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COVID tally rises to 1989 with 31 fresh cases4 GovtDept offices contained

SUMMIT REPORT
GANGTOK, 09 Sept: 

Sikkim’s tally of confirmed cases of 
COVID-19 has reached 1989 with 

31 new cases of novel coronavirus 
reported in the last 24 hours as of 8 AM 
Wednesday. In the meantime, 16 more 
patients have been discharged from 
isolation facilities after full recovery 
on Tuesday taking the figure of cured 
& discharged patients of COVID-19 to 
1429. The number of active cases of 
COVID-19 in the State now stands at 
553.

In his daily health bulletin on 
Wednesday, Health Department State 
IEC Officer, Sonam G Bhutia mentioned 
that in the testing of 228 samples by 
RT-PCR at VRD Lab in STNM hospital 
on Tuesday, 27 returned positive for 
COVID-19. He further added that one of 
38 samples tested by TrueNat returned 
positive, while three persons were also 
found positive for COVID-19 in the 
rapid antigen testing of 28 samples.

While giving the break-up of new 
cases found in RT-PCR, he mentioned 
that one from Lal Bazaar, one from 
Lower Okhrey, one from Ranka Road 
in Sichey, one from near Petrol Pump 
in 32nd No, one from near old Sadar 
Thana in Tibet Road and one from 
Manbir Colony were found positive 
for COVID-19. Likewise, he added 
that a person from the staff quarter 
of the High Court guest house in VIP 
colony and another person from the 

High Court premises itself were tested 
COVID-19 positive.

Mr Bhutia stated that one from 
near SaraswatiVidyaMandir in 
Daragaon, Tadong, one from near 
Assam Lingzey senior secondary 
school, one from Bhir Cutting area in 
Ranipool, one from Pacheykhani, one 
from Lumsey, one from Shanti complex 
in Ranipool, two from containment 
zone in Children Park and one from 
near Bhaichung Lodge in SisaGolai 
were tested positive for COVID-19 in 

RT-PCR testing. Likewise, one from 
government quarter in Shyari, one 
from Nehu in Lower Changey, one from 
near Helipad, two from Chandmari, one 
from SIB Colony in Baluwakhani, one 
from 10th Mile Bhusuk, one LIC senior 
business associate from near Gajraj 
hotel in SisaGolai, one from Chisopani 
in Singtam and one from Sun Pharma 
area were also reported positive for 
COVID-19, he added.

Mr Bhutia mentioned that one patient 
admitted in the Emergency ward of 

STNM hospital was also tested positive in 
TrueNat. He added that one person from 
AdarshGaon, Singtam and another from 
BagheyKhola were tested positive in the 
rapid antigen testing at Singtam District 
hospital, while a person from Lumsey 
was also reported positive in the RAT at 
the Central Referral Hospital, Tadong.

It is informed that 14 patients from 
the isolation ward of STNM hospital and 
two patients from COVID Care Centre 
at Himalayan Pharmacy Institute were 
discharged yesterday.

SUMMIT REPORT
Gangtok, 09 Sept:

The East District administration today issued 
containment orders for four government 

department office buildings in Gangtok after COVID-19 
cases were detected there. These offices, which are to 
remain containment zones for 72 hours, are:Special 
Branch, Sikkim Police, at Tadong; UD&HD office; Legal 
Metrology Unit, Food & Civil Supplies Department 
and; Law Department, 3rd Floor, Block-B, Tashiling 
Secretariat.

COVID-19: India reports 89,706 fresh cases; 
death toll rises to 73,890 with 1,115 fatalities

Sikkim holds first consultation meet 
on National Education Policy 2020
Gangtok, 09 Sept [IPR]: 

The First State Level Discussion-cum-Consultation 
Meeting on the implementation of the New 

National Education Policy 2020(NEP) was organised 
by SCERT Sikkim at SCERT on 08 September.

The meeting also marked the celebration of 
the 54th International Literacy Day together with 
discussion on the major recommendations of the NEP 
2020 and to carve out the possible road map for its 
implementation.

The discussion session was chaired by the Advisor, 
Education Department, M.P. Subba in the presence of 
Additional Chief Secretary, Education Department, G.P. 
Upadhyaya and Secretary Anil Raj Rai. All Directors 
and other officials were also present in the session 
along with Faculty members of SCERT and DIETs. 

The programme commenced with the welcome 
address by Secretary Anil Raj Rai and a brief report on 
Shakshar Bharat Abhiyan by the Additional Director 
(Planning) H.P. Dhakal.  Mr Rai highlighted on the 
importance of implementing the policy in the State 
at the earliest with due consultation among all the 
stakeholders. 

G.P. Upadhyaya in his address stressed upon the 
importance of the new National Education Policy, 
2020. He shared that this policy document has also 
been extensively deliberated nationwide with the 
participation of even the President of India, Prime 
Minister, Governors and Chief Ministers of the country. 
He also mentioned that this policy was designed from 
the grassroot level with the involvement of people 
from all sections of society.  

Director SCERT, Education Department, Dr 
Rabin Chhetri gave an elaborate presentation on the 
structure and overview of the policy document in 
detail. In his presentation, he talked about the major 
reforms being endorsed by the policy.

After the presentation a discussion was held 
among all the Directors and other officers of different 
sections, faculty of SCERT and DIET about the 
implementation of the policy in the State of Sikkim.  

The programme also saw the constitution of 
different committees and sub-committees for different 
areas to further the process of implementation of NEP.

In his address the chief guest, Advisor, Education 
Department M.P. Subba shared his thoughts, 
experiences and concerns about the far-reaching 
effect of the policy and its implementation, which 
should be the priority of all stakeholders. 

The discussion on National Education Policy 2020, 
concluded with closing remarks by Additional Chief 
Secretary, Education Department, G.P. Upadhyaya.

New Delhi, Sept 09 
[PTI]: With 89,706 
infections being 
reported in a day, India’s 
COVID-19 tally went 
past 43 lakh, while 
33,98,844 people have 
recuperated from the 
disease so far pushing 
the national recovery 
rate to 77.77 per cent on 
Wednesday, according 
to data shared by the 
Union Health Ministry.

The total 
coronavirus cases 
mounted to 43,70,128, 
while the death toll rose 
to 73,890 with 1,115 
people succumbing to 
the disease in a span of 
24 hours in the country, 
the data updated at 8 am 
showed.

The COVID-19 case 
fatality rate has further 
dropped to 1.69%.

There are 8,97,394 
active cases of COVID-19, 
which is 20.53% of the 
total caseload in the 
country, the data stated.

India’s COVID-19 
tally had crossed the 
20-lakh mark on August 
7, reached 30 lakh on 
August 23 and went past 
40 lakh on September 5.

According to the 
Indian Council of 
Medical Research 
(ICMR), a cumulative 
total of 5,18,04,677 
samples have been 
tested up to September 8 
with 11,54,549 samples 
being tested on Tuesday.

Of the 1,115 fresh 
deaths, 380 are from 
Maharashtra, 146 from 
Karnataka, 87 from 
Tamil Nadu, 73 from 
Andhra Pradesh, 71 
from Uttar Pradesh, 
67 from Punjab, 57 
from West Bengal, 25 
from Haryana, 20 from 
Madhya Pradesh, 19 
from Delhi, 14 each from 
Jammu and Kashmir and 
Jharkhand, 13 each from 
Gujarat, Odisha, Kerala 
and Rajasthan.

Twelve fatalities 

each have been reported 
from Chhattisgarh, 
Puducherry and 
Uttarakhand, 11 from 
Goa, 10 from Telangana, 
9 from Tripura, 8 from 
Assam, 5 from Himachal 
Pradesh, 4 each from 
Bihar and Chandigarh, 
2 from Sikkim, while 
Arunachal Pradesh and 
Manipur have registered 
1 fatality each.

Of the total 73,890 
deaths, Maharashtra has 
reported the maximum 
at 27,407 followed by 
8,012 in Tamil Nadu, 
6,680 in Karnataka, 4,618 
in Delhi, 4,560 in Andhra 
Pradesh, 4,047 in Uttar 
Pradesh, 3,677 in West 
Bengal, 3,133 in Gujarat 
and 1,990 in Punjab.

So far, 1,609 people 
have died of COVID-19 
in Madhya Pradesh, 
1,164 in Rajasthan, 916 
in Telangana, 854 in 
Haryana, 815 in Jammu 
and Kashmir, 765 in 
Bihar, 569 in Odisha, 

496 in Jharkhand, 407 
in Chhattisgarh, 378 in 
Assam, 372 in Kerala 
and 360 in Uttarakhand.

Puducherry has 
registered 337 fatalities, 
Goa 256, Tripura 
161, Chandigarh 78, 
Himachal Pradesh 60, 
Andaman and Nicobar 
Islands 50, Manipur 39, 
Ladakh 35, Meghalaya 
17, Nagaland 10, 
Arunachal Pradesh 9, 
Sikkim 7 and Dadra and 
Nagar Haveli and Daman 
and Diu 2.

The health ministry 
stressed that more 
than 70% of the 
deaths occurred due to 
comorbidities.

“Our figures are 
being reconciled with 
the Indian Council of 
Medical Research,” the 
ministry said on its 
website, adding that 
state-wise distribution 
of figures is subject to 
further verification and 
reconciliation.

VidhyaBharati to launch nationwide 
awareness campaign on NEP 

SUMMIT REPORT
Gangtok, 09 Sept:

VidhyaBharati will start a nationwide awareness 
campaign on the recently unveiled National 

Education Policy from 11 Sept, 2020, a press release 
informs.  In addition to comprehensive discussions 
on the scope, scale and impact of the reforms under 
the NEP, the campaign will also comprise the MyNEP 
Competition involving NEP-themed popular contests 
in the online mode from 25 Septto 02 Oct, 2020.

According tothe State Coordinator for 
VidhyaBharati Sikkim, Mohan Sharma, MyNEP 
Competition will be held in 13 languages on four 
sub-themes, namely Bharat Centric Education 
Holistic Education, Knowledge Based Society and 
Quality Education, across three categories, first 9–12 
standard, second undergraduate & postgraduate and 
third the citizen category. 

While significant cash prizes will be awarded 
to the winners in each category, every contestant 
will receive a participation certificate. Handmade 
painting, meme-making, letters to the PM, speech-
making, essay writing, short filmmaking, digital 
designing and twitter thread compositions will be 
organized under the MyNEP Competition. In addition 
to these category-specific contests, an interactive 
quiz on the various facets of the National Education 
Policy will also be conducted online. The names of the 
winners will be announced by 05 Oct, 2020.
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Fresh lot of rapid information

GENERAL LAND FOR SALE
General land 30X40 (3 Plots) available for sale 

 
~ SummitTIMES ~
CLASSIFIEDS

LAND FOR SALE
Two plots available – 30X40 sq ft and 50X30 sq ft

Junkeri Dara, Samlik Marchak
Price negotiable  Contact : 6296366498,

9641878315, 9593262407

LAND FOR SALE
A land measuring an area for 

50x32 1/2 at Roadside
just below housing colony is for sale. It is

just a one minute walking distance from Namchi
bazaar taxi stand. Interested party may contact

9593373387 and 9434406761

LAND FOR SALE
An area measuring 1 acre at  dam South Sikkim

near Loretto Convent School at Gupti road. Price
negotiable any one interested can contact:
78640-04501,62970-03235, 98320-48410

FOR RENT
Two and half storeyed (1st to 3rd floor) complex

is available for rent in the heart of Ranipool
Baazar (Opposite UCO Bank). The building area

is 35’x60’ appx. in each floor and is fit for offices,
shopping complexes, guest houses, banks etc.

Contact: 8509755220, 8348007688.

GENERAL LAND FOR SALE
General roadside land for sale measuring 30 by

45 square feet near smile land below apica garden
. Contact no.7797885351/9733538899.

Bermiok to Singtamroad closed dueto landslide
SUMMIT REPORT
Gangtok, 09 Sept:

To k a l B e r m i o k 
area suffered 

heavy damagesdue to 
continuous rainfall 
the past few days. The 
connecting road from 
Bermiok to Singtam is 
closed due to landslides, 
a press release informs.

Several houses, 
roads and agricultural 
land in the area have 
been affected by 
landslides. 

S i k k i m 
K r a n t i k a r i M o r c h a 
CLC president,Temi 
Namphing, Gopal 
Chettri along with 
SDM Namchi HQ, BDO 

Temi, AE Temi BAC and 
Panchayat members of 
Bermiok and Namphing 
GPU visited the affected 

sites.
The CLC president 

requested the concerned 
officials to provide 

immediate assistance 
and to restore the 
affected roads. He 
also requested the 

officers to provide 
immediate relief to those 
affected by rainfall and 
landslides. 

Hope for Children 
provides ration to kids 
SUMMIT REPORT
Gangtok, 09 Sept:

Hope for Children, 
Sikkim, has 

distributed dry ration 
kits to 247 children at 

Namchi and Bhanjyang 
in South Sikkim and at 
Mangalbaria in West 
Sikkim as COVID-19 
relief. It is informed 
that dry ration was 

handed over to children 
at Namchi on 07 
September, at Bhanjyang 
on 08 September and 
at Mangalbaria on 09 
September.

New crop varieties released for Sikkim 
Gangtok, 09 Sept 
(PIB):
The 24th Meeting of the 
Regional Committee 
No. III of ICAR held at 
Guwahati during 23–
24Nov, 2019identified 
two important issues 
for ICAR-NOFRI to 
be addressed at the 
behest of the Govt. of 
Sikkim. The first was the 
development of efficient 
crop varieties for organic 
farming and second, 
commercial organic seed 
production in Sikkim to 
strengthen the organic 
farming. These issues 
were largely addressed 
by the Scientists of ICAR-
NOFRI which culminated 
in the State Variety 
Release Committee 
(SVRC), Govt. of Sikkim 
releasing nine crop 
varieties developed by 
ICAR-National Organic 
Farming Research 
Institute, Sikkim tailored 
for organic conditions 
on08Sept, 2020.

Speaking on the 
occasion Secretary, 
RC Bhutia, Depttof 
Agriculture, Govt of 
Sikkim cum Chairman of 
the SVRC mentioned that 
the high yielding varieties 
released will ensure 
high crop productivity 
in farmer’s field with 
the objective to double 
farmers’ income. He also 
stressed on the need to 
strengthen organic seed 
production chain in the 
state for self sufficiency. 

Principal Director, Deptt 
of Horticulture, Govt of 
Sikkim, PadamSubba 
congratulated ICAR-
NOFRI for developing 
varieties for organic 
conditions of Sikkim. 

He also suggested 
for genetic improvement 
of local cultivars of 
Sikkim so as to bring 
local crop varieties 
in seed chain. Joint 
Director,Dr RK Avasthe, 
ICAR-NOFRI briefed 
about the continuous 
efforts made by team of 
Scientists led by Scientist 
(Plant Breeding), 
DrChandanKapoor,at 
ICAR-NOFRI for 
development of varieties 
and informed that 
unavailability of varieties 
tailored for organic 
conditions has been a 
long felt problem. 

He also informed 
that these varieties 
will not only be useful 

for organic farming 
community of Sikkim 
but can also be adopted 
by farmers of other hilly 
states adopting organic 
farming. Additional 
Director (Field 
Crops), RajenThapa, 
AgricultureDepartment 
expressed satisfaction 
over identification 
of new varieties and 
discussed about the 
challenges in organic 
seed production and 
stressed on the need 
for quality organic seed 
production in the state 
itself. He also told that 
the new varieties will 
solve the dependency 
on external sources for 
procurement of seeds.

Total of nine 
varieties which includes 
three varieties of maize, 
four varieties of rice, one 
of Rajmash and one of 
Soybean were identified 
and released by SVRC, 

Govt. of Sikkim. In maize 
three OPVs namely 
Sikkim Sankul Makka-1, 
Sikkim Sankul Makka-2 
and SKMC-2 with yellow 
flint type seed, medium 
maturity duration with 
average yield potential 
of 45–50 q/ha under 
organic conditions, in 
rice Sikkim Dhan-1 
(both for upland and 
lowland conditions), 
Sikkim Dhan-2 (irrigated 
transplanted), Sikkim 
Dhan-3 (upland 
conditions) and Sikkim 
Dhan-4 (irrigated 
transplanted) with 
average yield potential of 
40-45q/ha, in Rajmash 
(Sikkim Rajmash-1, 
average yield 10–12 q/
ha), in soybean (Sikkim 
Pahelo Bhatmas-1, 
average yield 28–30 q/
ha) have been released 
by SVRC.

Later discussions 
were also held on 

organic seed production 
in Sikkim in which a 
‘Blueprint for Organic 
Seed Production in 
Sikkim’ was handed 
over to Agriculture 
Department, Sikkim by 
ICAR-NOFRI. Detailed 
report of the release 
proposals of the varieties 
was presented before 
SVRC by Scientist 
(Plant Breeding), 
DrChandanKapoor,ICAR-
NOFRI.  

R a j e n T h a p a 
(Additional Director, 
Field Crops), 
BinaRai (Additional 
Director Agriculture, 
East Sikkim), 
SushmaPradhan (Joint 
Director, Field Crops, 
East Sikkim), SudhirGiri, 
Quality Manager 
(SSOCA), Progressive 
farmers from Sikkim and 
Scientists of ICAR-NOFRI 
were also present in the 
meeting.

SKPPL provides 3 power 
inverters to Dikchu PHC

WANGCHUK BHUTIA
Mangan, 09 Sept:

Sneha Kinetic Power Project Ltd under its Corporate Social Responsibility (CSR) 
fund provided three sets of power inverter to Dikchu Primary Health Centre 

today in the presence of Coordinator SKPPL, Lall Man Subba along with the officials. 
Frequent power cuts in the area have been a problem for Dikchu PHC and the 

public have thanked SKPPL for their support.

Rafale jets to 
be formally 
inducted into 
IAF on Thursday
New Delhi, Sep 9 (PTI): 
The first batch of five 
Rafale fighter jets will be 
formally inducted into 
the Indian Air Force on 
Thursday in Ambala air 
base, at a time India is 
engaged in an escalating 
border row with China in 
eastern Ladakh.

A galaxy of dignitaries 
including Defence 
Minister Rajnath Singh, 
his French counterpart 
Florence Parly, Chief of 
Defence Staff Gen Bipin 
Rawat, Air Chief Marshal 
RKS Bhadauria and 
Defence Secretary Ajay 
Kumar will attend the 
ceremony.

“The program will 
include ceremonial 
unveiling of the Rafale 
aircraft, a traditional 
‘Sarva Dharma Puja’, air 
display by Rafale and 
Tejas aircraft as well as by 
‘Sarang aerobatic team’,” 
an IAF spokesperson said, 
describing the ceremony 
as a “very important 
milestone” in the history 
of the force.

The Rafale jets, 
produced by French 
aerospace major Dassault 
Aviation, are known 
for air-superiority and 
precision strikes.

IAF Spokesperson 
Wing Commander 
Indranil Nandi said a 
traditional water cannon 
salute will be given to 
the Rafale fleet before 
its ceremonial induction 
into the 17 squadron of 
the force.

The first batch of five 
Rafale jets arrived in India 
on July 29, nearly four 
years after India signed 
an inter-governmental 
agreement with France to 
procure 36 of the aircraft 
at a cost of Rs 59,000 crore.

The French delegation 
at the ceremony will 
include French envoy 
Emmanuel Lenain, Air 
Gen Eric Autellet, Vice 
Chief of French Air Force, 
Chairman and Chief 
Executive of Dassault 
Aviation Eric Trappier 
and CEO of missile maker 
MBDA Eric Beranger.

After the ceremony, 
Parly and Singh will 
hold talks in Ambala on 
ways to further deepen 
bilateral defence and 
security cooperation 
after the ceremony, they 
said.

More Indians in Singapore returning home due to job losses: Envoy
GURDIP SINGH
Singapore, Sep 9 (PTI): 
More and more Indian 
workers are returning 
home as Singapore 
businesses cut down 
on workforce following 
the severe impact of 
the novel coronavirus 
pandemic, an official 
said.

“On an average, about 
100 Indian nationals in 
Singapore continue to 
register daily with the 
High Commission here 
for flights back home, 
with over 11,000 having 
registered so far,” Indian 
High Commissioner 
P Kumaran said on 
Wednesday.

Special flights have 
been arranged as part 
of the ongoing Vande 
Bharat Mission and, 
wherever necessary, 
more flights are added 
to help meet the high 
demand for some 
destinations to help 
Indian nationals return 
home as they have lost 

their jobs, or going back 
for medical treatment or 
family-distress situation, 
he said.

Kumaran said 
the high commission 
would continue to 
work to ensure enough 
repatriation flights, even 
though formal flights 
between Singapore and 
India have not resumed.

The high commission 
has repatriated over 
17,000 Indian nationals 
by arranging 120 special 
flights since May, said 
Kumaran.

Speaking to PTI, the 
envoy also listed out his 
priorities in working 
on the India-Singapore 
relationship during his 
tenure here, especially 
further intensifying the 
political engagement, 
focus on increasing 
trade and investment 
flows, and technology 
collaborations in the 
space of fintech and 
startups.

“We have planned an 

India-ASEAN hackathon 
later this year, as part 
of similar hackathons 
done between Indian 
and Singapore in the 
past,” he said. “We are 
also working further 
on other collaboration 
opportunities such 
enabling digital 
payments in Singapore 
through Indian domestic 
RuPay cards, working 
together to develop a 
Global Stack, on the 
lines of India Stack, and 
for making our MSME 
platforms interoperable.”

Discussions are 
ongoing with the 
Singapore Manufacturing 
Federation (SMF) to 
explore opportunities 
for a manufacturing 
partnership.

“India offers 
industrial sites in 
planned economic 
zones to promote 
manufacturing,” he 
said, stressing that 
country had “a very 
cost competitive” 

m a n u f a c t u r i n g 
ecosystem, especially its 
low labour cost.

Singapore, through 
r e g i o n a l l y - l i n k e d 
institutions and trade 
bodies such as the 
SMF, as well as a good 
understanding of the 
ASEAN market, offers 
good scope for such a 
win-win partnership.

“This perfectly 
fits into the India’s 
strategy to be a global 
manufacturing hub with 
Singapore’s investment 
in specialised 
manufacturing sectors 
and cooperation in the 
area of developing the 
required skills for Indian 
workers,” Kumaran said.

“Singapore has been a 
longstanding FDI source 
for the Indian market 
and, by expanding 
collaborations with 
SMF, we aim to bring in 
more industries into the 
manufacturing sector 
in the country,” said 
Kumaran.

Investors see India 
as a long-term market 
with a growing domestic 
demand and the ongoing 
economic reforms 
creating a business-
friendly environment 
as well as government’s 
support for export-
oriented industries, 
according to Kumaran.

Separately, the high 
commissioner is also set 
to start work on India’s 
new High Commission 
building at Stevens Road 
on the outskirts of the 
hotel-belt of Orchard 
Road and the central 
business district.

It is designed to be a 
multi-storey complex on 
the free-hold land parcel 
owned by the Indian 
government, along with 
the current chancery and 
the High Commissioner’s 
residence.

“We are looking at 
completing the Indian 
High Commission’s new 
complex in about three 
years,” said the envoy.
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First dedicated COVID-19 hospital 
in Kerala inaugurated

Kasaragod, Sep 9 
(PTI): Tne first dedicated 
COVID-19 hospital in 
Kerala, built by the Tata 
Group, was inaugurated 
here on Wednesday by 
Chief Minister Pinarayi 
Vijayan, who said it was 
an excellent example 
of how Public Private 
Partnership can be put to 
good use.

Built by the 
Tata Group using 
prefabricated containers 
in just five months at a 
cost of Rs 60 crore, the 
551 bed hospital has 
36 ventilators for the 
patients.

The Chief Minister, 
who inaugurated the 
hospital through video 
conferencing, thanked 
the Tata Group for 
showing interest in the 
health sector of Kerala.

"The Covid hospital 
constructed by the 
Tata group, which will 
take care of the people 
during the pandemic, 
is an excellent example 
of how Public-Private 
Partnership can be put to 
good use," Vijayan said.

The 80,000 sq ft-
hospital has been built 
on five acres of land 
at Thekkil village in 
Kasaragod.

The authority to 
decide the facilities and 
the appointments to the 
hospital is with the state 
government.

Meanwhile, the 
largest Covid First 
Line Treatment Centre 
(CFLTC) in the state, 
a 1,400 bed facility, 
was also opened on 
Wednesday atNattika at 
Thrissur.
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CM’s father-in-law passes away
SUMMIT REPORT
Gangtok, 09 Sept:

Chief Minister, PS 
Tamang’s father-in-

law, Ran Mann Rai, aged 
91 years, passed away 
today at STNM Hospital, 
Sochyagang. 

The CM wrote on 
his Facebook page, 
“However, as we are all 
aware of the COVID-19 
protocols, I, along with 
my family would kindly 

request everyone to 
stay safe and condole 
his demise from their 
homes. We would very 
much appreciate your co-
operation and prayers in 
this hour of grief.”

The AntheyestiKriya 
will be held on 10 Sept 
at Namchi, Malbasey-
Kamrang, it is informed.

Political Secretary 
to the CM, Jacob Khaling 
has condoled the demise 

of Late Ran Mann Rai 
and said, “I express my 
heartfelt condolences 
to the entire family and 
hope that the Almighty 
gives strength to cope 
through this terrible 
loss.” 

S i k k i m 
KrantikariMorcha party 
has also expressed its 
heartfelt condolence on 
the sad demise of Ran 
Man Rai.

Gangtok selected for UNGSII’s SDG 25+5 cities
Gangtok, 09 Sept [IPR]: 

Chief Minister of Sikkim,Prem 
Singh Tamang informed 

that Gangtok city and its 
periphery have been selected 
in (Sustainable Development 
Goals) SDG 25+ 5 cities to fulfil 
the SDGs goals and targets by 
2025. 

This is associated with 
the United Nations Global 
Sustainability Index Institute 

(UNGSII) in co-operation 
with the United Nations 
Sustainable Development 
Solution Network (UNSDSN), 
United Nations International 
Children’s Emergency Fund 
(UNICEF), World Health 
Organisation (WHO) and 
other SDG related partners.

S.D. Dhakal, IAS, 
Secretary, Chief Minister’s 
Office (CMO), introduced 

Gangtok city in the inaugural 
address through virtual mode 
on the second Annual SDG 
Champions Conference held 
globally today.

Roland Schatz, CEO, UNGSII 
from Switzerland moderated 
the conference. After the 
deliberation by Mr Dhakal, 
Prof. Paul Barach, SDG3 
Clinical Lead from Maryland 
University, USA, Dr Charles 

Batte from Makerere 
University, Uganda, Prof. Peter 
Crino, Department of Neurology 
from the University of Maryland, 
USA and Manuela Boyle from 
Australia also shared their views 
during the occasion.

The Chief Minister on behalf 
of the Government expressed 
his gratitude towards UNGSII for 
including Gangtok city as one of 
the 25+5 SDGs cities globally.

Rotary Club Gangtok presents 
SikshaSamman award to 5 teachers 

SUMMIT REPORT
Gangtok, 09 Sept:

As part of Rotary India 
Literacy Mission 

(RILM), Rotary Club of 
Gangtok South honoured 
five teachers who 
rendered their service 
towards nation building 
as a teacher on 09 Sept, a 

press release informs. 
Five teachers 

were presented the 
SikshaSamman award 
2020 by Rotary 
Club of Gangtok 
South president, 
G e e t a S a p k o t a 
and secretary, 
PrakashSundas. 

The five teachers 
areUsha Sharma [Retd. 
Principal], Hemlall 
Sharma [Retd.Teacher], 
RoopmalaYonzon[Retd.
HM], Pushpa Gupta 
[Retd.Teacher] and 
SandhyaSundas[PRT.CS 
RaiArithang Secondary 
School].

3 Labour Law codes get Cabinet approval, will go before Parliament
New Delhi, 09 Sept: 
Three labour codes 
involving what the 
government called 
“important labour 
reforms” were approved 
by the Union cabinet 
at a meeting held last 
evening. The codes 
involve social security, 
occupational safety, 
health and working 
conditions and industrial 
relations, sources said.  
All three codes will be 
placed before parliament 
in the monsoon session 
that starts from 
September 14.

In June last year, the 
government decided to 
condense the 44 labour 
laws into four codes to 

help foreign companies 
do business in India -- a 
process that becomes 
crucial in view of the 
economic recession.

One of them - the 
code on wages, which 
clubs together the laws 
relating to minimum 
wages, bonus, equal 
remuneration and a few 
others - has already been 
passed by parliament.

The remaining three 
codes were sent to a 
Standing Committee 
and have now been now 
approved by the Cabinet.

One of these is about 
the social security code - 
involving provident fund, 
insurance, maternity 
benefits.  

Another is the 
industrial relations code 
that will combine laws on 
industrial disputes, trade 
unions and others.  

The last one is the 
occupational health and 
safety code, involving 
industrial safety and 
welfare laws.

Some states have 
already changed their 
labor laws during the 
lockdown to allow 
industry to revive 
after the seven-
week lockdown over 
coronavirus -- a move that 
was sharply criticised by 
the Congress.

The fight against 
coronavirus cannot be 
“an excuse for crushing 

human rights”, Mr Gandhi 
tweeted, joining voice 
with the labour unions, 
Left parties and activists 
who have stringently 
criticized the move.

Six states made 
changes in labour laws, 
which mainly make way 
for longer hours instead 
of the regular eight-hour 
shifts. In most cases, the 
new requirements are 12 
hours.

The list includes BJP-
ruled states like Uttar 
Pradesh and Madhya  
Pradesh, which froze 
key labour laws, 
allowing industrial 
houses more 
flexibility in hiring 
and firing employees, 

deciding on wages 
and benefits. Gujarat, 
Haryana and Himachal 
Pradesh were on the list 
too.

The Congress-ruled 
Rajasthan and Punjab 
also made changes in 
laws. Rajasthan passed 
the notification in April, 
extending working hours 
for three months but said 
labourers will be paid 
overtime for the extra 
hours.

In Punjab, a 
government statement 
said Chief Minister 
Amarinder Singh 
has asked the state’s 
industry minister to 
take all possible welfare 
measures for workers.

Nagaland govt launches tele-medicine platform
Kohima, Sep 9 (PTI): The 
Nagaland government on 
Wednesday launched a 
tele-medicine platform 
to enable people have 
access to qualified 
doctors for consultation.

Inaugurating ‘Naga 
Telehealth’ through 
virtual mode, Health 
Minister S Pangnyu 
Phom said, tele-medicine 
has emerged as an 
innovative technology-
based solution for 
service delivery to 
people in need, especially 
to those families and 
communities living in 
remote areas.

“It is an important 
initiative which will 
benefit all of us, 
particularly given the 
current pandemic 
situation we are in,” the 
minister said.

The state government 
has developed this 
platform in partnership 
with US Agency 
for International 
Development (USAID) 
NISHTHA-Jhpiego, he 
said.

“I am confident that 
through this initiative, 
the government will 
be able to ensure that 
quality, affordable 

healthcare services reach 
everyone in Nagaland, 
irrespective of where 
they live,” Phom said.

Mission Director of 
National Health Mission 
Nagaland Dr Kevichusa 
Medikhru expressed 
hope that the platform 
would bring health and 
wellness closer to the 
community.

“ C O V I D - 1 9 
pandemic has brought 
in unprecedented 
challenges to the health 
system, including 
disruption of essential 
healthcare services on 
a daily basis. Travel 

restrictions and the fear 
of getting infected are 
preventing people from 
visiting health facilities 
for their routine check-
ups,” Dr Medikhru said.

Tele-medicine has 
emerged as an innovative 
solution for service 
delivery to people in 
need, he said.

‘Naga Telehealth’ will 
be launched in a phased 
manner and currently 
it has been rolled out in 
82 sub health centres 
(SHCs) connected to 
medical officers at 
primary healthcare 
centres (PHCs) and 

district hospitals.
There is also a 

provision of referral and 
tele- consultation with 
specialist doctors with 
support from Christian 
Institute of Health 
Sciences and Research, 
Dimapur, Dr Medikhru 
said.

Speaking on the 
occasion, Director Health 
Office USAID Sangita 
Patel emphasised on 
the importance of an 
affordable and accessible 
primary healthcare 
system which will be 
better prepared to manage 
health threats in future.

BKU to hold rally to protest Centre’s 3 farm ordinances
Chandigarh, Sep 9 
(PTI): Bhartiya Kisan 
Union (BKU) leader 
Gurnam Singh has said 
his outfit, along with 
some other farmers’ 
organisations, will hold 
a rally in Kurukshetra 
on Thursday to protest 
the Centre’s three anti-
farmer ordinances.

The protest rally 
will be held at at Pipli 
in Kurukshetra against 
the three farm-related 
ordinances of the central 
government, Singh said.

The state government 
has asked the BKU leader 
not to go ahead with 
the rally in view of the 
coronavirus pandemic. 
The Kurukshetra 
administration had also 
pasted a letter outside 
Singh’s residence 
warning him not to hold 
the protest rally amid the 
pandemic.

However, Singh, who 
is BKU’s Haryana unit 
president, said the outfit 
will organise the protest 
rally.

We will hold the rally 
in a peaceful manner and 
take every precaution in 
view of the pandemic. 
The voice of farmers has 
to be raised, we want the 
Centre to withdraw these 
anti-farmer ordinances, 
which will destroy the 
peasants and leave them 
at the mercy of market 
forces, Singh said.

Farmers in 
Haryana and Punjab 
had earlier protested 
demanding a rollback 
of the Farmers’ Produce 
Trade and Commerce 
(Promotion and 
Facilitation) Ordinance, 
2020, the Farmers 
(Empowerment and 
Protection) Agreement 

on Price Assurance 
and Farm Services 
Ordinance, 2020, and the 
Essential Commodities 
( A m e n d m e n t ) 
Ordinance, 2020.

Former Chief 
Minister Bhupinder 
Singh Hooda on 
Wednesday announced 
his complete support 
to the farmers’ 
agitation against the 
three agricultural 
ordinances, which 
the Congress leader 
claimed seek to remove 
protection given to the 
farmers .

Hooda, who 
is Leader of the 
Opposition in Haryana, 
in a statement here 
claimed not only the 
farmers, but labourers, 
trade agents and 
small traders will also 
be impacted by the 
ordinances.

These ordinances 
are against the 
interests of farmers. If 
the government wants 
to implement them, 
then it should ensure 
that no purchases are 
made below MSP. The 
government could 
bring in a fourth 
ordinance separately 
to provide a clear 
provision that if any 
agency buys the crop 
of the farmer below 
the MSP, then legal 
action will be taken 
against it, Hooda said in 
a statement.

Senior Congress 
leader Randeep Singh 
Surjewala said these 
ordinances will not only 
“destroy” farmers, but 
will also lead a blow to 
the mandi system and 
impact farm labourers 
and ‘Arhitiyas’ or 

commission agents as 
well.

“On the eve of this 
rally, the Khattar 
government showed 
its anti-farmer face, 
a notice was pasted 
outside the house of 
BKU leader Gurnam 
Singh,” said Surjewala, 
adding that many 
leaders were being 
rounded up a day 
before the event.

“If the government 
will try to suppress 
the voice of farmers, 
then it will have 

to face serious 
consequences,” he 
warned.

However, Agriculture 
Minister J P Dalal on 
Wednesday said the 
state government is 
committed to provide 
Minimum Support 
Price for all the crops 
to the of the farmers of 
Haryana.

Dalal said some 
people with vested 
interests were trying 
to mislead the farmers 
about the ordinances, 
which he described as 

farmer-friendly and 
assured that the MSP 
system was here to stay.

Dalal said that 
a meeting was held 
between BKU leader 
Gurnam Singh and 
senior officers of the 
Agriculture department 
on Tuesday evening in 
which it was clarified that 
the interests of farmers 
will be safeguarded at all 
costs.

The minister said 
that he expects that the 
BKU will not go ahead 
with the proposed rally.

Kolkata Metro’s COVID-19 safety norms for passengers
Kolkata, 09 Sept: 
The Kolkata Metro 
Railway Corporation 
on Wednesday issued 
a set of dos and 
don’ts for commuters 
when they travel by 
Metro trains after 
services resume. The 
passengers will have 
to wear masks and 
sanitise their hands 
before boarding the 

trains. Dispensers 
will be placed at each 
platform, a Metro 
Railway official said. 

Kolkata Metro 
Railway general 
manager Manoj Joshi, 
who inspected several 
stations on Tuesday, 
had earlier said that 
the final date for 
resumption of services 
will be fixed shortly. 

The Metro Railway 
asked the passengers 
to use only smart cards 
and they will have to 
download the Arogya 
Setu App on their 
smartphones.

Temperature of 
passengers will be 
checked with thermal 
scanners at the entry 
gates of Metro stations.
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The 18 Sept Anniv is Coming Up
…and that’s one event Sikkim cannot afford 

to forget

In a little over a week, Sikkim will mark the ninth an-
niversary of 18 September Earthquake, that monumen-
tal event which pulled a wicked surprise on Sikkim, 
not an easy trick to play on a region which has lived 
for centuries with extreme weather conditions and 
temperamental plate tectonics. After the temblor had 
coursed through Sikkim, around 8,000 homes had been 
rendered too dangerous to be habitable anymore and 
heritage, both tangible and intangible, had been dam-
aged beyond salvaging. Several of the monasteries are 
still in the process of reconstruction, the administra-
tive headquarters of the State still functions out of a 
borrowed facility, around 1,200 of the destroyed rural 
homes are still being “reconstructed” under the am-
bitious REDRH project and the most ambitious hydel 
project in the State is only now on the verge of being 
commissioned, having finally shaken off the earth-
quake setback. Since the earthquake reminded Sikkim 
of the tectonic realities which lie underneath, Sikkim 
has been reintroduced to some other extremes of its 
setting – from flashfloods, to forest fires to landslides 
to GLOFs, over the past nine years, the Sikkimese have 
experienced the entire spectrum of the Sikkim expe-
rience – at one time luxuriating at nature at its most 
indulgent and at others cowering under nature at its 
most devastating. 
Against this backdrop, disaster preparedness should 
receive a relook, hopefully a more nuanced retouch 
given the significance of the upcoming weekend. Sik-
kim should not forget that the surprise of 18/09/11 
stemmed not so much from the unprecedented scale of 
the earthquake as from the inexcusable fact that Sikkim 
forgot that it occupies among the more disaster-prone 
sectors of the subcontinent. As for the earthquake 
itself, the only surprise it can stake claim to is in its 
confirmation that Sikkim harboured tectonic potential 
to push a 6.8 scale earthquake. Through the recorded 
history of earthquakes in the region, the big ones of 
the past century and a half [which wreaked substan-
tial damage in Sikkim as well] had been earthquakes 
with their epicentres at “established/ identified” trou-
ble-spots - fault-lines many hundred kilometres away 
from Sikkim. In some warped sense of misplaced se-
curity, this had apparently convinced people and poli-
cy-makers at a subconscious level that the State could 
do very little to cushion the impact of the next big one 
and that Sikkim’s distance from the expected ground 
zeros would absorb some of the ferocity and dissipate 
the impact. This was admittedly wrong because no 
one can prevent an earthquake, but everyone can and 
should work towards mitigating it. And now, even the 
excuse of distance is no longer available with the tec-
tonic plates on which Sikkim sits broadcasting in very 
clear terms that even they can pack a mean punch. In 
effect then, natural disasters are no longer about ‘if ’ 
and ‘when’ and have now become ‘here and now’.
And now, as the amplified fury of end-monsoon show-
ers are battering the highways and patches of patchy 
hill slopes, it’s not just about earthquakes, but a host 
of other challenges like landslides, cloudbursts, GLOFs 
etc and if the winter runs dry, there will be forest fires 
and man-animal conflicts as well. Natural disasters do 
not play in isolation and when these incidents achieve 
disaster proportions, they work in combinations. Nine 
years since the devastation of September 2011, after 
Sikkim has recollected the experience and taken stock 
of repairs and restoration, it should test the practi-
cability and resoluteness of its proposed responses 
for future calamities. Modern lifestyles have a way of 
blindsiding obvious realities, and if any lesson is to be 
learnt from the 18 September horror, it should be in re-
discovering the traditional knowledge base. Centuries 
of living in a particular region grooms people to in-
stinctively respect the brute force of nature and adopt 
lifestyles which mitigate the impact of the nature of 
disasters indigenous to a particular region. Sikkim ob-
viously had this, but lost it in the past fifty years or so. 
These need to be re-remembered and all disaster pre-
paredness plans should respect the knowhow of res-
ident populations and reinforce traditional practices 
with scientific verification and planning.
This anniversary, Sikkim should make sure that it does 
not forget – not just the earthquake and the affected – 
but also the traditional knowledge base which served 
its people well in the past. 

‘Died from’ or ‘died with’ COVID-19? We need a 
transparent approach to counting coronavirus deaths
MARC TRABSKY & COURTNEY 
HEMPTON
theconversation.com

The COVID-19 death toll is 
reported every day by state 

and federal governments. These 
numbers are often used, alongside 
case numbers, to assess how 
public health policies are faring in 
controlling the pandemic, and to 
gauge the success of various drugs 
or interventions.

There’s been confusion, 
however, over whether reported 
death statistics reflect those who’ve 
died from COVID-19, or those 
who’ve died with the virus. Often 
it’s hard for medical practitioners to 
determine which of these categories 
a death falls into.

But the COVID-19 death toll 
publicised daily on Australian state 
and territory government websites 
and reported to the press does not 
differentiate between the two. It 
includes all people who’ve died with 
SARS-CoV-2 (the virus that causes 
COVID-19) in their body. It’s unclear 
if the federal government currently 
makes this distinction or not.

Lumping these statistics 
together makes it hard for the public 
to understand the true impact of 
the virus. Clarifying what’s being 
counted as a COVID-19 death is 
necessary for understanding the 
impact of the virus, and for informing 
public health and clinical responses 
to the pandemic. If we know who is 
susceptible to dying with COVID-19 
because of pre-existing conditions, 
public health responses could 
more effectively target and protect 
potentially vulnerable people and 
communities.

We are not suggesting this is a 
reason to downplay the seriousness 
of the virus, but rather that 

successful public health engagement 
requires open communication of 
death causation data, especially in 
a pandemic. Therefore, we need a 
transparent approach to counting 
and reporting coronavirus deaths in 
Australia.

CAUSE OF DEATH IS NOT 
STRAIGHTFORWARD

Federal Deputy Chief 
Medical Officer Nick Coatsworth 
acknowledged that determining 
cause of death is complex when 
questioned by reporters on Tuesday, 
saying:

I remember as a junior doctor 
trying to do death certificates – it’s 
not always an easy thing […] I don’t, 
by any stretch of the imagination, 
think it’s a reason to underplay 
the severe impact that COVID has 
on people who have [pre-existing] 
conditions.

Indeed, distinguishing between 
dying with and dying from 
COVID-19 may require a more 
complex investigation into the cause 
of a death, beyond citing a positive 
SARS-CoV-2 test that was completed 
prior to the person’s death.

For example, Victoria’s coroner 
is currently investigating the death 
of a man in his twenties, who was 
widely reported as being Australia’s 
youngest coronavirus death. The 
coroner is investigating whether 
his death was primarily caused by 
SARS-CoV-2, or whether the virus 
contributed less substantially to his 
death.

While this death was reported 
on August 14 in Victoria’s daily 
death toll, according to The Sydney 
Morning Herald, as of August 28 
it wasn’t counted in the federal 
COVID-19 death tally. It remains 
unclear whether the death has been 
added to the federal count as of 

today.
Generally when a person dies a 

medical practitioner is responsible 
for indicating the cause of death. 
The doctor will complete a “medical 
certificate of cause of death”, and 
inform the Registry of Births, Death 
and Marriages in their state or 
territory.

In some circumstances, the 
cause of a death can also be reported 
by a coroner, but they typically 
investigate deaths that are sudden, 
unnatural, violent or accidental, or 
which occur during or after medical 
procedures. The cause of death may 
be initially unclear at the beginning 
of a coronial investigation. 
Sometimes, the determined cause of 
death may be multiple, while other 
times it may change when more 
information is revealed, for example 
through a post-mortem examination 
or toxicology tests, or when new 
information comes to light about 
how a virus affects the body.

WE DON’T KNOW THE TRUE 
DEATH RATE

The lack of nuance in Australia’s 
COVID-19 death tally means the 
true death rate may be unknown, 
and may be adjusted in the future.

For example, on August 31 
Victoria recorded only eight 
COVID-19 deaths from the 
previous 24 hours, but also added 
33 historical deaths to the toll. 
According to the state’s Chief Health 
Officer Brett Sutton, this backlog 
was due to changes in how aged 
care providers reported COVID-19 
deaths, and differences in reporting 
methods between the state and 
federal governments .

On September 4 there were 
six  deaths recorded over the 
previous 24-hours ,  but  a 
further  53 historical  deaths 

were added to  the dai ly  tol l , 
50 of which were related to aged 
care.

There is a lack of transparency 
about why there is a discrepancy 
between how Victoria and the 
Commonwealth count COVID-19 
deaths.

A spokesperson for federal 
Aged Care Minister Richard Colbeck 
suggested delays in data collection 
and reporting are the primary 
reasons for the discrepancies. But 
there appeared to be confusion in 
early August in the aged care sector 
about the necessity of reporting “all 
COVID-19 related deaths, including 
those involving other causes or 
comorbidity factors”, according to a 
letter written to Victorian aged care 
providers from the secretary for 
the Department of Health, Brendan 
Murphy.

Delays may have been caused 
by aged care providers struggling 
to verify not only residents who 
died from COVID-19, but also those 
suspected to have died with the 
virus.

The Victorian and 
Commonwealth governments are 
reportedly working to reconcile 
how COVID-19 deaths are counted 
and reported. But it may be months 
or years before detailed death data 
can be analysed.

In the meantime, we need more 
detail about what’s being reported in 
the daily COVID-19 death data, and 
governments should be transparent 
about what is (and is not) being 
counted as a COVID-19 death.

[Marc Trabsky is Senior Lecturer, 
La Trobe Law School and Director, 

Centre for Health, Law and Society, 
La Trobe University; Courtney 

Hempton is Associate Research 
Fellow, Deakin University]

South Korea’s Green New Deal shows the world 
what a smart economic recovery looks like

SUNG-YOUNG KIM
theconversation.com
As the COVID-19 pandemic 
devastates the global economy, 
there’s an opportunity for 
governments to support a green-
led recovery. This involves spending 
fiscal stimulus on renewable energy 
and other clean technologies to 
create jobs while addressing climate 
change.

The chorus calling for such a 
move is strong and diverse: banks, 
investors, academics, energy 
companies, climate advocates and 
politicians.

Unfortunately, some national 
governments have not heeded 
the calls. This includes Australia, 
where the Morrison government 
is spruiking a “gas-led recovery” 
and talking up fossil fuel-derived 
hydrogen. At the same time, our 
government is refusing to extend 
the renewable energy target beyond 
2020, and there are strong signs 
it wants to change the investment 
mandates of Australia’s clean energy 
agencies to encourage funding of 
gas projects.

However some countries, such 
as South Korea, are using the 
crisis to kickstart environmentally 
sustainable economic growth. 
Australia can learn a lot from 
the smart strategy of our Asian 
neighbour.

RISING FROM A COVID 
BATTERING

South Korea’s economy, like 
those across the world, has been hit 
hard by the pandemic. In particular, 
its export industries dropped by 
24% in May as demand for the 
nation’s mainstay products, such as 
cars, semiconductors, machinery, 
petrochemicals and steel, fell away.

In April, 26.93 million Koreans 
were reportedly employed – 392,000 
fewer than a year earlier. Job losses 
were highest in the wholesale and 
retail sectors, accommodation and 
food services.

In response, Korean President 
Moon Jae-in in July launched the 
Korean New Deal or “K-New Deal”. 
The US$135 billion investment 
in green and digital technology 
comprises:

- US$96.3 billion from 
Treasury

- US$21.2 billion from local 

governments
- US$17.3 billion from the 

private sector.
The “green” part of the plan is 

known as the Green New Deal (not to 
be confused with the US’ proposed 
package of climate policies, of the 
same name). The Korean green plan 
involves US$61.9 billion targeting 
the creation of 319,000 jobs by 
2022 and 659,000 by 2025.

President Moon will personally 
chair a monthly strategy meeting 
on the K-New Deal to monitor 
the performance of government 
ministers, and ensure the private 
sector meets its commitments.

WHAT THE GREEN RECOVERY 
LOOKS LIKE

The Green New Deal involves 
investing in advanced technology 
initiatives to create jobs.

The plan calls for an expansion 
of solar panels and wind turbines to 
42.7 gigawatts in 2025, up from 12.7 
gigawatts last year. The government 
will also install solar panels on 
225,000 public buildings.

Central to the plan are so-called 
“smart grids” – digital technology 
that allows an energy utility to 
communicate with and respond to 
its customers, and vice-versa. Korea 
plans to install “smart meters” 
in five million more apartments, 
to help consumers reduce their 
electricity use.

The government will also invest 
in microgrid communities. This 
involves using renewable energy 
and energy storage systems in 
regional areas, and those with many 
islands, creating decentralised, low-

carbon energy systems.
The Green New Deal also sets 

a target of 1.13 million electric 
vehicles and 200,000 hydrogen-
powered fuel-cell electric vehicles 
on Korean roads by 2025. This 
creates a domestic market for 
Korean car manufacturers such as 
Hyundai.

Money will also be spent 
building electric vehicle recharging 
stations (15,000 rapid and 30,000 
standard). About 450 hydrogen 
refuelling units will also be built, 
benefiting homegrown firms such 
as EM Korea.

Circular economy initiatives 
will also be implemented such as 
reducing and recycling energy using 
advanced computerised power grids 
in factories. The plan also involves 
technology to capture and store 
carbon emitted from industrial 
processes and re-using  industrial 
materials.

MORE GREY THAN GREEN?
Critics have cast the K-New 

Deal as more grey than green. For 
example, they argue while the 
dirtiest fossil fuels, such as coal, 
are being phased out, they’ve been 
replaced with ‘cleaner’ fossil fuels 
such as liquified natural gas, or LNG.

LNG will be used to provide 
baseload power, but it is 
intended only as a “bridging fuel”. 
Importantly, unlike Australia, the 
Korean government has set an end 
date to the use of fossil fuels, aiming 
for zero net emissions by 2050. 
Korea has already gone far towards 
meeting its renewables targets of 
20% by 2030 and 30-35% by 2040.

Critics also question if hydrogen 
is a realistic and affordable way 
to decarbonise transport. The 
scepticism is valid. But around 
the world, there is enormous 
investment into research, 
development and demonstration 
of hydrogen projects, including 
in Australia. Hydrogen produced 
using renewables is expected to be 
competitive with fossil fuel-derived 
hydrogen by 2040, if not earlier.

Korea’s focus on controversial 
carbon capture and storage technologies 
may also come under scrutiny, for good 
reason. And the recent government 
bail-out of a nuclear reactor and coal 
power plant manufacturer shows 
Korea cannot yet claim it has perfect 
green credentials.

LESSONS FOR AUSTRALIA
Throughout the developed world, 

many voices are calling for a green-
led recovery. South Korea stands out 
for its decisiveness, despite some 
valid criticism of its approach. Its 
Green New Deal is an opportunity to 
build the high-tech, high-wage green 
industries of the future, with massive 
export and job creation potential.

The Morrison government 
should take note: this is what a 
real green-led recovery looks like. 
With a bit of political vision, risk-
taking and a national strategy led 
by government, Australia too can 
kickstart green investment in the 
post-COVID recovery.

[the writer is Senior Lecturer in 
International Relations, Discipline 

of Politics & International Relations, 
Macquarie School of Social 

Sciences, Macquarie University]
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Tea Act and DGLPMC: Are Farm Gate Prices of Small 
Tea Growers are monitored by agencies of State? 

Analysis

DR. ABDUL HANNAN

The tea economy today is mix bag 
of organized and unorganized sub-

sectors and deviated from its classic 
characteristics of Estate Farming which 
was initiated by the colonial rulers 
in India. This sub-sectors within tea 
economy contribute 696.49 M.Kgs (51.59 
percent) and 653.55 M.kgs (48.41 percent) 
respectively out of total of 1350.04 M.kgs 
(Tea Board, 2018-19). The 1990s has 
witnessed structural changes in tea 
economy and many small-scale farmers 
popularly known as Small Tea Growers 
(STGs) entered into tea cultivation. 
Earlier tea cultivation was confined to 
Assam, West Bengal, Tripura, Tamil Nadu, 
Karnataka and Kerala only and known 
as traditional tea growing states. This 
geography of plantations is changed 
now and one may find it in all hilly and 
mountainous states of North-East India 
and farmers are engaged in small-scale 
tea cultivation. Besides, the states like 
Bihar, Uttarakhand, Himachal Pradesh 
etc. also grow tea in the farming sector. 
The table-1 below demonstrates the 
distribution 15 tea producing states today. 
It is evident that in unorganized sector 
there are 210,225 STGs having tea area 
of 215,886.40 hectares. The average farm 
size is 1.03 hectares in India as a whole 
and highest size of farms exist in Nagaland 
with 6.79 hectares.. The highest numbers 
of STGs are found in Assam, Tamil Nadu 
and West Bengal in descending order. 
More than fifty percent STGs are situated 
in North-East India. There are 571 
Bought-Leaf Factories (BLFs) situated all 
over the country and purchase green leaf 
from STGs (CISTA, 2019). The organized 
sector has 1569 tea estates with tea area 
of 420,670.60 hectares and average size 
of estates in 268.11 hectares in India. The 
average size of tea estates in hill states 
is relatively small particularly Himachal 
Pradesh, Uttarakhand, Meghalaya, 
Mizoram and Sikkim.

TEA MARKETING CONTROL ORDER 
OF 2003 AND THE 2015 AMENDMENT

The expanded geography and changing 
structure has invited series of new policies 
and programmes and the Tea Board of 
India has responded such performance 
of the industry over time. Similarly, the 
newly entrant states are also trying to 
develop new institutions to look after the 
STGs in the respective states. In exercise of 
the power conferred by sub-sections (3) 
and (5) of section 30 of the Tea Act, 1953 
(29 0f 1953), the Central Government 
modified the Tea (Marketing) Control 
Order (TMCO), 2003 and the Department 
of Commerce, Ministry of Commerce and 
Industry, Government of India has notified 
the TMCO, 2015 (Amended) vide S.O. 1012 
(E) dated 15.04.2015 ordered the Tea 
Board of India to implement it and to form 
the District Green Leaf Price Monitoring 
Committee (DGLPMC) in each tea growing 
districts of the country to monitor the farm 
gate prices and green leaf being paid to 
the STGs on real-time basis. Consequently, 
the Tea Board of India has notified and 
implemented vide Ref. Law/08/2013 
dated 21.05.2015. In the amended TMCO 
vide notification of S.O. 1012 (E) dated 
15.04.2015 under section (9)30A is added 
in the principal order (TMCO, 2003) after 
paragraph 30 states as follows: 

“30A. District Green Leaf Price 
Monitoring Committee. – (1) There 
shall be a green leaf price monitoring 
committee in each tea growing district 
comprising of two representatives each 
from Bought-Leaf Factories, small tea 
growers and estate factories and one 
officer of the Board not below the rank 
of Assistant Director and the Collector or 
Deputy Commissioner of such tea growing 
district  shall be the ex-officio Chairman. 
The officer of the Board shall be the 
member secretary of the committee. 

(2) The Registering Authority shall 
notify the constitution of the committee 
and the tenure of the committee shall 
be for three years from the date of such 
notification and the committee shall be 
reconstituted after the expiry of every 
three years.

(3) Upon the death or resignation of 
any member of the committee, other than 
the Chairman and officer of the Board, the 
Registering Authority can re-nominate 
new member from such category that the 
deceased or, as the case may be, resigned 
member represented and the tenure of 
such re-nominated member shall be for 
the remaining period, as if such death or 
resignation of the committee members 
has not happened.

(4) No member of the committee 

representing Bought leaf factories, small 
growers or estate factories shall be a 
member of two consecutive terms.

(5) The committee shall undertake the 
following functions, namely:-

(a) to monitor the average green leaf 
price payable to the small tea growers for 
each succeeding month based on the last 
month average auction price of Bought 
leaf factories of such district by applying 
price sharing formula as notified by the 
Registering Authority under the provision 

of paragraph 30; 
(b) to oversee the compliance of 

payment of such average price to the small 
tea growers and bring to the notice of the 
Registering Authority about the errant 
Bought leaf manufacturer.

(6) The member secretary of the 
committee shall ensure to conduct at least 
one meeting of the committee in a month”.

As stated above in 30A, the primary 
responsibility of the DGLPMC is to ensure 
and monitor the green leaf price payable to 
the STGs for each succeeding month based 
on the last month average auction price of 
BLFs of such district by applying the price-
sharing formula in existence notified by 
the Tea Board. The DGLPMC would also 
oversee the compliance of payment of 
such average price to the STGs and also 
to bring notice of Tea Board about errant 
BLFs. It has also been prescribed that the 
member-secretary of the DGLPMC shall 
ensure to conduct at least one meeting of 
the committee in a month. It is evident that 
all the 15 states where tea is grown and it 
pre-supposes that all these tea growing 
districts ideally should have formed 
DGLPMC and notified in each district as 
per the guidelines laid down in the above-
mentioned order notified by Ministry of 
Commerce and Industry, Government of 
India. However, the field experience do not 
support such movement of Tea Board and 
its SROs which ensures fair leveling field 
to the STGs on the ground at district and 
sub-district level.

IMPLEMENTATION OF TEA 
MARKETING CONTROL ORDER AND 
DGLPMC

To understand the nature 
implementation the TMCO, 2015 
(Amended) an application under the Right 
to Information Act, 2005 was filed to the 
Tea Board of India and reply was received 
on 30.12.2019. It has been transcribed 
that the DGLPMC are formed and notified 
in 28 districts of six states of India i.e. 
Assam, West Bengal, Tripura, Bihar, Kerala 
and Tamil Nadu (RTI dated 30.12.2019).  
Out of 28 districts, 16 districts in Assam, 
three districts in Tripura, two districts 
in West Bengal and one in Bihar, the 
DGLPMC is constituted and notified in 
March 2016 and consequently their 
tenure expired  which is three years (RTI 
Appeal, dated 17.02.2020). In case of 
their reconstitution of DGLPMC the Tea 
Board is silent.  The districts are Baksa, 
Bongaigaon, Cachar, Charaideo, Dibrugarh, 
Goalpara, Golaghat, Jorhat, Karbi Anglong, 
Kokrajhar, Lakhimpur, Nagaon, Sivasagar, 
Sonitpur, Tinsukia, Udalguri in Assam, 
Dhalai, Unakoti and West Tripura in 
Tripura; Darjeeling and Uttar Dinajpur 
in West Bengal and Kishanganj in Bihar. 
As per the Tea Statistics (2019), there 
are 55 districts and 15 states where 
STGs are producing tea. Out of which 27 
districts where there is no existence of 
DGLPMC and it is yet to be constituted and 
notified. The state-wise distribution of 
absence of DGLPMCs are found Arunachal 
Pradesh (8 districts), Assam (6 districts), 
Meghalaya (3 districts), Nagaland (2 
districts), Tripura (3 districts), West 
Bengal (1 district), Himachal Pradesh (1 

district), Kerala (1 district), Karnataka (1 
district) and Tamil Nadu (1 district). As 
per records of Government of Assam, it 
has to be emphasized that the STGs are 
found in 27 districts in Assam (Hannan, 
2019). But only 16 districts, DGLPMC 
are constituted and notified till date. All 
these have far reaching consequence to 
the labourers and laboring conditions 
engaged directly or indirectly Small-Scale 
Tea Economies in India which is estimated 
at 2.51 million people (Hannan, 2017). It 

has cascading impact to the local economy 
of the respective districts and regions in 
different states.

Now if we look further down at 
district and sub-district level from field 
inputs, the situation is depressing. The 
Tea Board of India announces Minimum 
Benchmark Price (MBP) throughout 
India and it is more of ritualistic in 
nature. Since, the author was visiting 
field in different districts of West Bengal, 
had an opportunity to interact with the 
President of the Confederation of Indian 
Small Tea Growers Associations (CISTA) 
at Jalpaiguri. It has been understood that 
MBP of green leaf is announced based on 
auction price of CTC teas in a particular 
region. It is circulated over email to all 
the stakeholders in tea industry and bulk 
messages are sent to the STGs (who have 
smart card) over phone. However, this 
announcement does not confirm that 
the STGs are recipient of the prescribed 
price of Tea Board but it confirms the 
TMCO,2015 (Amended) vide notification 
of S.O. 1012 (E) dated 15.04.2015 under 
section (9)30A of clause 5 (a) which states 
that “to monitor the average green leaf 
price payable to the small tea growers for 
each succeeding month based on the last 
month average auction price of Bought 
leaf factories of such district by applying 
price sharing formula as notified by the 
Registering Authority under the provision 
of paragraph 30” . Here one prominent gap 
is identified that factory-wise price paid to 
the STGs is not notified or announced by 
the SROs of Tea Board in the concerned 
district which was in existences in 2005-
06 (Hannan, 2019). As per mandatory 
provision of TMCO, 2003 under Clause 
(7), E-Form return is compulsory by each 
BLFs where actual price paid to the STGs 
is disclosed. This gives an opportunity to 
the Bought-Leaf Factory or Estate Factory 
an upper hand to hide the actual prices 
paid to the STGs in a particular month 
in a district and STGs are not aware of 
such provisions. Whereas the TMCO, 
2015 (Amended) vide notification of S.O. 
1012 (E) dated 15.04.2015 under section 
(9)30A of clause 5 (b) which clearly 
states that “to oversee the compliance of 
payment of such average price to the small 
tea growers and bring to the notice of the 
Registering Authority about the errant 
Bought Leaf Manufacturer”.

It has been reported in media time 
and again that the STGs are paid less 
than MBP of green leaf in North Bengal, 
particularly the district Uttar Dinajpur, 
therefore it is chosen to study by the 
Author. As per the Secretary, Uttar 
Dinajpur Small Tea Growers Association, 
the DGLPMC is failed to deliver its 
responsibility and STGs are paid Rs.3-
4 per kg green leaf and lower than 
production cost (Uttarbanga Sambad, 
October 2017). In May 2018, the MBP 
of green leaf was Rs. 14.36 (Darjeeling), 
Rs.15.31 (Jalpaiguri), Rs.14.20 (Uttar 
Dinajpur) and Rs. 9.40 (Cooch Behar) 
in West Bengal (Uttarbanga Sambad, 
May 2018). During the said month, STGs 
were receiving Rs.12-13 per kg green 
leaf in Jalpaiguri and Rs.6-9 per kg green 

leaf in Uttar Dinajpur. Again in August 
2018, the MBP of green leaf was Rs. 13.58 
per kg in Uttar Dinajpur but the STGs 
were receiving Rs.8-10 per kg green leaf 
(Uttarbanga Sambad, August 2018). To 
have deeper understanding the impact of 
DGLPMC, the author made an attempt to 
visit the Collector’s Office headquartered 
at Raiganj, Uttar Dinajpur. The concerned 
officials of District Collector were met 
and interacted (2018). It is transcribed 
that very few meetings were held since 

the formation of the DGLPMC and even 
do not have monthly MBP notifications 
in their records. Only one monthly 
meeting minutes and proceedings dated 
22.07.2016 of DGLPMC were found 
on records that it was mentioned that 
STGs were paid less than price-sharing 
formula and leaf trade occurs through 
middlemen (FAO-Islampur, Tea Board 
dated 22.07.2016). It is further stated that 
Factory-wise Green Leaf price paid to the 
STGs are not notified in the district and 
are not kept on record. Whereas the TMCO 
vide notification of S.O. 1012 (E) dated 
15.04.2015 under section (9)30A of clause 
(6) states that “the member secretary of 
the committee shall ensure to conduct at 
least one meeting of the committee in a 
month”. While interacting with the STGs 
in different parts of the district Uttar 
Dinajpur, it was noticed that they have not 
heard of DGLPMC though there is a sub-
regional office of the Tea Board situated 
at Islampur Town of Uttar Dinajpur. It 
gives an impression that the TMCO makes 
mandatory provisions to oversee the farm 
gate prices in every tea growing districts 
of the country yet its implementation is 
doubtful. The SROs of Tea Board should be 
accountable to convene monthly meetings 
compulsorily, records of minutes of the 
said meeting under the Chairmanship of 
the Collector or Deputy Commissioner 
and should create district-level database 
and report to various authorities of Tea 
Board. The SROs and Officers of Tea Board 
as Member-Secretary should ensure 
to notify and publish the Factory-wise 
monthly green leaf as per E-Form under 
the provision of TMCO in the districts and 
maintain the records of such notifications 
at Collector or Deputy Commissioners 
Office and circulated to all stakeholders in 
the respective district on monthly basis. 
It is also found among the four districts 
in North Bengal the price realization of 
green leaf is lowest in Uttar Dinajpur in 
comparison to other districts of North 
Bengal. The adjacent district of Kishanganj 
in Bihar is the only tea growing district and 
recipient of lowest price of green leaf even 
after Uttar Dinajpur of West Bengal. There 
is a mismatch of top-down approach of 
monitoring the farm gate price and the 
ground information from below which is 
found in four districts in North Bengal and 
one in North Bihar. The field experiences 
also suggest that wherever there is an 
existence of active and functional Small 
Tea Growers Association, the price of green 
leaf is better in compare to counterpart of 
the same district. 

In April 2013, the Tea Board of 
India constituted Small Growers 
Development Directorate (SGDD) 
headquartered at Dibrugarh 
and 12th Plan outlay of 200 
crores was approved for Small 
Growers Development under 
Tea Development and Promotion 
Scheme (62nd Annual Report ,  Tea 
Board). There are 67 sub-regional 
offices (SRO) are established in all 
small tea growing districts in India 
under the SGDD with an objective to 

provide technical knowledge to the 
tea farmers, monitor green leaf prices, 
farm inputs and quality production. 
The SROs are situated Assam (39), 
Tripura (3), Mizoram (1), Arunachal 
Pradesh (1), Meghalaya (1), West Bengal 
(15), Bihar (2), Uttarakhand (1), Tamil 
Nadu (3) and Kerala (1). All the SROs 
are headed by Development Officers, 
Factory Advisors and Assistant Directors 
of Tea Development. It is reported that 
during 12th Plan, 400 SHGs are planned 

and 346 SHGs are formed in different 
states. It has been stated that a total of 
174 STGs are benefitted and 6.12 crores 
of rupees are spent (63rd Annual Report, 
Tea Board). It is further stated that the 
Ministry of Commerce and Industry (PIB, 
2019) that the Tea Board of India spent 
for the development of STGs under Tea 
Development and Promotion scheme of 
Rs. 8.05 crores (2016-17), 14.00 crores 
(2017-18) and 20.45 crores (2018-
19). However, the desirable results and 
proactive role of the efforts is not evident 
and impact on farm gate price on ground. 
The fate of STGs did not change and they 
are still at the mercy of BLFs and Estate 
factories and trade relations are yet to 
bring expected results (Hannan 2019). It 
is also found that the SROs of Tea Board 
have casual approach of their extension 
services and factory-wise green leaf prices 
paid to/received by STGs are not notified 
on monthly basis. Even though SROs are 
established small tea growing districts 
and regions, they hardly disseminate the 
factory-wise list of actual price of green 
leaf paid to the STGs. This is authentic 
violation of Tea Act and TMCO and 
evidence of policy paralysis and regional 
inequalities exist in tea supply chain 
across districts. The role of Tea Board and 
its linkages with district administration 
to implement and monitor the farm gate 
price and to ensure better price to the 
STGs seems to be dismal. There are gaps 
in governance in each level beginning 
from district level monthly auction price 
(CTC) to MBP (Green Leaf) and effective 
decentralization of its implementation at 
the factory level actual green leaf price 
despite its mandatory provisions of 30A 
of TMCO, 2015 (Amended) under the 
Tea Act, 1953 (29 0f 1953). On contrary, 
the lowest unit of delivery of green leaf 
price in this case is the BLFs and Estate 
Factories situated in a particular district 
which is ultimately regulated by Tea 
Board of India. The SROs of Tea Board of 
India publish the list of BLFs and Estate 
Factories situated in a district which are 
engaged in green leaf trade and display 
it over the webpage of the Board. Hence, 
the Tea Board of India should ensure 
that factory-wise actual green leaf price 
paid to the STGs in a district are notified 
on monthly basis by SROs and all such 
records are kept in District Collector 
or Deputy Commissioners offices and 
disseminated among growers and 
other stakeholders in the district. This 
would make a meaningful attempt in 
monitoring the farm gate prices and 
differences can be identified between 
MBP and actual price as per E-Form 
under TMCO submitted to the Tea Board 
by the concerned BLFs or Estate Factory. 
Lastly, there are 27 small tea growing 
districts spread over 10 states where 
DGLPMCs are yet to be notified and the 
Tea Board should take proactive role to 
constitute the committee and notify as per 
provisions.

[The writer is Assistant Professor, 
Department of Geography Central 

University of Sikkim Gangtok. 

Table-1: Geography and Size of  Tea Economy in India (2018-19)
Unorganised Sector Organised Sector

States No of
STGs

Area (Ha) Avg.
Size

No of
Est.

Area (Ha) Avg.
Size

Arunachal P 1690 4630.50 2.74 28 2593.23 92.62
Assam 101085 105291 1.04 765 232399.4 303.79
Meghalaya 644 910.35 1.41 2 96.99 48.50
Mizoram 364 182.80 0.50 1 15 15.00
Manipur 489 1382.61 2.83 1 312.44 312.44
Nagaland 3354 22772.27 6.79 1 200 200.00
Sikkim 30 8.75 0.29 1 177.64 177.64
Tripura 2766 1407.28 0.51 52 6904.05 132.77
North East 110422 136585.60 1.24 851 242698.7 285.19
Bihar 3500 3900 1.11 6 107.37 17.90
Himachal P 1526 710.22 0.47 15 627.26 41.82
Uttarakhand 3150 2127.08 0.68 4 751.11 187.78
West Bengal 37365 33711.27 0.90 451 114410.5 253.68
North India 45541 40448.57 0.89 476 115896.2 243.48
Karnataka - - - 16 2171.74 135.73
Kerala 8497 5567.74 0.66 93 30303.42 325.84
Tamil Nadu 45765 33284.57 0.73 133 29600.56 222.56
South India 54262 38852.31 0.72 242 62075.72 256.51
India 210225 215886.40 1.03 1569 420670.60 268.11

 Source: Computed from Tea Statistics, 2019

Table-2: Tea Production and Status of DGLPMC Constitution by the Tea Board (2018-19)
Tea Production (M.Kgs) Small Tea Growing Districts (No)

States Organised 
Sector

Unorganised
Sector

Total 
Tea

STGs 
Districts

DGLPMC  
Notified

DGLPMC Not 
Notified

Arunachal P 3.89 7.78 11.67 8 0 8
Assam 389.79 311.55 701.34 22 16 6
Meghalaya 0.10 0.46 0.56 3 0 3
Nagaland 0.00 1.68 1.68 2 0 2
Sikkim 0.09 0 0.09 - - -
Tripura 6.38 2.24 8.62 6 3 3
North East 
India 400.25 323.71 723.96 41 19 22
West Bengal 178.67 215.56 394.23 6 5 1
Bihar 0.69 4.35 5.04 1 1 0
Himachal P 0.30 0.48 0.78 1 0 1
Uttarakhand 0.02 0 0.02 - - -
North India 179.68 220.39 400.07 8 6 2
Kerala 49.64 11.12 60.76 3 2 1
Karnataka 4.83 0.27 5.1 1 0 1
Tamil Nadu 62.09 98.06 160.15 2 1 1
South India 116.56 109.45 226.01 6 3 3
India 696.49 653.55 1350.04 55 28 27

Source: Computed from Tea Statistics 2019 and RTI Reply of Tea Board dated 30.12.2019 
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Ronaldo reaches century of 
international goals for Portugal

Stockholm, Sep 
9 (AP): Add 100 
international goals to 
the extraordinary list 
of milestones achieved 
by soccer superstar 
Cristiano Ronaldo.
The 35-year-old Ronaldo 
become just the second 
male player to reach a 
century of goals for a 
national team when he 
curled a free kick into 
the top corner from 25 
meters for the first of his 
two strikes in Portugal’s 
2-0 away win against 
Sweden in the Nations 
League on Tuesday.

Scoring one of 
the best goals of his 
international career was 
a fitting way to enter 
the “100 Club,” where 
he joins former Iran 
striker Ali Daei, and he 
wheeled away in delight 
in an empty Friends 
Arena in Stockholm 
before performing his 
trademark celebration 
the mid-air pirouette.

Ronaldo, who was 
playing in his 165th 
game for Portugal, then 
added a second goal 
another curler into the 
top corner and needs 
nine more to surpass the 
international record of 
109 scored by Daei from 
1993-2006.

The five-time world 
player of the year already 
holds the record for goals 
in the Champions League 
with 131 16 more than 
nearest rival Lionel 

Messi and has now 
scored an international 
goal for the 17th straight 
calendar year.

Portugal has won 
its two opening group 
games after beating 
Croatia 4-1 on Saturday, 
when Ronaldo was 
absent because of a toe 
infection.

Belgium and France 
also have maximum 
points. The top-ranked 
Belgians beat Iceland 
5-1 and France defeated 
Croatia 4-2 the same 
scoreline as the 2018 
World Cup final.

England drew 0-0 at 
Denmark in Copenhagen.

GIROUD NEARS 
RECORD

Oliver Giroud moved 
to within one goal of 
Michel Platini’s national 
record for France by 
converting a penalty to 
complete the victory 

over Croatia at the Stade 
de France.

The striker was 
handed the opportunity 
to move onto 40 
international goals by 
Antoine Griezmann, who 
gave away penalty duties 
having missed his last 
three for France. Giroud 
made no mistake in the 
77th minute.

A well-taken 
individual goal by center 
back Dejan Lovren 
put Croatia ahead, but 
Anthony Martial set 
up Griezmann for the 
equalizer before sliding 
in for a shot that hit the 
post, struck goalkeeper 
Dominik Livakovic on 
the back of the head, 
and rebounded into the 
net.

Martial, starting 
for France for the first 
time since March 2018, 
was only in the lineup 

because Kylian Mbapp 
was missing after 
testing positive for the 
coronavirus on Monday.

Josip Brekalo made 
it 2-2, only for defender 
Dayot Upamecano to 
regain the lead for 
France before Giroud’s 
penalty.

Eduardo Camavinga 
came on for his France 
debut during the 
second half, becoming 
the youngest player to 
represent France since 
the second world war at 
17 years, 10 months.

DE BRUYNE 
CELEBRATES

Kevin De Bruyne 
celebrated becoming 
English football’s player 
of the year by setting up 
two of Belgium’s goals in 
its comeback win over 
Iceland.

The Manchester 
City midfielder didn’t 

get on the scoresheet, 
though, with striker 
Michy Batshuayi netting 
in either half and Axel 
Witsel, Dries Mertens 
and Jeremy Doku also 
scoring.

Iceland had gone in 
front through Holmbert 
Aron Fridjonsson.

Belgium began Group 
2 play with a 2-0 win at 
Denmark on Saturday.

ENGLAND HELD
A difficult few days 

for England coach Gareth 
Southgate ended with 
his team being held to 
a tame draw against 
Denmark, though Harry 
Kane came close to 
snatching victory when 
his late shot was cleared 
off the line.

England was without 
highly rated youngsters 
Mason Greenwood and 
Phil Foden, who were 
sent home for breaching 
coronavirus rules in 
Reykjavik after making 
their international 
debuts in the 1-0 win 
over Iceland on Saturday.

Video posted on 
social media video 
appeared to show the 
players meeting women 
from outside the team 
bubble.

Midfielder Kalvin 
Phillips and center back 
Conor Coady started 
for their England 
debuts, while attacking 
midfielder Jack Grealish 
came on in the second 
half for his debut.

Caster Semenya’s Olympic hopes fade as 
runner loses testosterone rules appeal

Sean Ingle
London, 09 Sept 
[theGuardian]: The 
double Olympic 800m 
champion Caster 
Semenya appears to 
have lost her long-
running legal battle 
against regulations 
requiring women with 
high testosterone to take 
medication to compete 
internationally between 
400m and a mile.

A Swiss federal 
tribunal said on Tuesday 
that it supported a 
decision by the court 
of arbitration for sport 
last year that track and 
field’s policy for athletes 
with differences in sex 
development (DSD) was 
“necessary, reasonable 
and proportionate” to 
ensure fair competition 
in women’s sport.

“Based on these 
findings, the Cas decision 
cannot be challenged,” 
the tribunal said. 
“Fairness in sport is a 
legitimate concern and 
forms a central principle 
of sporting competition. 
It is one of the pillars 
on which competition is 
based.”

It now looks 
impossible for Semenya, 
the London 2012 and Rio 
2016 gold medallist, to 
defend her title in Tokyo. 
She responded to the 
news by accusing World 
Athletics of being on the 
“wrong side of history”.

“I am very 
disappointed by this 

ruling, but refuse to let 
World Athletics drug 
me or stop me from 
being who I am,” she 
said. “Excluding female 
athletes or endangering 
our health solely because 
of our natural abilities 
puts World Athletics on 
the wrong side of history. 
I will continue to fight 
for the human rights of 
female athletes, both 
on the track and off the 
track, until we can all run 
free the way we were 
born.”

The South African 
was almost unstoppable 
until World Athletics 
implemented a new 
policy for DSD athletes, 
including Semenya, 
that compelled them to 
reduce their testosterone 
levels to less than 5 
nmol/L if they wanted to 
compete in elite events 
between 400m and a 
mile.

It argued the policy 
was justified because 
more than 99% of 
females have around 
0.12-1.79 nmol/L of 
testosterone in their 
bodies – while DSDs 
are in the male range of 
7.7-29.4 nmol/L. Last 
year Cas upheld that 
policy, saying it was fair 
because DSD athletes, 
including Semenya, had a 
significant advantage in 
size, strength and power 
from puberty onwards 
because of their elevated 
testosterone levels.

In a statement 

World Athletics said it 
was “very pleased” that 
the highest court in 
Switzerland had joined 
with the highest court 
in sport in endorsing its 
arguments.

“World Athletics 
has always maintained 
that its regulations are 
lawful and legitimate, 
and that they represent 
a fair, necessary and 
proportionate means 
of ensuring the rights 
of all female athletes 
to participate on fair 
and equal terms,” it 
said. “It has rejected the 
suggestion that they 
infringe any athlete’s 
human rights, including 
the right to dignity 
and the right to bodily 
integrity.”

Semenya, who is 
also a three-time world 
champion, could still 
appeal to the European 
court of human rights. 
However in its statement 
the Swiss federal tribunal 
appeared to suggest that 
such an appeal would be 
unlikely to succeed.

“The European 
Court of Human Rights 
also attaches particular 
importance to the aspect 
of fair competition,” the 
tribunal said. “In addition 
to this significant public 
interest, the Cas rightly 
considered the other 
relevant interests, 
namely the private 
interests of the female 
athletes running in the 
‘women’ category.”

Massive pay hike for Pakistan’s domestic cricketers
Karachi, Sep 8 (PTI): 
Top domestic cricketers 
stand a chance to earn 
as much as PKR 3.2 
million (Rs14 lakh INR) 
over the course of the 
season, including a 
monthly retainer of PKR 
150,000 (Rs 66k INR) 
according to a revamped 
pay structure announced 
by the Pakistan Cricket 
Board (PCB) on Tuesday.

Ahead of the 2020-
21 season, which begins 
on September 30, the 
country’s cricket board 
announced a new pay 
structure which will see 
domestic players earning 
“more than seven per 
cent” of what they 
received in the 2019-20 
season.

“Once the lowly paid 
top domestic cricket 
performers now have the 
opportunity to earn as 
high as PKR3.2million, 
which is 83 per cent more 
than 2019-20, and as low 
as PKR1.8million, still a 
seven per cent increase 
from what the players 
in the highest category 
received last year,” PCB 
said in a release on 
Tuesday.

“With each of the 
10 A+ category players 
to receive PKR150,000 
as monthly retainer 
for 12 months and a 

match fee of PKR40,000 
for National T20 Cup 
and Pakistan Cup each, 
and PKR60,000 for 
Quaid-e-Azam Trophy, 
players maintaining 
and displaying high 
levels of professionalism 
throughout the season 
will earn PKR3.2million.”

The Board also said 
that “monthly retainer 
of D category domestic 
players is PKR40,000 but 
they will get the same 
match fee as the highest 
category player”, which 
means “any D category 
player who features 
in all the 30 First XI 
league matches will earn 
PKR1.8million.”

The players can take 

home an even higher 
paycheck if they can 
“increase their earnings 
if they reach the finals, 
which will guarantee 
them additional match 
fee as well as share in the 
prize money”.

Last year, the monthly 
retainer of all domestic 
contracted first XI 
players was PKR50,000, 
while match fee was 
PKR40,000 for white-ball 
cricket and PKR75,000 
for red-ball cricket.

“The PCB is aware 
that Pakistan cricketers 
are not the highest-paid 
in the world, but it is 
our endeavour to slowly 
and gradually improve 
their contracts so that 

they can get best returns 
for their talent and 
also plan their futures,” 
PCB Director - High 
Performance, Nadeem 
Khan said.

“PCB generates its 
funds and revenues 
through cricket and it 
is appropriate that a 
large chunk of these 
funds are reinvested 
into development and 
cricketers.

“I am confident that 
domestic cricketers 
will see these 
enhancements as a 
morale and confidence 
booster, and they 
will not only aim to 
perform better than 
last year but this will 

introduce an element 
of competition between 
these players in pursuit 
of improved contracts 
next year.”

The 2020-21 and 
enhanced monthly 
retainer structure is:

Category A+ = 10 
players, PKR150,000 per 
month (66k INR)

Category A = 38 
players, PKR85,000 per 
month (37K INR)

Category B = 48 
players, PKR75,000 per 
month (33k INR)

Category C = 72 
players, PKR65,000 per 
month (28k INR)

Category D = 24 
players, PKR40,000 per 
month. (17.

Belgium beats Iceland 5-1 in Nations League
Brussels, Sep 9 
(AP): Striker Michy 
Batshuayi scored twice 
and teenager Jeremy 
Doku marked his first 
international start with 
a goal as Belgium beat 
Iceland 5-1 to claim a 
second consecutive win 
in the Nations League.

Despite the absence 
of several key players, 
including Thibaut 
Courtois and Eden 
Hazard, the hosts 
quickly recovered from 
going one goal down 
and monopolized the 
ball in the second half.

On the day he 
was voted English 
football’s player of the 
year, Manchester City 
midfielder Kevin De 
Bruyne provided two 
assists at an empty 
King Baudouin stadium. 
The match was played 
without fans because 
of the coronavirus 
pandemic.

The hosts trailed for 

only two minutes after 
Holmbert Fridjonsson 
put Iceland ahead in the 
11th. After Axel Witsel’s 
equalizer, Belgium took 
the lead in the 17th 
through Batshuayi, who 
slotted the ball home 
from the rebound.

Dries Mertens added 
his name to the score 
sheet with a clean finish 
five minutes into the 
second half after being 
set up by De Bruyne. 
Batshuayi made it 4-1 
with a back-heel flick 
and Doku completed the 
rout 10 minutes from 

time.
The 18-year-old 

Anderlecht forward 
collected a pass from 
De Bruyne, cut inside 
the box on the left and 
unleashed a powerful 
strike into the top 
corner at the far post.

“I’m still shocked 
to be playing with such 
good players,” Doku 
said.

“I’m very happy with 
my performance.”

Belgium won 2-0 
at Denmark in their 
Nations League A Group 
2 opener last weekend.

Naomi Osaka eases past Shelby Rogers to set up US Open semi-final with Brady
TUMAINI CARAYOL
New York, 09 Sept 
[theGuardian]: Naomi 
Osaka continued to 
underscore her status 
as the favourite to 
win the US Open title 
as she won her ninth 
consecutive match since 
the tour restart, moving 
into the semi-final with 
a 6-3, 6-4 win over 
Shelby Rogers.

“I feel pretty good,” 
Osaka said afterwards. 
“I think all of the 
matches were really 
tough. The scoreline 
might not suggest it 

but I’ve had a couple 
of really hard matches. 
I think that made me 
really glad to be in this 
position right now.”

Osaka entered the 
court wearing a mask 
bearing the name of 
George Floyd, whose 
killing at the hands of 
police was the catalyst 
for her activism. 
She had previously 
amplified the names of 
Elijah McClain, Ahmaud 
Arbery, Trayvon Martin 
and Breonna Taylor, all 
high profile cases of 
Black people unjustly 

killed at the hands 
of police or civilians. 
After the match, ESPN 
broadcasted messages 
from Arbery’s father 
and Martin’s mother for 
Osaka.

“I was just trying 
really hard not to cry,” 
said Osaka. “For me 
it’s a bit surreal. It’s 
extremely touching that 
they would feel touched 
by what I’m doing. For 
me, I feel like what I’ve 
doing is nothing. It’s a 
speck of what I could 
be doing. It was really 
emotional. I feel like, I 

don’t know, after I saw 
it, at first I was a bit 
in shock. Now that I’m 
here and I took the time, 
I don’t know, I’m really 
grateful and I’m really 
humbled.”

Despite sporting 
tape across her left 
hamstring after her 
withdrawal from the 
Western & Southern 
Open final two days 
before the US Open 
began, Osaka is playing 
some of the best tennis 
of her career in New 
York.

Rogers, a lovely 

ballstriker who reached 
the quarter-finals after 
saving four match points 
against sixth seed Petra 
Kvitova, was rendered 
impotent by Osaka’s 
combined package of 
elite serving power, 
athleticism and an 
evolving understanding 
of how to use her 
strengths. Osaka ended 
her night with 24 
winners and just eight 
unforced errors. Despite 
some struggles with 
her ball toss, she won a 
handsome 83% of points 
behind her first serve.
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ElseWhere
Disney criticized for filming ‘Mulan’ in China’s Xinjiang

SEOUL, South Korea 
(AP): Disney is under 
fire for filming part of 
its live-action reboot 
“Mulan” in Xinjiang, the 
region in China where 
the government has been 
accused of human rights 
abuses against Uighurs 
and other predominantly 
Muslim minorities.

The final credits 
in the film, which was 
released on Disney Plus 
last week and is being 
rolled out in several 
countries this month, 
thank propaganda 
departments in Xinjiang 
and the public security 
bureau of Turpan, a 
Uighur-majority city in 
the region.

Human rights 
activists and some China 
experts have taken to 
social media to condemn 
Disney for turning a 
blind eye to alleged 
abuses in Xinjiang. They 
accuse the American 
enterprise of kowtowing 
to China for access to its 
lucrative movie market, 
the second-largest in the 
world.

A m n e s t y 
International tweeted 
a link to a media report 
on the controversy and 
asked Disney, “Can you 
show us your human 
rights due diligence 
report?” A Washington 
Post opinion contributor 
called the movie a 
scandal, and one widely 
shared tweet suggested 
the Mulan crew would 
have seen “reeducation 
camps” for Uighurs en 
route to filming locations.

Uighurs and other 
predominantly Muslim 
minorities in the remote 
Xinjiang region have 
been locked up in camps 

as part of a government 
assimilation campaign 
launched in response to 
decades of sometimes 
violent struggle against 
Chinese rule. Some 
have been subjected to 
forced sterilization and 
abortion, and in recent 
months, ordered to 
drink traditional Chinese 
medicines to combat the 
coronavirus outbreak.

Chinese authorities 
defend the camps as 
job training centers, 
though former detainees 
describe them as prison-
like facilities where they 
were humiliated, beaten 
and deprived of food.

“There is no so-
called reeducation camp 
in Xinjiang,” foreign 
ministry spokesperson 
Zhao Lijian said when 
asked about the Mulan 
controversy on Tuesday. 
“The establishment of 
the vocational education 
and training centers in 
Xinjiang is a positive 

attempt and active 
exploration of preventive 
counterterrorism and 
deradicalization. ... There 
have been no violent 
terrorist attacks in 
Xinjiang for more than 
three years.”

In addition to 
Xinjiang, the Mulan team 
has scouted and filmed 
in multiple locations in 
China including the cities 
of Xi’an and Dunhuang, 
according to director 
Niki Caro’s Instagram 
posts. The movie has 
been partially filmed in 
New Zealand as well.

Disney did not 
reply to a request for 
comment.

The film, which is a 
remake of the popular 
1998 animation, is 
based on the ancient 
Chinese tale of Hua 
Mulan, a young 
woman who takes her 
father’s place in the 
army by dressing as 
a man.

The remake was no 
stranger to controversies 
even before its release.

Last year, a boycott 
movement was sparked 
when the lead actor, 
Liu Yifei, a Chinese-
American originally 
from Wuhan, publicly 
supported Hong 
Kong police when 
they were accused 
of using excessive 
force against Hong 
Kong pro-democracy 
protesters.

Donnie Yen, a 
renowned Hong 
Kong star who plays 
Mulan’s regiment 
leader Commander 
Tung, also drew ire 
from Hong Kong 
protesters for his pro-
China stance.

Alan Horn, co-
chairman and chief 
creative officer of The 
Walt Disney Studios, 
said in February that the 
company doesn’t want 
to be dragged into a 

political discussion.
“I can’t speak for 

what Yifei says in China, 
we didn’t know about 
it, what she was going 
to say, and that’s up to 
them,” he said during a 
roundtable session with 
other entertainment 
executives including 
from Netflix and Warner 
Brothers.

He did note the 
importance of the 
Chinese market, where 
Mulan opens Friday. “If 
‘Mulan’ doesn’t work 
in China, we have a 
problem,” he said with a 
laugh.

It’s a crucial 
time for Disney. In 
August, the American 
e n t e r t a i n m e n t 
conglomerate said 
its net income fell 
dramatically after 
having to close theme 
parks temporarily 
and cancel theatrical 
releases because of the 
coronavirus pandemic.

Disney has high 
hopes for the Mulan 
remake, one of its most 
expensive productions 
ever. It is pushing limited 
theatrical releases in 
some countries and 
putting the movie on 
its Disney+ streaming 
service for $29.99, on 
top of the monthly 
subscription.

However, the film’s 
explicit credits to 
Xinjiang authorities have 
reignited the boycott 
movement.

“I’m a huge fan of 
Disney movies and 
especially with a 4-year-
old daughter, ‘Mulan’ 
should be a must watch 
for my family,” Uighur 
American activist Ferkat 
Jawdat said. He said he 
won’t be watching this 
Disney remake.

“The hypocrisy is just 
too amazing to fathom,” 
he said of filming in the 
same region as the camps 
and where the Uighur 
population is oppressed.

The controversy has 
revived calls for a boycott 
in Hong Kong, where the 
film will be released next 
week.

“Even before this 
became known, Hong 
Kongers have already 
been protesting for a year 
about Liu Yifei’s support 
of police brutality,” 
Jeffrey Ngo, a Hong Kong 
activist, said.

Hong Kong 
democracy activist 
Joshua Wong tweeted, 
“Now, when you watch 
#Mulan, not only are 
you turning a blind eye 
to police brutality and 
racial injustice ... you’re 
also potentially complicit 
in the mass incarceration 
of Muslim Uyghurs.”

Ethiopian region votes, defying federal government and PM

ADDIS ABABA, 
Ethiopia (AP): People 
began voting in Ethiopia’s 
northern Tigray region 
on Wednesday in a 
local election defying 
the federal government 
and increasing political 
tensions in Africa’s 
second most populous 
country.

Tigray officials 
have warned that an 
intervention by the 
federal government 
would amount to a 
“declaration of war.” 
They have objected to 
the postponement of the 
national election, once 
set for August, because 

of the coronavirus 
pandemic and the 
extension of Prime 
Minister Abiy Ahmed’s 
time in office.

Over the weekend, 
Ethiopia’s upper house 
of parliament called 
Wednesday’s election 
u n c o n s t i t u t i o n a l . 
Ethiopia’s leader has 
ruled out a military 
intervention, but there 
are fears any punitive 
measures by the federal 
government could 
further escalate tensions.

The standoff with 
the northern region is 
the latest challenge to 
the administration of 

Abiy, who won the Nobel 
Peace Prize last year 
in part for introducing 
political reforms. He took 
office in early 2018. The 
Tigray region’s ruling 
party, the Tigray People’s 
Liberation Front, was 
the dominant one in 
Ethiopia’s previous 
government.

“This election is 
illegal because only the 
National Election Board 
can conduct elections in 
Ethiopia,” Abiy said in an 
interview with the state 
broadcaster, EBC, on 
Tuesday evening. “TPLF’s 
rule over the region 
is extended until the 

upcoming election. If the 
party doesn’t take part 
in the general election, it 
won’t be acceptable.

“These types of small 
gatherings won’t be a 
headache for us,” Abiy 
added.

Some 2.7 million 
people in the Tigray 
region were expected 
to cast their votes at 
more than 2,600 polling 
stations, regional 
election officials said.

A regional 
broadcaster, Tigray 
TV, showed voters 
lining up in the early 
hours Wednesday. Two 
residents of the regional 
capital, Mekelle, told The 
Associated Press there 
was tight security in the 
city and surrounding 
areas. Bikes and auto 
rickshaws were banned 
from the city as of 
Tuesday evening.

On Monday, Ethiopian 

security officials 
removed reporters from 
a plane heading to the 
region, confiscating their 
I.D.s, cameras and other 
equipment. Separately, 
a non-governmental 
organization told the AP 
they were barred from 
observing the election 
“for no sufficient reason.”

The group, Seb Hidri, 
said the Tigray People’s 
Liberation Front was 
behind the ban.

Greece: 
Fire sweeps 
through 
refugee camp 
on virus 
lockdown
ATHENS, Greece (AP): 
A major overnight 
fire swept through 
Greece’s largest refugee 
camp, which had been 
placed under COVID-19 
lockdown, burning 
through container 
housing and leaving 
more than 12,000 
migrants Wednesday 
in emergency need of 
shelter on the island of 
Lesbos.

In dramatic night-
time scenes, migrants at 
the overcrowded Moria 
refugee camp fled fires 
that broke out at multiple 
points and were fanned 
by gale-force winds, 
gutting much of the camp 
and surrounding hillside 
olive groves. Protests 
also broke out involving 
migrants, riot police, and 
firefighters. There were 
no reports of injuries.

Aid agencies have 
long warned of dire 
living conditions at 
Moria, where more than 
12,500 have been living 
in and around a facility 
built to house just over 
2,750.

A state of emergency 
was declared on 
the island starting 
Wednesday for public 
health reasons and will 
be in effect for four 
months, Greece’s civil 
protection authority 
announced.

“It has been a very 
difficult night,” Greek 
government spokesman 
Stelios Petsas said, 
adding that all possible 
causes of the fire, 
including arson, were 
being examined.

Petsas said those 
who had been living 
in Moria would not be 
allowed to leave the 
island to prevent the 
potential spread of the 
coronavirus.

The camp was put 
under lockdown after a 
Somali man was found to 
have been infected with 
the virus. A major testing 
drive was ordered, and 35 
people who tested positive 
had been quarantined in a 
separate facility that was 
not affected by the fire, 
officials said. Greece’s 
interior and migration 
ministers, along with 
the head of the country’s 
public health organization, 
were heading to Lesbos 
following an emergency 
meeting convened 
Wednesday morning 
by Prime Minister 
Kyriakos Mitsotakis. The 
commander of Greece’s 
intelligence service, the 
civil protection head 
and the chief of defense 
general staff participated 
in the meeting.

European authorities, 
who have often come 
under criticism for not 
doing enough to ease 
the migration burden 
on countries at Europe’s 
southern borders such 
as Greece, Italy and 
Spain, were quick to offer 
assistance.

“What’s happening in 
Moria is a humanitarian 
catastrophe,” German 
Foreign Minister Heiko 
Maas tweeted. “In 
cooperation with the EU 
Commission and other 
EU member states willing 
to help we need to sort 
out as quickly as possible 
how we can support 
Greece. This includes the 
distribution of refugees 
among those in the EU 
that are willing to take 
them.”

Increased 
warming closing 
in on agreed 
upon limit
The world is getting 
closer to passing a 
temperature limit set by 
global leaders five years 
ago and may exceed it 
in the next decade or 
so, according to a new 
United Nations report.

In the next five 
years, the world has 
nearly a 1-in-4 chance 
of experiencing a year 
that’s hot enough to put 
the global temperature 
at 2.7 degrees (1.5 
degrees Celsius) above 
pre-industrial times, 
according to a new 
science update released 
Wednesday by the U.N., 
World Meteorological 
Organization and other 
global science groups.

That 1.5 degrees 
Celsius is the more 
stringent of two limits set 
in 2015 by world leaders 
in the Paris climate 
change agreement. A 
2018 U.N. science report 
said a world hotter than 
that still survives, but 
chances of dangerous 
problems increase 
tremendously.

The report comes on 
the heels of a weekend 
of weather gone wild 
around the U.S.: Scorching 
heat, record California 
wildfires and two more 
Atlantic storms that set 
records for earliest 16th 
and 17th named storms.

Earlier this year, Death 
Valley hit 130 degrees 
(54.4 degrees Celsius) and 
Siberia hit 100 degrees 
(38 degrees Celsius).

The warming that 
has already occurred has 
“increased the odds of 
extreme events that are 
unprecedented in our 
historical experience,” 
Stanford University 
climate scientist Noah 
Diffenbaugh said.

For example, 
historical global warming 
has increased the odds 
of record-setting hot 
extremes at more than 
80% of the globe, and 
has “doubled or even 
tripled the odds over 
the region of California 
and the western U.S. that 
has experienced record-
setting heat in recent 
weeks,” Diffenbaugh 
added.
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ARIES:
You can think, rethink, and overthink all of your 
decisions, but where’s the fun in that? Today, the 
cards are urging you to awaken your spontaneous 
nature, follow the stirrings of your heart, and surprise 
yourself by doing something you wouldn’t have in 
the past. You won’t come to regret this decision—
we promise! Remember, you’re not letting anybody 
down by following your sacred purpose. Let go of the 
guilt that is attached to walking this path.
TAURUS:
Like the rams, you’re being encouraged to stop 
overthinking and take that leap of faith. What’s standing 
before you is a major opening, Taurus, one that you have 
consciously invited into your experience. Surprise yourself 
by doing one thing you would have shied away from in 
the past—it can be as drastic as changing your career, or 
as small as standing up to your boss. You won’t come to 
regret this, we promise!
GEMINI:
You’re leaving the past and all the turmoil associated with 
it behind. This is a time of transitions, Gemini. Trust that 
you’re being led towards calmer shores where peace and 
prosperity will be yours to keep. But, before you move 
on, take a moment to offer a prayer of gratitude to the 
mysterious forces for the not-so-good moments too. As 
Amy Poehler once said, “Sometimes painful things can 
teach us lessons we didn’t think we needed to know.”

CANCER:
You’ve been pushing yourself to your limits, Cancer. But, 
there’s only so much you can accomplish when you’re 
out of fuel. The cards are reminding you to prioritise 
your own needs and give your body what it deserves, 
whether it’s rest, nourishment, exercise or therapy. If 
you’re dealing with ailments on the physical front, it’s 
best to turn to a healer or healthcare professional you 
trust.
LEO:
What are you going to do with all that money in the 
bank, Leo? The cards are reminding you that desires 
are an integral part of the earthly experience. So 
allow yourself to indulge in a few pleasures without 
bringing guilt or shame into the equation. In the 
immortal words of Stephen Fry, “It’s the useless 
things that make life worth living and that make life 
dangerous too: wine, love, art, and beauty. Without 
them, living is safe, but not worth bothering with.”
VIRGO:
We all have a destiny to fulfill, Virgo. While some of us 
are fortunate enough to consciously create it, others 
walk their paths unknowingly. But your connection 
with the divine has always been a special one. So 
instead of looking outside for guidance, turn inwards. 
In moments of deep connection, you will receive the 
reaffirmation you’re looking for. This is also a time of 
reuniting with your soul tribe. evolution.

LIBRA:
A significant chapter in your life has just ended, making 
way for another one. Right now, you’re in that in-between 
place where the old hasn’t completely loosened its grip on 
you, and the new is yet to reveal signs of life. Don’t let the 
discomfort throw you off, Libra. You are being led to a place 
where your dreams and desires will take physical form. 
Some of you may be carrying a torch for a special someone 
who lives in another city or country. If your feelings are 
real, don’t let distance play buzzkill at your party.
SCORPIO:
What if we said nothing is written in stone and that you 
have the power to create the future as you go along? The 
cards are reminding you that there is a parallel reality 
available to you, where you are so loved and so supported. 
Stop glorifying the struggle. Scorpios who have put in the 
work will find that things are taking off at great speed. 
Projects that were stuck for a while are being set into 
motion. Buckle your seatbelt. You’re going to love every 
bit of this ride.
SAGITTARIUS:
This weekend, you’re in the mood to revisit the goals 
you set for yourself earlier this year. So what if the 
world is on hold, Sagittarius? You still have four 
months to achieve all the things you set out to. Today, 
the cards are bringing your attention to a personal 
project—something you may have dismissed as 
merely a hobby. 

CAPRICORN:
Carl Jung once said, “What you resist, persists.” This quote 
holds true for where you are right now, Capricorn. Take a 
moment to look within. Ask yourself where you are unwilling 
to relinquish control. Breathe in the courage and breathe out 
the fears. The Universe is holding space for you to make this 
colossal change. You have nothing to worry about.
AQUARIUS:
Weekly reminder, Aquarius: you still have four months to 
accomplish all the things you set out to earlier this year. 
So don’t let the trials and tribulations of the past few 
months get to you. The cards are reminding you that this 
is a blessed time to move forward. Become cognisant of 
the signs being revealed to you and keep facing your 
True North. Some of you may be entering a significant 
business/creative partnership. Oh, the mountains you will 
move once you sync your forces!
PISCES:
The past hasn’t been rainbows and sunshine, but you’re 
willing to take responsibility for who you were and how 
you acted. Truth and authenticity is all that there is, and 
they help build the foundation of a solid relationship. 
Today, the cards are urging you to listen to your inner 
guidance, and bring about a positive shift in your 
relationship dynamics. For single Pisceans, this is 
a time of attracting a partner who’s vibing at your 
frequency and is willing to meet you from a space of 
open-heartedness.

The BIG
 P I C

COOLING DOWN! Actress Olivia Wilde went 
for a swim in Malibu.

DeGeneres vows candor as clouded 
talk show charts its return

LOS ANGELES (AP): Ellen DeGeneres 
says she’ll be ready to talk when her 
daytime show returns this month after a 
staff shake-up prompted by allegations 
of a toxic workplace.

“I can’t wait to get back to work 
and back to our studio. And, yes, we’re 
gonna talk about it,” DeGeneres said in a 
statement announcing the show’s Sept. 
21 start of its 18th season.

Tiffany Haddish will join DeGeneres 
for the kick-off episode, with “The Ellen 
DeGeneres Show” to be taped at Warner 
Bros. minus an in-studio audience, 
which is commonplace during the 
pandemic.

The first month’s list of high-
profile guests reads like a a rebuttal to 
questions about how DeGeneres and 
her show are perceived in the industry 
amid the controversy that cut against 
the host’s kindly image.

Kerry Washington, Alec Baldwin and 
Chrissy Teigen are set for the first week, 
with Chris Rock, Amy Schumer, Adam 
Sandler and Orlando Bloom appearing 
later in September, the show said.

Stephen “tWitch” Boss, a longtime 
guest DJ on the show and among those 
who have publicly supported DeGeneres, 
will guest host some fall episodes.

Last month, three of the show’s 
producers exited amid allegations 
of a dysfunctional workplace that 
harbored misbehavior including sexual 
misconduct and racially insensitive 
remarks.

An internal company investigation 
of work conditions was prompted by a 
BuzzFeed News report in July based on 36 
interviews with ex-staffers, who complained 
about or said they witnessed improper and 
unfair treatment. The people making the 
claims were not identified.

When DeGeneres told staffers of 
the changes in a video conference call, 
she reportedly said she found claims 
about the show’s environment to be 
“heartbreaking.”

The comedian and host had sent a 
memo to her staff after the BuzzFeed 
report, recalling her early promise of 
ensuring a workplace where “everyone 
would be treated with respect.” 

Something changed, she said, “and for 
that, I am sorry.”

In a July statement, Warner Bros. 
said parent company WarnerMedia’s 
investigation revealed what it called 
“some flaws in the show’s daily 
management.”

Although not all of the allegations 
were corroborated, the studio said it 
was “disappointed that the primary 
findings of the investigation indicated 
some deficiencies related to the show’s 
day-to-day management.”

No details were specified at the 
time, and Warner Bros. had no further 
comment last month beyond confirming 
the producers’ departures.

‘Keeping Up With the Kardashians’ will end in 2021

LOS ANGELES (AP): Who do we keep 
up with now? After more than a decade, 
“Keeping Up With the Kardashians” will 
be ending its run next year.

“It is with heavy hearts that we 
say goodbye” to the reality show, Kim 
Kardashian West and other members of 
the extended Kardashian-Jenner family 
said in a statement Tuesday.

“We’ve decided as a family to end 
this very special journey,” said their 
social media statement, without further 
explanation about the move.

The series became a pop culture 
sensation and gave rise to a new kind of 
fame born of reality TV. It also was the 
launch pad for several family members’ 
fashion and beauty business empires 
and led to Kardashian West’s surprising 
reinvention as a social justice crusader 
and aspiring lawyer.

“We are beyond grateful to all of 
you who’ve watched us for all of these 
years —through the good times, the bad 
times, the happiness, the tears, and the 
many relationships and children,” the 
family said.

Besides Kardashian West, others 
names attached to the statement were 
Kris, Kendall and Kylie Jenner; Kourtney, 
Khloe and Rob Kardashian, and Scott 
Disick.

The announcement comes as Kanye 

West pursues an independent run for 
the U.S. presidency, representing what 
he said is the Birthday Party. Kardashian 
West’s husband has faced questions 
about his emotional state after a 
rocky campaign kickoff event in South 
Carolina.

The show’s home, the E! network, 
said it’s a delayed farewell. The new 
season begins Sept. 17, with the final 
season to air in 2021.

The series, which debuted in 
October 2007, begat 12 spin-offs, 
including “Kourtney and Khloe Take 
Miami” and “Revenge Body with Khloe 
Kardashian.”

At the show’s start, the name 
Kardashian was familiar to few. Some 
young people knew Kim Kardashian 
as the sidekick of hotel heiress Paris 
Hilton who had been in a few episodes 
of Hilton’s show “The Simple Life,” and 
in a home sex tape that spread widely 
and gave a boost to her burgeoning 
fame.

Older people remembered Robert 
Kardashian, Kim’s father who died in 2003, 
as O.J. Simpson’s friend and attorney who 
acted as his spokesman in the aftermath of 
the killing of Simpson’s wife.

In 2006, family matriarch Kris 
Jenner began shopping the idea of 
an unscripted show about her family, 

at a time when the similarly themed 
“The Osbournes” was enjoying major 
popularity.

Ryan Seacrest and his production 
company were interested, and they 
were sold on the idea after sending a 
camera crew to capture a Kardashian 
family barbecue.

The show was an immediate hit, and 
the family name became synonymous 
with reality celebrities, famous for being 
famous, who the public loved, hated or 
loved to hate.

The show’s early focus was on Kris 
Kardashian and her daughters, Kim, 
Kourtney and Khloé, their relationships 
and their business exploits. The 
daughters’ significant others, including 
Disick, Lamar Odom and Reggie Bush, 
were featured.

In subsequent seasons, half-sisters 
Kendall and Kylie Jenner took on more 
prominent roles and achieved the same 
kind of fame as the Kardashian women.

Kendall and Kylie’s Olympian parent 
also became a series star, especially 
at the time of transitioning to Caitlyn 
Jenner, a moment that brought 
transgender issues to the forefront 
of American entertainment as never 
before.

Caitlyn Jenner would appear in an 
unofficial spin-off, “I Am Cait.”

Kevin Hart to host famed telethon 
long hosted by Jerry Lewis

LOS ANGELES (AP): Kevin Hart will host 
the return of a popular telethon once 
spearheaded by the late Jerry Lewis to fight 
muscular dystrophy.
The Muscular Dystrophy Association 
announced Wednesday that Hart will host the 
MDA Kevin Hart Kids Telethon. The two-hour, 
star-studded virtual fundraiser event will air 
Oct. 24.

Celebrity guests will include Michael 
B. Jordan, Eva Longoria, Jack Black, Usain 
Bolt, Josh Gad and Jillian Mercado, who was 
diagnosed with muscular dystrophy as a child.

Hart said the telethon’s return is an 
“incredible opportunity” to bring back the 
work of Lewis, who helped make the Labor 
Day Muscular Dystrophy Association telethon 
a television tradition for decades. Lewis died 
from natural causes in 2017.

Lewis was known as the ringmaster of 
the MDA telethons, which raised billions of 
dollars with his support since the 1960s, 
including more than $60 million in 2009.

Lewis stepped down as host in 2011 and 

the association held its last telethon three 
years later.

The October show will benefit the 
association’s work and Hart’s Help From the 
Hart charity.

“I’m honored to collaborate with MDA and 
my organization, to educate and entertain 
the public about the need to support people 
with disabilities and disadvantages, because 
we are all in this together,” Hart said in a 
statement.

MDA president and CEO Lynn O’Connor 
Vos praised Lewis for establishing a foundation 
of “help and hope” for the association. She 
hopes the telethon can continue to help raise 
awareness to therapies for muscular dystrophy 
and other related neuromuscular diseases.

“Kevin Hart and the Help From the Hart 
foundation are the perfect match for MDA to 
bring the magic and power of the telethon 
into a new era of giving, and to bring the 
remarkable stories of strength of MDA 
families into the hearts and homes of people 
across the country,” she said.


