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Trio on 60-day tour of India to raise 
awareness on COVID reaches Gangtok

SUMMIT REPORT
GANGTOK, 20 Oct: 

A three-member team 
of Road Ashram is 

in Sikkim with its cam-
paign to raise awareness 
on COVID-19 and also to 
raise funds to support 
those affected by the 
pandemic. The team ar-
rived in the capital last 
evening.

As part of Road Ash-
ram campaign, the team 
is travelling along the 
borders of India, cov-
ering nearly 25,000 km 
and 30 states and union 
territories in 60 days in 
a specially modified car. 
Siddhartha Dutta from 
Mumbai, Ahmer Siddiqui 
from Delhi and Neha 
Chaturvedi from Agra 
have come together in 
this campaign.

The team started its 
campaign from Delhi 
one 04 Oct and travelled 
along the China and Ne-
pal borders, stopping at 
Gangotri and then Tanak-
pur in Uttarakhand be-
fore entering West Ben-
gal. They reached Sikkim 

on the 17th day of their 
campaign and have al-
ready covered around 
6,000 KMs.

The team members 
met the former Indian 
football team skipper, 
Bhaichung Bhutia at his 
residence at Pangthang 
this morning.

Addressing a press 
conference here this af-
ternoon, Mr Dutta shared 
that the team members 
received a warm wel-
come from Bhaichung 
Bhutia who expressed 

happiness on the cam-
paign. 

“It was very encour-
aging and overwhelming 
to see that Bhaichung 
had called his children 
and told them about our 
campaign,” he said. 

He mentioned that 
during the campaign 
the team plans to visit 
border areas of the State 
and interact with the local 
people to collect their ex-
periences and memories of 
the lockdown and impact of 
COVID-19 in the State.  

“We three have come 
together and designed 
this campaign to bring 
attention to all these sto-
ries and experiences of 
the people to influence 
others and to figure out 
how we can help the 
needy,” Mr Dutta said.

He mentioned that 
after Sikkim the team 
will move towards the 
North-Eastern region 
and cover all states there. 
They will then move 
down towards Kolkata 
and then the Southern 

States of the country and 
plan to end their cam-
paign in Delhi in 60 days.

“The idea is to stay 
on the road - in our very 
own, personally crafted 
car, that we have decid-
ed to call ‘Road Ashram’. 
Through our drive on 
the kachha-pakka roads 
on the borders, we wish 
to raise awareness and 
resources to help people 
facing difficulties due to 
the pandemic. Alongside, 
we will share videos and 
stories of India’s diverse 
cultures, places, and ev-
erything else that makes 
India what it is a diverse, 
colourful and fascinating 
country,” said Mr Sid-
diqui.

Ms Chaturvedi shared 
that the campaign has 
been receiving encourag-
ing response from peo-
ple and they have been 
sharing their stories and 
experiences of the lock-
down. She mentioned 
that people have been 
coming forward with 
food and shelter for the 
team. 

Yuksam withdraws ban 
on entry of tourists

PRITAM LAMA
Gyalshing, 20 Oct:

Yuksam, West Sikkim, has decided to 
withdraw its ban on entry of tour-

ists after a consultation meeting held 
today. The meeting was chaired by Yuk-
sam BDO, Samber Man Limboo and at-
tended by Gram Panchayats, Kanchen-
junga National Park officials, tourism 
stakeholders, SKM District Coordinator 
(West), Nandu Gurung, SKM Tourism 
Wing Secretary, Phumphi Bhutia, Pri-
vate Secretary to Dy. Speaker, Kesher 
Khatiwada and SKM Tourism Coordina-
tor, Suk Rani Limboo. 

SKM Tourism Wing Secretary, 
Phumbhi Bhutia said that the decision 
to withdraw the ban on entry of tour-
ists to Yuksam was taken after thorough 
consultations with the local community 
and tourism stakeholders of Yuksam 

and adjoining areas. 
Meanwhile, a meeting was called 

by DC West today wherein he direct-
ed other Gram Panchayats that have 
banned entry of tourists to lift their 
restrictions. Some of the other areas in 
West Sikkim which have banned entry 
of tourists are Ribdi-Bhareng GPU un-
der Daramdin constituency, Thingling 
Khechoperi GPU and Bermiok Berthang 
GPU. Uttarey meanwhile had lifted its 
ban on tourists on 12 Oct.

Yuksam is a gateway for the popu-
lar Dzongri-Goechala trek and also for 
Singalila and Kasturi round trek inside 
India's first UNESCO World Heritage 
site under mixed criteria. Khangchend-
zonga National Park is the UNESCO 
World Heritage site covering an area of 
1,784kms in northern and western part 
of Sikkim.

Utility vehicles to help 14 
SHGs supplement incomes
SAGAR CHHETRI
Gangtok, 20 Oct:

Chief Minister PS Tamang [Golay] 
handed over Ajeevika Grameen Ex-

press Yojana [AGEY] vehicles to 14 Self 
Help Groups from West and South Dis-
tricts here at Tashiling Secretariat on 
Tuesday. 

At a special function organized 
by Sikkim Rural Livelihood Mission 
[SRLM] of Rural Development Depart-
ment, the CM has handed over the keys 
of Mahindra Bolero pick-up vehicles to 
representatives of the 14 SHGs.

AGEY, a sub-component of the Na-
tional Rural Livelihood Mission, is be-
ing implemented in South and West 
districts this year with the objective to 
provide an alternative source of liveli-
hood to members of SHGs by facilitating 
operation of public transport services 
by them in rural areas and provide safe, 
affordable and community-monitored 
rural transport services.

The function was also attended by 
RDD Minister Sonam Lama, Principal 
Secretary, Home, R Telang, Principal 
Secretary RDD CS Rao, Commissioner 
RDD Dr P Senthil Kumar and other of-
ficials.

Addressing the handing-over cer-
emony, the CM encouraged SHG mem-
bers to use these vehicles to further 
increase the income of people in their 
respective areas and ultimately con-
tribute to the overall development of 
the area. 

Speaking to media persons, the 
CM explained the objectives of the 
scheme and reiterated his govern-
ment’s commitment to the cooper-
ative movement.

Mr Tamang mentioned that by 
following the Atma Nirbhar Bharat 
movement of the Prime Minister, 
the State government has been en-
couraging local farmers, cooperative 
societies and SHGs to increase their 
incomes and become self-reliant. 

“We had awarded the work to 
supply school uniforms to SHGs 
last year but they could not meet 
the requirement of 1.9 lakh pieces 
of uniform and were able to pre-
pare and supply only 20,000 sets 
as they were not trained for such 
works by the previous government, but 

we hope SHGs will fulfill these demands 
this time,” he said. 

He further informed that the State 
government has allocated incentives 
for agriculture in the supplementary 
budget which will be provided to Farm-
er-Producer Organisations to take the 
incentives to genuine farmers.

While extending best wishes to 
Vijaya Dasami, the CM appealed the 
people to take all precaution and to 
strictly follow the SOPs of COVID-19. 
He appealed the people to always wear 
masks and keep practicing hand wash-
ing and social distancing until the vac-
cine for COVID-19 would be prepared. 
“We have handled the COVID-19 situa-
tion very effectively in Sikkim but still 
everyone needs to cooperate and sup-
port the initiative and efforts of the gov-
ernment by strictly following the SOPs, 
he said.

On the occasion, Chumbong SHG 
Federation, Moon SHG Federation, 
Sangkhu Radhu Khandu SHG Federa-
tion 2, Yambung SHG Federation, Ber-
miok Berthang SHG Federation B, Tim-
burbong SHG Federation, Melli-Aching 
Federation, Salghari GPU SHG Feder-
ation, Nizrameng SHG Federation, Bo-
rong Phaamthang SHG Federation, Wok 
Omchu SHG Federation, Sadam Ravitar 
SHG Federation, Ben Namprick SHG 
Federation and Lingmoo Payong SHG 
Federation have received utility pick-up 
vehicles under the scheme.

The CM also handed over a cer-
tificate attesting SISCO Bank as the 
best-performing bank and certificates 
for Best Performing Self-Help Groups 
to Skystar SHG, Khamdong [Nation-
al Awardee] and Jagriti SHG, Pakyong 
[State Awardee]. Sirwani Ward Devel-
opment Society was presented with the 
Best Performing WDS and Duga Block 
as the Best Transaction Based Digital 
Accounting System.

Obeying central guidelines on passenger restrictions, Deptt explains to SPYF
SUMMIT REPORT
Gangtok, 20 Oct:

The Transport Depart-
ment, in response 

to Sikkim Progressive 
Youth Forum’s demand 
that passenger restric-
tions on taxis be lifted, 
has explained that “in 

view of the continuing 
grave threats [due to 
Novel Coronavirus] spe-
cially to a small state 
like Sikkim,” the state 
was following guide-
lines issued by the 
Union Home Ministry.

The Chief Secre-

tary had accordingly 
issued the order reg-
ulating the number of 
passengers allowed 
in vehicles, the Sec-
retary, Transport De-
partment, TN Bhutia, 
informs in a letter 
marked to SPYF in re-

sponse to its demand.
Because of this order, 

the Transport Depart-
ment “also has to obey 
the said notification till 
further orders,” the letter 
adds.

Addressing the SPYF 
demand for resumption 

of the Gangtok-Gyalsh-
ing bus service, the Sec-
retary informs that the 
service was discontinued 
because of the road con-
dition at several spots 
and assures that the de-
partment was trying to 
restore the service.

One more death takes 
Sikkim’s COVID toll to 63

SUMMIT REPORT
Gangtok, 20 Oct: 

The Novel Coronavirus 
claimed one more life in Sik-

kim today even as 42 new cases 
of the virus was detected across 
the State in the 24 hours ending 
8AM Tuesday.

Sikkim’s COVID-19 related 
death toll swelled to 63 with the 
death of an 81-year-old male 
from IBM-Rangpo at STNM Hos-
pital on Tuesday morning. He 
had the co-morbid condition of 
cerebro-vascular disease, a con-
dition which affects the brain, 
Health officials inform.

In the daily health bulle-
tin on Tuesday evening, Health 
Department State IEC Officer, 
Sonam G Bhutia, informed that 
the patient had been referred 
from District Hospital, Singtam, 
after being found positive for 
COVID-19 in rapid antigen test-
ing and was admitted at STNM 
Hospital on 16 October and 
shifted to the ICU facility. 

He passed away at around 
9:30 AM this morning and was 
diagnosed with severe pneumo-
niatis.

Meanwhile, the 42 new cases 
took the State’s tally of the con-
firmed COVID-19 cases to 3,643. 

The number of discharged 
patients further improved to 
3,245 with the discharge of 50 
more patients from isolation fa-
cilities on Monday. 

There are now 254 COVID-19 
patients still in isolation either 
at hospitals or at home in the 
State, six of them in the ICU fa-
cility of STNM Hospital.

Thirty new cases were re-
ported from the testing of 206 
samples by RT-PCR at the VRD 
Lab on Monday, while four cas-
es were detected in the TrueNat 
testing of 24 samples and eight 
cases found in rapid antigen 
testing of 91 samples. 

38 cases have been reported 
in East District and the remain-
ing four from West District.

While providing details of 
the new cases reported in RT-
PCR, Mr Bhutia informed that 
one person from Mangar Colony 
in Burtuk, two from Deorali but 
currently residing in Sirwani, 
one from near government 
school in Lower Shyari, three 
from opposite Forest check-
post at Ranka Fatak, one from 
the containment zone in Assam 
Lingzey, one person who was 
tested at ENT clinic and already 
admitted in STNM hospital and 
one from Linkey Pakyong tested 
positive for COVID-19.

Likewise, a health staff from 
a quarantine facility, one person 
from Lingding, one from near 
the BDO Office in Upper Nandok, 
two from Deorali, one from the 
top floor of Hotel Tibet, one from 
Kazi Road, one from Tadong, one 
from Jorethang, one from below 
Paljor Stadium in Sichey, one 
from opposite Macleods Phar-
ma in Pakyong, one from Lower 
Arithang, one from near Labour 

Office in Socheythang and one 
from near SBI in Bojoghari, one 
from Gairi Gaon Tadong, one 
from near the police booth in 
Arithang and one from Sangk-
hola were also found COVID-19 
positive in RT-PCR testing.

He added that health work-
ers have not been able to con-
tact a 46-year-old male who 
was screened at the Emergency 
Ward of STNM hospital and test-
ed positive.

In TrueNat testing, a person 
from Development Area, two 
from K3 government quarters 
in Shyari and one from pow-
er guest house in Jalipool were 
found positive for COVID-19.

Similarly, four persons from 
Gyalshing Bazaar in West Dis-
trict and one person from Rung-
dung Rhenock, one from Tibet 
Road, one from Balawakhani 
Gangtok and one from 5th Mile 
Tadong in East District were 
found positive for COVID-19 in 
rapid antigen testing.  

Nagaland's COVID-19 tally breaches 8,000 mark
Kohima, Oct 20 (PTI): Nagaland's 
COVID-19 tally breached the 8000-mark on 
Tuesday as 67 more people tested positive 
for the virus, including 31 armed forces per-
sonnel, a health department official said.

The 67 new cases have pushed the state's 
COVID-19 tally to 8,020 and the number of 
active cases to 1,657, he said.

"67 positive cases of COVID-19 detected 
today Dimapur 38, Kohima 13, Tuensang 
11 and Mon 5," Health Minister, S Pangnyu 
Phom said in a tweet.

"Also, 60 positive patients have recov-

ered Tuensang 27, Kohima and Mon dis-
tricts 13 each and Dimapur 7," he said.

Of the total 8,020 COVID-19 cases, 6,267 
patients have recovered from the disease 
and the recovery rate in the state is at pres-
ent 78.14 per cent, Additional Director of 
Health Department, Dr Denis Hangsing said 
in the daily COVID-19 bulletin.

So far 29 COVID-19 infected patients 
have died in the state, he said, adding that 
22 deaths were due to COVID-19, while six 
deaths are not related to COVID-19 and an-
other death is still under investigation.

Altogether 67 COVID-19 patients have 
migrated to other states, he said.

Dimapur district has the highest number 
of COVID-19 cases at 4,350.
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LAND FOR SALE 
A land measuring an area for  50x32 1/2  at Road-
side just below housing colony is for sale. It is 
just a  one minute walking distance from Namchi 
bazaar taxi stand. Interested party may contact 
9593373387 and 9434406761

LAND FOR SALE 
An area measuring 1 acre at Sadam South Sikkim 
near Loretto Convent School at Gupti road. Price 
negotiable any one interested can contact:

78640-04501,62970-03235, 98320-48410

~ SummitTIMES ~
CLASSIFIEDS
LAND FOR SALE

Two plots available – 30X40 sq ft and 50X30 sq ft
Junkeri Dara, Samlik Marchak

Price negotiable 
Contact : 6296366498, 

9641878315, 9593262407

FOR RENT 
Two and half storeyed (1st to 3rd floor) com-
plex is available for rent in the heart of Ranipool 
Baazar (Opposite UCO Bank). The building area 
is 35’x60’ appx. in each floor and is fit for offic-
es, shopping complexes, guest houses, banks etc. 
Contact: 8509755220, 8348007688.

GENERAL LAND FOR SALE
 

General roadside land for sale measuring 30 by 
45 square feet near smile land below apica gar-
den . Contact no.7797885351/9733538899.

Building for sale 
A two storey building constructed on plot area 
50×40 ft. Situated at Upper Phong near Phong SS 
, South Sikkim is on sale. Cost Rs 60 Lakhs (Ne-
gotiable ). Interested may contact : 8145829309, 
7864937800, 9749897695.

BEFORE THE LEARNED OATH COMMISSIONER, 
EAST SIKKIM AT GANGTOK

AFFIDAVIT CUM DECLARATION
I, Kama Agarwal, son of ate P.M. Singhal (Agarwa) 
aged about 55 years, by faith Hindu, resident of Ti-
bet Road, under P.O.& P.S. Gangtok, East Sikkim, do 
hereby solemnly affirm and declare on oath as fol-
lows:-

1. That Mr. Radhey Shyam Singhal is my natural 
elder brother and we are the biological sons of late 
P.M. Singhal (Agrawal).

2. That my elder brother was previously married 
with Smt. Krishna Devi Singhal, however without 
our knowledge and family consent he again married 
one women named Amrita of Gangtok, East Sikkim.

3. That my above named brother is living with 
that women only as I along with my mother and 
have no longer relation with him as he married the 
women without the knowledge of my sister –in-law 
and also against our family.

4. That I am living with my family at Tibet Road, 
Gangtok East Sikkim without keeping any kind of re-
lation or contact with my above named brother for 
the last 10-12 years.

5. That this affidavit is made on oath to declare 
that I along with my family member gave no relation 
with my above named brother, and none of us shall 
be responsible for any kind of matter in which he is 
related thereto.

6. This this affidavit in made Bonafide.

DEPONENT

SGAY allotment orders distributed in North
Mangan, 20 Oct (IPR):

The Department of  
Rural Development 

organised day long dis-
tribution of allotment 
orders of Sikkim Gar-
ib Awas Yojana (SGAY), 
House Up gradation 
(cheques) and GCI Sheets 
programme to the bene-
ficiaries of  Mangan and 
Chungthang Block today 
here at conference of 
NDZP Bhawan, Pentok, 
North Sikkim today. 

Area MLA-cum-Min-
ister for Roads and 
Bridges, Cultural Affairs 
& Heritage Department, 
Samdup Lepcha graced 
the occasion as the Chief 
Guest along with Addi-
tional Political Secretary 
to CM, Tshering Wangyal 
Bhutia as Guest of honor.

Programme was at-
tended amongst other 
by DC/North, Tenzing T 
Kaleon, SP/North, Ong-
mu Bhutia, ADC (Dev), 
Hemant Rai, BDO, Man-
gan, DS Subba, BDO Dz-
ongu, Tempa Ringzing 
Bhutia, BDO Chungthang, 
Pema Wangden Bhutia.

The Chief Guest 
handed over allotment 

order of GCI Sheet, House 
Upgradation, Cheques 
and Sikkim Garib Awaas 
Yojana to the benefi-
ciaries of Mangan and 
Chungthang Block.

House Upgradation 
for one hundred thirty 
two households and GCI 
sheet for fifty and SGAY 
for thirty five households 
for Mangan and twenty 
four houses upgrada-
tion and thirteen GCI 

sheet and twenty SGAY 
were sanctioned for 
Chungthang.

Mnister, Samdup Lep-
cha in his speech, lauded 
the dynamic leadership 
of the Chief Minister, 
Prem Singh Tamang and 
stated that because of 
strong vision of the HCM 
the government has be-
come successful to fulfill 
its commitment in the 
state.

Congratulating the 
beneficiaries Minister 
said that all the eligible 
beneficiaries were iden-
tified without any po-
litical bias and assured 
that those any left out 
genuine household will 
be covered in next phase.

Stating as an exem-
plary housing scheme 
of Sikkim Garib Awas 
Yojana launched by the 
ruling government and 

urged beneficiaries to 
be well plan before its 
construction and to en-
sure quality construction 
work.

Lastly, he urged the 
people of the district to 
go hand in hand with the 
programme and policy of 
Government in order to 
take Sikkim into greater 
height.

Additional Political 
Secretary to CM Tsher-
ing Wangyal Bhutia in 
his speech briefly explain 
the role and responsi-
bilities of the office of 
Additional Political Sec-
retary to CM and urged 
the people those who are 
deprived of their rights 
to approach before his 
office simultaneously he 
assure to deliver justice 
without any discrimina-
tion.

Highlighting some of 
the major achievements 
of the ruling Govern-
ment Shri Bhutia urged 
the people of the district 
to remain united and ex-
tend their best support 
to the Government for 
holistic development of 
Sikkim.

South-West SKM District Party 
Office cum Interaction session

SUMMIT REPORT
Gangtok, 20 Oct:

Sikkim Krantikari Morcha [SKM] CEC 
team in coordination with DEC team 

held a meeting for Rangang Yangang 
Constituency as part of its nine-
day South/West District Party 
Office cum Interaction session, a 

press release informs.
The meeting was attended by SKM 

party functionaries from Central and 
District Executive Committee under 
the chairmanship of Party Spokesper-
son, Jacob Khaling Rai. The team later 
visited SKM Rangang Yangang CLC level 
party office situated at Yangang Bazaar.

House up-gradation token distributed in Rhenock

SUMMIT REPORT
Gangtok, 20 Oct:

Disbursement pro-
gram of house 

up-gradation/repair-
ing cheques to the ben-

eficiaries of Rhenock 
Constituency and one 
GPU Sudunglakha from 
Rongli Chujachen Con-
stituency was held at 
Rhenock BAC, East Sik-

kim, today, a press re-
lease informs. 

MLA cum Chairman 
(STCS), Bishnu Kumar 
Khatiwara was present 
as the chief guest.

SGAY allotment orders 
distributed for Kabi Lungchok

SUMMIT REPORT
Gangtok, 20 Oct:

Allotment orders for 
house upgradation 

under housing scheme 
and Sikkim Garib Awas 
Yojna were distributed 
to beneficiaries of Kabi 
Lungchok today at CRC 
hall in Upper Lingchom. 

Area MLA and Forest 
Minister, Karma Loday 

Bhutia first distributed 
SGAY allotment orders 
to landslide affected, 
Passang Sherpa and Che-
wang Sherpa of Upper 
Lingchom ward under 
Lingchom Tingda GPU. 

He then handed over 
tokens to the 165 house 
upgradation beneficia-
ries and 90 SGAY benefi-
ciaries.

Hindi web magazine “Maun Gunj” released
SUMMIT REPORT
Rangpo, 20 Oct:

“Maun Gunj” an in-
ternational web 

magazine for Hindi 
language (quarterly lit-
erature and social con-
cern) and silent echoes 
website held its online 
release today, a press 
release informs. 

The program was 
inaugurated by the 
founder and Chief Ed-
itor, Meenakshi Singh 

along with Dr Pratibha 
Garg with Saraswati 
Vandana.

Chief guest, Editor 
in Chief, Devendra Ku-
mar Bahal, announced 

the award of “Pari” to 
Dr Meenakshi Singh, 
a degree conferred 
by “Hindi Language 
Sahodari”, Literature 
Vyom. 

PIB webinar on ‘Ek Bharat, Shreshtha Bharat’ 
Gangtok, 20 Oct 
(PIB): While ‘Ek Bharat 
Shreshtha Bharat’ cele-
brates the joy of cultural 
diversity and ‘Unity in 
Diversity’, ‘Dekho Apna 
Desh’ demonstrates 
Tourism Potential of 
North East in its diversity 
and exuberance, experts 
emphasised in a Webinar 
organised by Press Infor-
mation Bureau, Guwahati 
on the topic here today. A 
Galaxy of experts from 
Industry and socio-eco-
nomic cultural fraternity, 
Government sector along 
with academicians de-
liberated and discussed 
about the topic from var-
ied perspective.

Regional Director 
North-East, Sankhasu-
bhro Devbarman, In-
diatourism Guwahati 
said that folk dances, 
food, cuisine and hos-
pitality, cultural tradi-
tion teaches a person 
about the diversity 
and vivacity of a place 
and its people.  Talking 
about Assam and Ra-
jasthan, the two states 
which are grouped to-
gether in ‘Ek Bharat 
Shreshtha Bharat’, he 
further said that folk 
dances in Rajasthan 
such as Ghoomar, Kath-
putli and Kalbelia(S-
apera) dance depicts 
the culture and has the 
potential to generate 
opportunity for youth 
in entrepreneurial and 
tourism sector. Shri 
Devbarman said that 
the emphasis of ‘Dekho 
Apna Desh’ webinars is 
promotion of domestic 
tourism. Mentioning 
about the initiative, he 
said that Ministry of 
Tourism is making all 
efforts to engage with 
all in the value-chain 

of tourism industry 
and the citizens of the 
country to educate 
them about local food, 
tourism, culture, festi-
vals and tradition of a 
place.

In the deliberation, 
Tourist Information 
officer, Sayak Nandi, 
Indiatourism, Kolkata, 
Ministry of Tourism 
said that webinars on 
‘Dekho Apna Desh’ is 
an effort to demonstrate 
India’s diversity with 
respect to’ Ek Bharat 
Shreshtha Bharat’ and is 
an informative and ed-
ucative knowledge en-
deavour with relevance 
to youth of the country.

Faculty, Dr Jecob 
Konwar, DHSK Com-
merce College, Dibru-
garh and Abdur Rah-
man Mallick, Advo-
cate, Delhi High Court 
said that Tea tourism, 
eco-tourism, adventure 
tourism and medical 
tourism, are adding 
vistas of opportunities 
for socio-economic 
development of people. 
On ‘Ek Bharat Shreshtha 
Bharat’, they said that it 
celebrates Unity in Di-
versity among people. 
They said that North 
East including Assam has 
various cultural and tra-
ditional festivals, which 
integrates the India’s 
strength in culture with 
the rest of the country. 

Mentioning about var-
ious Food Festivals of 
North East, they further 
said that programmes 
such as National Integra-
tion Day, Wangala Dance, 
Losar festival, Hornbill 
Festival and Tawang Fes-
tival, are examples which 
exemplify the ethos and 
essence of ‘Ek Bharat 
Shreshtha Bharat’.

Adding to the discus-
sion, HoD, Sunil Kalai, 
Department of Journal-
ism and Communica-
tion, Tripura University 
(A Central University), 
Suryamaninagar, Tripu-
ra said that media and 
communication has al-
ways played a vital role 
in connecting the talents 
of youth and this is an 
endeavour in that par-
lance to create aware-
ness about the culture, 
diversity and potential of 
tourism.

The webinar was 
managed and coordi-
nated by Joint Director, 
Samrat Bandyopadhyay, 
PIB Guwahati. While 
Deputy Director, Pallav 
Chakravorty, PIB wel-
comed the experts, along 
with students, eminent 
journalists and other 
government senior offi-
cials from Doordarshan 
Guwahati, Regional Out-
reach Bureau, Guwahati, 
All India Radio Guwahati 
were also present on the 
occasion.

Dy Speaker chairs meeting on 
development of Yuksam Tashiding

Gyalshing, 20 Oct 
(IPR): 
Area MLA cum Deputy 
Speaker, Sangay Lepcha 
chaired a meeting to discuss 
the growth of development 
at Yuksam-Tashiding Con-
stituency with: DC West, 
Karma R. Bonpo; SDM Yuk-
sam, Tshering T. Bhutia; BDO 
Chongrang, Subash Chandra 
Subba; and representatives 
from concerned depart-
ments. The meeting was held 
at the chamber of DC West.  

DC West went over 
the following proposals: 
Promotion of Apiculture 
(Beekeeping) for increas-
ing productivity in organic 
farming; Renovation and 
upgradation of Tashiding 
PHCs and repair of ap-
proach road for Tashiding 
PHC; Construction of sev-
en new ICDS centers in the 
Chongrang Block; Promo-
tion of poultry farming in 
Chongrang Block to sup-
plement farmers income; 
and Promotion of dairy 
farming (SIRI COWS) in 
Chongrang Block to sup-
plement farmers income.

DC West, Karma R. 
Bonpo mentioned that un-
der the direction of Chief 
Minister, the project has 
been started. Keeping in 
mind of proposal, he sug-
gested for cluster based 
approach in beekeeping, 
poultry and dairy farm-
ing in convergence with 
line department.  He talk-

ed about the cooperative 
farming and identifica-
tion of barren land within 
Chongrang Block as Chon-
grang is backward area 
under Yuksam-Tashiding 
constituency. The main 
target is to make in use 
with the barren land. He 
mentioned that this is just 
a preliminary meeting to 
discuss with departments 
and take out the solutions. 
He also mentioned that 
this meeting is to discuss 
how to develop Chon-
grang area through NEC 
(North Eastern Council). 

He further suggested 
that MGNREGA should 
work on agriculture to 
reduce labour shortages. 
He further mentioned that 
people's participation is 
the must for implemen-
tation of the said project 
and collectively utilise the 
barren land. He further 
said that agriculture and 
dairy farming is suitable 
for Yuksam-Tashiding 
constituency. He further 
stressed to push agricul-
tural schemes towards 
Yuksam-Tashiding con-
stituency.  Further, he said 
that plan proposals to be 
submitted to concerned 
authority for approval. 

During the meeting, 
dignitaries and represen-
tatives shared a healthy 
suggestions regarding 
development and imple-
mentation of the project.

SKM 
distributes rice 
to 320 families 
in Rangpo

SUMMIT REPORT
Gangtok, 20 Oct:

Sikkim Krantikari 
Morcha East District 

provided ration to driv-
ers and underprivileged 
families of Rangpo and 
Lower Jitlang Kerabari 
area today. 

East District presi-
dent of Chalak Morcha, 
Roshan Mangar informed 
that 320 families and 
drivers of Rangpo have 
received 10Kgs of rice/
family. He also informed 
that the event was all 
possible due to the di-
rections and leadership 
of the Chief Minister, PS 
Tamang.
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Benefits distributed in Namthang Rateypani

SUMMIT REPORT
Gangtok, 20 Oct:

A meeting of Sikkim 
Krantikari Morcha 

[SKM] Namthang Ratey-
pani Constituency was 
held at Namthang, South 
Sikkim today, a press 

release informs. The 
meeting was chaired by 
area MLA cum Minister 
of Building and Housing, 
Sanjeet Kharel. 

The purpose of the 
meeting today was to 
distribute benefits to 

the people. An amount 
of Rs.20,000 each was 
provided to beneficiaries 
for house up-gradation 
while 100 families were 
given tokens for GCI 
sheets, a press release 
informs. 

SGAY allotment orders disbursed in Ravangla
Ravangla, 20 Oct 
(IPR):

The disbursement 
of allotment orders 

for Sikkim Garib Awas 
Yojana (SGAY), House 
Upgradation & GCI Sheet 
have been rolled out 
in South District from 
09-Barfung Constituen-
cy for four GPUs namely: 
41-Sangnath, 42-Rayong 
Tinkitam, 43-Lamaten 
Tingmoo and 48-Borong 
Phamtam on 20 oct, 
2020. 

The programme was 
held in the Conference 
Hall of Block Administra-
tive Centre Ravangla and 
was chaired by the Area 
MLA, TT Bhutia. Advisor, 
State Medicinal Plant 
Board, Dichen Phigu Bhu-
tia and Vice President 
CEC, SKM Party, Lobsa-
ng Bhutia were special 
guests. The programme 

also had the presence 
of ADC (Dev) Ravangla, 
Sunil Kr Mothay, SDM 
Ravangla, Sonam Top-
gay, SDPO Ravangla, SD 
Thakarpa, BDO Rav-
angla, LB Rai and BDO 
Sikkip, Tirsang Tamang. 
ADC (Dev) Ravangla pre-
sented a brief account of 
all the three schemes i.e. 
SGAY, House Upgradation 

and GCI Sheet to the ben-
eficiaries.

In the key note ad-
dress, the Chief guest 
cum MLA 09-Barfung 
Assembly Constituen-
cy, TT Bhutia extended 
warm regards to all the 
beneficiaries on be-
half of the Government 
and appeal to them to 
make best use of the 

schemes for their own 
development. He urged 
the SGAY beneficiaries 
to be vigilant during the 
construction process of 
their houses so that they 
get the best of what the 
Government has award-
ed them. The allotment 
orders and cheques were 
distributed to the benefi-
ciaries by the Chief Guest 

cum Area MLA 09-Bar-
fung Constituency, TT 
Bhutia, Advisor State 
Medicinal Plant Board, 
Dichen Phigu Bhutia and 
Vice President CEC SKM 
Party and other dignitar-
ies present in the dais. 
The details of the total 
Allotment Orders dis-
bursed on 20 Oct, 2020 
are as follows:-

1) SGAY: 42 Nos.
2) SGAY (Sangha): 06 

Nos.
3) House Upgrada-

tion (alongwith 1st In-
stallment cheque of Rs. 
20,000/-):158 Nos.

4) GCI Sheets: 31 Nos.
The allotment orders 

for four GPUs namely 
44-Legship, 45-Kewzing 
Bakhim, 46-Barfung Jar-
rong & 47- Ralang Nam-
lung will be done on 21 
Oct, 2020 at the same 
venue.

Pregnant woman died 
due to clot in lung: CRH 

SUMMIT REPORT
Gangtok, 20 Oct:
Central Referral Hospital 
(CRH), Tadong, has said 
that the pregnant woman 
who died on 17 Oct at the 
hospital was due to a clot 
in the lungs.  In a press re-
lease, the hospital has said 
that post mortem exam-
ination conducted by the 
panel of experts including 
a Forensic Medicine Spe-
cialist from STNM Hospital, 
has revealed that the cause 
of death of the patient was 
Pulmonary Thrombo-Em-
bolism (blockage of blood 
supply due to clot in the 

lung). Pulmonary Throm-
bo-Embolism in pregnancy 
is a life-threatening compli-
cation and a leading cause 
of direct maternal mortali-
ty. This condition has been 
established as the cause 
of death in this case by the 
post-mortem examination. 
Hence, the patient could 
not be revived despite vig-
orous lifesaving resuscita-
tive measures by a panel 
of specialists at the ICU of 
CRH, the release clarifies.

“The management of 
SMU, SMIMS &amp; CRH 
offers heartfelt condolences 
to the bereaved family,” the 
release adds.

Two tier Cricket Club Tournament update

SUMMIT REPORT
Gangtok, 20 Oct:

In today’s match of the 
ongoing two tier Crick-

et Club Tournament, 
Royal North Brothers 
defeated Majhitar Sport-
ing Club, a press release 
informs.

Majhitar Sporting 
Club won the toss and 
chose to bat first. In the 
first innings, they were 
all-out for 56 runs in 
13.4 overs. The brilliant 

bowling by Royal North 
Brother destroyed the 
batting line-up of Ma-
jhitar Sporting Club and 
the highest scorer for 
the side was Kiran Dahal 
(10 runs). Robin Limboo 
and Kishan Karkitook 3 
wickets each, Solu Kumar 
Thakur took 2 wickets 
while Chandra Bahadur 
and Bikkie Kumar Thak-
ur took 1 wicket each. 57 
runs was the target given 
by Majhitar.

In the second innings, 
Royal North Brothers 
achieved the target in 
12.1 overs with the loss 
of 4 wickets. Karma Thin-
ley was the top scorer 
with 23 runs not-out off 
25 balls followed by Rob-
in Limboo who scored 15 
runs off 12 balls.

Robin Limboo was 
announced Man of The 
Match for his all-round 
performance of 23 runs 
and 3 wickets.

UCWSS peace prayers and COVID 
awareness prog gets underway

SUMMIT REPORT
Gangtok, 20 Oct: 

A four-day peace 
prayer and 

COVID-19 awareness 
programme by the Unit-
ed Christian Welfare 
Society of Sikkim got 
started with a special 
programme here at MG 
Marg on Tuesday. 

Upper Tadong MLA, 
GT Dhungel, was pres-
ent for inaugural ses-
sion as the chief guest 
today. 

After praying for 
the State, the Coun-
try and the world, the 
chief guest flagged off 
the programme and the 
prayer team moved to-
wards North District.

Earlier, UCWSS pres-
ident, Elder Patrus Gu-
rung, encouraged every-
one to come together to 
fight against COVID-19 
and strictly follow all 
safety measures and 
SOPs. 

He informed that the 

UCWSS team will visit 
towns and villages across 
the State with prayers 
and also provide masks 
and sanitizers to the peo-
ple. 

This initiative, he 
added, was also to pay 
homage to frontline war-
riors who have lost their 
lives while fighting the 
novel coronavirus.

The inaugural func-
tion was also addressed 
by UCWSS general secre-
tary, Peter Samsher.
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Media Should Invite More Criticism
There can, after all, be no 

improvement without analysis

The news media is introduced as the fourth estate, the 
fourth pillar holding up the shelter of democracy. 
Interestingly, while the other “estates” of democracy 

– the judiciary, the executive and the legislative – have a 
screening process to get where they do and are also oc-
casionally held accountable for their actions in a formal 
way in the public domain, the news media is an equal op-
portunity sector where anyone can get in and appears to 
work unfettered and is technically answerable to no one. 
In a perfect world, this is how things should be with “open 
access” graduating to meritocracy and excellence in this 
estate. The watchdog in a true democratic system should 
not be subservient to anyone or anything if it is to deliver 
on its responsibilities properly. It is, however, not a per-
fect world that we live in, so checks and balances are re-
quired at every level. One could argue that the readers are 
the best agency to rein in the media when the power of 
the pen goes to their head. And, in a way they are. No mat-
ter how sensational its content, a newspaper, news chan-
nel or any other vehicle of information loses credibility in 
the reader’s mind if it keeps reporting rumours for facts 
and highlighting trivialities as issues. Readers might turn 
to them for entertainment, but will take the information 
with a pinch of salt. And, with so many other modes of en-
tertainment available nowadays, even that USP becomes 
a liability very fast. So, yes, readership/ viewership (or 
followers if you are more SocialMedia inclined) is the one 
factor that fixes accountability on newspapers.

Obviously, sometimes, just this much is not enough. 
Readership is not respected to the extent it should be - 
neither in Sikkim nor in India as a whole. While simple 
numbers are enough to decide readership in Sikkim, at a 
national level it becomes slightly more complicated. The 
numbers game that media houses indulge in to inflate 
circulation is no secret and it is perhaps for this reason 
that an editorial post common in West is now being toyed 
by some newspapers in India too. The Hindu had start-
ed the ball rolling with the offer to appoint a Reader’s 
Editor, an Ombudsman of sorts. This was a brave deci-
sion as the Reader’s Editor, the in-house critic, is expect-
ed to be scathing in her/his analysis of the newspaper. 
That experiment has played out to mixed results, but is 
worth exploring on wider scale. A Reader’s/ Public  Ed-
itor does not only question and challenge the veracity of 
news-reports, but also pulls up the intents and vested in-
terests behind the highlighting, prominence and display 
of certain stories. That is not all, s/he is also allowed to 
question journalistic ethics of the newspaper and also air 
opinion when some stories are downplayed or dropped. 
S/he does all this not in internal memos, but in a space 
allotted in the newspaper. In the public domain. Read-
er’s Editors in the West have been known to be extreme-
ly sharp in their criticism. Their performance in India 
leaves a lot to be desired but is a necessary undertaking. 
It is also unlikely to happen with any significance because 
media criticism/ analysis is still a rare animal in media 
circles. Some online platforms are trying to correct this, 
but their reach is still limited.

The reason this is being shared here is to highlight the 
fact that there can be no improvement without criticism. 
And, there is no such thing as “positive criticism.” Criti-
cism is criticism, its positivity or negativity depends on 
the target of the criticism and how it is used. Newspaper 
reports are not the final word. Everyone knows that, and 
since there is still a lot of room for improvement as far as 
our conduct is concerned, we, in the media, should invite 
more responses. To begin with, there will be crude and 
poorly informed outbursts, but if we give it time, discus-
sions on newspapers in the public domain will soon be-
come more coherent and, yes, “constructive”. 

House plants were our link with nature in lockdown – now 
they could change how we relate to the natural world

GIULIA CARABELLI
theconversation.com

They’re not the first gen-
eration to keep house 

plants, but millennials seem 
to have earned a reputation 
for gratuitous indoor foli-
age. Bloomberg reporter 
Matthew Boyle claimed that 
young people have helped 
revive “the once moribund 
market for house plants” in 
the US, where, according to 
the National Gardening As-
sociation, sales surged 50% 
between 2016 and 2019. In 
the UK, the Royal Agricultur-
al Society reported a 65% in-
crease in house plant sales in 
2018 alone.

Why young people in 
particular might be so fond 
of house plants has invited 
numerous explanations. Life-
style reporter Casey Bond ar-
gued that house plants offer 
something to nurture that’s 
cheap and doesn’t involve a 
lot of maintenance, with ob-
vious appeal to a generation 
whose entry into parenthood 
is stymied by house pric-
es and economic instabili-
ty. Young people today are 
thought to be more conscious 
of mental health and self-care 
too, and plants have been 
proven to reduce stress levels 
and improve mood.

But the universal appeal 
of house plants, according 
to writer Alice Vincent, is 
that they provide “a tangible 
way of connecting with na-
ture that is absent from an 
increasingly screen-based 
world”. That could explain 
why their sales ballooned 
again during lockdown, and 

not just among younger cus-
tomers.

Anthropologist Gideon 
Lasco described the phe-
nomenon in his native Phil-
ippines as a “botanical boom” 
that seized Manila. Plants, 
far more mobile than locked 
down humans, were ordered 
online in record numbers 
and ferried to anxious house-
holds where they acquired 
names and were photo-
graphed alongside their new 
family. Patch, a British online 
plant store established in 
2015, reported a sales in-
crease of 500% during lock-
down, with stock intended 
to last 12 weeks vanishing in 
two.

Since June 2020, I’ve been 
talking to people around the 
world to better understand 
the role plants play in these 
times of forced isolation. My 
project, Care for Plants, start-
ed by collecting photographs 
and videos of people caring 
for their plants and asking 
them to explain what they 
meant to them. By interview-
ing some of these people, I 
learned how plants provide 
care for their human com-
panions too.

A POTTED HISTORY
Plants offered not only 

bonding, but recreational 
and educational oppor-
tunities to their human 
families during lockdown. 
Brian started growing to-
matoes with his children – 
part scientific experiment, 
part family pastime. Mai 
had to keep her toddler 
busy, and turned the chore 
of watering and re-potting 

her plants into a fun activ-
ity.

With her access to the 
outside world restricted, Ao-
ife found solace in nature, 
and would gently submerge 
her hand in the soil to de-
compress and heal after a 
long day. Likewise, Aveline 
described her experience 
with plants as one that 
“empties the mind so that 
I can stop being anxious”. 
Merima talked about her 
lawn as a “void filler” for her 
family. “In the lawn we can 
still talk about the future. 
What should we plant and 
do next and it’s a very pos-
itive experience.”

The pandemic tore away 
our shared sense of nor-
mality. Amid the rupture, 
caring for plants invited 
welcome new routines – 
watering, feeding, trimming 

and re-potting. Plants pro-
vided an escape from the 
anxieties of everyday life, 
offering beauty and proof 
that life could still flourish in 
the darkest times. Xin, who 
showed me her indoor jungle 
over a video call, told me that 
“more plants make a place 
feel luxurious. A sort of lock-
down luxury for those who 
can work from home and cre-
ate a nest”.

But one of the most inter-
esting aspects of my research 
was listening to stories about 
how people discovered a 
need to appreciate plants. 
Laura explained that she felt 
a new responsibility towards 
her plants because she more 
fully appreciated their com-
panionship. Lucia, whose 
vibrant social life had made 
her largely unavailable to 
her plants, was finally able to 

keep them alive and wanted 
to learn how to make them 
feel appreciated, as a way of 
acknowledging how they en-
riched her life in lockdown.

NEW SHOOTS
Conversations about care 

have multiplied during the 
pandemic. We clapped for 
carers and saw grassroots 
mutual aid networks emerge, 
providing care in our neigh-
bourhoods and often filling 
in for inadequate public pro-
vision.

But speaking with plant 
owners in lockdown, I un-
earthed new networks of 
care and solidarity between 
humans and other species. 
The gratitude that people felt 
for their floral companions 
challenged the view that na-
ture exists simply to be used 
by humans and made many 
see for the first time how 
non-human beings enrich 
our social world.

The stories I collected 
suggest we need a broader 
understanding of social re-
lationships and solidarity; 
one that appreciates the im-
portance of non-humans in 
everyday life. Many hope that 
the pandemic marks a turn-
ing point in the way humans 
interact with the rest of the 
natural world. Perhaps this 
watershed could be reached 
in our own homes, by recog-
nising that the non-humans 
we share our lives with are 
equal partners in building 
a more sustainable and just 
future.

[the writer is Lectur-
er in Sociology, Queen's 

University Belfast]

Donald Trump, Hugo Chávez: Using illness 
for political gain and to erode democracy

ISAAC NAHON-SERFATY
theconversation.com

An illness can be a grave moment 
for a political leader. It can be a 

time for discretion, or it can be a time 
for immense public exposure.
Winston Churchill, for example, pre-
ferred to keep his strokes secret in 
1949, when he was head of the oppo-
sition, and in 1953 as British prime 
minister.
Others go for a bombastic manipula-
tion of their ailments with the calcu-
lation of gaining momentum. With his 
COVID-19 infection, Donald Trump 
has chosen this option, as did the late 
president of Venezuela, Hugo Chávez, 
who died of cancer in 2012.

Both leaders represent two radi-
cal opposite ideologies. The conser-
vative Trump is on the right of the 
political spectrum, while Chávez was 
on the far left. But the reality is much 
more nuanced than that.

Trump and Chávez express in 
their speeches and actions what I’ve 
defined as “grotesque transparency” 
— an excess of public disclosure that 
is so disruptive, it ends up dissolving 
the truth.

In this era of “ocular politics,” 
a leader’s physical appearance can 
become a focus of public attention. 
When the leader is no longer a physi-
cal representation of fitness and pow-
er, we often see two opposite attitudes 
from the media and the public. Either 
they want to confirm leaders are fit 
enough to fulfil their obligations as 

head of the government, or they want 
to prove that they’re the “fallen hero” 
who could not continue to carry the 
burden of the executive office.

Trump, as Chávez did when he 
was diagnosed with cancer, reacted 
to his COVID-19 infection by speeding 
up his return to the public stage and 
exaggerating — in action and rhetoric 
— his “total cure.”

THE MANIPULATION OF MAGI-
CAL THINKING

Trump — again, just as Chávez did 
many times during his cancer ordeal 
— invoked supernatural interven-
tion, calling his COVID-19 infection 
“a blessing from God that I caught it. 
This was a blessing in disguise.” He 
had the opportunity to ostensibly 
prove the efficacy of an experimental 
drug, Regeneron, and proclaimed: “I 
want everybody to be given the same 
treatment as your president, because 
I feel great. I feel, like, perfect.”

The main difference between the 
Trump and Chávez cases is how each 
man presented himself physically 
to the public after their diagno-
ses.

Trump pushed for a quick 
release from the hospital, stag-
ing a heroic return to the White 
House. He climbed steps to the 
White House energetically, al-
though with some breathing dif-
ficulties, did a military salute 
and, some days after, greeted 
people gathered below from the 
balcony of the presidential resi-

dence (something reminiscent of 
leaders like Argentinian General 
Juan Domingo Perón, the fascist 
dictator Benito Mussolini, Adolf Hit-
ler and Chávez himself).

Chávez, on the other hand — par-
ticularly during the advanced stages 
of his cancer — presented himself as 
the suffering leader overcoming pain 
and frailty to plead to God for both 
a miraculous cure and victory in his 
last political battle — the presidential 
election of 2012.

But both leaders staged grotesque 
performances, using their diseases 
for political gain.

Trump transformed his COVID-19 
infection into a campaign gimmick, 
disregarding all public health consid-
erations and dismissing the serious-
ness of the pandemic.

Chávez used his cancer as an op-
portunity to compare himself to a 
suffering Christ carrying the cross, 
as well as assuming the role of the 
preacher during a Catholic Mass cel-
ebration.

Both leaders were careful to cre-
ate the impression of “transparency” 
by suggesting to their supporters that 
they were disclosing all the details of 
their ailments and how they were 
confronting them.

The grotesque aspect of these 
performances — the desecration of 
democratic and religious conventions 
— enhances among their followers 
the impression of authenticity that 
Trump and Chávez sought to create 

as part of their political branding.
THE BROADER DANGERS OF 

GROTESQUE TRANSPARENCY
Grotesque transparency affects 

people’s political decision-making 
and behaviour. These kinds of decep-
tive performances and speeches can 
be used as a prescription for radical-
ization, degradation of public civility, 
decline of democratic institutions 
and rituals, and even the justification 
of violence.

That’s why we should care about 
the use and abuse of this form of po-
litical communication in an era of su-
perficial debates on social networks, 
social polarization and a culture more 
focused on visual images — reducing 
everything to a beautiful or shocking 
image — than it is on detailed and 
substantive arguments.

Populist leaders who manipulate 
this mode of communication fuel the 
suspension of reason, inflame those 
who are blindly partisan and produce 
“mutilated and confused ideas,” as 
the Dutch 17th-century philosopher 
Baruch Spinoza once said. Spinoza 
wrote in his treatise Ethics about 
“mutilated” ideas that cannot be ar-
ticulated in a logical way, and are 
therefore “confused” because they 
tend to rely more on imagination 
than on reason — something both 
Trump and Chávez have used to their 
advantage.

[the writer is Associate 
Professor, L’Université d’Otta-

wa/University of Ottawa]
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238 new cases push Arunachal's 

COVID-19 tally to 13,643
Itanagar, Oct 20 (PTI): 
Arunachal Pradesh's 
COVID-19 caseload rose 
to 13,643 on Tuesday as 
238 more people, includ-
ing 10 Army jawans and 
four health personnel, 
tested positive for the 
infection, a senior health 
official said.

The Capital Complex 
region reported the high-
est number of new infec-
tions at 40, followed by 
Lohit (39) and East Siang 
(32), he said.

As many as 228 more 
people have been cured 
of the disease, State Sur-
veillance Officer, Dr Lob-
sang Jampa, said.

The recovery rate 
among the COVID-19 pa-
tients in the state stands 
at 79.01 per cent, he said.

The state now has 
2,833 active coronavi-
rus cases, while 10,780 
people have recovered 
from the disease and 
30 patients have suc-
cumbed to the infec-

tion so far, the official 
said.

The Capital Complex 
region -- comprising 
Itanagar, Naharlagun, 
Nirjuli and Banderdewa 
areas -- has the highest 
number of active cases at 
1,385, followed by West 
Siang (316) and East 
Siang (167), Jampa said.

The state has so far 
tested 2,96,135 samples 
for COVID-19, includ-
ing 2,941 on Monday, he 
added.

BJP Did Everything To "Divide And 
Rule" In Last 6 Years: Derek O'Brien

Kolkata, 20 Oct [PTI]: 
After BJP national presi-
dent Jagat Prakash Nadda 
accused the Mamata Ba-
nerjee government of 
"divide and rule" policy 
during his public address 
in Siliguri on Monday, 
Trinamool Congress 
(TMC) MP Derek O'Brien 
issued a public statement 
on Twitter saying the BJP 
did everything to "divide 
and rule" India in over six 
years of its rule.

"The irony is not lost 
when the President of 
the BJP talks about ''di-
vide and rule''. ''Divide 
and rule'' is a ploy learnt 
from the colonial past 
and played out deviously 
every day by your party. 
Over the last six years, 

your party had done 
everything it can to ''di-
vide and rule'' people of 
this great nation," Derek 
O''Brien said in a state-
ment, addressed to Mr 
Nadda.

He said his party did a 
fact check of Mr Nadda's 
latest public address in 
the state and found ''gap-
ing holes'' in it.

"Also, we did a #Fact-
Check of your speech 
today. Like your two oth-
er ''senior'' colleagues, 
there were gaping holes 
in it. But no- we will not 
defile this auspicious oc-
casion," he said calling 
the time of Durga Puja 
as the ''auspicious occa-
sion''.

The TMC MP said 

Durga Puja is special for 
people of West Bengal 
and is not the occasion 
for politics.

Earlier on Monday, 

Mr Nadda while address-
ing a meeting in Siliguri 
said, "The current TMC 
government in West 
Bengal has employed a 

policy of divide-and-rule 
and only Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi has the 
ability to take everyone 
and grow together."

1 killed in building collapse in Kolkata
Kolkata, Oct 20 (PTI): 
One person was killed 
after an old building 
collapsed in Ental-
ly area of Kolkata on 
Tuesday, police said.

The person was 
trapped under the 
debris of the two- 
storey dilapidated 
structure on Convent 

Road, a police officer 
said.

The building came 
crashing down in the 
morning hours, he 
said.

The person was de-
clared dead by a doc-
tor after being dug out 
from beneath the de-
bris, the officer said.

The identity of the 
person is yet to be known, 
he said, adding there are 
no reports of more peo-
ple being trapped under 
the debris.

The rubble is being 
cleared and disaster 
management personnel 
along with the police are 
at the spot. 27 new cases push Mizoram's 

COVID-19 tally to 2,280
Aizawl, Oct 20 (PTI): 
Mizoram's COVID-19 tal-
ly rose to 2,280 on Tues-
day as 27 more people, 
including a seven-year-
old boy, tested positive 
for the infection, a health 
official said.

Aizawl reported 20 
new cases, followed by 
two each in Lawngtlai 
and Serchhip, and one 

each in Champhai, Kola-
sib and Mamit districts, 
he said.

As many as 25 fresh 
infections, including 
20 in Aizawl, were 
locally transmitted, 
while two new patients 
had returned from As-
sam and Tripura, the 
official said.

The state now has 

129 active cases, while 
2,151 people have re-
covered from the dis-
ease so far, he said.

Mizoram has not re-
ported any coronavirus 
fatality till date.

The state has so far 
tested 97,664 samples 
for COVID- 19, includ-
ing 1,253 on Monday, 
he added.

5 poachers arrested, leopard 
skin seized in Odisha

Baripada, Oct 20 
(PTI): Five poachers 
were arrested in Odis-
ha's Mayurbhanj district 
on Tuesday and a leop-
ard skin was seized from 
their possession, a senior 
forest official said.

The arrest was made 
from Katasa village un-
der Rairangpur forest di-
vision in a special opera-
tion carried out by forest 
department officials.

Acting on a tip-
off, forest department 
personnel, posing as 
traders, contacted the 
poachers to strike a deal 
for purchase of wildlife 
items, said Arun Kumar 
Mishra, Divisional For-
est Officer (DFO), Rai-

rangpur.
The accused persons 

were caught in the pro-
cess and the leopard skin 
was recovered, he said, 
adding that the animal 
was killed around three 
months ago inside the Si-
milipal National Park.

The leopard skin is 
5 feet 6 inches long and 
4 feet 6 inches wide, the 
DFO said.

A case has been reg-
istered under the provi-
sions of the Wildlife Pro-
tection Act, he added.

Earlier on September 
3, another leopard skin 
had been seized from the 
same Katasa village and 
two persons arrested by 
forest personnel.

Slovakian forward Jakub 
Sylvestr signs for Chennaiyin FC
Chennai, Oct 20 (PTI): 
Two-time ISL champi-
ons Chennaiyin FC on 
Tuesday announced that 
Slovakian centre forward 
Jakub Sylvestr has joined 
on a free transfer for the 
2020-21 season.

The 31-year old for-
mer Slovakia interna-
tional joins CFC from the 
Israel top flight after the 
expiry of his contract at 
Hapoel Haifa FC, a press 
release from the club 
said.

Sylvestr, who is set to 
become the first player 
from Slovakia to feature 
in the ISL, said he was 
excited about signing for 
CFC.

"This is quite a new 
adventure for me new 
continent, new family, 
new way of life living 
in the bubble and play-
ing football. I am really 
looking forward to be-
ing with the team in Goa 
very soon. I will put my 
best foot forward to help 
the team succeed, he was 
quoted as saying in the 
release.

CFC head coach Csaba 
L szl said Sylvestr, who 
became the club's sev-
enth and final overseas 
player for the 2020-21 
campaign, would add the 
necessary attacking im-
petus to the team.

"Jakub (Sylvestr) will 

add necessary attacking 
impetus to our squad. 
He has been in good 
goalscoring form espe-
cially over the past few 
years, and I am certain he 
will carry that touch with 
him to India," he added.

A centre forward ca-
pable of playing across 
the line in the attacking 
third, Sylvestr began 
his professional career 
at Slovan Bratislava 
in his homeland, with 
whom he won the Slo-
vakian League and Cup 
titles. He then repeat-
ed the feat at his next 
club, which was Din-
amo Zagreb in Croatia, 
winning both the League 
and Cup.

Sylvestr then arrived 
in the German second 
division, joining Erzge-
birge Aue, where he fin-
ished the 2013-14 sea-
son as the league's top 

scorer with 15 goals.
That was followed by 

stints at FC Nuremberg 
and SC Paderborn in Ger-
many before a brief stay 
at Aalborg BK in Den-
mark.

Sylvestr then made a 
move to Israel and scored 
20 goals in 49 starts at 
four clubs, spread over 
two-and-a-half seasons. 
One of the clubs was Bnei 
Yahuda, with whom he 
won the 2018-19 Israel 
State Cup.

At the international 
stage, Sylvestr represent-
ed Slovakia at the youth 
level before making his 
senior debut in 2010 
against North Macedo-
nia in a UEFA Euro 2012 
qualifier. His last appear-
ance for Slovakia came in 
2014 against Malta, with 
former CFC forward An-
dre Schembri in the op-
position.

Two held for bomb threat to NDPS judge in Karnataka
Bengaluru, Oct 20 
(PTI): Two people from 
Tumakuru district in 
Karnataka have been tak-
en into custody in con-
nection with the bomb 
threat to a special judge 
hearing the drug case in-
volving celebrities in the 
state, police sources said 
on Tuesday.

"Two persons have 
been detained for ques-
tioning. They will be 
brought to Bengaluru," 
a top police officer told 
PTI on condition of ano-
nymity.

A family feud in Tip-
tur of Tumakuru district 
is suspected to be the 
reason behind the in-
cident, he said without 
divulging further infor-
mation.

An NDPS special 
judge hearing the drug 
racket case received a 
threat letter and a par-
cel with a detonator 
on Monday here, de-
manding grant of bail 
to two film actresses 
and those booked in 
the August 11 violence 
here.

The person who 
wrote the letter had 
warned that a blast 
would be triggered if the 
demands were not met.

Later, investigation 
revealed that there was 
no bomb inside but some 
wires which created an 
impression of a detona-
tor.

According to prelim-
inary inquiry, the letter 
was sent from Chelur in 
Tumakuru district, the 
sources said adding two 
people were taken into 
custody for questioning.

Two killed, one injured in 
elephant attack in Odisha

Baripada (Odisha), 
Oct 20 (PTI): Two 
women were trampled 
to death and a man was 
injured after a wild ele-
phant attacked them in 
Odisha's Mayurbhanj dis-
trict on Tuesday, having 
strayed from the herd, 
police said.

The tusker at-
tacked Subhadra Rana, 
a 62-year-old woman, 
when she was plucking 
flowers in from Polas-
mundali village, and 
killed her on the spot, 
they said.

The elephant then 
proceeded to nearby 
Tukpalasia village and 
attacked two more 
persons - Pramila Mo-
hanto, a 45 -year-old 
woman, and Indrajeet 
Mohanto, aged 32, 

Morada police station 
inspector in-charge Kuni 
Besra said.

Both were injured 
and taken to Baripada's 
PRM Medical College 
and Hospital where doc-
tors declared the woman 
brought dead, he said.

The injured man is 
undergoing treatment at 
the hospital, the officer 
said.

The police registered 
a case of unnatural death 
and sent the bodies for 
post-mortem, Besra said.

Rasgovindpur forest 
range officer Prashant 
Kumar Behera said the 
tusker has strayed away 
from Dalma wildlife 
sanctuary of Jharkhand 
and efforts are on to 
make the animal return 
to its habitat.

135 new cases take Tripura's COVID-19 tally to 29,688
Agartala, Oct 20 
(PTI): At least 135 more 
people tested positive 
for COVID-19 in Tripura 
on Tuesday, pushing the 
state's tally to 29,688, a 
health department offi-
cial said.

The state currently 
has 2,612 active corona-
virus cases, he said.

On Monday, 198 peo-
ple were discharged 
from G B Pant Hospital, 
the main referral facility 
in the state for COVID-19 
patients, taking the total 
number of recoveries to 
26,725, he said.

Twenty-three pa-

tients have migrated to 
other states, while 328 
people died of the dis-
ease so far, the official 
said.

West Tripura dis-
trict, of which state cap-
ital Agartala is a part, 

accounted for 174 of the 
328 COVID-19 fatalities, 
he said.

The northeastern 
state has conducted 
4,35,871 sample tests for 
COVID-19 so far, he add-
ed.

Buttler can win games likes 
ABD, Pollard: Steve Smith

Abu Dhabi, Oct 20 
(PTI): Jos Buttler is 
second to none when it 
comes to winning games 
at the back-end, said Ra-
jasthan Royals skipper 
Steve Smith, likening 
the English batsman to 
swashbucklers-par-ex-
cellence such as AB de 
Villiers and Kieron Pol-
lard.

After Royals spinners 
stifled Chennai Super 
Kings to stop them at 125 
for five, Buttler came up 
with an unbeaten 70-run 
knock off just 48 balls to 
lead his side to a com-
fortable seven-wicket 
IPL win on Monday night.

"He is second to none. 
We are lucky to have him. 
He has got so much ver-
satility in his batting," 
Smith said in the post-
match press conference.

Buttler is a top-or-
der batsman but Smith 
sent him at number five 
against CSK. The Austra-
lian said it was impera-
tive for "balance".

"It's an interesting 

one. Jos is unbelievable 
player at the top. He has 
the ability to do things 
that ABD and Pollards 
and (Hardik) Pandyas 
do. Those players win 
you games at back-end," 
Smith said.

"This conversation is 
difficult (to drop him in 
batting order) but it pro-
vides stability in the mid-
dle," he added.

Smith shared an un-
beaten 98-run stand for 
the fourth wicket with 
Buttler and was extreme-
ly pleased with the result.

"The wicket was not 
ideal. I was trying to form 
a partnership. Jos can 
score at a good rate. There 
was no need to take any 
risk, just form a partner-
ship, put the foot down 
and get the victory and 
two points in the end.

"He (Buttler) came out 
with positive mindset.... 
hit the ball nice and hard 
and made things easy for 
me at the other end."

The result means that 
Royals (8 points) are now 

competing with closest 
rival Kolkata Knight Rid-
ers (10 points) for a play-
offs place in the IPL.

"The last two games, 
we were in a position 
where we could have 
won the games. We have 
not won many games 
with decent margins, so 
tonight to get over the 
line with a bit to spare 
was pleasing

Talking about Sanju 
Samson, who is strug-
gling after a thunderous 
start this year, Smith 
backed the batsman.

The 25-year old had 
struck fiery half-cen-
turies in the first two 
matches but is struggling 
to even touch the dou-
ble-digit mark right now. 
He could not open his ac-
count against CSK.

"That's T20 cricket. 
It's pretty unlucky that 
he got strangled down 
the leg side. Message is 
to keep the faith, trust 
his ability. Hopefully he 
will come off nicely in the 
next games," Smith said.
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Arsène Wenger: 'A sense of anger, humiliation, 
hate … every defeat is still a scar on my heart'

DONALD MCRAE
London, 20 Oct [theGuardian]: Ar-
sène Wenger still believes he could milk 
a cow but, as he says with a smile: “I hav-
en’t tried for a long time. I might have lost 
the technique a little bit.” Wenger is one 
of the most humane and original thinkers 
in football and so it is not surprising that, 
moving beyond his “obsession”, we should 
spend 100 minutes talking about much 
more than the game that consumes him.

Whether describing how he learned 
to milk cows as a boy in the Alsace village 
of Duttlenheim, or reliving his first mem-
ory as a five-year-old watching his local 
football team while clutching a prayer 
book, Wenger stresses his life has been 
built on the pillars of hard work and faith. 
“It’s amazing that you make your life with 
the values from childhood. I think all the 
champions I have met have been the same. 
They had the root of their motivations in 
childhood.”

Having recently lost both his sister and 
brother in the space of six months, Wenger 
admits that writing his absorbing autobi-
ography became more sombre. “Maybe 
because you feel guilty as well,” he says at 
his home outside London.

Wenger, who managed Arsenal for 22 
years, shrugs ruefully. “When you have a 
passion you are selfish because the people 
who suffer the most are those around you. 
Unconsciously you always give an excuse 
because you think: ‘I will see them in one 
month.’ When you move out [of football], 
you think it’s a bit frightening how selfish 
and one-directional you were.”

Twenty-four years ago, in October 
1996, Wenger’s immersion in Arsenal be-
gan as he became the club’s unknown new 
manager. He was only the fourth foreign 
manager to have worked in the English 
top flight – and the first three had been 
unsuccessful. Of course Wenger, who went 
on to win three Premier League titles and 
seven FA Cups, had a seismic influence on 
English football. But it is often forgotten 
how he suffered soon after his arrival.

He writes that “the pure hostility, lies, 
vile allegations … started with a radio host, 
a Spurs supporter, so I have been told. I 
had apparently been spotted in disreputa-
ble locations, in preposterous situations.”

The baseless rumours intensified. 
Wenger was living alone in a London ho-
tel as Annie, his future wife, had yet to join 
him. He recalls that, over breakfast, people 
looked at him suspiciously or turned away. 
“It was intolerable. I wondered whether 
the world had gone mad, how such lies 
could be written without any evidence or 
truth, just to smear a man. I was very an-
gry.”

Wenger sounds sanguine now. “I was 
quite surprised by the violence of these 
allegations because I didn’t know where 
they came from and why. But then I 
thought: ‘Why am I doing this job? Let’s fo-
cus on that.’ I was 47 years old and I knew 
who I was and what I wanted in life so it 
didn’t depress me too much. I had been in 
Monaco for seven years and in Japan two 
years before I arrived here. I knew that, 
in different countries, you sometimes face 
adversity.”

Did it shake his affection for England? 

“No. I love England, because it’s a country 
of passion, emotion, of sport and music, 
and it’s brave. But this is also a country 
where you have media competition and 
sometimes it’s out of control.”

For Wenger the nadir occurred when 
Annie’s 12-year-old son was hounded by 
tabloid reporters. “That was not very fair, 
no,” he says quietly.

He held an impromptu press confer-
ence outside Highbury and the way he 
spoke was so convincing that the lies sud-
denly stopped. “But it left something in 
crowds that were vicious,” he recalls. Years 
later vitriolic supporters still resorted to 
chants calling him a paedophile.

Wenger “knitted myself a soul in red 
and white” as he showed an unbreakable 
loyalty to Arsenal. But, as happens so of-
ten with great managers, he lingers over 
the defeats. As a young manager at Nancy, 
Wenger was stricken by a loss just before 
the Christmas break. He was so desolate – 
“like a zombie” – he spent Christmas and 
the next three weeks alone.

He believes “that dark place” was 
“where I learnt patience, endurance and 
rigour”. But as he later tells me and an on-
line audience at a Guardian Live Event: “I 
had problems in coping with defeat. I did 
throw up sometimes and it took me time 
to recover from a defeat. I wondered if I 
am made for this job because when you 
suffer so much physically you will not sur-
vive. But I had always a quick recovery. I 
am an optimist, basically. I thought: ‘Let’s 
go to the next one.’”

Was he ever physically sick after an Ar-
senal defeat? “I was more mentally sick. I 
made 1,235 games for Arsenal and didn’t 
miss one. I can’t remember when I stayed 
in bed to miss training in 22 years. But, 
after defeat, you never sleep. You have an 
internal film that goes through your mind. 
It’s a sense of anger, humiliation, hate. The 
next day you have to put that into perspec-
tive but every defeat is still a scar on my 
heart.”

In 2003-04, when his Invincibles did 
not lose a league match the whole season, 
he had “no fear of anything. Just go to a 
game and play – and you will win. I wanted 
to play the perfect season. Usually when 
you win the Premiership, two or three 
games later you suffer a loss. I told the 
players: ‘You can become immortal if you 
continue to focus.’ That’s what happened.”

The inevitable end to the record un-
beaten run came in the fateful 50th match, 
in a controversial defeat against Manches-
ter United at Old Trafford. “You felt a sense 
of injustice because we did not deserve to 
lose this game,” Wenger says. “Rooney got 
a soft penalty and, in the first 20 minutes, 
Ljungberg was clear through and Rio Fer-
dinand should have been sent off. With 
VAR today he would have gone. What was 
bad is we climbed Everest and fell to earth 
again. Now you tell the players we have to 
climb up again. That’s difficult.”

Wenger was haunted most by the 
Champions League – and especially the 
2006 final when, reduced early on to 10 
men, they led 1-0 until the 79th minute 
when they conceded two late goals to Bar-
celona. “We had beaten Real Madrid with 
Ronaldo, Figo, Zidane and Raúl and we did 

not concede a goal in the whole knockout 
stage. We beat Juventus who had Viei-
ra, Ibrahimovic, Trezeguet. It was hugely 
frustrating. We twice had chances to score 
the second goal and if we’d played with 11 
against 11, we would definitely have won 
the European Cup.”

More happily, he has not forgotten the 
sweetest victories. “With a young team we 
won against Madrid with a fantastic goal 
from Thierry Henry, and when we won 
in Milan they were European champions. 
Their crowd stood up and applauded us. 
Those are moments where you play the 
game like you want it to be played – as 
when we won 5-1 at Inter [in 2003]. But 
you remember the defeats more.”

Wenger suggests he achieved even 
more when he kept Arsenal in the Cham-
pions League every year after they left 
Highbury with a huge stadium debt. “Our 
wages could not exceed 50% of the turn-
over so we had financial fair play imposed 
by our banks. Manchester City or Chelsea 
did not have to observe any financial fair 
play. We lost players to Barcelona, City and 
Chelsea but we were still only one of two 
teams who qualified 19 consecutive years 
for the Champions League. Overall, we 
were remarkably consistent and twice we 
could have won the Premier League but 
we lacked maturity.”

The end in May 2018, after years of 
discord and cries of Wenger out, was 
harsh. His hurt sounds raw: “The hostility 
of a section of the fans and the board was 
unjustified. I felt as if I’d built the training 
centre and the stadium myself brick by 
brick … it was very hard, very brutal. Ar-
senal was a matter of life and death to me, 
and without it there were some very lone-
ly, very painful moments.”

Does it still feel like life and death? 
“Yes, it was my approach to the job. When 
you drive home after a defeat, and you 
think about the number of people who are 
destroyed, you have a sense of responsibil-
ity, of guilt. I believe there is no other way 
for a manager than to identify completely 
with the club, and to behave like he owns 
it.”

Wenger is too discreet to reveal who 
on the board was hostile to him but his 
exasperation is obvious: “What I turned 
down to stay at Arsenal. Real Madrid …”

Wenger has already confirmed he re-
jected managerial offers from PSG and 

even Manchester United. “Juventus too 
and France and England two or three 
times. I don’t complain about that. I guid-
ed the club through a very sensitive period 
and it’s now in a strong position.”

In laying off 55 staff during the current 
crisis Arsenal also shut down their scout-
ing department which had done so much 
groundbreaking work for Wenger and 
Mikel Arteta’s squad. Their two marquee 
signings in the recent transfer window, 
Thomas Partey and Gabriel Magalhães, 
had been tracked by the chief scout Fran-
cis Cagigao for years. Does this change 
concern Wenger?

“Yes, because Cagigao did outstanding 
work. I was amazed but what is the real 
reason? Certainly it was not financial be-
cause we spent a lot of money after that. I 
don’t know if you put the wages together 
of these 55 people that you can buy a play-
er with it.”

It often looked as if Stan Kroenke, Ar-
senal’s elusive American owner, allowed 
Wenger to absorb intense criticism while 
he remained in the shadows. Are Kroenke 
and his son, Josh, becoming more involved 
in the club? “Yes. But I defended every-
body, took the criticism. Then, of course, 
when I left the criticism went more to 
them. They responded by being more pro-
active because in the last two years they 
invested a lot of money.”

What does he make of Mesut Özil’s sit-
uation? “For me, Özil not playing is a waste 
because he is top class. He went through 
some difficult periods and I don’t know 
what has happened between him and Ar-
teta. Özil is professional. I heard he trains 
well. He has to keep going because he has 
the quality to help our club win important 
games.”

It has been too painful for Wenger 
to return to Arsenal. But, beyond the 
Covid-19 crisis, is he any closer to going 
back to the Emirates Stadium as a specta-
tor? “I can go back but I have no real con-
nection any more with the club. So I real-
ly don’t know. But I support the club and 
watch the games. I suffer when we don’t 
win and I’m happy when we win.”

Wenger sounds relaxed. Apart from his 
work at Fifa, where he was appointed as 
head of global development last year, he 
still plays football and has moved from his 
old position in midfield to central defence. 
“I play charity games every few months. 

My next game is in November. At my age 
it takes time to recover. But I usually have 
Laurent Blanc on my left and Christian 
Karembeu on my right. So I get away with 
it.”

Do they win most matches? Wenger 
smiles. “We only win.”

After our interview, and while we wait 
for the live event to start, Wenger says 
that two Sundays ago he saw a quartet 
of matches as Arsenal’s defeat of Shef-
field United was followed by the surprise 
of West Ham beating Leicester 3-0, Man-
chester United being hammered 6-1 by 
Spurs and Liverpool shipping seven goals 
against Villa. “I watched them all,” he says 
while admitting that, apart from the miss-
ing crowds, he has no explanation for the 
strange results.

Wenger is more emphatic about VAR. 
“I am 100% in favour because I conceded 
goals when the goalscorer was five metres 
offside. People forget that. In the Premier 
League, the right decisions went from 
84% to 95% last year with VAR, 11%. That 
is 10,000 decisions because referees make 
about 100,000 decisions a season. It’s not 
perfect. If a striker is offside because he 
has his nose in front, that’s a bit ridicu-
lous.”

He is just as engaged when he and I 
talk online before he takes questions from 
the audience. Matthew Greenfield asks: 
“Arsène, being such a wise man, do you 
feel your skills were wasted on football? 
Could you have been a politician?”

Wenger laughs. “I don’t think so. I don’t 
feel especially wise. I was just passionate 
and I tried to master my passion. My de-
mons were inside me and how I behaved 
was not necessarily how I felt inside. I was 
made for competition. But I would say 
football has a responsibility in the world 
today. The time when we think football 
and politics are two separate departments 
is over.”

Before reading Paul Newsom’s ques-
tion I explain to the audience that Wenger 
never liked broccoli – despite the cliche 
that he force-fed it to his players. “Is there 
any British cuisine that you became par-
ticularly fond of while living here?” New-
som asks before offering suggestions of 
curry sauce and chips, Yorkshire pudding 
and Quavers.

“I was never a fan of broccoli,” Wenger 
exclaims, “but I love Yorkshire pudding. 
The quality of food in England has im-
proved in the last 10 years tremendously.”

The small boy who once milked cows 
and carried a prayer book to football 
matches is 70 years old now. He listens 
carefully to an anonymous question. “How 
did you cope emotionally after leaving Ar-
senal? And what advice would you give 
to someone having upheaval in his or her 
life?”

Wenger looks up and says, as thought-
ful as ever: “Well, I tried always to struc-
ture my day, to keep disciplined and in 
touch with people, to try to improve my 
knowledge of the game, to understand 
society. I tried to become a better person. 
I had the frustration I could not get my 
football drug. So that was difficult. But, 
you know, time is a good doctor. It heals 
the pain.”

Eoin Morgan warns of mental health 
withdrawals from England's bubble life

ALI MARTIN
London, 20 Oct 
[theGuardian]: Eoin 
Morgan believes the 
strain of bubble life will 
see England players be-
gin to withdraw from 
tours on mental-health 
grounds and insists any 
such decisions will need 
to be accepted without 
prejudice.

Morgan is one of 
10 England players to 
bounce from a con-
densed home summer 
behind closed doors to 
the current Indian Pre-
mier League and faces 
less than a fortnight at 
home before a white-
ball tour of South Africa 
departs on 17 Novem-
ber. The six-match trip, 
which is expected to be 
approved this week, will 
see the squad confined 
to just the team hotel 
in Cape Town and the 
grounds at Newlands and 
Paarl, meaning little es-
cape from the pressures 

of performance.
With no end in sight 

for such restrictions and 
a backlog of internation-
al fixtures to make up, 
England’s one-day cap-
tain is keen to create an 
environment where play-
ers feel able to flag up 
concerns and even sit out 
a series if required.

Speaking at an on-
line event for the cricket 
charity Chance to Shine, 
Morgan said: “We’ve spo-
ken about this [issue] as 
a team and we’ve accept-
ed that guys will come 
in and out of the bubble 
if they feel it is affecting 
their mental health. I do 
think we will see people 
pull out of tours. That is 

just going to be the reali-
ty of things. I don’t think 
people should look down 
on it and they shouldn’t 
feel like people aren’t do-
ing their job or not com-
mitting to their country.

“You can drill a player 
mentally and physically 
and it can cause extreme 
burnout, which no one 
wants to see. That is a 
reactive way of dealing 
with things and we want 
to be at the forefront of 
making it acceptable for 
people to say: ‘I need to 
spend time with my fam-
ily now and I’m taking 
this tour off,’ just because 
of the extraordinary cir-
cumstances.”

Despite forecasting 

withdrawals down the 
line, Morgan appears up-
beat about the looming 
tour and, with it worth 
an estimated £3.2m to 
Cricket South Africa in 
revenues, has stressed 
the need for countries 
to help each other out. 
Morgan added: “There is 
a huge amount of respon-
sibility not only to get 
just your home country’s 
fixtures under way but to 
facilitate other countries 
around the world and do 
what we can to try to get 
cricket back on.

“Not only does it 
mean a huge amount to 
people in lockdown in 
their own countries – in 
this case South Africa – 
but also for Cricket South 
Africa financially. I know 
the worry we had about 
potentially not bowling 
a ball all summer and the 
detrimental impact on 
grassroots cricket, so if 
the tour goes ahead we 
would love to be there.”

Harry Maguire and Mason Greenwood 
absent as Manchester United face PSG

DAVID HYTNER
London, 20 Oct 
[theGuardian]: Man-
chester United face the 
daunting task of keeping 
out Paris Saint-Germain 
without their captain on 
Tuesday after leaving the 
injured Harry Maguire at 
home.

Bruno Fernandes will 
instead wear the arm-
band in the Champions 
League opener because 
of Maguire’s minor in-
jury. The usual captain 
is one of a clutch of ab-
sentees for the trip to 
Paris including Mason 
Greenwood, Eric Bailly, 
Edinson Cavani and Jesse 
Lingard.

Greenwood was an 
unexpected withdrawal 
from Saturday’s Premier 
League win at Newcastle 
and there was mystery 
over the nature of the 
19-year-old’s injury, with 
Ole Gunnar Solskjær re-
fusing to provide any de-
tail on it.

“That’s between, err 
… I can’t declare medi-
cal stuff, can I?” Solskjær 
said. “We hope it’s just a 
niggle and, as young as he 
is, we don’t want to take 
any chances with him so 
hopefully at the weekend 
he’ll be fine again.”

Solskjær denied that 
Greenwood’s absence 
was for disciplinary rea-
sons.

Fernandes, who will 
captain United for the 
first time, has scored 15 
goals and made 11 assists 
in 27 appearances since 
joining from Sporting 
Lisbon for a basic €55m 
(£46.5m) plus €25m in 
add-ons in January.

“I think I am play-

ing well in the last few 
months but you always 
have to improve and I can 
do much better than I did 
before,” Fernandes said. 
“I know my numbers are 
good but I am sure I will 
do better numbers and 
better games.”

Solskjær announced 
that Fernandes would 
be the captain at his pre-
match press conference 
at which the pair sat 
together. The news ap-
peared to take the Portu-
guese by surprise.

“I was not expecting 
this, I know the [same] 
time as you,” he said, via 
a wobbly video confer-
ence feed. “It’s an hon-
our. But everyone is the 

captain, everyone needs 
to help and be a leader in 
their own way.”

With no Maguire or 
Bailly, Solskjær will rely 
upon a makeshift cen-
tral defence against the 
might of Neymar and Ky-
lian Mbappé as he looks 
for another shock result 
in Paris. Two seasons 
ago, when in caretaker 
charge, his team beat 
PSG 3-1 to advance to the 
Champions League quar-
ter-finals.

“That’s history for us, 
it’s in the past,” Solskjær 
said. “Great history, great 
game, but it has no im-
pact whatsoever. We’re 
a different team, they’re 
a different team and it’s 
a different stage of the 
competition. And with-
out fans, it’s going to be a 
different game. In the last 
game when we got the 
first goal early on, that 
impacted the ground. 
This is a completely new 
situation.”
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Argentina passes 1 million cases as virus hits Latin America
USHUAIA, Argentina 
(AP) — At the edge of Ar-
gentina in a city known as 
“The End of the World,” 
many thought they might 
be spared from the worst 
of the coronavirus pan-
demic.
Sitting far from the 
South American nation’s 
bustling capital, health 
workers in Ushuaia were 
initially able to contain 
a small outbreak among 
foreigners hoping to 
catch boats to the Ant-
arctic at the start of the 
crisis.

But as Argentina 
passed 1 million virus 
cases Monday, it is now 
smaller cities like Ush-
uaia that are seeing some 
of the most notable up-
ticks. Doctors have had 
to quadruple the num-
ber of beds for COVID-19 
patients over the last 
month. At least 60% of 
those tested recently are 
coming back positive for 
the virus.

“We were the exam-
ple of the country,” said 
Dr. Carlos Guglielmi, di-
rector of the Ushuaia 
Regional Hospital. “Evi-
dently someone arrived 
with the coronavirus.”

Across Latin America, 
three other nations are 
expected to reach the 1 
million case milestone in 
the coming weeks — Co-
lombia, Mexico and Peru. 
The grim mark comes as 
Latin America contin-
ues to register some of 
the world’s highest daily 

case counts. And though 
some nations have seen 
important declines, over-
all there has been little 
relief, with cases drop-
ping in one municipality 
only to escalate in anoth-
er.

The trajectory is 
showing that the pan-
demic is likely to leave no 
corner of Latin America 
unscathed.

“The second wave 
is arriving without ever 
having finished the 
first,” said Dr. Luis Jorge 
Hernández, a public 
health professor at the 
University of the Andes 
in Colombia.

Argentina has seen 
cases spiral despite insti-
tuting one of the world’s 
longest lockdowns. 
Colombia’s major cit-
ies have seen a dip, but 
smaller areas like the 
department of Caldas in 
the coffee region are only 
now reaching a peak. 
Peru’s overall numbers 
have dropped, but offi-
cials recently reported 
12 regions are spiking 
back up. Mexico, like-
wise, has seen a rise in a 
quarter of all states over 
the last week.

The result is that 
rather than a second vi-
rus wave like that being 
seen in Europe, epide-
miologists anticipate 
a more sustained, pla-
teau-like trend.

“Our countries are 
still getting out of the 
first wave,” said Dr. Mar-

cos Espinal, director of 
the Pan American Health 
Organization’s Depart-
ment of Communicable 
Diseases. “A great part of 
the population remains 
exposed and community 
transmission continues.”

The virus’ cruel path 
through Latin America is 
a consequence of weak 
public health systems, 
social factors like pover-
ty and poor government 
decisions early on that 
resulted in flawed or 
limited testing and little 
contact tracing. Today 
the region is home to half 
the 10 countries with 
the highest total cases 
around the globe.

Argentina initially 
registered low virus case 
numbers but now has 
one of the highest rates 
of new daily infections 
per capita, according 
to Our World in Data, a 

non-profit online scien-
tific publication based at 
the University of Oxford. 
It is on par with several 
European countries that 
are experiencing a resur-
gence of the virus.

Dr. Adolfo Rubin-
stein, a former Argen-
tine health minister, said 
the nation depended too 
heavily on lockdowns 
as its primary means of 
controlling the virus, fail-
ing to purchase enough 
tests in the initial months 
of the pandemic.

Where the virus is ap-
pearing is also shifting. 
Initially, up to 90% of the 
confirmed cases were 
in metropolitan Buenos 
Aires. Today, 65% of Ar-
gentina’s cases are in its 
provinces and even far-
away places like Ushuaia, 
authorities said.

“Now it is every-
where in the country,” 

Rubinstein said.
Dr. Carissa F. Etienne, 

director of the Ameri-
cas branch of the World 
Health Organization, 
warned recently that the 
coronavirus is appearing 
in places that were previ-
ously not affected, with 
high numbers popping 
up in regions like the 
English-speaking Carib-
bean.

“In many countries, 
the pandemic has also 
moved to less populated 
areas,” she said.

That can be seen not 
just in Argentina but in 
Colombia as well. The 
city of Manizales in a re-
gion known for its cof-
fee farms now registers 
440.98 cases per 100,000 
residents, far higher than 
the nationwide average 
of 284.09 per 100,000, 
according to the Ministry 
of Health. Officials say 

the slower rise in cases 
allowed them to expand 
ICU capacity.

“Here we didn’t have 
a peak like in Europe,” 
Hernández said. “We had 
a plateau.”

Throughout the re-
gion, testing remains a 
hurdle. In Peru, officials 
have relied heavily on 
antibody tests to identify 
cases — even though the 
tests are not designed 
to make a diagnosis be-
cause they can only de-
tect proteins that devel-
op a week or more after 
infection. Argentina’s 
testing is still far below 
that of neighboring coun-
tries; on Sunday, just 
13,890 were tested, com-
pared to 31,988 the same 
day in Colombia.

The high percentage 
coming back positive 
in Argentina suggests 
the country is still likely 
missing vast numbers of 
infections.

Brazil reached 1 mil-
lion cases in June and 
now is up to 5.2 million 
for the pandemic.

“These are huge un-
dercounts of what is re-
ally going on in terms of 
numbers,” said Felicia 
Knaul, director of the 
Institute for Advanced 
Study of the Americas at 
the University of Miami. 
“We need more consis-
tent mask use — but we 
have to couple that with 
testing and tracing — or 
else the numbers are go-
ing to rise tremendously.”

In Ushuaia, officials 
believe truckers carrying 
in produce from the Bue-
nos AIres region may be 
responsible for the rise 
in cases since mid-Sep-
tember. The city famous 
as a departure point for 
cruises to the Antarctic 
had been a model for 
the nation. Closed off air 
travel and a halt on tour-
ism left it virus free for 
months.

But that false sense 
of comfort may have led 
people to relax on basic 
pandemic norms like 
hand washing and social 
distancing. The Tierra del 
Fuego province, which 
has a population of about 
150,000, now has over 
8,000 confirmed cases.

In Ushuaia, anxious 
residents line up in their 
cars for drive-thru test-
ing. A sports center that 
had been empty is now 
set up to take care of pa-
tients. One month ago, 
the regional hospital 
was treating just seven 
COVID-19 patients; now 
it has 28, occupying all 
of its bed set aside for 
adults with the illness.

“The failure in Argenti-
na was the low amount of 
testing,” Guglielmi said.

José Bongiovanni, a 
lawyer in Ushuaia, said 
a worry that seemed dis-
tant now feels close.

“Living at the end 
of the world was never 
easy,” he said. “It’s a lot 
less easy in a moment 
like this.”

From ‘role models’ to sex workers: Kenya’s child labor rises
NAIROBI, Kenya (AP): 
The teenage girls cannot 
remember how many 
men they have had to 
sleep with in the seven 
months since COVID-19 
closed their schools, or 
how many of those men 
used protection.
Painfully, they recall 
times when they were 
sexually assaulted and 
then beaten up when 
they asked to be paid -- 
as little as $1 -- to help 
feed their families as jobs 
evaporated during the 
pandemic.

From their rented 
room in Kenya’s capital, 
the girls say the risk of 
getting infected with the 
coronavirus or HIV does 
not weigh heavily on 
them in a time when sur-
vival is paramount.

“If you get $5 in these 
streets, that is gold,” says 
a 16-year-old, seated on 
the small bed she shares 
with the 17-year-old and 
18-year-old she calls her 
“best friends forever.” 
They split the $20 rent 
in a building where every 
room is home to fellow 
sex workers.

According to UNICEF, 

the U.N. children’s agen-
cy, recent gains in the 
fight against child labor 
are at risk because of 
the pandemic. The world 
could see the first rise in 
the number of working 
children since 2000. The 
U.N. warns that millions 
of children may be forced 
into exploitative and haz-
ardous jobs, and school 
closures exacerbate the 
problem.

Mary Mugure, a 
former sex worker, 
launched Night Nurse 
to rescue girls who fol-
lowed her path. She says 
since schools in Kenya 
closed in March, up to 
1,000 schoolgirls have 
become sex workers in 
the three Nairobi neigh-
borhoods she monitors. 
Most are trying to help 
their parents with house-
hold bills.

The youngest, Mu-
gure says, is 11.

Each of the three 
girls sharing a room was 
raised with several sib-
lings by a single mother. 
They saw their mothers’ 
sources of income vanish 
when Kenya’s govern-
ment clamped down to 

prevent the spread of the 
virus.

Two of their moth-
ers had been washing 
clothes for people who 
lived near their low-in-
come neighborhood of 
Dandora. But as soon as 
the first local virus case 
was confirmed, nobody 
wanted them in their 
homes, the girls say. The 
third mother was selling 
potatoes by the roadside, 
a business that collapsed 
because of a new curfew.

As eldest children, the 
girls say they took it upon 
themselves to help their 
mothers feed their families.

The girls had been 
spending their free time 
as part of a popular dance 
group, and they were paid 
for gigs. But when public 
gatherings were restricted, 
that income ended.

“Now I can get my 
mom ($1.84) every day 
and that helps her to feed 
the others,” one of the 
girls says.

Elsewhere in Nairobi, 
single mother Florence 
Mumbua and her three 
children -- ages 7, 10 
and 12 -- crack rocks at a 
quarry in the sweltering 

heat.
The work is back-

breaking and hazard-
ous, but the 34-year-old 
Mumbua says she was 
left without a choice after 
she lost her cleaning job 
at a private school when 
pandemic restrictions 
were imposed.

“I have to work with 
(the children) because 
they need to eat and yet 
I make little money,” she 
says. “When we work 
as a team, we can make 
enough money for our 
lunch, breakfast and din-
ner.”

In Dandora, 15-year-
old Dominic Munyoki 
and 17-year-old Mo-
hamed Nassur rummage 
through Kenya’s largest 
landfill, scavenging for 
scrap metal to sell.

Munyoki’s moth-
er, Martha Waringa, a 
35-year-old single parent 
who also scavenges, says 
her son’s wages will help 
pay his seven siblings’ 
school fees when classes 
resume.

Similarly, Nassur’s 
mother, 45-year-old Ann 
Mungai, doesn’t see any-
thing wrong with her son 

helping with the family’s 
daily needs.

“When he started 
working, I realized that it is 
helpful as he does not sit idle 
at home or play video games 
that are not beneficial to 
him,” she says. “But when he 
goes to work, he earns mon-
ey that helps us. He also buys 
clothes such as shirts and 
shoes for himself.”

Phillista Onyan-
go, who leads the Ken-
ya-based African Net-
work for the Protection 
and Prevention of Child 
Abuse and Neglect, says 
with schools closed, 
parents in low-income 
neighborhoods prefer to 
have children work in-
stead of staying home, 
where they can slide into 
drug abuse and crime.

Onyango says enforce-
ment of child labor laws 
has been lax. Kenya’s em-
ployment act defines a 
child as someone under 
18. It allows employment 
of children 13 to 16 for 
part-time and “light work 
duties.” Those who are 16 
to 18 can work in industry 
and construction, though 
not at night.

According to a U.S. 

Department of Labor 
report last year, Kenya 
has made “moderate ad-
vancement” in eliminat-
ing the worst forms of 
child labor, such as sexu-
al exploitation, but there 
is still work to be done.

Kenya had 85 labor 
inspectors, probably too 
few to police a workforce 
of more than 19 million 
workers, the report says.

Kenya has started eas-
ing restrictions on move-
ment and public gather-
ings due to the country’s 
relatively low number 
of confirmed COVID-19 
cases, and plans a phased 
reopening of schools this 
month. But Onyango says 
many children who start-
ed working when schools 
closed will not return.

Sub-Saharan Africa 
already had the world’s 

highest rates of children 
out of school. Nearly a 
fifth of children between 6 
and 11 -- and more than a 
third of youth between 12 
and 14 -- do not attend, ac-
cording to UNICEF.

The 16-year-old sex 
worker and her two 
friends say they hope they 
won’t be doing this for 
the rest of their lives, but 
they think their chances 
of returning to class are 
remote.

“Where we come 
from, we were some 
sort of role models,” the 
16-year-old says. “Our 
neighborhood, if you 
get to 16 without get-
ting pregnant and still 
in school, then you have 
made it. Having avoided 
pregnancies, we were 
this close to graduating 
from high school and 

Taiwan, 
China trade 
accusations 
after staffers 
fight in Fiji
Taipei (Taiwan), Oct 
20 (AP): China and Tai-
wan traded accusations 
Monday over a violent al-
tercation that broke out 
between Chinese diplo-
mats and Taiwan gov-
ernment employees at a 
recent Taiwan National 
Day reception in Fiji.

Both China and Tai-
wan confirmed the Oct. 
8 incident but each dis-
puted the other's claim 
of what precipitated the 
fight, which resulted in 
one Taiwanese staffer 
being sent to a hospital 
with a head injury. One 
of the Chinese diplomats 
also was injured.

The confrontation, 
an extreme example of 
the tensions between 
the rival governments, 
erupted when Taiwanese 
at the gathering tried to 
stop Chinese diplomats 
from taking photos of 
guests at the reception 
marking Taiwan's na-
tional day and disrupting 
the event, according to a 
statement from Taiwan's 
Foreign Ministry.

We strongly condemn 
the violence against our 
diplomat in Fiji by Chi-
na's uncivilized 'wolf 
warriors," Taiwan's For-
eign Minister Joseph Wu 
said Twitter late on Mon-
day.

As a sovereign state, 
we'll continue celebrat-
ing #TaiwanNationalDay 
everywhere, every year. 
Taiwan is a force for good 
in the world & we won't 
be intimidated.

The ministry said Tai-
wan had made a formal 
protest to the Fiji govern-
ment.

China's embassy in 
Fiji said in a statement 
released Monday that 
Taiwan's account was in-
consistent with the facts." 
It said one of its staff also 
was injured.

On that very evening, 
the staff of the Taipei 
Trade Office in Fiji acted 
provocatively against the 
Chinese Embassy staff 
who were carrying out 
their official duties in the 
public area outside the 
function venue, causing 
injuries and damage to 
one Chinese diplomat, 
the statement said.
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AUBREY'S ANIMALS! Actress Aubrey Plaza took her dogs for a 
walk in Los Angeles.
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ARIES:
Discovering your hidden potential is a big theme for you right 
now, and you are realising all the ways in which you are infinite. 
Let go of the old stories, Aries. Break up with the lies you have 
been telling yourself. If the cosmic cues are anything to go by, you 
will find that you are able to manifest the kind of opportunities 
that will take you places. What's more, you'll find that you're able to 
use your wit and charm to your advantage too. Working with, rath-
er than against people will prove to be the secret to your success.
TAURUS:
Taurus, the cards are urging you to explore the mind, body and 
soul connection. The manifestation of what you are experi-
encing may be on a physical level, but its roots lie in your sub-
conscious. For instance, pain in the sacrum area could indicate 
financial fears or the inability to move forward. By that logic, 
accepting your path and letting go of the fear of change will help 
you deal with the trauma on a soul level. It all comes down to 
reprogramming yourself. 
GEMINI:
That glow on your face reveals you're accepting the things you cannot 
change and changing the things that have dominion over. It's a wonder-
ful time to be you, Gemini. Tuesday sees you exploring that mind, body, 
and soul connection too. You're looking at food from a holistic space and 
adopting the things that facilitate healing on a mind, body, and soul level. 
Consider delving into the world of herbs and spices to up the nutrition 
game. Remember, the ancients clearly knew something you and I don't.

CANCER:
Cancer, you may find yourself stepping into the role of a mentor 
or guide, and helping those who are following the same path as 
yours. Remember, you were chosen for this mission for a reason. 
Don't waste a single minute doubting your own power. Some of 
you may feel drawn towards the world of channeling and medi-
umship. The unseen world can be tricky territory. Word for the 
wise: Learn to ground your energy and strengthen your founda-
tion before venturing out of familiar territories.
LEO:
Leo, you're the lover of the zodiac. The eternal child (represent-
ed by the sun card) who brings hope and optimism into the lives 
of those around you. This week, you'll find yourself embodying 
this warmth and radiance like never before. In the realm of 
work, however, you may have to make a compromise of some 
sort. But, striking a deal with Lucifer doesn't have to be such a 
bad thing, especially if you're doing it on your own terms. PS: You 
know exactly how to turn the given situation in your favour.
VIRGO:
Virgo, you may find yourself playing the role of the jester as 
things get turbulent around you. What you have learned on your 
journey to enlightenment: there's nothing more spiritual than 
the ability to laugh and make limoncello out of life's metaphor-
ical lemons. Some of you may find yourself struggling to make an 
important decision. The key is to find a balance between your head 
and your heart. The sooner you let go of your judgement, the easier 

it will be for you to see things from a higher perspective.
LIBRA:
In his bestseller Eleven Minutes, Paulo Coelho wrote, "You can 
either be a victim of the world or an adventurer in search of 
treasure. It all depends on how you view your life." Libra, you're 
being asked to reflect upon both, this quote and your own narra-
tive. What is the story you are repeating to yourself? Is the script 
based on defeat and struggle rather than victory and joy? Here's 
the thing, though: 
SCORPIO:
Tuesday sees you stepping into the role of the mystic and gaz-
ing into the metaphorical crystal ball. Here's what you need to 
remember, Scorpio: you are gifted with vision and foresight—
the understanding that 2 + 2 doesn't always equal to 4. Those 
around you may or may not understand the messages you are 
delivering from the beyond, and that's okay. You are not here to 
convince anybody of your 'powers'. Speak the truth and let go of 
your attachment to a specific outcome.
SAGITTARIUS:
Sagittarius, you're a lover at heart, even though you don't always 
admit this to yourself. Tuesday sees you channeling the magic of 
Aphrodite and opening your heart to the one (or the ones). It's 
the season to love and be loved, after all! In the realm of work, 
however, you're adopting a more practical approach. On your 
agenda today: finding solutions to long-standing problems and 
perceiving possibilities where others see roadblocks.

CAPRICORN:
Practicality is overrated. So is the struggle narrative that dictates 
you have to kill yourself to achieve your goals or get to a desired 
destination. Today, the cards are urging you to get in touch with 
that childlike wonder that you parted ways with a long time 
ago. The one that makes you believe in magic and fairies and 
unicorns. In the words of multidimensional being Bashar (chan-
neled by Darryl Anna), "The first step towards true enlighten-
ment is to lighten up towards yourself."
AQUARIUS:
Aquarius, you've always been a humanitarian at heart, one who's 
driven by social welfare. Living a life that's merely self-serving has 
never been on your agenda. The weekend ahead sees you awak-
ening to your power and purpose and extending your support to 
a cause that you feel deeply passionate about. For some of you, the 
change could be drastic, one that might inspire you to let go of your 
day job altogether. 
PISCES:
The week ahead sees you transforming wounds into wisdom 
and letting go of the victim narrative. You understand that things hap-
pen for you (not to you) for a reason—and these things helped you step 
into your power and awaken your purpose. A prayer of gratitude is in 
order, dear Pisces. The next chapter of your life is about holding space for 
your fellow warriors and helping them navigate the tricky terrain of life. 
Rumi's immortal words, “The wound is where the light enters” holds 
especially true for this transformation.

50 Cent says ‘vote for Trump’ in light of Biden's tax plan: 'IM OUT'
The star later asked for 'a loan' after fans pointed out the tax 

rates were for wealthier individuals
The 45-year-old hip-hop mogul -- born Curtis James Jackson 
III -- took to Instagram on Monday to offer his support for 
President Trump after seeing figures related to former Vice 
President Joe Biden's proposed tax plan.

The star shared an image from what appeared to be a 
news broadcast, displaying the "top tax rates by state under 
[the] Biden tax plan."

Among the states mentioned was New York, which the 
broadcast said would be taxed at a rate of 58% while New 
York City would be taxed at 62%.

"WHAT THE F--K! (VOTE ForTRUMP) IM OUT," wrote Jack-
son in the caption. "F--K NEW YORK The KNICKS never win 
anyway. I don’t care Trump doesn’t like black people 62% are 
you out of ya f--king mind."

The post garnered a great deal of support for the incum-
bent candidate, though a handful of followers insisted the 
numbers applied only to "rich people."

Shortly after, he shared another post, seemingly to boast 
about his wealth.

"I just remembered i’m bankrupt, so i’m looking for a 
gracious loan can anyone help a brother out. LOL," he wrote 
alongside a photo of himself smiling.

He capped off the post by adding two hashtags to repre-
sent the alcohol brands he owns: "#bransoncognac #leche-
minduroi."

Per Branson Cognac's website, a bottle of the liquor cur-
rently sells for between $49.99-$260 while prices of Le Che-
min Du Roi does not list prices online.

Also an actor and businessman, Jackson was born in 
Queens and is worth at least $110 million, as Forbes reported 
in 2012.

50 Cent joins a long list of Trump supporters, including 
Kirstie Alley, who recently voiced support for the President, 
citing his lack of politics as reasoning for her backing.

"I’m voting for @realDonaldTrump because he’s NOT a poli-
tician. I voted for him 4 years ago for this reason and shall vote for 
him again for this reason," tweeted the actress on Saturday. "He 
gets things done quickly and he will turn the economy around 
quickly. There you have it folks there you have it."

‘Emily in Paris’ Creator Darren Star 
Hints at Possibility of Season 2

Is Emily returning to Paris? Possibly! Creator Darren Star 
opened up about the possibility of a second season of Net-

flix’s Emily in Paris, the half-hour drama that follows Lily Col-
lins‘ Emily, a marketer from Chicago sent to Paris to integrate 
the American way of doing business into the firm.

“I don’t know about season 2 yet, but I think Emily has 
some surprising tough choices,” Star, 59, told E! News in an 
interview posted on Monday, October 19. “The show’s so 
much about the culture undermining her expectations of how 
things are and how things seem. And everything will not be 
as it seems. It’s always about challenging her American worl-
dview. We certainly have a lot of forks in the road and a lot of 
places to go.”

The Sex and the City creator also recently hinted at a sec-
ond season to TVLine, when talking about the ending — in 
which Cami (Camille Razat) texts Emily about her then-ex 
Gabriel (Lucas Bravo) staying in Paris and wants to meet 
up (not knowing that Emily has already hooked up with the 
chef).“Nothing is sort of exactly as it seems to [Emily], and I 
think a lot of her ideas about life are constantly tested,” he 
said. “And they will be next season, as well.”

Collins, for her part, has also been open about her hopes 
for a second season — and knows that there are many other 
places her character could go.

“There’s so much that [season 1] leaves you hanging with. 
Emily has had to kind of pivot so many times in this experience 
already that I think she’s ready and able to kind of just go with 
it and see what happens,” the actress, 31, told Harper’s Bazaar 
earlier this month. “But I kind of love that Emily’s going into all 

these new situations just open-minded, and she’s not judging it, 
and she’s not judging herself. But it’s tough, because she really 
doesn’t know anyone, and she wants to embrace friends and have 
these experiences. It’s complicated. I don’t envy her situation.” As 
for what she’d like to see, she hopes Emily and her best friend, 
Mindy (Ashley Park), could do some more traveling.

“At some point, I was joking with Darren and said, ‘Couldn’t 
they just, like, hop on the Eurostar and, like, have a British ex-
cursion?’ I think it could be Emily going to all these different 
places,” the England native added. “It’s Emily in … and then 
insert the city. She could just take the train and go all over Eu-
rope, and Mindy and her could go together. I think that there’s 
so much personality that we can dive into more in the second 
season if we get to go.” 

NETFLIXNETFLIX's Away Cancelled After 1 Season
Netflix’s Away is going, well, away: The streamer has cancelled the Hilary Swank-star-

ring space drama after just one season, our sister site Deadline reports.
The series, which premiered 

Sept. 4 and which counted Friday 
Night Lights boss Jason Katims 
among its executive producers, fol-
lowed Commander Emma Green 
(played by Swank) and her in-
ternational crew as they began a 
three-year trip to Mars in the near 
future. Emma’s four-person team 
consisted of Misha from Russia 
(Mark Ivanir, Homeland), Kwesi 
from Ghana/England (Ato Essan-
doh, Chicago Med), Lu from China 
(Vivian Wu, The Pillow Book) and 
Ram (Ray Panthaki, EastEnders). 
Back on the ground, Josh Charles 
(The Good Wife) portrayed Emma’s 
NASA engineer husband Matt, who 
stayed on Earth to take care of their teenage daughter, Alexis (Talitha Eliana Bateman, Love, Simon). For a reminder of how the 
first and only season concluded, check out TVLine’s recap.

Away is the latest in a series of cancellations at Netflix: The streamer recently un-renewed GLOW and The Society, 
in addition to giving the axe to Teenage Bounty Hunters, The Dark Crystal: Age of Resistance, Altered Carbon and I 
Am Not Okay With This.

Zendaya Just Announced That 
More Euphoria Is Coming So Soon

Zendaya revealed on social media that two 
"special" episodes of Euphoria are on 

their way to HBO, and the first one is Christ-
mas-themed.

Well Happy Holidays to us all. 
There's no season two premiere date for 

Euphoria just yet, but its Emmy-winning 
star Zendaya just announced that the dra-
ma is coming out with two new special ep-
isodes so much sooner than we could have 
imagined. 

"We really missed them," she wrote on 
Twitter. "Two special Euphoria episodes 
coming soon. First one December 6th on 
HBO." 

That's less than two months away! 
HBO revealed that the episode is 

also Christmas-themed and features 
Rue (Zendaya) celebrating the holiday 
after the devastating end of season 
one. It's titled "Trouble Don't Last Al-
ways." 

In the first season finale, Rue re-
lapsed after three months of sobriety. 
Her relapse was portrayed in what was 
essentially a moving, elaborate music 
video to the original song "All For Us." 
Some fans worried that instead of a 
relapse it was actually Rue's death we 
were seeing accompanied by a march-
ing band, but show creator and writ-
er Sam Levinson quickly debunked that 
theory. 

"Rue is not dead," he told THR. "That I 
can say for certain." 

In fact, Rue "has a big journey ahead of 
her, and a tough one," he shared. "It's not 

something I want to cut short because of 
who Rue means to me as someone who has 
battled with addiction and come out the 
other side, and because I think that there's 
a lot more to delve into and unpack in terms 
of the effects of addiction on Rue and on her 
family and those around her. The possibili-
ties are endless in many ways." 

Rue's musical relapse came right after 
Jules (Hunter Schafer) escaped to the city 
without her and while Maddy (Alexa De-
mie) might have acquired footage of what 
Cal (Eric Dane) has been up to. Kat (Barbie 
Ferreira) and Ethan (Austin Abrams) also 
finally got together, giving the finale its one 
happy ending. 

The two special episodes are technical-
ly not part of season two, which will begin 
filming in 2021. Earlier this summer, Zen-
daya appeared on Jimmy Kimmel Live and 
revealed that they were about to go into 
production on the sophomore season when 
the coronavirus pandemic forced a shut-
down. 

"We had done table reads and wardrobe 
fittings and all kinds of things, and then 
obviously everything happened," she told 
guest host Ben Platt. "We got shut down, 
literally two days before we were about to 
start our first day of shooting. 

During that interview, she teased that 
they were working on "a little bridge ep-
isode" that could be filmed with a limited 
amount of people to give fans "a little some-
thing" to live on until season two. 

Thanks to Zendaya and Euphoria, we 
might just make it through the rest of 2020. 


