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Regularization to he considered automaticallv
on completion of 8 years of service

SUMMIT REPORT
GANGTOK, 09 FEB:
Regularisation of the

services of tempo-
rary employees of the
State Government has
stayed in the news for
some years now, gaining
momentum around elec-
tion cycles and becoming
assurances in the inter-
im. Major regularization
drives have also been
undertaken in the past
and now, a fresh set of
rules and commitments
have arrived in the form
of a notification issued by
the Department of Per-
sonnel. Services of temp
employees will qualify
for regularization auto-
matically on completion
of eight years [as on 31
December] of service ev-
ery year.

The notification an-
nounces that the State
Government has extend-

ed the “benefit of regu-
larization scheme” to all
temporary  employees
“working under Work-
charged, Muster Roll,
Adhoc, Consolidated pay
belonging to Group C and
Group D category includ-
ing Home Guards [Male
and Female] and drawing
salaries from the consol-
idated fund of the State
Government...”

The notification an-
nounces that services of
all temporary employees
who have served con-
tinuously for eight years
or more as on 31 Dec
of every calendar year
“may be” considered for
regularization in their
respective departments
subject to availability of
vacancies.

Since Home Guards
do not usually deliver
“continuous” service,
their cases will come up

for regularization once
they complete eight
years of cumulative ser-
vice as on 31 Dec of every
calendar year.

The regularized em-
ployees will be placed
in Level-1, Level-2 and
Level-3 of the Pay Matrix
prescribed for category
of post.

The original pay
structure prescribed for
the post held by such
category of government
employees will be re-
stored on completion of
five years of service after
regularization, the notifi-
cation adds.

Since the earlier
regularization process
was already working
on cases of temp em-
ployees who had com-
pleted five years of ser-
vice as of 31 Dec 2018,
their cases will be con-
sidered as a one-time

exercise [since the new
system requires eight
years of service] “in re-
spect of only those tem-
porary employees oth-
erwise who are eligible
but left out in the earlier
exercise.”

The  regularization
process will be unen-
cumbered by the ros-
ter point/ reservation
rules, the notification
adds even as they shall
be strictly as per provi-
sions of relevant rules
governing appointment
and other conditions of
service prevalent in the
State.

The regularization
process will be held in
accordance with verifica-
tion guidelines covered
in a Department of Per-
sonnel circular of 2014.

The  regularization
of services of temporary
labourers employed in

government farms and
worksites by technical
and works departments
shall be dealt with sep-
arately, the notification
informs.

As for PSUs, autono-
mous organizations, so-
cieties and boards under
the State Government,
the Notification states
that they can adopt the
regularization  scheme
provided they are in a po-
sition to fund it from their
own resources without
seeking extra funds from
the Government. Grants
provided by the State
Government to such
bodies cannot be uti-
lized for regularization,
the Notification stresses.
Prior concurrence of the
Finance Department has
been mandatory before
consideration of regular-
ization proposals by such
bodies.

Inclined bench- press champlonshlp held in Majhitar

SAGAR CHETTRI
GANGTOK, 09 FEB:

hite Hall, Gangtok,

and Phoenix Gym,
Tadong, lifted the over-
all team championships
of the 1st Sikkim Open
Inclined Bench Press
Championship in men’s
and women’s categories
respectively here today
at Sundar Hotel and Re-
sort, Majhitar, East Sik-
kim.

The daylong cham-
pionship was organized
by Majhitar-based Body
Craft Fitness Studio.

More than 70 par-
ticipants from different
gyms of the State partic-
ipated in Junior Men and
Women, Senior men and
women and Master’s men
and women categories. The
championship was held un-
der the technical guidance
of Sikkim Strength Lifting
Association chief coach,
Pema Dorjee Bhutia.

Sonam Ongmu Bhu-
tia of Phoenix Gym was
adjudged the best dis-
ciplined player of the
championship.

Similarly, winners
in different categories
are Homnath Siwakoti

of Pema’s Gym & Health
Club, Martam in master’s
men, Kunzang Chodak
Bhutia of Pema’s Gym
& Health Club, Martam
in junior men and Bha-
wane Mukhiya of Body
Craft Fitness Studio in
junior women and Anjali
Sharma of Phoenix Gym,
Tadong in senior women
and Ashok Rai of White
Hall Gym, Gangtok in se-
nior women.

Body Craft Fitness
Studio has been affili-
ated to Sikkim Strength
Lifting Association
since 2016 and has al-

ready produced national
and international level
strength-lifters from.

Recently, six mem-
bers from the Body Craft
Fitness Studio, who were
the part of the State team,
had won 4 gold medals,
1 silver and 2 bronze
medals for the State in
the senior nationals and
two of its lifters, Kishore
Dungmali Rai and Madhu
Mahal Majhi have qual-
ified to represent the
country in the 8th Inter-
national Strength Lifting
& Inclined Bench Press
Championship 2020 to

be held from 13 to 17
February at Bangkok in
Thailand.

Body Craft Fitness
Studio  chief trainer,
Palden Tamang, informs
that the main objective
of the championship was
to provide a platform to
youngsters of the State
and encourage them to-
wards sporting and pro-
ductive activities.

He believes that such
healthy activities help keep
the younger generation
away from drugs and un-
healthy activities and thus
create a healthy society.

“We are very hap-
py that we have been
able to produce national
and international level
strength-lifters from the
area in a short span of
time so this champion-
ship is also an opportuni-
ty for the people to know
about lifters from our
area,” he said.

Mr Tamang added
that Body Craft Fitness
Studio had organized the
championship for the first
time and would now try to
make it an annual event
on getting the support
from the people. He also
shared his commitment
to bring out more nation-
al and international lifters
from Majhitar.

“Sports is the only
medium which keeps the
young fit and healthy and
away from drugs and un-
healthy activities,” he said.

Mr Tamang, who
joined Body Craft Fit-
ness Studio as a trainer
in 2015, is a former Mr
Darjeeling [2006] and Mr
Eastern Indian [2015] and
also won a silver medal
for the State in the senior
national strength cham-
pionship 2019.

Delhi polls: AAP irked as EC delays announcing
voter turnout, Kejriwal says ‘absolutely shocking’

NEw DELHI, 09 FEB: Del-
hi Chief Minister Arvind
Kejriwal on Sunday ex-
pressed shock at the de-
lay in the Election Com-
mission’s announcement
of the final voter turnout
for the elections held in
the national Capital on
Saturday. Most exit polls
on Saturday predicted
the Aam Aadmi Party’s
win with a sweeping ma-
jority.

“Absolutely shocking,”
Kejriwal tweeted. “What
is EC [Election Commis-
sion] doing? Why are
they not releasing poll
turnout figures, sever-
al hours after polling?”
Voting for the Assembly

elections ended at 6 pm
on Saturday but the poll
body is yet to proclaim
the exact number that
showed up to vote.

The information is
usually made public soon
after voting ends. How-
ever, the election body
had released a provision-
al figure of 61.43% at the
end of the day. This fig-
ure is significantly lower
than the turnout during
the 2015 elections, re-
corded at 67.13%.

“I think this is the
first time in the history of
elections in India..even
after Lok Sabha elec-
tions, the figures are re-
leased on the same day,’

said AAP leader Sanjay
Singh. “This is the first
time in 70 years of our
history that the poll body
is not ready to divulge
the exact voter turnout
figures. This means that
something is going on...
some kind of game is go-
ing on.”

Singh highlighted
that it was an easy task
to declare the figures as
there are only 70 constit-
uencies in Delhi. “Why
has there been no offi-
cial statement [from the
Election Commission]?”
he asked.

In the last Assembly
elections in 2015, the
AAP won 67 of 70 seats

in an
sweep.

According to exit
polls announced on Sat-
urday evening, the Times
Now-IPSOS survey pre-
dicted 44 seats for the
Arvind Kejriwal-led par-
ty while the Bharatiya Ja-
nata Party was predicted
to improve its 2015 tally
and win 26 constituen-
cies. According to ABP
News-C Voter, the AAP
may win 49 to 63 seats
while the BJP may get
anything between five
to 19 seats. Republic TV-
Jan Ki Baat survey gave
the ruling party 48 to 61
seats, and the BJP nine to
21 constituencies. The

unprecedented

TV9 Bharatvarsh-Cicero
poll predicted 54 seats
for Kejriwal’s party, and
15 for the saffron out-
fit. The India Today-Axis
exit poll said AAP would
sweep the elections, win-
ning 59 to 68 seats, while
the BJP would bag two to
11 constituencies.

On Sunday, the saf-
fron party dismissed
exit poll predictions with
BJP MP Meenakshi Lekhi
saying, “exit polls don’t
have their math right”.
The party’s Delhi unit
chief Manoj Tiwari also
rejected the exit polls,
saying the AAP would fail
on February 11, when re-
sults are declared.

Governor attends Banaras
Chaura51a Sama] event

SUMMIT REPORT
VARANASI, 09 FEB:
overnor Ganga
Prasad attended the
8th Samellan, Parichay
Samaroh and Samubhik Vi-
vah held at Chaukaghat,
Varanasi, by Banaras
Chaurasia Samaj today,
a press release from Raj
Bhawan informs.
Addressing the gath-
ering, the Governor
congratulated  Banaras
Chaurasia Samaj for or-
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ganizing the remarkable

Samuhik Vivah [mass
wedding].
The Governor pitched

for unity and teamwork
for the development of
society.

He said, “Unity and
teamwork are very im-
portant for the devel-
opment of society and
nation. It is important
for all of us to unite
when it comes to devel-
opment of the nation.”

< 55 RS

He remembered the
leaders of India and
mentioned their strug-
gles and dedication in
bringing progress and
development to the
country.

The programme was
attended by former leg-
islators of Uttar Pradesh
Assembly, journal-
ist Deepak Chaurasia,
members of Banaras
Chaurasia Samaj and lo-
cal gentry.

3 minority-dominated seats witness
highest voter turnout in Delhi

NEw DELH], FEB 8 (PTI):
Three minority-dominat-
ed seats of Mustafabad,
Matia Mahal and Seelam-
pur recorded the highest
voter turnout in the Del-
hi Assembly elections on
Saturday, polls officials
said. According to the
data shared by officials,
Mustafabad in northeast
Delhi recorded 66.29 per
cent voter turnout till 5
pm while Matia Mahal
in Old Delhi, the area
that saw anti-Citizen-
ship (Amendment) Act
protests, recorded a vot-
er turnout of 65.62 per
cent.

Seelampur, anoth-

er minority-dominated
seat in northeast Delhi,
recorded 64.92 per cent
voting. The are had also
seen anti-CAA protests in
December.

Long queues
seen outside polling
stations in areas like
Jaffrabad, Jamia Nagar,
Turkman Gate and Sha-
heen Bagh which have
been witnessing protests
against the Citizenship
(Amendment) Act.

At the Shaheen Bagh
protest site, women vot-
ed in batches.

Mehzabeen Qureshi,
who returned to the
protest site after voting,

were

said, “I stayed at home to
let other women in the
house go out and vote.
Now I have joined them
here at Shaheen Bagh af-
ter voting. I voted today
to secure democracy.”

Delhi recorded 61.46
per cent voter turnout
on Saturday, down from
67.47 per cent in 2015
assembly election, with
exit polls predicting an
easy win for AAP, which
sought to retain power
on development plank,
against the BJP that ran
an aggressive campaign
centred around the is-
sues of anti-CAA protests
and nationalism.
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Goa Archbishop urges govt to revoke CAA

PanAj;, FEB 9 (PTI):
Archbishop of Goa and
Daman, Rev Filipe Neri
Ferrao, has urged the
central government to
“immediately and un-
conditionally revoke the
Citizenship Amendment
Act” and stop quashing
the “right to dissent”.

He also appealed to
the government not to
implement the proposed
countrywide Nation-
al Register of Citizens
(NRC) and the Nation-
al Population Register
(NPR).

However, Goa BJP’s
general secretary Naren-
dra Sawaikar asked why
the Archbishop was op-
posing CAA when “crores
of people including Go-
ans” were supporting the
new law.

Diocesan Centre for
Social Communications
Media, a wing of the Goa
Church, in a statement on
Saturday said, “The Arch-
bishop and the Catho-
lic community of Goa
would like to appeal to
the government to listen
to the voice of millions in
India, to stop quashing

the right to dissent and,
above all, to immediately
and unconditionally re-
voke the CAA and desist
from implementing the
NRC and the NPR.”

The CAA, NRC and
NPR are “divisive and
discriminatory” and will
certainly have a “neg-
ative and damaging ef-
fect” on a multi-cultural
democracy like ours, the
church said.

There is serious con-
cern that NRC and NPR
will result in “direct vic-
timisation of the under-
privileged classes, partic-
ularly Dalits, adivasis, mi-
grant labourers, nomadic
communities and the
countless undocumented
people who, after having
been recognised as wor-
thy citizens and voters
for more than 70 years,
will suddenly run the
risk of becoming state-
less and candidates for
detention camps,” it said.

There has been wide-
spread discontent and
open protests through-
out the country and even
abroad against the CAA,
NRC and NPR, which are
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“forecasting a systematic
erosion of values, princi-
ples and rights” that have
been guaranteed to all
citizens in the Constitu-
tion, the release said.

Eminent citizens, in-
cluding top intellectuals
and legal luminaries,
have taken a studied
and unequivocal stand
against the CAA, NRC and
NPR, it noted.

Goa also witnessed

several protests, which
transcended the confines
of religious and caste
affiliation and brought
people from all walks
of life together on one
united platform, said the
statement.

It said Christians in
India have always been a
peace- loving community
and deeply committed
to the ideals of justice,
liberty, equality and fra-

ternity, enshrined in the
Constitution.

“We have always tak-
en great pride that our
beloved country is a sec-
ular, sovereign, socialist,
pluralistic and democrat-
ic republic,” the church
said.

The very fact that
CAA uses religion goes
against the secular fabric
of the country, it said.

“It goes against the

spirit and heritage of our
land which, since times
immemorial, has been a
welcoming home to all,
founded on the belief
that the whole world
is one big family,” the
church said.

“We pray for our be-
loved country, that good
sense, justice and peace
prevail in the hearts and
minds of all,” it added.

However, BJP’s state
general secretary Nar-
endra Sawaikar asked
why the Archbishop was
opposing CAA, when it
was being supported by
“crores of people”.

“Archbishop says
that #CAA should be
withdrawn as it is being
opposed. My question
is Why? When Crores of
people are supporting
#CAA, including Goans,”
Sawaikar, the former
Lok Sabha member from
South Goa, tweeted.

The Goa Assembly
recently passed a motion
congratulating Prime
Minister Narendra Modi
and Union Home Minis-
ter Amit Shah for enact-
ing CAA.

India lose 2-3 to

Bhubaneswar, Feb

(PTI): India fought hard
but a defensive lapse
from Harmanpreet Singh
cost them dear as they
slumped to their first
defeat in the second edi-
tion of the FIH Hockey
Pro League, losing 2-3
to world champions Bel-
gium here on Sunday.

After defeating world
number three the Neth-
erlands in their opening
two matches of the FIH
Pro League, India beat
world number one Bel-
gium in a thrilling match
on Saturday to contin-
ue their unbeaten run,
which lifted them to
number four position in
the world rankings.

But the Manpreet
Singh-led side could not
repeat Saturday’s perfor-
mance and went down
fighting in their second

match against world
number number one Bel-
gium.

Alexander Hendrickx
scored from a penalty
corner in the third min-
ute for Belgium but it was
Maxime Plennevaux’s
(17th, 26th) two field

goals that ensured the
win for the visiting side.

India’s goals came
from the sticks of Vivek
Sagar Prasad (15th) and
Amit Rohidas (17th).

The win enabled Bel-
gium to keep their top
position at the standings
with 14 points from six
games, while India are
placed second with eight
points from four match-
es.

The Kalinga Stadium
has been a happy hunting
ground for Belgium as it
is the same venue where
they lifted their maiden
World Cup title in 2018.

The Red Lions took
the lead as early as in
the third minute when
Hendrickx scored from
a penalty corner after
the the initial two ef-
forts of Sebastien Dock-
ier and Thomas Briels
were brilliantly saved
by India custodian PR
Sreejesh.

India drew level
eight seconds before the
end of the first quarter
when Vivek tapped in
after Surender Kumar’s
fine work from the right

flank.

Belgium restored
their lead two minutes
into the second quarter
through Plennevaux, who
deflected in a beautiful
pass from Simon Goug-
nard.

But it took India just
30 seconds to level the
scores when Rohidas
scored off a rebound
from a penalty corner.

The Indians matched
Belgium in every aspect
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of the game but a howler
from Harmanpreet cost
the home side dear as
Belgium again took the
lead just four minutes
from half-time.

Harmanpreet was
guilty of a giving away
a loose ball which was
picked up by Nicolas de
Kerpel, who passed it
on to Plennevaux and
he made no mistake in
scoring his second goal
of the day.

Down by a goal, the
Indians made an ag-
gressive start after the
change of ends, secur-
ing a penalty corner
soon but Rohidas’ shot
was saved by Belgium
goalkeeper Vincent Va-
nasch.

After Harman-
preet’s howler, the In-
dian defence produced
a solid performance
to thwart Belgium’s
threats.

match

In the 44th minute
India earned another
penalty corner but they
bungled the chance as
the third quarter pro-
duced no goals.

In the final 15 min-
utes, the Indians pressed
hard for the equaliser
but the Belgium defence
stood like a rock to deny
the hosts any opening as
the match ended in the
visitor’s favour.

India captain Man-
preet Singh blamed the
missed chances for his
team’s defeat.

“I think we have
learnt a lot of things over
the two games. We had
good opportunities but
we didn’t make the most
of them,” he said.

“I am really proud of
the team. We are start-
ing at a good pace from
the first whistle and
scoring in the first min-
utes. And we have good
counter attacks so we
need to make the most
of those.”

India will next play
Australia in their third
round of matches here
on February 21 and 22.

Peak power demand sets
record in Delhi this winter

NEw DELHI, FEB 9 (PTI):
Delhi’s peak power de-
mand this winter set a
new record, crossing last
year’s high of 4472 MW
on 25 times as consump-
tion of electricity for
heating purposes soared
due to prolonged cold
spells.

During the winter
season (November-De-
cember-January), Del-
hi’s peak power demand
increased by over 19
percent to set a new re-
cord of 5343 MW. The
peak demand this winter
crossed last year’s peak
power demand (of 4472
MW) on 25 days - 8 days
in December 2019 and
17 days in January 2020,
discom officials said.

In each of the months
this season, the peak
power demand was
higher than the corre-
sponding months last
year. In November, it
was on 19 days, on 30
days in December and

on 28 days in January.

Since last year (2018-
2019), the highest in-
crease in the peak power
demand during winter
months was witnessed in
the BSES discom BRPL's
area of South and West
Delhi (more than 17 per-
cent), followed by TPD-
DL’ area of North Delhi
(more than 15 percent)
and BYPLs area of East
and Central Delhi (more
than 5 percent), the said.

Discom officials said
heating load is the “main
factor” behind enhanced
power consumption in
winter months of Delhi.

According to es-
timates, over 40 per-
cent of Delhi's power
demand in winters is
because of the heating
load (heaters and gey-
sers), they added. A
BSES spokesperson said
discoms are fully geared
to ensure adequate pow-
er availability during
winter months.

Coronavirus scare: 6 under home quarantine in Mizoram

ArizawL, FEB 9 (PTI):
The Mizoram govern-
ment has placed six stu-
dents, who had recently
returned from China, un-
der home quarantine as
a part of precautionary
measures in the wake of
coronavirus outbreak in
the neighbouring coun-
try, officials said on Sun-
day.

Blood samples of
two among the six have
been sent to the Nation-
al Institute of Cholera
and Enteric Diseases
(NICED) in Kolkata for

test, the state nodal offi-
cer of Integrated Disease
Surveillance Programme,
Dr Pachuau Lalmalsaw-
ma, told PTL.

However, the NICED
was not satisfied with it
and had asked for fresh
samples.

The students did not
develop any symptoms
of being infected by the
coronavirus so far, the
epidemiologist said.

He also said that
another student, who
is scheduled to return
from China, will be ar-

riving in Aizawl on
Tuesday.
He will also be

placed under home
quarantine after be-
ing screened at the
Lengpui airport, Lal-
malsawna said.

All the six students
have returned to re-
turned to Mizoram
from China since Jan-
uary and they have
been quarantined at
their homes according
to the guidelines and
procedures to prevent
the spread of the novel

coronavirus.

He said that the
state government was
closely monitoring the
students by  visiting
their houses regularly.
According to the official,
the state government
has issued an advisory
discouraging people to
travel to other countries,
especially China and its
neighbouring countries.

He said that the state
government also restrict-
ed import of goods from
China and other foreign
countries.

States can’t be forced to give reservations in
government job promotions: Supreme Court

NEw DELHI, 09 FEB: The
Supreme Court on Friday
said that reservations
for promotions in gov-
ernment jobs are not a
fundamental right, NDTV
reported on Sunday. The
top court said it cannot
compel states to provide
quotas, and that states
cannot be forced to make
such provisions, unless
data shows imbalance in
representation for cer-
tain groups in govern-
ment service.

The Supreme Court
delivered the verdict af-
ter hearing pleas on res-
ervations for members of
the Scheduled Castes and
Scheduled Tribes com-
munities in promotions
to assistant engineer
(civil) posts in the Pub-
lic Works Department of
the Uttarakhand govern-
ment.

“There is no doubt the
state government is not
bound to make reser-
vations,” the court said.

“There is no fundamen-
tal right which inheres
in an individual to claim
reservation in promo-
tions. No mandamus can
be issued by the court
directing state govern-
ments to provide res-
ervations.” The court’s
judgement overturned a
2012 Uttarakhand High
Court ruling that direct-
ed the state to provide
quotas to specified com-
munities.

The Supreme Court

added that while Arti-
cles 16(4) and 16(4A)
of the Constitution
give states the power
to make such reserva-
tions, it is so only “if
in the opinion of the
state they are not ad-
equately represented
in the services of the
state”. The court also
cautioned the states,
asserting that they have
to justify decisions tak-
en if challenged in a
court of law.

Rajasthan govt transfers
30 IAS officers

Jarpur, FEB 9 (PTI): In
a bureaucratic reshuffle,
the Rajasthan govern-
ment on Sunday trans-
ferred and redesignated
30 IAS officers.
Senior IAS officer Sud-
hansh Pant, who was
on awaited posting or-
der, was appointed the
Principal Secretary of
Forest and Environment
Department where-
as Shreya Guha, who
was earlier holding the
charge, was redesignated
as the Principal Secretary
of Tourism, Art and Cul-
ture Department.
Sandeep Verma was
transferred as the Prin-
cipal Secretary of Rev-
enue, Colonisation and
Soldier Welfare Depart-
ment, and Rajesh Kumar
Yadav was appointed in
his place as the Princi-
pal Secretary of PHED
and Ground Water De-

partment.

Praveen Gupta, who
was a member of the Rev-
enue Board in Ajmer, was
appointed the Commis-
sioner of Departmental
Inquiry, Jaipur.

Principal Secretary to
Chief Minister Ashok Ge-
hlot, Ajitabh Sharma was
transferred to the Energy
Department. He was also
appointed the Chairman
of DISCOM and Rajasthan
Renewable Energy Cor-
poration.

Kunji Lal Meena, who
was earlier the Principal
Secretary of Energy De-
partment, was given the
charge of Mines and Pe-
troleum Department.

Umardeen Khan,
Namrata Vrishni and
Himanshu Gupta were
appointed the district
collectors of Jhujhunu,
Dungarpur and Jalore, re-
spectively.
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KUTSE SHEGU

The 49th days Kutse Shegu
of our late father Ren Rey Mondal
or Tenzing Lepcha, who left
for heavenly abode on 29 th
| December 2019 falls on 15th
and 16th February,2020.
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CLASSIFIEDS

FLAT FOR RENT /LEASE
Fully furnished 3BHK flat available for rent/
lease at Church Road near DPH. Roadside and
five minutes walking distance from MG Marg.
For more details: 9083826462 /9832556698

GENERAL LAND FOR SALE
General land 30X40 (3 Plots) available for sale
at Tadong 6th Mile next to Harka Maya College.
Flat Land no cutting required. Price 27 Lakhs
(negotiable).
Contact: 9800201335

LAND FOR SALE

Aland measuring an area for 50x32 1/2 at Road-
side just below housing colony is for sale. It is
just a one minute walking distance from Namchi
bazaar taxi stand. Interested party may contact
9593373387 and 9434406761

LAND FOR SALE

An area measuring 1 acre at Sadam South Sikkim

near Loretto Convent School at Gupti road. Price

negotiable any one interested can contact:
78640-04501,62970-03235, 98320-48410
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SINGTAM, 09 FEB [IPR]:
The North East Zone Cul-
tural Centre (NEZCC), in
collaboration with the

Culture Department,

—

Government of Sikkim,
is organising a classical
dance workshop on Kath-
ak at Natraj Kala Kendra
Society here in Singtam,

East Sikkim. The 15-day
workshop, which began
on Sunday, is being tak-
en by 40 students. The
workshop was inaugu-

Kathak workshop in Singtam

rated by Deputy Director,
Culture Department, in
the presence of officials
from Education and Cul-
ture Departments.

Fed Cup to be held in Dubai in March: ITF

NEw DELH], FEB 9 (PTI):
The Indian Fed Cup team
will travel to Dubai
for this year’s compe-
tition as the ITF has
named the desert city
as the new venue for
the matches, to be held
from March 3 to 7.

The ITF named the
new venue after mov-
ing out the matches
from then Chinese city
of Dongguan due to
Coronoavirus threat.
The Asia/Oceania

Group I matches were
originally scheduled to
be played from February
4-8.

“The event will be
held in the week follow-
ing the ATP Dubai tour-
nament at the same ven-
ue, and will see six na-
tions China PR., Chinese
Taipei, India, Indonesia,
Korea Rep. and Uzbeki-
stan - compete for a place
in the Fed Cup Play-offs
in April” an ITF release
said.

The six teams will vie
for two spots in Fed Cup
Play-offs.

“Being in  Dubai
makes no difference. But
the dates give enough
time to Sania for her re-
covery. Doubles is an im-
portant point. Ankita is
playing well. The other
team members will also
get some tournament to
play under their belt,’
India’s Fed Cup captain
Vishal Uppal told PTI.

Sania’s participation

was under doubt due to a
calf injury she aggravat-
ed during the Australian
Open, where she pulled
out of the mixed dou-
bles before retiring mid-
way into her women’s
doubles opening round
match.

“I think we have a
good chance but we will
have to be at our best
and fight hard for every
point, every game, every
set, every match,” Uppal
added.

GDP will reach new heights, says Niti Ayog official

COIMBATORE, FEB 9
(PTI): The country’s
economy would grow in
the next few years and
the GDP would reach a
commendable position,
a senior official in NITI
Ayog said on Sunday.
“The Indian econ-
omy is going to rise in
the next few years and
the workforce of youth
will take the country to
new heights,” Ramanan
Ramanathan, mission
directorAtal Innovation
Mission and Additional
Secretary NITI Aayog,

said here.

Delivering the Gradu-
ation Day address of Sri
Krishna College of Tech-
nology, he said the Indi-
an workforce is creating
name and fame to the
country and also to the
globe and GDP of India
would reach a commend-
able position.

The energy of Indian
youth is recognised by
various countries and
lots of changes are taking
place in technology and
society, which is going to
play an innovative role in

the future, he said.

Stating that teachers
were playing a significant
role in shaping the young
generations, he said the
youth should face the
challenges in life and also
in workplace.

“India is the greatest
country in the world in
many aspects. Destiny
of the country is decid-
ed by the contribution
of youth and we should
bring out the energy of
youth for various useful
purposes,” Ramanana-
than said.

Asking the student
to become job creators
and not job-seekers, he
said the youth should
have strong beliefs and

extraordinary commit-
ments.
Malarvizhi, chair-

person and managing
trustee of Sri Krish-
na Institutions, and
Mathur Parameswaran,
business management
leader, Altran India,
Bengaluru, were pres-
ent at the function, a
press release from the
college said.

Penalty hiked for violation of cleanliness rules: ECOR

BHUBANESWAR, FEB 9
(PTI): Littering railway
properties will attract
hefty fines from Monday
as the East Coast Railway
(ECoR) has revised pen-
alties, as part of its mea-
sures to maintain cleanli-
ness and hygiene.
According to an ECoR
oficial, commuters will
have to cough up more
for strewing trash on rail-
way station premises, de-
facing property, spitting,
sticking  unauthorized
bills and open defecation.
Penalty will also be
imposed on vendors
who do not take neces-
sary initiatives - separate
dustbins for dry and wet
waste and use of permis-

sible plastic bags, the of-
ficial said.

The fine will be in
the range of Rs 100 to
Rs 5,000, depending on
the nature of the offence,
he said. For almost every
category of offence, the
fines have been hiked by
atleast Rs 100.

The move was being
taken in line with the Cen-
tre’s ‘Swachh Bharat Mis-
sion’ and a National Green
Tribunal order, which had
asked the railways to put
in place a mechanism with
provisions of fixing ac-
countability of individuals
in respect to waste dispos-
al and littering, the official
said.

Along with RPF of-

ficers, station masters,
ticket collectors and rail-
way officials have been
authorized to detect and
penalise offenders across
all three ECoR divisions
-- Khurda Road, Sambal-
pur and Waltair.

The official also said
that ECoR, earlier, had
different penalties for
its stations, but now uni-
formity would be main-
tained across the three
divisions.

“For the first time,
there will be uniformi-
ty in fines imposed on
offenders across all sta-
tions of ECoR . The re-
vised rates will come into
effect from Monday,” he
added.

62.59 pc voter
turnout in
Delhi election:
Poll officials

NEw DELHI, 09 FEB: Del-

hi Chief Electoral Officer
Ranbir Singh declared
on Sunday evening that
the final turnout in the
Assembly elections
held yesterday was
62.59%.

This figure is about
2 percentage points
more than what was
recorded in the recent
Lok Sabha polls in Del-
hi (60.5%), but about 5
percentage points less
than what was tallied
in the 2015 assembly
elections. On the delay
in the announcement
of final turnout, which
led to AAP leaders
asking probing ques-
tions, Singh said that
the returning officers

WHEN ATMs FORGET THEY SHOULD DISPENSE ALL THE TIME: For all the stress on getting everyone
into the banking system, not enough attention is clearly being paid to banking services. Take the 9 ATMs
established in Singtam for instance. Not all of them can ever be expected to respond to requests for cash. On
Sunday, 09 Feb, only the SBI ATM in town had any cash in it and the crowd outside was big and frustrated.

[from YOGEN THATAL]

i 4

Bareilly gets back its ‘jhumka’ at last

BAREILLY ( UP), FEB
9 (PTI): Jhumka and
Bareilly became syn-
onymous after a 1966
chart-buster on the jew-
ellery in which actor Sad-
hana gave a feisty dance
performance.

The city has finally
got a fanciful 14-ft ‘jhum-
ka, embellished with
colourful stones and the
city’s famous ‘zari’ em-
broidery, installed at the
Parsakhera area on the
National Highway 24 and
is expected to be a major
attraction among visi-
tors.

The Asha Bhosle song
‘Thumka gira re, Bareilly
ki bazzar mein’ immor-
talised the connection
between the city and the
piece of jewellery.

Also known as Man-
jha city, Bareilly has
been manufacturing
kite-strings for over a
century, but the jhumka
has carved out a niche,
prompting the Bareilly
Development Authority
(BDA) to conceive the
project for tourists visit-
ing the city.

While unveiling the
iconic structure, Union
Minister and Bareilly
MP Santosh Gangwar
said visitors will finally
be able to associate the
landmark jhumka in the
city with the evergreen
song.

Even Prime Minister
Narendra Modi, while ad-
dressing a public meet-
ing here, once recalled
the lilting song from the

Sunil Dutt-starer to strike
an instant chord with the
crowd assembled at Ki-
san Kalyan Rally.

“I had never been
here in the past. But I
have definitely heard
Jhumka gira rey,” he had
said.

Amid raptures from
the crowd, he had also
recalled another Bho-
sle song ‘Surma bareilly
waala (kohl manufac-
tured in Bareilly), ankhi-
yon mein aisa daala’ from
film “Kismat”.

Inaugurating the
structure, Gangwar said,
“The collaborative effort
made by the authority,
various organisations
and local residents in
setting up the ambitious
jhumka in Bareilly is

commendable. It looks
beautiful and unique.”
“In Parliament, Con-
gress leader Ghulam
Nabi Azad in lighter vein
used to ask me whether
Bareilly’s ‘jhumkaa’ has
been found or not. Now, |
will tell him that Bareilly
has got its jhumka”.
Officials said the
project has cost the BDA
around Rs 18 lakh -- Rs 8
lakh for the jhumka and
Rs 10 lakh for the beau-
tification of the landscape
surrounding the main
structure. The location,
design and decoration
were decided by the au-
thority. It employed skilled
artisans, who worked dili-
gently ensuring that the
jhumka becomes a major
attraction for the tourists.

Cong says it disagrees with SC order on quota in jobs

NEw DELHI, FEB 9 (PTI):
The Congress on Sunday
said it disagreed with the
Supreme Court’s deci-
sion on the issue of res-
ervation in appointments
and promotions, and al-
leged that the rights of
SC/ST communities are
under threat during the
BJP rule.

Addressing a press
conference at the party
headquarters here, Con-
gress general secretary
Mukul Wasnik said the
party will raise the is-
sue inside and outside
parliament.

The Supreme Court
has held that states are

not bound to provide res-
ervation in appointments
and there is no funda-
mental right to claim
quota in promotions.

“In view of the law
laid down by this court,
there is no doubt that
the state government is
not bound to make res-
ervations. There is no
fundamental right which
inheres in an individual
to claim reservation in
promotions,” a bench of
justices L Nageswara Rao
and Hemant Gupta said.

The apex court said
this while dealing with
pleas regarding Uttara-
khand government’s

September 5, 2012 deci-
sion when the Congress
was in power in the state,
to fill up all posts in pub-
lic services in the state
without providing res-
ervations to Scheduled
Castes and Scheduled
Tribes.

“We respectfully say
that we do not agree with
this decision...the rights of
Schedule Caste and Sched-
ule Tribes are not secured
under the BJP govern-
ment,” Wasnik said.

“The Congress party
believes that the appoint-
ment of SC/ST people to
government posts should
not be at the discretion

of governments, but it
is the fundamental right
conferred by the Consti-
tution,” he said.

Echoing similar senti-
ments, Congress spokes-
person Udit Raj, who was
also present at the press
conference, said the mat-
ter shows the contradic-
tion between the BJP-led
government at the Cen-
tre and in the state, as the
Centre in a similar case
had pushed for reserva-
tion in promotions.

Taking on the saffron
party, the Dalit leader
said, “The BJP is basi-
cally against Dalits and
reservation”.

were busy with work
and that is why the
final announcement
got delayed. Sandeep
Saxena, Senior Deputy
Election Commissioner
from Election Commis-
sion, said the data on
all the polling stations
was first compiled and
added and that is why
it took time to arrive at
the final figure.

Ex-Dawood aide Tarik
Parveen held for extortion

MumsBal, FEB 9 (PTD):
The Anti Extortion Cell
(AEC) of the Mumbai Po-
lice on Sunday arrested
a former aide of fugitive
gangster Dawood Ibra-
him for allegedly extort-
ing a city-based busi-
nessman, police said.

Tarik Parveen was
arrested from Dongri in
south Mumbai, they add-
ed.

“We arrested Parveen
today after a case of ex-
tortion was registered
against him at the MRA
Marg Police Station. A
businessman had lodged
a complaint of extortion,”
Joint Commissioner of
Police Santosh Rastogi
said.

In the FIR, police have
also made former aide
of Dawood Ibrahim, Ejaz
Lakdawala and Salim

Furniturewala alias
Salim Maharaj as the ac-
cused, he added.

“Lakdawala and Fur-
niturewala are already in
our custody,” he said.

Lakdawala (50), who
was wanted in 25 cases
in Mumbai, was arrested
from Patna in Bihar on
January 8.

A Byculla-based
builder had complained
to the police last year
that Lakdawala was
seeking extortion money
from him, police said.

During Lakdawala’s
interrogation, Furniture-
wala’s involvement in the
extortion racket came to
light. It was found that
Furniturewala was help-
ing Lakdawala in running
the racket he was operat-
ing from overseas, police
said.

WANDERING
SOULS OF S2KK:zm

www. wanderingsoulsofsikkim.
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What is Novel Coronavirus - nCoV?

The Novel Coronavirus (nCoV) is new strain of
Coronavirus that originated in Wuhan, China.
Notorious for mutating quickly and acquiring new
qualities,it is a rising epidemic that was
previously not identified in humans.

Precautions to Prevent
nCoV

® Wash your hands often with soap.

® Use an alcohol based hand sanitizer

# Obzerve good personal hygiene.

#® Avaid touching your face with unwashed hands.

* Avoid contact with people with possible symptoms.

# Avoid contact with animals and consumption of
undercooked meats,

* Avoid travel to nCoV affected places.

& Wear a mask if you have respiratory syndrome.
and cover your mouth while coughing or sneezing.

If you seck help, you may call -
Toll free no. 104

District surveillance Officer
EAST : TOZ28372100

WEST : 859