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245 new cases and two more 
covid deaths in Sikkim

Summit report
Gangtok, 03 Aug: 

sikkim’s count of ac-
tive Covid cases edged 

past the 3,400-mark to 
3,401 with 245 new cas-
es being reported in the 
last 24 hours. Also today, 
the state lost two more 
lives to the virus to take 
the Covid toll in the state 
to 348; of these, 212 
deaths have occurred in 
the second wave since 22 
April.

While one Covid pa-
tient is reported to have 
passed away at sTNM 
Hospital, another death 
was reported from 
West District Hospital 
at Gyalshing, the Daily 
Report of Covid-19 in 
sikkim released by the 
Integrated Disease sur-
veillance Programme of 
the Health Department 
informs.

The 245 new cases 
were picked up from the 
testing of 1,700 samples 
on Monday giving sikkim 
a daily test positivity rate 
14.40%. 

sikkim’s tally of con-
firmed cases of COVID-19 

now stands at 27,125. 
The second wave alone 
accounts for 19,967 of 
the cases, these 103 
days since 22 April, 
2021, contributing 74% 
of the state’s cumula-
tive case-load.

Of the latest cases, 
151 were detected in 
RT-PCR testing of 976 
samples and 94 more 

testing positive in rapid 
antigen testing of 719 
samples. 

While 68 cases were 
registered in East Dis-
trict, 103 were in West 
District, 73 in south Dis-
trict and 01 in North Dis-
trict.

In the meantime, 
165 more persons were 
discharged from home 

and facility isolation on 
Monday after completing 
their mandated period 
of quarantine. sikkim’s 
figure of recovered Covid 
cases has accordingly 
now crossed the 23,000-
mark and stands at 
23,102.

Of the 3,401 ac-
tive cases, only 105 are 
with symptoms severe 

enough to require hos-
pitalization while the 
rest are recovering ei-
ther in home or facility 
isolation. Among those 
in hospital, 17 were 
admitted in the last 24 
hours and 10 patients 
are currently in the ICU 
facilities at sTNM Hos-
pital and Central Refer-
ral Hospital.

MLA visits Limboo Cultural 
Bhawan properties in Tharpu

SorenG, 03 AuG (IPr): 

soreng-Chakung MLA, 
Aditya Golay along 

with secretary, Culture 
Department, D.B. Rawat, 
sDM soreng, Ranjan Rai, 
ADC (Development)  Gay-
us Pega, SDPO, Soreng, 
Mahindra Pradhan, BDO, 
soreng, sabina Limboo, 
RO/AD, Soreng, B.B Rai 
and other officials visited 
the existing properties of 
the Limboo Cultural Bha-
wan located at Tharpu.

The visiting team 
held a brief meeting with 
the president, sukhbir 
Limboo and the commit-
tee members of srijunga 
Yakthung Dakhum Phu-
jumbo (srijunga Cultural 
society) wherein vari-
ous issues regarding the 

upgradation and exten-
sion of the existing prop-
erties in and around the 
Limboo Cultural Bhawan 
were discussed. 

The MLA said that 
the current area will be 
renovated and better 
infrastructure will be 
constructed for tour-
ism purposes. He also 
said that this will help 
in more revenue genera-
tion which will eventual-
ly lead to better societal 
and economic growth of 
the area. Local employ-
ment will also get a boost 
with growth in tourist in-
flow, he added. 

He reiterated that 
local support is a must 
in safeguarding Govern-
ment assets. He also ad-

vised the committee to 
take strict action against 
Government property 
vandalism. He suggested 
that proper advertise-
ment can be done for 
more tourist visibility.

The MLA and the 
team then visited the 
two proposed sites for 
the construction of sci-
ence City at singling. 
He said that the science 
City shall be construct-
ed in such an area where 
there is proper connec-
tivity and feasibility of 
the land. Finalization of 
either of the land will be 
done after the demarca-
tion of the land and also 
proper negotiation of the 
private landowners, he 
said.

Joint delegation of Lepcha organizations 
meet DC for Kurmomlee upgradation

KrAntiKAriS lASh out AGAinSt onorc AlleGAtionS
onorC will check influx, not 

increase it, SKm claims
SAGAr chettri
Gangtok, 03 Aug: 

sikkim Krantikari Mor-
cha again reiterated 

today that One Nation 
One Ration Card [ON-
ORC] will not dilute Ar-
ticle 371F of sikkim. The 
party alleged that oppo-
sition parties and lead-
ers are using ONORC as 
political propaganda to 
defame the state govern-
ment by spreading mis-
information about the 
scheme.

Addressing a press 
conference on Tuesday, 
sKM spokesperson, Ja-
cob Khaling, who is also 
the Political secretary to 
the CM, stated that Arti-
cle 371F is a special arti-
cle inserted in the Consti-
tution of India to protect 
sikkim and its people.

The Constitution of 
the country is always 
above all programmes 
and schemes, said Mr 
Khaling further adding 
that only the Parliament 
can abrogate or amend 
any Article with two-
thirds majority in the 
Parliament. 

He questioned how 
a scheme implemented 
nation-wide can dilute 
Article 371F of the state. 
He alleged that opposi-
tion parties have been 
giving foolish and imma-
ture statements just to 
misguide the people on 
ONORC.

“ONORC is a scheme 
to ensure food for mi-
grant workers and un-

derprivileged families of 
the country. It will not 
touch or dilute Article 
371F now or in the fu-
ture,” Mr Khaling stated. 

Responding to alle-
gations by sikkim Dem-
ocratic Front, he said 
that ONORC is a scheme 
under National Food se-
curity Act extended in 
sikkim along with other 
parts of the country in 
January 2016 during the 
sDF government in sik-
kim. 

“Although ONORC 
will not hamper Article 
371F, if sDF claims it will 
then they need to be held 
responsible since the Act 
was implemented during 
the sDF government in 
the state,” he asserted.

While refuting sDF’s 
claims that ONORC will 
increase influx in the 
state, Mr Khaling con-
tended ONORC will in-
stead check influx since 
there will be no need for 
beneficiaries from out-
side to make new ration 

card in the state.
He added that even 

sikkimese living in other 
states can get ration us-
ing the ration card of sik-
kim. He also suggested 
that the sDF spokesper-
son do some homework 
and study before holding 
a press conference.

On SDF’s claims that 
the state government has 
not submitted affidavits 
in the supreme Court, 
he mentioned that the 
sikkim government has 
submitted four affidavits 
in the supreme Court. 

The first affidavit was 
submitted on 03 June 
2020 and an additional 
affidavit on the same day 
followed by affidavits on 
15 september 2020 and 
on 07 June 2021. 

“It is very unfortu-
nate that the sDF spokes-
person has been playing 
with the sentiments and 
emotions of the people 
and are trying to defame 
the state government,” 

he said.
Taking on another 

sDF allegation that the 
state government failed 
to present a strong case 
against ONORC imple-
mentation in the state, 
Mr Khaling contended 
that the case was not 
about the implemen-
tation of ONORC in the 
state but was related to 
migrant workers of the 
country and measures 
taken by the state gov-
ernment for them. 

He informed that 
the state government 
had clearly mentioned 
that 30,826 migrant 
workers have registered 
themselves in the state 
in its first affidavit and 
the state provided free 
transportation to 11,099 
workers till siliguri.

On another allega-
tion by SDF that ONORC 
would change the de-
mography of sikkim, Mr 
Khaling said that it is sDF 
that first needs to clarify 
how sikkim’s demogra-
phy changed during the 
sDF government.

speaking on exten-
sion of the Citizenship 
Amendment Act in 
the state, he said that 
sKM’s Lok sabha MP, 
Indra Hang subba, vot-
ed against the bill in the 
parliament while sDF’s 
Rajya sabha MP, Hishey 
Lachungpa voted in the 
favour of the bill. 

On SDF’s demand 
that a special Assembly 
session be called to dis-

cuss ONORC, Mr Khaling 
said SDF should first ask 
its lone MLA to attend 
regular sessions of the 
assembly before asking 
for a special session.  

sKM spokesperson, 
CP sharma, who is also 
the Press Advisor to the 
CM, alleged that oppo-
sition parties have been 
trying to make ONORC a 
‘burning issue’ when it is 
just a programme of the 
Centre for migrant work-
ers and underprivileged 
families who are com-
pelled to work in other 
states to earn a liveli-
hood. 

While calling Hamro 
sikkim Party working 
president, Bhaichung 
Bhutia, a ‘half-time play-
er and part-time poli-
tician,’ Mr sharma said 
Bhaichung Bhutia is a 
sports icon but still im-
mature as a politician. 
He alleged that Bhaic-
hung Bhutia has tried to 
instigate people of West 
District with his irre-
sponsible statements 
and by twisting the facts. 
He has further suggested 
that Bhaichung  work in 
the interest of the people 
instead. 

“West District was 
suppressed for the entire 
25-year rule of the previ-
ous government but sKM 
government has been 
working in health, edu-
cation and other areas 
on priority basis for the 
development of the dis-
trict,” he expressed.

GAnGtok, 03 AuG [IPr]: A joint del-
egation of all Lepcha organizations of 
sikkim, namely: Renjyong Mutanchi 
Rong Tarjum, Renjyong Mutanchi Ong 
shejum and sikkim Indigenous Lep-
cha Tribal Association made an official 
visit to the office of the District Collec-
tor, East on 02 August to discuss on 
the issue related to the upgradation of 
Lepcha Literary Organisation’s Build-
ing-Kurmomlee, situated at Develop-
ment Area, Gangtok, East sikkim.

The delegation was led by Addi-
tional Political Secretary to CM [East], 
Tshering Wangchuk Lepcha along with 
the executives of the different sikkim 
Lepcha Organisations and members 
from the Lepcha Civil society.

Emphasizing on the historical im-
portance of the Lepcha Literary Or-
ganisation’s building-Kurmomlee, 
which holds a sentimental attach-
ment of the entire Lepcha com-
munity, the delegation briefed the 
authority about the multifarious 
services that this particular struc-
ture has been catering, not only to 
the Lepcha community but also to 
the other communities at large and to 
nearby local societies.

The administration was appraised 
about how the building has provided 
accommodation facility to many eco-
nomically weaker sections of people 

from far flung areas who come for 
medical treatments over the years, 
since the building was constructed in 
1982 by the members of the Lepcha 
civil society.

The delegation also informed that 
for more than 20 years, the building 
has also provided free hostel for un-
der-privileged students from different 
communities who come to avail for 
the winter coaching classes for Board 
Examinations organized every year for 
three months by sikkim Lepcha Youth 
Association. 

Moreover, due to rapid urbaniza-
tion, the area where the Lepcha Liter-
ary Organisation’s Building-Kurmom-
lee is situated also lacks an open space 
where the local communities could 
hold any kind of social occasions. The 
said building has thus served to the 
need of the nearby local societies as 
well in times of different social occa-
sions like marriages and deaths, the 
delegation added.

Earlier, the District Collector, East, 
Ragul K accorded a welcome to the 
dignitaries and gave a patient hearing 
to the submission of the delegation of 
the Lepcha Organisations and assured 
every possible help on the state gov-
ernment’s part in considering the util-
ity of the building and the ethos of the 
Lepcha community that is attached to.
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indrahang places Sikkim’s 

pending-demands with moS home 
Summit report
Gangtok, 03 Aug:

Lok sabha MP, Indra 
Hang subba, called 

on Minister of state for 
Home Affairs, Nityanand 
Rai at his office in New 
Delhi today. 

In a press release, Mr 
subba informs that he 
apprised Mr Rai on three 
long-pending demands 
of inclusion of left-out 
communities in sched-
uled Tribes list, reserva-
tion of Assembly seats 
for Limboo and Tamang 
communities and the 
17th Karmapa’s visit to 
sikkim. 

“On inclusion of 
left-out communities, 
I apprised him on how 
these communities are 
socia-economically same 
as other tribal commu-
nities of sikkim, yet are 
excluded from the list 
of scheduled Tribe. This 
has been an injustice 
since decades and are 
yet to be get their equal 

share of justice as other 
scheduled tribes in the 
satate. I also submitted 
a copy of Resolution No: 
01 of 2021 passed unani-
mously in the Legislative 
Assembly of sikkim for 

inclusion of these com-
munities in scheduled 
Tribe,” the release in-
forms. 

On Limboo Tamang 
seat reservation, Mr sub-
ba informed the Mos that 

these two communities 
were notified as Sched-
uled Tribe in 2003 but 
are yet to get their share 
of seat reservation in 
the Legislative Assembly 
of sikkim. Four general 
elections have gone by 
but these communities 
are still deprived of their 
constitutional right, he 
stated.

“Though permission 
for the HH 17th Karma-
pa’s visit to sikkim has 
already been granted by 
Home Ministry GoI, His 
Holiness’s visit has not 
been possible yet. I re-
quested the Hon’ble Min-
ister for his kind inter-
vention to make it possi-
ble as early as possible,” 
the release mentions. 

Mr Rai gave a pa-
tient listening to all the 
grievances put forward 
by the MP on behalf of 
the people of sikkim and 
assured to act on these 
issues positively, the re-
lease states. 

Assam says will accept Centre’s 
solution in border row 

Cs chairs meeting on su-swastha Yojana
SuMMIT REPORT
Gangtok, 03 Aug:

A meeting of steer-
ing and Gover-

nance Committee for 
su-swastha Yojana was 
convened under the 
Chairmanship of Chief 
secretary, s.C. Gupta, on 
02 Aug at the Conference 
Hall, Tashiling secretar-
iat, a press release in-
forms. 

The meeting started 
with a welcome speech 
by Director General cum 
secretary, Health & Fam-
ily Welfare Department, 
Dr. Pempa T. Bhutia, fol-
lowed by a presentation 
on su-swastha Yojana by 
Director (NCD), Health & 
FW, Dr. Rinzing Lhamu. 

The committee was 

apprised by the depart-
ment about the action 
taken report and the 
current updates after the 
launch of su-swastha Yo-
jana by Chief Minister, Ps 
Tamang.

During the general 
discussion, important 
issues pertaining to fa-

cilitation of enrolment of 
employees, operation of 
accounts for su-swastha 
Healthcare Management 
Fund were discussed for 
successful implementa-
tion of the scheme.

The meeting conclud-
ed with the decision to 
hold another meeting af-

ter 15th August, 2021 for 
reviewing progress on 
the Yojana.  

Vote of thanks was 
given by Member sec-
retary of the Commit-
tee, Additional Director 
(Acct.), Health & Family 
Welfare Department, 
Karma Choppel. 

GuwAhAtI, 03 AuG: As-
sam wants a permanent 
peaceful solution, said 
the state government’s 
spokesperson Pijush 
Hazarika amid border 
dispute with Mizoram, 
adding that the state 
will welcome Centre’s 
solution.

“We want a perma-
nent peaceful settle-
ment. We want that our 
land remains with us 
and their land remains 
with them. The cen-
tral government should 
come up with a solution 
and we will welcome 
that,” he said in an inter-
view with ANI.

Mr Hazarika further 
stressed that the state 
government has not 
blocked any roads amid 
reports claiming that 
Assam was hindering 
the movement of vehi-
cles at Barak valley after 
the border clash on July 
26 in which six police 
personnel died.

“Assam govern-
ment has not blocked 
any roads. People are 
emotional and some of 
them might have done 
it. We will request them 
not to indulge in such 
activities. Both Assam 

and Mizoram are the 
states of India and we 
are brothers,” noted the 
spokesperson.

Mizoram govern-
ment on Monday wrote 
to Assam government 
asking it to make nec-
essary arrangements 
to enable the entry of 
vehicles stranded on 
NH-306 at Lailapur 
since July 26, when the 
violence took place at 
the interstate border. 
They assured the safe-
ty and security of all 
drivers and passengers 
in Mizoram.

“Vehicles bound for 
Mizoram which have 
been stranded on NH-
306 at Lailapur since 
July 26 want to enter 
Mizoram without delay. 
In this regard kindly 
make all necessary ar-

rangements immedi-
ately for enabling their 
entry into Mizoram 
without any law and 
order problem in As-
sam. The government 
of Mizoram gives it 
assurance for the 
safety and security of 
all drivers, passen-
gers and their vehi-
cles within Mizoram,” 
read the letter issued 
by Vanlalngaihsaka, 
secretary to the gov-
ernment of Mizoram, 
Home Department.

On Monday, Assam 
Chief Minister Himan-
ta Biswa sarma direct-
ed the state police to 
withdraw FIR against 
Rajya Sabha MP K Van-
lalvena as a “goodwill 
gesture.” The MP was 
booked by Assam Police 
in connection with bor-

der violence.
Reiterating the 

same, Mr Hazarika said, 
“Mizoram government 
has withdrawn cases 
registered against As-
sam Police personnel. We 
will also withdraw cases 
against them. The Chief 
Minister has already giv-
en the directions.”

The border dispute 
between the two states 
peaked and a fierce gun 
battle between the forces 
of the two states resulted 
in the death of six Assam 
police personnel and one 
civilian. At least 50 peo-
ple were injured in the 
incident.

Mizoram Boundary 
Committee passed the 
resolution under the 
chairmanship of Depu-
ty Minister of Mizoram 
Tawnluia. The com-
mittee strongly con-
demned the incursion 
of Assam Police into 
the Mizoram Police 
Post at Vairengte on 
July 26, heavily out-
numbering them and 
opening fire first.

Meanwhile, efforts 
are continuing to defuse 
border tensions between 
Assam and Mizoram.

India’s female labour participation 
rate falls to 16.1% as covid hits jobs 

new DelhI, 03 AuG 
[reuterS]: Female la-
bour participation rate in 
India fell to 16.1% during 
the July-september 2020 
quarter, the lowest 
among the major econ-
omies, a government re-
port said, reflecting the 
impact of pandemic and 
a widening job crisis.

The percentage of 
women in the labour 
force had fallen to a 
record low of 15.5% 
during the April-June 
2020 quarter, when In-
dia imposed strict lock-
down to curb the spread 
of COVID-19 virus, said 
the report, released late 
Monday by the Ministry 
of statistics.

According to World 

Bank estimates, India 
has one of the lowest 
female labour force par-
ticipation rates in the 
world. Less than a third 
of women -- defined in 
the report as 15 or older 
-- are working or actively 
looking for a job.

The female labour 
participation rate in In-
dia had fallen to 20.3% 
in 2019 from more than 
26% in 2005, according 
to World Bank estimates, 
compared with 30.5% 
in neighbouring Bangla-
desh and 33.7% in sri 
Lanka.

Most employed wom-
en in India are in low-
skilled work, such as 
farm and factory labour 
and domestic help, sec-

tors that have been hit 
hard by the pandemic.

The unemployment 
rate among women 
touched 15.8%, com-
pared with 12.6% among 
male workers during 
three months that ended 
in september 2020, the 
latest quarter for which 
data was released.

Most economic ac-
tivities have resumed in 
the country after state 
governments eased pan-
demic curbs in response 
to a decline in coronavi-
rus infections from May 
peaks. That is likely to 
help create more jobs for 
all workers, government 
officials said.

India’s July unem-
ployment rate fell to 

6.95% from the June fig-
ure of 9.17%, data from 
the Centre for Monitoring 
Indian Economy (CMIE) 
showed on Monday.

Many private econo-
mists have warned that 
the slow pace of vacci-
nation and a slump in 
consumer demand could 
hurt growth prospects, 
and the economy is un-
likely to attain its pre-
Covid size before March 
2022.

Asia’s third-largest 
economy, which shrunk 
7.3% in the fiscal year 
ending in March, the 
worst recession in last 
seven decades, is expect-
ed to grow at 8-9% year-
on-year in the current 
fiscal year.

lS passes 2 key bills; witnesses continuous ruckus
new DelhI, AuG 3 
(PtI): Lok sabha contin-
ued to witness protests 
by the Opposition over 
the Pegasus snooping 
controversy and farmers’ 
issues on Tuesday and 
had to be adjourned for 
the day after the House 
passed two key bills.

The Tribunals Re-
forms Bill, 2021 and the 
Essential Defence ser-
vices Bill, 2021 were 
passed separately by 
voice vote in the midst of 
continuous protests by 
opposition members.

Amid the protests 
during the Question 
Hour, Speaker Om Birla 
said that important is-
sues related to farmers 
were being discussed 
and urged the protesting 
members in the Well to 
go back to their seats.

He also said the pro-
testing members do not 
seem to want discussions 
and were insulting Par-
liamentary traditions.

More than five ques-

tions and supplemen-
taries, mostly related to 
agriculture and horti-
culture, were taken up 
before the proceedings 
were first adjourned till 
noon. The Question Hour 
went on for nearly 40 
minutes.

Opposition members 
continued their protests. 
Many of them trooped 
into the Well of the House 
shouting slogans and dis-
playing placards.

Parliament proceed-
ings have been disrupted 
due to Opposition pro-
tests since the start of 
the Monsoon session on 
July 19.

Tuesday was the elev-
enth consecutive work-
ing day when the lower 
house witnessed repeat-
ed disruptions.

When the House 
re-assembled at noon, 
the opposition protests 
continued.

senior MP Bhartru-
hari Mahtab, who was in 
the Chair, first allowed 

the papers related to var-
ious ministries to be laid 
in the House.

He also announced 
that the adjournment 
motion moved by a few 
members were rejected 
by the speaker.

As the protests con-
tinued, Mahtab appealed 
to the opposition mem-
bers to go to their seats 
so that the House can 
function normally.

As the opposition ig-
nored his plea, Mahtab 
adjourned the House till 
2 pm after 10 minutes of 
business.

As the House recon-
vened at 2 PM, speaker 
Birla asked the protest-
ing members to go back 
to their seats and said 
that he would give them 
a chance to speak.

However, the opposi-
tion continued their pro-
tests.

Amid the din, the Es-
sential Defence services 
Bill, 2021 was passed.

The proceedings 

were then adjourned till 
4 PM.

When the House re-
convened, the Tribunals 
Reforms Bill, 2021 was 
passed.

Moving the bill for 
consideration and pas-
sage, Finance Minister 
Nirmala sitharaman said 
that the government was 
ready to respond to any 
queries raised by mem-
bers on bills laid in the 
House. Critical of the Op-
position, sitharaman said 
that the “constitutional 
impasse” in Parliament 
was “not correct”.

she also said it was 
unfortunate that nothing 
is being done to stop the 
din in the House.

Leader of Congress in 
Lok sabha Adhir Ranjan 
Chowdhury and RsP MP 
N K Premchandran said 
that bills should not be 
passed when the House 
is not in order and there 
should be a proper de-
bate before the passage 
of any bill.

14 dead, 2.5 
lakh displaced 
after water 
discharged 
from dams 
flood Bengal 
kolkAtA, 03 AuG 
[PtI]: At least 14 peo-
ple died due to wall col-
lapse or electrocution 
and nearly 2.5 lakh got 
displaced in six districts 
of West Bengal, where 
discharge of water from 
Damodar Valley Corpo-
ration dams, followed by 
heavy rain, has inundat-
ed streets and homes, a 
senior official said.

The state government 
has set up shelter homes 
for those displaced, as re-
lief operations, which be-
gan sometime last week, 
continue in the flood-af-
fected areas, the official 
said.

several areas in Pur-
ba Bardhaman, Paschim 
Bardhaman, Paschim Me-
dinipur, Hooghly, Howrah 
and south 24 Parganas 
districts are reeling un-
der waist-deep water, 
with people struggling to 
meet their basic needs, 
he said.

Over one lakh tar-
paulin, 1,000 MT of rice, 
thousands of drinking 
water pouches and clean 
clothes have been sent to 
the shelters homes, he 
stated.

4 years after Assam minority student 
leader’s murder, CBI names 3 suspects 

GuwAhAtI, 03 AuG 
[nDtV]: Four years af-
ter the murder of Lafiqul 
Islam Ahmed, an influ-
ential minority students’ 
leader, the Central Bureau 
of Investigation (CBI) has 
released details of three 
suspects. It has also an-
nounced a reward of ₹ 2 
lakh for information lead-
ing to their arrest.

India’s top investigat-

ing agency had taken over 
the case in 2017 a month 
after Mr Ahmed’s death. 
The case was being probed 
by the Kokrajhar police till 
then. The student leader 
was found shot dead by 
unidentified gunmen on 
August 1, 2017, at around 
4.30 pm in Kokrajhar, the 
Assam district that was 
in the grips of much vi-
olence then. A case was 

registered under the Arms 
Act at the Kokrajhar Po-
lice station. The probe 
revealed the involvement 
of Rupa Brahma, Dingkur 
Mushahary, and Bhadre-
swar Basumatary.

Mr Ahmed’s brother, 
Mohid Islam has wel-
comed the development 
in the case.

“It has been delayed 
a lot but we are happy 

at least some headway 
being made. Now, we 
will work with police so 
that the three accused 
are brought to books,” he 
said.

The late student lead-
er was a strong critic of 
the BJP-led state govern-
ment and the Bodoland 
People’s Front, which 
then ruled the Bodoland 
Territorial Council.
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tourism officials conduct 
surprise checking of hotels

Gangtok, 03 Aug (IPR): 
An inspection team of of-
ficials from Tourism and 
Civil Aviation Depart-
ment along with police 
personnel from Ranipool 
Police station made a 
surprise inspection of 
different hotels, resorts, 
and homestays in the 
East District today.

The main objective of 
the inspection drive was 
to enforce the provision 
of sikkim Public Health 
and Safety (COVID-19) 
Regulations within the 
state of sikkim to ensure 
that COVID-19 protocols 
in the tourist destina-
tions/ hotels/ homestays 
are followed.

The officials urged 

the hoteliers to follow 
the mandatory COVID-19 
SOPs for hotel guests in-

cluding maintenance of 
occupancy status (50%), 
daily updating of the 

guest list with RT-PCR 
reports, availability of 
masks, sanitisers, disin-

fectants etc.
The officials ap-

praised the national 
and state guidelines and 
called for vaccination of 
every employee of the 
hotel, and to keep provi-
sions for separate isola-
tion rooms for the guests 
depending on the num-
ber of accommodation 
available.

The visiting team 
of officers consisted of 
Marcus P. Rai, Joint sec-
retary (Legal), N.T. Bhut-
ia, Joint Director (Hospi-
tality), Vikash Rai, Senior 
Controller of Household 
Affairs CHA (Hospitali-
ty), and Nirmal Cintury, 
Assistant Director (Hos-
pitality).

State task Force on Immunization meets
GAnGtok, 03 AuG 
(IPr): A virtual meeting 
of the state Task Force 
on Immunization under 
the aegis of the Health & 
Family Welfare Depart-
ment, Government of 
sikkim, was held today. 
The meeting was 
chaired by DG-cum-sec-
retary, Health, Dr Pem-
pa T Bhutia, and had 
the participation of 
MD NHM, state Immu-
nization Officer, offi-
cers from various line 
departments, Health 
Department officials, 
officials from WHO & 
uNICEF, and DRCHOs 
from all four districts.

The main objective 
of the meeting was to 
review the routine im-
munization programme 
in the state as well as 
the status of Covid-19 
vaccination.

A detailed presenta-
tion on the progress and 
status of routine immu-
nization programmes in 
the state was made by 
official from WHO, Dr Su-
vendu.

Director, RCH, cum 
State Immunization Of-
ficer, Dr Phumzay Den-
zongpa highlighted var-
ious aspects of Covid-19 
vaccination programme 
such as vaccination time-

line, Covid-19 vaccina-
tion coverage in sikkim, 
AEFI and success stories 
from various parts of the 
state.

This was followed by 
an open house discussion 

which was participated 
by DRCHOs and other of-
ficials.

summing up the 
meeting, DG-cum-secre-
tary, Health, Dr Pempa 
T Bhutia, commended 
the entire team of doc-
tors and health work-
ers for achieving good 
coverage of routine as 
well as Covid-19 vacci-
nation, even during the 
challenging period of 
the pandemic. He urged 
the DRCHOs to strive for 
100% coverage. 

He stressed on im-
proving AEFI (Adverse 
Effect Following Im-
munization) reporting 
and called for efforts to 
disseminate messages 
particularly to pregnant 
women to get vaccinated 
for Covid-19 for the pro-
tection of themselves and 
the baby. 

Assam Lingzey Milk Producers Co-
op Society holds public hearing

Summit report
Gangtok, 03 Aug: 

Assam Lingzey Milk 
Producers Coop-

erative society Limit-
ed conducted a public 
hearing here at its office 
at Gairi Gaon, Assam 
Lingzey, on Tuesday. 

The public hear-
ing was chaired by the 
chairman of the society, 
stephen Rai. 

On the occasion, 
Inspector Madan Rai 
spoke about the cash 
incentive of Rs 8 on one 

litre of milk for dairy 
farmers of the state 
which, he said, has been 
deposited in the bank 
accounts of dairy farm-
ers.

The executive com-
mittee of the society 
has thanked the Chief 
Minister, Ps Tamang. 
and Managing Director 
of sikkim Milk Union, 
AB Karki for providing 
additional cash incen-
tives in the interest of 
dairy farmers of sikkim. 
The cooperative soci-

ety also thanked sikkim 
Milk Union for provid-
ing funds to upgrade the 
bhawan of the coopera-
tive society and further 
thanked local pancha-
yats of the area for add-
ing funds for the same. 

The meeting was 
also addressed by the 
president of cooper-
ative society, stephen 
Rai and local panchayat, 
Ganesh Chettri. On the 
occasion, annual bonus 
was also distributed by 
the president. 

two BSF personnel 
killed in tripura ambush
New Delhi/Agartala, Aug 
3 (PTI) Two Border secu-
rity Force (BsF) personnel 
were killed on Tuesday 
when their patrol was am-
bushed by NLFT militants 
along the India-Bangladesh 
international border in Tri-
pura. The border guarding 
force said the ambush took 
place around 6:30 AM in 
the Dhalai district of the 
state and those killed in-
cluded a sub-Inspector of 
the force. The ambush and 
retaliation by the troops 
took place near the R C 
Nath border post that is un-
der the Chawmanu police 
station area of the district in 
the Panisagar sector.

Dhalai district is 
about 94 km from state 
capital Agartala and it 
borders Bangladesh on 
the northern and south-
er sides.Out of the total 

4,096 km long India-Ban-
gladesh border, Tripura 
shares 856 km of the 
front. “During the fierce 
encounter, sub Inspector 
Bhuru singh and Consta-
ble Raj Kumar sustained 
fatal injuries and lost 
their lives

“As per the blood 
stains available at the 
spot, militants have re-
portedly sustained some 
injuries,” a BsF spokes-
person said.

Both our martyrs 
fought valiantly before 
succumbing to their inju-
ries, he said.

The spokesperson 
said a “massive” search 
operation has been 
launched in the area to 
nab the militants.

The weapons of the 
two slain soldiers were 
taken away by the mili-
tants, officials said.

8 states show rise in R-Factor, 
Covid “still raging”, govt cautions 

new DelhI, 03 AuG 
[nDtV]: The pandemic 
is “still raging” in the 
country and eight states 
have shown a rise in the 
R-factor, the govern-
ment said today, calling 
it a “significant prob-
lem”.
As many as 44 districts 
have reported a high 
case positivity and the 
Delta-driven second 
wave is still not over, 
warned VK Paul, who 
heads the government’s 
Covid task force. Eigh-
teen districts showed an 
increasing trend in cas-
es in the last four weeks, 
according to the govern-
ment.

“Delta variant is a 
dominant problem. The 
pandemic is still raging 
and the second wave is 
persisting in our own 

country,” Dr Paul said, 
expressing concern 
about the R-factor or the 
reproductive rate of a vi-
rus, which indicates how 
fast it is spreading.

“Please remember 
that R number should 
be 0.6 or below. If it has 
gone over 1, it shows it 
is a significant problem 
and the virus wants to 
spread,” said Dr Paul.

He said the num-
ber of districts with 
high positivity had de-
creased from the previ-
ous week but per state, 
the number of districts 
with high positivity 
had decreased from the 
previous week. Now 
new states are showing 
districts with high pos-
itivity, he said.

The states where 
the R-factor is more 

than one are Himachal 
Pradesh, Jammu and 
Kashmir, Lakshadweep, 
Tamil Nadu, Mizoram, 
Karnataka, Puducherry 
and Kerala.

Only Andhra Pradesh 
and Maharashtra show 
a declining trend and 
states like Bengal, Naga-
land, Haryana, Goa, Delhi 
and Jharkhand the R-fac-
tor is at 1.

“Whenever R number 
is above one, it means 
that the case trajectory is 
increasing and it needs to 
be controlled,” explained 
Lav Agarwal, Joint secre-
tary, Union Health Minis-
try.

He said the Us, Can-
ada, Australia and India 
have an R number of 1.2 
on average. This means 
one infected person is in-
fecting more than one.
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Avoid the Babel Syndrome
Resuscitate languages and the rest will follow

One of the more encouraging signs when it comes to the 
vibrancy of languages is to see the young make lists in 

the mother tongues. It is a rarity, because even speakers of 
the lingua franca nowadays take notes in English and they 
are already conversing on the smartphones in emojis. The 
worry then is that the mother  tongue, the language they 
would  be expected to be the most fluent in when conveying 
emotions and ideas, has now become the formal language – 
something they can write exams in or  maybe use to speak 
with elders, but cannot joke or share ideas in. so, when the 
mother tongue becomes the language of casual conversa-
tions and spontaneous note-taking, it becomes a special 
moment, underlining a community’s success at keeping 
their culture alive because no culture can survive once its 
language is lost. 

In fact, a major concern exists in communities all over 
the world over the preservation of native languages and cul-
tures. While earlier, indigenous communities could rely on 
traditional educational systems to ensure their cultural sur-
vival, this support system does not exist anymore. Earlier, 
the language would get passed down around kitchen fires 
and along with it would slip through the essence of ethnic 
cultures and traditions. As sikkim grows more cosmopoli-
tan, outside influences have edged out this form of educa-
tion. The formal education system which includes many in-
digenous/ local languages in its curriculum does not include 
the subtlety with which cultures were instinctively fostered 
earlier. At best, the schools can equip the students with the 
language, which they should then utilise to learn. Unlike 
the present trend where the learning curve ends with the 
schooling years, the learning should in fact begin once the 
basics of a language have been picked up and then should 
launch the process of mastering it. This becomes necessary 
because indigenous languages are finding fewer and fewer 
people using them anymore and the few who have mastered 
the tongue need to record whatever it is they can cull from 
the older generation so that some element of their identity 
survives the march of time. In fact, this is one aspect of the 
cultural revivalism afoot all over the Hills that needs to be 
paid more attention to. 

While it is all too easy to play the role of the victimised 
and collect sympathy, it is in proving real concern and en-
gagement that the Hill communities are failing. This applies 
not just to the minority Lepchas and Bhutias of the Hills but 
also the Nepalese. It needs no reiteration that language is the 
link to identity. It is the language that keeps cultures alive. 
The nuances of each language highlight the influence of the 
past which shapes the present of individual communities. 
That said, let’s look at the state of ethnic languages among 
the speakers themselves. When a language is being taught in 
school, it has to mean more than just a medium of commu-
nication. It has to become the tool of learning and discovery. 
One does not know whom to blame here, but few in Sikkim 
have proven that they can deploy their language skills for 
this purpose.

Blame it on the influence of television or now access to 
affordable broadband which has wiped out the reading hab-
it or the confusion of being exposed to too many languages 
[Nepali, English, Hindi and the mother tongue, in Sikkim’s 
case], but fact remains that we are grooming a generation 
of students who are not proficient in any language. We are 
talking here in terms of reading, understanding and writing. 
Anyone can communicate, but a student is expected to do 
better.

The previous generation has to shoulder most of the 
blame. They relied too much on tokenism. A language day 
here, a smattering of language skills there and they thought 
they had done enough. They were wrong. A language has to 
become relevant to survive. It can be made relevant if im-
portant and interesting books are written in that language, 
if popular music uses it. Just look around, how many inter-
esting books can a lay person find in Bhutia or Lepcha which 
is not available in other languages. Even Nepali language 
essentially survives only as the lingua franca. To prove the 
point - can anyone recall the last work in fiction in Nepali 
which was a runaway hit that everyone wanted to read and 
possess? Fact remains, we are wiping out our cultures be-
cause we are not serious enough about our languages.

hamlet: A Play that Speaks to 
pandemics past and present

elizABeth SchAFer
theconversation.com

I went to the theatre for the first 
time in 15 months to see the The-

atre Royal Windsor’s new produc-
tion of Hamlet. starring Ian McKel-
len and directed by sean Mathias, it 
really resonates in a time of ongoing 
pandemic. Mckellen’s very contem-
porary, teenage Hamlet slouches 
around in a hoodie and trackie bot-
toms, grieving, isolated and angry.

The setting, like the original, is 
the city of Elsinore, Denmark. In 
this version, COVID funerals are dis-
rupted and truncated. Hamlet, a lat-
terday prince, is a bisexual universi-
ty student stuck at home with mum 
and step-dad when he wants to be 
back at uni in Wittenberg, hanging 
out with his friends and lovers.

Mental health issues afflict 
those in mourning, especially roy-
alty. Hamlet muses “to be or not to 
be” as his lover, Horatio, gives the 
prince that most precious of things 
in lockdown, a haircut. Characters 
are overwhelmed by feelings of loss. 
suicidal thoughts lurk. Denmark 
feels, and looks, like a prison. The 
government is morally corrupt.

Much of the play, this modern 
interpretation and shakespeare’s 
original, speak to the circumstanc-
es and current climate in which we 
live. There is much in it to relate to 
and also learn from as our world 
widens and we learn to “live with 
the virus”.

PANDEMICs PAsT
The spectre of plague and pan-

demic hung over much of shake-
speare’s life. He was born in April 
1564, a few months before an out-
break of bubonic plague killed a 
quarter of the people in his home-
town, stratford-upon-Avon. such 
pandemics would recur during his 

time in London in 1592, 1603, 1606 
and then 1609.

When shakespeare wrote Ham-
let, usually dated around 1599-
1601, feelings of grief, mourning 
and bereavement were probably at 
the forefront of his mind. His par-
ents were very elderly by contem-
porary standards. shakespeare’s fa-
ther, John, died in september 1601 
around 70 years of age. Five years 
earlier, in August 1596, shake-
speare’s son, Hamnet, had died 
aged 11, possibly of plague.

It is an uncanny coincidence 
that the name Hamlet is so close in 
sound to the name of shakespeare’s 
son. The play is obsessed with fa-
thers and sons, and how to navi-
gate mourning a father’s death. It 
is full of speeches about grief and 
attempts to move on after bereave-
ment. Hamlet is not alone in this as 
Ophelia and Laertes also suffer from 
unresolved grief in the play.

What galvanises Hamlet out of 
his emotional lockdown is theatre. 
When he hears travelling players 
are in town he leaps into action. 
Like so many in the audience he has 
really missed the theatre.

Despite the modern dress, sean 
Mathias’ production eclectically 
evokes the theatre practices of the 
troupe in Hamlet. Most obviously, 
casting ignores age, ethnicity and 
gender, something which evokes 
the fact that shakespeare’s stage 
had young men playing women. so 
while Jonathan Hyde is realistically 
cast as a plausible, efficient Claudi-
us, the teenage Hamlet is played by 
an 82-year-old, while Francesca An-
nis who plays his elderly ghost.

PANDEMIC THEATRE
Lee Newby’s set design also 

encourages audiences to think of 
early modern playing conditions, 

transforming the Theatre Royal 
stage into a black metal, faux Globe 
theatre with two banks of seats on 
either side of the stage and a gallery 
at the back.

As a result, the onstage audience 
are clearly on display, sharing light 
with the performers. The manda-
tory face masks offer a constant re-
minder of COVID, while blanking out 
the audience’s reactions, but they 
also offer a reminder that shake-
speare’s playhouse had to navigate 
its own pandemic and often had to 
negotiate sudden lockdowns.

When the weekly plague death 
count reached 30 in shakespeare’s 
time, the playhouses closed. Plague 
transmission was not properly 
understood, but it was clear that 
people congregating created a su-
per-spreader event of sorts.

shakespeare, a player, play-
wright and, most importantly of all, 
a shareholder in the Globe, seems to 
have seized the moment and writ-
ten prolifically during plague lock-
downs. In 1592 he was writing nar-
rative poetry - Venus and Adonis, 
The Rape of Lucrece - as plague 
raged.

The years 1603 to 1604, 1606, 
and 1608 to 1609 were also bad 
for plague, and seem to have giv-
en shakespeare space to write. For 
example King Lear was performed 
at Whitehall Palace on Boxing Day 
1606 at the end of a year of plague. 
From 1597 on, shakespeare could 
also escape to his sprawling War-
wickshire country mansion, New 
Place, one of the largest houses for 
miles, with at least 20 rooms.

By contrast, many players were 
desperate for any income and fac-
ing destitution. so, sometimes play-
houses would reopen before the 
mortality rate fell to the level con-

sidered “safe”. The thought of what 
a “freedom day” was like in the ear-
ly modern playhouse, with those 
standing (known as groundlings) 
pressed closely together in the yard, 
is perhaps even more daunting than 
watching people flood back now re-
strictions are lifted.

Now that so many restrictions 
have been lifted now in the UK since 
July 19, I am feeling very ambivalent 
about the shared experience of live 
theatre. The Theatre Royal created 
what feels like a very safe space and, 
personally, I could get used to hav-
ing such a generous amount of leg 
room in front of me. In a COVID-se-
cure theatre, there’s no need to get 
intimate with complete strangers 
while trying to squeeze through to 
your seat.

But after “Freedom Day”, the 
theatre is only insisting that masks 
remain mandatory for the audience 
onstage who are in such close prox-
imity to the actors. The theatre will 
only “strongly encourage” the rest 
of the audience to mask up.

During the first decade of the 
1600s, pandemic ravaged the coun-
try’s population and theatres were 
closed as often as they were open. 
This might be the case now too. 
Already productions have had to 
close to isolate, including London’s 
shakespeare’s Globe, after positive 
cases among cast and crew. Maybe 
restrictions indoors could stave off 
more productions having to close. 
It took 30 deaths to close the play-
houses in the 1600s, but now all it 
takes to close a theatre is one case 
of COVID.

[the writer is Professor of Dra-
ma and Theatre studies, Royal Hol-
loway university of London]

why Spite Could Destroy liberal Democracy
SImon mCCArthy-JoneS
theconversation.com

As communism imploded in 1989, the Amer-
ican political scientist Francis Fukuyama 

asked if liberal democracy was “the end of histo-
ry”, being the form all societies were destined to 
take. The past decades have suggested not. Illib-
eral democracies and hybrid democratic-author-
itarian regimes continue to emerge.

Fukuyama foresaw this possibility. He felt 
that citizens dissatisfied with liberty and equal-
ity could destabilise liberal democracy – restart-
ing history as it were. One way they could do so, 
I realised while writing a book about spite, is if 
such dissatisfaction led to spiteful acts.

I therefore believe defenders of liberal de-
mocracy must understand the danger of spite.

THE NEED FOR RECOGNITION
Fukuyama argued that political struggle caus-

es history. This struggle tries to solve the prob-
lem of thymos – an ancient Greek term referring 
to our desire to have our worth recognised.

This desire can involve wanting to be rec-
ognised as equal to others. But it can also involve 
wanting to be recognised as superior to others. 
A stable political system needs to accommodate 
both desires.

Communism and fascism failed, argued 
Fukuyama, because they couldn’t solve the prob-
lem of recognition. Communism forced people 
to make humiliating moral compromises with 
the system. Fascism offered people recognition 
as members of a racial or national group. Yet it 
failed after its militarism led to defeat in the sec-
ond world war.

In contrast, Fukuyama claimed that liberal de-
mocracy could solve the problem of recognition. 
Granting universal human rights, acknowledging 
the dignity and worth of all, moved to address 
desires for equality. Encouraging entrepreneur-
ship, competitive professions, electoral politics 
and sport created safe outlets for those wanting 
to be recognised as superior.

But liberty can lead to inequalities, frustrat-
ing the desire to be recognised as equal. And 
measures taken to reduce inequalities can im-
pede the desire to be recognised as superior.

These frustrated urges can lead to a spiteful 
backlash. This could lead to decision-making that 
weakens a liberal democracy. It could even rip 
apart the delicate net of rights that holds liberal 
democracy together.

COuNTER-DOMINANT SPITE
A desire for equality is found in contemporary 

hunter-gatherer societies. Whenever someone 
gets above themselves, the group will bring them 
down. Means can range from gossip to murder.

If ancient humans evolved in comparable 
conditions, we likely evolved “counter-domi-
nant” tendencies. Indeed, we can see this today 
in games devised by economists.

In such games, the majority of people, when 
anonymous, will pay to destroy someone else’s 
undeserved gains. Furthermore, nearly half of 
people, if anonymous, will destroy others’ fairly 
earned gains. We even see people paying to pun-
ish others who help them, finding the esteem 
gained by generous people to be threatening. 
This is called do-gooder derogation.

Counter-dominant spite can weaken liberal 
democracies. During the 2016 Brexit referen-
dum, some people in the UK voted Leave to spite 
elites, knowing this could damage the country’s 
economy.

similarly, during the 2016 Us presidential 
election some voters supported Donald Trump to 
spite Hillary Clinton, knowing his election could 
harm the Us. Regimes hostile to liberal democ-
racy encouraged such spiteful actions in both 
the UK and Us. Ultimately, counter dominance 
achieved by spitefully pulling others down risks 
destroying property rights in a communistic race 
to the bottom.

DOMINANT SPITE
The desire to be superior to others, regulated 

by hunter-gatherer societies, broke loose about 
some 10,000 years ago, when agriculture start-
ed. People then lived in larger groups, with more 
personal resources. Dominance-seeking, also 
part of our evolved nature, could no longer be 
easily constrained.

The desire to be seen as better can be so-

cially productive and motivating. Yet 
it can also lead to what is known as 
dominant spite. This can involve ac-
cepting a loss to retain an advantage 
over another. For example, many of us 
would rather earn less yet be ahead of 
our neighbour than earn more and be 
behind them. similarly, around 10% of 
people will accept less if it maximises 
how far ahead they are of others. In 
short, dominant spite reflects a de-
sire to rule in hell rather than serve in 
heaven.

Dominant spite is also seen in some 
people’s need for chaos. Researchers 
have found that around 10%-20% of 
people endorse statements such as that 
society should be burned to the ground. 
This may represent frustrated status 
seekers who think they could ultimately 
thrive in the ruins.

LIBERTY, EQuALITY, DEMOCRACY?
To prevent a spiteful descent into 

hell, we need to understand what triggers spite. 
We know that spite increases as inequality and 
competition rise. Do-gooder derogation is great-
er in societies where the rule of law and co-op-
erative norms – how acceptable people find tax 
evasion or fare dodging – are weaker.

An economically growing liberal democracy, 
seen as lawful and fair, may be the most effective 
way to address the problem of recognition. Yet 
this society must still deal with some members 
believing all inequalities are the result of oppres-
sion, while others think any brake on inequality 
is immoral. such feelings still leave the door ajar 
for destructive acts of spite.

Yet, although spite can threaten liberal de-
mocracy, it may also save it. When people violate 
values we find sacred, the activity in the part our 
brains that deals with cost-benefit analyses is 
dampened down. This encourages us to act re-
gardless of what harm may come to us, allowing 
us to spite the other.

At the end of history, Fukuyama argued, peo-
ple would no longer risk their lives for causes once 
deemed sacred. But if no-one felt liberal democracy 
was sacred, who would risk themselves to defend it?

To defend liberal democracy, it must be held 
sacred. This is what motivates its defenders to 
“go on to the end… whatever the cost may be”, 
as Winston Churchill once put it. spite may pull 
liberal democracy apart, but it may also be the 
sublime madness that saves it from tyranny.

[the writer is Associate Professor 
in Clinical Psychology and Neuropsy-

chology, Trinity College Dublin]
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The woes of migrant workers to get vaccines and certification
chAndAn KumAr mAndAl
kathmandu, 03 Aug [kathmandu-
Post]: After a back-breaking two weeks 
running from pillar to post in Kathmandu, 
Yunush Malla finally decided to return to 
his hometown in Parsa Bazar of Rapti Mu-
nicipality, Chitwan on Monday afternoon.
His latest trip to the Capital was some-
thing he would rather forget.
Malla, 25, was among hundreds of migrant 
workers who have been flocking to Kath-
mandu to receive Covid-19 vaccines so 
that they can fly to their jobs overseas.
After coming across news that migrant 
workers would be prioritised for Covid-19 
vaccination, he reached Kathmandu on 
July 16. since then he had been running to 
different government offices—to get the 
jab and then to get certified of the fact.

“since I landed in Kathmandu to get 
vaccinated, my life was confined to visit-
ing government offices,” Malla, told the 
Post. “It feels like I have seen all about how 
everything works in this country.”

Nepali migrant workers’ struggle for 
vaccination, so that they would be allowed 
entry to countries they migrate to work, is 
a microcosm of the ad-hoc decisions of the 
government that affects the everyday life 
of its citizens.

Decision after decision, the govern-
ment has made things rather complicated 
for migrant workers and put them through 
bureaucratic hassles.

“What workers have been going 
through in the last two weeks is nothing 
short of mentally torturing them,” said 
swarna Kumar Jha, a migrant rights expert 
and an activist. “It all showed lack of in-
ter-agency coordination and this is noth-
ing new for Nepal.”

All of this started a few weeks back.
After several weeks of suspension of 

international flights during the second 
wave of the pandemic from late April, 
which had also disrupted foreign employ-
ment, Nepali workers may have gradually 
started going abroad once again. But the 
process has been full of hurdles.

Their plan was affected first with des-
tination countries making vaccination 
mandatory for outsiders, including Nepali 
workers, and then limited flights and ex-
pensive airfares.

At the beginning, Nepali authorities 
first did not prioritise outbound migrant 
workers for vaccination. When they finally 
decided to administer them with Covid-19 
vaccine, following persistent pressure 
from workers, recruiting agencies and mi-
grant rights activists, they were allotted 
the Chinese Vero Cell vaccine, which only 
added more hassles to their migration 
plans.

As it requires two doses in a gap of 
four weeks and is not approved by several 
destination countries in the Persian Gulf, 

it was deemed impractical for migrant 
workers.

Days later, the government again de-
cided to administer them with the sin-
gle-shot Johnson & Johnson vaccine. But 
with people crowding immunisation cen-
tres and authorities worried that it would 
run out of the Johnson & Johnson vaccine, 
the government then decided to provide 
them with both Vero Cell and Johnson 
& Johnson depending upon their travel 
plans.

Malla’s struggles started with getting a 
vaccine.

On July 19, he reached Sukraraj Tropi-
cal and Infectious Disease Hospital at Teku 
at 4am—hours before the facility opened.

“Even at that hour, more than 100 people 
like me had already queued up,” said Malla.

Eventually, when his turn came at 1pm, 
the hospital announced that they had run 
out of vaccines.

The United states had provided 1.534 
million doses of the vaccine in grants 
through the COVAX facility and the Min-
istry of Health and Population started ad-
ministering them in Kathmandu on July 
19.

Appalled and angry, Malla with some 
friends, ran to a hospital at Kalanki after 
hearing that Johnson & Johnson vaccine 
was being administered for outbound 
migrant workers there, but there was no 
vaccine there.

The next stop was Manmohan Memo-
rial Medical College and Teaching Hospi-
tal, at swayambhu, where after more than 
12 hours of running around since 4am, he 
finally got his Johnson & Johnson jab.

But Malla’s woes, like those of thou-
sands of migrant workers, were not over 
yet.

As per the rules of the labour destina-
tion countries, which have made vaccina-
tion against Covid-19 a condition for en-
try, Nepali workers also need to get vacci-
nation certificates verified by the relevant 
government agencies.

That meant they had to stand in queue 
for several hours to get their Covid-19 vac-
cination cards verified.

“I again reached Teku hospital at 4am. 
There were no government officials to 
guide us or even help us. Whoever we 
asked, they would simply say that they 
had no idea,” said Malla. “But I got the cer-
tificate at around 2pm on the same day. 
Although it was said that it would be free, 
we had to pay.”

According to Malla, he first had to pay 
Rs300 at Teku hospital. Later, they had 
to pay another Rs300 for another official 
stamp from the Health Ministry after go-
ing through the same trouble.

“After getting the first letter, many had 
even returned to their homes happily. We 
were assured that the verification letter 

would work and even if a QR code was 
needed as in the case of Kuwait, the Nepali 
government would take some initiative to 
solve the problem,” said Malla. “But as the 
first document did not have a stamp, those 
who had gone to their hometowns had to 
return to Kathmandu.”

More troubles lay ahead.
They had to get the same document 

verified again by the Department of Con-
sular services under the Ministry of For-
eign Affairs. This is where they had en-
countered most problems besides paying 
another Rs500.

“At the department, you not only had 
to stand in a queue and get the document 
verified. We had to fill out forms, go to the 
bank to deposit the money and then go 
from one window to another,” said Malla. 
“That took another four to five hours.”

Even after all of this, Malla is not sure 
whether the vaccine certificate would al-
low him entry to Kuwait as it requires the 
certificate to have a Quick Response (QR) 
code. Malla is among scores of other Ku-
wait-bound Nepali migrants facing this 
issue.

On Sunday, the government issued a 
few decisions aimed at making things eas-
ier for tens of thousands of Nepali migrant 
workers who are desperate to report back 
to their jobs.

The Department of Health services 
directed line agencies in provinces and 
districts as well as all the government hos-
pitals with more than 50 beds to issue vac-
cination certificates with QR codes to out-
bound migrant workers and those going 
abroad for studies without any charges. It 
also asked them to depute

two staff members for the purpose.
Likewise, the Health Ministry asked 

hospitals that have been issuing vaccina-
tion certificates to foreign-bound Nepalis 
not to collect any fees from them as per 
the July 22 secretary-level decision which 
said such certificates should be provided 
free.

Also on sunday, the Department of 
Consular services, which had been attest-
ing the vaccination certificates issued by 
agencies under the Health Ministry, said 
that Nepalis planning to go abroad are not 
required to get attestation from the de-

partment henceforth.
“Migrant workers and other Nepalis 

who earlier had to visit the department 
will not be required to get their vaccina-
tion certificates further verified,” Ganga 
Sundas, information officer with the De-
partment of Consular services, told the 
Post. “We have conveyed the information 
with Nepal-based foreign missions to ac-
cept the vaccination certificates issued by 
the Health Ministry and verified by the au-
thorised hospitals.”

Before the latest decision of the De-
partment of Consular services, every day 
nearly 1,000 people would visit the office 
for vaccination card verification.

“Even if 1,000 people visit for the ser-
vices, they might have been carrying more 
vaccination certificates for attestation 
on behalf of others as well,” said sundas. 
“Now we are expecting a drop in the num-
ber of service seekers visiting the office.”

Although not requiring verification 
from the Department of Consular services 
as well as other decisions announced by 
the government on sunday are expect-
ed to provide much-needed relief to ev-
er-impoverished and neglected migrant 
workers, migrant rights activists and even 
migrant workers say such measures have 
come too late.

“There should have been a one-win-
dow policy rather than putting workers 
through all of this trouble for more than 
two weeks now. If they were allotted vac-
cines, arrangements should have been at 
the vaccination centres to provide them 
with certificates and verify them imme-
diately, which would not be a big deal if 
things had been planned earlier,” said Jha, 
who is also coordinator of the National 
Network for safe Migration, a group of 
organisations working to promote safer 
migration. “Also, the vaccination decision 
was taken without considering require-
ments of destination countries. Besides, 
making workers pay for either vaccination 
certificates or their verification is simply 
not acceptable. They are only asking for 
proof from the state that they are vacci-
nated.”

Sundas, the official with the Depart-
ment of Consular services, said that the 
department could not stop verification 

of vaccination certificates as the decision 
had to come from elsewhere.

“We have stopped the verification 
process after the Health Ministry and 
Covid-19 Crisis Management Centre 
asked us to do so and we have informed 
Nepal-based foreign missions according-
ly. Our department has shared a specific 
format of the certificate issued by govern-
ment-authorised hospitals with foreign 
missions,” said sundas. “Regarding the 
payment, it was a charge levied for attes-
tation of any document.”

Jha, however, highlighted that such co-
ordination could have been made earlier 
rather than when citizens have already 
suffered for merely getting vaccination 
certificates.

“It seems the government authorities 
take decisions and then correct them later 
after things turn to the worst. If potential 
problems are considered in advance, such 
issues would not come at first,” said Jha. 
“One authority makes a decision which 
clashes with those of another, ultimately af-
fecting the general public. In the case of vac-
cination, the government should have made 
things easier to facilitate migrant workers 
rather than putting them through stress.”

It is migrant workers like Malla who 
have to bear the brunt of authorities not 
thinking things through and taking ad-hoc 
decisions.

“The government could have easily 
provided all of us with vaccine certificates 
bearing QR codes as it does not need ad-
ditional budget allocation,” said Malla. “It 
does not need much effort either as the 
government had all our details online 
which we submitted for registering for 
vaccination.”

Even after all the troubles, Malla’s wor-
ries are not over yet.

As the government aims to provide 
vaccination certificates with QR codes 
from August 17, time is running fast for 
him and others, who fear losing their 
well-paying jobs.

Malla’s visa will expire on August 
21—only four days after the government 
will start issuing vaccination certificates 
with QR codes. He just hopes that he will 
be able to get the QR coded document on 
time and he can fly to Kuwait before his 
visa expires.

“I got married only a few months back. 
My wife expected me to be home with her 
but I had to spend two weeks in Kathman-
du running everywhere,” said Malla.

Malla had returned home from Kuwait 
after several years on March 8.

“I fear losing my job that pays me 
Rs120,000 per month. After several years 
of hard work and experience, I have 
gained this level of financial security. With 
the government’s casual response, I fear 
losing all of it all at once,” said Malla.  

All unsuccessful Class 12 Bengal Board 
students declared passed after protests 

kolkAtA, 03 AuG 
[PtI]: After days of pro-
tests by several unsuc-
cessful students, the 
West Bengal Council of 
Higher secondary Educa-
tion (WBCHsE) Monday 
announced that all the 
unsuccessful candidates 
of the Class 12 board ex-
amination were declared 
as passed.

Estimating the fig-
ure of unsuccessful can-
didates to be around 
18,000, the WBCHsE told 
reporters that the council 
sympathetically revised 
the evaluation given the 
difficulties faced by the 
students in the COVID-19 
situation and declared all 

of them passed.
To a question, if all the 

18,000 candidates who 
had failed in the exams 
were declared as having 
passed, council president 
Mahua Das told PTI, “Yes, 
excepting those who had 
not enrolled themselves 
for class 12. Unfortunate-
ly, some of the students 
who had not enrolled 
themselves for class 12 
had also participated in 
the agitation.”

However, Ms Das did 
not specify the number of 
such students.

The candidates have 
been demanding that 
they be declared as 
passed as no examina-

tions were held this year 
due to the pandemic.

Of the 8,19, 202 high-
er secondary candidates, 
97.69 per cent of them 
were declared to have 
passed the examination, 
results of which were de-
clared on July 22.

An evaluation method 
was worked out this year 
based on marks obtained 
by an examinee in the 
Madhyamik (Class 10 ex-
amination) and the best 
of four subject scores in 
class 11 annual examina-
tion.

The assessment 
marks in class 12 practi-
cals in the case of science 
subjects and projects by 

students of humanities 
were added to the evalu-
ation criteria.

The Council president 
told reporters that all 
the unsuccessful candi-
dates have been declared 
passed after review of 
their 2020 Class 11 annu-
al results in their respec-
tive schools and assess-
ment marks for practi-
cals/projects in Class 12.

The results were de-
clared on July 22 and 
since then the students, 
who had failed, staged 
demonstrations across 
the state prompting the 
state government to ask 
the Council president for 
reviewing the results.

“Allow trucks to enter”: mizoram writes 
to Assam, assures drivers’ safety 

GuwAhAtI, 03 AuG 
[nDtV]: The Mizoram 
government has written 
to authorities in Assam 
asking them to allow the 
entry of trucks stranded 
at the border between the 
two states since last week’s 
border flare-up. The north-
eastern state has assured 
the safety of the drivers of 
the vehicles entering its ter-
ritory.

The state has also com-
plained to Union Home 
Minister Amit shah saying 
Assam was not allowing 
supplies of Covid medi-

cines, test kits, and other 
equipment into Mizoram.

Assam had last week is-
sued a travel advisory to its 
people against entering the 
neighbouring state after vio-
lence erupted in border areas 
over an old boundary dispute.

Landlocked Mizoram 
depends a lot on supplies of 
essential items from neigh-
bouring states, especially 
Assam. It is now airlifting 
the supplies it needs.

“Vehicles bound for 
Mizoram which have been 
stranded on NH-306 at 
Lailapur since 26.07.2021 

want to enter...without de-
lay. In this regard, kindly 
make all arrangements im-
mediately for enabling their 
entry...without any law and 
order problem in Assam,” 
Mizoram Home secretary 
Vanlalngaihsaka wrote to-
day in a letter to his Assam 
counterpart.

“The government of 
Mizoram gives its assurance 
for the safety and security 
of all drivers, passengers, 
and their vehicles within 
Mizoram,” the message said.

Last Monday, violence 
broke out in Mizoram’s Ko-

lasib district and Assam’s 
Cachar over the boundary 
dispute. In the ensuing ex-
change of gunfire, seven 
Assam police officers lost 
their lives.

Both sides initially 
blamed each other for set-
ting off the violence, but lat-
er toned down the rhetoric 
and decided to settle things 
through dialogue. This fol-
lowed the involvement of 
the Union Home Ministry 
which has now deployed 
paramilitary forces in the 
violence-hit areas of the 
two states.
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Sport&Specials
no time for disappointment, have to focus on bronze 

medal match: skipper manpreet and Sreejesh
tokyo, AuG 3 (PtI): 
The 2-5 loss to Belgium 
in the Olympic semifi-
nals on Tuesday is dis-
appointing but Indian 
men’s hockey team cap-
tain Manpreet singh 
and star custodian P R 
sreejesh said the side 
has no time to dwell on 
the heartbreak as it has 
to refocus for the bronze 
medal play-off on Thurs-
day.

The eight-time win-
ners of Olympic gold, the 
last of which came way 
back in 1980, fell short 
against world champions 
Belgium, losing 2-5 in the 
semifinals here on Tues-
day.

“It is really hard for 
me right now because 
we came with a winning 
mindset, but unfortunate-
ly we didn’t win the match. 
Now we need to focus on 
our next bronze-medal 
match and we need to 
work and we need to get 
the medal,” Manpreet said 
after the loss.

“It’s a great honour 
for us reaching the semi-
final after a long time, 
but now I think we need 
to focus because the next 
match is going to be re-
ally important for us. At 
least we should win a 
bronze medal for the na-
tion,” he added.

The skipper said hav-
ing toiled hard for the 
last five years to reach 
this level, India deserved 
a better result on Tues-
day.

“It’s always been hard 
work and togetherness. 
This team has been to-
gether for the last four 

or five years. We have 
worked really hard to be 
reaching this level. We 
deserve better, and un-
fortunately we couldn’t 
get it today.”

sreejesh agreed with 
his skipper and said the 
loss against Belgium is a 
thing of the past now and 
the team needs to focus 
on returning home with 
a medal from here.

“Disappointed, but 
you don’t have time to 
worry about that. You 
need to forget about that 
and think about the fu-
ture. Now we still have 
a chance to win a medal 
and that’s more import-
ant for us than crying at 
this time,” he said.

“It’s more important 
for us to think about the 
future, watch the match, 
think about where we 
lost, where we commit-
ted the mistakes, rectify 
that, and move on,” add-
ed.

senior India defend-
er Rupinder Pal singh too 
feels that all is not lost in the 
ongoing Games for them.

“Of course it’s heart-
breaking for us, reaching 
the semifinal after 41 years 
and we were here to win a 
gold medal. That was our 
aim, but we lost today. The 
great thing is we have a 
chance to finish third in the 
next game so we will focus 
on that,” he said.

Rupinder believes a 
medal from Tokyo will be 
big for the sport back in 
the country.

“If we win that, it’s 
going to be for us only. 
Of course there are a lot 
of people behind this 
and supporting us. But 
we are going to win for 
us first and then (every-
one else). That’s a great 
motivation, too,” the tall 
drag-flcker said.

Rupinder credited 
team’s self belief for its 
success in Tokyo.

“That’s the hard work 
behind it and the belief. 
That’s the most import-
ant thing behind (us) 
reaching here. I feel like 
the younger guys are 
working really hard for 
us and we are converting 
good chances.

“We need to work 
hard for the next game.”

Manpreet and 
sreejesh, meanwhile, 
were also in awe of the 
women team’s feat in 
the ongoing Games and 
wished the side luck for 
the maiden semifinal ap-
pearance against Argen-
tina on Wednesday.

“They played an 
amazing game against 
Australia. We wish them 
the best of luck for their 
semifinal (against) Ar-
gentina. I hope they win,” 
Manpreet said.

sreejesh added: 
“That’s a great wake-up. 
The first three matches 
they lost, but the girls 

fought really well and 
won the last three match-
es, which was so crucial 
for them.

“Yesterday’s match, 
upsetting Australia, that 
was a tough call and I 
think the girls are tough 
enough to win a medal 
in this tournament.”

sreejesh praised 
Belgium’s Alexander 
Hendrickx, who made 
all the difference by 
scoring a hat-trick to 
take the Red Lions into 
the Olympic semifinals 
for the second consec-
utive time.

“He (Hendrickx) 
always scores at the 
right time. That gives 
the team more confi-
dence. I think the sec-
ond goal was a bit my 
mistake, but still, the 
way he flicks the ball 
it is always a bit tough 
for a goalkeeper,” he 
said.

India will face the 
losing team from the 
other semifinal, between 
Australia and Germany, 
in the bronze medal play-
off match on Thursday.

i don’t think india can have any complaints 
if we leave a bit of grass: Anderson

nottinGhAm, AuG 
3 (PtI): Just like India 
did at home earlier this 
year, the seasoned James 
Anderson says, England 
must play to their ad-
vantage in the five-match 
Test series against the 
fancied visitors, by pre-
paring “good pitches” 
with pace and bounce.

The return series be-
gins with the opening 
Test here from Wednes-
day.

“I don’t think India 
can have any complaints 
if we do leave a bit of 
grass on because what 
we came up against 
(them) on our tour of 
India last time, we cer-
tainly played into India’s 
hands.

“They used their 
home advantage to their 
benefit and I think a 
lot of teams around the 
world do it,” Anderson 
said during a con-call 
with select Indian jour-
nalists on Monday.

One of the game’s 
finest seamers with 617 
Test wickets to his name, 
Anderson added, “so, if 
there is grass left on it, 
India have got a strong 
seam attack as well.

“I would be hoping 
for some good pitches, 
we want pace and carry 
in our pitches, certain-
ly from seam attack’s 

selfish point of view, we 
want pace and bounce, 
because we know it’s go-
ing to swing, so nicks just 
carry.

“That picture of the 
pitch (here) was tak-
en three days before 
the first Test. A lot can 
change in between. I’m 
sure they are going to 
trim some grass and roll 
it as well.”

Anderson, who has 
played 162 Tests since 
his debut in 2003, said 
that the IPL generation 
of batters have a fearless 
approach and cited Rish-
abh Pant as an example.

“It is something that 
I feel fortunate to have 
done and it has been a 
real experience, playing 
against different genera-
tions of batters.

“I think IPL genera-
tion of players, you can 
definitely see a differ-

ence and a more fearless 
approach, not scared of 
playing any shot in any 
format okay.

“Use Rishabh Pant 
as an example, reverse 
sweeping me in the 
last tour of India with 
a new ball and you 
never see sourav Gan-
guly do that,” he said.

“so, it is something 
that is exciting to see, 
it is a different chal-
lenge as well for bowl-
ers, when you get this 
sort of style of player 
who is not afraid to 
go over the top in Test 
cricket, or play extrav-
agant shots. I think it 
is great for the viewer 
at home to watch,” he 
added.

The veteran seam-
er refused to single 
out any Indian bats-
man ahead of the se-
ries and maintained 

that the team has a very 
strong batting line-up.

“India have a very 
strong batting line up 
and as an opposition 
you don’t want to single 
out players because they 
have quality batsmen 
right throughout.

“Kohli is obvious-
ly an important wicket 
since he is the captain 
and the positive influ-
ence he has on the team. 
Pujara is someone who 
can stay at the crease 
for long time and holds 
things together. so yes, 
he’s an important wick-
et.

“But if you look 
through the whole squad, 
the guys who are going to 
miss out have huge quali-
ty and it’s very difficult to 
single one batsman out. 
We have got to make a 
plan for everyone and ev-
ery wicket is important,” 

elaborated Anderson.
England will miss the 

services of star all-round-
er Ben stokes and Jofra 
Archer in the series. An-
derson said that his role 
would remain the same 
and he would look to 
play all the five Tests.

“Our job is to prepare 
as well as we can for five 
Tests. I want to play five 
Tests, stuart Broad wants 
to play five as well. All 
other bowlers will want 
to play every Test match. 
All we can do is try and 
bowl well enough and be 
fit enough to be selected.

“Then it’s up to the 
captain and coach as to 
who plays, what’s the 
best balance in the team. 
All we can do is prepare 
physically and mentally.

“I don’t think the 
absence of Archer and 
stokes will change my 
mentality as I want to 
play every game, all five 
games possible.

“I’m still hungry to 
play, though I’ve realised 
that with a schedule like 
this -- five Tests in six 
weeks -- it might be dif-
ficult for a bowler to play 
every game,” he conclud-
ed.

The first Test match 
will be aired on sony six, 
sony Ten 3 and sony Ten 
4 from August 4, starting 
3.30 PM IsT.

Hockey: So near yet so far for 
Indian men, lose 2-5 to Belgium 
to be out of Olympic final race

tokyo, AuG 3 (PtI): 
The Indian men’s hockey 
team’s dream of an Olym-
pic gold after 41 years 
remained unfulfilled as 
it lost 2-5 to world cham-
pions Belgium in the 
last-four stage but the 
side is still in the hunt 
for a bronze in the Tokyo 
Games here on Tuesday.

Alexander Hendrickx 
(19th, 49th, 53rd min-
utes), the tournament’s 
highest goal getter, 
scored a hat-trick while 
Loick Luypaert (2nd 
minute) and John-John 
Dohmen (60th) also 
struck to hand the reign-
ing silver-medallists 
their second successive 
entry into the final of the 
Olympics.

India’s goals came 
from the sticks of Har-
manpreet singh (7th) 
and Mandeep singh 
(8th).

India’s last appear-
ance in the final of the 
Olympics came way back 
in 1980 Moscow Games, 
where they went on to 
win their last of the eight 
gold medals.

The Indians had only 
themselves to blame for 
Tuesday’s disappoint-
ment as Belgium’s all 
four goals came from 
penalty corners.

The Indian defence 
was put under relentless 
pressure by the Belgians 
as they secured as many 
as 14 penalty corners out 
of which they converted 
four.

Belgium’s game plan 
was clear from the onset 
as they tried to enter the 
Indian circle and earn 
penalty corners with 
Hendrickx and Luypaert 
in their ranks.

The ploy worked to 
perfection as the Indi-
an defence wilted under 
pressure to concede the 
set pieces.

India too earned five 
penalty corners in the 
match but could make 
use of just one.

The Indians still have 
a chance to secure an 
elusive medal from the 
Olympics as they will fea-
ture in the bronze med-
al match on Thursday 
against the losing team 
from the second semi-
final between Australia 
and Germany later in the 
day.

The Indians started 
slowly as Belgium had 
the initial burst of the 
match, controlling the 
proceedings for the first 
five minutes which also 
yielded them a goal.

Belgium scored from 
their first attack, earning 
a penalty corner which 
was converted by Luy-
paert with a powerful 
flick in the second min-
ute.

The Indians came 
back strongly and 
changed the course of 
the match in a span of 
two minutes with two 
goals.

India secured two 
penalty corners in the 
seventh minute, the sec-
ond of which was beau-
tifully converted by Har-

manpreet for his fifth 
goal of the tournament.

A minute later, 
Mandeep, who has been 
under pressure for his 
underwhelming form so 
far, gave India the lead 
with a fine field goal.

Mandeep beautifully 
received a Amit Rohi-
das cross from the right, 
turned over and found 
the back of the net with 
a fierce reverse hit past 
Vincent Vanasch in front 
of the Belgium goal.

India got another 
chance in the first quar-
ter in the form of a pen-
alty corner but Rupinder 
Pal singh’s effort this 
time was saved by Va-
nasch.

Trailing by a goal, 
the Red Lions came out 
stronger in the second 
quarter and pressed 
hard on the Indian de-
fence which wilted un-
der pressure, conceding 
as many as four penalty 
corners, the last of which 
was converted by Hen-
drickx to level the scores.

Minutes later 
sreejesh pulled of a re-
flex save to deny Dockier.

Belgium secured 
their sixth penalty cor-
ner of the match soon 
but it was well defended 
by the Indians.

A minute from half 
time, India were award-
ed a penalty corner and 
the effort by Harman-
preet this time was wide 
off the target.

The Belgians domi-
nated in terms of circle 
penetrations after the 
change of ends but India 
defended stoutly with 
numbers to thwart any 
danger to their citadel.

The Indians got an-
other golden chance to 
take the lead, earning 
their fifth penalty corner 
in the 38th minute but 
Belgium, this time, de-
fended well.

With both the teams 
locked at two goals 
apiece after the third 
quarter, the stakes were 
high in the fourth and 
final quarter and it was 
the Red Lions who came 
out on top by breaching 
the Indian citadel thrice.

Belgium went on the 
offensive and secured 
three consecutive pen-
alty corners in the 49th 
minute and again it was 
Hendrickx, who rose to 
the occasion for his side 
to hand them a 3-2 lead.

With a goal upfront, 
the Belgians kept up the 
pressure on the Indi-
an defence, which was 
guilty of conceding three 
more penalty corners in 
quick succession, result-
ing in a penalty stroke 
for the world champions 
which was duly put into 
the goal by Hendrickx 
for his third goal of the 
match.

Trailing by two 
goals, a desperate India 
withdrew goalkeeper 
sreejesh for an extra 
player but the move 
backfired as Dohmen 
slammed home in an 
empty net from a counter 
to shatter India’s hopes.

sonam malik’s 
olympic debut 
ends in first-
round defeat

tokyo, AuG 3 (PtI): 
Young Indian wrestler 
Sonam Malik’s Olympic 
debut ended with a first-
round defeat on criteria 
against Mongolia’s Bol-
ortuya Khurelkhuu in the 
62kg category after the 
former had adopted a de-
fensive approach here on 
Tuesday.

The 19-year-old led 
the bout 2-0 but the 
reigning Asian silver 
medallist Khurelkhuu ef-
fected a take-down move 
with just 35 seconds left 
in the contest to level the 
score.

The score remained 
2-2 till the end but since 
it was the Mongolian 
who scored the last point 
with her move, she was 
declared winner on cri-
teria.

The Mongolian was 
later outplayed by Bul-
garia’s Tayeb Mustafa 
Yusein, the second seed 
and 2018 world cham-
pion, the result spelling 
the ouster of the Indian 
wrestler.

Yusein finished her 
quarterfinal against Khu-
relkhuu in a jiffy, winning 
by technical superiority.

“Sonam was definite-
ly a better wrestler than 
the Mongolian but she 
made a mistake by being 
over defensive. That was 
a mistake. Nevertheless, 
she has got big-stage ex-
perience,” sonam’s coach 
Ajmer Malik told PTI.

There was hardly any 
action for a major part 
of the bout. No move 
was made till one and a 
half minute with the two 
wrestlers only trying to 
get a measure of each 
other from standing po-
sition.

The Mongolian was 
put on activity clock but 
sonam scored a push-out 
point to take a 1-0 lead 
and kept that till the end 
of the first three-minute 
period.

Another push out 
took her 2-0 in front. so-
nam did not let the Mon-
golian make any move 
for a major part but Khu-
relkhuu managed to get 
hold of the Indian’s leg 
and got the decisive take-
down.

sonam, a two-time 
Cadet World Champion 
(2017, 2019), had quali-
fied for the Tokyo Games 
by making the final at the 
Asian Qualifier in April in 
Almaty.

Khurelkhuu being an 
experienced contender 
knew when to get the de-
cisive move.

On Wednesday, Ravi 
Dahiya (Fs 57kg), Deep-
ak Punia (Fs 86kg) and 
Anshu Malik (WW 57kg) 
will begin their respec-
tive campaigns.
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ElseWhere

Belarusian activist found 
hanged in ukraine

kyIV, ukrAIne (AP): A 
Belarusian activist who 
ran a group in Ukraine 
helping Belarusians 
fleeing persecution 
was found dead in the 
Ukrainian capital, Kyiv, 
local police said Tuesday.
Vitaly Shishov, leader of 
the Kyiv-based Belaru-
sian House in Ukraine, 
was found hanged in one 
of the city’s parks not far 
from his home, police 
said in a statement. A 
murder probe has been 
launched, with police 
investigating that the 
killing could have been 
made to look like suicide, 
among other leads, the 
statement read.

The Belarusian 
House in Ukraine report-
ed Monday that shishov 
had gone missing during 
a morning run. The Be-
larusian human rights 
center Viasna cited 
shishov’s friends as say-
ing that he has recently 
been followed by strang-
ers during his runs.

The Belarusian House 
in Ukraine helps Belaru-
sians fleeing persecution 
with their legal status in 
Ukraine, accommodation 

and employment.
In Belarus in recent 

weeks, authorities have 
ramped up the pressure 
against non-governmen-
tal organizations and 
independent media, con-
ducting more than 200 
raids of offices and apart-
ments of activists and 
journalists in July alone, 
and detaining dozens of 
people.

Authoritarian Pres-
ident Alexander Lu-
kashenko has vowed to 
continue what he called a 
“mopping-up operation” 
against civil society ac-
tivists whom he has de-
nounced as “bandits and 
foreign agents.”

Lukashenko faced 
months of protests 
triggered by his being 
awarded a sixth term 
in an August 2020 vote 
that the opposition and 
the West saw as rigged. 
He responded to demon-
strations with a massive 
crackdown that saw 
more than 35,000 people 
arrested and thousands 
beaten by police.

The Belarusian 
House in Ukraine said 
in a statement Tuesday 

that shishov was forced 
to move to Ukraine in the 
fall of 2020, when anti-
government protests and 
crackdown on demon-
strators in Belarus were 
in full swing.

In Ukraine, he was 
under surveillance, and 
“both local sources and 
our people in Belarus” 
have alerted the group 
to the possibility of “vari-
ous provocations, includ-
ing kidnapping and liqui-
dation.”

“There is no doubt 
that this was a planned 

operation by security 
operatives to liquidate 
a Belarusian, danger-
ous for the regime. We 
will continue to fight for 
the truth about Vitaly’s 
death,” the group said.

Yury shchuchko from 
the Belarusian House in 
Ukraine told The Associ-
ated Press that shishov 
was found with marks 
of beating on his face. 
“Nothing was stolen, he 
was in regular clothes 
people put on to work 
out, and he only had his 
phone with him,” shchuc-

hko said.
He also said that 

shishov has previous-
ly noticed surveillance 
during his runs and that 
strangers would ap-
proach him and try to 
start a conversation.

“We have been 
warned to be more care-
ful, because a network 
of Belarus KGB agents 
is operating here and 
everything is possible,” 
Shchuchko said. “Vitaly 
asked me to take care of 
his loved ones, he had a 
weird feeling.”

South koreans decode the rising 
global popularity of k-dramas

new Delhi, Aug 3 
(PtI): In the young adult 
Korean show “Record of 
Youth”, when an aspiring 
actor named sa Hye-jun 
asked his girlfriend Ahn 
Jeong-ha, a make-up art-
ist, the permission to kiss 
her, the minds of many 
fans were blown.

The male protag-
onist, played by Park 
Bo-gum, had asked for 
consent from the female 
lead, essayed by Park so-
dam, star of the multiple 
Oscar-winning film “Par-
asite”.

“Permission? In a 
K-drama?? I have tears of 
joy for K-dramas evolv-
ing so much,” noted a fan 
on the YouTube video of 
the scene.

The high-school-ish 
yet toxic narrative of 
the opinionated girl fall-
ing for the bad boy with 
a heart of gold, like in 
the popular “Boys Over 
Flowers”, has given way 
to K-dramas like “Run”, 
that showed the romance 
between a retired ath-
lete and his interpreter, 
and “Hot stove League” 
where there is no ro-
mance between the lead 
protagonists.

K-content has gone 
big across the globe in 
recent years, including 
in India, and Koreans 
believe it has a lot to do 
with the ability of the 
country to offer variety, 
track trends in the global 
market and revisit ste-
reotypes.

Visual effects art-
ist Hayoung Jo said she 
tunes into K-dramas 
once or twice a year to 
“catch up with the trends 
and watch the most high-
lighted shows”.

Jo, who moved from 
siheung-si city, Geong-
gi-do province in south 
Korea to Toronto around 
seven years ago, likes 
these dramas because 
of the “cultural back-
ground”.

“I feel more attached 

to the Korean culture 
than western culture and 
that makes me easily res-
onate with the charac-
ters in the drama scenes,” 
she added.

According to Jo, 
K-dramas are undergo-
ing some “good changes”.

“For example, there 
was a prevailing idea 
that women should get 
married before their 30s 
in order to raise their 
kids, but now the female 
characters in K-dramas 
are mostly over 30 and 
more career-oriented 
compared to the woman 
in the ‘90s-’00s, which 
is reflecting the idea of 
gender equality in Kore-
an society,” the VFX art-
ist, who has worked on 
the hit Disney Plus series 
“The Mandalorian”, said.

K-drama lovers 
agree that there are cer-
tain tropes that have 
been done to death in 
the shows and one sub-
genre that needs to go 
away is the ‘Cinderella’ 
story. Many hit series in-
cluding “secret Garden”, 
starring Ha Ji-won and 
Hyun Bin, and “Coffee 
Prince”, featuring Gong 
Yoo and Yoon Eun-hye, 
have used the fairytale as 
the outline in the past.

“I am glad that K-dra-
mas are trying new 

things other than Cinder-
ella stories; they are too 
lame,” Jo added.

Min Kim, a Toron-
to-based VFX artist who 
hails from Busan, said 
the usual 12-or 16-epi-
sode format makes for a 
crisp plot.

“We can watch two 
episodes weekly as they 
drop. It is relaxing to 
watch a K-drama after 
work with my family. 
(The limited series for-
mat) makes the storyline 
quite intense,” the VFX 
artist, who has worked 
on the survival action 
drama “Greenland” and 
Amazon’s hit superhero 
series “The Boys”, said.

Ga-yeon Kim, who 
hails from seoul’s 
Gangnam district, said 
she was fed up with the 
strong female character 
stereotype in K-dramas 
where the woman may 
appear “headstrong and 
outspoken” but the show 
would use these person-
ality traits to eventually 
fuel a romance.

“I felt that K-dramas 
have rewarded females 
who are easily swayed 
and have punished or la-
belled the character as a 
bad person if they were 
confident in what is right 
for them. I think K-dra-
mas should celebrate, 

humanise, and diversify 
the types of women by 
championing their suc-
cess even if it exceeds the 
success of male charac-
ters without villainising 
them,” the Toronto-based 
elementary public school 
teacher told PTI.

she, however, had 
a change of heart af-
ter her mother told her 
that there are “improve-
ments” in the new dra-
mas, such as “It’s Ok To 
Not Be Okay” and “Kill 
Me Heal Me”, shows that 
dealt with mental health 
issues and childhood 
trauma.

“I find this to be great 
news because there are 
so many issues in Korea 
and around the world 
that need to be ad-
dressed such as mental 
health, equal rights, pov-
erty, and etc.”

With all things Ko-
rean -- drama, cinema, 
music, beauty prod-
ucts, and food -- going 
global, Ga-yeon Kim 
believes the reason be-
hind the content gain-
ing momentum is the 
competence of the Ko-
rean industry in study-
ing and replicating 
what people have liked 
in the past.

she added, “Korea is 
also great at innovating 

and adding on to these 
dramas, movies, and mu-
sic. For instance, I hear 
that K-dramas and K-pop 
are adhering to current 
relatable problems faced 
by the younger audience, 
such as anxiety, depres-
sion, work-home bal-
ance, etc.”

Jo said K-pop, 
through bands like BTs 
and Blackpink, and dra-
mas had synergy effects 
on the rising interest in 
Korean content around 
the world.

“If a K-drama gains 
popularity, people may 
also pay attention to 
K-pop and vice versa. As 
many people overseas 
noticed K-culture and its 
value, they are digging 
hidden gems too which 
never caught interest 
from people before,” she 
added.

Asked what could be 
the contributing factors 
to the rising internation-
al interest in the country, 
BTs member Jung Kook 
told PTI last year, “We 
believe south Korean 
culture is very beautiful 
and attractive, which is 
portrayed through di-
verse contents such as 
movies, dramas, music, 
etc. As artists represent-
ing south Korea, we also 
want to share this with 
the rest of the world.”

Beomgyu, a member 
of the Korean boy group 
TXT, said South Korea 
narrates “relatable sto-
ries” which makes them 
resonate around the 
world.

“Wherever you may 
be or wherever you’re 
from, I think our shared 
experiences of living 
through these times to-
gether serve as the ba-
sis for stories that many 
people can relate to. I’d 
like to say that that’s the 
biggest reason why many 
people are resonating 
with our stories and cul-
ture now,” he told PTI in 
June 2021.

Lithuania border guards to turn 
migrants from Belarus away

VIlnIuS, lithuania 
(AP): Lithuania has or-
dered its border guards 
to turn away, by force 
if needed, migrants at-
tempting to enter the 
Baltic country as the 
rapidly growing number 
of immigrants illegally 
crossing from neighbor-
ing Belarus has emerged 
a major foreign policy is-
sue to the small Europe-
an Union nation.

The Interior Minis-
try distributed a video 
footage shot from a he-
licopter as a proof that 
large groups of immi-
grants were being es-
corted to the European 
Union border by vehi-
cles belonging to Be-
larus’ border guard au-
thority. Lithuania says 
the migrant influx in the 
past months is an act of 
retaliation by Belarus’ 
authoritarian President 
Alexander Lukashenko 
to increased sanctions by 
the EU toward his coun-
try.

Lithuania’s Interior 

Ministry said Tuesday 
that at least three large 
migrant groups were 
stopped in thick woods 
in the border area be-
tween the two countries, 
and Lithuanian border 
guards commanded 
them to return back to 
Belarus.

“First of all, (Lithu-
anian border) officers 
tell them (migrants) that 
they are lost; that they 
have arrived in the beau-
tiful country of Belarus 
and got the wrong way 
while enjoying its nature 
but now they must con-
tinue the tourist track 
back into that country,” 
Vice Interior Minister Ar-
noldas Abramavicius told 
reporters.

If that method proved 
unsuccessful, he said 
Lithuania has reserved 
the right to use force to 
keep migrants away but 
“use of force depends on 
circumstances.”

“It can not be ruled 
out that (border guard) 
officers will face aggres-

sion” from migrants, 
Abramavicius said, add-
ing the measures were 
necessary as crossing 
state border in a such a 
way is an illegal action. 
“Lithuania can not accept 
this influx that grows day 
by day.”

some 4,026 migrants, 
most of them from Iraq, 
crossed from Belarus 
into Lithuania, a EU and 
NATO nation of slightly 
less than 3 million, this 
year.

Lithuania officials 
estimate that more 
than 10,000 more mi-
grants might try to 
arrive this year as the 
number of direct com-
mercial flights from 
Iraq to Minsk tripled 
in August and the 
country has no phys-
ical barriers for its 
almost 679 kilometer 
(420-mile) long border 
with Belarus.

On Monday, Eu offi-
cials pledged millions of 
euros to help Lithuania 
tackle the migrant crisis.

Iran supreme leader endorses 
hard-line protégé as president

tehrAn, IrAn (AP): 
Iran’s supreme leader 
officially endorsed his 
hard-line protégé as the 
nation’s next president 
on Tuesday, just two days 
ahead of the inaugura-
tion of Ebrahim Raisi. 
The new president’s as-
cension comes at a sensi-
tive time for Iran and the 
wider Middle East.

Iran is reeling from 
crushing U.s. sanctions 
that have devastated 
the economy, led to the 
crash of the Iranian riyal 
and hit ordinary Iranians 
hard.

In his speech, Ayatol-
lah Ali Khamenei advised 
Raisi, a former judiciary 
chief, to “empower the 
country’s poor people 
and improve the national 
currency.”

Doubts about an im-
minent return to Teh-
ran’s tattered 2015 nu-
clear deal, which granted 
Iran sanctions relief in 
exchange for limits on its 
nuclear program, have 
become a dark cloud 
dangling over the incom-
ing hard-line administra-
tion.

The collapse of the 
nuclear agreement after 
former President Don-

ald Trump withdrew 
the U.s. from the accord 
three years ago doomed 
the relatively moderate 
administration of out-
going President Hassan 
Rouhani, who has seen 
his popularity plummet. 
Rouhani sat stone-faced 
throughout the endorse-
ment ceremony.

Last week, Khamenei 
delivered a harsh rebuke 
of the West, blaming the 
delay of the nuclear deal’s 
revival on America’s 
“stubborn” negotiating 
stance. While repeating 
his usual anti-West rhet-
oric on Tuesday about 
Iran’s “enemies” seeking 
to sway public opinion, 
Khamenei struck a mild-
er tone during the en-
dorsement. He focused 
on Iran’s mounting do-
mestic issues, praising 
Raisi’s anti-corruption 
campaign and asking 
him to encourage local 
production.

“The nation needs 
competent, effective and 
brave management,” 
Khamenei said.

Without commenting 
on the stalled nuclear 
negotiations in Vienna, 
Raisi stressed he would 
“pursue the removal of 

oppressive sanctions” in 
order to salvage the crip-
pled economy.

“We will not (tie) the 
people’s dining tables 
and the economy to the 
will of the foreigners,” he 
said. Raisi won a land-
slide victory in the June 
election, which saw the 
lowest in the Islamic Re-
public’s history. He will 
take the oath of office in 
an inauguration ceremo-
ny Thursday before par-
liament.

President Joe Biden 
has pledged to rejoin the 
landmark nuclear accord 
and lift sanctions if Iran 
moves back into compli-
ance with the agreement.

But escalating ten-
sions in the Middle East 
now risk complicating 
the diplomatic chore-
ography. The West has 
blamed Iran for a drone 
attack last week that 
struck an oil tanker 
linked to an Israeli billion-
aire off the coast of Oman, 
killing two crew mem-
bers. Iran has denied in-
volvement in the incident, 
which marks the first-
known fatal assault after 
a yearslong shadow war 
targeting commercial 
shipping in the region.
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hittinG the Gym! the rock [Dwayne Johnson] stays in 
shape by going to the gym in los Angeles. 

The
Big Pic

ArieS:
Your head has no business in matters of the heart. We 
repeat: your head has no business in matters of the heart. 
Walk in awareness, Aries, and don’t let your rational mind 
come in the way of something that *this* beautiful. When 
in doubt, withdraw into your sacred space. The sound of 
inner silence will help you connect with your inherent 
wisdom and do what’s right for you in this moment. Ps: 
The forces are with you, helping you bring about a drastic 
change!
tAuruS:
The trouble is, you’ve been too hung on the idea of 
how things should be and how they shouldn’t be. But 
perfection is an illusion, Taurus. The only thing that can 
liberate us from this illusion is adopting the spirit of play 
vehemently. so, give yourself the permission to step out of 
your comfort zone. Give yourself the permission to make 
love to the unknown. something tells us you’re about to 
discover newer aspects of your being, beautiful.
GemInI:
Healing is seldom a linear process. It comes with its 
own twists and turns—and they make life far more 
flavoursome than it is without. Be grateful for your 
journey and all that it has revealed to you. Be grateful 
for all the ways in which it has helped you foster a 
deeper connection with yourself. What you need to be 
mindful of, though, is that there are some more lessons 
that need to be integrated. so, take a break from your 

‘worldly responsibilities’ to nurture your inner temple.
CAnCer:
You could do everything on your own, but where’s 
the fun in that? The cards remind you of the power of 
collaboration and co-creation. Welcome this opportunity 
to sync your forces with those who are jamming at the 
same frequency, as you commit to making magic together. 
Yes, there will be minor differences, and no, you will not 
agree upon everything. Keep in mind that making a few 
sacrifices along the way will prove to be beneficial in the 
long run.
leo:
Not everything is as it seems, Leo. Not everything is 
as it seems. If you feel like somebody is deceiving you, 
they probably are. so pay attention to what the signs are 
revealing to you as you protect your energy. The cards 
are also pointing towards the ‘cup half empty’ syndrome. 
It’s true that you’ve been given the short end of the stick. 
But crying over what isn’t working seldom solves our 
problems. so show up for what you believe and show 
up for what you love. Your unyielding faith in the chosen 
mission is sure to turn things around.
virGo:
When we love somebody passionately, we tend to get 
attached to them. As a result, we begin to have all sorts 
of expectations from them. Expectations that slowly 
poison the sweet elixir of affection. Today, you’re being 
asked to change your approach a little. To embody the 

magical combination of both love and freedom. Trust that 
everything in your reality will transform as you love fully 
without trying to possess the other person.
liBrA:
Everything is as it should be and everything is perfect 
in this moment. so, give thanks for all that was and all 
that will be. Watch the magic that’s unfolding all around 
you, beautiful! This is also a time of love and harmony, 
of reconnecting with your soul tribe on a deeper level. 
You may find friends from your past are beginning to re-
emerge too, reminding you of the good ol’ days that made 
you who you are today.
Scorpio:
What if we said everything is as it should be, and everything 
is unfolding in accordance with the divine plan? Life is not 
a marathon, scorpio. slow down and savour what each 
moment is offering you. Yes, this means being grateful for 
the challenges too as they are helping you attain mastery 
on a soul level. Journal prompt: What are the difficulties 
that you’re being called to give thanks for today?
SAGittAriuS:
Change is the only constant, beautiful. But, you didn’t need 
us to tell you that, did you? You’re already aware of what 
the Universe is telling you right now and how you’re being 
asked to loosen the reins. What’s coming up for you is far 
better than what you’re leaving behind—of this you can 
be sure, sagittarius. For some of you, the change could 
manifest on the domestic front. If you’ve been thinking 

about changing your address, the time is now!
cApricorn:
This is a tricky time in the Capricorn HQ. You may feel like 
people are acting in a manner that can best be described 
as deceptive, and you are not far from the truth. Don’t 
ignore the signs that are being revealed to you. As you do, 
be grateful for the barrage of truth bombs that are freeing 
from the illusion that you have been living under. Yes, a 
massive clean-up is due, beautiful, and you know exactly 
where to start.
AquAriuS:
success is the sweetest revenge, and you would know all 
about that, wouldn’t you, Aquarius? This chapter of your 
life is about rising from your own ashes and turning your 
wounds into. Things are finally being set right for you. As 
for the scales of justice, they are tipping in your favour too. 
so, gaze forwards and give power to what’s blessed and 
beautiful. 
piSceS:
The presence of the wish fulfillment card in your reading 
indicates that things are about to be set right for you, 
Pisces. You are stepping into a time of hope and happiness. 
A time when you will witness your dreams beginning to 
come true. So, stay optimistic and affirm all the blessed 
and the beautiful. For those who have been struggling 
with their finances, this is a reminder that abundance is 
a state of mind, and that you have the power to create the 
wealth you truly desire.

Akshay Kumar wraps mumbai 
schedule of ‘Raksha Bandhan’
mumBAI, AuG 3 (PtI): super-
star Akshay Kumar on Tuesday 
said he has finished filming the 
Mumbai schedule of director 
Aanand L Rai’s upcoming fea-
ture “Raksha Bandhan”.
“Raksha Bandhan”, featuring 
Bhumi Pednekar as the female 
lead, is billed as a special tale 
which celebrates “relation-
ships in the most beautiful 
way”.

Kumar said he had a great 
time working with Rai, Ped-
nekar and other team mem-
bers.

“I’m already missing walk-
ing down these streets of 
Chandni Chowk. Even though 
it was a make-believe set you 
made it look so real, take a bow @su-
mitbasu62. My wonderful co-star @
bhumipednekar, thank you for provid-
ing the right balance with your splendid 
talent,” he posted on Twitter.

The 53-year-old actor said he has 
evolved into a better actor while work-
ing on “Raksha Bandhan”, his second 
collaboration with Rai after upcoming 

drama “Atrangi Re”.
“And @aanandlrai sir what can I say 

about you, besides that you’re a wizard 
and today as we wrap up the Mumbai 
schedule of #RakshaBandhan, I know I’m 
leaving the set a better actor,” he added.

The film also features actors Sa-
dia Khateeb, sahejmeen Kaur, Deepika 
Khanna and smrithi srikanth in the role 
of Kumar’s sisters.

The Bollywood star had earlier said 
that the movie, penned by writer couple 
Himanshu sharma and Kanika Dhillon, 
is dedicated to his elder sister Alka Hi-
ranandani.

Presented and distributed by Zee 
studios in association with Hiranandani 
and Rai, “Raksha Bandhan” is backed by 
Colour Yellow Production and Cape of 
Good Films.

Eiza Gonzalez to star in, produce biopic 
on mexican cinema legend maria Felix

loS AnGeleS, AuG 3 (PtI): 
“Baby Driver” actor Eiza 
Gonzalez has teamed up with 
filmmaker Matthew Heine-
man to bring the life story of 
iconic Mexican film star Ma-
ria Felix on screen.

Gonzalez will essay the 
role of Felix and also produce 
the movie alongside Dana 
Harris and Nicole King for 
Linden Entertainment.

According to Deadline, 
the banner has partnered 
with Felix’s estate for the 
project.

“Maria’s tenacity and 
fierce way of living through 
some of the hardest adversity 
I’ve witnessed has inspired me 
and many more. I’m incredibly 
honored to be playing her and 
to be bringing her voice and 
story to the world.

Maria constantly pushed 
boundaries and lived by her 
own rules, while the world 
tried to tear her down. I’ve 
always believed her life 
needs to be seen around the 
world, for people to learn 
more about how society de-
picts successful and driven 

women,” Gonzalez said in a 
statement.

Felix, one of the most suc-
cessful Mexican stars of all 
time, starred in 47 movies in 
Mexico, France, Italy and Ar-
gentina. Her extensive work 
across various industries 
and in Mexican cinema made 
her famous has “La Dona”.

The film will follow the 
cinema icon’s life from the 
“rough Northern town of 
sonoa, to knowing the presi-
dent of Mexico, Diego Rivera, 

artist Frida Kahlo and being 
awarded France’s highest 
cultural award, the Legion 
d’honneur”.

The yet to be titled biopic is 
touted as an exploration of Mex-
ican culture and religion, accep-
tance, womanhood and fame.

Walter Rivera, who will 
executive produce the film 
on behalf of Felix’s estate, 
said he is confident that with 
Gonzalez they will be able to 
bring the “most authentic” 
portrayal of Felix on screen.

“We have long been 
searching for the right part-
ner to tell Maria’s story, and 
we are proud to be partner-
ing with Eiza Gonzalez as she 
embodies so much of Maria’s 
strength, intelligence, passion, 
character and beauty.

“We know Eiza and this 
film have the power to influ-
ence change, much like Maria 
Felix did, and we know in Ei-
za’s hands, Maria Felix’s legacy 
will be portrayed in the most 
authentic light,” he said.

Hugh Jackman gets skin biopsy on his nose

los Angeles, Aug 3 (PtI): Hollywood star 
Hugh Jackman has revealed that he under-
went a skin biopsy for a possible cancer scare.

The 52-year-old actor took to social media 
on Monday and posted a video in which he ap-
pears with a bandage on his nose.

Jackman said his doctors noticed some-
thing that was “little irregular” and advised 
him to get it checked.

“Hey guys, I just wanted to let you know I 
just went to see Lisa and Trevor, my amazing 
dermatologist and doctors. They saw some-
thing that was a little irregular so they took a 
biopsy, getting it checked,” Jackman said.

“so if you see a shot of me with this on, do 
not freak out. Thank you for your concern. I’ll 
let you know what’s going on but they think 

it’s probably fine,” he added.
The “Wolverine” actor then gave a piece of 

advice to his fans.
“Remember, go and get a check and wear 

sunscreen. Don’t be like me as a kid. Just wear 
sunscreen,” Jackman said.

The Australian actor has been treated for 
basal cell carcinoma, the least dangerous of 
skin cancers, five times. He last underwent 
treatment for the same in 2017.

On the work front, Jackman is currently 
preparing for the Broadway revival of “The 
Music Man”, which is opening later this year.

He will star in upcoming sci-fi movie 
“Reminiscence” for Warner Bros. Also featur-
ing Rebecca Ferguson and Thandiwe Newton, 
the film will release in the uS on August 20.

Aubrey Plaza to lead Hulu drama pilot ‘Olga Dies Dreaming’
los Angeles, Aug 3 (PtI): “Parks and 
Recreation” star Aubrey Plaza is set to 
feature in an Hulu’s upcoming drama 
pilot.

Titled “Olga Dies Dreaming”, the pi-
lot is based on the forthcoming novel by 
Xochitl Gonzalez, reported Deadline.

The prospective series centres on a 
Nuyorican brother and sister from gen-
trifying sunset Park, Brooklyn who are 
reckoning with their absent, politically 
radical mother and their glittering ca-

reers among New York City’s elite in the 
wake of Hurricane Maria.

Plaza will play the titular role of 
Olga Acevedo, a renowned wedding 
planner whose surface successes mask 
a darker interior.

“For Olga, the pursuit of perfec-
tion has become a compulsive survival 
mechanism as she tries to climb as far 
from her past as she can.

“still, she can’t shake the feeling that 
the important people she knows don’t 

see her as their equals and this nagging 
sense that her success is an illusion 
always leaves her wanting more,” the 
character description read.

Gonzalez will pen the pilot with Al-
fonso Gomez-Rejon serving as the di-
rector.

Gomez-Rejon partnered with 
Gonzalez after reading the manu-
script of her novel. They have devel-
oped the project and will executive 
produce the pilot.


