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Sikkim in final round of Santosh 
Trophy after 14 years

SAGAR CHETTRI
Gangtok, 07 Feb: 

The Sikkim football 
team has qualified 

for the final round of 
the prestigious 73rd Na-
tional Football Champi-
onship for the Santosh 

Trophy 2019 after a gap 
of over a decade. 

Sikkim topped 
group-B from East Zone 
in the qualifying round to 
enter the quarter-finals 
of the premier football 
tournament of the coun-

try. Sikkim had last qual-
ified for the final round 
of Santosh Trophy in the 
year 2004 when the tour-
nament was held in Delhi 
and the Sikkim team was 
led by Bhaichung Bhutia.

In its last qualifying 
match played at Bhilai 
in Chhattisgarh today, 
Sikkim played out a 1-1 
draw against defending 
champion West Bengal. 

Sonam Zangpo Bhut-
ia scored for Sikkim in a 
penalty shot.

Sikkim finished the 
qualifying round on the 
top of its group on goal 
difference with a win 
and a draw. 

Sikkim was placed 
in group-B of East Zone 
along with West Bengal 
and Bihar in the qualifying 
round of the tournament. 

Sikkim outplayed Bi-
har 4-1 in the first match. 

Earlier, West Bengal 
had defeated Bihar by 
solitary goal so Sikkim 
qualified from the group 
on goal difference.

Sikkim team captain, 
Mayal Dok Lepcha, ex-
pressed immense happi-
ness and satisfaction on 
qualifying for the final 

turn to pg02

Team outperforms 
defending champs and 
moves into knockout stage

Pelling School bags 1st position in Green School Programme under Air category

CM LAYS FOUNDATION STONE OF THREE INFRASTRUCTURES IN CAPITAL

Old STNM to be a recreational 
cum interactive public plaza

Gangtok, 07 Feb (IPR):  
Chief Minister, Pawan 
Chamling laid the foun-
dation stone of three im-
portant infrastructures 
in the capital today. 

The Chief Minister 
first laid the foundation 
stone of Social Housing 
for Economically Weak-
er Section, a project un-
der Gangtok Smart City 
Development Limited, at 
Sokeythang. The housing 
facility will be built at an 
estimated cost of Rs. 43 
crore, and will comprise 
of seven blocks, 240 
dwelling units and 6 indi-
vidual plots.

The programme had 
the presence of Minis-
ter, UD&HD, N.K. Subba, 
Ministers, MLAs, Mayor 
GMC, Secretary UD&HD 
and other Heads of De-

partments, and officers 
of UD&HD and Gangtok 
Smart City Project. 

The Chief Minister 
then laid the foundation 
stone of another proj-

ect under the Smart City 
Development Limited, 
the upcoming Khangc-
hendzonga Square at 
the existing premises 
of the STNM complex 

outside the Orthope-
dic Department.  The 
project comprises of a 
multi-layered car park 
and commercial hub.

turn to pg02

SUMMIT REPORT
Gangtok, 07 Feb: 

Government Senior Secondary 
School, Pelling, West Sikkim has 

bagged the first position in Air category 
of the Green School Programme (GSP), a 
press release from HRDD informs.

Twelve schools out of the 35 short-
listed were presented awards in differ-
ent categories. Among the top winners 
of the 2018-19 awards are 2 schools 
from Tamil Nadu and one each from 
Madhya Pradesh, Sikkim, Uttarakhand 
and Maharashtra. 

The schools were shortlisted on 
the basis of a country-wide assess-
ment of Green Schools Environment 
Audit Programme 2018-19 coordinat-
ed in the State by ENVIS Centre of the 
State Forest Department in collabora-

tion with the Centre for Science and 
Environment (CSE), New Delhi.

The award was presented by Director 
General of CSE in its annual awards cere-
mony held at Indian Habitat Centre, New 
Delhi on 06 Feb, the release informs. 

The event witnessed participa-
tion from more than 250 children and 
teachers apart from media, state part-
ners from environment and education 
departments, academicians and civil 
society members.

GSP is a self-assessment pro-
gramme. It helps schools audit their 
use of resources and map their con-
sumption and wastage. The exercise 
involves collection of information 
under the following heads like Food, 
Waste, Air, Land, Energy and Water.

This year, 5360 schools registered 
for the GSP Audit from all across the 
country. Of these, 1689 schools sub-
mitted their completed audit reports 
to Centre for Science and Environment 
(CSE). This points to an 85 per cent 
jump in registrations and 42 per cent 
jump in audit report submissions. 

The awards have been given on the 
basis of a detailed assessment for the 
different practices in the areas of rain-
water harvesting, energy efficiency, 
mobility,                turn to pg02

Cong demands action against 
CM for having ignored criminal 
offences by Ministers and MLAs

SUMMIT REPORT
Gangtok, 07 Feb: 

Sikkim Pradesh Con-
gress Committee 

[SPCC] today submitted 
a memorandum to Gov-
ernor Ganga Prasad here 
at Raj Bhawan calling on 
the Governor to action 
against the Chief Minister 
for having failed to take 
action against his minis-
ters and MLAs for what 
appear to be clear crim-
inal offences. The party 
has drawn attention to 
some allegations report-
edly levelled against SKM 
President PS Tamang 
[Golay] and BS Panth, 
both former colleagues 
and now political oppo-
nents, and claimed that 
since the Chief Minister 
also holds the Home De-
partment portfolio, and 
since he was privy to the 
information he was now 
sharing, not having taken 
at the time amounted to 
breach of trust. 

The memorandum 
claims that during a Jan-
ta Mela event on 27 Janu-

ary at Jorethang in South 
Sikkim, the Chief Min-
ister revealed names of 
several individuals who 
were murdered, assault-
ed and whose homes and 
vehicles were torched al-
legedly upon orders from 
former Minister and 
MLA, PS Tamang [Golay]. 

Likewise, the memo-
randum also highlights 
that at a separate meet-
ing, the CM also alleged 
that former MLA BS 
Panth had distributed 
only photocopies of allot-
ment documents thereby 
cheating 992 beneficia-
ries of CMRHM scheme 
and misappropriated the 
funds meant for it.

Addressing a press 
conference here today, 
SPCC president Bharat 
Basnet stated that these 
allegations were never 
revealed earlier but are 
being levelled only now 
when both have started 
to speak against the CM. 

He added that the CM 
has also held the charge of 

turn to pg02

CEO convenes meeting to discuss 
district-level training for elections

Gangtok, 07 Feb (IPR): 
Chief Electoral Officer 
R Telang today chaired 
a meeting with Nation-
al Level Master Train-
ers, State Level Master 
Trainers and District 
Training Nodal Officers 
to discuss the module 
and schedule of District 
Training for upcoming 
General Elections.

Various agenda 
points regarding training 
plans for all the four dis-
tricts, primarily focusing 
on training of Presiding 
and Polling Officer-I, 
Dates and Venues of 
training, including batch-
es, number of personnel 
to be trained and details 
of Resource Persons to 

be used for the training 
were discussed.

Discussions were 
also held on inter-dis-
trict deputation of Re-
source Persons, module 
of training of Presiding 
and Polling Officer-I with 
all NLMTs and SLMTs, re-
ceiving and dispatching 
format for finalizing a 
uniform format, materi-
als for training, logistics 
arrangements and re-
porting format.

The first phase train-
ing for Presiding and 
Polling Officer-I will start 
from Mangan in North 
District on 15 February 
followed by East, West 
and South Districts till 
21 February.

HC asks West Bengal govt to cite 
reasons for dissolving Saradha panel

Kolkata, Feb 7 (PTI): 
The Calcutta High Court 
Thursday sought to know 
from the West Bengal 
government why Justice 
(retd) Shyamal Sen Com-
mission was dissolved 
before it could complete 
its task of disbursing 
money to the investors of 
Saradha ponzi scheme.

The court also direct-
ed the Centre to look into 
ways for distribution of 
seized funds pertaining 
to the Rose Valley scam.

A special bench, hear-
ing cases related to chit 
fund scams, told the state 
government to present 
before it an affidavit, 
stating reasons for not 
extending the Justice Sen 
commission’s term, in 
the next seven days.

The bench, compris-
ing Justices Joymalyo 
Bagchi and Shekhar B 

Saraf, asked the state if 
the commission can be 
given a fresh lease of life, 
and, if not, then whether 
the residual amount ear-
marked by the government 
for disbursal can be handed 
over to the investors.

Chief Minister Mama-
ta Banerjee had in April 
2013 announced setting 
up of a Rs 500-crore fund 
for paying back small and 
medium investors, who 
were allegedly duped by 
the Saradha Group. She 
set up the one-man com-
mission headed by Sen 
for the task.

The commission was, 
however, wound up in Oc-
tober 2014 before it could 
finish its assignment.

The court also asked 
the state government, rep-
resented by lawyer Am-
itesh Banerjee, to apprise

turn to pg02

Delhi govt’s 
entrepreneurship 
curriculum 
to have no 
exams, books
New Delhi, Feb 7 (PTI): 
The entrepreneurship 
curriculum that will be 
soon launched by the 
Delhi government will 
have no exams, books 
or evaluation, an official 
statement said Thursday.

The government will 
start the entrepreneur-
ship curriculum as a pi-
lot project in 15 to 20 
schools in April and will 
see a full-fledged launch 
in all government schools 
in July, the statement 
added. The State Council 
of Educational Research 
and Training (SCERT) in its 
governing council meeting 
chaired by the Education 
Minister of Delhi Man-
ish Sisodia approved the 
framework of entrepre-
neurship curriculum.

The framework is 
now ready for a formal 
release on February 13, 
the statement said, add-
ing the framework has 
been made by a 16-mem-
ber committee com-
prising SCERT teachers, 
NCERT teachers working 
on entrepreneurship, 
teachers of prominent 
private schools and many 
experts of the field.

“The framework will 
be launched on Febru-
ary 13 in Delhi. The chief 
minister will chair the 
programme and Dha-
rampal ji of MDH Masa-
la fame will be the chief 
guest on the occasion. 
The launch will also be 
attended by several oth-
er entrepreneurs from 
different fields, the state-
ment added.

The entrepreneur-
ship curriculum will be 
based on activity and 
there would be no eval-
uation, examination and 
books for the curriculum, 
the statement said. 
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knock-out stage of the tournament. 
“A draw can take us to the quarter-final round but 

it was must win match for West Bengal. So, as per our 
preset strategy, we played defensive and made count-
er-attacks from the start,” he shares. 

He mentioned that Sikkim won a penalty shot with-
in five minutes of the start and this was successfully con-
verted into a goal by Sonam Zangpo Bhutia. However, 
West Bengal equalised in the last minute of the first half.

As per the Sikkim captain, the match was keenly 
contested with both teams sharing equal possession 
but Sikkim players missed some golden opportuni-
ties in counter-attacks otherwise the final score-line 
could have been different, he said.

“It is a very proud and happy moment for us to 
qualify for the final round of Santosh Trophy after a 
gap of over a decade. It is also a very memorable mo-
ment to eliminate the most successful team in San-
tosh Trophy, West Bengal which has 32 champion’s 
trophies and have been finalists 41 times,” Mayal Dok 
adds. 

He added that the morale of the team was very 
high at present for the quarter-final round of the 
tournament which is likely to start next month. The 
Sikkim team left for Sikkim this evening and will be 
arriving here on Saturday.

Sikkim Football Association joint secretary, Arjun 
Rai, mentioned that it was a memorable moment for 
Sikkim. “We will organise another rigorous camp for 
the State team after they return home to prepare for 
the final round of the tournament,” he said.

SFA president Menla Ethenpa has also congratu-
lated the team for the outstanding performance and 
further expressed his best wishes for the final round.

Sikkim in final...
Home Department since 1994 and all these crimes 
are alleged to have been committed when both were 
cabinet Ministers in his government. 

“It is clear that the CM has failed to act against 
his own Ministers, thereby shielding them from the 
serious crimes they have committed. Instead of tak-
ing appropriate legal action, these revelations of such 
serious nature during public meetings by an elected 
representative amount to breach of the oath of secre-
cy,” Mr Basnet contends.

He also alleged today that political and bureaucrat-
ic conspiracy led to the rejection of nomination papers 
of four Congress party candidates in the 2004 election. 

The SPCC president mentioned that the party has 
apprised the Governor on these issues and urged him 
to look into these matters seriously and initiate ap-
propriate action to save the spirit of democracy and 
the sanctity of the Constitution in Sikkim. 

“I am leaving for Delhi on Friday to attend the 
core committee meeting of AICC in which I will place 
all these issues to the high command of the party as 
well,” he said. 

Cong demands action...

 it of the manner in which the money was disbursed 
by the commission to the investors and sought a list of 
names who have got refunds.

Taking up the Rose Valley ponzi scheme, the bench 
asked the Centre to inform it as to how it plans to re-
imburse the duped investors with the money seized 
by the Enforcement Directorate from the company.

In July 2016, the then chief justice of the high 
court, Justice Manjula Chellur, had constituted a spe-
cial bench for speedy disposal of chit fund cases.

At least 150 matters related to chit fund compa-
nies, including Saradha Group and Rose Valley Group, 
were then pending before the high court.

HC asks West Bengal...

The Khangchendzonga 
Square is going to be a recre-
ational cum interactive pub-
lic plaza with facilities like 
shopping, food court and a 
parking arena. The space is 
constructed keeping in mind 
access and movement for the 
differently-abled people as 
well and the total project cost 
is estimated at approximately 
Rs 81 crore.

The CM then attended the 
Bhoomi Pooja cum foundation 
laying of Marwari Sarwajanik 
Sewa Bhawan at the existing 
Old Children Park Complex, 
above taxi stand, in the pres-
ence of the Minister for Urban 
Development & Housing De-
partment, N.K Subba and oth-
er dignitaries.

Speaking on the occasion, 
the Chief Minister congrat-
ulated the Gangtok Marwari 
Samaj Sewa Trust (GMSST) 
for community development 
through social gatherings and 
awareness and expressed his 
happiness and pleasure for 
being able to play the role of 
a leader in such an event. He 
stated that under the gover-
nance of the State Govern-
ment, business activities have 
expanded, derived profit and 
functioned in peace sans any 
conflict. He asked the busi-
ness community and entre-

preneurs to be creative and 
innovative in their business 
ventures to take the trading 
profession to a whole new 
level.

He said that while current-
ly, there is a 5% reservation in 
higher studies for the busi-
ness community children, the 
government would look into 
and consider a rise in the per-
centage in the coming session. 
He also stated that they would 
also consider the 35% subsidy 
for Start-up Loans, depending 
on budget preparation and 
financial analysis by the con-
cerned departments.

He spoke on the existing 
benefits of the Residential 
Certificate and said that al-
most every perks and advan-
tage given to a Sikkimese is 
granted to those in possession 
of the RC as well. He explained 
that certain differences exist 
based on the Old Laws of the 
State and those must be re-
called and respected. He said 
that a government which has 
taken the efforts to formulate 
such policies for old residents 
and provide them with equal 
opportunities is a government 
that works towards commu-
nity development. From free 
education to medical facilities 
and various grants, the State 
Government has worked in 

fairness.
He urged the people to 

take advantage of the 90% 
reservation in the industrial 
sector and work towards the 
progress of the State through 
manufacturing and related 
commercial activities. He stat-
ed that the government has 
been inclusive socially, cultur-
ally and even politically and 
the evidence is palpable.

Speaking of infrastructur-
al development in the State, 
he thanked former heads of 
departments and current of-
ficials of UDHD, Engineering 
Cells for being able to make 
such progress. He asked the 
people to be proud of the fact 
that they live in the Cleanest 
and the Greenest City of the 
North-East Region. This, he 
said has enhanced the quality 
of life, thus leading to higher 
standard of living and with 
peace and stability, Gangtok 
is an example for other cities 
to look up to.  He reiterated 
that the State Government 
has provided the business 
community with equal oppor-
tunities and given the respect 
that they deserve.

He asked them to reap 
profits through various 
branches of tourism, mainly 
through hospitality and com-
mute. He said that the State 

Government has been work-
ing towards making Sikkim 
a Pilgrimage Tourist Desti-
nation hence, keeping the 
pilgrimage tourists in mind, 
there can be many unexplored 
avenues to tread on and ex-
plore. He also said that Sikkim 
is the only State in the coun-
try where the Government 
is mindful of the ecclesiasti-
cal affairs and makes sure to 
contrive, create and construct 
religious sites and structures. 
He remarked that it was also 
a proud moment for all Sik-
kimese to realize that in the 
last 24 years there has been 
no conflict over caste, creed 
and religion.

Another sector that he 
asked the business commu-
nity to develop and explore 
was the organic field. He 
asked them to work in prox-
imity with the farmers and 
help them bring their organ-
ic products to the market. He 
asked them to use the brand 
of “Organic Sikkim” when 
dealing commercially with 
products and services both. 
He suggested that an Organic 
Hotel or an Organic Fast Food 
would be a revolutionary idea 
that could accelerate the busi-
ness in the State.

He also spoke on the State 
moving ahead through in-

dustries of Pharmaceuticals, 
Hydel Power Plants and Road 
Connectivity and Transport.  
He said that while these help 
with branding, basic needs 
and connectivity to remote 
and rural areas, they also pro-
vide job opportunities, create 
real estate and generate reve-
nue for the State. When roads 
reach places, so does develop-
ment, he said.

He said that Sikkim is the 
only State to provide free edu-
cation even in higher studies, 
as every individual must be 
empowered with education. 
The government has never 
and will never compromise 
on the education sector for 
it is the ammunition of the 
modern man. He also men-
tioned the new STNM hospi-
tal and said that there will be 
free medical treatment and 
dialysis for Sikkimese people. 
He said that the State Govern-
ment has always had courage 
and temerity both to work 
fearlessly for the well-being 
and welfare of the State.

He reminded the peo-
ple that all necessities had 
been taken care of and that, 
the people of Sikkim have al-
ways been provided for. He 
also spoke on the growth of 
transport and civil aviation 
and stated that soon enough, 

the State would have railway 
links for easier and efficient 
commute.

He concluded his address 
by asking the people to bring 
about peaceful change and 
not a change that would sab-
otage the future of the public. 
He urged them to use their 
democratic right with full re-
sponsibility. He asked them to 
develop a sense of ownership 
and not to compromise on 
the peace and stability of the 
State for trivial changes.

Earlier, Hari Prasad Agar-
wal, president of the GMSST 
welcomed the Chief Minister 
and the gathering. He thanked 
the Chief Minister for the con-
stant support, guidance and 
for the development of the 
business community and ex-
pressed his satisfaction. The 
growth of business and the 
community both, he said was 
due to the relentless efforts 
and the encouragement of the 
State Government.

The architect for the com-
plex, C. Singhi provided a brief 
detail of the structure stating 
that it was spread over 16,000 
sq. ft. and would house ban-
quet/conference hall, rooms 
and kitchens. He said that the 
purpose of the complex would 
be to meet and provide com-
munity service.

Old STNM to be...

proportion of green cov-
er in school, waste man-
agement, water manage-
ment, sanitation stan-
dards and availability of 
healthy food among oth-
er things.

These awards recog-
nize best practices in in-
dividual categories of the 
GSP Audit 2018. 

Other winners are 
Good Earth School, Kan-
chipuram, Tamil Nadu 
[Food], New Digamber 
Public School, Indore, 
Madhya Pradesh [Waste], 
Kendriya Vidyalaya, Up-
per Camp, Cantt Dehra-
dun, Uttarakhand [Land], 
Kendriya Vidyalaya WCL, 
New Majri, Maharashtra 
[Energy], and Mahindra 
World School, Kanchipu-
ram, Tamil Nadu [Water].

Pelling School 
bags...

SDF will field 50% fresh faces 
this election: Chamling

“In a 
democracy 
anyone can 
call a bandh 
but people will 
finally decide”
SUMMIT REPORT
Gangtok, 07 Feb:

Sikkim Democratic 
Front president and 

the Chief Minister, Pawan 
Chamling has hinted that 
in the coming election, 
50% of the party’s candi-
dates will be fresh faces 
while 50% will be senior 
leaders. He has also in-
dicated that 30% tickets 
will be provided to wom-
en candidates. 

While speaking to 
media persons at Mintok-
gang on Wednesday, the 
CM mentioned that the 
party has been working 
towards this goal.

“I want to give 30% 
reservation to women. 

Although, the people 
want male candidates 
but I personally, would 
like to give 30% tickets 
to women candidates,” 
he said. 

Mr Chamling also 
said that the party would 
announce its candidates 
immediately after the an-
nouncement of the elec-
tion dates.

While responding to 
queries about rumours 
about the SDF president 

contesting the upcoming 
election from other con-
stituencies, Mr Chamling 
clarified that he would 
contest the election 
from his own constit-
uency of Namchi-Sing-
hithang and would not 
change his constituency.

“I will win the elec-
tion for the eighth time 
from my constituency 
and make the record of 
40 years as Area MLA 
from the same constitu-

ency,” he stated.
On SDF’s defeat in 

Rangrang-Yangang in the 
2014 by-elections, Mr 
Chamling said that it 
was regretful but even 
the people of the con-
stituency have been 
repenting so it will 
not happen again and 
SDF will win from this 
constituency.

On SKM president, 
PS Tamang’s [Golay] call 
for a state-wide strike 

from 26 Feb if the gov-
ernment fails to fulfill its 
30 demands by 25 Feb, 
Mr Chamling stated that 
everyone can raise their 
voice in a democracy and 
can even call a bandh. 
However, he added that 
the people will decide 
whether the bandh will 
be for the good or not 
and the people will dis-
tinguish between truth 
and untruth and peace 
and unrest. 

“It is the responsibil-
ity of the State govern-
ment to provide security 
to the people and we will 
provide full security to 
them. People need not 
fear as we will maintain 
law and order,” he said.

On whether PS Ta-
mang [Golay] can contest 
the upcoming election, 
the CM stated that he 
wants Mr Tamang to fight 
the election but whether 
that is possible is purely 
a legal matter and only 
time will tell.

District Forest Complex 
inaugurated at Mangan

Mangan, 07 Feb (IPR): 
Minister, Forest Envi-
ronment and Wildlife 
Management, Tshering 
Wangdi Lepcha inaugu-
rated the newly con-
structed District Forest 
Complex at Mangan, 
North Sikkim. The 
complex houses the 
offices of DFOs and 
staffs of territorial, 
KNP (Kanchendzon-
ga National Park) and 
wildlife division of the 
Forest Department. 

Present during the 
occasion was Honour-
able Chairman SNT, 
Pintso Namgyal Lepcha, 
Mukul Srivastava, PCCF 
Forest, N.W Tamang 
CF(T), DFO(T), James 
Saring, ADC/Dev, SDPO, 

Joint Directors, Officers 
and staff of various de-
partments of the District. 

Block Officer, Binod 
Kalikotay made a brief 
power presentation on 
the activities, and Juris-
diction of the Territorial 
Division of the forest De-
partment and illustrat-
ed on the Handbook on 
North Territorial Divi-
sion which has been re-
leased recently. 

The Minister directed 
the officers and staffs of 
the department to work 
with dedication and com-
mitment, to implement 
the green policies of the 
State Government and in 
protecting the rich ecol-
ogy and environment of 
the State .SDF outreach prog underway 

at Namchi-Singithang

BIKASH CHHETRI
Namchi, 07 Feb: 

Sikkim Democratic 
Front’s Jan Samparka, 

Jan Chetna Abhiyan, its 
door-to-door outreach 
programme, in under-
way at different Gram 
Panchayat Units of Nam-
chi-Singithang constitu-
ency, having started on 
05 February from Rong 
Bull GPU.

Today, the campaign 
was carried at Maniram 
Bhanjyang GPU and Syl-

labung Boomtar GPU. 
The party youth 

reached out to the people 
seeking their demands 
and problems. 

Youth vice convenor 
Dhirendra Rai informs 
that as directed by the 
party high command, the 
youth and cheli wings are 
reaching out to the peo-
ple highlighting the par-
ty ideology and enquiring 
abot the people’s problems 
and aspirations for devel-
opment in their areas. 

He also informed 
that party had distribut-
ed various benefits and 
schemes, and that this 
visit was also to share de-
tails about such schemes 
and check on whether 
the aid has reached gen-
uine beneficiaries or not. 

Today’s campaign 
was led by District Youth 
Incharge Binod Rai, 
chairperson Ecclesiasti-
cal Affairs Pem Tshering 
Lama, Ward Panchayat 
youth and Chelis of SDF.

Training to 
strengthen 
Rogi Kalyan 
Samity at 
Singtam 
Hospital
YOGEN THATAL
Singtam, 07 Feb:

A day-long program on 
district Training Of 

Trainer (TOT) on Moni-
toring cum strengthen-
ing of Rogi Kalyan Samity 
was held at the confer-
ence hall of District Hos-
pital, Singtam today.

Dr. T Laden [CMO], 
Dr. Melogina Lepcha 
[ADHS], Dr. Raj Prabha 
[DLO/NO], Sonam Bhu-
tia [DHEO] and ASHA 
workers attended the 
program. Dr. Sanjay Sa-
maddar Research Offi-
cer from MOHFW was 
the resource person of 
the program.

IHRC Sikkim 
holds first 
meeting
SUMMIT REPORT
Rangpo, 07 Feb:

International Human 
Rights Council, Sik-

kim Branch, held its first 
meeting at Rangpo, IBM 
today wherein area MLA, 
Gopal Baraily was pres-
ent as the chief guest, a 
press release informs.

The main motive 
of the program was to 
make the people of Sik-
kim aware about human 
rights. During the pro-
gram, all guests spoke 
about human rights and 
freedom to which all hu-
mans are entitled. 

The new office of 
International Human 
Rights Council Sikkim 
Branch was inaugurat-
ed by MLA, Gopal Bara-
ily and president RNP, 
Maya Cintury.

The certificate and 
the I-card of IHRC Sikkim 
Branch were also dis-
tributed among the new 
members from Sikkim, 
the release mentions.

At the end, president, 
Ganesh Sharma high-
lighted the importance 
of having IHRC office and 
their team in Sikkim. He 
also stated that if any 
kind of human rights vi-
olation happens in and 
around Sikkim then the 
people can directly file a 
complaint in the newly 
inaugurated office which 
will be open 24x7.
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GOVERNMENT OF SIKKIM
SIKKIM STATE TEACHERS’ RECRUITMENT BOARD

UPPER SYARI, GANGTOK

Ref. No.20/ SSTRB/19      Dated: 06/02/2019 

NOTICE

     On the basis of the Written Examination, Classroom demonstration and Viva-voce  
the following candidates bearing roll nos. in order of merit are declared selected and rec-
ommended for the appointment to the post of Post Graduate Teacher (Language) under 
Human Resource Development Department.

Sd/-
Controller of Examinations,

Sikkim State Teachers Recruitment Board

R.O. No. 664/IPR/Pub/Clasi./18-19    Date: 06.02.2019

Governor felicitates Sikkim’s 
strength lifting team

SUMMIT REPORT
Gangtok, 07 Feb:

Governor of Sikkim, 
Ganga Prasad today 

felicitated a 10-member 
team of Sikkim Strength 
Lifting Association here 
at Raj Bhavan. The group 
comprising of seven 
male and three female 
strength lifters was led 
by Pema Dorjee Bhutia, a 
veteran player and chief 
coach of the association, 

informs a Raj Bhavan 
press release.

The Governor extend-
ed greetings and con-
gratulated the members 
of association for their 
impressive haul of med-
als in recently held 7th 
International Strength 
Lifting & Inclined Bench 
Press Championship in 
Madhya Pradesh. 

He also sought in-
formation on the future 

activities of the association 
and urged them to practise 
yoga and pranayama along-
side their regular training 
in the gym which will help 
them enhance will power 
and inner strength. He fur-
ther extended best wishes 
to the players and assured 
to provide possible lo-
gistic assistance for the 
improvement of the 
sport in the State.

It may be mentioned 

that in the recent 7th In-
ternational Strength Lift-
ing & Inclined Bench Press 
Championship, held from 
17 Jan–20 Jan in Madhya 
Pradesh, the 11-member 
team from Sikkim had 
bagged 21 medals includ-
ing 10 gold, 5 silver and 6 
bronze besides the best fe-
male player trophy by Edu 
Tshering Bhutia and Best 
Veteran Player trophy by 
Pema Dorjee Bhutia.

Free health check-up and health 
insurance camp in Singtam

SUMMIT REPORT
Singtam, 07 Feb:

A daylong free health 
check-up camp and 

awareness about health 
insurance was held to-
day at Singtam near Bi-

hari Dharamsala by Star 
Health And Allied Insur-
ance Company Ltd., Gang-
tok, East Sikkim.

Dr VK Prasad (Homeo-
pathic Physician) conduct-
ed the health check-up.

INFORMATION
DISTRICT LEVEL SPORTS 
COMPETITIONS 2018-19 

UNDER SPORTS FOR PEACE & 
DEVEOPMENT- KHELO INDIA.

The Department of Sports & Youth Affairs, Govern-
ment of Sikkim,   District Level Executive Committees 
East, West, North & South Districts of Khelo India, 
are organizing the District Level Sports Competitions 
2018-19 UNDER SPORTS FOR PEACE AND DEVELOP-
MENT  for under 14 & under 19 years Boys & Girls from 
6th to 28th February 2019 in different venues of four 
districts of Sikkim in nine Sports disciplines i.e. Athlet-
ics, Archery, Boxing,  Badminton, Karate, Football, Ta-
ble Tennis, Taekwondo, Volleyball.

The programme is sponsored by Ministry of Youth 
Affairs Government of India.

•	 For	participation,	 	 all	 players/	 students	may	
contact the Assistant Directors (Sports) of 
your concern Block Administrative Centre 

•						For	details	of	competitions	please	contact:	
•	 Assistant	 Director	 Sports	 (East)	

9647859222,7001057085, 
•	 Assistant	Directors	Sports	(West)9593282610,	

9647871168,
•	 Deputy	Director	Sports	(North)		9593363173,	
•	 Deputy	Director	Sports	(South)	9434213738,	
Assistant	Director	Sports(S)	9593282610

For	 more	 details:	 kindly	 visit	 our	 Official	 Website:	
www.syasikkim.org  

•	

Delhi in grip of swine flu; 103 
fresh cases on Thursday: Official

New Delhi, Feb 6 (PTI): 
Over 100 fresh cases of 
swine	 flu	were	 recorded	
in Delhi on Wednesday, 
taking the total number 
of people affected by the 
disease in the city this 
year to 1,196, according 
to	a	senior	official.

According to a report 
of the Directorate Gener-
al of Health Services, the 
death	toll	due	to	swine	flu	
in Delhi this year stands 
at six and till Wednesday, 
1,093	 had	 been	 affected	
by the disease in the city 
this season.

“Delhi is in grip of 
swine	 flu.	 Today,	 103	
fresh cases were record-
ed,”	the	official	said.

The DGHS report had 
also mentioned deaths of 
five	 more	 persons	 from	
co-morbidity.

As per the report, 
of the six persons who 
have	 died	 of	 swine	 flu	
this year, one belonged to 
Delhi, while the rest were 
residents of other cities.

Amid the mounting 
cases of the H1N1 infec-
tions in the city, the Del-
hi government Wednes-
day issued a health ad-
visory, prescribing the 
do’s and don’ts.

Delhi on Tuesday had 
recorded one death due 
to	 swine	 flu	 and	 1,019	
positive cases.

Till Monday, the 
Delhi government had 
not reported any death 
due to the flu, but it re-
corded one death of a 
Delhi resident on Tues-
day, the report said,

However, two Cen-
tre-run hospitals here 
have	reported	13	deaths	
due	to	swine	flu	this	year.	
According	 to	 senior	 offi-
cials at Safdarjung Hos-
pital, three deaths due to 
swine	 flu	 have	 been	 re-

corded this season, while 
RML Hospital has report-
ed 10 fatalities.

Nine of the 10 peo-
ple who died at RML 
Hospital were from 
Delhi, and the other 
one was from outside 
the city, officials said.

Seasonal	 Influenza	
(H1N1) is a self-limit-
ing viral, air-borne dis-
ease spread from per-
son-to-person, through 
large droplets gener-
ated through coughing 
and sneezing, indirect 
contact by touching a 
contaminated object or 
surface (fomite trans-
mission like telephone, 
cell phones, computers, 
door handles, door bells, 
pens, toys etc) and close 
contact (including hand 
shaking, hugging, kiss-
ing), the advisory said.

The symptoms are 
fever, cough, sore throat, 
runny or stuffy nose, 
difficulty	 in	 breathing.	
Other symptoms may 
include body ache, head-
ache, fatigue, chills, diar-
rhoea and vomiting and 
blood-stained sputum.

There are three cate-
gories	of	H1N1	influenza	
-- A, B and C.

“No Oseltamivir 
(medicine) and testing 
is required for category 
A patients. They should 
confine	 themselves	 at	
home and avoid mixing 
up with public and high 
risk members in the fam-
ily,” the advisory said.

In addition to all the 
signs and symptoms 
mentioned under catego-
ry A, if a patient has high-
grade fever and severe 
sore throat, he or she 
may require home isola-
tion and Oseltamivir.

In addition to all the 
signs and symptoms 

mentioned under catego-
ry A, individuals having 
one or more of the high-
risk conditions shall be 
treated with Oseltami-
vir, it added.

High-risk group in-
cludes, children with 
mild illness but with 
predisposing risk fac-
tors, pregnant women, 
persons aged 65 years or 
older, patients with lung 
diseases, heart disease, 
liver disease, kidney dis-
ease, blood disorders, di-
abetes, neurological dis-
orders,	 cancer	 and	 HIV/
AIDS, or those on long-
term cortisone therapy, 
the advisory said.

In addition to the 
signs and symptoms of 
categories A and B, if 
the patient has one or 
more danger signs, like 
breathlessness, chest pain, 
drowsiness, fall in blood 
pressure, sputum mixed 
with blood, bluish disc-
olouration of nails, then 
these patients (under cat-
egory C) require testing, 
immediate hospitalisation 
and treatment, it added.

After holding a 
state-level review 
meeting on In?uenza A 
(H1N1), the Delhi gov-
ernment recently said 
that all government 
hospitals in the city are 
equipped with neces-
sary logistics required 
for the management of 
the disease and drug Os-
eltamivir along with per-
sonal protective equip-
ment (PPE kits) and N95 
masks are also available.

The advisory also 
asked people  to  avoid 
crowded places  in 
the swine f lu  season 
and stay more than 
an arm’s  length dis-
tance away from per-
sons sick with flu.

Kolkata HC stays eviction 
attempts at Rangpo

SUMMIT REPORT
Kalimpong, 07 Feb:

The administration’s 
plans to use force 

against the Gram Sabha 
of Rangpo, Kalimpong, 
has backfired with the 
Kolkata High Court to-
day awarding a stay on 
all eviction attempts.

Today, Justice De-
bangshu Basak’s bench 
awarded a stay on all 
eviction attempts at 
Rangpo Forest Village, 
Kalimpong. 

Hearing a writ peti-
tion	filed	by	members	of	
the Rangpo Gram Sabha 
which alleged violation 
of forest rights as well as 
rights to livelihood as en-
shrined in Constitution 
of India by the construc-
tion of a viaduct on Ben-
gal-Sikkim border, the 
Justice observed that pri-
ma facie, it appears that 
the petitioners need 
protection from activi-
ties by various govern-
ment authorities in vi-
olation of Forest Rights 
Act 2006 and Forest Con-
servation Act 1980. 

It needs to be remem-
bered that the district 
administration of Kalim-
pong and the interim GTA 
authorities have been ex-
erting pressure on mem-
bers of our Rangpo Gram 
Sabha to issue No Objec-
tion	 Certificates/	 con-
sent letters for a number 
of forest diversion pro-
posals, including the con-
struction of a viaduct that 
would require the demo-
lition of 58 houses in the 

Rangpo Forest Village, 
and encroachment of a 
place of worship, the riv-
erbank where Chat Puja 
is performed. 

The proposed viaduct 
is being constructed on 
forest land without the 
mandatory forest clear-
ance or the consent of the 
concerned Gram Sabha, 
it is being contended. 

After the Gram Sabha 
of Rangpo unanimous-
ly passed a resolution 
against what it saw as 
the high handed attitude 
of the authorities and 
demanded full and com-
plete recognition of all 
forest rights as per For-
est Rights Act 2006,  the 
district administration of 
Kalimpong deployed po-
lice personnel on 05 and 
06 February ostensibly to 
carry out the demolition 
work and arrest leading 
gram Sabha members. 

Gram Sabha members 
of Rangpo and more than 
200 other forest villages 
in various parts of North 
Bengal have welcomed 
the Order by the Kolk-
ata High Court and have 
reiterated their resolve 
to continue the struggle 
for autonomy, dignity and 
rights, a press communi-
qué from Uttar Banga Van-
Jan Shromojivi Manch and 
Himalayan Forest Villag-
ers Organisation informs.

3 medals for SATA team in National C’ship 

District Task Force on 
Immunization to launch 

Intensified Mission 

GYALSHING, 07 FEB 
(IPR): The Meeting of 
District Task Force on 
Immunization (DTFI) 
was organised by Dis-
trict Hospital, Gyalshing 
at the Chamber of Dis-
trict Collector, West.

Discussions were held 
on the upcoming Intensi-
fied	Mission	which	will	be	
launched from 07 Feb, ac-
cording to the Departmen-
tal communiqué.

District RCH Officer 
(W), Dr. Anusha Lama, 
informed about the up-
coming National pro-

grammes	as	follows:	
1. National De-

worming Day(NDD)- 08 
Feb 2019 & 14 Feb 2019 
(MOP up round)

2. National Immu-
nization day(NID)- 10 
March 2019 (Polio)

3.	 2nd	 round	 of	
HPV vaccination (19 
Feb 2019–06 Feb 2019)

The meeting re-
viewed the prepara-
tion of micro plan and 
district preparedness 
for implementation of 
National programmes 
successfully.

TOURISM AND CIVIL AVAITION DEPARTMENT
GOVERNMENT OF SIKKIM

TADONG-GANGTOK
Ref	No.	155(3159)	A/DoT	&	CA/EC/18-19/302	 Dated:	07/02/2019

CORRIGENDUM
Reference to the Expression of Interest called vide EOI 
No.	 347/TD,	 dated:	 05/01/2019	 for	 the	 work	 “Con-
struction of Statue of Four Patron of Saints of Sikkim 
at Yuksom in West Sikkim” the submission of EOI date 
mentioned in the advertisement is 9th Feb, 2019 which 
is Second Saturday and is a Government holiday. So, the 
effective date of submission will be 11th Feb, 2019. The 
subsequent	schedule	shall	be	modified	accordingly.

Sd/-
Principal Chief Engineer

Tourism & Civil Aviation Department.

R.O. No. 671/IPR/Pub/Classi./18-19 
Date: . 07.02.2019.

SUMMIT REPORT
GANGTOK, 07 Feb: 

Sikkim Amateur Tae-
kwondo Association 

[SATA] team has returned 
with one silver and two 
bronze medals for the 
State from the recently 
concluded	35th	National	
Sub-Junior Kyorugi and 
9th National Sub-Ju-
nior Poomsae Tae-
kwondo Championship 
2019 held at Hyderabad 
in Telangana. 

Sikkim won three 

medals	in	Kyorugi	[fight-
ing]. Lhazayla Lama Ta-
mang won a silver medal 
in under 41 kg category, 
while the bronze medal-
lists are Adhitya Dhakal 
in	under	32	kg	and	Mik-
sang Limboo in under 

44kg categories. As per 
the team coach, Sanjay 
Subba, the State team 
had new martial art-
ists who took part for 
the	 first	 time	 in	 the	 na-
tional competition and 
fought well. 
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WRITE US: 
Readers are invited to comment on, 
criticise, run down, even appreciate 
if they like something in this paper. 
Letters carrying abusive/ indecorous 
language and personal attacks, except 
when against people responsible in 
this newspaper (who are fair game), 
will have to be ignored. Letters 
which carry forward a conversation 
or initiate a dialogue will command 
immediate attention and receive 
prominence.  
Mail us at: news@summittimes.com

A Wall to Block Suicides
The most vexed of social problems 
often have the simplest solutions

This is a story we have shared in the past 
as well, but since the problem is not show-

ing any signs of going away, we return to it 
again. One needs to keep hammering away at 
issues all the time in the hope that one of the 
strikes will actually hit the sweet spot. So here 
goes again. Some decades ago, the residents of 
Kumbharwada, a hamlet of potters in Mum-
bai’s Dharavi slums, decided to do something 
about the disturbingly high number of sui-
cides in their locality. It transpired that men, 
women, young boys and girls and even senior 
citizens would just walk to the nearby railway 
tracks and end their lives there at seemingly 
the slightest provocations. The village did 
not have any scholars, doctors or NGO work-
ers among them, kind of like Sikkim in that 
sense, but when they resolved to do some-
thing, unlike Sikkim which prefers to remain 
oblivious, about the problem, they solved it 
with a seemingly simple solution – they con-
structed a wall blocking access to the rail-
way line from their hamlet. 

If people who have since worked in the area 
are to be believed, the wall has been up for 36 
years now, exactly the number of years since 
Kumbharwada reported its last suicide. They 
are no longer notorious for suicides and are fa-
mous again only for the pottery they produce.

At times, a seemingly vexed social challenge 
gets resolved with the simplest of solutions, 
but that does not mean the situation is trivi-
al. The wall at Kumbharwada was the physi-
cal manifestation of a community resolving to 
come together and that shared commitment 
clearly saved the community there. It was ob-
viously not just the physical wall that saved 
lives, but the reiteration of an engaged society 
that strengthened the will to carry on. 

Given the disturbing frequency with which 
people are taking their own lives in Sikkim, 
there is an urgent need for the people here to 
come together as well and begin working on 
a Sikkim Wall to block out suicides. The State 
desperately needs to launch a social initiative 
to curb suicides. People need to begin by ac-
cepting that suicides are a worry and recog-
nize that since the range of victims is so wide, 
just about everyone is at risk. This is not to 
create panic, but to underline the fact that 
everyone of us needs to stand alert to warn-
ing signs among people around us. Until bet-
ter, more informed options are available, let 
us just resolve to notice things and recognize 
warning signs and intervene. 

Since nothing else is being attempted, be-
ing more alert and quicker to respond can be 
the first bricks in the wall Sikkim needs to 
build to block out suicides. Then come the 
engagement and the collaborations to un-
derstand why so many consider life so ex-
pendable, may be then we could get begin 
getting somewhere in combating the prob-
lem which desperately needs fighting.

Venezuela: Denial of food is a human rights crime

How Russia is growing its strategic influence in Africa
THEO NEETHLING
theconversation.com

Much has been made about Chi-
na’s role and profile in Africa 

and the factors underlying its activ-
ities on the continent. Less debated 
is the spread and depth of Russia’s 
contemporary presence and profile 
in Africa.

There was a strong Russian influ-
ence in Africa during the heyday of 
the Soviet Union. The post-indepen-
dence governments of Angola, Mo-
zambique, Guinea-Bissau, Democrat-
ic Republic of Congo, Egypt, Somalia, 
Ethiopia, Uganda and Benin at some 
point all received diplomatic or mil-
itary support from the Soviet Union.

But this began to change after the 
superpower started to collapse in 
December 1991. More than a quarter 
of a century later Russia’s President 
Vladimir Putin seems to have new as-
pirations in Africa. This is in line with 
his desire to restore Russia to great 
power status.

Putin places a high premium on 
geopolitical relations and the pursuit 
of Russian assertiveness in the global 
arena. This includes reestablishing 
Russia’s sphere of influence, which 
extends to the African continent.

Like Beijing, Moscow’s method of 
trade and investment in Africa is with-
out the prescriptions or conditional-
ities of actors like the International 
Monetary Fund and the World Bank.

Russia is gradually increasing its 
influence in Africa through strategic 
investment in energy and minerals. 
It’s also using military muscle and 
soft power.

Increasingly, the pressing ques-
tion is: is the relationship between 
China and Africa as good for Africa as 
it is for China? The same question ap-
plies to Russia-Africa relations.
ENERGY AND MINERALS

Interaction between Russia 
and Africa has grown exponen-
tially this century, with trade and 
investment growing by 185% be-
tween 2005 and 2015.

Economically, much of Russia’s 
focus in Africa centres on energy. 
Key Russian investments in Afri-
ca are in the oil, gas and nuclear 
power sectors.

The fact that 620 million people in 
Africa don’t have electricity provides 
Russia’s nuclear power industry with 
potential markets. Several Russian 
companies, such as Gazprom, Lukoil, 
Rostec and Rosatom are active in 
Africa. Most activity is in Algeria, 
Angola, Egypt, Nigeria and Ugan-
da. In Egypt, negotiations have al-
ready been finalised with Moscow 
for the building of the country’s 
first nuclear plant .

These companies are mostly state-
run, with investments often linked to 
military and diplomatic interests.

Moscow’s second area of interest 
is Africa’s mineral riches. This is 
particularly evident in Zimbabwe, 
Angola, the Democratic Republic of 
Congo, Namibia and the Central Afri-
can Republic.

In Zimbabwe, Russia is develop-
ing one of the world’s largest depos-
its of platinum group metals.

Russia has also been reestablish-
ing links with Angola, where Alrosa, 
the Russian giant, mines diamonds. 

Discussions between Russia and An-
gola have also focused on hydrocar-
bon production.Uranium in Namibia 
is another example.

Russia’s current controversial 
involvement in the Central African 
Republic (CAR) began in 2017, when 
a team of Russian military instruc-
tors and 170 “civilian advisers” were 
sent by Moscow to Bangui to train 
the country’s army and presidential 
guard. Shortly after that, nine weap-
ons shipments arrived in the CAR.

Interest in the country has fo-
cused on exploring its natural re-
sources on a concession basis. The 
murder of three Russian journalists 
in a remote area of the country last 
year focused the world’s attention on 
what looked like a Kremlin drive for 
influence and resources.
MILITARY INFLUENCE AND DIPLO-
MACY

Russia is the second largest ex-
porter of arms globally, and a ma-
jor supplier to African states. Over 
the past two decades it has pursued 
military ties with various African 
countries, such as Ethiopia, Nigeria 
and Zimbabwe.

Military ties are linked to bilat-
eral military agreements as well as 
providing boots on the ground in UN 
peacekeeping operations. Combined, 
China and Russia outnumber the oth-
er permanent members of the UN Se-
curity Council in contributing troop 
to UN peacekeeping efforts.

Russia has also been actively 
supporting Zimbabwe. Shortly after 
it was reported in 2018 that China 
had placed new generation surface-
to-air missiles in Zimbabwe, Russian 

Foreign Minister Sergey Lavrov an-
nounced that his country was pursu-
ing military cooperation.

Significantly, Zimbabwe’s Presi-
dent Emmerson Mnangagwa has 
said that his country may need 
Russia’s help with the moderni-
sation of its defence force during a 
recent visit to Moscow.
RUSSIA, AFRICA AND THE FUTURE

Both Russia and China are keen 
to play a future role in Africa. The 
difference between these two major 
powers is that China forms part of the 
Asian regional economy. This will 
surpass North America and Eu-
rope combined, in terms of global 
power - based on GDP, population 
size, military spending and tech-
nological investment.

China and India have sustained 
impressive economic growth over 
many years. And, their enormous 
populations make them two world 
powers of extraordinary importance. 
Growth prospects for the Russian econ-
omy, on the other hand, remain modest 
- between 1.5% and 1.8% a year for 
2018-2010, against the current global 
average rate of 3.5% a year.

Still, Russia remains a major pow-
er in global politics. For African lead-
ers, the key word is agency and the 
question is how to play the renewed 
Russian attention to their countries’ 
advantage, and not to fall victim to the 
contemporary “geopolitical chess” 
game played by the major powers on 
the continent.

[the writer is Professor and 
Head: Political Studies and 

Governance in the Humanities 
Faculty, University of the Free State]

RHODA E. HOWARD-HASSMANN
theconversation.com

In early February, the Lima Group, a coalition of 
several Latin American countries and Canada, 

urged the Venezuelan military to sever ties with 
President Nicolás Maduro. The group called for the 
urgent delivery of humanitarian aid and for inter-
national governments to refrain from doing busi-
ness with the nation “in oil, gold and other assets.”

Canadian Foreign Affairs 
Minister Chrystia Freeland 
reiterated Canada’s opposi-
tion to military intervention 
in Venezuela to solve the cri-
sis, as has been suggested by 
U.S. President Donald Trump.

How does Venezue-
la find itself in one of the 
worst humanitarian crisis 
in recent history?

By November 2018, three 
million people had fled Ven-
ezuela, mainly because of 
shortages of food and med-
icine. This is almost 10 per 
cent of Venezuela’s popula-
tion of 32 million.

By mid-2017, 60 per cent 
of the population lived in ex-
treme poverty. By early 2018 
more than half of all Venezu-
elans had experienced signif-
icant weight loss and 90 per 
cent said they did not have enough money for food.

Formerly dormant diseases such as measles, 
malaria and diphtheria are reoccurring. Hospitals 
are extremely short of personnel, medicines and 
the most basic equipment.

By this end of this year, the total number of ref-
ugees may reach five million.

I researched Venezuela and its leaders for my 
2016 book, State Food Crimes. Venezuela’s food 
shortages are a consequence of state-induced 
hunger, not of any natural events. The Venezuelan 
government and its illegitimate leader, President 
Nicolás Maduro, are guilty of state food crimes.
BAD POLICY AFTER BAD

The food shortage is a predictable consequence 
of the policies that Venezuela’s former President, 
Hugo Chávez, and Maduro have imposed over the 
last two decades.

Chávez was elected President of Venezuela in 
1999. He tried to distribute food to poor Venezu-
elans, and from 1999 to 2007 people’s living con-
ditions improved. However, Chávez destroyed the 
market in food by imposing maximum prices on 
hundreds of specific items such as flour. When the 
official prices did not meet the costs of production 
and distribution, producers and distributors with-
drew from the market.

Chávez also nationalized large-scale food pro-
ducers, handing over farms and ranches to citizens 
who did not possess the expertise or resources to 
cultivate them. Thus very little, if anything, was 
produced on the expropriated territories. Property 
rights no longer existed.

With food shortages beginning, Chávez used 
revenues generated by the state-owned petroleum 
company, Petróleos de Venezuela (PDVSA), to im-
port food, instead of letting PDVSA retain its earn-

ings so that it could reinvest in infrastructure. He 
appointed his political allies to run PDVSA, replac-
ing competent managers.

With infrastructure declining and with in-
competent managers, Venezuela’s oil output fell. 
At the same time, the international price of oil 
dropped. So oil earnings couldn’t be used to fi-
nance food imports to replace the food no longer 
being produced at home. 

The combination of reduced production and 

reduced imports meant that food shortages be-
gan as early as 2007. Food supplies fell even 
more in later years.

Chávez died in 2013. He was succeeded by 
Nicolás Maduro, who continued and intensified 
Chávez’ policies. Maduro penalized not only food 
producers but also food distributors who charged 
above the maximum control prices for foods.

Yet the prices were so low that producers and 
distributors could not cover their costs. These dra-
conian policies created massive food shortages.

To forestall protests against their policies, both 
Chávez and Maduro undermined the rule of law 
and the judiciary, and arrested independent trade 
union leaders. They manipulated the electoral pro-
cess and imprisoned opposition leaders so that 
they would be re-elected. They both ruled by de-
cree and used arbitrary arrest, torture and even 
executions to maintain themselves in power.

Maduro and Chávez controlled the media 
and made publishing articles criticizing the gov-
ernment illegal. Pictures of food shortages and 
empty store shelves or images of desperation are 
extremely difficult to circulate as social media is 
also controlled.

By 2017 malnutrition was confirmed in Vene-
zuela, precipitating the political unrest now roil-
ing the country.

The food supply is now heavily controlled by 
the black market. It’s also controlled by corrupt 
businessmen who delay the release of imported 
food to drive up prices. These businessmen are 
often members of the military, who are also Mad-
uro’s cronies.

Some people receive subsidized food boxes, 
but the contents are inconsistent and insufficient. 
The boxes are distributed irregularly, and distribu-

tors favour Maduro’s supporters.
VIOLATING THE HUMAN RIGHT TO ADEQUATE 
FOOD

One way to put pressure on Maduro is via the 
International Criminal Court (ICC) which Venezu-
ela joined in 2002. On Sept. 26, 2018, six countries 
(Argentina, Canada, Colombia, Chile, Paraguay and 
Peru) referred Venezuela to the ICC. Among the 
many human rights violations and crimes against 
humanity they mentioned were “violation of the 

rights to enjoy the highest level of health and ad-
equate food.” 

But Venezuela is guilty of more than violating 
the right to adequate food. Maduro’s government is 
knowingly and willingly starving its people. Article 
7.2(b) of the Rome Statute, the law governing the 
ICC, considers extermination via denial of food to 
be a crime against humanity.

Knowing a government’s policies create famine 
does not mean much can be done about it. States 
have the sovereign right to violate their citizens’ 
human rights. However, states cannot commit 
genocide or crimes against humanity.

States’ rights are far more important to the in-
ternational governing communities than the rights 
of starving citizens. This is why Russia and China 
will probably oppose any moves at the United Na-
tions to arrest Maduro and other Venezuelan lead-
ers for crimes against humanity.

So for the foreseeable future, Venezuelans will 
continue to flee in search of food. They will find it 
increasingly difficult to do so, as the countries they 
try to enter, such as Colombia, crack down on legal 
migration. The result is irregular migration con-
trolled by smugglers and armed groups. Some Ven-
ezuelan women and girls are trafficked across the 
border as sex workers.

Meantime, like Emperor Nero fiddling while 
Rome burned, Maduro continues to fiddle with 
Venezuela’s economy. He arbitrarily imposes 
currency devaluations and ridiculously low 
wage increases.

But he won’t restore the property rights and 
free market that would encourage production and 
distribution of food.

[the writer is Professor Emeritus, Department 
of Political Science, Wilfrid Laurier University]
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ROADS & BRIDGES DEPARTMENT
GOVERNMENT OF SIKKIM

SINGTAM
Memo No:-255/R&B/AES                           Date:-06/02/2019

RE-TENDER NOTICE
For and on behalf of the Governor of Sikkim, Assistant Engineer-Singtam, Roads & Bridges Department 
Government of Sikkim, invites sealed tenders under single bid system from the eligible contractors of 
Class IV Grade enlisted with Sikkim Public Works Department vide Notification No: 515/R&B/PWD/
Secy, dated 12.06.2018 and notification No. 556/R&B/PWD/Secy. dated: 28.08.2018 for the construction 
of fair weather roads, through competitive bidding within the territorial jurisdiction of the Concerned 
Ward of the Gram Panchayat Unit of West Pendam Constituency where the work is to be executed. 
The details of works and time schedule are as under:

SL No. Name of Work Cost of Work 
put to tender 
(in Rs)

Earnest Money              
@ 2.50%                         
(in Rs)

Cost of 
Tender 
documents                        
(in Rs)

Completion 
Time

1 Const. of fair 
weather road 
from Chewibotey 
Phakli, Mamjay, 
Jukeypani to 
Pendam School 
in East Sikkim.

 

 Km 1st Rs. 4238496.00 Rs.1,05,970.00 Rs. 1500.00 09 months

TIME SCHEDULE:-

1 Date of submission of applica-
tion with Bank receipt & TDR 
for issue of Tender Documents .

18th February, 2019 (10.00am to 4.00pm) at 
resepctive Gram Prashashan Kendra where 
work is to be executed.

2 Last Date and Time for submis-
sion of Tender:

19th. February, 2019 (10.00am to 1.00pm) at 
resepctive Gram Prashashan Kendra where 
work is to be executed.

3 Date and Time for Opening of 
Tender:

19th. February, 2019 (1:30 PM) at resepctive Gram 
Prashashan Kendra where work is to be executed.

CONDITIONS OF CONTRACT:     
1 Tender is open only to the eligible Contractors/Firms of appropriate Class/Area. 
2 The intending tenders/contractors should apply in writing for issue of tender doc-

uments. The application would be invariably be signed by the contractor himself/
herself. The tender documents will not be issued to any person other than the IN-
TENDING TENDER. The application shall be submitted initially for each works listed 
above with all required documents.    

3 The application should enclosed attested copies of the a) Goods & Services Tax Clear-
ance Certificate (b) Validated/Updated Contractor Enlistment Certificate along the 
application. It is mandatory to produce the original validated/Updated Enlistment 
Certificate during sale/Issue of the Tender Documents for verification.  

4 The prescribed Non-Transferable Tender Documents (includingTender Form) can be obtain 
during the period specified as above  on production of requisite Bank Receipt towards the cost of 
Tender Documents (Non-Refundable) in the Head of GPU where the work is to be executed. 

5 Earnest money deposit @ 2.50% in the State Bank of Sikkimshall be in the form of 
Deposit Receipt of Schedule Bank which includes deposits in the form of Temporary 
Deposit Receipt (TDR) in favour of the Accounts Officer, Roads & Bridges Department, 
NirmanBhawan, Gangtok. Tender Form shall be issued only on production of toward 
deposit receipts of 2.50% earnest money.    

6 The Tender documents, including the Tender Form with quoted offer should be placed in 
a sealed cover with the name of the tenderers and the name of work superscripted on it, 
supporting documents listed at Sl. No: (a)&(b)above should be enclosed with the offer.

7 Sealed Tenders may be deposited in the Tender Box in the office of the concerned Gram Prasashan 
Kendra where the work is to be executed on the date and within the time indicated above.

8 Tenders shall be opened by a Tender Opening Committee as prescribed by the Gov-
ernment in the presence of the tenderers on the date and time indicated above.

9 The Tenderer shouldsign on every page of the tender documents as Acceptance of the 
General Direction and Conditions of the contract and other laid down norms. The rate 
quoted should be both in figures and words and should be inclusive of GST and all other 
Taxes and Levies. Over writing and corrections should be avoided and if made should be 
authenticated. Incomplete/Conditional tenders shall be rejected forthwith. 

10  In case of any discrepancy in rate(s) printed in the schedule of Rates and Quantities issued with the 
tender documents, rates as per approved Schedule of Rates will be taken as correct.  For items out-
side the Schedule of Rates (SOR), the rates shall be as per the technically checked estimate/analysis. 
Decision of the PCE-cum-Secretary/Head of the Department will be final in the regard.

11 The work value, scope and quantum of the work are subjected to change; the contractor 
shall execute the work as per the directives of the Department. No claim on this account is 
entertained whatsoever. If any claim is made, it shall be as per the agreement rates.

12 The Department reserves the rights to hold payments to the contractor unless test 
certificates are not produced by the contractor when called upon to do so.

13  Avoidable damages due to negligence of the contractor shall be at his/her own risk 
and cost.The Department shall not be liable for payment of such damages (if any), 
including accidents to labour at site.    

14  The offer shall remain valid for a period for 90 (Ninety) days. The work should com-
mence within 15 (fifteen) days form the issue of Work Order. 

15 All the conditions as mentioned in the NIT shall be deemed to a part of the agreement 
to be entered with the contractor. Security deposit shall be collected by deductions 
from the running bills of the contractor @ 5.00% of the value of work done.

16 The Department reserves the right to accept or reject any or all tenders without as-
signing any reason thereof.    

17 The recoveries of Royalties on Forest Produce shall be as per rates notified by the 
Government from time to time and applicable on the date of payment. In no case, 
claim of any contractor for deduction as per rates incorporated in Analysis of Rates or 
Schedule of Rates on the date of tender shall be acceptable. 

18 Subletting of contract work is against the norms and it comes to the notice, the original 
contract shall be cancelled and appropriate action shall be initiated as per the rules.

19 The Department also reserves the right to increase, decrease, alter or modify the item 
of works as indicated in the NIT without assigning any reason thereof. 

20 In case the man power employed by the contractors are from outside the State or neigh-
boring countries, it shall be the responsibility of the contractors to get them registered 
with the Labour Department, Government of Sikkim as per the relevant Labour Laws.

21   Use of explosive shall be regulated as under:
(a)  Transportation, Handling, storage and use of Explosives (if necessary) shall be in accordance 

with the provision of the India Explosive Act and General Guidelines, Circulars issued by the 
department and other competent authorities on the subject from time to time. 

(b)    The rules and regulations issued by the Sikkim Public Works Department or any other 
competent authority shall strictly be adhered to with regard to transportation, stor-
age; handling and use of explosives shall be maintained by the contractor. 

22 The contractor shall also make arrangement to have photographs of the works taken at least 
at three stages of the construction period i.e. beginning, middle and completion stages.

23 Damage of properties in and around the work site must be avoided at all cost. The 
contractor shall be held responsible for any acts of negligence and shall be made to 
make good the damages.    

24 It is accepted to the tenderer to have inspected the site before submitting his/her bid. 
There may be possible site difficulties for which the tenderer should have their own 
correct assessment before submitting the bid.

25 The cost of Stock materials supplied from the Departmental store will be deducted 
from the contractor’s bills as per rules.    

26 The bidders shall produce a Certificate of Residence from the concerned Gram Pan-
chayat Unit where the work is to be executed.     
   Sd/-

ASSISTANT ENGINEER
SINGTAM SUB DIVISION

ROADS & BRIDGES DEPARTMENT
R.O No. 668/IPR/Pub/Classi./18-19
Date: 7.2.2019

Protest against citizenship bill 
hits train movement in Assam

Guwahati, Feb 7 (PTI): Move-
ment of trains was affected in 
Assam on Thursday morning 
as members of a youth organi-
zation blocked rail tracks, de-
manding immediate revocation 
of the citizenship bill and in-
troduction of inner line permit 
(ILP) in the state.

With banners and plac-
ards in hand, the members of 
Asom Jatiyatabadi Yuba Chatra 
Parishad (AJYCP) squatted on 
the tracks for about an hour in 
several districts of the state, 
including Guwahati, Sivasagar, 
Charaideo, Dibrugarh, Tinsukia, 
Nalbari and Udalguri, police 
sources said.

Slogans such as ‘Joi Aai 
Asom’ (Victory to mother As-

sam), ‘Scrap the Citizenship Bill’ 
and ‘Introduce inner line per-
mit’ rented the air as agitators 
sought measures to repeal the 
Citizenship (Amendment) Bill, 
which was recently passed by 
the Lok Sabha.

The legislation, which is cur-
rently waiting for Rajya Sabha 
approval, seeks to provide cit-
izenship to non-Muslims from 
Bangladesh, Pakistan and Af-
ghanistan after six years of res-
idence in India.

In Guwahati, the AJYCP pick-
eters blocked the railway level 
crossing near Kamakhya station, 
preventing movement of Satabdi 
Express, a senior police officer 
said. It was only after the police 
cleared the tracks and dispersed 

the crowd, the train could re-
sume its service, he added.

In Udalguri, the agitators 
staged a semi-nude protest 
against the Bill and blocked 
train tracks for about 30 min-
utes, official sources said.

The AJYCP units of twin dis-
tricts of Sivasagar and Chara-
ideo also halted the Awadh-As-
sam Express at Simaluguri rail-
way junction.

Similar protests were wit-
nessed at Biswanath Chariali 
and Tinsukia districts.

At Numaligarh oil town in 
Golaghat, the agitators came out 
in large numbers to block Na-
tional Highway-39 at Rongbong, 
Letekujan and Panka areas.

A massive protest meeting 

was also organized by All Assam 
Students Union (AASU) and 30 
allied ethnic groups on Thurs-
day at Naharkatia in Dibrugarh, 
demanding the withdrawal of 
the legislation.

Protests against the bill have 
rocked the entire northeast over 
the past six weeks, with several 
organisations and political par-
ties claiming that the bill threat-
ens the identity, language and 
culture of indigenous people.

In the state, the agitators 
have reasoned that the legis-
lation contradicts the Assam 
Accord of 1985, which clearly 
states that illegal migrants who 
entered India after March 25, 
1971, would be deported irre-
spective of their religions. 

Mamata is today’s Rani Jhansi, 
won’t kowtow to Centre: TMC

New Delhi, Feb 7 (PTI): 
The Trinamool Congress 
on Thursday called its 
leader Mamata Banerjee 
as “today’s Jhansi ki Rani” 
and warned the BJP gov-
ernment that like the brave 
queen, the TMC chief would 
not be cowed down by “at-
tacks” as the people were 
with her party. Partici-
pating in the debate on 
the motion of thanks to 
the President’s address 
in Lok Sabha, TMC lead-
er Dinesh Trivedi drew a 
parallel between the cen-
tral government and the 
pre-independence Brit-
ish regime, alleging that 
both have used threats 
and intimidation to quell 
opposition.

“Recently a mov-
ie called Manikarnika 
was released.... We are 
reminded of Queen of 
Jhansi.... Who was Rani 
Jhansi? She was an ordi-
nary women whom peo-
ple chose that she should 
guard Jhansi,” he said.

“In Bengal also there is 
Rani Jhansi whose name is 
Mamata Banerjee. Mama-
ta Banerjee said that ‘sar 
kata sakte haen lekin sar 
jhuka sakte nahin’ (we are 
ready to be beheaded but 
will not kowtow). She is to-
day’s Rani Jhansi who is an 
ordinary women and not 
a queen,” Trivedi said, re-
ferring to the West Bengal 
chief minister “No matter 
how much you attack us it 
will not affect us as the pub-
lic is with us,” he said.

Against the backdrop 
of the standoff between 
the Centre and the West 
Bengal government on the 
CBI issue, he alleged that 
the central government 
was trying to frighten 
the TMC to toe its line. 
“What did you do? You 
kept on attacking... you 
kept on saying that we 

will put the CBI after 
you, the ED after you.

You should bow you 
head. Come with us else 
we will attack. And you 
did this,” he said.

“What happened in 
Bengal a few days back 
was done by the Brit-
ish government,” he ex-
plained. “During British 
time what did the British-
ers do? They used to scare 
you, threaten you. They 
used to enter your house 
and tell you to support 
them or else they would 
attack you. Today the con-
dition is the same,” he said.

Coming down heavily 
on the BJP-led government 
on its performance, he 
claimed that four things, 
including demonetisation 
and unemployment, “will 
take you where you came 
from in the upcoming 
Lok Sabha elections”. He 
asseted that demoneti-
sation has “completely 
failed” and unemploy-
ment is “at its peak”.

“Your concept of new 
India is about destroying 
democracy, your new In-

dia is about destroying 
institutions, your new 
India is about destroying 
the Constitution of India...
your new India is about 
creating fear, your new 
India is destroying RBI to 
CBI,” he alleged.

Intervening in the 
debate, Union Minister 
Harsimrat Kaur Badal said 
that prior to 2014 for 10 
years when the Congress 
was in power “there was 
corruption and crony cap-
italism”. “During this peri-
od, the country’s wealth 
was looted and plundered 
brazenly,” the Akali Dal 
leader alleged.

On the issue of farm 
distress, she said a lot 
is being said on farm-
ers’ issues but nobody is 
talking about “those who 
were in power for 60-70 
years and created this sit-
uation”. Hitting out at the 
opposition, she said a lot 
of slogan are being raised 
on waiving farm loans and 
questioned the steps tak-
en in the past to improve 
the condition of farmers 
on the ground level.

PM in West Bengal 
on Friday

New Delhi, Feb 7 (PTI): Prime Minister Na-
rendra Modi will visit Jalpaiguri on Friday to 
lay the foundation stone for the four laning of 
the Falakata-Salsalabari section of National 
Highway-31 D there.

This 41.7 km-long section of Nation-
al Highway falls in the Jalpaiguri district in 
West Bengal, and will be constructed at a cost 
of about Rs 1938 crore, a statement from the 
Prime Minister’s Office said.

The project will reduce the distance from Sal-
salabari and Alipurduar to Siliguri by nearly 50 
km. This is significant as better access to Siliguri 
means better access to railways and airways.

The National Highway will facilitate bet-
ter movement of tea and other agricultur-
al produce from the region to markets. The 
improved connectivity will also lead to an 
increase in tourism in the region. All this in 
turn will give a major boost to socio-economic 
activity in the state, opening up employment 
opportunities for the local people, it said.

The National Highway will incorporate all 
necessary safety features to provide relief 
to road users. There will be 3 Railway Over 
Bridges, 2 flyovers, 3 vehicular underpasses, 
8 major bridges and 17 minor bridges on this 
section of the highway.

Modi will also inaugurate New High Court 
Circuit Bench at Jalpaiguri, the statement said.

The Circuit bench of Calcutta High Court at 
Jalpaiguri will provide speedy justice to people of 
Darjeeling, Kalimpong, Jalpaiguri and Cooch Be-
har in North Bengal. Residents of these four dis-
tricts will now have to travel less than 100 km to 
access the bench instead of 600-km trip to Calcut-
ta High Court, it added.
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2G case: HC orders individuals, firms to plant 

16,000 trees for seeking time to file reply
New Delhi, Feb 7 (PTI): 
Irked over firms and 
individuals, including 
Swan Telecom promot-
er Shahid (STPL) Usman 
Balwa, asking for more 
time to file responses on 
the ED and CBI appeals 
challenging their acquit-
tals in 2G cases, the Delhi 
High Court directed them 
Thursday to plant over 
16,000 trees as penalty.

Justice Najmi Waziri 
said the plantation drive 
be carried out in Delhi’s 
South Ridge forest area.

Granting one last 
opportunity to file re-
sponses to Balwa, direc-
tor of Kusegaon Fruits 
and Vegetables Private 
Limited Rajiv Agarwal, 
and firms -- Dynamic Re-
alty, D B Realty Limited 
and Nihar Constructions 
Private Limited -- in the 
ED’s case, he asked them 
to plant 3,000 trees each 
here. It said three months 
have passed since the 
last order was passed in 
October 2018 but some 
of the parties have not 
yet filed their responses.

Balwa, Agarwal and 
the three companies 
along with others including 
former telecom minister 
A Raja and DMK MP Kan-
imozhi were acquitted by 
the trial court in the ED’s 
money laundering case.

Similarly, the high 
court allowed the plea of 
Raja’s erstwhile private 

secretary R K Chando-
lia, director of Kusegaon 
Fruits Asif Balwa and 
Agarwal to grant the last 
opportunity to file re-
sponses in the CBI’s case.

The court also Chan-
dolia to plant 300 trees 
and Asif Balwa and Agar-
wal will plant 500 trees 
(in addition to his 3,000) 
each in South Delhi.

All of them have been 
asked to report to the 
Deputy Conservator of 
Forests (South) on Feb-
ruary 15 for this pur-
pose. The companies will 
be represented through 
their authorised signa-
tory. “The plants shall be 
of deciduous indigenous 
variety and they shall be 
of nursery age of three 

and a half years old and 
have a height of at least 
six feet. They will ensure 
the maintenance of trees 
till the rainy season,” the 
court said.

The judge said till 
now he has asked liti-
gants in various cases to 
plant 39,000 trees and 
this way, soon the forest 
area would revive.

Solicitor General 
Tushar Mehta, repre-
senting CBI and ED, said 
this is the best of way of 
imposing cost.

Advocate Vijay Ag-
garwal, appearing for 
Balwas and others, 
who have been asked 
to do the plantation 
drive, said they welcome 
the court order.

“Its innovative and 
in right earnest. We do 
volunteer for the same,” 
Aggarwal said.

The court listed the 
matter for further hear-
ing on March 26.

A special court on 
December 21, 2017 had 
acquitted Raja, Kani-
mozhi and others in the 
CBI and ED cases. It had 
acquitted 17 others, in-
cluding DMK supremo 
M Karunanidhi’s wife 
Dayalu Ammal, Vinod 
Goenka, Asif Balwa, film 
producer Karim Morani, 
P Amirtham and Sharad 
Kumar, Director of Ka-
laignar TV in the ED case.

On the same day, 
the trial court had ac-
quitted Raja, Kanimozhi 

and 15 others, including 
former telecom secre-
tary Siddharth Behura, 
Chandolia, Unitech Ltd 
MD Sanjay Chandra and 
three top executives of 
Reliance Anil Dhirubhai 
Ambani Group (RADAG) 
-- Gautam Doshi, Suren-
dra Pipara and Hari Nair, 
in the CBI’s 2G case.

On March 19 last 
year, the ED had ap-
proached the high court 
challenging the special 
court’s order acquitting 
all the accused.

A day later, the CBI 
too had challenged in the 
high court the acquittal 
of the accused in the case.

The ED, in its charge 
sheet, had alleged that 
Rs 200 crore was paid by 

STPL promoters to DMK-
run Kalaignar TV.

The CBI had alleged 
that there was a loss of 
Rs 30,984 crore to the 
exchequer in allocation 
of licences for the 2G 
spectrum which were 
scrapped by the top court 
on February 2, 2012.

Special Judge O P 
Saini, however, had held 
that the prosecution 
had “miserably failed” to 
prove the charges.

The special court, 
which was set up on 
March 14, 2011 for hear-
ing 2G cases exclusively, 
had also acquitted Essar 
Group promoters Ravi 
Kant Ruia and Anshuman 
Ruia and six others in a 
separate case arising out 
of the 2G scam probe.

The first case, pros-
ecuted by CBI, had 17 
accused, while the sec-
ond matter, pursued by 
ED, had 19 undertrials. 
The third one had eight 
accused including Essar 
promoters.

In the CBI case, Raja, 
Kanimozhi and 15 others 
were tried under provi-
sions of the IPC and the 
Prevention of Corruption 
Act dealing with offences 
of criminal conspiracy, 
cheating, forgery, using 
as genuine fake docu-
ments, abusing official 
position, criminal mis-
conduct by public ser-
vant and taking bribe.

India aim for strong comeback 
after Wellington hiding

Auckland, Feb 7 (PTI): 
A strong comeback will 
be expected from India 
after the hammering 
from New Zealand in 
the series-opener when 
the two teams square-
up in the second T20 In-
ternational at Eden Park 
here on Friday.

After suffering their 
biggest loss in T20 In-
ternationals in terms 
of runs on Wednesday 
night, India don’t have a 
lot of time to introspect 
with just 24 hours sepa-
rating the two games.

It was the kind of day 
when nothing went right 
for India who let New 
Zealand amass 219 be-
fore surrendering meek-
ly in the steep chase.

Opener Tim Seifert 
took the Indian bowlers 
to cleaners with a 43-
ball 84 and visitors must 
have a plan to contain 
him on Friday.

Not even the sea-
soned Bhuvneshwar Ku-
mar was spared as he, 
alongside Hardik Pan-
dya and Khaleel Ahmed, 
leaked 12 runs an over.

The team could re-
place Ahmed with ei-
ther Siddharth Kaul or 
Mohammad Siraj, who 

warmed the bench on 
Wednesday.

The spinners, Krunal 
Pandya and Yuzven-
dra Chahal, did alright 
but the team manage-
ment will also consid-
er including chinaman 
Kuldeep Yadav.

The lack of fight in 
the run chase was a big 
disappointment, as men-
tioned by captain Rohit 
Sharma in Wellington. 
Despite having eight 
batsmen in the eleven, 
India lost by 80 runs.

“As a team, we have 
been good at chasing 
down targets which is 
why we play with eight 
batsmen. We believe that 
whatever the target is in 
front of us we can chase 
it down, but we just 
couldn’t do it tonight,” 
said a disappointed Rohit 
after the game.

He himself would 
like to lead from the 
front after scoring 1 on 
Wednesday and a signif-
icant contribution will 
also be expected from 
Rishabh Pant, who is in 
the running for a World 
Cup berth.

He could not do much 
in Wellington, getting 
four off 9 balls before 

spinner Mitchell Santner 
bowled him with a fast 
yorker. All-rounder Vijay 
Shankar was promoted 
to number three and did 
alright with a 18-ball 27. 
It remains to be seen if 
he gets another shot at 
the same position or the 
team brings in Shubman 
Gill, who would be des-
perate to perform after 
the two failures in ODIs.

While it is a must-win 
game for India, another 
victory will seal the se-
ries for the hosts who 
were outplayed 1-4 in 
the preceding ODIs.

Captain Kane Wil-
liamson could not be 
more happy with the 
showing in the first 
T20 but wants his team 
to fully focus on the job 
at hand.

“It was a complete 
performance that doesn’t 
happen everyday and 
hope we can keep the 
momentum through the 
series having set the 
tone,” he said.

The dangerous open-
ing duo of Colin Munro 
and Seifert put the Indi-
an pacers under tremen-
dous pressure early on in 
the innings and dismiss-
ing them cheaply will be 

crucial for the visitors’ 
chances. Coming back 
into the side after play-
ing just one ODI against 
India, veteran Tim South-
ee proved his immense 
value with tidy figures of 
17 runs in four over in-
cluding three wickets.

The spinners, Ish 
Sodhi and Santner, too 
were on top of the Indi-
an batsmen, sharing two 
wickets apiece.

Squads:
India: Rohit Shar-

ma(c), Shikhar Dhawan, 
Rishabh Pant, Dinesh 
Karthik, Kedar Jadhav, 
MS Dhoni, Krunal Pan-
dya, Kuldeep Yadav, Yuz-
vendra Chahal, Bhuvne-
shwar Kumar, Siddarth 
Kaul, Khaleel Ahmed, 
Shubman Gill, Vijay 
Shankar, Hardik Pandya, 
Mohammad Siraj.

New Zealand: Kane 
Williamson(c), Doug 
Bracewell, Colin de 
Grandhomme, Lockie 
Ferguson, Scott Kug-
geleijn, Colin Munro, 
Daryl Mitchell, Mitchell 
Santner, Tim Seifert, Ish 
Sodhi, Tim Southee, Ross 
Taylor, Blair Tickner, 
James Neesham.

Match starts at 11.30 
AM IST.

Returning from Injury, 
Mirabai Chanu wins gold 
in first competitive meet

New Delhi, Feb 7 (PTI): 
World champion Indi-
an weightlifter Saikhom 
Mirabai Chanu Thursday 
notched up a gold medal 
at the EGAT Cup in Thai-
land, making a strong 
comeback from the low-
er back injury that kept 
her out of action for more 
than half of 2018.

According to the in-
formation received here, 
Chanu won the 49kg cat-
egory gold with a effort 
of 192 kg in the silver 
level Olympic qualify-
ing event, the points 
from which will come 
in handy when the final 
rankings for Tokyo 2020 
cut are done.

“This is my first in-
ternational event after 
recovering from injury. I 
am feeling 100 per cent 
fit but since this is first 
one after injury, it is not 
the best result,” Chanu 
told PTI from Chiang Mai 
city in Thailand.

“But this is just four 
kg less than my person-
al best of 196kg. I am 
quite satisfied and happy 
with my performance. I 
had won World Cham-
pionships in 2017 with 
194kg,” she added.

The 24-year-old 
Manipuri lifted 82kg 
in snatch and 110kg in 

clean and jerk to finish 
on top of the podium af-
ter recovering from the 
injury, which required 
extensive physiotherapy 
and kept her out of action 
for nine months.

Japan’s Miyake Hi-
romi (183kg) claimed 
the silver, while the 
bronze went to Papua 
New Guinea’s Loa Dika 
Toua (179kg). While Hi-
romi is the Rio Olympics 
bronze-medallist Dika 
Toua won the 53kg cat-
egory silver medl in the 
Commonwealth Games 
in Gold Coast.

Chanu had missed the 
world championships 
last year, a gold level 
Olympic qualifier, owing 
to the injury which had 
also forced her out of the 
Asian Games in Jakarta.

“My next target is the 
Asian Championships in 
China, followed by the 
world championships, 
which is very crucial for 
me,” Chanu said.

Chanu was last seen 
in action at the Gold 
Coast CWG where she 
won gold with an effort 
of 196kg.

She had then lift-
ed 86kg in snatch and 
110kg in clean and jerk, 
a Games record and also 
her personal best.

US blocks UN move to 
defend Hebron mission

United Nations, Feb 7 
(AFP): The United States 
on Wednesday blocked 
a proposed UN Security 
Council statement ex-
pressing regret over 
Israel’s decision to 
end an international 
observer force in the 
West Bank city of He-
bron, diplomats said.

Kuwait and Indo-
nesia had circulated 
the draft statement fol-
lowing a closed-door 
council meeting during 
which many countries 
expressed concern about 
the Israeli move.

Prime Minister Ben-
jamin Netanyahu an-
nounced last week that 
he would not renew the 
mandate of the Tempo-
rary International Pres-
ence in Hebron (TIPH), 
accusing the mission led 
by Norway of bias.

The 64-member 
team of unarmed ob-
servers was established 
in Hebron following a 
massacre of Palestinians 
in 1994.

The proposed state-
ment was to express the 
Security Council’s “re-
gret” about Israel’s “uni-
lateral decision” and call 
for “calm and restraint” 
in Hebron, according to 
the text seen by AFP.

It stressed “the im-
portance of the mandate 
of the TIPH and its efforts 
to foster calm in a highly 
sensitive area and fragile 
situation on the ground, 
which risks further dete-
riorating, as reflected in 

the escalating cycle of vi-
olence.” The text warned 
Israel that it has an ob-
ligation under interna-
tional law “to protect the 
Palestinian civilian popu-
lation in Hebron” as well 
as the rest of the occu-
pied territories.

The United States, 
which has firmly defend-
ed Israel’s policies at the 
United Nations, moved 
quickly to block the pro-
posed response, diplo-
mats said.

Council statements 
require unanimous 
approval.

Kuwait’s Ambassa-
dor Mansour al-Otaibi 
said the council would 
discuss a proposed visit 
to the Israeli occupied 
territories for a close-up 
look at the situation on 
the ground.

The Hebron mission 
is tasked with promoting 
a sense of security for 
Palestinians in Hebron, 
the largest city in the 
West Bank.

Hebron is holy to 
both Muslims and Jews 
and has been a flash-
point in the Israeli-Pal-
estinian conflict.

At least 600 Jewish 
settlers live under heavy 
military guard in the city, 
which is home to around 
200,000 Palestinians.

Israeli settlements 
are seen as illegal under 
international law and a 
major obstacle to peace, 
as they are built on land 
the Palestinians see as 
part of their future state.

Reliance Ind plans Rs 10,000 
cr investments in West Bengal

Paul Greengrass, Tom Hanks 
teaming up for ‘News of the World’

Kolkata, Feb 07 (PTI): In-
dia’s largest private sec-
tor company Reliance In-
dustries Thursday said it 
had firmed up Rs 10,000 
crore investments in 
West Bengal which is un-
der implementation.

“Today, our invest-
ments stand at Rs 28,000 
crore in West Bengal 
alone, and we have 
firmed up our plan for 
further investment of 
over Rs 10,000,” CMD 
of Reliance Industries 
Mukesh D Ambani said 
at the Bengal Global 
Business summit here 
on Thursday.

Most of the invest-
ments would be from Re-
liance Jio. Jio network will 
cover 100 per cent of the 
state’s population, he said.

In 2016, Reliance 
made investments worth 
Rs 4500 crore and af-

ter more funds were 
pumped, it stood at Rs 
28,000 crore at the mo-
ment, which accounted 
for one-tenth of total in-
vestments in India so far.

Reliance Retail oper-
ates 500 retail stores and 
46 petro retail outlets 
in West Bengal, Ambani 
said adding that Reliance 
operates three million 
square feet of warehous-
es in the state.

The company was in 
the process of setting up 
a state-of-the art data 
centre project in the 
proposed Silicon Vally 
hub in the city.

Reliance had also 
set up 350 Jio Points 
which are operational 
to be increased to 1000 
by the year end, meant 
for serving villages of 
the country with digital 
connectivity.

Los Angeles, Feb 7 (PTI): “Captain Phillips” team 
of actor Tom Hanks and director Paul Green-
grass are expected to once collaborate for the 
new film, “News of the World”.

Luke Davies has written the script for the 
film, which is based on the best-selling novel by 
Paulette Jiles.

According to Variety, Greengrass, who most 
recently helmed the 2011 Norway attacks film 
“22 July”, is in negotiation to direct the new 
movie, which hails from Fox 2000 stable.

The story is set in the aftermath of the Amer-
ican Civil War and follows a widowed news read-
er, Captain Jefferson Kyle Kidd (Hanks), who 
travels from town to town in Texas announcing 
the news of the times.

He is given a handsome sum to deliver a 
young orphan girl, whose parents were killed 
by a Native American tribe who then raised her 
as their own, to her family in San Antonio. The 
duo travel 400 miles through dangerous terrain, 
slowly developing a bond that will be tested 
when the man must give the girl up to relatives 
that not only don’t want her but have abusive 
plans for her.

Hanks and Gary Goetzman will be producing 
the project through Playtone with Gail Mutrux 
through Pretty Pictures.

The director is best known for directing 
three films of the Matt Damon-starrer “Bourne” 
franchise -- “The Bourne Supremacy” (2004), 
“The Bourne Ultimatum” (2007) and “Jason 
Bourne” (2016).

The 2013 biographical drama, “Captain Phil-
lips”, Greengrass’ maiden collaboration with 
Hanks, had received six Academy Award nomina-
tions, including best picture.
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ROADS & BRIDGES DEPARTMENT
GOVERNMENT OF SIKKIM

SINGTAM
Memo No:-255/R&B/AES                            Date:-06/02/2019 

RE-TENDER NOTICE
   
For and on behalf of the Governor of Sikkim, Assistant Engineer-Singtam, Roads & Bridges 
Department Government of Sikkim, invites sealed tenders under single bid system from the 
eligible contractors of Class IV Grade enlisted with Sikkim Public Works Department vide No-
tification No: 515/R&B/PWD/Secy, dated 12.06.2018 and notification No. 556/R&B/PWD/
Secy. dated: 28.08.2018 for the construction of fair weather roads, through competitive bidding 
within the territorial jurisdiction of the Concerned Ward of the Gram Panchayat Unit of West 
Pendam Constituency where the work is to be executed.     
 
The details of works and time schedule are as under:  

SL No. Name of Work Cost of Work put 
to tender (in Rs)

Earnest Money              
@ 2.50%                         

(in Rs)

Cost of 
Tender 

documents                        
(in Rs)

Comple-
tion Time

1 Const. of fair 
weather road 
from Chewibotey 
Phakli, Mamjay, 
Jukeypani to 
Pendam School 
in East Sikkim.

 

 Km 1st Rs. 4238496.00 Rs.1,05,970.00 Rs. 1500.00 09 months

TIME SCHEDULE:-

1 Date of submission of applica-
tion with Bank receipt & TDR for 
issue of Tender Documents .

18th February, 2019 (10.00am to 4.00pm) at rese-
pctive Gram Prashashan Kendra where work is to 
be executed.

2 Last Date and Time for submis-
sion of Tender:

19th. February, 2019 (10.00am to 1.00pm) at 
resepctive Gram Prashashan Kendra where work 
is to be executed.

3 Date and Time for Opening of 
Tender:

19th. February, 2019 (1:30 PM) at resepctive Gram 
Prashashan Kendra where work is to be executed.

CONDITIONS OF CONTRACT:     
1 Tender is open only to the eligible Contractors/Firms of appropriate Class/Area.
2 The intending tenders/contractors should apply in writing for issue of tender doc-

uments. The application would be invariably be signed by the contractor himself/
herself. The tender documents will not be issued to any person other than the IN-
TENDING TENDER. The application shall be submitted initially for each works listed 
above with all required documents.    

3 The application should enclosed attested copies of the a) Goods & Services Tax Clear-
ance Certificate (b) Validated/Updated Contractor Enlistment Certificate along the 
application. It is mandatory to produce the original validated/Updated Enlistment 
Certificate during sale/Issue of the Tender Documents for verification.  

4 The prescribed Non-Transferable Tender Documents (includingTender Form) can be 
obtain during the period specified as above  on production of requisite Bank Receipt 
towards the cost of Tender Documents (Non-Refundable) in the Head of GPU where 
the work is to be executed.     

5   Earnest money deposit @ 2.50% in the State Bank of Sikkimshall be in the form of 
Deposit Receipt of Schedule Bank which includes deposits in the form of Temporary 
Deposit Receipt (TDR) in favour of the Accounts Officer, Roads & Bridges Department, 
NirmanBhawan, Gangtok. Tender Form shall be issued only on production of toward 
deposit receipts of 2.50% earnest money.    

6 The Tender documents, including the Tender Form with quoted offer should be placed in 
a sealed cover with the name of the tenderers and the name of work superscripted on it, 
supporting documents listed at Sl. No: (a)&(b)above should be enclosed with the offer.

7 Sealed Tenders may be deposited in the Tender Box in the office of the concerned 
Gram Prasashan Kendra where the work is to be executed on the date and within the 
time indicated above.    

8 Tenders shall be opened by a Tender Opening Committee as prescribed by the Govern-
ment in the presence of the tenderers on the date and time indicated above. 

9 The Tenderer shouldsign on every page of the tender documents as Acceptance of 
the General Direction and Conditions of the contract and other laid down norms. The rate 
quoted should be both in figures and words and should be inclusive of GST and all other 
Taxes and Levies. Over writing and corrections should be avoided and if made should be 
authenticated. Incomplete/Conditional tenders shall be rejected forthwith.  

10 In case of any discrepancy in rate(s) printed in the schedule of Rates and Quantities 
issued with the tender documents, rates as per approved Schedule of Rates will be 
taken as correct.  For items outside the Schedule of Rates (SOR), the rates shall be as 
per the technically checked estimate/analysis. Decision of the PCE-cum-Secretary/
Head of the Department will be final in the regard.

11 The work value, scope and quantum of the work are subjected to change; the contractor 
shall execute the work as per the directives of the Department. No claim on this account is 
entertained whatsoever. If any claim is made, it shall be as per the agreement rates.

12 The Department reserves the rights to hold payments to the contractor unless test 
certificates are not produced by the contractor when called upon to do so. 

13  Avoidable damages due to negligence of the contractor shall be at his/her own risk 
and cost.The Department shall not be liable for payment of such damages (if any), 
including accidents to labour at site.    

14  The offer shall remain valid for a period for 90 (Ninety) days. The work should com-
mence within 15 (fifteen) days form the issue of Work Order. 

15 All the conditions as mentioned in the NIT shall be deemed to a part of the agreement 
to be entered with the contractor. Security deposit shall be collected by deductions 
from the running bills of the contractor @ 5.00% of the value of work done.

16 The Department reserves the right to accept or reject any or all tenders without as-
signing any reason thereof.    

17 The recoveries of Royalties on Forest Produce shall be as per rates notified by the 
Government from time to time and applicable on the date of payment. In no case, 
claim of any contractor for deduction as per rates incorporated in Analysis of Rates or 
Schedule of Rates on the date of tender shall be acceptable. 

18 Subletting of contract work is against the norms and it comes to the notice, the original 
contract shall be cancelled and appropriate action shall be initiated as per the rules.

19 The Department also reserves the right to increase, decrease, alter or modify the item 
of works as indicated in the NIT without assigning any reason thereof. 

20  In case the man power employed by the contractors are from outside the State or neigh-
boring countries, it shall be the responsibility of the contractors to get them registered 
with the Labour Department, Government of Sikkim as per the relevant Labour Laws.

21   Use of explosive shall be regulated as under:
(a)  Transportation, Handling, storage and use of Explosives (if necessary) shall be in ac-

cordance with the provision of the India Explosive Act and General Guidelines, Circu-
lars issued by the department and other competent authorities on the subject from 
time to time.    

(b)    The rules and regulations issued by the Sikkim Public Works Department or any other 
competent authority shall strictly be adhered to with regard to transportation, stor-
age; handling and use of explosives shall be maintained by the contractor. 

22 The contractor shall also make arrangement to have photographs of the works taken at least 
at three stages of the construction period i.e. beginning, middle and completion stages.23 
Damage of properties in and around the work site must be avoided at all cost. The 
contractor shall be held responsible for any acts of negligence and shall be made to 
make good the damages.    

24 It is accepted to the tenderer to have inspected the site before submitting his/her bid. 
There may be possible site difficulties for which the tenderer should have their own 
correct assessment before submitting the bid. 

25 The cost of Stock materials supplied from the Departmental store will be deducted 
from the contractor’s bills as per rules.    

26 The bidders shall produce a Certificate of Residence from the concerned Gram Pan-
chayat Unit where the work is to be executed.  

R.O No. 667/IPR/Pub/Classi./18-19  
Date: 7.6.2019 

Sd/-
ASSISTANT ENGINEER
SINGTAM SUB DIVISION

ROADS & BRIDGES DEPARTMENT

Germany sets new limits on 
Facebook data collection

Frankfurt Am Main, Feb 
7 (AFP): Germany’s Federal 
Competition Office (FCO) said 
Thursday it would impose 
new limits on how Facebook 
collects data from subsidiar-
ies Whatsapp and Instagram, 
as well as third-party websites 
with embedded Facebook fea-
tures such as “Like” buttons.

Rather than requiring us-
ers to accept that such data 
can be folded into their Face-
book accounts under a one-off 
agreement to the social net-
work’s terms and conditions, 
users must in future be asked 
for their specific consent in 
both cases, the authority said.

“In future, Facebook will 
no longer be allowed to force 
its users to agree to the prac-
tically unrestricted collection 
and assigning of non-Face-
book data to their Facebook 
user accounts,” FCO chief An-
dreas Mundt said in a state-

ment. “If users do not consent, 
Facebook may not exclude 
them from its services and 
must refrain from collecting 
and merging data from differ-
ent sources.” The FCO found 

that Facebook has a “domi-
nant” position in social net-
working in Germany, with its 
23 million daily active users 
representing 95 per cent of 
the market -- meaning there 

is no viable alternative service 
for most people.

That meant that “Face-
book’s conduct represents 
above all a so-called exploit-
ative abuse,” the authority 

argued. “The only choice the 
user has is either to accept the 
comprehensive combination of 
data or to refrain from using 
the social network,” Mundt said. 
“In such a difficult situation the 
user’s choice cannot be referred 
to as voluntary consent.”

In its own statement, 
Facebook said it would appeal 
the FCO’s decision.

“The Bundeskartellamt’s 
decision misapplies German 
competition law to set differ-
ent rules that apply to only 
one company,” the California 
firm said, adding that “we face 
fierce competition in Germa-
ny” from the likes of YouTube, 
Snapchat and Twitter.

Rather than the FCO, the 
Irish Data Protection Com-
mission should be oversee-
ing Facebook’s use of data as 
the company’s European HQ 
is based in Dublin, the social 
network said.

May brings Brexit tour back to Brussels
Brussels, Feb 7 (AFP): 
Britain’s Prime Minis-
ter Theresa May heads 
back to meet EU leaders 
in Brussels on Thursday 
as she seeks a way to 
avoid a no deal Brexit in 
50 days time. Expecta-
tions for the visit were 
already modest when, on 
Wednesday, EU kingpins 
Donald Tusk and Jean-
Claude Juncker torched 
May’s prospects of win-
ning changes to the with-
drawal agreement.

The president of the 
European Commission, 
Juncker, told reporters 
May already knows and 
accepts that the Union 
will not re-open talks on 
the deal.

And Tusk, who rep-
resents EU member 
governments as head of 
the European Council, 
triggered outrage across 
the Channel by damning 
pro-Brexit politicians for 
-- in his view -- recklessly 
failing to plan.

“I’ve been wondering 
what that special place in 
hell looks like, for those 
who promoted Brexit 
without even a sketch of 
a plan how to carry it out 
safely,” Tusk said.

Juncker, at a later 
news conference, did not 
use the same language, 
but cheerfully laughed 
off Tusk’s remark.

But he also repeated 
the same warning that 
the withdrawal agree-
ment, and the backstop 
clause designed to keep 
the Irish border open 
if no future trade deal 
is agreed, will not be 
changed. “She knows that 
the commission is not 

prepared to reopen the 
issue,” Juncker said, af-
ter talks with Irish Prime 
Minister Leo Varadkar, 
who also insisted on the 
need for the backstop.

This apparently unit-
ed front did not daunt 
Number 10, who in-
sisted that the Brit-
ish parliament’s re-
jection of the deal 
meant that May must 
seek material changes to 
the accord or see it fail.

According to talking 
points provided by 
Downing Street ahead 
of the visit, May will ad-
mit that: “Securing such 
changes will not be easy.”

But she will add: 
“Last week, Parliament 
made clear that for the 
first time it could sup-
port the withdrawal 
agreement, subject to 
changes to the backstop.

“The Government 
now wants urgently to 
work with the EU to se-
cure such changes.

The EU shares the 
UK’s commitment to 
leave with a deal. We 
must show determi-
nation and do what it 
takes to now get the deal 
over the line.”

The impasse in Brus-
sels has led to heightened 
fears Britain could crash 
out of the EU without a 
deal on March 29, dis-
rupting trade and sup-
plies to manufacturing.

Tusk and Juncker 
said they look forward 
to hosting May on Thurs-
day, and Varadkar will 
have dinner with her in 
Dublin on Friday.

Offering warm sup-
port for his Irish guest, 

Tusk said the European 
Union “will not gamble 
with peace” on the Irish 
border by removing the 
backstop from the deal.

“I hope that tomor-
row we will hear from 
Prime Minister May a 
realistic suggestion on 
how to end the impasse,” 
he said. But he added: “A 
sense of responsibility 
also tells us to prepare 
for a possible fiasco.”

Varadkar, whose gov-
ernment has stressed the 
importance of maintain-
ing an open border be-
tween Ireland and North-
ern Ireland after Brexit, 
thanked Tusk.

“While we expect the 
backstop will never be 
used, we agreed again 
today it is needed as a 
legal guarantee to ensure 
there is no return to a 
hard border,” he said.

On Wednesday, May 
discussed the issue with 
Northern Irish leaders in 
the British province.

Last month, the 
House of Commons over-
whelmingly rejected the 
Brexit deal that May had 
negotiated with the EU 
after 18 months of pains-
taking diplomacy.

May is now looking 
into changes to satisfy 
her MPs, who fear the 
backstop would keep 
Britain indefinitely tied 
to EU rules with even 
closer alignment for 
Northern Ireland.

May’s spokesman 
stressed that she wasn’t 
coming to Brussels to 
ask for more time and re-
mained determined to de-
liver a Brexit deal before 
the March 29 deadline.

Russia plans to invest USD 14 
bn in Pakistan’s energy sector

SAJJAD HUSSAIN
Islamabad, Feb 7 (PTI): 
Cash-strapped Pakistan 
is set to receive an inte-
grated Russian invest-
ment package of USD 14 
billion for the country’s 
energy sector, including 
offshore gas pipeline and 
underground storage 
projects, a media report 
said Thursday.

A Russian delega-
tion headed by Gazprom 
Management Committee 
Deputy Chairman Vita-
ly A Markelov pledged 
to make the investment 
during a recent visit to 
Pakistan, the Express Tri-
bune reported.

The Russian compa-
nies would build a gas 
pipeline from Karachi 
to Lahore to transport 
imported gas for meet-
ing the needs of the 
Punjab province.

Out of the USD14 
billion, Russians would 
invest around USD 10 
billion in an offshore gas 
pipeline project, USD 
2.5 billion in the North-
South pipeline project 
and the remaining on 
building underground 
storages in Pakistan, the 
report said.

Pakistan and Rus-
sian state-run entities 
on Wednesday signed 
inter corporate agree-
ment to conduct a fea-
sibility study of the 
USD10-billion offshore 
pipeline project.

The planned mas-
sive Russian investment 
in Pakistan is coming at 
a time when bilateral 
relations between Mos-
cow and Islamabad were 
warming up.

Pakistan’s ties with 
Russia have moved past 
the bitter Cold War hos-
tilities and the chill in 
the US-Pakistan relations 
has further pushed the 
country towards Russia 
and China.

Under this project, 
Russian company, Gaz-
prom, will conduct feasi-
bility steady to build off-
shore pipeline from Iran 
to Pakistan, according to 
the report.

Pakistan’s Minister 
for Petroleum Division, 
Ghulam Sarwar Khan, 
appreciated the expand-
ing trajectory of bilateral 
relations between Russia 
and Pakistan and wel-
comed Gazprom’s inter-
est in off-shore gas pipe-

line project and termed it 
a manifestation of multi-
faceted cooperation be-
tween the two countries.

The pipeline con-
struction is expected to 
be completed in three to 
four years.

Inter State Gas Sys-
tems (ISGS) Managing 
Director Mobin Saulat 
and Markelov signed 
the agreement.

Under the deal, Rus-
sia will export 500 mil-
lion cubic feet per day 
(mmcfd) to one billion 
cubic feet per day gas 
to meet the growing de-
mand of gas following 
industrialisation under 
the China-Pakistan Eco-
nomic Corridor.

A feasibility study 
would be conducted by 
Gazprom at its own cost 
with no financial implica-
tions on Pakistan.

Russia holds huge gas 
deposits in Iran and has 
offered Pakistan and In-
dia gas exports by laying 
an offshore pipeline that 
will pass through the 
strategic Gwadar Port on 
the Arabian sea.

Russia has been a big 
gas exporter to the Eu-
ropean Union countries 
and Turkey since long 
and despite US anger, the 
European bloc has con-
tinued to make imports 
to meet its domestic 
needs. Moscow receives 
gas from Turkmenistan 
and then exports it to 
EU states. It has got and 
managed gas deposits 
in Iran as well and is 
looking to gain foothold 
in the Pakistani market, 
the report said.

Certain economic 
benefits such as transit 
fee would accrue to Pa-
kistan if the project is 
implemented, the report 
said. Pakistan will im-
port some 500 million to 
1 billion cubic feet of gas 
from Russia daily, which 
would be transported 
through sea link, the 
agreement says.

The pipeline would 
follow an integrated ap-
proach including other 
ancillary projects such 
as underground gas stor-
age, desalination and 
other power projects.

Moreover, the proj-
ect would bring Pakistan 
on the world map as the 
transit country for off-
shore gas pipelines, the 
report said.
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ARIES: No need to call in the glam squad 
under today’s bohemian mashup of the 
Sun and free-spirited Jupiter. Let your hair 
down—and allow the wild ideas to flow. 
What begins as a blue skies brainstorming 
session could yield the seeds of a prom-
ising project or a future venture! Under 
these social skies, an evening group hang 
could lead to you to some fascinating new 
acquaintances.  
TAURUS: What’s your angle, Taurus? 
The savvy Sun plays ball with rosy Jupiter 
today, helping you see the brightest poten-
tial in every situation. Once you’ve identi-
fied your hopeful finish line, sit down for 
some strategic planning. Research data, 
check out the competition as a case study, 
and Google anyone who you have a meet-
ing with today.  
GEMINI: Today’s promising pairing of the 
Sun and Jupiter will buoy your faith in Cupid. 
A romantic situation that seemed to be stalling 
could suddenly get some fuel. Or, when you 
least expect it, you could meet someone who 
makes you feel all giddy and sparkly. Pour 

yourself a cup of truth serum and be direct, 
Gemini—not that anyone has to twist your 
arm here.  
CANCER: Artisanal chocolate, reclaimed 
wood coffee tables, homebrewed beers, oh 
my! Sate your love of all things sartori-
al today and channel your obsessive ten-
dencies into a fervent search for obscure 
finds. Wander through an artist’s market 
on your lunch hour, meet friends for din-
ner at that haute gastropub, or race home 
after work to dive into a DIY project. Cre-
ativity, whether consumed or crafted by 
your own two hands, always restores your 
faith in human potential.  
LEO: The coast is clear for a romantic 
gamble today. Someone who diverges 
from your usual type could actually cap-
tivate your interest. Don’t brush it off! 
Whether a white-collar superstar or hum-
ble artist, it’s the spark of ingenuity that 
you’ll find most attractive. And if your 
values don’t gel for the long haul, there’s 
no rule that says you can’t enjoy a little 
fun. In a relationship? An evening OUT is 

just what the love doctor ordered. Take a 
disco nap after work, then, go kick up your 
heels with a glamorous date night.  
LIBRA: CA meeting of the minds could 
evolve into a heartfelt connection today. 
Don’t rush off if you’ve plunged into a fasci-
nating conversation. Although your FOMO 
could kick in, there probably isn’t a more 
interesting person on the other side of the 
bar (and even then). Stay engaged and even 
share a vulnerable story about yourself.   
VIRGO: Your nurturing nature is at the 
wheel today, Virgo, but don’t confuse this for 
caretaking. You don’t have to zap your own 
energy in an effort to make others feel good. 
Start by asking yourself what YOU need in 
order to find your little patch of peace. Maybe 
it’s a 20-minute chair massage or an evening 
yoga class. There’s nothing wrong with want-
ing friends to share in your bliss bubble. In-
stead of doing favors, invite them to tag along 
with you for some down dogs, or a lunch hour 
trek to the health food store.
SCORPIO: For privacy-loving Scorpios, 
your home (and ideally, your office space) 

must feel like a safe and sacred oasis. To-
day’s inspired alignment of the Sun and 
Jupiter guide you along any improvements 
that need to be made. It may be an easy 
fix, like pivoting your desk 180 degrees 
so that you can see who is walking up to 
you or creating a “barrier” from interoffice 
distractions using your monitor and a few 
leafy plants! 
SAGITTARIUS: Use your gift of gab to 
your advantage today. Pitch an idea to a 
prospective partner and let the games be-
gin. Since you may be a little too restless to 
sit at your desk or some stuffy conference 
room, how about meeting over lunch? (Ri-
sotto and chocolate cake, your treat!) Pay 
attention to time though. You could get so 
swept up in inspiring conversation that you 
miss your 3PM meeting. Tonight, invite an 
intriguing acquaintance to be your plus-one 
for an event. This could be the start of an 
amazing friendship !    
CAPRICORN: Helpful people surround 
you today, but here’s the rub. Their ap-
proach may be a little “mother hen” for 

your liking. Try not to react like a rebel-
lious teen if you feel them clucking and 
fussing over you. There’s a message worth 
gleaning, and it may be sung to the tune 
of, “You really SHOULD take better care 
of yourself, Capricorn.”   
AQUARIUS:  Ask, believe, receive. The 
Law of Attraction is more than just an “woo 
woo” notion under today’s beneficent pair-
ing of the Aquarius Sun and #blessed Jupi-
ter. The trick is to hold a clear picture of your 
desires, no wavering allowed! When you 
ground yourself in that vision, it becomes 
shockingly easy to choose the appropriate 
actions to manifest your dreams!   
PISCES: Your ambitious nature gets a lofty 
jolt from the Sun and Jupiter today, but with 
a twist. Rather than looking at numbers 
on a spreadsheet, ask yourself this: Does 
the work I’m doing have enough heart 
and meaning to keep me engaged? Am I 
touching people in a profound way? If not, 
brainstorm ways you can add more soul 
to your goals. If you can’t sync that up with 
your 9-5, look beyond the obvious.

ROSIE HUNTINGTON-WHITELEY:  While out 
in NYC, the supermodel rocks a statement Celine coat 
emblazoned with the names of famous British dishes, 
like “sticky toffee pudding.” Yum!

Ranveer to start training with Kapil Dev on 83

Chris Evans, Brie Larson and 11 others 
to present awards at Oscar 2019

Farah Khan, Rohit Shetty to 
collaborate for new action-comedy

Nick Jonas coming back for ‘Jumanji’ sequel

Mumbai, Feb 7 (PTI): Ranveer Singh, 
who will be playing Kapil Dev in Kabir 
Khan’s “83”, will soon begin training with 
the cricket legend for the sports drama. 
The film will chronicle India’s win under 
Kapil’s captainship, when the Men in Blue 
defeated West Indies in the final to clinch 
their first-ever World Cup trophy in 1983.

“I am looking forward to spending 
time with Kapil Sir. I feel like that time 
spent would be integral to my process of 
transforming myself into him,” Ranveer 
said in a statement.

“I want to absorb as much as I can 
from him. His story, his experiences, his 
thoughts, feelings, his expressions, his 
energy,” says Ranveer.

The 33-year-old actor earlier trained 
with bowling great Balwinder Singh 
Sandhu, who will be portrayed by Punja-
bi singer-actor Ammy Virk in the film.

Ranveer will spend three weeks with 
Kapil to get the mannerisms and atti-
tude of the character right. He will also 
learn the veteran cricketer’s unique 
bowling style. “I’m keen on getting tips 

on my bowling and batting from the man 
himself. His achievements are extraordi-

nary. He is the quintessential underdog 
who became a champion through perse-
verance, self-belief, hard-work and a pos-
itive mindset,” the actor said.

“I am extremely inspired by him. 
I want to pour myself fully into this 

exciting character,” he added. The 
much-awaited film will release on April 

10, 2020. “83” is produced by Madhu 
Mantena, Vishnu Induri and Khan, and 
presented by Reliance Entertainment. 
Ranveer also has Zoya Akhtar’s “Gully 
Boy”, opposite Alia Bhatt. The film will 
release on February 14.

Los Angeles, Feb 5 (PTI): Actors Daniel Craig, Chris Evans 
and Brie Larson are among the Hollywood A-listers who will 
be presenting awards at the Oscar 2019.

The Academy of Motion Picture Arts and Sciences (AMPAS) 
announced the first list of stars which also includes Awkwaf-
ina, Tina Fey, Whoopi Goldberg, Jennifer Lopez, Amy Poehler, 
Maya Rudolph, Amandla 
Stenberg, Charlize Ther-
on, Tessa Thompson, 
and Constance Wu.

Oscar producers 
Donna Gigliotti and 
Glenn Weiss said in a 
statement that more 
names will be unveiled 
in the coming weeks.

“The Oscar nomi-
nees have generated 
tremendous worldwide 
attention through their 
captivating stories, 
achievements and per-
formances,” Gigliotti and Weiss said.

“We want to give the public an opportunity to once again 
experience the moments that have moved us all. It is a cele-
bration of our universal love of movies,” they added.

The Oscars also announced that Venezuelan conduc-

tor Gustavo Dudamel and the LA Philharmonic will perform 
during the “In Memoriam” segment of the award ceremony.

Earlier, the Academy had said that the ceremony will fea-
ture musical performances of the five original song nominees.

Lady Gaga and Bradley Cooper will be performing the 
song, “Shallow”, from their film “A Star Is Born”, while “When 

a Cowboy Trades 
His Spurs for Wings” 
from “The Ballad of 
Buster Scruggs” will 
be performed by Gil-
lian Welch and David 
Rawlings. “The Place 
Where Lost Things Go” 
from “Mary Poppins 
Returns” will be per-
formed by a “surprise 
special guest” during 
the telecast, while Jen-
nifer Hudson will take 
the stage for the Diane 
Warren-penned “I’ll 

Fight” from documentary “RBG”. Kendrick Lamar and SZA will 
perform “All the Stars” from “Black Panther”.

The 2019 Academy Awards will be held on February 24. A 
replacement of actor Kevin Hart as the Oscars host is yet to be 
announced by the AMPAS.

Los Angeles, Feb 7 (PTI): 
Nick Jonas is all set to return 
for the sequel of the hit ad-
venture film, “Jumanji: Wel-
come to the Jungle”.

The 26-year-old ac-
tor-singer played the role 
of Alex Vreeke in the 2017 
blockbuster that grossed 
over USD 960 million at the 
global box office.

“Guess who’s back... 
Let’s go people! The #Ju-
manji sequel is on the way 
and I couldn’t be more ex-
cited to bring Alex back to 
the big screen,” Jonas wrote 
on Twitter.

Dwayne Johnson, Kevin 
Hart, Jack Black and Karen 
Gillan are all coming back 
for the sequel, which will 
be once again directed by 
Jake Kasdan.

They will be joined 
by veteran actors Danny 
DeVito and Danny Glov-
er, while “Ocean’s 8” star 

Awkwafina is in final ne-
gotiations for a significant 
role, reported Variety.

Actors Ser’Darius Blain, 
Madison Iseman, Morgan 
Turner, Alex Wolff, who 
played the younger versions 
of Johnson, Hart, Black and 
Gillan’s characters, are also 
returning for the sequel.

“Jumanji: Welcome to 
the Jungle” followed a 
group of four teens trans-

ported into the world of 
Jumanji, where they turn 
into their adult avatars.

The setting is now a vid-
eo game instead of a board 
game, on which the book and 
original 1995 film, featuring 
Robin Williams, were based.

Scott Rosenberg, Kasdan 
and Jeff Pinkner have penned 
the script of the sequel, which 
will bow out on December 13 
this year.

Mumbai, Feb 7 (PTI): Rohit Shetty is collaborating with Far-
ah Khan on a new action comedy film.

Farah will helm the yet-untitled project, while Rohit will 
produce via his banner Rohit Shetty Picturez.

“Sometimes the Universe just conspires to give you what 
you didn’t even imagine...Together with Rohit, Who I genuine-
ly love as a brother and whose work ethic I respect and share, 
I can only promise a ‘Mother of all Entertainers’! Cant wait to 
say ‘Roll Camera’ for this one!!” Farah said in a statement.

Rohit said, “It’s a privilege for my production company to 
have Farah on board to direct a film for us as she is extremely 
talented and hard working. It will definitely be a wonderful 
association. I can’t wait to start work with this extremely tal-
ented powerhouse. Looking forward.”

The film will be presented by Reliance Entertainment.


