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Two Nigerian nationals arrested in 
connection with Rs 82 lakh con from 2019
ASP RINZING CHOPEL RAI AND PI BIKASH RAI COMMENDED FOR CRACKING CASE AND EFFECTING ARREST

SAGAR CHETTRI
Gangtok, 30 Mar: 

The Crime Branch-CID wing of Sik-
kim Police effected the arrest of 

two Nigerian nationals from Great-
er Noida, Uttar Pradesh, recently in 
connection with a cyber-crime case 
in which a resident of Sikkim was 
allegedly cheated out of Rs 82 lakh. 

Addressing a press conference 
here today, SP [CID], Tenzing Loden 
Lepcha, credited Additional SP 
Rinzing Chopel Rai and PI Bikash 
Rai of the CID branch for having not 
only cracked the case but also trav-
elling to Noida and putting in some 
excellent policing work for a week to 
effect the arrest of the two accused.

He also thanked the DCP of that 
special zone for helping the CID team 
in this operation. He added that the 
duo was brought to Sikkim with the 
help of IRB personnel.

The two accused foreign nation-
als are aged 28 and 21 years. The 
case itself was registered in the CID 
branch in 2019 which gives an indi-
cation of how long the cops stayed 

with case and how complicated the 
process leading to arrests was.

The SP informed that the victim 
had even taken loans and sold prop-
erty to arrange for the money which 
he was cheated out of. 

The scam, clearly a part of the 
"Black Dollar Scam, the SP informs, 
started on social media and subse-
quently moved to WhatsApp. 

It is informed that the victim had 
also met the accused in Delhi where 
he was handed over a few "black 
dollars" which the victim exchanged 
successfully. This was clearly a con 
to win his confidence.

While sharing details on the 
mode of the crime, the SP explained 
that the accused lure the victims 
with some "black dollars" [dollars 
they claim were soiled in a bank 
heist] and "cleaning" with a special 
chemical which the victims can then 
exchange. 

When this trick works and the 
trust is gained, the make a business 
proposition to lure victims to part 
with even more money. In this case, 

a staggering Rs 82 lakh. 
Following the arrest, mobile phones 

containing SMS history and Whatsapp 
chats with victims and other "incrimi-
nating evidence" were recovered along 
with laptops, the SP added. 

“We are very sure that Sikkim 
Police will definitely be contacted 
by police from other States as there 
are many people from different parts 
of the country in the list of victims 
conned by the accused,” he said.

He detailed that 14 mobile 
phones, two laptops, six sim cards, 
seven debit cards, passports [three 
Nigerian passports and one Myan-
mar passport], Aadhar cards, driving 
license and lots of electronic items 
were seized from the accused. 

“The two accused are involved 
in many other cases as well as on-
line crimes still going on as people 
from various parts of the country 
were depositing various amounts 
of money into their bank accounts. 
Although their bank accounts have 
been sealed, it is difficult to recov-
er the money in such crimes as the 

accused either transfer or withdraw 
the money immediately,” he added.

The SP added that the two ac-
cused had also been arrested in a 
similar case in Kerala in 2015 and 
released on bail in 2017. 

The SP stated that Sikkim Po-
lice has been trying to create wider 
awareness among the general peo-
ple to stay alert and safe and not to 
make any investment in such obvi-
ous frauds and scams as it is difficult 
for the victims to get their money 
back even if the accused are arrest-
ed.

He informed that the police have 
already registered such five cyber 
crimes in the past one week in Sik-
kim and victims have already lost 
substantial amounts of money. 

A new scam involved getting 
phone calls on expiry of a BSNL sim 
card and then being asked to fill up 
certain KYC details, and then there 
is the con of selling a car on Face-
book, Facebook romance where the 
victims put money for Visa, Amazon 
contest winner and FB fake profile 

asking money from the people for 
help. And these are instances from 
the past week alone.

The SP has urged people to con-
tact the police the moment they get 
an offer promising big returns small 
investments on social media.

The ASP informed that the ac-
cused were arrested on 26 March 
from Greater Noida and booked un-
der sections 420 and 120 B of the 
IPC and 66D of IT Act. 

“The accused were under our 
surveillance for quite some time 
and we got logistic and other sup-
port from Noida police in this case. 
We had planned to do a recce of the 
area to find the accused but Greater 
Noida has a large Nigerian popula-
tions. Noida police gave such logis-
tic and field support and helped us 
in surveillance and we also carried 
out traditional methods of house to 
house visits and interacting with lo-
cals and fellow Nigerians and we got 
a rough idea of the location of the 
accused to then trace them out,” the 
ASP  explained.

East Sikkim wins Interschool Junior Olympics

104-feet tall Flag Mast 
inaugurated at MG Marg

1539 Mangan 
voters get 
to vote for 
their Nagar 
Panchayat 
today
WANGCHUK BHUTIA
Mangan, 30 Mar:

A total of 1,539 voters 
from four Municipal 

wards under Mangan 
Nagar Panchayat will get 
the opportunity to cast 
their votes on Wednes-
day. Mangan has five 
wards in all but one of 
them, Pentok, was de-
clared uncontested after 
only one candidate filed a 
nomination.   

The Municipal wards 
along with contesting 
candidates and total 
numbers of voters in 
each ward are as follows:

Upper Mangan Ba-
zar (ST): Total voters 
387, male: 189, female: 
198.  The candidates are 
Zangmoo Bhutia, Ugen 
Palzor Kazi and Tshering 
PintsoSaring 

Power Colony (UR-
W): total voters: 186, 
male: 90, female: 96.  
The candidates are Nima 
Doma Lepcha and Prem-
kit Lepcha 

Ringzing Namgyal 
Marg (ST): total voters: 
402, male 218, female: 
184.  The candidates are 
Hangu Lachenpa and 
Pema Wangchuk Bhutia. 

Lower Mangan Ba-
zar (UR-W): total voters: 
564, male: 305, female: 
259.  The candidates are 
Prativa Lama, Tenzing 
Chime Kazi and Tshering 
Doma Bhutia.  

6 more test positive for Covid in Sikkim
SUMMIT REPORT
Gangtok, 30 Mar: 

Sikkim registered six new 
cases of novel coronavi-

rus in the last 24 hours tak-
ing the state's tally of con-
firmed cases of COVID-19 
to 6,233. 

In his daily health bul-
letin on Tuesday, Health 
Department State IEC 
Officer, Sonam Gyaltsen 
Bhutia informed that 
the driver of the vehicle 
in which a tourist [who 
tested positive at the end 
of his Sikkim tour] from 
Gujarat had travelled to 
North District from Devel-
opment Area is among the 
six to have tested positive 
for COVID-19. 

He added that the 
driver was already in a 

quarantine facility. 
Mr Bhutia informs that 

another person from Jai-
pur, who was lodged in the 
guest house of Manipal, 
has also tested positive. 
He added the person left 
for Jaipur this morning 
without informing anyone 
and his address in Jaipur 
has been acquired from the 
Manipal authorities.

Likewise, one person 
from Rumtek, one from 
Luing Road-Pangthang and 
one from Bojoghari have 
also tested positive for 
COVID-19.

Mr Bhutia also an-
nounced today that 
37-year-old Kalpana Rai 
from Tadong has also test-
ed positive and was report-
edly on her way to Siliguri 

when the contact tracing 
team called her this morn-
ing. Since then, she has not 
been responding to any 
calls made by the team 
and Mr Bhutia urged her 
to immediately contact 
the authorities to share 
her primary contact list 
and to contain the places 
she might have visited.

In the meantime, the 
figure of recovered cas-
es in Sikkim still holds at 
5952 with no new recov-
eries in the last 24 hours. 
There are currently 48 
active cases of novel coro-
navirus in Sikkim.

The six new cases were 
detected in the testing of 91 
sample on Monday. All six 
cases were picked up in RT-
PCR testing of 82 samples. 

Gangtok, 29 Mar (IPR): 
The landmark Mahatma 
Gandhi Marg in the heart 
of the Capital now has a 
monumental Flag Mast. 

The 104-feet tall Flag 
Mast was inaugurated by 
Governor Ganga Prasad 
in the presence of Chief 
Minister Prem Singh Ta-
mang and other dignitar-
ies on Monday, 29 March. 

The Governor un-
veiled the plaque and 
hoisted the National 
Flag amidst the tune of 
the National Anthem 
played by the Sikkim Po-
lice band. 

The Flag Mast will 
be a permanent struc-
ture and the National 
Flag will remain hoisted 
throughout. 

DIG Range, Prawin 
Gurung, in his welcome 
address, gave a brief in-

troduction of the Indian 
Flag Code. 

A patriotic tune was 
presented on the Saxo-
phone by the Sikkim Po-
lice Band, lending festiv-
ity to the event. 

This new landmark 
has been erected by the 
Roads & Bridges Depart-
ment. It is situated in 
front of the Tourist Infor-
mation Centre at the en-
trance of MG Marg. 

The programme also 
had the presence of Min-
isters, MLAs, Advisors, 
Chairpersons, Chief Sec-
retary, DGP, Heads of 
Departments, eminent 
guests and local gentry.

SUMMIT REPORT
Gangtok, 30 Mar: 

East District emerged the 
overall champion of the 1st 

Inter-School Junior Olympic 
Games which concluded here at 
Paljor Stadium on Tuesday. 

East Sikkim lifted the tro-
phy with its 33 points, while 
West District stood on the sec-
ond position with 23 points. 
Likewise, South District fin-
ished the competition on the 
third position with 22 points 
and North District on fourth po-
sition with 11 points.

The closing ceremony of the 
Junior Olympic Games at Pal-
jor Stadium had Minister for 
Sports & Youth Affairs, Kunga 
Nima Lepcha as the chief guest 
accompanied by Advisor, Sports 
& Youth Affairs Department, MN 
Subba, as guest of honour along 
with Director, Doma Tshering 
and other officials of Sports & 

Youth Affairs Department.
The five-day long event was 

organized by the Department of 
Sports & Youth Affairs and host-
ed 1,110 participants including 
escorts and officials. 

The Games were contested 
in eight disciplines, of which 

athletics was held at Khel 
Gaon, Reshithang, archery at 
Tathangchen ground and box-
ing, badminton, football, karate, 
taekwondo and badminton at 
different venues in the Paljor 
Stadium complex.

In table tennis, East District 

became the overall champion 
beating West District on the sec-
ond position, while West District 
emerged as the overall champi-
on and South District stood on 
second position in karate. 

In archery, East District 
turn to pg02
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Deponent

again lifted the overall champion’s trophy and South 
District stood runners-up while South District 
emerged overall champion by leaving East District on 
the second position in badminton.

In boxing, East District emerged the champion 
and South District had to console itself with the run-
ners-up trophy, while East District lifted the champi-
on’s trophy leaving West District on second position 
in athletics.

East District was champion again and North Dis-
trict runners-up in taekwondo, while West District 
emerged as the overall champion leaving East District 
as runners-up in football.

Speaking to media persons, the Minister shared 
that the inter-school junior Olympic games were held 
for the first time on such an extensive scale and in a 
dedicated manner with the idea to seek out talented 
sportspersons from the grassroots. 

He added that the competition was organized from 
the block level onwards to provide wide exposure and 
platform to hidden talent from every rural pocket. 

“This event is a talent hunt held in an extensive 
manner from the grassroots level to take talented 
children from the rural pocket to the state and nation-
al levels,” he said.

Minister stated that the state government has giv-
en top priority to sports along with education and 
health for the overall development of children in Sik-
kim and to engage them in the healthy and productive 
activities to make a Healthy Sikkim. 

East Sikkim wins...

Block Development Plan 
finalised for Rabongla BAC 

Polling materials handed over 
to Mangan's polling parties 

WARD NO. NAME OF POLLING STATION
1-Upper Mangan Bazar BAC Mangan Old Hospital Room No. I
3- Power Colony Office of the Executive Engineer Power  Room no. II
4- Rinzing Namgyal Marg BAC Mangan Old Hospital Room No. II
5- Lower Mangan Bazar Mangan Nagar Panchayat Office

Mangan, 30 Mar (IPR): 
The distribution of polling 
materials to the polling of-
ficers for their respective 
polling stations took place 
at the Conference Hall of 
Zilla Bhawan, today. The 
Municipal Returning Of-
ficer (North), Tenzing T 
Kaleon, Election Observer 
(North), DB Rawat, Addi-
tional Municipal Return-
ing Officer (North), Sector 
Magistrate, SP (North), 
SDPO (Mangan) along 
with officials of the Elec-
tion Department and the 
Polling and Presiding Offi-
cers were present. 

The Municipal Return-
ing Officer (North) asked 
the Polling and Presiding 
Officers to be thorough 
with the rules and regula-
tions and to execute their 
responsibilities and du-
ties meticulously. He also 
spoke on the importance 
of the Sector Magistrate’s 

roles and asked all the of-
ficers and staff involved 
in the election process 
to keep communications 
open and comprehensible. 

The poll timings as 
scheduled by State Elec-
tion Commission is from 
8:00am until 5:00pm.

It may be mentioned 

that ward 2-Pentok 
stands uncontested.

For ward 5- Lower 
Mangan Bazar, the poll-
ing team comprises of all 

women officers and staff. 
COVID 19 protocols 

will be followed and ad-
hered during the entire 
election process. 

Polling materials 
despatched for Gyalshing 

Nagar Panchayat 

Gyalshing, 30 Mar 
[IPR]: The dispatch of 
Electronic Voting Ma-
chines(EVMs) and poll-
ing materials for the poll-
ing teams of four polling 
stations under Gyalshing 
Nagar Panchayat, Munic-
ipal Elections was car-
ried out at the District 
Administrative Centre, 
Rabdentse today.

The dispatch proce-
dure was overseen by 
Election Observer for 
Gyalshing Municipal 
Election, MT Sherpa, Mu-
nicipal Returning Officer, 
Karma R Bonpo, Assis-
tant Returning Officer, 
Agawane Rohan Ramesh 
alongwith Election of-
ficials, candidates and 
election agents.

MRO, West reiterat-
ed that the poll timing 
which is scheduled to be 
held on 31 Maras noti-
fied by the State Election 

Commission is 8.00am 
to 5.00pm and updated 
that the presiding officer 
has to finish the mock 
poll before 8.00am on 
the polling day in their 
respective polling booths 
which he emphasised is 
a mandatory procedure 
for the officer assigned. 
The candidates or their 
polling agents has to be 
present while executing 
the mock poll in their re-
spective polling booths, 
he added.

The order of appoint-
ment of Presiding and 
polling officers was also 
handed over to the re-
spective polling parties. 

Later, Election Ob-
server, Sherpa inspected 
all the four polling sta-
tions under Gyalshing 
Nagar Panchayat and ex-
pressed satisfaction on 
the arrangements of the 
polling booth.

SUMMIT REPORT
Rangpo, 30 Mar:

A Block Sabha to dis-
cuss the Block Devel-

opment Plan for Rabong-
la Block was convened at 
the BAC conference hall 
today. The programme 
was conducted under the 
guidance of SMPB Advi-

sor DichenPhigu Bhutia, 
ADC [Development]-Ra-
bongla, Sunil Mothay, 
BDO LB Rai, Under Secre-
tary RDD, Upama Rai, AD 
BAC, Sochan Lama, Sik-
kim Krantikari Morcha 
CLC president, Lobzang 
Bhutia, Zilla Panchayat 
Bishnu Sharma and Pan-

chayat Presidents and 
members from different 
GPUs, Senior & Junior 
VAA, Line Department 
Officers and the general 
public. The gathering fi-
nalised the proposal for 
Block Development Plan 
and formed a Committee 
for the same.

Agri Minister inspects Govt 
Nursery farm at Birdang

PRITAM LAMA
Gyalshing, 30 Mar:

Minister for Agricul-
ture, Horticulture, 

IPR, Animal Husbandry 
and Veterinary Services, 
Government of Sikkim, 
Loknath Sharma inspect-
ed the Government nurs-
ery farm at Birdang, West 
Sikkim, today. He was 
accompanied by Joint 
Director, Karma Sherpa, 
Horticulture Develop-
ment Officers, AB Rai and 
Subash Tamang and oth-
er Departmental staff.

During the visit, the 
Minister inspected the 
9.8 hectare orange nurs-
ery, groundnut cultiva-

tion unit and various 
species of mango cultiva-
tion unit and also shared 
information on breeding.

The Minister instruct-
ed the departmental offi-
cers and in-charge of the 
nursery that the units 

should be run properly.
The Minister, Loknath 

Sharma inspected the un-
der construction nursery 
and while taking stock of 
it, he directed that the con-
struction work should be 
done in proper manner.

Petrol price cut by 22 paise, diesel by 23 paise
New Delhi, Mar 30 (PTI): 
Petrol and diesel prices on 
Tuesday were cut for the 
third time within a week 
on the back of softening 
international oil prices.

Petrol price was cut 
by 22 paise per litre and 
diesel by 23 paise per li-
tre, according to a price 
notification of state-
owned fuel retailers.

Petrol now costs Rs 
90.56 per litre in Delhi 
and a litre of diesel comes 
for Rs 80.87. Rates have 
been reduced across the 
country and vary from 
state to state depending 
on the local incidence of 
taxation (VAT).

In Mumbai, the pet-
rol price was cut to Rs 
96.98 a litre on Tuesday 
from Rs 97.19, while die-
sel rates were reduced to 
Rs 87.96 from Rs 88.20, 
the price notification 

showed. Fuel prices were 
reduced for the first time 
in six months on March 
24, and thereafter on 
March 25 as well after 
international oil pric-
es fell on prospect of 
speedy recovery in con-
sumption getting cloud-
ed by the second wave of 
COVID-19 cases.

They had remained 
on freeze thereafter as 
global rates edged up 
after one of the world's 
most vital waterways 

clogged. The reopening 
of the Suez Canal cooled 
rates again.

In three reductions, 
petrol price has come 
down by 61 paise per 
litre and diesel by 60 
paise. Despite bouts of 
rate freeze, prices had 
gone up by a record Rs 
21.58 per litre on petrol 
since the government 
raised excise duty in 
March last year. Diesel 
prices had increased by 
Rs 19.18 a litre.
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RUCHI DIAGNOSTIC CLINIC
Behind telephone Exchange Near Old STNM Hospital. Gangtok

PH: 03592-203333, 204876, 8509373970
EXISTING FACILITIES:
ULTRASOUND
DIGITAL X-RAY
ECHOCARDIOGRAPHY
COLOR DOPPLER
PATHOLOGY
MICROBIOLOGY
BIOCHEMISTRY
ENDOSCOPY
B M D
E C G
DENTAL O P G
GASTRO CLINIC
PAEDIATRIC CLINIC
MEDICAL CLINIC
ORTHO CLINIC
E N T CLINIC
GYNEA CLINIC
PHYSIOTHERAPY
SPECIALISED TESTS
BLOOD COLLECTION CENTRES 
AT :
	 Sushruta Medical, 
 Ranipool.    
 

 Arihant Medical, Opp.
 CRH gate, 5th Mile.

COMPLETE E N T FACILITIES 
UNDER ONE ROOF

ENT O P D Monday to Friday
10.00 am to 2.30 pm

1.ENT OPD CLINIC
2.ENT ENDOSCOPIES
3.MICROSCOPIC PROCEDURES
4.MINOR O T PROCEDURES
5.VERTIGO MANAGEMENT
6.AUDIOMETRY, TYMPANOME-
TRY AND HEARING AIDS. 

CONSULTANT ENT SURGEON
DR. ONGDEN GYATSO, MS (AIIMS)

GASTRO CLINIC & O P D
8.00 am to 9.00 am

MEDICAL CLINIC & O P D
9.30 am

ORTHO AND GYNEA 
CLINICS & O P D

3.00 pm
PAEDIATRIC CLINIC & O P D

8.00 am And 6.00 pm
VACCINATION CLINIC

 
NATIONAL EDUCATION SOCIETY FOR TRIBAL STUDENTS (NESTS)

(Autonomous organization Under Ministry of Tribal Affairs, Govt. of India)

GF Gate No. 3 A Jeevan Tara building, Parliament street New Delhi, 110001

          EKLAVYA MODEL RESIDENTIAL SCHOOLS TEACHING STAFF 
SELECTION EXAM (ETSSE) – 2021

 

           National Education Society for Tribal Students (NESTS), an autonomous 
organization under Ministry of Tribal Affairs, Government of India, registered under the 
Societies Registration Act XXI of 1860, invites online applications for the recruitment 
of the teaching staff viz. Principal, Vice- Principal, PGT and TGT for Eklavya Model 
Residential Schools (EMRS) across the states.

Details regarding the online application, educational qualifications, teaching 
experience (wherever applicable) and other eligibility criteria etc. for the ETSSE-2021 
has been detailed in the Information Bulletin, which is accessible at 
https://recruitment.nta.nic.in .

The eligible and interested candidates can apply online up to 30.04.2021 (up to 23:50 
Hrs. on the above-mentioned website by submitting the prescribed application-cum-
examination fees mentioned there on). State-wise vacant positions are available in the 
Information Bulletin and vacant positions in a State are open to only those who are 
domiciled in the concerned State. 

The candidates are advised to keep visiting the official website of National Testing 
Agency (https://recruitment.nta.nic.in) for the latest updates.

                                           Sd-

Commissioner, NESTS
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SCSOI executive body meets 
to prep for Civil Services Day

Fortnight dedicated to nutrition concludes 
with awards for Aanganwadi centres

Gangtok, 30 Mar [IPR]: 
The closing ceremony 
of the Poshan Pakhwa-
da [Nutrition Fortnight] 
organised by the Social 
Justice and Welfare De-
partment was held at the 
conference hall of Samaj 
Kalyan Bhawan in Lum-
sey, Gangtok, today.

The Poshan Pakhwa-
da is being observed as 
part of the "Jan Andolan" 
under Poshan Abhiyaan 
from 16 to 31 March, 
2021. However, due to 
the Municipal Election 
scheduled to be held on 
31 March, the closing 
ceremony of the State 
level programme was ad-
vanced to 30 March.

The closing ceremo-
ny was chaired by the 
Secretary, Social Justice 
and Welfare Department, 
Tshewang Gyachho, in 
the presence of Princi-
pal Director, WCD,  Phu-
chung Bhutia, and Addi-
tional Director cum JPC, 
Poshan Abhiyaan, Nor-
mit Lepcha, along with 
senior officials, CDPOs, 
ICDS representatives and 
Anganwadi Workers.

In his brief address, 
Secretary Mr Gyachho 
urged the participants to 
maintain consistency for 
maximum productivity 
and encouraged all to ex-
tend dedication and hard 
work towards the goals 
laid by the Poshan Abhi-
yaan for the welfare of 
the State as a whole. 

He also stressed on 
the importance of clean-
liness and availability of 
proper nutrition for chil-
dren at the ICDS centres. 

He further informed the 
gathering that the de-
partment will be work-
ing on the provision of 
school uniforms for chil-
dren at ICDS centres and 
will roll out the project at 
the earliest.

The event also featured 
the distribution of prize 
money, certificates and to-
kens to the Best Anganwadi 
Centres and Sectors.

The Best Anganwa-
di Centre Awards were 
also presented during 

the programme to Upper 
Rimbik, Gyalshing Sector 
II, Gyalshing (1st posi-
tion), Sombaria, Lingee, 
Ravang (2nd position) 
and Lower Gor, Lower 
Dzongu (3rd position).

Likewise, the 1st po-
sition for the Best Sector 
Award was secured by 
Rhenock, Rongli (Super-
visor: JeenaRai) while 
Lower Dzongu, Dzongu 
(Supervisor: ArunaRai) 
secured the 2nd position.

The Secretary hand-

ed over the prize money 
and certificates to the 
awardees and congrat-
ulated them for their 
achievement.

The closing ceremony 
also included the roll-
ing out of the POSHAN 
Tracker App.

Earlier, the welcome 
address was delivered by 
Pr. Director, WCD, Phu-
chung Bhutia, wherein 
he highlighted the var-
ious activities conduct-
ed during the Poshan-
Pakhwada in the State. 
This was followed by a 
PowerPoint presentation 
delivered by State Nodal 
Officer, PoshanPakhwa-
da, JamesSubba.

The vote of thanks was 
proposed by Addl. Direc-
tor cum JPC, Poshan Abhi-
yaan, Normit Lepcha.

POSHAN Abhiyaan is 
a flagship programme of 
the Ministry of Women 
and Child Development. 
Addressing nutritional 
challenges through Food 
Forestry and organizing 
PoshanPanchayats are 
the key focus areas for 
Poshan Pakhwada 2021.

Chorten and statue of Padmasambhava 
unveiled at Khecheopalri

Wooden bridge connecting 
Pachak to Pakyong reconstructed

Polling materials distributed to 
polling teams of East Sikkim

Polling materials 
despatched from 

Namchi DAC

Gangtok, 30 Mar [IPR]: 
The first executive body 
meeting of Sikkim Civil 
Service Officers' Insti-
tute was convened at 
the Tashiling Secretariat 
conference hall today. 

The meeting was 
chaired by the Chief Sec-
retary, SC Gupta. 

The main agenda of 

the meeting was to work 
out and finalise the pro-
gramme and venue to or-
ganise Civil Services Day 
2021.

Formation of working 
committees and extend-
ing invitations to eminent 
speakers for the occa-
sion were also discussed 
during the meeting.

It was also informed 
that the programme will 
be jointly organised by 
the Department of Per-
sonnel and Sikkim Civil 
Service Officers' Insti-
tute. 

The Chief Secretary 
encouraged the officers 
to make Civil Services 
Day a successful one.

Gangtok, 30 Mar [IPR]: 
The distribution of poll-
ing materials with Elec-
tronic Voting Machines 
(EVMs) to all Polling 
teams for the fifty-four 
Polling Stations of East 
district for the Municipal 
Elections 2021 was car-
ried out at District Ad-
ministrative Centre, East 
today. 

The process was 
conducted under the su-
pervision of Municipal 
Returning Officer (MRO), 
Ragul K in the presence 
of the Election Observers 
Secretary, Social Justice 
and Welfare Department, 
TshewangGyachho, and 
Secretary Excise Depart-
ment, Kuber Bhandari, 
ADCs, SDMs, Election of-
ficials and staff.

The Strong Room 
was opened at 9:30 am 
in presence of Election 

Observers, MRO, ADCs, 
SDMs, candidates and 
polling agents and the 
EVMs were shifted to the 
Conference hall for dis-
tribution to the respec-
tive Polling Stations.

Distribution started 
with the polling teams of 
Rangpo Nagar Pancha-
yat and Singtam Nagar 
Panchayat followed by 
Gangtok Municipal Cor-
poration.

A total of fifty-four 
polling teams consisting 
of two hundred and six-
teen polling personnel 
and one hundred and 
eight security personnel 
have been deployed for 
polling duties for the Mu-
nicipal Elections of Urban 
Local Bodies in the East 
District. Twenty teams 
have also been kept as 
reserve. As many as five 
SNT Bus and thirty-two 

taxi vehicles have been 
arranged for transporta-
tion of the polling teams. 
The poll will be held from 
8.00am till 5.00pm on 31 
Mar, 2021.

It may be mentioned 
that the randomization 
of polling personnel was 
done through Excel by 
NIC on 27 Mar,2021.

The MRO also re-
minded the teams to co-
ordinate with each other 
and instructed them to 
keep the checklists to en-
sure that the EVMs and 
materials are dispatched 
properly.

Earlier, Superinten-
dent of Police East Dis-
trict, Siva Prasad Yellasiri 
briefed the deployed se-
curity personnel to en-
sure the law and order 
for the smooth conduct 
of Municipal Elections, 
2021.

BIKAS CHETTRI
Namchi, 30 Mar:

The dispatch of polling 
materials for the poll-

ing teams of11 polling 
stations for the Munici-
pal Elections, 2021 was 
carried out at Namchi 
District Administration 
Centre (DAC) in South 
Sikkim today. 

Six polling stations in 
Namchi Municipal Coun-
cil and five in Naya-bazar 
Jorethang Nagar Pancha-
yat have been identified 
to the municipal polls in 
the two towns.

Of the seven wards 
under Namchi Municipal 
Council, three have al-
ready been awarded un-
contested and out of the 
five wards in Jorethang 
Nagar Panchayat, one has 
already gone uncontest-
ed.

The strong room was 
opened at 11AM in the 
presence of candidates 
and Election Agents at 
the DAC. The dispatch 
procedure was overseen 
by Election Observer, CK 
Chettri; Municipal Re-
turning Officer, M Bhara-
ni; Assistant Municipal 
Officer, Satyan Kr Prad-
han along with Sector 
Magistrates and other 
officials.

MRO, South District, 

reminded that the the 
State Election Commis-
sion has notified the poll 
timing from 8AM to 5PM 
on Wednesday.

The Presiding Offi-
cers will conduct a mock 
poll at 7AM on the poll-
ing day in their respec-
tive polling stations on 
31 March. 

Candidates or their 
election agents can be 
present for the mock 
poll at polling stations in 
their respective wards. 

All the polling sta-
tions have been sanitized 
and special provisions 
and security arrange-
ments have also been 
taken, the MRO informs.

The MRO has ap-
pealed to all the electors 
to cast their votes and 
also encourage others to 
participate in the elector-
al process. 

Exercising the ‘Right 
to Vote’ is crucial in a 
democratic process and 
strengthening the foun-
dations of democracy, he 
said.

Voters at Namchi 
Municipal Council and 
Naya-bazar Jorethang 
Nagar Panchyat can 
check their names at 
www.southsikkim.nic.
in on the Election Panel 
section. 

PRITAM LAMA
Gyalshing, 30 Mar:

A chorten and a statue 
of Guru Padmsam-

bhava were unveiled at 
Kehcheopalri with a sol-
emn ceremony on Sunday.

Chief Minister PS 
Tamang's wife, Sarda 
Tamang was present 
as the chief guest ac-
companied by Deputy 
Speaker Sangey Lepcha, 
who also happens to be 
the area MLA, and Sang-
ha MLA Sonam Lama. 

The unveiling was 
held on the conclusion of 
a well-attended two-day 
prayer for world peace or-
ganized by the Khecheopal-
ri Monastery Committee. 

Serdup Dungzing 

Nawang Loday Chopel 
Rimpoche of Serdup 
Choiling monastery of 
Namchi led the prayers 
at the lake premises and 
offered Tsewang (Long-
life empowerment) to 
devotees on Sunday.

Man Singh Tamang 
from Gangtok who had 
conceptualized and ini-
tiated the Chorten and 
Guru Padmasambha-
va statue construction 
shares that he was mo-
tivated by the desire to 
include Khecheopalri 
in the religious tourism 
map of Sikkim. 

"We are grateful and 
extend our gratitude to 
those who came forward 
selflessly and extended 

support to our initiative," 
he said.

Mr Tamang further 
informed that the state 
government has assured 
all necessary support in 
the future for other de-
velopmental initiative 
pertaining to Kheche-
opalri Lake. 

Earlier, Ms Sarda Ta-
mang, the Deputy Speak-
er and the Sangha MLA 
visited Tashi Choiling 
monastery at Kheche-
opalri and attended a 
brief prayer session.

Ms Sarda Tamang 
assured all possible sup-
port for the development 
of Khecheopalri as a pil-
grimage destination, in-
form Man Singh Tamang.

SUMMIT REPORT
Rangpo, 30 Mar:

Members of Jan SewaSangathan 
of Pachak reconstructed the 

wooden bridge connecting the vil-
lage to Pakyong today. This bridge 
constructed by the villagers was 

damaged in a landslide last year. 
Help form JSS president, Mans-
ingh Ryang Rai, and the youth of 
Pachak made the reconstruction a 
success. The volunteers insist that 
the new bridge is stronger and 
more secure. 
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WRITE US: 
Readers are invited to comment on, criticise, run 
down, even appreciate if they like something in 
this paper. Letters carrying abusive/ indecorous 
language and personal attacks, except when 
against people responsible in this newspaper 
(who are fair game), will have to be ignored. 
Letters which carry forward a conversation or 
initiate a dialogue will command immediate 
attention and receive prominence.  Mail us at: 
news@summittimes.com

Everything Down the Drain
…except the surface run-off

Drive around the Indira Byepass in Gangtok and you 
will come across work-gangs clearing out the road-

side drains. Much as the exercise is welcome, the moun-
tains of muck they have extracted from these storm 
drains should get every Gangtokian worried over how 
carelessly neighbourhoods allow these important safe-
ty mechanisms to be get clogged with their refuse and 
construction debris. This lack of civic awareness was 
also in glaring display a few weeks ago when another 
batch of labourers was engaged along the national high-
way running through town. Those drains, one can wa-
ger, are clogged again because clearing them out is only 
one part of the challenge and the only durable solution 
will be for localities to devise ways to stop muck-that-
clogs from draining into them. Gangtok must realize 
that these drains are already compromised at several 
places by shoddy engineering with the drains running 
higher than the road at several stretches when every-
one knows that water runs down and will not be able to 
swim to drains higher than the roads they are expected 
to keep clear.

And all of this Gangtok is being reminded with even 
the Nor’westers still not having arrived.  It is Wester-
ly Disturbances which are creating the present string 
of precipitation and even they are delivering calling 
cards of how prepped the capital is for the impend-
ing monsoons. These showers need to be treated as 
reminders of infrastructure which need to reinforced 
and reclaimed from the decades of neglect which were 
apparently seeded with their clearly inept design.

The weather forecasts consistently predict showers 
and thunderstorms. Soon, it will also become clear 
that Gangtok’s response to weather patterns re-
mains predictably routine – slips, slides and slush. 
No surprises there. But what is surprising though, is 
the fact that the inept drainage system remains con-
sistently failing despite the hordes of engineers that 
the capital is home to. 

How is it that Gangtok’s drains refuse to, well, drain?
The price that poorly engineered storm water drains 

can exact was deeply felt by Gangtok in 1997 when sev-
eral lives were lost and building toppled when the rain 
water ran on the road and then into buildings instead 
of getting carried away by the drains. Two decades 
since, and the situation has only worsened. New trou-
ble-spots have cropped up and it is not just the drains 
to blame, also contributing to this madness every time 
it rains is the insensitivity with which people construct 
[buildings], store their building material and how many 
in Gangtok still dispose their garbage. It’s the uncivility 
of the Gangtok way of life that is causing as much harm 
as the corruption/ ineptitude which delivered Gangtok 
a drainage system too ineffectual for its topography, 
road alignments and habitation spread. There is invari-
ably as much household and hotel waste flowing down 
the highway with every downpour as there is mud and 
rocks that the rain carved out of the hill. These are not 
unrelated constituents of a ‘landslide’. A pile of garbage 
in an out-of-sight spot in a too cramped for a garbage 
truck to reach spot is as effective in triggering a slide 
as recklessly disposed building excavation mud in an 
out-of-sight spot. Both are imposed on the slopes and 
both slip with a heavy shower and scratch out a larger 
landslip as they roll down and gather strength. 

The drains, already of suspect effectiveness, are 
denied even a face-saving carriage because they are 
clogged with everything that should not be in them. 
While this is reasonably harmless in the drier winter 
months, it adds to everyone’s woes when the nights re-
ceive rainfall. The downpour washes these piles of gar-
bage off their heaps and spreads them across the road, 
pours them into nearby homes and squeezes them into 
drains and clogs them. 

The capital still has some weeks at hand to do at 
least a bandaid repair of its drains. And now will also 
be the time to have the engineers survey the roads 
during rains, identify the more serious failures in the 
drainage system, and if these can’t be fixed, then at 
least keep them on a watch list for disaster mitigation 
interventions. Does it not worry anyone that the Pani 
House stretch pours down slush every monsoon, most-
ly blocking the highway, but also occasionally jump-
ing the lane into buildings across the road? Why is it 
that this has still not been resolved? There is also the 
scouring of the road surface every monsoon. This is not 
caused by water and vehicles, but is a damage wrought 
by construction litter and debris from exposed, and 
thereby potentially threatening, slopes.

Bursting social bubbles after COVID-19 will 
make cities happier and healthier again

Selfie culture: what your choice of camera angle says about you
ALESSANDRO SORANZO
theconversation.com

Over the past decade, selfies have 
become a mainstay of popular 

culture. If the #selfie hashtag first ap-
peared in 2004, it was the release of 
the iPhone 4 in 2010 that saw the pic-
tures go viral. Three years later, the 
Oxford English Dictionary crowned 
“selfie” word of the year.

We use selfies for a variety of pur-
poses, ranging from the social to the 
professional. According to a 2018 
survey, 82% of US adults under 34 
had posted a selfie on social media. 
Until the pandemic hit pause on pub-
lic gatherings, an entire industry was 
dedicated to generating selfie events 
and museums.

Given this tremendous reach 
and popularity, the last four years 
have seen the phenomenon begin to 
receive attention within the cogni-
tive sciences. As recent studies have 
shown, including a recent one I led, 
the way we take selfies – and the spe-
cific camera angles we choose – var-
ies depending on what we intend to 
do with them.

THE LEFT BIAS
Since the 1970s we have known 

that in historical western portrai-
ture, artists favoured depicting the 
left cheek of their sitters, particularly 
when painting women. A 2017 study 
showed that when it comes to tak-
ing selfies, people tend to angle their 
smartphone in order to photograph 
their own left cheek too.

Patterns have also been detected 
in the way selfie-takers position their 
cameras vertically. Another 2017 
study of selfies posted on Tinder 
found that when looking to hook up, 
women most often choose to shoot 

their selfies from above, and men 
from below.

My colleagues and I looked at 
how this might vary on a different 
platform. We considered 2,000 selfies 
posted on a random sample of 200 
different Instagram accounts – ten 
selfies per person. For each selfie, we 
recorded the gender of the user as 
apparent from the photograph, and 
whether they took their selfie from 
above, from below or frontally. We 
found that all the users – regardless 
of gender – tended to place the cam-
era above their heads.

These differences in camera po-
sition create different kinds of self-
ie. The question is why. But how do 
these choices relate to what the sel-
fies are being used for, the platforms 
they’re posted on?

FACIAL EXPRESSIVITY
Most “how to take the best selfie” 

guides emphasise that photograph-
ing your face at an angle and from 
above makes makes you look better.

This is borne out by a study of Tin-
der selfies wherein the authors deter-
mined that men taking selfies from 
below was, partly, out of an attempt 
to appear taller and therefore more 
masculine. Women taking selfies 
from above, meanwhile, was said to 
achieve the opposite, and make them 
look shorter and more feminine.

Elsewhere, research has looked 
at the early trends in selfie poses and 
how some were about angling and 
composing your face so as to look 
thinner and more vulnerable – which 
is also equated with being more at-
tractive.

In trying to explain why a his-
torical painter might have preferred 
the left side of their sitter’s face, re-
searchers explored several possibili-

ties. These ranged from whether the 
artist was left or right-handed, where 
the sitter sat in relation to the paint-
er, or whether there was, in fact, a 
superiority of the left visual half-field 
in facial recognition: in other words, 
might a profile painted to the left of 
the canvas be more easily perceived?

The data though was inconclusive 
on all those theories, save perhaps 
the possibility, the authors of the 
study said, of a basic visual prefer-
ence. It might be, they suggested, that 
we simply find the left side more at-
tractive than the right. In selfies, both 
left and right-handed people showed 
the same left-cheek bias – so here too, 
it’s not about handiness. Instead, this 
prevalence suggests that we know, in-
stinctively, that showing our left side 
is the better option.

Recent evidence provides a clear-
er reason why this might be. The left 
side of the face is controlled by the 
right hemisphere of the brain, which 
in turn is responsible for communi-
cating emotions. Thus, the left side is 
the more emotionally expressive.

Researchers have also found that 
we tend to perceive ourselves as 
more attractive and likable in our sel-
fies, than in photographs other peo-
ple take of us.

The degree of expressivity we go 
for depends on what we intend to 
communicate, and the platform we’re 
communicating on. By showing the 
left cheek – or shooting from above 
– we look more expressive. Placing 
the camera frontally, meanwhile, 
achieves a neutral look.

SELFIE PROXEMICS
Selfie-takers, in their choice of 

pose and other pictorial features, are 
providing nonverbal, social and emo-
tional signals to their viewers. These 

signals can be thought of as the 2D 
equivalent of the nonverbal signals that 
we use in face-to-face communication.

In person, individuals control 
their posture and facial expressions, 
and how far they stand from each 
other, to express degrees of intima-
cy or avoidance. Since Edward Hall’s 
seminal 1960s work, The Hidden Di-
mension, we have called this spacing 
behaviour or proxemics.

In selfies, as in photography or 
cinematography, you have only got 
pictorial space to play with. But this 
too provides a set of proxemics: the 
way the subject is oriented, any left-
right asymmetry in the composition, 
questions of relative size between ob-
jects in the frame.

These variables, which are deter-
mined through the distance from the 
camera, and, crucially, the camera an-
gle, contribute to non-verbally com-
municating the selfie-taker’s motiva-
tions, intentions, or emotional states.

This chimes with the way self-
ies have been defined as a form of 
self-disclosure. It’s not just about 
someone presenting or representing 
themselves, pictorially, in the way 
that self-portraits do (a difference 
which my current research is looking 
at), but a means of revealing personal 
information within a dialogue.

The throwaway nature of the sel-
fie (its baked-in ephemerality) sets it 
apart from the more considered, ar-
tistic intention of a self-portrait. Like-
wise, the way a selfie is all about con-
text and interaction. As writer, theo-
rist and the person behind the Muse-
um Selfies tumblr puts it, “selfies are 
shared as part of a conversation”.

[the writer is Reader in 
Experimental Psychology, 

Sheffield Hallam University]

MEGHAN WINTERS
theconversation.com

The public health response to the COVID-19 pan-
demic introduced the idea of bubbles to our 

social lives. British Columbia restricted socializing 
to core bubbles: immediate household members 
or, for those living alone, a maximum of two people 
who could be seen regularly.

Last summer, when “good times” were in the 
cards, public health guidelines provided for a 
“safe six” bubble of friends. The March update al-
lows for outdoor bubbles of ten, with an empha-
sis on the fact that these should be a consistent 
set of ten people.

These strict directives to stick to our bub-
bles are essential to prevent the transmission of 
COVID-19. At the same time, this way of thinking 
disrupts our understanding of the kinds and quan-
tities of social interactions needed to make healthy 
cities possible.

HEALTH AND SOCIAL NETWORKS
In 2013-14, the Vancouver Coastal Health and 

Fraser Health Authorities asked 33,000 people liv-
ing in the Lower Mainland of B.C. a series of big-pic-
ture questions about their health, at the individual 
and community level. One of these questions, a 
marker of physical and mental health, was:

“How many people do you have in your net-
work that you could confide in, tell your problems 
to, or call when you really need help?”

Fewer than half (45 per cent) of respondents 
in Metro Vancouver had four or more such people 
in their network. Yet survey results indicated clear 
links between social connectedness and health: 
individuals with four or more confidants had 1.5 
times higher odds of reporting excellent or very 
good general health; and two times higher odds of 
reporting excellent or very good mental health.

People with four or more confidants were more 
likely to be female, to make more than $40,000 per 
year and were more likely to live with a transit stop 
less than five minutes away.

Our research team obtained similar results in a 
survey we ran in summer 2020 with residents at 
Brightside Community Housing and Catalyst Com-
munity Development Society in B.C. Among the 308 
responses (29 per cent response rate), only 41 per 
cent reported having four or more close friends.

Individuals with four or more confidants had 
1.5 times higher odds of reporting excellent or very 
good mental health; conversely, those with fewer 
than four confidants had 2.3 times higher odds of 
reporting just fair or poor mental health. In the 
same way, those with four or more friends were 3.6 
times more likely to report that they were happy or 
very happy, compared to those with fewer friends.

Most people tend to underestimate the impor-
tance of their social connections to their health. 
Only one-quarter of Canadians surveyed by Statis-
tics Canada in July 2020 reported a concern with 
maintaining social ties during the pandemic.

However, the proportion of Canadians report-
ing excellent or very good mental health is down 
13 percentage points since before the pandemic: 
55 per cent in July 2020 compared to 68 per cent in 
2019. The role of our social relationships is more 
important to our overall health than most of us ac-
knowledge.

SOCIAL DETERMINANTS OF HEALTH
Our scientific understanding of the central im-

portance of social well-being, connections, services 
and equity to our overall health has come a long 
way since the times when human health was sim-
ply considered to be the absence of disease.

From the World Health Organization to the 
Public Health Agency of Canada and beyond, the 
social determinants of health are now an interna-
tionally accepted framework for valuing the full 
gamut of factors that contribute to making healthy 
individuals, healthy neighbourhoods, healthy cities 
and institutions, in a healthy natural and economic 
environment, that function together as a whole.

Many have recognized the way in which the 
pandemic affects people differently, depending on 
social, political, cultural, environmental and eco-

nomic factors. Thinking about health systemically 
is complicated, but does a better job of explaining 
our overall health.

Bubble thinking, if normalized within our cit-
ies beyond the health emergency of the pandemic, 
threatens the wisdom in understanding our health 
as socially, politically, culturally, environmentally 
and economically determined.

SOCIAL CONNECTIONS
Socially, the advantages of city life are based 

upon premises that are antithetical to bubble think-
ing. Gathering together in concentrated groups can 
give people a sense of power, promise, inspiration 
and hope. Chance encounters with others in urban 
public space, where we witness others across so-
cial and political divides, are core to civility, civic 
participation and tolerance.

When it comes to improving the social determi-
nants of health in cities, an important action may 
be to expand — or even burst — people’s bubbles, 
as soon as the pandemic situation allows. Our work 
with the Hey Neighbour Collective, a program 
designed to build connections in higher-density 
neighbourhoods, aims to do just this. As a group of 
housing providers, researchers, local governments, 
public health authorities and social change advo-
cates, the Hey Neighbour Collective examines ways 
to build, bake and dig neighbourliness into multi-
unit residential buildings in new ways, and to im-
prove mental and physical health and well-being in 
so doing.

Prioritizing social connectedness was needed 
long before the pandemic, as we already faced a 
loneliness epidemic, but is ever more consequen-
tial now to combat the damage done by bubble 
thinking, and to move forward to rethink public 
health, post-pandemic. With a vaccinated future 
beginning now to take shape, let’s remember that 
bubble thinking prevents disease transmission 
during a pandemic; however it is not what makes 
us or our cities healthy.

[the writer is Associate Professor, Faculty 
of Health Sciences, Simon Fraser University]
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Pollution forces Nepal's educational institutions 
to shut, stakeholders criticise delayed response

ANUP OJHA
Kathmandu, 30 Mar 
[KathmanduPost]: After 
witnessing four days of 
soaring levels of air pol-
lution across the coun-
try, the government 
on Monday ordered all 
schools and colleges 
shut for four days.

But stakeholders—
parents and school asso-
ciations—are not hap-
py with the decision as 
it was taken without 
proper consultations 
and after days passed in 
uncertainty.

Smoke and haze have 
been covering Kathman-
du and other hilly areas 
in the country since Fri-
day with weather con-
ditions becoming more 
severe in the afternoons. 
The air quality has dete-
riorated in such a way 
that Kathmandu be-
came the most polluted 
city in the world. But 
the government didn’t 

order schools closed un-
til Monday.

The Ministry of Ed-
ucation, on Monday, di-
rected all schools and 
colleges to shut down for 
four days (from March 
30-April 2).

“The government 
should have decided 
earlier,” said Ratnavati 
Sthapit, 38, a mother of 
two school-going chil-
dren. “For the past few 
days, my kids have been 
coming home with irrita-
tion in their eyes. Their 
schools should have been 
shut from Friday,” said 
the beautician who lives 
in Dhalko.

According to IQ Air, 
a Swiss Group that man-
ages real-time world-
wide air quality data, 
Kathmandu’s Air Qual-
ity Index (AQI) has re-
mained between “very 
unhealthy”

and “hazardous” lev-
els in the last three days 

with the highest AQI re-
corded at 411 with PM2.5 
at 366 micrograms per 
cubic metre (μg/m3) at 
9:45 am on Saturday.

PM.25 (particulate 
matter) are tiny particles 
or droplets in the air that 
are two and one-half mi-
crons or less in size. Such 
particles are considered 
hazardous as they can 
penetrate the respira-
tory tract and reach the 
lungs to cause various 
ailments.

Prem Kumari Mishra 
from Taudaha, is more 
worried about the future 
of her son’s health and 
his studies.

“Last week the gov-
ernment requested peo-
ple to stay indoors be-
cause of bad weather and 
rising levels of air pol-
lution, but it didn't say 
anything about closing 
schools. It should have 
considered how vulner-
able kids are,” said Mish-

ra, whose son studies in 
grade 10.

“Schools were closed 
for a year due to the pan-
demic. It’s been open for 
barely three months, and 
he only has three months 
to prepare for SEE,” said 
Mishra.

Like Sthapit and Mish-
ra, thousands of parents 
are worried about their 
children’s health and 
their education. Schools 
and colleges were closed 
for nine months due to 
the Covid-19 pandemic 
last year, and they only 
opened from the second 
week of January.

During the early days 
of the reopening, par-
ents were apprehensive 
about sending their kids 
to school as virologists 
said it was still risky. In 
recent times, the num-
ber of Covid-19 cases has 
unprecedentedly gone 
up in neighbouring India 
and schools and colleges 

in Kathmandu Valley are 
in a fix after the govern-
ment issued a circular 
advising the public to 
avoid crowds and strictly 
observe health and safe-
ty protocols for Covid-19.

It’s not just students, 
members of the general 
public, mostly in Kath-
mandu Valley, have also 
been complaining of 
headache, cough, eye ir-
ritation, and throat infec-
tion due to air pollution.

Sanjay Sharma, a sec-
retary at the Ministry of 
Education, on Monday 
said the government de-
cided to close schools 
because of the adverse 
effects the rising air pol-
lution can have on stu-
dents’ health.

Suprabhat Bhan-
dari, chairperson of the 
Guardians Federation 
Nepal also criticised the 
government for the de-
lay in its decision to shut 
schools. “The govern-

ment was well informed 
about the hazardous sit-
uation on Friday, but why 
didn’t it take the decision 
to close schools then?” 
said Bhandari. He also 
accused the central gov-
ernment of breaking the 
protocol and adopting a 
blanket approach.

“Now we are in a fed-
eral setup. Schools across 
the country reopened in 
January based on direc-
tives from the local gov-
ernment. This time also, 
they should have been 
authorised to decide 
based on local condi-
tions,,” said Bhandari.

Meanwhile, school 
associations are also 
not happy that the gov-
ernment didn’t consult 
them before deciding to 
shut schools. “It didn’t 
consult with us and de-
cided unilaterally,” said 
Tikaram Puri, president 
of Private and Boarding 
Schools’ Organisation 

Nepal (PABSON), an or-
ganisation that has over 
6,500 schools members 
all across the country.

“We only learnt about 
the government's deci-
sion from the media,” 
said Puri.

Some local govern-
ments outside the Val-
ley have opposed the 
government's decision 
and published separate 
notices ordering schools 
to continue classes. “We 
do not have air pollution 
and the situation is nor-
mal, so our municipality 
has asked all schools and 
colleges to continue their 
classes,” Saradha Khanal, 
deputy-mayor of Bhimad 
Municipality, Tanahun.

Other municipalities 
such as Ilam Municipal-
ity, Shikhar Municipali-
ty, Doti and Biratnagar 
Municipality have also 
issued notices to schools 
and colleges to conduct 
classes as normal.

6 new 
COVID-19 
cases push 
Andamans 
tally to 
5,052
Port Blair, Mar 30 (PTI): 
Andaman and Nicobar 
Islands reported six new 
COVID-19 cases, pushing 
the coronavirus caseload 
in the union territory to 
5,052, a health depart-
ment official said on 
Tuesday.

All the new cases 
were detected during 
contact tracing, he said.

The archipelago now 
has 14 active COVID-19 
cases, while 4,976 people 
have recovered from the 
disease, the official said.

The death toll re-
mained at 62 as no new 
fatality due to the infec-
tion was reported in the 
last 24 hours.

Despite a steady 
inflow of tourists into 
Andaman and Nico-
bar Islands, the overall 
COVID-19 situation in 
the archipelago is under 
control, he said. Accord-
ing to the official, the 
local administration has 
been strict to ensure that 
health safety protocols 
are followed to contain 
the spread of the disease.

People arriving here 
by flights or reaching by 
ships are mandatorily 
required to show a neg-
ative coronavirus report 
before the authorities 
allow them to enter the 
islands. The tourism 
industry, which was se-
verely hit due to the 
COVID-19 pandemic, has 
started witnessing an 
inflow of 700-800 trav-
ellers daily as all the ma-
jor tourist destinations 
in the islands have been 
opened, he said.

Campaigning for second 
phase of poll ends in Bengal

Manipur govt asks DCs to "politely turn 
away" Myanmar refugees, takes back order

Modi's visit to Bangladesh 
violated poll code: TMC to EC

New Delhi, Mar 30 (PTI): The TMC 
has written to the Election Com-
mission alleging that Prime Min-
ister Narendra Modi's recent visit 
to Bangladesh violated the model 
code of conduct in place for the 
West Bengal Assembly polls and 
some of his programmes there 
"intended to influence the voting 
pattern" in certain constituencies 
of the state.

The letter dated March 28 was 
released by the Trinamool Con-
gress on Tuesday.

Modi visited Bangladesh from 
March 26 to 27 to attend the cel-
ebrations of the 50th anniver-
sary of the country's indepen-
dence and the birth centenary of 
'Bangabandhu' Sheikh Mujibur 
Rahman following an invitation 
from his Bangladeshi counterpart 
Sheikh Hasina.

The subject line of the letter 
written by TMC national spokes-
person and Rajya Sabha member 
Derek O'Brien read: "Gross viola-
tion of democratic ethics and the 

Model Code of Conduct by Prime 
Minister Shri Narendra Modi 
during his visit to Bangladesh."

"We have no objection whatso-
ever to his visit to Bangladesh for 
this official purpose. After all, India 
played a critical role in the libera-
tion of Bangladesh. West Bengal, in 
particular, made an immense contri-
bution to the heroic struggle of our 
fellow Bengalis in (what was then) 
East Pakistan for freedom from the 
brutal regime in West Pakistan.

"However, the All lndia Trina-
mool Congress strongly objects to 
Shri Modi's programmes in Ban-
gladesh on March 27. These had 
nothing to do with either the 50th 
anniversary of the independence 
of Bangladesh or the birth cen-
tenary of 'Bangabandhu'. Rather, 
they were solely and exclusively 
intended to influence the voting 
pattern in certain constituencies 
in the ongoing elections to the Leg-
islative Assembly of West Bengal," 
O'Brien said in the letter.

"No lndian Prime Minister has 

so brazenly indulged in an uneth-
ical and undemocratic act and vi-
olated the Model Code of Conduct 
by indirectly campaigning for his 
party from foreign soil," he said.

The TMC leader further alleged 
that the political motive behind 
Modi's visit is proven by the fact 
that he took along with him BJP MP 
from West Bengal Santanu Thakur, 
who holds no official position in 
the government of lndia.

"No MP or representative from 
the Trinamool Congress or other 
parties was invited to accompa-
ny the PM. Prime Minister Shri 
Narendra Modi has thus grossly 
misused his official position to 
interfere from foreign soil in the 
election process in West Bengal," 
O'Brien said.

"The All lndia Trinamool Con-
gress demands that the Election 
Commission of lndia not only cen-
sure him but also take deterrent 
punitive action against him so that 
he dares not repeat such miscon-
duct in future," he said.

Kollkata, Mar 30 (PTI): 
Campaigning for the sec-
ond phase of West Bengal 
assembly poll ended on 
Tuesday evening, setting 
the stage for the voting in 
30 constituencies spread 
across four districts on 
April 1. The fate of 171 
candidates will be decid-
ed in the second phase 
by 75,94,549 voters who 
will exercise their fran-
chise in 10,620 polling 
booths spread across 
the 30 constituencies, 
the Election Commission 
sources said.

All the booths where 
polling will be held in the 
second phase have been 
declared as "sensitive" by 
the EC, sources in it said.

It will deploy total 
651 companies of Cen-
tral Armed Police for this 
phase of election which 
will be held in Bankura 
(Part II), Purba Medini-
pur (Part II), Paschim 
Medinipur (Part II) and 
South 24 Parganas (Part 
I), they said.

A total 199 compa-
nies of CAPF will be de-
ployed in Purba Medi-
nipur, 210 companies in 
Paschim Medinipur, 170 
in South 24 Parganas and 
72 in Bankura, the sourc-
es said. The final day of 
the campaigning saw 

hectic canvassing for the
Nandigram seat in 

Purba Medinipur district 
where Chief Minister Ma-
mata Banerjee is facing 
BJP leader and her for-
mer follower Suvednu 
Adhikari.

Union Home Min-
ister Amit Shah held 
roadshows with Ben-
gal's megastar Mithun 
Chakraborty in support 
of Adhikari in Nandigram 
during the day, while Ba-
nerjee, who is confined 
to a wheel chair follow-
ing her injury which she 
had sustained while cam-
paigning in the constitu-
ency, criss-crossed it ad-
dressing rallies at several 
venues. Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi, Shah and 

BJP national president 
J P Nadda had led BJP's 
campaign from the front 
addressing rallies at Kan-
thi and Nandigram and 
urging the electorate to 
vote for the saffron party 
to usher in 'ashol pori-
borton' (actual change) 
to build 'Sonar Bangla' 
(prosperous Bengal).

Modi in his rallies had 
attacked the TMC govern-
ment and Banerjee, accus-
ing her of "appeasement 
politics" and asserting 
that "khela shesh hobe" 
(game will be over).

Other star campaign-
ers of the BJP stressed on 
various scams of the rul-
ing Trinamool Congress 
- from the Saradha and 
Narada tape scam to the 

recent allegations over 
the siphoning of funds 
for Amphan relief and 
the COVID-19 pandemic.

They highlighted the 
achievements of the BJP-
led government at the 
Centre in their rallies and 
blamed the TMC govern-
ment for not allowing 
schemes like the Ayush-
man Bharat, PM Kisan 
Samman Nidhi to be im-
plemented in the state, 
where the BJP leaders 
claimed corruption and 
anarchy are prevalent.

Banerjee, who has 
chosen to contest from 
Nandigram instad of from 
her home seat Bhowan-
ipore in the city, stayed 
put there and campaigned 
from her wheelchair. The 
feisty politician held two 
back-to-back rallies in 
Paschim Medinipur de-
spite the early summer 
heat urging people to vote 
for TMC so that the devel-
opment work taken up 
there by the government 
continued.

Banerjee, who was 
accmpanied by TMC MP 
Abhishek Banerjee at-
tacked on the Adhikary 
family, calling them 
"gaddars" (traitors) and 
"Mir Jafars" and asked 
people not to vote for 
them. 

Imphal, Mar 30 (PTI) 
The Manipur govern-
ment issued a circular to 
the Deputy Commission-
ers of districts bordering 
Myanmar not to open 
camps to provide food 
and shelter to refugees 
fleeing the neighbouring 
country after the coup 
but withdrew it three 
days later to avoid poten-
tial public anger.

In the advisory issued 
to the DCs of Chandel, 
Tengoupal, Kamjong, 
Ukhrul and Churachand-
pur on March 26, Special 
Secretary (Home) H Gyan 
Prakash also asked them 
to stop Aadhaar enrol-
ment exercise.

As a fallout of the 
events taking place in the 
neighbouring country, 
Myanmar, it is reported 
that the country's nation-
als have been trying to 
enter India through the 
border states including 
Manipur, it said.

"District adminis-
tration should not open 
any camps to provide 
food and shelter. The civ-
il society organisations 
should also not be al-
lowed to open any camps 
to provide shelter/food," 
the circular, which came 
into public domain on 
Monday, said.

While advising the 
DCs to "politely turn 
away", those trying to 
sneak into India, the Spe-
cial Secretary wrote, in 
case of grievous injuries, 
medical attention may be 

provided on humanitrian 
considerations.

With public anger 
mounting in neighbour-
ing Mizoram against 
attempts to thwart the 
entry of refugees from 
Myanmar, the officer is-
sued another advisory 
on Monday, saying the 
contents of the previous 
letter had been "miscon-
strued".

"It appears that the 
contents of the letter 
have been miscon-
strued and interpreted 
differently. The state 
government has been 
taking all humanitarian 
steps had recently tak-
en all steps, including 
taking them to Imphal, 
to treat the injured 
Myanmarese nationals. 
The state government 
continues to provide all 
aid," it said.

"In order to avoid this 
misunderstanding I am 
directed to convey the 
decision of the Govern-
ment that it has decided 
to withdraw the letter 
dated 26.03.2021 men-
tioned above," Prakash 
said.

Mizoram Chief Min-
ister Zoramthanga had 
recently written to Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi 
urging him to provide 
asylum to the refugees, 
saying a "human ca-
tastrophe of gigantic pro-
portions" is happening in 
Myanmar and innocent 
citizens are being killed 
by the military, which 

is supposed to protect 
them.

He had dubbed as 
"not acceptable" the Cen-
tre's order to prevent 
illegal immigration from 
Myanmar and ensure 
speedy deportation of 
refugees.

Zoramthanga said 
the areas in Myanmar 
bordering Mizoram are 
inhabited by the people 
of Chin community who 
share ethnic ties and 
have had close contact 
with the people of the 
state even before India 
became Independent.

"This (MHA adviso-
ry) is not acceptable to 
Mizoram. I understand 
that there are certain for-
eign policy issues where 
India needs to proceed 
cautiously. However, 
we cannot ignore this 
humanitarian crisis," 
Zoramthanga said in the 
letter.

Over 1,000 Myanma-
rese have taken refuge in 
Mizoram since the coup, 
and a senior government 
official told PTI on Mon-
day that the state had 
received no communica-
tion from the Centre after 
the March 10 directive to 
stop illegal immigration 
from the neighbouring 
country.

An unspecified num-
ber of refugees also en-
tered Manipur, including 
those with injuries, who 
were sheltered by the 
residents of border vil-
lages.

6 states account 
for over 78 pc 
of India's fresh 
COVID-19 cases
New Delhi, Mar 30 (PTI): 
Six states, including 
Maharashtra, Punjab, 
Karnataka and Madhya 
Pradesh, have reported 
a high number of daily 
COVID-19 cases and ac-
count for 78.56 per cent 
of the 56,211 fresh cases 
recorded in the country 
in a day, the Union Health 
Ministry said on Tuesday

India's COVID-19 tally 
has climbed to 1,20,95,855, 
while 271 more fatalities 
have pushed the death toll 
to 1,62,114, according to 
the ministry's date updat-
ed at 8 am Maharashtra, 
Punjab, Karnataka, Madhya 
Pradesh, Tamil Nadu and 
Gujarat, continue to report 
a high surge in daily cases 
accounting for 78.56 per 
cent of the new infections 
reported in a span of 24 
hours, it said

The ministry said that 
Maharashtra has report-
ed the highest number of 
daily cases at 31,643. It is 
followed by Punjab with 
2,868 cases and Karnata-
ka with 2,792 cases

Ten states -- Maha-
rashtra, Gujarat, Punjab, 
Madhya Pradesh, Delhi, 
Tamil Nadu, Chhattis-
garh, Karnataka, Hary-
ana and Rajasthan -- are 
displaying an upward 
trajectory in daily cases, 
it said India's total ac-
tive cases has reached 
5,40,720 with a net rise 
of 18,912 cases in a span 
of 24 hours "Maharashtra, 
Kerala, Punjab, Karnataka 
and Chhattisgarh cumu-
latively account for 79.64 
per cent of the total active 
cases in the country.  
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Barty goes distance, tops 
Azarenka to reach Miami quarters

England garnered valuable experience in India, 
it will stand them in good stead: Silverwood

Pune, Mar 30 (PTI): England may have 
suffered series defeats across all for-
mats but head coach Chris Silverwood 
feels his team has learnt valuable les-
sons from the tour of India that will 
come in handy when it returns here for 
the T20 World Cup later this year.

India completed triumphs in all 
three formats against England, with a 
seven-run win in the series-deciding 
third ODI on Sunday.

Silverwood, in an interaction with 
the British media on Monday before the 
side headed home, reflected on the long 
tour with pride and said the English 
will be stronger when they come back 
here for the T20 World in the last quar-
ter of the year.

"It was a good, competitive game 
and a good, competitive series through-
out. I'm very proud of them, I'm proud 
of each and every player who has been 
out here," Silverwood said in the se-
ries-ending presser.

"I'm proud of the effort and the at-
titude that's been shown towards the 
game. I think we've learned a lot and 
from that point of view I couldn't ask 
any more of them," he added.

"We've got valuable experience for 
the T20 World Cup coming up, and if we 
look back at the Test series...the lessons 
they've learned, when they come back 
again they'll know what to do and have 
a better game plan."

India are slated to travel to England 
for a five-match Test series in August 
and September and Silverwood feels 
his players will be keen to settle scores 
at that time.

"These experiences will stand them 
in good stead moving forward. When 
they play against India in England, that 
will give them a bit of spice to fight back 
with. I think they will.

"There's a little time between now 
and then, but we're looking forward im-
mensely to the Test series in England. 
We always know it's very competitive, 
with two very good teams going at each 
other," he added.

England, who were coming off a 
Test series win against Sri Lanka, began 
their tour of India in remarkable fash-
ion, inflicting a 227-run defeat on the 
hosts in the first Test.

However, India, on the back of stel-
lar performances from spinners Ravi-

chandran Ashwin and Axar Patel, came 
back stronger to take the four match 
Test series 3-1. "It's a very difficult 
place to come and win, we know that. 
India are very strong in their condi-
tions, but there's been lots of encour-
agement," Silverwood said.

India is set to host the T20 World 
Cup later this year and Silverwood feels 
the English players will be better pre-
pared after getting familiar with the In-
dian conditions.

"From a T20 point of view it's been 
really interesting how India operate 
in their conditions, what types of balls 
they bowled. Equally our batsmen have 
had a look at those conditions," he 
pointed out.

"So there's a lot of encouraging 
signs out here and a lot to take away. 
We'll be working on various things be-
tween now and the World Cup," he said.

Silverwood also spoke about En-
gland's much-debated rotation poli-
cy that has garnered a lot of criticism 
recently, reiterating that he wouldn't 
change the approach.

"I would do the same again. I've said 
all along the priority has to be that the 

players are alright. Stepping in before 
anybody breaks, so to speak, is the best 
way to go.

"Prevention is better than a cure. 
Trying to keep the players fresh in 
mind and body is key to that, and I think 
we've just about got that right."

Star pacer Jofra Archer is set to miss 
the first part of the IPL due to an elbow 
injury.

Silverwood said the 25-year-old is 
also being treated for a hand injury he 
suffered before to the Sri Lanka and In-
dia tours.

"Obviously Jofra cut his hand before 
he came here but when he arrived the 
wound has closed up. It didn't really 
give him too much hassle to be honest.

"The fact is when he's at home get-
ting his elbow injected it gave us an op-
portunity to assess his finger as well, 
and see if there's any more sort of infec-
tion there or anything," he said.

"I'm not quite sure what's in there. 
Obviously he'll see the specialist and 
they'll make an assessment, but it was 
just an ideal time for him to get it looked 
at while he was waiting for the injection 
to work on his elbow," he added.

Miami, Mar 30 (AP): Ash Barty 
is tough to beat under any cir-
cumstances, especially when 
she's on the ropes.

She proved that again Mon-
day. The world's top-ranked 
player has reached the Miami 
Open quarterfinals, getting 
there by holding off 14th-seed-
ed Victoria Azarenka of Belar-
us 6-1, 1-6, 6-2. It was Barty's 
17th win in her last 20 three-
set matches, two of those vic-
tories for the Australian com-
ing so far in this tournament.

That's a cool stat, Barty 
said. This, too, was cool: The 
match lived up to its showdown 
potential, with the reigning Mi-
ami Open champion and cur-
rent world No. 1 in Barty facing 
someone who has won the Mi-
ami title three times and a previ-
ous world No. 1 in Azarenka.

Barty rolled in the first set, 
Azarenka in the second. But 
the third as they tend to be 
was all Barty, who was never in 
trouble in the deciding set.

It's just about staying in the 
fight, Barty said.

It's about not relenting, not 
giving up regardless of wheth-
er you lose a set or you get a 
break, whatever it might be. I 
think it's just about trying to 
hang around and I've worked 
my backside off off the court 
to make sure that I feel like I'm 
good physical condition to play 
tennis.

No. 5 seed Elina Svitolina of 
Ukraine needed nearly 2 hours 
to beat ninth-seeded Petra Kvi-
tova of the Czech Republic 2-6, 
7-5, 7-5 and earn her ticket to 
the quarterfinals.

It was not easy conditions, 
said Svitolina, who has already 

matched her best Miami finish 
by making the quarters.

I was trying to fight, trying 
to find a way, one extra ball 
over the net.

Barty will next face No. 7 
seed Aryna Sabalenka, a 6-1, 
6-2 winner over No. 19 seed 
Marketa Vondrousova. Svitoli-
na will play unseeded Anasta-
sija Sevastova of Latvia in the 
quarters; Sevastova was a 6-1, 
7-5 winner over wild-card Ana 
Konjuh of Croatia.

No. 2 women's seed Naomi 
Osaka of Japan ran her win-
ning streak to 23 matches and 
moved into the quarters by 
topping No. 16 seed Elise Mer-
tens of Belgium, 6-3, 6-3.

I'm not the type of player 
that really needs that many 
tournaments to feel a groove," 
Osaka said.

Osaka wasted six set points 
before finally finishing off Mer-

tens to win the opening set; 
she needed five break points 
before cashing in to go up 2-1 
in the second. Mertens later 
needed a medical timeout that 
lasted about 10 minutes while 
she left the court to get treat-
ment on the area below her 
right shoulder.

She didn't win another 
game; Osaka casually munched 
on a banana and took a few 
serves while waiting for Mer-
tens to return, then cruised 
the rest of the way. Osaka next 
meets No. 23 Maria Sakkari 
of Greece, who won a 2-hour, 
38-minute marathon over No. 
29 Jessica Pegula of the U.S.

Sakkari fended off six 
match points and won 6-4, 2-6, 
7-6 (6).

Unseeded Sara Sorribes 
Tormo of Spain got her fourth 
win of the tournament, all of 
them three-setters. She topped 

No. 27 seed Ons Jabeur of Tu-
nisia 6-4, 0-6, 6-1. Next up for 
Tormo: either No. 8 seed Bi-
anca Andreescu of Canada or 
No. 12 seed Garbine Muguru-
za of Spain, who were playing 
the last women's round-of-16 
match late Monday night.

I'm playing the best ten-
nis of my life, this is for sure," 
Tormo said after her shortest 
match of the tournament a 
mere 2 hours.

On the men's side, Sebas-
tian Korda of the U.S. got his 
second consecutive win over a 
seeded foe, this one a 6-3, 6-0 
romp past No. 17 Aslan Karat-
sev of Russia. Korda's reward 
is a matchup with No. 5 seed 
Diego Schwartzman of Argen-
tina in the round of 16.

Korda is one of four U.S. 
men in the round of 16 at Mi-
ami. His father, Petr Korda, 
played in the event 10 times at 

its former Key Biscayne home 
and made the round of 16 on 
four occasions.

It's cool and it's been su-
per-special for sure," the 
younger Korda said of having 
Miami success.

No. 26-seeded Hubert 
Hurkacz of Poland upset 
sixth-seeded Denis Shapovalov 
of Canada 6-3, 7-6 (6). 
Shapovalov was clearly frus-
trated with some calls that the 
Hawk-Eye Live technology the 
system that replaces live lines 
judges with cameras saw one 
way and he saw another way.

We're getting used to that, 
that Hawk-Eye life," Hurkacz 
said. It's a little bit different."

No. 2 seed Stefanos Tsitsip-
as of Greece topped No. 28 Kei 
Nishikori of Japan 6-3, 3-6, 6-1. 
Tsitsipas meets No. 24 Lorenzo 
Sonnego of Italy, a 7-6 (6), 6-3 
winner over Daniel Elahi Galan 
of Colombia.

In other third-round men's 
matchups, Schwartzman de-
feated 25th-seeded Adrian 
Mannarino of France 6-1, 6-4; 
12th-seeded Milos Raonic of 
Canada topped 20th-seeded 
Ugo Humbert of France 6-4, 7-5; 
and 2014 U.S. Open champion 
Marin Cilic of Croatia defeated 
Italy's Lorenzo Musetti 6-3, 6-4.

Cilic will meet fourth-seed-
ed Andrey Rublev of Russia 
next. Rublev rolled past Hun-
gary's Marton Fucsovics 6-2, 
6-1 beating him head-to-head 
for the third time in the last 22 
days, and that doesn't even in-
clude a walkover victory over 
Fucsovics in Qatar in that span.

Marton (told) me, I don't 
want to see you. I don't want to 
see you,'" Rublev said.

English 2nd-tier clubs secure 
more than $160M in funding

Harmanpreet Kaur tests 
positive for COVID-19

Interested in 
captaining Australia 
again: Steve Smith

5 kiled in accident at deep 
well site in Meghalaya

Sydney, Mar 30 (PTI): 
Steve Smith says he is 
interested in becoming 
Australia captain once 
again if the opportunity 
comes, asserting that he 
has learnt to live with 
the damage caused to his 
career and reputation by 
the 2018 ball-tampering 
scandal.

The 31-year-old 
Smith served a one-year 
ban from playing and 
was disqualified from 
leading Australia for two 
years because of his role 
in the incident in which 
Australians were caught 
using sandpaper to alter 
the condition of the ball 
against South Africa.

"I've certainly had a 
lot of time to think about 
it and I guess now I've 
got to a point where if the 
opportunity did come up 
again I would be keen," 
Smith told 'News Corp'.

The ball-tampering 
scandal led to a review of 
the team's win-at-all-cost 
approach to the game. 
Smith returned to help 
Australia win the Ash-
es in 2019 after his ban 
ended but has resolutely 
avoided the subject of 
captaincy.

"If it was what Crick-
et Australia wanted and 

it was what was best for 
the team at the time, it's 
certainly something I 
would be interested in 
now, that's for sure," he 
added.

Smith acknowledged 
that the scandal will for-
ever be attached to his 
name and he will not let 
that get in the way of as-
suming leadership again.

"I'm always going to 
have to live with Cape 
Town regardless of 
whether I lead again or 
not. It's always there," 
he said. "I've been 
through all that now. 
Time keeps moving for-
ward, and I've learnt so 
much the last few years 
about myself and grown 
as a human being.

"I feel as though I'd 
be in a better place if the 
opportunity did come up. 
If it doesn't, that's fine 
as well and I'd support 
whoever is in charge the 
same way I've support-
ed (Test captain) Tim 
(Paine) and Finchy (ODI 
captain Aaron Finch)."

Paine has been under 
fire ever since Australia 
lost a high-stakes Test se-
ries to an injury-plagued 
India earlier this year. 
Finch, on the other hand, 
has turned 34.

London, Mar 30 (AP): 
England's second-tier 
Championship secured a 
funding package worth 
more than 160 million 
that will enable clubs 
to meet their tax liabil-
ities amid a downturn 
in revenues during the 
pandemic.

There have been no 
spectators for matches 
in the division for the 
equivalent of a full sea-
son since the coronavirus 
outbreak, meaning clubs 
in the 24-team league 
have lost around 200 
million in gate receipts 
as well as other match-
day revenue streams.

The support will be 

pivotal to clubs being 
able to re-evaluate their 
financial position, said 
Rick Parry, chairman of the 
English Football League, 
which runs the three divi-
sions below the Premier 
League, and help them 
start to plot their way out 

of the pandemic and plan 
with greater certainty for 
2021/22 when we are hop-
ing for the return of fans in 
large numbers.

The Premier League 
committed to paying up 
to 20 million in support 
of the EFL securing the 

loan facility, the EFL said.
The top-flight has 

previously made up to 
nearly 70 million in fi-
nancial aid available to 
clubs in the third and 
fourth tiers of English 
soccer to help cover costs 
during the pandemic.

Patiala, Mar 30 
(PTI): The Indian 
women's T20 team 
captain Harmanpreet 
Kaur has tested posi-
tive for COVID-19 and 
is experiencing mild 
symptoms.

Kaur, who did not 
play in the T20 series 
against South Africa in 
Lucknow after injuring 
herself in the fifth ODI 
on March 17, got her-
self tested on Monday 
after developing mild 
fever.

"She is self-iso-
lating at home. She 
got tested yesterday 
and the report came 
positive today morn-
ing. She had mild fe-

ver since four days so 
thought it was best to 
get tested. She is do-
ing fine otherwise and 
should recover soon," 
a source close to the 
player told PTI.

"She was getting 
tested regularly during 
the South Africa se-
ries so she must have 
caught the virus after 
that only," the source 
added.

Kaur had shown 
decent form in 
the ODIs scoring a 
half-century and a 40.

India, who re-
turned to interna-
tional cricket after 12 
months, lost both the 
ODI and T20 series.

Shillong, Mar 29 
(PTI): Five workers 
died in an accident 
while constructing a 
deep well in Megha-
laya's West Jaintia Hills 
district, police said on 
Monday.

Two others have 
been rescued from the 
well at Mihmyntdu vil-
lage on the outskirts of 
Jowai town, they said.

A special rescue 
team reached the spot 
and recovered the 

bodies of five persons 
from different levels 
of the under-construc-
tion, 35-metre-deep 
well, Fire Service SP A 
Goenka said.

"The labourers 
probably fell uncon-
scious due to the 
fumes of a pump they 
were using to draw 
water," Goenka said.

The rescued work-
ers are undergoing 
treatment, the offi-
cial said.
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China sharply reduces elected 
seats in Hong Kong legislature

HONG KONG (AP): China 
has sharply reduced the 
number of directly elect-
ed seats in Hong Kong’s 
legislature in a setback 
for the territory’s already 
beleaguered democracy 
movement.

The changes were an-
nounced Tuesday after a 
two-day meeting of Chi-
na’s top legislature.

The legislature will 
be expanded to 90 seats, 
and only 20 will be elect-
ed by the public. Current-
ly, half of the 70-seat leg-
islature — 35 seats — is 
directly elected.

The move is part of a 
two-phase effort to rein 
in political protest and 
opposition in Hong Kong, 
which is part of China 
but has had a more lib-
eral political system as 
a former British colony. 
China imposed a nation-
al security law on Hong 
Kong last year and is fol-
lowing up this year with 
a revamp of the electoral 
process.

The crackdown 
comes in the wake of 
months of pro-democra-
cy protests in 2019 that 
brought hundreds of 
thousands to the streets 
and turned violent as the 
government resisted the 
movement’s demands.

“It’s a very sad day 
for Hong Kong. The elec-
tion system is completely 
dismantled,” said former 
lawmaker and Democrat-
ic Party member Emily 
Lau.

“They are going to get 
rid of opposition voices 
because under this new 
system, which is so op-
pressive and restrictive, 
I don’t think any self-re-
specting individual will 
want to take part,” Lau 
said.

China’s top legisla-
ture, the Standing Com-
mittee of the Nation-
al People’s Congress, 
amended Hong Kong’s 
constitution to pave the 
way for the changes. The 
Hong Kong government 
is now tasked with revis-
ing its electoral laws and 
holding an election.

In the current 
70-member legislature, 
voters elect half the 
members and the other 
half are chosen by con-
stituencies representing 
various professions and 
interest groups. Many of 
the constituencies lean 
pro-Beijing, ensuring 
that wing a majority in 
the legislature.

The new body will 
have 20 elected mem-
bers, 30 chosen by the 
constituencies and 40 by 
an Election Committee 
which also chooses the 
city’s leader. The com-
mittee, which will be 
expanded from 1,200 to 
1,500 members, is dom-
inated by supporters of 
the central government 
in Beijing.

Election hopefuls will 
undergo vetting by the 
national security police 
and a committee that 
oversees national securi-
ty in the city.

A new separate body 
will also be established to 
review the qualifications 
of candidates for office in 
Hong Kong to ensure the 
city is governed by “pa-
triots,” in the language of 
the central government.

The full National 
People’s Congress rub-
ber-stamped a proposal 
in mid-March that autho-

rized the Standing Com-
mittee to amend the Ba-
sic Law, the constitution 
that has governed Hong 
Kong since the former 
British colony was hand-
ed over to China in 1997 
under a “one country, 
two systems” framework 
that promised it semi-au-
tonomy for 50 years.

Hong Kong leader 
Carrie Lam said at a news 
conference Tuesday that 
the new committee to vet 
candidates will consist of 
a few government offi-
cials who are also trusted 
by the central govern-
ment. Lam dismissed 
concerns that the chang-
es will affect plans for the 
city to achieve universal 
suffrage and allow res-
idents to vote for their 
leader.

“I may as well say 
this very categorically 
that the central govern-
ment is very sincere to 
give Hong Kong people 
so-called more democra-
cy, that is, universal suf-
frage,” Lam said.

She blamed pro-de-
mocracy lawmakers for 
objecting in 2014 to a 
proposal that would have 
allowed residents to vote 
for the chief executive on 
the condition that Beijing 
would vet the candidates.

“As we move ahead 

with the current set of 
improvements in place, 
then in accordance with 
Hong Kong’s actual sit-
uation and in an orderly 
and gradual manner ... 
I’m quite certain that we 
will still have universal 
suffrage in selecting the 
chief executive,” she said.

“We just need to act in 
concert, and make sure 
that we are not moving 
away from this very fun-
damental concept of ‘one 
country, two systems,’” 
she said.

The political oppo-
sition in Hong Kong — 
which has sought more 
democracy — sees the 
changes as part of a 
broader effort to keep 
them out of office.

Democratic Party 
chairman Lo Kin-hei 
said there are questions 
whether the new system 
“can actually reflect what 
Hong Kong people think 
and what Hong Kong 
people believe.”

Lo said members of 
the Democratic Party are 
still discussing whether 
they plan to run for elec-
tion.

“All those changes 
will affect how we dis-
cuss and affect how our 
party members think 
about the election sys-
tem, and whether or not 

we will fun for election in 
the future,” he said.

In part, it comes 
down to the definition of 
patriots. The opposition 
tried to block legislation 
by filibustering a key 
legislative committee for 
months and disrupting 
legislative proceedings.

Beijing, which prior-
itizes political stability, 
sees these actions as in-
terfering with the gov-
erning of Hong Kong and 
wants to keep these ac-
tors out of government.

A statement by Bei-
jing’s Hong Kong and 
Macau Affairs Office said 
the Hong Kong national 
security law provided a 
solid legal foundation to 
safeguard national secu-
rity and that the electoral 
reforms provide a “solid 
institutional guarantee” 
of the city’s “one country, 
two systems” framework 
and ensure that only “pa-
triots” rule Hong Kong.

The statement also 
said that with the elector-
al changes, the relation-
ship between the city’s 
leader and the legislature 
will be smoother, and the 
“various deep-seated 
contradictions and prob-
lems that have plagued 
Hong Kong for a long 
time” will be more effec-
tively resolved.

Suez Canal reopens after stuck cargo ship is freed
Suez (Egypt), Mar 30 (AP): Salvage teams 
on Monday finally freed the colossal con-
tainer ship stuck for nearly a week in 
the Suez Canal, ending a crisis that had 
clogged one of the world's most vital wa-
terways and halted billions of dollars a 
day in maritime commerce.

A flotilla of tugboats, helped by the tides, 
wrenched the bulbous bow of the skyscrap-
er-sized Ever Given from the canal's sandy 
bank, where it had been firmly lodged since 
March 23.

The tugs blared their horns in jubilation 
as they guided the Ever Given through the 
water after days of futility that had captivat-
ed the world, drawing scrutiny and social 
media ridicule.

We pulled it off! said Peter Berdowski, 
CEO of Boskalis, the salvage firm hired to 
extract the Ever Given. I am excited to an-
nounce that our team of experts, working in 
close collaboration with the Suez Canal Au-
thority, successfully refloated the Ever Given 
thereby making free passage through the 
Suez Canal possible again.

Navigation in the canal resumed at 6 
p.m. local time (1600 GMT, noon EDT) said 
Lt. Gen. Osama Rabei, head of the Suez Ca-
nal Authority, adding that the first ships that 
were moving carried livestock. From the city 
of Suez, ships stacked with containers could 
be seen exiting the canal into the Red Sea.

At least 113 of over 420 vessels that had 
waited for Ever Given to be freed are expect-
ed to cross the canal by Tuesday morning, 
Rabei added at a news conference.

Analysts expect it could take at least 
another 10 days to clear the backlog on 
either end.

The Ever Given sailed to the Great Bitter 

Lake, a wide stretch of water halfway be-
tween the north and south ends of the canal, 
for inspection, said Evergreen Marine Corp., 
a Taiwan-based shipping company that op-
erates the ship.

Buffeted by a sandstorm, the Ever Giv-
en had crashed into a bank of a single-lane 
stretch of the canal about 6 kilometers (3.7 
miles) north of the southern entrance, near 
the city of Suez. That created a massive traf-
fic jam that held up 9 billion a day in glob-
al trade and strained supply chains already 
burdened by the coronavirus pandemic.

Rabei said an investigation would de-
termine why the Ever Given got stuck, and 
he estimated daily losses to the canal of be-
tween 12 million to 15 million.

The Suez Canal is not guilty of what hap-
pened. We are the ones who suffered dam-
age. he said.

At least 367 vessels, carrying everything 
from crude oil to cattle, had backed up to 
wait to traverse the canal. Dozens of others 
have taken the long, alternate route around 
the Cape of Good Hope at Africa's southern 
tip a 5,000-kilometer (3,100-mile) detour 
that costs ships hundreds of thousands of 
dollars in fuel and other costs. The canal is 
a source of national pride and crucial reve-
nue for Egypt, and President Abdel Fattah 
el-Sissi praised Monday's events after days 
of silence about the blockage.

Egyptians have succeeded in ending the 
crisis, he wrote on Facebook, despite the 
massive technical complexity.

In the village of Amer, which overlooks 
the canal, residents cheered as the vessel 
moved along. Many scrambled to get a closer 
look while others mockingly waved goodbye 
to the departing ship from their fields of clo-

ver Mission accomplished, villager Abdalla 
Ramadan said. The whole world is relieved.

The US Embassy in Cairo tweeted its 
congratulations to Egypt.

The breakthrough followed days of im-
mense effort with an elite salvage team 
from the Netherlands. Tugboats pushed 
and pulled to budge the behemoth from the 
shore, their work buoyed by high tide at 
dawn Monday that led to the vessel's partial 
refloating. Specialized dredgers dug out the 
stern and vacuumed sand and mud from be-
neath the bow.

The operation was extremely delicate. 
While the Ever Given was stuck, the rising 
and falling tides put stress on the vessel, 
which is 400 meters (a quarter mile) long, 
raising concerns it could crack.

Rabei praised the team, saying they 
achieved a very difficult mission in re-
cord time, without damaging the vessel 
or its cargo.

Berdowski told Dutch radio station NPO 
1 the company had always believed it would 
be the two powerful tugboats it sent that 
would free the ship. Monday's strong tide 
helped push the ship at the top while we 
pulled at the bottom and luckily it shot 
free, he said. We were helped enormously 
by the strong falling tide we had this af-
ternoon. In effect, you have the forces of 
nature pushing hard with you and they 
pushed harder than the two sea tugs could 
pull, Berdowski added.

The crew on the tugs was euphoric, but 
there also was a tense moment when the 
huge ship was floating free so then you have 
to get it under control very quickly with the 
tugs around it so that it doesn't push itself 
back into the other side of the canal, he said.

Swiss banker to Venezuelan 
kleptocrats becomes star witness

Syrian who fled to Germany 
drops out of race for parliament

Miami, Mar 30 (AP): Mat-
thias Krull pulls up his 
pant leg and slides a gar-
dening shear on the an-
kle monitor that for two 
years has been a constant 
reminder of his crimes.

With a court order in 
hand, and a child's voice 
echoing from the next 
room, the former Swiss 
banker snips the hard 
plastic releasing a torrent 
of emotion as he contem-
plates his past mistakes 
and hopes for rebuilding 
what, until his arrest, had 
been a charmed life.

Physically, I got used 
to it, but psychologically 
it's liberating, Krull said 
from the living room 
of his rented home in a 
leafy Miami suburb.

To be able to wear 
shorts again is a big 
thing. I was at my son's 
soccer games and every-
body was in shorts in 100 
degrees. I was in long 
pants.

Krull's troubles stem 
from his time as a bank-
er in Venezuela, a nation 
that has been plagued by 
epic corruption in two 
decades of socialist rule, 
first under the populist 
President Hugo Ch vez, 
then his handpicked suc-
cessor, Nicol s Maduro. 
During that time, Krull, 
who worked for the Ju-
lius Baer Group, played 
a singular role as the go-
to private banker for the 
so-called Bolichicos the 

privileged offspring of 
Venezuela's Bolivarian 
revolution as they looked 
to shuttle their overnight 
fortunes offshore. Among 
his would-be clients: 
Maduro's stepsons.

But then in 2018, 
the blond, bespectacled 
banker was arrested 
on money laundering 
charges at Miami's inter-
national airport while va-
cationing with his family.

Thrust into a spot-
light he never sought, the 
normally discreet Euro-
pean began his second act 
as the all-star witness to a 
US federal criminal inves-
tigation known as Opera-
tion Money Flight, which 
seeks to untangle how 
Venezuelan kleptocrats 
stole billions in oil wealth 
from their country.

By all accounts, 
Krull's assistance map-
ping the shell companies 
and straw men strung 
across secretive jurisdic-
tions like Antigua, Malta 
and Hong Kong where 
Venezuelans have hidden 
their ill-gotten wealth 
has proven decisive.

Since pleading guilty 
in 2018, he has helped 
prosecutors enlist other 
Swiss bankers as wit-
nesses, pressed Venezue-
lan money launderers to 
surrender and assisted 
numerous European in-
vestigations.

In recognition of 
those efforts, a judge in 

September slashed his 
original 10-year prison 
sentence by 65 per cent, 
according to recently 
unsealed court filings 
one of the largest reduc-
tions ever in Miami fed-
eral court.

The judge also re-
laxed Krull's probation 
conditions, allowing 
him to remove the ankle 
monitor that kept him 
confined to his home 
from 7:30 pm to 7:30 am 
He is scheduled to start 
his 42-month prison sen-
tence this summer.

Hovering over his 
ordeal is a more vexing 
question: whether any-
one else was responsible 
in the corruption. To date, 
Krull is the only banker 
to have been prosecut-
ed in the US in connec-
tion with the corruption 
even though numerous 
other white-shoe firms 
for years competed for a 
piece of what had been 
one of the world's hottest 
markets for wealth man-
agement.

And while Julius Baer 
has dismissed his actions 
as those of a rogue em-
ployee, Swiss regulators 
last year found that the 
august money house, in 
its drive for profits, over-
looked red flags and in-
centivised bad behaviour, 
much as it did during an 
earlier financial scandal 
involving soccer govern-
ing body FIFA.

BERLIN (AP): A Syrian 
man who came to Germa-
ny as an asylum-seeker 
in 2015 and was running 
for a seat in parliament 
in his new country’s 
September election said 
Tuesday that he is with-
drawing his candidacy.

Tareq Alaows, who 
joined the Green party 
last year and was run-
ning as its candidate in a 
constituency in western 
Germany in the Sept. 26 
vote, said in a statement 
that he made his decision 
for personal reasons.

“The high threat level 
for me but especially for 
people close to me is the 

most important reason 
for withdrawing my can-
didacy,” Alaows wrote, 
without elaborating. He 
also said he experienced 
a lot of racism during 
his campaign, which he 
started early last month.

“My candidacy 
showed that in all parties 
in politics and across so-
ciety, strong structures 
are needed to confront 
racism and help those af-
fected,” he said.

Before fleeing to Ger-
many, Alaows participat-
ed in peaceful protests 
against Syrian President 
Bashar Assad’s govern-
ment while studying law 

at the University of Alep-
po. He also volunteered 
for the Red Crescent relief 
group during the civil war 
and helped register inter-
nally displaced people. Af-
ter his arrival in Germany, 
he soon became active in 
politics again, protesting 
for more rights and im-
proved living conditions 
of asylum-seekers in the 
country.

Alaows, who is fluent 
in German and works 
as a legal counselor for 
asylum-seekers, said he 
wanted to give a voice 
to the country’s asy-
lum-seekers in parlia-
ment.
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NIGHT OUT! The singer, Rihanna leaves dinner with bright red 
lips in Santa Monica. 
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EtCETERA

Aries:
There's a saying, “Before you criticise a man, walk a mile 
in his shoes”—and this saying is something you're being 
asked to reflect upon today. The truth is, we all come 
here with our karmic baggage, baggage that another 
person can't possibly have perspective on. It’s best to 
release the judgments, to live and to let live. Trust that the 
gift of compassion will transform even the most complex 
relationships.
Tip: Release the judgements.
Taurus:
Take a moment to reflect upon what your actions are 
being guided by. Could fear be sabotaging the game for 
you yet again? The cards are urging you to become an 
observer of the inner oscillation. To notice, without judge-
ment, how your mind is convincing you that you will fail 
yet again. The truth is, you may or may not. Don't let that 
stop you from going after your dreams with a newfound 
passion.
Tip: What would love do?
Gemini:
The energy of the full moon has been all kinds of cra-
zy, and you're still reeling from the madness that was 
the weekend. Try not to get too caught up in your head, 
though. Laugh, be silly, and find the humour in every 
situation. Work on releasing the tension that you may 

have collected in the body as well. A party for one in your 
bedroom sounds like the best way to say, “Universe, I'm 
ready for whatever you are about to throw my way!”
Tip: Laughter is the best medicine, my loves.
Cancer:
This is not how you expected things to end, yet they did. 
It's but natural to feel unsettled about the given situation. 
Take the time you need to grieve and let go of the resid-
ual emotions. However, once you've let it all out, vow to 
close the chapter once and for all. Remember, the divine 
plan is without a flaw and that things are taking a turn for 
the better. You will see proof of this in your reality soon 
enough.
Tip: Let go with love.
Leo:
What if we said that you are a part of the Divine Con-
sciousness, Source energy in human form? It’s our 
conditioning, combined with the rules of the matrix, that 
keeps us in the illusion of separation, which in turn makes 
us feel like we're alone and that there is nobody looking 
out for us. But that’s far from the truth, Leo. You are con-
nected to the heart of the Universe and the heart of the 
Universe is pulsating through you. The best thing you 
can do for yourself at this stage is to remember who you 
are and what you came here for.
Tip: You are Source energy in human form.

Virgo:
It's true that things unfolded in an unpleasant manner—a 
manner that caused you immense pain. But seeing 
yourself as the victim in this story will only aggravate your 
wounds, Virgo. So, consider shifting your gaze a little. 
Think of the person or situation as a catalyst for inner 
transformation. Realising that things were happening 
for you, and not to you, is the first step towards making 
amends.
Tip: It's time to make peace with the past, Virgo.
Libra:
Not everything is meant to last forever and that's okay. 
Some of you may find yourself writing a goodbye note to 
somebody who means the world to you. Others may be 
leaving behind a safe and secure workspace in order to 
follow their bliss. While there's a part of you that's mourn-
ing this loss, there's another part of you that's celebrat-
ing what is yet to come. Allow life to reveal the grand 
plan to you. Trust that you will *not* be disappointed.
Tip: Change is upon us.
Scorpio:
Your history doesn't define you. Your actions do. So, 
be an adult, take charge of your life, and stop blam-
ing other people for what went wrong. This week, you 
want to offer a prayer of gratitude for the challenges 
that awakened you to your truth. The cards are also 

urging you to be cognisant of the signs you are receiv-
ing from the outside world. It's time to see the situation 
as it is (rather than how you want it to be). Taking the 
rose-tinted glasses off may cause discomfort initially. 
But in the long run, you are likely to feel a huge sense 
of relief.
Tip: Offer a prayer of gratitude for the challenges that 
awakened you to your truth.
Sagittarius:
There will always be more things to do, people to 
please and tens and thousands of deadlines to meet. 
Do you really want to let the material world get the 
better of you, though? The cards are urging you to 
balance your worldly responsibilities with your spiritual 
side. Remember, there's no one-size-fits-all when it 
comes to connecting with the Divine. The simple act 
of capturing the sunset on your canvas could prove to 
be deeply therapeutic.
Tip: Find your own way to connect with the Divine.
Capricorn:
The lotus is a celebrated symbol in ancient cultures 
across the world. It signifies transcendence—triumph 
over the complicated karma that we as humans find 
ourselves in the midst of time and again. Today, you're 
being asked to meditate on this symbol as you honour 
the murkiness around you as an opportunity to blossom. 

Let everything within you be transformed by love. Let ev-
erything around you be transformed by love. Capricorn, 
this is truly a time of coming home to yourself.
Tip: Let everything within and without be transformed by 
love.
Aquarius:
What do you do when things refuse to go as per 'the 
plan'? Do you moan and groan or accept every curveball 
as an opportunity to evolve and be inventive? Something 
tells us the ability to improvise is going to come in handy 
today. Remember, things are happening for you, not to 
you. Choosing to focus on the silver linings will help you 
get through the turbulence.
Tip: Accept every curveball as an opportunity to grow and 
evolve.
Pisces:
You've been here before, Pisces, with people who only 
half-loved you and chose to exit at the first sign of dis-
cord. Do you really want to repeat the old pattern, or hold 
on to what is no longer in alignment? The truth is, things 
are not going to work out this time around either, which is 
something you are aware of on a subconscious level. So, 
do what's right for you. Take a stance. Cut the cord. The 
Universe is holding space for you to call in a relationship 
that honours your light.
Tip: Cut the cord if you must.

PICTURE

The
BIG

Bethenny Frankel Teases Wedding 
Plans After Announcing Engagement

‘Captain Underpants’ spin-off 
pulled for ‘passive racism’

Ingrid Michaelson Apologizes to Zayn Malik and 
Gigi Hadid After Referring to Them as "Married"

Metcalf loves her 
‘weirdo B storyline’ on 
TV’s ‘The Conners’
NEW YORK (AP): Laurie Metcalf 
smiles and laughs when she thinks 
of her character Jackie and her assort-
ed misadventures on the “Roseanne” 
spinoff, “The Conners.” Dating back to 
her introduction in Roseanne Barr’s 
1988’s sitcom, Jackie has reinvented her-
self many times over. She’s been a cop, a 
truck driver, a factory worker, co-owner 
of The Lanford Lunch Box (which was re-
opened on “The Conners), and was for a 
time, as the character describes it, “Lan-
ford’s leading life coach.”

The role earned Metcalf three 
Emmy Awards while “Roseanne” was 
on the air, but she’s content with Jackie 
being a supporting role. “A little bit of 
Jackie goes a long way, so I’m always 
the weirdo B storyline. Too much of 
Jackie would be just overdose.”

While the character’s overall per-
sona has remained unchanged through 
both series, it’s provided a chance to 
grow as an actor. When “Roseanne” 
started, Metcalf was a theater actor 
with no experience in television.

“Everything was new to me. I had 
a big learning curve to jump into a 
multi-camera sitcom. The writers 
started writing to each one of our dif-
ferent strengths,” Metcalf recalled.

“I’m assuming that one of my 
strengths was to be this victimized 
loser who didn’t have a clue that’s 
what she was to begin with,” she said 
laughing. “But (Jackie) just went out 
every day with her head up and de-
termined to to do something great or 
make something. And then it would all 
come collapsing down around her. But, 
she had definite, firm opinions about 
things. And she still to this day med-
dles in the rest of the family’s business, 
even though her own life is collapsing 
around her.” That sometimes involves 
Jackie’s romantic interests, which 
have been played by actors including 
George Clooney, Jim Varney and Mat-
thew Broderick.   

Bethenny Frankel opened up 
about her "wonderful" engage-

ment to fiancé Paul Bernon, though 
it appears that The Real Housewives 
of New York City star isn't thinking 
too far ahead just yet.

Once again, there are wedding 
bells in the future for Bethenny 
Frankel, although it seems like 
she's taking her time making 
plans for the big day.

Last week, E! News revealed 
the Real Housewives star was 
officially divorced from her hus-
band, Jason Hoppy, after 11 years 
of marriage. Soon after, a source 
confirmed she's already planning 
for another trip down the aisle 
because she is, in fact, engaged to 
film producer Paul Bernon, whom 
she's been dating for two years.

On Monday, March 29, Extra 
spoke with Bethenny and con-
gratulated her on the engage-
ment. The reality star responded, 
"Thank you. I'm very excited, and 
it's really wonderful."

Bethenny told the outlet she 
isn't sure where she'll get married, say-
ing, "I'm not sure. I mean, I love New 
York. I'm not sure." We'll have to stay 
tuned for more deets. 

Rumors started swirling that the 

50 year old was engaged after she was 
spotted in Florida with a giant rock on 
that finger. Fans got another look at her 
stunning engagement ring last week, 
when she posted about her Skinnygirl 
syrups on Instagram and gave a sneak 

peek.  Of course, the real sweet-
ener to life is her future husband, 
Paul, 43. She told People all about 
their romance in 2019, saying, "I 
don't know if it's a yin to my yang, 
but he's really relaxed, he's mel-
low and he's very, very funny." 

They split up briefly in the 
fall of 2020, but clearly things are 
back on track. 

After news broke of her en-
gagement, Bethenny shared a 
photo of herself on the beach, 
lounging in a yellow innertube. 
She cryptically wrote, "It's very 
important to relax, sleep, laugh, 
love, eat and heal. It regenerates 
us to create space for good ideas & 
a restored spirit to fuel us in work, 
family, philanthropy, and relation-
ships. Bye vacation…"

She added, "I'm always grateful 
for the experiences that my hard 
work allows me to have and cre-
ate for my [peanut emoji]. Xoxo."  
Bethenny and Jason were legal-
ly married from 2010 to 2021, 
though she filed for divorce all the 

way back in 2013. They share 10-year-
old daughter Bryn.

Before that, the Shark Tank alum 
was married to Peter Sussman from 
1996 to 1997.

After her offhand comment about 
Zayn Malik and Gigi Hadid being 

"married" caused chaos on the Internet, 
singer Ingrid Michaelson took to social 
media to set the record straight.

Singer-songwriter Ingrid Michael-
son quickly got a glimpse into what it's 
like to have fame on the level of Zayn 
Malik and Gigi Hadid. 

The 41-year-old "Girls 
Chase Boys" performer briefly 
sent social media into a frenzy 
on Monday, March 29 when 
she mistakenly referred to the 
longtime couple as "married" 
during a live stream on Patre-
on. At the time, she had been 
expressing appreciation that 
the 28-year-old One Direc-
tion standout recorded their 
recent duet "To Begin Again" 
with her, but fans quickly as-
sumed Ingrid might know 
something the rest of the 
world doesn't.

Later that night, after 
"Zayn is married" had been 
trending on Twitter, Ingrid 
took to her Instagram Story to apologize 
to Zayn and Gigi for her accidental gaffe 
and thank the fans who supported her 
throughout the stressful turn of events.

"So, I should be asleep, but it's been 
a crazy hour, hour and a half," she said in 
the footage. "On my Patreon live stream, 
I said that I'm working with Zayn. I men-
tioned that he was married, and he's not 
married. As far as I know, he's not mar-
ried. It was a mistake. I'm so sorry, I said 
I was sorry. I don't live in this world. So 
the level of fame, it makes me really, tru-
ly admire Zayn and anybody with that 
level of fame. Every little thing you say is 
just, Wow! I'm not built for it."

She continued, "Just everybody has 
said really sweet things to me, and I have 
taken it very much to heart. And thank 
you. You have helped me to be able to, 
probably, fall asleep tonight. So that's 
all. My apologies to Zayn and Gigi, if any 

of this trickles to you and is annoying. 
I'm sorry—that's not my intention. And 
to his fans, I'm sorry for getting you all 
riled up, and much love to you all. And 
I'm gonna go to sleep now."

Ingrid also attempted to set the re-
cord straight on Twitter. "Can I just get 
a hug?" she wrote shortly after the hys-

teria had begun.  Later, she responded 
to a fan who, along with sharing a GIF of 
a man emerging from a coffin, tweeted 
that Ingrid had convinced the "whole 
fandom that zayn is married." The mu-
sician replied, "I MADE A MISTAKE IM 
SORRY BUT ALSO I LOVE THAT LEOP-
ARD PRINT COFFIN BLANKET."

As Ingrid herself surely has learned 
by now, the notoriously private couple 
rekindled their romance in late 2019 
and welcomed baby daughter Khai in 
September 2020. But they've never tied 
the knot—as far as anyone knows.

Neither Zayn nor Gigi have yet to 
comment on the furor.

If nothing else, we'd like to convince 
ourselves that this whole situation has 
made Ingrid realize how complicated 
keeping track of celebrities' love lives 
can be, and that we're truly doing the 
Lord's work over here. 

NEW YORK (AP): A graphic novel for chil-
dren that was a spin-off of the wildly pop-
ular “Captain Underpants” series is being 
pulled from library and book store shelves 
after its publisher said it “perpetuates 
passive racism.”

The book under scrutiny 
is 2010′s “The Adventures 
of Ook and Gluk” by Dav 
Pilkey, who has apolo-
gized, saying it “con-
tains harmful racial 
stereotypes” and is 
“wrong and harmful to 
my Asian readers.”

The book follows 
about a pair of friends 
who travel from 500,001 
B.C. to 2222, where they 
meet a martial arts instructor 
who teaches them kung fu and 
they learn principles found in Chinese 
philosophy.

Scholastic said it had removed the book 
from its websites, stopped processing orders 
for it and sought a return of all inventory. “We 
will take steps to inform schools and libraries 
who may still have this title in circulation of 
our decision to withdraw it from publication,” 
the publisher said in a statement.

Pilkey in a YouTube statement said he 
planned to donate his advance and all roy-

alties from the book’s sales to groups ded-
icated to stopping violence against Asians 
and to promoting diversity in children’s 
books and publishing.

“I hope that you, my readers, will 
forgive me, and learn from my 

mistake that even uninten-
tional and passive ste-

reotypes and racism are 
harmful to everyone,” 
he wrote. “I apologize, 
and I pledge to do bet-
ter.”

The decision came 
after a Korean Amer-
ican father of two 

young children started 
a Change.org petition 

asking for an apology from 
the publisher and writer. It 

also follows a wave of high-pro-
file and sometimes deadly violence 

against Asian Americans nationwide since 
the pandemic began.

Earlier this month, the estate of Dr. Se-
uss said six of his books would no longer 
be published because they contained de-
pictions of groups that were “hurtful and 
wrong,” including Asian Americans. The 
move drew immediate reaction on social 
media from those who called it another ex-
ample of “cancel culture.”


