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Slips and slides snap travel on NH10
Summit RepoRt
Kalimpong, 11 Jul:

Sikkim’s lifeline con-
necting it to the rest 

of the country was am-
bushed today by a litter 
of landslides which held 
up traffic through the 
day, forcing detours and 
long delays.

Starting from Gang-
tok, the traditional trou-
ble-spots on NH10 acted 
up starting from 32No 
and then one at the West 
Bengal side of Rangpo.

It was, however, in 
the NH10 section lying 
in West Bengal that the 
bigger disruptions de-
scended.

Early in the morn-
ing, three massive rock 
slides came down at Seti 
Jhora under Kalimpong 
district. The section of 
Kali Jhora was also ankle 
deep in slick slush.

Seti Jhora has devel-
oped as a major head-
ache on the national 
highway and began act-
ing up this season with 
the first wave of strong 
monsoon showers earli-

er this week.
The slip was fero-

cious today, depositing 
debris reaching 25 feet 
high and stretching out 
across at least a 100 feet 
of the road.

Vehicles in the hun-
dreds were stranded on 
either side and the West 
Bengal PWD’s JCB sta-
tioned at the spot could 
not even access the spot 
for most of the day since 
the slide remained active 
till the rains held.

It was only at around 
4PM, after the rain had 
paused and the march of 
shoot stones and slush 
stopped in the zone that 
three excavators were 
pressed into service.

The debris had still 
not been cleared till the 
filing of this report.

PWD AE stationed in 
Kalimpong, Uttam Prad-
han, when contacted, 
said, “It is still not clear 
by when the debris will 
be cleared. We will work 
till night.” 

With working after 
turn to pg02

Roads & Bridges Minister assures 
restoration of roads across State

mangan-Singtam road opens 

Summit RepoRt
Mangan, 11 Jul:

Expressing his deep 
concern over the 

condition of roads in the 
State, Roads and Bridges 
Minister, Samdup Lep-
cha has assured that his 
department will leave no 
stone unturned in main-
taining roads which have 
sustained damages due 
to rainfall and landslides, 
an IPR release informs.

Main line roads of 
all four districts will be 
observed and watched 
closely by the officials of 
Roads and Bridges De-
partment and prompt ac-

tion shall be initiated when 
required, the Minister said.

About the condi-
tion of Rangrang stretch 
(North Sikkim) which 
is in poor condition, Mr 
Lepcha has assured to 
undertake all necessary 
maintenance work as 

quickly as possible.
He has further said 

that temporary road 
maintenance work will 
be undertaken until the 
end of monsoon. Quality 
work will be undertak-
en once the monsoon is 
over, he has assured. 

WANGCHuK BHutiA
Mangan, 11 Jul:

The Mangan-Singtam 
road was opened 

for vehicular traffic this 
morning. It was closed 
earlier due to landslide 
and falling boulders which 

had blocked the bridge at 
4th mile. Vehicles plying 
towards Siliguri, Singtam 
and Gangtok had to travel 
from zero point via Pho-
dong towards Gangtok, 
Singtam and Siliguri. 

As the rain contin-

ues, several vulnerable 
stretches in North Sikkim 
are in danger, requiring 
immediate action.

Since Wednesday, 
heavy rainfall has dis-
rupted power supply in 
North district.

CBI searches at residence of Indira Jaising, offices of Lawyers Collective
New Delhi, Jul 11 (PTI): The CBI 
Thursday searched residences and 
offices of human rights lawyers 
Indira Jaising and her husband 
Anand Grover, and Lawyers Collec-
tive in a case of alleged violation of 
rules in receiving and utilising for-
eign aid, attracting sharp reactions 
from politicians and activists.

The CBI had filed an FIR on 
June 13 against Grover who is the 
president of Lawyers Collective, a 
voluntary group known for raising 
human rights issues in courts of 

India, on the basis of a complaint 
by the Home Ministry that foreign 
aid received by the group was used 
in violation of norms.

“Mr Grover and I are being tar-
geted for the human rights work 
that we have done over the years,” 
Jaising told reporters.

The agency started its search 
operation at five locations in Delhi 
and Mumbai early morning.

At around 5 am, CBI teams 
reached Jaising’s two houses in Ni-
zamuddin, two offices of Lawyers 

Collective and a residence of Grover 
in Mumbai to carry out searches.

“It was alleged in the complaint 
that during the year 2006 to 2014, 
the accused persons entered into 
a conspiracy in Mumbai, Delhi 
and other places with an intent to 
cheat Government of India in the 
matter of misusing and diverting 
foreign contribution received by 
the Mumbai-based NGO (Lawyers 
Collective),” a CBI spokesperson 
said in a statement.

turn to pg02

12 student 
activists 
arrested 
during anti-
govt protests 
in Nepal
Kathmandu, Jul 11 (PTI): 
Nepalese police arrested 
a dozen student activists 
belonging to the Nepal 
Students’ Union - the 
student wing of the op-
position Nepali Congress 
Party - Thursday for tak-
ing out anti-government 
rallies here.

The NSU staged pro-
tests in different parts of 
Kathmandu against the 
government’s decision to 
test pesticides in vegeta-
bles and fruits imported 
from India.

The government ear-
lier decided to test pesti-
cides on imported fruits 
and vegetables. However, 
it withdrew the decision 
for the time being citing 
lack of chemical testing 
facilities at the border 
entry points.
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Classifieds

UrgeNTLy reqUIreD: 
Urgent Recruitment for a waiter 

with atleast 3 years experience and 
one kitchen helper. Contact: Hotel 

Paramount, Dentam, West Sik-
kim- 9735909625 / 8348285444

WANTeD 
HOUSEKEEPER/BABYSITTER . 

Contact:  9933443442/9800500696.
geNerAL INforMATIoN

This is for general information of all concerned 
that Hotel Parasol Residency, Panihouse, Deorali 
East Sikkim shall remain closed for a period of 
six months for carrying out necessary repairs. 
All concerned tour operators and clients are 
requested to refrain from booking or deal with 
any sort with regard to Hotel Parasol Residency, 
Panihouse, Deorali, East Sikkim.

Mr. Subash Lama
Proprietor

Hotel Parasol Residency,
 Panihouse, Deorali, East Sikkim

BUILDINg for SALe
A 5 storied building with 3 floor completed hav-
ing a land area of 30x70  at DABUWA, Melli road 
(2km from Namchi) is for sale. Rate reasonable. 
Interested party please contact: 6296370905, 
9733284142, 8597088755.

PLoT for SALe: 
Vacant plot measuring 0.38 Acres for 
sale at Amdo Golai, Deorali. Contact: 

09717191985/097474651223

Four & half Storied building on SALE, behind Hotel 
Agarwal at Pani House, Gangtok, East Sikkim. In-
terested parties may also buy flats – 2 flats – 1650 
sq.ft , 1 Flat – 1186 sq.ft & 1 Flat on top (1 & half)- 
3000 sq.ft. Contact: -9434751150

GHeWA
The Ghewa (Antayasti Kriya) of my beloved husband 
late Ashok Lama (Ex-Panchyat) Son of late Pema Ta-
mang who left for heavenly 
abode on 23rd June, 2019 
falls on 14th July, 2019.

All relatives, family, 
friends and well wishers are 
requested to join us in offer-
ing prayers for the departed 
soul at our residence at Up-
per Syari, Kopibari, below 
Deorali Khadi, Gangtok, East 
Sikkim. We also express our gratitude to all those 
who stood by us during our time of bereavement. 

Mrs. Phigu Tamang (Wife) : 9832469895.       
 Mr Tshring Chopel Tamang: 7908416933
Mr. Dilip Tamang (Brother): 9002624755
Mr B M Tamang (Brother): 9002775011

Mr M B Rai (Bother in law) : 9851926384 
Mr BB Tamang (Brother)

dark is not advisable at this stretch, commuting on 
NH10 remains uncertain.

And then there are other worries along the nation-
al highway. Landslides were reported at 29th Mile, 
Liku Bhir and Bhotey Bhir stretches of NH 10. 

Between the Sevoke Police Outpost and Corona-
tion Bridge, there were two slides which held up traf-
fic for eight hours on Thursday. 

Slips and slides...

He said foreign contribution to the tune of Rs 
32.39 crore was received in the account of the NGO 
and the accused misutilised a sizable amount of the 
foreign contributions received in Lawyers Collective’s 
account, thereby violating the provisions of FERA 
2010.

The CBI action on Thursday also evoked sharp re-
actions from politicians, activists and lawyers.

“While the law must take its course, brazen target-
ing of well known and respected senior advocates by 
the government via its agencies raises serious ques-
tions about its intentions,” CPI(M) general secretary 
Sitaram Yechury said in a tweet.

A statement from opposition MPs termed the ac-
tion as the “latest in a long line of coercion and in-
timidation” of Jaising and Grover which was “nothing 
short of a brute show of intimidation as well as gross 
abuse of power”.

The letter was signed by MPs from the Congress, 
TMC, SP, CPI and CPI(M).

It further said that the two who were well known 
for their “pioneering work” in the field of human 
rights had fully cooperated with authorities.

Noted Supreme Court lawyer-activist Prashant 
Bhushan also criticised the searches, terming them an 
act of vendetta.

“CBI raids at residence of Indira Jaising and Anand 
Grover in case of alleged misuse of foreign funding to 
their NGO is a clear act of vendetta. Registration of 
cases and raids by government agencies has now be-
come the way of government to harass and intimidate 
opponents,” he tweeted.

A voluntary group Human Rights Defenders Alert 
India (HRDA) strongly condemned the action, saying 
it was intimidation of the lawyer couple and other 
rights activists.

“Such actions by the government are contrary to 
its pledge at the UN Human Rights Council and its 
obligations and commitments under several interna-
tional human rights treaties and declarations,” it said.

The raids being conducted by the CBI are nothing 
but a vendetta, brazen abuse of power and exemplary 
show of vindication, sending out a message about the 
repercussions of dissent against the government in 
power, it said.

It said that there was unjustified use of power 
against two of the most notable figures, which protect 
and preserve constitutional values and the foresight 
of its framers.

The group said the searches are nothing more than 
a shameful show of power and another technique of 
the government to ensure coercive compliance, throt-
tling dissent and activism in the Indian democracy.

A statement from around 200 eminent citizens 
circulated by ‘Sahmat’, another civil society group, 
said the “reprisal” against Lawyers Collective began 
in 2016 by suspending their FCRA license, which was 
then challenged in the Bombay High Court which is 
currently pending.

It asked the government to immediately stop acts 
of intimidation and harassment against Grover, Jaising 
and Lawyers Collective.

“The criminal charges against Lawyers Collective 
be immediately withdrawn pending the decision of 
the Bombay High Court. Misuse of the country’s laws 
and the state machinery against human rights defend-
ers should come to an end,” the statement signed by 
citizens including M K Raina, Jayati Ghosh, Irfan Habib 
said.

It also asked the National Human Rights Commis-
sion of India take cognisance of the matter and take 
immediate action under the Protection of Human 
Rights Act 1993 (PHRA), including a review of the 
FCRA under Section 12 (d) of the PHRA.

CBi searches...

Agri minister returns from 
Agricultural ministers Conference 
Summit RepoRt
gangtok, 11 Jul:

Agriculture Minister, 
Lok Nath Sharma 

reached Siliguri after 
attending the State Ag-
ricultural Ministers Con-
ference held at New Del-
hi on 08 July. The Minis-
ter informed that Union 
Minister for Agriculture 
& Farmers Welfare, Na-
rendra Singh Tomar has 
expressed his desire to 
visit Sikkim during the 
“Buyers & Sellers Organ-
ic Meet” that will be tak-
ing place in the month of 
September this year, as 
per an IPR press release.

Mr Sharma has ex-
pressed his gratitude 
to Chief Minister, Prem 
Singh Tamang (Golay), 
for giving him the op-
portunity to represent 
the State at the National 
Level as the Agricultural 
Minister of the State.

He informed that in 
the Conference, Sikkim 
was the first to speak, 
wherein he presented 
and discussed various 
issues of the state with 
regard to the agricultural 
sector and sought sup-
port from the Union Gov-

ernment. 
Mr Sharma sought 

the support of the Union 
Government in creating 
rainwater harvesting 
tanks in the villages of 
Sikkim and for establish-

ing Central Government 
Institutions in the State 
for research work in 
farming. 

The Minister submit-
ted a Project to the Union 
Government to set up a 

National Level Integrated 
Project at Karfectar. 

The Union Minister 
highlighted the Green 
Economy of Sikkim and 
said that farmers of oth-
er states should also visit 

Sikkim and learn about 
the Green Economy. For 
this purpose, he encour-
aged the State to estab-
lish training centres for 
farmers and officers in 
the State. 

The Agriculture 
Union Minister has as-
sured that all support 
will be provided to im-
prove the agricultural 
sector of Sikkim. 

The Conference was 
also attended by the 
State Agriculture & Hor-
ticulture Secretary and 
CEO Green Economy, Dr 
Anbalagan. 

While in Delhi, Mr 
Sharma also called on the 
Union Minister for Infor-
mation & Broadcasting, 
Prakash Javadekar and 
the Union Secretary and 
discussed the setting up 
of Doordarshan Kendra 
in Sikkim, with imme-
diate effect, so that Sik-
kim’s progress and tour-
ism can be highlighted 
worldwide, the release 
mentions.

Mr Sharma also met 
the Union Minister for 
Animal Husbandry and 
Livestock and introduced 
mission “White Revolu-

tion” that enhances and 
improves milk produc-
tion in the State. 

The Minister met 
Managing Director IFF-
CO and discussed mat-
ters pertaining to the 
processing of organic 
commodities. IFFCO 
will soon be establish-
ing Organic Process-
ing Unit at Majhitar 
in collaboration with 
the State Government 
that enhances the pro-
duction of ginger, tur-
meric, cardamom and 
buckwheat and pro-
vides market access to 
the state’s farmers.

The Minister further 
informed that Fasal Bima 
Yojna will soon be imple-
mented in Sikkim under 
which farmers will be 
provided pension at the 
rate of Rs 6000 and com-
pensation will be pro-
vided to farmers for any 
kind of loss. 

Mr Sharma also called 
on DONER Minister, Ji-
tendra Singh and assured 
support to bring im-
provement in roadways, 
water supply as well as 
in the farming sector of 
the State.

SKm press and media meeting 
held at martam Rumtek

Summit RepoRt
gangtok, 11 Jul:

Sikkim Krantikari Mor-
cha Press & Media 

team conducted a meet-
ing with Social Media of 
Martam-Rumtek Con-

stituency at Marchak, 
party office in presence of 
DR Giri (CLC president), 
Prince David Rai (CLC gen-
eral secretary) and many 
other party functionaries, 
a press release informs.

The meeting was at-
tended by Birendra Tam-
ling, Navraj Gurung, BP 
Bhandari, Avisek Shar-
ma, Ranjana Pradhan 
and Nabin Dahal.

During the meeting 

many issues were dis-
cussed and grievances 
shared. The meeting was 
focused on the upcom-
ing by-election for Mar-
tam-Rumtek Constituen-
cy, the release mentions. 

Landslides hit normal life in Arunachal

Itanagar, Jul 11 (PTI): Land-
slides, triggerred by incessant 
rains over the past couple of days 
in, have disrupted road communi-
cation in several parts of Arunachal 
Pradesh and hit normal life, official 
sources said Thursday.

The Bhalukpong-Chardu-
ar-Tawang road in West Kameng 
district had remained closed for 
the fifth day on Thursday due 
to massive landslides at several 
stretches of the road.

The district administration has 
advised commuters to avoid trav-

elling through the road and to take 
a detour through the Orang-Kalak-
tang-Shergaon-Rupa-Tenga (OKS-
RT) road, the sources said.

The Lower Dibang Valley dis-
trict is on the verge of getting cut 
off from the rest of the state after 
several stretches of the Roing-Ani-
ni Road were damaged due to 
landslides, an official report said.

The report also said that 
the road between Ruksin and 
Mirem-Bilat area in East Siang dis-
trict has been cut off after the Sille 
river washed away the abutment of 

the Niglok Bailey Bridge Wednes-
day and flood water damaged 16 
houses in Ngorlung village.

Landslides and flash floods due 
to heavy downpour have wreaked 
havoc in the capital complex too.

The traffic along national 
highway-415 between Itanagar 
and Naharlagun was halted due 
to overflow of rainwater over the 
road, another official report said.

The water level in Pare river is 
on the rise, forcing residents on both 
banks to evacuate to safer places, a 
report from Doimukh said.
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CapitalTIMES

offICe of THe CHIef SeCreTAry
goVerNMeNT of SIKKIM

GANGtoK
No. 257/CS/SK/2019                  Dated: 08.07.2019

CIrCULAr
This is for the general information of the public that preparations are going 
on for the ensuing Budget Session of the Sikkim Legislative Assembly. Conse-
quently, the Hon’ble Chief Minister will be engaged w.e.f. 8th July, 2019 to 12th 
July,2019. Hence, it is to inform, with regret, that the Hon’ble Chief Minister will 
not be available to meet the public during the aforementioned period.

Sd/-
(Alok.K.Shrivastave, IAS)

Chief Secretary, Sikkim.

SPyf releases third edition of 
Naya Drishtikon magazine

SAGAR CHettRi
gangtok, 11 Jul: 

The third edition of 
quarterly bilingual 

literary magazine Naya 
Drishtikon by Sikkim 
Progressive Youth Fo-
rum [SPYF] was re-
leased here at Press 
Club of Sikkim on 
Thursday. The function 
was chaired by poet and 
writer, Tika Bhai, along 
with senior litterateur 
of Sikkim, Bijay Kumar 
Subba and senior jour-
nalist and satirist, Bhim 
Rawat as special guests.

The function also wit-
nessed poetry recitation 
by young poets of Pro-
gressive Students Liter-
ary Club, Soreng, West 
Sikkim. Mary Hangma 
Subba, Bhawana Shar-
ma, Mandira Rawat, 
Roji Rawat, Milan Rai, 
Nima Lhamu Tamang, 
Istuti Chettri and NB 
Ghimire recited their 
respective poems.

Editor of the maga-
zine, Shankar Sharma 
mentioned that SPYF 
started this quarterly bi-
lingual literary magazine 
in Nepali and English 
two years back but failed 

to publish it every three 
months due to certain 
reasons. However, he ex-
pressed his commitment 
to give continuity by 
publishing the next three 
issues with better and 
more content. 

The magazine talks 
about different issues 
of the society and pro-
vides a platform to 
young progressive lit-
terateurs, he added.  

“We cannot change 
the society immediate-

ly but it is important for 
us to continue with 
our works,” said Bi-
jay Bhai. He appreci-
ated young poets of 
Progressive Students 
Literary Club, Soreng 
and encouraged them 
to continue to write.

Likewise, Bijay Ku-
mar Subba stressed that 
progressive literature, 
thoughts and people are 
needed in the present so-
ciety. He stated that pro-
gressive literature and 

thoughts should reach 
every person in order to 
lead the society towards 
progress. 

Bhim Rawat appreci-
ated the work and initia-
tives of SPYF members 
for the betterment of 
society. He also congrat-
ulated and extended best 
wishes for the release of 
the third edition of the 
magazine and further 
assured to provide all 
possible support to the 
magazine. 

He encouraged SPYF 
members to take the 
magazine to new heights 
and motivate young writ-
ers of the State. He also 
congratulated young 
poets of Progressive 
Students Literary Club, 
Soreng and encouraged 
them to continue con-
tributing towards soci-
ety.

Earlier, the function 
started with the welcome 
address by SPYF mem-
ber, Rupen Karki.

High Level Implementation Committee on 
Strengthening Power Distribution Scheme meets

gangtok, 11 Jul (IPr): 
The fifth meeting of the 
High Level Implementa-
tion Committee (HLIC) 
on Implementation of the 
“Comprehensive Scheme 
for the Strengthening 
of the Transmission & 
Distribution system in 
Sikkim” was conduct-
ed at Conference Hall 
of Tashiling Secretariat, 
Gangtok today.

The meeting was 
chaired by Minister, MN 
Sherpa, Energy and Pow-
er and Labour, Chairman 
of the HLIC along with In-
dependent Director (PG-
CIL), TT Dorjee, PCE Cum 
Secretary, KB Kunwar, 
Secretary Land Revenue 
& Disaster Management, 
Ambika Pradhan, Princi-
pal Secretary cum PCCF, 
ML Srivastava, PCE 1, 
AB Rai, PCE II, PT Bhu-
tia, other officials and 
one representatives 
from all districts.

Minister, Mr Sherpa, 
Energy and Power and 
Labour, Chairman of the 
HLIC welcomed all the 
officials and shared his 
views about the project 
that is being implement-
ed for the strengthen-
ing of overall Trans-
mission & Distribution 

system in Sikkim.
Minister said that in 

order to ensure timely 
completion of the proj-
ect, there should be 
active participation be-
tween Departments such 
as Forest, Land Revenue 
& Disaster Management 
in coordination with the 
Energy and Power De-
partment. He also em-
phasized that this project 
will boost localization by 
providing extensive and 
intensive electrification 
in every nook and corner 
of the State.

The Minister further 
urged all the officials to 
work together collec-
tively with the locals and 
the Powergrid to take 
all the safety measures 
in consideration during 
construction work and 
the process of the com-
pensation bill raised by 
the districts Authority on 
urgent basis.

Minister also request-
ed the Secretary, Land 
Revenue Department to 
increase the number of 
BLOs in all the districts 
to expedite the process of 
assessment and billing.

TT Dorjee, Indepen-
dent Director (PGCIL) 
said that the project is 

being funded by the Gov-
ernment of India. He stat-
ed that after the survey 
was complete, the project 
was envisaged and was 
approved and sanctioned 
which took a long time to 
complete and the various 
issues were highlighted 
during the presentation.

He requested all the 
Head of the departments 
who were present to 
make a co-ordinated ap-
proach to try to complete 
the project as soon as 
possible, as the further 
it is delayed the cost of 
the project would rise up. 
He further gave a detail 
report about the funding 
for the projects and re-
vised cost estimate that 
is being held up in MoU 
in the current scenario.

Later the programme 
continued with a power 
presentation in which 
discussion on agenda 
on the latest updates 
of projects, progress of 
acquisition/ purchase 
of land for implementa-
tion of the projects and 
the status of various 
transmission lines were 
discussed.

The programme 
concluded by a vote of 
thanks given by AB Rai. 

A draw and a win at U-17 League
Summit RepoRt
gangtok, 11 Jul: 

Dzongu Football Club 
and JVC Football Club 

of Singtam shared a one 
point each after they 
played out a 1-1 draw at 
the ongoing Sikkim Foot-
ball Association U-17 

Football League 2019 
here at Paljor Stadium on 
Thursday. 

Palzor Tamang 
scored a goal for Dzongu 
FC, while a goal for JVC 
FC was scored by Sashil 
Subba.

Also today, Sikkim 

Boys outplayed Chu-
jachen Football Acade-
my 2-0 to secure three 
points in the league. 
Abinash Rai and Suraj 
Limboo contributed 
a goal each towards 
the victory for Sikkim 
Boys. 

Vivid Kala Academy to host grand 
World Photography Day  observation

Summit RepoRt
gangtok, 11 Jul: 
Vivid Kala Academy has 
announced plans to cele-
brate World Photography 
Day 2019 with a photog-
raphy competition and 
exhibition in collabora-
tion with the Press Club 
of Sikkim and Journalists 
Union of Sikkim on 19 
August in Gangtok. 

The theme for the pho-
tography contest is ‘Land, 
Flora, Fauna and People at 
the Foothills of Himalayas’ 
and is open to all. 

This was announced by 
VKA president, Kiran Rasaily, 
while addressing a press 
conference here today.

Mr Rasaily informed 
that the organisation has 
been celebrating this day 
since 2012. 

“This year is the 
180th year of the inven-
tion of the modern pho-
tography. So, we have 
decided to celebrate the 
World Photography Day 
in grand manner this 
year,” he said. 

He pointed out that 
nowadays everyone has a 
camera [in their phones] 
and to take photographs 
was easier, but VKA was 
insisting on making 
photographs and resur-
recting the craft and art 
involved. 

Speaking on the pho-
tography exhibition, 
Mr Rasaily mentioned 
that interested photog-
raphers should send 
16x20 inch photo prints 
along with a soft copy in 
CD or on mail. 

The 24 best photo-
graphs will be shortlisted 
and awarded cash prizes 
and certificates. All en-
tries will receive partici-
pating certificates.

“All entries will be 
displayed at an exhibi-
tion in Gangtok on the 
World Photography Day 
on 19 August and then 
the exhibition will be 
taken to schools and oth-
er parts of the State for 
a week,” Mr Rasaily said. 
The last date to send the 
entries is 10 August.

Interested photog-
raphers can contact Mr 
Rasaily at 9475301797 
and krasaily7@gmail.
com or Bhim Rawat on 
9832376668 and rawat-
bhim73@gmail.com for 
further details.

Ayodhya dispute: SC seeks fresh 
status report on mediation 
proceedings within a week

New Delhi, Jul 11 (PTI): 
The Supreme Court 
Thursday sought a report 
on the “progress of medi-
ation” in the politically 
sensitive case of Ram 
J a n m a b h o o m i - B a b r i 
Masjid land dispute in 
Ayodhya and said a day-
to-day hearing may com-
mence from July 25 if the 
court decides to conclude 
those proceedings.

A five-judge consti-
tution bench headed 
by Chief Justice Ranjan 
Gogoi requested former 
apex court judge Jus-
tice (Retd) F M I Kali-
fulla, chairperson of the 
three-member media-
tion panel, to apprise it 
by July 18 the progress 
of mediation till date and 
its present stage. “It will 
be convenient to have the 
said report latest by July 
18, on which date further 
orders will be passed 
by this court,” said the 
bench, also comprising 
justices S A Bobde, D 
Y Chandrachud, Ashok 
Bhushan and S A Nazeer.

“We also make it clear 
that if this court comes to 
a conclusion that, having 
regard to the report of 
Justice F M I Kalifulla, the 
mediation proceedings 
should be ordered to be 
concluded, the court will 
do so and order for com-
mencement of the hear-
ing of the appeals before 
it, tentatively, on and 
from July 25, which hear-
ings, if required, will be 
conducted on day-to-day 
basis,” the bench said.

It passed the order 
while hearing an applica-
tion filed by a legal heir 
of one of the original lit-
igants, Gopal Singh Vis-
harad, seeking a judicial 
decision on the dispute 
and conclusion of the 
mediation process, al-
leging that nothing much 
was happening there.

“Taking into account 
the earlier orders passed 
by this court; the fact that 
mediation was suggested 
by this court during the 
period of time which 
was otherwise required 
to make cases/appeals 

ready for hearing and the 
contents of I.A (interim 
appliction)..., we deem it 
proper to request Justice 
F M I Kalifulla to inform 
this court the progress 
of mediation till date 
and the stage at which 
the said process is pres-
ently at,” the court said 
and posted the matter 
for hearing on July 18 
for passing appropriate 
orders. The panel, also 
comprising spiritual 
guru and founder of the 
Art of Living foundation 
Sri Sri Ravishankar and 
senior advocate and re-
nowned mediator Sri-
ram Panchu, was granted 
time till August 15 by the 
apex court for comple-
tion of mediation after 
its earlier report had said 
that the mediators were 
“optimistic” about an 
amicable solution.

During the hearing on 
Thursday, senior advo-
cate K Parasaran, appear-
ing for the applicant, said it 
was probably very difficult 
to settle a dispute of this na-
ture through mediation and 
sought judicial decision on 
the vexatious dispute. “As 
the highest court, your lord-
ships have the authority to 
dispose of the matter if you 
so intend,” Parasaran told 
the bench

He was supported by 
senior advocate Ranjit 
Kumar, appearing for de-
ity ‘Ram Lalla Virajman’, 
who said that they had 
earlier also opposed the 
reference of the matter 
to a mediation panel.

Senior Advocate Ra-
jeev Dhavan, appearing 
for a Muslim party, op-
posed the plea for annul-
ment of mediation pro-
cess, saying it should be 
allowed to continue and 
asked whether the fresh 
plea has been filed to “in-
timidate” them.

“I do not think it is fair 
at this point of the time 
to criticise the method-
ology of the committee,” 
he said, adding, “Our un-
derstanding is that the 
committee has met peo-
ple jointly and then also 
individually.” 

Initiatives for press freedom should not be 
agenda-driven, warn Indian media delegation

ADITI KHANNA
London, Jul 11 (PTI): Any 
initiatives aimed at strength-
ening media freedom around 
the world should be focused 
on deepening the democratic 
traditions and steer clear of 
being agenda driven, senior 
media representatives from 
India said here on Thurs-
day. A three-member Indian 
media delegation, including 
Prasar Bharati Chairman Dr 
A Surya Prakash, Rajya Sabha 
MP and journalist Swapan 
Dasgupta, and journalist and 
political analyst Kanchan 
Gupta, are in the UK to attend 
the first Global Conference 
for Media Freedom co-host-
ed by the UK and Canadian 
governments.

“All initiatives for 
strengthening media 
freedom are welcome 
across the world but the 
only aim should be deep-
ening democratic tradi-
tions,” Prakash told PTI 
on the sidelines of the 
conference.

“India is not only the 
world’s largest but also 
the most vibrant democ-

racy. Such a democratic 
environment provides a 
natural vent for all opin-
ions and views,” he said.

Making a specific ref-
erence to a 2019 World 
Press Freedom Index 
which had placed India 
at 140th position out of 
around 180 countries, 
the Prasar Bharati chief 
questioned the analysis 
behind such an index.

He said: “Some of the 
countries placed ahead 
of India are not even de-
mocracies; there are some 
non-democracies or quasi 
democracies on that list. 
“To put such nations way 
ahead of India smacks of 
some kind of an agenda in 
the preparation of the list 
itself. We are not further-
ing the cause of democra-
cy by running India down 
this way. Being the world’s 
biggest democracy, press 
and media freedom is a di-
rect by-product as a result 
in India.”

He also highlighted 
some facts and figures 
on the “media boom” in 

India over the last 20 
years as a sign of the vi-
brancy of democracy in 
the country. In reference 
to the print media, the 
circulation of daily news-
papers and periodicals 
stood at 53 million in 
1990 and jumped to 430 
million in 2018. The daily 
print order of newspa-
pers stood at 22.6 million 
in 1990 and went up to 
242 million in 2018.

A crucial factor 
unique to India, he point-
ed out, was that all these 
print media publications 
are published in dozens 
of languages because 
India has an estimated 
121 languages and 270 
dialects up and down the 
country.

As for the broadcast 
segment, the number of 
television homes was at 
80 million in 2002 and 
last year it shot up to 197 
million and in terms of 
radio, the number of FM 
channels in 2008 stood 
at 210, which has risen to 
324 in 2018.  
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Avoid the Babel Syndrome
Resuscitate languages and 

the rest will follow

One of the more encouraging signs when it 
comes to the vibrancy of languages is to see 

the young make lists in the mother tongues. It is a 
rarity, because even speakers of the lingua franca 
nowadays take notes in English and they are al-
ready conversing on the smartphones in emojis. 
The worry then is that the mother  tongue, the 
language they would  be expected to be the most 
fluent in when conveying emotions and ideas, 
has now become the formal language – some-
thing they can write exams in or  maybe use 
to speak with elders, but cannot joke or share 
ideas in. So, when the mother tongue becomes 
the language of casual conversations and spon-
taneous note-taking, it becomes a special mo-
ment, underlining a community’s success at 
keeping their culture alive because no culture 
can survive once its language is lost. 

In fact, a major concern exists in communities 
all over the world over the preservation of native 
languages and cultures. While earlier, indigenous 
communities could rely on traditional education-
al systems to ensure their cultural survival, this 
support system does not exist anymore. Earli-
er, the language would get passed down around 
kitchen fires and along with it would slip through 
the essence of ethnic cultures and traditions. As 
Sikkim grows more cosmopolitan, outside influ-
ences have edged out this form of education. The 
formal education system which includes many in-
digenous/ local languages in its curriculum does 
not include the subtlety with which cultures were 
instinctively fostered earlier. At best, the schools 
can equip the students with the language, which 
they should then utilise to learn. Unlike the pres-
ent trend where the learning curve ends with the 
schooling years, the learning should in fact begin 
once the basics of a language have been picked up 
and then should launch the process of mastering 
it. This becomes necessary because indigenous 
languages are finding fewer and fewer people us-
ing them anymore and the few who have mastered 
the tongue need to record whatever it is they can 
cull from the older generation so that some ele-
ment of their identity survives the march of time. 
In fact, this is one aspect of the cultural revivalism 
afoot all over the Hills that needs to be paid more 
attention to. 

While it is all too easy to play the role of the 
victimised and collect sympathy, it is in proving 
real concern and engagement that the Hill com-
munities are failing. This applies not just to the 
minority Lepchas and Bhutias of the Hills but also 
the Nepalese. It needs no reiteration that language 
is the link to identity. It is the language that keeps 
cultures alive. The nuances of each language high-
light the influence of the past which shapes the 
present of individual communities. That said, let’s 
look at the state of ethnic languages among the 
speakers themselves. When a language is being 
taught in school, it has to mean more than just 
a medium of communication. It has to become 
the tool of learning and discovery. One does not 
know whom to blame here, but few in Sikkim 
have proven that they can deploy their language 
skills for this purpose.

Blame it on the influence of television or now 
access to affordable broadband which has wiped 
out the reading habit or the confusion of being 
exposed to too many languages [Nepali, English, 
Hindi and the mother tongue, in Sikkim’s case], 
but fact remains that we are grooming a gener-
ation of students who are not proficient in any 
language. We are talking here in terms of reading, 
understanding and writing. Anyone can commu-
nicate, but a student is expected to do better.

The previous generation has to shoulder most 
of the blame. They relied too much on tokenism. A 
language day here, a smattering of language skills 
there and they thought they had done enough. 
They were wrong. A language has to become rele-
vant to survive. It can be made relevant if import-
ant and interesting books are written in that lan-
guage, if popular music uses it. Just look around, 
how many interesting books can a lay person find 
in Bhutia or Lepcha which is not available in other 
languages. Even Nepali language essentially sur-
vives only as the lingua franca. To prove the point - 
can anyone recall the last work in fiction in Nepali 
which was a runaway hit that everyone wanted to 
read and possess? Fact remains, we are wiping out 
our cultures because we are not serious enough 
about our languages.

Mexican president López obrador 
has a woman problem

UK ambassador leaks: Donald Trump’s reaction to 
Kim Darroch’s criticism reeks of double standards

LUIS GóMEz ROMERO & MARíA DE LA 
MACARENA IRIBARNE GONzáLEz
theconversation.com

After the leftist firebrand Andrés Manuel López 
Obrador won the Mexican presidency in a land-

slide last year, he vowed to “govern for all, starting 
with the poor.”

In Mexico, “the poor” includes many women, 
who earn 34% less than men for doing the same 
job. Women in Mexico also face incessant catcalling 
and extremely high rates of violence. With 1,199 
women murdered in Mexico between January and 
April this year – about 10 a day – Mexico is Latin 
America’s second-most dangerous country for wom-
en, after Brazil, according to the United Nations.

As a presidential candidate, López Obrador 
spoke about the challenges facing women in Mex-
ico. His campaign even acknowledged that domes-
tic abuse and poverty are particularly prevalent 
among indigenous women, and pledged to help 
them, too.

López Obrador’s administration has not, how-
ever, made women’s rights a priority. Instead, it 
has been rolling back some the few federal policies 
designed to protect and empower Mexican women.
WoMeN IN THe WorKPLACe

Under austerity measures meant to curb public 
spending, López Obrador in February ended an in-
ternationally lauded daycare program that allowed 
low-income families to sign up for government-subsi-
dized childcare close to their workplace or home.

Rather than pay subsidies to this network of 
private daycare facilities, the Mexican government 
will now give vouchers worth about US$80 every 
two months directly to families.

The new policy will give parents more 
choice in their childcare, the Mexican govern-
ment says. Each family may now decide wheth-
er to send their children to daycare or pay “a 
sister, an aunt or a grandma,” López Obrador said 
in a Feb. 7 press conference.

López Obrador, who remains popular six 
months into his six-year term, additionally ex-
plained his decision to end government-subsidized 
daycare by saying the program was corrupt.

Several private daycare centers that benefit 
from government subsidies have been involved in 
high-profile child abuse scandals or shown to have 
unsafe facilities. In 2009 ABC Daycare in Hermosil-
lo, Sonora state, caught fire, killing 49 children.

Lopez Obrador blamed these problems on cor-
ruption among government and private-sector 
middlemen, who pocketed cash meant to serve 
children. He says that by removing the intermedi-
aries to give money directly to families, the oppor-
tunity for corruption is eliminated.

Public corruption is rampant in Mexico. But 
there’s no evidence that the childcare program suf-
fered particularly from abuse of public funds.

In fact, Mexico’s subsidized childcare network, 
which has served 2 million children since it was 
established in 2007, has been quite successful in 
enabling more women to work outside the home.

According to a 2017 government evaluation, the 
daycare network had relieved 1,825,394 parents of 
childcare duties for 34 hours a week over the past 
decade. A significant percentage of the commu-
nities served by the daycare network were either 
very poor or home to a predominately indigenous 
population, according to the U.N., and women were 
the primary beneficiaries.
UNeqUAL DoMeSTIC LABorS

Women’s groups and human rights organiza-
tions in Mexico responded to the termination of the 
daycare program – and to the president’s sugges-
tion that female relatives could care for Mexico’s 
children – with outrage.

In a joint statement released Feb. 11, 17 civil 
society organizations said the new policy would 
“strengthen gender streotypes” and “promote dis-
crimination and gender inequality.” The groups 
reminded the president that women do 70% of all 
domestic work in Mexico and that grandmothers 
already care for 50% of all young children not in 
their parents’ care.

Mothers who used government subsidized day-
care were 18% more likely to have gotten a job 
between 2007 and 2017 compared to those who 
did not receive government-subsidized childcare, 
according to a government program evaluation.

Even so, Mexico still has the second-lowest fe-
male participation in the workforce among devel-
oped countries, behind Turkey. Only four out of 10 
women are employed outside the home.

The López Obrador administration has re-
sponded to this criticism with indignance.

After Mexico’s National Human Rights Commis-
sion ruled that ending the daycare program violated 
the constitutional rights of Mexican women and chil-
dren, a government official sought to discredit the 
independent government agency as a partisan entity.

Deputy Secretary of Human Development Ari-
adna Montiel Reyes called the organization’s posi-
tion an “unacceptable aberration” orchestrated by 
López Obrador’s political opponents and accused 
the commission of complicity with “atrocities” 
committed by previous administrations.

This is the first time the Mexican federal gov-
ernment has challenged the legitimacy of the hu-
man rights commission since its creation as a gov-
ernment watchdog in 1992.
TAKINg oUT THe MIDDLeMAN

The elimination of public daycare was infuri-

ating to López Obrador supporters who expect-
ed the president to promote a more progressive 
gender agenda.

So when the president announced in March 
that his administration would additionally slash 
funding for women’s shelters and instead give the 
money directly to victims of domestic violence, the 
backlash was immediate and fierce.

Worldwide, women are most likely to be mur-
dered by a male partner and may be unsafe in their 
own homes, making shelters a vital sanctuary.

The number of Mexican women stabbed or 
strangled at home rose 54% between 2012 and 
2016. In March 2019, the same month the cuts 
were announced, Mexican police received 56,590 
reports of domestic violence – a 16% increase over 
February 2019.

Advocates for victims of domestic violence 
warned that cutting funding to domestic violence 
shelters would expose women and children to even 
more danger.

Public uproar forced the Mexican government 
to retreat on its plan to stop funding women’s shel-
ters and give cash payments to women instead.

But, a few months later, in May, news reports re-
vealed that women’s shelters would see substantial 
budget cuts under the government’s austerity mea-
sures. Twenty-nine percent of Mexico’s 81 publicly 
funded domestic violence shelters have received 
no federal funding for the second half of the year.
WoMeN’S rIgHTS ‘NoT A PrIorITy’

To quell criticism that it doesn’t care about 
women, the Mexican government in late May an-
nounced the launch of a European Union and Unit-
ed Nations program in Mexico to eliminate violence 
against women.

The €7 million investment, called Spotlight Ini-
tiative, will target three Mexican states with high 
rates of violence against women: Mexico state, Chi-
huahua and Guerrero.

Its goals, according to the EU, are to design pub-
lic spaces that are safer for women, facilitate wom-
en’s access to justice and protection services and 
to “fundamentally change the perception of women 
within their families and in society.”

López Obrador wasn’t always sure that Mexico 
needed the help.

A spokesperson for the European Union told 
the Spanish newspaper El País that López Obrador 
initially rejected this initiative because, for his gov-
ernment, gender “was not a priority.”

As Mexican women have made clear, they disagree.
[Luis Gómez Romero is Senior Lecturer in 

Human Rights, Constitutional Law and Legal 
Theory, University of Wollongong; María de 
la Macarena Iribarne González is Lecturer, 

School of Law, University of Wollongong]

DAN LoMAS
theconversation.com

Kim Darroch, the UK’s ambassador 
to the US, has resigned following 

the tensions caused by the leak of high-
ly critical diplomatic cables about the 
White House and the president.

Donald Trump hit out again at 
Darroch on July 8, in another Twitter 
outburst, Trump criticised the UK’s 
handling of Brexit, adding: “I do not 
know the Ambassador, but he is not 
well liked or well thought of within the 
US. We will no longer deal with him.”

In comments about his resigna-
tion, Darroch wrote: “The current sit-
uation is making it impossible for me 
to carry out my role as I would like.”

The latest turn in the UK-US “spe-
cial relationship” is a useful reminder 
that transatlantic relations between 
Theresa May’s government and the 
Trump administration remain rocky, 
even after Trump’s successful state 
visit to the UK in June.

This new spat in US-UK relations 
came after sensitive diplomatic cables 
were leaked to the Mail on Sunday 
newspaper, in which Darroch warned 
senior diplomats that Trump was “in-
ept”, “insecure” and “incompetent”, and 
that his White House was “uniquely 
dysfunctional”. In one of the most sen-
sitive documents, Darroch admitted:

“We don’t really believe this admin-
istration is going to become substan-
tially more normal; less dysfunctional; 
less unpredictable; less faction riven; 
less diplomatically clumsy and inept.”

The leak of confidential cables – 
now subject to an internal investiga-
tion – is damaging for Britain’s diplo-
matic relationship with Washington, 
putting the British government in an 
awkward position.

The British foreign secretary, 
Jeremy Hunt, said it was important 
for diplomats to share frank views, 
even if he disagreed with Darroch’s 

assessment, adding that he would 
keep Darroch in post. Boris Johnson, 
Hunt’s predecessor as foreign secretary, 
and rival for the Conservative leadership, 
has declared his “good relationship” 
with Trump – though remained silent on 
whether he would keep Darroch in place.

Former head of the Foreign and 
Commonwealth Office, Peter Ricketts, 
rightly observed that the real scandal isn’t 

Darroch’s reading of the situation, but the 
fact that: “Someone inside the British sys-
tem deliberately amassed a stash of his 
assessments, then chose the moment of 
maximum impact to leak it.”

In diplomacy, speaking truth to 
power is vital. Ambassadors and offi-
cials around the globe share their frank 
assessments about their host coun-
tries, but few are leaked resulting in 
diplomatic faux pas. But for all the hype 
– and suggestions that Darroch should 
be removed early – US diplomats have 
been just as critical of the UK.
DoUBLe STANDArDS

Among the 250,000 classified US 
diplomatic cables released by the 
whistleblowing website Wikileaks in 
2010 were criticisms of UK foreign 
and defence policy, and even gossip 
about British MPs. US commanders 
noted that UK forces had failed to 
secure Sangin, Afghanistan, while a 
one-time Labour minister was de-
scribed as a “bit of a hound dog where 

women are concerned”.
The leaks also showed that US am-

bassador Louis Susman told the State 
Department about private remarks 
made by then-governor of the Bank 
of England, Mervyn King, that Con-
servative Party leader David Camer-
on and shadow chancellor George Os-
borne had a “lack of depth”. Susman 
said both relied on a small circle of 

advisors and thought of issues “only 
in terms of politics, and how they 
might affect Tory electorability (sic)”. 
US president Barack Obama even 
thought Cameron was “lightweight”.

But the most critical comments 
were reserved for Gordon Brown’s 
troubled premiership. In a cable 
in March 2008, following Labour’s 
spring conference in Birmingham, 
Susman’s predecessor, Robert Tuttle, 
reported that Brown’s vision of an 
economy for the future fell flat. Ac-
tivists had little “enthusiasm” with a 
general “lack of energy”. According to 
Tuttle, the only excitement was when 
David Miliband, then foreign secre-
tary, appeared as hundreds of Labour 
students “clearly idolized him”.

In July, following a surprise 
by-election defeat to the Scottish 
National Party in Glasgow East, Tut-
tle cabled Washington: “As Gordon 
Brown lurches from political disaster 
to disaster, Westminster is abuzz with 

speculation about whether he will be 
replaced as prime minister and Labour 
party leader.” He went on: “Brown’s 
leadership of the party, and his pre-
miership, may now be beyond repair.”

While relations between the UK and 
US improved in the short term, within 
months, US assessments of Brown’s pre-
miership quickly went downhill. By April 
2009, the embassy believed: “That any La-
bour politician with his or her eye on the 
future would be willing to take on the sink-
ing ship that is the current Labour Party”, 
which needed a “process of rebulding”.
THe LoNg rUN

Response to these Wikileaks rev-
elations in London were relatively 
muted compared to the furore over 
the latest story – partially, as Labour 
was no longer in power. Cameron, 
now prime minister, was also eager 
not to rock the boat – later describing 
US-UK ties as “essential”. Downing 
Street officials condemned the leaks, 
citing national security, but refused 
to comment on particular examples.

While certainly embarrassing, 
revealing what US diplomats really 
thought about their allies, strong US-
UK ties remained following the publi-
cation of the Wikileaks cables. As for-
mer UK ambassador to Washington 
Christopher Meyer wisely observed 
in 2010, shortly after the story broke, 
the leaks made little “difference at 
all” in day-to-day relations – a com-
ment that has some validity today.

In diplomacy, being honest matters. 
While the “special relationship” is im-
portant, it shouldn’t restrict criticism 
of Trump or the White House. After all, 
what Darroch said was probably true – 
the problem is he was caught saying it. 
For all Washington’s upset at the com-
ments, US diplomats have been critical 
of the UK, too. Frankness is what makes 
the relationship special.

[the writer is Programme Lead-
er, MA Intelligence and Security 

Studies, University of Salford]
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Bengali actor alleges assault 
by app-cab driver in Kolkata

Bill passed to change name 
of varsity in Darjeeling

Delhi court summons TMC’s Abhishek 
Banerjee for filing false election affidavit

1 killed, another injured in landslides in Assam

Projects worth Rs 
3,400 cr sanctioned for 
Northeast in 3 yrs: Govt

Rain batters Meghalaya, 
throws life out of gear

Reaching school an uphill task 
for tribal kids in guj village

Sonowal reviews flood situation
guwahati, July 11 (PTI): 
Assam Chief Minister 
Sarbananda Sonowal 
Thursday reviewed the 
prevailing flood situa-
tion which has claimed 
three lives and affected 
2.5 lakh people in 11 
districts of the state, offi-
cials said.

The chief minister 
interacted through video 
conferencing with dep-
uty commissioners and 
senior officials of differ-
ent government depart-
ments of the affected dis-
tricts and directed them 
to remain fully alert and 
be prepared to tackle the 
situation promptly and 
effectively.

Sonowal directed the 
deputy commissioners 
to activate 24x7 control 
room to ensure that peo-
ple in distress get ade-
quate care and immedi-
ate response when faced 
with an emergency situ-
ation during floods, the 
officials said.

The current wave of 
flood has claimed three 
lives so far while more 
than 2.5 lakh popula-
tion have been affected 
in the districts of Dhe-
maji, Lakhimpur, Biswa-
nath, Darrang, Barpeta, 
Nalbari, Chirang, Go-
laghat, Majuli, Jorhat 
and Dibrugarh.

Embankments, roads, 
bridges, culverts and 
other infrastructure have 
been also damaged at 

various places in Dhe-
maji, Lakhimpur, Hojai, 
Barpeta, Golaghat, Majuli 
and Jorhat districts.

Several rivers, includ-
ing the Brahmaputra, the 
Dikhow, the Dhansiri, the 
Jia Bharali, the Puthimari 
and the Beki, are flowing 
above the danger level at 
various districts.

The chief minister re-
viewed the status of relief 
camps, distribution of re-
lief material to marooned 
people and measures 
adopted for safety and 
security of animals in the 
flood affected districts, an 
official spokesperson said.

Sonowal further di-

rected that adequate 
medical services be pro-
vided to flood affected 
people and asked the 
deputy commissioners 
to contact immediately 
the Director of Health 
Services, if there is any 
shortage of doctors in 
their respective districts.

The chief minister 
also directed the Health 
department personnel 
to collect blood sample 
of relief camp inmates to 
contain Japanese Enceph-
alitis and Malaria diseas-
es which has seen a spurt 
during the last month.

He also instructed 
them to take steps for ad-

equate care for animals 
affected by flood and ar-
range fodder for them.

The district adminis-
trations should also be 
in close touch with NDRF 
and SDRF personnel sta-
tioned in the affected dis-
tricts, Sonowal said.

He directed the police 
force to carry out regular 
patrolling in flood affect-
ed areas to ensure safety 
and security of property 
of the flood hit people.

The CM also directed 
the deputy commission-
ers to release immediate-
ly the one time financial 
assistance to the next 
of kin of victims who 

have lost their lives in 
the flood. Sonowal also 
reviewed the prevailing 
situation in Kaziranga 
and Manas National Parks 
along with the prepared-
ness of Kamrup (Metro) 
district administration in 
responding to incidents of 
landslides in the district.

Chief secretary Alok 
Kumar, additional chief 
secretary Kumar San-
jay Krishna, Special DGP 
Bhaskarjyoti Mahanta, 
principal secretary to 
Chief Minister Sanjay 
Lohiya and other senior 
officials of state govern-
ment also attended the 
video conferencing.

Shillong, Jul 11 (PTI): 
Incessant rainfall for 
the past five days has 
trigerred flash floods 
and landslides in sever-
al places in Meghalaya, 
causing damage to infra-
structure and crippling 
normal life, officials said 
on Thursday.

A number of water 
bodies are flowing above 
the danger level, and 
district administrations 
have been asked to set 
up emergency opera-
tion centres for prompt 
response, Revenue and 
Disaster Management 
Minister Kyrmen Shylla 
told PTI.

Shylla said the re-

gional met department 
has also issued an alert 
for heavy rainfall in the 
next two-three days.

East Khasi Hills Dis-
trict Deputy Commis-
sioner Matsiewdor War 
Nongbri said a flood-like 
situation has emerged in 
various low-lying areas, 
due to water logging.

Several villages in 
the district have been 
cut off from Shillong, as 
roads were damaged in 
a flash flood last week-
end, she said.

Efforts are under-
way to clear the debris 
and restore normalcy, 
she said.

Sohra, (erstwhile 

Cherrapunjee) received 
nearly 1,000 mm of 
rainfall in the past four 
days, a met department 
official said.

The situation is also 
grim in most places of 
the West Garo Hills Dis-
trict, with many rivers 
flowing above the dan-
ger mark and people 
living in low-lying areas 
advised to evacuate, a 
state disaster manage-
ment official said.

Attendance in 
schools, colleges and 
offices has been thin, 
while markets wore an 
almost deserted look, 
in the past few days, the 
officials said.

Vadodara, Jul 11 (PTI): 
Going to school every 
morning has become a 
herculean task for chil-
dren from a tiny village in 
Gujarat’s Chhotaudepur 
district as they have no 
option but to cross a riv-
er, which in spate after 
torrential rains.

Rolling up their trou-
sers, these children, 
mostly tribals aged 5 to 
10 years, have to wade 
through water of the 
fast-flowing Orsang riv-
er passing through the 
Bokadiya village, where 
the road leading to their 
government-run school 
has got submerged.

They take around 20 
minutes to cross the riv-
er and reach the primary 
school, located about one 
km away on the other 
side of the river, village 
sarpanch (head) Naars-
ing Rathwa told PTI.

“Most of the times, 
these children cross the 
river by forming a hu-
man chain to prevent 
them from falling into 
the water. Those still 
quite young have to 
travel on their parents’ 

shoulders to reach the 
school,” he said.

Rathwa saidthe dis-
trict authorities and the 
state government earlier 
promised to construct a 
bridge over the river in 
the village, having a pop-
ulation of around 800, 
but nothing was done.

The primary school’s 
principal, Bhavesh Mak-
wana, said children were 
finding it quite difficult 
to wade through the wa-
ter to attend classes ev-
ery day.

Ghanshyam Rathwa, 
a Class 5 student at 
the school, said he was 
scared of falling while 
crossing the river.

Another villager said 
there were snakes in the 

river, which was also a 
cause of concern.

“Crossing the river 
to reach the school is a 
big problem for the chil-
dren,” the sarpanch said, 
adding that even getting 
an ambulance in case of 
an emergency was diffi-
cult because of the flood-
ed village road.

Congress’ Rajya 
Sabha MP Naransinh 
Rathwa, who is a native 
of Chhotaudepur, said 
he has appealed to the 
Gujarat government and 
the Centre to facilitate 
speedy construction of 
a bridge on the Orsang 
river, so that the chil-
dren can go to school 
without worrying about 
their safety.

tripura Health dept launches 
awareness campaign on Je

New Delhi, Jul 11 (PTI): 
The Centre has sanc-
tioned projects worth Rs 
3,400 crore in the North-
eastern states in last 
three years, Union min-
ister Jitendra Singh told 
the Rajya Sabha.

Singh said the Min-
istry of Development of 
North-Eastern Region 
(DoNER) has been regu-
larly receiving proposals 
from the Northeastern 
states, and during the 
last three years, projects 
to the tune of Rs 3,400 
crore have been sanc-
tioned under different 

schemes and packages 
like Non-Lapsable Cen-
tral Pool of Resources 
(NLCPR), North East 
Special Infrastructure 
Development Scheme 
(NESIDS).

Funds were also 
sanctioned to the Kar-
bi Anglong Autono-
mous Territorial Council 
(KAATC), Bodoland Terri-
torial Council (BTC), Dima 
Hasao Autonomous Ter-
ritorial Council (DHATC) 
and Social and Infrastruc-
ture Development Fund 
(SIDF), he said replying a 
written question.

Kolkata, Jul 10 (PTI): 
The West Bengal As-
sembly on Wednesday 
amended an Act to re-
name the Greenfield 
University as Darjeeling 
Hills University.

The Assembly had 
passed a bill last year 
to set up the Greenfield 

University in the Darjeel-
ing hills. However, local 
people said the name of 
the institute should have 
a link to Darjeeling.

The Greenfield Uni-
versity (Amendment) 
Bill 2019 was passed 
by the assembly on 
Wednesday.

Agartala, July 11 (PTI): 
The Health department 
has launched an aware-
ness campaign on Japa-
nese Encephalitis (JE) in 
Tripura after outbreak 
of the disease in neigh-
bouring Assam, a senior 
official said on Thursday.

Health secretary Dr 
Debasish Basu said, “We 
have informed all the 
Chief Medical Officers of 
the districts to remain 
alert about the spread of 
Japanese Encephalitis 
after the disease affect-
ed some parts of neigh-
bouring Assam. We have 
also directed our offi-
cials to create aware-
ness about it”.

Chief Medical Officer 

(CMO) of North Tripura 
district, Dr Jagdish Nama 
said on June 15 one pa-
tient was found infected 
with Japanese Encepha-
litis at Damcherra, a re-
mote tribal hamlet in the 
district.

“We visited the pa-
tient’s locality. We start-
ed awareness camps in 
the area and other ad-
jacent areas. We have 
also alerted our staffs in 
various primary health 
centres in our district to 
keep a close watch on the 
situation”, he told report-
ers.

More than fifty peo-
ple have died of Japanese 
Encephalitis in Assam 
since January this year. 

Kolkata, Jul 11 (PTI): 
A Bengali actor was al-
legedly assaulted by the 
driver of an app-based 
cab on EM Bypass, police 
said on Thursday.

Swastika Dutta, a 
popular name in Bengali 
serials, said in a Face-
book post on Wednesday 
that the driver cancelled 
the ride midway and mis-
behaved with her, when 
she refused to get down 
from the vehicle.

The incident took 
place in front of a restau-
rant near VIP Bazar area 
around 8.30 am, she said.

Police arrested the 
man on Wednesday on 
the basis of a complaint 
lodged by Dutta at Tiljala 
police station. “The com-

plainant has alleged that 
the driver misbehaved 
with her and tried to 
outrage her modesty,” a 
senior police officer said.

In her post, Dutta 
claimed that after can-
celling the trip, the driver 
took the car to his locali-
ty and abused her.

“This guy... after 
picking me up from my 
location suddenly in 
the middle of the road 
cancelled the trip and 
asked me to get down 
from the car. When I 
refused, he suddenly 
turned the car to an 
opposite direction and 
took me to his locality 
and started abusing me.

“He got down from 
the car, opened the door 

and literally pulled me 
out... when I lost my tem-
per and started asking 
for help, he threatened 
me and called other 
boys,” she wrote in the 
Facebook post.

Further investigation 
is underway, police said.

Last month, former 
Miss India Universe 
Ushoshi Sengupta had 
complained of being ha-
rassed, while she was re-
turning home from work 
in an app-based cab in 
the city.

A few days later, an 
international woman 
boxer was allegedly ver-
bally abused and physi-
cally assaulted by a man 
when she was going to 
office in a two-wheeler.

New Delhi, Jul 11 (PTI): 
A Delhi court Thursday 
summoned Trinamool 
Congress MP Abhishek 
Banerjee, nephew of 
West Bengal Chief Min-
ister Mamata Banerjee, 
for allegedly filing false 
affidavit with his nom-
ination papers for Lok 
Sabha elections of 2014.

Additional Chief Met-
ropolitan Magistrate 
Samar Vishal directed 
Abhishek, the MP from 
Diamond Harbour Lok 
Sabha seat, to appear be-

fore the court on July 25.
“There exists suffi-

cient grounds to proceed 
against the respondent 
Abhishek Banarjee... 
Accordingly, Abhishek 
Banarjee is summoned for 
commission of offence of 
under section 125A (filing 
false affidavit) of the Rep-
resentation of People Act,” 
the judge said.

The complaint, filed 
through advocate Neer-
aj, alleged that Abhishek 
had filed false affidavit 
regarding his education 

qualification. It alleged 
that Abhishek falsely 
stated his qualification as 
MBA and also concealed 
information regarding 
his education qualifica-
tion about graduation.

“Abhishek deliberate-
ly gave false information 
with intention to cheat 
public at large by falsely 
representing himself to 
be highly qualified can-
didate which created a 
false impression over 
public at large,” the com-
plaint said.

guwahati, Jul 10 (PTI): 
Landslides triggered by 
torrential rains killed a 
man in Guwahati, while 
another was injured in 
Jorabat, officials said 
Wednesday.

Heavy rains also led 
to waterlogging in some 
low-lying areas of the city.

A 56-year-old man, 
Narayan Saha, was killed 
on Wednesday when 
rocks and mud from a hill 

fell on his house as a result 
of a landslide owning to 
heavy rains, police said.

On Tuesday, 60-year-
old Hemeswar Bora was 
grievously injured when 
he got trapped under 
his makeshift food stall 
following a landslide at 
Eleventh Mile area under 
Jorabat Police Outpost 
along the Assam-Megha-
laya border, they said.

Following the land-

slides, the administra-
tion of Kamrup (Metro) 
district, comprising Gu-
wahati, has directed all 
departments concerned 
to stop permitting for 
earth cutting and filling 
activities in the hilly and 
low-lying areas.

Assam is reeling un-
der a flood which has af-
fected over two lakh peo-
ple across 11 districts of 
the state.
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‘They’re icons’: US women’s champion 
team take victory parade in New york

DryAN ArMeN grAHAM
theGuardian

The United States 
women’s national 

team were celebrated 
with a ticker-tape parade 
in New York City two 
days after winning their 
fourth World Cup as the 
squad’s campaign for pay 
equity continued to gain 
momentum.

Thousands of diehard 
fans clad in red, white 
and blue lined the stretch 
of Broadway known as 
the Canyon of Heroes as a 
caravan of floats carried 
the 23-member squad 
from the Battery to City 
Hall, where they received 
symbolic keys to the city 
from New York City’s 
mayor, Bill de Blasio.

The ceremony took 
place as the team’s push 
for pay equity with male 
players has reached a 
critical mass with chants 
of “U-S-A! Equal pay!” 
heard throughout the 
day, even led by De Bla-
sio himself during the 
city hall ceremony where 
co-captains Carli Lloyd, 
Alex Morgan and Megan 
Rapinoe addressed the 
crowds.

“This group is so re-
silient, is so tough, has 
such a sense of humor, is 
just so badass,” said Rapi-
noe, who scored six goals 
and claimed the Golden 
Ball as the top player of 
this year’s tournament, 
and has been a vocal crit-
ic of Donald Trump and 
his administration.

“This is my charge to 
everyone: we have to be 
better. We have to love 
more. Hate less. We got 

to listen more and talk 
less … It’s our responsi-
bility to make the world 
a better place.

“There is nothing 
that can faze this group. 
We’re chilling. We’ve 
got tea-sipping. We’ve 
got celebrations. We’ve 
got pink hair and purple 
hair. We’ve got tattoos 
and dreadlocks. We’ve 
got white girls and black 
girls and everything in 
between. Straight girls 
and gay girls.”

“I couldn’t be more 
proud to be a co-captain 
with Carli and Alex on 
this team. It’s my absolute 
honor to lead this team 
out on the field. There’s no 
place I’d rather be, even in 
the presidential race. I’m 
busy, I’m sorry.”

The squad’s 2-0 
win over Netherlands 
in the final match on 
Sunday capped a World 
Cup campaign that at-
tracted vast television 

audiences and unprec-
edented public interest. 
Construction workers 
sounded air horns from 
buildings high above 
as thunderous chants 
of “U-S-A!” and “Equal 
pay!” rose when the car-
avan of floats moved past 
throngs of paradego-
ers, some of whom had 
lined up as early as 5am 
for prime viewing spots 
along the rails. Confetti 
rained down from the 
office buildings in New 
York’s Financial District 
along the famed parade 
route long reserved for 
world leaders, home-
town sports stars and re-
turning war veterans, as-
tronauts and Olympians.

In March, all 28 play-
ers on the women’s team 
filed a gender discrim-
ination lawsuit against 
the US Soccer Federation, 
demanding their com-
pensation equal that of 
their male counterparts.

“The level of interest 
and excitement is much 
higher from four years 
ago,” said Jessica Lappin, 
president of the parade’s 
organizers, Alliance of 
Downtown New York, 
referring to the 2015 pa-
rade for the team after its 
last World Cup victory. 
“That’s partly because 
they’re women’s rights 
icons now.” Jules Ridge-
way, a 39-year-old attor-
ney and self-described 
“super-fan of women’s 
sports” from the Hudson 
Valley town of Newburgh, 
watched the procession 
in lower Manhattan from 
the corner of Broadway 
and Fulton.

“The level of ex-
cellence on the soccer 
field, year after year, 
they’re laying it down,” 
said Ridgeway, who was 
wearing a Seattle Storm 
jersey with the name of 
Sue Bird (who is Rapi-
noe’s partner). “They’re 

not getting what they 
deserve to get and we’ve 
got to show up in every 
way we can and this is 
one of them.”

She added: “It’s a mo-
ment right now that’s 
happening. The US wom-
en’s national team really 
represents the best of 
what’s possible when 
you’re talking about 
American patriotism. 
It’s inclusive, its celebra-
tory, it’s joyous. It’s about 
bringing people in. And 
as far as queer represen-
tation goes, we couldn’t 
be prouder to be repre-
sented by Megan and by 
Ashlyn and all the folks 
on the team who are out.”

Barbara Lanciers, a 
39-year-old foundation 
director, was even more 
pointed in her assess-
ment: “This team is so 
talented, so excellent, 
so above and beyond, 
they should be paid 
what they’re worth. And 

they’re worth a lot – 
more than the men.”

Earlier Wednesday, 
the team joined New 
York’s governor, Andrew 
Cuomo, as he signed a 
law expanding gender 
pay equality in the state, 
eliminating a “loophole” 
that he said still allows 
discrimination in pay for 
the same jobs.

“It’s not just the 
right thing to do, it’s not 
just the moral thing to 
do, it is also the law in 
the state of New York,” 
Cuomo said.

The mayor an-
nounced the city would 
honor the team almost 
immediately after the 
United States’ win in Sun-
day’s final, where they 
became only the third 
team to successfully de-
fend a World Cup since 
the second world war 
after the Brazil men (in 
1962) and the Germany 
women (in 2007). Tick-
ets for the ceremony at 
city hall following the 
parade were snatched 
up within seconds on 
Monday.

According to the may-
or’s office, New York City 
has hosted 206 parades 
along the Canyon of He-
roes since the first one, to 
celebrate the dedication 
of the Statue of Liberty 
in 1886. It was the first 
thrown by the city since 
the team won the World 
Cup in 2015, which at-
tracted tens of thousands 
of paradegoers and cost 
the city an estimated 
$1.5m, with an addition-
al $450,000 coming from 
private sponsors.

Monkey menace: Confusion over 
jurisdiction keeps problem alive in Delhi

GAuRAv SAiNi
New Delhi, Jul 11 (PTI): Despite 
spending crores on catching 
monkeys from residential areas 
and relocating them to the Asola 
Wildlife Sanctuary, the nation-
al capital recorded around 950 
cases of monkey bites and five 
deaths last year and is far from 
curbing the simian menace.

The primary reason why the 
problem continues to persist, 
according to many, is the confu-
sion over who’s responsible for 
catching monkeys or sterilising 
them -- the civic bodies or the 
forest department.

In 2007, the Delhi High Court 
had asked the city government 
to provide cages for catching 
monkeys and municipal corpo-
rations to place them at various 
spots.

The court directed authori-
ties to shift the monkeys caught 
to the Asola sanctuary and the 
forest department to provide 
them food so that they do not 
venture out.

In a bid to prevent mon-
keys from returning to human 
habitations, it had also direct-
ed authorities to erect a 15-
feet wall in “the outer area of 
the sites where the monkeys 
are to be shifted”.

Officials said over 20,000 
monkeys have been shifted to 
the sanctuary and there’s no 
exact number as to how many 
are roaming free in human 
habitations.

Also, monkeys keep return-
ing to human habitations from 
Asola sanctuary because the 
walls have iron joints that help 
monkeys escape.

In 2018, the corporations 
collectively caught 878 mon-

keys, with the EDMC catching 
only 20.

An official of South Delhi Mu-
nicipal Corporation said rhesus 
macaques is a protected species 
under the Wildlife (Protection) 
Act, 1972 which means the re-
sponsibility of catching and re-
locating them lies with the for-
est department.

He also cited an advisory is-
sued by Environment Ministry 
last year that states, “Rhesus 
macaques is a protected spe-
cies under the Act and manag-
ing such wild animals and their 
habitat is the mandate of the 
forest department and not of 
local bodies.”

The high court’s directions 
are ambiguous. These do not 
specify who’s responsible for 
catching monkeys and their 
sterilisation, the official said.

The forest department ar-
gues that “monkeys found in 
human habitations have been 
domesticated and they are not 
wild animals”.

“Their third-fourth genera-
tions were born in residential 
areas. They cannot live in jun-
gles. The Asola sanctuary has 
exceeded its carrying capacity 
and the simians are returning to 
the nearby human habitations,” 
a forest department official said.

In 2018, Delhi’s Chief Wild-
life Warden Ishwar Singh sug-
gested laproscopic sterilisation 
to control their population.

Thereafter, a panel set up by 
the high court, which included 
Delhi chief wildlife warden, civ-
ic bodies and DDA officers and 
Soniya Ghosh, a member of an 
NGO, surveyed the monkey ster-
ilisation project of NGO Wildlife 
SOS in Agra implemented in as-

sociation with the Agra Develop-
ment Authority.

The idea was to set up tem-
porary sterilisation camps, cap-
ture the entire troop of mon-
keys, segregate those of repro-
ductive age, sterilise them, give 
them a tattoo for identification 
and set them free again.

Mostly, monkey bite cases 
take place when the simians 
are separated from their troops, 
making them angry, the official 
explained.

“Our view is that the growing 
population of monkeys should 
be arrested through sterilisation 
and the problem should not be 
shifted from place A to place B. 
There’s no atrocity involved in 
the surgery,” Singh said.

“The forest department 
floated tenders thrice -- in July 
and August last year and Jan-
uary this year -- to engage an 
agency for sterilisation of mon-
keys but due to opposition from 
animal rights activists, no one 
came forward, not even Wild-
life SOS which was assisting the 
government in the case,” anoth-
er official said.

Animal rights activists have 
been proposing sterilisation of 
dogs but are objecting to sur-
gery of monkeys, he said.

In January, the Centre sanc-
tioned Rs 5.43 crore to the forest 
department for sterilisation of 
8,000 monkeys in the first year.

Animal rights activist Gauri 
Maulekhi argued human prox-
imity during sterilisation can 
make monkeys more aggressive.

“We have seen it happening 
in Himachal Pradesh where 
more 1.5 lakh monkeys were 
sterilised. Later, the govern-
ment in the hill state had to 

declare the simians vermin. In 
Agra too, sterilisation led to an 
increase in cases of monkey 
bites. Sterilisation is only good 
for companion animals like 
dogs and cats,” she said.

She favoured administering 
a reversible contraceptive vac-
cine to control monkey popula-
tion. The environment ministry 
has sanctioned funds to Nation-
al Institute of Immunology and 
Wildlife Institute of India which 
are developing the vaccine.

“We hope the vaccine will be 
available in the market in anoth-
er 10 months,” she said.

A government official said 
the vaccine has only been tried 
on elephants. Laboratory and 
field trials on monkeys will take 
another 6-7 years. Sterilisation 
costs around Rs 1,500 per mon-
key while the vaccine is much 
more expensive.

Now, the veterinary de-
partment of the Delhi govern-
ment has been asked to ear-
mark a few spots in the city to 
start a pilot project for sterili-
sation of monkeys.

Catching monkeys is going 
to be another uphill task as 
corporations have reported 
a dearth of monkey catchers 
and resources.

Officials at the NDMC and the 
EDMC said there are only one or 
two monkey catchers available.

“We pay them Rs 1,200 per 
money, while the SDMC pays 
them 2,400. So, monkey catch-
ers prefer working there,” NDMC 
Deputy Director Y Kumar said.

Recently, the high court 
turned down SDMC’s plea to 
modify its 2007 direction. The 
corporation is now mulling fil-
ing a review petition.

Chelsea’s Frank Lampard era begins 
with Bohemians bump in Dublin

DoMINIC fIfIeLD
theGuardian

For Frank Lampard, it 
all began with a rather 

nondescript draw played 
out under slate grey skies 
in the unlikely setting of 
Phibsborough in Dublin’s 
northside. Chelsea’s re-
cord goalscorer turned 
head coach had watched 
his new charges pegged 
back late on by Bohemi-
ans with a goal scored 
by a trialist on the pitch 
a matter of minutes. The 
locals delighted in a cho-
rus of “You’re getting 
sacked in the morning”, 
which might even have 
prompted a wry smile 
from those in the visi-
tors’ dug-out. These were 
modest surroundings in 
which to start his sec-
ond coming, even if the 
reception granted Lam-
pard as he conducted a 
post-match interview 
pitchside suggested the 
sense of elation accom-
panying his appointment 
has hardly been dimin-
ished by a failure to start 
with a win. The hosts 
ended with Evan Fergu-
son, a 14-year-old sub-
stitute, curling a vicious 
shot just wide of a post 
before Eric Molloy, who 
once worked part-time 
in a chocolate factory and 
is only recently returned 
from New zealand, 
plucked parity, much to 
the delight of his mother 
up in the main stand.

Bohemians, a team in 
the midst of their domes-
tic season, had impressed 
as the game progressed, 
yet Lampard will not 
fret too much. This was 
the first pigeon-step on 
what will be a slog of 

season, a campaign that 
will truly test his coach-
ing credentials. “We have 
high standards and we 
have brought that here,” 
he said. “We need inten-
sity in our game, and I 
am pleased with the way 
they have worked and 
their attitude. Fitness 
was our issue.”

Grander occasions lie 
ahead. The Chelsea bus 
had deposited the eve-
ning’s squad in the car 
park on the far side of the 
stadium around an hour 
before kick-off, leaving 
them to trudge across 
the turf just as the sum-
mer drizzle degenerated 
into a deluge. Lampard, 
hands initially sunk deep 
into his white tracksuit 
top, had been serenaded 
by the travelling support 
in the Des Kelly Carpets 
stand. He had mustered 
an appreciative wave 
and a flash of a smile be-
fore descending into the 
home dressing room and 
the players’ bar, which 
had been allocated to the 
visitors given the sheer 
size of their party.

Bruce Buck cut a 
rather more forlorn fig-
ure, hood hoisted up 
even with a security 
man shielding him un-
der an umbrella, before 
retiring to the dry of a 
crammed directors’ box 
to sit alongside the re-
cently appointed tech-
nical and performance 
advisor, Petr Cech. The 
crowd may have fallen 
well below capacity, but 
there was still a thrill of 
anticipation. Pre-season 
fixtures are hardly accu-
rate gauges of what is to 
come, but a friendly with 

the side currently third 
in the League of Ireland 
Premier Division would 
at least provide a first 
public glimpse of strate-
gy and approach, even in 
embryonic form.

Tactics will evolve 
as more players return 
to duty and fitness, and 
there were only two Eu-
ropa League winners in 
his first starting lineup, 
but here was a Lampard 
4-2-3-1 to follow Mau-
rizio Sarri’s 4-3-3. The 
obvious assumption to 
draw from that would be 
N’Golo Kanté, one of 13 
players who only arrived 
in Dublin on Monday, will 
eventually return to cen-
tral midfield next term 
after that season-long 
dalliance with life in a 
more attacking brief out 
on the right under the 
Italian.

The head coach will 
have Mateo Kovacic and 
Jorginho available for 
Saturday’s follow-up 
against St Patrick’s Ath-
letic. In their absence, 
this had been the first 
shot at redemption for 
those cast aside under 
Sarri. Danny Drinkwater 
made his first appear-
ance since a cameo in 
last season’s Community 
Shield, anchoring mid-
field alongside Ethan 
Ampadu, who had repre-
sented Wales more often 
than Chelsea last time 
round. The former was 
understandably rusty, 
but there was the occa-
sional crossfield pass to 
catch the eye, and one 
surge forward which had 
the mind drifting back to 
happier times in Leices-
ter’s title winning team. 

Dhoni, Jadeja absorbed 
pressure nicely; anything 

could have happened: Boult

Manchester, Jul 11 
(PTI): New zealand pace 
spearhead Trent Boult 
said Ravindra Jadeja and 
Mahendra Singh Dho-
ni’s partnership had his 
team concerned during 
the semifinal clash here 
as the two absorbed the 
pressure nicely to keep 
India in the hunt.

New zealand reached 
their second successive 
World Cup final by de-
feating India by 18-runs 
at the Old Trafford on 
Wednesday. The match 
lasted two days due to in-
clement weather.

Chasing a modest 
target of 240, India’s top 
order was left reeling as 
Matt Henry and Boult re-
duced the world’s num-
ber one side to 24 for 
four.

Jadeja (77) and Dho-
ni’s (50) seventh-wicket 
partnership put India 
back in the game but ul-
timately it was Boult and 
Henry’s new ball bril-
liance that proved deci-
sive in the end.

“They absorbed the 
pressure nicely and any-
thing can happen with 
Dhoni and Jadeja at the 
crease, so it’s just nice 

to come out on the right 
side,” Boult said.

The pacer, who 
claimed the wickets of 
India skipper Virat Kohli 
and dangerman Jadeja, 
said that he enjoyed be-
ing part of the ‘mayhem’ 
his side created with the 
new ball.

“It was mayhem out 
there with the new ball, 
it was a dream start 
for us and great fun to 
be a part of. “We knew 
our best balls are good 
enough for anyone, so it 
was nice to get the ball 
moving around and re-
ally put the pressure on 
them,” said Boult.

New zealand will 
take on either England 
or Australia in the final at 
Lord’s on Sunday.

“We’re just excited 
about playing in a World 
Cup final at Lord’s - it 
doesn’t get bigger than 
that and whoever we 
play, we’ll just enjoy it.”

“I think we are good 
enough to beat anyone. 
Every side is stacked 
with good players but 
we can wait to be out 
there on the big dance, 
this means everything 
to the side.”
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14 killed, 79 injured in 
pakistan train collision
Lahore, Jul 11 (PTI): At 
least 14 passengers were 
killed and 79 others in-
jured on Thursday when 
an express train rammed 
into a stationery freight 
train in Pakistan’s Punjab 
province, officials said.

The Quetta bound 
Akbar Express collid-
ed with the stationary 
freight train at the Wal-
har Railway Station in 
Sadiqabad Tehsil of the 
province, Dawn quoted 
officials as saying.

The freight train was 
on the loop line when the 
speeding passenger train 
instead of running on the 
main line entered the 
wrong track.

At least 14 people 
were killed while 79 oth-
ers were injured when 
the passenger train, the 
Akbar Express, collided 
with the freight train, 
rescue officials told 
DawnNewsTV.

All passengers, on-
board the train headed 
to Quetta, have been re-
moved from the train 
and track clearance op-
erations were underway, 
Deputy Commissioner 
Rahim Yar Khan, Jamil 
Ahmed Jamil said.

He said that heavy 
machinery was being 
used to rescue passen-

gers who were stuck in 
the train, adding that 
they were being provid-
ed with food and water.

Authorities said 
the Pakistan Army was 
also taking part in the 
rescue efforts.

The engine of the 
Akbar Express was com-
pletely destroyed in the 
accident while three 
compartments were also 
damaged, police said.

The injured have 
been shifted to nearby 
hospitals of Sadiqa-
bad and Rahim Yar 
Khan for treatment 
where an emergen-
cy has been declared, 
Geo news reported.

A child and a man 
have been rescued from 
the train, the report said.

Officials say they 
fear more casualties in 
the accident.

Prime Minister Imran 
Khan and President Arif 
Alvi have expressed deep 
sorrow over the loss of 
lives in the train accident.

In a tweet, Prime 
Minister Khan said he 
has asked Railways Min-
ister to take emergency 
steps to counter decades 
of neglect of railway in-
frastructure and ensure 
safety standards.

Railways Minister 

Sheikh Rasheed Ahmed 
has ordered an investiga-
tion into the accident. 

He said that the 
accident appeared to 
have occurred due to 
human negligence. 

He announced com-
pensation of Rs 1.5 
million for the families 
of the deceased and Rs 
0.5 million each for the 
injured, Dawn newspa-
per reported.

China billionaire reportedly 
arrested over child molestation

Iran revolutionary 
guards deny impeding 

British tanker

S African delegation to showcase 
value-added goods in India

US to probe alleged abuse of migrant 
children by border agents

Beijing, Jul 11 (AP): 
Prosecutors in Shanghai 
have formally arrested 
two people over child 
molestation allegations, 
with state media identi-
fying one as a prominent 
real estate developer.

The case has received 
prominent coverage in 
state media, including 
on national broadcaster 
CCTV Thursday, high-
lighting what is believed 
to be a widespread but 
underreported crime af-
fecting millions of chil-
dren in China.

A brief notice on the 
Shanghai prosecutor’s 
office’s microblog said 
the Putuo district branch 
had ordered the formal 
arrest Wednesday of two 
people, identified only 
by their surnames, Wang 
and zhou.

The official Commu-
nist Party newspaper 
Global Times identified 
Wang as Wang zhenhua, 
formerly chairman of 
Seazen, one of China’s 
largest developers. 

The company an-

nounced that Wang’s son 
Wang Xiaosong had been 
appointed chairman in 
his place after the father 
resigned “for personal 
reasons.” 

That announcement 
came on the same day 
that Shanghai police re-
ported Wang and zhou 
had been detained and 
an investigation opened 
into allegations that a 
girl had been molested at 
a hotel in Shanghai.

Police cited the girl’s 
mother as saying that 
zhou, 49, had taken her 
daughter from Jiangsu 
province to Shanghai on 
June 30. zhou surren-
dered to police on July 2, 
a day after Wang, 57, was 
placed under investiga-
tion.

The Shanghai city’s 
official government ad-
visory body announced 
Monday it had expelled 
Wang zhenhua, depriv-
ing him of political con-
nections that could affect 
any future prosecution.

On its website, Sea-
zen issued a lengthy 

apology that said in part, 
“We, just like the public, 
believe that minors are 
the future. Anything that 
harms a minor is a severe 
offense. Seazen absolute-
ly supports and agrees 
with the authorities in 
handling this case.” 

Child molestation can 
be punished by up to 5 
years in prison, although 
longer sentences can be is-
sued for additional charges. 

Chinese media in re-
cent years have reported 
cases of children being 
attacked by teachers, 
relatives and neighbors, 
although a reluctance to 
report such incidents by 
children and their family 
members, and a lack of 
resources for conduct-
ing investigations, have 
limited prosecutions to 
just a few thousand cas-
es per year Among the 
most vulnerable are the 
estimated 69 million 
children left with grand-
parents or other relatives 
in rural areas after their 
parents move to cities to 
find work.

By fAKIr HASSeN
Johannesburg, Jul 11 
(PTI): A 27-member 
South African business 
delegation led by the De-
partment of Trade and 
Industry, will visit India 
with an aim to develop 
export markets for local-
ly-manufactured prod-
ucts and services as well 
as to attract new foreign 
direct investment into 
the country.

The ‘Outward Trade 
Mission’ from July 14 to 
19 will feature a num-
ber of companies in the 
agro-processing, defence 
and electro-technical 
sectors.

The delegation will 
undertake a five-day visit 
to New Delhi and Mum-
bai.

The mission is led by 
the trade and Industry 
department through the 
export marketing and 
investment assistance 
(EMIA) programme, 
whose objectives are to 
develop export markets 
for locally manufactured 
products and services, 
as well as to recruit new 
foreign direct investment 
into South Africa.

The project is part of 
the EMIA programme, 

which aims to develop 
export markets for local-
ly-manufactured prod-
ucts and services as well 
as to attract new foreign 
direct investment into 
South Africa.

Deputy Minister of 
Trade and Industry Fikile 
Slovo Majola said that 
the upcoming mission 
will afford South African 
companies the opportu-
nity to gain key insights 
into the Indian culture of 
business, in pursuance 
of diversifying South Af-
rica’s export basket into 
India and globally.

“India boasts a popu-
lation of over one billion 
people and it is also the 
12th largest importer 
and the 17th largest ex-
porter in value, present-
ing significant trade op-
portunities for South Af-
rican firms,” Majola said.

“It is estimated that 
the country imports a 
total of USD 400 billion 
of goods and services 
annually and this pres-
ents substantial oppor-
tunities for South Africa 
in the areas of trade in 
value- added goods and 
services,” Majola said.

Majola added that 
there had been a sub-

stantial increase in the 
flow of trade and invest-
ment between South Af-
rica and India since the 
establishment of formal 
diplomatic relations in 
1994 after nearly more 
decades, when ties had 
been cut as India led the 
international struggle 
against apartheid.

“Currently, we have 
over one hundred and 
fifty Indian companies 
operating in South Afri-
ca that employ 18,000 
South Africans,” he said 

“South African in-
vestments to India are 
approximately USD 1 bil-
lion, inclusive of compa-
nies such as Sanlam, Old 
Mutual and Life Health-
care, amongst others.” 

“We also have a stand-
ing agreement where we 
have committed to in-
creasing our total trade 
to USD 20 billion in a few 
years,” he said.

The programme in 
India will comprise trade 
and investment semi-
nars, business-to-busi-
ness meetings, site visits 
to potential projects that 
South African companies 
can render services to, 
and meetings with Indi-
an importers.

Los Angeles, Jul 11 (AfP): US author-
ities said Wednesday they are investi-
gating allegations of abuse of migrant 
children by border agents, including 
the groping of a Honduran teenage girl, 
at a facility near the southern border 
with Mexico.

The allegations were reported by 
NBC News, which cited official reports 
of the incidents -- including the chil-
dren’s accounts -- at a Customs and 
Border Protection facility in Yuma, Ari-
zona, where the migrants were held.

One incident involved a 15-year-old 
girl from Honduras, who alleged that a 
border agent put his hand inside her 
bra, then pulled down her underwear 
and groped her in front of other mi-
grants and officials during what NBC 
News said should have been a routine 
pat-down. The girl said in her account 
that “she felt embarrassed as the officer 
was speaking in English to other offi-
cers and laughing,” NBC reported.

The US Customs and Border Pro-
tection agency (CBP), which has faced 
severe criticism over its treatment of 
detained migrants, said it takes “all al-
legations seriously and investigate all 
formal complaints.” 

CBP “treats those in our custody 
with dignity and respect and provides 

multiple avenues to report any allega-
tions of misconduct,” a spokesman for 
the agency said in a statement.

“The allegations do not align with 
common practice at our facilities and 
will be fully investigated.” 

The spokesman added that the 
sexual assault allegation is already be-
ing investigated by the Department of 
Homeland Security.

The reports obtained by NBC News 
also included an account by a 16-year-
old boy from Guatemala who said that 
after he and other detainees com-
plained about the taste of the water and 
food, agents took away sleeping mats 
and forced them to sleep on the hard 
floor in retaliation.

Another teenager’s account in-
volved border agents scolding de-
tainees whenever they came close to 
a window.

There has been a public outcry in 
recent months over the conditions at 
detention facilities where migrants are 
held, and there is fierce debate in Con-
gress on how to address the crisis.

Border officials, who have been 
defended by President Donald Trump, 
say they are overwhelmed by the surg-
ing numbers of refugees crossing the 
southern US border. 

Tehran, Jul 11 (AfP): 
Iran’s Revolutionary 
Guards denied on Thurs-
day that they had imped-
ed a British oil tanker in 
the Strait of Hormuz, the 
force’s Sepah news agen-
cy said.

“There has been no 
confrontation in the last 
24 hours with any for-
eign vessels, including 
British ones,” the Revolu-
tionary Guards said in a 
statement.

Britain said Thursday 
three Iranian boats had 
attempted to “impede 
the passage” of a British 
oil tanker in Gulf waters, 
forcing UK warship HMS 
Montrose to intervene.

The Guards’ state-
ment said that if they 
were ordered to seize 
foreign vessels they 
would do so “immediate-
ly, decisively and speedi-
ly.” The incident follows 
the detention of an Ira-
nian oil tanker by Britain 
on July 4 off the coast of 
Gibraltar, a tiny British 
overseas territory on 
Spain’s southern tip.

The 330 metre (1,000 
feet) Grace 1 tanker, ca-
pable of carrying two 
million barrels of oil, was 
halted by police and cus-
toms in Gibraltar with 
the aid of a detachment 
of British Royal Marines.

Iran condemned the 
detention as an “illegal 
interception,” but Gibraltar 
officials said that the cargo 
was believed to be destined 
for Syria, which is subject to 
European sanctions.

Iranian President 
Hassan Rouhani warned 
Britain on Wednesday 
of the “consequences” of 

what he described as “a 
foolish act”.

“I point out to the 
British that you initiated 
insecurity (on the seas) 
and you shall grasp the 
consequences of it lat-
er on,” Rouhani said in 
comments to the cabinet 
broadcast by state TV.

On Monday Iran’s 
defence minister had 
vowed to respond to Brit-
ain’s move.

Calling the tanker sei-
zure an act of maritime 
piracy, Brigadier-General 
Amir Hatami said it “will 
not be tolerated by us 
and will not go without a 
response.” 

The secretary of 
Iran’s Expediency Coun-
cil, a key advisory and 
arbitration body, warned 
that if Britain failed to 
release the tanker Iran 
would be forced to take 
tit-for-tat action.

“If Britain does not re-
lease the Iranian oil tank-
er, the relevant authori-
ties will be duty-bound 
to take reciprocal action 
and seize a British oil 
tanker,” said council sec-
retary Mohsen Rezai.

The incident follows 
a spike in Iranian-US ten-
sions in recent weeks, 
with Washington blam-
ing Tehran for multiple 
attacks on tanker ships, 
and the Islamic republic 
shooting down an Amer-
ican surveillance drone.

It also comes as Eu-
rope mulls how to re-
spond to Tehran breach-
ing the uranium enrich-
ment limit it agreed to 
under a landmark 2015 
nuclear deal abandoned 
by the United States.
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GIRL POWER! The champion, US Women’s National Soccer Team celebrates their big win 
during the Ticker Tape Parade in NYC.
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Aries: This is the week to love yourself the 
Aphrodite way, regardless of your relationship 
status. Let both self-love and self-care make 
their way to the top of your priority list. You 
may or may not be able to dedicate an entire 
day to your rituals. Who says you can’t set the 
morning aside to indulge in a salt-water bath 
and dance away to Cardi B?
Tip: That glow of self-love looks good on 
you, Aries.
TAurus:Your chemistry is explosive, 
Taurus. Don’t let it go to waste. This is week 
to do things differently—both in the bed-
room and outside. For some of you, repair 
and renovation may be on the cards. Get 
your heads (and hearts) together to see how 
you can DIY your way through life.
Tip: Don’t let your chemistry go to waste.
Gemini: It’s not always ‘my way or high-
way’. Exercise a little more kindness and 
compassion in your interpersonal relation-
ships. See how you can hold space for others 
to heal and be the most authentic versions of 
themselves. Remember, the gentler you are 
in your interactions, the easier it will be to 

find a middle ground. PS: It’s okay to com-
promise if it’s for a worthwhile cause.
Tip: Hold space for others to heal and be the 
most authentic versions of themselves.
CAnCer: What if you decided to give 
yourself that which you desire from others? 
This is the week to take the self-love game 
up a notch. Think indulgent rituals complete 
with crystals, candles and elixirs that evoke 
the goddess within. Look into the mirror and 
repeat these words: “I am beautiful. I am 
gifted. I am talented. I am a goddess who 
has descended from the heavens.” Now how 
is that for a daily affirmation?
Tip: Take the self-care game up a notch.
Leo: Just because you have made your way 
out of the tunnel, it doesn’t mean you will be 
able to see the light immediately. Trust that 
you are in the transition period nevertheless. 
For now, revisit the rules of engagement—
knowing that two people who are equally 
invested in each other will always find a 
middle ground. This is also a reminder to 
take your lifestyle goals seriously. Don’t un-
derestimate the power of dissipating the heat 

by taking a long walk.
Tip: Revisit the rules of engagement.
VirGo:Things may or may not work ac-
cording to your plan. Could there be a larger 
plan at play here? You’ll just have to find 
out. For now, focus on giving yourself the 
affection and validation you desire from oth-
ers. PS: That self-love elixir will help you 
channel your inner Aphrodite and make your 
world a beautiful place to live in.
Tip: It’s time to dip into the elixir of self-love.
LibrA: While everybody is talking about love 
and romance, you realise the importance of fall-
ing in love with yourself and living life on your 
own terms. The perks of being in a relationship 
with yourself? Having the entire bed to yourself, 
of course. But don’t let that stop you from en-
joying the company of passersby, so long as you 
know how to stay in the moment. PS: Let ‘no 
strings attached’ be your mantra for now.
Tip: Revel in the freedom that comes from living 
life on your own terms.
sCorpio:Remember your weekly weather 
report? 100 per cent chance of chaos and a 50 
per cent chance of conflict. Disengage while 

you can, Scorpio. Not everybody deserves 
your time and energy. Certainly not the people 
you are surrounded by right now. Lay low for a 
while. You’ll know when it’s time to reinitiate 
the conversation and ask for what you want.
Tip: You have the power to disengage from 
chaotic conversations.
sAGiTTArius: You know that feeling of 
waking up in the same body but feeling like a brand 
new person? It’s called sexual awakening, Sagittar-
ius. Get ready to walk the path of pleasure and un-
derstand what it means to be liberated in every sense 
of the word. Some of you could find yourselves 
experimenting with same-sex partners or polyam-
orous relationships. Don’t let anybody shame you 
for being sumac in an oregano world.
Tip: Walk the path of pleasure.
CApriCorn: Karma isn’t on your side, 
Capricorn, especially if you’ve been turning a 
blind eye to somebody’s feelings and stringing 
them along. What this phase in your life calls 
for: a greater degree of clarity. Challenging 
as it may be, have the talk you’re dreading. If 
you’re the one being taken for granted, you’ve 
only got yourself to blame here. Show up for 

people who show up for you, wild one.
Tip: This phase of your life calls for a great-
er degree of clarity.
AquArius: After a period of stagnation, 
things are finally starting to move forward. How 
do you envision the next phase of your relation-
ship? Let your desires be known, Aquarius. Some 
of you could be thinking about getting away for 
a bit—with or without your beloved. Is there a 
place that simultaneously inspires you and makes 
you feel like your heart is in the right place? Wan-
derlust may be the key to taking the next step.
Tip: Things on the relationship front are finally 
starting to move forward.
pisCes: Mercury retrograde: also known as 
the ‘try not hex your ex’ season. “What could he/
she possibly want from me? Could this be more 
than just a booty call?” It’s never fun making 
the same mistake twice, Pisces. Take your time 
with both friends and lovers who are re-emerg-
ing from the grave. As always, give where you 
receive and as much as you receive. You’re being 
asked to build a stronger foundation this time.
Tip: You don’t want to make the same mis-
take twice.

Angelica Ross 
joins ‘American 

Horror Story: 1984’

Cameron Boyce’s cause 
of death revealed

Hilary Swank 
set to star in 
‘The Hunt’
Los Angeles, Jul 11 (PTI): 
Hilary Swank has joined 
Emma Roberts and Justin 
Hartley in political action 
thriller, “The Hunt”.

The two-time Oscar win-
ner will star in the film 
from Universal and Blum-
house, penned by Damon 
Lindelof and Nick Cuse, re-
ported Deadline.

Previously announced 
cast includes Ike Barinholtz, 
Betty Gilpin, and Glenn How-
erton.

Craig zobel, best known 
for “z for zachariah”, is at-
tached to direct.

Lindelof is co-producing 
through his White Rabbit 
banner.

Cuse and zobel will also 
serve as executive producers. 

The movie is slated to ar-
rive in cinema halls on Sep-
tember 27.

Sandra Bullock calls for equal 
pay for US women’s soccer team

Sonu Sood to play Arjun in Kannada film ‘Kurukshetra’
Mumbai, Jul 11 (PTI): Sonu 
Sood will be playing the role 
of Arjun in a Kannada film ti-
tled “Kurukshetra”, based on 
a chapter in Mahabharata.

Directed by Naganna, 
the movie is based on the 
poem ‘Gadhayuddha’ by 

poet Ranna. 
“’Kurukshetra’ is very 

special. It’s one of the big-
gest films that I have done. I 
am playing Arjun in the film 
which will be dubbed in oth-
er languages as well. 

“I’m sure when people 

will see the film, they will 
be spellbound by the kind of 
grandeur and the way the di-
rector has shot it,” Sonu said 
in a statement.

“Kurukshetra”, which is 
touted to be the most expen-
sive Kannada film, will have 

grand war sequences, shot 
in 3D, by the leading action 
director.  The cast also in-
cludes Kannada A-listers 
like Darshan and late actor 
Ambareesh. 

The film will release in 
five different languages.

Los Angeles, Jul 11 (PTI): 
Sandra Bullock is the latest 
Hollywood celebrity to de-
mand equal pay for US wom-
en’s national soccer team, fol-
lowing their win against the 
Netherlands at the recently 
concluded World Cup.

According to The Holly-
wood Reporter, the Oscar 
winner presented the “best 
team” award to the Carli 
Lloyd-Megan Rapinoe-led 
squad at the 2019 ESPY 
Awards on Wednesday.

Before handing over the 
mic to Llyod, Bullock said, 
“All those in favor of equal 
pay, say aye,” which led to a 
roar of “Equal Pay!” from the 
audience.

Lloyd and Rapinoe, who has been 
particularly outspoken about the issue, 
kept their remarks short.

Llyod said the team has been on 
an “incredible journey” these last few 
months and thanked their supporters 
from all around the world. 

“Super proud of all these 22 fabulous 
ladies. Thank you so much and here’s 
to the next world cup in another four 

years,” she said. Rapinoe kept it light, 
saying she would spare the audience “an 
F bomb” which has dropped on every 
stage she has been on in the last three 
days. “Thanks for having us, everyone. 
Have an amazing night,” she added.

Host for the evening, Tracy Mor-
gan also sent a message by ending the 
awards show, reiterating Bullock’s call 
for equal pay.

Earlier this year, the current mem-
bers of the US women’s soccer team 

filed a lawsuit against US Soccer Fed-
eration, their governing body, alleging 
years of “institutionalised gender dis-
crimination”. 

The team is seeking equal pay with 
their male counterparts, who could not 
make it to the 2018 World Cup.

Other Hollywood names like Snoop 
Dogg, Ava DuVernay and Regina King 
too pushed for the right to equal pay for 
the women’s team after congratulating 
them on the win last week.

Los Angeles, Jul 11 (PTI): 
Epilepsy was a factor in Cam-
eron Boyce’s death, the fami-
ly of the Disney star has con-
firmed.

The actor, best known 
for his performance in the 
Disney Channel’s television 
shows and series, died at the 
age of 20 last week.

In a statement to People 
magazine on Tuesday, the 
kin said Boyce had a seizure 
which led to his death.

“(His) tragic passing was 
due to a seizure as a result 
of an ongoing medical condi-
tion, and that condition was 
epilepsy.

“We are still trying to nav-
igate our way through this 
extremely heart-wrenching 
time, and continue to ask for 
privacy so that the family and 
all who knew and loved him 
can grieve his loss and make 
arrangements for his funeral 
which in and of itself, is ag-
onising,” the family said in a 
statement.

The news comes after it 
was revealed that Boyce’s 
official cause of death had 
yet to be determined follow-
ing an autopsy that was per-

formed on Monday.
“An autopsy was per-

formed today and a cause of 
death was deferred pending 
further investigation,” the 
Los Angeles County Depart-
ment of Medical Examin-
er-Coroner announced on 
Monday in a press release.

Boyce was “found un-
responsive in his home” on 
Saturday afternoon and pro-
nounced dead on the scene 
after authorities were called, 
the coroner confirmed.

He became popular with 
his role on Disney Channel’s 
“Jessie” and in the “Descen-
dants” movies. The third film 
in the franchise will release 
in August. 

Boyce also lent his voice 
to Jake in “Jake and the Never 
Land Pirates” series. 

Born in LA, Boyce made 
his acting debut at the age 
on nine with horror film 
“Mirrors”. Two years later, 
he appeared in Adam San-
dler’-fronted “Grown Ups,” as 
one of his children. 

“Jessie” was his break-
through and he soon became 
one of the biggest Disney 
Channel stars.

Los Angeles, Jul 11 (PTI): Angelica Ross has boarded the 
cast of Ryan Murphy’s “American Horror Story: 1984” and the 
actor said she is overjoyed to script history as the first trans 
artiste to bag two series regular roles.

Ross, who had a breakout role as Candy in Murphy’s “Pose”, 
took to Twitter on Wednesday to share the news.

“I am elated to make history as the first trans actor to 
secure two series regular roles, leaping from #PoseFX to 
#AHS1984. 

“Thank you @MrRPMurphy for the gift of playing Candy 
and creating my newest role on American Horror Story! I’m so 
honoured and excited to join the @AHSFX family!” she wrote.

The news came shortly after an important episode on 
“Pose”, which shone a light on violence against trans women 
of colour through Candy’s character.

Murphy, while praising Janet Mock for being a “star” writer 
on the acclaimed FX drama, also announced Ross’ casting in 
“AHS: 1984”.

“Though she will always be our Candy, and our show suf-
fers this incredible loss, I am elated that the world will get 
much more Angelica. 

“She is joining the American Horror Story family in anoth-
er unforgettable role. Congrats Angelica for making history, 
leaping from #PoseFX to #AHS1984. Welcome to the #AHS 
family!” the co-showrunner wrote on Instagram.

Ross’ casting follows news that “AHS” mainstay Sarah 
Paulson will not return in a series-regular role for its upcom-
ing ninth season.


