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Recoveries continue to outnumber 
new covid cases in Sikkim

Sagar Chhetri
Gangtok, 19 Jun: 

Even as one more life 
was lost to Covid-19  

in Sikkim, the State con-
tinued to record more re-
coveries than new cases 
and has seen its number 
of active cases fall as 
more and more people 
beat the virus and fewer 
and fewer are getting in-
fected on a daily basis.

As per the Daily Re-
port of Covid-19 released 
by the Integrated Disease 
Surveillance Programme 
of the Health Depart-
ment at 8AM this morn-
ing, against the 299 re-
coveries reported in the 
past 24 hours, Sikkim 
saw only 151 new cases. 
What is more, only seven 
Covid-positive people 
developed symptoms se-
vere enough to require 
hospitalisation over the 
same period.

The number of Ac-
tive cases in Sikkim now 
stands at 2,751, only 134 

of whom require to be 
hospitalised, while 2,617 
are either asymptomatic 
or have symptoms mild 
enough to be safely man-
age at home. There are 
also 18 patients display-
ing severe symptoms and 
are being attended to in 
Covid ICUs.

Sikkim’s figure of re-

covered cases has now 
further improved to 
15,917 against the 19,209 
confirmed cases reported 
in the State thus far.

The 151 new cases 
were picked up from the 
testing of 1,461 samples 
on Friday, giving Sikkim 
a  daily positivity rate of 
10.3%. While 117 cases 

were reported in RT-PCR 
testing of 772 samples, 34 
more were found positive 
for COVID-19 in rapid anti-
gen testing of 679 samples. 

Over the last 24 hours, 
West and South districts 
returned more positive 
cases than the more pop-
ulous East district. Out 
of the 151 new cases, 41 

were registered in East 
District, 54 in West Dis-
trict, 51 in South District 
and 05 in North District. 

In the meantime, Sik-
kim’s COVID death toll 
reached 291 as one more 
person succumbed to 
novel coronavirus in the 
last 24 hours at STNM 
Hospital. 

Slide poses risk to three 
buildings in Arithang

milkha Singh: an unmatchable romance with a near miss

Labour Bill will deliver 
complete database of 
work force: Minister

Gangtok, 19 Jun (IPR): 
Minister of Labour De-
partment, M.N. Sherpa, 
said that the passing of 
the Sikkim Labour (Reg-
ulation of Employment 
and Conditions of Ser-
vice) Bill, 2021 (Bill No. 
11 of 2021) by the Sik-
kim Legislative Assembly 
during the Budget Ses-
sion on 15th June, 2021 
has been a significant 
achievement of the State 
government in ensur-
ing a complete database 
of the labour force, and 
their overall welfare. 

Addressing a press 
conference held at Shram 
Bhawan in Sokaythang 
today, the Minister reit-
erated the State Govern-
ment's commitment to-
wards protecting labour-
ers from exploitation and 
added that the new Bill 
passed by the Assembly 
will further capacitate 
the State government 
to formulate and imple-
ment informed policies 
and programmes with 
mandatory provisions 
for improving the work-
ing and living conditions 
of labourers.

He informed that 

one of the binding pro-
visions laid by the Bill is 
the mandatory registra-
tion and annual licens-
ing of service providers 
or employers and es-
tablishments along with 
the labourers in order to 
achieve a comprehensive 
database of workforce in 
the State. It will also aid 
in redetermining the em-
ployers' primary duties 
and responsibilities to 
protect health, security 
and welfare of their em-
ployees, he added.

Stressing on the in-
formation gap on exist-
ing welfare schemes, 
the  Minister said that 
the Labour Department 
has been consistently 
encouraging effective ex-
ecution and sensitisation 
of various schemes de-
signed for the benefit of 
labourers. He added that 
once the Bill gets assent 
of the Governor and noti-
fied by the Government, 
the Department will for-
mulate and implement 
various advisories for the 
well-being and security 
of labourers in the State.

The Minister ex-
pressed gratitude to the 

State government for 
extending constant sup-
port and guidance for the 
progress and welfare of 
labourers in the State.

Secretary, Labour 
Department, Namrata 
Thapa, briefed the press 
gathering on the vari-
ous issues with regard to 
monitoring and coordi-
nation of labourers in the 
State which will be ad-
dressed by the recently 
passed Bill. She informed 
that a Task Force has 
been constituted in each 
Municipality Ward and 
each Panchayat Ward 
under the Sikkim Labour 
Protection Act, 2005 for 
the purpose of detailed 
data collection of unorgan-
ised/individual workers 
and their registration. She 
also urged for maximum 
awareness on various la-
bour welfare schemes at 
grassroot level. 

The press conference 
was also attended by Ad-
ditional Labour Commis-
sioner, D.S. Kunwar, Joint 
Labour Commissioner 
I, K.R. Limboo, and Joint 
Labour Commissioner 
II, Smt. Tashi Wangmu 
Sherpa.

aaron rai
Gangtok, 19 Jun:
Three buildings and more than 50 
families are in danger at Lower 
Arithang due to a landslide that had 
been triggered by rainfall last year. 
According to locals, the area below 
their buildings had started sinking 
last monsoon and this year the situa-

tion has become worse. 
Several officials have visited the site 

including SDM, Robin Sewa and assured 
help but the house owner and renters 
have demanded immediate construc-
tion of protection wall and also said 
that there should be proper drainage 
system. Currently the area is covered 
with tarpaulin.

PhIlem DIPak SInGh
new Delhi, Jun 19 (PTI) The track, 
to him, was like an open book in which 
Milkha Singh found the "meaning and 
purpose of life". And what a life he 
made for himself.

Before his 91-year-old body lost to 
COVID-19 on Friday after fighting it for 
a month, Milkha won the kind of battles 
that not many would have survived, for-
get about living long enough to tell the 
world about them.

"Don't worry, I am in good spirits...I 
am surprised, How could I get this 
infection?...I hope to get over it soon," 
Milkha had said in his last interaction 
with PTI before being hospitalised, 
sounding his usual jovial self, supreme-
ly confident of his legendary fitness.

One of independent India's biggest 
sporting icons was a tormented man 
but refused to let that come in the way 
of accomplishments which were un-
heard of in his era.

He saw his parents being butch-
ered during partition, indulged in petty 
crimes to survive in refugee camps of 
Delhi, went to jail for those and failed 
three attempts at joining the Army.

Who could have thought a man like 
that would get the sobriquet of 'The 

Flying Sikh'? But Milkha earned it and 
earned it with a master-class on how to 
be bigger and better than one's circum-
stances.

He "revered" the track like "the 
sanctum sanctorum in a temple where 
the deity resided."

To him running was both his God 
and beloved as he created his own little 
fairytale out of what what could have 
easily been a tale of horrors.

To talk of medals, the legendary 
athlete was a four-time Asian Games 
gold-medallist and the 1958 Common-
wealth Games champion but his great-
est performance was a near miss, the 
fourth place finish in the 400m final of 
the 1960 Rome Olympics.

His timing at the Italian capital re-
mained the national record for 38 years 
and he was bestowed the Padma Shri in 
1959.

But more than anything else, Milkha 
was the one who put Indian athletics 
on the world map by winning the gold 
in the then 440 yards race of the 1958 
British and Commonwealth Games.

He became the first Indian athlete 
to win an individual gold in a Common-
wealth Games, which led to then Prime 
Minister Jawaharlal Nehru declaring a 

national holiday on his request. Milkha 
put his career record at 77 wins out of 
80 races. He also claimed to have bet-
tered the 'Olympics record' of that time 
in a race in France, but with sketchy re-
cords available, it is difficult to confirm 
just like his actual date of birth which is 
officially November 20, 1929.

He lost the race of his life in the 
Rome Olympics, finishing the 400m fi-
nal in 45.6 seconds, 0.1 second short of 
the bronze medal mark.

Hard to believe but he had slowed 
down in a colossal error of judgement 
as he wanted to preserve himself for 
the final 150m.

He remained tormented by that 
miss, one of the only two incidents in 
his life, which he described as unforget-
table -- the other being the killing of his 
parents in Pakistan.

"The one medal I had yearned for 
throughout my career had just slipped 
through my fingers because of one small 
error of judgement," Milkha wrote in 
his 160-page autobiography that coin-
cided with the release of a blockbuster 
biopic on his life 'Bhaag Milkha Bhaag'.

However, his timing at the Italian 
capital remained a national record for 
38 years till Paramjeet Singh broke it in 

1998 at a national meet in Kolkata.
Milkha had promised to give a cash 

prize of Rs 2 lakh to the one who breaks 
his record, he eventually did not be-
cause the flamboyant star believed that 
Paramjeet's feat would have counted 
for something only if he had achieved it 
in a foreign competition.

"Mera record todne wala India mein 
paida nahi hua (the one who can break 
my record is not born yet in India)," he 
had famously said in 1991 and he hung 
on to that belief even when that record 
was shattered.

Another one of his unfulfilled dream 
was to see another Indian do what he 
couldn't, bring home a track-and-field 
Olympics medal.

A self-proclaimed village 'bumpkin' 
from the undivided Punjab's Govindpu-
ra, Milkha's run for a better life started 
as a 15-year-old when he escaped from 
Pakistan to Delhi after witnessing a 
bloodbath that claimed his parents 
during the partition. His approach to 
life in the refugee camp was irreverent. 
He worked as a boot polish boy, a shop 
cleaner near the old Delhi Railway Sta-
tion and in between stole goods from 
trains to make ends meet.

turn to pg02

will gradually implement 
2-child norm for 
benefits under some 
schemes: assam cm
Guwahati, 19 Jun [PTI]: Chief Minister Hi-
manta Biswa Sarma on Saturday said the Assam 
government will gradually implement a two-
child policy for availing benefits under specific 
schemes funded by the state. The proposed pop-
ulation control policy will, however, not be ap-
plicable in all the schemes in Assam immediately 
as many of the benefits are offered by the central 
government, Mr Sarma said at a press confer-
ence. "There are some schemes for which we 
cannot impose the two-child policy, like availing 
free admission in schools and colleges, or houses 
under the Pradhan Mantri Awaas Yojana.

"But, in case of some schemes, say if a hous-
ing scheme is launched by the state government, 
the two-child norm can be introduced. Slowly in 
later stages, the population norm will come in 
every state government scheme," he added.

The Chief Minister also criticised the opposi-
tion for targeting the size of his parents' family.

Mr Sarma belongs to a family of five brothers.
"There is no point in talking about what our 

parents did or other people did in the 1970s. The 
opposition is saying these strange things and 
pushing us back to 70s," he added.

The Chief Minister, who assumed office last 
month, has been advocating a two-child norm for 
using benefits under the government schemes.

On June 10, Mr Sarma had spoken about re-
cent evictions in three districts and urged the 
minority community to adopt "decent family 
planning policy" for population control to re-
duce poverty, which leads to shrinking of living 
space and consequent land encroachment. He 
had also blamed the immigrant Muslim com-
munity for having large families, drawing sharp 
reactions from various quarters, including the 
AIUDF having a strong base in the community.

Assam currently has a two-child norm along 
with requirements of minimum educational 
qualifications and functional sanitary toilets for 
contesting in panchayat polls as per an amend-
ment in 2018 to the Assam Panchayat Act,1994.

Mr Sarma also said that the All India United 
Democratic Front (AIUDF) chief and MP Badrud-
din Ajmal has been appreciative of the government's 
thrust on women education, which has a correlation 
with population control. "Badruddin Ajmal met me 
yesterday. He appreciated the importance we are giv-
ing on women education," he added.
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The petty crimes landed Milkha in 
jail and he was bailed out by sister Ish-
var, who sold her jewellery to get him 
released.

Milkha tried to step up in life by 
making repeated attempts at joining 
the army. He got through on his fourth 
attempt in 1952 and that proved to be 
the turning point which he so desper-
ately wanted and needed.

He was posted in Secunderabad 
and ran his first race -- a cross country 
of five miles -- there when army coach 
Gurdev Singh promised an extra glass 
of milk to those who finished inside 
top-10.

He finished sixth and later got se-
lected for special training in 400m. The 
rest, as they say, is well-documented 
history.

He won the selection trial the 1956 
Olympics despite that he had been bru-
tally assaulted by his rivals a day before 
that race.

Milkha disappointed at the Games 
as he failed to get past the preliminary 
heats but benefited from the experi-
ence and was able to persuade 400m 
gold winner Charles Jenkins to share 
his training methods.

In his autobiography, he had 
claimed that he trained so intensely af-
ter that disappointment that he would 
vomit blood and would fall unconscious 
on many occasions.

His life and career story is incom-
plete without the 1960 Indo-Pak sports 
meet where he outran Pakistani Abdul 
Khaliq before the Rome Olympics.

Khaliq was considered the fastest 
man in Asia at that time, having won the 
100m gold in 1958 Asian Games.

After winning 400m gold in the 
same Games, Milkha had also beaten 
Khaliq in the 200m final.

At first, Milkha refused to go to Paki-
stan as he did not want to return to a 
country where his parents were butch-

ered but was persuaded by Prime Min-
ister Nehru to face his demons.

He beat Khaliq in the 200m race in 
Lahore and was christened 'The Flying 
Sikh' by then Pakistan President Gen-
eral Ayub Khan who congratulated him 
during the awards ceremony.

Milkha retired from athletics af-
ter the 1964 Olympics, two years after 
winning the gold in 400m and 4x400m 
relay events at the Asian Games held at 
Jakarta.

Before that he had already taken up 
the job of deputy director of sports in 
the Punjab government in 1961 on the 
insistence of then chief minister Pratap 
Singh Kairon. He quit Indian Army and 
also shifted his residence to Chandigarh 
from Delhi.

In 1991, he introduced a compulso-
ry games period in schools and also set 
up sports wings in schools in the dis-
tricts to tap talent at the grassroot level.

He got married to Nirmal Kaur, 
captain of the Indian volleyball team, 
in 1963. They met for the first time in 
1956 in Sri Lanka when they were there 
for their respective national duties.

The couple was blessed with three 
daughters and a son, golfer Jeev Milkha 
Singh and what a fine successor to his 
legacy he turned out to be, becoming 
India's highest ranked golfer at the 
peak of his prowess.

It was quite stunning that an athlete 
of Milkha's stature was offered the Ar-
juna award, instituted in 1961, only in 
2001.

He famously turned it down, saying 
the honour was not of the "stature of 
the services he rendered to the nation".

In fact, Milkha was a sum total of 
way more than his several races and 
medals. He was also much more than 
that near miss in Rome.

He was independent India's first 
love affair with the track, the one that 
this country can never get over.

milkha Singh: an...

Revamping Rural Economy by Boosting Agricultural and Allied 
Sectors Under the Dynamic Leadership Chief Minister PS Tamang

BASANT SHARMA

On careful reviewing the achievement  and 
failure of traditional farming in Sikkim,  was 
attributed to the lack of  vision of policy 
makers in the past.

Prior to annexation  of Sikkim to the In-
dian Union, agriculture was the only  source 
of live hood in Sikkim. After the merger of 
Sikkim to the mainstream in 1975, people 
of sikkim became more and more domi-
nant over their surroundings. In spite of 
rapidly increasing population, people be-
came dependent on govt. services, con-
tractual works, and small business thereby 
slowly abandoned the practice of traditional 
agriculture.

Now Covid-19 has taught us a great les-
son i. e we should not forget our roots, and 
it is obvious that our roots are deep into the 
villages. Sikkim has tried its level best to go 
for Organic farming in the past but due to  
lack of proper policy and incentives to the 
farmers  it failed miserably. Organic prod-
ucts became very costly  and the price went 
up to 100%  more and became beyond the 
reach of common people. Moreover farmers 
needed more workers. Marketing and distri-
bution to the out of state were not efficient  
because organic food  production were  in 
small quantities.

Having been fully understood  the role 
of the State govt. in accelerating the rural 
economy through agriculture and its allied 
fields, the SKM govt. has planned meticu-
lously to rejonuvate these sectors by giving  
various types of incentives. There were an 
urgent need to save our farmers from the 
hands of unscrupulous explotative traders 
and middlemen.

It is obvious that agriculture play a vital 
role in state economy, as it still contribute 
a substantial %  to the state GDP,  and pro-
viding employement to the rural educated 
youths to some extents.

Of late Sikkim has reached a stage of devel-

opement where we need  EVERGREEN REVOLU-
TION  and WHITE REVOLUTION  i. e producing 
more in less land with less water.

Keeping in view of the  declining fertility  
of land and  thereby declining profitibility 
of agricultural products ,  the State govt. has 
been planning for restructuring and resech-
duling agricultural and allied products  by 
providing various types of  incentives. The  
state govt.  has initiated the following com-
mitments  from the govt. side for the 
removal of  low productivity of Sik-
kim's agriculture and allied sectors..

- better irrigation facilities as far 
as possible.

- supply of quality seeds.
- provision of green manure.
- credit facilities
- agricultural and allied marketing 

points.
- capacity building of farmers.

In addition to this milk being  a nutri-
tious food and also can be converted into  
several dairy products, the SKM govt. has 
implemented a scheme where an incentives  
are given at the rate of Rs. 8 per litre of milk  
based on milk produced by the farmers so as 
to popularise the dairy farming in the state.

The scheme is prepared with some  ob-
jectives.

- to encourage farmers to go in  dairy 
farmimg.

- to make the state self sufficient.
- to make it more lucratives, which will 

help the farmers to increase local  milk pro-
duction

- to engage the youths in dairy business
So in the line of ATMANIRVAR BHARAT 

as conceived by  the PM Narendra Modi, 
state govt has launched HAMRO KRANTI, 
DUDH KRANTI abhiyan in the state.

Similarly in the past piggery farming was 
highly unorganised one. In order to  moti-
vate the farmers, some financial assistance 
has been proposed to the piggery develope-
ment with an overall objectives of --

- to undertake piggery production in a 
large scale.

- to upgrade local stock making it more 
profitable.

- to make the state  self sufficient in pork 
production.

The beneficiaries can set up  the pig-
gery unit with his own finance or by taking  
loans from approved financial institutions. 
The beneficiary can also insure pigs as per 

norms prescribed by the govt .
If the beneficiaries are able to raise a pig 

upto 50  kg. they are entitled to  get an incen-
tives  at the rate of Rs. 5000 per pig.

Cash incentives for 5 focus crops  
launched a cash incentives scheme for the 
farmers cultivating  cardamom, turmeric, 
ginger, buck wheat and oranges. as follows....

- cardmom Rs. 20 per kg.
- ginger Rs. 10 per kg.
- buck wheat  Rs. 5 per kg.
WHAT SHOULD BE THE FURTHER 

STRATEGIES  OF THE STATE GOVT.
Integrated farming is the only solution   in a 

state like Sikkim where the arbable land is lim-
ited and there is a great scarcity of water. It com-
bines  the best  modern tools and  technology  
with traditional practices  according to the given 
site  and situations. It mean using many ways of 
cultivation in a small space of land.

For example an integrated farming could 
be fish  and livestocks cultivation along with 
general farming  practices which support 
each others. Near the fish pond silkworm  
farm can be  raised. The silkworm puppe 
and other waste  can be used to feed the fish.

It has found that using integrated techniques 
such as crop rotation, organic fertilizers and a 
very little pesticides  application would  permit 
less green house gas emission per unit produc-
tion  than either organic or conventional farms. 
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India abstains on UN General 
Assembly resolution on Myanmar

United nations, 19 Jun [PTI]: 
India has abstained on a UN Gener-
al Assembly resolution on Myan-
mar, saying its views have not 
been reflected in the draft and 
New Delhi does not believe the 
resolution, tabled hastily, is con-
ducive to "aiding our joint efforts 
towards strengthening demo-
cratic process" in the country.

The UN General Assembly ad-
opted the draft resolution 'The 
situation in Myanmar'' on Friday 
with 119 Member States voting in 
favour, including Myanmar while 
36 nations abstained, including 
Myanmar's neighbours - India, 
Bangladesh, Bhutan, China, Laos, 
Nepal and Thailand. Russia also 
abstained.

Belarus was the sole country 
voting against it.

"This resolution was tabled 
in the UN General Assembly in a 
hasty manner without adequate 
consultations with neighbours 
and regional countries. This is not 
only unhelpful but may also prove 
counter-productive to the efforts 
of the ASEAN to find a solution to 
the current situation in Myanmar," 
India's Permanent Representative 
to the UN Ambassador TS Tiru-
murti told PTI.

In the explanation of the vote 
in the General Assembly hall, Tiru-
murti said as Myanmar''s immedi-
ate neighbour and close friend of 
its people, India is cognizant of the 
"serious impact of political insta-
bility" and the potential of its spill-
over beyond Myanmar''s borders.

India has been calling for great-
er engagement with the objective 
of peacefully resolving all issues.

"We already have such an on-
going initiative under the aegis of 
ASEAN (Association of Southeast 
Asian Nations). It is important that 
we extend support to the ASEAN 
efforts," Mr Tirumurti said.

"During the discussions on 
this resolution, we had engaged 
in a spirit of finding a constructive 
and pragmatic way forward and 
had accordingly shared our sug-
gestions to those who piloted this 
resolution," he said.

"However, we find that our 
views have not been reflected in 
the draft being considered for 
adoption today. We would like to 
reiterate that a consultative and 

constructive approach involving 
the neighbouring countries and 
the region, remains important 
as the international community 
strives for the peaceful resolution 
of the issue," Mr Tirumurti said.

He emphasised that the fact 
that there is a lack of support from 
all neighbouring countries as well 
as several countries in the region 
itself "should, hopefully, serve as 
an eye-opener to those who chose 
to pursue a hasty course of action.

"We, therefore, do not believe 
that the tabling of this resolution 
for adoption at this juncture, is 
conducive to aiding our joint ef-
forts towards strengthening the 
democratic process in Myanmar. 
We are therefore constrained to 
abstain," Mr Tirumurti said.

The resolution expressed 
"grave concern" at the February 1 
coup and called upon Myanmar''s 
military junta to immediately and 
unconditionally release President 
Win Myint, State Counsellor Aung 
San Suu Kyi and other government 
officials, politicians and those arbi-
trarily detained or arrested.

It also called "upon all Member 
States to prevent the flow of arms 
into Myanmar".

The resolution called on the 
Myanmar armed forces to end the 
state of emergency and respect all 
human rights of all the people of 
the country.

It also called on Myanmar to 
allow the sustained democratic 
transition, "including the opening 
of the democratically elected par-
liament and by working towards 
bringing all national institutions, 
including the armed forces, under 
a fully inclusive civilian govern-
ment that is representative of the 
will of the people."

It voiced concern at the human 
rights situation of persons belong-
ing to ethnic, religious and other 
minorities in Myanmar, "including 
the Rohingya Muslim minority, in 
particular with respect to the vio-
lations committed against them 
and their rights related to citizen-
ship status."

Mr Tirumurti said as Myan-
mar''s neighbour, India has di-
rect stakes in the maintenance of 
peace and stability in the country 
and welcomes the ASEAN initia-
tive on Myanmar and the 'Five-

Point Consensus''.
"Our diplomatic engagements 

will be aimed at strengthening 
these efforts. We also call for up-
holding the rule of law and release 
of detained leaders," he said.

Tirumurti also noted that Secu-
rity Council has expressed strong 
support for ASEAN's positive and 
constructive role in facilitating a 
peaceful solution in support of the 
people of Myanmar.

The ASEAN Five-point consen-
sus states that there shall be an 
immediate cessation of violence 
in Myanmar and all parties shall 
exercise utmost restraint and con-
structive dialogue among all par-
ties concerned shall commence to 
seek a peaceful solution in the in-
terests of the people.

It also states that a special en-
voy of the ASEAN Chair shall fa-
cilitate mediation of the dialogue 
process, with the assistance of the 
Secretary-General of ASEAN.

ASEAN shall provide humani-
tarian assistance through the AHA 
Centre (ASEAN Coordinating Cen-
tre for Humanitarian Assistance 
on disaster management) and the 
special envoy and delegation shall 
visit Myanmar to meet with all 
parties concerned, it states.

Stressing that India''s posi-
tion on the situation in Myanmar 
has been "clear and consistent", 
Tirumurti said New Delhi has ex-
pressed its deep concern on the 
developments in Myanmar and 
strongly condemned the use of vio-
lence and urge maximum restraint.

"We are firm that the path to 
democracy in Myanmar should 
continue to move forward through 
the process of democratic transi-
tion, which India has steadfastly 
supported," Mr Tirumurti said.

"There can be no turning back 
on this. India will continue to en-
gage with measures to accelerate 
and support the democratic transi-
tion in Myanmar so that the hopes 
and aspirations of the people of 
Myanmar are fully respected and 
met," he said.

On the issue of repatriation of 
displaced persons from Rakhine 
state, he said India has the highest 
stakes in resolving this issue at the 
earliest since it is the only coun-
try that shares a long border with 
both Bangladesh and Myanmar. 

India records 
60,753 fresh 
COVID-19 
cases
new Delhi, Jun 19 (PTI): 
With 60,753 new Covid 
cases being reported in a 
day, India's total tally rose 
to 2,98,23,546, while the 
number of active cases 
stand at 7,60,019, the 
lowest in 74 days, ac-
cording to Union health 
ministry data updated on 
Saturday.

The death toll 
climbed to 3,85,137 with 
1,647 fresh fatalities and 
active cases comprise 
2.55 per cent of the total 
infections, while the na-
tional COVID-19 recov-
ery rate has improved to 
96.16 per cent, the data 
updated at 8 am showed.

A total of 19,02,009 
tests were conducted on 
Friday, taking the total 
cumulative tests con-
ducted so far for detec-
tion of COVID-19 in the 
country to 38,92,07,637, 
it said. The daily positiv-
ity rate was recorded 2.98 
per cent. It has been less 
than five per cent for 12 
consecutive days, the min-
istry said, adding that the 
weekly positivity rate has 
declined to 3.58 per cent.

Recoveries outnum-
bered daily cases for the 
37th consecutive day and the 
number of people who have 
recuperated from the disease 
has increased to 2,86,78,390. 
The case fatality rate stands 
at 1.29 per cent, the data said. 
Cumulatively, 27,23,88,783 
COVID-19 vaccine doses 
have been administered so 
far under the nationwide 
vaccination drive. India's 
COVID-19 tally had crossed 
the 20-lakh mark on Au-
gust 7 last year, 30 lakh on 
August 23, 40 lakh on Sep-
tember 5 and 50 lakh on 
September 16.

It went past 60 lakh 
on September 28, 70 lakh 
on October 11, crossed 
80 lakh on October 29, 
90 lakh on November 20 
and surpassed the one-
crore mark on December 
19 last year.  

track, test, treat: aSha workers 
lead Covid fight in Assam villages

What govt said on reopening schools in India

Guwahati, 19 Jun [nDTV]: In Assam's 
Jimirigaon village, Asha worker Kanika 
Rabha and nurse Rashmi Kachari are 
going door-to-door screening over 400 
residents for Covid symptoms. 

They also monitor people who are 
in home isolation and check their oxy-
gen levels twice a day. 

"When the first case was found in 
the villages we got terrified. Even now 
we are worried, but we have to win 
over Covid and protect the village from 
it, that's why we are doing this," Kanika 
Rabha told NDTV.

In Assam, with Covid numbers 
spiking in rural areas, the state had re-
launched its community surveillance 
programme after success in controlling 
the numbers in the first wave.

"We basically quiz people and look 
for those who have a fever, cough, cold 
or other symptoms, we list and report 
those cases and arrange for the medical 
team and also give medicines to them" 
Rashmi Kachari explained to NDTV.

Like Jimirigaon, Assam's 26,000 vil-
lages will be surveyed under the com-
munity surveillance programme run by 
rural health workers. Around 24 thou-
sand ASHA workers will be conducting 
door-to-door surveys. 

Besides the ASHA worker, each sur-
veillance team has a nurse, a doctor, a lab 

technician, and a paramedic. Till June 17, 
1.88 crore people have been surveyed.  

Nearly 24,000 of the 26,000 villages 
in Assam got covered in just 15 days. 
And 2.93 lakh covid tests have been 
done at the village level, with 9,000 
positive cases being identified so far. 
The villages surveyed have a positivity 
rate of 3.24 per cent, marginally higher 
than the average positivity rate of the 
state (3.05 per cent).

Besides testing and isolating those 
showing Covid symptoms, the rural 
healthcare workers also identify people 
suffering from diarrhea, malaria, and 
even Japanese Encephalitis.

"We have two rapid response team 
is ready, whenever we get the infor-
mation from an ASHA worker about a 
positive case or people who are to be 
treated, we rush with oxygen cylinders 
and other equipments, and start the 
preliminary treatment at the village," 
said Bhaskar Bharali, the Medical Of-
ficer at the Mataikhar Primary Health 
Centre (PHC).

The Deputy Commissioner of Kam-
rup rural district, Kailash Kartik, said: 
"We have made an emergency Covid 
stabilization unit where we have life-
saving drugs and once the patient is 
shifted, we stabilize them and then shift 
them to covid hospitals."

new Delhi, 19 Jun 
[nDTV]: India has been 
witnessing a drop in 
fresh Covid cases over 
the last few weeks after 
the daily cases hit a glob-
al record high with 4.14 
lakh infections on May 7. 
Even as many states are 
unlocking, experts have 
warned about a third Co-
vid wave, which is likely 
to hit the country soon.

Amid concerns that 
children may get affected 
by the new wave, NITI 
Aayog's Dr VK Paul on 
Friday answered ques-
tions about the reopen-
ing of schools at the 
Health Ministry's brief-
ing. "A lot of things need 
to be considered while 
deciding on the reopen-
ing schools. This is a 
question that keeps com-
ing up," he told reporters.

Explaining that vari-
ous factors need to be 
considered before tak-

ing the decision, he said: 
"As vaccination coverage 
widens, teachers get vac-
cinated, we change hab-
its and implement social 
distancing in everyday 
lives... there should come 
a time when this can hap-
pen."

"But we should also 
remember that in many 
countries schools re-
opened then outbreaks 
were reported and they 
had to shut them down 
again. We don't want 
to put our children and 
teachers in that situa-
tion unless we have more 
confidence that the pan-
demic won't harm us. 
Discussion on reopening 
of schools remains a part 
of the larger discourse 
but information that sero 
prevalence remain equal 
among children will be 
useful data," he further 
added, suggesting that 
more data need to be 

considered.
Earlier this month, 

the CBSE board exams 
were cancelled for Class 
12. "The health and safe-
ty of our students is of 
utmost importance and 
there will be no compro-
mise on this aspect," read 
a statement from the 
Prime Minister Naren-
dra Modi's office, quoting 
him. On Friday, the CBSE 
said it is developing a 
system to assist schools 
in preparation of Class 
12 results and asked 
schools to keep students' 
records ready.

With many states 
preparing for the third 
wave, stepping up vac-
cination drive is one of 
the key concerns. On 
Friday, the government 
said, studies show the 
risk of hospitalisation 
due to COVID-19 falls by 
70-80 per cent if a per-
son is vaccinated. 
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GOVeRnmenT OF SIkkIm
healTh & Family welfare Department

STnm hospital
Sochakgang, Gangtok

Ref No: 1167/ADM/STNM                    Dated : 18.06.2021

Re- nOTICe InVITInG QUOTaTIOn
The sealed quotations are invited from the interested and Registered Medical shop 
located within a radius of 0.5 KM (500 mtrs) from STNM Hospital, Sochakgang, Si-
chey for the supply of Emergency Medicines and Allied items for the Year  2021-22.

Date of issue of Quotation : 24th June 2021 to 28th June 2021.
Date of Submission of Quotation : 6th July 2021 within 12.00 PM.
Date & Time of tender opening : 6th July 2021 at 2.00 PM
Terms and conditions 
1. The quotation form can be obtained from the office  of Senior Accounts Officer, 

STNM Hospital on any working days from 24th June to 28th  June 2021 from 11 AM 
to 3 PM on production of State Bank of Sikkim Challan of Rs.2000/-duly signed by 
Senior AO, STNM Hospital credited under head 0210-01-800other receipts from 11 
AM to 3 PM.

2. The interested Firm should produce  COI/Sikkim Subject/ Residential Cer-
tificate, Valid Drug License, Valid Drug License, Valid Registration Firm, Valid Trade 
License, GST Registration and clearance certificate , Experience certificate and full 
address of the shop at the time of submission of quotation form.

3. The quotation should accompany TDR of Rs. 1,000,00/-(One Lakh) against 
the supply of Emergency medicines and consumables from the State Bank of Sikkim 
in favour of Senior Accounts Officer, STNM Hospital , Sochakgang. The department 
will not be liable to pay the interest on the said amount.

4. The Tender Committee reserves the right to accept or reject any of all quota-
tion without assigning any reason of reasons thereof and reserve to award the work 
to any bidder found competent.

For further information, visit or contact to the office of the undersigned.
Sd/-

PCC Cum Medical Superintendent
STNM Hospital, Sochakgang. 

R.O. no. 70/IPR/Pub/Classi./21-22 
dt. 18.06.2021

hologram education: a pandemic utopia?
roShan rai

“The highest education is that which does not 
merely give us information, but makes our life 
in harmony with all existence”
        -Rabindranath Tagore

Technological market is growing fast in 
globalize world, the primordial gadgets 

are outdated with new version of mindbog-
gling features. Technological market has 
overlapping competition, companies fuel 
is innovation, if not innovated in adequate 
time, chances of being outcast remain high. 
Hologram technology which is said to be 
one of the most efficient communication 
technologies. Hologram is a virtual image of 
an object which you can witness as realistic 
either floating in midair or standing nearby 
surface.  According to a recent report pub-
lished by market research future, the global 
digital holography market is predicted to 
reach approximately USD 7.5 billion the end 
of 2023.

The historical origin of the hologram 
can be traced back to mid-20th century, 
when British scientist, Dennis Gabor devel-
oped the theory of holography while he was 
working to improve the resolution of elec-
tron microscope.  Throughout the historical 
trajectories of hologram was inconspicuous, 
it is believed to be some kind of ivory tower 
technology unaware by the commoners. In 
holography, Germany had moved a step for-
ward to comprehend a new era in circus.The 
animal which performs in the circus 
was all virtual made through hologra-
phy presentation, When the media in-
terviewed the owner, he said that, “it 
is new beginning in circus where animal are 
not pertinent to do some kind of acrobatic to 
entertain peoples”. Prime minister Narendra 
Modi had also in the past use 3D image for 
the campaign, and it was a grand success for 
his election campaign. 

As pandemic hit the world every sector-
was thrown upside down, education sec-
tor was no exception. The naivety hit hard 
to the academic field, but sincetechnologi-
cal development had sore up during past 
decades, we are accessible to google meet, 
zoom app and various other online com-
munication accessories for online classes. 
But one thing is missing in this arenais the 

appearance environment, the appearance 
environment plays a major role in online 
modes. Today whena student sits for online 
class faces three problems, which I called 3C 
(ccc) i.e., lack of concentration, lack of cap-
turing and lack of confidence. when you sit 

for the class, you get distract sometimes as 
classroom environment is discrete from 
home environment,you may lose concen-
tration. once you lose concentration you 
lost capturing momentum of what your 
teacher and professor is comprehending 
and when you don’t capture the phrase, 
you ought to lose confidence over the top-
ic which is in the discussion. Students are 
finding hard time to coup up with clear-
ing of doubts, sharing notes, brainstorm-
ing etc.The online education would have 
been different paradigm, if we could have 
used holographic presentation for the 
classes. Hologram are becoming increas-

ingly popular and they are starting to find 
practical application in many different 
fields, including entertainment, medicine 
and education. hologram technology in 
education has been in limited use, but pan-
demic had shown us that in order to adapt 

the environment we have to keep inventing. 
The holographic education must be focused 
on microlevel, individual can sit anywhere 
and access the benefits of his mentor virtu-
ally. Though empowering holographic edu-
cation is a mammoth task, government and 
big tech companies has to invest more and 
more in this field. India’s 2021 budget, there 
was no outright announcement on further 
investment in Artificial intelligence (AI). But 
it comprehensively looks machine learning 
in areas like finance and tax evasion. India 
is expected to invest $1billion in AI by 2023, 
but as pandemic is tighten its grip, will the 
economy of India can sustain the investment 
or it will be a utopia to have a holographic 
education in future.

[the writer is an MA student of 
International Relations at Sikkim University]

viewpoint

State Webinar on National 
Education Policy

lockdown extended till 28 
June, no new relaxations

SUmmIT RePORT
Gangtok, 19 Jun:

The State Government has extended the current 
lockdown measures till 28 June with no new 

relaxations. An order issued by the Home Depart-
ment today informs that the lockdown measures 
that were put into effect on 11 June will continue 
till 5 am of 28 June.

Police nab drug peddling 
trio at Lower Lingzey

SUmmIT RePORT
Gangtok, 19 Jun:

Singtam PS team seized 
22.5 grams of brown 

sugar along with Rs 4 
lakh cash from a house at 
Lower Lingzey on Thurs-
day evening.

Acting on credible 
information about drug 
peddling from a house 
at Lower Lingzey, a team 
searched the house and 
seized the cash and con-
traband substance.

The owner of the 
house and main master-
mind Chakra Bahadhur 
Khadka who had two 

aliases Manoj and Maw-
badi absconded from the 
house into the nearby jun-
gle. His wife Geeta Chettri 
also a partner in the busi-
ness was arrested. 

A massive manhunt 

was launched and after 
28hrs, the main accused 
Manoj and his accom-
plice relevant sections 
of NDPS Act has been 
registered and investi-
gation is on.

SUmmIT RePORT
Gangtok, 19 Jun: 

A webinar was orga-
nized by Samagra 

Shiksha, Sikkim and Sri 
Aurobindo Society for the 
teachers of Sikkim to pro-
vide detailed information 
to them about the Nation-
al Education Policy-2020 
and guide them to imple-
ment the policy, a press re-
lease from the Education 
Department informs. 

The virtual session 
was organized under the 
leadership of GP Upad-
hyaya; Additional Chief 
Secretary, Education De-
partment. The other dig-
nitaries present during 
the webinar were Bhim 
Thatal, Director, Elemen-
tary Education and Sa-
magra Shiksha, Dr Rabin 
Chhetri, Director SCERT, 
Hondala Gyaltsen, Direc-
tor, Secondary Education,  
K Inbaraj, Joint Direc-
tor (SE/SS), and  Ashok 
Sharma, National Train-
ing Head, Rupantar, Sri 
Aurobindo Society. 

Addressing the par-
ticipants, the chief guest, 
GP Upadhyaya, Addition-
al Chief Secretary shed 
light on the effectiveness, 
impact and future of the 
National Education Poli-
cy-2020. He said that the 
new National Education 
Policy lays huge focus on 
children’s foundational 
literacy and the pre-pri-
mary and primary years 

of school education play 
a crucial role in develop-
ing a better future. 

As a special guest, 
Bhim Thatal, Director 
Elementary Education 
and Samagra Shiksha 
said that with the chang-
ing times, the expecta-
tions from education and 
the needs of the country 
have changed. 

He said that it is nec-
essary that the teachers 
who lay the foundation 
of education understand 
the new education policy 
in detail and move for-
ward to implement it. 
The changing of role of 
teachers has been clearly 
defined in the new edu-
cation policy 2020, he 
added. 

One of the special 
guests in the webinar, Dr 
Rabin Chhetri, Director 
SCERT while addressing 
the officers and teachers 
said, “The new educa-
tion policy will be a game 
changer in the education 
sector.  It is important 
that education makes 
the students happy 
and enthusiastic, and 
that they should not be 
burdened to attend the 
school. The new edu-
cation policy has been 
designed while keeping 
in mind the relevance 
of the present times. We 
hope that together we 
will implement the policy 
successfully.”

Ashok Sharma, Na-
tional Training Head,  
Aurobindo Society, who 
attended this webinar 
as a special guest, said, 
“Teachers are the pillars 
of the nation and the 
progressive mindset of 
the teachers is elemen-
tary in the creation of a 
powerful nation. The ac-
tive participation of the 
teachers in this webi-
nar is indicative of their 
commitment towards 
work and proactive at-
titude. India is on the 
path of progress and the 
new education policy 
2020 has shown us the 
direction for transform-
ing education.”

Presenting the vote of 
thanks, the special guest, 
K Inbaraj, Joint Director 
(SE/SS), applauded the 
efforts of Sri Aurobindo 
Society in the education 
sector. 

“Sri Aurobindo So-
ciety’s initiatives have 
been contributing in up-
lifting the education sys-
tem in Sikkim state. The 
training session on NEP 
2020 has been enlight-
ening and benefitting for 
the teachers in the webi-
nar’, said Mr Inbaraj

The detailed training 
session on the National 
Education Policy 2020 
was conducted by Dhi-
rendra Gautam, Master 
Trainer, Sri Aurobindo 
Society. 

Ganga, Bhagirathi cross 
danger mark in U'khand

Dehradun, Jun 19 (PTI): 
Ganga and Bhagirathi 
rivers in Uttarakhand 
crossed the danger mark 
on Saturday following 
three days of incessant 
rains especially in the 
hills prompting authori-
ties to sound an alert and 
evacuate villages along 
their banks.

The Ganga exceeded 
the danger level in both 
Haridwar and Rishikesh 
while Bhagirathi crossed 
the danger mark at 
Devprayag in Tehri dis-
trict. The Ganga in Harid-
war was flowing at 294.1 
metres, 0.10 metres 
above its danger mark, 
according to the data on 
the Central Water Com-
mission's (CWC) website.

The Ganga exceeded 
the danger level in Ri-
shikesh and was flowing 
four centimetres above 
it, CWC Superintending 
Engineer Rajesh Kumar 
said. Triveni ghat which 
was evacuated on Friday 
is inundated, Kumar said.

The Bhagirathi at 
Devprayag in Tehri district 
was flowing at 465.0 metres, 
two metres above the danger 
level at 463.0 metres and 
showed a rising trend, the 
CWC website said.

The residents of vil-
lages on the banks of the 
rivers are being moved 
to shelters run by the 
district administrations 

concerned and other safe 
locations, officials said.

Heavy rains have lashed 
various parts of Uttara-
khand over the last three 
days with Chamoli receiv-
ing 142 mm of rainfall on 
Saturday followed by Kar-
naprayag with 136 mm, Sri 
Nagar in Pauri district 128 
mm, Rudraprayag 103.8 
mm, Joshimath 97.2 mm 
and Rishikesh 53 mm.

The Alaknanda river 
in Chamoli district was 
flowing two metres be-
low the danger mark 
while Pindar river was 
flowing 1.5 metres below 
the danger level in Kar-
naprayag, Chamoli District 
Disaster Management office 
said. Landslides triggered by 
heavy rains in the district also 
blocked three national high-
ways and 84 motor roads 
with mounds of rubble.

Twenty-seven strand-
ed people including 
women and children be-
tween Mona Cheda and 
Nalgaon in Chamoli dis-
trict were rescued and 
brought to Narayanbagad 
late on Friday night.

The Badrinath Na-
tional Highway is blocked 
at two places between 
Pipalkoti and Badrinath 
and the Gwaldam Na-
tional Highway between 
Tharali and Karnaprayag, 
District Disaster Manage-
ment Centre at Gopesh-
war said. 

jharkhand on high alert as black fungus cases Rise
Ranchi, 19 Jun [PTI]: With a rise in 
mucormycosis or black fungus cases in 
Jharkhand, the state government has 
directed the health machinery to be on 
high alert and extend all possible care 
to the affected people, an official said 
on Saturday.

A total of 79 confirmed and 53 sus-
pected cases have been reported to 
date in 18 of the 24 districts, he said.

"The state has thus far registered 
26 deaths due to mucormycosis, while 
50 people have recovered from it," 
Ravi Shankar Shukla, Mission Director 
of the National Health Mission (NHM) 
Jharkhand, told PTI.

Mucormycosis is a fungal infec-
tion leading to prolonged morbidity 
and even mortality among COVID-19 
patients.

Its treatment requires a multi-dis-
ciplinary approach consisting of ENT 
specialists, and eye, neuro and dental 
maxillofacial surgeons, besides admin-
istering Amphotericin-B injection as an 
antifungal medicine.

The state government has declared 

mucormycosis as an epidemic amid the 
rising number of cases.

"On the direction of Chief Minister 
Hemant Soren, black fungus has been 
declared as an epidemic," the CMO 
had tweeted.

In May, the state government had 
asked the Integrated Disease Surveil-
lance Programme (IDSP) to maintain 
records related to the lethal fungal in-
fection. Civil surgeons in all the districts 
were asked to report fresh confirmed 
and suspected cases of mucormycosis 
to the IDSP.

"We are keeping a vigil on the situ-
ation and all hospitals have been asked 
to report any case on an urgent basis. 
We have asked for providing proper 
treatment to such patients," a health of-
ficial said.

Ranchi has reported the highest 
number of cases at 46, of which 29 are 
confirmed and 17 are suspected, while 
eight patients have died. Of the 21 cases 
reported in East Singhbhum, 18 have 
been confirmed while five patients have 
died, Mr Shukla said. 
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WRITE US: 
Readers are invited to comment on, criticise, run 
down, even appreciate if they like something in 
this paper. Letters carrying abusive/ indecorous 
language and personal attacks, except when 
against people responsible in this newspaper 
(who are fair game), will have to be ignored. 
Letters which carry forward a conversation or 
initiate a dialogue will command immediate 
attention and receive prominence.  Mail us at: 
news@summittimes.com

This Monsoon, Confer
Slip-shod as always just won't do

After a series of construction-induced slips 
and slides in Gangtok some years ago, yes, we 

have always had those even if the current ones 
have inconvenienced many more, the UD&HD had 
notified that construction works be halted during 
monsoons. This suspension of construction works 
was rigidly followed for some years, but appears 
to have been eased of late, people with access to 
the right ears and pens working loopholes to ex-
tend their privileges even though the State clearly 
lacks the capacity to deliver even the basics. That 
said, the ban on construction during monsoons 
was always a short-term measure that Sikkim has 
been taking for the last more than one decade; it 
is time that its officers prescribed and monitored 
the construction habits better. That will make the 
town safer than a row of incomplete construction 
sites awaiting the dry winters.

Admittedly, the original ban was necessitated 
by the obvious dangers of excavation works dur-
ing monsoons and also the roadside dumping of 
construction material which would get washed 
away with overnight downpours, clogging drains 
and adding dangerous volume to surface runoff. 
While construction material appears to be more 
responsibly managed nowadays, most of Gangtok 
is already built-up to leave any more spaces for ex-
cavation. So maybe a blanket ban is not an urgent 
requirement, but one could still be notified and 
relaxations considered on case to case basis. This 
comment is not to promote unbridled construc-
tions, but a suggestion that Sikkim, especially its 
more urban locations, start discussing monsoon 
worries in a more engaged manner. A ban clos-
es all discussions, whereas the laying of specific 
conditions opens dialogue. And the capital and 
other towns of Sikkim could do with some con-
versations when it comes to policy framing and 
decision-making. What South Sikkim has done is a 
better option - directing engineers to identify con-
struction sites which are blocking drains and take 
action if they don't improve. 

There is a new crop of councillors in the urban 
areas, and even though the elections were keenly 
contested, most in the posts are affiliated more 
to a party than affinity to the people. Admittedly, 
they have also been devolved very limited powers 
which explains why they have rarely shown any 
interest in communicating with the people. The 
monsoons open such an opportunity because the 
surface runoff, poor drainage and the problem of 
too much water in the drains and too less in the 
taps is a common situation of all urban dwellers. 
Including them in deliberations on how to address 
the situation and manage the problems will make 
them feel more empowered and less ignored.

Such an environment is a good place to be for 
the cold calculations of politics, but more than 
that, it’s a healthy progression for democracy. This 
is how things should have always been when it 
comes to urban planning and now that the arrival 
of monsoons has created an opportunity, it should 
be explored. The urban representations should in-
vite feedback and suggestions from the residents 
on the monsoon-related problems being faced by 
them and explore possible solutions. Neighbour-
hood meetings could be called and one would be 
surprised at how easy solutions for some vexed 
civic problems can be. And the towns could do 
with some collaborative efforts given the anxious 
unease that appears to have settled in the wake 
of Covid, lockdowns and of course the monsoon 
madness.  

what greek epics taught me about the special 
relationship between fathers and sons

there are over 7,000 english names for birds – here’s what 
they teach us about our changing relationship with nature

anDRew GOSleR
theconversation.com

I shall never forget hearing my first 
nightingale. It was May 8 1980, and 

as a recent graduate in environmen-
tal biology, I had moved to Oxford.

While searching for a job, I volun-
teered my time transcribing bird re-
cords for the Oxfordshire Biological 
Records Scheme based in the County 
Museum. Here I discovered that the 
nightingale, a bird that had so far 
eluded me, was not uncommon lo-
cally. A friend at the museum advised 
me where best to look for one.

And so, at 10pm on a mild, still, 
moonlit night, I found myself four 
miles east of Oxford. With neither 
traffic nor artificial light to disturb 
the stillness, I heard absolute silence 
pierced only by the unmistakably rich 
music for which I had waited so long.

My notebook records that I saw 
one, and heard five, distinct night-
ingale voices that night: originating 
from Whitecross Green Wood a mile 
to the north, Waterperry Wood as far 
to the south, and Bernwood Forest to 
my southeast.

As an ornithologist, I knew that 
these birds had arrived in recent 
weeks from west Africa, risking their 
lives to cross the Sahara and join this 
choir. Here, they directed their voices 
at any passing female nightingale, ad-
vertising that they had found a suitable 
location to continue creating the magic.

Ten years later, the M40 motor-
way was extended beyond Oxford, bi-
secting the landscape and drowning 
nature’s night music with the rumble 
of traffic. One by one, these ancient 
woods fell silent.

Over the next few years, I delight-

ed in discovering more nightingales 
around Oxford in Brasenose Wood, 
Otmoor Spinney and even a back gar-
den in Kidlington. I encountered five 
singing males in Wytham Woods in 
1982, where I had found work as a 
research assistant, and where I dis-
covered that the nightingale’s sweet 
song mixed at night with the heady 
fragrance of honeysuckle.

My experience of the nightingale 
was holistic. It brought all things – 
time, place, sights, sounds, scents, 
my lived experience – together into 
sharper focus.

FROM ORNITHOLOGY TO ETH-
NO-ORNITHOLOGY

My research on bird names sug-
gests that such encounters with birds 
have always been part of a deeper and 
largely unrecorded human history.

Echoes of those relationships 
come to us in the documented folk 
names of birds. In the English lan-
guage alone, more than 7,000 names 
have been recorded for some 150 
bird species in the British Isles, with 
yet more in Scottish Gàidhlig, Irish 
Gaeilge, Welsh Cymraeg and Cornish 
Kernewek.

Each different name recalls a 
context of folk encounter with birds: 
sometimes these encounters are dis-
cernible, sometimes they’re obscured 
by the distance of time and culture. 
Names such as Sally Wren (for the 
willow warbler Phylloscopus tro-
chilus), Polly Dishwasher (the pied 
wagtail Motacilla alba), and Tom-in-
the-wall (the wren Troglodytes trog-
lodytes) suggest a wealth of potential 
connections with birds experienced 
by our ancestors.

For example, the name “wren” im-
plies a small bird, as does the name 

“Tom” (as with the folklore character 
Tom-thumb). But “Sally” is etymolog-
ically both a girl’s name, a reference 
to the bird’s frequent appearance 
in willow trees (the Latin name for 
willow is Salix) and to its behaviour 
(“sallying for”, or catching, insects). 
Dishwasher is a reference to the pied 
wagtail’s appearance and movement 
near water, while “-in-the-wall” indi-
cates the wren’s nesting place.

The details of these names pro-
vide valuable information about the 
cultural context in which they were 
coined. The inclusion of an element 
in the bird’s name indicating close fa-
miliarity or friendship, such as a first 
name, is strikingly common. In fact, it 
appears in one or more of the names 
of 62 out of 78 songbirds.

These elements suggest that 
names were being coined through 
people creating memories with and 
for their children that were rich with 
bird life – experiences which includ-
ed birds as beloved family members.

Such elements also indicate that 
up until fairly recently, the popula-
tion of the UK was not only deeply fa-
miliar and comfortable with nature, 
but also possessed sophisticated 
knowledge of the ecology and behav-
iour of wild birds – independent of 
any scientific framework.

RECOGNISING LIFE’S KINSHIP
My colleagues Karen Park, Felice 

Wyndham, John Fanshawe and I have 
created the Ethno-Ornithology World 
Atlas for people to document, record 
and share their names for, folklore 
about, and encounters with birds. 
We do this work partly because, like 
the nightingale, the world is losing 
its voices – many of which are those 
of indigenous people – speaking out 

against the destruction of habitats. 
But we also hope to inspire new 
encounters that benefit both birds 
and people.

By 2000, nightingales had disap-
peared from all the sites where I had 
once known them. One by one, they 
had fallen prey to human develop-
ment, habitat modification or loss, or 
the increased risks imposed on their 
migration.

Researchers and activists have 
long been pointing out the growing 
disconnection of people from nature, 
and the “extinction of experience” 
that this entails.

My own recent research suggests 
that over 40% of UK-born under-
graduate biology students cannot 
name five British bird species: giv-
ing generic names such as “duck” 
rather than “mallard”, or “seagull” 
rather than “black-headed gull”. As 
we lose knowledge of the names of 
birds and other creatures, we risk 
also losing the cherished, ancient 
relationships with nature that lie be-
hind these names.

Over billions of years, the tapestry 
of life on Earth has been woven from 
the threads of innumerable lives, 
including ours. Our very survival 
depends on that tapestry. Conserva-
tion science documents the declining 
populations of countless species, and 
the diverse causes and consequences 
of that decline. But when it affirms 
these concerns with purely eco-
nomic arguments for why they mat-
ter, we risk losing sight of a deeper, 
more vital issue – that humanity is 
part of, not merely an observer of, 
the web of life.

[the writer is Professor of Ethno-
ornithology, University of Oxford]

JOel ChRISTenSen
theconversation.com

Father’s Day inspires mixed emotions for many 
of us. Looking at advertisements of happy fami-

lies could recall difficult memories and broken re-
lationships for some. But for others, the day could 
invite unbidden nostalgic thoughts of parents who 
have long since died.

As a scholar of ancient Greek poetry, I find my-
self reflecting on two of the most powerful paternal 
moments in Greek literature. At the end of Homer’s 
classic poem, “The Iliad,” Priam, the king of Troy, 
begs his son’s killer, Achilles, to return the body of 
Hektor, the city’s greatest warrior, for burial. Once 
Achilles puts aside his famous rage and agrees, the 
two weep together before sharing a meal, Priam la-
menting the loss of his son while Achilles contem-
plates that he will never see his own father again.

The final book of another Greek classic, “The 
Odyssey,” brings together a father and son as well. 
After 10 years of war and as many traveling at sea, 
Odysseus returns home and goes through a series 
of reunions, ending with his father, Laertes. When 
Odysseus meets his father, however, he doesn’t 
greet him right away. Instead, he pretends to be 
someone who met Odysseus and lies about his lo-
cation.

When Laertes weeps over his son’s continued 
absence, Odysseus loses control of his emotions 
too, shouting his name to his father only to be dis-
believed. He reveals a scar he received as a child 
and Laertes still doubts him. But then Odysseus 
points to the trees in their orchards and begins 
to recount their numbers and names, the stories 
Laertes told him when he was young.

Since the time of Aristotle, interpreters have 
questioned “The Odyssey"’s final book. Some have 
wondered why Odysseus is cruel to his father, 
while others have asked why reuniting with him 
even matters. Why spend precious narrative time 
talking about trees when the audience is waiting 
to hear if Odysseus will suffer at the hands of the 
families whose sons he has killed?

I lingered in such confusion myself until I lost 
my own father, John, too young at 61. Reading and 
teaching "The Odyssey” in the same two-year pe-
riod that I lost him and welcomed two children to 
the world changed the way I understood the father-
son relationship in these poems. I realized then in 
the final scene, what Odysseus needed from his fa-
ther was something more important: the comfort 
of being a son.

FATHERS AND SONS
Fathers occupy an outsized place in Greek 

myth. They are kings and models, and too often 
challenges to be overcome. In Greek epic, fathers 
are markers of absence and dislocation. When 
Achilles learns his lover and friend, Patroklos, has 
died in “The Iliad,” he weeps and says that he al-

ways imagined his best friend returning home and 
introducing Achilles’ son, Neoptolemus, to Achil-
les’s father, Peleus.

The Trojan Prince Hektor’s most humanizing 
moment is when he laughs at his son’s startled 
cry at seeing his father’s bloodied armor. Priam’s 
grief for Hektor’s loss stands in for the grief of all 
parents bereft of children taken too soon. When he 
hears of the death of his son, he lies prostrate on 
the earth, covering his head with ash and weeping. 
The sweetness of Hektor’s laugh foreshadows the 
bitter agony of his father’s pain.

I don’t think I had a grasp of either before I be-
came a father and lost one.

HOW STORIES BRING US HOME
Odysseus’ reunion with his father is crucial to 

the completion of his story, of his return home. In 
Greek the word “nostos,” or homecoming, is more 
than about a mere return to a place: It is a restora-
tion of the self, a kind of reentry to the world of the 
living. For Odysseus, as I explore in my recent book 
“The Many-Minded Man: The Odyssey, Modern 
Psychology, and the Therapy of Epic,” this means 
returning to who he was before the war, trying to 
reconcile his identities as a king, a suffering vet-
eran, a man with a wife and a father, as well as a 
son himself.

Odysseus achieves his “nostos” by telling and 
listening to stories. As psychologists who special-
ize in narrative therapy explain, our identity com-
prises the stories we tell and believe about our-
selves.

The stories we tell about ourselves condition 
how we act in the world. Psychological studies 
have shown how losing a sense of agency, the be-
lief that we can shape what happens to us, can keep 
us trapped in cycles of inaction and make us more 
prone to depression and addiction.

And the pain of losing a loved one can make 
anyone feel helpless. In recent years, researchers 
have investigated how unresolved or complicated 
grief – an ongoing, heightened state of mourn-
ing – upends lives and changes the way someone 
sees oneself in the world. And more pain comes 
from other people not knowing our stories, from 
not truly knowing who we are. Psychologists have 
shown that when people do not acknowledge their 
mental or emotional states, they experience “emo-
tional invalidation” that can have negative mental 
and physical consequences from depression to 
chronic pain.

Odysseus does not recognize the landscape of 
his home island of Ithaca when he first arrives; he 
needs to go through a process of reunions and ob-
servation first. But when Odysseus tells his father 
the stories of the trees they tended together, he re-
minds them both of their shared story, of the rela-
tionship and the place that brings them together.

FAMILY TREES
“The Odyssey” teaches us that home is not just 

a physical place, it is where memories live – it is a 
reminder of the stories that have shaped us.

When I was in third grade, my father bought 
several acres in the middle of the woods in south-
ern Maine. He spent the rest of his life clearing 
those acres, shaping gardens, planting trees. By the 
time I was in high school, it took several hours to 
mow the lawn. He and I repaired old stone walls, 
dug beds for phlox, and planted rhododendron 
bushes and a maple tree.

My father was not an uncomplicated man. I 
probably remember the work we did on that prop-
erty so well because our relationship was other-
wise distant. He was almost completely deaf from 
birth, and this shaped the way he engaged with 
the world and the kinds of experiences he shared 
with his family. My mother tells me he was worried 
about having children because he wouldn’t be able 
to hear them cry.

He died in the winter of 2011, and I returned 
home in the summer to honor his wishes and 
spread his ashes on a mountain in central 
Maine with my brother. I had not lived in Maine 
for over a decade before his passing. The pine 
trees I used to climb were unrecognizable; the 
trees and bushes I had planted with my father 
were in the same place, but they had changed: 
they were larger, grown wilder, identifiable 
only because of where they were planted in rela-
tion to one another.

That was when I was no longer confused about 
the walk Odysseus took through the trees with his 
father, Laertes. I cannot help but imagine what 
it would be like to walk that land with my father 
again, to joke about the absurdity of turning pine 
forests into lawn.

“The Odyssey” ends with Laertes and Odys-
seus standing together with the third generation, 
the young Telemachus. In a way, Odysseus gets the 
fantasy ending Achilles couldn’t even imagine for 
himself: He stands together in his home with his 
father and his son.

In my father’s last year, I introduced him to his 
first grandchild, my daughter. Ten years later, as I 
try to ignore another painful reminder of his ab-
sence, I can only imagine how the birth of my third, 
another daughter, would have lit up his face.

“The Odyssey,” I believe, teaches us that we 
are shaped by the people who recognize us and 
the stories we share together. When we lose our 
loved ones, we can fear that there are no new 
stories to be told. But then we find the stories 
that we can tell our children.

This year, as I celebrate a 10th Father’s Day 
as a father and without one, I keep this close to 
heart: Telling these stories to my children cre-
ates a new home and makes that impossible re-
turn less painful.

[the writer is Professor of Classical 
Studies, Brandeis University]
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mountain districts of nepal are receiving more rainfall this monsoon
ChanDan kUmaR manDal
kathmandu, 19 Jun [kathman-
duPost]: An analysis of data on 
natural hazard event frequency 
shows that between 1971 and 
2020, Manang was the district 
least affected by such events.

In the first week of monsoon 
this year, however, the mountain 
district north of the Himalayas 
witnessed heavy rainfall causing 
widespread floods and landslides.

To understand the reason be-
hind the uncommon devastation, 
meteorologists say the rainfall 
patterns during the pre-monsoon 
months of March to May need to 
be analysed.

“Manang had already received 
too much rainfall between March 
and May. As a result, the land was 
already saturated, and the contin-
uous heavy rainfall caused floods 
in the district,” Indira Kadel, senior 
meteorologist with the Depart-
ment of Hydrology and Meteorol-
ogy, told the Post.

Humde weather station of 
Manang recorded 232mm of pre-
monsoon rain this year while the 
average pre-monsoon rainfall in 
the past six years was 135mm. In 
other words, the pre-monsoon 
rainfall was 172 percent of normal.

The rainfall recorded in 
Manang in the first week of mon-
soon is also already higher than 
normal.

Since the beginning of June, 
Humde of Manang has already re-
corded 84 percent of its average 
monsoon rainfall, according to the 
department’s data.

Between June 12 and June 16, 
Humde received 175.8mm of rain. 
On June 15 it recorded 54mm. The 
next day, it set a new record of 
82.23mm, surpassing the previous 
record of 41.5mm on June 6, 2020.

The amount of rain on June 15 
and 16 is among the top three one 
day records of rainfall since 2015, 
when data for the district started 
to be available.

Normally, Humde receives 

234mm rain during the monsoon 
months of June to September/Oc-
tober.

“As the surface had been al-
ready saturated [with pre-mon-
soon rain], not much water could 
go into the soil even after infiltra-
tion; so the rainwater resulted in 
floods,” said Kandel, who is also 
the chief of the Climate Section un-
der the department. “Also, as the 
region has loose soil, rain causes 
fast soil erosion and debris to flow 
with the floodwater.”

It was not only Manang but also 
neighbouring Mustang district, 
which is also north of the Himala-
yan mountains, has seen heavier 
than usual rainfall.

During the pre-monsoon pe-
riod, the Jomsom weather station 
of Mustang received 202 percent 
of its normal pre-monsoon rain-
fall. This year the weather station 
recorded 142mm of rain com-
pared to the normal 70mm during 
March-May.

Since the monsoon began, Jom-
som weather station has already 
received 64 percent of the season’s 
rainfall with 86.5mm rain record-
ed between June 12 and 16.

Jomsom’s average monsoon 
rainfall is 160mm.

According to Kadel, these two 
districts received more rainfall 
this monsoon because of a weath-
er system developed after collision 
between monsoon clouds coming 
from the Bay of Bengal and mois-
ture coming from the Arabian Sea, 
supported by jet streams—rela-
tively narrow bands of strong wind 
in the upper levels of the atmo-
sphere. The weather phenomenon 
lifted clouds up to high mountains.

Incessant heavy rainfall since 
Monday had flooded many small 
rivers and rivulets in Manang with 
floodwaters entering villages and 
causing damage.

Floods in the Marshyangdi 
river and landslides, triggered by 
continuous rainfall since Monday 
evening, had displaced more than 
350 people since then. Around 300 
people are taking shelter in the 
new prison building in Chame, the 
district headquarters.

On Thursday, as many as 35 vic-
tims of floods and landslides—24 
from Sirantal area of Naso Rural 
Municipality and 11 others from 
the Thoche area of the same rural 

municipality—were rescued by a 
Nepal Army helicopter.

On Friday, another 80 persons, 
who had gone to harvest yarsagum-
ba in the highlands, were rescued by 
helicopter from an altitude of 5,000 
metres, two days’ walk away from 
Phu village. Phu is a two-day walk-
ing distance from Chame.

The yarsagumba collectors 
were left stranded due to snowfall, 
landslides and floods caused by 
the rains since Monday.

On Friday, another 88 people 
were rescued from lower altitudes 
of Manang. According to Chief Dis-
trict Officer Bishnu Lamichhane, 
139 villagers have been rescued 
from different parts of the districts 
until Friday.

Floods have inundated the 
whole of Talgaun, a village with 
more than 55 houses. In Chame, 
five houses are inundated and an-
other five have been washed away. 
In Dharapani, ten houses have 
been flooded.

The devastation from rains 
in the mountain district has sur-
prised meteorologists.

“The region is too dry for such 
a scale of rainfall,” said Kadel. “Af-

ter a wet pre-monsoon, rainfall in 
Manang has been record-breaking 
this season.”

The department has been col-
lecting rainfall data in Manang 
only since 2015 and therefore 
there isn’t adequate data available 
over a long period to analyse the 
rarity of the devastation this year. 
Another rainfall station at Talgaun 
was washed away by the recent 
flooding, according to Kadel.

“Mustang has also recorded 
a similar amount of rainfall, indi-
cating both districts have received 
extreme rainfall that could cause 
damage,” said Kadel. “On the basis of 
available data and our communica-
tion with local residents, there was 
continuous heavy rainfall which was 
much above normal for the area.”

The amount of rainfall in the 
two mountain districts would be 
considered normal for a place like 
Pokhara, Kadel said.

“But it is extreme for a dry 
region like Manang,” said Kadel. 
“Chances of flood and damage 
simply increase because infra-
structures are not constructed 
accordingly. People’s lifestyle is 
different in regions more prone 

to heavy rainfall. It was bound to 
cause massive damage as houses 
are constructed considering the 
dry climate.”

While most of the country 
awaited rain during the pre-mon-
soon period, which was largely dry 
across the country, Humde weath-
er station recorded 51mm rain in 
April, higher than the month’s nor-
mal of 37mm.

In May it received 166mm, 
more than six times the normal 
of 24mm—based on the data be-
tween 2015 and 2020.

“This year’s data prove that 
Manang has received too much 
rainfall in the last three months. 
In the past, the highest amount of 
daily rainfall would be between 
20mm and 30mm,” said Kadel. 
“One can only imagine the situa-
tion when daily rainfall crossed 
80mm in one day.”

The forecast for this year’s 
monsoon, which entered the coun-
try on June 11, is that rainfall in 
most parts of the country will be 
‘above normal’.

Forecasts that high mountains 
and mid-hills will receive above-
normal rainfall mean mountain 
districts like Manang and Mustang 
could receive more rain in the re-
mainder of the monsoon season.

According to Kadel, the senior 
meteorologist, there is a 55 to 65 
percent probability of high moun-
tain areas receiving above normal 
rainfall this season.

So far, the northern part of Gan-
daki Province and northwestern 
Bagmati Province, which borders 
Gandaki, have had significant rain 
among other mountain districts.

“Since there has already been 
a significant amount of rainfall, we 
cannot deny there will not be more 
rain during the rest of the mon-
soon season,” said Kadel. “There is 
the possibility of more rainfall in 
these two districts and elsewhere 
in the mountain region, which 
could lead to incidents similar to 
one witnessed in Manang.”

After Amit Shah meet, Bengal Governor's 
stern remarks on Bengal violence

28 new 
COVID-19 cases 
push Andamans 
tally to 7,363
Port Blair, Jun 19 (PTI): 
Andaman and Nicobar 
Islands reported 28 new 
COVID-19 cases, pushing 
the tally in the union ter-
ritory to 7,363, a health 
department official said 
on Saturday.

Twenty-seven new 
patients were detected 
during contact tracing and 
one was airport arrival, 
the official said. All pas-
sengers arriving by flight 
in the union territory have 
to undergo a mandatory 
RT-PCR test before they 
are allowed entry into the 
islands, he said.

The COVID-19 death 
toll remained at 127 as 
no new fatality due to the 
infection was reported in 
the last 24 hours, the offi-
cial said. Twenty-four more 
people were cured of the 
disease during the period, 
taking the total number of 
COVID-19 recoveries in the 
archipelago to 7,128.

The union territory 
now has 108 active COV-
ID-19 cases, of which 104 
are in the South Anda-
man district and four in 
North and Middle Anda-
man district. The Nicobar 
district is COVID-19 free 
as it has no active CO-
VID-19 case, the official 
said. The union territory 
has three districts.

A total of 4,00,211 
samples have so far been 
tested for COVID-19 and 
the cumulative test posi-
tivity rate is 1.84 per 
cent. The union territory 
administration has so far 
inoculated 1,36,622 peo-
ple, of which 1,19,106 
have received the first 
dose of COVID-19 vac-
cine and 17,516 have re-
ceived both doses of the 
vaccine, he said.  

assam Cm appeals to 
opposition mlas to join BJP

Bengal teen arrested months after allegedly 
killing parents, grandmother, sister

new Delhi, 19 Jun [nDTV]: West Ben-
gal Governor Jagdeep Dhankhar, who 
has been in Delhi since Tuesday, met 
Union Home Minister Amit Shah for the 
second time in 48 hours. In Thursday's 
meet, he is believed to have briefed the 
minister about the the law and order 
situation in the state, where several in-
cidents of violence were reported after 
the assembly election.

"This is an occasion for us to believe 
in democracy, constitution, rule of law. 
I appeal to the bureaucracy and the po-
lice to confine to their code of conduct 
and regulations. Such kind of post-poll 
violence is worst seen since Indepen-
dence," Mr Dhankar told reporters to-
day after his meeting with Mr Shah.

His meeting with Mr Shah comes 
amid the Governor's feud with Chief 
Minister Mamata Banerjee over a range 

of issues. Over the past few weeks, Mr 
Dhankhar has raised concerns on the 
alleged incidents of political violence in 
West Bengal.

Mr Dhankar had sent a report on 
the violence to the Centre soon after 
the Bengal polls. Before his Delhi visit, 
he had slammed Ms Banerjee over her 
handling of the violence.

Ms Banerjee's government said the 
post-poll violence was "somewhat un-
abated" when the Election Commission 
was in charge of law and order. The 
cabinet restored order once the path 
ceremony was over, it said.

During his trip to the national capi-
tal, Mr Dhankar, 70, met President Ram 
Nath Kovind and ministers,  including 
Prahlad Joshi and Prahlad Singh Patel. 
He also met senior Congress leader Ad-
hir Ranjan Chowdhury. 

kolkata, 19 Jun [nDTV]: A 
19-year-old man was arrested in 
Bengal's Malda district today for 
allegedly murdering his parents, 
grandmother and younger sister 
in February.

The elder brother of Asif Mo-
hammed, the accused, had filed a 
police complaint on Friday, claim-
ing that he had tried to kill him 
also but he had managed to escape.

Arif, 21, said in his complaint 
that he did not come to the police 
earlier "because he was scared". He 
claimed that Asif had killed their 
parents, sister and grandmother 
on February 28 by "drowning 
them". Asif then allegedly buried 

the bodies in a godown, adjoining 
their house. Police are now ques-
tioning both of them.

As news of the murder case 
spread, a huge crowd gathered 
near their house. A state minister 
also visited the place.

The police are waiting for a 
magistrate in whose presence they 
might dig out the bodies from the 
ground, allegedly buried by Asif.

The police are yet to issue a for-
mal statement on the incident but 
neighbours are now saying they 
had not seen the family members 
for the last three to four months.

When asked where they were, 
Asif had said they had gone to Kol-

kata to live "in a newly-purchased 
flat". Asif had passed his Class 10 
board exams reportedly from a 
private school at Kaliachak, not far 
from his village called Old 16 Mile.

Neighbours said after passing 
the exams, the boy had run away 
from his home because his parents 
refused to buy him a laptop.

After he came back, his parents 
reportedly bought him an expen-
sive computer and other gadgets. 
He had told his parents he was de-
veloping an app that would make 
him "very rich".

Neighbours also say the youth 
was recently trying to sell some 
property.

Guwahati, Jun 19 (PTI): 
A day after four-time 
Congress MLA Rupjyoti 
Kurmi announced his 
plans to join the BJP, As-
sam Chief Minister Hi-
manta Biswa Sarma on 
Saturday appealed to all 
opposition legislators to 
join the ruling party.

Sarma was replying 
to a question on Kurmi, 
the Congress' lone legis-
lator from the tea tribe 
community, who quit the 
grand old party and re-
signed from the Assam 
Legislative Assembly.

The MLA from Upper 
Assam's Mariani con-
stituency had also an-
nounced that he would 
join the BJP on Monday 
in the presence of the 
chief minister.

"What will they do in 
the opposition benches 
for five years? I would 
rather say they should 
join us. Since we are 
working for the welfare 
of people irrespective of 

caste, creed and religion, 
I appeal to them (oppo-
sition members) to join 
us and work together for 
the public," the CM said.

While leaving the 
party on Friday, Kurmi 
had attacked the Con-
gress leadership, alleging 
that the organisation has 
become "very weak" as 
the leaders "do not listen 
to the voice of the grass-
roots workers".

The assembly elec-
tion results are a testi-
mony of the fact as the 
party "failed in all the 
five states" where the 
polls were held in March 
and April, said the MLA 
from the tea tribe com-
munity which plays a 
decisive role in polls in 
Upper Assam.

"It appears that the 
party leadership is not 
willing to give an oppor-
tunity to people from 
the tea tribe or other 
marginalised communi-
ties but it is seen that 

people from a particular 
religious community are 
given prominence in the 
party," he said.

Leader of Opposition 
in the assembly Debabra-
ta Saikia has termed Kur-
mi's exit as a loss for the 
party.

Another senior Con-
gress leader Juri Sharma 
Bordoloi, who was the 
president of the Guwa-
hati city district Congress 
and former national 
office-bearer of Mahila 
Congress, had also re-
signed from the party on 
Friday.

Bordoloi claimed that 
more than 100 support-
ers have decided to leave 
the party with her.

There are specula-
tions that a few more 
Congress leaders, includ-
ing an MLA, will quit the 
party and join the BJP in 
the next few days.

With Kurmi's res-
ignation, the strength 
of the Congress in the 

126-member Assam as-
sembly has come down 
to 28. The BJP currently 
has 60 MLAs, while its 
allies AGP has nine and 
UPPL five.

The Congress, which 
was in power in Assam 
for three successive 
terms from 2001, has 
been in opposition since 
2016 when the BJP-led 
coalition formed the 
government for the first 
time.
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argentina beats Uruguay 1-0 
in Copa america classico

Sao Paulo, Jun 19 (aP): 
Argentina beat Uruguay 
1-0 in its second match 
at Copa America, mak-
ing Lionel Messi's team 
co-leaders of Group A 
with Chile with four 
points each.

Midfielder Guido Ro-
driguez scored the only 
goal at the Man Garrin-
cha stadium in Brasilia 
with a header in the 
13th minute after Messi 
crossed from the left. 
The ball hit goalkeeper 
Fernando Muslera's right 
post before going in.

Earlier Chile beat 
Bolivia 1-0 on a goal by 
English-Chilean striker 
Ben Brereton.

Seeking some de-
fensive solidity, Argen-
tina changed nearly all 
of back four after the 1-1 
draw with Chile. Right-
back Gonzalo Montiel, 
defender Lucas Mart nez 
Quarta and left-back 
Nicol s Tagliafico were 
replaced by Nahuel Mo-
lina, Cristian Romero and 
Marcos Acu a, respec-
tively. Nicol s Otamendi 
was the only defender 
who remained. Rodri-
guez replaced injured 

Leandro Paredes. Argen-
tina controlled nearly all 
of the game against an 
Uruguayan team that in-
cluded the powerful of-
fensive duo of Luis Su rez 
and Edinson Cavani.

Argentina midfielder 
Rodrigo de Paul said his 
team deserved to finally 
win it had not won since 
November 2020.

Today we tried to be 
a more compact team. 
We know that with the 

players we have here we 
can score at any time," 
he said. Today we gave 
another little step to im-
provement, we will cel-
ebrate it.

Coach Oscar Tab rez 
has not seen his team 
win in four matches. He 
said in a press confer-
ence that Uruguay did 
not have many oppor-
tunities against Argen-
tina, but still has a good 
chance to advance to the 

knockout stage in the 
next three matches.

We have players that 
know well how to score 
goals, but we could not 
use them," he said. Ar-
gentina's next match will 
be against Paraguay on 
Monday, the same day 
that Uruguay will play its 
second match in the tour-
nament against Chile.

A victory against Uru-
guay could move Argen-
tina into first place in its 

group and avoid an early 
knockout-stage meeting 
with defending cham-
pion Brazil, which is in 
Group B.

The result also pro-
vided some relief for 
Argentina coach Lionel 
Scaloni, who was criti-
cized after his team's 
opening 1-1 draw against 
Chile on Monday.

The top four teams of 
each group will advance 
to the knockout stage.

Americans Pegula, Keys lose in 
German Open quarterfinals

Hima Das remembers Milkha 
Singh's words, reveals what he told 
her during World Championships

lacklustre england 
held to goalless draw by 

Scotland at wembley

More experience will 
help avoid session-end 

dismissals, says Mandhana

Player banned at Copa america 
for criticizing organizers

"Not before me": Supreme 
Court judge recuses from 

Bengal post-poll violence case

Berlin, Jun 19 (aP): 
Americans Jessica Pegula 
and Madison Keys lost to 
Victoria Azarenka and Li-
udmila Samsonova in the 
quarterfinals of the Ger-
man Open.

Pegula, who beat 
the fourth-seeded Karol 
na Pl kov for the fourth 
time this year on Thurs-
day, was unable to follow 
up against the seventh-
seeded Azarenka, losing 
6-2, 5-7, 6-4. The Belaru-
sian was playing her first 
grass-court quarterfi-

nal since Wimbledon in 
2015. The 106th-ranked 
Samsonova needed al-
most 2 1/2 hours to 
shock Keys 7-6 (4), 2-6, 
7-6 (0).

Samsonova plays Aza-
renka in her second career 
semifinal on Saturday. Aliz 
Cornet and Belinda Bencic 
will meet in the other after 
coming through third-set 
tiebreaks in their quarter-
finals.

Cornet saved a match 
point before upsetting 
the sixth-seeded Garbi e 

Muguruza 4-6, 6-3, 7-6 
(5), and the fifth-seeded 
Bencic overcame Ekat-
erina Alexandrova 6-4, 
4-6, 7-6 (4).

It will be the 31-year-
old Cornet's first semifi-
nal on grass.

Bencic is through 
to her fifth on grass. 
The Swiss hit nine aces 
against Alexandrova, 
who replied with 15 of 
her own. Bencic won 
the first two points in 
the tiebreak and held on 
to her lead.

new Delhi, 19 Jun 
[nDTV]: Ace Indian 
sprinter Hima Das on 
Saturday not only re-
membered the tips given 
by Milkha Singh, but also 
reminisced the words 
of the late track legend 
which motivated her to 
aim for the best. One of 
the country's earliest 
sports heroes, Milkha 
died of COVID-19 related 
complications in a hospi-
tal in Chandigarh late on 
Friday night, leaving the 
whole nation in shock 
and disbelief. Hima, 
who won the World 
Championship U20 title 
and a medal in Asian 
Games, said the legend-
ary sprinter had told her 
that he wanted to see her 
winning a gold medal in 
Olympics.

"I remember sir 
(Milkha) spoke to me 
during the World Cham-
pionship in Finland and 
I am now missing what-
ever he told me. He al-
ways used to say that 
hard work is the key to 
success and during the 
World championship he 
told me that "Hima be 
serious from now, you 
have to give good timing 
in Asian Games" being 
in discipline and listen-
ing to coach is important 
he used to tell me," Hima 
told ANI.

"And when I gave good 

timing in Asian Games 
he again called me and 
said "before I die I want 
to see one gold medal in 
Olympic and you have 
enough time because you 
have just started you can 
do it keep working hard 
and be dedicated". At 
that time I was 18 years 
old so I am missing those 
things," she added.

Hima said Milkha 
Singh had expectations 
from her and she will al-
ways remember the tips 
of the track legend. "He 
had expectations from me 
and had also called me at 
his residence but for some 
reason, I couldn't go there. 
I really wanted to see sir," 
said Hima.

"I will always remem-
ber the tips of sir and 
will improve our sport. 
When I started my jour-
ney Milkha Singh was the 
first name which I came 
to know and how he used 

to run. I feel really lucky 
that sir always spoke to 
me and guided me," she 
added.

Expressing condolenc-
es over Milkha's demise, 
Hima said, " Milkha Singh 
Sir was an inspiration for 
the entire nation, all his 
memories are coming in 
front of my eyes."

Milkha had a person-
al best of 20.7 seconds 
in 200m in Lahore on 
January 31, 1960. It set 
him up for a gallant show 
in the Rome Olympic 
Games where he clocked 
a National Record time of 
45.6 seconds in the 400m 
final on September 6. Be-
sides his 1960 Olympic 
Games heroics, Milkha 
Singh will be remem-
bered for his victory in 
the 1958 Commonwealth 
Games in Cardiff. He won 
gold in the 440-yard 
sprint in a Games Record 
time of 46.6 seconds.

London, 19 Jun [AFP]: 
England missed a chance 
to book their place in 
the last 16 at Euro 2020 
as Scotland kept their 
own hopes alive with a 
well deserved 0-0 draw 
on Friday. Gareth South-
gate's side would have 
been guaranteed to ad-
vance from Group D with 
a win over their old rivals 
at Wembley. But lethar-
gic England managed 
just one shot on target 
and Scotland's combative 
display could easily have 
earned all three points. 
Despite a flop that saw 
them booed off at full-
time, England have four 
points and will be certain 
of qualifying if they avoid 
defeat by the Czech Re-
public in their last group 
game on Tuesday.

Scotland, in their first 
major tournament since 
the 1998 World Cup, 
looked far more com-
posed than in their open-
ing 2-0 loss to the Czech 
Republic.

They remain in with a 
chance of going through 
if they win their final 
match against Croatia.

Ponderous England's 
lack of cutting edge was 
a major issue for South-
gate, who responded to 
Harry Kane's second suc-
cessive lacklustre effort 
by hauling off his captain 
after 75 minutes.

There had been ques-
tions raised about Kane 
after he failed to make an 
impact in England's 1-0 
win against Croatia on 
Sunday.

Kane admitted he 
was not undroppable 
this week and Southgate 
has a difficult decision 
to make over the Totten-
ham striker, who finished 
as the Premier League's 
top scorer this term but 
has suddenly lost his 
touch.

With an average age 
of 25 years and 31 days, 
England's starting line-
up was their youngest 
ever in a major tourna-
ment match and as one 
of the few senior players, 

Kane hardly led by ex-
ample.

Meeting in a major 
tournament for the first 
time since England's win 
at Euro 96, this was a re-
demptive performance 
for Scotland, whose fans 
serenaded their team at 
full-time.

It was the 115th clash 
between England and 
Scotland, an ancient ri-
valry that dates back to 
1872 on the pitch and 
centuries earlier off it.

The Tartan Army 
were officially limited to 
2,500 supporters inside 
Wembley, but the corona-
virus-restricted 22,500 
capacity included hun-
dreds more Scots who 
secured tickets in other 
areas of the stadium.

It made for a vibrant 
atmosphere, with the 
Scottish national anthem 
loudly jeered by England 
fans and "God Save the 
Queen" given the same 
treatment from the visi-
tors.

Influential Gilmour
John Stones should 

have raised the roof early 
on when the unmarked 
England defender met 
Mason Mount's corner 
with a close-range head-
er that crashed against 
the post.

But England were un-
able to make the most 
of their early flurry and 
Scotland's confidence be-
gan to soar as the hosts 
grew more listless.

Kieran Tierney, back 
after missing the opening 
game with a calf strain, 
showed Scotland's ambi-
tion when the defender 
advanced for a long-
range volley that looped 
wide.

Chelsea youngster 
Billy Gilmour, making his 
first Scotland start, was 
dictating the tempo with 
a vibrant display in mid-
field.

The Scots carved 
open England's defence 
with surgical precision 
moments later as Tier-
ney surged onto Andrew 
Robertson's pass.

Bristol, Jun 19 (PTI): 
Lack of experience in 
negotiating the closing 
stages of a session was 
a major reason behind 
the batting collapse India 
suffered on the second 
day of the one-off Test 
against England Women, 
reckons opener Smriti 
Mandhana.

Madhana, a stylish 
left-hander, and young 
Shafali Verma had forged 
a solid 167-run stand 
with their half-centuries 
in India's response to the 
massive England first in-
nings total of 396/9 de-
clared.

However, India lost 
five wickets in a hurry 
to lose the plot and were 
eventually forced to fol-
low-on.

"Definitely, a slight 
pressure of ending the 
day 'not out', might have 
played a part (in the loss 
of wickets in a heap) and 
that will come with expe-
rience," Mandhana said 
after rain forced early 
stumps on day three.

"The more we play 
Test matches, the more 
we'll get used to the con-
ditions - one over before 
lunch or one over before 
the day's end and all 
those sessions, so we can 
be more mature about 
(approaching them) and 
not take pressure."

However, she blamed 
her herself instead of in-
experience, for her own 
dismissal.

"We aren't used to 

batting beyond 50 overs. 
But I wouldn't say I got 
out because of lack of ex-
perience in Test matches 
because I threw my wick-
et away in the last ses-
sion of (Thursday)," she 
said.

Mandhana said the 
conditions were still 
good for batting and with 
talented batter Shafali 
Verma going strong, her 
side was in a good posi-
tion.

India were 83 for 1 
at stumps on the rain-
interrupted third and 
penultimate day after fol-
lowing on, still trailing by 
82 runs overall with nine 
second innings wickets 
in hand.

"The conditions 
changed slightly, it was 
just windy. It wasn't 
swinging that much. 
It was good to bat on 
though the conditions 
were cloudy and over-
cast," she added.

Verma and Deepti 
Sharma were batting on 
55 and 18 respectively 
when the final session 
was washed out by rain. 
Mandhana scored just 
8 runs in the second in-
nings after a 78 in the 
first.

"I gave away my wick-
et though it was not such 
great a ball. I am disap-
pointed."

Mandhana was all 
praise for young Shafali, 
who missed on a ton in 
the first innings by just 
4 runs, saying it was im-

pressive to watch her bat.
"We both are very 

similar (in our approach) 
to keep things simple, so 
we don't really discuss 
much about batting in 
the middle.

"The way she changed 
her game and the matu-
rity she showed, it is very 
positive for Indian crick-
et going forward. Her 
shots, in T20Is I've al-
ways watched them from 
the other end. I hope she 
keeps going the way she 
is."

Asked about the dis-
cussion in the team after 
being asked to follow on, 
she said "The transition 
was pretty quick. We just 
had 10-15 minutes be-
fore we went into bat."

"We did not bat that 
great in the first innings 
and the talk was that we 
have to make up for it in 
the second innings."

Mandhana said the 
Indian debutants, five of 
them, had a good start 
and that everyone contrib-
uted. "All the debutants 
have really got a good 
start. In general, everyone 
was excited to play this 
Test match, and not just 
the debutants because we 
all are playing after a very 
long time, so it is a really 
special match.

"But all the debutants 
have really stepped up 
- Deepti, Shafali, Pooja 
and even Taniya with the 
catch in the first innings- 
everyone has contrib-
uted. 

la Paz (Bolivia), Jun 19 (aP): CON-
MEBOL suspended Bolivia striker Mar-
celo Martins for one match and fined 
him 20,000 for criticizing the Copa 
America being played in Brazil.

CONMEBOL's disciplinary commis-
sion on Friday also warned Martins that 
he could face a one-year suspension if 
he offends again.

The Bolivian Football Association 
announced the sanctions on Twitter.

Martins was one of three Bolivia 
players who tested positive for COV-
ID-19 last Saturday, the day before the 
tournament opened. The infection pre-
vented him from playing in the 3-1 loss 
to Paraguay on Monday.

The following day, he attacked CON-
MEBOL on social media after reports of 
dozens of people infected with the virus 

in connection with the tournament. The 
case count had risen to 66 on Thursday. 
The Copa America was switched at the 
last minute to Brazil, where the CO-
VID-19 known death toll is expected to 
pass 500,000 this weekend.

Thanks to you of CONMEBOL for all 
this. All the fault is on you. If a person 
dies what will you do? What matters 
to you is only money. Aren't the lives 
of players worth anything?" Martins 
wrote on Instagram.

He apologized on Wednesday, blam-
ing the criticism on his communica-
tions team. He wasn't expected to play 
on Friday against Chile because of a 
mandatory isolation. Five out of 10 
teams at the Copa America have report-
ed COVID-19 cases: Bolivia, Venezuela, 
Colombia, Peru and Chile.

new Delhi, 19 Jun 
[PTI]: A Supreme Court 
judge on Friday with-
drew herself from hear-
ing the post-poll vio-
lence case in Bengal in 
which BJP workers were 
allegedly killed.

"I do not wish to 
hear the case. Not be-
fore me," Justice Indira 
Banerjee said as she re-
cused herself from the 
case. Justice Banerjee is 
from Kolkata.

Families of the vic-
tims had gone to court 
asking for a Central 
Bureau of Investigation 
(CBI) probe.

The Supreme Court 
had asked the Bengal 
government to reply in 
the case to which the 
state said the petitions 
were "politically moti-
vated" and wanted them 
dismissed.

The state also said 

every act of violence 
after elections cannot 
be called post-poll vio-
lence.

The Mamata Baner-
jee government also 
informed the Supreme 
Court last month that 
three people have been 
arrested in connection 
with the alleged killing 
of two BJP workers.

Due to Justice Ba-
nerjee's withdrawal, 
the case will now be 
sent to another bench.

Two gang-rape sur-
vivors have also ap-
pealed for a Special 
Investigation Team or 
the CBI to probe their 
cases.

One of the survivors 
is a minor from the 
Scheduled Caste com-
munity, allegedly gang-
raped in Murshidabad 
district on May 9. The 
other is a 60-year-old 

from East Midnapore 
district, allegedly gang-
raped on May 4 in front 
of her 6-year-old grand-
son.

Both have claimed 
it was politically moti-
vated violence.

The BJP alleged that 
after the Trinamool 
Congress's sweeping 
victory in the April-May 
election its goons killed 
BJP workers, attacked 
women members, van-
dalised houses, looted 
shops belonging to 
party members and ran-
sacked its offices.

The Bengal govern-
ment said the post-poll 
violence was "some-
what unabated" when 
the Election Commis-
sion was in-charge of 
law and order. The cabi-
net restored order once 
the oath-taking ceremo-
ny was over, it said.
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hardliner Raisi poised for big win in iran presidential election
Tehran, 19 Jun [Reuters]: 
Iran’s hardline candidate 
Ebrahim Raisi, the conserva-
tive head of the judiciary, has 
taken an unassailable lead in 
the presidential election after 
90 percent of the votes were 
counted, the interior ministry 
said on Saturday.

Raisi, 60, received more 
than 17.8 million out of the 
28.6 million votes that have 
been counted, the interior 
ministry said, based on pre-
liminary results.

“I congratulate the people 
on their choice,” said outgoing 
moderate President Hassan 
Rouhani, who has served the 
maximum of two consecutive 
four-year terms and leaves of-
fice in August.

Earlier in the day three 
out of four candidates in the 
fray conceded defeat to Raisi, 
a protégé of Supreme Leader 
Ali Hosseini Khamenei who 
was widely seen as the front-
runner in Friday’s election 
marred by low turnout and 
the disqualification of many 
candidates.

Hardliner Mohsen Rezaei, 
a former commander-in-chief 
of the Islamic Revolutionary 
Guard Corps, received more 
than 3.3 million votes.

He was followed by former 
central bank chief Abdolnaser 
Hemmati, the only moderate 
in the race, with at least 2.4 
million votes, and conserva-

tive lawmaker Amir Hossein 
Ghazizadeh Hashemi with 
more than one million votes.

The new president will 
take office in August as Iran 
seeks to salvage its tattered 
nuclear deal with major 
powers and free itself from 
punishing US sanctions that 
have driven a sharp economic 
downturn. Iranian diplomats 
have been engaged in talks to 
revive the deal in the Austrian 
capital Vienna.

Al Jazeera’s Dorsa Jab-
bari, reporting from Tehran, 
said that Raisi is on course to 
a landslide victory in an elec-

tion that saw the lowest voter 
turnout in Iran’s history since 
the revolution of 1979.

“How will the new presi-
dent be able to convince the 
public that he can turn things 
around,” Jabbari said, refer-
ring to Iran’s crippled econo-
my that remains the number 
one issue for Iranians.

Hamed Mousavi, political 
science professor at Tehran 
University, said that Raisi is 
taking over at a time of great 
difficulty.

“Iran’s inflation rate is al-
most 50 percent; it’s predict-
ed that the government will 

have a huge budget deficit this 
year,” he told Al Jazeera from 
Tehran.

Mousavi also pointed out 
that Raisi faces a lot of dif-
ficulties from day one. “The 
JCPOA, better known as 
the Iran nuclear deal, is in 
shambles. Negotiations are 
of course taking place [but] 
we’re not anywhere near an 
agreement,” he said.

Even as the votes were 
being counted, Hemmati, the 
only reformist candidate in 
the race, congratulated Raisi 
for winning the election.

“I hope your government, 

under the leadership of Su-
preme Leader Ayatollah Ali 
Khamenei, will bring comfort 
and prosperity to our nation,” 
former central bank chief 
Hemmati said in a letter, state 
media reported on Saturday.

Raisi did not immediately 
acknowledge Hemmati’s con-
cession, nor that of Rezaei, 
who also conceded a loss.

Hashemi explicitly con-
gratulated Raisi. “I congratu-
late … Raisi, elected by the na-
tion,” Hashemi said, quoted by 
Iranian media.

Al Jazeera’s Jabbari said 
that 72-year-old Rouhani met 

Raisi at his office in Tehran to 
congratulate him in person.

In a statement, the Su-
preme Leader also hailed the 
“epic and sensational” par-
ticipation of people in the 
elections, saying they resisted 
foreign pressure and perse-
vered through the threat of 
COVID-19.

“Cherish the opportunity 
to serve the country and the 
people, and always consider 
serving as a motivation,” he 
advised Raisi and other elect-
ed officials on Friday’s elec-
tions without naming anyone.

Friday’s voting was ex-
tended by two hours past the 
original midnight deadline 
amid fears of a low turnout 
of 50 percent or less. Officials 
have yet to release turnout 
figures.

The interior ministry 
meanwhile, refused to con-
firm reports that the num-
ber of void votes exceeded 
Rezaei’s vote haul. If true, 
that would mean for the 
first time in the history of 
the Islamic republic, bad 
votes have finished second 
place.

Many voters chose to stay 
away after the field of some 
600 hopefuls including 40 
women had been winnowed 
down to seven candidates, all 
men, excluding an ex-presi-
dent and a former parliament 
speaker.

16 dead, 22 missing in a week 
after heavy rain batters Nepal

Georgia officials seek to remove 102,000 voters from rolls

Protesters wear flowers to 
mark Suu kyi's 76th birthday

Sri Lanka 
shuffles 
senior health 
official after 
Rajapaksa 
reveals wrong 
COVID-19 
death figures
Colombo, Jun 19 (PTI): 
A senior health official 
in Sri Lanka has been 
transferred after Presi-
dent Gotabaya Rajapaksa 
expressed his unhappi-
ness over not being able 
to ease the COVID-19 re-
strictions in the country 
on June 14 due to presen-
tation of wrong data that 
showed a spike in the 
number of deaths from 
the virus.

Addressing the health 
officials on Friday to an-
nounce the easing of 
travel restrictions from 
June 21 till June 25, Raj-
apaksa said he was plan-
ning to lift the lockdown 
on June 14 but could not 
do so due to the presen-
tation of wrong data on 
COVID-19 deaths. 

In what is being seen 
as a fall out of the Presi-
dent's comments, chief 
epidemiologist Sudath 
Samaraweera, who was 
holding the position of 
the Director of the Epi-
demiology Unit in the 
health ministry since the 
onset of the pandemic 
in the country in March 
2020, has now been 
transferred as the head 
of the dengue fever pre-
vention unit.

Finding fault with the 
compilation of the daily 
COVID-19 death figures, 
Rajapaksa said that his 
decision to ease travel 
restrictions was affected 
by what he called wrong 
data.

I was to open the 
country on June 14. But 
on the 11th, suddenly 
they said 101 had died. 
So everyone got scared. 
I told the intelligence 
services to go house to 
house and verify this 
figure, Rajapaksa told 
health officials.

The President said 
that health authorities 
and intelligence unit af-
ter a thorough investiga-
tion conducted into the 
cause of deaths revealed 
that some of the deaths 
occurred during a four-
month period from Feb-
ruary 6 to June 11 and 
certain deaths had been 
mentioned twice, accord-
ing to a report in Colom-
bo Gazette.

Rajapaksa said that 
only 15 COVID-19 deaths 
had occurred on June 11 
instead of 101.

Sri Lanka has seen 
a massive jump in the 
number of COVID-19 in-
fections since April 15. 
The number of cases 
has gone up by nearly 
150,000 and the death 
toll by over 1,700.

By Friday night, the 
total number of cases 
in the country stood at 
235,413 with only over 
35,000 of them currently 
under treatment. The 
death toll is 2,480.

Lockdown in the form 
of travel restrictions was 
imposed in the country 
since late April.

atlanta, Jun 19 (aP): Geor-
gia's secretary of state is making 
public a list of nearly 102,000 
voters who will be removed 
from the rolls unless they act to 
preserve their registration.

Republican Brad Raffens-
perger announced the list Fri-
day, part of an every-other-year 
bid to remove voters who may 
have died or moved away. The 
state has about 7.8 million vot-
ers and his office said the re-
movals include about 67,000 
voters who submitted a change 
of address form to the US Postal 
Service, and about 34,000 voters 
who had election mail returned.

Voter purges in Georgia be-
came a hot-button issue during 

the 2018 governor's race be-
tween Democrat Stacey Abrams 
and Republican Brian Kemp. 
Secretary of state before being 
elected governor, Kemp oversaw 
aggressive voter purges during 
his tenure.

More than 1.4 million voter 
registrations were cancelled 
in Georgia between 2012 and 
2018.

In the current purge, elec-
tion officials said, cancellation 
notices will be mailed and those 
who respond within 40 days will 
have their registration switched 
back to active. Anyone who is re-
moved could register again.

On a monthly basis, the sec-
retary of state been removing 

voters who were convicted of 
felonies or who died.

Raffensperger said more 
than 18,000 voters were re-
moved last month after Georgia 
concluded they had died based 
on information from Georgia's 
own death registry or from the 
Electronic Registration Infor-
mation Center, a partnership 
among 30 states and the District 
of Columbia. Officials said they 
have no record that any of those 
18,000-plus cast ballots in the 
November 2020 general elec-
tion or the January runoff.

The removals are much 
smaller than the more than 
300,000 voters that Raffens-
perger sought to remove from 

Georgia's registration lists in 
2019. That year, Fair Fight Ac-
tion, a voting rights group 
founded by Abrams, sued to stop 
a portion of the removals.

During the lawsuit, Raffens-
perger agreed to keep 22,000 
voters on the rolls after finding 
it was moving too soon to can-
cel their registrations. A feder-
al judge, though ruled against 
Fair Fight Action's argument 
that Georgia should have to 
keep another 98,000 voters reg-
istered.

In 2019, Georgia purged 
287,000 voters, while nearly 
5,000 either voted or got in 
touch to keep their registration 
from being cancelled.

kathmandu, 19 Jun: 
At least 16 people have 
died, while 22 are still 
missing due to flooding 
and landslide incidents 
in Nepal since Sunday, as 
monsoon rain battered 
the Himalayan nation.

The Ministry of Home 
Affairs has recorded the 
mayhem caused by mon-
soon rain in over half a 
dozen districts where 16 
people, including three 
foreign nationals, have 
lost their lives.

"We are yet to receive 
a report about the dam-
age to the structures and 
properties. The Govern-
ment is now focusing on 

search, rescue, and pro-
viding relief materials 
to those affected. In the 
past one week, since Sun-
day we have recorded 16 
fatalities, 22 reports of 
missing and 11 cases of 
injuries in landslide and 
flooding incidents across 
the country," Janakraj Da-
hal, Spokesperson at the 
Ministry told ANI.

As per the minis-
try, Sindhupalchok and 
Manang Districts have re-
corded damage in terms 
of lives and structures. 
Till Saturday morning, 
Lamjung, Myagdi, Mus-
tang, Manang, Palpa, Ka-
likot, Jumla, Dailekh, Ba-

jura and Bajhang along 
with Sindhupalchok dis-
tricts were the most af-
fected areas due to floods 
and landslide.

Landslides and floods 
kill hundreds in Nepal 
every year during the 
monsoon.

With continuing rain-
fall across the nation, 
various local adminis-
trations have been issu-
ing notices and alerting 
people to remain safe. 
Another hilly district of 
Dolakha, late on Friday 
night, issued a release 
warning people living 
near the Tamakoshi River 
of a possible flash flood.

Issuing a press state-
ment on Friday night, the 
District Administration 
Office (DAO) of Dolakha 
said, "Landslide after a 
heavy rain at Rongxia 
city of Tingri Country 
in Nepal-China border 
point has blocked the 
flow of the river and it is 
likely to witness a flash 
flood in Tamakoshi River 
at any time."

Heavy rains at Rongx-
ia city at Nepal-China 
border point have trig-
gered fears of fresh land-
slide and flash flood in 
the Tamakoshi River.

The DAO has also 
urged people living along 

the Tamakoshi riverbank 
and Nepal-China border 
area to stay alert and 
move to higher ground.

Earlier, meteorolo-
gists of Nepal and other 
South Asian nations had 
predicted that the mon-
soon for the year 2021 
will arrive earlier than 
last year and that Nepal 
and some other Asian 
countries are expected to 
receive normal to above-
normal rainfall.

As per Nepal's Meteo-
rological Forecasting Divi-
sion, the monsoon has al-
ready hit Nepal from June 
1 and it will continue for 
about three months. 

Yangon, 19 Jun [aFP]: 
Anti-coup protesters in 
Myanmar donned flow-
ers in their hair Satur-
day to mark the birth-
day of ousted civilian 
leader Aung San Suu 
Kyi, who remains un-
der house arrest and is 
due to face court again 
next week.

Suu Kyi's elected gov-
ernment was overthrown 
in a February 1 coup that 
sparked mass protests 
and renewed clashes be-
tween the military and 
ethnic rebel armies in 
border regions.

Flowers tucked into 
a bun have long been a 
signature look of Suu Kyi, 
who turns 76 on Satur-
day.

Many replicated the 
floral hairstyle and up-
loaded pictures onto so-
cial media across Myan-

mar on Saturday. Among 
them was Myanmar Miss 
Universe beauty queen 
Thuzar Wint Lwin, who 
wore red flowers in her 
hair and wrote: "May our 
leader be healthy."

In Yangon's north, 
protesters put up posters 
on power lines wishing 
Suu Kyi a happy birthday 
and expressing solidarity. 
"Happy Birthday Mother 
Suu. We are right behind 
you," the signs read.

Some marched with 
black umbrellas and ban-
ners that read "freedom 
from fear" alongside pic-
tures of Suu Kyi.

In the border region 
of Karen state, some 
rebel soldiers were pho-
tographed holding their 
guns and yellow, white 
and purple posies and 
single flowers tucked be-
hind their ears. 
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LEGS FOR DAYS! The former Victoria's Secret model, 
Alessandra Ambrosio, sizzles in an orange blazer and daisy dukes as she 
arrives at The Ivy in L.A.
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Aries:
No two days are alike, Aries. On some days, we feel con-
nected with the stream of creative consciousness in a 
way that adds an element of magic to everything we say 
and do. On other days, even getting out of bed seems 
like a colossal task. The same goes for our spiritual prac-
tices. While we’re able to feel a sense of oneness with 
the divine forces on certains occasions, we struggle with 
the constant chatter of our minds on the others. Should 
that become the reason for your complacency? Anything 
but. Show up for yourself and your faith like never before. 
Something tells us you’re three seconds aways from that 
miracle moment!
Tip: Show up for yourself and your spiritual practice.
Taurus:
We all have that one person we go back to when we’re 
feeling weak and vulnerable. Who is that person in your 
life, Taurus? Does retrograde season have you bend-
ing over backwards for them? It’s time to recognise the 
situation for what it is and reaffirm your boundaries in a 
manner that feels authentic. Remember, we’re not say-
ing they’re a bad person. We’re simply saying they’re not 
good for *you* at this moment.
Tip: Don’t go back to the old ways.
Gemini:
Retrograde season has you reassessing your detrimen-

tal lifestyle patterns and making adjustments wherever 
necessary. For some of you, this may mean adopting the 
yogi life. Read: more movement, more meditation, more 
mindfulness, and high vibrational foods that help detox 
your body. While we all have a guru within who’s guiding 
us at every step along the way, it doesn’t hurt to have a 
teacher as well. Words of wisdom from somebody you 
look upto could help you make monumental changes 
today.
Tip: You’re in the mood to adopt the yogi life.
Cancer:
Cancer, you’ve been surrounded by doom and gloom for 
a long time, and it's killing your mojo. What the cards are 
urging you to do today: shake things up a little. Trans-
mute all of that pain and frustration into the higher vibra-
tions of creativity and joy. It’s time to reclaim your hap-
piness, beautiful. It’s time to create paradise for yourself 
exactly where you are. 
Tip: It’s time to shake things up a little.
Leo:
We all have a sense of who we are and what we’re 
meant to achieve in this lifetime, and this mission be-
comes clearer to us as we go along. What the cards are 
urging you to do today: put pen to paper and allow the 
words to flow. Journaling with a clear intention in mind 
will not only help you gain clarity on your purpose, but 

also follow your ikigai. Some of you may feel inspired to 
share your story on a public platform as well. Stay true to 
who you are, Leo.
Tip: It's time to journal.
Virgo:
We’re so hung up on what tomorrow will bring that we 
forget to honour what this moment is offering us. Pay 
attention to your soul connections, Virgo, as well as the 
romantic ones that are awakening a spark within you. 
Sometimes, flirting like nobody’s watching is the only 
therapy you need! As such, the cards are also emphasis-
ing on the importance of creative visualisation and journ-
aling your intentions. I
Tip: Dream a little dream.
Libra:
There are oh-so-many kinds of love, Libra. As many 
kinds of love as there are people. The we-could-
be-more-but-life-has-other-plans kind of love. The 
timing-was-just-not-right kind of love. The I'm-too-afraid-
to-define-this-relationship kind of love. And, the I-know-
we'll-find-each-other-in-another-lifetime kind of love. 
Today, you're being asked to acknowledge each one of 
these soul connections from your past, present, and fu-
ture. If the thought of what you’ve had to let go of makes 
you feel heavy, allow yourself to grieve and to feel all of 
your emotions in their entirety. Remembering that what 

you’re making space for is far greater than what you’ve 
had to leave behind will help you get through all of this. 
Tip: Allow yourself to grieve.
Scorpio:
We’ve all grown up with all kinds of beliefs about our-
selves. Conditioning that keeps us from being the most 
empowered version of ourselves. Today, you’re being 
asked to sit down with every one of these beliefs, as you 
release them one by one. It’s time to take off that cloak 
of invisibility and come into your own, Scorpio. The world 
deserves to see you in your light and the world deserves 
to see that now.
Tip: It’s time to own your place in the world.
Sagittarius:
Transformation is invisible, Sagittarius. Nobody under-
stands this better than you. Friday finds you looking into 
the rearview mirror somewhat nostalgically and marvel-
ling at the ways in which you have grown. A good way 
to assess your evolution is by noticing the things that no 
longer evoke the emotion of fear within you. 
Tip: It’s time to marvel at all the ways in which you have 
grown!
Capricorn:
Given that we’re still in the midst of retrograde season, 
the energy around you is rather unsettled. Tread with 
caution, Capricorn, and watch your triggers as you have 

been watching your words. If and when you do find your-
self losing your cool, though, step back from the situation 
and look within. The process of introspection will help you 
address deep-seated wounds and transmute the nega-
tive thought patterns.
Tip: Think of your triggers as an invitation to do the inner 
work.
Aquarius:
Spoiler alert: no amount of external validation can 
change how you feel about yourself, Aquarius. 
What the cards are urging you to do today is ad-
dress those deep-seated wounds. The wounds 
that are keeping you from believing in your own 
power and potential. It’s time to bring about an in-
ner revolution, starting today. It’s time to start af-
firming your own magic. 
Tip: It’s time to affirm your own magic.
Pisces:
You haven’t always had a healthy relationship with 
wealth, but that doesn’t mean you can’t change things 
around now. This is a time of addressing those deep-
seated wounds, and transmuring them with the light of 
love. This is a time of remembering that there is more 
than enough to go around, and that the Universe will pro-
vide for both your needs and your wants.Tip: It’s time to 
rethink your relationship with money and success.
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How Kobe Bryant embodied 
the joys of being a Girl Dad

arjun Rampal's new look is dhaakad!

Vin Diesel 
teases Cardi B's 
cameo in F9
The Fast and Furious family has a new 

member joining their ranks, and her name 
is Cardi B. The rapper has a small role in the 
upcoming movie F9, and Vin Diesel exclusive-
ly told E! News that she delivers quite the per-
formance. Vin teased, "What she did was, she 
came into this movie and approached it like a 
thespian and left all of her musical accolades 
at the door."

"She came in to become a character in the 
franchise and as a producer that's what you 
really hope for," he continued. "So, my word 
on Cardi B is that she shined and I'm proud of 
her and I can't wait to incorporate her into the 
finale." Regarding that finale, Vin confirmed 
the latest film is the beginning of the end, but 
he did share, "I'm not necessarily saying it's 
the end of Dom. I'm saying we're wrapping up 
this era for the mythology."

Anna Sawai, Fast & Furious 9, F9 pre-
miere, red carpet fashion

In other words, there's more to come! As 
for what to expect in this movie, there's the 
highly-anticipated moment where the crew 
goes into space. Ludacris told E! News there's 
"so much" that didn't make it into the movie, 
but the scene where they're shot into space def-
initely did and it wasn't the funnest part to film.

Sam Rechner to play pivotal role in Steven 
Spielberg's semi-autobiographical movie

In 2020, Kobe Bryant's legendary Lak-
ers career was behind him, the stats 

safely secured for his eventual inclusion 
in the NBA Hall of Fame, his two numbers 
retired, his five championship rings under 
lock and key. All that was squared away.

But he was still coming into his own 
as a father of four daughters 
when he was killed in a helicop-
ter crash.

Compounding the tragedy, 
his 13-year-old daughter Gianna 
"Gigi" Bryant was with him, as 
were two of her youth basket-
ball league teammates, Alyssa 
Altobelli and Payton Chester, 
Alyssa's parents John and Keri 
Altobelli, and Payton's mom, 
Sarah Chester. All died, along 
with assistant coach Christina 
Mauser and pilot Ara Zobayan, 
and the world—for the most 
part just going about its business 
at the time—stopped to mourn.

For years, Kobe had traveled 
via helicopter the way most 
people hop into their cars and 
drive, the superstar athlete 
turned entrepreneur, author, 
producer and girls basketball coach 
not wanting to waste precious time 
stuck in L.A. traffic. They had been on 
their way to a tournament at the Mam-
ba Sports Academy in Thousand Oaks, 
about 82 miles away from the Bryant 
home in Newport Beach. Gigi's love 
of the game and promising talent had 

served as a bridge back to basketball 
for Kobe, who retired in 2016.  

Within hours after the unbeliev-
able news washed over the Southland, 
the courtyard outside Staples Center 
("the house Kobe Bryant built," as 
Grammys host Alicia Keys put it that 

very night) filled with fans wearing 
their No. 24 and No. 8 jerseys. Flowers, 
candles and other mementos carpeted 
the ground. For days, buildings were 
awash in purple and gold lights, mu-
rals started to appear all over the city, 
and bus signs lit up with "R.I.P. Kobe" 
in between destinations. Meanwhile, 

the tributes online, on TV, on radio, on 
podcasts began, and wouldn't stop for 
weeks.

Amid the reports pouring in as 
Kobe's life was examined from every 
angle—the exalted highs and career-
threatening lows, the triumphant and 

the tumultuous, his awe-inspiring 
skills and his all-too-human flaws—
came an ESPN segment that particu-
larly stood out amid all the rest, one 
that paid tribute to an aspect of Kobe's 
life that both highlighted his best qual-
ities and which countless people could 
actually relate to.

Actor Sam Rechner has been roped 
in to play a key role in veteran 

filmmaker Steven Spielberg's semi-
autobiographical film.

According to Variety, the Austra-
lian actor joins the ensemble cast that 
includes Oscar-nominee Michelle 
Williams, Seth Rogen, Paul Dano, Julia 
Butters and Gabriel LaBelle.

The untitled movie is said to be 
loosely based on Spielberg's child-
hood growing up in Arizona.

The filmmaker co-wrote the 
script with Tony Kushner, who has 
previously worked with him on mov-
ies such as "Munich" and "Lincoln".

Though the plot details are scarce 
at the moment, the film will report-
edly focus on the main character as a 
young child and teen.

The protagonist will be living in 
Phoenix, Arizona, which is where 
Spielberg lived in the late 1950s and 
early 1960s. The film will also exam-
ine the character's relationship with 
his parents and be split across time 
periods.

Dano will be playing a version of 
Spielberg's father, Arnold, while Wil-
liams and Rogen, will play the Oscar-
winning director's mother and uncle, 
respectively.

Each of the characters will have a 
unique voice separate from the real 
people who serve as the inspiration.

The project will be Spielberg's fol-
low-up film to his "West Side Story" 
remake.

He will produce the project with 
Kushner and Kristie Macosko Krieger.

Ooh la la. Hello there, Arjun Rampal. 
The 48-year-old actor plays an interesting 

role in his upcoming movie Dhaakad. While 
Kangana Ranaut plays a Rambo-esque soldier 
in Dhaakad, Arjun Rampal has been cast as a 
villainous antagonist named Rudraveer. Arjun 
Rampal, who wrapped a schedule of the film 
in February, is gearing up for the next one and 
he started the prep with a look change. 

On Friday, Arjun Rampal shared glimpses 
of his new look on Instagram, sending his 
fans into a tizzy. For his role in Dhaakad, Ar-
jun now sports grey hair styled in spikes - his 
black beard adds a dramatic contrast to the 
look.

Arjun Rampal assigned courtesy to ce-
lebrity hairstylist Aamir Hakim for his look. 
Here's what the Dhaakad actor posted on Ins-

tagram: "A challenging part in a film, needs me 
to push the envelope. Thank you my brother 
Aalim Hakim for helping me create that and 
Razneesh Razy Ghai to realise that dream.

In January, Arjun Rampal introduced 
his character from Dhaakad with this post: 
"Boom. Evil has a new name - Rudraveer! 
Super excited to essay an antagonist who is 
dangerous, deadly and cool at the same time! 
Here's my look for Dhaakad."

Earlier this year, the film's team were 
shooting in Madhya Pradesh and they 
wrapped the schedule in February. "Just su-
perb! One of the most amazing team I have 
had the pleasure to work with. Thank you 
guys will miss you till the next schedule. Ru-
draveer is one mad character," Arjun Rampal 
wrote as the schedule wrapped.


