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Bimal returns to the Hills, disses 
BJP and opportunist leaders

smrita khawas 
Darjeeling, 20 Dec:

It took three and a half years, a 
period during which his party 

split, issues were muddled, he 
was forced underground and 
political alignments turned 
around, but Gorkha Janmukti 
Morcha president, now of the 
“Bimal” faction, Bimal Gurung, 
returned to the Darjeeling 
Hills along with those still in 
his corner and addressed a 
large number of supporters 
at a public meeting here at the 
Motor Stand. 

“I am very grateful towards 
the people of the Hills, Taraai 
and Dooars for supporting me 
throughout the past few years 
and keeping their faith in me. I 
am delighted to finally be among 
you and overwhelmed by the 

love, support and trust of my 
public,” Mr Gurung said. 

He also welcomed the 
political challenge that now 
exists in the Hills and mocked 
his detractors as people who 
struck deals for themselves but 
could not win over the people, 
who, he stressed, were still with 
him. 

Mr Gurung, who was 
instrumental in throwing the 
weight of his party and his own 
popularity in the Hills behind 
the candidature of BJP’s Raju 
Bista in the Lok Sabha elections, 
today dispelled any lingering 
doubts people might still harbor 
about his partnership with the 
saffron party.

“I have one question for 
the Darjeeling MP, BJP’s Raju 
Bista - he had promised us that 

he will bring us Gorkhaland 
but till now, not even the 
11-leftout communities have 
been declared considered for 
inclusion as scheduled tribes, 
why?” he demanded in his 
address.

Shortly after emerging from 
hiding recently, Mr Gurung had 
announced that his party was 
ending its association with the 
BJP and was not standing with 
Trinamool Congress.

“I have realised that BJP saw 
me only as a voting machine 
and thought that I will never 
return to the hills. And that is 
the reason I have changed the 
political scenario and will be 
doing a peaceful and democratic 
politics in the Hills,” he said. 

He also took potshots at his 
fellow TMC ally, Benoy Tamang 

and the GJM Benoy faction by 
alleging that while this camp has 
been sourcing developmental 
funds from the West Bengal 
Chief Minister, barely 30% of 
these funds were being used on 
ground and 70% leaking away 
to corruption. 

He went on to remind people 
that Darjeeling was home to 
people from many different 
communities and how BJP, 
whose politics was inherently 
communal, was dangerous for 
the region since it will invariably 
revert to its divisive politics and 
harm all the people here.

Mamata Banerjee, on the 
hand, comes with established 
secular credentials and 
a commitment towards 
development which the people 
should embrace.

Covid claims one more, 
Sikkim’s toll climbs to 124

summit report
Gangtok, 20 Dec: 

Novel Coronavirus claimed one more 
life in Sikkim taking the State’s 

COVID-related death toll to 124.
In his daily health bulletin on Sunday, 

Health Department State IEC Officer, 
Sonam Gyaltsen Bhutia, informed that 
the latest fatality, a 70-year-old male 
from Niya, South District, was found 
positive for COVID-19 in rapid antigen 
testing at Central Referral Hospital on 
03 December.

He was then admitted to the COVID-
dedicated STNM Hospital. 

He tested positive again on 17 
December and passed away at around 
7:30 Sunday morning due to COVID 
pneumonitis. The septuagenarian had 
underlying factors of multiple organ 
disfunction and arthritis.

Meanwhile, only 12 new cases of 
novel coronavirus were reported in 
Sikkim in the last 24 hours on Sunday, 
nudging the state’s tally of confirmed 
cases up to 5,573. The low number of 
cases could also be attributed to the 

comparatively fewer tests carried out 
on Saturday when on 103 samples were 
tested. Of late, Sikkim has been testing 
more than 200 samples on a routine 
basis.

Of the 12 new cases, 11 were 
reported from East District and one 
from South Sikkim. 

On the other hand, the number of 
discharged Covid patients in Sikkim has 
improved to 4,981. There are currently 
374 active cases of novel coronavirus in 
the State, of whom one is admitted in 
the ICU facility of STNM Hospital.

Among the new cases reported 
from in and around the capital are two 
persons from Tathangchen, one from 
near Zero Point, one from Tadong, one 
from Baluwakhani, one from Bojoghari, 
one from Socheygang, one from Swastik 
and one person who came for testing to 
STNM Hospital. 

Likewise, one person from  Yangta, 
Gyalshing in West District and one 
person from Daragaon, Turuk and one 
from Ghurpisey in South District have 
also tested positive for COVID-19.

Losoong over, it’s time for Christmas
aaron rai
Gangtok, 20 Dec:

After Losoong and Namsoong, 
now it is time for Christmas 

in Sikkim. 
Pre-christmas celebrations have 
been underway in the form of 
Mamlay Kamrang Christmas 
Festive Meet 2020 at Middle 
Kamrang Secondary  School 
ground in South Sikkim.

The main objective of 
the program is to take the 
opportunity provided by 
Christmas to provide a platform 
to talented football players from 
different villages, said Roger 
Rai, president  of the Organizing 
Committee.

Furden Lepcha, Chairman, 
farmers welfare  Board, was 
present as the Chief Guest at 
today’s event. K B. Rai, the SKM 
area incharge, was present as 
a special guest . In his address, 
Lepcha said the current 

government is committed 
to protecting the rights and 
privileges of all religions and 
communities.

On the fifth day of the 
Christmas Festive Meet-2020, 
cultural dances and solo singing 

were presented by various 
churches from the Poklok 
Kamrang area. In addition, 
to make the event more 
attractive and entertaining, 
a one-day competition of 
veteran football players 
was held, in which four 
teams participated -  Upper 
Kamrang, Lower Kamrang, 
Middle Kamrang and Mamlay 
Ward. Upper Kamrang and 
Middle Kamrang clashed in 
the final and Upper Kamrang 
became the winner. 

According to the organizers, 
Chief Minister  P.S. Tamang will 
be the chief guest at tomorrow’s 
programme.

LTVC joins SSC dharna, demands LT seat formula from Govt
ORGANIZATION WANTS SDF’S OFOJ AND SKM’S 1600 APPOINTMENTS CANCELLED

Summit Report
Gangtok, 20 Dec: 

Limboo Tamang Voluntary Committee [LTVC] joined the dharna called by 
Sikkim Subject Committee outside District Administrative Centre [East] on 

Sunday pressing a host of demands. The LTVC delegation at the protest was there 
to reiterate its demand seeking seat reservation for the Limboos and Tamangs in 
the Sikkim Legislative Assembly, something that has been Constitutionally owed 
to the two communities ever since they were included in the Scheduled Tribes list 
in the year 2008.

An LTVC press release issued by its publicity secretary, Deepak Tamang, 
informs that LTVC has been continuously fighting for LT seat reservation and 
alleges that the SKM government’s stand on the issue was not clear. 

“LT seat has become a ‘Rainbow’ for the political masters. If this issue has not 
been resolved till now, then what more can we expect for the Limbu and Tamang 
community,” the release states. 

CM interacts with Soreng-
Chakung constituents 

summit report
Gangtok, 20 Dec:

Chief Minister PS Tamang today toured 
Soreng-Chakung constituency 

and interacted with the people there. 
Soreng is the CM’s home-base and a 
constituency he has represented for 
nearly two decades before moving 
first to Upper Burtuk and then to 
Poklok-Kamrang. His association with 
Soreng-Chakung goes back a while 
and is now represented by his son, 
Aditya Golay. 

Accompanied by the area MLA, 
Ministers, senior officers of the CMO 

and Heads of Departments, the CM, 
officials inform, met with the public of 
the constituency and interacted with 
them extensively at the Soreng Senior 
Secondary School campus.

Apart from hearing out the 
grievances of the people and their 
demands, the CM informed that 
necessary directions have been passed 
to officials to work in earnest with only 
the interest of the people in mind.

He also extended financial assistance 
to families and individuals requiring 
immediate assistance to address health 
issues, it is informed.

4 army personnel killed 
in JN Road mishap

summit report
Gangtok, 20 Dec:

Four army personnel were killed and one seriously injured when the vehicle 
they were travelling in skidded off the road near 17 Mile on JN Road on Sunday.
Media reports have quoted the SP-East as confirming the accident and 

informing that slippery road conditions owing to recent snowfall in the area 
caused the vehicle to lose traction and skid off the road.

While four army personnel were killed in the mishap, one was seriously 
injured and has reportedly been flown to Kolkata for treatment.
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What you need to know about this year’s 
winter solstice and the great conjunction

william teets
London, 20 Dec [theConversation]: The 
winter solstice this year happens on Dec. 21. 
This is when the Sun appears the lowest in 
the Northern Hemisphere sky and is at its 
farthest southern point over Earth – directly 
over the Tropic of Capricorn. For folks living 
at 23.5 degrees south latitude, not only does 
this day mark their summer solstice, but 
they also see the Sun directly over them at 
local noon. After that, the Sun will start to 
creep back north again.

The Sun is highest in the Northern 
Hemisphere sky in June, lowest in December, 
and halfway in between these positions in 
March and September during the equinoxes.

The winter solstice is the shortest day in 
the Northern Hemisphere but not the day 
with the latest sunrise and earliest sunset. 
How is that possible?

The winter solstice doesn’t coincide with 
the latest sunrise or the earliest sunset. 
Those actually occur about two weeks 
before and two weeks after the winter 
solstice. This is because we are changing our 
distance from the sun due to our elliptical, 
not circular, orbit, which changes the speed 
at which we orbit.

If you were to look at where the Sun is at 
exactly the same time of day over different 
days of the year, you would see that it’s 

not always in the same spot. Yes, the Sun 
is higher in the summer and lower in the 
winter, but it also moves from side to side 
of the average noontime position, which also 
plays a role in when the Sun rises and sets.

One should also keep in mind that the 
seasons are due to the Earth’s axial tilt, not 
our distance from the Sun. Believe it or not, 
we are closest to the Sun in January.

What is ‘the great conjunction’?
Saturn and Jupiter have appeared fairly 

close together in our sky throughout the 
year. But on Dec. 21, Saturn and Jupiter will 
appear so close together that some folks 
may have a difficult time seeing them as two 
objects.

If you have a pair of binoculars, you’ll 
easily be able to spot both planets. In 
even a small telescope, you’d see both 
planets at the same time in the same 
field of view, which is really unheard 
of. That’s what makes this conjunction 
so rare. Jupiter and Saturn appear to 
meet up about every 20 years. Most of 
the time, however, they’re not nearly as 
close together as we’re going to see them on 
Monday, Dec. 21.

For a comparison, there was a great 
conjunction back in 2000, but the two 
planets were separated by about two full-
Moon widths. This year, the orbits will bring 

them to where they appear to be about one-
fifth of a full-Moon diameter.

We have been encouraging folks to go out 
and look at these planets using just their eyes 
between now and Dec. 21. You’ll actually be 
able to see how much they appear to move 
over the course of a single day.

The next time they will get this close 
together in our sky won’t be for another 
60 years, so this is going to be a once-in-a-
lifetime event for many people. In fact, the 
last time they got this close together was in 
the year 1623, but it was really difficult, if 
not impossible, to see them then because 
they appeared much closer to the Sun and 
set soon after it. Go back another 400 years 
to 1226 and this would have been the last 
time that we would have had a good view of 
this type of conjunction.

If weather permits at Dyer Observatory, 
we’ll be streaming a live view of the 
conjunction from one of the observatory’s 
telescopes, and I’ll be available to answer 
questions. Even if you don’t have a telescope 
or a pair of binoculars, definitely go out and 
check out this very rare alignment with your 
own eyes. Remember that they set soon after 
sunset, so be ready to view right at dusk!

[the writer is Acting Director 
and Astronomer, Dyer Observatory, 

Vanderbilt University]

Nawin Kiran sits on dharna against 
SKM’s 1600 appointments

Gangtok, 20 Dec: Sikkim Subject Committee vice-convener, Nawin Kiran 
Pradhan, sat on daylong dharna against what he has alleged to be 1,600 “illegal 
appointments” by the State Government in the past one year, unclear future 
prospects of youth employed under the One Family One Job scheme and other 
issues here in front of the District Administrative Centre [East] on Sunday. The 
demonstration was also supported by members of other organisations who 
joined the dharna with placards raising a host of issues. 

SKM Kisan Cell inspects preparations 
for Agri Fair in Rangpo

summit report
Gangtok, 20 Dec:

A team of Sikkim 
Krantikari Morcha 

Kisan Cell arrived at 
Rangpo Bazaar Sports 
Ground today to 
discuss preparations 
for the Agriculture and 
Animal Fair proposed 
to be held at Rangpo 
from 24 December 
onwards, a press release 
informs. 

The delegation 
was led by SKM Kisan 
Morcha president Padam 
Sharma informs that 
such fairs are planned 
for all four districts with 
the objective to generate 
wider awareness 
among the people 
about agriculture and 
animal husbandry and 
encouraging them to 
adopt these livelihood 
options. 

Such a fair has 
already been held for 
West Sikkim and at the 
Rangpo event, farmers 
from 12 constituencies 
are scheduled to receive 
benefits. 

Apart from display 
and sale of livestock, the 
fair will also be attended 
by representatives from 
banks and insurance 
companies to attend to 
farmers. 

COVID-19: India reports 26,624 new cases

New Delhi, Dec 20 (PTI): India’s 
COVID-19 caseload rose to 1,00,31,223 
with 26,624 new infections being 
reported in a day, while the number of 
people who have recuperated from the 
disease surged to 95.80 lakh pushing 
the national recovery rate to 95.51 per 
cent, according to the Union Health 
Ministry data updated on Saturday.

The death toll increased to 1,45,477 
with 341 new fatalities, the data 
updated at 8 am showed.

The number of people who have 
recuperated from the disease surged 
to 95,80,402 pushing the national 
recovery rate to 95.51 per cent, while 
the COVID-19 case fatality rate stands 
at 1.45 per cent.

The COVID-19 active caseload 

remained below 4 lakh for the 14th 
consecutive day.

There are 3,05,344 active 
coronavirus infections in the country 
which comprises 3.04 per cent of the 
total caseload, the data stated.

India’s COVID-19 tally had crossed 
the 20-lakh mark on August 7, 30 lakh 
on August 23, 40 lakh on September 5 
and 50 lakh on September 16.It went 
past 60 lakh on September 28, 70 lakh 
on October 11, crossed 80 lakh on 
October 29, 90 lakh on November 20 
and surpassed the one-crore mark on 
December 19.

According to the ICMR, 16,11,98,195 
samples have been tested up to 
December 19 with 11,07,681 samples 
being tested on Saturday.

India may measure depth of Himalayan 
glaciers for study on water

New Delhi, 20 Dec 
[PTI]: As global warming 
affects the Himalayas, 
the Ministry of Earth 
Sciences is planning to 
measure the depth of 
glaciers in the region to 
assess their volume and 
gauge the water available 
in them, officials said on 
Sunday.

The project will start 
next summer, sometime 
in June-July, said, M 
Rajeevan, the ministry’s 
secretary.

Ravichandran, the 
Director of the National 

Centre for Polar 
and Ocean Research 
(NCPOR), which will 
execute the project, said 
the country’s remote and 
high-altitude research 
centre, Himansh, is also 
studying the Himalayan 
climate.

The centre was 
established in 2016.

“The plan is to first 
study seven glaciers in 
the Chandra river basin,” 
he said.

The Chandra river 
is a major tributary of 
the Chenab river which 

itself is a tributary of the 
Indus.

The Himalayan 
glaciers are a major 
source of water for rivers 
originating from there. 
The Himalayan rivers 
are also a lifeline for the 
Indo-Gangetic plains, 
home to several million 
people.

The NCPOR director 
said while the area of the 
glaciers is already known 
with the help of satellites, 
what needs to be known 
is the volume.

“The purpose of 

studying the depth of the 
glaciers is to understand 
the volume. This will also 
help us understand the 
availability of water and 
whether the glaciers are 
increasing or shrinking,” 
Ravichandran added.

He said they will be 
using a radar technology 
that uses microwave 
signals. It can penetrate 
through the ice and reach 
the rocks, something 
which the satellite 
images cannot do. The 
signals, after reflecting 
on the rocks can help 

understand the depth.
“The US and the UK 

have the technology. 
So, we will be taking 
help of that technology,” 
Ravichandran added.

At first, the plan is to use 
helicopters that will carry 
these radars. Once successful, 
subsequent studies would be 
carried out in the rest of the 
Himalayas.

Later, an aircraft or 
drone could be used 
depending on the radars 
for studying other 
glaciers, Ravichandran 
noted.

ATK Mohun Bagan aim to end Bengaluru FC’s unbeaten run
Margao, Dec 20 (PTI): 
An absorbing contest is 
on the cards when two in-
form teams ATK Mohun 
Bagan and Bengaluru FC 
clash each other in the 
Indian Super League, 
here on Monday.

While ATKMB boast 
of a strong attacking line-
up, they have even better 
defensive statistics. 
Bengaluru’s figures 
aren’t bad either. They 
are yet to taste a defeat in 
the campaign.

Though aware of the 
challenge that awaits for 
his side, ATKMB coach 

Antonio Habas has his 
sights set on nothing less 
than three points.

“I think it’s impossible 
to win every match. The 
teams are more balanced 
and it’s very difficult 
for all teams to keep on 
winning three points,” 
said Habas.

“The idea in football 
is to get three points. 
I cannot play thinking 
about the possibility of 
drawing or losing.”

ATKMB’s defenders 
have the most number 
of tackles in the league 
(233) and have also 

made the second-most 
clearances in the league 
(182).

“The idea is marking 
in the zone and closing 
down the spaces. You 
need space for crosses 
and to create moves. The 
idea is that the opponent 
doesn’t find any space to 
attack,” said Habas.

“Bengaluru is 
a strong team. For 
us, three points are 
the same as in other 
matches but I know 
that Bengaluru vs ATK 
Mohun Bagan is an 
important match. We 

respect the opponent 
and 90 minutes will 
decide the match,” he 
added.

Bengaluru FC coach 
Carles Cuadrat faces a 
huge task to maintain his 
unbeaten start against a 
‘physical challenge’ from 
ATK Mohun Bagan.

“ATK Mohun Bagan 
have a team with very 
tough players. We 
know about them; big 
bodies and playing 
with a high tempo. 
We saw in their game 
against FC Goa how 
their players play as 

a compact unit and 
try to take advantage 
of counterattacks 
and open spaces,” 
explained Cuadrat.

“Habas’ team was 
champion for a reason. 
They know how to defend 
and how to be dangerous 
in their attacks. We have 
to create enough chances 
to score because they are 
very good defensively, 
they have conceded the 
fewest goals so far. They 
employ a very good 
defensive structure and 
we will try to beat them,” 
he said.

Dharna in support of farmers’ demands in Hyderabad
Hyderabad, Dec 20 
(PTI): Expressing 
solidarity with the 
farmers protesting at 
Delhi borders against the 
Centre’s new farm laws, 
members of different 
organisations including 
farmers organisations 
and Left parties held a 
dharna here on Sunday.

Diverse citizen 
groups from various 
walks of life joined the 

dharna and declared 
that they stand with 
farmers and support 
their demands for repeal 
of the three new farm 
laws, a release from the 
AIKSCC (All India Kisan 
Sangharsh Coordination 
Committee) said.

The protesters 
observed ‘Shradhanjali 
Diwas’ to pay homage 
to those who had “died 
during the ongoing 

farmers’ agitation”.
A banner with the 

photographs of all of 
them with the message 
“condolences for martyrs 
of farmers movement” 
was displayed at the 
dharna.

The protesters 
also held placards that 
read”Save Farmers Save 
India”, “We want repeal 
of new laws”, “Protect the 
farmers of India, Revoke 

theanti-farm laws”, “No 
deal!! We want repeal of 
Farm Acts”, “Take back 
farm Acts”, “No Farmers 
No Food”among others.

They also demanded 
that the Centre should 
stop what they termed 
“mis-propaganda” and 
address farmers demands.

CPI(M) Telangana 
leader Tammineni 
Veerabhadram, CPI 
Telangana leader Chada 

Venkat Reddy, Telangana 
Jana Samiti leaders 
also participated and 
reiterated their support 
to the farmers’ agitation.

Thousands of 
farmers, mainly from 
Punjab and Haryana, are 
protesting against the 
laws for the last over 
four weeks at various 
border points of Delhi 
and demanding that the 
legislations be repealed.

Pensioners can submit life certificates till Feb 28: Union Minister
New Delhi, 20 Dec 
[PTI]: In a major relief 
to central government 
pensioners amid the 
COVID-19 pandemic, the 
date for submission of 
life certificate has been 
extended up to February 
28 next year, Union 
Minister Jitendra Singh 
said on Sunday.

“This decision has 
been taken considering 
all the sensitivities 
to avoid pandemic 
risk emanating from 
gathering of crowds at 
the pension disbursing 
banks,” said Mr Singh, 
the Minister of State for 

Personnel.
In addition to this, 

he said, the pensioners 
above the age of 80 years 
were given an exclusive 
window from October 
1 onward to submit 
their life certificate so 
as to avoid rush likely to 
happen from the opening 
date of November 1.

Mr Singh said that 
while the annual life 
certificate is mandatory 
for the continuation 
of pension, the 
Department of Pension 
and Pensioners’ Welfare 
(DoPPW) recently took 
an innovative decision 

to rope in Indian Post 
Payments Bank (IPPB) 
to facilitate digital life 
certificate (DLC).

IPPB, he informed, 
is now helping collect 
the digital life certificate 
from houses of pensioners 
through 1.89 lakh postmen 
and gramin dak sewaks.

“This has come as a 
great comfort to pensioners, 
especially those residing in 
rural areas,” the minister 
said.

The Department of 
Pension and Pensioners’ 
Welfare has also started 
a campaign to extend 
support to the aged or 

infirmed pensioners 
in submission of life 
certificate digitally from 
home, he said.

“Other modes of 
submitting the life 
certificate from home 
such as by attaching 
biometric device to 
a personal computer 
or mobile are also in 
operation,” Mr Singh said.

He said the 
department also noted 
certain inconveniences 
being experienced 
by senior citizens on 
account of changing 
biometrics due to age.

“To overcome this 

age-related scientific 
hazard, all the pension 
disbursing banks have 
been advised to adopt 
video-based customer 
identification process 
(V-CIP) as an additional 
facility for obtaining 
life certificate from 
the pensioners, within 
the permissible RBI 
guidelines,” Mr Singh said.

He said the DoPPW is 
on the verge of introducing 
the face-recognition 
technology to submit 
digital life certificate 
through a simple Android 
phone without attaching 
any biometric device.

building for sale 
A two storey house building constructed on plot 
area 50×40 ft. Situated at Upper Phong near 
Phong SS , South Sikkim is on urgent sale. Cost Rs 
60 Lakhs (Negotiable ). Interested may contact : 
8145829309, 7864937800, 9749897695.
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affidavit
This is to state that Mr. B.Pradhan and Smt S. Mukhia were legally bound 

in marriage in the year 2011. This is also to state that Mr. B. Pradhan 
has been living separately from Smt. S. Mukhia  since march 2020 i.e. 9 
months. This is also to state that Mr. B.Pradhan & Smt S.Mukhia are not 
socially and martially obligated to each other

Sd/-
B.Pradhan

LTVC has also asked the State government to 
present its formula for the seat reservation.

The release also contends that appointments 
made under the One Family One Job scheme and the 
1,600 appointments made by the SKM Government 
without following the prescribed processes for 
government employment were illegal and should 
hence be cancelled.

SSC’s Nawin Kiran Pradhan, it may be recalled, 
has opposed the 1,600 appointments but wants the 
OFOJ appointments regularized.

LTVC argues that the only difference between the 
two appointments is that while OFOJ employment 
was done in “broad daylight” in a public event, the 
1,600 appointments of the present government were 
done surreptitiously. 

The release states that during the Rojgar Mela, 
the SDF government had distributed jobs to people 
without realising the consequences and how it was 
a direct threat to the educated youth appointed as a 
result.

The organisation has questioned the need 
to spend years earning degrees if such “illegal” 
appointments were done on the whims of politicians 
to serve their political ends and why Sikkim Public 
Service Commission was established if government 
jobs could be distributed so casually. 

On the same, LTVC has demanded that both OFOJ 
and the more recent 1600 appointments to allow 
eligible and competent candidates apply for the posts.

LTVC joins SSC dharna..

Recovering Fellow Brothers 
win Rehab Futsal tournament

summit report
GANGTOK, 20 DEC: 

Recovering Fellow 
Brothers, Gangtok, 

emerged champions of 
the Grace Inter Rehab 
Futsal Tournament 
2020 played here at 
Paljor Stadium over the 
weekend. 

In a nail-biting final 
match played on Sunday 
afternoon, Recovering 
Fellow Brothers edged 
past United Fellowship, 
Siliguri, 2-1 to lift the 
trophy.

The final match has 
Lok Sabha MP, Indra 
Hang Subba, as chief 
guest, accompanied by 
Advisor to Information 
Technology Department, 
Tenzing Lamtha, 
Additional Political 
Secretary to the 
CM [East], Tshering 
Wangchuk Lepcha, 
who is also the chief 
patron of the organizing 
committee, and Miss 
Bharat 2020 Nisha Subba 
present as guests of 
honour.

The two-day long 
futsal tournament 
was organised by 
Gangtok-based Grace 

Detoxification Centre. A 
total of 18 teams from 
Sikkim and North Bengal 
region had participated 
in the tournament. The 
winning team received a 
cash prize of Rs 20,000 
along with a trophy, 
while the runners-up 
team received Rs 15,000 
cash and trophy.

Biraj Limboo of 
Freedom Facility bagged 
the Most Promising 
Player Trophy, while 
Sahil Subba of Grace 
Foundation, Siliguri, 
was adjudged the Best 
Goalkeeper of the 
tournament. 

The Man of the 
Match trophy awarded 
to Zigmee of United 
Fellowship, Siliguri, 
while Suman Gazmer 
of Recovering Brothers, 
Gangtok received the 
Man of the Tournament 
honours. Jagriti received 
the trophy for Best Team 
and Devasish of United 
Fellowship, Siliguri, 
emerged the Highest 
Scorer.  

The Lok Sabha 
MP congratulated the 
organising committee 
and participating teams 

for giving a positive 
message to the society 
through the tournament. 

He shared that 
such sporting events 
help recovering 
members return to the 
mainstream. He stressed 
upon the importance of 
sports to live a healthy 
and productive life and 
assured that the State 
government will extend 
all possible support to 
such events in the future 
to encourage the younger 
generation.

On the occasion, Mr 
Subba also congratulated 
Sikkim Police for their 
commendable job against 
drug peddling and saving 
the younger generation 
from substance abuse. 
He further urged 
everyone to give their 
contributions to support 
recovering members 
and to free society from 
substance abuse.

The final day of 
the tournament also 
witnessed a friendly 
futsal match between 
Press Club of Sikkim and 
Dirty Angles Motorcycle 
Club, which ended in a 
2-2 draw.

CAEPHT holds training on Nursery Management 
of Cole Crops under Protected Cultivation

summit report
GANGTOK, 20 DEC:

A two-day training on “Nursery 
Management of Cole Crops under 

Protected Cultivation” was organized 
at College of Agricultural Engineering 
and Post Harvest Technology here 

at Ranipool jointly by Dr Deepak 
Jhajaria,  PI,  All  India Coordinated 
Research project on Plastic 
Engineering in Agriculture Structure 
and Environment Management, and 
the faculty of Multi-Technology 
Testing Centre and Vocational Training 

Centre, CAEPHT, Ranipool.
Held on 18 and 19 December, the training 

was attended by 20 farmers from Soureni, 
Assam Lingzey and Marchak, Kalyan Ashram 
along with four RAWE programme students 
of College of Agriculture, Imphal, a press 
release informs. 

Rongli-East in finals of Rongli Premier League

summit report
Rongli, 20 Dec: 

The first semifinal match 
of Rongli Premier League 

was played between South 
Regu FC and Rongli East at 

Melatar Football Ground 
at Rongli.  Rongli East 
won the match and has 
become the first team in 
the finals.

SDPO-Rangpo, Dilip 

Tamang, was present as 
chief guest today and was 
overwhelmed to see the 
level of skill  displayed by 
local players. 

He thanked the organizing 

committee for providing such 
a platform to talented local 
football players and assured 
to extend all possible support 
to Chujachen Sports Academy.

SSB-Gangtok celebrates 57th anniv of the force
Gangtok, 20 Dec 
[PIB]: Sector Gangtok 
of Sashastra Seema Bal 
celebrated the 57th 
anniversary of the force 
today with a glittering 
function at Marchak duly 
following Covid-related 
precautions. 

DIG BK Pal conveyed 
his greetings to all the 
members of the force on 
this occasion. 

Speaking on the 
occasion, the DIG said 
that all are proud that in 
the 57 year journey, SSB 
has been successful in 
creating a strong rapport 
with border people 
and earned a name as a 
friendly force. 

He also spoke about 
SSB’s history since it was 
established in the year 
1963 in the form of special 
service bureau after the 
1962 India-China war 

with the aim of creating 
solidarity among border 
people, spreading national 
unity among them and 
connecting them to the 
mainstream of the nation. 

After the formation of 
the Border Guard Force 
under the Ministry of 
Home Affairs in 2001, it 
has been guarding the 
sensitive Indo-Nepal and 
Indo-Bhutan borders of 
the country, he informed.

DIG Pal recounted 
sacrifices made by SSB 
personnel in various 
trouble-prone areas 
of the nation like 
Jammu & Kashmir and 
LWE affected areas. 
He complemented 
the personnel on 
their operational 
achievements and 
exhorted them to keep 
working with utmost 
devotion and dedication 

towards the nation.
The DIG also 

highlighted the many 
activities being carried 
out by the force 
such as Civic Action, 
Community Welfare 
and Skill Development 
programmes along 
Indo-Nepal and Indo-

Bhutan borders to uplift 
the socio-economic 
condition of the border 
population of Sikkim. 

He further said that 
personnel must sustain 
the tradition of the force 
of winning the hearts and 
minds of the people and 
maintaining high degree 

of devotion towards 
duty with complete 
commitment to the 
assigned goals with its 
motto of “Seva, Suraksha 
and Bandhutva”.

All officers and 
officials of Sector Hqrs 
Gangtok participated in 
the celebrations.



4 SummitTIMES | 21 December 2020 Edits

Culture Matters
…which is why it should be nurtured 
not ‘protected’ into suffocation

Turn to any corner of the world, click to any group on 
social media or tune into any conversation on identity or 

future prospects, and one will definitely be eavesdropping 
on voices of complaint ruing about a culture under threat, a 
way of life nearing extinction. While there are always external 
elements like the influence of globalisation and the pressure 
to homogenise which eat away at the edifice of individual 
cultures, the biggest risk comes from those who refuse to let 
cultures breathe - those who view it as a relic which needs 
to be preserved even at the cost of nurture which would 
keep it organic, relevant and exciting. Nurturing is the more 
difficult enterprise because it requires allowing ‘culture’ to 
adapt, incorporate and grow and that can happen only in an 
environment of proud confidence; an environment which is 
open and indulgent. Unfortunately, we live in times of easy 
paranoia and quick outrage and there are too many who see 
cultures as perfect and view any influence or adaption as a 
blemish. They refuse to accept that culture is not something 
that can be pickled for posterity. Culture, because it is about 
a people, is vibrant, alive and current. It is spontaneous, 
almost instinctive, and not something that can be taught 
or directed. It is imbibed. Since culture forms a part of 
evolution, it is also subject to fresh interpretations, nuances 
and expressions.

Because culture is about people, it cannot survive on 
state patronage alone - that would be relegating it to the 
status of departmental undertaking and a by-the-numbers 
presentations because the state will not risk taking 
responsibility for vibrancy which some sections might 
see as contamination. It also needs to be accepted that if a 
people reject their culture as ripe for extinction, no amount 
of preservation helps. Yet, a culture should not be dismissed 
even before one has understood it. It is important that the 
repository of culture is passed on to the next generation to 
nurture and craft as it feels right. And yes, even discarded if 
it wants to, but only after it has understood and lived it. If 
anything, what the State needs to ensure is adequate defences 
against the snuffing out of a culture due to persecution. In 
olden times, this happened by way of invasions and was an 
automatic result of state formation with the subsuming of 
ethnic identities to suit a nationalistic agenda/ identity. A 
similar snuffing out is at play in the current times as well, 
and even though the pressures might be different, they 
remain real threats to cultures, some of which are on re-
discovery mode. And yet, cultures survive even intentional, 
persistent and state-endorsed onslaught like in the case of 
Tibetans who hold on to a rich and colourful culture and 
tradition in exile even as the same is wiped out at home. 
Closer home, the manner in which the Limboo people kept 
their language and faith alive despite having lost their land, 
should provide for some inspirational models. 

The lesson is simple, when the desire to sustain a way 
of life is strong enough, no assault can deliver a fatal blow. 
Similarly, one needs only look at the cardboard caricatures 
of ‘culture’ choreographed to entertain tourists across the 
country to realise that forced performances rob a culture of 
its soul. Confusing? Well, that is how life is and that is how 
things will be with culture and traditions because they are 
a part of life. There are no easy answers and no checklist of 
things to do... The only hope lies in earnest commitments 
and open minds.

John le Carré’s Archivist: Papers Reveal 
a Painstaking Literary Craftsman

richard ovenden
theconversation.com

In 2006 I wrote a speculative letter 
to David Cornwell (better known 

by his nom de plume, John le Carré) 
containing a polite request that, if 
he hadn’t made other plans, would 
he consider donating his papers 
to the Bodleian Library at Oxford 
University.

The Bodleian holds important 
collections of archives and 
manuscripts (among many other 
things) of politicians, scientists, 
philosophers, and of course writers. 
I felt that his papers should be in 
a British institution – and where 
better than the research library of 
the university where he had been 
an undergraduate (he read modern 
languages at Oxford in the 1950s).

The reply came back very swiftly: 
he had not been asked by any other 
British institution, and had rebuffed 
offers from US libraries with deep 
pockets, adding, “I am delighted 
to be able to do this. Oxford was 
Smiley’s spiritual home, as it is 
mine. And while I have the greatest 
respect for American universities, 
the Bodleian is where I shall most 
happily rest.”

Now the great writer has died, I 
have been reflecting on the legacy 
of his archive and on the friendship 
that exchange initiated. David and 
his wife Jane came to visit a few 
weeks later and I followed this up 
the following spring with a visit to 
their Cornish home, near where 
my family and I often holidayed. 
David treated my family to a cliff-
top game of croquet, while Jane 
and I went to survey the papers 
which were stored in a converted 
barn. They had been very carefully 
boxed, book-by-book, making our 
archival task considerably easier.

The first 85 boxes arrived in 
the Bodleian a little while later 
and we were able to begin the task 
of cataloguing the first tranches of 
papers, which has made it possible 
for students and scholars to access 
these materials, and for us to 
include them in exhibitions and 
seminars.

EVOLUTION OF AN IDEA
The papers are most revealing 

of David’s approach to writing, and 
of his collaboration with Jane. Take 
his classic Tinker Tailor, Soldier, 
Spy for example. The papers show 
how the novel evolved in the 
process of composition from its 
early working title – The Reluctant 

Autumn of George Smiley – to the 
final published text.

There are almost 30 drafts of 
the novel made during the process 
of composition, 1972-4, from the 
first hand-written manuscripts 
through to the final proofs. Each 
of these show an incredible 
intensity of close attention to 
the text: important changes are 
made on each version, the author 
determined to improve the work 
right up to the moment when it 
finally goes off to the printer.

The early drafts show a deep 

process of collaboration with his 
wife, Jane. He would hand the 
manuscript of the first draft over 
to her to be typed up, and the 
typescript would then be worked 
on: attacked with scissors and 
staple-gun, with more layers 
of manuscript additions and 
rewrites in every spare inch of 
white paper. The process would 
be repeated many times through 
the subsequent drafts, often 
creating a document that must 
have been incredibly hard for Jane 
to interpret and lay the newly 
revised text out cleanly and clearly 
on a new sheet of blank paper, 
but their close working made the 
process efficient and effective. Her 
participation in the creation of the 
novels, which was constructively 
editorial, has been too often 
overlooked.

One of the undated, untitled 
drafts is an early version of the 
beginning of chapter two, in which 
George Smiley is introduced to 
the reader as: “small, podgy … 
one of those gentle, reluctant 
worker-bees who throng London’s 

suburban railway system”. The bee 
metaphor was eventually excised 
from the published text, but in this 
draft many of Smiley’s familiar 
characteristics are already present 
and more are added as David 
amends and elaborates his first 
thoughts. A fuller picture of the 
spymaster begins to emerge: “His 
legs were short, his gait anything 
but agile, his dress sober”.

Two slightly later drafts (with 
the bee comparison retained) 
are titled The Reluctant Autumn 
of George Smiley, the second 

version with the subtitle “being 
the first story of THE QUEST FOR 
KARLA”. Only the latest drafts are 
titled Tinker, Tailor, Soldier, Spy 
and begin with a description of 
Thursgood School, where one 
of the key characters in the plot 
has hidden away, rather than an 
introduction to Smiley.

The materiality of these drafts: 
the layers of manuscript over 
typescript, the stapled additions 
of cut-outs from other drafts and 
versions, all combine to show to 
me that David was not just an 
artist, but approached his writing 
as a craft as well. He put a great 
deal of time, energy and care into 
the process of composition – a 
process that was physical as well 
as intellectual.

A PLACE IN THE PANTHEON
I am often asked where I place 

the writers whose archives we 
have in “the western canon” – if 
you like, the “hall of literary fame”. 
Perhaps there is a sense that 
having your papers in the Bodleian 
is a form of “canonisation”, but the 
world of letters is moving away 

from the notion of the canon, and 
more embracing of allowing new 
voices to be heard from around the 
world, increasingly in languages 
other than English.

Now that le Carré will write 
no more, will his novels still be 
read in 50 years time? I am certain 
they will. His work is remarkable 
for sustaining the popular and 
critical acclaim throughout his 
literary lifetime, almost into his 
tenth decade. Students will find his 
work an increasingly fertile field 
for dissertations – and scholars 

are already approaching him as a 
narrator not just of the Cold War, but 
of post-war geopolitics.

The real success of David 
Cornwell’s writing to me is 
that his books are not easy. 
They are brilliantly written, 
painstakingly constructed, and 
have superbly drawn characters 
and thrilling plot lines. But the 
texts are complex and require 
effort on the part of the reader 
to comprehend the intricacies 
and remember small details 
which are often critical to the 
plot.

It is in this complexity that 
le Carré conveys the reality 
of the world. Things are not 
simple when human beings are 
involved. Their contradictions 
and complexities are what 
make our world an intriguing, 
interesting, and infuriating 
place. David Cornwell, as John 
le Carré, described and conveyed it 
like no other writer.

[the writer is Director 
of the Bodleian Libraries, 

University of Oxford]

Not So Fast: Why India’s Plan to Reintroduce 
Cheetahs May Run Into Problems

simon evans
theconversation.com

A nature reserve in India could soon be the only 
location in the world to host wild populations 

of four major big cat species – tiger, lion, leopard 
and cheetah. Kuno-Palpur, in central state of Madhya 
Pradesh, may not be one of India’s best-known 
sanctuaries but it is certainly becoming one of its 
most controversial. In early 2020, the country’s 
supreme court agreed that wildlife authorities there 
could reintroduce the cheetah to India, 70 years after 
its local extinction.

Cheetahs once roamed across much of India and 
the Middle East, but today the entire Asian cheetah 
population is confined to just a few dozen animals in 
remote regions of Iran. The reluctance of the Iranian 
authorities to part with any of these rare creatures 
has led India farther afield in its attempts to secure a 
founder population. Currently, the favoured option is 
African cheetahs available from Namibia, which has 
the world’s largest population.

Kuno-Palpur was identified as the preferred 
location for India’s relocation programme as it has 
large grasslands, ideally suited to the cheetah’s need 
to build up speed without worrying about trees 
or other obstacles. These grasslands were formed, 
in large part, through the removal of villages and 
rewilding of agricultural land to make way for the 
relocation of the Asiatic lion.

The Asiatic lion is itself an endangered species. 
Like the Asian cheetah it was once common right 
across India and the Middle East, but it now only 
survives as a single population of almost 700 in Gir 
Forest, a national park in the state of Gujarat, western 
India. Fears that a single disruption event – such as 
a disease outbreak or poaching epidemic – may be 
sufficient to consign the entire species to extinction, 
prompted the search for a second home for these big 

cats. This search ended in the identification of Kuno-
Palpur, almost 30 years ago.

In 2016 India’s supreme court, citing unacceptable 
delays, ordered the lion relocation process to be 
completed within six months. At the same time, 
the court dismissed a parallel application for the 
reintroduction of cheetahs, reasoning that it would 
be paradoxical to elevate the claims of an exotic 
subspecies (African cheetahs) over those of an 
endemic (Asiatic lions).

Today there are still no lions in Kuno-Palpur, 
although it does retain a stable leopard population. 
This non-compliance has been widely attributed 
to parochial politics, wrapped up in what has been 

described as Gujarati pride. Despite the fact that all 
wildlife is deemed a national resource under the 
Indian constitution, Gujarat appears determined to 
hold on to its state monopoly on the creatures.

Then, in early 2020, the court made an unexpected 
U-turn and gave the green light for cheetah 
reintroduction to begin. Some experts questioned the 
science behind the decision. For example they point 
out that the cheetah is a wide-ranging species, known 
to travel across areas up to 1,000 sq km in a single 
year. Indian parks tend to be much smaller than those 
in Africa, offering less chance for such free movement. 
And, while the habitat is currently suited to cheetahs 
– and lions – some fear that it may ultimately evolve 

into dry, scrubby forest more 
suited to tigers.

There is also credible 
evidence that tigers are already 
dispersing to Kuno-Palpur 
as animals from a reserve in 
neighbouring Rajasthan seek 
to escape territorial over-
crowding. This suggests there is 
a functioning wildlife corridor 
between the two reserves, 
a stated priority for Indian 
conservation.

This is not a simple issue to 
resolve. As the supreme court 
is increasingly called upon to 
adjudicate between the various 
factions, so these conundrums 
are likely to intensify in the 
future. There is no science 
available currently to suggest 
that cheetahs, lions, tigers and 
leopards can coexist comfortably 
in the same habitat. It has never 

occurred anywhere else before, so there is no real-life 
experience to draw upon.

In my research for a forthcoming book on tigers 
I found India’s wildlife is becoming increasingly 
commercialised and much of what we accept as 
rational conservation can just as easily be viewed 
through an economic lens – one that reflects the 
benefits of tourism. On the surface, the cheetah 
scheme feels more like a vanity project than a 
conservation imperative; no doubt a boon for wildlife 
tourism but maybe also a presenting a threat of intra-
species and human-wildlife conflict.

[the writer is Principal Lecturer in 
Ecotourism, Anglia Ruskin University]



5SummitTIMES |  21 December 2020NeighbourhoodWATCH

Manipur cop returns bravery medal 
after drug accused acquitted 

Imphal, 20 Dec [PTI]: 
manipur Assistant 
Superintendent of Police 
(ASP) Thounaojam 
Brinda on Friday 
returned her Chief 
Minister’s Gallantry 
Medal, she received for a 
drugs probe, in which the 
former Bharatiya Janata 
Party ADC chairman 
and six others, were 
implicated.
She also wrote to Chief 
Minister N Biren Singh 
in Imphal, stating the 
reason to be a court 
observation which 
citing the drugs probe 
to be “unsatisfactory”, 
acquitted them of all 
charges.

She was conferred 
the Chief Minister’s 

Police Medal for 
Gallantry on the occasion 
of Patriots’ Day, August 
13, 2018, as part of the 
state government’s “War 
against Drugs”.

The police officer 
returned the medal with 
“utter regard for the 
state department” and 
following “the decision 
reached by the Hon’ble 
ND&PS Court, Lamphel, 
which acquitted former 
Bharatiya Janata 
Party ADC Chairman 
Lhukhosei Zou and 
six other individuals, 
implicated in the case 
where a huge amount 
of drugs were seized.” 
Ms Brinda said as 
the investigation and 
prosecution have been 

deemed unsatisfactory 
by the ND&PS Court, she 
was returning her medal.

“I feel morally 
inclined that I have not 
conducted my duty as 
“per the wishes” of the 

Criminal Justice Delivery 
System of the land. Hence, 
for the reason cited 
above, I do not consider 
myself deserving of the 
honour bestowed upon 
me by your good self. 

I, therefore, return the 
same to the state Home 
Department so that 
it may be given to a 
more deserving and 
loyal police officer,” the 
letter read.

18 new cases take Arunachal’s COVID-19 tally to 16,629
Itanagar, Dec 20 
(PTI): At least 18 more 
people, including two 
army personnel, tested 
positive for COVID-19 
in Arunachal Pradesh, 
pushing the tally in 
the northeastern state 
to 16,629, a health 
department official said 
on Sunday.

Of the fresh cases, 
seven were reported 
from the Capital Complex 
region, six from Tawang, 
three from West Kameng 
and one each from 
Papumpare and Lepa 
Rada districts, State 
Surveillance Officer 
(SSO) Dr Lobsang Jampa 
said.

Sixteen new cases 
were detected through 
rapid antigen tests and 
two through TrueNat 
method, he said.

Barring four, all 
the new patients were 
asymptomatic, he said.

Eleven people were 
cured of the disease 
on Saturday, taking 
the total number of 
recoveries in the state 
to 16,333, he said.

The recovery rate 
among coronavirus 
patients in the state 
currently stands at 
98.21 per cent, Jampa 
said.

Arunachal Pradesh 
now has 241 active 

cases, and 55 patients 
have succumbed to the 
infection so far.

The fatality ratio is at 
0.33 per cent, the official 
said.

The Capital Complex 
region, comprising 

Itanagar, Naharlagun, 
Nirjuli and 
Banderdewa areas , 
has  the highest 
number of  act ive 
cases  at  90,  fol lowed 
by Tawang (29) ,  East 
Siang (25) and West 

Kameng (22).
The state has so 

far tested 3,72,458 
samples for COVID-19, 
including 522 on 
Saturday, and the 
positivity rate is at 1.79 
per cent, he added.

China appoints new military commander amid standoff in Ladakh: Report

Nepal Parliament dissolved 
aid ruling party feud

Beijing, 20 Dec [PTI]: 
Chinese President Xi 
Jinping has appointed 
a new General as the 
Commander of the 
People’s Liberation 
Army’s Western Theatre 
Command which 
oversees the China-
India border, amidst 
the military standoff in 
eastern Ladakh.

President Xi, who 
heads the Central Military 
Commission (CMC), the 
overall high-command 
of the two million-strong 
People’s Liberation 
Army (PLA), appointed 
Gen. Zhang Xudong 
as the Commander of 
the Western Theatre 
Command, according to 
the Chinese media.

Xi has promoted four 
senior Chinese military 
and armed police officers. 
Among them was Gen. 
Zhang, Commander of 
the Western Theatre 
Command of the PLA, 
state-run Xinhua news 
agency reported on Friday.

The other officers 
who were promoted 

include Guo Puxiao, 
Political Commissar of 
the Logistic Support 
Department of the 
CMC; Li Wei, Political 
Commissar of the PLA 
Strategic Support Force 
and Wang Chunning, 
Commander.

The new 
appointments at the 
top of the PLA Western 
Command comes in the 
midst of the standoff 
between the Chinese and 
Indian military in eastern 
Ladakh since May.

Not much is known 
about Gen. Zhang, 
especially his association 
with Western Theatre 
Command, as he 
reportedly served 
mostly in other theatre 
commands of the PLA.

He succeeds 65-year-
old Gen. Zhao Zongqi 
who headed the Western 
Theatre Command 
during the 2017 Doklam 
standoff where the 
Indian Army stood up 
against the PLA’’s plan of 
laying a road close to the 
Indian border in an area 

claimed by Bhutan.
The Ladakh standoff also 

happened under the watch 
of Gen Zhao. It began in 
May after China dispatched 
thousands of troops which 
were mobilised for military 
exercises to eastern Ladakh 
borders, sparking a new 
round of tensions with India.

India and China 
have held several 
rounds of talks at 
the diplomatic and 
military-level to 

resolve the prolonged 
standoff.

At the latest round 
of foreign ministry-level 
talks on December 18, the 
two sides said that they 
have agreed to continue 
work towards ensuring 
complete disengagement 
of troops in all friction 
points along the LAC. The 
meeting also decided to 
hold the next round of 
military dialogue at an 
early date.

New Delhi, 20 Dec 
[NDTV]: Nepal President 
Bidya Devi Bhandari 
today dissolved the 
country’s parliament 
on the recommendation 
of Prime Minister KP 
Sharma Oli following a 
political stalemate over 
an executive order issued 
last week. The decision 
to seek the disbandment 
of the House of 
Representatives was 
taken at an emergency 
meeting of the Cabinet 
this morning.

Nepal’s House 
of Representatives, 
elected in 2017, has 
275 members. The next 
general election in the 
Himalayan country was 
due in 2022. President 
Bhandari today 
announced that the 
national polls will now 
be held between April 
30 and May 10 of 2021, 
ANI reported citing 
a statement from the 
President’s office.

“PM Oli was under 
pressure to withdraw 
an ordinance related 
to the Constitutional 
Council Act that he 
had issued on Tuesday 
and got endorsed by 
President Bidya Devi 
Bhandari the same day,” 
The Kathmandu Post 
newspaper reported 
today. It also said 
that today’s Cabinet 
meeting was expected 
to recommend the 
replacement of the 

ordinance.
Following the 

Prime Minister’s 
recommendation to 
dissolve the House, and 
President Bhandar’s nod 
for the same, seven of his 
minister resigned from 
the Cabinet on Sunday, 
ANI reported.

The ordinance to 
amend the Constitutional 
Council Act was 
introduced on December 
15, and allegedly 
undermined the 
principle of checks and 
balances. It allowed the 
Constitutional Council 
to convene a meeting if a 
majority of its members 
attend it. PM Oli then 
held such a meeting on 
December 15 evening 
itself, according to The 
Kathmandu Post.

The Constitutional 
Council is headed by 
the prime minister and 
includes the chief justice, 
speaker, chairperson of 
the National Assembly, 
leader of the opposition, 
and the deputy speaker 
as its members. It 
recommends key 
appointment to various 
constitutional bodies.

Meanwhile, the 
Prime Minister’s Nepal 
Communist Party today 
said he had lost majority 
support, according to 
a Reuters report. “The 
prime minister has 
lost the majority in the 
parliamentary party, 
central committee and 

the secretariat of the 
party,” said Bishnu Rijal, 
a Central Committee 
member of the NPC, the 
report said.

PM Oli, whose 
handling of the 
coronavirus crisis has 
been criticised as the 
economy takes a beating, 
had come under pressure 
to either leave the 
premiership or the reins 
of the party, Reuters 
reported.

There is, meanwhile, 
a difference of opinion 
over the legality 
of dissolving the 
parliament since there is 
no such provision in the 
constitution and could 
be challenged in court, 
according to ANI.

“ T h e 
recommendation of 
dissolution of the 
parliament is against 
the constitution and it 
should be immediately 
withdrawn,” senior 
Nepal Communist Party 
leader Madhav Kumar 
Nepal said, according to 
MyRepublica.

PM Oli’s move also 
comes amid a tussle 
for power with former 
Prime Minister Pushpa 
Kamal Dahal, known as 
Prachanda.

Both Mr Prachanda 
and Madhav Nepal are 
likely to protest PM Oli’s 
recommendation to 
dissolve parliament and 
even move the Supreme 
court, ANI reported.

Nagaland CM, Opposition leader 
call for early solution to Naga issue

Kohima, 20 Dec 
[PTI]: Nagaland Chief 
Minister Neiphiu 
Rio and opposition 
leader TR Zeliang have 
jointly appealed to the 
Centre and various 
organisations for an 
early solution to the 
Naga political issue.

They appreciated 
the positive approach of 
the Centre to expedite 
the ongoing peace talks.

The two leaders 
said they have issued 
the joint statement for 
peace and unity.

They urged the 

Centre and the 
Naga organisations 
participating in the 
peace talks to “arrive at 
an early solution”, which 
will bring prosperity 
to the people of the 
region, according to the 
statement issued on 
Friday.

The joint statement 
was given after the two 
leaders had met Union 
Home Minister Amit 
Shah in Delhi on October 
20. Mr Rio had recently 
said his government 
is committed to play 
the role of an “active 

facilitator” between 
the Centre and the 
negotiating parties.

According to him, the 
solution to the political 
imbroglio should be 
honourable, inclusive 
and acceptable to the 
Nagas.

The state 
government had 
convened a consultative 
meeting with 
representatives of 
all the civil society 
o r g a n i s a t i o n s , 
political parties, ex-
parliamentarians and 
public leaders.

The opposition 
NPF acknowledged the 
content and spirit of 
the resolutions adopted 
during the October 15 
consultative meeting 
and is “committed to 
actively support all 
initiatives towards 
resolution of the 
Naga issue”, the joint 
statement said.

The state government 
also appreciated the 
NPF party resolution, 
adopted in a meeting 
under the banner of the 
Political Affairs Mission, 
on September 14.

Only 25% of Lalu Yadav’s kidneys 
functioning, Tejashwi Yadav informs

Ranchi, 20 Dec [PTI]: 
Leader of the Opposition 
in Bihar Tejashwi Yadav 
met his father and 
Rashtriya Janata Dal 
(RJD) supremo Lalu 
Prasad Yadav in Ranchi 
on Saturday.

Talking to reporters 
at the Rajendra Institute 
of Medical Sciences 
(RIMS), he said, “You all 
know that only 25 per 
cent of Lalu ji’s kidneys 
are functioning. I have 
not met him for the last 
4-5 months. We have 
come to meet Lalu ji 
today for the first time 

after the Bihar elections.”
It was Mr Tejashwi’s 

first visit after the results 
of the Bihar Assembly 
elections where the 
M a h a g a t h b a n d h a n 
fell short to attain the 
majority figure and 
ultimately the National 
Democratic Alliance 
returned to power.

“We need to take 
precautions and are 
talking not only to 
doctors at RIMS but 
some renowned doctors 
of Delhi and our family 
doctors. We have 
requested them to see 

Lalu Ji once because it 
becomes serious when 
kidney functioning is 
reduced to 25 per cent,” 
he added.

A few days back the 
physician under whom 
Lalu Yadav was getting 
medical treatment 
confirmed that his kidney 
functioning is reduced to 
25 per cent which may 
lead to any emergency 
situation anytime.

Meanwhile, he hit 
out at the Nitish Kumar 
government and said, 
“Kidnappings are taking place 
in broad daylight in Bihar.
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Zlatan Ibrahimovic, the lion of Milan: ‘He’s 90% of that team’
bart vlietstra
London, 20 Dec [theGuardian]: 
Sometimes Mino Raiola will walk 
over his client Zlatan Ibrahimovic. 
“While he’s doing a workout I just 
stand on him for a moment,” says 
the player’s agent, “and I’m not 
the lightest person. But Zlatan just 
continues with his push-ups.”

The Sweden striker is now 39 
and for the vast majority of players 
who have played at the very top of 
the game over a long career retiring 
from a rigid training regime would 
be long overdue at such an age. But 
Ibrahimovic is playing at Milan this 
season as if he had just entered the 
spring of his career.

According to Raiola, 
Ibrahimovic is far from finished. “I 
won’t let him stop playing until he 
has to get carried off the pitch on a 
stretcher. He can continue until his 
50th, but he only wants to play at 
the highest level,” says the agent. 
“You can see he can continue for 
the time being. He resuscitated all 
of Milan, he’s 90% of that team.”

Going into the weekend 
fixtures Milan are top of Serie A, 
one point ahead of the city rivals, 
Internazionale. Ibrahimovic has 
played 29 games since his return 
to San Siro in January. La Gazzetta 
dello Sport splashed him on its 
front page in royal costume. He 
was player of the month in October, 
when he struggled with Covid-19.

Shortly afterwards, a video 
appeared with Ibrahimovic 
warning the Lombardy region of 
the virus in his own way: “Corona 
challenged me but I won. But 
remember: you are not Zlatan, be 
careful.”

A year ago he was playing at 
LA Galaxy following a stint with 
Manchester United. The MLS is 
often regarded as the final hurrah 
for a top player. Yet he scored 52 
goals in 56 appearances in the 
United States. And since his return 
to Milan for a second spell, he has 
revitalised the club. He has scored 
20 goals in 24 games, including 
two critical goals in October’s 
Milan derby. He should be back 
from injury on Sunday when Milan 

take on Sassuolo.
In a sense, the veteran has 

become Milan’s figurehead. 
Udinese’s Dutch defender Bram 
Nuytinck is in awe of his impact. 
“Milan is Zlatan,” he says, echoing 
Raiola’s bold claim. “The squad 
has been incomparable since 
he returned. There is just really 
something special in the side now; 
a piece of power, quality, technique 
and appearance.

“He still picks up balls from two 
meters high with his foot from the 
air like it’s nothing.”

Nuytinck says of Udinese’s 
match last month: “It was just as 
difficult to play against him as the 
times I played against him before 
[in 2013 and 2017]. Normally you 
force yourself to win man-on-man 
duels. You don’t have to do it with 
him, he just uses your body to win 
the ball.”

Nuytinck was missing against 
Milan because of an injury when 
Ibrahimovic scored an acrobatic 
late winner. Without fans in the 
stadium, it was possible for the 
defender to hear Ibrahimovic 
urging his teammates: “Don’t 
play that ball back, I need it here,” 
Nuytinck says: “All the players 
listen to him. He enforces that by 
winning so much, still being so 
motivated and still having such an 
impressive physique.”

Jörgen Becke, Ibrahimovic’s 
fitness coach at his first club, 
Malmö, believed that the then 
18-year-old “extremely lazy” 
Zlatan could deliver more power 
than the rest of his teammates and 
that his impressive trunk and side 
muscles were already on par with 
some of the best sprinters and high 
jumpers in Sweden at that time.

Over the years, Ibrahimovic 
became addicted to training. “I 
love to suffer through my training,” 
he told the Swedish newspaper 
Dagens Nyheter in 2015. “It has to 
be hard, preferably every day. It’s 
like driving a fast car. It doesn’t 
want to drive slow, it wants to go 
fast. That pressure comes from me 
and no one else. As soon as I don’t 
achieve what I want to achieve, I 

get disappointed. Everything I do 
has to be perfect.”

Raiola says: “He knows his 
body very well, has only become 
more extreme in that department. 
It is almost exact science the way 
he lives for his sport. He can work 
with any fitness coach, but is above 
all his own personal trainer.”

And those of others, too. Raiola 
recalls when he had agreed with a 
teammate to take a helicopter tour. 
“They were due to fly at 11 in the 
morning, had played a game the 
night before. So that teammate 
says: ‘OK then, I’ll be with you at 
half past 10.’ ‘No,’ said Zlatan, ‘you’ll 
be there at half past eight.’ ‘What 
do you mean?’ the teammate said. 
‘Well,’ said Zlatan, ‘we’re going to 
train for two hours first.’”

Such commitment influences 
his much younger teammates, 
believes Ruud Gullit. “The others 
don’t want to be left behind when 
he’s ahead,” he says. “That is why 
his arrival has been so important 
to Milan.

“I was raised as a young 
player by Martin Haar at Haarlem, 
by Cruyff and Van Hanegem at 
Feyenoord. You don’t have that 
kind of leader on the field any 
more. But they are so important.”

In the US, Ibrahimovic missed 

“the intrinsic discipline”, Raiola 
says. “Those years were a pity, 
really. He wanted to live in LA 
with his family, but had difficulties 
there. They didn’t want to win 
there as much as he did. Even if he 
plays a computer game, Zlatan has 
to win.”

Gullit, a former LA Galaxy 
coach, says: “It’s hard to build 
a good team in that league. A 
number of players can earn more 
but the rest must remain below a 
salary ceiling. That gives you big 
differences in quality.”

Pele van Anholt had just left LA 
Galaxy when Ibrahimovic, on his 
arrival, took out an advertisement 
in the LA Times congratulating the 
city. “Dear Los Angeles,” it read, 
“you’re welcome.”

Van Anholt believes such 
an attitude did not go down 
well with all his fellow players: 
“What I understood from former 
teammates was that they had 
trouble with the stamp he 
was trying to put on everyone, 
including off the field. That was 
suffocating. In America people are 
very careful with their dealings, 
Zlatan is straightforward.”Anyone 
who opens up finds an ally for 
life. Mark van Bommel clashed 
regularly with Ibrahimovic 

during games. At half-time in a 
game between Sweden and the 
Netherlands, Ibrahimovic kicked 
a ball at the Dutchman and told 
him to be careful. When they 
became teammates at Milan, 
Ibrahimovic helped the equally 
fiery Dutchman to settle in. 
They became such good friends 
that Zlatan attended Van 
Bommel’s farewell game and 
the Dutchman called his dog, 
a burly Rhodesian ridgeback, 
Ibra.

Ibrahimovic has struck up a 
close connection with the young 
Alkmaar striker Myron Boadu, 
another of Raiola’s clients. 
“When they were in America for 
knee surgery, Myron saw Zlatan 
doing abdominal exercises already 
the day after his surgery,” says 
Raiola.

Boadu says Ibrahimovic 
treated him like a friend and Raiola 
adds: “Zlatan is like a fruit bowl but 
you have to get the fruit yourself.” 
What he means is that Zlatan has 
a lot of advice and knowledge to 
offer but you have to be open to 
it: the fruit is there, but it doesn’t 
walk up to you by itself. You have 
to go and get it.

Zlatan’s public statements 
are certainly not short on self-

confidence. In 2020 he compared 
himself on social media with a 
shark (once), a lion (five times) 
and God (10 times, once calling 
himself half devil, half God). But 
such displays of bravado do not 
reveal the true Ibrahimovic, Raiola 
says. “There is a wink in everything 
he does. And there is a serious 
undertone to all winks.

“He challenges himself 
with those statements. He is 
unimaginably self-critical. Failure 
does not suit him, it will drive him 
crazy. He doesn’t want to play well 
once, he has to play well all the 
time. And not only him, the whole 
team has to. And he succeeds.

“Where was Paris Saint-
Germain before he came? Where 
was Milan? He sets the standard 
those clubs will benefit from for 
years to come. Also because of the 
way he deals with adversity. He 
always finds the strength to keep 
going.”

A striking example was the 
recent game aAgainst Verona 
last month, he missed a penalty 
but made amends by scoring the 
equaliser in injury time. “After that 
goal,” Nuytinck says, “his head was 
full of disappointment because 
of that missed penalty kick. You 
think: ‘He’s 39 years old, won more 
than 30 trophies, has plenty of 
money but still so down over that 
miss …’”

Gullit also sees another side 
of Ibrahimovic. “He’s not arrogant 
at all, simply a very nice, friendly 
guy to deal with, but on the pitch 
he’s a phenomenon, a beast. I 
understand he wants to continue 
playing football. It is the best thing 
there is when you are still fit. 
Stress? No, Zlatan has no stress. He 
only gets better.”

Raiola believes Ibrahimovic 
still has much to offer the game, 
let alone a Milan side who are 
seeking to maintain their status as 
Serie A frontrunners. “He still has 
the strength, but because of his 
acquired reputation, he also has 
the power to pass something on to 
the next generation. That’s why he 
has to go on as long as possible.’

Barca held by Valencia as Messi matches Pele goal haul
BARCELONA, 20 Dec 
(Reuters): Lionel Messi 
equalled Pele’s record 
of 643 goals for a single 
club on Saturday but was 
unable to help Barcelona 
beat Valencia in La Liga 
as they had to settle for a 
2-2 home draw.

Valencia went ahead 
at the Camp Nou when 
Mouctar Diakhaby 
pounced on some slack 
Barca defending to head 
home in the 29th minute.

Barca earned a 
penalty towards the end 
of the first half when 
Jose Gaya lightly pushed 
Antoine Griezmann in 
the back and was initially 
shown a red card which 
was then reduced to a 
yellow after the referee 
consulted the pitchside 
monitor.

Messi saw his penalty 
saved by Valencia keeper 
Jaume Domenech but 
Jordi Alba kept the ball 
alive and his deflected 
cross fell towards the 
Argentine, who dived 
to head the ball across 
the line and score the 
milestone goal.

Defender Ronald 
Araujo gave Barca the 

lead early in the second 
half with an acrobatic 
strike from inside the 
area but Valencia hit back 
in the 69th when Maxi 
Gomez turned in a cross 
from Gaya, denying the 
Catalans a third straight 
league win.

The draw left Barca 
fifth in the standings on 
21 points after 13 games, 
eight behind leaders 
Atletico Madrid and 
having played one game 
more.

“We’re feeling bitter 
because we really wanted 
the three points, it’s a real 
shame they equalised,” 
said goalscorer Araujo.

“We made some 

mistakes in defence 
which we cannot afford 
to make and it’s very 
frustrating because we 
had lots of chances but 
the ball wouldn’t go in.”

The Catalans had 
enjoyed an impressive 
2-1 win over Real 
Sociedad in mid-week 
but failed to build on the 
momentum and are still 
waiting to record three 
consecutive victories this 
season.

Like Barca, Valencia 
are experiencing a 
season of upheaval and 
poor results but once 
again they produced an 
outstanding, disciplined 
display, as they did in 

their 4-1 win over Real 
Madrid and their victory 
over high-flying Real 
Sociedad.

Barca’s Martin 
Braithwaite should 
have increased their 
lead in the second 
half but saw his shot 
blocked by Domenech 
just as it was about 
to cross the line, while 
the keeper also kept 
out a long-range strike 
from defender Oscar 
Mingueza.

Messi went close from 
a free kick while Philippe 
Coutinho also could have 
snatched a winner but 
flashed his shot just wide 
of the far post.

Canelo Álvarez beats down Callum Smith 
to win super middleweight titles

San Antonio, 20 Dec 
[theGuardian]: Canelo 
Álvarez unanimously 
outpointed previously 
undefeated Callum Smith 
to win the WBA and Ring 
s u p e r - m i d d l e we i g h t 
championships and 
vacant WBC super-
middleweight title 
Saturday night at the 
Alamodome.

Álvarez (54-1-2, 36 
KOs) dominated his only 
bout this year, repeatedly 
hitting Smith (27-1, 19 
KOs) with straight rights 
and right hooks to the 
head over 12 rounds.

Two judges scored 
the bout 119-109 and the 
third had it 117-111.

At 5ft 8in, Álvarez was 
the aggressor against the 
6-foot-3 Smith. Álvarez 
previously knocked out 
Callum’s older brother, 
Liam, on 17 September 
2016, at AT&T Stadium 
in Arlington. Many 
speculated Callum 
wanted revenge for the 
ninth-round knockout, 
but Álvarez dominated 
the younger Smith as 
well.

Speaking after the 
fight, Álvarez told DAZN: 
“My respects for Callum 
Smith, but as everyone 
labels me I’m the best 
in the world and it’s for 
something. This is one 
of the best nights for me, 
I have conquered the 
unified titles. One of the 
greatest nights I’ve had 
and I will go for more.”

In a message for 
Gennady Golovkin, who 
he beat in 2018, he said: 
“My short-term goal is 
to unify all titles at 168 
pounds. Whoever’s there, 

let’s go get them.”
Smith said: “I’m 

devastated. Listen, I 
never wanted to lose, 
I came here to win. It 
wasn’t my night. I don’t 
feel as dominant at 168 
as I used to be. It could 
have been a better 
version of me tonight ... 
he performed and was 
the better man.”

Álvarez and Smith 
were fighting for the 
first time this year due to 
the restrictions brought 
on by the Covid-19 
pandemic and the ring 
rust was evident in the 
first five rounds. It took 
nearly a minute before 
the first punch of the 
bout was thrown, a 
lunging right by Álvarez. 
Punches were sparse and 
the exchanges were brief 
in the opening round as 
both fighters shadowed 
each other.

Álvarez pressed the 
action in the opening 
seconds of the second 
round, forcing Smith 
to respond with rights 
to the head to keep 
Álvarez from continually 
stepping forward.

Smith jabbed with 
his left hand more in the 
third round, occasionally 
attempting a right 
uppercut that continually 

failed to land.
Álvarez landed a 

series of straight rights 
and right hooks to the 
head early in the fourth 
round that seemed to 
faze Smith. Álvarez 
had his most effective 
combination, landing a 
left hook to the side of 
the head, a straight right 
to the nose and another 
left hook that delighted 
the heavily partisan 
crowd.

Álvarez continued to 
effectively lunge and dig 
a right hand to the face 
between Smith’s gloves 
in the fifth round. Smith 
followed up a lunging 
blow to the stomach to 
set up a right hook that 
seemed to shake Álvarez. 
Smith landed a second 
right hook following that 
exchange.

After a rather 
uneventful sixth round, 
Álvarez landed a hard 
right uppercut that 
snapped Smith’s head 
back. Álvarez attempted 
to follow with another 
uppercut, but Smith 
sidestepped the attempt 
and missed an uppercut 
of his own.

Álvarez landed 60% 
of his power punches 
through seven rounds 
compared to just 20% by 

Smith.
Álvarez stuffed 

another hard right 
uppercut into Smith with 
about a minute left in the 
eighth round.

Smith fell back against 
the ropes following a 
heavy right hook to the 
head with about one and 
a half minutes left in the 
ninth round.

Álvarez continued 
to pound Smith to the 
head in the final rounds, 
turning Smith’s face 
bright red from the 
repeated blows.

Following the 
victory, Álvarez said he 
would welcome a third 
bout against Gennady 
Golovkin. The two boxers 
fought to a draw in their 
initial encounter and 
Álvarez won the second 
bout.

Marc Castro won 
his pro debut on the 
undercard, securing a 
third-round knockout 
against Luis Javier 
Valdes (7-6-1) with a 
flurry of punches to the 
head and body. Castro, 
who won consecutive 
youth and junior world 
championships as 
an amateur, had two 
previously scheduled 
bouts canceled due to the 
Covid-19 pandemic.

Cricket fans, media mourn ‘Great Indian Batting Collapse’ in Adelaide
NEW DELHI, 20 Dec 
(Reuters): A cricket-
mad India reacted with 
shock and disbelief 
on Sunday after Virat 
Kohli’s men registered 
the country’s lowest 
test innings score in 
the opening day-night 
contest against Australia 
in Adelaide.

More than the eight-
wicket defeat inside 
three days, it was the 
spectacular meltdown of 
India’s vaunted batting 
lineup in the second 

innings which dominated 
discussion in India.

A photo of Kohli 
with lowered head was 
printed on the front page 
of the Times of India 
newspaper, along with 
the 10 single-digit scores 
recorded by the Indian 
batsmen who were 
dismissed for 36.

“No this is not a phone 
number. It’s the score 
of the Indian line-up (in 
order of dismissal) in the 
2nd innings at Adelaide,” 
the newspaper said.

Former test opener 
Virender Sehwag also 
listed the single-digit 
scores and suggested a 
cheeky way to banish the 
memory of this debacle.

“The OTP to forget this is 
49204084041,” he tweeted.

The Indian Express 
printed the photo of the 
manual scoreboard at the 
Adelaide Oval on its front 
page reflecting India’s 
batting capitulation in 
the day-night test.

The daily called it a 
“Day & Nightmare Test” 

and devoted an entire 
page to mourn “The Great 
Indian Batting Collapse.”

Fans on social media 
wondered how the India 
team, sponsored by a 
learning app, could fail a test.

Some former players 
were more sympathetic 
though.

“With the way India 
batted & bowled in the 
1st innings, they were in 
the driver’s seat, but the 
Aussies came back really 
hard...” tweeted batting 
great Sachin Tendulkar.
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Thais vote in first local 
elections since 2014 coup

Bangkok, 20 Dec 
[alJazeera]: Voters 
in Thailand are 
casting their ballots in 
provincial elections, 
marking the first test 
of democracy since a 
general election last year 
that drew accusations of 
manipulation and helped 
spawn months of youth 
protests.

Polls closed at 5pm 
(10:00 GMT), with 
results expected from the 
evening.

Sunday’s elections in 
Thailand’s 76 provinces 
outside the capital 
Bangkok are the first 
since Prime Minister 
Prayuth Chan-ocha, who 
kept power after last 
year’s ballot, overthrew 
an elected government in 
a military coup.

“It’s my duty to 
vote,” said 27-year-old 
bank worker Korkiet 
Akaraparn, voting in his 
first provincial election 
in Nonthaburi, on the 
outskirts of Bangkok. 
“I hope that there will 
be new people from 
this election who bring 
change,” he told Reuters 
news agency.

Polling officials 
reported a steady turnout 
despite Thailand’s 
biggest daily surge 
in coronavirus cases 
on Saturday in Samut 

Sakhon, a province 
neighbouring Bangkok.

Among the parties 
putting up candidates 
is the Progressive 
Movement, which has 
its roots in the now-
banned Future Forward 
Party of Thanathorn 
Juangroongruangkit.

Thanathorn had 
emerged as the most 
vocal challenger to 
Prayuth. When he and his 
party were banned from 
politics, it prompted 
protests demanding 
Prayuth’s removal, a 
new constitution and 
reforms to the powerful 
monarchy.

Prayuth rejects 
accusations that he 
engineered the general 
election to keep 
power. Although the 
party backing him in 
Parliament is not formally 
putting up candidates in 
the provincial elections, 
contestants in races 
across the country are 
making clear their loyalty 
to his camp.

The Bangkok Post, in 
an editorial on Sunday, 
urged young voters to 
participate in Sunday’s 
vote.

The newspaper said 
many analysts anticipate 
a low turnout in that 
demographic, because 
young voters, “while 

grasping the general 
notion of democracy” still 
“struggle to understand” 
what provincial 
administrators are 
supposed to do.

“A recent global 
studies highlight time 
and again, Thailand is 
one of the most unequal 
societies in the world 
with one recent Credit 
Suisse report finding 
the richest 1 percent in 
Thailand now controls 
almost 67 percent of the 
country’s wealth,” the 
editorial said. “A renewed 

focus on Bangkok and 
Bangkok-based national 
politics is unlikely to 
lessen that margin and 
that is why the local 
elections today will 
hopefully draw a large 
turnout.”

Young voters who are 
“enthusiastic in breaking 
the old tradition”, the 
Bangkok Post said, 
should “turn out in force 
at polling stations, and 
make a crucial decision 
to bring change to local 
politics, the foundation 
of the political system.”

In Thailand, provincial 
administrations are 
responsible for the 
provision of local services 
and development plans 
and run their own 
budgets. The Progressive 
Movement seeks to 
devolve more power to 
provinces from Bangkok, 
which is not holding its 
own local election yet.

The elections 
are also a test for 
the Pheu Thai Party 
linked to populist 
former Prime Minister 
Thaksin Shinawatra. In 

opposition, it remains 
the largest party in 
Thailand’s parliament.

Thaksin, who rarely 
comments in public from 
self-exile since being 
overthrown in 2006, has 
shared posts on Twitter 
encouraging people to 
support the party ahead 
of provincial elections, in 
which powerful families 
traditionally hold local 
sway.

“I voted for candidates 
who are relatives of 
the former chief,” said 
Charoen Buaperm, 60.

Kabul bomb attack kills women, children; lawmaker wounded
Kabul, 20 Dec 
[alJazeera]: A car 
bomb in the Afghan 
capital Kabul has killed 
at least nine people and 
wounded more than 15, 
including a member of 
parliament.
The death toll from 
Sunday’s attack could 
rise, interior ministry 
spokesman Tariq Arian 
said, adding that the 
dead included women, 
children and the elderly.
“The terrorists have 
carried out a terrorist 
attack in Kabul city,” he 
said.

The attack happened 
while the convoy 
of lawmaker Khan 
Mohammad Wardak 
was passing through 
an intersection in 
Kabul’s Khoshal Khan 
neighbourhood. The blast 
set afire surrounding 
civilian vehicles, as well 
as damaging nearby 
buildings and shops.

A security source 
said a car bomb had 
detonated.

“It was a powerful 
explosion that has caused 
a lot of damage to houses 
in the vicinity,” the source 
said.

Television footage 
showed at least two cars 
on fire, with billowing 
plumes of thick black 
smoke. No group has 
claimed responsibility 
for the incident so far.

Afghanistan has seen 
a sharp rise in violence, 
particularly bombings, 
in recent weeks as the 
Afghan government and 
Taliban hold talks to find 
an end to the country’s 
almost 20-year-long war.

Separate bombings 
were also reported 
on Sunday in the 
provinces of Logar, 
Nangarhar, Helmand and 
Badakhshan, in which a 
number of civilians and 
security forces members 
were killed and injured.

On Friday, a suspected 
rickshaw bomb blast 
killed at least 15 civilians, 
including 11 children, in 
central Ghazni province.

The Afghan interior 
ministry in a statement 
said that the Taliban had 
killed 487 civilians and 
injured 1,049 others by 
carrying out 35 suicide 
attacks and 507 blasts in 
across the country over 

the past three months.
The ISIL (ISIS) 

armed group has 
claimed responsibility 
for multiple attacks 
in Kabul in recent 
months, including 
on educational 

institutions, that 
killed 50 people, mostly 
students.

ISIL also claimed 
responsibility for rocket 
attacks on the main US 
base in Afghanistan on 
Saturday. There were no 

casualties in that assault, 
according to NATO and 
provincial officials.

A NATO official 
confirmed the attack 
and said initial reports 
indicated that the airfield 
was not damaged.

Lebanese students 
protest tuition hikes, 
clash with riot police

Beirut, 20 Dec 
[alJazeera]: Lebanese 
riot police on Saturday 
scuffled with student 
protesters angered by 
a decision from top 
universities to adopt 
a new dollar exchange 
rate to price tuition – 
equivalent to a major fee 
hike.

Near the entrance of 
the American University 
of Beirut (AUB) in the 
city’s Hamra district, 
security forces fired 
tear gas to disperse 
protesters who tried to 
approach the main gate.

Students responded 
by throwing water 
bottles and other objects 
at riot police blocking 
their path.

It was not 
immediately clear if 
there were any injuries.

The protest came in 
response to a decision 
by AUB and the Lebanese 
American University 
(LAU), another top 
private institution, to 
price tuition based on an 
exchange rate of 3,900 
Lebanese pounds to the 
dollar.

The nosediving 
currency is still officially 
pegged to Lebanon’s 
23-year-old official 
rate of 1,500 Lebanese 
pounds per dollar.

The move has 
prompted fears that other 
universities could follow 
suit, potentially leading 
to an exodus of students 
from private schools 
while public universities 
remain underfunded and 
overstretched.

At the rally in Hamra, 
dubbed a “student day 
of rage”, hundreds of 
students were joined 
by older protesters who 
wanted to show their 
support for the students’ 
demands, according to 
local media reports.

They chanted anti-

government slogans 
and called for affordable 
education in a country 
mired in its worst 
economic crisis since the 
1975-1990 civil war.

Some chants 
described university 
presidents as “thieves”, 
accusing them of 
being government 
“accomplices against 
the people”, while 
others referred to their 
grievances as “rights, not 
demands”.

In the evening, some 
torched dumpsters to 
block the street and 
vandalised banks, before 
security forces pushed 
them out.

Reports, which Al 
Jazeera was attempting 
to verify, said at least one 
student being arrested.

Over the past year, 
the Lebanese pound has 
lost up to 80 percent of 
its value on the black 
market, where on 
Saturday the dollar was 
selling for at least 8,200 
pounds.

Universities have 
struggled to adapt to 
the de facto devaluation 
as prices nationwide 
soared.

C o m m e r c i a l 
banks halted dollar 
transactions and 
restricted withdrawals 
of Lebanese pounds, in 
moves that have starved 
many of their savings.

According to the 
United Nations, more 
than half of Lebanon’s 
population is now living 
in poverty.

The country’s 
deep financial crisis 
is exacerbated by 
the COVID pandemic 
and aftermath of the 
massive Beirut port 
blast in August, which 
wrecked large parts of 
the city, killing 200 and 
injuring more than 6,000 
people.

New COVID strain in the UK
London, 20 Dec 
[alJazeera]: Viruses 
change all the time. 
Seasonal influenza 
mutates every year, so it 
was of little surprise to 
scientists that variants 
of COVID-19 have been 
detected since the 
pandemic started.

But in recent days, 
concerns have grown 
over a new strain 
identified in the United 
Kingdom.

Vaccines should still 
be effective against it 
and the new strain is 
not believed to be any 
more deadly, but people 
are increasingly worried 
because this mutation 
appears to be 70 percent 
more infectious.

The new variant, 
which has been named 
V U I - 2 0 2 0 1 2 / 0 1 

(the first Variant 
Under Investigation 
in December 2020), 
is thought to have 
first occurred in mid-
September in the 
country’s southeast, in 
the capital London or the 
county of Kent.

Susan Hopkins of 
Public Health England 
said the agency notified 
the government on 
December 18 when 
modelling revealed 
the full seriousness of 
the new strain. The UK 
submitted its findings 
to the World Health 
Organization the same 
day.

Since then it spread 
quickly in the southeast, 
becoming the dominant 
form of the virus there.

In London, 62 percent 
of cases were due to 

the new variant in the 
week of December 9. 
That compares with 28 
percent three weeks 
earlier.

Faced with this rapid 
development, the UK 
government has moved 
to enforce stricter 
lockdown measures over 
the coming Christmas 
period.

Earlier, UK Prime 
Minister Boris Johnson 
had been committed 
to allowing people to 
meet for festivities. But 
amid rising criticism 
and on the advice of 
his scientific advisers, 
many Britons are 
now banned from 
mixing households 
until at least the end 
of December, when the 
new measures will be 
reviewed.

Patrick Vallance, 
the UK’s chief scientific 
adviser, said the new 
variant may be in other 
countries as well but 
might have started in the 
UK.

The Netherlands and 
Belgium reacted quickly, 
banning travellers from 
the UK in a bid to stop 
the new strain from 
spreading.

Dutch authorities 
said they had at found 
at least one case of 
the new strain and 
flights carrying UK 
passengers have 
been banned until 
January 1. Belgium is 
suspending flight and 
train arrivals from 
the UK for at least 
24 hours, according 
to Prime Minister 
Alexander De Croo 

who spoke to Belgian 
television channel VRT.

According to UL Chief 
Medical Officer Chris 
Whitty, current swab 
tests are able to identify 
the new variant.

Scientists say the 
new strain contains 23 
changes, many associated 
with alterations in a 
protein made by the 
virus.

UK Health Minister 
Matt Hancock has 
suggested the new 
lockdown measures 
might stay in place for 
some time.

“Given how much 
faster this new 
variant spreads, 
it ’s going to be very 
difficult to keep it 
under control until we 
have the vaccine rolled 
out,” Hancock said.
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anyone for polo? Aussie actress Rebel Wilson has some fun 
playing polo in the snow while vacationing in Aspen, Colorado.

The BIG
 P I C

ARIES:
We’ve all had our share of drama in the past—a lot of 
which is coming to the surface as a result of the eclipse. 
But, you have a greater perspective now, which in turn 
is helping you release the victim mentality. Things 
transpired in a certain way because they were supposed 
to help you learn significant life lessons and become the 
person you are today. When in doubt, remember the 
cliché, “What doesn’t break you, makes you stronger.” 
Aries, you’ve got this!
TAURUS:
How much importance are you giving to other people’s 
opinions of you, and in what manner is the weight of 
their words weighing you down? Looks like you have 
created a prison for your own self, Taurus, a prison that 
is now becoming the bane of your existence. The cards 
are urging you to look beyond. There is another reality 
available to you—right now and in this moment. The 
Universe is giving you the opportunity to choose the 
freedom that has always been yours.
GEMINI:
You didn’t think you could get here, yet you did. Your 
life has turned out to be a real blessing despite all the 
unexpected twists and turns. But, don’t make the 
mistake of convincing yourself that there is a cap on 
the blessings, or that this is as good as it gets. There is 
a parallel reality available to you—a whole new world, 
if you may—and it requires you to tap into the power of 

co-creation.
cancer:
There comes a point in every journey where the 
roadblocks make you question if you were in your right 
mind when you made this decision. Here’s the thing, 
though: you have dealt with bigger challenges. You 
already know your way around this storm. Besides, the 
Universe has a way of testing our resolve, especially 
when we’re *this* close to the realisation of our goals. 
So give yourself the pep talk you need to, and motivate 
yourself to move forward. You’ll be glad you did!
LEO:
There comes a point in every journey where you can 
continue to do what you’re best known for, or reinvent 
yourself completely. The former is a safe bet. There is 
very little risk involved in giving your audience what 
you have been giving them for so long now. Changing 
the game around, on the other hand, may or may not 
guarantee success. In fact, the change may be met with 
resistance initially. Should that stop you from being 
playful? Anything but, Leo. The time to sing your own 
song has finally come.
virgo:
It’s easy to portray yourself as the victim of your story. To 
repeat the ‘terrible things happen to me’ narrative. But 
you are so loved and so supported, Virgo. You have an 
entire spirit team watching over you. So call upon their 
assistance to help you look at your circumstances from 

a higher perspective. In moments of silence, you will be 
able to raise the question, “What are my circumstances 
teaching me?”
LIBRA:
The energy of the eclipse has been all kinds of electrifying, 
Libra. You are more in alignment with your dreams and 
desires than you have ever been before, and are feeling 
inspired to take the right action. As your co-weaving partner, 
Spirit is helping you give your ideas a tangible form. When in 
doubt, remind yourself that the help you need will always be 
made available to you.
SCORPIO:
What is the story you’re telling yourself, Scorpio? Are you the 
victim in this narrative or the one who stands up for themselves 
*and* takes the prize home? The cards are reminding you of 
the ancient saying, “As within, so without”. So, take charge of 
your inner alignment. Work through the self-worth issues that 
have been weighing you down, and know that no force in the 
world can shake you when you believe in your own power.
SAGITTARIUS:
Hello, and welcome to the new moon party! This is your 
personal new moon, Sagittarius, and so the potential 
of what you can create is infinite. Word for the wise: 
get cracking. You don’t want to waste a single minute. 
Remember, it’s not just existing projects that will get a 
boost as a result of this lunation. Ideas you’ve never had 
before will come your way as well. Two words: inspired 
action.

CAPRICORN:
We’re always worrying about the future and what it 
might bring. On other occasions, we’re obsessing over 
what went wrong in the past and how we’d like to fix 
those things. What if we change the approach a little? 
What if we embrace our inner Zen master and make 
love to this moment? Be here now, Capricorn. The more 
present you are, the more dominion you will have over 
your life.
aquarius:
Do you really believe in yourself like you say you do? Do 
you really believe you have the power to manifest the 
dreams that you have been chasing? The energy of this 
eclipse is about to rest your resolve, Aquarius. So work 
through the self-worth issues that have been posing 
a roadblock as you reinstate your faith in yourself. 
Remember, this is the last leg of the war. You don’t want 
to give up now.
PISCES:
We waste too much time worrying about ‘the hows’ and 
‘the whys’. We spend too much time imagining parallel 
realities in which our dreams fall apart before our own 
eyes. What if we chose to redirect all of this energy 
towards the realisation of our goals instead? Today, 
you’re being encouraged to embrace your inner optimist 
and chase away the grey clouds. Spirit wants you to 
know that you are supported in every way, and that the 
resources you require will be made available to you.

Eminem apologizes to Rihanna after 
controversial Chris Brown lyrics were leaked

On Friday, Dec. 18, the rapper surprised fans 
when he released a new album titled Music 
to Be Murdered By—Side B. As music lovers 
began listening to the companion record to 
January’s Music to Be Murdered By, some 
noticed a few lyrics about another music 
superstar.

On the new song “Zeus,” Eminem offered 
an apology to Rihanna for previously leaked 

lyrics centered on her 
past relationship with 
Chris Brown.

“But, me, long as I 
re-promise to be honest 
/ And wholeheartedly, 
apologies, Rihanna,” 
Eminem rapped while 
taking responsibility for 
the controversial lyrics 
that made headlines last 
year. “For that song that 
leaked, I’m sorry, Ri / It 
wasn’t meant to cause 
you grief. Regardless, it 
was wrong of me.”

Back in November 
2019, a Reddit user 

posted a seven-second snippet of a track 
where fans heard Eminem rapping, “I’d side 
with Chris Brown, I’d beat down a bitch down 
too.”

The verse, which referenced Chris’ 2009 
assault on Rihanna, was reportedly recorded 
during the making of Eminem’s 2009 album, 
Relapse.

Healthcare workers dance to 
celebrate arrival of Covid vaccine

Jim Carrey steps down from Joe Biden role on SNL

The year 2020 has been tough on nearly everyone - but 
especially on healthcare workers who have been on the 

front line of the fight against coronavirus. The arrival of a 
vaccine against the highly infectious virus signifies hope, 
so it’s little wonder that healthcare workers at the Boston 
Medical Center broke out into a happy dance after the center 
received its first shipment of the coronavirus vaccine. 

On Tuesday, workers at the Boston Medical Center went 
viral for a video which shows them dancing joyfully on 
receiving the vaccine shipment. According to NBC Boston, the 
BMC was among the first hospitals in Massachusetts to receive 
a shipment of Pfizer and BioNTech’s COVID-19 vaccine. 

The hospital’s president and CEO, Kate Walsh, tweeted 
footage of healthcare workers wearing face masks and 
maintaining social distancing while dancing on the sidewalk 
to Lizzo’s ‘Good as Hell’.

“Teams of people working to safely and equitably distribute 
vaccines to their front line colleagues getting cheered on 
by their friends celebrating the arrival of the vaccines!” she 
wrote while sharing the clip. “A great day, a great place.”

Mom-To-Be Kareena Kapoor, Now An Author

Santa Claus bikers parade in Tokyo against child abuse

Jim Carrey’s term as President-elect 
Joe Biden on Saturday Night Live has 

come to an end.
On Saturday, Dec. 19, more than a month 
after the U.S. election, the 58-year-old 
actor bid farewell on Twitter to the 
guest role he had been playing since 
October.

“Though my term was only meant to 
be 6 weeks, I was thrilled to be elected as 
your SNL President...comedy’s highest 
call of duty,” Carrey wrote. “I would love 
to go forward knowing that Biden was 
the victor because I nailed that s--t. But 
I am just one in a long line of proud, 
fighting SNL Bidens!”

Carrey was only scheduled to 
play Biden through the election. 
CNN reported that Carrey made the 
decision to end his role, citing its 
own source. The insider told the 
outlet that the actor would have found 

it difficult to travel back and forth for 
the show in the long term because he 

lives in Los Angeles and SNL films in 
New York.

Kareena Kapoor announced her next project on her son Taimur’s 4th birthday on 
Sunday. 

No, she did not announce a new film. In fact, she shared the details of her new book 
titled ‘Kareena Kapoor Khan’s Pregnancy Bible.’ 

As the name suggests, the book will document the experiences of the actress’ 
pregnancy. It will be published by Juggernaut Books in 2021. 

An excited Kareena shared an update on her project and she wrote: “Today is the 
perfect day to announce my book - Kareena Kapoor Khan’s Pregnancy Bible for all you 
moms-to-be. I’ll talk about everything from morning sickness to diet and fitness and 
being a mom-on-the-go! I can’t wait for you to read it. To be published by Juggernaut 
Books in 2021.”

“I believe pregnancy is a natural process during which, we should be active, healthy 
and happy. In this book, I will tell you how I handled my own pregnancies and give you 
all the information you need to be happy in yours. The subject means a lot to me and I 
hope to create a book that will help and guide other women,” read an excerpt from the 
post shared by Kareena Kapoor on Instagram.

Harley Davidson bikers dressed 
in Santa Claus costumes rode 

through the streets of central Tokyo 
on Sunday for their annual parade 
against child abuse, saying more 
children were vulnerable in 2020 due 
to the coronavirus pandemic.

The parade, followed by a toy 
run to donate toys to kids, is a global 
tradition around Christmas time. In 
Tokyo, the event is held by members 
of the “Harley Santa Club”, founded in 
2008.

At the parade, bikers said this 
year’s event meant more, because 
more children were vulnerable 
to domestic violence during the 
coronavirus year.

“Especially because of the 
coronavirus pandemic this year, I think there are many child 
abuse cases out of sight,” said Takashi Mine, director of the event.

“It is very likely now that parents will take the stress out 
on their children after losing their jobs, so I think particularly 

during the pandemic we have to do the parade,” he said.
Riders proudly roared their engines to bring Christmas 

joy to kids living in children’s homes. Riders plan to visit four 
homes in Tokyo this year to donate toys and candy to about 
400 children.


