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STATE-LEVEL ‘DAY FOR MOTHER’ EARTH CELEBRATED AT DENTAM
Will extend 7-min restriction on vehicular movement 
to entire Day for Mother Earth if people agree: CM 

Gyalshing, 07 Jul (IPR): ‘A 
Day for Mother Earth’, an en-
vironmental initiative of the 
Government under the stew-
ardship of Chief Minister Prem 
Singh Tamang was observed 
today at Dentam, West Sik-
kim. The theme of the event 
was ‘Celebrating Nature’. The 
state-level event was orga-
nized by the Forest & Envi-
ronment Department, Govern-
ment of Sikkim.

The Chief Minister joined 
his Cabinet colleagues, Depu-
ty Speaker, SLA, MP LokSabha, 
dignitaries and senior officers 
of the Government in planting 
saplings to mark the important 
event. 

It may be remembered 
that, since 2019, 7th July is cel-
ebrated every year as ‘A Day for 
Mother Earth’. On this day, all 
vehicle movement throughout 
the State comes to a standstill 
for 7 minutes at 11am as a trib-
ute to nature and an initiative 
to preserve and conserve the 
environment.

Speaking on the occasion, 
the Chief Minister highlighted 

the objective behind celebrat-
ing ‘A Day for Mother Earth’ on 
7th July every year. He said that 
the prime concern of the Gov-
ernment is the service towards 
society and nature. He said 
that the Covid-19 pandemic 
has reminded us of the impor-
tance of preserving the envi-
ronment and keeping it clean. 
He added that the government 
has always protected the sanc-
tity of the green zones and will 
continue with the same princi-
ples of environmental aware-
ness and adopt measures to 
decrease pollution. 

The Chief Minister sug-
gested that the restriction on 
vehicular movement for seven 
minutes at 11am on 7th July 
every year could be extended 
for the whole day. He said that 
if there is consensus, this could 
be made a regular practice 
from 7th July, 2022 onwards. 

The Chief Minister further 
shared the government’s plan 
to streamline and initiate in-
ternal policies, norms and con-
ditions in all the departments 
to bring uniformity. He further 

urged the people of Sikkim to 
continue to abide by all the 
Covid-19 protocols and pre-
ventive measures to remain 
safe at all times. 

In conclusion, the Chief 
Minister urged all to pledge 
to collectively make Sikkim 

plastic-free and dedicatedly 
perform our responsibilities 
towards the environment.

One of the highlights of the 
event was the presentation 
of various awards to deserv-
ing individuals and organi-
zations for their remarkable 

contribution towards the 
preservation of the environ-
ment. 

Following are the awards 
under various categories con-
ferred upon individuals and 
organizations by the Chief Min-
ister:

IMI hosts 9th Meet of Mountain States on resource mobilization 
SUMMIT REPORT
Gangtok, 07 Jul:

The 9th Meet of the Moun-
tain States organised by 

IMI on 06 Jul, 2021 saw an 
engagement on the issue of 
“Resource mobilization for 
Mountain Organisations in 
the Indian Himalayan Region” 
to discuss strategies, adapta-
tions, and trends in the con-
text of a post CoVID scenario’ 
with key stakeholders includ-
ing CSR heads from the in-
dustry, development partners 
and local organisations in the 
Indian Himalayan Region, a 
press release informs. 

The meet was hosted by 
President, PD Rai, IMI and 
Vice President, Dr Rajendra 
Dobhal. IMI and panelists 
included Founder and CEO, 
Sushil Ramola, B-Able; Ad-
visor and Executive Editor, 
Company CSR, Dr Anil Jaggi; 
Titan Industries, NE Sridhar; 

Deshpande Foundation, Sand-
eep Sabharwal; Chairman, Dr 
KK Upadhyaya, DNR Founda-
tion and ex-CSR Head, FICCI; 
Groupd Head, Tara Chand, 

CSR, Oaknorth India; and AGM-
THDC India Ltd, Rajeshwaer 
Giri. 

The panel during the dis-
cussion focused on the critical 

issue of resource mobilisation 
for effective contribution to 
the vision of a resilient moun-
tain economy in India. There is 
an urgent need to strengthen 

organisations in the region by 
sharing information & building 
capacities, the release states. 

President, PD Rai, IMI, in 
his address emphasised on the 
need to seek the participation 
of our CSR and Philanthropy 
community to join the collec-
tive efforts with the Global Call 
for Build Back Better. 

The webinar was attended 
by various mountain organ-
isations including IMI State 
chapters such as Sustain-
able Development Forum of 
Uttarakhand, Meghalaya In-
tegrated Mountain Develop-
ment Initiative, Sustainable 
Development Forum of Na-
galand, Sustainable Devel-
opment Forum of Arunachal 
Pradesh, Himmothan Society 
and others. The session ended 
on revisiting CSR for mountain 
concerns with IMI leading the 
role to celebrate the Indian Hi-
malaya.

124 new cases and two more 
Covid deaths in Sikkim

Summit Report
Gangtok, 07 Jul: 

Sikkim’s COVID death 
toll reached 311 today 

with two more deaths 
being reported in the last 
24 hours. Both COVID 
deaths were reported 
from STNM Hospital. 

In the meantime, 170 
more people tested pos-
itive over the same 24 
hours, taking the state’s 
tally of confirmed cases 
of COVID-19 to 21,573. 
These new cases were 
detected from the testing 
of 993 samples on Tues-
day giving Sikkim a daily 
test positivity rate comes 
to 17.1%.

Of these, 81 cases 
were reported in East 
District, 23 in West Dis-
trict, 65 in South Dis-
trict and one in North 
Sikkim.

Meanwhile, 87 peo-
ple registered full re-

coveries and were dis-
charged from facility and 
home isolation on Tues-
day to further improve 
Sikkim’s figure of recov-
ered cases to 19,031. 

At present, there are 
1,975 active Covidcas-
es in the State, of whom 
only 77 are in hospital, 
including eight admitted 
yesterday alone and 10 
who are in ICU facilities 
at STNM Hospital and 
Central Referral Hospital.

As per the Daily Re-
port of COVID-19 in 
Sikkim released by the 
Integrated Disease Sur-
veillance Programme of 
the Health Department 
this morning, the 124 
new cases were detect-
ed in RT-PCR testing of 
752 samples, another 45 
in rapid antigen testing 
of 237 samples and one 
more case in TruNat test-
ing of four samples. 

Born in Tibet, have been longest guest 
of India, feel proud: Dalai Lama

Hyderabad, 07 Jul 
[PTI]: Tibetan spiritual 
leader the Dalai Lama 
today said he is the “lon-
gest guest” of India, who 
would never cause any 
trouble to his host.

In a virtual interactive 
session with GV Prasad, 
Co-Chairman and Manag-
ing Director of Dr Reddy’s 
Laboratories and others, 
Dalai Lama said India 
which practices “Ahimsa 
and Karuna” (non vio-
lence and compassion) 
stands as a role model for 
other countries.

“As I always men-
tioned, India is my home. 
I was born in Tibet. But 
most of my life was spent 
in this country... I real-
ly feel proud that I am a 
guest of the Indian gov-
ernment. I think I am the 
longest guest of the Indian 
government. But at least 
that guest will not create a 
problem,” he said.

He remarked that 
religious harmony in In-
dia was remarkable and 
there is “free media.”

Describing India as a 
secular country, the Ti-
betan leader in exile said 
he has been promoting 
“Ahimsa and Compas-
sion”, which are intrinsic 
values of Indians that 
have been followed over 
thousands of years.

“With over a billion 
population, India is a per-
fect example of religious 
harmony. It is not because 
of any political reasons, but 
it is because of its people. 
Some of the countries need 
to follow India’s principles 
of religious harmony,” he 
said.

Dalai Lama advised the 
medical fraternity to be 
more compassionate while 
discharging their duties.

Wishes poured in 
from around the globe on 
the occasion of his 86th 
birthday on Tuesday.

Thanking everyone, 
including Prime Minister 
NarendraModi for their 
wishes, Dalai Lama said 
he was determined that 
he must live at least 110 
years.

Elgar case accused on hunger strike 
in jail over Stan Swamy’sdeath

Mumbai, 07 Jul [PTI]: Ten ac-
cused in the Elgar Parishad-Mao-
ist links case went on a one-day 
hunger strike in the Taloja jail in 
neighbouring Navi Mumbai on 
Wednesday to protest against 
what they termed as an “institu-
tional murder” of co-accused Je-
suit priest Stan Swamy.
They also demanded action 
against officials of the National In-
vestigation Agency (NIA), which 
is conducting a probe into the 
Elgar Parishad case, and former 
superintendent of the Taloja jail.

Stan Swamy, 84, was arrest-
ed by the NIA from Ranchi in Oc-
tober 2020 under the stringent 
Unlawful Activities (Prevention) 
Act (UAPA) and lodged at the Ta-
loja Central Jail in Navi Mumbai.

He suffered a cardiac arrest 
and died at a Mumbai hospital 
on Monday in the middle of his 
fight for bail on health grounds.

The Elgar Parishad case is 
related to inflammatory speech-
es made at a conclave held in 
Pune on December 31, 2017, 
which, the police claimed, trig-
gered violence the next day near 
the Koregaon-Bhima war me-
morial located on the outskirts 
of the western Maharashtra city.

The police had claimed the 
conclave was organised by peo-
ple with alleged Maoist links.

The other accused in the case 
termed Stan Swamy’s death an 
“institutional murder” and held 
the “negligent jails, indifferent 
courts and malicious investigat-
ing agencies” responsible for it.

As a mark of protest, 10 of 
the co-accused in the case - Rona 
Wilson, SurendraGadling, Sud-
hirDhawale, Mahesh Raut, Arun 
Ferreira, Vernon Gonsalves, Gau-
tamNavlakha, AnandTeltumbde, 
Ramesh Gaichor and Sagar-

Gorkhe - went on a one-day fast 
in the Taloja jail on Wednesday.

They informed about the 
protest to their family mem-
bers, who released a statement 
saying all Elgar case prisoners 
have blamed the NIA and the Ta-
loja jail’s former superintendent 
KaustubhKurlekar for the death 
of Father Stan Swamy.

They believe that “the sepa-
ration of Stan Swamy from them 
is a deliberate institutional mur-
der,” the release said.

The statement alleged that the 
NIA and Kurlekar never missed a 
single opportunity to “harass” Stan 
Swamy, whether it was the “ghastly 
treatment” inside the jail, the haste 
to transfer him back from hospital 
to jail or even protesting against 
trivial things like a sipper (which 
Stan Swamy required due to his 
medical conditions).

“It is these that have caused 

the death of Stan Swamy and 
therefore, for this institutional 
murder, NIA officials and Kurlekar 
should be tried under Section 302 
(murder) of the Indian Penal Code,” 
the statement said, while demand-
ing a judicial inquiry into his death.

The statement said the fami-
ly members of the accused will 
submit these demands to Maha-
rashtra Chief Minister Uddhav 
Thackeray through the Taloja jail 
administration.

It also said that though these 
accused were lodged in different 
barracks, they met on Tuesday 
and shared their memories of 
Father Stan Swamy, and also ob-
served a two-minute silence as a 
mark of tribute to him.

Three women accused in 
the case- SudhaBharadwaj, 
ShomaSen and JyotiJagtap - are 
currently lodged at the Byculla 
prison in Mumbai.

RK Ranjan - Manipur royal, an academic 
and MP - now a Minister of State

New Delhi, 07 Jul 
[PTI]: RajkumarRanjan 
Singh, who was sworn 
in as Union Minister of 
State today, belongs to 
an erstwhile royal clan of 
Manipur and has worked 
for unity among the vari-
ous tribes in his state.

RK Ranjan, as he is 
popularly known, was 
born on September 1, 
1952 in Manipur’s Kong-
baMakhaNandeibam-
Leikai village. The aca-
demic-turned-politician 
is viewed as a unifier.

Son of Rajkumar-
Manisana Singh, he is 
married to Debala Devi. 
After graduating from 

Imphal’sDhanaManju-
ri College, he earned 
his master’s degree 
in Geography in 1972 
from Guwahati Univer-
sity and later a PhD on 
“problems of land-use” 
in Manipur.

After teaching in the 
colleges of Manipur, he 
joined Manipur Univer-
sity (MU) as an assistant 
professor in the Depart-
ment of Earth Sciences. 
He was appointed the 
registrar at the Universi-
ty and served from 2004 
to 2008.

In 2013, he joined the 
BJP and contested the 
LokSabha elections in the 

very next year. However, 
his debut was unsuccess-
ful.

In the 17th LokSabha 
elections held in 2019, 
he was elected as to the 
LokSabha from the Inner 
Manipur parliamentary 
constituency on BJP’s 
ticket.

He has been ap-
pointed as a member of 
several parliamentary 
committees, including 
the Standing Commit-
tee for Science and 
Technology, the Con-
sultative Committee 
for DoNER and the Par-
liamentary Rules Com-
mittee.
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I) Sikkim Rajya Van SamrakshanEvamParyavaranPuraskar (RVSEPP): consisting of citation & cash award 
Rs. 5,000 each to three awardees. The Awardees of RVSEPP are as follows:

i. . SohnTshering Lepcha, Assistant Livestock Inspector, Himalayan Zoological Park, for his immense contri-
bution in mitigating Man-Animal conflicts in the State for the past two decades.

ii. . Pirthi Man Limboo, Head Mali, Soreng Territorial Range, West Sikkim for providing field level leadership 
and team work in raising healthy and plantable saplings of indigenous and rare tree species. The nursery was 
also judged as the best nursery in the district.

iii. . JeevanChettri, Driver (Contract under JICA-SBFP) deputed to Fambonglho Wildlife Sanctuary, East Wild-
life Division for his valour and dedication during Man-Animal conflicts operations especially pertaining to Hi-
malayan Black Bear in East Sikkim.

2) Certificate of Appreciation & Cash Award of Rs. 1,500 each (11 awardees) to:
i. . Thakur Ram Chettri, BO, Gangtok Territorial Range, East Sikkim a dedicated forester engaged in all forest-

ry field related activities is also actively in emergency disaster related services for which he received a certifi-
cate of appreciation from the Land Revenue Department Government of Sikkim, during the year 2015. 

ii. . PemaLhendupLachungpa, HFG Mangan Territorial Range, North Sikkim who along with his colleague Mr. 
GyatsoLachungpa, FG exhibited valor and compassion to successfully rescue 4 (four) victims of car accident at 
LapsiDara near Manul along North Sikkim Highway on 1st October 2020. 

iii. . SurajLimboo, HFG, Namchi Territorial Range, South Sikkim posted at Dalep Forest Checkpost (FCP) 
with vigilance and team effort has led to detection and apprehension of forest offences/offenders leading to 
FCP generating the highest revenue under South District contributing in the division exceeding the target for 
the FY 2020-21.

iv. . RoshanRai, HFG, Rabongla Territorial Range, South Sikkim is a vigilant and sincere field personnel who 
has always been prepared for any emergencies. He additionally supports the range of administrative work and 
has a great sense of teamwork. 

v. . GyatsoLachungpa, FG, Mangan Territorial Range, North Sikkim assisted Mr. PemaLhendupLachungpa, 
HFG exhibited valor and compassion to successfully rescue 4 (four) victims of car accident at LapsiDara near 
Manul along North Sikkim Highway on 1st October 2020.

vi. AnjanaChettri, FG, Pakyong Territorial Range, East Sikkim through strict and efficient patrolling has 
reduced illicit activities and controlled Forest land encroachments at Amba- Tareythang. Further, under her 
supervision Avenue Plantation has been commendably raised at Amba, the Gram Panchayat Unit adopted by  
Chief Minister during 2020.

vii. . Tara Hang Subba, HFG, Tashiding Territorial Range, West Sikkim a dedicated and dynamic field staff 
who, despite dire shortage of trained manpower and resources, has established Forest Check Post at Tashiding 
bridge ensuring regulating transit of forest produce and enhancing revenue. 

viii. . SonamThendup Bhutia, HFG, Fambonglho Wildlife Sanctuary, East Sikkim is a knowledgeable and 
skilled wildlifer who during Man-Animal conflicts, has successfully tranquilized many dangerous straying wild 
animals, especially the Himalayan Black Bear.

ix. . Prem Kumar Subba, HFG, SidkeongTulku Bird Park, West Sikkim is a hardworking and dedicated front-
line wildlife staff whose efforts has led to successful captivate breeding of Golden and Yellow Pheasants at the 
SidkeongTulku Bird Park, Rabdentse, West Sikkim.

x. . DipchandBiswakarma, FG, Gyalshing Territorial Range, West Sikkim is a dedicated field staff managing 
vast forest jurisdiction. His tenacity and diligence has led to apprehension of forest offences/offenders with 
one of the cases compounding for Rs. 4 Lakhs. 

xi. PreetiRai, BO (Ad-hoc) Sericulture, presently functioning as Farm In-charge at Central Sericulture Farm 
at Mamring is a self-motivated and hardworking official whose efforts has led to record production of Cocoon 
even during COVID Pandemic period. She has been the main lead in efficient upkeep of the farm which has been 
recognised by different sectors.

II) Letter of Appreciation to Frontline staff (142 numbers): To recognize the contributions of the frontline 
staff and encourage their peers/colleagues, a letter of appreciation to forest frontline personnel who during 
2020-21 were engaged/ involved with Sikkim Police/District Administration in quarantine centres / Crema-
tion for COVID-19 deaths.

The programme was also addressed by Minister, Forest & Environment Department, KarmaLoday Bhutia. 
Earlier, the welcome address was delivered by PCCF-cum-Principal Secretary, Forest, M.L. Srivastava. 

STATE-LEVEL ‘DAY FOR MOTHER’ EARTH CELEBRATED AT DENTAM ....

40 SDF families join 
SKM in Tinzir

Summit Report
Namchi, 07 Jul:

Fourty families from 
Tinzir area joined Sik-

kim KrantikariMorcha 
party in the presence of 
SKM workers of Nam-
chi-Singithang constitu-
ency today. The joining 
program was held in the 
Party Office where the 
newcomers were for-
merly welcomed. The 

families left Sikkim Dem-
ocratic Front party to 
join SKM.

During the program, 
LaxumanRai said that 
he is related to the SKM 
president, PS Tamang-
which had made it dif-
ficult to remain an SDF 
member.

“I’m not very expe-
rienced in politics as it 
is just my third year as-

panchayat, but there has 
not been any develop-
ment in our area, and I 
can now take the matter 
up with the administra-
tion through the party 
leaders present,” said-
PremshillaRai.

The new members 
said that they have joined 
the party with hopes that 
their village will be de-
veloped.

‘A Day for Mother Earth’ observed in Soreng 
Soreng, 07 Jul (IPR):A 
small celebratory event 
was held at the premises 
of Soreng Senior Second-
ary School, to mark the 
third edition of ‘A Day for 
Mother Earth’ today.
Press Advisor to CM, CP 
Sharma in his brief ad-
dress highlighted the 
theme of the day ‘Cele-
brating Nature’. He said 
that the event is also be-
ing held to make people 
aware of the importance 
of nature and the need to 
preserve it. He thanked 
the Chief Minister for ini-
tiating and conceptualiz-
ing the idea.

The day was marked 
by planting tree saplings 
by the Press Advisor, 

SDM-Soreng, RanjanRai 
and few of the depart-

ment officials along with 
the employees of the For-

est and Environment De-
partment.

Excise Department observes 
A Day for Mother Earth

Gangtok, 07 Jul (IP-
R):A Day for Mother 
Earth’ was observed by 
the officials of the Ex-
cise Department post-
ed at Rangpo today. On 
the occasion, a planta-
tion drive was organ-

ised at Chanatar, Rang-
po, under the initiative 
of the Secretary Excise 
Department, KuberBhan-
dari and Commissioner 
Excise Department, Bini-
taChettri.

The plantation was 

done in the premises of 
the Excise laboratory and 
Excise Quarters.

The main objective 
of the drive was to take 
an initiative for the con-
servation of the environ-
ment.

Edu Minister plants saplings to 
mark ‘A Day for Mother Earth’

SUMMIT REPORT
Gangtok, 07 Jul:

Education Minister, 
Kunga Nima Lep-

cha planted saplings in 
the office premises of 
Rongyek Chongye Yumi 
Tshogpa, a social organi-
zation based in Rongyek 
today. The event took 
place on the occasion of 
‘A Day for Mother Earth’. 

Minister Lepcha 
planted saplings of 
azalea species in the 
program organized by 
Rongyek Chongye Yumi 
Tshogpa. The program 
was attended by the 
Block Development Of-
ficer of Nandok Block, 
local Panchayat member 
and other guests. 

Members of the Chog-

pa also planted more 
than 200 different spe-
cies of plants like Chaap, 
Azalea, Dhuppi, etc. 
After the plantation 
program, a special pro-
gram was organized at 
the Village Adminis-
tration Center where 
Minister, Kunga Nima 
Lepcha was present as 
the chief guest.

 

Summit Report
Gangtok, 07 Jul:

A Day for Mother Earth 
was observed in Pa-

kyong, East Sikkim under 
the initiative of Forest 
Department, a press re-
lease informs. 

The programme was 
attended by Are MLA, 
Bishnu Kumar Khati-
wara, government offi-
cials and SKM workers.

Earlier, a plantation 
drive was conducted in 
Pakyong Bazaar area in 
presence of the MLA. Af-
ter the plantation drive 
a short program was 
held at Pakyong Territo-
rial Range Forest Office 
premises. 

Staff of Forest Depart-
ment were felicitated as 
COVID Heroes for their 

selfless work during the 
pandemic. MLA Mr Kha-
tiwara handed over cer-
tificates of appreciation 
to the COVID Heroes. 

In his address, he 
talked about A Day for 
Mother Earth initiative 
of the government led 
by the Chief Minister, 
PS Tamang to dedicate 
ourselves towards the 
environment. He also 
stressed that everyone 
should come forward to 
this mass campaign to 
protect our nature and 
environment.

Policing compromised by current 
political masters, SDF alleges

Summit Report
Gangtok, 07 Jul: 

Sikkim Democratic 
Front spokesperson, 

JB Darnal, today alleged 
that the politician-police 
nexus was growing as an 
organised crime in the 
State. The police admin-
istration, instead of going 
after those who break 
the law, was harbouring 
criminals aligned with 
the ruling party, he con-
tended.

For reference, he held 
up the alleged assault 
on a South Sikkim resi-
dent, ArunLimboo, and 
his family by SKM par-
ty members because he 

has been complaining 
against illegal quarrying 
in Temi-Namphing con-
stituency.

Addressing a press 
conference here this 
afternoon, Mr Darnal 
claimed that among the 
attackers were the SKM 
CLC youth convener and 
seven others. 

He alleged that this 
was a pre-planned at-
tack carried out in 
broad daylight to go 
after ArunLimboo for 
raising his voice on be-
half of the people. 

“He has been rais-
ing his voice against the 
illegal quarry and other 

social issues frequently 
so this may be the rea-
son behind the attack. He 
paid the price for raising 
his voice for the people,” 
Mr Darnalsaid.

He also claimed that 
ArunLimboo was not an 
SDF party member and 
has never spoken for the 
party. 

Speaking on behalf 
of the party, Mr Darnal 
condemned the assault 
and wondered aloud 
how convincingly Sikkim 
Police will deliver when 
it comes to investigation 
and bringing the culprits 
to book.

Mr Darnalalso com-

mented on the expulsion 
of four students from 
Gyalshing College, the 
recent adhoc teachers 
issue and the resignation 
of the SUSA president. He 
contended that the state 
government was neither 
serious nor sensitive 
towards education, stu-
dents or teachers.

He also alleged that 
despite many complaints 
lodged by SDF function-
aries, no action has been 
taken by the police in any 
case. Instead, the police 
has kept busy with taking 
action only against SDF 
functionaries in different 
cases.

Tashi Bhutia remembered on fourth death 
anniv of martyrdom for Gorkhaland

SmritaKhawas
Darjeeling, 07 Jul:

Shingsha Bhutia Bud-
dhist Tribal Tsokpa re-

membered Tashi Bhutia 
on his fourth dearth an-
niversary here at Sonada. 
The youthhad sacrificed 
his life during the 2017 
Gorkhaland agitation. 

The SBBTT presi-
dent, Dawangla Bhut-
ia,said, “Today, on the 
4th death anniversary 
of martyr TashiBhutiya, 
we, the Tsokpamembers 
along with the entire 

Gorkha community, re-
member our martyr for 
Gorkhaland. Because of 
Covid-19 many of our 
members could not attend 

this ceremony.”
“Unfortunately, our mar-

tyr has still not received 
justice. Gorkhaland has be-
come a toy in the hands of 

politicians,” he said, while 
adding that the people 
should do their bit by en-
suring communal harmo-
ny and unity in the Hills.
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CHANGE OF NAME 
I PEMA PRADHAN wife of No 10375121Y HAV 
DEEPKAR PRADHAN of Unit 107 Inf Bn (TA) 11 
GR resident of Vill -LOWER NAZI BUSTY P.O - 
KOLBONG P.S - PULBAZAR-DIST-DARJEELING 
have changed my Surname from PEMA PRAD-
HAN to PEMA LAMU SHERPA Vide affidavit dated 
21/06/2021 before Executive Magistrate (Dar-
jeeling).

A Day for Mother Earth 
celebrated in Gyalshing 

Gyalshing, 07 Jul 
(IPR): The District Ad-
ministration Centre, 
West, carried out a plan-
tation and cleanliness 
drive at DAC premises 
today to mark “A Day 
for Mother Earth’ pro-
gramme of the Govern-
ment. 

The program was car-
ried out in the presence 
of  Agawane Rohan Ra-
mesh, ADC, West alongwith  
S.K. Alley, SDM, Gyalshing, 
Head of the Departments of 
West District, and officials 
and staff of DAC, West. 

ADC Ramesh in his 
brief address highlighted 
on the importance of the 
program which is being 
conducted in all parts of 
the State and also spoke 
about the importance of 
such a massive exercise 
towards nature and clean-
liness which is required 
during this pandemic. 

The saplings of Rho-
dodendron and Cherry 
were planted along the 
roadside entering to the 
DAC premises and the 
garbage collected were 

also disposed safely.
Likewise, Gyalshing 

Nagar Panchayat in col-
laboration with HDFC 
Bank Gyalshing and local 
NGOs also planted 200 

tree saplings today at 
Baydong Goucharan for-
est and Lower Kyongsa. 
The plantation was car-
ried out to observe ‘A day 
for Mother Earth 2021’

India records 43,733 
more Covidcases

New Delhi, July 7 
(PTI): India added 
43,733 new cases of 
coronavirus taking the 
total infection tally to 
3,06,63,665, while the 
active cases further de-
clined to 4,59,920, ac-
cording to the Union 
Health Ministry data up-
dated on Wednesday.
The death toll climbed to 
4,04,211 with 930 daily 
fatalities.
The active cases have fur-
ther declined to 4,59,920 
and comprise 1.50 per 
cent of the total infec-
tions, while the national 
COVID-19 recovery rate 
has improved to 97.18 
per cent, the data updat-
ed at 8 am showed.

Also, 19,07,216 tests 
were conducted on Tues-
day taking the total cu-

mulative tests conducted 
so far for detection of 
COVID-19 in the country 
to 42,33,32,097.

The daily positivity 
rate was recorded at 2.29 
per cent . It has been less 
than three per cent for 
16 consecutive days, the 
ministry said, adding the 
weekly positivity rate 
has declined to 2.39 per 
cent.

Recoveries continue 
to outnumber daily new 
cases for the 55th con-
secutive day.The number 
of people who have recu-
perated from the disease 
surged to 2,97,99,534, 
while the case fatality 
rate stands at 1.32 per 
cent, the data stated

India’s COVID-19 tal-
ly had crossed the 20-
lakh mark on August 7, 

30 lakh on August 23, 40 
lakh on September 5 and 
50 lakh on September 
16.It went past 60 lakh 
on September 28, 70 lakh 
on October 11, crossed 
80 lakh on October 29, 
90 lakh on November 20 
and surpassed the one-
crore mark on Decem-
ber 19.India crossed the 
grim milestone of two 
crore on May 4 and three 
crore on June 23.

The ministry also said 
that cumulative vaccine 
doses administered so 
far has reached 36.13 
crore under the Na-
tionwide Vaccination 
Drive.

The 930 new fatal-
ities include 395 from 
Maharashtra, 142 from 
Kerala and 92 from Kar-
nataka.

A total of 4,04,211 
deaths have been report-
ed so far in the country 
including 1,23,531 from 
Maharashtra, 35,526 
from Karnataka, 33,132 
from Tamil Nadu, 25,001 
from Delhi, 22,656 from 
Uttar Pradesh, 17,834 
from West Bengal and 
16,131 from Punjab.

The ministry stressed 
that more than 70 per 
cent of the deaths oc-
curred due to comorbid-
ities.

“Our figures are being 
reconciled with the In-
dian Council of Medical 
Research,” the minis-
try said on its website, 
adding that state-wise 
distribution of figures 
is subject to further 
verification and recon-
ciliation.

ICAR Sikkim adopts Lower Dzongu 
for technology demonstration 

Gangtok, 07 Jul 
(PIB):The ICAR Sikkim 
Centre, Tadong initiated 
technology demonstra-
tion through conduct-
ing training programs 
and supportive input 
distribution for liveli-
hood improvement by 
undertaking Integrated 
Organic Farming Sys-
tem (IOFS) at Lower 
Dzongu, North Sikkim 
district. 

Tribal inhabitants 
of four Gram Panchayat 
Units (GPUs) viz. Low-
er–Lingdong, Upper–

Lingdong, Samdong 
and Hee–Gyathang par-
ticipated in the demon-
stration programme 
organized on 6th July 
2021. 

Initially, Joint Direc-
tor, ICAR RC for NEH 
Region, Sikkim Centre, 
Dr RK Avasthe greeted 
the gathering and de-
scribed the potential 
benefits of Integrated 
Organic Farming Sys-
tem for securing food 
and nutritional se-
curity and livelihood 
improvement of tribal 

farmers in Sikkim Hi-
malaya region. 

Scientist (Agron-
omy), DrAmit Kumar 
demonstrated potential 
organic nutrient man-
agement practices for 
increasing net farm pro-
ductivity at Research 
Farm of ICAR RC for NEH 
Region, Sikkim Centre. 
Scientist (Plant Breed-
ing), Dr E Lamalaxmi 
Devi brief about the 
techniques of quality 
seed production in Sik-
kim. Input distribution 
programme was orga-

nized for ensured supply 
of vegetable seeds, Nal-
pak, phytoneem, tracer, ver-
micompost unit, jalkund, 
shade net, sulphur powder, 
COC and polythene mulch 
to all the participants. 

In addition, 18 num-
bers of cattle and 2479 
number of DOCs were 
distributed. Finally, Nod-
al Officer, TSP, Dr Sau-
ravSahadelivered a for-
mal vote of thanks and 
wished success for all 
the participant’s future 
endeavour towards eco-
nomic prosperity.

Meeting discusses internet and 
phone connectivity issues in North 

WANGCHUK BHUTIA
Mangan, 07 Jul:  

A meeting was held to-
day as per the mem-

orandum submitted by 
MLA Dzongu, Pintso 
Namgyal Lepcha re-
garding poor internet 
and mobile connectiv-
ity in North Sikkim. 

As per the minutes 
of the meeting, the 
following points were 
discussed and field 
visit shall be made 

and the MLA Dzongu 
shall be a part of the 
team.

1.	 R e q u i r e m e n t 
of IT services for Dz-
ongu Constituency 
has been taken by De-
partment of Telecom, 
Government of India.

2.	 R e q u i r e -
ments can be fulfilled 
through Government 
of India’s BharatNet 
Project.

3.	 Work has al-

ready been started and 
stopped due to lack of 
funds and contractors 
stopped the work due to 
pending payments.

4.	 Now the DPR 
of the project has been 
approved and funds 
will be released in the 
month of July by Govt. 
of India.

5.	 I n f o r m a t i o n 
shared to all the con-
tractors and they agreed 
to start the work once 

the payments are re-
ceived.

6.	 If everything 
goes smoothly it can be 
completed within a year.

Apart from this, BSNL 
has introduced Bharath 
Air fibre for broad band 
services through Radio 
network which is suitable 
to the demography of Sik-
kim. It can be provided to 
the customers covering 
4Kms area from the dis-
tribution point each.

Namcheybong MLA visits PHSCs in his constituency
Summit Report
Gangtok, 07 Jul:

Area MLA, Em Prasad 
Sharma visited five 

PHSCs (Basilakha PHSC, 
Changay PHSC, Assam 
Lingzey PHSC, Aho PHSC 
and Sumin PHSC) under 
Namcheybong Constit-
uency, today, a press re-
lease informs.

He was accompanied 
by Chairman, Excise De-
partment, Ganza Denzong-
pa, Chairman, Cooperation 
Department, BB Chettri, 
OSD under Agriculture De-
partment, PK Subba and 
SKM party workers.

The purpose of the 
visit was to get acquaint-
ed with the current sta-
tus and requirements of 
the PHSCs.

He interacted with 
the staff of PHSCs and 
asked about the major 
demands of PHSCs as 
well as to ensure wheth-
er all the PHSCs are fol-
lowing the IPHC norms 
or not.

Also, he distributed 
some health kits like ox-
imeters, masks, PPE kits 
etc. to the above men-
tioned PHSCs and as-
sured to meet all the de-

mands they have made.
He then inspected the 

landslide area of Chan-

gay Road and some dam-
aged houses of Assam 
Lingzey GPU.

South District Forest Department observes ‘A Day For Mother Earth’
BIKASH CHETTRI
Namchi, 07 Jul:

Forest Department of 
South District in col-

laboration with all the 
departments of District 
Administrative Cen-
tre organized a district 
level ‘A Day For Mother 
Earth’ in Namchi with the 
theme ‘Celebrating Na-
ture: Let Us Conserve and 
Protect our Rich Natural 
Environment at our in-
dividual Capacity in our 
surrounding areas’. 

The chief guest of the 
event was Zilla Adakshya 
South, Tshering Dem 
Bhutia and the guest of 
honor, NMC Vice Council-
lor, Sabita Tamang.

The plantation of 
ornamental flowers of 

rhododendron and aza-
lea was done in Ngadak 
Monastery in the first 
part of the event while 
appreciation letters were 
distributed to 23 For-
est Territorial Rangers 
in Namchi Officers’ Club 
in the second half of the 
event. 

Speaking to the me-

dia, DFO, Environment 
and Soil Conservation 
Division, South District, 
Palzor Ongda Bhutia, said 
that the program was 
started on the same date 
in the year 2019 while 
adding that the main 
objective of the program 
was to conduct activities 
for preventing climate 

change and contributing 
to environmental move-
ments. He said that de-
creasing the usage of ve-
hicles and walking when-
ever possible would be a 
great start along with the 
plantation drive.

The chief guest of the 
program, Tshering Dem 
Bhutia said, “Sikkim is 

safe from pollution and 
severe levels of COVID-19 
because of the good forest 
coverage we have.”  She 
suggested that the Forest 
Department of South Dis-
trict should look after the 
growth of the newly plant-
ed trees as the public will 
not be able to do the job 
regularly.

Have  a story to share? 
email us: news@summittimes.com

Mail us at  
advertise@

summittimes.
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or call us at 
:03592-208698 
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Celebrate the Dalai Lama
…because he inspires openness 

The Dalai Lama turned 86 on Tuesday. The pandemic has 
put paid to plans for grand celebrations as every moment 

that His Holiness, as the people prefer to refer to him, remains 
among his people. What did happen though were geopolitical 
shifts which saw the Prime Minister of India publicly greet 
him on his birthday, a gesture whose significance cannot 
be ignored given how India has traditionally bent over 
backwards to appease China by ignoring Tibet, Tibetans 
and their Kundun. After a long while, on the birthday of 
the Dalai Lama, the Tibetans and those who support the 
Tibetan cause, have one more reason than the continuing 
good health of the Dalai Lama to celebrate. The 14th Dalai 
Lama has now been around to comfort and guide Tibetans 
at home and in exile for longer than any other Dalai Lama. 
The only other Dalai Lama to live past 80 was the First who 
lived till he was 83, but then he was recognised as a Dalai 
Lama in retrospect and the people thus could not seek so-
lace from him during his lifetime.

While the reasons for the Tibetans to celebrate of the 
Dalai Lama’s birthday are obvious, even the nonbelievers 
should join the celebrations because the Dalai Lama’s con-
tributions to the secular world are as profound as his hier-
archical position in Tibetan affairs is supreme, the transfer 
of all his administrative and political powers to an elected 
body notwithstanding. He is of advanced age, and yet he 
exudes a rare compassion and frank forthrightness. Now that 
he is no longer the political leader of his people and only their re-
ligious head, no one would fault him if he narrowed his priorities 
down to the welfare of his faith and his people. But he continues 
to use his influence and following to speak for those whom most 
others have forsaken and people whose plight remains largely 
unaddressed. Belonging to a people who have been refugees for 
more than six decades now, it can only be warm empathy that 
equips him with the faculties to call on fellow Buddhist nations 
Sri Lanka and Myanmarto stop violence against Hindu Tamils 
and Muslim Rohingyas respectively. This appeal, the Dalai Lama 
had made while addressing people at Leh in Ladakh on his birth-
day some years back but is definitely a sentiment he still holds 
close even if fellow Buddhists opt to ignore him. He could con-
tinue to speak only about the situation in Tibet and the issues 
of faith and Tibetan refugees and no one would have found any-
thing amiss. But he has continually exuded compassion for ev-
eryone, an option too many seem to be comfortable ignoring. It 
for such gestures and much more that the world needs to join 
the Tibetans and Tibetan Buddhists in celebrating the Dalai 
Lama’s birthday.

The Dalai Lama is the spiritual king of a displaced peo-
ple, who, when it comes to their longings for home, have only 
received denials and token support. In times when many 
religious leaders prey on faith and paranoia for varied 
reasons ranging from expanding their flock to foisting 
purity [and hence hate], the Dalai Lama has been open 
and accommodating. This quality, already refreshing in 
any leader, becomes even more significant when the Da-
lai Lama lives and promotes it because he has the rare 
knack of inspiring people. In the years that he has led 
the Tibetan people in exile, he has been firm without be-
ing shrill and kept the hopes of his people alive with his 
logical and clear thinking. Few leaders can claim to bring 
such succour to their people. Although he dismisses any 
reference to himself as a ‘God King’, the Dalai Lama’s 
contribution to how the world conducts itself cannot be 
ignored. The Tibetan issue could have snowballed into a 
cold-war incinerator and imploded like Afghanistan had 
it not been for the Dalai Lama’s commitment to peace 
and rational approach to a historical wrong. 

The Dalai Lama was barely 24 when he was thrown 
into the outside world, of which, not only he, but most 
Tibetans who joined him in exile, knew little. While this 
culture shock would have been too much for lesser minds 
to handle, the Dalai Lama conducted himself well. Not 
only did he learn and adapt well, he also kept his people 
together, focussed and optimistic; not an easy task be-
cause the world has not performed too well in healing 
refugees beyond providing them asylum. His leadership 
also sustained Tibetan identity and way of life even in 
exile even as it was being edged out inside Tibet and 
communities around the world are losing their ways with-
out even realising it. For a man who has seen his people suffer 
in the hands of Communists, he displays no prejudice and has 
consistently endorsed that of all the modern economic theo-
ries, the economic system of Marxism is founded on moral 
principles.

The Dalai is now universally respected as a unifier, 
saviour and a man of peace. Few can deny him this rec-
ognition and China still fears the influence he commands 
not only over Tibetans in exile, but also those at home. 
Where other leaders would have disintegrated, the Da-
lai Lama has adapted, improvised and grown and even 
though the people who have gained most from this atti-
tude have been the Tibetans, the world at large too has 
learnt much from him. 

The world does not have enough people like the Da-
lai Lama around, which is why it is so important that he 
stays around for as long as is possible. He will proba-
bly not live to see a Free Tibet, he might not see peace 
prevail in the world in his lifetime, but every day that 
the Dalai Lama lives among us, he keeps hope alive. In a 
world grappling with the rise of extreme rightwing pos-
turing, the Dalai Lama also takes the lead in making or-
ganized religions adopt less regressive stands. Even as 
most religious leaders promote more and more parochial 
interpretations of their scriptures, the Dalai Lama keeps an 
open mind. In times when leaders, even the initially popular 
ones, have to be forced out of office, he has volunteered more 
power into the people’s hands. The Dalai Lama opens many 
windows to and for the world and inspires respect with his 
openness...

Suckers for learning: why 
octopuses are so intelligent

Lisa Poncet
theconversation.com

Our last common ancestor with 
the octopus existed more than 

500 million years ago. So why is it 
that they seem to show such pe-
culiar similarities with humans, 
while at the same time appearing 
so alien? Perhaps because despite 
their tentacles covered with suck-
ers and their lack of bones, their 
eyes, brains and even their curiosity 
remind us our own thirst for knowl-
edge.

In ethology, the study of be-
haviour, we explore this intelli-
gence, which we classify as individ-
ual “cognitive abilities”. These are 
the mechanisms through which in-
formation from the environment is 
perceived, processed, transformed, 
remembered and used to take deci-
sions and act.

From a behavioural point of 
view, the flexibility with which an 
animal can adapt itself and adjust 
its behaviour to novel situations is a 
good indicator of its cognitive abili-
ties. Numerous studies indicate the 
octopuses possess great flexibility 
in their behaviours, whether they 
express them in their natural envi-
ronment or inside a tank in a labo-
ratory.

ARMED AND DANGEROUS
So what makes octopuses so 

smart?
Let’s focus first on their defence 

mechanisms. Faced with multiple 
predators – including fish, birds and 
whales – octopuses are masters of 
camouflage. They can imitate their 
environment by modifying the co-
lour and even the texture of their 
skin.

Without a shell, octopuses are 
vulnerable, and always try to re-
main hidden in a shelter such as a 

cavity or the space beneath a rock. 
Some species maintain their shelter 
by removing sand and adding peb-
bles and shells. Some prefer to wrap 
themselves in shells and pebbles, 
while others transport their shelter 
in their arms. This is the case for the 
coconut octopus, which, true to its 
name, has been observed carrying 
coconut shells around to hide with-
in in case of danger.

Octopuses are also formidable 
predators themselves, and their at-
tack mechanisms are suited to the 
wide variety of prey they consume, 
including seashells, crustaceans, 
fish and even other cephalopods. 
They can use their vision and cam-
ouflage skills to hunt, and their 
arms to explore, touch and taste 
their environment to seize every bit 
of food within reach.

The octopus is a thoughtful 
hunter. It can cooperate with other 
species such as groupers to hunt 
hidden prey. It can learn to avoid 
crabs bearing poisonous anemones 
or find a way to cautiously attack 
them while avoiding being stung.

Octopuses use different tech-
niques to consume seashells and 
molluscs, either pulling apart the 
shell by force and placing a small 
stone inside to keep it open, or drill-
ing into the shell to inject a paralys-
ing toxin which will make the prey 
open up. This toxin is injected into a 
very precise muscle under the shell, 
and octopuses learn and remember 
the drilling site of each seashell they 
consume.

BONELESS, NOT BRAINLESS
We can test the cognitive abili-

ties of octopuses in the lab. In our 
EthoS laboratory, we are currently 
working on the memory and future 
planning abilities of the common 
octopus. They are complex animals 

to study, because of their astonish-
ing abilities.

Their incredible strength allows 
them to easily destroy our lab tools: 
be careful with underwater camer-
as, they can open the waterproof 
box to drown them! And because oc-
topuses are boneless, they can easi-
ly escape their tanks through the 
smallest of openings. They are also 
extremely curious and will spend 
their time catching hands, nets or 
any other object introduced to their 
tank. From there, it is up to them to 
decide when to release their catch.

The opening of jars, while im-
pressive and often used to illus-
trate octopus intelligence, is not 
their most remarkable ability. This 
is mostly a matter of dexterity and 
gripping, and octopuses are quite 
slow when executing this task: even 
when over-trained, an octopus al-
ways takes more than a minute to 
open a jar. A better example of their 
impressive intelligence is their abil-
ity to manipulate an L-shaped ob-
ject so it can pass through a small 
square opening in a wall.

Octopuses also excel in discrim-
inative learning: confronted with 
two objects, they learn to attack one 
of them in exchange for a reward, 
basing their choice on characteris-
tics such as colour, shape, texture 
or taste, and they can retain this 
information for several months. 
They can also generalise, a complex 
thought process in which they need 
to spontaneously apply a previous-
ly learned rule to new objects. For 
example, octopuses who have pre-
viously learnt to attack a real ball 
can go on to attack a virtual ball on 
a screen.

Octopuses can also use condi-
tional discrimination, that is, they 
can modify their choice depending 

on the context. For example, they 
can learn to attack an object only in 
the presence of bubbles. They can 
also use spatial learning, and find an 
hidden shelter by remembering its 
position, or use visual cues to know 
how to orient their arm inside an 
opaque T-shaped apparatus.

Last but not least, octopuses can 
learn by watching other octopuses 
carry out tasks, such as choosing 
one specific object over another. 
This is surprising, because they are 
mainly solitary creatures.

GRADE: SEA MINUS
Octopuses meet every criteria 

for the definition of intelligence: 
they show a great flexibility in ob-
taining information (using several 
senses and learning socially), in 
processing it (through discrimina-
tive and conditional learning), in 
storing it (through long-term mem-
ory) and in applying it toward both 
predators and prey.

Despite their obvious abili-
ties, octopuses are oddly erratic in 
their responses, especially in visu-
al discrimination tasks, in which 
they carry out the correct response 
around 80% of the time, while other 
animals succeed almost perfectly.

And do not be mistaken: octo-
puses may be clever, but in the class-
room of cephalopods they would be 
the bright but unruly pupil, and the 
cuttlefish would be top of the class.

The humble cuttlefish is less fa-
miliar, but is the subject of numer-
ous research projects worldwide. 
Less disruptive than octopuses, 
they possess exceptional learning 
abilities, can pick up complex rules 
in no time and apply them perfectly.

[the writer is Doctorante en 
neuroéthologie, Université de Caen 
Normandie]

Global Evidence Links Rise in Extreme 
Precipitation to Human-Driven Climate Change

Gavin D. Madakumbura
theconversation.com

Human activities, such as burning fossil fu-
els for transportation and electricity, have 

worsened the intensity of extreme rainfall and 
snowfall over land in recent decades, not just in 
a few areas but on a global scale, new research 
shows.

Past studies were able to attribute individ-
ual extreme events and long-term changes in 
some regions to climate change, but global as-
sessments have been more difficult. We used 
a new technique to analyze precipitation re-
cords from around the world and found con-
clusive evidence of human influence on ex-
treme precipitation in every one.

Scientists have been warning that rising 
global temperatures will lead to more extreme 
precipitation in the future, mainly because 
warm air “holds” more water vapor in the at-
mosphere, fueling storms.

With Earth already about 1 degree Celsius 
(1.8 F) warmer since the start of the industrial 
era, we wanted to find out if that change had 
already started.

Past attempts to detect the human influ-
ence in historical precipitation records typ-
ically required long time series with many 
consecutive years of data. But precipitation 
is difficult to monitor over long periods from 
land or space, so those records are rare. We 
found another way.

We used artificial neural networks, a type 
of machine learning, to find patterns of ex-

treme precipitation in weather records. Once 
those neural networks understood what to look 
for, we could analyze shorter and more dispa-
rate observational records.

The result is multiple lines of evidence that 
human activity has intensified extreme pre-
cipitation during recent decades. Even when 
the data sets were widely different, we were 
able to see the human influence.

The findings were published July 6, 2021, 
in the journal Nature Communications.

WHY IT MATTERS
Understanding how humans influence 

extreme precipitation is important for inter-
preting climate events today and for prepar-
ing cities and protective infrastructure for 
the changing world ahead.

In recent years, devastating flooding has 
made headlines after extraordinary rainfall 
that historically would have been extreme-
ly rare. The 2017 hurricane season in Tex-
as, Florida and Puerto Rico and the extreme 
monsoon rains over India and Bangladesh 
in 2017 are two examples. Our results indi-
cate that, as a general rule, precipitation has 
become more extreme around the world in 
recent decades.

Perhaps more importantly, our results 
indicate that further warming of the planet 
through the 21st century is likely to contin-
ue to intensify the most extreme precipita-
tion events. Climate models project such an 
intensification will happen this century, and 
they suggest that a similar but less-rapid in-

tensification occurred in the 20th Century, 
based on how much the planet has already 
warmed. Our results validate that finding.

With greenhouse gas levels in the atmo-
sphere still increasing, the planet is projected 
to continue warming through the 21st centu-
ry. How much it warms will depend on choices 
made today about fossil fuel use and other major 
contributors to climate change. That 1 degree of 
warming could be 4 degrees by the end of the 
century if emissions continue at a high rate.

WHAT’S NEXT
While we clearly identified the influence of 

humans on extreme precipitation in the past, 
we haven’t yet isolated how much each type of 
human activity has contributed. Greenhouse gas 
emissions, aerosols and changes in land use can 
all have an influence. We plan to modify our 
machine learning method in the future to 
home in on those sources.

The machine learning method we used 
is also currently learning from data alone. 
We can take this up a notch by bringing cli-
mate physics into the algorithm. By doing 
that, the machine would learn the physi-
cal processes that lead to intensifying ex-
treme precipitation. Other climate vari-
ables could be included, such as winds, 
clouds and radiation, helping to answer not 
just whether extreme precipitation is intensify-
ing, but why.

[the writer is Ph.D. candidate in At-
mospheric and Oceanic Sciences, Uni-

versity of California, Los Angeles]
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In Nepal, illegal mobile phones to 
become unusable from July 16

KrishanaPrasain
Kathmandu, 07 Jul [Kath-
manduPost]: Come July 16, 
all mobile sets bought with-
out a bill or imported into the 
country without paying cus-
toms duty will become unus-
able when the Mobile Device 
Management System kicks in.

The Nepal Telecommunica-
tions Authority will implement 
the scheme from the beginning 
of the new fiscal year which 
will secure and keep track of 
all cell phones in the country 
in a bid to prevent misuse and 
grey market imports, officials 
said.

“As we have observed that 
the Integrated Data Centre of 
the government can make real 
time observation of mobile de-
vices’ genuineness, we decided 
to make a soft launch,” said Pu-
rushottamKhanal, chairman of 
the telecom regulator.

According to him, travellers 
entering Nepal will be permit-
ted to bring only one mobile 
set along with the purchase bill 
once the system is enforced.

“If they bring more than 
one set, customs duty will be 
charged on the extra sets,” he 
said. “The phones will need to 
be registered too.” Illegal mo-
bile devices will be blocked 
from use in Nepal.

Currently, migrant workers 
and foreign travellers are al-
lowed to bring more than one 
mobile set with them.

From Friday, travellers 
bringing cell phones will have 
to register them with Nepal 
Telecom by filling out a form to 
make them operational.

According to the Mobile 
Device Management System 
Bylaws 2018, individuals im-
porting a device for personal 
use in accordance with cus-
toms regulation will be re-
quired to register online its In-

ternational Mobile Equipment 
Identity (IMEI), Equipment 
Serial Number (ESN) and the 
Mobile Equipment Identifier 
(MEID) with the Mobile Device 
Management System during 
the application process.

According to the bylaws, 
mobile users will be notified to 
register with a notification of 
denial of service by the opera-
tors after 15 days from the first 
detection of the unregistered 
set after it is used with SIM or 
RUIM cards.

The guideline says that a 
one-time registration fee for 
each mobile device imported 
into Nepal, either by autho-
rised importers or by an indi-
vidual for personal use, may be 
applicable as prescribed by the 
authority.

The Mobile Device Man-
agement System will consist 
of white, grey and black lists 
of IMEI codes and provide in-
terfaces to importers, customs 
and law enforcement agencies, 
mobile operators, the general 
public and the Nepal Telecom-
munications Authority.

It is also expected to con-

trol criminal activities, accord-
ing to the regulator. The system 
will enable the registration of 
mobile devices, verification of 
IMEI, ESN, MEID and identifi-
cation of non-compliant mo-
bile devices.

The budget statement for 
the fiscal year 2021-22 also de-
clared that the Mobile Device 
Management System would 
come into operation from July 
16.

Finance Minister Bishnu 
Prasad Poudel, while present-
ing the budget, said that the 
new provision would control 
the use of illegal mobile sets 
and also control criminal activ-
ities through the use of mobile 
phones.

The telecom regulator said 
the system was being built at a 
cost of Rs650 million.

The system will be synced 
to a database called the Equip-
ment Identity Register that 
contains records of legal and 
illegal mobile devices in the 
country. The device manage-
ment system is also expected 
to identify cloned, low-cost 
copy versions of branded 

phones with fake registration 
numbers.

“It might take one and a 
half months to get the system 
working in a full fledged man-
ner, ‘’ Khanal said, adding that 
the installation of the system 
would be 95 percent complete 
by then.

The telecom regulatory au-
thority moved to develop the 
system four years ago after the 
Mobile Device Management 
System Bylaws 2018 was is-
sued.

Khanal said that due to 
Covid-19 and the lockdown, 
introducing the system was 
delayed as solution providers 
had to arrive from third coun-
tries, and it took a long time to 
have goods released from the 
ports due to the pandemic.

The mobile connectivity of 
telecom operators like Nepal 
Telecom, Ncell and Smart Tele-
com will need to be connected 
to the system that will be oper-
ated from a new building built 
in Chabahil.

The authority prepared the 
bylaws for the implementation 
of the Equipment Identity Reg-

ister system to ensure national 
and consumer security, to iden-
tify genuine mobile handsets 
and make fake and non-genu-
ine handsets inoperable in Ne-
pal to enable tracking or block-
ing of mobile handsets that are 
lost or stolen, to encourage the 
import and sales of genuine 
mobile handsets, and to erad-
icate the grey market.

Once the system is imple-
mented, if a mobile device is 
lost or stolen, the owner can 
apply online to track or block 
its use with any SIM or RUIM 
card as applicable.

The customs will release 
only those mobile devices 
which are already approved by 
the authority and ensure that 
the IMEI, ESN and MEID num-
bers of imported mobile devic-
es are registered and verified 
by the system.

According to the Depart-
ment of Customs, the coun-
try imported mobile phones 
worth Rs34.14 billion in the 
first 11 months of the current 
fiscal year as against the im-
port of Rs15.74 billion in the 
same period of the last fiscal 
year.

Mobile phone dealers have 
long been complaining about 
falling sales because of a ram-
pant grey market. The Mo-
bile Device Management 
System will bring smart-
phones under the registra-
tion net, making it easier for 
authorities to monitor them, 
according to Nepal Telecom-
munications Authority.

Grey market mobile 
phones enter the country, es-
pecially from India, in hand 
baggage, and no customs duty 
is paid on them. Many re-
turning travellers also bring 
phones for their friends and 
relatives, according to domes-
tic mobile dealers.

“ModiBabu, Petrol Bekabu”: 
Bengal Minister cycles 38KMs 

to protest fuel price hike
New Delhi, 07 Jul 
[NDTV]: West Bengal 
Labour Minister rode a 
cycle for 38 km today to 
protest against the rising 
fuel prices in the country.
Becharam Manna, a Tri-
namool Congress leader, 
cycled from his home 
in Hooghly’s Singur to 
reach the state assembly 
in Kolkata on a day when 
petrol prices touched the 
₹ 100-mark in the state 
capital.

Accompanied by par-
ty workers also on cycles, 
the Singur MLA’s cycle 
was armed a Trinamool 
flag with placards that 
read, “ModiBabu, Petrol 
Bekabu” in Bengali which 
translates to ‘Mr Modi, 
petrol is out of control’.

Mr Manna shared 
photographs of the ‘cycle 
march’ on Twitter. Petrol 
in Kolkata is now priced 
at ₹ 100.23 per litre.

The minister, who 
had risen to promi-
nence during the Tata 
Nano factory protest in 
2008, left home at 8 am 
and reached the assem-
bly building in Kolkata 
around 12.30 pm to at-
tend the ongoing session, 
news agency PTI report-
ed.

“Steep rise in fuel 
prices is the latest fail-
ure of the NarendraMo-

di government. Petrol 
price crossed the centu-
ry-mark in Kolkata and 
we are protesting against 
this,” he told reporters.

The Centre’s BJP-led 
government is squeez-
ing the common man in 
every way, the minister 
claimed and added that 
the Bengal government 
is trying to help the com-
mon man with its welfare 
projects.

Petrol and diesel pric-
es touched new highs 
across the four metro cit-
ies on Wednesday. In Del-
hi, petrol is now priced at 
₹ 100.21. In Mumbai, the 
revised petrol and diesel 
prices stand at ₹ 106.25 
per litre and ₹ 97.09 per 
litre.

The fuel prices have 
been hiked four times 
in July, according to 
the Indian Oil Corpora-
tion. The prices were 
increased 16 times in 
June. Fuel rates vary 
across the states in In-
dia due to value-added 
tax.

Bengal Chief Minis-
ter Mamata Banerjee on 
Monday wrote to Prime 
Minister NarendraModi 
over the rising fuel pric-
es in the country. She said 
the “cruel hikes” in prices 
have “brought great dis-
tress” to the people.

TMC likely to conduct 
organisational 

reshuffle next week
Kolkata, July 6 (PTI): 
The ruling TMC in West 
Bengal is likely to car-
ry out a major organi-
sational reshuffle next 
week, probably before 
its annual Martyrs Day 
rally on July 21, with 
the poll performance of 
various leaders and the 
theory of “one person, 
one post” to be the de-
ciding factor in the ex-
ercise, sources said.

The rejig is likely to 
take place at district 
levels with several dis-
trict presidents, who 
are presently holding 
portfolios in the state 
cabinet, likely to face 
the axe.

“At the district level, 
state level, and fron-
tal organisation, there 
are several vacancies 
as many had switched 
over to the BJP. And 
then, several leaders 

are holding dual port-
folios, such as those of 
the district president 
and state minister. As 
per the one person, 
one post theory, many 
district presidents are 
expected to be changed 
this time,” a senior TMC 
leader said.

The TMC medical 
cell is also likely to wit-
ness major changes.

The TMC leadership 
recently elevated MP 
and Chief Minister Ma-
mata Banerjee’s neph-
ew Abhishek Banerjee 
as the partys national 
general secretary and 
KunalGhosh as the state 
general secretary.

The Trinamool Con-
gress stormed back to 
power for the third con-
secutive time this May by 
winning 213 of the 292 
seats that had gone to the 
polls.

Nagaland Congress protest against fuel price hike
Kohima, Jul 7 (PTI): 
The Nagaland Pradesh 
Congress Committee 
(NPCC) on Wednes-
day joined the nation-
wide Congress protest 
against skyrocketing 
fuel prices and increas-
ing inflation.
NPCC working presi-
dent KhriediTheunuo 
said that common peo-
ple are suffering due 
to the unprecedented 
hike in prices of essen-
tial commodities, in-
cluding petrol and die-
sel amid the impact of 
the Coronavirus pan-
demic.

He said that the 10-
day protest programme 
is being conducted out 
of concern for the gener-
al public considering the 

economic suffering of the 
people.

He said that the 
government of the day 
should be considerate 
towards the welfare of 
the people but has been 
ignoring the plight of the 
common people.

The hike in petro-
leum products is the root 
cause behind the unprec-
edented increase in pric-
es of essential commodi-
ties, he claimed.

The state government 
also is responsible for 
the price rise as the state 
taxes on petroleum prod-
ucts is also very high, he 
said.

In Nagaland the price 
of diesel and petrol is ris-
ing daily and has reached 
Rs 100 per litre in every 

district, he said.
The NPCC working 

president expressed 
hope that the campaign 
will spread awareness 
among the public to join 

the movement for the 
overall welfare of the 
common people.

Kohima District Con-
gress Committee presi-
dent KeviVizo said Con-

gress volunteers would 
put up posters and ban-
ners in all the petrol 
pumps and strategic lo-
cations in the state cap-
ital.

5.2 magnitude 
earthquake hits Assam
Guwahati, Jul 7 
(PTI): An earthquake of 
5.2 magnitude hit Assam 
on Wednesday morning 
with tremors being felt 
in neighbouring Megha-
laya and northern parts 
of West Bengal, besides 
Bangladesh.
A National Center for 
Seismology report said 
the quake was record-
ed at 8.45 am, having an 
epicentre at Goalpara in 
Lower Assam at a depth 
of 14 km.

Regional Meteorolog-
ical Centre (RMC) Depu-
ty Director Sanjay O’neil 
Shaw said the place of 
occurrence was 71 km 
north of Tura in Megha-
laya and the tremors 
were felt there too.

People in the districts 

of Lower Assam, includ-
ing Guwahati, and Me-
ghalaya ran out of their 
homes in panic.

The tremors were 
also felt in northern dis-
tricts of West Bengal, in-
cluding Alipurduar and 
Jalpaiguri.

Parts of Bangladesh, 
including Dhaka, Gai-
bandha, Bogura and Ra-
jshahi, also felt the jolt, 
local media reported.

There was no immedi-
ate report of any injury to 
anyone or damage to any 
property, officials said.

Northeastern India 
falls in the high seismic 
zone, making earthquakes 
frequently hit the region.

A 6.4 magnitude 
quake had shaken the re-
gion on April 28.

5 new COVID-19 cases push 
Andamans tally at 7,487

Port Blair, Jul 7 
(PTI): The union territo-
ry of Andaman and Nico-
bar Islands reported five 
new COVID-19 cases in 
the last 24 hours, push-
ing the tally to 7,487, a 
health department offi-
cial said on Wednesday.

The death toll re-
mained at 128 as no 
fresh fatality due to the 
contagion was reported 
in the last 24 hours, the 
official said.

The archipelago 
now has only 16 ac-
tive COVID-19 cases, 
of which 15 are in the 
South Andaman dis-

trict and one in North 
and Middle Andaman 
district, he said, adding 
that the Nicobar district 
is now COVID-19 free as 
it has no active cases.

Four more per-
sons recuperated from 
COVID-19 in the last 24 
hours, taking the total 
number of recoveries to 
7,343.

The local adminis-
tration has been strict 
to contain the spread 
of the disease and has 
adopted an approach 
of tracking, testing and 
treating, he said, add-
ing that people arriving 

here from the main-
land are mandatorily 
required to undergo 
COVID test.

The Andaman and 
Nicobar administra-
tion has so far tested 
4,15,066 samples for 
COVID-19 and the posi-
tivity rate stands at 1.80 
per cent, the official 
said.

A total of 1,99,338 
people have been inocu-
lated, of which 1,60,014 
have received the first 
dose and 39,324 have 
received both doses of 
the COVID-19 vaccine, 
he added.
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Italy beats Spain on penalties, 
reaches Euro 2020 final

LONDON (AP): Facing 
a wall of nervous blue-
and-white clad Italy fans 
behind the goal, Jorginho 
took his trademark hop 
and skip before calmly 
stroking in the winning 
penalty.
So much for the pressure 
of a shootout in the Eu-
ropean Championship 
semifinals.
A dash of Italian panache 
completed a 4-2 pen-
alty-shootout win over 
Spain at Wembley Stadi-
um on Tuesday, setting 
up a title match against 
either England or Den-
mark back at the same 
stadium on Sunday.

The match finished 
1-1 after extra time 
and provided Italy with 
its toughest test of the 
tournament, with Spain 
controlling possession 
for long periods. Fed-
erico Chiesa scored for 
Italy with a curling shot 
in the 60th minute but 
substitute Alvaro Morata 
equalized for Spain in the 
80th.

Morata, dropped 
from the starting line-
up for the first time in 
a tournament during 
which he has received 
verbal abuse and even 
death threats from his 
own fans, will go down 
as Spain’s scapegoat 
once again after having a 
penalty saved by Gianlu-
igiDonnarumma in the 
next-to-last kick of the 
shootout.

As he walked back to 
the center circle with his 
head bowed, Jorginho 

made the opposite jour-
ney and didn’t make the 
same mistake.

The Chelsea mid-
fielder has his own style 
when it comes to taking 
penalties and he didn’t 
abandon it when it mat-
tered most, sparking a 
throng of celebrations as 
Italy’s players sprinted 
from the halfway line.

Jorginho was 
mobbed. Italy coach 
Roberto Mancini was 
hugged by the rest of 
coaching staff. The play-
ers lined up on the edge 
of the area and ran to-
gether, holding hands, 
toward the fans.

Leonardo Bonucci 
went further, leaping 
over the advertising 
hoardings to get even 
closer to the crazed 
supporters whose loud 
cheering had lifted the 
team in their most diffi-
cult moments.

“We’re delighted we 
could provide this won-
derful entertainment 
to the Italian people,” 
Mancini said. “One game 
to go.”

Riding a national re-
cord unbeaten run of 33 
games, Italy will play in 
its fourth European final 
and look to win the title 
for a second time, after 
1968.

It’s quite the redemp-
tion story for a country 
which failed to qualify for 
the 2018 World Cup.

“This group is amaz-
ing,” Mancini said. “Ev-
eryone wants to win, 
but this group of players 

wanted to do something 
special.”

They have had the 
aura of champions since 
Day 1 of the tournament 
and they’ll be sticking 
around until the last day, 
too. But it’s at the home 
of English soccer where 
the team has had its 
toughest matches.

Against Austria in the 
round of 16, the Italians 
were taken to extra time 
at Wembley and they had 
to go the distance, too, 
against Spain.

Spain’s striker-free 
formation initially flum-
moxed the Azzurri, who 
have become a more 
progressive team under 
Mancini but were given a 
clinic at times in ball pos-
session and movement in 
midfield.

Experienced center 
backs Giorgio Chielli-
ni and Bonucci looked 

uncertain at times, not 
knowing whether to drop 
back or follow deep-ly-
ing forward DaniOlmo 
— who started ahead of 
Morata — into the center 
of midfield.

Spain’s pressing also 
drew some rash clear-
ances from the back 
from Italy. That created 
the team’s best chance 
in the first half with 
Ferran Torres’ shot re-
quiring a low save from 
Donnarumma.

The Italians had even 
more problems when 
Morata came on as a 
substitute but, by then, 
Chiesa had put them 
ahead after latching 
onto a loose ball, cut-
ting inside and curling a 
shot into the far corner. 
It was his second goal at 
Wembley in this tourna-
ment, having scored just 
as impressively against 

Austria.
Morata’s movement 

stretched Italy’s de-
fense to set up chances 
for MikelOyarzabal and 
Olmo. Then he scored 
for the third time at Euro 
2020.

For a player often ac-
cused of wasting chances 
when he has too much 
time in front of goal, Mo-
rata showed calmness to 
sidefoot in a left-footed 
shot after exchanging 
passes with Olmo at the 
edge of the area.

Morata grabbed a 
camera behind the goal 
and thrust his face into 
it. But he had nowhere to 
hide after becoming the 
second Spain player to 
miss in the shootout — 
after Olmo — following 
30 minutes of extra time.

“He really has a lot of 
personality,” Spain coach 
Luis Enrique said of Mo-

rata. “He wanted to take 
a penalty even though 
he’s been through some 
tough times in this com-
petition.”

Italy started the 
shootout with Manuel 
Locatelli’s shot saved by 
Unai Simon, but Andrea 
Belotti, Bonucci and Fed-
erico Bernardeschi all 
scored before Jorginho.

Spain, a three-time 
European champion, 
beat Switzerland in a 
penalty shootout just to 
get to Wembley. Having 
also been taken to extra 
time by Croatia in the last 
16, the Spanish certainly 
took the long route to the 
semifinals but their jour-
ney ended there.

“Everyone made Italy 
big favorites,” Spain mid-
fielder Sergio Busquets 
said, “but we demon-
strated we were superior 
to them.”

Paul carries Suns past Giannis, 
Bucks in NBA Finals opener

PHOENIX (AP): Chris 
Paul waited 16 years to 
get to the NBA Finals, 
bringing with him a 
team starving for its first 
championship.
The setting was entirely 
new.
The performance was 
same ol’ Chris Paul.

“Just knew he’s 
ready,” Phoenix forward 
Mikal Bridges said. “He’s 
prepared his whole life 
for this moment and it 
shows out there on the 
court.”

Paul had 32 points 
and nine assists in an 
NBA Finals debut that 
was well worth the wait, 
Devin Booker scored 27 
points and the Suns beat 
the returning GiannisAn-
tetokounmpo and his 
Milwaukee Bucks 118-
105 on Tuesday night in 
Game 1.

Paul scored 16 points 
during a sensational 
third quarter that had 
Phoenix fans who waited 
28 years to see the NBA 
Finals again screaming in 
delight.

“Every time he shoots 
it we think it’s going in,” 
Booker said.

It almost did in the 
third quarter, when Paul 
was 6 for 7 and made all 
three 3-pointers.

Finally playing for 
the title in his 16th sea-
son, the star point guard 
has the Suns in the NBA 
Finals for only the third 
time, and it sure looked 
as if they could make this 
ending different than the 
other two.

“We’ve been building 
all season long for these 
moments,” Paul said. 

“We’re going to keep 
playing. This is just one 
game. We’ve got to stay 
locked in.”

Deandre Ayton add-
ed 22 points and 19 re-
bounds to continue his 
breakout stretch of play 
in his first postseason.

Antetokounmpo had 
20 points and 17 re-
bounds after missing 
two games with a hy-
perextended left knee. 
Khris Middleton scored 
29 points, but the Bucks 
will have to play from 
behind again after drop-
ping Game 1 for the third 
straight series.

“We know it’s not go-
ing to be easy. We know 
it’s going to be tough,” 
Middleton said. “There’s 
times where we’re going 
to be down in this series. 
But this series isn’t over. 
We’re down. We’ve still 
got to keep competing 
and just playing.”

The series opener 
was the first NBA Finals 
game in Phoenix since 
Michael Jordan’s Chica-
go Bulls won their third 
straight championship 
here in Game 6 in 1993. 
The Suns, who came into 
the NBA with the Bucks in 
1968, made their only other 
finals appearance in 1976.

They hadn’t even 
made the playoffs since 
2010 and just two years 
ago were last in the West-
ern Conference with a 
19-63 record.

But Booker was al-
ready headed for star-
dom by then, and 2018 
No. 1 pick Ayton has 
played at that level in 
the postseason. Paul has 
been steady as always 

since his arrival in an off-
season trade.

Now 36 and a 10-time 
All-NBA selection, he is 
on the list of best players 
to never win a champi-
onship. It appeared he 
might never even get to 
play for one until Okla-
homa City dealt him to a 
team of Suns on the rise, 
and he might be the final 
piece that takes them all 
the way to the top.

Despite so many de-
buts on the finals stage 
— the Suns’ Jae Crowder 
was the only player who 
had appeared in them, 
and that was for Miami at 
a neutral site last year — 
there didn’t appear to be 
many first-time jitters.

But Paul shifted the 
Suns into another gear 
in the third. His opening 
jumper provided the first 
double-digit lead of the 
game, and he followed 
with a four-point play for 
the Suns’ next basket.

He scored eight 
straight Phoenix points 
later in the period, hit-
ting a 3-pointer, dancing 
around Bobby Portis for 
a layup and then hitting 
another 3. He then fired 
a pass to Ayton, who was 
fouled and made both 
free throws to make it 
88-68 with 2:20 left.

“Their pick-and-roll 
game is tough to guard,” 
Bucks coach Mike Buden-
holzer said. “I think 
we’ve just got to keep 
getting better. We’ll look 
at the film. We’ll see how 
we can maybe take away 
some of the rhythm.”

The Bucks cut it 
down to seven near the 
midpoint of the fourth 

before Paul helped the 
Suns restore a safe mar-
gin. He found Booker for 
a 3-pointer, stole the ball 
from Middleton and then 
hit a jumper to make it 
106-94.

Milwaukee also is 
making its third finals 
appearance, having won 
the title in 1971 but not 
getting another chance 
since losing in 1974. The 
Bucks got a boost for this 
appearance when Ante-
tokounmpo worked his 
way back quickly from 
an injury that looked se-
rious when it happened.

The two-time MVP 
missed the final two 
games of the Eastern 
Conference finals. He was 
listed as doubtful for the 
opener, but he was up-
graded to questionable 
Tuesday and then insert-
ed into the starting line-
up after he worked out 
on the court before the 
game.

“I’m just happy that 
I’m out there and I’m 
able to help my team in 
any way possible and 
participate in my first 
NBA Finals,” Antetokoun-
mpo said.

The Bucks threw a 
lob to Antetokounmpo 
on their first possession 
— a play similar to the 
one he was defending 
when he was injured in 
Game 4 of the Eastern 
Conference finals against 
Atlanta — and he seemed 
to attack the basket just 
as forcefully as always.

But Jrue Holiday, who 
played so well while An-
tetokounmpo was out, 
shot just 4 for 14 and 
scored 10 points.

Olympic travel a big 
challenge for some 

Pacific Island teams
WELLINGTON, New 
Zealand (AP): Famous 
athletes in sports like 
tennis and golf heading 
to the Tokyo Olympics 
will probably arrive in 
Japan at the front of the 
plane.

It’s a style to which 
the athletes of the Pacif-
ic Islands are unaccus-
tomed. Fiji’s gold med-
al-winning men’s rugby 
sevens team will arrive 
in Tokyo along with the 
other members of their 
national team on Thurs-
day on a cargo/freight 
flight which is hauling 
mostly frozen fish.

Commercial passen-
ger flights to and from 
Pacific nations have be-
come scarce during the 
pandemic. Lorraine Mar, 
the chief executive of the 
Fiji Association of Sports 
and National Olympic 
Committee, said Wednes-
day that arranging travel 
for the Fiji team to Tokyo 
has been a “logistical 
challenge.”

Mar said around 51 
athletes and officials, 
mostly the Fiji men’s and 
women’s sevens squad, 
will be on Thursday’s 
flight from Fiji’s prin-
cipal international air-
port at Nadi. It’s a regu-
larly-scheduled freight 
flight which has some 
capacity for passengers.

The sevens teams re-
cently have been based 
in Australia where the 
Fiji men won the Oceania 
Sevens title in Townsville, 
Queensland two weeks 
ago. The men’s team gave 
Fiji its first-ever Olympic 
gold medal when it won 
the inaugural Olympic 
rugby sevens tournament 
in Rio de Janeiro in 2016.

The Fiji teams were 
originally expected to 
fly directly from Austra-
lia to Tokyo, but plans 
were changed at the 
last minute due to new 
COVID-19-related re-
strictions in Asia.

Apart from the sevens 
teams, the Fiji team in-
cludes one track and field 
athlete, two swimmers, a 
female table tennis play-
er and a judo competitor 
who currently is based in 
Japan.

Mar said dealing with 
athletes’ departures from 
Japan also is a challenge. 
The IOC requires athletes 
to vacate the Olympic vil-
lage within 48 hours of 
the conclusion of their 
events.

Fiji has a flight booked 
from Tokyo to Nadi on 
July 29, after the sevens 
tournament has conclud-
ed and which could also 
carry other athletes who 
have been eliminated or 
have finished competing. 
Another flight is booked 
on Aug. 10.

Mar hopes the IOC 
will grant dispensation 
for athletes who are un-
able to immediately ob-
tain flights home to re-
main in the village until 
travel is available.

Among other Pacif-
ic Island nations, Sa-
moa has already with-
drawn its three-member 
weightlifting from the 
games because all are 
based in Samoa and the 
Samoa government is 
concerned about the 
spread of COVID-19 in 
Japan. Eight Samoan ath-
letes who are based over-
seas will still compete.

They comprise two 
boxers based in Australia, 
four sailors and canoeists 
based in New Zealand, a 
track athlete based in the 
United States and a judo-
ka based in Japan.

Tonga will send six 
competitors, all but two 
of whom are based over-
seas. They include Pita 
Taufatofua — the “naked 
Tongan” — who was a 
bare-chested sensation 
when he carried the 
Tongan flag in the open-
ing ceremony of the Rio 
games.
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Bodies of plane crash victims 
found in Russia’s Far East

MOSCOW (AP): Rescu-
ers have found the bodies 
of 19 victims a day after a 
plane crash in a remote 
area in Russia’s Far East, 
the authorities said.
An Antonov An-26 car-
rying 28 people crashed 
Tuesday near its destina-
tion town of Palana in the 
region of Kamchatka, ap-
parently as it came in for 
a landing in bad weather. 
The plane was en route 
from the city of Pet-
ropavlovsk-Kamchatsky 
to Palana on Tuesday 
morning when it missed 
a scheduled communi-
cation and disappeared 
from radar.

Wreckage was found 
Tuesday evening on a 
coastal cliffside and in 
the sea, and the search 
and rescue operation was 
suspended until Wednes-
day morning after night 
fell, as the crash site was 
difficult to access in the 
dark.

The governor of Kam-

chatka, Vladimir Solodov, 
told the state Tass news 
agency that the “first 
bodies are being pulled 
out (of the water).” Rus-
sia’s Emergency Ministry 
said that remains of 19 
victims have been found 
so far, and one of them 
has been identified al-
ready.

Russian media re-
ported Tuesday that 
none of the six crew 
members or 22 pas-
sengers on board had 
survived. The head of 
the local government in 
Palana, Olga Mokhireva, 
was among the passen-
gers, spokespeople of 
the Kamchatka govern-
ment said.

Solodov said Tues-
day that a group of 
government officials 
including Transport 
Minister VitalySavelyev 
will head to Palana on 
Wednesday.

In the aftermath of 
the crash, the authori-

ties in Kamchatka have 
declared three days of 
mourning. Officials said 
that families of the vic-
tims will receive pay-
ments of more than 3.5 
million rubles (about 
$47,200) that will in-
clude compensation 
from the airline, an in-

surance payment and a 
subsidy from the region-
al government.

Police are investigat-
ing the incident, looking 
at three possible caus-
es of the crash — bad 
weather, equipment 
malfunction or pilot er-
ror.

President Vladimir 
Putin on Wednesday 
morning extended his 
condolences to the fam-
ilies of the victims.

In 2012, an Antonov 
An-28 plane belonging 
to Kamchatka Aviation 
Enterprise crashed 
into a mountain while 

flying the same route 
as Tuesday’s flight. 
A total of 14 people 
were on board and 10 
of them were killed. 
Both pilots, who were 
among the dead, were 
found to have alcohol 
in their blood, Tass re-
ported.

In Uganda, disputes over bills 
mark chaotic COVID-19 care

KAMPALA, Uganda 
(AP): Holding out for 
nearly $9,000 in unpaid 
medical bills, one hospi-
tal in Uganda allegedly 
refused to hand over the 
dead body of a patient 
who had received oxygen 
therapy for several days.
Tofa Tamale said he tried 
to reason with hospital 
managers, hoping for an 
arrangement that would 
preserve his mother’s 
dignity. After a lawsuit 
was threatened, the body 
was released to the fami-
ly but with no post-mor-
tem report.

“The hospital didn’t 
give us a single piece of 
documentation,” said Ta-
male, who believes his 
mother had COVID-19 
before she suffered a 
stroke.

The case, one of two 
publicly known as this 
East African country 
sees a surge in COVID-19 
infections, has shocked 
many in a socially con-
servative society where 
bereavement customs 
are strictly observed.

“You can’t say you’re 
holding onto a dead body 
in order for you to get 
your fee. That’s repug-
nant,” said Joseph Luzige, 
an attorney who repre-
sented Tamale.

The case also high-
lights the sense of cha-
os in COVID-19 care as 
Ugandans grapple with 
the high cost of treat-
ment. Some hospitals are 
accused of demanding 

cash deposits upfront 
before admission. Oth-
ers are said to demand 
security items such as 
title deeds in lieu of cash, 
drawing the attention 
of an anti-corruption in-
vestigator who says her 
office has received over 
200 complaints.

Uganda has con-
firmed a total of 84,554 
COVID-19 cases, includ-
ing 1,995 deaths as of 
Wednesday. Authorities 
are reporting dozens of 
deaths a day.

As in many other Afri-
can countries, the actual 
number of infections and 

deaths are believed to 
be much higher because 
testing is not widely 
available. And now “the 
speed and scale of Af-
rica’s third wave is like 
nothing we’ve seen be-
fore,” the World Health 
Organization’s Africa di-
rector, MatshidisoMoeti, 
said last week.

The highly infectious 
delta variant is fueling 
Africa’s new surge in cas-
es, a worrying situation 
on a continent where 
just over 1% of the con-
tinent’s 1.3 billion people 
are fully vaccinated.

In Uganda, where 

less than 1% of the coun-
try’s 44 million people 
have received even one 
shot of the AstraZen-
eca vaccine, hundreds 
of new cases daily are 
overwhelming public 
health centers and cre-
ating more business for 
private facilities, which 
traditionally accept 
cash.

Some hospitals with 
COVID-19 wards have 
charged nearly $1,500 
in daily treatment fees, 
a prohibitive sum for 
most Ugandans. Many 
are now self-medicating 
within their homes, ex-

perimenting with every-
thing from traditional 
medicine to new herbal 
remedies.

“There are many 
Ugandans who are dy-
ing in their homes sim-
ply because they fear to 
face high-deposit hospital 
fees,” Col. Edith Nakalema, 
leader of an anti-cor-
ruption unit under the 
presidency, said in a se-
ries of Twitter posts. “If 
you have not yet suffered 
this personally remember 
that you might suffer it 
soon.”

Grace Kiwanuka, ex-
ecutive director of an 

association of private 
health groups, said hos-
pitals are caught “be-
tween a rock and a hard 
place” as they balance 
their obligations to pa-
tients and business con-
cerns in an unprecedent-
ed pandemic. “The mar-
ket is dictating certain 
prices we have to pay,” 
she said, citing compli-
cated COVID-19 cases 
of patients with kidney 
failure who stay in inten-
sive care units for several 
days.

Some die, leaving 
hefty bills that hospital 
directors have to ac-
count for, she said: “I feel 
for these people. I really 
do. But the fact is, this is 
medicine.”

The fear of detaining 
patients — dead or alive 
— over medical bills is 
a source of frustration, 
said Sarah Mirembe, who 
recently accused a hos-
pital director of not hon-
oring his word to waive 
certain fees.

Although her grand-
mother recovered from 
COVID-19, Mirembe 
said, the experience left 
her upset after the fam-
ily had to sanitize the 
“filthy” room she was 
given. After threatening 
to take her grandmother 
elsewhere, she was able 
to negotiate the daily rate 
down to $170 from $714.

The total bill was 
$4,000, she said.

“What if I didn’t have 
this money?” she asked.

Shooting of star Dutch reporter raises European concern
AMSTERDAM (AP): Europe-
an leaders and lawmakers ex-
pressed dismay Wednesday 
and rights advocates demand-
ed justice after a veteran Dutch 
crime reporter was shot in the 
head in downtown Amsterdam 
following a TV appearance.
Peter R. de Vries, a journalist 
celebrated for his courageous 
reporting on the Dutch under-
world, was fighting for his life 
in an Amsterdam hospital after 
the Tuesday night shooting.

Two suspects remained in 
custody Wednesday, while a 

third person detained Tuesday 
night was let go, according to 
a Dutch police statement. The 
motive for the attack was not 
disclosed.

Supporters brought flow-
ers to the crime scene, still cor-
doned off by police.

The shooting shocked the 
Netherlands and prompted 
outrage from top Dutch offi-
cials, but it also struck a chord 
elsewhere in Europe, where 
such attacks are rare and 
where the killings of journal-
ists in Slovakia and Malta in 

recent years raised concerns 
about reporters’ safety in de-
veloped, democratic societies.

“We might disagree with a 
lot we see in our media, but we 
have to agree that journalists 
investigating potential abuses 
of power are not a threat but 
an asset to our democracies 
and our societies,” European 
Commission President Ursu-
la von der Leyen told Euro-
pean Parliament lawmakers 
Wednesday.

European Council Presi-
dent Charles Michel called the 

shooting “a crime against our 
fundamental value of freedom 
of the press.”

De Vries, 64, had long been 
considered a possible target 
of the criminals he doggedly 
reported on. Police and pros-
ecutors declined to comment 
on whether he received police 
protection.

De Vries won an Interna-
tional Emmy in 2008 for a tele-
vision show he made about the 
disappearance of U.S. teenager 
Natalee Holloway while she was 
on holiday in the Dutch Caribbe-

an island of Aruba in 2005.
Media watchdog Reporters 

Without Borders expressed 
“full solidarity” with de Vries’ 
family and all Dutch journalists 
on Wednesday, and called for 
those responsible for the shoot-
ing to be brought to justice.

The commissioner for hu-
man rights at the Council of Eu-
rope, DunjaMijatović, tweeted, 
“Everything should be done to 
bring perpetrator(s) and mas-
termind(s) of this horrific crime 
to justice and ensure #Safety-
OfJournalists in #Europe.”

Australia’s largest 
city Sydney locks 

down for third week
CANBERRA, Austra-
lia (AP): Sydney’s two-
week lockdown has been 
extended for another 
week due to the vulnera-
bility of an Australia pop-
ulation largely unvacci-
nated against COVID-19, 
officials said on Wednes-
day.

“The situation we’re 
in now is largely because 
we haven’t been able to 
get the vaccine that we 
need,” New South Wales 
state Health Minister 
Brad Hazzard said.

The decision to ex-
tend the lockdown 
through July 16 was 
made on health advice, 
state Premier Gladys 
Berejiklian said.

“The reason why 
we’ve extended the lock-
down is because of a 
number of cases still in-
fectious in the commu-
nity and we extended the 
lockdown to give us the 
best chance of not having 
another lockdown,” Bere-
jiklian said.

The extension of the 
lockdown, which covers 
Australia’s largest city 
and some nearby com-
munities, means most 
children will not return 
to school next week fol-
lowing their midyear 
break.

Of 27 new infections 
of the delta variant re-
ported in latest 24-hour 
period on Wednesday, 
only 13 had been in iso-
lation while infectious, 
officials said. The delta 
variant is considered 
more contagious than 
the original coronavirus 
or other variants.

Only 9% of Australian 

adults are fully vaccinat-
ed, heightening fears that 
the delta variant could 
quickly spread beyond 
control.

Berejiklian expected 
lockdowns would no lon-
ger be necessary once a 
large majority of Austra-
lians were vaccinated.

There have been 
more than 300 infec-
tions linked to a limou-
sine driver who tested 
positive on June 16. He 
is thought to have been 
infected while transport-
ing a U.S. flight crew from 
Sydney airport.

Last week, almost 
half Australia’s popula-
tion was locked down 
with cities on the east, 
west and north coasts 
tightening pandemic re-
strictions due to clusters. 
Some of those lockdowns 
were as short as three 
days.

Sydney and its sur-
rounds are the only part 
of Australia still in lock-
down.

Australia has been 
relatively successful 
in containing clusters 
throughout the pandem-
ic, registering fewer than 
31,000 cases and 910 
deaths total.

Australia has record-
ed a single COVID-19 
death since October: an 
80-year-old man who 
died in April after being 
infected overseas and 
diagnosed in hotel quar-
antine.

But now there are 37 
COVID-19 cases in Syd-
ney hospitals. Of those, 
seven are in intensive 
care, the youngest in 
their 30s.

Chinese locks down 
border town as Myanmar 

battles outbreak
BEIJING (AP): Chinese 
authorities locked down 
a city bordering Myan-
mar on Wednesday, shut-
ting most businesses and 
requiring residents to 
stay at home as a fresh 
outbreak of COVID-19 
expanded.

Another 15 cases 
were found in Ruili in the 
last 24 hours, on top of 
six in the previous two 
days, health authorities 
in southwestern Yunnan 
province said. In addi-
tion, two people without 
COVID-19 symptoms 
have also tested positive 
for the virus.

The lockdown shut 
down all businesses and 
public institutions ex-
cept hospitals, phar-
macies and essential 
shops such as grocery 
stores, according to a 
notice posted online. 
It affects the urban 
part of Ruili, which like 
most Chinese cities 
includes surrounding 
rural areas in its juris-
diction.

Myanmar is bat-
tling a large outbreak 
with limited resourc-
es to contain it. The 
Southeast Asian nation 
reported 3,602 new 
cases in the last 24 
hours, state media said 
Wednesday, its highest 
daily total since the pan-
demic began.

Ruili lies across a riv-
er from the city of Muse 
in Myanmar’s Shan state. 
Chinese anti-virus mea-
sures have dealt a blow 
to the active cross-bor-
der trade between the 
two countries, China’s 

state-owned Global 
Times newspaper re-
ported earlier this week.

Authorities had al-
ready banned unneces-
sary travel in and out of 
Ruili on Monday, after 
the first cases were re-
ported.

All the cases have 
been reported in a Ruili 
community on the bor-
der called Jiegao, which 
has been designated a 
high-risk area. They in-
clude both Chinese and 
Myanmar nationals. The 
latest cases were discov-
ered during mass testing, 
and authorities said they 
would step up border 
controls.

Elsewhere in China, 
52 people who had ar-
rived on a flight from 
Afghanistan five days 
ago tested positive for 
the virus, the Hubei 
provincial health com-
mission said. Thirty 
have been classified as 
confirmed cases, while 
the other 22 did not 
show any COVID-19 
symptoms. China does 
not include asymptom-
atic cases in its official 
tally.

China has regularly 
imported cases from 
travelers, but usually 
in smaller numbers. 
The July 2 Xiamen Air 
flight flew from Kabul 
to Wuhan, the city hit 
hard by the virus after 
it was first detected 
there in late 2019. 
Virtually all people 
arriving in China must 
quarantine for two 
weeks in a designated 
hotel.
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MONOCHROMATIC! The model, Hailey Bieber stuns 
in her brown plaid pants and fuzzy brown top.

Aries:
It’s been a long and lonely road, Aries. A period of 
cleansing and purging those inner demons. Given the 
experiences you have attracted, it will be easy to feel 
like it’s all going downhill from here. But that is far from 
the truth. Take a moment to honour the experiences that 
helped you rise above the muddy water like a beautiful 
pink lotus. As you do, turn the negatives into positives, 
and trust that things will get better as you move forward.
Taurus:
We live in a world that glorifies the masculine, whilst 
dishonouring the feminine. As a result, we carry a lot 
of shame around these aspects of our being and end 
up suppressing our spiritual, intuitive, and creative gifts. 
Pay attention to how this theme is playing out in your 
life, beloved. All the ways in which you are trying to 
stay on the top of the hamster wheel in order to receive 
external validation.
Gemini:
Truth tea, Gemini: playing yes (wo)man isn’t going to get 
you anywhere. Watch your need to take on too many 
roles and responsibilities—roles and responsibilities 
that are interfering with what you are meant to create 
in this lifetime. It’s time to draw boundaries wherever 
necessary, and redirect your gaze towards tasks that 
need your immediate attention. Learning to prioritise will 
change the game for you permanently.
Cancer:
We’re never really prepared for what life is about to send 

our way, yet we are. Cancer season is bringing all kinds 
of significant changes into your life, beautiful. It’s time 
to remember why you embarked upon this journey and 
recommit to your soul purpose. Don’t expect everything 
to fall into place magically, though. 
Leo:
The trouble is, you think you have to manage everything 
on your own. But, that is far from the truth. The divine 
support you need in each moment is available to you. 
All you have to do is ask, beloved. All you have to do is 
ask. PS: Know that the stray feathers that you have 
been finding and the angel numbers you have been 
repeatedly seeing are all signs from your guides.
Virgo:
Listen up, honey: the Universe is *not* a fan of mixed 
signals. What you are doing by going back and 
forth on this decision is delaying the manifestation 
process. So come into a space of clarity about what 
you desire as you set your intentions with single-
minded focus. If what you’re asking for is meant 
for you and is in alignment with your highest good, 
there is no reason it will not make its way into your 
experience. Virgo, trust this and co-create with the 
mysterious forces.
Libra:
Listen up, Libra! Your need to always be in yang mode is 
borderline toxic. The law of balance states that you need 
to make friends with the yin aspects of yourself as well. 
That you need to learn to ‘be’ as much as you ‘do’. This 

may sound counterintuitive, but mastering this lesson 
will help you make big things happen with minimal effort. 
Now, let’s move on to the most important question: How 
do you feel called to nurture yourself today?
Scorpio:
Yes, there is a cure for that melancholic heart of 
yours, Scorpio, and it can be found out in the wild. 
Today, you’re being asked to nurture your inherent 
connection with Mother Nature, to walk barefoot in 
the grass, breathe in the fresh air and sing songs with 
the birds. If you’re somebody who enjoys an active 
lifestyle, consider putting on your running shoes and 
heading to the park. 
Sagittarius:
Sagittarius, you have to give yourself the permission 
to grow out of things that do not sit right with you 
anymore. This includes old jobs, projects, houses, 
relationships, and friendships. Reflect upon what you 
are holding onto tightly, and allow the cosmic currents 
to take you where you need to go. Remember, you are 
at a crossroads. Making mindful decisions will help 
redirect both the course of your life and your career.
Capricorn:
The could’ve-would’ve-should’ve narrative isn’t going to 
get you anywhere, Capricorn. Let go of the need to 
point fingers or blame others. Take responsibility 
for where you are and consciously begin to release 
the past. The things that unfolded in your life 
were neither good nor bad. They simply were. So 

accept everything as a learning lesson integral to 
your soul growth. Some of you may feel inspired to 
seek closure from another person, and that’s okay. 
It’s best to keep aside unrealistic expectations of 
the equation and approach them from a space of 
openness. 
Aquarius:
If you’ve been complaining about the lack of focus, 
take a moment to observe your space. The clutter 
that surrounds you at the moment is beginning to 
have an adverse effect on your mental and physical 
well-being. So set some time aside for deep cleaning 
today. As you do, allow yourself to let go of the things 
that bear testimony to the old story or no longer spark 
joy. Trust that this simple exercise will not only free you, 
but also help you manifest what is truly in alignment with 
your highest good. 
Pisces:
You have to let go of the idea of who you are in order 
to blossom into who you are meant to be. We repeat: 
you have to let go of the idea of who you are in order 
to blossom into who you are meant to be. Pay attention 
to what the signs are leading you towards. Chances 
are, a career transition is close at hand, Pisces. There’s 
good news for those who are struggling with romantic 
relationships too. Yes, the cycle you’re in is a karmic 
one. So, honour the lessons with grace and gratitude 
as you work towards finding greater harmony with your 
partner. 

The
Big Pic Britney Spears’ court-

appointed attorney resigns
LOS ANGELES (AP): Britney Spears’ 
court-appointed attorney on Tuesday 
filed documents to resign from her 
conservatorship, the latest of several 
such moves that have come in the fall-
out from the pop singer’s comments in 
court decrying the legal arrangement 
that controls her money and affairs.

Samuel Ingham III filed documents 
in Los Angeles Superior Court request-
ing that the court appoint Spears a new 
attorney, and saying his resignation 
would take effect as soon as that hap-
pened.

During her June 23 speech in court, 
in which she condemned the conserva-
torship and asked Judge Brenda Penny 
to end it, Spears was critical of Ingham, 
and said she wished the court would al-
low her to hire a lawyer of her choice.

Last week, Bessemer Trust, the es-
tate-management company that Spears 
had requested replace her father as 
conservator of her finances, filed its 
own documents withdrawing from the 
case. The filing said that circumstances 
had changed after Spears’ comments in 
court on June 23.

At a hearing in November, Penny de-
nied Spears’ request to have her father 
replaced entirely, but said James Spears 
and Bessemer Trust could work togeth-
er as co-conservators of her finances.

And on Monday, in a letter obtained 

by entertainment industry publication 
Deadline, Britney Spears’ longtime 
manager Larry Rudolph also resigned, 
saying she had no intention of resuming 
her career after a 2 1/2 year hiatus that 
has left him with no work to do for her.

A veteran probate attorney, Ingham 
was for years a largely silent figure in the 
conservatorship, at least publicly, but be-
came a more vocal advocate for Britney 
Spears starting last year. His statements in 
court that she feared her father and would 

not resume her career so long as he had 
power over it were an early crack in the 
presumed consensus among the figures 
involved in the conservatorship.

At the June 23 hearing, Ingham said 
that Britney Spears had not asked him 
to file a petition to end the conserva-
torship, but said he expected she might 
do so soon. In her remarks critical of 
Ingham, Spears said during the hear-
ing that she hadn’t known she could file 
such a petition, and she still has not.

Chinese social media giant 
WeChat shuts LGBT accounts

BANGKOK, Thailand (AP): China’s most 
popular social media service has deleted ac-
counts on LGBT topics run by university stu-
dents and nongovernment groups, prompting 
concern the ruling Communist Party is tight-
ening control over gay and lesbian content.

WeChat sent account holders a notice they 
violated rules but gave no details, according 
to the founder of an LGBT group, who asked 
not to be identified further out of fear of pos-
sible official retaliation. She said at least doz-
ens of accounts were shut down, all at about 
10 p.m. on Tuesday.

It wasn’t clear whether the step was ordered 
by Chinese authorities, but it comes as the rul-
ing party tightens political controls and tries to 
silence groups that might criticize its rule.

WeChat’s operator, Tencent Holding Ltd., 
confirmed it received an email seeking com-
ment but didn’t immediately respond.

The Communist Party decriminalized ho-
mosexuality in 1997, but gay, lesbian, bisex-
ual, transsexual and other sexual minorities 
still face discrimination. There is more public 
discussion of such issues, but authorities have 
blocked some LGBT activities.

The official attitude is increasingly strict, 
the founder of the LGBT group said.Contents 
of the WeChat accounts, which included per-
sonal stories and photos of group events, 
were erased, according to the group founder.

The former operator of a different group 
for university students, who asked not to be 
identified for fear of retaliation, called the 
step a devastating blow.

University officials asked students two 
months ago to shut down LGBT social media 
groups or to avoid mentioning their school 
names, according to the LGBT group founder. 
She said universities in the eastern province 
of Jiangsu were told by officials to investigate 
groups for women’s rights and sexual minori-
ties to “maintain stability.”

Dilip Kumar, Bollywood’s great 
‘Tragedy King,’ dies at 98

NEW DELHI (AP): Bollywood icon Dilip 
Kumar, hailed as the “Tragedy King” and 
one of Hindi cinema’s greatest actors, 
died Wednesday in a Mumbai hospital 
after a prolonged illness. He was 98.
The “Tragedy King” title came from Ku-
mar’s numerous serious roles. In sever-
al, his character died as a frustrated lov-
er and a drunkard. He also was known 
as Bollywood’s only Method actor for 
his expressive performances identifying 
a character’s emotions.

Kumar was hospitalized twice last 
month after he complained of breath-
lessness, and his family tweeted “with 
a heavy heart and profound grief” the 
announcement of his passing.

“Dilip Kumar will be remembered as 
a cinematic legend. He was blessed with 
unparalleled brilliance, due to which 
audiences across generations were en-
thralled. His passing away is a loss to 
our cultural world,” Indian Prime Min-
ister NarendraModi said in a tweet that 
also offered his condolences to Kumar’s 
family and admirers.

“An institution has gone,” Bollywood 
superstar Amitabh Bachchan tweeted. 
“Whenever the history of Indian Cinema 
will be written, it shall always be ‘before 
Dilip Kumar, and after DilipKumar’ ..”

“It’s the end of an era,” filmmaker 
MadhurBhandarkar said.

He was born Muhammad Yusuf Khan, a 
Muslim, on Dec. 11, 1922. His Pathan family 
hailed from Peshawar, in what became Pa-
kistan after the Partition, and he visited his 
ancestral home in the late 1980s.

Kumar was hugely popular among 
cinema lovers in Pakistan as well.

Pakistan Prime Minister Imran Khan 

said he was saddened to learn of Ku-
mar’s death. ``For my generation, Dilip 
Kumar was the greatest and most versa-
tile actor,” he tweeted.

Khan also recalled Kumar’s generosity 
in helping to raise funds in Pakistan and 
London for a trust to set up cancer hospi-
tals in his mother’s memory.

He changed his name as he debuted in 
Bollywood, the Hindi-language film indus-
try centered in Mumbai, with “JwarBhata,” 
or “Sea Tides,” in 1944.

His career spanned over six decades 
with over 60 films. His first major box-of-
fice hits were “Jugnu,” or “Firefly,” in 1947 
in which he starred alongside Noor Jehan, 
and the 1948 film “Shaheed,” or ”Martyr.”

He played a variety of characters — a 
romantic hero in “Andaz,” a swashbuck-
ler in “Aan,” a dramatic drunkard in “De-
vdas,” a comic role in “Azaad,” a Muslim 

prince in the historical epic “Mughal-e-
Azam” and a robber in the social movie 
“Ganga Jamuna.”

Mehboob Khan’s blockbuster “Aan” 
in 1952 was his first film in Technicolor 
and was among a string of light-heart-
ed roles he took at the suggestion of his 
psychiatrist to shed his “Tragedy King” 
image.

He starred in many social dra-
ma films like “Footpath”, “NayaDaur” 
(“New Era”), “Musafir” (“Traveller”) and 
“Paigham” (“Message”) in 1950s.

His top female co-stars included 
Madhubala, Nargis, Nimmi, MeenaKu-
mari, KaminiKaushal and Vyjanthimala.

In 1966, Dilip Kumar married Saira-
Banu, who was 22 years younger than 
him, and the couple acted in “Gopi,” 
“SaginaMahato” and “Bairaag.” They had 
no children.


