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Alembic’s regular employees distance 
themselves from spat, want unit opened
SAGAR CHHETRI
G , 09 M : 

Regular workers of 
Alembic Pharmaceu-

tical factory at Samar-
dung in South Sikkim 
have demanded that 
the spat between casual 
workers and the man-
agement not be allowed 
to lead to a shutdown 
of operations and affect 
workers not involved in 
the confrontation. The 
factory, it may be re-
called, recently suspend-
ed operations following 
belligerent protests by 
a section of the casual 
workers.

The regular workers, 
who had not commented 
on the issue thus far, con-
vened a press conference 
here at the Press Club of 
Sikkim today and called 
on the State government 
to intervene in the mat-

ter and initiate steps 
towards reopening the 
unit. 

On behalf of regular 
workers of the company, 
Vivek Kumar Nepal, Babi-
ta Gurung and others 
made the appeal today.

Addressing the press 
conference, Mr Nepal 
pointed out that the com-
pany was shut down af-
ter a dispute between the 
management and casual 

workers of the company 
on 01 February spiraled 
into a situation which 
has seen the Labour De-
partment get gehraoed 
and even the last rites 
of the Chief Minister and 
Labour Minister per-
formed by the protestors.

When matters 
reached such a pass that 
political parties also got 
involved and a bigger 
protest was expected, the 

company decided to shut 
down operations over-
night.

Mr Nepal  said that 
despite four days having 
lapsed since the closure,  
there has been no com-
munication on what fate 
awaits the unit or its reg-
ular employees.

“We all have become 
unemployed overnight 
with the sudden shut 
down of the unit and a 

question mark hangs on 
our futures. We had only 
just started our careers 
but are now staring at 
bleak futures,” he said.

He highlighted that 
the squabble of 01 Feb 
was already with the po-
lice since an FIR has been 
registered. He appealed 
that the law be allowed 
to take its course and not 
imperil the livelihood of 
380 workers engaged in 
the unit for the demands 
of six workers.

It may be mentioned 
here that the incident 
involved 15 casual work-
ers and the management. 
The 15 were terminated 
from their jobs and an 
FIR registered. Following 
the irst round of pro-
tests, on the mediation of 
the Labour Department, 
the company had offered 
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SIBLAC condemns CM’s 
allegations against it on LT issue

Chamling underlines party’s 
commitment to save Sikkim
SUMMIT REPORT
G , 09 M : 

A high-level meet-
ing of the Sikkim 

Democratic Front was 
held here at the party 
head-quarters on Sat-
urday chaired by SDF 
President, Chief Minis-
ter Pawan Chamling.

An SDF press re-
lease issued by its gen-
eral secretary, Amber 
Rai, informs that SDF 
party president direct-
ed the party workers 
to deliver on their re-
sponsibilities in earnest 
towards the mission 
of State-building and 
further urged them to 
take the responsibility 
of maintaining peace, 
security and develop-
ment in Sikkim. 

He stressed the re-
sponsibilities of the 
people in a democracy 
and said that people 
should take the elec-
tions very seriously. On 
the same, he urged the 
party workers to take 
the right message to the 
people who appear to 
be in confusion.

The release adds 
that the party president 
stressed that maintain-
ing the rights, privi-
leges, interests and 
protection of Sikkim 
and its people was of 
highest priority. 

He said that op-
position parties were 
working at the behest 
of masters from outside 
the State and that this 
did not bode well for 
the unique identity 
of the State within the 
Indian union. 

“The people of Sik-
kim are my masters,” 
he is reported to have 
underlined while an-
nouncing that he will 
stand strong against 
forces which seek to 
compromise the peo-
ple’s rule. 

The SDF president 
stressed that the up-
coming election was 
not only a process to 
elect the next govern-
ment but a serious task 
of saving Sikkim.  

The meeting was at-
tended by senior of ice 
bearers of the party.

SUMMIT REPORT
G , 09 M : 

Sikkim Bhutia Lepcha 
Apex Committee [SI-

BLAC] convener, Tseten 
Tashi Bhutia, has strong-
ly condemned the alle-
gation of Chief Minister 
Pawan Chamling that 
SIBLAC was causing ob-
structions in the provi-
sion of Limboo-Tamang 
seats in the State Assem-
bly. He said that the Chief 
Minister should make 
such allegations only if 
he has proof to back it 
up.

Addressing a press 
conference here today, 
Mr Bhutia strongly con-
demned the alleged 

statement of the CM 
that SIBLAC convener 
and two MLAs of Sik-
kim Krantikari Morcha 
met Union Home Minis-
ter Rajnath Singh on 08 
August 2018 in New 
Delhi and submitted a 
memorandum asking 
the Centre not to give 
Assembly seats to Lim-
boos and Tamangs. 

Mr Bhutia denied 
having met the Union 
Home Minister on 08 
August last year. He in-
formed that the picture 
circulated by the ruling 
party is of a meeting of 
the Union Home Minister 
with SIBLAC convener 

Dalai Lama represents Tibetan people’s 
spirit of resiliency, says Pelosi

Thakurbari Mandir set to open in April
G , 09 M  [IPR]:

The ongoing construc-
tion of Thakurbari 

Mandir above M.G. Marg, 
Gangtok, is likely to in-
ish within the month of 
March, 2019. 

The construction 
work of this mega struc-
ture had commenced 
more than a decade ago 
but could not be com-
pleted due to various 
reasons. Subsequently, 
a supervising and mon-
itoring committee was 
formed to take up phase 
III construction and 
beauti ication works of 
the temple in 2014 which 
was headed by Gangtok 
MLA, Pintso Chopel Lep-
cha along with represen-
tatives of various com-
munities including Ne-
pali, Marwari and Bihari 
communities belonging 
to Hindu religion.

Recently, there was 
again a new committee 
constituted vide noti i-
cation from Home De-
partment issued on 1st 
December, 2018 with an 
objective of completing 
the pending works im-
mediately by the month 
of March, 2019. District 
Collector, East was made 
the Chairperson of the 
new committee along 
with of icial members 
including SP/East, Addl. 
Chief Engineer, Buildings 

and UD & HD, and Mayor, 
GMC as a co-opted mem-
ber. 

The stalled works 
of the Mandir were 
re-started from last week 
of December and speci ic 
target was given to the 
civil contractor and oth-
ers involved to complete 
the work immediately by 
working day and night. 
Under the constant mon-
itoring and supervision 
of the committee, the 
civil contractor of the last 
phase of construction, 
Sunil Agarwal has put a 
large work force of more 
than 200 workers to take 
up and complete various 
components of the Thak-
urbari temple including 
the beauti ication works. 

District Collector, 
East, has informed that 
all the works of the 
Thakurbari temple will 
be completed within the 

month of March, 2019. 
It is planned that the 
Mandir will be opened 
to the devotees by irst 
week of April after con-
ducting the puja ceremo-
nies.

 The mandir is a huge 
three storied building 
with an annexure block 
consisting of beautiful 
carving works all over. 
The total build up area 
of the mandir is approx-
imately 31,000 square 
feet.  The top loor is the 
main Pooja Hall which 
will have 12 big size stat-
ues of all Hindu Gods. 
The Prayer Hall on the 
irst loor has copper 

carving works with a 
beautiful decorated roof. 

District Collector, East 
as the Chairperson of the 
monitoring committee 
has expressed gratitude 
towards the Chief Min-
ister for taking personal 

interest in the project. He 
has also thanked the pre-
vious management com-
mittees as well as Gang-
tok MLA, Mayor, GMC and 
the members of business 
community of Gangtok 
for their assistance and 
cooperation in ensuring 
completion of this mag-
ni icent temple in the 
heart of Gangtok city. 

It has been decided 
that after completion of 
all the inishing works of 
Thakurbari temple the 
day-to-day functioning of 
the Mandir will be taken 
up by a working commit-
tee which will be formed 
subsequently. 

The monitoring com-
mittee has expressed 
hope that this Mandir 
will not only be a centre of 
attraction for the devotees 
of Gangtok Town but also 
emerge as a major centre 
of religious tourism.

W , M  9 
(PTI): The Dalai Lama 
represents the spir-
it of resiliency of the 
Tibetan people, a top 
American Congress-
woman has said.

Nancy Pelosi, speaker 
of the US House of Repre-
sentatives, said that 2019 
marks 60 years since the 
Dalai Lama was forced 
into exile in India.

While Beijing views 
the Dalai Lama as a sep-
aratist who seeks to split 
Tibet from China, the 
1989 Nobel Peace Prize 

laureate says he only 
seeks greater rights for 
Tibetans, including re-
ligious freedom and au-
tonomy.

Since he led Tibet in 
1959 to escape from the 
Chinese occupation, the 
Tibetan spiritual leader 
has been keeping China 
on tenterhooks about his 
successor.

Pelosi said that 
guided by Tibetans’ un-
tiring voices, Congress 
will  continue to take 
actions until all Tibet-
ans can live in peace, 

hope and prosperity.
She said that “60 

years ago, the people of 
Tibet rose up against the 
Chinese government’s 
systemic repression and 
brutal attacks to defend 
their lives and liberty”.

“Each March 10th, 
Americans remem-
ber their bravery and 
determined spirit of 
those who fought and 
gave their lives, and US 
recommit to securing 
the promise of human 
rights and religious 
freedom for the peo-

ple of Tibet,” Pelosi said.
“Over the decades, 

the Dalai Lama has come 
to represent the spirit of 
resiliency of the Tibetan 
people and his transcen-
dent message of hope 
continues to inspire all 
freedom-loving people to 
champion the aspirations 
of Tibetan men, women 
and children, and their 
right to speak their lan-
guage, teach their culture 
and practice their religion 
in peace,” she said.

In a statement, Pelosi 
said that on this important 

anniversary, the United 
States must renew the un-
breakable bonds of friend-
ship between the Tibetan 
people and the US.

Members of Congress 
are committed to build-
ing on the recent passage 
of the Reciprocal Access 
to Tibet Act which ad-
vances a future where 
all Tibetans are free to 
practice their faith and 
customs, and holds Chi-
nese of icials account-
able for their campaign 
of fear and cultural re-
pression, she added.

Jalpaiguri circuit bench of Calcutta 
HC becomes operational

J  (WB), M  
9 (PTI): The Jalpaigu-
ri circuit bench of the 
Calcutta High Court was 
“operationalised” here 
on Saturday in presence 
of Chief Minister Mama-
ta Banerjee, a month af-
ter being inaugurated by 
Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi which she had tak-
en exception to.

The prime minister 
had inaugurated the Jal-
paiguri circuit bench on 
February 8, triggering a 
prompt reaction by Ba-
nerjee, who claimed that 
her government as well 
as the high court were 
kept in the dark about 
the development.

“The land is ours, cir-
cuit bench is of the high 
court. Neither the groom 
nor the bride is there but 
the bandwala has come,” 
she had said.

At the programme on 
Saturday organised by 
the Calcutta High Court 
administration, Gover-
nor K N Tripathi unveiled 
the plaque of the circuit 
bench in the presence of 
Banerjee, Acting Chief 
Justice of the high court 
Biswanath Somadder 
and 31 other judges.

At the programme, 
the chief minister said 
she did not “want to go 
into any controversy on 

this auspicious occasion.”
Noting that “all is well 

that ends well”, Baner-
jee said the bench could 
have been inaugurated 
earlier had the necessary 
noti ication been issued 
by the Centre.

“The circuit bench 
could have been inau-
gurated earlier by then 
chief justice Jyotirmoy 
Bhattacharya, who took a 
lot of initiative to start it,” 
she said.

Terming the circuit 
bench that will serve ive 
districts of north Bengal 
as a “precious ornament” 
in its kitty of several de-
velopment initiatives 
taken by the state gov-
ernment, the chief min-
ister said it is a histor-
ic event that ful ils the 
long-standing demand of 
the people of the region.

She said the foun-
dation stone of the cir-
cuit bench, proposal for 
which was mooted in 
1988, was laid by her in 
2012 for early comple-
tion of its infrastructure.

The circuit bench, 
where judges will begin 
hearing petitions from 
Monday, will now func-
tion from the Jalpaiguri 
Zilla Parishad bungalow, 
till a new building comes 
up on a land allotted by 
the state government.

SDF forms 
parliamentary 
committee 

SUMMIT REPORT
GANGTOK, 09 M : 

A high-level meeting of 
Sikkim Democrat-

ic Front was held un-
der the chairmanship 
of SDF president and 
Chief Minister, Pawan 
Chamling here at the 
party head-quarters on 
Saturday. 

The meeting unani-
mously formed the par-
liamentary committee 
of the party, informs 
an SDF press issued by 
its general secretary 
[press & publicity], Ka-
vita Subba.

The parliamenta-
ry committee is led by 
party president Pawan 
Chamling as its chair-
person with senior 
leaders DD Bhutia, GM 
Gurung, SB Subedi and 
Nimthit Lepcha as its 
members.
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and SKM MLAs held on 26 September 2016. 
He stated that it was a meeting of Bhutia Lepcha 

Protection Force and BL MLAs with the Union Home 
Minister during which a BLPF memorandum was also 
submitted. 

No Bhutia-Lepcha organisation has ever objected 
to LT seats reservation at any forum, he stated.

Meanwhile, the reason for SIBLAC advocating 
for LT seats to be granted from the existing 32 seats 
was in acceptance of the fact that Assembly strengths 
stand frozen till 2026 as per Delimitation Act, 2002, 
he said. 

Mr Bhutia added that SIBLAC demands propor-
tionate seat increase of BL seats “without jeopardis-
ing the rights and interests of other stakeholders” if 
the strength of SLA is increased to 40.

He also questioned the CM about his letter to the 
Union Home Minister on 05 April 2016 mentioning 
that the proposed 40 seats in which 5 seat were to be 
reserved for LTs as an interim formulation. He further 
questioned the need for an interim formula and asked 
which constitutional experts were consulted for the 40 
seats formula. 

The formula was never passed in the assembly or 
the cabinet in the State, he added.

He alleged that the ruling party has been circulat-
ing a post on the alleged meeting between SIBLAC and 
Union Home Minister on 08 Aug 2018 and also dis-
tributing lea lets and sticking posters on the same in 
West and South Districts. 

The SIBLAC convener urged the police department 
to take up the case suo-moto to prevent any untoward 
incidents.

SIBLAC has also said that within 15 days all such 
posters and pamphlet distribution in West and South 
Districts should stop. 

“CM has dragged the Union Home Minister and 
National Security Advisor into Sikkim politics. If this 
practice continues then I will go to the Union Home 
Minister and National Security Advisor and they will 
take action,” he said.

On the entry of the spiritual leader of the Heavenly 
Path Organisation to Sikkim, Mr Bhutia strongly con-
demned and refuted the CM’s accusation that SIBLAC 
was stopping the entry of the leader in the State. 

“We have never stopped God Angel from coming to 
Sikkim. We welcome him to Sikkim wholeheartedly,” 
he said. 

He thanked Sikkim Republican Party and its presi-
dent KB Rai for speaking out the truth on the God An-
gel issue. He also thanked SNPP for condemning the 
allegation of the CM on SIBLAC regarding LT issue. 

He stated that the CM should stop the politics of 
ego and revenge further adding that SIBLAC is ready 
to debate on this issue on any platform. 

SIBLAC condemns CM’s...

lembic’s regular employees...
months severance pay to the terminated employ-

ees, refused to take them back and said that it would 
consider withdrawing the FIR.

While nine affected employees had taken the offer, 
six refused, and led by BJP leader, Laten Sherpa, have 
been protesting ever since.

Also today, another regular employee, Babita Gu-
rung, contended that a minor incident has created a 
big problem for hundreds of employees. 

She highlighted that the shut down has affected 
many families and that it was unfair to impose such 
uncertainty on the people.

There is no word yet on what fate awaits the unit 
and SummitTimes email queries to the Alembic head 
of ice remain unanswered.

SKM team inaugurates CMRHM 
house at Temi Namphing

SUMMIT REPORT
G , 09 M :

CMRHM house of Khar-
ka Bdr. Basnett, a res-

ident of Kamar Gaon un-
der Temi Namphing was 
inaugurated by a team of 
Sikkim Krantikari Mor-
cha today, a press release 
informs. 

The bene iciary de-
cided to get the house 
inaugurated by SKM, it is 
mentioned.

Sikkim Democratic 
Front CEC and founder 
member, Hari Tamang of 
Pabong Ward along with 
3 families left SDF and 
joined SKM, the release 
adds. Bir Bdr. Tamang, 
Sanjeep Biswakarma and 

Pema Dorjee Tamang are 
the others who joined 
SKM today.

Present during both 
the events were Lalit 
Sharma (In-charge South 

District), Gopal Chhetri 
(District Youth Coordi-
nator) Nari-Shakti, Chal-
ak Morcha  and youth of 
Temi-Namphing Constit-
uency.

Women’s Day celebration at Martam

S  R
G , 08 M : 

Martam BAC, in col-
laboration with ESS 

India celebrated Wom-
en’s Day by conducting 
awareness programme 
for school students on 
menstrual hygiene. The 
two-day programme was 

conducted for awareness 
on menstrual hygiene and 
its advantages and disad-
vantages on human health, 
a press release informs. 

The main aim of the 
programme is to empow-
er students to support 
“what is right “and “to be 
proud of what is natural”. 

The intervention is not 
only essential to women 
but also equally import-
ant to men, the release 
mentions. 

The programme was 
attended by students and 
teachers of Tshalamthang 
Secondary School and St. 
Joseph Convent.

Power-lifters felicitated for encouraging Eastern India debut
SUMMIT REPORT
G , 09 M : 

Sikkim Power Lifting 
Association [SPLA] 

felicitated Anjali Shar-
ma for winning a bronze 
medal for Sikkim at the 
recent Eastern India 
Power Lifting Champion-
ship held from 22 to 24 
February at Silchar, As-
sam. On the occasion, the 
SPLA president, Sushma 
Gurung, also felicitated 
other members of the 
State team for their en-
couraging performance 
at the championship.

An eight-member Sik-
kim team had participat-
ed in the championship 
led by SPLA general sec-
retary Devendra Bas-
net as the team coach. 
More than 200 athletes 

from nine States were in 
competition.

Speaking to media 
persons, bronze medalist 
Anjali Sharma expressed 

happiness on winning 
the bronze medal on her 
debut in a national-level 
competition. 

She shared that the 

medal has illed her with 
energy and motivated 
her to aim for gold in the 
near future. 

She stated that the 

competition was tough 
and that the Sikkim team 
gave their best. Power 
lifting, she pointed out, 
was new to Sikkim hence 
Sikkim’s athletes have to 
work hard and practice 
even more.

The SPLA president, 
Ms Gurung congratulated 
the State team members 
for impressing on their 
Eastern India debut and 
shared that the associ-
ation aims to prepare a 
bigger squad for the up-
coming Senior Nationals 
scheduled for August.

Ms Gurung informed 
that the association was 
formed recently in De-
cember last year and was 
already planning to hold 
State and district level 
competitions.

Mamring school celebrates Women’s 
Day, begins Poshan Pakhwara

SUMMIT REPORT
G , 09 M :

Mamring Senior Sec-
ondary School today 

observed International 
Women’s Day by con-
ducting a programme in 
the afternoon assembly.  
The programme started 
with a speech by Anupa-
ma Sharma, a student of 
class XII. It was followed 
by an inspiring speech by 
Principal, Prahlad Sharma 
wherein he cited many ex-
amples of women person-
nel who have contributed 
to the society.

All the women staff 
were called on the pulpit 
and acknowledged with 
a huge round of applause 
for their hard work and 
dedication towards the 
school, society and hu-

manity. Tshering Deki 
Bhutia (PGT History), on 
behalf of all lady teachers  
addressed the gathering 
and expressed thanks to 
all for organising such 
a beautiful program to 
recognise the works and 
achievements of women. 
The programme ended 
with the vote of thanks 
by Nichenmit Lepcha of 
class XII.

The program was 
conducted by Siddarth 
Mishra of class XII. NSS, 
Eco Club, SAATHI, RRC 
and all other clubs of the 
school had jointly organ-
ised the program which 
was attended by all 
staff and students of the 
school. The theme of the 
International Women’s 
Day Program was “Bal-

ance for better.”
Meanwhile, Posh-

an Pakhwara began in 
Mamring Sr Sec School 
on 08 March as per the 
directives of Ministry of 
Human Resource Devel-
opment, a press release 
informs.

Today during the last 
hour of the school, an 
awareness programme 
for adolescent girls on 
health and hygiene and 
nutritious food for girls 
from classes 6 to 12 was 
held in the school. 

Lata Lepcha, a stu-
dent of class 9 gave a 
speech on the topic of 
nutritious food. 

Other activities on 
Poshan Pakhawara will 
be held till 22 March, the 
release mentions.

Indian Army conducts rafting expedition on Teesta

SUMMIT REPORT
G , 09 M :

A white water raft-
ing expedition was 

conducted by the Indi-
an Army on Teesta river 
from Sirwani to Corona-
tion Bridge covering a 
distance of approximate-
ly 105 km in Sikkim, a 
press release informs. 
The event was lagged 
off from Sirwani on 04 
March by the Command-
er, Black Cat Gunners.

The objective of the 
expedition was to foster 
team spirit, camarade-
rie and develop adven-

ture skills amongst the 
troops. The team during 
the course, negotiated 
a number of rough and 
fast water spots before 
arriving at the inal desti-
nation at the Coronation 
Bridge. Before undertak-
ing the expedition, the 
team was trained on ma-
noeuvring skills on rough 
and fast lowing stream 
with different degrees of 
dif iculty. 

The expedition team 
also interacted with the 
youth at Government 
Senior Secondary School 
Singtam and Rangpo. 

The expedition team 
screened motivation-
al movies, distributed 
information brochures 
on Indian Army which 
included various entry 
schemes to join Army 
and also displayed raft-
ing equipments at above 
places.

Major General, RC 
Tiwari, SM, GOC Black 
Cat Division lagged in 
the expedition. While in-
teracting with the team 
members, the GOC com-
plimented the team for 
successful conduct of the 
water rafting expedition.

CPM urges ECI to prevent parties 
from taking credit for Pak  strike

Agartala, Mar 9 (PTI): 
The opposition CPI(M) 
in Tripura Friday urged 
the Election Commission 
of India (ECI) to make sure 
that no political party takes 
credit for the air strikes in 
Pakistan or showcase the 
killings of CRPF troopers to 
solicit for votes.

A four-member del-
egation including state 
secretary Gautam Das, 
MP Sankar Prasad Dat-
ta, secretariat member 
Naresh Jamtiya and com-
mittee member Haripada 
Das met Chief Electoral 
Of icer Sriram Taran-
ikanti and submitted the 
memorandum.

The memorandum, 
copies of which were 

also made available to 
reporters, said that the 
present situation in the 
state was not at all con-
ducive for holding Lok 
Sabha election in a free 
and fair manner.

The CPI(M) delega-
tion narrated incidents 
of attacks on its party 
workers before the Chief 
Electoral Of icer which 
they claimed were per-
petrated by ruling BJP in 
collusion with the police.

Other demands of 
the party included de-
ployment of paramili-
tary forces well ahead 
of the polls and intense 
patrolling in the booth 
areas to remove appre-
hensions of people.

“It is evident that 
violent attacks on the 
leaders, workers and 
supporters of the party 
escalate immediately af-
ter election results are 
out. Thus, the police au-
thority may be directed 
to take appropriate mea-
sures to tackle the antic-
ipated backlash in the 
post-election period,” the 
memorandum said.

The party also de-
manded reopening of 
CPI(M) of ices in the 
state, zero discrimina-
tion for granting permis-
sion for holding party 
meetings, ensuring prop-
er security to party lead-
ers and poling and count-
ing agents of the party.

NEEPCO Director felicitated

SUMMIT REPORT
G , 08 M :

Director (Technical), VK Singh, NEEPCO received the Trophy & Scroll of Com-
mendation at 11th Construction Industry Development Council (CIDC) Vish-

warkarma Awards 2019 on 07 Mar, 2019 at New Delhi, a press release informs.

Irrfan Khan spotted by shutterbugs at Mumbai Airport
Mumbai, Mar 9 (PTI): 
Actor Irrfan Khan was 
on Saturday spotted 
by eager paparazzis at 
the Mumbai airport, 
his first appearance 
since he returned to 
India after undergoing 
treatment for neuro-
endocrine tumour in 
London.

The 52-year-old ac-
tor had revealed last 
year in March that he 
was suffering from 
neuroendocrine tu-
mour and has been 
away from the lime-
light since then.

In photos doing the 
rounds on social me-
dia, Irrfan’s face was 
not completely visi-
ble as the actor cov-
ered it with a scarf. 
The actor was donning 
a pink jacket over a 
white shirt with a pair 
of camouflage cargo 
pants and a hat.

Earlier, there were 
reports that Irrfan is 
undergoing treatment 
in the city-based hos-
pital here, but a source 
close to the actor has 
denied, saying, “He 
isn’t here for any treat-

ment.”
It is still unclear 

when the actor will be 
returning to work and 
start shooting for “Hin-
di Medium 2”, a sequel 
to his 2017 comedy 
drama.

Irrfan, who has has 
delivered outstanding 
performances in films 
such as “Paan Singh 
Tomar”, “Haasil, “Ma-
qbool” and “Piku”, has 
also established him-
self in the West with 
movies like “The Name-
sake”, “Life of Pi” and “Ju-
rassic World”.
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SLSA organises National Lok Adalat
SUMMIT REPORT
G , 09 M :

Sikkim State Legal 
Services Authority 

[Sikkim SLSA] under 
the aegis of National Le-
gal Services Authority 
[NALSA] organized Na-
tional Lok Adalat on 09 
March, a press release 
informs.

10 Lok Adalat Bench-
es were constituted in 
all the four districts of 
the State comprising of 
the Lok Adalat judges 
and ‘Other Persons’. Pre 
Lok Adalat sittings were 
also held for identify-
ing cases to be taken 
up during the National 
Lok Adalat. 

Out of 34 cases tak-
en up by the various 
Lok Adalat Benches, 22 
cases were settled and 
sum of Rs 24, 66, 376 
has been awarded, the 
release informs.

Criminal compound-
able offences, bank re-
covery cases, money 
suit and other civil cas-
es were takne up in the 
National Lok Adalat.

General public 

are informed that his 
year i.e. 2019, Na-
tional Lok Adalat will 
be organized by Sikkim 
SLSA on 13/07/2019, 
14/09/2019 and 
14/12/2019.

Athlon 2019 of SRM University concludes

SUMMIT REPORT
K , 08 M :

The three-day In-
tra-University Sports 

Meet, Athlon-2019, held 
in Khelgoan, Reshitang 
came to a close recently. 
ADGP Akshay Sachdeva-
graced the valedictory 
function of the event as 
chief guest. 

Five teams, namely, 

Falcons from the School 
of Management and 
Commerce , BlueBits 
from the School of Infor-
mation Technology, Daz-
zlers from the Schools of 
Hospitality and Tourism 
Studies, Ravens from the 
School of Social Sciences 
and Humanities and Nu-
cleus from the School of 
Basic Sciences competed 

with each other for var-
ious track events, ield 
events and team events. 
Falcons emerged as the 
overall champions.

ADGP Sachdeva, in his 
address, urged students 
to be ever-prepared to 
face the challenges of life. 

He also stressed the 
need for a sense of social 
responsibility. 

Vice Chancellor Prof 
Satish expressed joy on 
seeing students and fac-
ulty come together to 
participate in the events 
in the right sporting 
spirit and emphasized 
on how sports was a 
lifelong learning expe-
rience through which 
people learn teamwork, 
cooperation, coordi-

Cong gets shot in arm in Nagaland, 
21 estranged leaders return

K , M  9 (PTI): 
The Congress in Naga-
land, bolstered by the re-
turn of 21 senior leaders 
to its fold, vowed to put up a 
united fight against the “stop-
gap” BJP-NDPP government 
in the state.

Welcoming the leaders 
who made a comeback to 
the Congress, five-time chief 
minister and senior party 
leader S C Jamir said, “Con-
gress, today is solidi ied”.

The 21 leaders -- in-
cluding former Nagaland 

Pradesh Congress Com-
mittee (NPCC) president 
S I Jamir, former speaker 
Z Lohe and former depu-
ty speaker Joshua Sumi -- 
were reinducted during 
a programme on Friday, 
the development coming 
just months ahead of the 
general elections.

Claiming that the 
Congress is a party with a 
vision and clear ideology, 
Jamir asserted that it can 
never be uprooted.

Asking the Congress 

workers to be active 
and propagate its pro-
grammes, the former Na-
galand Governor called 
for shunning party dis-
sents and internal bick-
ering.

“Congress workers 
should have the courage 
to tell the truth to the 
people, and articulate 
very clearly that we can 
serve, help and lead the 
people,” he said.

Stating that the Naga 
society is in “delirium”, 

Jamir also alleged that 
the ruling NDPP dispen-
sation was only “a stop-
gap arrangement” to 
“fool” the people.

NPCC president K 
Therie expressed hope 
that the party will put up 
a united ight to “combat 
the BJP and its regional 
cohorts”, with the return 
of the 21 leaders.

Therie added that 
more leaders were ex-
pected to join the Con-
gress in the coming days.

Cong to hold CWC meet, rally in Gujarat on March 12
Ahmedabad, Mar 9 (PTI): 
The Congress Working 
Committee meeting will 
be held in Gujarat on 
March 12 to mark the 
launch of historic Dan-
di March by Mahatma 
Gandhi from the Sabar-
mati Ashram here in 
1930, state party unit 
chief Amit Chavda said 
Saturday.

He said the meeting 
of the party’s highest de-
cision-making body will 
be followed by a public 
rally in Adalaj in Gandhi-
nagar.

It will be attended 
by Congress president 
Rahul Gandhi, his moth-
er Sonia Gandhi, sister 
Priyanka Gandhi Vadra, 
former prime minister 

Manmohan Singh and 
chief ministers of Con-
gress-ruled states.

“The meeting of Con-
gress Working Commit-
tee (CWC) will be held 
in Ahmedabad on March 
12 to mark the launch 
of historic Dandi March 
by Mahatma Gandhi in 
1930. The CWC will meet 
in Gujarat for the irst 

time since 1961, after a 
gap of 58 years,” Chavda 
told reporters here.

The Gujarat visit will 
begin with Congress 
leaders paying tribute to 
the Father of the Nation 
at the Sabarmati Ashram, 
he said.

Preparations for the 
forthcoming Lok Sabha 
elections and poll cam-

paign will be discussed 
in the CWC meet, he said.

The meet, which was 
earlier scheduled for 
February 28, was shifted 
on account of tensions 
between India and Paki-
stan due to the February 
26 IAF air strike and the 
neighbouring country’s 
unsuccessful retaliatory 
strike on February 27.

Pak to put group of banned out its in high 
risk category, monitor their activities: Report
SAJJAD HUSSAIN
I , M  9 
(PTI): Pakistan has de-
cided to “upgrade” a 
group of banned out its, 
including the Jaish-e-Mo-
hammad (JeM), to a 
“high” risk category and 
start monitoring and 
re-examining their ac-
tivities to comply with 
the Financial Action Task 
Force (FATF) obligations, 
according to a media re-
port on Saturday.

The Paris-based 
global watchdog against 
inancial crimes had ex-

pressed dissatisfaction 
over considering these 
entities as “low” to “me-
dium” risk by Islam-
abad, and said Pakistan 
did “not demonstrate a 
proper understanding of 
the terror inancing risks 
posed by Daesh (ISIS), Al 
Qaeda, Jamaat-ud-Dawa(-
Jud), Falah-i-Insani-
at Foundation (FIF), 
Lashkar-e-Taiba (LeT), 
Jaish-e-Mohammad (JeM) 
Haqqani network (HQN), 
and persons af iliated 
with the Taliban”.

The proscribed organ-
isations will be examined 
under heightened security 
checks at all layers of legal, 
administrative, investiga-
tive and inancial regimes, 
the Dawn newspaper re-
ported.

At least 40 security 
personnel were killed 
when a suicide bomber 
of the Pakistan-based 
JeM attacked their con-
voy in Jammu and Kash-

mir’s Pulwama district 
on February 14.

“All these entities 
have now been described 
as high-risk entities 
and would be subject to 
greater scrutiny by all 
agencies and institutions 
of the state, starting from 
their registration to op-
erations and from their 
fund collection to bank 
accounts and issuance of 
suspicious transactions, 
information sharing and 
so on,” an unnamed of i-
cial was quoted as saying 
in the report.

He said these deci-
sions were taken at a 
meeting of the general 
council on FATF, led by 
Finance Secretary Arif 
Ahmed Khan, as part of 
a series of meetings to 
comply with the FATF 
obligations.

Khan had led the 
Pakistani delegation to 
Paris during the Febru-
ary 18-22 meetings of 
the FATF plenary and its 
group reviews.

During the course of 
these meetings, Pakistan 
had banned the FIF and 
JuD on February 21.

The of icial said based 
on revised risk pro ile to 
“high” from “medium”, all 
the government institu-
tions, including the Fed-
eral Investigation Agency 
(FIA), the Securities and 
Exchange Commission of 
Pakistan, the State Bank 
of Pakistan, the Nation-
al Counter-Terrorism 
Authority, the Financial 

Monitoring Unit and 
intelligence agencies, 
would separately review 
records, databanks and 
procedures and meth-
odologies regarding the 
proscribed entities and 
their representatives.

Based on this review 
exercise and re-evalua-
tion of risk indicators, 
fresh suspected transac-
tion reports would orig-
inate and run through 
the banking sector, while 
law enforcement agen-
cies would continue their 
ongoing tough actions 
against the banned enti-
ties, including con isca-
tion of their assets and 
accounts, the of icial 
said.

“All these institutions 
would complete the exer-
cise within two weeks so 
as to present a compliance 
report to a delegation 
of the Asia-Paci ic Joint 
Group a regional associate 
of the FATF due to visit Is-
lamabad on March 24.

“The delegation would 
review Pakistan’s perfor-
mance on the basis of Is-
lamabad’s fresh exercise 
over the next two days 
(March 25-26) and submit 
its assessment report to 
the FATF headquarters,” 
the report said.

The FATF would then 
make a fresh review the 
progress and compliance 
with the remaining tar-
gets by May by Pakistan 
and conclude in June re-
view meetings, whether 
the country should be 

moved out of the “grey 
list” or kept in this list in 
case of minor shortcom-
ings or be downgraded 
to the “black list” hav-
ing serious inancial and 
economic repercussions 
in case of serious short-
comings.

Pakistan has been 
placed on the grey list 
by the FATF for failing to 
curb anti-terror inanc-
ing in June last year, de-
spite Islamabad’s diplo-
matic efforts to avert the 
decision.

Of icials said that de-
ining these banned en-

tities as high-risk meant 
the investigation agencies, 
supervisory and regula-
tory organisations and 
related institutions would 
be more alert and proac-
tive to assessments of risk 
indicators, red lags, guid-
ance and advisories.

They would be re-
quired to adopt the 
heightened level of in-
ter-agency coordination 
for information sharing 
and actions to combat 
terror inancing and 
money laundering, con-
sidered risk to global 
economy, the report said.

During the February 
18-22 plenary and re-
view meetings, the FATF 
had noted “limited prog-
ress” by Pakistan on tar-
gets set for January 2019, 
and urged the country 
“to swiftly complete its 
action plan, particularly 
those with timelines of 
May 2019.”
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The Uprising Sustains
In spite of everything

Those who have been following the news would have 
noticed an uptick in Chinese efforts to discred-

it the Dalai Lama and try, again, to convince the 
world that Tibet does not need him. The Chinese 
desperation to sell this fiction is plain for all to 
see and therein lies evidence that sixty years on, the 
Tibetan uprising sustains.

Here, a short teaching by the Dalai Lama on the Jataka 
Tales a year ago around this time comes to mind. He 
underlined destructive emotions such as fear, anger 
and suspicion, and delved on how these emotions 
can be tackled through love and compassion. As 
much as he was drawing out the morals from Jataka 
Tales, he was also speaking from experience, having 
witnessed how “fear, anger and suspicion” have af-
fected his land and his people and how they contin-
ue to be hounded by the insecurities of others. His 
teachings on the day have to be received in light of 
the present that the Tibetans ind themselves in and 
the anniversary of the Tibetan Uprising Day when 
emotions are bound to be running high in the com-
munity. Sixty years have passed since the Tibetans rose 
up against China, and a sizeable number of them have 
remained refugees since then. 

The Dalai Lama clearly sensed the doubts that must 
be creeping into many minds and also made a clear call 
for unity among the Tibetan people. He even admitted 
that in the past, even monasteries in Tibet fought each 
other based on sectarian divisions. “However, now we 
are in the 21st century. Such sectarian violence and at-
titude is outdated and backward,” the Dalai Lama said.

The Tibetan rose up against Chinese occupation on 
10 March, 1959. That was a long time ago… even the 
generation that was born immediately after the irst 
group of Tibetans followed the Dalai Lama into exile are 
now past their youth and have become senior citizens 
watching the Tibetan issue get sidelined, compromised 
and subverted - never by the Tibetans, but often even by 
their friends and hosts. Through the years, the Berlin Wall 
has fallen, USSR has disintegrated and even Communist 
China has embraced capitalism and globalisation, but 
things have not improved for Tibetans inside Tibet under 
Chinese occupation. If anything, the situation has consis-
tently turned worse.

As for Tibetan tenacity itself, six decades of Chinese at-
tempts at placating and subjugating, shutting out and opening, 
swamping and cajoling, have failed to quell the proud nation-
alism of Tibet. Communist China has managed to change 
the demography of Tibet and engineered infrastructure 
which remains impossible to consider anywhere else in 
the world, but it has still remained unsuccessful in erasing 
Tibetan identity. Even though the Tibetans receive what 
can only be called token support from governments 
around the world, its people persevere and their cause 
sustains. Meanwhile, the world has so much at stake in 
China that it is unlikely that international pressure on 
it to resolve the Tibet issue will be meaningfully exert-
ed in the near future. In that sense, the Tibetans have not 
only suffered in the hands of China, but have also suffered 
deception by friends. 

Six decades of such denial would have broken the 
back of any movement, but Tibetans keep optimism 
alive by still reiterating belief in the middle-path ap-
proach laid out by the Dalai Lama. By doing so they re-
mind the world that nothing sustains like hope. Through 
the haze of defeatism and negativity that pervades our 
times, a silver lining streaks with the Dalai Lama’s com-
mitment to Tibet and Tibetans and the now proven resil-
ience of the Tibetans themselves to nurture and cultivate 
their faith, culture and traditions in exile even as it gets 
diluted and erased at home. He continues to remain op-
timistic about the chances of returning with self-respect 
and also knows that age is catching up with him. He is 
also obviously aware that China is only playing the wait-
ing game hoping that the Tibetan unity that he has crafted 
with so much hard work will disintegrate after he is no 
longer around to hold the strands. To defend against 
this, he has introduced democracy to his people and 
nurtured a second line of leaders. 

What he is nurturing are a People who will stand 
strong in the future as well as they have thus far under his 
guidance. The Dalai Lama is a man of faith and that perhaps 
explains his tremendous reserves of patience and ability to 
let go and trust people. And when he leads by example, he 
radiates hope and the Tibetans in exile, and even those at 
home, continue to draw inspiration from him. The commu-
nity has reciprocated well because even though they remain 
refugees, the Tibetans can congratulate themselves for hav-
ing achieved much more than many democracies and inde-
pendent nations around them. It is this sentiment 
and confidence that they should celebrate when 
they mark their Uprising Day, not the delays and 
the changing faces of people and organizations 
they saw as friends.

CORRIGENDUM: The newsreport headlined, “BJP 
forges alliance with SKM for Sikkim polls,” featured in the 
09 March 2019 edition of SummitTimes inadvertently in-
troduced Mr KT Gyaltsen as the SKM spokesperson instead 
of referring to him as the SDF Spokesperson. The error is 
regretted.

-Editor

Socrates in Love: How the ideas of this woman 
are at the root of Western philosophy

A  D’A
theconversation.com
Where did Socrates, the foundational igure of 
Western philosophy, get the inspiration for his 
original ideas about truth, love, justice, courage and 
knowledge? New research I’ve conducted reveals 
that as a young man in 5th-century BC Athens, he 
came into contact with a iercely intelligent woman, 
Aspasia of Miletus. I argue that her ideas about love 
and transcendence inspired him to formulate key 
aspects of his thought (as transmitted by Plato).

If the evidence for this thesis is accepted, the 
history of philosophy will have taken a momentous 
turn: a woman who has been all but erased from the 
story must be acknowledged as laying the founda-
tions of our 2,500-year old philosophical tradition.

A neoclassical painting by the 19th-century art-
ist Nicolas Monsiau depicts Socrates sitting across a 
table from a lusciously dressed, gesticulating Aspa-
sia. The handsome young soldier Alcibiades looks 
on. The image captures the standard view of Socra-
tes: as poor and ugly. The son of a stonemason, he 
was known from middle age for going unshod and 
wearing ragged clothes.

But Socrates is also said by Plato to have been 
instructed in eloquence by Aspasia, who for more 
than a decade was the partner of Athens’s leading 
statesman Pericles. Supposedly a highly educated 
“courtesan”, Aspasia is shown in the painting enu-
merating the points of a speech on her ingers. Her 
gaze is directed at the aristocratic youth Alcibiades, 
who was Pericles’ ward and probably Aspasia’s 
great-nephew. Socrates claimed to be enthralled 
by Alcibiades’ good looks and charisma, and (as re-
counted in Plato’s dialogue Symposium) he saved 
his life at the Battle of Potidaea in 432 BC.

Does the painting do Socrates justice? His main 
biographers, Plato and Xenophon, knew him only 
as an older man. But Socrates was once young, and 
was a direct contemporary of Aspasia’s. And, from 
surviving images of the philosopher, occasional 
information given by his biographers, and ancient 
written texts which have been generally overlooked 
or misinterpreted, a different picture of Socrates 
emerges: that of a well-educated youth who grew 
up to be no less brave a soldier than Alcibiades, and 
a passionate lover of both sexes no less than a in-
tense thinker and debater.
DIOTIMA/ASPASIA

Socrates was famous for saying: “The only thing 
I know is that I don’t know.” But Plato, in Sympo-
sium (199b), reports him as saying that he learned 
“the truth about love” from a clever woman. That 
woman is given the name “Diotima” – and in Sym-
posium Socrates expounds her doctrine.

Scholars have almost universally dismissed Di-
otima as a iction. She is described in the dialogue 
as a priestess or seer (mantis), and she is thought 
at best to be an allegorical igure – one of inspired 
or visionary wisdom who might have initiated a 
thinker such as Socrates into the mysteries of Love. 
But Plato leaves some curiously precise clues about 
the identity of Diotima which have never hitherto 
been elucidated. In my book I present the evidence 
to show that “Diotima” is in fact a thinly-veiled dis-

guise for Aspasia.
Aspasia came from a high-born Athenian family, 

related to that of Pericles, which had settled in the 
Greek city of Miletus in Ionia (Asia Minor) some de-
cades earlier. When she migrated to Athens around 
450 BC she was around the age of 20. At that date 
Socrates too was around 20 years old.

A few years later, Aspasia became attached to 
Pericles, who was then a leading politician in Athens 
– and already twice her age. But a pupil of Aristotle, 
Clearchus, records that “before Aspasia became Peri-
cles’ companion, she was with Socrates”. This its with 
other evidence that Socrates was part of Pericles’s 
circle as a young man. He would undoubtedly have 
become acquainted with Aspasia in that milieu.

Given that he was part of this privileged elite 
in his youth, what impelled Socrates to turn to the 
life of the mind, shun material success and reorient 
philosophical thinking for posterity? No one has 
ever sought to trace the trajectory of the young-
er Socrates, because the biographical sources are 
scattered and fragmentary, and appear to say little 
of interest regarding his thought. But since Socra-
tes was well known in Athens as a philosopher by 
his thirties, the earlier period is where we should 
seek evidence of his change of direction to be-
coming the thinker he was to be. I argue that 
Socrates’ acquaintance with Aspasia provides 
the missing link.

Aspasia was the cleverest and most influen-
tial woman of her day. The partner of Pericles for 
around 15 years, she was widely slandered and 
reviled by the comic playwrights - the tabloid 
journalists of their day - for her influence over 
him. Part of Pericles’s circle of thinkers, artists 
and politicians, she is depicted by Plato, Xenophon 
and others as an admired instructor of eloquence, 
as well as a matchmaker and marriage counsellor.

In Plato’s dialogue Menexenus she is described 
as teaching Socrates how to give a funeral speech 
– just as she had allegedly once taught Pericles. 
She was, in other words, known for her skill in 
speaking and, like “Diotima”, in particular for 

speaking about love.
SOCRATES IN LOVE?

So. Could Socrates and Aspasia have fallen in 
love when they irst met and conversed in their 
twenties? The fact that Plato accords Aspasia con-
siderable intellectual authority over Socrates has 
alarmed generations of scholars, who have largely 
dismissed the scenario in Menexenus as a parody of 
oratorical techniques.

Meanwhile, they have been happy to consider 
Aspasia a “brothel-keeper and prostitute” on the 
strength of citations from comic poets of the day. At 
best, scholars have elevated Aspasia to the status 
of hetaira – a courtesan. But this appellation is not 
once given to her in ancient sources.

If we accept the evidence that Aspasia was, like 
“Diotima”, an authoritative instructor of eloquence 
and an expert on matters of love – rather than a 
common prostitute or even an in luential courte-
san – a striking possibility arises. The notions at-
tributed in Symposium to “Diotima” are central to 
the philosophy as well as to the way of life that Soc-
rates was to espouse.

The doctrine put in the mouth of “Diotima” 
teaches that the physical realm can and should be 
put aside in favour of higher ideals; that the edu-
cation of the soul, not the grati ication of the body, 
is love’s paramount duty; and that the particular 
should be subordinated to the general, the tran-
sient to the permanent, and the worldly to the ideal.

These ideas may be acknowledged as lying at 
the very root of the Western philosophical tradition. If 
so, identifying the ictional “Diotima” as the real Aspasia 
makes for a historically sensational conclusion. In retro-
spect, the identi ication is so obvious that its failure to be 
seen clearly up to now must perhaps be attributed 
to conscious or unconscious prejudices about the 
status and intellectual capacities of women.

The time is ripe to restore the beautiful, dynam-
ic and clever Aspasia to her true status as one of the 
founders of European philosophy.

[the writer is Associate Professor 
in Classics, University of Oxford]

#MeToo isn’t big in Africa. But women have launched their own versions
A  G
theconversation.com
Nearly one and a half years ago when 
Alyssa Milano asked women to click 
MeToo on their social media plat-
forms, the #MeToo movement was 
born. Since then millions of women 
have indicated through social media 
that they too have been victims of 
sexual harassment or assault.

The power of this movement has 
been its ability to show the world 
how pervasive sexual harassment is. 
And it’s had an effect on perpetrators. 
In the ilm industry producers and 
actors such as Harvey Weinstein, Kev-
in Spacey and Bill Cosby all lost their 
jobs.

But is Africa part of this global 
movement against sexual violence? 
In her assessment of transnational 
activism in Africa, author Titilope 
Adayi, indicates that the global di-
mension of #MeToo has centred on 
the involvement of certain countries 
such as the US, the UK, France, India 
and China. There’s been virtually no 
mention of Africa or the Middle East.

But the visibility of #MeToo 
makes it easy to overlook the very 
powerful campaigns against sexual 
violence that go on in Africa. Most are 
happening outside the digital space.

MeToo was actually started by 
an African American women, Tarana 
Burke in 2006 – 11 years before #Me-
Too – to help young women deal with 
sexual harassment. Her campaign 
wasn’t on social media and didn’t 
become global. But it has now been 
tagged on to the digital campaign.

Before #MeToo there was the 
#EndRapeCulture campaign which 
was started in South Africa in 2016 
by African women students. The #En-
dRapeCulture campaign was pow-
erful enough to force universities in 

South Africa to appoint task teams 
to deal with the pervasive normalisa-
tion of sexual violence on campuses. 
But #EndRapeCulture didn’t become 
a global movement, even though it 
combined direct action (topless pro-
tests) with the digital campaign.

So why didn’t the #MeToo make 
big inroads into Africa?

THE RESPONSE OF AFRICAN 
WOMEN

One of the reasons for the lack 
of uptake is related to the racial na-
ture of the campaign. It was started 
by white, wealthy women in the ilm 
industry in the US who had access to 
digital platforms.

Another reason #MeToo wasn’t 
that big in Africa is because of the 
very strong patriarchal culture in 
which women fear being stigmatised 
when they speak out about sexual ha-
rassment or assault. The very visibil-
ity of this kind of action makes them 
more vulnerable. Women are also 
afraid that their families may ind out 
about the abuse. Women are there-
fore silenced by “cultures of respect-
ability”.

And in many countries women are 
quite aware that the law won’t protect 
them. In a range of countries, includ-
ing South Africa and Zimbabwe, sec-
ondary victimisation of survivors is 
rife in male dominated courts, where 
conviction rates for rape are on aver-
age below 10%.

But women in many African coun-
tries have staged street protests. This 
enables them to avoid individualised 
attention, but nevertheless makes 
their causes visible. 

In Kenya women started #MyDres-
sismyChoice protests in the streets of 
Nairobi after a woman was assaulted 
at a bus stop for wearing a miniskirt. 
In Senegal two young women started 

“#Nopiwouma” to challenge Senegal’s 
silence on gender based violence. It 
means “I will not shut up” in Wolof. 
The campaign #Doyna, also in Sene-
gal means “that’s enough”.

A consequence of not wanting to 
speak out about sexual harassment is 
that high pro ile men get away with 
this behaviour, and even when wom-
en speak out there may still be no 
consequences.

South Africa has a very high in-
cidence of gender based violence. A 
recent example involved the former 
deputy minister of education Mdu-
duzi Manana, who beat up two wom-
en in a nightclub. He resigned from 
his job, and was eventually forced to 
relinquish his parliamentary seat, but 
it took a very long time.

In Uganda, MP Sylvia Rwabwogo 
iled a complaint against a man who 

had stalked her for eight months. 
He was eventually sentenced to two 
years in prison but she was strong-
ly criticised by Ugandans who ex-
pressed their sympathy for the “en-
amoured” student.

Organisations such as the African 
Union (AU) have also failed women 
when it comes to sexual assault. In 
January 2018, women staffers ap-
pealed to senior of icials to end ha-
rassment in the AU. The matter was 

only dealt with after it reached the 
media. The AU’s limp-wristed re-
sponse was to say that vulnerable 
young interns and volunteers hoping 
for permanent work were targeted, 
but that it could do little to protect 
them.

African novelist and ilm maker, 
Tsitsi Dangarembga, from Zimbabwe 
laments that #MeToo has not reached 
Zimbabwe were sexual harassment is 
also rife. She herself was in an abusive 
relationship for nearly eight years.

In South Africa women started 
another campaign, #MenareTrash, to 
challenge men to speak out about the 
epidemic of violence against women, 
especially intimate femicide by men 
killing their partners. There was a big 
push back by men against the cam-
paign because some felt they were all 
being stigmatised.

This doesn’t appear to be a prob-
lem con ined to South Africa. Globally 
men have problems showing solidarity 
with women speaking out against sexual 
harassment, assault and rape. This was 
clearly evident in Brett Kavanaugh’s case 
in the US. Accused of attempted rape, he 
went on to be con irmed as a judge of the 
US Supreme Court.

[the writer is Professor of Politi-
cal Science and SARChi Chair in Gen-
der Politics, Stellenbosch University]
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DoNER minister dedicates two key Northeast roads
N  D , M  9 
(PTI): Union minister for 
Development of North 
Eastern Region Jitendra 
Singh on Saturday dedicat-
ed to the people two vital 
roads improving connec-
tivity between Assam and 
Arunachal Pradesh and As-
sam and Meghalaya.

The 17.47-km-long 
D o i m u k h - H a r m u t i 
road linking Arunachal 
Pradesh with Assam 
and the 1.66-km-long 
Tura-Mankachar road 
linking Meghalaya with 
Assam were inaugu-
rated by Singh through 
video conferencing at a 
function here, an of icial 
statement said.

Speaking on the occa-
sion, the Union minister 
said the inauguration of 
the two roads marks a 
reiteration of the govern-
ment’s commitment to 
the development of the 
North-Eastern Region.

“The Northeast has 
undergone a revolution-
ary transformation in the 
last ive years under the 
dynamic leadership of 
Prime Minister Narendra 

Modi,” he said.
The prime minister 

has paid several visits to 
the Northeast demon-
strating his indulgence 
towards the region, 
Singh said.

Pointing out that the 
Northeast faced a unique 
challenge as the region 
lacked intra-regional 
connectivity compared 
to connectivity with the 
rest of the country, he 
said the inter-state con-
nectivity in the North-
east suffered on account 

of negligence.
The Union govern-

ment has given focus to 
revival of such “orphan 
roads”, he said.

Singh said due to the 
intervention of the cen-
tral government, there 
has been a visible trans-
formation in rail, road 
and air connectivity in 
the Northeast.

Two Northeastern 
states - Arunachal Pradesh 
and Meghalaya - have been 
brought on the rail map.

Besides, the longest 

rail-cum-road bridge on 
the Brahmaputra river at 
Bogibeel, was inaugurat-
ed last year on December 
25 and a new green ield 
airport at Pakyong, Sik-
kim’s irst, was inaugu-
rated on September 24 
last year. It was built at a 
cost of Rs 553.5 crore.

Singh said improved 
connectivity and infra-
structure has removed 
bottlenecks in the de-
velopment process, 
giving boost to the 
region’s economy and 

promoting industry.
The improved infra-

structure will lead to job 
creation, which in turn 
is expected to arrest 
migration of the youth, 
he added.

The Doimukh-Harmu-
ti interstate road has been 
constructed under the North 
East Road Sector Develop-
ment Scheme (NERSDS) at a 
cost of Rs 58.25 crore.

The length of the road 
in Assam is 7.87 km and 
the remaining 9.60 km is 
in Arunachal Pradesh.

The Tura-Mankachar 
Road is the irst road 
which has been complet-
ed under the NERSDS.

This road has also 
been funded by North 
Eastern Council at a cost of 
Rs 4.71 crore. It provides 
an alternative connectivity 
to Tura and will immense-
ly bene it the people resid-
ing in the West Garo Hills 
district of Meghalaya.

Both the roads are 
designed as two lane car-
riage ways to cater the 
traf ic load of 10 MSA 
(Million Standard Axles), 
the statement said.

IIT KGP students devise solution 
to detect fake notes at SIH’19

K , M  9 (PTI): 
Students from IIT 
Kharagpur have devised 
unique solutions ranging 
from detectingcounterfeit 
currency to nuclear radi-
ation tracking through 
wearable sesors at the 
recently concluded na-
tionwide competition, 
Smart India Hackathon 
2019.

A group of six stu-
dents from the Dept. of 
Computer Science and 
Engineering IIT Kharag-
pur have developed a 
code for a smartphone 
application to address 
the problem of detecting 
fake Indian currency.

An IIT KGP statement 
said Friday, the students 
have developed an image 
processing application-
which can detect coun-
terfeit currency.

The application, 
which can be installed 
on smartphones, can be 
used by peopleat various 
touch points thus reduc-
ing chances of fraud.

The six students 

who developed the code 
are T.Y.S.S. Santosh,-
Satish Kumar Reddy, Vi-
pul Tomar, Sai Krishna, 
Drishti Tulsi and D V Sai 
Surya.

Group leader T.Y.S.S 
Santosh said, “a user 
can upload a currency 
note image and the mo-
bile app would verify its 
authenticity using 25 
features extracted from 
the front and rear side 
of the currency note. In 
case of detection of a 
fake note, the user will 
also be notified of the 
failure checkpoints.”

In another innova-
tive project, students 
addressed the issue oft-
he occupational hazard 
of people working in 
the domain of a nucle-
ar-powered device, the 
statement said.

The six-member 
team was asked to de-
velop a solutionfor vi-
sualising and localising 
a 3D radiation source 
along with its size, 
shape and direction.

“This solution is well 
suited to occupational 
workers carrying wear-
able sensors detecting 
radiation dose data. The 
sensors can pinpoint 
the location of radiation 
leaks in nuclear plants 
and refineries.

“The solution can 
also find application in 
medical radiation ther-
apy or radiotherapy as 
part of cancer treatment 
to control or kill malig-
nant cancer cells,” Lak-
shay Bansal, leader of the 
six-member team said.

The team from IIT 
Kharagpur to devise solu-
tions to nuclear radia-
tion tracking comprised 
Lakshay Bansal, Ch V Sai 
Praveen, Aditi Kambli, Ra-
jshekhar Singhania, Ayush 
Mohanty and Kaustubh 
Agrawal.

The students won 
some of the top prizes in 
the grand finale of SIH 2019 
held on March 2 and 3 at IIT 
KGP, one of the nodal centres 
of the SIH 2019 edition, 
the statement said.

Jagdish Mukhi sworn in as Governor of Mizoram

A , M  9 (PTI): 
Jagdish Mukhi was on 
Saturday sworn-in as the 
Governor of Mizoram at a 
simple function at the Raj 
Bhavan here.

Gauhati High Court 
judge, Justice Nelson 
Sailo administered the 
oath of of ice to Mukhi.

Mukhi is also the Gov-
ernor of Assam.

He succeeded Kum-
manam Rajasekharan as 

the governor of Mizoram 
as the latter resigned on 
Thursday and his resig-
nation was accepted by 
the President Ram Nath 
Kovind who appointed 
Mukhi to take additional 
charge of Mizoram.

After taking charge 
of Mizoram Governor, 
Mukhi said he would 
administer the oath of 
of ice to C Lalsawta as 
chairman of the irst Lo-

kayukta on Monday at 
Aizawl Raj Bhavan.

Lalsawta, a retired 
IAS of icer was recently 
appointed as chairman 
of the newly-constituted 
Lokayukta in Mizoram on 
February 28.

Mukhi would deliver 
his customary guber-
natorial address in the 
Mizoram Assembly on 
Tuesday, the irst day of 
the Budget session.

Meghalaya CM calls for 
investment in piggery

Meghalaya gets its irst 
modern abattoir in Mawiong

S , M  9 (PTI): 
Meghalaya Chief Minis-
ter Conrad K Sangma has 
called for investment in 
piggery in the state as 
there is a huge demand 
for pork in the North East 
region.

“The total consump-
tion of pork in the North 
East is 3.1 lakh metric 
tonne and the supply is 
only 1.2 metric tonne.

So there is a de icit 
of about 1.9 lakh metric 
tonne of pork,” he said, 
while addressing a stake 
holders workshop on 
Piggery and poultry val-
ue chain on Friday.

The chief minister 
said there is an opportu-
nity for our farmers, to 
ill the de icit in the sup-

ply chain.
“Investing in piggery 

will greatly improve the 
livelihood options of the 
1.62 lakh farming house-
holds directly engaged in 
rearing pigs in the state,” 
he said.

Stating that promo-
tion of nano and mi-
cro enterprises is a key 
strategy for employment 
generation and fostering 

growth, the chief minis-
ter said the state govern-
ment is working to set up 
an ecosystem that will 
provide the whole range 
of services needed by as-
piring entrepreneurs.

“We understand that 
access to credit is a fun-
damental challenge in 
the state and we are in 
the process of setting up 
a fund for promotion of 
livelihoods and nano en-
terprises with a corpus 
of Rs 10 crore. The fund 
will provide both small 
grants and soft loans 
thus enabling entrepre-
neurs to access larger 
sums from the formal 
banking system,” he said.

The chief minister 
also told the gathering 
that Smart village project 
is another new initiative 
that has been approved 
by the government.

He said the govern-
ment will sign an MoU 
with the University of 
Berkley, California to pro-
vide technology support 
for developing Smart Vil-
lages in the state and has 
proposed an allocation 
Rs 11 crore for the same.

S , M  9 (PTI): 
Meghalaya Saturday got 
its irst modern abattoir 
built at a cost of 21.67 
crore at Mawiong near 
here.

Sanctioned in 2010 
by the National Agricul-
tural Bank for Rural De-
velopment (NABARD), 
the abattoir has a capac-
ity of slaughtering 240 
cattle, 240 pigs and 160 
goats a day, Veterinary 
Department director C 
Shylla said.

In his inaugural ad-

dress, Deputy Chief Min-
ister Prestone Tynsong 
said the people in the city 
will now get quality and 
hygienic meat from the 
abbatoir as the meat will 
pass through stringent 
quality checks by veteri-
narians.

He said that the 
slaughterhouse is 
equipped with ef luent 
treatment plant for sci-
enti ically managing the 
solid and liquid waste 
emanating from it.

Tynsong also said 

the demand for meat in 
Meghalaya remains very 
high throughout the year 
which has prompted 
many people to take up 
livestock rearing as a full-
time occupation.

Members of the Khasi 
Jaintia Butchers Welfare 
Association were provid-
ed with an orientation 
and training programme 
to work in the improved 
hygienic environment of 
the new facility, an of i-
cial of the veterinary de-
partment said.

Rahul Gandhi to address public 
rally in Malda on March 23

Kolkata, Mar 9 (PTI): 
Congress president Ra-
hul Gandhi is set to ad-
dress a public rally in 
Malda district of West 
Bengal on March 23, as 
part of the party’s Lok 
Sabha election campaign 
in the state.

According to a senior 
state Congress leader, the 
rally is aimed at boosting the 
morale of party workers.

“Malda has been our 
stronghold, and we hope 
Rahulji’s presence in the 
district on March 23 will 

encourage party workers 
to carry out the election 
work with zeal,” he said.

The Congress lead-
er also said the party 
wanted to send out a 
strong message to Mal-
da (North) MP Mausam 
Benazir Noor, who re-
cently defected to the 
Trinamool Congress.

The district has been 
a Congress bastion for 
several decades. In the 
last few years, however, 
the party lost much of its 
ground to the Trinamool 

Congress (TMC), follow-
ing several defections.

Noor, the niece of one 
of the tallest leaders of 
the Congress, ABA Ghani 
Khan Chowdhury, joined 
the TMC in January, con-
tending that it was the 
only party that can rise 
against the BJP in West 
Bengal.

The Congress had 
won four seats in the 
last Lok Sabha elections 
-- Malda (north), Malda 
(south), Baharampur and 
Jangipur.

Mizoram Cabinet approves 
Liquor Prohibition Bill

A , M  9 (PTI): 
The Mizoram Cabinet has 
approved the proposed 
liquor prohibition bill in 
the state, of icials said 
Saturday.

The Cabinet meeting 
chaired by Chief Minister 
Zoramthanga on Friday 
approved the Mizoram 
Liquor Prohibition Bill, 
2019, the of icial said.

The bill would be in-

troduced in the state As-
sembly during the Bud-
get session starting from 
March 20, the of icial 
added.

The ruling Mizo Na-
tional Front (MNF) had 
promised during the 
state Assembly election 
in November last year 
that if voted to power it 
would ensure total pro-
hibition in the northeast 

state.
There was total pro-

hibition in Mizoram from 
1997 till January 2015 
with the Mizoram Liquor 
Total Prohibition Act in 
force in the state.

The previous Con-
gress government of 
Lal Thanhawla allowed 
opening of wine shops 
in the state from March 
2015.

Mizoram cabinet clears bill for 
bene it of bona ide citizens

Aizawl, Mar 9 (PTI): The 
Mizoram cabinet has ap-
proved a bill, which seeks 
to ensure only “bona ide 
Indian citizens” living 
in the state receive the 
bene its of government 
schemes, an of icial said 
Sunday.

The Mizoram Main-
tenance of Household 
Registration Bill, 2019 
entails that a record of 
families, eligible for gov-
ernment schemes, will 
have to be maintained by 
the state.

“If enacted, the legis-
lation will safeguard the 
interests of the Indian 
citizens by identifying 
illegal immigrants,” he 
said, adding that the the 
bill will be introduced in 
the Assembly during the 
interim Budget session, 
which is set to commence 
on Tuesday.

The cabinet also not-
ed on Friday that land 
settlement certi icates 
were being issued to pri-
vate parties, who are oc-
cupying plots in Aizawl 
that were originally al-
loted to the Assam Ri les, 
the of icial said.

The Ministry of Home 
Affairs has recently di-
rected the Assam Ri-
les to shift its battalion 

headquarters from the 
heart of Aizawl to Zokha-
wsang, 15km away.

“The cabinet mem-
bers, during Friday’s 
meeting, decided that 
the land settlement cer-
ti icates issued to private 
parties will be cancelled 
as per law. The state gov-
ernment will utilize the 
land vacated by the As-
sam Ri les after May 31,” 
the of icial added.

Chennai City triumph in I-League 
in another last-day title race

C , M  9 
(PTI): Refusing to be 
dwarfed by uncertain-
ty around its future, the 
2018-19 I-League twist-
ed this way and that 
before Chennai City tri-
umphed here Saturday 
in the manner be itting 
their dominant cam-
paign, fulcrum of which 
was a sustained posses-
sion-based football.

Chennai City came 
from behind and got the 
better of Minerva Punjab 
3-1 on the inal day of the 
league. Chasing the lead-
ers, travellers East Ben-

gal inished second after 
beating Gokulam Kerala 
FC 2-1 in Kozhikode.

At the Jawaharlal 
Nehru Stadium here, 
Roland Bilala had 
handed Minerva Pun-
jab a shock lead in the 
third minute. But Pe-
dro Manzi, one part of 
a deadly triumvirate 
that served Chennai 
City with distinction 
through their third sea-
son, converted from the 
spot to draw parity.

Gaurav Bora’s brace 
(69’ and 90+3’) then 
sealed the title for the 

Akbar Nawas-coached 
side.

Chennai City ended 
on top of the league table 
with 43 points, one more 
than East Bengal who 
inished second in yet an-

other photo inish. East 
Bengal’s bid to end their 
15-year-old wait for 
the top-flight title con-
tinued even after they 
won their game against 
Gokulam Kerala.

Manzi inished as the 
joint top-scorer of the 
league alongside Willis 
Plaza of Churchill Broth-
ers with 21 goals.
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Mary Kom ends unbeaten 
in German training trip

N  D , M  7 (PTI): 
Six-time world champion 
M C Mary Kom remained 
undefeated on her re-
turn to the 51kg catego-
ry, winning all her three 
bouts during a training 
trip to Berlin, Germany.

Mary Kom, who 
claimed her sixth world 
title in November last 
year is making a transi-
tion from the 48kg cate-
gory to 51kg in pursuit of 
a second Olympic medal.

The 48kg category is not 
part of the Olympic roster. Her 
2012 Olympic bronze medal 
came in the 51kg division.

In Berlin, Mary Kom 
defeated Ukraine’s Daria 
Sierhieieva Germany’s 
Ursula Gottlob and Nor-
way’s Veronica Losvik for 
a con ident start to the 
season. All her victories 
were unanimous 5-0 tri-
umphs. She would be re-
turning to the country on 
Saturday morning.

“It is never as easy as 
the score-line suggests. 
But I am feeling good 
about my body and also 
very con ident about my 
abilities. Let’s see how 
it goes from here,” Mary 
Kom told PTI from Berlin.

The 36-year-old Ma-
nipuri credited her coach 
Chhote Lal Yadav, who is 
also an assistant coach in 
the national camp, for the 
success she has enjoyed.

“He keeps me on my 
toes and his inputs are valu-

able to my training,” she 
said. The mother-of-three 
enjoyed a stellar 2018, 
winning gold medals at the 
Commonwealth Games, 
the India Open, the world 
championships and a 
tournament in Poland.

Dependency on someone to go to school acts as biggest disabler for girls: Study
N  D , M  8 (PTI): Dependen-
cy on someone to go to school acts as 
the biggest disabler for girls and 90 
per cent of girl children are impact-
ed by it in four states of Haryana, 
Bihar, Gujarat and Andhra Pradesh, 
a study has found. On International 
Women’s Day, the Child Rights and 
You (CRY) released a study that fo-
cuses on the enablers and disablers 
that signi icantly impact access and 
continuation of girls’ education.

It also explores the role of incen-
tive schemes for boosting girl child 
education in India.

The study found that dependen-
cy on someone to go to school is the 
biggest disabler for girls in attending 
educational institutions and 90 per 
cent of girls are impacted by it.

“Frequent absenteeism (29 per 
cent) and discomfort in absence of 
female teacher (18 per cent) were 
identi ied as some of the other dis-
abling factors that are often inter-
linked with the drop out of girl chil-
dren,” it stated.

Delving deep into the reasons 
behind frequent absenteeism from 
school, frequent illness (52 per cent) 
and being engaged in household 
chores (46 per cent) surfaced as the 
biggest deterrents across the four 
states, according to the study.

Also, infrastructural issues like 
poor roads and unavailability of 
transport to schools were highlight-
ed as some of the top reasons for 
girls to miss education. Girls in Guja-

rat and Andhra Pradesh mentioned 
about the distance and cost of trans-
portation as some of the main rea-
sons to miss school, the study stated.

In Haryana, Andhra Pradesh and 
Gujarat, menstruation emerged as 
another important reason for miss-
ing school, which highlights the vital 
need for improved infrastructure 
and amenities in school

“Though 87 per cent of schools 
reported to have separate toilets for 
girls, not all of them were found to 
have running water and hand wash 
facilities,” the study stated. Using 
both qualitative and quantitative 

research methods, the study was 
conducted with more than 3,000 in-
terviewees from 1,604 households 
across the four states.

Among the enablers, self motiva-
tion to go to school (88 per cent) and 
inspiration from family (87 per cent) 
were the most sought after motivating 
factors for girls to go to school.

“No resistance from family (94 per 
cent) and community (95 per cent) 
were also reported as some of the 
prominent encouraging reasons by 
majority of school going girls, while 70 
per cent of school going girls claimed 
to have received government incen-

tives and/or bene its in the school,” 
the study stated. However, while ana-
lysing the most prevalent factors like-
ly to hinder girl child education, the 
most spontaneous responses from the 
parents highlighted requirement of 
female labour within the household, 
indicating discontinuation of studies 
for the girl child.

The interesting aspect is that 
when both the spontaneous and the 
aided responses are combined, mar-
riage of girls (66 per cent) emerged 
as the chief factor that hinders girls’ 
education, followed by household 
chores (65 per cent) and cost of edu-

cation (62 per cent), the study found.
Amongst the underlying causes, 

elopement/love affairs followed by 
caring for siblings, predetermined 
gender roles and physical insecuri-
ty of girls were some of the top re-
sponses in this area, it said.

Besides assessing different factors 
impacting girl child education, the 
study also evaluates the effectiveness 
of 21 government education incentiv-
isation schemes, of which 12 are mon-
etary and the rest provide non-mone-
tary incentives. Despite a large num-
ber of schemes being implemented, 
the analysis reveals that 40 per cent 
of parents across the four states were 
unaware of the schemes.

“This indicates that though a 
number of government schemes are 
available for promoting girl child 
education, their bene its are yet to 
reach and touch the lives of girls due 
to lack of awareness and knowledge 
about the schemes,” said Puja Mar-
waha, the CEO of CRY.

“For increased utilisation of in-
centive schemes, there must be 
better implementation to ensure 
timely provision of scheme bene its. 
It is also required to address the dis-
ablers through policy provisioning, 
which include safe and frequent 
transport facilities; provision of en-
titlements under the RTE; investing 
in social behaviour change and com-
munication to enhance status of girl 
child, and universalising cr che facil-
ities,” she added.

India off to 
good start at 
boxing tourney 
in Finland
N  D , M  8 
(PTI): Indian boxer 
Dinesh Dagar (69kg) up-
staged former Olympic 
bronze-medallist Eval-
das Petrauskas to enter 
the quarter inals of the 
38th International Gee-
Bee Tournament in Hel-
sinki, Finland.

India were assured of 
two medals at the event 
after draws came out 
with Asian Champion-
ships silver-medallist Su-
mit Sangwan (91kg) and 
rookie Govind Sahani 
(49kg) getting byes into 
the semi inals.

In the opening-round 
bouts held on Thursday 
evening, the 23-year-old 
Dagar, a silver-medal-
list from last year’s In-
dia Open, prevailed 3-2 
against Petrauskas.

It was a big victory for 
Dagar as the Lithuanian 
is also a former Youth 
Olympics gold-medallist 
and a bronze-winner 
at the 2017 European 
Championships.

However, the cam-
paign ended early for 
Ankit Khatana (64kg). 
Khatana lost 0-5 to En-
gland’s Luke McCormack 
in the opening round.

Close to 100 boxers 
from 15 nations are com-
peting in this European 
calendar event.

The participating 
countries include Aus-
tralia, Canada, England, 
France, Kazakhstan, Kyr-
gyzstan, Russia, and the 
United States of America 
among others.

Saina’s run ends with loss to 
Tai Tzu Ying at All England

B , M  8 (PTI): Saina 
Nehwal’s dismal run against nem-
esis Tai Tzu-Ying continued as she 
suffered yet another defeat against 
the Taiwanese to crash out of the 
USD 1 million All England Champi-
onship, here Friday.

A former finalist, Saina 
couldn’t find answers to the de-
ceptive strokeplay of the World 
No 1 Taiwanese, going down 15-
21 19-21 in the 37-minute quar-
ter inal clash.

Saina is now 5-15 in Head-to-
Head career record with Tzu-Ying 
and it was her 13th straight defeat 
against the Taiwanese, who has 
not lost to the Indian since 2015.

Tzu-Ying, who had retired at 

the Hong Kong Open last year due 
to a waist injury, seemed to have 
recovered well as she went about 
her job with consummate ease at 
the Arena Birmingham.

Tzu-Ying’s arsenal of strokes 
was in full display as she rushed 
to a 11-3 lead. Saina produced two 
superb drops and won nine of the 
next 12 points to narrow the equa-
tion to 12-14.

Tzu-Ying then came out with 
a flurry of her magical strokes 
to move to 20-13 and sealed it 
comfortably.

In the second game, Saina en-
joyed a ive-point cushion at 8-3 
in the second game after husband 
Parupalli Kashyap pleaded her to 

play disciplined badminton.
Some exceptional strokes 

helped the Taiwanese to gather 
a few points but Saina ensured a 
11-8 advantage at the interval.

The Indian tried to keep Tzu-
Ying at the backline with her deep 
tosses but fatigue, perhaps due to 
the bout of diarrhea ahead of the 
event, affected her.

Tzu-Ying’s deceptive strokes 
often left Saina wrong-footed as 
she moved ahead of the Indian 
to 17-15.

Saina made it 19-19 with a suc-
cessful line call. But two precise 
returns on the Indian’s back-
hand ended the match in the 
Taiwanese favour.

Swapna gets 
customised 
shoes for her 
12-toed feet
N  D , M  8 
(PTI): Asian Games 
gold-medallist Indian 
heptathlete Swapna Bur-
man has received a pair 
of customised shoes to 
it her 12-toed feet.

German global 
sportswear compa-
ny Adidas created and 
delivered customised 
footwear for Swapna, 
who has been struggled 
to fit in her feet into 
regular shoes.

“I’m so excited to i-
nally have these pairs. 
I have already started 
training in these and I 
know from here on I can 
focus entirely on improv-
ing my performances 
without worrying about 
any pain,” Swapna said.

“The journey from 
here should get easier. I 
would like to thank the 
adidas team in India and 
at the Athlete Services 
Lab for helping me with 
this solution.

“I shall continue to 
work hard and keep 
moving towards my goal 
of winning honours for 
the country.”

Adidas took Swapna 
to their Athlete Services 
Lab in Herzogenaurach, 
Germany for a detailed 
footwear analysis.

“Taking into con-
sideration the unique 
task we had at hand, we 
at adidas are proud to 
provide Swapna with 
unique pairs that shall 
help her across the seven 
different disciplines of 
Heptathlon,” said Sharad 
Singla, Director - Brand 
Marketing, adidas India.

Apart from Swapna, 
adidas recently signed 
athletes Hima Das and 
Nikhat Zareen amongst 
others to use sports as 
a catalyst to bring pos-
itive change.

Women with children under six 
make up about 10.2 per cent 
of managers in India: Report

YOSHITA SINGH
U  N , M  
8 (PTI): Women are 
still under-represented 
at the top positions and 
face “motherhood wage 
penalty” globally, accord-
ing to a UN report which 
said in India only about 
10 per cent of managers 
with children under six 
years of age are women 
as compared to nearly 
90 per cent of their male 
counterparts.

As the world marked 
International Women’s 
Day, the report titled ‘A 
Quantum leap for gender 
equality: For a better fu-
ture of work for all’ by In-
ternational Labour Orga-
nization (ILO) said wom-
en’s job opportunities 
have barely improved 
since the early 1990s.

“Women are still un-
der-represented at the 
top, a situation that has 
changed very little in the 
last 30 years, according 
to the report.

“This is despite that 
fact that they are likely to 
be better educated than 
their male counterparts 
education is not the main 
reason for lower employ-
ment rates and lower 
pay of women, but rather 
that women do not re-
ceive the same dividends 
for education as men.”

There is also a ‘moth-
erhood leadership pen-
alty’: only 25 per cent of 
managers with children 
under six years of age are 
women. Women’s share 
rises to 31 per cent for 
managers without young 
children, the report said.

In India, women 
make up about 10.2 per 
cent of managers with 
children under the age 
of six and 16.3 per cent 
with no children. In con-
trast, 89.8 per cent man-
agers with children un-
der six years of age are 
men while this percent-
age is 83.7 for men with 
no children.

“A number of factors 
are blocking equality in 
employment, and the one 
playing the largest role 
is caregiving,” said Man-
uela Tomei, Director, ILO 
Conditions of Work and 
Equality Department.

“In the last 20 years, 
the amount of time wom-
en spent on unpaid care 
and domestic work has 
hardly fallen, and men’s 
has increased by just 
eight minutes a day. At 
this pace of change it 
will take more than 200 
years to achieve equal-
ity in time spent in un-
paid care work.

UN labour experts 
warned that female 
workers are still penal-
ized for having children 
and looking after them.

According to the ILO’s 
indings, women’s pay is 

20 per cent lower than 
men’s, as a global aver-
age. This discrepancy is 
linked to a career-long 
motherhood wage penal-
ty , which contrasts with 
the fact that fathers enjoy 
a wage premium .

The ILO said that a 
“quantum leap” is needed 
to make progress, includ-
ing by changing policies 
that would ensure equal 
opportunities, the right 
to be free from discrim-
ination, violence and ha-
rassment, and equal pay 
for work of equal value.

The ILO report found 
that 1.3 billion women 
were in work in 2018, 
compared with two bil-
lion men a less than two 
per cent improvement in 
the last 27 years.

‘Glass ceiling’ con-
cerns over the lack of 
upward mobility at work 
also persist, given that 
fewer than one third of 
managers are women.

Worryingly, between 
2005 and 2015, there 
was also a 38 per cent 
increase in the number 
of working women who 
did not have young chil-
dren, compared to those 
who had. This is despite 
an ILO-Gallup 2017 
global report which 
found that 70 per cent 
of women prefer work-
ing rather than staying 
at home something men 
largely agree with, the 
organization noted.

“A number of factors 
are blocking equality in 
employment, and the 
one playing the larg-
est role is caregiving,” 
Tomei said. “In the last 

20 years, the amount 
of time women spent 
on unpaid care and do-
mestic work has hardly 
fallen,” she said, while 
men’s participation has 
increased “by just eight 
minutes a day. At this 
pace of change it will 
take more than 200 
years to achieve equal-
ity in time spent in un-
paid care work”.

In 2018, according 
to the report, women 
were more likely to 
work in low-skilled 
occupations and face 
worse employment con-
ditions than men.

Women are also 
“more exposed” to in-
formal jobs lacking so-
cial protection in more 
than 90 per cent of 
sub-Saharan countries, 
89 per cent of Southern 
Asian States and almost 
75 per cent of Latin 
American nations.

“Women are also 
often found in occupa-
tions that are the most 
vulnerable such as in 
domestic, home-based 
or contributing to fami-
ly work, the ILO report 
notes.

In terms of solutions 
that can help create a 
better future of work 
for women, the report 
calls for a quantum 
leap of transformative 
policy choices.

These include cre-
ating or reviewing laws 
to establish equal rights 
for all sexes in the world 
of work, and repealing 
bans on women enter-
ing certain professions, 
or from working at night 
or underground.

Efforts are also need-
ed to create time to care 
, the ILO report stresses, 
explaining that greater 
time sovereignty is need-
ed to allow workers to 
exercise more choice and 
control over their work-
ing hours.

Those with families 
would benefit particu-
larly, it explains, while 
Tomei added that when 
men share unpaid care 
work more equally, 
more women are found 
in managerial posi-
tions as well.
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EU makes counter-offer as Brexit pressure rises
B , M  8 (AFP): 
The EU’s chief Brexit ne-
gotiator Michel Barnier 
on Friday proposed that 
Britain could leave the 
bloc’s customs union af-
ter the divorce though 
the offer would not in-
clude Northern Ireland 
which will anger London.

The last minute-bid 
by Barnier comes just 
days before British Par-
liament is due to vote on 
a withdrawal deal agreed 
between the two sides, 
in which the fate of the 
Irish border is seen as a 
key issue.

“The EU commits to 
give UK the option to exit 
the single customs terri-
tory unilaterally,” Barni-
er said on Twitter after a 
meeting with the ambas-
sadors of the remaining 
27 EU states.

However, “the other 
elements of the back-
stop must be maintained 
to avoid a hard border,” 

said Barnier, in reference 
to alignment between 
Northern Ireland and the 
EU-member republic.

Both the EU and Great 
Britain want to prevent a 
“hard border” that would 
bring controls between 
the British province of 
Northern Ireland and 
EU-member Ireland af-
ter the Brexit.

Without a solution 
in a future arrangement, 
the current deal agrees 
to keep the UK in a cus-
toms union with the EU 
until a better answer can 
be found.

But supporters of 
Brexit fear that Britain 
would then be trapped 
permanently in the EU, 
and have refused to back 

the deal.
The counter-offer 

will almost certainly be 
refused or ignored by 
the government of Prime 
Minister Theresa May, 
which depends on union-
ist MPs from Northern 
Ireland for its majority.

Putting a post-Brexit 
border in the Irish Sea 
is a strong red line that 

May’s government has 
refused to concede.

Barnier’s proposal 
“aims to counter argu-
ments from the British 
who say they want to 
trap the UK in a customs 
union”, a European diplo-
mat told AFP.

But it risks “making 
Theresa May very angry”, 
he added, because it goes 
back to an earlier version 
of the “backstop”, limit-
ed to Northern Ireland, 
which May insisted the 
EU abandon.

The British parlia-
ment is set to vote Tues-
day on May’s existing 
deal with Brussels after 
rejecting it by a historic 
margin in January.

The last-gasp negoti-
ations between UK and 
EU envoys ended in ac-
rimony on Wednesday 
and May still lacks the 
assurances she has been 
after to get her deal ap-
proved by MPs.

Indian diamond billionaire Nirav Modi tracked 
down to swanky London apartment: report 

L , M  9 (PTI): 
Fugitive diamantaire 
Nirav Modi, wanted in In-
dia in the Rs 13,500 crore 
PNB fraud case, has been 
discovered living open-
ly in a swanky 8-million 
pound apartment in Lon-
don’s West End and is 
running a new diamond 
business just yards away, 
a UK media report said 
on Saturday.

Modi, 48, was tracked 
down to a three-bedroom 
lat occupying half of a 

floor of the landmark 
Centre Point tower 
block of luxury apart-
ments, where rent is 
estimated to be around 
17,000 pounds a month, 
‘The Daily Telegraph’ re-
ported.

The Indian High 
Commission in London 
had con irmed in Au-
gust 2018 that India had 
handed in the extradition 
request documents 
for Modi, which have 
been under consider-
ation by the UK govern-
ment since then.

The UK Home Of ice 
on Saturday refused to 
comment on “individu-
al cases” and indicated 
that any extradition pro-
ceedings can go ahead 
only after an extradi-
tion warrant has been 
issued for the arrest of 
the accused, as was the 
case with liquor baron 
Vijay Mallya.

The 63-year-old for-
mer Kingfisher Airlines 
boss, wanted for fraud 
and money laundering 
charges in India, had 
surrendered to Scot-
land Yard following such 
a warrant in April 2017 
and is now undergoing 

an appeal process against 
his extradition order by 
UK home secretary Sajid 
Javid.

The revelation of Mo-
di’s whereabouts in Lon-
don comes a day after 
his 30,000 sq ft seaside 
mansion at Kihim beach 
in Maharashtra was de-
molished by authorities 
using explosives.

Despite his bank ac-
counts being frozen by 
the Indian authorities 
and an Interpol red no-
tice being issued for his 
arrest, Modi, a diamond 
jeweller whose designs 
have been worn by Hol-
lywood stars, is now re-
portedly involved in a 
new diamond business 
based in London.

In a video posted by 
the newspaper, a “plump-
er” Modi can be seen 
sporting a handle-bar 
moustache and wearing 
an Ostrich Hide jacket, 
estimated to cost 10,000 
pounds.

On being accosted 
by reporters and ques-
tioned on various issues, 
including whether he 
had applied for political 
asylum in Britain and 
what he had to say after 
the charges against him, 
Modi responded to a vol-
ley of queries with a curt: 
“No comment”.

According to the re-
port, the fugitive busi-
nessman has been given 
a National Insurance 
number by the UK’s De-
partment for Work and 
Pensions (DWP) in or-
der to be able to legally 
work in Britain and has 
also been able to oper-
ate online bank accounts 
in the country.

Modi is the subject 
of an Interpol red notice 
since July last year, which 
is a request to locate and 
arrest a wanted individ-
ual pending extradition 
proceedings.

However, if Modi has 
applied for political asy-
lum in the UK, that pro-
cess may hamper any 
arrest until his asylum 
application is considered 
by the UK Home Of ice.

“It is much harder 
to succeed in an asylum 
claim from a constitu-
tional democracy like 
India. However, if there 
was evidence of an un-
fair trial, a person’s claim 
might succeed,” said 
Mark Symes, a senior im-
migration barrister who 
has represented another 
wealthy Indian national 
in the past who was re-
fused asylum by the UK 
Home Of ice but won the 
claim before an indepen-
dent judge on appeal.

“Generally speaking, 
a person needs to prove 
they face persecution 
rather than prosecution. 
So, a legitimate prosecu-
tion that leads to a lawful 
conviction following a 
fair trial could not give rise 
to a viable claim. However, 
if the charges were politi-
cally motivated or the trial 
was very unfair or excess 
punishment might result, 
the claim might succeed,” 
he said.

Modi is believed to 
have arrived in London 
last year and was able 
to travel in and out of 
Britain at least four 
times since his pass-
port was cancelled by 
the Indian authorities in 
February 2018.

Floods kill 23 in Malawi: Ministry London Mayor Sadiq Khan named 
UK Politician of the Year

A  K
LONDON, MAR 9 PTI : 
London Mayor Sadiq 
Khan has been named 
the Politician of the Year 
at an annual awards cer-
emony held in the UK’s 
House of Commons com-
plex for his ongoing con-
tribution to the political 
life in the British capital.

The annual Polit-
ical and Public Life 
Awards presented by 
Britain’s ‘Asian Voice’ 
weekly newspaper here 
on Thursday also rec-
ognised UK defence sec-
retary Gavin Williamson 
as Cabinet Minister of 
the Year and Indian-ori-
gin politician Priti Patel 
as Conservative Party 
MP of the Year.

“Our armed forces 
are made strong by be-
ing made up of people of 
every single community 
and background... con-
tributing to keep us safe,” 
said Williamson, on re-
ceiving his award.

“I continue to be your 
public servant,” added 
Patel, a former UK Cabi-
net minister.

Khan, 48, whose 
grandparents were born 
in India and parents mi-
grated from Pakistan to 
the UK, was named ‘Pol-
itician of the Year’ at an 
awards ceremony held in 
the UK’s House of Com-
mons complex.

Among other winners 
from the ield of politics 
at the event, now in its 
13th year, included Dem-
ocratic Unionist Party 
(DUP) leader Arlene 
Foster, Labour Party 
MPs Dan Carden and 
Thelma Walker.

The other award cat-
egories included Inter-
national Hotel of Year 
which was won by In-
dia’s Leela International 
hotel chain. Comedian of 
Year award went to Brit-
ish Indian comedian Paul 
Chowdhry and Restau-
rant of the Year for Lon-
don’s Delhi street food 
restaurant Hankies.

“We are hosting the 
Asian Voice Political and 
Public Life Awards at a 
time when dissent is rife, 
and arguably unprece-
dented, in our political 

stage and the future of 
the economy hangs in 
the balance, perhaps per-
ilously so,” said C B Patel, 
the Publisher and Editor 
of ‘Asian Voice’.

“In the din and tumult 
of the current scenario, I 
believe it is important 
for us to recognise and 
honour leaders in our 
political and public life 
who make a tremen-
dous contribution to 
preserving Britain’s en-
viable stature as one of 
the leading economies 
of the world,” he said.

The awards are held 
annually to honour peo-
ple who have made a 
special impact in the pre-
ceding 12 months, rang-
ing from international 
politicians to individuals 
who make an impact in 
their local communities.

Readers of the weekly 
‘Asian Voice’ newspaper 
nominate potential win-
ners and an independent 
panel of judges compris-
ing eminent personali-
ties from different walks 
of life in the UK, select 
the winners. 

B  (M ), 
M  8 (AFP): Floods 
caused by incessant 
downpours have left 23 
people dead across Mala-
wi, the country’s Home-
land Security Ministry 
said on Friday.

In addition to the 
con irmed deaths, 11 
people were also been 
reported missing with 
around 110,000 affected, 
a statement said.

Twelve districts, all 
in the south of the coun-
try, had been blighted 
by the deluges.

Malawi defence force 
and police search and 
rescue teams were work-

ing in collaboration with 
the Malawi Red Cross, 
the statement added.

In one affected dis-
trict, Mulanje, camps 
had been set up for 
displaced people, 
Commissioner Charles 
Makanga told AFP.

The rains also hit 
transport links with 
two major bridges sub-
merged, cutting off ac-
cess to Blantyre, Mala-
wi’s second largest city.

According to the 
country’s Meteorological 
Department, sporadic 
downpours are due to 
continue until the middle 
of next week.

Manafort gets 47 months, judge 
cites mostly ‘blameless’ life

A , M  8 
(AP): Former Trump 
campaign chairman Paul 
Manafort has been sen-
tenced to nearly four 
years in prison for tax 
and bank fraud relat-
ed to his work advising 
Ukrainian politicians, 
much less than what was 
called for under sentenc-
ing guidelines.

Manafort, sitting in 
a wheelchair as he deals 
with complications from 
gout, had no visible re-
action as he heard the 
47-month sentence. While 
that was the longest sen-
tence to date to come from 
special counsel Robert 
Mueller’s probe, it could 
have been much worse for 
Manafort.

Sentencing guidelines 
called for a 20-year term, 

effectively a lifetime sen-
tence for the 69-year-old.

President Donald Trump 
said Friday that he feels “very 
badly” for Manafort.

“I think it’s been a 
very, very tough time for 
him,” Trump said before 
leaving Washington to 
survey tornado damage 
in Alabama.

Judge TS Ellis III, dis-
cussing character refer-
ence letters submitted 
by Manafort’s friends 
and family, said Manafort 
had lived an “otherwise 
blameless life.”

Manafort has been 
jailed since June, so he 
will receive credit for 
the nine months he has 
already served. He still 
faces the possibility of 
additional time from his 
sentencing in a separate 

case in the District of Co-
lumbia, where he plead-
ed guilty to charges relat-
ed to illegal lobbying.

Manafort told the 
judge that “saying I feel 
humiliated and ashamed 
would be a gross under-
statement.” But he of-
fered no explicit apolo-
gy, something the judge 
noted before issuing his 
sentence Thursday.

Manafort steered 
Trump’s election efforts 
during crucial months of 
the 2016 campaign as Rus-
sia sought to meddle in the 
election through hacking 
of Democratic email ac-
counts. He was among 
the irst Trump associ-
ates charged in the Muel-
ler investigation and has 
been a high-pro ile de-
fendant.  

Right time to abolish Sri Lanka’s 
presidential system of governance: JVP
Colombo, Mar 9 (PTI): Sri 
Lanka’s communist party 
JVP Saturday said the 
time was right to bring in 
the 20th amendment to 
the Constitution to abol-
ish the all-powerful exec-
utive presidential system 
of governance.

The Janatha Vimuk-
thi Peramuna (JVP), the 
main mover of the mo-
tion seeking abolishing 
of presidency, held a se-
ries of discussions with 
the main opposition 
leader and Sri Lanka’s 
former President Ma-
hinda Rajapaksa to seek 
his support to bring in 
the 20th amendment 
to abolish the executive 
presidency.

“He (Rajapaksa) was 
for the idea of abolish-
ing it,” senior JVP leader 
Bimal Ratnayake said.

He claimed that all 
current leaders Ra-
japaksa, Sri Lankan 
President Maithripala 
Sirisena and Prime Min-
ister Ranil Wickremesi-
mghe were afraid of fac-
ing another presidential 
election.

“All of them know 
they can’t win it. So they 
all will support it,” Rat-
nayake said.

He said it was an op-
portune time to abolish 
the executive presidency 
which has been in exis-
tence since 1978.

Rajapaksa, who is 
constitutionally barred 
from contesting again to 
become president, has 
supported the proposal. 
His supporters, howev-
er, have expressed public 

opposition to abolishing 
the presidency.

They want Rajapak-
sa’s brother Gotabaya to 
contest it as Rajapaksa 
will be constitutionally 
barred from running for 
president again.

Ratnayake said both 
Sirisena and Wickrem-
esinghe want to dodge 
holding the provincial 
elections which have fall-
en due.

“If we can adopt 20th 
amendment then there 
will be no need to hold 
another presidential 
election. A parliamenta-
ry election can be held 
thereafter,” he said.

The Sinhala-majority 
political parties, how-
ever, will face stiff resis-
tance from the minority 
Muslim and Tamil parties 
for abolishing the presi-
dency.

Sri Lanka Muslim 
Congress leader Rauff Ha-
keem said his party would 
strongly object to abolish-
ing the presidency.

“When the whole 
country is considered as 
one electorate to elect a 
president, the minority 
vote will become import-
ant, so we will be politi-
cally valued. That is why 
we would not allow JVP to 
change it,” Hakeem said.

Since the introduc-
tion of the presidential 
system in 1978, every 
election which ensued was 
fought on the promise to 
abolish the presidency.

However, once 
elected all presidents 
chose to ignore the elec-
tion promise. 
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