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Sikkim weathers through week of 
610 new cases, two deaths and more 

than doubling of active cases
SUMMIT REPORT
Gangtok, 25 Apr:

A second wave of 
Covid-19 infections 

was always in the offing 
and it is has arrived... in 
Sikkim as it has coursed 
through the entire coun-
try as well. Covid is still 
a health emergency not 
a law & order situation, 
but a ham-handed, blunt 
tool approach continues 
to be the only response a 
Centre caught off-guard 
and an administration 
which remains as befud-
dled and disconnected 
as it was a year back, 
can muster. It is no sur-
prise then that the virus 
continues to spread pan-
ic disproportionate to 
the situation, and while 
some might argue that 
some fear is good to keep 
people safe, it needs to 
also be accepted that 
decisions forced by para-
noia are rarely the most 
considerate or even ef-
fective.

With that out of the 
way, here are some sta-

tistics to illustrate what 
the week ending 25 
April has been for Sikkim 
when it comes to Novel 
Coronavirus.

The week began in-
nocuously enough with 
only nine new cases be-
ing reported on Monday, 
19 April. Signs that a 
second wave was build-
ing up were, however, 
already there with 105 
fresh cases having been 
detected in the State only 
a day earlier on 18 April. 
And the numbers proved 
these fears right with 
Sikkim going past the 
100-mark on daily cases 
thrice this past week.

Where there were 
only 404 active cases of 
Novel Coronavirus in 
the State on Monday [19 
April], today, 25 April, 
there are 934. 

In the week ending 
today, Sikkim recorded 
a total of 610 new cas-
es and two deaths of 
Covid-positive patients.

In the previous week, 
when signs of the second 

wave building up had be-
come apparent, 291 new 
cases had been picked 
up.

At the start of the 
week, there were only 40 
Covid patients in hospital 
and none of them in the 
ICU. Today, there are 72 
such patients in hospital 
and three in the ICU.

The past two weeks 
stand in sharp contrast to 
the rather consistent de-
cline in Covid cases in the 
previous months when 
many days had brought 
the reassuring tiding of 
no new cases. However, 
the last time that Sikkim 
declared no new cases 
was on 29 March. Things 
have changed much in 
the month since.

The State Govern-
ment noticed the sec-
ond wave in time and 
declared weekend shut 
down for shops [except 
those selling essential 
items] last week itself, 
and today, the Paljor Sta-
dium indoor gymnasium
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CRH directed to set up 100-bed Covid ward, 
Paljor Stadium to house Covid Care Centre

"No Need To Panic": AIIMS 
chief, top doctors clear 
doubts on Covid crisis

New Delhi, 25 Apr: 
Covid-19 is a mild dis-
ease and there is no need 
to panic, said AIIMS Di-
rector Dr Randeep Gule-
ria on Sunday while ad-
dressing issues related to 
coronavirus with Chair-
man of Medanta Dr Na-
resh Trehan, Professor 
and Head of Department 
of Medicine AIIMS Dr 
Naveet Wig and Director 
General Health Services 
Dr Sunil Kumar.

"If we talk about 
the current situation of 
COVID-19, there is pan-
ic in public, Due to this 
panic, people are putting 
injections in their hous-
es, hoarding of the Rem-
desivir drug and oxygen 
cylinder has started with 
this. And because of this, 
we are facing a shortage 
of supply and unneces-
sary panic is being creat-
ed," Mr Guleria said.

He further said, "The 
COVID-19 infection is a 
normal infection. 85 to 
90 per cent of people are 
witnessing normal symp-
toms like fever, cold, 
body ache, and cough 
and in these cases, one 
doesn't need Remdesivir 
or other large numbers 
of medicines. You can 

take medicines for these 
normal infections or 
treat yourself with home 
remedies and yoga. You 
will back to normal and 
get well within seven or 
10 days. You don't need 
to put Remdesivir or ox-
ygen in your house."

According to the 
AIIMS Director, there are 
10-15 per cent of people 
who may witness severe 
infection and may need 
extra medicines like 
Remdesivir, oxygen or 
plasma. Less than five 
per cent of patients need 
to be operated on a venti-
lator, he informed.

"If we see this data, 
it shows that there is no 
need to panic. If one gets 
a positive report, he/
she shouldn't rush to the 
hospital or get medical 
oxygen. It's a wrong be-
lief and it will create an 
unnecessary shortage of 
oxygen. We need to un-
derstand that it is a mild 
disease and only 10 to 
15 per cent cases get se-
vere," he added. Medanta 
chairman Dr Trehan said 
that 90 per cent of COVID 
patients can recover at 
home if they are provid-
ed with correct medi-
cines on time.  

Women have more antibodies to fight 
COVID-19, shows sero survey in Mumbai

Mumbai, 25 Apr [PTI]: A sero sur-
vey by Mumbai's civic body in Maha-
rashtra has found that women have 
more antibodies than men to the fight 
the coronavirus.

It also showed that sero positivi-
ty in non-slum areas was increasing, 
while it was decreasing in slum areas, 
which matches the current trend that 
a large number of patients are being 
detected from the former in the cur-
rent COVID-19 surge, officials said.

Sero positivity entails a blood 
test showing a positive result for a 
particular antibody, a civic official 
explained. The Brihanmumbai Mu-
nicipal Corporation survey, details 
of which were revealed on Saturday, 
showed sero positivity among wom-
en was 37.12 per cent as against 
35.02 per cent in men.

"In the sero survey, 41.61 per cent-
sero positivity was found in blood sam-
ples taken from municipal dispensaries 
in slum areas. Overall, 36.30 per cent 
sero positivity is found in 10,197 blood 

samples collected from citizens from 
all 24 wards in Mumbai," it said. "The 
samples were tested for antibodies in 
BMC's molecular biology laboratory 
in its Kasturba Hospital premises. The 
first survey in July last year had found 
57 percent sero positivity in slum areas 
of three wards, while the one in August 
showed 45 per cent sero positivity in 
slum areas," an official said.

"Blood samples taken from pri-
vate laboratories in non-slum areas 
showed sero positivity of 28.5 per-
cent in the current survey. In the first 
survey conducted in July last year, 
this figure was 16 per cent for three 
wards and 18 per cent in the one held 
in August," he added.

The sero survey, held in March 
this year, was carried out using the 
"unlinked anonymous sampling 
method" with blood samples collect-
ed from those who had not been vac-
cinated, and was the third after sim-
ilar exercises in July and August last 
year, a BMC release said.

SUMMIT REPORT
Gangtok, 25 Apr:

The second wave of 
Covid-19 coursing 

through the country 
has not spared Sikkim 
in as much as infections 
are concerned, and two 
weeks into the surge, 
emergency measures are 
being adopted. On Sun-
day, the East district ad-
ministration declared the 
Paljor Stadium indoor 
gymnasium a Covid Care 
Centre to accomodate as-
ymptomatic Covid-posi-
tive patients and also to-
day, the Central Referral 
Hospital here at Tadong 
was directed to segre-
gate a minimum of 100-
bed ward specially for 
Covid-19 patients.

Both orders were is-
sued by the DC-East in-
voking Section 34 of the 

Disaster Management 
Act of 2005.

The DC explains that 
the Government of Sik-
kim "is taking various 
measures to curtail the 
transmission of the virus 
in the State with fresh 
orders on measures to 

contain the virus having 
been issued by the Home 
Department on 22 April.

The DC has directed 
the Medical Superinten-
dent, CRH-Tadong, to set 
aside this 100-bed Covid 
ward to accomodate peo-
ple who test positive at 

CRH and other places in 
the district and willing to 
get admitted at CRH.

The MS will also be 
nodal officer to coordi-
nate with the district ad-
ministration and health 
department on matters 
related to the pandemic.

The Paljor Stadium 
Hall will have AD, Sports 
Department, as nodal 
officer to oversee over-
all management of the 
Covid Care Centre while 
Medical Superintendent, 
STNM Hospital, has been 
directed to depute a 
health team to monitor 
the centre.

Concerned officers 
have also been directed 
to depute sanitation staff 
and police personnel to 
ensure sanitation and se-
curity at the Centre.

Also today, the DC-
East notified "Hotel Sum-
mit Namnang Courtyard 
& Spa a paid quarantine 
centre for Sikkimese res-
idents" even as Govern-
ment College, Rhenock, 
a quarantine facility for 
four company of 69th 
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Mamata Banerjee's former seat among key 
constituencies in Bengal 7th phase polls

Kolkata, 25 Apr [PTI]: 
Over 86 lakh voters in 
West Bengal will decide 
the political fate of 284 
candidates on Monday, 
when 34 assembly con-
stituencies, including 
Chief Minister Mamata 
Banerjee's home turf 
Bhabanipur, go to polls in 
the seventh phase, amid 
a raging second wave of 
COVID-19.

Security measures 
have been heightened in 
view of the violence in 
the previous phases, par-
ticularly the death of five 
people in Cooch Behar in 
the fourth round of poll-
ing on April 10, an Elec-
tion Commission official 
said.

The poll panel has de-
cided to deploy at least 
796 companies of cen-
tral forces in the seventh 
phase to ensure free and 
fair voting, he said.

It will also put in place 
measures to ensure strict 
adherence to COVID-19 
protocols during the vot-
ing process, the official 
said. West Bengal on Sat-

urday registered its high-
est-single day spike of 
14,281 coronavirus cas-
es, which took the tally to 
7,28,061, and at least 59 
more people succumbed 
to the infection, pushing 
the toll to 10,884.

Voting will be held 
at 12,068 polling sta-
tions spread over nine 
assembly constituencies 
each in Murshidabad and 
Paschim Bardhaman dis-
tricts, six each in Dakshin 
Dinajpur and Malda and 
four in Kolkata, the offi-
cial said.

All eyes will be on the 
Bhabanipur constituen-
cy, of which the TMC su-
premo is the sitting MLA 
and a resident.

Ms Banerjee, how-
ever, has opted for Nan-
digram to contest the 
elections this time and 
reposed faith in veteran 
politician and state pow-
er minister Sobhandeb 
Chattopadhyay to make 
a hat-trick of wins for the 
party from Bhabanipur.

Chattopadhyay is pit-
ted against a seasoned 

actor but a greenhorn 
in electoral politics, 
Rudranil Ghosh, who left 
the ruling party a few 
months ago to join the 
BJP.

State minister Firhad 
Hakim is also seeking 
re-election for a third 
consecutive term from 
the Kolkata Port con-
stituency, while the BJP 
fielded Lt General (Re-
tired) Subrata Saha from 
the Rashbehari seat in 
the metropolis.

Campaigning for the 
seventh phase has been a 
low-key affair, following 
curbs imposed by the EC 
in the wake of the second 
wave of COVID-19 cases 
in the state.

Following the surge in 
coronavirus cases across 
the country, the EC has 
banned roadshows and 
vehicle rallies in the state 
and noted that the COVID 
safety norms were being 
violated in West Bengal 
during campaigning.

It also disallowed 
any public meeting with 
more than 500 people.  
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Yashasvi Medical & clinic, 
5th Mile, Opposite Manipal Gate.  

NEW CLINIC TIMING.  
Doctor Available: (Monday- Saturday)  
1.General Physician: 7 AM-9AM,  
2.OBG & Gynecologist: 9-10AM. 
3.Pediatrician: 8:30-9:30 AM.  
4.Skin Specialist: 5-7PM. 
5. Orthopaedic : 5-7 PM.  
6.Cardio Specialist: 4-6PM. 
7.Medicine (Gastrointestinal Specialist) :5-6PM.

Call For Appointment : 6294683018 / 7908242665

GENERAL LAND FOR SALE
4 katha land available for sale at Middle Palas, Sili-
guri. Price negotiable. Interested buyer may con-
tact: 9647889596

SKM govt not only inefficient, but also cruel: Chamling
SUMMIT REPORT
Gangtok, 25 Apr:

Continuing with the his 
Sunday commentary 

on politics in the State, 
Sikkim Democratic Front 
president, former Chief 
Minister Pawan Cham-
ling, today hauled the 
Sikkim Krantikari Mor-
cha government over 
the coals yet again, char-
acterising it as not only 
inefficient but also "ex-
tremely cruel." 

"Cruelty is more dan-
gerous than inefficiency," he 
adds to drive the point home.

An SDF press release 
shares Mr Chamling's re-
sponse to a question posed 
to him on his Facebook 
page asking him to rate the 
present State Government.

"The level of satisfac-
tion among the people 
of Sikkim regarding the 
quality of governance 
has reached its lowest 
point in Sikkim history," 
he contends, claiming 

further that there was 
"widespread frustration, 
dissatisfaction and an-
guish in people from all 
walks of life."

After listing out the 
many things promised by 
SKM for delivery within 
100 days of forming the 

government, all of which 
remain awaited two 
years down the line, Mr 
Chamling stresses that 
government employees 
feel humiliated in the 
face of "open threats 
in public" from the CM, 
entrepreneurs are frus-

trated by govt policies 
benefiting business peo-
ple from outside, and ar-
gues that media is being 
arm-twisted with victi-
misation of family mem-
bers "rampant among 
those who question the 
government."

The only people ben-
efiting from the SKM 
Government are the 
"handful  who cozy-up 
to the CM along with the 
Ministers and MLAs who 
are garnering benefits in 
every possible way," Mr 
Chamling claims.

"The government 
restricts the freedom of 
the people and media to 
express their opinions in 
order to hide the govern-
ment's inefficiency. Why 
does the government send 
dozens of people to con-
duct press conferences 
when concerned and re-
sponsible citizens raise 
their concerns against the 
government’s wrongdo-
ings? Instead of lecturing 
the media, they should fo-
cus on governance and ad-
dress the people’s issues. 
Instead of expressing their 
anger and frustration in 
public, they should hum-
bly admit their mistakes 
and amend them," Mr 
Chamling advices.

He closes by claim-
ing that "the very peo-
ple who took the SDF 
government for granted 
have now begun to see 
the real value of it." 

"They are missing us," 
he claims. 
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Hundreds of oxygen concentrators, 
ventilators sent to India, says UK

Walk-in vaccination for age group 18-45 not allowed, says Centre
New Delhi, 25 Apr [NDTV]: Ap-
pointments and online registra-
tions of citizens in the age group 
of 18 to 44 years is mandatory to 
get a coronavirus vaccine shot, the 
government said today and added 
that there will be no facility for 
walk-in registrations for this age 
group initially.

Union Health Secretary Rajesh 
Bhushan, in a letter to his state 
counterparts, outlined the strategy 
and rules for the third phase of the 
vaccination drive.

Vaccination for everyone 
above 18 years of age will start 
from May 1. The government 
opened vaccinations for all adults 
amid a massive Covid surge in the 
second and more deadly wave of 
the coronavirus.

All eligible citizens can register 
for their vaccine from April 28 on 
the CoWIN website and Aarogya 
Setu app.

The Centre will continue to 
vaccinate those declared eligible 
so far - frontline workers, health 
workers and those above 45.

From May 1, vaccine prices for 
private hospitals will shoot up. The 
Health Secretary said that private 
vaccination centres must return 
any unutilized vaccine stocks till 
April 30 to the storage facility from 
where they were issued.

The state governments have 
also been told by the Centre to 
make a careful assessment of the 
potential for full utilisation of such 
vaccine doses up to April 30, be-
fore issuing any further stock to 

the private centres.
The Health Secretary, in the 

letter, also added that each private 
vaccination centre must declare 
the vaccine type, the stocks and the 
prices decided by it to be charged 
on the CoWIN portal for citizens 
to make an informed choice while 
booking an appointment.

The Serum Institute of India, 
manufacturing Covishield, an-
nounced that its vaccine would be 
sold at ₹ 400 to states and at ₹ 600 
to private hospitals.

Bharat Biotech's Covaxin will 
cost ₹ 600 for state governments 
and ₹ 1,200 for private hospitals, 
the company said in a statement 
on Saturday.

The prices for the Centre would 
remain the same at ₹ 150.

New Delhi, 25 Apr 
[NDTV]:: The United 
Kingdom on Sunday said 
it was sending life-saving 
medical equipment to 
India - including ventila-
tors and oxygen concen-
trators - as the country 
battles a devastating 
wave of Covid infections 
that has seen the active 
caseload jump to 27 
lakh and leave over 1.9 
lakh dead.

The first shipment is 
expected to reach Delhi 
early Tuesday, with more 
scheduled for the coming 
week. In total, nine con-
tainers carrying over 600 
pieces - including 495 ox-
ygen concentrators, 120 
non-invasive ventilators 
and 20 manual ventila-
tors - will be sent.

"Vital medical equip-
ment, including hun-
dreds of oxygen concen-
trators and ventilators, 
is now on its way from 
the UK to India to sup-
port efforts to prevent 
the tragic loss of life 
from this terrible virus," 
Prime Minister Boris 
Johnson said.

"We stand side by 
side with India as a 
friend and partner 
during what is a deeply 
concerning time in the 
fight against COVID-19. 
I'm determined to make 
sure the UK does every-
thing it can to support 
the international com-
munity in the global 
fight against pandemic," 
he added.

The UK is working 
closely with the Indian 
government to identify 
further avenues of pos-
sible assistance during 
the pandemic, news 
agency AFP reported.

Prime Minister John-

son was scheduled to 
visit India next week, 
but that has been can-
celled for now.

Hours earlier the 
European Union also 
promised to help India 
in its fight to contain 
a wave of infections 
that has brought an al-
ready-creaking health 
infrastructure to its 
knees.

The European Com-
missioner for Crisis 
Management said the 
EU Civil Protection 
Mechanism had been 
activated after a request 
from the Indian govern-
ment.

"The EU will do its 
utmost to mobilise as-
sistance to support peo-
ple of IN. Our #ERCC is 
already coordinating 
EU MS that are ready to 
provide urgently needed 
#oxygen & medicine rap-
idly," Janez Lenarcic, the 
Commissioner, tweeted.

Outgoing German 
Chancellor Angela Merkel 
said: "To the people of In-
dia I want to express my 
sympathy on the terrible 
suffering that Covid-19 
has again brought over 

your communities." On 
Friday France also spoke 
up, saying it stood by In-
dia in this crisis.

"I want to send a mes-
sage of solidarity to the 
Indian people, facing a 
resurgence of COVID-19 
cases. France is with you 
in this struggle, which 
spares no-one. We stand 
ready to provide our 
support," French Ambas-
sador Emmanuel Lenain 
said.

India reported 3.49 
lakh new cases in 24 
hours on Sunday morn-
ing - adding to the 3.46 
recorded Saturday, the 
3.32 lakh on Friday and 
the 3.14 lakh on Thurs-
day.

The frightening surge 
has left hospitals over-
flowing, and oxygen and 
medicines in very short 
supply.

It has also led to 
travel bans from several 
countries, including the 
UK and Germany.

The week-long oxy-
gen crisis in Delhi - where 
at least 50 patients died 
Friday alone due to sup-
ply issues - has grabbed 
much of the headlines, 

but the situation is as 
dire in other parts of the 
country.

Several states and 
UTs, including Delhi, have 
imposed night curfews 
and strict restrictions 
on movement during the 
day, and have announced 
free vaccination pro-
grammes in an effort to 
inoculate as many people 
as quickly as possible to 
contain the virus.

The surge in cases in 
India, experts have said, 
is likely the result of 
more aggressive strains 
in circulation, in addition 
to people's laxity in fol-
lowing Covid-appropri-
ate protocols.

Prime Minister Nar-
endra Modi, whose gov-
ernment has been crit-
icised for failing to an-
ticipate and plan for this 
wave of infections, has 
held multiple meetings 
over the past week.

The country has 
opened up vaccination 
to all those over the 
age of 18, starting May 
1, and approved a third 
Covid vaccine - Russia's 
Sputnik V - for emergen-
cy use.

People interested in "Covid 
Ki Baat", not "Mann Ki 

Baat": Mamata Banerjee
Baharampur, 25 Apr 
[PTI]: Bengal Chief Minis-
ter Mamata Banerjee to-
day claimed that people 
are no longer interested 
in Prime Minister Nar-
endra Modi's "Maan Ki 
Baat" programme, they, 
instead, want to hear 
"Covid ki baat" (COVID- 
related talks) as the 
pandemic has left lakhs 
gasping for breath, amid 
shortage of vaccines and 
oxygen cylinders.

PM Modi, during his 
monthly radio broadcast 
"Mann Ki Baat" earlier 
in the day, said that the 
COVID-19 "storm" has 
shaken the country, and 
urged people to get vac-
cinated.

Ms Banerjee, during 
a meeting with party 
workers at an auditori-
um in Murshidabad dis-
trict, claimed that PM 
Modi and Union Minis-
ter Amit Shah were busy 
"planning ways to cap-
ture Bengal, when they 
should have been taking 
appropriate measures" 
to combat the second 
wave of the pandemic.

"Who is interested 
in your 'Mann Ki Baat', 
people now want to hear 
'COVID ki baat'. If there 
is one infected person in 
a crowd of 1,000, he can 
contaminate the rest. 
Two lakh CAPF person-
nel came from states like 
UP, Delhi and Rajasthan 
and many of them might 
have been carriers of 
the virus without their 
knowledge as no RT-PCR 
tests was conducted by 
the Election Commis-
sion." 

"Around one lakh BJP 
cadres from other states, 
including ministers 
from saffron party-ruled 
states, came to Bengal 
for campaigning and to 
rig votes. They put up in 
hotels and guest hous-
es, and must have con-
tributed to the spike in 
COVID-19 cases in Ben-
gal," she claimed.

Cautioning voters 
against possible visit of 
central forces accompa-
nied by BJP men at their 
residences for "intim-
idation", Ms Banerjee 
said, "Please ask them to 
maintain distance as you 
don't know if anyone of 
them is carrying the vi-
rus. Mothers and sisters, 
tell them we are not al-
lowing outsiders inside 
the house."

Iterating her charge 

that some Election Com-
mission special observ-
ers have planned to take 
Trinamool leaders into 
"preventive custody" 
ahead of the elections, 
Ms Banerjee said, "That 
would be illegal deten-
tion. None should go to 
police stations on getting 
such calls and sit tight till 
the voting exercise gets 
over. No one can take 
your right to exercise 
franchise."

The Chief Minister 
claimed on Saturday that 
she has come to know 
from WhatsApp chats be-
tween Election Commis-
sion observers and top 
officials, including police 
superintendents and dis-
trict magistrates, that in-
structions have been giv-
en for detainment of Tri-
namool workers ahead of 
the voting exercise.

Continuing her tirade 
against the poll panel, 
she said, "Police super-
intendents and district 
magistrates have been 
changed arbitrarily at 
the last minute to help 
the BJP."

"We will move the 
Supreme Court to ensure 
polls in future are con-
ducted in a more dem-
ocratic manner. I have 
already spoken to several 
senior lawyers."

Ms Banerjee, during 
her addresss, asked those 
present at the venue to 
leave the doors of the au-
ditorium ajar for better 
air circulation, and said 
that she was "forced" 
to organise such meet-
ings in enclosed spaces 
as Election Commission 
diktats left her with no 
other option.

"We had asked the 
poll panel to club the last 
few phases, but it did not 
pay heed. I know the BJP 
has made specific plans 
to rig the election in ev-
ery phase. In the sixth 
phase, BJP-sheltered 
goons from other areas 
accompanied central 
forces to residences of 
our workers in Naiha-
ti, Bhatpara, Jagaddal in 
North 24 Parganas. In 
the next phase, they are 
trying to terrorise our 
people in Paschim Bard-
haman."

Wondering "why the 
police fall silent when 
Election Commission 
takes charge during 
polls," she asked all offi-
cers to perform their job 
without any biasness.

has been appropriated again as a Covid Care Centre in 
case the numbers continue to surge.

All educational institutions have been declared 
shut till 31 May and Covid-negative test results made 
mandatory for those seeking to enter the State.

At the same time, the authorities continue to be-
lieve that Khaki can beat back Covid and special teams 
made up of career bureaucrats and no medical ex-
perts can device effective strategies on how to protect 
the State better.

Sikkim weathers...

Battalion of the SSB returning to Rhenock in the last 
week of April after completing Assembly election duty 
in neighbouring West Bengal.

The DC has also instituted GPU-level Covid Manage-
ment Groups in the district under the charge of BDOs 
and staffed by Panchayat Presidents and ASHA and Aan-
ganwadi workers to identify and monitor returnees.

The State Government, it may be recalled, has, 
coming into effect from 26 April, mandated a 10-quar-
antine for Sikkim residents returning from outside 
the State. 

All directions have come into force with immedi-
ate effect.

CRH directed to...

3.49 lakh fresh Covid cases 
in India in new record high

New Delhi, 25 Apr 
[NDTV]: India's coronavi-
rus cases and deaths hit 
a new record with 3.49 
lakh fresh infections, tak-
ing the caseload to 1.69 
crore; 2,767 people died 
in the last 24 hours. Hos-
pitals in the country are 
overwhelmed; SOS mes-
sages have flooded social 
media.

This is the fourth 
straight day that India 
has recorded over 3 lakh 
Covid cases and over 
2,000 deaths. The coun-
try has been recording 
more than 2 lakh cases 
every day since April 15.

 Many top hospitals 
in Delhi, in the last 48 
hours, have sent out SOS 
messages over medical 
oxygen shortage. 25 peo-
ple died at Jaipur Golden 
Hospital due to low oxy-
gen pressure on Friday. 
Chief Minister Arvind Ke-
jriwal on Saturday wrote 
to all chief ministers "re-
questing them to provide 
oxygen to Delhi, if they 
have spare".

The government has 
waived off customs duty 
on the import duty of 
vaccines and medical ox-
ygen for a period of three 
months. This, the centre 

said, would "boost avail-
ability of these items, 
as well as make them 
cheaper".

Karnataka and Bengal 
recorded the highest-sin-
gle day surge in cases in 
the last 24 hours. Kar-
nataka recorded nearly 
30,000 COVID-19, and 
state capital Bengaluru 
also reported its biggest 
ever single-day Covid 
surge with over 17,000 
new cases.

Bengal logged 14,281 
new Covid cases - the 
most in a day - and nearly 
double the 7,713 report-
ed just one week ago. 
Politicians have been 
criticised for holding 
rallies in the state amid 
a nationwide surge in 
Covid cases.

While Maharash-
tra logged over 67,000 
fresh cases, Mumbai saw 
a drop in cases for the 
first time in six days with 
5,888 new infections. 
This is the lowest daily 
addition to its caseload 
since March 31, when 
5,394 new cases were de-
tected, and it is the first 
time since April 12 that 
the number of new daily 
cases is below the 7,000-
mark.
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TOURISM AND CIVIL AVIATION DEPARTMENT
GOVERNMENT OF SIKKIM

PARYATAN BHAWAN
TADONG – EAST SIKKIM

Website: www.Sikkimtourism.gov.in
Phone no. 03592-232218, Fax: 03592-232216

Email: secy_tourism@yahoo.com
No:-           Dated:

NOTICE INVITING TENDER
 
Sealed quotations are invited from interested parties and local educated unemployed youth(s) 
for taking on lease “New Cafeteria at Bakthang Waterfalls” situated at Bhojoghari, East Sikkim of 
Tourism & Civil Aviation Department on AS IT IS WHERE IT IS BASIS”. The deails of the proper-
ties/assets and additional information can be obtained  from the Office of Under Secretary(As-
sets), Paryatan bhawan, Tadong East Sikkim during office hour.

SL.
No. Name of the property Rent per 

months(Rs.)
TDR(Security 
Deposit) (Rs.)

Cost of tender 
form(Rs.)

01 New Cafeteria at Bakthang Wa-
terfall, Bhojoghari, East Sikkim 26000 1,56,000 1300

Time Schedule:-
 1. Sale of Tender form    : Dated 03.05.2021 office hour.
 2. receipt of Tender Form along with the 
     relevant documents    : Date 18.05.2021 Time : 01.00 p.m.

 3. Opening of Tender Documents in Office of 
     Additional Secretary, Paryatan Bhawan, 
     Tadong, East Sikkim.    : Dated 18.05.2021 Time : 02.00 p.m. 
 The intending contractors/bidder may visit the website of Tourism & Civil Aviation 
Department i.e. www.sikkimtourism.gov.in for information and further details or contact Office 
of the “under Secretary (Assets ) in Paryatan bhawan, Tadong, East Sikkim.

Sd/-
Additional Secretary

Tourism & Civil Aviation Department 
R.O. No. 34/IPR/Pub/Classi./21-22
Dated: 22.04.2021 

Gurudwara in Ghaziabad runs Oxygen Langar
Ghaziabad, 25 Apr 
[Reuters]: Coronavi-
rus patient Vidhya Devi, 
70, should have been 
in emergency care at a 
New Delhi hospital, but 
instead she lay on the 
backseat of a car outside 
a Sikh temple, battling 
for breath, as she was 
connected to an oxygen 
tank on the street.

A massive surge in 
COVID-19 cases in India, 
which set a new global re-
cord of the most number 
of infections in a day on 
Sunday, has left many in-
fected people struggling 
to find treatment, with 
hospitals overcrowded 
and many running out of 
oxygen.

Total infections stand 
at 16.96 million and 
deaths at 192,311, health 
ministry data showed.

At the Sikh gurud-
wara in Ghaziabad city 
on the outskirts of the 
capital Delhi, the human-
itarian tragedy is visible 
on the street.

Sikh aid group Khal-
sa Help International 
has been buying small 
quantities of oxygen as 
and when it becomes 
available to help those in 
urgent need. Cars, vans 

and rickshaws ferrying 
COVID-19 patients and 
their families choked the 
street outside the temple 
on Saturday, as volun-
teers holding black oxy-
gen cylinders spread out 
to help.

"I came here because 
I didn't get help any-
where else," said Manoj 
Kumar, who sat next to 
his mother Devi in the 
car as a volunteer mon-
itored the flow of oxy-
gen from the tank to her 
masked mouth.

"I called the gurud-

wara and they asked me 
to reach here fast," said 
Kumar.

A middle-aged wom-
an in a van appeared 
to be palpitating as her 
adult son, holding her 
arm tried to keep her 
conscious, calling out: 
"Mummy? Mummy?"

In another van, a man 
lay unconscious on a car 
seat, legs stretching out 
of the door, as one volun-
teer vigorously rubbed 
his feet, while another 
pumped his chest to try 
to revive him. Rummy, 

who is president of the 
gurudwara and founder 
of Khalsa Help Interna-
tional, said he began pro-
viding the service three 
days ago as cases started 
spiking in New Delhi.

"People are dying on 
the streets. That's why 
we started this," said 
Rummy.

Over 36 hours up to 
Saturday evening, Rum-
my estimates the Khal-
sa Help International 
group has saved around 
700 patients, but some 
didn't survive. Reuters 

witnessed two deaths 
there that evening. As 
breathless patients ar-
rived seeking oxygen, the 
street outside the temple 
resembled the emergen-
cy ward of a hospital, but 
crammed with cars not 
bed trolleys.

Rummy called out to 
those gathering, request-
ing them to disperse.

"Please remove the 
cars from the middle of 
the roads. Please keep to 
one lane," he said.

"You will all get oxy-
gen."

Delhi records 
357 deaths 
due to 
COVID-19, 
highest ever 
in a day
New Delhi, 25 Apr 
[PTI]: Delhi recorded the 
highest single-day rise in 
its COVID-19 death count 
with 357 more people 
dying due to the viral dis-
ease on Saturday as well 
as over 24,000 new cas-
es, according to the latest 
bulletin issued by the city 
health department.

With the fresh cases, 
the national capital's cu-
mulative COVID-19 tally 
has climbed to over 10 
lakh and the death count 
due to the viral disease 
stands at 13,898, the bul-
letin said.

The positivity rate 
stood at 32.27 per cent, 
it added.

The data of the last 
24 hours also revealed 
that the number of ac-
tive coronavirus cases 
in the national capital is 
inching closer to the one-
lakh mark. The tally of 
active cases has climbed 
to 93,080 in the city. A sig-
nificant number of 22,695 
patients recovered from 
the infection in the last 24 
hours, the bulletin said.

A total of 74,702 tests, 
including over 32,000 
rapid-antigen tests, were 
conducted in the said pe-
riod, it added.

A total of 35,455 vaccine 
doses were administered to 
people in the said period 
and the beneficiaries in-
cluded 20,615 who took the 
first dose and 14,840 who 
received the second dose, 
the bulletin said. The num-
ber of containment zones 
in the city has jumped to 
24,802 from 22,000.

Delhi has reported 
nearly 2,500 deaths due 
to the deadly virus in 
the last 12 days. It had 
recorded 348 COVID-19 
fatalities on Friday. The 
positivity rate has dipped 
to 32.27 per cent from 
the 36.24 per cent re-
corded on Thursday, the 
highest so far since the 
pandemic broke out.

The national capital 
had witnessed 28,395 
fresh cases of the in-
fection, the highest sin-
gle-day jump so far, with 
a positivity rate of 32.82 
per cent, on Tuesday.  

ISRO to launch data relay satellite to track Gaganyaan

Tears, prayers, cops and a bulldozer: 
how a Delhi hospital saved 100 lives
New Delhi, 25 Apr 
[PTI]: On a gloomy Sat-
urday afternoon, the dis-
traught staff at the Saroj 
Super Specialty Hospital 
in Delhi broke down and 
started praying anxiously 
as the lives of more than 
100 patients hung by a 
thread amid rapidly de-
pleting oxygen supply.

An oxygen tanker had 
reached the hospital af-
ter the staff spent hours 
running around in search 
of supplies and making 
frantic calls to the gov-
ernment and police.

But the tanker could 
not enter the area where 
the hospital's oxygen 
tank is. The problem: its 
larger-than-normal size. 
The solution: an excava-
tor, which broke down a 
portion of a ramp.

The dramatic scenes 
began to unfold as the 
hospital ran out of oxy-
gen in the afternoon and 
the supply from the ven-
dor never came.

The situation was 
tense over fears of an im-
pending tragedy similar 
to the one at the Jaipur 
Golden Hospital, where 
20 patients died amid a 
shortage of oxygen.

"We really didn't 
know what to do," Pankaj 
Chawla, the owner of the 
hospital, said.

"This was the time 
we started discharging 
patients. We told fami-
lies that we don't have 
oxygen and they can take 
their patients to some 
other healthcare facili-
ties," Pankaj Chawla said.

The hospital, run by a 
trust, discharged 34 pa-
tients during this time. 
Since the rest were on 
ventilators, their families 
were asked to arrange 
oxygen cylinders.

"Most of the patients 
said, ''we will stay... it's 
the same situation ev-

erywhere. Let's see what 
happens''. Thirty-four 
were medically okay to 
go," Pankaj Chawla said.

The hospital went 
to the high court to get 
an order for urgent re-
lief, but help still did not 
come immediately.

By the time the or-
der comes and gets im-
plemented, things were 
changing every minute, 
according to advocate 
Prab Sahay Kaur, who 
represented the hospital 
in the court.

The facility borrowed 
oxygen cylinders from 
various healthcare fa-
cilities, while some Del-
hi government officials 
worked in the back-
ground. Later, the gov-
ernment allotted a tank-
er to it on a sharing basis.

"The tanker came to 
the hospital, but it was 
so big that it couldn't 
get into the area where 
our LMO (liquid medical 
oxygen) tank is," Pankaj 
Chawla said.

"We started breaking 
down a wall and a ramp 
with electric jackham-
mers and whatever we 
had, but it was taking 
time and the tanker had 
to go to the Tirath Ram 
Shah Hospital."

Government officials 
told the hospital that the 
tanker would come back 
after an hour.

"That's the time ev-
erybody thought nothing 
can save us. All of us, my 
doctors, my staff started 
crying. We were running 
out of luck, too," Pankaj 
Chawla recalled.

The hospital staff and 
some police personnel 
frantically rushed to get 
some cylinders filled.

Twenty cylinders 
were brought to the hos-
pital in a Delhi Transport 
Corporation bus. Those 
cylinders lasted 40 min-

utes and actually saved 
the day, he said.

"In the meanwhile, 
we called the mayor, fire 
department... brought in 
a JCB (excavator), which 
broke a portion of the 
wall and the ramp," Pan-
kaj Chawla said.

The police brought 
the tanker back after de-
livering oxygen at the Ti-
rath Ram Shah Hospital.

"It could've been an-
other Jaipur Golden trag-
edy, perhaps, of a bigger 
size... All this time, the 
families were there, help-
ing us," Pankaj Chawla 
said.

At present, there are 
over 100 patients at the 
hospital, the majority of 
them on oxygen support.

The owner thanked 
Prab Sahay Kaur for help-
ing them, saying it was 
"mainly because of her 
we could achieve what 
we did".

Prab Sahay Kaur lik-
ened the whole incident 
to a horror movie.

She said the tanker, 
which went to another 
hospital, was taking time 
to return and all the ven-
tilators had gone com-
pletely empty.

Therefore, each of the 
53 patients had to be tak-
en off the ventilator and 
manually put on BiPAP 
machines. Doctors were 
monitoring each patient, 
trying to control the oxy-
gen pressure and ensure 
the patient is stable, she 
said. In half an hour, the 
oxygen cylinders would 
have run out and cylin-
ders provided by the Del-
hi government were also 
not enough, she said, as 
they literally lost out all 
hope.

At the last moment, 
she added, the tanker did 
come, lives were saved 
and a tragedy was avert-
ed.

New Delhi, 25 Apr [PTI]: 
The Indian Space Re-
search Organisation 
will launch a data relay 
satellite that will help 
maintain contact with 
the Gaganyaan mission 
throughout after the 
launch, sources said.

The satellite will be 
launched before the fi-
nal leg of the Gaganyaan 
mission, which will send 
astronauts to the Lower 
Earth Orbit (LEO). The 
first leg -- the unmanned 
mission -- is to be 
launched in December.

"We're planning to 
launch our own satellite, 
which will act as a data 
relay satellite before go-
ing for the first human 
space flight," the sources 
said.

The ₹ 800-crore proj-
ect has been approved 
and work has been going 
on, they added.

Satellites in orbit can-

not pass along their in-
formation to the ground 
stations on Earth if the 
satellite does not have a 
clear view of the ground 
station. A data relay sat-
ellite serves as a way to 
pass along the satellite's 
information.

The NASA, with a ro-
bust human space mis-
sion programme, also 
has its own data relay 
satellite.

Its Tracking and Data 
Relay Satellite allows it 
to have global coverage 
of all the satellites round 
the clock without having 

to build extra ground sta-
tions on Earth.

The ISRO uses several 
ground stations spread 
across the globe -- Mau-
ritius, Brunei and Biak, 
Indonesia.

Last month, ISRO 
Chairperson K Sivan had 
said the space agency 
was also in talks with the 
Australian counterpart 
to have a ground station 
at the Coco islands for 
the Gaganyaan mission.

However, there are 
blind spots, due to which 
there is a possibility of 
not receiving signals, 

sources added. The data 
relay satellite will help 
address the issues.

Earlier this month, 
the ISRO signed an agree-
ment with French space 
agency CNES for cooper-
ation for the Gaganyaan, 
a move that will enable 
training of Indian flight 
physicians in French 
space agency's facilities.

Under this agree-
ment, CNES-developed 
French equipment, test-
ed and still operating 
aboard the Internation-
al Space Station, will be 
made available to Indian 
crews. The CNES will 
also be supplying fire-
proof carry bags made in 
France to shield equip-
ment from shocks and 
radiation, it said.

Last month, four pro-
spective astronauts also 
returned to India after 
spending nearly a year in 
Russia.
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WRITE US: 
Readers are invited to comment on, criticise, run 
down, even appreciate if they like something in 
this paper. Letters carrying abusive/ indecorous 
language and personal attacks, except when 
against people responsible in this newspaper 
(who are fair game), will have to be ignored. 
Letters which carry forward a conversation or 
initiate a dialogue will command immediate 
attention and receive prominence.  Mail us at: 
news@summittimes.com

Celebrate Merit to 
Save the Future

The young are already good, inspire 
them towards greatness now 

Some years ago, the State Government institut-
ed an all-expenses paid scholarship for stu-

dents securing admission on merit in the top-20 
Universities of the world. A generous education-
al loan scheme has also been announced so that 
no student has to forego academic pursuits due 
to financial constraints and youth are being rou-
tinely sponsored to skill-upgradation courses 
and then assisted for job placements. For the still 
younger, there is the Chief Minister’s Meritori-
ous Scholarship Scheme which selects students 
on merit after class V from government school to 
place on full scholarship to public schools of re-
pute outside and within Sikkim. And then there 
are the substantial cash awards now in place for 
the best-performing students [as also teachers].

These initiatives are welcome, because each 
one rewards merit instead of dispensing sops 
which would have been much easier to organize 
and still easier to rig. The sops are still there in 
the form of quotas and the continuing practice 
of favouring “connections”, but these are now in 
competition with the recognition instituted for 
merit. The competitive spirit that the govern-
ment has been seeking to promote in the young-
er generation will always be in conflict with the 
celebration of protectionism that obsesses the 
older generation, but with these new initiatives 
in place, especially the meritorious scholarship 
scheme and its recognition of the toppers, one 
can expect grander results. More and more stu-
dents are aspiring for similar recognition and 
adulation as has been accorded to their seniors 
through this scheme, and as the feelings grows 
more infectious, it will trigger more competi-
tion, and once instilled at such a young age, it 
will stay with even those students who do not 
make the cut for the scholarships.

What is more, because the rewards are tied to 
performance, students and parents will also per-
haps become more demanding and ensure that 
government schools are managed better, teach-
ers made more accountable and the selection 
and transfer processes made more need-based 
instead of instigated by recommendation. All 
these are benefits that ‘could’ accrue from the 
move to reward merit, but what is a definite is 
that it is now proven that the young have be-
come important, at least for the policy makers. 
And that alone is welcome news, because the 
young have been blindsided for far too long in 
Sikkim. 

One can expect the focus on merit to get 
dulled with every election cycle, and that is al-
ready been happening, but what is important 
to bear in mind is that a much stronger prece-
dence has been instituted with the CM’s Merit 
Scholarship scheme. One hopes that the exec-
utive remembers that when the scholarships 
were announced, it was underlined that Sikkim’s 
children are already “good” and that with policy 
initiatives like the one discussed here, they will 
be encouraged to pursue “greatness”. Of course, 
for the policy to deliver, parents will need to 
get involved in education, not by making their 
wards study more, but by ensuring that the gov-
ernment schools that the children go to impart 
education that gives them a fighting chance at 
reaching for glory. It is important that initiatives 
like this are rescued from traditionalists [who 
look at learning by rote as the only education of 
consequence because they sit in offices because 
of this system]  and the politicians who see sops 
and privilege as aspirational.

New Malaria Vaccine Proves Highly Effective – and 
COVID Shows How Quickly it Could be Deployed

Do you really need to drink 8 glasses of water a day? 
An exercise scientist explains why your kidneys say ‘no’

TAMARA HEW-BUTLER
theconversation.com

The warmer weather and longer 
days have inspired reminders to 

“stay hydrated” and drink eight glass-
es of water – or about two liters – a 
day.

Not to burst anyone’s water bot-
tle, but healthy people can actually 
die from drinking too much water. I 
am an exercise physiologist, and my 
research focuses on overhydration 
and how drinking too much water 
affects the body. Since water – and 
sodium – balance is essential to life, 
it is extremely rare for people to die 
from drinking too much – or too lit-
tle – fluid. In most cases, your body’s 
finely tuned molecular processes are 
unconsciously taking care of you.

WATER OUT, WATER IN
As spring unfolds, hydration 

challenges take root across schools, 
sports and workplaces. These heavily 
marketed hydration challenges serve 
to cultivate both camaraderie and 
friendly competition to ensure that 
we drink compulsory amounts of wa-
ter throughout the day.

Hydration and “Gallon Challeng-
es” support the widely held belief that 
water consumption beyond physio-
logical need – or thirst – is healthy.

But this is not so. Individual body 
water needs – intake – are primarily 
based upon how much water people 
lose. How much water each person 
needs to drink mainly depends on 
three factors:

- Body weight. Bigger people 
need more water.

- Environmental temperature. 
When it’s hotter, people sweat and 
lose water.

- Physical activity levels. In-

creased exercise intensity increases 
sweat water losses.

Therefore, a “one size fits all” fluid 
replacement strategy, such as drink-
ing eight glasses of eight ounces of 
water per day, is inappropriate for 
everyone.

It remains unclear where the “8 
x 8” water intake recommendation 
comes from. Perhaps, this two-liter 
intake threshold is derived from a 
misinterpretation of original recom-
mendations offered by the U.S. Food 
and Nutrition Board in 1945 as well 
as the 2017 European Food Safety 
Authority, which states the daily rec-
ommended amount of water includes 
all beverages plus the moisture con-
tained in foods.

This means that the moisture con-
tained in foods, especially fresh fruits, 
sodas, juices, soups, milk, coffee and, 
yes, even beer, contributes to this dai-
ly recommended water requirement. 
These guidelines go on to suggest 
that most of the recommended water 
content can be accomplished without 
drinking additional cups of plain wa-
ter.

And, it is important to note that 
while alcohol has diuretic properties 
– ethanol acts directly on the kidneys 
to make us pee more – caffeinated 
beverages, like tea and coffee, do not 
increase urinary water losses above 
the amount of water contained in 
these beverages.

KING KIDNEY
Now, you may be wondering why 

this is so. After all, you’ve heard from 
a lot of people that you need to drink 
more, more, more.

Because total body water balance, 
or what we exercise scientists call ho-
meostasis, is complicated, mammals 
survive by making real-time adjust-

ments at the kidney. That’s why when 
it comes to hydration, our kidneys are 
king.

Within each kidney – we need only 
one (i.e., we are born with a spare, 
just in case) – is an undercover net-
work of aquaporin-2 (AQP-2) water 
channels that respond to a hormone 
called arginine vasopressin. This is 
the body’s main anti-diuretic (water 
retention) hormone. It is secreted 
by the posterior pituitary gland in 
response to nerve signals sent from 
specialized brain sensors which de-
tect subtle changes in water balance. 
These specialized sensors are called 
circumventricular organs.

The kidneys will make molecular 
adjustments to both underhydration 
and overhydration within 40 seconds 
in response to any upset in the water 
balance. These adjustments result 
from the mobilization armies of AQP-
2 water channels, numbering about 
12 million per collecting duct cell.

This is why when we drink more 
water than our body needs – above 
thirst – we immediately have to pee 
out any excess water. Or when we 
forget our water bottle during prac-
tice, we stop peeing to conserve 
body water. This quick coordinated 
action between the brain, cranial 
nerves and kidneys is far more ef-
ficient and precise than any phone 
app, gadget or personalized recom-
mendation available. 

IS THERE ANYTHING GOOD TO 
COME OUT OF THIS?

Data suggests that drinking about 
two liters of water per day reduc-
es kidney stone formation in people 
with a history of kidney stones and 
decreases the number of bladder in-
fections in people with a history of 
bladder infections.

Improvement in skin complexion, 
kidney function and constipation, 
with increased water consumption, 
are not clearly supported by science. 
Drinking extra water alone does not 
help kids lose weight unless water 
intake replaces the ingestion of high-
er-caloric beverages, such as soda, or 
makes people feel “full” before meals.

Drinking water can affect some 
people’s mental state. Some studies 
report better cognitive performance 
after increasing water intake; while 
females with anxiety report com-
pulsive water intake makes them 
feel better, likely from activation of 
reward circuits that increase dopa-
mine. Many schizophrenic patients 
are compulsive water drinkers, stat-
ing that “voices” tell them to drink 
and that drinking water suppresses 
these voices.

Of note, brain imaging studies 
confirm that superfluous drinking 
is unpleasant and requires greater 
muscular effort than drinking when 
thirsty. Our brain tries to discourage 
chronic overdrinking, or polydipsia, 
because “social polydipsia” causes 
chronic peeing (polyuria), which can 
lead to internal plumbing modifi-
cations such as bladder distention, 
ureter dilation, hydronephrosis and 
renal failure.

So, do you need to drink eight 
glasses of water per day? Unless you 
are thirsty, drinking extra water will 
probably not offer superior health 
benefits but probably is not harmful 
either. However, if kidneys could talk, 
they would say that hydration chal-
lenges represent nothing more than 
highly marketed peeing contests.

[the writer is Associate 
Professor of Exercise and Sports 

Science, Wayne State University]

ADRIAN HILL
theconversation.com

Coronavirus vaccines have been developed and 
deployed in record time, but as global rollout 

has progressed, too few doses have been made 
available in low-income countries. It’s a stark re-
minder that when it comes to infectious diseases, 
the world’s poorest often get left behind.

This is a problem that extends far beyond 
COVID-19. In Africa, for example, malaria has prob-
ably caused four times as many deaths as COVID-19 
over the past year. Thankfully, our new research 
shows that an effective vaccine against malaria 
could now be closer than ever before.

For the first time, a vaccine has shown high ef-
ficacy in trials – preventing the disease 77% of the 
time among those receiving it. This is a landmark 
achievement. The WHO’s target efficacy for malaria 
vaccines is over 75%. Until now, this level has never 
been reached.

The speed and success of developing COVID-19 
vaccines shows what’s possible, and should be an 
inspiration to get this malaria vaccine finished, 
licensed and distributed. It’s important not just 
because of the threat malaria poses, but also be-
cause investing in vaccines can help prepare us for 
the next pandemic. Work on this vaccine helped 
speed the development of the Oxford vaccine for 
COVID-19 as well.

The World Health Organization estimates there 
were 229 million cases of malaria in 2019. Globally, 
malaria’s annual death toll stands at over 400,000, 
with no improvement in the last five years. Two-
thirds of this terrible loss is among African children 
under five years of age.

Billions of dollars are being spent each year 
on bed nets, insecticide spraying and antimalarial 
drugs just to keep death rate as it is. New technolo-
gies are needed, especially as the WHO is targeting 
a 90% reduction in deaths by 2030.

No malaria vaccine has yet been authorised for 
use, though the idea of controlling malaria by vac-
cination has been around for a long time. The first 
scientific report was from Algiers in 1910. Clini-
cal trials began in the 1940s, got serious from the 

1980s onwards and, today, over 140 malaria vac-
cine candidates have been tested in humans.

But none has progressed to approval and de-
ployment. The science is tough. The malaria para-
site is complex, with more than 5,000 genes, mean-
ing it has many different characteristics for vaccine 
designers to choose to target. SARS-CoV-2, the vi-
rus that causes COVID-19, has just 12 genes, and 
its spike protein was the obvious target for vaccine 
scientists.

Malaria parasites have evolved with humans 
and their ancestors over the last 30 million years, 
not only generating a multitude of strains but also 
impacting our own evolution, with gene variants that 
lessened the effects of malaria being passed on over 
time. Worse still, these parasites generate chronic in-
fections in millions, suppressing the human immune 
response that a vaccine tries to generate.

NEW SUCCESS WITH A NEW VACCINE
But progress on malaria vaccine development is 

accelerating, as illustrated by a new report from a 
multi-national group of researchers, including my-
self, published in the Lancet. The team of Profes-
sor Halidou Tinto, based in Ouagadougou, Burkina 
Faso, studied the new R21 malaria vaccine in 450 
children – the key population where a vaccine is 
most urgently needed. They found it to be safe and 
have unprecedented efficacy in those aged 5-17 
months.

In this controlled trial, 105 of the 147 children 
who received a placebo contracted malaria. But of 
the 292 who received a dose of the vaccine, only 
81 contracted the disease – surpassing the WHO’s 
75% target for protection. A phase 3 trial – to test 
the safety and efficacy of the vaccine in a much 
larger number of people – will start in four African 
countries in late April 2021, aiming for accelerated 
approvals if successful.

Scientists in four continents contributed to the 
design and testing of this promising vaccine. De-
sign and early development took place at the Jen-
ner Institute at the University of Oxford, where ma-
laria vaccine clinical trials have been pursued since 
1999. “Challenge” studies in Oxford, Southampton 
and London, where volunteers are deliberately in-
fected with malaria by mosquito bites to test vac-

cine efficacy, highlighted the potential of the R21 
vaccine. An adjuvant component for the vaccine is 
required and provided by Novavax, a biotechnology 
company in the US and Sweden.

Manufacturing of the vaccine is ongoing at the 
world’s largest vaccine supplier, the Serum Insti-
tute of India. This malaria partnership with was 
already in place last year when COVID-19 struck, 
allowing us to pivot rapidly to manufacturing the 
Oxford coronavirus vaccine. (The method it uses 
for delivery, a chimpanzee adenovirus called Ch-
AdOx1, is a technology previously tested for use 
against malaria.) Having this collaboration already 
in place, even prior to our partnership with Astra-
Zeneca, helped the Indian company accelerate its 
COVID-19 vaccine manufacturing such that today it 
is producing more doses than anywhere else.

Could the same rapid, large-scale production 
happen for malaria vaccines? Maybe, but there are 
risks. Another promising vaccine candidate – from 
GlaxoSmithKline, called RTS,S – hit safety issues in 
its major phase 3 trial five years ago, and this has 
delayed its approval while further large-scale as-
sessments take place.

Financing will also be required for malaria vac-
cine deployment, but with the low-cost large-scale 
manufacturing capacity in India available, an inex-
pensive widely accessible vaccine should be achiev-
able. However, as COVID-19 is increasing in several 
parts of Africa, this could potentially impact the 
R21 vaccine phase 3 trials that are starting soon in 
Mali, Burkina Faso, Tanzania and Kenya.

The UK has long been a force in global health 
research, and fighting malaria is a flagship activity. 
Funding has been hit hard by this year’s reduction 
in the overseas aid budget. But COVID-19 has high-
lighted the importance of maintaining capacity in 
vaccine research and development, as well as the 
feasibility of moving more quickly than ever before 
to vaccine approval and supply.

One lasting benefit of a terrible pandemic might 
be a quicker route to a malaria vaccine and a safer 
future for children in some of the world’s poorest 
countries.

[the writer is Director of the Jenner 
Institute, University of Oxford]
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Union minister Babul Supriyo 
tests positive for COVID

COVID-positive TMC candidate dies at Kolkata hospital

BJP flouting poll body's Covid safety rules, 
alleges Trinamool's Abhishek Banerjee

Andamans reports 45 new 
COVID-19 cases, one more death

Kathmandu district administration offices halt 
services other than essential ones for a week

Kolkata, 25 Apr [PTI]: 
Trinamool Congress 
(TMC) MP Abhishek 
Banerjee on Saturday 
attacked the BJP for al-
legedly organising cam-
paign rallies, flouting the 
Election Commission's 
(EC) Covid safety pro-
tocols amid a massive 
surge in cases, and urged 
the poll panel to take 
note of the violations.

While the TMC has 
cancelled public meet-
ings the day EC banned 
road shows, rallies and 
allowed meetings with 
a maximum of 500 peo-
ple, the BJP is refusing 
to obey the rules endan-
gering people's lives, Mr 
Banerjee claimed in a live 
interaction on Facebook.

He alleged that 
10,000 people attended a 
BJP rally in Bengal's Mal-
da on Saturday.

"The EC allowed ral-
lies with 500 people, but 

did nothing to monitor 
the restriction. The EC 
should have clubbed the 
remaining phases (of the 
election)," he said.

The BJP has no con-

cern for people's lives, he 
alleged.

"The PM deprived 
130 crore people of the 
country and sent the 
COVID-19 vaccine to 80 

countries to boost his im-
age. Now there is around 
three lakh cases and 
2,000 deaths daily in the 
country," he said accus-
ing the Narendra Modi 
government of mishan-
dling the situation.

In BJP-ruled states 
such as Uttar Pradesh 
and Gujarat, people are 
not getting beds in hos-
pitals, crying for oxygen 
on streets and cremato-
riums are overflowing 
with bodies, he claimed.

To prevent such a sit-
uation in West Bengal, 
Mamata Banerjee, who 
successfully contained 
the coronavirus situa-
tion last year, must be at 
the helm, the TMC leader 
said.

Assam says it will import 
oxygen from Bhutan

Kathmandu, 25 Apr 
[KathmanduPost]: Af-
ter nine officials of the 
Kathmandu District Ad-
ministration Office in-
cluding three assistant 
chief district officers 
were infected with coro-
navirus, all three district 
administration offic-
es have decided to halt 
their services other than 
essential ones for one 
week.

“We have decided to 
halt our services other 
than essential ones for a 
week,” said Kali Prasad 
Rijal, Chief District Offi-
cer of Kathmandu. “We 
had to take this decision 
after some of our officials 
tested positive for the 
coronavirus and as cases 
are increasing fast.”

The decision was 
prompted also because 
one of the three assistant 
chief district officers was 
rushed to hospital, sources 
at the district administra-
tion office Kathmandu said.

However, the Bhakta-
pur and Lalitpur district 
administration offices 

are yet to conduct PCR 
tests on its staff.

The services which 
are halted include issu-
ing of new citizenship 
certificates, copies of 
citizenship, certificate 
of identity for children, 
recommendation for and 
distribution of passports, 
registration of arms, reg-
istration and renewal of 
organisations and regis-
tration of newspapers.

However, essential 
services including appli-
cations related to peace 
and security and works 
related to different cas-
es and other essential 
recommendations will 
continue.

The three chief dis-
trict officers have also 
decided to direct offices 
where crowds gather like 
municipalities, land reve-
nue offices and transport 
offices to manage ser-
vices developing weekly 
routines so as to avoid 
crowding and that the 
District Covid-19 Crisis 
Management Centre will 
take necessary decisions 

if they cannot control 
crowds.

Chief District Offi-
cer of Bhaktapur Prem 
Prasad Bhattarai said 
they have decided to con-
trol crowds at the gov-
ernment offices through-
out Kathmandu Valley as 
the virus has been fast 
spreading.

“Things are get-
ting serious so we were 
forced to take strong 
measures to control the 
virus,” said Lalit Basnet, 
assistant chief district of-
ficer of Lalitpur, who had 
attended the meetings 
of three chief district of-
ficers Sunday in the ab-
sence of Lalitpur’s Chief 
District Officer. “We are 
trying to control crowds 
for now.”

In the last 24 hours 
3,032 new cases were 
detected in the country 
among which 1,498 are 
from the three districts 
of Kathmandu Valley. Of 
the 1,498 new cases of 
Kathmandu Valley 1,132 
were from Kathmandu 
district alone.

Nalbari (Assam), Apr 25 
(PTI): Assam Health Min-
ister Himanta Biswa Sar-
ma on Sunday said that 
the state government 
has made arrangements 
to import oxygen from 
neighbouring Bhutan.

Speaking to report-
ers here, Sarma said 
there will be no short-
age of Remdesivir as he 
requested drug manu-
facturer Sun Pharma to 
expedite the production 
at its Palasbari plant to 
80,000 vials per week 
week.

"Regarding oxygen, 
we have moved ahead. 
There is a new oxygen 
plant being set up in Bhu-
tan. Today, we have made 
arrangements to procure 
oxygen from there," he 
said.

Sarma further said 
that the Assam govern-
ment was not aware of an 
oxygen plant in Dimapur 
in Nagaland, and now it 
will sign a Memorandum 
of Understanding with 
the neighbouring state 

for procurement.
"The oxygen level 

that we are able to man-
age, I think there will not 
be any problem until sev-
eral thousand patients 
arrive at the hospitals," 
he added.

The health minister 
visited Sun Pharma's Pa-
lasbari plant near Guwa-
hati during the day.

"We have good news. 
We were searching for 
Remdesivir across the 
world. I did not know 
that Remdesivir was 
being manufactured 
in Assam. When I vis-
ited the Sun Pharma 
plant at Palasbari 
this morning, I  came 
to know that 80,000 
Remdesivirs can be pro-
duced every week in As-
sam," he added.

He requested the 
company to scale up the 
production to ensure 
that there is no shortage 
in the state.

"ICU beds have also 
been ramped up. I be-
lieve we will be able to 

manage the COVID-19 
crisis very fast like last 
year," Sarma said.

When asked about 
the possibility of lock-
down in Assam, he said 
there is no necessity for 
any such drastic step at 
this moment.

"When do we an-
nounce a lockdown? It is 
done when there is no ox-
ygen, injection, medicine, 
kit in hospitals, then we 
get temporary relief by 
implementing lockdown. 
There is a lockdown in 
Delhi because the Delhi 
CM himself said there is 
no oxygen.

"But, everything is 
there in Assam as of now. 
So, there is no need for 
thinking about a lock-
down. The way we are 
managing the things, I 
think the chance of lock-
down in Assam is ex-
tremely rare," the minis-
ter said.

The total closure of 
educational institutions 
in the state will be decid-
ed after May 2, he said.

Kolkata, Apr 25 (PTI): 
Union Minister Babul Su-
priyo Sunday informed 
that he and his wife have 
tested positive for COVID 
and hence he wont be 
able to vote in Asansol on 
April 26.

Supriyo has tested 
positive for the virus for 
the second time.

He, however, said 
mentally he will be with 
the BJP candidates of the 
Asansol area and will 
monitor the situation 
from home.

"Both me & my wife 
have tested positive. Me 
for the 2nd time!! V Sad 
that I won't be able to 
vote in Asansol. I need-
ed to be there on the 
road too for the 26th 
polls where 'desperate' 

@AITCofficial goons hv 
already unleashed their 
terror machinery to dis-
rupt free & fair polls," Su-
priyo tweeted.

"However, the #TM-
chhi terror machinery 
who I hv handled (well) 
since 2014 may not re-
joiceWil b doing my du-
ties frm my room & b 
right by my candidates 
mentally in everyway 
possible to ensure 9/9 
seats there," he said in a 
series of tweets.

Supriyo, a two-time 
MP from Asansol, is con-
testing assembly election 
from Tollygunge assembly 
seat where voting is over.

The seventh phase of 
elections in 36 assembly 
segments in West Bengal 
will be held on April 26.

Port Blair, Apr 25 
(PTI): Forty-five more 
people tested positive 
for COVID-19 in Anda-
man and Nicobar Islands, 
pushing the coronavirus 
tally in the union territo-
ry of 5,614, a health de-
partment official said on 
Sunday.

The COVID-19 death 
toll rose to 66 as one 
more person succumbed 
to the disease in the last 
24 hours, he said

Thirty-eight new 
COVID-19 cases were 
detected during contact 
tracing while seven were 
airport arrivals, the offi-
cial said.

Passengers arriving 
by flight from other plac-
es have to take the Rapid 
Antigen Test at the air-
port here before they are 
allowed entry into the 
islands.

Fifty-two people re-
covered from the disease 
in the last 24 hours, tak-
ing the total number of 
COVID-19 recoveries in 
the archipelago to 5,410.

The union territo-
ry now has 138 active 
COVID-19 cases with 130 
patients in South Anda-
man district and eight in 

North and Middle Anda-
man district. The Nico-
bar district has no active 
COVID-19 case at pres-
ent, he said.

The administration 
has so far tested over 
3,61,594 samples for 
COVID-19. The test pos-
itivity rate is 1.55 per 
cent, he said.

Meanwhile, chief 
secretary Jitendra Nara-
in Saturday interacted 
with heads of represen-
tatives of all religions in 
Andaman and Nicobar 
Islands and sought their 
active cooperation in the 
administration's fight 
against COVID-19.

The chief secretary 
said if the number of 
cases in the islands 
crosses a certain mark, 
the administration will 
be forced to take strin-
gent measures.

He opined that reli-
gious heads can also play 
a major role in reaching 
out to the people and 
making them under-
stand the benefits of get-
ting vaccinated and the 
importance of wearing 
masks and maintaining 
social distancing and 
hand wash.

Don't worry about Covid, cast vote: 
Mamata Banerjee on poll eve

Massive wildfire in Mizoram's Lunglei district

Kolkata, 25 Apr [NDTV]: 
Bengal Chief Minister Ma-
mata Banerjee shredded 
the Centre today over its 
handling of the coronavi-
rus pandemic, especially 
in terms of oxygen short-
age and vaccine prices. 
Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi, she said, only gives 
"bhashan" (speeches). 
On her part, she said 
the Covid patients in the 
state "should vote" and 
that she has asked the 
Chief Secretary to make 
arrangements. "Don't 
worry about Covid. I am 
your pehradar (watch-
man),"she said.

"I am doing more 
Covid meetings than 
campaign meets," Ms Ba-
nerjee said at a virtual 
rally today -- held at Beh-
rampore in Murshidabad 
district -- after cancelling 
all her political rallies 
last week in view of the 
Covid crisis.

On Thursday, PM 
Modi had also cancelled 
his four scheduled ral-
lies -- hours before the 

Election Commission 
announced multiple re-
strictions -- and held a 
single, virtual meeting.

Political leaders have 
been facing criticism 
for their preoccupation 
with elections in Bengal, 
when thousands are dy-
ing in the second surge of 
the pandemic that's fast 
spinning out of control.

Ms Banerjee said, 
"Only Bengal stands up to 
the Centre and tells it like 
it is. That's why this elec-
tion is important. The 
whole country is watch-
ing these elections".

"PM is doing Maan ka 
Baat. Who is interested? 
We need Covid ka baat. 
Our oxygen is getting di-
verted to Uttar Pradesh," 
she said.

"Modi gave bhashan 
(speech) and ran away. 
If vaccines were admin-
istered by now,  the out-
break would be less se-
vere. He sent vaccine free 
to 80 countries," she said.

Meanwhile at home, 
the BJP-ruled states are 

using subterfuges to dis-
guise the situation, she 
said. "Uttar Pradesh has 
put up walls around cre-
mation grounds. Same 
in Assam and Tripura," 
she said. "You are lucky 
to be in Bengal where 
there are no 'divides'," 
she added.   Bengal, she 
said, has asked 100 pri-
vate hospitals to set 
aside 60 per cent beds 
for Covid patients.

"PM says 'one nation, 
one leader'. Why not one 
price for vaccine? Why 
one price for the Centre, 
and another for states? 
Why all the vaccine is go-
ing to Gujarat and Uttar 
Pradesh?"

Till Saturday, Bengal 
had cumulatively vacci-
nated  99,37,069 people 
so far.

The state still has two 
more rounds of elections 
to go. The seventh phase 
of polls will be held to-
morrow, the last phase 
on April 29. The counting 
of votes will take place 
on May 2.

Kolkata, Apr 25 (PTI): 
TMC candidate from 
Khardah assembly con-
stituency Kajal Sinha, 
who had tested positive 
for COVID-19, died at a 
hospital here on Sunday 
morning, an official of 
the state health depart-
ment said.

Sinha (59) was found 
to have contracted the vi-
ral disease two days ago, 
following which he was 
admitted to Beliaghata ID 

hospital, the official said. 
TMC supremo and Chief 
Minister Mamata Baner-
jee expressed shock and 
grief over his demise.

"Very, very sad. 
Shocked. Kajal Sinha, 
our candidate from 
Khardaha, succumbed 
to Covid. He dedicated 
his life to serving peo-
ple & just fought a tire-
less campaign. He was a 
long-serving committed 
member of @AITCoffi-

cial. We will miss him. My 
condolences to his family 
& his admirers," Banerjee 
tweeted. Polling was held 
in Khardah constituency 
on April 22.

Earlier this month, 
Pradip Kumar Nandi, the 
Revolutionary Socialist 
Party (RSP)candidate 
from Jangipur seat, and 
Congress nominee from 
Samserganj constituen-
cy Rezaul Haque suc-
cumbed to the disease.

Aizawl, 25 Apr [NDTV]: A massive fire 
has engulfed the forests in the outskirts 
of Lunglei town, the district headquar-
ters in south-central Mizoram, since 
Saturday. The wildfire that has been 
burning for more than 24 hours now is 
rapidly spreading towards Chandmary 
in the Lawngtlai district in southern 
part of the state.

While the reason for the wildfire is 
yet to be ascertained, the Lunglei dis-
trict authorities and fire fighters are 
reeling into all its resources to douse it.

It is suspected that Jhum cultivation 
or shifting cultivation may have been 
the reason behind the inferno.

On the requisition of the Mizoram 
Government, the Indian Air Force is 

deploying two Mi-17V5 helicopters, 
equipped with Bambi Bucket, to douse 
the major fire in Lunglei district and ad-
joining areas.

This exercise has become daunt-
ing, considering the water scarcity the 
state faces during the pre-monsoon 
phase, coupled with a major number 
of district's resources that are already 
engaged in thwarting the COVID-19 re-
surgence.

Several fire tenders have incurred 
burns though no major injuries or ca-
sualties have been reported so far.

The locals in the area are assisting 
the firefighting personnel and other 
government authorities in bringing the 
situation under control.
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Amit settles for bronze at 
Governor's Cup in Russia

Everton victory compounds 
Arsenal misery as fans protestIsmaila Sarr Penalty Secures 

Promotion For Watford
London, 25 Apr [AFP]: 
Watford bounced back 
to the Premier League 
at the first time of ask-
ing after Saturday's 1-0 
win over Millwall sealed 
promotion. Brentford's 
win at Bournemouth 
earlier in the day meant 
that only three points 
would be good enough 
for Xisco Munoz's men 
to be promoted along-
side Norwich, who came 
down with them last sea-
son. Ismaila Sarr's early 
penalty gave Watford the 
perfect start, but they 
had to withstand a nervy 
finale to guarantee their 
place back in the prestige 
and riches of the English 
top-flight.

Prior to Munoz's ap-
pointment on December 
20, automatic promotion 
looked unlikely after dip 
in form under Vladimir 
Ivic. However, 17 wins in 
just 24 league games un-
der the Spaniard helped 
amass a 10-point lead 
over Brentford, who have 
just three games left to 
play.

"Everyone helped me, 
I have a big group behind 

me and it was an excel-
lent run in the to the sea-
son," said Munoz.

"I have been lucky 
with the players, we have 
a great connection, when 
everyone works with the 
same ideas and passion."

Brentford are now 
at least guaranteed a 
playoff spot with Bour-
nemouth, Barnsley and 
Swansea almost cer-
tain to join them in the 
battle for the final pro-

motion place. Barnsley 
moved nine points clear 
of seventh-placed Read-
ing with a hard-fought 
1-0 win over struggling 
Rotherham thanks to 
Carlton Morris's early 
goal.

A week after secur-
ing their promotion, 
Norwich closed in on 
the Championship title 
with a 3-1 win at Queens 
Park Rangers to maintain 
their five-point lead over 

Watford with two games 
to go. Xavi Quintilla, Max 
Aarons and Emiliano Bu-
endia were on target for 
Daniel Farke's men at 
Loftus Road.

At the other end of 
the table, all of the bot-
tom three lost to give 
Wayne Rooney's Der-
by a reprieve despite 
the Rams losing 2-1 at 
home to Birmingham. 
Rotherham and Sheffield 
Wednesday, who lost 3-1 

at Middlesbrough, are 
still four points behind 
Derby, although Rother-
ham have two games in 
hand to try and overturn 
that gap.

Bottom-of-the table 
Wycombe were realisti-
cally relegated by a 2-1 
defeat at Cardiff.

The Wanderers are 
six points adrift of Derby 
but have also have a 13-
goal gap to bridge on goal 
difference.

Jurgen Klopp admits Liverpool don't 
"deserve" Champions League next season

Timo Werner's goal tightens Chelsea's grip on 
top four after 1-0 win over West Ham United

53 sailors presumed dead 
after sunken Indonesia 

submarine found

Delhi Police launches Plasma Donors' 
Data Bank amid unprecedented spike

London, 25 Apr [AFP]: 
Chelsea took control 
of the battle to secure 
Champions League foot-
ball next season as Timo 
Werner's goal earned a 
1-0 win over West Ham 
on Saturday. After a week 
dominated by England's 
'big six' aiming to guar-
antee top level Europe-
an football every season 
via a breakaway Super 
League (ESL), Chelsea 
and Liverpool turned 
their attentions to trying 
to earn a top-four Pre-
mier League finish on the 
field. Manchester City, 
Manchester United, Arse-
nal and Tottenham were 
the other four English 
clubs involved in propos-
als for the ESL, which col-
lapsed within 48 hours of 
its launch after a furious 
backlash from govern-
ments, governing bodies, 
players and fans.

The Blues are now in 
pole position for fourth 
as just a second Premier 
League goal in 22 games 
for Werner opened up a 
three-point advantage 
over the fifth-placed 
Hammers. Thomas 
Tuchel blamed the dis-

traction of huge protests 
outside Stamford Bridge 
on the night the ESL pro-
posals crumbled for a 0-0 
draw against Brighton on 
Tuesday.

The German made 
six changes with one eye 
also on the first leg of his 
side's Champions League 
semi-final against Real 
Madrid on Tuesday.

However, Chelsea's 
superior strength in 
depth showed against 
an injury-hit West Ham 
without Michail Antonio, 
Declan Rice and Aaron 
Cresswell.

"We did not talk one 
word about Super League 
from Tuesday on," said 
Tuchel. "I felt everybody 
very concentrated and 
enjoying the focus on just 
the game."

The result could have 
been very different had 
Chelsea defender Cesar 
Azpilicueta not escaped 
strong claims for hand-
ball inside his own area 
as he deflected a shot 
wide midway through 
the first half.

Werner has failed to 
live up to his £50 million 
($69 million) price tag 

since joining from RB 
Leipzig last summer.

But the German end-
ed his two-month goal 
drought with a com-
posed finish from Ben 
Chilwell's cross two min-
utes before half-time.

After the break, 
though, Werner showed 
the profligacy in front 
of goal that has charac-
terised his season as he 
somehow turned the re-
bound wide after Lukasz 
Fabianski parried Mason 
Mount's long-range ef-
fort.

The in-form Jesse 
Lingard came closest to 
an equaliser for the hosts 
as his looping effort drift-
ed just wide.

But the Hammers' 
hopes were killed off 10 
minutes from time when 
Fabian Balbuena was 
harshly sent off after a 
VAR review for his fol-
low-through on Chilwell 
after clearing the ball.

"I thought it was a 
rubbish decision," said 
West Ham boss David 
Moyes. "I think it is a 
decision made by some-
body who has never 
played the game."

New Delhi, 25 Apr 
[NDTV]: The Delhi Po-
lice, in an attempt to help 
families of Covid patients 
find convalescent plasma 
easily, is now preparing 
an extensive data bank 
of willing donors and 
connecting them with 
patients.

Called the 'Life Sav-
ing Plasma Donors' Data 
Bank', the initiative has 
been launched on the of-
ficial website of the Delhi 
Police.

With the help of this 
digital data bank, fam-
ilies of Covid patients 
recommended plasma 
therapy by doctors will 
be able to immediately 
contact the donors, Delhi 
Police said in a release.

On the day of launch, 
12 donors have regis-
tered themselves on the 
platform, it said.

The Delhi Police has 
added a tab called "Do-
nate Plasma, Save Lives" 
to its website which 
when clicked opens up 
a window with two op-
tions: one for donors and 
one for those requesting 
plasma.

Clicking on either 
opens up a form that lets 
donors and recipients 
fill up their details to get 
registered on the data-
base.

A dedicated team of 
Delhi Police will check 
the applications received 
from patients and match 
them with donors and 
then establish a line of 
contact between them.

Delhi Police Commis-
sioner SN Srivastava has 
appealed to everyone 
who has recovered from 
the virus to come for-
ward and register them-

selves as a donor on this 
platform. Delhi, and the 
rest of the country, has 
been seeing a tidal wave 
of coronavirus infections 
as a devastating second 
wave sweeps through 
the country. Patients and 
their families in the na-
tional capital - the worst-
hit city by Covid - are 
struggling to find beds 
in hospitals, medicines, 
plasma and oxygen.

As the demand for 
oxygen skyrocketed in 
the second wave of in-
fections, hospitals in Del-
hi have been sounding 
alarms on social media 
over the last two days, re-
questing authorities for a 
supply of the life saving 
gas. Delhi on Saturday re-
corded over 24,000 cases 
of coronavirus with 357 
deaths - the highest sin-
gle-spike in fatalities.

Jakarta, 25 Apr [alJa-
zeera]: Indonesian offi-
cials say debris from a 
missing submarine was 
found after the vessel 
sank as hopes of rescu-
ing 53 sailors on board 
faded.

The search team on 
Sunday focused on pin-
pointing the sub’s exact 
location. Authorities 
warned any salvage op-
eration would be risky 
and difficult in the deep 
waters.

Singapore’s MV Swift 
Rescue – a submarine 
rescue vessel – arrived 
to aid in the recovery ef-
fort, the navy said. Neigh-
bouring Malaysia as well 
as the United States, In-
dia and Australia were 
among the nations help-
ing in the search.

Items located from 
the stricken submarine 
included a bottle of lu-
bricant and a device that 
protects a torpedo, Air 
Marshall Hadi Tjahjanto 
said.

“The objects found 
near the last location 
of the submarine are 
believed to be parts of 
the submarine,” he said. 
“These objects would 
have never got out of the 
submarine unless there 
was pressure.”

The submarine – one 
of five in Indonesia’s 
fleet – disappeared on 
Wednesday during live 
torpedo training exercis-
es off the Indonesian hol-
iday island of Bali.

Navy chief Yudo 
Margono said on Satur-
day that rescuers found 
several items, includ-
ing parts of a torpedo 
straightener, a grease 
bottle believed to be 
used to oil the periscope, 

and prayer rugs from the 
submarine.

“With the authen-
tic evidence we found 
believed to be from the 
submarine, we have now 
moved from the sub miss 
phase to sub sunk,” Mar-
gono said.

Indonesia earlier 
considered the subma-
rine that disappeared off 
Bali as just missing. But 
now officials declared 
the submarine sank.

Authorities said it 
was unlikely that there 
was an explosion on 
board the submarine, Al 
Jazeera’s Jessica Wash-
ington reported from the 
Indonesian capital Jakarta.

“In that event [an 
explosion], they would 
have heard it by now at 
this stage,” she said, add-
ing that authorities were 
still exploring the possi-
bilities for medical evac-
uations.

Officials also said the 
oxygen supply for its 53 
crew ran out early on 
Saturday.

Margono said a scan 
had detected the sub-
marine at 850 metres 
(2,788 feet), well beyond 
its survivable limits. The 
submarine is designed 
to withstand a depth of 
up to 500 metres (1,640 
feet).

“If it’s an explosion 
it will be in pieces. The 
cracks happened gradu-
ally in some parts when it 
went down from 300 me-
tres to 400 metres to 500 
metres … If there was an 
explosion, it would be 
heard by the sonar,” said 
Margono, adding no bod-
ies were found so far.

The military said it 
was preparing “to evacu-
ate” the vessel.

London, 25 Apr [AFP]: 
An own-goal from Ar-
senal goalkeeper Bernd 
Leno handed Everton a 
1-0 Premier League win 
on Saturday as around 
2,000 fans protested 
against Gunners owner 
Stan Kroenke outside the 
Emirates Stadium. With 
both sides chasing places 
in Europe next season, 
it was Carlo Ancelotti's 
side who came out on 
top with a first win in 
seven games. German 
keeper Leno turned a 
Richarlison cross into 
his own goal in the 76th 
minute to give the Tof-
fees victory.

Arsenal supporters 
had gathered outside 

the ground demanding 
Kroenke stand down af-
ter the club's attempt to 
join the doomed Super 
League project.

The result left Ever-
ton in eighth place, three 
points off the Champions 
League places after their 
first league win at Arse-
nal since 1996.

Arsenal are ninth, 
nine points off the top 
four.

"It was really import-
ant to stay attached to 
the top of the table," An-
celotti told the BBC.

"The performance 
was good. It's all good 
news tonight and this 
gives us confidence for 
the next games. Finally 

I can say we are back." 
The game produced few 
chances.

Everton's Gylfi Sig-
urdsson saw a 30-yard 
free-kick come back off 
the crossbar.

Arsenal were furious 
when a second-half pen-
alty, awarded for a foul 
by Richarlison on Dani 
Ceballos, was overturned 
by VAR for an offside in 
the build-up.

"The penalty is clear, 
those decisions have 
been made after, I don't 
know how or who by, we 
cannot see their faces to 
explain it," said Arsenal 
boss Mikel Arteta. "I can 
see the images 20 times 
and I don't get it."

New Delhi, Apr 25 
(PTI): Olympic-bound 
Indian boxer Amit Pan-
ghal (52kg) settled for a 
bronze medal at the Gov-
ernor's Cup in St Peters-
burg, Russia after going 
down to world champion 
and familiar foe Shakho-
bidin Zoirov in the semi-
finals.

Amit, a world cham-
pionships silver-medal-
list, lost 5-0 to the Uzbek, 
who is also the reigning 
Olympic champion.

This was the Indian's 
second loss to Zoirov af-
ter the 2019 world cham-

pionships. In that event, 
he had lost to Zoirov in 
the finals.

Both the boxers are 
bound for the Tokyo 
Games, to be held in Ju-
ly-August.

Zoirov had been up-
staged by India's Asian 
silver-winning boxer 
Deepak Kumar in the 
Strandja Memorial Tour-
nament in Bulgaria earli-
er this year.

Amit was the lone 
Indian to make the med-
al rounds of the Gover-
nor's Cup after seasoned 
competitors like Olym-

pic-bound Ashish Kumar 
(75kg) and Sumit Sang-
wan (81kg) bowed out 
early.

The Haryana lad is 
being seen as a strong 
medal contender in To-
kyo despite the fact that 
it would be his maiden 
Olympic appearance.

The 23-year-old has 
been a consistent per-
former for the past three 
years, claiming gold med-
als at the Asian Games and 
the Asian Championships.

He also became In-
dia's first world champi-
onship finalist in 2019.

Liverpool, 25 Apr 
[AFP]: Jurgen Klopp 
admitted Liverpool are 
not playing like a side 
who "deserve" Champi-
ons League football next 
season after blowing the 
chance to move into the 
Premier League's top 
four with a 1-1 draw 
against Newcastle on Sat-
urday. Mohamed Salah 
had opened the scoring 
after just three minutes, 
but Liverpool wasted a 
host of chances to extend 
their lead and paid in 
stoppage time.

The Reds even had 
a reprieve when Callum 
Wilson's equaliser was 
ruled out after a VAR re-
view for handball, but 
still could not hold on as 
Willock's deflected strike 
secured a vital point in 
the Magpies' bid for top 
flight survival.

Liverpool move up to 
sixth but are a point be-
hind fourth-placed Chel-
sea and West Ham, who 
face off later on Saturday 
at the London Stadium.

Two more dropped 
points is a blow to Liver-
pool's chances of a place 
in next season's Cham-
pions League after their 
owners' plans for ensur-
ing they have top level 
European football every 
season without having 
to earn it on the field col-
lapsed this week.

Liverpool were one 
of 12 clubs to initially 
sign up to proposals for a 
European Super League 

(ESL) last weekend, only 
to withdraw within 48 
hours after a backlash 
from their own players 
and fans.

"If you deserve it, you 
deserve it," said Klopp, 
echoing the critics of the 
ESL as a closed shop for 
Europe's big clubs.

"I didn't see us today 
playing like we deserve 
Champions League next 
year. We have another 
five games and we will 
see. We learn or we don't 
play Champions League, 
that's it."

A protest outside 
Anfield on Saturday was 
more muted than the 
ones seen ahead of Chel-
sea and Arsenal's home 
matches in recent days, 
but a number of flags and 
banners were attached 
to the gates around the 
ground calling out the 
"greed" of the club's 
American owners Fen-
way Sports Group (FSG).

John Henry's FSG 
helped deliver Liver-
pool's first Premier 
League title for 30 years 
last season.

But many of the prob-
lems Klopp's men have 
encountered in defend-
ing their title were in evi-
dence again as they failed 
to see off Newcastle long 
before a nervy finale.

"I don't think you can 
create much more chanc-
es, better chances than 
we did today and we 
don't finish the game off," 
added Klopp. The hosts 

could not have made a 
better start as a brilliant 
touch and finish from 
Salah opened the scoring 
after just three minutes.

Salah should have had 
a second but fired too 
close to Martin Dubravka 
when clean through on 
goal, while Sadio Mane 
also failed to round the 
Slovakian goalkeeper 
with a glorious chance.

Dubravka then made 
a string of fine saves af-
ter the break to deny 
Roberto Firmino, Mane 
and James Milner. The 
tension in the Liverpool 
players was clear late in 
the game and Newcastle 
capitalised after manag-
er Steve Bruce sent on 
Wilson and Willock.

Wilson bundled home 
after Alisson had saved 
his initial effort, but the 
ball had rebounded off 
the Brazilian goalkeeper 
onto the former Bour-
nemouth striker's hand 
before he stabbed it into 
an unguarded net.

Seconds later, Liver-
pool failed to deal with 
another long ball into 
their box and it fell for 
on-loan Arsenal mid-
fielder Willock, whose 
strike deflected in off 
Fabinho to leave Alisson 
helpless.

A third late goal in re-
cent weeks from Willock 
edges Newcastle ever 
closer to survival. Bruce's 
men are now nine points 
clear of the bottom three 
in 15th.
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1bn COVID jabs given globally – 
but over half in just 3 countries

Doha, 25 Apr [alJazeera]: 
More than one billion doses of 
COVID-19 vaccines have been 
administered worldwide, ac-
cording to a tally, with more 
than half given in just three 
countries.

At least 1,002,938,540 
doses had been administered 
in 207 countries and terri-
tories by 17:45 GMT on Sat-
urday, less than five months 
after the first mass inocula-
tion programmes began to be 
rolled out, AFP news agency 
said, citing figures from offi-
cial sources.

The milestone was 
reached as a daily record of 
more than 893,000 corona-
virus infections cases were 
registered worldwide on Sat-
urday, primarily due to an 
alarming surge of the virus in 
India.

Fifty-eight percent of the 
vaccine doses have been ad-
ministered in three countries: 
the United States with 225.6 
million doses; China with 
216.1 million doses; and India 
with 138.4 million.

However, in terms of the 
proportion of the population 
who have been vaccinated, Is-
rael is in the lead, with nearly 
six out of every 10 Israelis ful-
ly inoculated.

That is followed by the 
United Arab Emirates, where 
more than 51 percent of the 
population has received at 

least one jab; the United King-
dom, with 49 percent; the US, 
with 42 percent; Chile, with 
41 percent; Bahrain, with 38 
percent; and Uruguay, with 
32 percent. In the Europe-
an Union, 128 million doses 
have been administered to 
21 percent of the population. 
Malta is leading the way in 
the 27-nation bloc, with 47 
percent of its population inoc-
ulated, followed by Hungary 
with 37 percent.

But in Germany, only 22.6 
percent of the population has 

been vaccinated; 22.3 per-
cent in Spain; 20.5 percent in 
France; and 19.9 percent in 
Italy.

Worldwide, the number of 
shots administered has dou-
bled in less than a month as 
vaccination campaigns pick 
up speed.

While the majority of poor 
countries have also started to 
vaccinate, mainly thanks to 
the COVAX programme, inoc-
ulation is still largely a privi-
lege of high-income countries, 
as defined by the World Bank, 

which are home to 16 percent 
of the world’s population but 
have administered 47 percent 
of vaccine doses.

Low-income countries ac-
count for just 0.2 percent of 
doses administered, the Unit-
ed Nations said earlier this 
month.

Some 12 countries have 
yet to begin vaccinating – sev-
en in Africa (Tanzania, Mad-
agascar, Burkina Faso, Chad, 
Burundi, Central African Re-
public and Eritrea; three in 
Oceania (Vanuatu, Samoa and 

Kiribati; one in Asia (North 
Korea); and one in the Carib-
bean (Haiti).

“There remains a shocking 
imbalance in the global dis-
tribution of vaccines”, World 
Health Organization chief 
Tedros Adhanom Ghebreye-
sus told a news briefing in Ge-
neva on April 9.

“On average in high-in-
come countries, almost one 
in four people has received a 
vaccine. In low-income coun-
tries, it’s one in more than 
500.  Let me repeat that: one 

in four versus one in 500.”
More than 100 countries 

have called on the World 
Trade Organization (WTO) 
to temporarily waive patents 
for COVID-19 vaccines, saying 
they are being prevented from 
immunising their people. 
Some countries and activists 
have branded the access dis-
parity a “vaccine apartheid” 
and urged the WTO to remove 
provisions in a trade agree-
ment governing intellectual 
property rights so medical 
products can be more easily 
accessed by poorer nations.

Despite the troubles that 
has plagued it since it was 
approved for use, the jab 
developed by AstraZeneca 
and Oxford University is the 
most widely used so far, and 
has been administered in 
three-quarters or 156 of those 
countries and territories that 
have started vaccinating.

A jab developed by Pfizer 
and BioNTech has been ad-
ministered in 91 countries, or 
44 percent of the total.

Another shot developed 
by Moderna has been admin-
istered in 46 countries or 22 
percent.

Sinopharm’s jab has been 
administered in at least 41 
countries or 20 percent of the 
total, Sputnik V in at least 32 
countries or 15 percent, and 
Sinovac in at least 21 or 10 
percent.

US officially 
recognises 
Armenian 
genocide 
on 1915
New York, 25 Apr [al-
Jazeera]: United States 
President Joe Biden has 
formally recognised the 
mass killing of Arme-
nians in the Ottoman Em-
pire during World War I 
as a “genocide”, a move 
that was immediately re-
jected by Turkey.

In a statement on Sat-
urday, Biden became the 
first US president to for-
mally recognise the kill-
ings of an estimated 1.5 
million Armenians in the 
Ottoman Empire, which 
began in 1915, as an act 
of “genocide”.

“Each year on this 
day, we remember the 
lives of all those who 
died in the Ottoman-era 
Armenian genocide and 
recommit ourselves 
to preventing such an 
atrocity from ever again 
occurring,” reads the 
statement, released on 
Armenian Genocide Re-
membrance Day.

“The American peo-
ple honor all those Ar-
menians who perished in 
the genocide that began 
106 years ago today.”

Biden’s declaration 
comes amid strained ties 
between the US and Tur-
key, which had earlier 
warned that recognising 
the killings as a genocide 
would further harm rela-
tions between the NATO 
allies.

Turkey has acknowl-
edged the deaths of Ar-
menians in the Ottoman 
Empire during World 
War I, but has steadfastly 
denied that the killings 
were systematically or-
chestrated and consti-
tute a genocide.

In a statement, Tur-
key’s foreign ministry 
rejected Biden’s state-
ment as being without 
any “scholarly and le-
gal basis” and said the 
conditions required to 
describe the events as a 
“genocide” are not met 
under international law.

“The nature of the 
events of 1915 does not 
change according to the 
current political motives 
of the politicians or do-
mestic political consider-
ations. Such an attitude 
serves only a vulgar dis-
tortion of history,” the 
ministry said.

Turkish Foreign Min-
ister Mevlut Cavusoglu 
also tweeted: “We have 
nothing to learn from 
anybody on our own 
past.”

Armenians, who 
marked Armenian Geno-
cide Remembrance Day 
with ceremonies and 
rallies on Saturday, have 
for years appealed to the 
US and other countries 
around the world to rec-
ognise the killings as a 
genocide.

Armenian Prime 
Minister Nikol Pashin-
yan welcomed Biden’s 
statement on Saturday, 
saying “the US has once 
again demonstrated its 
unwavering commit-
ment to protecting hu-
man rights and universal 
values”.

The Armenian As-
sembly, a US-based Ar-
menian advocacy group, 
also called it “a water-
shed moment in U.S. his-
tory”.

In 2019, the US Con-
gress passed a symbolic 
resolution recognising 
the “Armenian genocide”, 
but then-President Don-
ald Trump rejected the 
measure. 

ASEAN demands ‘immediate 
cessation of violence’ in Myanmar

82 killed in Iraq as fire erupts at COVID-19 hospital
Baghdad, 25 Apr [al-
Jazeera]: At least 82 
people were killed and 
more than 100 injured 
in a fire that broke out in 
the coronavirus intensive 
care unit of a Baghdad 
hospital as public anger 
erupted demanding the 
prosecution of high-level 
Iraqi officials.

The blaze on Sunday 
at the Ibn al-Khatib Hos-
pital in the Iraqi capital 
was sparked by an ac-
cident that caused an 
oxygen tank to explode, 
according to medical 
sources.

The flames spread 
quickly, according to 
civil defence officials, as 
“the hospital had no fire 
protection system and 
false ceilings allowed the 
flames to spread to high-
ly flammable products”.

Patients’ relatives 
scrambled during the 
blaze to save their loved 
ones. Ahmed Zaki, who 

was visiting his broth-
er when the fire broke 
out, described people 
jumping out of win-
dows as the fire spread 
quickly throughout the 
unit equipped to treat 
COVID-19 patients.

“In the beginning 
there was an explosion,” 
he said. “People were 
jumping… Doctors fell on 
the cars. Everyone was 
jumping.”

The interior ministry 
announced on Sunday 
afternoon that 82 people 
were killed and 110 were 
injured in the blaze.

In response to the 
fire, Prime Minister Mus-
tafa al-Kadhimi fired the 
director-general of the 
Baghdad Health Depart-
ment in the al-Rusafa 
area, where the hospi-
tal is located. He also 
sacked the director of Ibh 
al-Khatib Hospital and its 
director of engineering 
and maintenance, ac-

cording to a statement 
from the health ministry 
and his office.

After the fire first 
broke out, al-Khadhimi 
held an emergency meet-
ing at the headquarters 
of the Baghdad Opera-
tions Command, which 
coordinates Iraqi securi-
ty forces, according to a 
statement on his Twitter 
account.

In the meeting he said 
the incident amounted to 
negligence.

“Negligence in such 
matters is not a mistake, 
but a crime for which all 
negligent parties must 
bear responsibility,” he 
said. He gave Iraqi au-
thorities 24 hours to 
present the results of an 
investigation.

Iraq’s healthcare sys-
tem, already ruined by 
decades of sanctions, war 
and neglect, has been 
stretched even further by 
the coronavirus crisis. 

Jakarta, 25 Apr [alJazeera]: 
The Association of Southeast Asian 
Nations (ASEAN) has released a 
five-point statement on the crisis 
in Myanmar, demanding the “im-
mediate cessation of violence” and 
calling on all parties in the country 
to exercise “utmost restraint”.

Myanmar – part of the 10-na-
tion ASEAN – has been in turmoil 
since the military overthrew ci-
vilian leader Aung San Suu Kyi in 
a coup on February 1, triggering a 
mass uprising from all corners of 
society demanding a return to de-
mocracy.

The ASEAN document, issued 
on Saturday following an ASEAN 
emergency summit in Jakarta, also 
called for “constructive dialogue” 
to resolve the crisis.

“[All] parties concerned shall 
commence to seek a peaceful solu-
tion in the interests of the people,” 
ASEAN said.

It added that “a special envoy 
of the ASEAN Chair shall facilitate 
mediation of the dialogue process, 
with the assistance of the Secre-
tary-General of ASEAN”.

ASEAN also said it would pro-
vide humanitarian assistance, and 
said that the special envoy and 
delegation would visit Myanmar 
to meet with all parties concerned.

Earlier on Saturday, Indone-
sian President Joko Widodo said 
after crisis talks with military 
and coup leader Min Aung Hlaing 
and Southeast Asian leaders that 
Myanmar’s military must restore 
democracy and stop committing 
violence against citizens.

The meeting marked the senior 

Myanmar general’s first foreign 
trip since security forces staged a 
coup in early February.

Min Aung Hlaing has become 
the focus of international outrage 
over the coup and a subsequent 
crackdown on dissent that has left 
more than 700 dead.

“The first requested commit-
ment is for the Myanmar military 
to stop the use of violence and that 
all parties there at the same time 
must refrain so that tensions can 
be reduced,” Widodo said.

“The violence must be stopped 
and democracy, stability and peace 
in Myanmar must be restored.”

He also called for the release of 
political prisoners and for a spe-
cial envoy to be allowed into the 
country to “push for dialogue”.

Singapore’s Prime Minister Lee 
Hsien Loong, meanwhile, called on 
the military to release Myanmar’s 
overthrown President Win Myint, 
as well as democracy icon Aung 
San Suu Kyi who is under house 
arrest.

Myanmar’s parallel National 
Unity Government (NUG) said on 
Saturday it welcomed “encourag-
ing” news of a consensus among 
ASEAN leaders on dealing with the 
crisis.

The newly formed NUG “looked 
forward to firm action by ASEAN to 
follow up on its decisions and to re-
store our democracy and freedom 
for our people,” Dr Sasa, its spokes-
man and minister of international 
cooperation said in a statement.

The NUG, which is comprised 
of pro-democracy figures, rem-
nants of Aung San Suu Kyi’s admin-

istration and representatives of 
armed ethnic groups, says it is the 
legitimate authority in Myanmar 
and was not invited to Saturday’s 
ASEAN meeting

The gathering of the leaders 
in Jakarta is the first coordinated 
international effort to ease the cri-
sis in Myanmar, an impoverished 
country that neighbours China, In-
dia and Thailand.

Following the coup, ASEAN 
issued a statement that did not 
explicitly condemn the power 
grab but urged “the pursuance of 
dialogue, reconciliation and the 
return to normalcy in accordance 
with the will and interests of the 
people of Myanmar”.

Amid Western pressure, how-
ever, the regional group has strug-
gled to take a more forceful posi-
tion on issues but has kept to its 
non-confrontational approach.

All ASEAN states agreed to 
meet Min Aung Hlaing but would 
not address him as Myanmar’s 
head of state in the summit, ac-
cording to Indonesia’s Foreign 
Minister Retno Marsudi.

Approximately two dozen pro-
testers gathered in Jakarta against 
the coup leader, beating pots and 
pans and holding signs saying “De-
mocracy for Myanmar” and “We 
stand against the military coup”.

Several protests were also held 
in Myanmar’s main cities. In com-
mercial hub Yangon, some resi-
dents staged a mock funeral for 
the senior general by smashing 
saffron-coloured clay pots on the 
ground, symbolic of cutting ties 
with the dead.
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Aries:
Here’s the thing about closure: we don't always get it 
in the way that we want to. So holding onto the idea of 
how things should be, or should've been, isn't going to 
do you any good, Aries. Word for the wise: forgive, for-
get, and let go. Remember, what is meant for you will 
always find a way to work out despite the challenges, 
the resistance, and the opposition.
Tip: Forgive, forget, and let go as you recognise what 
isn’t in alignment with your truth.
Taurus:
Just when you think the worst is behind you, the Uni-
verse sends yet another karmic lesson your way. It's 
been a rollercoaster ride with no reprieve, Taurus, and 
quite frankly, you just need a breather. The bad news 
is you may not have the opportunity to take one right 
away. The good news is, hidden secrets will come to 
the fore, giving you a sense of who is friend and who 
is foe. Word for the wise: take the next step cautiously.
Tip: Hidden secrets are likely to come to the fore.
Gemini:
Gemini, you’ve been wanting to change things around 
here for a while, but circumstances haven’t been 
aligning in your favour. The not-so-good news is that 
you’re being asked to hit the pause button once again 
and refrain from taking any big decisions, especially 

those that involve your finances. Speaking of financ-
es, money issues may be a constant for some of you. 
Continue to focus on the abundance in your life (rath-
er than what’s lacking) and know that a shift in your 
attitude will eventually make space for miracles.
Tip: Abundance, not lack.
Cancer:
Take a moment, Cancer. Pause, breathe and look 
within. As you do, reflect on the things that truly make 
you happy. The things that awaken a sense of joy and 
purpose. This simple exercise will help you realise 
that none of these things have anything to do with 
your position in Society, where you come from or 
the amount of money in your bank. Word for the 
wise: send out a prayer of gratitude for the abun-
dance you are experiencing and the soul connec-
tions that uplift you in a multitude of ways.
Tip: What are the things that awaken a sense of joy 
and purpose within you?
Leo:
They’re really into you, Leo, and they’re going to 
do what it takes to let you know. A hot, steamy ad-
venture is on the cards—the kind that involves only 
the two of you. As such, passion is a big theme on 
the professional front too. You’re drawing from your 
personal experiences and going after that which is 

sacred to you. Yes, you will face opposition on your 
path, but you’re willing to do what it takes to get 
to the top.
Tip: They’re into you, honey, and they’re going to 
do what it takes to let you know.
Virgo:
The trouble is, we hold on to our material posses-
sions tightly because we fear we may not have 
enough when we need it the most. The Great Spirit 
wants you to know that you will be taken care of 
now and for the rest of your life—that there will al-
ways be more than enough to go around. So, loos-
en your grip just a little bit. Redirect your attention 
from ‘lack’ to ‘abundance’. A Louise Hay affirmation 
to repeat: “I think big, and then I allow myself to 
accept even more good from my life.”
Tip: Take that metaphorical leap from lack to abun-
dance.
Libra:
There are periods of doing and there are periods 
of being. Finding a balance between the two is es-
sential to our well-being. So, honour this as a time 
of dreaming. A time of floating between the realms 
and bridging the gap between the real and the sur-
real. PS: The ideas that are likely to come through 
at this time are nothing short of divine.

Tip: Libra, you’re dreaming a new world into being.
Scorpio:
The planning and strategising phase is over, 
Scorpio. It’s time to get into action mode. What 
the cards want you to remember is that you are 
prepared for this great change. Don’t waste a sin-
gle second undermining yourself or doubting your 
potential. If you’ve been looking for an investor in 
order to take your business to the next level, ex-
pect the unexpected very soon.
Tip: It’s time to move to the next level.
Sagittarius:
It’s easy to glorify change or talk about how it sets 
the stage for a better world. What happens when 
we’re faced with situations that require us to let 
go of the old? Our resistance finds a way to get 
the better of us, Sagittarius. Today, you’re being 
asked to observe this resistance closely, to loos-
en the grip wherever necessary, and express your 
gratitude for the glorious lessons learned. As you do, 
repeat the mantra, ‘The best is yet to come’.
Tip: Loosen the grip wherever necessary.
Capricorn:
The weekend finds you love-drunk for all the right rea-
sons, Capricorn. It hasn’t been easy to get to a point 
where you’re vibing at each other’s frequency, but 

your persistence helped you work through the trou-
bles. So raise a toast to all the beautiful memories you 
have created thus far and all the magical moments 
that are yet to come. PS: Something tells us this is 
going to be for the long haul.
Tip: The weekend finds you intoxicated by love.
Aquarius:
It’s time to reconsider the ‘sex, drugs, and rock-and-
roll’ act. Who and what are you escaping from, Aquar-
ius? How is numbing your pain helping you in any 
way? It’s time to face your demons head on, beautiful. 
Consider working with a healer or a therapist who can 
provide you with much-needed perspective. Remem-
ber, there are healthier ways to deal with the fluctua-
tions in your emotional landscape.
Tip: Face your demons instead of choosing the path 
of escapism.
Pisces:
Your success is no accident, Pisces. It has taken a 
whole lot of blood, sweat and tears to get to this point 
in your existence. So soften your gaze a little. Look at 
your victories through the lens of love. What the cards 
want you to remember as you march forward: it does 
get easier from here and you will soon be blessed with 
the fruits of your labour.
Tip: It’s all coming together for you.

Unique Academy Awards to reunite stars as Nomadland seeks big win
It is guaranteed to be an Oscars like no 

other: broadcast live from a train sta-
tion, honoring films few saw in movie 
theaters, and reuniting Hollywood's 
A-listers for the first time in more than 
a year due to Covid-19. Chloe Zhao, 
whose drama "Nomadland" about 
transient Americans roaming the West 
in vans is tipped to win best picture 
and in the running for five more Oscars, 
is among the nominees set to emerge 
from long isolation on Sunday to take 
part in Tinseltown's biggest night.

"We want to see our friends! We have 
a lot of friends nominated this year, and 
we're really excited to see them," Zhao 
said of the 93rd Academy Awards.

But while the nominees enjoy 
a much-needed catch-up, the usual 
high-wattage glamour of the stars parad-
ing in couture gowns and jewels will be 
more subdued, with organizers promising 
only a "teeny-tiny red carpet." The guest 
list is strictly limited, with even studio 
execs forced to watch on television, and 
most of the Hollywood press corps will 
be absent -- something stars of a more 
nervous disposition are likely to welcome. 
"I do think there's going to be some more 
freedom" for the attending nominees, 
Variety journalist Marc Malkin told AFP.

But with stars reportedly told 
they can remove their masks while 
on camera, even as the pandemic rag-
es worldwide, "there's going to be 

an awkwardness of 'how much are 
we supposed to be excited? Do we 
hug? Do we not hug?" he added.

- 'UP IN THE AIR' -

"Nomadland," which has swept most 
of the awards shows in the run-up to the 
Oscars, enters Sunday as one of the clear-
est best picture frontrunners in years.

Zhao is also tipped to become the 
second woman, and first of color, to win 
the golden statuette for best director.

With movie theaters closed all year, 
and blockbuster content delayed, her 
film -- like rivals "Minari" and "Sound 
of Metal" -- captured the pandemic 

zeitgeist with its stunning portrait of 
the isolated margins of society. Con-
tenders like "Promising Young Wom-
an" and "The Trial of the Chicago 7" 

tapped into themes of #MeToo and 
anti-racism protest that feel more rele-
vant than ever, but those films are still 
outsiders for the night's final prize.

The acting races -- in which it is real-
istic that all four prizes could go to people 
of color, after years of #OscarsSoWhite 
complaints -- promise more tension.

Best actress in particular is "up in 
the air," according to Deadline awards 
columnist Pete Hammond -- all five 

contenders including "Nomadland" 
star Frances McDormand, Viola Davis 
("Ma Rainey's Black Bottom") and Carey 
Mulligan ("Promising Young Woman") 
have won awards for their work.

The late Chadwick Boseman is tipped 
to win only the third posthumous acting 
Oscar in history for his lead role in "Ma 
Rainey," but one Academy voter told AFP 
that Anthony Hopkins' turn as a dementia 
sufferer in "The Father" could produce "a 
surprise." Daniel Kaluuya is expected to 
win best supporting actor for "Judas and 
the Black Messiah," while South Korea's 
Youn Yuh-jung ("Minari") is the one to 
beat for supporting actress honors. A win 
for "The Trial of the Chicago 7" or "Mank" 
would hand Netflix the first-ever stream-
ing win for best picture -- "Sound of Met-
al" would do the same for rival Amazon.

While none of those outcomes 
are likely, Netflix is tipped to enjoy 
the most wins on the night thanks 
to technical categories and docu-
mentary "My Octopus Teacher."

- 'OPPORTUNITY' -
This year's Oscars are arriving later 

than the commuter trains at their Union 
Station venue -- producers say the live 
ceremony they have planned would have 
been "impossible" without a two-month 
delay. In a nod to the past year's unique 
circumstances, the show will have a large 
physical footprint. The presentation of 
honorary prizes and musical performanc-

es will take place at a Hollywood theater 
and the Academy's new film museum, 
while Europeans unable to travel will 
gather at "hubs" in London and Paris.

But the main business of handing out 
golden statuettes will take place at the 
1930s-built station, distinctive for its 
Spanish colonial and Art Deco stylings.

The venue was chosen for its grand 
scale and outdoor courtyards, where 
white tents sheltering everything 
from Covid testing booths to cater-
ing were installed in recent days, to 
the bemusement of onlookers who 
had just come to catch a train. The 
show's co-producer, Oscar-winning 
director Steven Soderbergh, has de-
scribed the Covid-mandated changes 
as an "opportunity" for a show unlike 
"anything that's been done before."

The event will be shot to look more 
like a feature film than a television 
show. A-list presenters will include 
Harrison Ford and Brad Pitt. "Kudos 
to the Academy for at least trying to 
have some semblance of a live show, 
without Zoom," said Hammond.

But the lower profile of this year's 
nominees, pandemic-era screen fatigue 
and a downward trend mean the Os-
cars are likely to suffer the same low 
ratings of other recent awards shows. 
"It would be a wonderful day for the 
Academy if it only drops 50 percent," he 
told AFP. "It's just the way it's going."

What the internet noticed 
in this pic of Anushka 

Sharma and Virat Kohli

Blake Lively trolls Ryan Reynolds while 
wishing Gigi Hadid a Happy Birthday

DMX's life and legacy 
remembered during 

moving memorial service
The Internet simply needs 

a reason to make Anush-
ka Sharma and Virat Kohli 
trend and hence it wasn't 
surprising that on Sunday, 
another photo of the couple 
went crazy viral. 

Shared by cricketer San-
jay Pahal, Anushka and Virat 
can be seen posing togeth-
er in the photo. However, 
there's one particular thing 
that caught the Internet's eye 
in the photo - the burp cloth 
on Virat Kohli's shoulder. 

Anushka and Virat, who 
got married in 2017, wel-
comed a baby daughter on 
January 11. They have named 
the baby Vamika and the 

now-viral photo easily sums 
up the couple's life as new 
parents. The reference to the 
"burp cloth" arises from this 
post shared by new mom 
Anushka Sharma, almost 
a month after the arrival 
of baby Vamika. Turns out, 
Anushka Sharma has a new 
favourite thing that sums up 
her mom life: "Current favou-
rite accessory - Burp cloth."

Earlier, this photo of 
Anushka Sharma and Vi-
rat Kohli sent the Internet 
into a tizzy. It was shared by 
cricketer Mohammed Azha-
ruddeen, who is part of Virat 
Kohli's IPL team Royal Chal-
lengers Bangalore.

Well played again, Blake Lively.
The 33-year-old Gossip Girl 

alum trolled her husband and 
fellow actor Ryan Reynolds, this 
time while wishing their friend 
Gigi Hadid a happy birthday. 
The supermodel, a fellow Taylor 
Swift squad-mate, turned 26 on 
Saturday, April 23.

"Happy birthday @gigi-
hadid," Blake wrote that day 
on an Instagram Story photo 
of herself sitting in between 
her husband, 44, and the 
model at one of Taylor's 2018 
concerts. "I think you and I 

make a much better couple."
Ryan has not yet respond-

ed. The actress also posted a 
video of Gigi showcasing her 
dance moves at the event. 
"Too bad you're just super 
hot and not fun at all," Blake 
wrote in the caption of the 
clip. "@Gigihadid Birthday 
girl got allllll the goods."

Blake and Ryan, who have 
been married for more than 
eight years and are parents 
to three daughters, often troll 
one another on Twitter and 
Instagram.

The world continues to 
mourn the loss of DMX.
The legendary rapper's 

loved ones and devoted fans 
remembered his life and leg-
acy on Saturday, April 24. 
The public memorial service, 
which was live-streamed on 
the star's YouTube channel, 
was held at Brooklyn's Bar-
clays Center.

And although the event 
itself was restricted to a 
small gathering due to New 
York State's health and safety 
guidelines amid the coronavi-
rus pandemic, many stepped 
out to pay their respects to 
the Grammy-nominated mu-
sician, who was born Earl 
Simmons.

Kickstarting the event, 
a throwback video of the 
"Where the Hood at?" rapper 
and his daughter displayed 
onscreen, which captured the 
two riding on a rollercoast-
er. Following the short and 
sweet clip, a choir performed 
several songs.

Soon after, his kids joined 
the stage and shared heart-
felt speeches about their fa-
ther.

"Our father is a king, our 
father is an icon," Xavier Sim-
mons expressed. "I am so 
honored to have a father like 
we have."

"This man deepened my 
ability to love...I cried so 
much tears of joy, so much," 
he continued, explaining the 
life lessons he learned from 
his dad. "Every time, every 
lesson he ever taught me: Al-
ways say thank you. No mat-
ter where you go, a blessing 
is everywhere. Be kind to ev-
eryone."

Nas also took a moment 
to honor his friend and fre-
quent collaborator.

"As a longtime friend," the 
47-year-old rapper began 
his speech, "It's an honor to 
be here tonight. At the same 
time, it's a sad day...I just 
want to say I'm honored to be 
here. That's my brother."


