
check out an experiment with 
some podcasting from Sikkim. 

Visit our website 
www.summittimes.com 
or find us on SoundCloud at 
https://soundcloud.com/tsher-
ing-eden-506860426/stray-
thoughts-o1
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Sikkim to have 18 more polling 
stations for Election 2019

ARPAN PRADHAN
G , 22 J :

The Of ice of the Chief 
Electoral Of icer has 

begun preparations for 
Elections 2019 in ear-
nest and is keeping busy 
prepping for the event.

“We have started 
preparations for Election 
2019 systematically in 
phase-wise manner and 
have begun with the ratio-
nalization of polling sta-
tions. The total number of 
polling stations this time 
will be 567, an increase 
of 18 polling stations,” in-
forms Chief Electoral Of i-
cer, Sikkim, R Telang.

Speaking to Summit-
Times, he explained that 

the Election Department 
has completed the ratio-
nalization of polling sta-
tions and followed it up 
with the revision of the 
voter list and the inal 
list of voters will be pub-
lished on 31 January. The 
left out eligible voters 
can, however, add their 
names to the list through 
a special provision.

The Election Depart-
ment has also been orga-
nizing a series of train-
ings and awareness pro-
grammes at schools, gram 
panchayat wards and poll-
ing stations on EVMs and 
VVPAT, he adds.

He further said that 
besides the training, Dis-

trict Collectors have also 
initiated the manpower 
planning required for the 
approaching elections, 
which includes planning 
on how many polling 
parties are required, ve-
hicles required and the 
budget expenses.

He also informed that 
the Election Commission 
of India, at a video confer-
ence, directed the Chief 
Secretary and Director 
General of Police to re-
view the preparation in 
the State and take stock 
of the law and order ar-
rangements and subjects 
like the requirement of 
the central police forces 
during the elections.

“Sikkim has the repu-
tation of conducting fair 
and peaceful elections 
and we are 100% con i-
dent of maintaining this 
reputation with the co-
operation and support of 
all political parties and 
the people of Sikkim,” 
said Mr Telang.

The Chief Electoral 
Of icer, Sikkim, also ap-
pealed to the people not 
to believe in rumors re-
garding the elections and 
seek information from 
authentic sources by 
calling the toll free help 
line number “1950” of 
the Election Commission 
which will be launched in 
the state on 25 January.

Dawadis 
hold Deywali 
Kul Puja
SUMMIT REPORT
G , 22 J : 

Members of the Dawadi 
community residing 

in different parts of the 
world have been conduct-
ing ‘Deywali Kul Puja’ every 
three years. The prayers 
were held at the residence 
of Bhagirath Dawadi 
of Dawadi Gaon, Ling-
moo-Pepthang in South 
Sikkim, in a grand manner 
on 19 and 20 January this 
year and were attended 
by Dawadis from Myan-
mar, Nepal, Australia and 
different States of India. It 
is informed that the puja 
was started 55 years back 
and has been conducted 
18 times so far at different 
places in Sikkim and Nepal.

HSP to elect president on 24 Jan

SKM condemns use of offensive 
language by SDF spokespersons

Gram Swaraj Abhiyan 
reaches Soreng

REBYNA RANA
G , 22 J :

Hamro Sikkim Party (HSP) 
will be holding elections 

for the post of president on 
24 Jan as decided in a meet-
ing of its Central Executive 
Committee held today. The 
results will be announced on 
the same day.

The meeting also des-
ignated 7 members of the 
CEC to form a committee to 
oversee and carry out nego-
tiations with other political 
parties. HSP is open to any 
opposition party as long as 
they agree in principle to 
four issues, on which the HSP 
cannot compromise.

The issues are resto-
ration of seats for the Sik-
kimese of Nepali Origin as 
well as the removal of the 
immigrant tag for this com-
munity, immediate allotment 
of reserved seats for the Lim-
boo and Tamang communi-
ties as per the order of the 
Supreme Court, immediate 
declaration of tribal status 
for the remaining 11 left out 
communities as per the pro-
visions of article 371F of the 
Constitution and, urgent and 
decisive action against the 
massive corruption in Sik-
kim and to work tirelessly 
towards making ours a cor-
ruption free state.

SUMMIT REPORT
G , 22 J :

Sikkim Krantikari Mor-
cha today came down 

heavily on SDF, especial-
ly its spokespersons, for 
the uncouth language 
used by them while com-
menting on Opposition 
parties at a press brie ing 
here yesterday.

SKM spokesperson, 
Jacob Khaling, also coun-
tered the SDF defence 
of Chief Minister Pawan 
Chamling with regard 
to his recent comments 
and insisted that it is 
obvious from the speech 
in question that he was 
mocking and making 
light of menstruation.

He contended that 
the SKM Nari Morcha has 
raised its voice in defence 
of the modesty of women 
and that the SKM wom-
en had taken a principled 
stand by lodging an FIR in 
appropriate forum against 
the Chief Minister. 

Countering the SDF’s 
frequent allusion to SKM 
as a “goonda party,” Mr 
Khaling stated that it was 
obvious to the people as 
to which party met this 
criteria if one looked 
at the manner in which 
women are referenced in 
a public address.

In this regard, he 
also mentioned the 
slew of salacious pam-

phlets targeting the then 
SKM working presi-
dent, Bharati Sharma, in 
2013. These pamphlets, 
the handiwork of the 
SDF, reveal which party 
has been disrespectful 
of women all along, Mr 
Khaling said.

Inviting the SDF 
spokespersons to a open 
public debate on 30 Jan-
uary at Ray on socio-po-
litical issues of Sikkim, Mr 
Khaling said, “Let the pub-
lic test the mentality of 
SKM and SDF and decide.”

As for the SDF claim 
of there not being any 
corruption case against 
the CM, Mr Khaling said

turn to pg02

SORENG, 22 JAN (IPR): The ‘Gram Swaraj 
Abhiyan’ or the ‘Janta Mela’ organised by 
the Department of Rural Management & De-
velopment for the year 2018-19 was held at 
the Soreng Ground which was attended by 
the Chief Minister, Pawan Chamling as the 
chief guest along with Minister, HRDD,  RB 
Subba; Minister, RM&DD,  SB Subedi; Min-
ister, UD&HD,  NK Subba; Minister, Health 
& IPR,  AK Ghatani; Deputy Speaker (SLA),  
Sonam Gyatso Lepcha; MLAs; Chairpersons 
of various Boards; Advisors; HoDs from dif-
ferent departments and Dignitaries. 

On the day, the Chief Minister laid 
the foundation stone for the Fire Station 
Building at Soreng.

In his address to the public present 
in the Janta Mela he reminded the public 
about the Government’s commitment to-
wards their welfare. 

He mentioned that the people of Sik-
kim must realize that the “Janta Mela or 
the Gram Swaraj Abhiyan” is a one of a kind 
event and an initiative of the Government. 

He mentioned that the government, 
since its inception, has always been there 
for the public in every way and that their 
policies too are formulated for the citizens’ 
bene it in the long run. He pointed out that 
they have always worked keeping the Sik-
kimese citizenry in mind.

Pawan Chamling advised all the Pancha-
yats and of icials to select genuine bene i-
ciaries who are in dire need of such bene i-
cial schemes of the government. 

He also advised the youth of Sikkim to 
be innovation ready and always have a pos-
itive mindset with an attitude of looking 
forward in life. He also asked them to re-
spect elders who are according to him the 
embodiment of God and hence every elder 
needs love and care from their families.

The Chief Minister handed over token 
grants/bene its in cash and kind to bene icia-
ries from different parts of the West District. 

Buffaloes, poultry and piglets were also 
distributed under Animal Husbandry De-
partment. Similarly, token incentives were 
also handed over to bene iciaries of ‘Proud 
Mother Scheme’, grant-in-aid to religious 
institutions under Ecclesiastical depart-
ment, and incentives for community invest-
ment under State Rural Livelihood Mission. 

The distribution of allotment orders to 
eligible bene iciaries under ‘Land Bank 

turn to pg02
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DEPARTMENT OF INFORMATION & PUBLIC RELATIONS
GOVERNMENT OF SIKKIM

 No. 674/IPR/18-19                                                                            Dated. 21.01.2019
                                          

PUBLIC NOTICE 
The State Level Celebration of Republic Day, 2019 will 

be held at Paljor Stadium on 26th January, 2019. Being 
a national function, the programme will be attended by 
Honourable Governor of Sikkim and Honourable Chief 
Minister of Sikkim along with Honourable other high 
ranking dignitaries.

Due to security reasons, carrying of water bottles are 
strictly forbidden at the venue and all Government em-
ployees, PSUs and members of public representatives 
are requested to carry with them respective identity 
card to gain access to the venue.  

                                                                                                                     
                                                     IPR DEPARTMENT 

                          Government of Sikkim
R.O.No.: 609/IPR/PUB/Classi/18-19 
Date: 21/01/2019

KUTSE SHEGU
The 49th day Kutse Shegu of Late Lakpa Tsering Ethenpa ( 
88 yrs. ) who left for his heavenly abode on 10th Dec 2018 
falls on Sunday the 27th Jan 2019.

All relatives, family friends & well wishers are request-
ed to join us in offering prayers for the departed soul at 
our residence at “ Ethenpa Villa “, Lower Tadong, Gangtok. 
We also express our gratitude to all those who stood by us 
during our time of bereavement.

Mrs. Pasang Lhamu Ethenpa (Pasang Guruma) (wife)
Mr. Menla T. Ethenpa & Tshering Pem (son & daughter-in-law)

Dr. Sonam T. Ethenpa & Chumki (son & daughter-in-law)
Mrs. Diki Yangzum Ethenpa & Karma Chankapa ( daughter & son-in-law)

Ms. Chopel S. Ethenpa ( daughter )
Mrs. Sangay Pema Ethenpa & Pemba Lama ( daughter & son-in-law)

& host of grand children & Great Grand Children
(M) 943-4031-333, 900-2136-777, 817-000-5544

Scheme’ to Sukumbasi (Landless). This welfare 
Scheme is a recent government decision and entails 
allotting available Government lands to Sukumbasi. 

In conclusion, the Chief Minister announced that 
festival of Bhumchu, Teej, Mangshirey Purnima of 
Bhujel community, and Sanderpida of Mukhia com-
munity will be designated Government holidays. 

Gram Swaraj Abhiyan...

that if the SDF and its government were so con ident 
of having run a clean administration, they should have 
no problem opening themselves to a CBI investigation 
and settling the matter once and for all.

Sonam Bhutia of SKM also took issue with the 
choice of words used by SDF’s KT Gyaltsen and ac-
cused him of debasing the level of political debate in 
Sikkim and pointed out that person born into a priv-
ileged family has no right to speak of class struggle.

SKM condemns use...

Beti Bachao Beti Padhao celebration at Dzongu
WANGCHUK BHUTIA
M , 22 J :

As part of Beti Bachao 
Beti Padhao (BBBP) 

week celebration, a pro-
gramme was held at 
Gor Secondary school 
ground, Dzongu on 21 
Jan. The programme was 
attended by Chairperson 
SNT, Pintsho Namgyal Lep-
cha as chief guest accom-
panied by CDPO, Dzongu, 
Netuk Lepcha Panchayat 
President cum ward Pan-
chayats, Resource person 
from Hee Gyathang PHC 
and ICDS staffs. 

The programme 
started with Signature 
campaign for BBBP and 
launching of BBBP stick-
ers and door-to-door 
pasting of stickers.

CDPO Dzongu, in his 

address, stated that this 
programme is conduct-
ed under the guidance 
of DM(N), Karma R Bon-
po under BBBP, as this 
scheme and programme 
is looked after by the 

Central Government. He 
also shared information 
about BBBP Pradhan 
Mantri Matritwa Van-
dana Yojana (PMMVY), 
Janani Suraksha Yoja-
na (JSY), Poshan Abhi-

yan-Natiional Nutrition 
Mission. Resource per-
son, PHC Hee-Gyathang, 
gave talk on health & hy-
giene, ill effects of alcohol 
consumption and drug 
abuse. She also conduct-

ed quiz competition on 
health and the winners 
were awarded prizes.

The chief guest in his 
address appreciated the 
programme conducted 
on BBBP.

Awareness Campaign 
on “Beti Bachao Beti Pad-
hao” was also held recently 
at Singhik ICDS wherein 
topics like Beti Bachao Beti 
Padhao, Poshan Abhiyan, 
POCSO Act, health and hy-
giene and Sukanya Samrid-
di Yojana were discussed. 
The programme had out-
reach worker (ICPS), ANM 
Singhik PHC and CDPO as 
resource persons. 

Similar programme 
was held today at Toong 
Naga GPU. The celebra-
tion will be held till 26 
Jan, 2019.

ECI video conference takes 
stock of election preparedness

G , 22 J  (IPR): 
A video-conference of 
the Chief Secretaries, 
Chief Electoral Of icers, 
Director General of Po-
lice and senior of icials of 
twelve States (Arunachal 
Pradesh, Assam, Bihar, 
Jharkhand, Maharastra, 
Manipur, Meghalaya, 
Mizoram, Nagaland, 
Sikkim, Tripura and 
West Bengal) was or-
ganized by the Election 
Commission of India 
this afternoon.

Chief Secretary AK 

Shrivastava made a com-
prehensive presentation 
to the ECI on key areas of 
preparations in the State 
for the forthcoming Lok 
Sabha Elections 2019.

A comprehensive 
review of agendas and 
strategies preparedness 
of the States prior to Gen-
eral Election 2019 was 
conducted through video 
conference by Election 
Commissioner of India, 
Sunil Arora.

Different aspects of 
conducting the election, 

including availability of 
budget, manpower, re-
sources, SVEEP, planning, 
polling station arrange-
ments and IT applica-
tions, including security, 
were discussed in detail 
and the preparedness of 
States on each of these 
parameters assessed.

Mr Arora informed 
that very soon officials 
from Election Commis-
sion of India will visit 
all the twelve States to 
take stock of the pre-
paredness.

SMTWA 
celebrates 45th 
foundation day
YOGEN THATAL
SINGTAM, 21 JAN:
The 45th foundation day 
of Singtam Motor Trans-
port Workers Associa-
tion was celebrated by 
the association in Sing-
tam today. 

Gangtok Chalo team reaches Singtam

SUMMIT REPORT
G , 22 J :

Sikkim Progressive 
Youth Forum has com-

pleted the third day of 
the movement ‘Gangtok 
Chalo’. The movement 
that started on 20 Jan 
from Gyalshing halted 
at Hingdam, South Sik-
kim on the irst day and 
reached Yangang on the 
second day, a press re-
lease informs. 

Today the march 
started from Yangang 
and reached Adarsh 
Gaon, Singtam by the end 

of the day. By Wednesday 
afternoon, the team will 
reach Gangtok and stay 
there until all their de-
mands are ful illed, the 
release mentions.

The Forum wants the 
government to ful il as-
surances that the Health 
Minister had given on 03 
Aug 2018. In the written 
assurance, it is stated 
that the IPHS norms of 
the Government of In-
dia will be implemented 
100 percent in Gyalshing 
Hospital within 90 days 
from the day of signing 

the letter and the condi-
tion of all other hospitals 
will be upgraded. 

“We are demanding 
the Government to ful il 
its own written assur-
ance. We do not under-
stand why Government 
is so reluctant to provide 
the necessities of a dis-
trict hospital,” the Forum 
has said. 

The team has fur-
ther appealed to all peo-
ple living in and around 
Singtam, Ranipool and 
Gangtok to join them on 
the way to Gangtok. 

GPU level programme on organic 
farming at Simik Lingzey 

SUMMIT REPORT
G , 21 J :

A daylong GPU level 
programme on or-

ganic farming was con-
ducted by International 
Panaacea Limited in as-
sociation Sikkim Organic 
Mission, Government of 
Sikkim, at Simik Lingzey 
Gram Prashasan Kendra, 

East Sikkim on 21 Jan, a 
press release informs.

Panchayat President, 
Vice President, Pancha-
yat Members, Agricul-
ture Development Of i-
cer, FS & ADD, VLW, As-
sistant Technology Man-
ager from ATMA and In-
Charge, IPL progressive 
farmers of Simik Lingzey 

and Field Functionaries 
of IPL were present in 
the programme. 

Information on State 
government schemes and 
central schemes such as 
Pradhan Mantri Krishi Vi-
kash Yojana, Pradhan Mantri 
Krishi Sichai Yojana, Rastriya 
Krishi Vikash Yojana, etc was 
provided to farmers. 

IHRC team visits Jorethang Mela 
site, enquires about lathicharge 

SUMMIT REPORT
R , 22 J :
International Human Rights 
Council (IHRC) Sikkim 
branch team visited Jore-
thang Mela premises where 
the incident of lathicharge 
occurred on 17 Jan.

During its two-day vis-

it, the four-member team, 
headed by president Sik-
kim Branch, Ganesh Shar-
ma conducted an enquiry 
into the incident. They 
have also interacted with 
the victims and the public 
who were lathicharged by 
the police personnel. 

Later, they visited the 
SDM of ice and Police 
Station, Jorethang where 
they discussed the mat-
ter with SDM Jorethang 
and SHO Jorethang and 
requested the authorities 
to investigate the case 
transparently.

Futsal Association of 
Sikkim to conduct trials 

for National C’ship 
SUMMIT REPORT
G , 22 JAN:

Futsal Association of 
Sikkim (FAS) will be 

conducting trials for Na-
tional Futsal Champion-
ship on 27 Jan at In ini-
ty futsal arena, Tadong, 
from 7-9 a.m. The nation-
al championship is going 
to be held at Kerala on 
20–24 Feb, 2019.

This was decided in 
an FAS meeting held to-
day which also decided 
to finalise the Sikkim 
team for the nationals 
by 10 Feb.

The meeting was at-
tended by FAS president, 
Dr. Remon Chettri, general 
secretary, Dr. Binoy Upreti 
and other members.

The meeting also 
discussed the NE Futsal 
League and District 
Futsal Tournament 
which will commence at 
Mangan, North Sikkim 
soon. The advisory board 
members have been ap-
pointed and the inalisa-
tion of the sponsors/in-
vestors for the same will 
also be done by the end 
of February.

SKM Nari Morcha team 
meets National Women’s 
Commission chairperson

SUMMIT REPORT
G , 22 J : 

A seven-member del-
egation of Nari Mor-

cha of Sikkim Krantikari 
Morcha party met the 
Chairperson of the Na-
tional Women’s Com-
mission, Rekha Sharma 
in New Delhi on Tues-
day afternoon. The del-
egation was led by Nari 
Morcha chief convener, 
Kala Rai and has senior 
leaders Bhim Kumari 
Sharma, Pavitra Bhan-
dari, Rupa Mangar, Pre-
rna Darnal, Jamyang 
Bhutia and Teni Doma 
Bhutia of Nari Morcha.

An SKM press release 
informs that the delega-
tion submitted a mem-
orandum and related 
video clip to the National 
Women’s Commission 
Chairperson on the Chief 
Minister’s remark on 
menstruation. The re-
lease adds that the Nari 
Morcha has already ap-
proached the Sikkim Po-
lice and the State Wom-
en’s Commission. 

The NWC Chairper-
son has assured Nari 
Morcha of investigating 
the matter to take ap-
propriate action, the re-
lease mentions.
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OFFICE OF THE CHIEF ELECTORAL OFFICER
BALUAKHANI,GANGTOK-SIKKIM

PUBLIC NOTICE
(Change in Date of Final Publication of ELECTORAL ROLL)

This is to information of general public that final Publication of Electoral 
Roll in respect of Special Summary Revision of Photo Electoral Rolls of 
intensive nature with reference to 01.01.2019 as qualifying date in all As-
sembly Constituencies of Sikkim will be on 31.01.2019 (Thursday) instead 
of 18.01.2019 (Friday).

No Voter to be left Behind
Mere possession of EPIC card without name in elec-
toral roll does not provide Right to vote. Please check 
your name in voter list online www.ceosikkim.nic.in or 
www.nvsp.in
If your name is missing from electoral rill, please ap-
ply immediately. Process for additional of addition of 
names and correction of existing entries will continue 
even after inal publication of electoral roll.

Helpline No.      website: 
    1950             www.ceosikkim.nic.in 

R.O. No. 607/IPR/PUB/Classi./18-19                           Date: 19.01.2019

Sd/-
Chief Electoral Of icer, Sikkim.

ROADS & BRIDGES DEPARTMENT
GOVERNMENT OF SIKKIM

Memo No:-150/AES/R&B                 Date:-21/01/2019  
   

NOTICE INVITING TENDER
For and on behalf of the Governor of Sikkim, Assistant Engineer-Singtam, Roads & Bridges Department Gov-
ernment of Sikkim, invites sealed tenders under single bid system from the eligible contractors of Class 
IV Grade enlisted with Sikkim Public Works Department vide Noti ication No: 515/R&B/PWD/Secy, dated 
12.06.2018 and noti ication No. 556/R&B/PWD/Secy. dated: 28.08.2018 for the construction of fair weather 
roads, through competitive bidding within the territorial jurisdiction of the concerned Ward of the Gram 
Panchayat Unit under Tumin-Lingi Constituency  where the work is to be executed. 

The details of works and time schedule are as under:

SL 
No.

Name of Work Cost of Work put 
to tender           (in 
Rs)

Earnest Money              
@ 2.50%                         
(in Rs)

Cost of 
Tender 
documents                        
(in Rs)

Completion 
Time

1 Construction of Fair 
Weather Road from 
Dikchu Makha Road to 
Pengring in East Sikkim.

 

 Km 1st Rs. 42,38,496.00 Rs.1,05,970.00 Rs. 1,500.00 09 months
 KM 2nd Rs. 42,38,496.00 Rs.1,05,970.00 Rs. 1,500.00 09 months

TIME SCHEDULE:-
1 Date of submission of application with Bank 

receipt & TDR for issue of Tender Documents 
.

6th February, 2019 (10.00am to 4.00pm) at 
resepctive Gram Prashashan Kendra where 
work is to be executed.

2 Last Date and Time for submission of Ten-
der:

7th. February, 2019 (10.00am to 1.00pm) at 
resepctive Gram Prashashan Kendra where 
work is to be executed.

3 Date and Time for Opening of Tender: 7th. February, 2019 (1.00pm) at resepctive 
Gram Prashashan Kendra where work is to be 
executed.

CONDITIONS OF CONTRACT:      
1 Tender is open only to the eligible Contractors/Firms of appropriate Class/Area. 
2 The intending tenders/contractors should apply in writing for issue of tender documents. The ap-

plication would be invariably be signed by the contractor himself/herself. The tender documents 
will not be issued to any person other than the INTENDING TENDER. The application shall be sub-
mitted initially for each works listed above with all required documents. 

3 The application should enclosed attested copies of the a) Goods & Services Tax Clearance Certi icate 
(b) Validated/Updated Contractor Enlistment Certi icate along the application. It is mandatory to 
produce the original validated/Updated Enlistment Certi icate during sale/Issue of the Tender Doc-
uments for veri ication.     

4 The prescribed Non-Transferable Tender Documents (excluding the Tender Form) can be obtain 
during the period speci ied in (As abovefrom the of ice of the Assistant Engineer-Singtam, Roads & 
Bridges Department, Singtam on production of requisite Bank Receipt of the State Bank of Sikkim 
towards the cost of Tender Documents (Non-Refundable) under the Head “0059-80-800” cost of 
Tender Form (Roads & Bridges).    

5 Earnest money deposit @ 2.50% in the State Bank of Sikkimshall be in the form of Deposit Receipt 
of Schedule Bank which includes deposits in the form of Temporary Deposit Receipt (TDR) in favour 
of the Accounts Of icer, Roads & Bridges Department, NirmanBhawan, Gangtok. Tender Form shall 
be issued only on production of toward deposit receipts of 2.50% earnest money. 

6 The Tender documents, including the Tender Form with quoted offer should be placed in a sealed 
cover with the name of the tenderers and the name of work superscripted on it, supporting docu-
ments listed at Sl. No: (a)&(b)above should be enclosed with the offer. 

7 Sealed Tenders may be deposited in the Tender Box in the of ice of the Assistant Engineer-Singtam, 
Roads & Bridges Department, Singtam, on the date and within the time indicated above. 

8 Tenders shall be opened by a Tender Opening Committee as prescribed by the Government in the 
presence of the tenderers on the date and time indicated above.   

9 The Tenderer shouldsign on every page of the tender documents as Acceptance of the General Direction and 
Conditions of the contract and other laid down norms. The rate quoted should be both in igures and words 
and should be inclusive of GST and all other Taxes and Levies. Over writing and corrections should be avoided 
and if made should be authenticated. Incomplete/Conditional tenders shall be rejected forthwith.   

10  In case of any discrepancy in rate(s) printed in the schedule of Rates and Quantities issued with the 
tender documents, rates as per approved Schedule of Rates will be taken as correct.  For items out-
side the Schedule of Rates (SOR), the rates shall be as per the technically checked estimate/analysis. 
Decision of the PCE-cum-Secretary/Head of the Department will be inal in the regard. 

11 The work value, scope and quantum of the work are subjected to change; the contractor shall ex-
ecute the work as per the directives of the Department. No claim on this account is entertained 
whatsoever. If any claim is made, it shall be as per the agreement rates.  

12 The Department reserves the rights to hold payments to the contractor unless test certi icates are 
not produced by the contractor when called upon to do so.   

13  Avoidable damages due to negligence of the contractor shall be at his/her own risk and cost.The Depart-
ment shall not be liable for payment of such damages (if any), including accidents to labour at site. 

14  The offer shall remain valid for a period for 90 (Ninety) days. The work should commence within 15 
( ifteen) days form the issue of Work Order.    

15 All the conditions as mentioned in the NIT shall be deemed to a part of the agreement to be entered 
with the contractor. Security deposit shall be collected by deductions from the running bills of the 
contractor @ 5.00% of the value of work done.    

16 The Department reserves the right to accept or reject any or all tenders without assigning any rea-
son thereof.    

17 The recoveries of Royalties on Forest Produce shall be as per rates noti ied by the Government from time 
to time and applicable on the date of payment. In no case, claim of any contractor for deduction as per 
rates incorporated in Analysis of Rates or Schedule of Rates on the date of tender shall be acceptable. 

18 Subletting of contract work is against the norms and it comes to the notice, the original contract 
shall be cancelled and appropriate action shall be initiated as per the rules.  

19 The Department also reserves the right to increase, decrease, alter or modify the item of works as 
indicated in the NIT without assigning any reason thereof.   

20  In case the man power employed by the contractors are from outside the State or neighboring 
countries, it shall be the responsibility of the contractors to get them registered with the Labour 
Department, Government of Sikkim as per the relevant Labour Laws.  

21   Use of explosive shall be regulated as under:    
(a)  Transportation, Handling, storage and use of Explosives (if necessary) shall be in accordance with 

the provision of the India Explosive Act and General Guidelines, Circulars issued by the department 
and other competent authorities on the subject from time to time.  

(b)   The rules and regulations issued by the Sikkim Public Works Department or any other competent 
authority shall strictly be adhered to with regard to transportation, storage; handling and use of 
explosives shall be maintained by the contractor.   

22   The contractor shall also make arrangement to have photographs of the works taken at least at 
three stages of the construction period i.e. beginning, middle and completion stages.  

23 Damage of properties in and around the work site must be avoided at all cost. The contractor shall 
be held responsible for any acts of negligence and shall be made to make good the damages. 

24 It is accepted to the tenderer to have inspected the site before submitting his/her bid. There may be possible 
site dif iculties for which the tenderer should have their own correct assessment before submitting the bid. 

25 The cost of Stock materials supplied from the Departmental store will be deducted from the contrac-
tor’s bills as per rules. 

26 The bidders shall produce a Certi icate of Residence from the concerned Gram Panchayat Unit where 
the work is to be executed.     

     
     

Sd/-
ASSISTANT ENGINEER
SINGTAM SUB DIVISION

ROADS & BRIDGES DEPARTMENT
R.O.No.: 615/IPR/PUB/Classi/18-19 
Date: 22.01.19

                                                                                    
OFFICE OF THE SUPERINTENDING  ENGINEER

STATE PROJECT MONITORING UNIT, NATIONAL HYDROLOGY PROJECT
WATER RESOURCES & RIVER DEVELOPMENT DEPARTMENT,

GOVERNMENT OF SIKKIM

            E-Procurement Notice 
BID ID No: - NHP- 02/Online Tender-01 OF 2018-19

The Superintending Engineer(NHP),W.R &R. D.D. invites 
items rate bids through e-procurement for Supply and In-
stallation of Acoustic Doppler Current Pro iler (ADCP) 
and Development of Rating Curve for Identi ied G-D 
Sites In Sikkim Under National Hydrology project
The details of the bids are available at  www.sikkim-
tenders.gov.in 

Superintending Engineer (NHP)R.O.No.: 616/IPR/PUB/Classi/18-19 
Date: 22.01.19 

Tourism and Civil Aviation Department
Government of Sikkim

Paryatan Bhawan
Tadong-Gangtok

RE TENDER NOTICE
NIT No. 352
On behalf of the Governor of Sikkim, the Tourism & Civil Avi-
ation Department, Government of Sikkim is inviting Re-ten-
der for the work of “Development of Magarzong at Mangsari 
in West Sikkim” on Design, Built & Transfer (DBT) basis. For 
further details, the interested contractors may visit the Gov-
ernment website www.sikkimtender.gov.in which shall be 
uploaded w.e.f. 23.01.2019.
Dated: 21.01.2019
Place: Gangtok 
R.O. No: 618/IPR/PUB/Classi/18-19 
Date: 22.01.2019

Sd/-
Chief Engineer
Tourism & Civil 

Aviation Department

Chief Secretary visits ICAR-NOFRI
G , 22 J  
( ): Chief Secretary 
of Sikkim, Alok Kumar 
Shrivastava, visited 
ICAR-National Organic 
Farming Research Insti-
tute (NOFRI), Tadong, 
Gangtok today to interact 
with Scientists and other 
staff of the institute. 

In the beginning Joint 
Director, Dr. RK Avasthe 
briefed him about the 
various ongoing research 
and extension activities. 
He visited the Research 
Farm of ICAR-NOFRI and 
held detailed discussions 
with various Scientists. 
He visited all the sec-
tions of the animal sci-
ences and was briefed 
about different research 
programmes of goatery, 
poultry, dairy and pig-
gery units. 

He showed great in-
terest in organic crop 
production research tri-
als undergoing at NOFRI 

and was also detailed 
about various climate 
resilient technologies 
developed. He visited the 
micro processing unit 
for turmeric and ginger 
powder extraction and 
appreciated that organic 
products are being pro-
duced at the farm. 

Joint Director also 
briefed him about var-
ious horticultural re-
search programmes 
undergoing and also 
demonstrated the year 

round vegetable pro-
duction in low cost poly 
tunnels and low cost rain 
shelters and kiwi pro-
duction technology for 
organic conditions. 

Later he visited the 
agroforestry section 
and was informed 
about the ongoing re-
search activities in the 
development of profit-
able integrated organic 
farming system model in 
the context of Sikkim. 

He also visited ver-

micompost and manure 
production units of the 
Institute and showed 
satisfaction over the 
work being undertak-
en to address various 
issues pertaining to or-
ganic manure availabili-
ty in the state. 

Later Vanaraja back-
yard poultry day old 
chicks were distributed 
by the Chief Secretary to 
farmers of Sikkim.

He expressed satis-
faction and lauded the 
Scientists for doing com-
mendable work for the 
betterment of farming 
community of Sikkim. 
He appreciated the 
efforts put in by the 
ICAR-NOFRI team for 
the research work being 
carried and also congrat-
ulated them for their 
hard work and tremen-
dous efforts towards 
development of organ-
ic agriculture in the state.

Football coaching 
camp by United 
Bojoghari 
concludes
SUMMIT REPORT
G , 22 J :

A 15-day football 
coaching camp or-

ganized by United Bo-
joghari starting from 07 
Jan concluded on Monday. 
The camp was attend-
ed by 35 boys and 5 girls 
aged below 15 years.

Certi icates of partici-
pation and certi icates of 
appreciation were pro-
vided to all the children 
and coaches from the 
boys club.

United Bojoghari has 
extended gratitude to the 
Penlong School Commit-
tee for their cooperation 
and for lending them the 
Penlong School ground.

BSF hands over 
31 stranded 
Rohingyas to 
Tripura Police
A /N  D -

, J  22 (PTI): The BSF 
Tuesday handed over the 31 
Rohingya Muslims, who were 
stranded on the India-Ban-
gladesh border since January 
18, to the Tripura police, after 
the paramilitary force and its 
counterpart, the BGB, failed to 
reach a decision during talks 
on the issue, officials said.

The Rohingyas were 
stuck in no-man’s land, be-
yond the barbed wire fence 
along the Indo-Bangladesh 
border in Tripura since Fri-
day last. The situation had 
led to a blame game between 
the Border Security Force 
(BSF) and its counterpart 
-- Border Guards Bangla-
desh (BGB) -- with the two 
sides accusing each other 
of pushing them into their 
territories. Deputy Inspector 
General of the BSF Brijesh 
Kumar said, “The Rohingyas 
were behind the barbed wire 
fence since January 18. We 
took up the matter with the 
BGB and requested them to 
take them back to Bangla-
desh. They denied. Several 
rounds of talks with the BGB 
had failed. So, we handed 
them over to police.”

A battalion command-
er-level meeting was held at 
the Zero Line on Sunday, the 
officials said. Officials in New 
Delhi said the BSF informed 
the Home Ministry about the 
final result of the talks and 
gave the situation report.

After receiving the 
ministry’s nod, the BSF 
signed the papers and 
handed over the 31 Ro-
hingyas to the staff of the 
Amtoli police station in 
West Tripura district po-
lice at 11 am, ending the 
standoff with their Ban-
gladeshi counterparts. 
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Converts and Support
The people will soon be important again

Politicians in our country, as also in Sikkim, have 
lived in the make-believe world of sycophants 

and appearances for far too long to be able to see 
realities unless strained through the reassuring fil-
ters that suit and surround them. In their defence, 
it is not just politicians who take on such imag-
ined sense of power, significance and influence, 
and one sees such attitudes among government 
officials, social and religious organisations, and 
yes, even in the media. It is however only the pol-
iticians who need to routinely lobby for direct en-
dorsement of the people to remain of consequence 
and also stand a chance of deciding policy, hence it 
becomes important for their priorities to be aligned 
properly and political-speak nuanced with a better 
sense of proportions and pragmatism.

One could argue that selective perceptions would 
affect only individual fates and political careers, but 
it becomes important to marshal the debate on the 
right course when these impressions begin hogging 
public engagement. Take for instance the trend of 
claiming turncoats, a gimmick which gains currency 
every time elections come calling. These are ine as 
campaign-trail asides, but rankle when they become 
the centrepiece of announcements. One speaks here 
of the frequent claims and counterclaims of number 
of supporters gained and weaned away that com-
pete for headlines on pg02 nowadays. While these 
displays may be necessary to send out a signal of 
increasing popularity or resurgence, they are not 
ladders on which political futures can be reached. 
To begin with, commitments so ickle that they the 
whiff of elections can signal an ideological shift can 
hardly be considered endorsement strong enough to 
power change. Anyone who has followed campaign 
politics in Sikkim long enough will know how these 
inductions are managed and of how routinely such 
claims are announced. At best, these are interesting 
sideshows to the circus of elections, not the essence 
of the election itself. Agreed, there are some cross-
overs which are politically signi icant in that they 
help open some unreached pockets, but to believe 
these to have the potency of changing political for-
tunes is misplaced and in fact demeaning to the in-
telligence of the electorate. 

To believe that the voters cannot see through 
the political opportunism at the root of such elec-
tion-time luctuations in allegiance re lects an inex-
cusable disconnect with how and what the people 
think. The media might play along and ignore the 
obvious sour grapes/ bountiful opportunism syn-
drome which de ines a bulk of political positions in 
Sikkim, but that does not mean that the people do 
not see through things. Induction ceremonies and 
claims of winning new members, hence, are at best 
stepping stones to catch the attention of the people, 
an attention span that should then be held with poli-
cy and programme commitments to make voters se-
riously consider the options on offer.

At the end of the day, it is for the political par-
ties in the fray and there leaders to decide where their 
priorities rest – whether it is to believe their own PR 
or work along with and among the people to expand 
their support base. The Opposition has often made the 
mistake of buying into the anti-incumbency iction and 
the silent wave hallucination because anti-incumbency 
does not translate into votes by itself and the ruling front 
would be mistaken to believe that anti-incumbency is not 
a factor at all in Sikkim. At varying degrees, Elections 2014 
proved the previous point rather effectively. 

Also, given how small Sikkim is, all parties and 
leaders need to approach the people as a starting-
from-scratch effort; past experience has shown that 
only those groups which reach out in earnest, and 
not on the crutches of past record or existing fatigue, 
win favour with the people. For those watching the 
“politics” from the sidelines, a wonderful experience 
will arrive soon when people will be able to twist 
the weak ears of leaders to make them listen; that 
is when the people also get to ‘play’ some ‘politics’. 
It is not rare in these times to ind groups of 10, or 
even less, come together and claim to speak for all 
the people of their constituency or community or 
section of society and communicate either support 
or condemnation of the sitting representative. In 
normal times, they would just be scoffed away, but in 
the uncertainty of an approaching election year, they 
will be cajoled, pampered, instigated, approached 
and placated. Counter groups are sponsored to off-
set the embarrassment that these groups might have 
caused and either way, it’s the people who win be-
cause they become important again. 

For the next few months, the people will wrest for 
themselves the opportunity to talk down to elected 
leaders and leaders wanting to be elected. In a set-
ting where hierarchical protocols continue to be ob-
served, this is a welcome, albeit brief, change. But 
then again, like the misplaced perception of new 
members meaning stronger in luence, even this 
licker of a more vociferous electorate is far from the 

realities that remain.

What needs to be done to stop 
Zimbabwe’s violent meltdown

A snapshot of our mysterious ancestor Homo erectus

TAPIWA CHAGONDA
theconversation.com

Zimbabwe is sliding into a violent meltdown and 
it’s expected to worsen, unless there are some se-

rious interventions.
Days of mass protests have been characterised by 

violence, looting and heavy-handedness by the police 
and army. It has led to the deaths and injury of many 
people, largely in Harare and Bulawayo’s high-densi-
ty areas. According to the Zimbabwe Human Rights 
NGO Forum, at least 12 people have been killed and 
thousands injured.

In addition to placing many urban areas under 
military siege, the government has also shut down so-
cial media platforms such as WhatsApp, Twitter and 
Facebook. These are viewed as the avenue through 
which the opposition and other civil society bodies have 
been communicating messages of “anarchy”. The inter-
net has been shut down twice on separate occasions.

The deadly violence was triggered by President Em-
merson Mnangagwa’s announcement of steep fuel price 
hikes on Saturday 9 January. Made in the dead of night, 
the announcement proved to be the straw that broke 
the camel’s back for a largely peaceful, if not somewhat 
passive, populace that has borne the brunt of two de-
cades of economic meltdown. Mnangagwa’s regime in-
creased the prices of fuel by a staggering 150%, making 
Zimbabwe’s fuel the most expensive in the world.

The sharp fuel hike prompted the country’s larg-
est trade union body, the Zimbabwe Congress of 
Trade Unions, and other civil society bodies such as 
the Crisis Coalition, to call for a three day mass stay 
away from work.

The reaction was hardly surprising. Conditions 
have become fertile for a massive militant mass re-
volt. Shortages of a lot of goods have become the or-
der of the day. Long fuel queues, and incessant elec-
tricity and water cuts have not helped the situation 
for poverty-weary Zimbabweans.

Mnangagwa, and those he can rally behind him 
in the ruling Zanu-PF, need urgently to take steps 
towards forming a government of national unity, as 
has been done before in the country. This will require 
the opposition Movement for Democratic Change 
Alliance (MDC-Alliance) to get its act together by be-
having maturely. Another urgent step that’s needed 
is that the country’s chaotic currency situation needs 
immediate resolution.
CURRENCY CRUNCH

Prior to the deadly protests, Zimbabweans en-

dured a tumultuous few months economically as the 
country’s cash crunch worsened.

Just before Professor Mthuli Ncube was appoint-
ed Minister of Finance in September 2018, he said he 
wanted to phase out the country’s quasi-currency, the 
bond note, nicknamed “bollars” by the market. The ra-
tionale behind scrapping the bond note was that it was 
promoting the black market, as individuals were using 
this quasi-currency to mop up scarce US dollars.

Ncube also argued that Zimbabwe needed to 
come up with its own proper currency, which could 
be recognised as legal tender.

The bond note was introduced in the second half 
of 2016 in a bid to ease the cash squeeze the country 
was facing as a consequence of using a multiple cur-
rency regime which was anchored by the US dollar. 
But a lack of investment in Zimbabwe, combined with 
few exports, meant that the US dollar was not readily 
available on the market.

The bond note was meant to ill the cash gap on 
the market. Instead, it spawned a lourishing black 
market last witnessed during Zimbabwe’s dark days 
of hyperin lation in 2008. Dealers, including top gov-
ernment of icials, used the quasi-currency to mop up 
scarce US dollars on the market.

The Zimbabwean government has consistent-
ly argued that the bond note is equivalent to the US 
dollar. But the market has suggested otherwise. Most 
retailers have a three-tier pricing system – US$, bond 
notes or Ecocash, the country’s PayPal like service 
that is making transactions possible. The reason for 

providing these options is the shortage of US dol-
lars and the bond notes. Those that are available are 
largely in the hands of currency speculators.

The bond note’s death knell, which was sounded 
by Ncube, has sparked panic and led to a devaluation 
of the quasi-currency. This in turn led to retailers in-
creasing their prices of goods and services for people 
using bond notes.

The knock-on effect is that doctors, teachers and 
other civil servants are 
demanding that they be 
paid in dollars – not bond 
notes.

Shortages of foreign 
currency has also led to 
companies like Delta, the 
country’s largest brewer, 
failing to import adequate 
raw materials for alcohol 
and soft drinks.

Zimbabwe’s largest 
cooking oil producer, Oliv-
ine, has also closed shop, 
citing a lack of foreign cur-
rency to import raw mate-
rials for their products.
WHAT NEEDS TO BE 
DONE

To stem the tide of the 
current crisis, before it totally overwhelms Mnangag-
wa and the ruling Zanu-PF, the president needs to im-
mediately cease the brutal onslaught on civilians. In 
addition, Mnangagwa and his of icials have to get off 
their high horse and facilitate talks that can lead to a 
government of national unity with the Movement for 
Democratic Change Alliance (MDC-Alliance).

This has proved to be successful before. A govern-
ment of national unity was formed in the wake of the 
violent elections in 2008 that plunged the country 
into chaos. The 2009-2013 government of national 
unity helped to stabilise the Zimbabwean economy 
and brought the country back from the brink.

The MDC-Alliance also has to stop fomenting 
acts of violence that have become the party’s hall-
mark since its leader Morgan Tsvangirai’s death in 
February 2018.

Lastly, Zimbabwe needs to introduce its own 
currency so the cancerous black market that’s been 
wreaking havoc on the economy can be eliminated.

[the writer is Associate Professor of 
Sociology, University of Johannesburg]

IAN MOFFAT
theconversation.com

If you bumped into a Homo erectus 
in the street you might not recognise 

them as being very different from you. 
You’d see a certain “human-ness” in the 
stance, and his or her size and shape 
might be similar to yours.

But their face would be latter, 
with a more obvious brow. And hav-
ing a conversation would be hard – his 
or her language skills would be poor 
(although they could certainly craft a 
stone tool or light a ire).

Of course this is entirely hypothet-
ical, as Homo erectus is now extinct. 
This enigmatic human ancestor proba-
bly evolved in Africa more than 2 mil-
lion years ago, although the timing of 
their disappearance is less clear. 

Homo erectus was in the news over 
2018 thanks to new discoveries in the 
Philippines and China, which have 
transformed our understanding of this 
not too distant family member.

So who was Homo erectus? And 
could 2019 be the year we learn more 
about our mysterious ancestor? 
WHERE AND WHEN DID THEY LIVE?

Homo erectus was irst discovered 
in Java, Indonesia and then China – 
these are the famous “Java Man” and 
“Peking Man” fossils. Eugène Dubois’ 
1891 discovery on Java (originally 
called Pithecanthropus erectus) was 
a key piece of evidence in supporting 
Darwin’s ideas of human evolution.

The recent discovery of stone arte-
facts in the Loess Plateau of China sug-
gests that a hominin, probably Homo 
erectus, was living in the region by 2.1 
million years ago. This evidence push-
es back their presence in Asia back by 
at least 400,000 years.

Other ancient Homo erectus sites 
are present in the Caucasus region of 
Georgia (1.8 million years ago), on Java 
and in Africa.

Homo erectus is thought to have 
become mostly extinct following the 
emergence of modern humans – yet 
some specimens from Java have been 
dated (with some controversy) to as re-
cently as 40,000 years ago. If this dating 
is correct, it suggests that they coexisted 
with Homo sapiens, although probably 
only in very small pockets in Indonesia.

The expansion of Homo erectus 
throughout the globe was the irst time 
that a hominin species had ventured 
beyond Africa, and occurred 2 million 
years before modern humans replicat-

ed this great feat of exploration. They 
may have been encouraged to spread 
so rapidly by the expansion of grass-
land during this period, driven by cli-
mate change. This created more hab-
itats for plant-eating animals and so 
increased the amount of available prey.
WHAT DID THEY LOOK LIKE?

Homo erectus was the irst of our 
ancestors to physically resemble mod-
ern humans. They were taller and their 
brain was larger than previous homi-

nin species such as Australopithecus 
sp. or Homo habilis.

They had a slightly different face 
to us: it was flatter with more promi-
nent brow ridges. 

The long legs and the fact that they 
were fully upright meant Homo erectus in-
dividuals were ef icient walkers and could 
cover larger ranges than their ancestors.

Their body shape also meant that 
they could control their temperature 
and water balance well and so were 
well suited for living in open forests.
WHAT DID THEY EAT?

Homo erectus were probably ad-
vanced scavengers who augmented 
their diet with some predation rath-
er than sophisticated hunters. In fact, 
they probably occupied a similar eco-
logical niche to hyenas today.

The importance of meat in their 
diets is still contested, with some re-
searchers considering they were pri-
marily meat eaters and others believ-
ing that they had a much broader diet.
HOW SMART WHERE THEY?

Homo erectus was much smarter 
than previous hominins, being the irst 

species to use ire and may have been 
the irst to live in hunter-gather groups. 
They made stone tools in a style called 
the Acheulian, characterised by distinc-
tive hand axes.

Despite this, their cognitive abili-
ty fell a long way short of modern hu-
mans. There is currently no evidence 
that Homo erectus was capable of un-
dertaking modern behaviours such as 
using language or making art.

The importance of the recent discov-

ery of archaeological material attributed 
to Homo erectus in the Philippines helps 
us learn more details about what this 
species may have been capable of.

Previously, it was widely accepted 
that Homo erectus was not able to un-
dertake water crossings. This theory it-
ted with their presence as far as Java, but 
not across deeper water represented by 
the Wallace line to travel further east.

A discovery in the Philippines (and 
possibly in Sulawesi) overturns this, and 
opens the exciting possibility that Homo 
erectus may have been more capable 
sailors than we previously thought.
HOW ARE THEY RELATED TO US?

One of the most contentious as-
pects of Homo erectus is who to in-
clude in the species. While many re-
searchers include a wide range of spec-
imens from around the world as Homo 
erectus, some classify the African and 
Eurasian specimens as Homo ergaster. 
Others use the terms Homo erectus 
senso stricto (ie. in the narrow sense) 
for the Asian specimens and Homo 
erectus senso lato (ie. in the broad 
sense) for all specimens.

This somewhat confusing situation is 
actually far clearer than the early histo-
ry of Homo erectus where a wide range 
of names including Anthropopithecus, 
Homo leakeyi, Pithecanthropus, Sinan-
thropus, Meganthropus, and Telanthro-
pus were used. The reason for this com-
plexity is that Homo erectus (whatever 
you choose to call them) have a compara-
tively wide range of morphological char-
acteristics making it dif icult to decide 
how much diversity to include within the 

de inition of the species.
What is clear is that Homo erectus 

sits somewhere on the human lineage 
as an ancestor to modern humans, 
serving as a transition from early 
hominins such as Australopithecus to 
Homo heidelbergensis, Homo neander-
thalensis and Homo sapiens.
WHAT NEXT FOR HOMO ERECTUS?

No area of archaeology has seen such 
vibrant change in recent years than how 
we understand our family tree. New spe-
cies have been discovered (and debated) 
and the ages of the earliest examples of 
various species are constantly being re-
vised. Unfortunately we only have limit-
ed fossils to work with and so new spec-
imens and sites can quickly change our 
understanding of human evolution.

There is no doubt that ancient DNA 
studies will contribute to resolving this 
uncertainty – however DNA sequenc-
es have not yet been recovered from 
Homo erectus. We await this eventual 
discovery with bated breath!

[the writer is ARC DECRA 
Research Fellow in Archaeological 

Science, Flinders University]
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ROADS & BRIDGES DEPARTMENT
GOVERNMENT OF SIKKIM

SINGTAM
Memo No:-…………………………….                                              Date:-……………………  
   

NOTICE INVITING TENDER
For and on behalf of the Governor of Sikkim, Assistant Engineer-Singtam, Roads & Bridges Department Gov-
ernment of Sikkim, invites sealed tenders under single bid system from the eligible contractors of Class IV 
Grade enlisted with Sikkim Public Works Department vide Noti ication No: 515/R&B/PWD/Secy, dated 12.06.2018 
and noti ication No. 556/R&B/PWD/Secy. dated: 28.08.2018 for the construction of fair weather roads, through 
competitive bidding within the territorial jurisdiction of the Concerned Ward of the Gram Panchayat Unit of West 
Pendam Constituency where the work is to be executed. 
The details of works and time schedule are as under:

SL 
No.

Name of Work Cost of Work put 
to tender (in Rs)

Earnest Money              
@ 2.50%                         
(in Rs)

Cost of 
Tender 
documents                        
(in Rs)

Completion 
Time

1 Const. of road from Che-
wribotey Phakli Mamjey 
Jukepani to Pendam 
School in East Sikkim.

 

 Km 1st Rs. 4238496.00 Rs.1,05,970.00 Rs. 1500.00 09 months
 Km 2nd. Rs. 4238496.00 Rs.1,05,970.00 Rs. 1500.00 09 months
 Km 3rd. Rs. 4238496.00 Rs.1,05,970.00 Rs. 1,500.00 09 months

TIME SCHEDULE:-
1 Date of submission of application with Bank receipt & TDR 

for issue of Tender Documents .
4th February, 2019 (10.00am 
to 4.00pm) at resepctive 
Gram Prashashan Kendra 
where work is to be executed.

2 Last Date and Time for submission of Tender: 6th. February, 2019 
(10.00am to 1.00pm) at 
resepctive Gram Prashashan 
Kendra where work is to be 
executed.

3 Date and Time for Opening of Tender: 6th. February, 2019 (1:30 
PM) at resepctive Gram Pra-
shashan Kendra where work 
is to be executed.

CONDITIONS OF CONTRACT:     
1 Tender is open only to the eligible Contractors/Firms of appropriate Class/Area.  
2 The intending tenders/contractors should apply in writing for issue of tender documents. The appli-

cation would be invariably be signed by the contractor himself/herself. The tender documents will 
not be issued to any person other than the INTENDING TENDER. The application shall be submitted 
initially for each works listed above with all required documents. 

3 The application should enclosed attested copies of the a) Goods & Services Tax Clearance Certi icate (b) Vali-
dated/Updated Contractor Enlistment Certi icate along the application. It is mandatory to produce the original 
validated/Updated Enlistment Certi icate during sale/Issue of the Tender Documents for veri ication. \

4 The prescribed Non-Transferable Tender Documents (excluding the Tender Form) can be obtain during the 
period speci ied in (As abovefrom the of ice of the Assistant Engineer-Singtam, Roads & Bridges Department, 
Singtam on production of requisite Bank Receipt of the State Bank of Sikkim towards the cost of Tender Docu-
ments (Non-Refundable) under the Head “0059-80-800” cost of Tender Form (Roads & Bridges).  

5  Earnest money deposit @ 2.50% in the State Bank of Sikkimshall be in the form of Deposit Receipt of 
Schedule Bank which includes deposits in the form of Temporary Deposit Receipt (TDR) in favour of the 
Accounts Of icer, Roads & Bridges Department, NirmanBhawan, Gangtok. Tender Form shall be issued 
only on production of toward deposit receipts of 2.50% earnest money. 

6 The Tender documents, including the Tender Form with quoted offer should be placed in a sealed 
cover with the name of the tenderers and the name of work superscripted on it, supporting docu-
ments listed at Sl. No: (a)&(b)above should be enclosed with the offer.

7 Sealed Tenders may be deposited in the Tender Box in the of ice of the Assistant Engineer-Singtam, 
Roads & Bridges Department, Singtam, on the date and within the time indicated above. 

8 Tenders shall be opened by a Tender Opening Committee as prescribed by the Government in the 
presence of the tenderers on the date and time indicated above.    

9 The Tenderer shouldsign on every page of the tender documents as Acceptance of the General Direction and 
Conditions of the contract and other laid down norms. The rate quoted should be both in igures and words and 
should be inclusive of GST and all other Taxes and Levies. Over writing and corrections should be avoided and 
if made should be authenticated. Incomplete/Conditional tenders shall be rejected forthwith. 

10  In case of any discrepancy in rate(s) printed in the schedule of Rates and Quantities issued with the ten-
der documents, rates as per approved Schedule of Rates will be taken as correct.  For items outside the 
Schedule of Rates (SOR), the rates shall be as per the technically checked estimate/analysis. Decision of 
the PCE-cum-Secretary/Head of the Department will be inal in the regard.  

11 The work value, scope and quantum of the work are subjected to change; the contractor shall execute 
the work as per the directives of the Department. No claim on this account is entertained whatsoever. 
If any claim is made, it shall be as per the agreement rates. 

12 The Department reserves the rights to hold payments to the contractor unless test certi icates are 
not produced by the contractor when called upon to do so.    

13  Avoidable damages due to negligence of the contractor shall be at his/her own risk and cost.The 
Department shall not be liable for payment of such damages (if any), including accidents to labour at 
site.14  The offer shall remain valid for a period for 90 (Ninety) days. The work should commence 
within 15 ( ifteen) days form the issue of Work Order.    

15 All the conditions as mentioned in the NIT shall be deemed to a part of the agreement to be entered 
with the contractor. Security deposit shall be collected by deductions from the running bills of the 
contractor @ 5.00% of the value of work done.    

16 The Department reserves the right to accept or reject any or all tenders without assigning any reason thereof.
17 The recoveries of Royalties on Forest Produce shall be as per rates noti ied by the Government from time 

to time and applicable on the date of payment. In no case, claim of any contractor for deduction as per 
rates incorporated in Analysis of Rates or Schedule of Rates on the date of tender shall be acceptable.

18 Subletting of contract work is against the norms and it comes to the notice, the original contract shall 
be cancelled and appropriate action shall be initiated as per the rules.  

19 The Department also reserves the right to increase, decrease, alter or modify the item of works as 
indicated in the NIT without assigning any reason thereof.    

20  In case the man power employed by the contractors are from outside the State or neighboring coun-
tries, it shall be the responsibility of the contractors to get them registered with the Labour Depart-
ment, Government of Sikkim as per the relevant Labour Laws.

21   Use of explosive shall be regulated as under:    
(a)  Transportation, Handling, storage and use of Explosives (if necessary) shall be in accordance with 

the provision of the India Explosive Act and General Guidelines, Circulars issued by the department 
and other competent authorities on the subject from time to time.

(b)   The rules and regulations issued by the Sikkim Public Works Department or any other competent 
authority shall strictly be adhered to with regard to transportation, storage; handling and use of ex-
plosives shall be maintained by the contractor.    

22   The contractor shall also make arrangement to have photographs of the works taken at least at three 
stages of the construction period i.e. beginning, middle and completion stages. 

23 Damage of properties in and around the work site must be avoided at all cost. The contractor shall be 
held responsible for any acts of negligence and shall be made to make good the damages.

24   It is accepted to the tenderer to have inspected the site before submitting his/her bid. There may be possible 
site dif iculties for which the tenderer should have their own correct assessment before submitting the bid.

25 The cost of Stock materials supplied from the Departmental store will be deducted from the contrac-
tor’s bills as per rules.    

26 The bidders shall produce a Certi icate of Residence from the concerned Gram Panchayat Unit where 
the work is to be executed.     
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ROADS & BRIDGES DEPARTMENT

ROADS & BRIDGES DEPARTMENT
GOVERNMENT OF SIKKIM

SINGTAM
Memo No:-               /R&B/AES                                                        Date:-21/1/2019.

RE-TENDER NOTICE
For and on behalf of the Governor of Sikkim, Assistant Engineer-Singtam, Roads & Bridges Department Government of Sik-
kim, invites sealed tenders under single bid system from the eligible contractors of Class IV Grade enlisted with Sikkim Public 
Works Department vide Noti ication No: 515/R&B/PWD/Secy, dated 12.06.2018 and noti ication No. 556/R&B/PWD/Secy. 
dated: 28.08.2018 for the construction of fair weather roads, through competitive bidding within the territorial jurisdiction of 
the concerned Ward of the Gram Panchayat Unit under Tumin-Lingi Constituency  where the work is to be executed. 
The details of works and time schedule are as under:     

SL 
No.

Name of Work Cost of Work 
put to tender   
(in Rs)

Earnest Money              
@ 2.50%                         
(in Rs)

Cost of Tender docu-
ments                        (in 
Rs)

Completion 
Time

1 Construction of Fair 
Weather Road from 
Dahal Chupalakha Gaon to 
Dhanbari PMGSY road in 
East Sikkim

 

 Km 1st 42,38,496.00 105970 1500 09 months

 KM 2nd 12,71,549.00 31789 500 09 months

2 Construction of Fair Weath-
er Road from PMGSY Road 
to Nursery Gurasay in East 
Sikkim

 

 Km 1st 42,38,496.00 105970 1500 09 months

 KM 2nd 42,38,496.00 105970 1500 09 months

3 Construction of Fair 
Weather Road from 
Dhanbari PMGSY road 
to Kageythang in East 
Sikkim

    

 KM 1st. 42,38,496.00 105970 1500 09 months

 KM 2nd 21,19,248.00 52981 1500 09 months

TIME SCHEDULE:-

1 Date of submission of application with Bank receipt & TDR 
for issue of Tender Documents .

29th January, 2019 (10.00am to 
4.00pm) at resepctive Gram Prasha-
shan Kendra where work is to be 
executed.

2 Last Date and Time for submission of Tender: 30th. January, 2019 (10.00am to 
1.00pm) at resepctive Gram Prasha-
shan Kendra where work is to be 
executed.

3 Date and Time for Opening of Tender: 30th. January, 2019 (1.00pm) at 
resepctive Gram Prashashan Kendra 
where work is to be executed.

CONDITIONS OF CONTRACT:     
1 Tender is open only to the eligible Contractors/Firms of appropriate Class/Area. 
2 The intending tenders/contractors should apply in writing for issue of tender documents. The application 

would be invariably be signed by the contractor himself/herself. The tender documents will not be issued 
to any person other than the INTENDING TENDER. The application shall be submitted initially for each 
works listed above with all required documents.    

3 The application should enclosed attested copies of the a) Goods & Services Tax Clearance Certi icate (b) Validated/
Updated Contractor Enlistment Certi icate along the application. It is mandatory to produce the original validated/
Updated Enlistment Certi icate during sale/Issue of the Tender Documents for veri ication. 

4 The prescribed Non-Transferable Tender Documents (includingTender Form) can be obtain during the 
period speci ied as above  on production of requisite Bank Receipt towards the cost of Tender Documents 
(Non-Refundable) in the Head of GPU where the work is to be executed.  

5  Earnest money deposit @ 2.50% in the State Bank of Sikkimshall be in the form of Deposit Receipt of 
Schedule Bank which includes deposits in the form of Temporary Deposit Receipt (TDR) in favour of the 
Accounts Of icer, Roads & Bridges Department, Nirman Bhawan, Gangtok. Tender Form shall be issued 
only on production of toward deposit receipts of 2.50% earnest money. 

6 The Tender documents, including the Tender Form with quoted offer should be placed in a sealed cover 
with the name of the tenderers and the name of work superscripted on it, supporting documents listed at 
Sl. No: 3 (a)&(b)above should be enclosed with the offer.    

7 Sealed Tenders may be deposited in the Tender Box  on the date and within the time indicated above. 
8 Tenders shall be opened by a Tender Opening Committee as prescribed by the Government in the pres-

ence of the tenderers on the date and time indicated above.    
9 The Tenderer shouldsign on every page of the tender documents as Acceptance of the General Direction and 

Conditions of the contract and other laid down norms. The rate quoted should be both in igures and words and 
should be inclusive of GST and all other Taxes and Levies. Over writing and corrections should be avoided and 
if made should be authenticated. Incomplete/Conditional tenders shall be rejected forthwith. 

10  In case of any discrepancy in rate(s) printed in the schedule of Rates and Quantities issued with the ten-
der documents, rates as per approved Schedule of Rates will be taken as correct.  For items outside the 
Schedule of Rates (SOR), the rates shall be as per the technically checked estimate/analysis. Decision of 
the PCE-cum-Secretary/Head of the Department will be inal in the regard. 

11 The work value, scope and quantum of the work are subjected to change; the contractor shall execute the 
work as per the directives of the Department. No claim on this account is entertained whatsoever. If any 
claim is made, it shall be as per the agreement rates.    

12 The Department reserves the rights to hold payments to the contractor unless test certi icates are not 
produced by the contractor when called upon to do so.    

13 Avoidable damages due to negligence of the contractor shall be at his/her own risk and cost.The Department 
shall not be liable for payment of such damages (if any), including accidents to labour at site.

14  The offer shall remain valid for a period for 90 (Ninety) days. The work should commence within 15 ( if-
teen) days form the issue of Work Order.    

15 All the conditions as mentioned in the NIT shall be deemed to a part of the agreement to be entered with 
the contractor. Security deposit shall be collected by deductions from the running bills of the contractor @ 
5.00% of the value of work done.    

16 The Department reserves the right to accept or reject any or all tenders without assigning any reason thereof.
17 The recoveries of Royalties on Forest Produce shall be as per rates noti ied by the Government from time to 

time and applicable on the date of payment. In no case, claim of any contractor for deduction as per rates incor-
porated in Analysis of Rates or Schedule of Rates on the date of tender shall be acceptable. 

18 Subletting of contract work is against the norms and it comes to the notice, the original contract shall be 
cancelled and appropriate action shall be initiated as per the rules.    

19 The Department also reserves the right to increase, decrease, alter or modify the item of works as indicat-
ed in the NIT without assigning any reason thereof.    

20  In case the man power employed by the contractors are from outside the State or neighboring countries, 
it shall be the responsibility of the contractors to get them registered with the Labour Department, Gov-
ernment of Sikkim as per the relevant Labour Laws.    

21   Use of explosive shall be regulated as under:    
(a)  Transportation, Handling, storage and use of Explosives (if necessary) shall be in accordance with the 

provision of the India Explosive Act and General Guidelines, Circulars issued by the department and other 
competent authorities on the subject from time to time.    

(b)    The rules and regulations issued by the Sikkim Public Works Department or any other competent author-
ity shall strictly be adhered to with regard to transportation, storage; handling and use of explosives shall 
be maintained by the contractor.    

22   The contractor shall also make arrangement to have photographs of the works taken at least at three 
stages of the construction period i.e. beginning, middle and completion stages. 

23 Damage of properties in and around the work site must be avoided at all cost. The contractor shall be held 
responsible for any acts of negligence and shall be made to make good the damages. 

24 It is accepted to the tenderer to have inspected the site before submitting his/her bid. There may be possible 
site dif iculties for which the tenderer should have their own correct assessment before submitting the bid. 

25 The cost of Stock materials supplied from the Departmental store will be deducted from the contractor’s bills as per rules.
26 The bidders shall produce a Certi icate of Residence from the concerned Gram Panchayat Unit where the 

work is to be executed.     
     
     
     

Sd/-
ASSISTANT ENGINEER
SINGTAM SUB DIVISION

ROADS & BRIDGES DEPARTMENT
R.O.No.: 614/IPR/PUB/Classi/18-19 
Date: 22.01.19
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Boateng to seize his chance 
after shock Barcelona move

M , J  22 (AFP): 
Ghanaian forward Kev-
in-Prince Boateng has 
vowed to make the most 
of his shock arrival at 
Barcelona, after a loan 
move for the journeyman 
from Italian side Sassuo-
lo was sealed.

The leaders of La Liga 
said in a statement on 
Monday they had agreed 
a deal to take Boateng on 
loan until the end of the 
season, with an option to 
make the move perma-
nent in the summer.

“The agreement in-
cludes an eight-mil-
lion-euro (USD 9 mil-
lion) purchase option,” 
the club said.

The arrival of 
Boateng, 31, will pro-
vide much-needed cover 
for Luis Suarez up front 
in Ernesto Valverde’s 
squad following the 
departure of Munir El 
Haddadi to Sevilla.

The iery forward has 
been a successful stop-
gap many times before, 
which Barca boss Ernes-
to Valverde valued in his 
decision to bring him in.

“He doesn’t seem to 

need much time to adapt, 
he knows his stuff and 
can start playing straight 
away,” Valverde.

“He’s comfortable in 
many positions, as a cen-
tral striker or playing off 
another striker, and even 
deeper too,” Valverde 
told the club website.

The player himself 
was upbeat about the 
move when journalists 
spoke to him at the air-

port in Italy.
“Barca, I’m coming! 

I’m sad to leave Sassuolo 
but this is a great chance,” 
Boateng said, according 
to a SKY Twitter feed.

“But don’t ask me 
about Real Madrid. I only 
want to focus on Barce-
lona and I hope to score 
at Bernabeu for the next 
Classico,” Boateng said.

The player will be 
presented to press and 

fans Tuesday at noon on 
the Camp Nou pitch, the 
club revealed.

Born in Germany, the 
half-brother of Bayern 
Munich defender Jerome 
Boateng moved back to 
Serie A last year after 
helping Eintracht Frank-
furt win the German Cup.

He has scored ive 
goals in 15 games this 
season for Sassuolo.

“With experience of 

playing in four of the big-
gest leagues in Europe, 
the Premier League, the 
Bundesliga, Serie A and 
La Liga, he is a man who 
has scored goals wherev-
er he has been,” FC Bar-
celona said.

The former Totten-
ham Hotspur, AC Milan 
and Schalke 04 player 
has previously had a 
spell in Spain, with Las 
Palmas in 2016-17.

Another late penalty rescues UAE at 
Asian Cup as Ryan saves Aussies

A  D , J  22 (AFP): 
Hosts United Arab Emir-
ates ended Kyrgyzstan’s 
fairytale with a contro-
versial extra-time penal-
ty to reach the Asian Cup 
quarter- inals as holders 
Australia and Japan also 
advanced. A knee-wob-
bling, chest-thumping 
Mathew Ryan saved 
two spot kicks as the 
Socceroos beat Uzbeki-
stan’s White Wolves in a 
shootout, while the Blue 
Samurai bundled out 
Saudi Arabia on Monday.

Substitute Ahmed 
Khalil was UAE’s hero 
on an angst-ridden Abu 
Dhabi night as he con-
verted another late pen-
alty after a refereeing de-
cision that could charita-
bly be described as “soft”.

“I don’t want to 
talk about the referee,” 
growled Kyrgyzstan coach 
Aleksandr Krestinin. “We 
leave the tournament 
with a lot of regrets -- we 
deserved more. It’s our 
irst Asian Cup but I’m ab-

solutely sure it won’t be 
our last and we will come 
back stronger.”

Kyrgyz substitute 
Tursunali Rustamov 
had stunned the Emir-

ates when he snatched a 
dramatic stoppage-time 
equaliser at the end of a 
nail-biting contest that 
began so poorly for the 
former Soviet republic.

It took the home side 
just 14 minutes to break 
through as Khamis Es-
maeel headed in an Is-
mail Matar corner.

Plucky Kyrgyzstan 
refused to go down with-
out a ight, however, and 
the White Falcons equal-
ised midway through the 
irst half when Mirlan 

Murzaev squeezed the 

ball in from a seemingly 
impossible angle. Kyrgyz 
captain Valery Kichin 
subsequently gave UAE 
a scare when his curling 
shot crashed against the 
crossbar.

But Ali Mabkhout vol-
leyed the 2015 semi- i-
nalists back in front with 
his third goal of the tour-
nament after some hor-
ror defending from Mus-
tafa Iusupov.

That looked to have 
ended Kyrgyzstan’s 
brave resistance until 
Rustamov headed home 

in the dying seconds to 
force extra time.

But after Mabkhout 
had crumpled to the turf 
under minimal contact 
11 minutes into the irst 
additional period, the 
former runners-up were 
awarded a disputed late 
penalty for the second 
time in this tournament.

- GROBBELAAR IM-
PRESSION -

As he had in the cur-
tain raiser against Bah-
rain, Khalil coolly drilled 
home the spot kick to 
give UAE a shot at aveng-
ing their semi- inal de-
feat by Australia four 
years ago.

There was still time 
for Baktyiar Duishobekov 
and Rustamov to hit the 
woodwork, but the Emi-
ratis somehow clung on. 
“Yes we had another pen-
alty but we created more 
chances,” insisted UAE 
coach Alberto Zaccheroni, 
who steered Japan to the 
Asian Cup title in 2011.

“We showed a posi-
tive response and strong 
character after their late 
equaliser.” Meanwhile, 
Ryan saved Australia’s 
skin under a blood-red 
“wolf moon” in Al-Ain, 

doing his best Bruce 
Grobbelaar impression 
to distract Uzbekistan’s 
penalty takers after a 
bruising 0-0 draw. The 
Brighton goalkeeper de-
nied Islom Tukhtakhu-
jaev and Marat Bikmaev 
before Mathew Leckie 
smashed in the decisive 
kick in the shootout to 
send the Aussies through.

“I’m not a mind-read-
er but it feels pretty 
good,” said Ryan. “As a 
goalkeeper it’s obviously 
the pinnacle. I’m just try-
ing to enjoy the moment 
and all the sacri ices and 
hard work.” Elsewhere, 
four-time winners Japan 
scraped past Saudi Ara-
bia 1-0 thanks to a irst-
half header from Takehi-
ro Tomiyasu.

Japan’s win over the 
three-time champions in 
Sharjah came despite con-
ceding 77 percent posses-
sion in favour of the Gulf 
side. “Asian football is get-
ting more competitive,” said 
Japan captain Maya Yoshi-
da after the Blue Samurai 
moved on to face Vietnam. 
“To become Asian champi-
ons would put us close to 
the world’s elite so we have 
to keep improving.

Black Cap Challenge: India 
start favourites against 
talented New Zealand

N , J  22 (PTI): 
On a high after a de ining 
tour of Australia, the Vi-
rat Kohli-led Indian team 
faces a trickier challenge 
when it locks horns with 
an ever-so-sprightly 
New Zealand in a ive-
match ODI series starting 
Wednesday.

The Indian team, 
which has shifted its fo-
cus entirely on World 
Cup preparations, is 
still searching for the 
right middle-order 
combination despite 
their irst-ever bilat-
eral ODI series win on 
Australian soil. Mahen-
dra Singh Dhoni’s hat-
trick of half-centuries 
has brought joy to the 
dressing room but the 
smaller grounds in New 
Zealand against a better 
seam attack comprising 
the wily Trent Boult, the 
talented Lockie Fergu-
son and the relentless 
Tim Southee will be a 
different test altogether 
for the ‘Men In Blue’.

New Zealand in their 
own backyard have al-
ways been a force to 
reckon with and the tour-
ing Indian teams over the 
years will testify that, 
having won only 10 out 
of the 35 ODIs, including 
a 0-4 drubbing during 
the last series in 2014.

The irst match at 
McLean Park, however, 
will be played in sultry 
conditions of around 30 
degrees. Skipper Kohli is 
well aware that the Black 
Caps, with some quality 
players in their ranks, 
can be very competitive.

“The fact they are No 
3 in the world speaks 
about their consistency 
over the last couple of 
years. We played them 
in India and got beaten 
in Mumbai, and all the 
games were competitive 
and we felt they had a re-
ally good balance.

“They have that en-
ergy and that buzz about 
them and they play their 
cricket in the right way 
which is something we 
always appreciate,” Kohli 
said at the pre-series me-
dia conference.

For the Indian team, 

some of the issues that 
need to be addressed are 
Shikhar Dhawan’s form, 
Dhoni’s batting position 
and how to get the bal-
ance right till all-round-
er Hardik Pandya comes 
back from suspension.

Left-handed Dha-
wan’s position at the top 
of the order is under no 
imminent threat but a 
highest score of 35 in the 
last nine games doesn’t 
make a pretty picture.

That Rishabh Pant 
has been instructed by 
the team management to 
face the new ball against 
England Lions in a home 
series is an indicator that 
they are trying to get 
back-up options ready.

An immensely tal-
ented Shubman Gill has 
been selected as a re-
serve opener but it is un-
likely that Dhawan will be 
dropped after a few fail-
ures. The No.4 position is 
another area of concern 
for India as Ambati Rayu-
du, after an inexplicable 
retirement from irst-class 
cricket, looked completely 
out of sorts and is unlike-
ly to regain his place in 
the side.

Dhoni did well as 
a No.4 in the inal ODI 
against Australia but 
Kohli is likely to use him 
more as a loater depend-
ing on match situations.

With the Napier 
ODI promising to be a 
high-scoring affair as 
per New Zealand coach 
David Stead, a Dinesh 
Karthik or Kedar Jadhav 
could be promoted up 
the order. In the bowling 
department, Bhuvnesh-
war Kumar and Moham-
med Shami will expect 
a bit more support in 
case the skipper plays a 
young third seamer in ei-
ther Mohammed Siraj or 
Khaleel Ahmed.

The New Zealand 
top-order also has a for-
midable look with one 
of the world’s best bats-
men in skipper Kane 
Williamson and the 
ever-dangerous Ross 
Taylor, who is second 
only to Kohli in terms of 
batting averages (92) in 
2018, holding forte. 

England begin crucial year with tour to unfancied Windies
Bridgetown (Barbados), 
Jan 22 (AFP): England are 
solid favourites although 
history is on the side of 
the underdog West In-
dies ahead of the irst 
Test of the three-match 
series starting Wednes-
day at Kensington Oval in 
Bridgetown.

Riding a wave of ive 
consecutive victories 
- eight in nine match-
es going back to the last 
English summer - which 
includes series wins over 
top-ranked India and an 
historic sweep in Sri Lan-
ka, the tourists appear su-
premely con ident of over-
turning the disappoint-
ments of their last two 
Caribbean campaigns.

England have only 
won one Test series in 
the West Indies in the 
past 50 years, a 3-0 tri-
umph in 2004, and failed 
to live up to expectations 
in 2009, when they lost 
1-0, and again in 2015 
when a ive-wicket tri-
umph inside three days 
by the unfancied hosts 
at the same Kensington 
Oval venue resulted in a 
shared series.

While the weight of 
expectation will be on 
the visitors’ shoulders, 
West Indies face a daunt-
ing task to halt a run of 
four consecutive defeats, 
all within three days, on 
a disastrous Asian tour 
late last year which saw 
them being brushed 
aside by both India and 
Bangladesh in two-Test 
series. England have a 
settled look to their team 
and took the weekend 
off training following 
two satisfactory two-day 
matches against a Crick-
et West Indies XI at the 
3Ws Oval just outside 
Bridgetown. By contrast 
the West Indies squad re-
lects both a lack of con-

tinuity in selection and 
the parlous state of the 
domestic game.

John Campbell looks 
certain to make his Test 
debut opening the bat-
ting alongside the estab-
lished Kraigg Brathwaite. 
However the 25-year-
old’s irst-class average 
of 30 suggests he will 
face a stern challenge 
from England senior 
pace spearheads Jimmy 

Anderson and Stuart 
Broad, who need just two 
more wickets to lift their 
combined tally of Test 
victims to 1,000.
- BRAVO BACK AFTER 
LENGTHY EXILE -

Another newcom-
er in the West Indies 
squad of 13, 30-year-old 
middle-order batsman 
Shamarh Brooks who 
averages 33 but has en-
dured a poor season so 
far in the inter-territorial 
irst-class competition, is 

unlikely to make the inal 
11 especially given the re-
turn to Test duty of Darren 
Bravo after more than two 
years out of the team.

Bravo’s Test aver-
age of 40 and elegant 
left-handed style would 
normally make him an 
automatic selection ex-
cept that a Twitter tirade 
against CWI president 
Dave Cameron in No-
vember of 2016 led to his 
alienation from the team 
until now.

A polarising igure in 
West Indies cricket at the 
best of times, Cameron 
has also become the cen-
tre of an internal squab-
ble in the regional crick-
et administration with 
representatives of the 
Leeward Islands making 
public their dissatisfac-
tion with the process 
of the appointment of 
Richard Pybus as interim 
head coach for the peri-
od covering the England 
visit, the 2019 World Cup 
and the India tour to the 
Caribbean in July and Au-
gust. Pybus is viewed as 
a controversial igure in 
Caribbean cricket circles 
notwithstanding the his-

toric treble of successes 
in 2016 - men’s and wom-
en’s World T20 and Un-
der-19 World Cup - when 
he was Director of Crick-
et. He returned to West 
Indies administration in 
the post of High Perfor-

mance Director a year 
ago and the Englishman’s 
appointment as coach to 
replace Australian Stu-
art Law has prompted 
criticism from notable 
personalities in the re-
gion, including two-time 

World T20-winning cap-
tain Darren Sammy.

England’s build-up to 
the series has been serene 
by comparison although 
in a year which includes 
their hosting of the World 
Cup, where they are ex-
pected to be one of the 
favourites, followed by 
the Ashes series against 
arch-rivals Australia, they 
can ill afford to stumble so 
early against a team they 
will be expected to defeat 
comfortably.

On a Kensington Oval 
pitch expected to offer 
assistance to the faster 
bowlers, the tourists are 
likely to go into the open-
ing Test with one spe-
cialist spinner in Moeen 
Ali while seam bowling 
all-rounders Ben Stokes 
and Sam Curran should 
provide ample support 
to Anderson and Broad. 

Ronaldo faces 
multi-million 
tax fraud ine 
in Madrid court
M , J  22 (AFP): 
Cristiano Ronaldo is re-
turning to Madrid for a 
court date on Tuesday in 
which he could be ined 
18.8 million euros (USD 
21.4 million) for tax fraud 
as part of a deal reached 
with the Spanish taxman.

As part of an agree-
ment arranged in June 
with the former Real 
Madrid hero’s lawyers, 
prosecutors are also ask-
ing that the Portuguese 
attacker, who last sum-
mer left the Spanish cap-
ital for Italian champions 
Juventus, be handed a 
23-month jail sentence.

However, Ronaldo 
would not spend a day in 
prison as sentences of up 
to two years are general-
ly not enforced in Spain 
for irst-time offenders 
in non-violent crimes.

The hearing, due to 
start at 9:50 am (0850 
GMT), is expected to last 
just a few minutes as the 
deal is of icially present-
ed to the judge.

He in turn will give 
the inal sentence on 
Tuesday or the com-
ing days, according to a 
spokesman for the court 
in northern Madrid.

Ronaldo will not be 
given special treatment 
when he arrives and 
will have to climb up the 
courthouse steps amid a 
likely media scrum de-
spite the ive-time Ballon 
d’Or winner’s lawyers 
asking he be allowed to 
enter the building by car 
to avoid the spotlight.

The court president 
refused the request, 
saying that despite his 
“great fame”, he wouldn’t 
“compromise security” at 
the building, according to 
a court document.

His request to appear 
via videoconference was 
also denied.
- OFFSHORE COMPANIES -

Madrid prosecutors 
opened a probe into Ron-
aldo in June 2017 and he 
was questioned in July 
that same year.

“I have never hidden 
anything, nor have I had 
the intention of evad-
ing taxes,” he told the 
court then, according 
to a statement from the 
sports agency which rep-
resents him, Gestifute.

Prosecutors accuse 
him of having used com-
panies in low-tax for-
eign jurisdictions -- no-
tably the British Virgin 
Islands and Ireland -- to 
avoid having to pay the 
tax due in Spain on his 
image rights between 
2011 and 2014.

His lawyers said there 
had been a difference in 
interpretation of what 
was and was not taxable 
in Spain.

The deal between 
Spain’s taxman and his 
lawyers has allowed 
Ronaldo to avoid hav-
ing to sit through a 
long trial that could 
have damaged his im-
age and seen him hand-
ed a heftier sentence.

Ronaldo is not the 
only footballer to have 
fallen foul of Spain’s tax 
authorities.

Barcelona’s Lionel 
Messi, once Ronaldo’s 
big La Liga rival, paid a 
two-million-euro ine 
in 2016 in his own tax 
wrangle and received a 
21-month jail term.

The prison sentence 
was later reduced to a 
further ine of 252,000 
euros, equivalent to 400 
euros per day of the orig-
inal term. 
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Kamala Harris’ 2020 US presidential 
bid excites Indian-Americans

LALIT K JHA
W , J  22 
(PTI): The 2020 US pres-
idential bid of irst Indi-
an-origin Senator Kama-
la Harris has thrilled the 
Indian-American com-
munity which considers 
the “groundbreaking” 
announcement a “proud 
moment” and a re lection 
that Indian-Americans 
have inally arrived.

Harris, 54, of icially 
launched her campaign 
for the US presidential 
election in 2020 to take 
on President Donald 
Trump on Monday, say-
ing she was “honoured” 
to announce her bid on 
a day when Americans 
celebrated Martin Lu-
ther King Jr who sought 
inspiration from Mahat-
ma Gandhi.

A rising party star 
and vocal critic of Presi-
dent Trump, Harris is the 
fourth Democrat to join 
the battle for the party’s 
nomination in the next 
year’s election.

While it’s too early 
to say on the results of 
the grilling presiden-
tial primary that would 
conclude with the Dem-
ocratic National Con-
vention in July 2020, 
the Indian-American 
community leaders said 
Harris who is of mixed 
parental heritage from 
India and the Caribbean 
has a fair and clear shot 
at the White House.

“It’s a proud moment 
for the Indian-American 
community to see one of 
our own announce to run 
for the president,” emi-
nent philanthropist and 
venture capitalist M R 
Rangaswami, founder of 
Indiaspora, told PTI.

Indian-American Im-
pact Fund, a political ac-
tion committee that sup-
ports Indian-Americans 
candidates, said it was 
“thrilled” by Senator Har-
ris’ “groundbreaking” an-
nouncement.

“As the irst viable 
Indian-American candi-
date for President of the 

United States, she is a 
trailblazer for our com-
munity and a champion 
for our values. We ap-
plaud her decision and 
look forward to support-
ing her enthusiastically 
in the days and months 
ahead,” it said.

Quite often described 
as the female Barack 
Obama in the Democratic 
party, Harris would cre-
ate history by becoming 
the first woman to be 
elected as the US Pres-
ident if she wins the 
2020 presidential race 
against Trump.

The community 
members cautioned that 
the politicians cannot 
take the Indian-Amer-
icans for granted and 
need to earn the support 
of the community.

“Any politician 
shouldn’t look at the In-
dian-American commu-
nity as a monolith at all. 
They cannot take us for 
granted because we also 

have a Hindu American 
running for president 
Tulsi Gabbard and she 
has been also reaching 
out and getting support-
ers,” Silicon Valley-based 
Rangaswami said.

Gabbard, the irst 
Hindu elected to the 
House of Representatives 
has also announced her 
bid for the 2020 presi-
dential election.

“Nobody can take 
us for granted and they 
have to come talk to us, 
earn our vote, earn our 
support. The community 
is just ready to go behind 
any one person and, and 
also it shows that the 
community has gained 
a lot more influence...
They have to come to us, 
talk to us, earn our vote 
and earn our support,” 
he said.

After becoming the 
high-pro ile Senator 
from California, Harris 
whose mother Shyamala 
Gopalan migrated from 

Tamil Nadu to the US as a 
young student for higher 
studies, has maintained 
a distance from the Indi-
an-American community, 
which has felt proud of 
her accomplishments.

It is only in the last 
six months, that she 
has started attend-
ing some of the Indi-
an-American events.

“It’s not like that the 
community is ready to go 
behind any one person,” 
Rangaswami noted.

“Is she a viable candi-
date? The answer’s yes,” 
Virginia-based Shekar 
Narasimhan, chairman 
and founder of the AAPI 
Victory Fund, told PTI.

“She has at least the 
same credentials as (for-
mer president) Barack 
Obama did,” he said.

However, it’s too early 
to say on the Democratic 
party’s presidential race, 
the winner of which in all 
probability would have 
to face incumbent Don-

ald Trump, he observed.
In at least four of the 

early primary States Ne-
vada, North Carolina, 
California and Virgin-
ia Harris would need 
the support of Asian 
Americans where they 
are in significant num-
bers, he said.

“We do not know to-
day, if she can win or not. 
But she has a chance (to 
win the presidency),” 
Narasimhan said, add-
ing that it was never the 
case with Republican 
Bobby Jindal, the irst In-
dian-American to run for 
the White House in 2016.

“It’s amazing! Isn’t 
it that we have a viable 
candidate, who is at least 
half Indian-American 
running for president 
of the United States? I 
don’t know if anyone of 
us thought that this was 
going to happen anytime 
soon,” said the long-time 
Democratic political ac-
tivist from Virginia.

“My irst reaction and 
the reaction of every-
body I talked to from the 
next generation was: We 
have arrived,” he said.

Eminent Indi-
an-American Frank Is-
lam, who was closely as-
sociated with the Clinton 
campaign in 2016, said 
Harris will be a formida-
ble challenger.

“But she needs to 
de ine herself and she 
needs to differenti-
ate herself from other 
challengers in crowded 
democratic presidential 
ield,” he said.

“She has personal sto-
ry - a child of mixed race 
that will resonate well 
with the Americans. She 
is not well known but 
her work as a prosecu-
tor will demonstrate her 
toughness but her record 
will be under scrutiny,” 
Islam said.

Indian-Americans 
constitute 1 per cent of 
the American popula-
tion and are one of the 
fastest growing minori-
ties in the country.

Australia urges Indonesia to 
respect Bali bombing victims
C , J  22 (AP): 
Australia’s prime minis-
ter said on Tuesday he 
would be disappointed 
if radical cleric Abu Ba-
kar Bashir were released 
from prison early and 
urged Indonesia to show 
respect for the victims of 
the 2002 Bali nightclub 
bombings that the ire-
brand preacher inspired.

Indonesia’s top se-
curity minister, Wiranto, 
said on Monday that In-
donesian President Joko 
Widodo had asked him 
to coordinate a review of 
all aspects of the planned 
release of the 80-year-
old cleric following do-
mestic and international 
criticism. Australia has 
been in top-level discus-
sions with the Indonesia 
since last week when the 
decision was announced 
to release Bashir, the 
spiritual leader of bomb-
ers who attacked night-
clubs on Bali island and 
that killed 202 people, 
including 88 Australians.

Prime Minister Scott 
Morrison said Australia 
would protest if Bashir 
were released early as 
planned, after serving nine 
years of a 15-year sentence.

“I would obviously 
be very disappointed 

about that like other Aus-
tralians would and will 
register that disappoint-
ment and quite strong 
feelings about that,” 
Morrison told 4CA Radio 
in the Australian city of 
Cairns. “We don’t want 
this character able to go 
out there and incite the 
killing of Australians and 
Indonesians, preaching a 
doctrine of hate,” Morri-
son added. Morrison told 
Indonesia “respect must 
be shown for the lives of 
those who are lost.”

Widodo on Friday 
said he had agreed to 
release Bashir on hu-
manitarian grounds. The 
announcement came 
during campaigning for 

a presidential election 
due in April in which op-
ponents of Widodo have 
tried to discredit him as 
insuf iciently Islamic.

Australian survivors of 
the Bali attacks and victims’ 
relatives and friends urged 
against Bashir’s release.

Phil Britten was cap-
tain of a Perth-based 
Australian Rules foot-
ball club and was with 
19 teammates in a Bali 
nightclub when a bomb 
exploded, killing seven 
club members.

“Seven of my friends 
died, they don’t get the 
chance to live out the rest 
of their lives in peace. 
Why should he (Bashir)? 
I think it’s just appalling,” 

Britten told The West 
Australian newspaper.

Australian Peter 
Hughes suffered burns 
to 50 percent of his body 
when a bomb detonated 
in another Bali nightclub.

“He probably de-
serves the death pen-
alty more so than the 
guys that actually did it 
themselves,” Hughes said 
of Bashir. “I believe he 
was totally responsible.” 
Bashir had previously 
been considered ineligi-
ble for parole because of 
his refusal to renounce 
radical beliefs. His fam-
ily had requested his re-
lease since 2017 because 
of his age and deteriorat-
ing health. 

Putin, Abe hold summit 
to break island impasse

M , J  22 (AFP): 
Russia and Japan’s lead-
ers meet for talks in 
Moscow Tuesday over 
the disputed island chain 
that has long prevent-
ed a peace treaty to end 
World War II. But recent 
rhetoric has dampened 
hopes of a breakthrough.

Japanese Prime Min-
ister Shinzo Abe’s visit 
marks the 25th time he 
and Russian President 
Vladimir Putin have met 
since 2013, a re lection 
of their efforts to build 
cooperation despite their 
disagreement over the 
Kuril islands.

The Soviet Army 
seized the four islands, 
between the Sea of Ok-
hotsk and the Paci ic 
Ocean, in the last days of 
World War II.

Tokyo’s refusal to rec-
ognise Moscow’s sover-
eignty there has been a 
barrier to peace for over 
seven decades.

Despite a lurry of 
diplomacy since Novem-
ber, when the two lead-
ers agreed to step up 
peace talks, recent state-
ments from both capitals 
suggest a compromise is 
still far off.

Moscow responded 
furiously to Abe’s New 
Year’s message, in which 
he said Russians living 
on the islands should 
be helped to accept that 
the “sovereignty of their 
homes will change”.

Last week, Russian 
Foreign Minister Sergei 
Lavrov said Japan need-
ed to stop referring to 
the islands as its “North-
ern Territories” in legis-
lation. He also described 
Tokyo’s military alliance 
with Washington as 
problematic.

To get the talks mov-
ing, Tokyo needed to 
recognise Russia’s sov-
ereignty over the Kurils, 
said Lavrov.

“Why is Japan the 
only country in the world 
that cannot accept the 
results of World War II in 
their entirety?” he asked.

And on Monday, Krem-
lin spokesman Dmitry 
Peskov said the peace nego-
tiations were “in their initial 
stage” and would likely be a 
“drawn out” process -- fur-
ther cooling hopes for a 
quick resolution.

Abe’s Moscow visit is 
the irst leg of a trip to 
Europe, which will also 
include a speech at the 
Davos forum in Switzer-
land on Wednesday.

Before his departure 
he acknowledged that 
“negotiations with Rus-
sia have been a challenge 
for more than 70 years” 
and hoped for “candid 
talks” with Putin.

The two leaders have 
demonstrated a good 
personal relationship 
since Abe’s historic irst 
visit to Moscow in 2013.

Abe said in an inter-
view published Monday 
by Kommersant daily 
that he and Putin have 
fully agreed to resolve 
the dispute “with our 
own hands and not pass 
the problem on to future 
generations”.

Kremlin spokesman 
Peskov on Monday said 
that Japan had not so far 
made any of icial pro-
posals based on claiming 
just two of the islands in 
the chain. This possibili-
ty was mooted by the So-
viet Union in the 1950s, 
prior to Tokyo’s alliance 
with the United States.

Japan’s Kyodo news 
agency, citing govern-
ment sources, said Abe 
was leaning toward ac-
cepting this framework 
for a peace deal.

But it is not clear 
whether the Kremlin 

would be keen to trans-
fer sovereignty even for 
the two smaller islands, 
Shikotan and Habomai, 
which is actually a group 
of uninhabited islets.

The chain ensures 
Russia’s strategic control 
of the Sea of Okhotsk, 
and some southern is-
lands in the chain are 
less than 10 kilometres 
(six miles) from Japan’s 
island of Hokkaido.

Giving away even un-
inhabited islands would 
be hugely symbolic and 
poorly received in Russia. 
Several protests were held 
in recent weeks against 
ceding any territory to 
Japan, and Putin’s sliding 
ratings would further suf-
fer from such a move.

A poll by indepen-
dent Russian pollster Le-
vada Centre last month 
suggested that 74 per-
cent of Russians would 
not support exchanging 
some of the islands for a 
peace deal, while only 17 
percent said they would. 
State television has been 
unenthusiastic about the 
summit. Top news pre-
senter Dmitry Kiselyov 
disputed the very notion 
that Japan could be a 
“friend” of Russia as long 
as it opposed Moscow’s 
policies and had US mil-
itary “occupying” its ter-
ritory. As for the Kuril 
islands, Kiselyov said 
on his popular “News 
of the Week” show that 
90 percent of Russians 
were against giving any 
of them back to Tokyo. 
“Would Putin want to ig-
nore this powerful public 
opinion?” he asked. “Im-
possible,” he said.

14 dead as 
ships with 
Indian, Turkish 
crews catch 
ire off Russia

M , J  22 (PTI): 
Two ships carrying Indi-
an, Turkish and Libyan 
crew members caught 
ire in the Kerch Strait 

separating Crimea from 
Russia, killing at least 14 
sailors, according to me-
dia reports.

The ire broke out on 
Monday off Russia’s ter-
ritorial waters. Both ves-
sels were flying Tanza-
nian flags. One of them 
was a liquefied natural 
gas carrier and another 
one was a tanker. The 
fire broke out as the 
two ships were trans-
ferring fuel from one to 
the other.

One of the ships, the 
Candy, had a 17-mem-
ber crew, including nine 
Turkish citizens and 
eight Indian nationals.

The other one, the 
Maestro, had 15-mem-
ber crew, including seven 
Turkish nationals, seven 
Indian citizens and an in-
tern from Libya, Russian 
news agency Tass quoted 
maritime authority as 
saying. Fourteen people 
were killed in the acci-
dent, Crimea’s head Ser-
gei Aksyonov told report-
ers on Tuesday.  
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ARIES: Your ability to quickly read any 
room can be a blessing and a curse—as you 
know well, Aries. But what really pains 
you is when you keep those insights in-
side. Good news: Today, candid Jupiter and 
convivial Venus team up in your outspoken 
ninth house, giving you the courage to risk 
saying just exactly what you think!  
TAURUS: Love is in the air—and if you 
don’t take a chance on “we,” Taurus, how 
will you ever know how amazing something 
might be? Today’s rare hookup between 
risk-taker Jupiter and romantic Venus is 
lighting fi reworks in your eighth house of 
sex and deep merging, making this THE day 
to strike up a conversation or send a racy 
photo to the hottie you’ve been tracking.  
GEMINI: Where is that olive branch, Gem-
ini? If you’ve been butting heads with a 
signifi cant person, a soothing alignment be-
tween open-hearted Jupiter and fair-minded 
Venus in your seventh house of partnerships 
could bring blessed peace. Whether you’ve 
been having it out with a close friend or your 
romantic partner, today’s reconciliation talks 

could even move beyond rapprochement to 
a relationship uplevel.  
CANCER: Share the love! Today, gracious 
Venus and expansive Jupiter unite in your 
sixth house of health and service. As you 
fl oat along on these buoyant yet grounding 
waves of bliss, don’t forget to thank the peo-
ple who have helped you get here. If a col-
league has gone above and beyond to sup-
port you, write a glowing testimonial.  
LEO: Fairy tale endings…and beginnings 
and middles…are SO your thing, Leo, and 
today, as romantic Venus syncs up with 
starry-eyed Jupiter in your passionate fifth 
house, you might enjoy all three. If you’re 
single, consider whether you’ve been 
looking for love in all the wrong places. 
You’re most likely to stumble upon your 
soulmate while doing something that lights 
YOU up.  
VIRGO: A Life without friends is like the 
sky without stars, Virgo—and you know 
that better than most. Today, as caring Venus 
unites with eff usive Jupiter in your fourth 
house of family and nurturing, you’ll be 

reminded that when it comes to your inner 
circle, you’re blessed with the best. Letting 
loved ones know you care doesn’t require 
grand gestures. A simple call or handwritten 
note of appreciation (who does THAT any-
more?) could mean everything. Of course, 
with this grand alignment, you’re welcome 
to go over the top!  
LIBRA: Consciously gravitate toward new 
people and social experiences today, as ro-
mantic Venus and risk-taker Jupiter conspire 
in your communicative third house. You 
could be attracted to someone you never 
thought of “that way”—possibly a member 
of your social circle or a friend of a friend. If 
there are any sparks at all, why not go with it? 
At worst, you could end up with a fascinating 
new lover, BFF or creative collaborator.    
SCORPIO: Perhaps the hardest part about 
saving money is simply getting started—
but even the smallest contributions will 
eventually add up. Today is a great day to 
establish that nest egg as the two “benefi c” 
planets—abundant Jupiter and magnetic Ve-
nus—hook up in your second house of in-

come and fi nances. Start by setting aside a 
small amount from every paycheck if that’s 
all you can aff ord right now. The point is to 
take the fi rst step by establishing a simple 
savings plan and sticking to it.
SAGITTARIUS: Unleash your creative 
genius! For the fi rst time in more than a 
decade, magnetic Venus pairs up with your 
galactic guardian, lucky Jupiter, in YOUR 
sign. This is sure to fan the fl ames of in-
spiration. Quickly rearrange your schedule, 
pushing back mundane tasks to later in the 
week and utilizing today’s rare mashup for 
working on projects that are near to your 
heart. When it comes to all things social and 
romantic, these two “great benefi cs” com-
bine their positive traits and make you unbe-
lievably charming!    
CAPRICORN: Are you harboring a grudge 
or stewing in resentment? Step out of that 
emotional prison and throw away the key. 
Peaceful Venus unites with generous Jupiter 
in your twelfth house of closure and surren-
der. You DO have what it takes to confront 
the person, forgive them and the situation, 

and move on.    
AQUARIUS:  Time for a new crew? Mag-
netic Venus and jovial Jupiter unite in your 
collaborative eleventh house today, instruct-
ing you to take inventory of your teams and 
friendships. Check whether the people in 
your life are delivering what you need. Do 
you play well together and push each oth-
er to new heights? As you evaluate, look at 
your own role. Are you letting people see 
your vulnerable side, or putting on a happy 
face to hide your resentment?  
PISCES: Costume designer Edith Head fa-
mously said you can have everything you 
want if you dress for it. YOU know there’s a 
lot more to it than that, Pisces, but it doesn’t 
hurt to wear your confi dence like a pair of 
Jackie O sunglasses—especially today, as 
magnanimous Jupiter unites with stylish 
Venus in your tenth house of public image 
and status. Don’t let these heavenly power 
moves go to waste. Schedule breakfast or 
lunch at a restaurant where there’s plenty of 
space for you to make your presentation—
and for your client to sign on the dotted line. 

PRETTY IN PINK!  The Scandal star, Kerry 
Washington, pays a visit to The Tonight Show Starring 
Jimmy Fallon in NYC.

Tiffany’s Thoughts: Staying 
Social Media Strong in 2019 

TIFFANY SOITHONGSUK 

With more than a staggering three billion social media 
users worldwide, the medium has had unquestionable 

impact on our lives: keeping us in touch with friends and 
family everywhere; 
connecting us with 
like-minded people ir-
respective of location; 
giving voice to individ-
uals and meaningful 
movements like never 
before and; bringing us 
bountiful inspiration 
and laughter besides.

It’s hard to ignore 
the negative impact so-
cial media is having on 
not just our productivi-
ty but also our mental & 
emotional wellbeing. As 
a slew of celebrities take 
social media breaks — 
Selena, Ariana and oth-
ers — more of us are 
recognising the value 
of time away from our 
apps. Social consump-
tion has been linked 
with increased anxiety, 
depressive symptoms 
and low self-esteem as we unfairly compare our lives to the 
seemingly perfectly curated feeds of strangers. Also, much like 
an addiction, that like, follow or comment is driving a dopa-
mine rush that we are seeking to recreate repeatedly.

I have a personal mission to help others cultivate stron-
ger minds as much as body: we have 
the power to take control over our 
digital environment by making choic-
es that shape not just our personal 
landscape, but also of others we are 
connecting with. These are my sim-
ple-but-effective tips on keeping your 
headspace strong in the social media 
sphere whilst creating a healthier, 
happier environment we consciously 
want to engage with:
SOCIAL MEDIA FREE AM & PM

Set a “do not disturb” function on 
your device to activate one hour be-
fore bed up to one hour after waking. 
Looking at social when you’re tired 
(pm) or incoherent (am) is a guaran-
teed way to fuel your anxiety. Reserve that time for non-digital 
activities. Additional no, no – checking your phone during the 
night if you get up.
TURN ON HELPFUL FEATURES, TURN OFF NOTIFICATIONS

A host of tools have been introduced to take control over 

how much time you spend on social – be that on your device or 
within an app itself. For example, Instagram’s “Your Activity” 
settings allow you to set a daily time limit and chart your daily 
usage, which can help raise awareness for mindless scrolling 

habits. Next, turn noti ications off: track-
ing every like, comment, and follow the 
moment it happens is an unhelpful dis-
traction. Allow speci ic times to engage 
when you’re fully present.
AVOID COMPARISON

Instagram in particular is a highlights 
reel of the big picture – we KNOW real 
life isn’t inspirationally glossy all the 
time. Remember there are humans at 
the end of a device and that most peo-
ple will face similar challenges you 
might be experiencing at some point 
– they just aren’t going to be shouting 
about it on social.
UNFOLLOW

Clear the bad energy. It’s always 
worth asking yourself why certain peo-
ple cause you to experience negativity, 
but if someone persistently triggers 
unhealthy responses or bad thoughts, 
simply unfollow. It doesn’t matter if it’s 
a super celebrity or someone closer to 
home. You are not obliged to waste en-
ergy on people who are bringing you 
down. There are plenty of inspirational, 

feel-good, encouraging people to engage with.
BE THE SOURCE

Staying social media strong is not just about our consump-
tion habits, but what we are consciously putting out too. Think 
before you post or comment – are you fanning the lames of 

negativity, or sharing 
encouragement and 
positivity? We each 
have our part to play in 
making social media a 
great space for every-
one. 
RESPECT YOUR OF-
FLINE TIME

Out for dinner? 
Nothing is more off-put-
ting than phone-tap-
ping during a conversa-
tion at the table. Grant-
ed, you may want to 
pap a stunning plate of 
food but then put devic-

es away, out of sight. Human connection is precious and needs 
preserving. You don’t need to document every given moment 
of life. Assign a social media free day and have some experi-
ences for your eyes only and not through the lens of a device 
intended for others.

Dermot Mulroney to lead ‘2 Men & a Pig’

Ryan Reynolds cancels surgery 
to promote ‘Deadpool 2’ in China

Dermot Mulroney has been 
roped in to lead buddy com-

edy “2 Men & a Pig”. According to 
The Hollywood Reporter, the in-
die project is set to be directed by 
Ted Collins from a script by James 
RW Cornetet.

The story revolves around 
two brothers and a ceramic pig 
named Charlie on one inal road 
trip, where they become crimi-
nals on the run.

Mulroney will play Rick, while 

Jim Connor will play his brother, 
Michael. Neal McDonough will play 
Texas Ranger Walkyre Alabama 
and comic Dina Nina Martinez will 
portray the role of Rosalita.

McDonough will also execu-
tive produce. Collins is also at-
tached as producer along with 
Raz Cunningham. Mulroney was 
last seen in “Homecoming” in a 
recurring guest role with his “My 
Best Friend’s Wedding” co-star 
Julia Roberts.

L  A , J  22 (PTI): Ryan Reynolds 
cancelled his arm surgery to ly to China for 
“Deadpool 2” promotions, ahead of the fran-
chise’s surprise theatrical debut in the coun-
try. The 42-year-old star had injured his left 

arm shooting the ilm and was scheduled 
to have surgery in New York on Sunday, but 
skipped the appointment.

Last week, Fox announced that a re-
cut, PG-13 “Deadpool 2” would hit Chinese 
screens on this Friday. This was the irst time 
the franchise has passed the country’s strin-

gent censorship rules.
According to Variety, Reynolds told his 

fans in Beijing that he was not going to let 
the surgery interfere with his “dream” to visit 
China. “It’s been a dream of mine for years to 

bring ‘Deadpool’ to China and Chinese audi-
ences, so for me this is, uh, heaven on earth.

“This was more important (than the op-
eration). I was not going to miss coming to 
China,” the actor said.

Chinese fans have dubbed the titular 
character, played by Reynolds, ‘Little Jianji-
an’, which the studio has loosely translated 
to ‘Little Bi*chy Bi*ch’. Reynolds, true to his 
wry humour self, said he believed he may 
have heard the moniker somewhere else 
before. “I feel like my wife gave that to me 
irst, but I guess China can get the credit.

“(It’s the) perfect Deadpool nickname. It 
could have been something much weirder, 
like ‘Hunting Wolf Blood-Chucker.’ I’ll take 

Little Bi*chy Bi*ch any day; it’s the most fit-
ting,” he quipped. He also went on to jok-
ingly propose the new nickname as the title 
of the next “Deadpool” sequel. Last year, the 
PG-13 version of “Deadpool 2” was released 
in the US as a Christmas special titled, “Once 
Upon A Deadpool”.


