditions, be-
sides coping near freezing temperature.

The next fixture of the ‘Snow Leopards’ is a 
home game against Minerva Punjab February 17.
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Thai princess makes unprecedented 
move into politics with run for pm

Bangkok, Feb 8 (AFP): A 
Thai princess will run for 
prime minister in March 
elections in an unprece-
dented entry by a royal 
into frontline politics, 
pitting her against the 
chief of the ruling junta 
and redrawing the na-
tion’s political landscape.

Princess Ubolrata-
na, 67, the older sister 
of Thai King Maha Va-
jiralongkorn, was an-
nounced as a candi-
date for the Thai Raksa 
Chart party steered by 
the divisive Shinawatra 
political clan.

The Thai monarchy, 
a revered institution 
shielded from criticism 
by a tough defamation 
law, has traditionally 
been seen as above the 
political fray, although 
royals have intervened 
in moments of political 
crisis.

Ubolratana’s nom-
ination has electrified 
the buildup to a March 
24 election which had 
seemed poised to return 
the junta and its proxies 
to power in some form.

Her involvement 
gives a royal sheen to 
Thaksin Shinawatra’s po-
litical machine, which has 
won every election since 
2001. And it also poten-
tially builds a bridge be-
tween Thaksin’s “Red” 
shirted supporters and 
the “Yellow” shirts who 
are arch royalists. Deadly 
violence and disruption 
linked to the two groups 
has defined Thailand’s 
turbulent last decade.

“The board agrees 

that the name of Princess 
Ubolratana, an educat-
ed and skilled person, is 
the most suitable choice,” 
Thai Raksa Chart party 
leader Preechapol Pong-
panich told reporters.

The party falls under 
the tutelage of Thaksin, a 
billionaire self-exiled for-
mer premier, who stands 
at the heart of Thailand’s 
bitter political schism -- 
loathed by the army and 
Bangkok elite, yet adored 
by the rural poor.

The announcement 
thrusts him back to the 
centre stage of Thai-
land’s political drama 
just as it appeared the 
military were set to suc-
ceed in sidelining him.

He was toppled in a 
2006 coup, while his sis-
ter Yingluck was booted 
from power in a 2014 
military takeover and 
forced into exile to avoid 
a jail term.

The princess’s move 
deals a heavy blow to 

the aspirations of Prayut 
Chan-O-Cha, the jun-
ta head, who has spent 
nearly five years trying 
to recast the political sys-
tem to limit the power of 
elected governments and 
prepare his own return 
as a civilian leader.

In a day of high dra-
ma, Prayut declared his 
candidacy for premier, 
running for the Phalang 
Pracharat army party, 
moments after the prin-
cess’s announcement.

“I want to reassure 
that I do not intend to 
hang on to power. It is 
not easy for me to make 
my decision... it is a 
crucial moment for the 
country,” he said.

The military under 
Prayut has cast itself 
as the protector of the 
monarchy. But Ubolrata-
na’s shock entrance into 
politics, aligned with the 
junta’s nemesis -- the 
Shinawatra family -- un-
dercuts those claims.

Ubolratana, a colour-
ful, public-facing royal 
in contrast to her more 
restrained brother King 
Maha Vajiralongkorn, 
relinquished her royal 
titles after marrying 
the American Peter 
Jensen in 1972.

But the couple di-
vorced and she moved 
back to Thailand where 
she is still considered 
part of the royal family.

In Thailand she expe-
rienced tragedy, losing 
her autistic son Poom to 
the 2004 Asian tsunami. 
Thailand has not had a 
royal as premier since 
becoming a constitution-
al monarchy in 1932.

Known to the pub-
lic for lead roles in Thai 
films, onstage singing 
performances, a vibrant 
fashion sense and a size-
able Instagram following, 
Ubolratana is the first-
born child of the late King 
Bhumibol Adulyadej.

Analysts said she is 

not technically covered 
by the kingdom’s royal 
defamation law -- which 
carries heavy jail sen-
tences -- but that given 
the wide interpretation 
of the rules, she is un-
likely to face the scrutiny 
given to most politicians.

“Who would dare crit-
icise a royal prime min-
ister?” said Puangthong 
Pawakapan, professor 
of political science at 
Chulalongkorn Univer-
sity. The stride into 
politics by a royal has 
left Thais scrambling to 
work out what it may 
mean for the nation’s 
tattered democracy.

“This is quite unprec-
edented and nobody is 
prepared for this,” Pro-
fessor Anusorn Unno, of 
Thammasat University, 
told AFP.

“I don’t think it’s the 
victory for the people; I 
think this is part of the 
adaptation of the ruling 
elite in terms of chang-
ing the landscape of 
politics.” Since ascend-
ing the throne in 2016, 
King Maha Vajiralong-
korn has reorganised 
palace affairs.

The vastly wealthy 
Crown Property Bureau 
is now under his person-
al stewardship, he has 
appointed several new 
privy counsellors and es-
tablished a highly trained 
personal guard.

Crucially he has ap-
pointed a new army chief 
from a different faction of 
the military to the ruling 
junta. His coronation will 
be held in May.

Fire kills 10 in Flamengo youth football facility
Rio De Janeiro, Feb 8 (AFP): Fire 
swept through a training facility 
for Brazil’s most popular football 
club Flamengo Friday, killing at 
least 10 people, news outlets said.

The pre-dawn blaze in Rio de 
Janeiro hit a building that housed 

youth-category players aged 14 to 
17, TV Globo said. It broadcast ae-
rial footage of the fire, which it said 
had been brought under control.

The fire broke out at 5 am in 
the Vargem Grande district of Rio 
in a modern facility where the 

top-flight professional Flamengo 
squad also trains, the news web-
site G1 said. That main team had 
been due to practice at the facility 
later in the morning.

Flamengo is Brazil’s most popular 
club in the football-crazed nation.

Rajapaksa 
set to visit 
India
Colombo, Feb 8 (PTI): 
Sri Lanka’s Opposition 
leader Mahinda Rajapak-
sa is set to visit India, his 
office has said.

This will be Rajapak-
sa’s first overseas tour 
since being appointed as 
the Leader of the Opposi-
tion last month.

He will leave Friday 
on an official tour to In-
dia, his office said.

Rajapaksa is to deliv-
er a lecture on Sri Lan-
ka-India relations in Ban-
galore, it said.

His will be his sec-
ond visit to India within 
6 months. In September, 
he visited New Delhi and 
met with Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi.

Rajapaksa was con-
troversially appointed 
the prime minister by 
President Maithripala 
Sirisena late October, 
triggering an unprece-
dented constitutional cri-
sis which lasted for over 
50 days. The Supreme 
Court later restored of 
Ranil Wickremesinghe as 
prime minister.

Russian official: Another nuclear 
pact with US in trouble

Moscow, Feb 7 (AP): An-
other U.S.-Russian nu-
clear pact is in danger 
following the U.S. move 
to withdraw from a Cold 
War-era arms control 
treaty, a senior Russian 
diplomat said Thursday.

Deputy Foreign Min-
ister Sergei Ryabkov 
charged that the U.S. re-
fusal to negotiate an ex-
tension to the New Start 
treaty signals Washing-
ton’s intention to let it 
expire in 2021.

He warned that time 
is running out to save the 
pact, which was signed 
in 2010 by U.S. President 
Barack Obama and Rus-
sian President Dmitry 
Medvedev.

Ryabkov said that the 
U.S. has shown “no read-
iness or desire” to en-
gage in substantive talks 
on extending the pact, 
which limits each coun-
try to no more than 1,550 
deployed nuclear war-
heads and 700 deployed 
missiles and bombers.

U.S. Undersecretary 
of State Andrea Thomp-
son argued in Wednes-
day’s phone call with 
reporters that there is 
enough time to discuss 
the treaty’s extension.

“We have until 2021,” 
Thompson said. “It is a 
relatively simple trea-
ty to extend, so we have 
time with that.”

But Ryabkov warned 
that the procedure isn’t 
going to be simple. He 
noted that the U.S. said it 
has converted 56 Trident 
submarine-launched in-
tercontinental ballistic 
missiles and 41 B-52H 
strategic bombers that 

carried nuclear weapons 
for use with convention-
al weapons, but stone-
walled Russia’s repeated 
requests for a verifiable 
way to exclude their con-
version back to nuclear 
status. “In the worst-case 
scenario, they may carry 
1,286 nuclear warheads,” 
he said, meaning that the 
U.S. could nearly double 
the number of deployed 
warheads allowed by the 
New Start treaty.

He said “that there is 
almost no time left” to 
discuss that and other 
issues for the treaty to 
be extended by another 
five years as envisaged 
during the signing.

“It gives reason to 
suspect our American 
counterparts of setting 
ground to avoid those 
discussions ... and just let 
the treaty quietly expire,” 
Ryabkov said.

Ryabkov also said 
Russia stands ready for 
talks on a possible suc-
cessor to the 1987 Inter-
mediate-Range Nuclear 
Forces treaty.

“We are ready for di-
alogue,” Ryabkov said. “If 
the U.S. is interested, it 
should spell out its pro-
posal.” Citing Russian vio-
lations, the U.S. on Satur-
day formally suspended 
its obligations under the 
INF that bans all land-
based cruise and ballistic 
missiles with a range of 
500 to 5,500 kilometres, 
setting the stage for the 
treaty to terminate in six 
months. Russia, which 
has denied any breaches, 
has followed suit.

Russian President 
Vladimir Putin instruct-

ed the military over the 
weekend to work on de-
veloping new land-based 
weapons that were pre-
viously forbidden by 
the INF treaty, but em-
phasized that such new 
weapons won’t be de-
ployed to the European 
part of Russia or any oth-
er region unless the U.S. 
does so in those areas.

Later on Thursday, 
though, Russia’s Defense 
Ministry called on the 
U.S. to stick to the INF 
treaty and destroy the 
types of weapons that 
Russia thinks violates it.

The Defense Ministry 
said that it had seen the 
official notification from 
the State Department on 
the withdrawal from the 
treaty and has invited the 
U.S. military attache to 
officially present it.

Ryabkov on Thursday 
expressed particular worry 
about U.S. plans to produce 
new, low-yield nuclear 
weapons, warning that it 
could dramatically lower 
the threshold for their use.

“It’s very alarming,” 
he said, adding that the 
plans could revive old 
Cold War era concepts.

“It throws us many 
decades back to the ide-
ology of nuclear battle-
field weapons,” he said. 
“There are just a couple 
of steps left ... before the 
revival of nuclear artil-
lery, nuclear mortars, nu-
clear mines, nuclear gre-
nades and other things 
like that. It appears to 
reflect the eagerness of 
those who have grown 
up in the age of comput-
er games to easily push 
the button.

Indian gets 10 months jail, caning for 
attacking cook over payment of food

guRDip SiNgh
Singapore, Feb 8 (PTI): 
An Indian-origin man in 
Singapore was on Friday 
sentenced to 10 months 
of jail, along with six 
strokes of the cane and a 
fine of 3,000 dollars for 
attacking a cook at a stall 
here last year after being 
asked to pay for the food 
he ordered, according to 
a media report.

At the court, Murugan 
Joseph, 45, pleaded guilty 
to five charges, including 
voluntarily causing hurt 
with a weapon, possess-
ing a weapon, using in-
sulting words, mischief 
and theft.

The incident hap-
pened last year when 
jobless Murugan and 

two of his Indian friends 
went to a food stall and 
ordered rotis (chapatis), 
Channel News Asia re-
ported.

Murugan has also 
been fined of 3,000 Sin-
gapore dollars.

Once the food was 
ready the three were 
asked to pay by the stall 
assistant, but he was in-

formed that they did not 
have any money to pay 
for the order they placed.

Infuriated that the 
assistant did not give 
them any food, Murugan 
and his friends confront-
ed him for more than 
10 minutes, the report 
quoted the Deputy Public 
Prosecutor Shenna Tjoa 
as saying in the court.

Following the alter-
cation, Murugan and his 
friend left the stall but 
returned again to ask for 
the food.

But they were re-
fused.

Hearing the loud ar-
gument, the cook, Revi 
Jose Vibin, stepped in.

As the altercation 
grew, Murugan took a 
knife and slashed the 
cook on the left side 
of his head, leaving a 
deep cut.

Following the inci-
dent, the three men were 
arrested and booked for 
the crime.

A blood sample taken 
from Murugan showed 
that was intoxicated at 
the time of the attack.
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