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Chamling’s campaign team attacked, daughter among those hurt
SDF CONDEMNS SKM’S VIOLENT TACTICS, WANTS ECI TO ENSURE PEACE

SAgAR ChhETRI
Gangtok, 11 Oct: 

A desperate SKM was resorting to mind-
less violence seeking to intimidate 

people because it cannot win them over is 
how the Sikkim Democratic Front is look-
ing at the violent attack on it campaign 
party at Upper Salghari on Thursday by 
SKM functionaries who had been hound-
ing the SDF team led by party president, 
Pawan Chamling. Projectiles were hurled 
at the motorcade and although Mr Cham-
ling was not hurt, his daughter, Komal 
Chamling, accompanying him was injured 
along with six SDF party functionaries, 
some of whom sustained injuries griev-
ous enough to require them to be sent to 
Siliguri for further check-up. The party, 
convinced that the state’s authorities will 
not deliver the investigation and protec-
tion required to reassure people that the 
by-election will be free and fair, has sought 
the intervention of the ECI.

Meanwhile, in a Facebook post on the 
incident, Mr Chamling alleges that this 
was a “planned attack” and an “attempt to 
murder” him. However, many of our SDF 
party members were severely injured and 
some had to be sent to Siliguri for further 
check-up due to the nature of their inju-
ries.

Mr Chamling officially began his 
by-election campaign for Moses Rai, the 
SDF candidate ofr Poklok Kamrang, on 
Thursday and it appears that this did not 
sit well with his political opponents. SKM 
president, Chief Minister PS Tamang, re-

cently given permission by the Election 
Commission of India to contest the elec-
tions, has filed his nomination papers 
from Poklok-Kamrang which has tradi-
tionally been Mr Chamling’s stronghold.

Detailing the incident, Mr Chamling 
shares that SKM targeted his campaign 
right from the start when he reached the 
first stop for the day at Assangthang near 
the helipad.

“SKM supporters surrounded us to de-
rail us from our meeting,” he states, adding 
that even before they reached the venue, 
the SDF candidate was accosted by SKM 
party workers who also assaulted some 
members in Mr Rai’s entourage. One SDF 
party worker, Kewal Thapa, who was “bru-
tally beaten up,”Mr Chamling informs. 

He adds that bullet-like holes were 
noticed in the candidate’s car and has de-

manded proper police inquiry in to the 
matter.

Cars full of SKM party workers shad-
owed the SDF motorcade throughout the 
day from thereon, Mr Chamling writes, 
adding that the SKM group also heckled 
SDF party workers trying to provoke them 
and intimidate the lay people.

“Various attempts were made all 
through the day to stop our campaigning. 
We were not allowed to freely campaign 
for the elections,” Mr Chamling states.

Stones were reportedly hurled at an 
SDF stop at Bhaisalgaon and it was when 
Mr Chamling was returning home in the 
evening that the most intense attack was 
launched.

“On our way back, a little above Up-
per Salghari, the group attacked us with 
stones near Timburey Lower Dorop School 

around 5:45pm. They attacked the car that 
I was travelling in first and after that they 
hurled stones at all the cars in our convoy. 
The stones came from both sides of the 
road. They pelted down our car’s window 
pane and the stones also hit my daughter, 
Komal Chamling in the process. During 
the attack, Bijay Subba, Bijay Rai, Nirmal 
Kumar Rai, Suman Chamling, Lal Bahadur 
Chettri and Donesh Rai from our group 
sustained severe injuries,” he details. 

Mr Chamling has held up the incident 
as evidence that “there is no law and or-
der and there is no rule of law in Sikkim 
anymore.” 

“There is no environment for free and 
fair elections. In a democracy, everyone is 
allowed to campaign freely however, what 
happened yesterday shows a complete 
breakdown of the law and order system in 
Sikkim,” he insists. 

The party today submitted a memo-
randum to the Chief Election Officer, Sik-
kim, detailing the incident and demanding 
strict action. SDF is seeking deployment of 
central forces in the three constituencies 
going for by-elections to avoid violence 
and casualties during the campaign and to 
ensure free and fair elections.

Addressing a press conference here to-
day, SDF spokesperson, JB Darnal, stressed 
that the latest incident was consistent 
with the violence that has descended on 
Sikkim since the formation of SKM party. 

He added that there has been no ac-
tion from the administration thus far de-
spite the life-threatening attack on a for-

mer Chief Minister and his party support-
ers. 

“Since the State administration has to-
tally failed in controlling the situation or 
take action on people involved, SDF has 
approached the Election Commission. 
We are hopeful that the ECI will be able 
to conduct free and fair elections in the 
State,” he said. 

He further informed that that CEO has 
assured to deploy the central forces imme-
diately in all three constituencies. 

SDF spokesperson, Ashit Rai, in turn 
condemned the attacks as a dark day for 
Sikkim and democracy. 

He called on SKM party and its sup-
porters to grow up and mature into poli-
tics in the interest of Sikkim and its people 
not personal ambitions.

SDF spokesperson, Krishna Lepcha, 
believes that the attack proved that in the 
absence of people’s issues, SKM was re-
sorting to propaganda and violence in the 
State. 

Likewise, another SDF spokesperson, 
Amber Rai, stated that the people need to 
think seriously about what direction SKM 
was taking Sikkim on and stressed that 
that such violence was not new to how 
SKM functions.

“This was not just an attack on Pawan 
Chamling but also an attack on Sikkim 
Subjects, Old Laws and other issues of Sik-
kim as Pawan Chamling has been advocat-
ing the protection of Sikkim Subjects, safe-
guarding of Old Laws and pursuing issues 
of Sikkim,” Mr Rai said.  

Binay Tamang gets a political lifeline, withdraws hunger strike
Darjeeling (WB), Oct 
11 (PTI): Cornered after 
his defeat in the assem-
bly by-poll in Darjeeling 
in the hands of BJP, GJM 
leader Binay Tamang got 
the much-needed polit-
ical lifeline after his de-
mand for 20 per cent bo-
nus for tea workers was 
accepted by the garden 
owners on Friday.

Tamang was on a 
hunger strike since Octo-
ber 6 to press for the de-
mand and withdrew it on 
Friday evening after the 
garden owners agreed to 
pay the bonus.

The Darjeeling tea 
gardens Friday agreed 
to pay 20 per cent bonus 
for the year in two in-
stalments. The decision 
was announced after a 
tripartite meeting called 
by state labour minister 
Malay Ghatak was held in 
Kolkata.

About 55,000 per-
manent and 15,000 tem-
porary workers from 
around 87 Darjeeling tea 
gardens will be benefit-
ted by the decision, offi-
cials said.

According to sources, 
the six-day-long hunger 
strike by Tamang and 
its success in getting his 
demand fulfilled has pro-
vided his faction of GJM 
the upper hand over the 
faction led by Bimal Gu-
rung, who is presently in 
hiding.

“Binay Tamang and 
his faction were com-
pletely cornered in hill 
politics after BJP with 
Gurung’s support won 
both the Darjeeling Lok 
Sabha and assembly 
seats this year. Tamang 
was completely cor-
nered. He wanted some 
platform to bounce back.

This agitation over 
bonus payout provided 
him that much-needed 
opportunity,” said a for-
mer GJM leader, who did 
not wish to be named.

The Tamang faction 
had supported the TMC 
candidates in the polls.

The GJM faction led 
by Gurung declined to at-
tach much importance to 
Tamang’s hunger strike 
and called it a “drama”.

It said the agitation 

could have been consid-
ered a victory had the tea 
garden workers received 
the entire 20 per cent bo-
nus in one go.

“We had demand-
ed 20 per cent bonus in 
one go not in two instal-
ments. What Binay Ta-
mang was doing for the 
last six days was nothing 
but a drama. He is never 
bothered about the bene-
fit of the hill people, but 
only in his own vested 
interests,” Roshan Giri, a 
leader of the Bimal Gu-
rung faction, said.

BJP leader and Dar-
jeeling MP Raju Bisht 
told PTI that the TMC 
government deliberate-
ly delayed the matter to 
hand over political am-
munition to Tamang.

“Earlier too the state 
government had called a 
meeting, but it was not 
fruitful. It should have 
called one again but de-
layed the matter deliber-
ately to help Tamang re-
gain his political ground. 
But this will not yield any 
results,” he said.

Tamang withdrew his 

indefinite hunger strike 
Friday evening. He was 
taken to a hospital as his 
condition was turning 
serious since Thursday, a 
close aide said.

Tamang, who rep-
resents Dooars, Terai and 
Darjeeling labour unions, 
was cheered by his sup-
porters on way to the 
hospital.

“Binay Tamang 
thanked everybody who 
stood by his agitation 
during this tough period. 
He has proved that he is 
the undisputed leader of 
the hills and only he can 
fight for the cause of its 
people,” Suraj, a leader 
of GJM Tamang faction, 
said.

Anit Thapa, general 
secretary of the faction, 
congratulated the hill 
people for the success of 
the agitation and claimed 
it was due to the hunger 
strike by Tamang and the 
joint movement by all 
the tea garden workers 
unions that the bonus 
demand was met.

Golay campaigns in Poklok-Kamrang, 
assures development and opportunities

SUMMIT REPORT
Gangtok, 11 Oct: 

On the second day of 
his election cam-

paign in Poklok-Kam-
rang constituency, Sik-
kim Krantikari Morcha 
president, Chief Minis-
ter PS Tamang [Golay], 
interacted with people 
of Lower Wok and Tin-
gri-Tingrithang blocks on 
Friday. 

Mr Tamang, it may 
be recalled, is contesting 
the by-election from Pok-
lok-Kamrang.

During the meeting, 
former MLA and North 
District in-charge of SDF 
party, Norzang Lepcha, 
retired DC PS Targain, 
former panchayat pres-
ident, Udip Rai, former 
panchayat secretary, 
Dadup Lepcha, former 
panchayat members, 
Gagan Rai and Rumit 
Lepcha along with 13 
families aligned with the 
SDF from Wok officially 
joined SKM, a party press 
release informs.

The release adds that 
Mr Tamang contended 
that SDF has been total-
ly collapsed as a party 
under to influence of 
exploiting elements and 

rampant corruption. 
He argued that the 

SDF president did not 
even bother to thank the 
people of Poklok-Kam-
rang after winning the 
election earlier this year 
but was now going to the 
people again to ask for 
their votes. 

He assured that the 
SKM government would 
work in the interest of 
Sikkim and not allow any 
element to harm Sikkim 
and its people. 

He urged the people 
to evaluate his work for 
the constituency in the 

coming days and assured 
the people to serve them 
better.

Mr Tamang alleged 
that Mr Chamling never 
visited any church in the 
constituency in the 25 
years that he was Chief 
Minister and that this 
was a big dishonour for 
the Christian community. 

On the same, he as-
sured that SKM will con-
tinue to extend respect 
to every religion and that 
no community or section 
of the State will need to 
fear the government. 

He also assured the 

people that he will make 
Poklok-Kamrang a model 
constituency of the State 
and bring opportunities 
for the youth here to be-
come self-employed.

The release informs 
that the meeting was also 
addressed by senior SKM 
leader KB Rai, Minister 
Sanjeet Kharel and SKM 
spokesperson, Jacob 
Khaling.

Mr Tamang had 
launched his election 
campaign in the constit-
uency from Kamrang 
NCC hall premises on 
Thursday. 

CM meets god Angel
Nandugaon, 11 Oct 
[IPR]: Chief Minister 
PS Tamang [Golay] 
met Master Godangel 
at Nandugoan South 
Sikkim and sought his 
blessings on behalf of 
the Sikkimese people. 

Master Godangel, 
who is on a visit to the 
State, is the founder 
of Heavenly Path 
Organisation, a religious 
sect which has gained 
a large momentum 
throughout the world. 

Mr Tamang thanked 
Master Godangel for his 
visit to Sikkim and for 

blessing the people. 
He said that with the 

visit, he was assured 
of peace among all 
living beings through 
the practice of love, 
compassion and 
kindness. 

The Chief Minister 
also assured him of 
all possible support 
to his organisation 
in the future so that 
its universal message 
of love and peace is 
advocated throughout 
the state. 

Master Godangel will 
be gracing the Blessing 

(Wang) programme 
at  Jorethang 
Ground on 12 
October.  The event 
is  being organised 

by Heavenly Path 
Organisation (Sikkim 
Chapter) and the Chief 
Minister has given his 
consent to attend.

hSP condemns by-poll violence
SUMMIT REPORT
Gangtok, 11 Oct: 

Hamro Sikkim 
Party has strongly 

condemned incidents 
of violence reported 
from on Thursday 
from Poklok-Kamrang 
constituency in South 
Sikkim when an SDF 
campaign team led 
by former CM Pawan 
Chamling was attacked, 

allegedly by SKM party 
workers.  An HSP press 
release issued by its 
spokesperson, Biraj 
Adhikari, conveys that 
Hamro Sikkim Party 
was “concerned, and 
strongly condemns, the 
news of violence which 
has taken place between 
two competing parties in 
the South district, who 
are contesting the by-

elections.”
“The HSP would like 

to reiterate that it is a 
party which believes in 
non-violence and cannot 
condone incidents of this 
nature at any cost. The 
party firmly believes that 
Sikkim has to be free of 
violence if the people 
are to enjoy the fruits 
of a democratic system, 
and can stand up for 

themselves without fear,” 
the release adds. 

It is further 
mentioned that the 
party was fundamentally 
prepared to finish the 
rule of fear by using 
violence in the state, and 
would like to assure the 
people, that its motto has 
been to create a better 
Sikkim, in words and 
indeed.
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Classifieds
gENERAL LAND FOR SALE

Roadside plots for sale at Adampool, Ranipool-
Rumtek highway.

For details contact: 9083826462

FLAT FOR RENT/LEASE
Fully furnished 3BHK flat available for rent/

lease at Church Road near DPH. Roadside and 
five minutes walking distance from MG Marg.

For more details: 9083826462 /9832556698
gENERAL LAND FOR SALE

General land 30X40 (3 Plots) available for sale 
at  Tadong 6th Mile next to Harka Maya College. 

Flat Land no cutting required. Price 30 Lakhs 
(negotiable).

Contact: 9800201335

Sikkim is not for Sale, hSP continues insisting
BJP AND CENTRE NOT HAPPY WITH SLOGAN BUT WE WILL NOT COMPROMISE: BHAICHUNG

SUMMIT REPORT
Gangtok, 11 Oct: 

Hamro Sikkim Party 
working president, 

Bhaichung Bhutia, has 
reiterated that the party 
slogan for the bypolls, 
‘Sikkim is not for Sale,’ 
was legally valid and 
legitimate. He asserted 
that the party would 
not come under any 
pressure to make any 
compromises regarding 
the rights of the people of 
Sikkim.

His comments come 
in the wake of the State 
administration pulling 
down HSP banners 
and hoardings with the 
‘Sikkim is not for Sale’ 

slogan.
Addressing a press 

conference on Thursday, 
Mr Bhutia alleged that 
the people of Sikkim 
have been witnessing 
the pressure of Bharatiya 

Janata Party in the State. 
He pointed out 

that BJP first took ten 
legislators from Sikkim 
Democratic Front by 
pressurizing them and 
has now forced two seats 

from the SKM for the by-
poll. 

He added that 
now BJP was trying to 
pressurize HSP into not 
using the slogan ‘Sikkim 
is not for Sale’.

On the same, Mr 
Bhutia informed that 
the party has consulted 
senior lawyers of Sikkim 
and the Supreme Court 
and has been learned that 
the slogan was legally 
valid and legitimate. 

He alleged that 
BJP and the Central 
government were 
not happy with this 
slogan and was hence 
resorting to arm-
twisting methods to 
discontinue its use. 

“We want to clarify 
that HSP will not come 
under any pressure,” 
he said.  

Mr Bhutia 
expressed that youths 

and people of Sikkim 
were upset with the 
present political scenario 
in Sikkim - of selling and 
buying - so HSP will not 
make any compromises 
on the rights of the 
people of Sikkim. 

He informed that 
official correspondence 
has been underway with 
the administration but 
the party has still not 
receive the green signal 
to continue using the 
slogan. 

Mr Bhutia urged 
people to take a picture 
with #Sikkimisnotforsale 
and post on the HSP 
social media page to save 
Sikkim.

South Expenditure Observer arrives
Namchi, 06 Oct (IPR): 
The Expenditure 
Observer for the 
Upcoming Bye Elections 
for 10 Poklok Kamrang 
Assembly Constituency, 
Kalrav Mishra, (IRS) 
arrived around 1:30am 
on 06 Oct. He will be 
staying at the PWD DAK 
Bunglow, Namchi. Upon 
his arrival he met with 
the Returning Officer 
(South) Ragul K at 
District Administrative 
Centre (DAC).

Kalrav Mishra also 
conducted a meeting with 
the election expenditure 
agents which was 
held at the DAC. The 
meeting was convened 
to take assessment 
and monitoring 
of expenditure of 
candidates during the 

Bye Elections and to 
ensure the standard and 
parameters laid down by 
the election commission 
of India.

Expenditure Observer 
Mr. Kalrav Mishra 
enlightened on various 
aspects regarding 
election expenditure 
and its monitoring. He 
informed the election 

agents that each 
candidate should have 
a separate and correct 
account of all expenditure 
incurred after the day of 
nomination, till the date 
of declaration of result 
for the monitoring of the 
election expense. 

He also discussed 
with the election 
agents on various 

other issues, rate chart 
such as election vehicle 
permission, venue for 
rally, advertisement and 
publications of election 
manifestos of political 
parties. Thereafter, he 
directed the officials to 
closely monitor doubtful 
transactions of cash and 
money during election 
period.

Expenditure accounts of candidates 
inspected for East Sikkim

Gangtok, 11 Oct [IPR]: 
The first inspection of 
accounts of candidates 
contesting in By-Election 
2019 from Martam-
Rumtek and Gangtok was 
conducted today at the 
DAC Conference Hall here 
at Sichey in the presence 
of Expenditure Observer 
Naresh Kumar Bansal.

Accounts of 
candidates were 
reconciled with records 
maintained by the AEOs. 

The second 
inspection of Accounts 
and re-conciliation is 
scheduled for 15 Oct and 
is required to be attended 
by the candidates or 
their expenditure agents.

Swachhata hi Sewa at Majitar

Summit Report
Gangtok, 11 Oct:

Ho r t i c u l t u r e 
D e p a r t m e n t 

organised a day long 
Swachhata Hi Sewa 
Abhiyaan at Majitar on 

09 Oct. 
The day long program 

was attended by HDO, 
Jay Narayan Sharma and 
Inspector, Didup Bhutia 
along with all staff and 
officers.

Normal life remains affected in Kashmir
Srinagar, Oct 11 (PTI): 
Normal life remained 
affected in Kashmir for 
the 68th consecutive 
day on Friday as main 
markets continued to be 
shut and public transport 
off the roads, officials 
said.

The Kashmir valley 
has been witnessing 
continuous shutdown 
since August 5 when 
the Centre revoked the 
state’s special status 
under Article 370 and 
bifurcated it into two 
Union Territories.

Additional forces 
have been deployed 
in vulnerable areas of 
Kashmir including the 
Srinagar city to maintain 
law and order in view 
of the congregational 

prayers, they said, adding 
there were no restrictions 
in the city or elsewhere in 
the valley.

However, authorities 
have been imposing 
restrictions in vulnerable 
areas of the valley every 
Friday, apprehending 
that vested interests 
might exploit the 
large gatherings at big 
mosques and shrines to 
fuel protests.

Friday prayers have 
not been allowed at any 
of the major mosques or 
shrines in the valley for 
the past over two months 
now.

The officials said 
main markets and other 
business establishments 
in Kashmir remained 
shut, even as few vendors 

had set up stalls on the 
TRC Chowk-Lal Chowk 
road here.

Private transport 
was plying unhindered in 
Srinagar and other districts 
across the valley, they 
said, adding the number 
of private vehicles was far 
lesser than Thursday.

Mobile services 
remained suspended 
in Kashmir except in 
Handwara and Kupwara 
areas in the north since 
the night of August 4, the 
officials said.

Internet services -- 
across all platforms also 
continued to be snapped in 
the valley, they said.

Students continued to 
stay away from schools 
and colleges, they added.

Most of the top 

level and second rung 
separatist politicians 
have been taken into 
preventive custody while 
mainstream leaders, 
including two former 
chief ministers -- Omar 
Abdullah and Mehbooba 
Mufti, have been either 
detained or placed under 
house arrest.

Another former 
chief minister and 
sitting Lok Sabha MP 
from Srinagar Farooq 
Abdullah has been 
arrested under the 
controversial Public 
Safety Act, a law enacted 
by his father and 
National Conference 
founder Sheikh 
Mohammad Abdullah 
in 1 9 7 8 when he was 
the chief minister.

Modi-Xi meet: 11 
Tibetan protesters held
Chennai, Oct 11 (PTI): 
Eleven Tibetans were 
detained by police here 
on Friday for allegedly 
trying to stage a protest 
at the airport and also 
outside the star hotel 
where Chinese President 
Xi Jinping is put up 
during his two-day visit, 
police said.

Xi is meeting Prime 
Minister Narendra 
Modi for their second 
informal summit at the 
nearby coastal town of 
Mamallapuram on Friday 
and Saturday.

Police whisked away 
a person with Tibetan 
flag and also four others 
who attempted to stage 
a sudden protest outside 
the hotel where the 
Chinese president later 
checked-in after his 
arrival.

The protester was 

taken in an autorickshaw 
by some police personnel 
even as four others were 
removed in a police 
vehicle, police said.

Meanwhile, airport 
police said they detained 
six Tibetans for trying 
to stage a protest at the 
airport ahead of Xi’s 
arrival.

“We have secured 
them. No cases have been 
booked yet”,a senior 
police officer told PTI.

The city and 
Mamallapuram have 
turned into a fortress, 
with the star hotel where 
the Chinese president 
is staying coming under 
tight security.

Modi and Xi arrived 
here on Friday to take 
part in the informal 
meet to discuss various 
bilateral issues between 
the two countries.

AIIMS Delhi wins top cleanliness award, bags Rs 3 crore
New Delhi, Oct 11 
(PTI): The All India 
Institute of Medical 
Sciences (AIIMS) on 
Friday bagged the 
first prize from the 
Centre for maintaining 
cleanliness within the 
institute premises and 
showing dedication 
towards the mission 
of the ‘Swachh Bharat 
Abhiyan’.

Union Health 
Minister Harsh 
Vardhan, along with 
Minister of State for 
Health Ashwini Kumar 
Choubey, presented 
the Kayakalp Awards 
to winners during an 
event held at the India 
Habitat Centre here. 
AIIMS was awarded the 
first prize of Rs 3 crore.

The Health Ministry 
had prepared a list of 
central government 
institutions, district 
and private hospitals 
and community health 
centres for their work 
in maintaining high 
standards of sanitation 

and hygiene in public 
health facilities 
and awarded these 
hospitals under the 
‘Kayakalp Awards 
Scheme’.

“Kayakalp award 
has made you an 
inspiration towards 
‘swachhta’ in your 
community and region. 
Now you should 
become role models for 
other health facilities 
and inspire and lead 
your community and 
districts towards 
achieving the 
highest standards 
of cleanliness and 
hygiene,” Harsh 
Vardhan said while 
urging the winners 
during the national 
felicitation ceremony 
of Kayakalp awardees 
(2018-19) for their 
work in maintaining 
high standards of 
sanitation and hygiene.

Harsh Vardhan 
commended the 
awardees and said 
cleanliness is no more 

a one-time activity but 
is integrated in our 
day-to-day practices 
and should become a 
habit.

Kayakalp has 
played a pivotal role 
in reinstating and 
reconfirming the trust 
and confidence of the 
community in public 
health facilities,  he 
said.

He added that the 
zest and zeal shown 
by the hospitals 
and their collective 
efforts in improving 
cleanliness, hygiene 
and infection-control 
practices should 
continue unabated.

“It is now your 
duty to take upon the 
leadership role and 
mentor and monitor 
the Ayushman 
Bharat-Health & 
Wellness Centers 
(AB-HWCs) of your 
districts,  states and 
UTs,” he added.

The Union health 
minister further 

stated that health and 
hygiene are the top 
priorities of Prime 
Minister Narendra 
Modi.

“Taking a leaf from 
the life of Mahatma 
Gandhi,  our prime 
minster has inspired, 
implemented and 
monitored the 
‘Swachh Bharat 
Movement’.

“Dreaming of 
rolling out such an 
ambitious public 
health movement in 
such a vast country in 
itself is monumental,” 
he said, adding that 
concerted efforts 
should be made to 
contribute to the 
PM’s vision of a clean 
India.

Addressing the 
event , Ashiwini 
Kumar Choubey 
said, “Our efforts 
towards cleanliness 
and hygiene, in any 
shape and form, are 
like an offering, a 
‘swachhaanjli’ to the 

Father of the Nation, 
Mahatma Gandhi, as 
the nation celebrates 
his 150th birth 
anniversary.”

The Union ministers 
also released the 
Kayakalp coffee table 
book documenting the 
success stories of the 
award-winning health 
facilities.

Under the Central 
Government Hospitals 
A category, the first 
prize of Rs 3 crore was 
given to the All India 
Institutes of Medical 
Sciences (AIIMS), Delhi.

JIPMER, Puducherry, 
was judged the runner-
up in this category and 
awarded Rs 1.5 crore. 
The Postgraduate 
Institute of Medical 
Education and 
Research (PGIMER), 
Chandigarh, and the 
Safdarjung Hospital, 
Delhi, won the 
Commendation Award 
of Rs 50 lakh each.

In the Group B 

category, the winner 
was VBCH, Silvassa, 
which bagged Rs 2 
crore, with AIIMS 
Bhubaneswar winning 
Rs 1 crore as runner-
up.

N E I G R I H M S , 
Shillong, LGBRIMH, 
Tezpur, and AIIMS, 
Bhopal, each won Rs 50 
lakhs as Commendation 
Awards.

Harsh Vardhan also 
felicitated the district 
hospitals, PHCs and 
CHCs, wherein 29 
hospitals won the first 
prize, 14 were awarded 
the second prize and 
the third prize was 
won by 2 hospitals.

The Kayakalp 
Award was instituted 
as part of the Swachh 
Bharat Abhiyan on 
May 15, 2015 as a e 
public health facilities 
that demonstrate high 
levels of cleanliness, 
hygiene and infection-
control measures on 
promoting cleanliness 
in public spaces.

Modi-Xi meet: 11 Tibetan 
protesters held

Chennai, Oct 11 (PTI): 
Eleven Tibetans were 
detained by police here 
on Friday for allegedly 
trying to stage a protest 
at the airport and also 
outside the star hotel 
where Chinese President 
Xi Jinping is put up 
during his two-day visit, 
police said.

Xi is meeting Prime 
Minister Narendra 
Modi for their second 
informal summit at the 
nearby coastal town 
of Mamallapuram on 
Friday and Saturday.

Police whisked away 
a person with Tibetan 
flag and also four 
others who attempted 
to stage a sudden 
protest outside the 
hotel where the Chinese 
president later checked-
in after his arrival. The 
protester was taken 

in an autorickshaw by 
some police personnel 
even as four others were 
removed in a police 
vehicle, police said.

Meanwhile, airport 
police said they detained 
six Tibetans for trying 
to stage a protest at the 
airport ahead of Xi’s 
arrival.

“We have secured 
them. No cases have 
been booked yet”,a 
senior police officer 
told PTI. The city and 
Mamallapuram have 
turned into a fortress, 
with the star hotel where 
the Chinese president 
is staying coming under 
tight security.

Modi and Xi arrived 
here on Friday to take 
part in the informal 
meet to discuss various 
bilateral issues between 
the two countries.
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CapitalTIMES
BCCI observers visit Sikkim, check progress 

on stadium and discuss cricket in Sikkim
SUMMIT REPORT
Gangtok, 11 Oct:

A team of BCCI 
O b s e r v e r s , 

accompanied by 
members of Sikkim 
Cricket Association, 
visited the Rangpo 
Mining Ground where 
phase-1 of the SICA 
ground development 
work is in progress. 

The BCCI officials 
were extremely happy 
with the ground 
development work and 
the administration of 
cricket in Sikkim, a press 
release informs. 

BCCI Observer, Suru 
Nayak, expressed delight 
with how SICA has 
developed the ground 
thus far.

“The moment I 
entered the ground, I 
was very impressed with 
what SICA has done in 
the last several years and 

totally agree that on this 
kind of a wicket you can 
play first class cricket 
with improvement of 
the stadium which will 
happen with the 2nd and 
3rd phase of the ground 
development program,” 
the release quotes him as 
saying.

Following the ground 
visit, the architect made 
a presentation for the 
BCCI observers and the 

SICA officials showcased 
the proposed stadium at 
Mining Ground. 

The BCCI team was 
led by Suru Nayak, the 
BCCI Observer Cricket 
Operations for the 
northeastern states and 
included Anshuman 
Upadhyay from the 
BCCI Anti-Corruption 
Unit, and Raghavendra 
Patankar, the BCCI 
Manager Finance and 

Accounts. 
Mr Nayak discussed 

several key topics 
with SICA like Cricket 
A d m i n i s t r a t i o n 
activities, ways to 
formulate local cricket 
activities, assistance 
for youth development 
programs for boys and 
girls etc.

Mr Upadhyay, in turn, 
sensitized SICA on the 
workings of his unit and 

discussed several issues 
that were being observed 
in the other parts of the 
country as far cricket and 
its ancillary activities 
were concerned. 

He also highlighted 
the importance of 
promoting domestic and 
northeastern regional 
tournaments while 
offering an insight on 
various external and 
internal elements that 
could come in conflict 
with the requirements 
and rules of the BCCI.

A financial 
management meeting 
was also held with 
Mr Raghvendra, it is 
informed.

SICA executives, in 
turn, communicated 
the challenges and 
difficulties faced by 
them and of the help and 
guidance expected from 
BCCI.

Awareness series by Freedom Facility 
SUMMIT REPORT
Gangtok, 11 Oct:
Freedom Facility, a 
rehabilitation centre 
based in Tathangchen 
here, organised a 
series of awareness 
programmes from 
25 Sept to 10 Oct, at 
rehabilitation centres 
across East District 

and at the two police 
training centres 
at Pangthang [East 
District] and Mangley 
[South Sikkim]. 

The initiative was 
sponsored by Sikkim 
State AIDS Control 
Society and saw resource 
persons address 
preventive measures 

of HIV/AIDS and 
prevention motives. 

The resource persons, 
Raju Subba and Suren Rai, 
also delivered lectures on 
the ill-effects of addiction 
and how it impacts 
the family, society and 
individuals. The sessions 
also generated awareness 
about Hepatitis.

Unimpressed SICA monitoring 
performances, open to changes in squad

Rangpo, 11 Oct: Sikkim 
is new to the national 
domestic cricket circuit 
and recent seasons had 
seen the Sikkim squad 
impress with its fighting 
spirit and passion for 
contest. The latest 
season, however, is not 
going so well, so much so 
that the Sikkim Cricket 
Association [SICA] has 
come on record with 
its displeasure and 
disappointment with 
how the team was 
performing.

“I am not happy with 
the team’s performance 
so far and the executive 
body of SICA is 
currently monitoring 
the performance of 
individual   players and 
if required necessary 
changes would be 
implemented to bolster 

the teams,” said SICA 
president, Lobzang G 
Tenzing, recently.

His comments were 
clearly with regard to the 
five losses and one draw 
record that the Sikkim 
Senior Men’s team has to 
show for its Vijay Hazare 
Trophy outing thus far. 
The tournament had 
begun on 24 September.

Meanwhile, the 
under-19 men’s side 
has also lost all its four 
matches at the Vinoo 
Mankad Trophy thus far.

Mr Tenzing stressed 
that Sikkim Cricket 
Association was 
providing the best 
facilities at its disposal 
to the teams and was 
looking out earnestly for 
players’ welfare as well. 

“But looking at the 
current performances 

of the teams in the 
various national level 
tournaments it seems 
that further work needs 
to be done to ensure 
better performance and 
improve the quality of 
cricket played by our 
teams. We are definitely 
hopeful and with more 
time and hard work 
invested by the players 
as well as the coaching 
staff I have no doubt 
that this is just a small 
bottleneck towards 
our journey to one day 
becoming a powerhouse 
of producing high-level 
cricket players,” he said. 

He also informed that 
in the ongoing 2019–20 
Cricket Season, Sikkim 
will be participating in 14 
national level tournaments.

[from SANJAY 
AGARWAL]

“Thieves have Modi surname” remarks: Rahul pleads not guilty
Surat, Oct 10 (PTI): 
Congress leader Rahul 
Gandhi on Thursday 
appeared before a 
magisterial court and 
pleaded not guilty in 
a criminal defamation 
case filed against him 
for his “why do all 
thieves share the Modi 
surname” remarks.

Gandhi appeared 
before the court of Chief 
Judicial Magistrate B 
H Kapadia here and 
pleaded not guilty when 
asked by the court 

whether he accept the 
charges, levelled against 
him by BJP legislator 
from Surat-West, 
Purnesh Modi.

After Gandhi’s 
plea was recorded, 
his lawyers moved an 
application seeking a 
permanent exemption 
from personal 
appearance in the next 
hearings. After Modi’s 
lawyers raised objection 
to the exemption plea, 
the court said it will 
decide on the plea on 

December 10.
The court said 

Gandhi is not required 
to remain present during 
the next hearing on that 
date. During the last 
hearing in July, the court 
had granted Gandhi 
exemption from 
personal appearance 
for that hearing and 
fixed October 10 as the 
next date of hearing.

In his complaint, 
the BJP legislator had 
alleged the Congress 
leader had defamed the 

entire Modi community 
with his remarks, made 
during the Lok Sabha 
campaign this year.

The court, while 
admitting the suit, had 
held that there was 
a prima facie case of 
criminal defamation 
against the Lok 
Sabha member from 
Wayanad.

At a campaign rally 
at Kolar in Karnataka 
on April 13, Gandhi had 
said, “Nirav Modi, Lalit 
Modi, Narendra Modi... 

how come they all 
have Modi as common 
surname? How come 
all thieves have Modi as 
common surname?”

In his complaint, 
Purnesh Modi had said 
the Congress leader had 
defamed the entire Modi 
community with his 
statement.

Gujarat Congress 
president Amit Chavda 
on Tuesday held a 
meeting with local 
party leaders in view of 
Gandhi’s visit.

Delhi court allows Shahi Tharoor to travel abroad
New Delhi, Oct 11 
(PTI): A Delhi court 
Friday allowed Congress 
MP Shashi Tharoor, an 
accused in the case of his 
wife Sunanda Pushkar’s 
death, to travel abroad 
for a period of one month.

Special Judge Ajay 
Kumar Kuhar granted 
permission to Tharoor 
to go to Serbia, Kuwait, 
Australia and Bangladesh 
from October 11 to 
November 11.

The court directed 
Tharoor to furnish a 
fixed deposit of Rs 2 lakh, 
which shall be returned 
to him once he is back in 
India.

“Accused Dr Shashi 
Tharoor shall inform 
to this court about his 
arrival in India within 
two days of his return. 

Applicant/accused shall 
also file the complete 
copy of his passport 
along with the copy of 
Visa in the court on his 
return,” the court said.

It said, “Accused/
applicant Dr Shashi 
Tharoor shall not tamper 
with the evidence nor try 
to influence any witness 
in any manner and will 
not use the permission 
granted to him contrary 
to the rules”.

Senior advocate Vikas 
Pahwa, appearing for 
Tharoor, claimed that 
the Congress MP had 
invitations to attend 
events abroad.

He said that Tharoor 
has to attend 141st 
Assembly of Inter 
Parliamentary Union at 
Belgrade, Serbia, from 

October 12 to October 
18, and from October 
28 to October 30, he 
has to be present at 
Kuwait to attend an 
anniversary function 
of Indian Business and 
Professional Council as a 
guest of honour.

He further said that 
from October 31 to 
November 5, Tharoor 
has to attend the Jaipur 
Literature Festival in 
Adelaide, Australia, and 
from November 5 to 7, 
he has to attend Jaipur 
Literature Festival at 
Mandurah, Australia.

From November 7 to 
November 10, Tharoor 
has to attend Dhaka 
Literature Festival in 
Bangladesh, the counsel 
said.

While granting him 

bail in the case, the court 
had directed him not to 
leave the country without 
its prior permission.

“Before leaving India, 
the accused shall also 
furnish the complete 
itinerary stating the 
place, which he intends to 
visit and the period of his 
stay as also the contact 
addresses to the court 
on each occasion where 
he would be staying and 
his contact numbers,” the 
court said.

Delhi police had 
opposed the application 
on the ground that the 
invites had not been 
cross-checked and 
the Tharoor, having 
properties and other 
interest abroad, may 
settle there to evade trial.

Granting travel 

permission for abroad 
at this early stage of 
proceedings may hamper 
the course of trial and 
consequently delay 
delivery of justice in this 
matter, it said.

The former Union 
minister has been 
charged under sections 
498-A (husband or his 
relative subjecting a 
woman to cruelty) and 
306 of the IPC, but has 
not been arrested in the 
case.

Pushkar was found 
dead in a suite of a luxury 
hotel in the city on the 
night of January 17, 2014. 
The couple was staying 
in the hotel as the official 
bungalow of Tharoor 
was being renovated at 
that time.

Positive atmospherics as Modi, 
Xi meet in Mamallapuram

MANASh PRATIM 
BhUyAN
Mamallapuram, Oct 
11 (PTI): In the backdrop 
of the seventh century 
monument of Pancha 
Ratha, overlooking the 
Coromandel Coast of 
Bay of Bengal, Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi 
and Chinese President 
Xi Jinping on Friday 
took a stroll and sipped 
fresh coconut water 
in a relaxed informal 
setting, creating positive 
atmospherics in bilateral 
ties strained over the 
Kashmir issue.

Dressed in a Tamil 
attire of Veshti (dhoti), 
white shirt and an 
angavastram, Modi 
played the perfect host 
and took Xi for a guided 
tour of the famous world 
heritage sites of Arjuna’s 
Penance, Krishna’s 
Butterball, the Pancha 
Ratha and Shore temple.

The prime minister 
explained to the Chinese 
leader the historical 
significance of the 
monuments and Xi, 
wearing a white shirt and 
black trouser, was seen 
showing keen interest 
in the seventh century 
monuments built during 
the Pallava dynasty in 
this coastal town which 
had historical links with 
China’s Fujian province.

Modi and Xi, assisted 
by one translator from 
each side, sat down 
for around 15 minutes 
at Pancha Ratha 
complex, an example of 
monolithic Indian rock-
cut architecture, and 
engaged in intense talks 
while sipping coconut 
water - images reflecting 
warmth in personal 
chemistry between 
the two leaders of two 
emerging economies.

From Pancha Ratha, 
the two leaders visited 
the beautifully lit-up 
Shore temple - a symbol 
of cultural heritage of 
the Pallava dynasty. 
After spending some 
time together, Modi and 
Xi were joined by top 
delegates of both sides.

Minutes later, the 
two leaders witnessed 
a cultural performance 
on the backdrop of the 

Shore temple.
Earlier, Xi arrived in 

Chennai to a red carpet 
welcome for his second 
informal summit with 
Modi amid a realisation 
a lot is riding on the 
bilateral ties strained 
over hardline approach 
on the Kashmir issue by 
both sides.

Tamil Nadu Governor 
Banwarilal Purohit 
and Chief Minister E 
K Palaniswami and 
Deputy Chief Minister 
O Panneerselvam and 
Indian Ambassador 
to China Vikram Misri 
welcomed the Chinese 
leader at the Chennai 
airport on his nearly 24-
hour visit.

“Welcome to India, 
President Xi Jinping!” 
Modi tweeted, shortly 
after the Chinese leader 
arrived on an Air China 
Boeing 747 aircraft, 
accompanied by a 
90-member delegation 
including Foreign 
Minister Wang Yi, Polit 
Bureau member of 
Central Committee of 
Chinese Communist 
Party Ding Xuexiang and 
State Councilor Yang 
Jiechi.

A brief cultural 
ceremony reflecting 
Tamil Nadu’s cultural 
heritage was organised 
at the airport to welcome 
the visiting leader.

Shortly after Xi’s 
aircraft touched down 
in Chennai, government 
sources said the two 
leaders are expected to 
issue some directions at 
the end of the summit on 
Saturday as they did after 
the first edition of new 
format of engagement in 
Chinese city of Wuhan last 
year.

The two leaders will 
have around six-hours of 
one-on-one free-wheeling 
talks, officials said.

On Saturday morning, 
Modi and Xi will have 
a comprehensive one-
on-one meeting to be 
followed by delegation 
level talks. Both sides 
will, then, issue separate 
statements on outcome of 
the summit.

“Both sides know 
that a lot is riding on the 
relationship and this is 

reflected in the summit 
being held on schedule 
despite speculation of its 
postponement in recent 
weeks,” said a senior 
official on condition of 
anonymity.

Ahead of the two-
day summit, Chinese 
Ambassador to India Sun 
Weidong on Thursday 
told PTI that a “new set 
of consensus” including 
“guiding principles” on 
giving a new direction 
to the bilateral ties 
are expected from 
engagement.

Xi’s visit comes two 
days after he held talks 
with Pakistan Prime 
Minister Imran Khan 
in Bejing during which 
Kashmir issue figured 
prominently.

A China-Pakistan joint 
statement issued after 
talks said China is paying 
“close attention” to the 
situation in Kashmir and 
that the issue is a dispute 
left from history, and 
should be properly and 
peacefully resolved based 
on the UN Charter.

The comments 
angered India as it 
asserted that Jammu and 
Kashmir is an integral part 
of the country and China is 
well aware of New Delhi’s 
position.

Officials on both 
sides said the focus of the 
Modi-Xi summit would be 
to insulate the bilateral 
trade and development 
cooperation from 
differences on Kashmir 
and vexed boundary issue.

They said ways to 
bolster counter-terror 
cooperation, trade and 
enhancing cooperation 
between militaries of the 
two countries along the 
3,500 KM border will be 
key focus of the talks.

This is the second 
edition of the informal 
summit between Modi 
and Xi. The first informal 
between the two leaders 
was held in picturesque 
Chinese lake city of 
Wuhan in April 2018, 
months after a 73-
day face off between 
the armies of the two 
countries in Doklam tri-
juction raised fears of a 
war between the two 
Asian giants.

Logic of SC order striking down NJAC flawed: Prasad
New Delhi, Oct 11 
(PTI): Law Minister 
Ravi Shankar Prasad 
on Friday said that 
the government had 
accepted the Supreme 
Court’s 2015 judgement 
striking down a law 
which sought to give 
the executive a greater 
say in appointment of 
judges but he has “very 
strong reservations” on 
the “patently flawed” 
logic given in the order.

He also referred 
to illustrations of 
Lord Ram, Krishna, 
Hanuman in the original 
Constitution of India, 
saying these represent 
the cultural heritage of 
the country.

“Had the Constitution 

been framed today with 
these illustrations, what 
kind of storm it would 
have triggered,” he 
wondered.

The apex court 
verdict which struck 
down the National 
Judicial Appointments 
Commission Act had 
said that the presence 
of the law minister 
would compromise on 
the independence of the 
body to select judges.

Addressing a 
gathering at the launch 
of a book, Prasad 
said when the prime 
minister can be trusted 
with the nuclear 
arsenal of the country 
and appointment 
of constitutional 

authorities such as 
the Chief Election 
Commissioner and 
the Chief Vigilance 
Commissioner, how can 
his representative in the 
NJAC cannot be trusted 
with appointing good 
judges.

“I have very, very 
strong reservations at 
the flawed logic given 
in the judgement... 
the government has 
accepted and respects 
the judgement,” he said.

He said even before 
the collegium system 
came into being in 
1991, good judges were 
appointed.

To drive home his 
point, he said a judge 
appointed by the 

collegium was hauled 
up by the Supreme 
Court for contempt.

On October 16, 2015, 
a Constitution Bench of 
Supreme Court by a 4:1 
majority upheld the 
collegium system and 
struck down the NJAC as 
unconstitutional.

Referring to those 
who accuse the BJP of 
pushing its philosophy 
of “nationalism”, Prasad 
said there is a lot of 
debate on the issue.

“Some say we 
believe in constitutional 
nationalism and 
not Modi’s or BJP’s 
nationalism. I ask those 
as to whether they 
have seen the original 
copy of Constitution 

... it has illustrations 
of Lord Ram, Krishna, 
Hanuman, Shivaji, Lord 
Buddha, Mahatma 
Gandhi, Akbar, but not 
Babar or Aurangzeb ... 
It (the original copy of 
the Constitution) was 
signed by Rajendra 
Prasad, Jawaharlal Nehru 
... it represents India’s 
cultural heritage,” he 
said.

Prasad said suppose 
the Constitution was 
framed today with such 
illustrations, it would 
have triggered a storm. 
“India’s constitution 
which is deprived of its 
cultural roots would not 
be permanent. This was 
the thinking behind it,” 
he said.



4 SummitTIMES | 12 October  2019

Violence is Wrong
…and only citizens can end political violence

In a democracy, politics is the weapon devised to 
replace violence as the medium of engagement 
– engaging not just the constituents, but also 
each other. Unfortunately, this remains a tool 
seldom deployed and political violence remains 
a frequent recourse. What the political players 
obviously blindside when they relapse to vio-
lence is that even though ‘politics’ might not be 
getting any cleaner, the voters are growing more 
expressive in their thumbing down of violent 
tactics [as the election verdict in Sikkim 2014 
bore out]. 
The incident at Upper Salghari on Thursday 
when the SDF by-election campaign was hound-
ed by violence through the day was one of the 
more desperate instances engagement and de-
bate being replaced by assault. While most in-
stances of political violence have shared blame, 
in the present case, the only instigation was 
clearly the fact that the ruling party is not being 
afforded a cakewalk to victory. Yes, the stakes 
are high for SKM, but that can be no justification 
for what transpired. If the episode is not con-
demned in the strongest words, expect things to 
get worse. And when that happens and starts af-
fecting more people than just the political work-
ers, hold your tongue even then. While one does 
not expect much from the authorities, given 
how compromised every institution has become 
of late and straight face with which they have 
been foisting embarrassments, even the oppor-
tunists in the administration should have been 
better prepared since the violently disposed 
had already delivered their calling cards with 
the post-poll violence in the same area earlier 
this year.
Yes, there will be allegations and counters ex-
changed, and believers in the respective camps 
will dredge up justifications and hyperbole, it 
can be safely said that no one in Sikkim is com-
fortable with political violence. This worry gets 
more acute in light of the fact that violence was 
the first worry in most people’s minds when the 
government changed in Sikkim. The arithmetic 
of the verdict and the by-elections checked the 
scale of violence, but that does not mean that 
the worry does not sit on their minds.
Political violence is a direct fallout of the gen-
eral perception, acceptance in fact, of ‘politics’ 
as being ‘dirty’, implying unfair means and ex-
ploitation. It is not necessarily so, but till such 
time that this perception prevails, political as-
pirations will continue to be mounted on mus-
cle power. One must also bear in mind that po-
litical players usually stoop to violence when 
they cannot secure the desired results through 
the non-violent means of campaigning, lobby-
ing or debating in the public domain. Also, since 
politics has been reduced to power, it tends to 
deviate towards violence more often than is 
healthy. It is also obvious that politicking tends 
to occupy leaders and supporters so complete-
ly that they can lose focus of the larger picture 
at times, and it is then that it becomes import-
ant for the people at large to pull the debate 
back on track. Politics should not be allowed to 
get reduced to a personality clash or person-
al ambition because that is when violence and 
intimidation become part of the process. The 
lay citizens, whose attention and patronage ev-
ery politician seeks, should demand a debate 
of ideas and policies because that is when the 
leaders will need to directly engage them. This, 
in contrast to the politics of power in which case 
they seek to convey prominence by force. When 
leaders are convinced that people can be scared 
into support, that popularity can be muscled, 
they will prefer violence over engagement, lip 
service over commitment. 
None of these serves the interests of the people 
because in such cases, politics, when it is not be-
ing violent, is show-boating. On a more sinis-
ter note, its continuance perpetuates a nasty, 
vicious cycle leading political leaders and their 
immediate supporters to believe that the only 
answer to violence is greater violence. 
The fact that a fig leaf still exists in which vio-
lence is not justified proves that leaders are still 
unsure about how the lay people will respond 
to news of political violence. The citizens need 
to play on this uncertainty and convey clearly 
that they will not endorse violence. They do this 
forcefully enough and soon the politicians will 
realise that they have been isolated to their is-
lands of immediate supporters with the lay peo-
ple, the numbers which make up the electorate, 
maintaining their distance. The moment this 
message goes out, so will violence from politics. 

Would you stand up to an oppressive regime 
or would you conform? here’s the science

Nick Chater
theconversation.com

Margaret Atwood’s novel, The 
Handmaid’s Tale, described the 

horror of the authoritarian regime 
of Gilead. In this theocracy, self-
preservation was the best people 
could hope for, being powerless to 
kick against the system. But her 
sequel, The Testaments, raises the 
possibility that individuals, with 
suitable luck, bravery and cleverness, 
can fight back.

But can they? There are countless 
examples of past and present 
monstrous regimes in the real world. 
And they all raise the question of 
why people didn’t just rise up against 
their rulers. Some of us are quick to 
judge those who conform to such 
regimes as evil psychopaths – or at 
least morally inferior to ourselves.

But what are the chances that 
you would be a heroic rebel in such 
a scenario, refusing to be complicit 
in maintaining or even enforcing the 
system?

To answer this question, let’s 
start by considering a now classic 
analysis by American organisational 
theorist James March and 
Norwegian political scientist Johan 
Olsen from 2004.

They argued that human 
behaviour is governed by two 
complementary, and very different, 
“logics”. According to the logic of 
consequence, we choose our actions 
like a good economist: weighing 
up the costs and benefits of the 
alternative options in the light of our 
personal objectives. This is basically 
how we get what we want.

But there is also a second logic, the 
logic of appropriateness. According 
to this, outcomes, good or bad, are 
often of secondary importance – we 
often choose what to do by asking 
“What is a person like me supposed 
to do in a situation like this”?

The idea is backed up by 
psychological research. Human 
social interactions depend on our 
tendency to conform to unwritten 
rules of appropriate behaviour. Most 
of us are truthful, polite, don’t cheat 
when playing board games and 
follow etiquette. We are happy to let 
judges or football referees enforce 
rules. A recent study showed we even 
conform to arbitrary norms.

The logic of appropriateness is 
self-enforcing – we disapprove of, 
ostracise or report people who lie 
or cheat. Research has shown that 
even in anonymous, experimental 
“games”, people will pay a monetary 
cost to punish other people for being 
uncooperative.

The logic of appropriateness is 
therefore crucial to understanding 

how we can organise ourselves into 
teams, companies and entire nations. 
We need shared systems of rules 
to cooperate – it is easy to see how 
evolution may have shaped this.

The psychological foundations 
for this start early. Children as young 
as three will protest if arbitrary 
“rules” of a game are violated. And 
we all know how punishing it can 
be to “stick out” in a playground by 
violating norms of dress, accent or 
behaviour.

AUTHORITARIAN REGIMES
Both logics are required to create 

and maintain an authoritarian 
regime. To ensure that we make 
the “right” personal choices, an 
oppressive state’s main tools are 
carrots and sticks – rewarding 
conformity and punishing even a hint 
of rebellion.

But personal gain (or survival) 
alone provides a fragile foundation 
for an oppressive state. It is easy to 
see how the logic of appropriateness 
fits in here, turning from being a force 
for cooperation to a mechanism for 
enforcing an oppressive status quo. 
This logic asks that we follow the 
“rules” and make sure others do too 
– often without needing to ask why 
the rules are the way they are.

Regimes therefore supplement 
rewards and punishments with 
self-policed norms, rules and 
conventions. A “good” party 
comrade or a member of a religious 
cult or terrorist group will learn 
that they are supposed to obey 
orders, root out opposition and not 
question authority – and enforce 
these norms on their fellows.

The authoritarian state is 
therefore concerned above all with 
preserving ideology – defining the 

“right” way to think and behave 
– so that we can unquestioningly 
conform to it.

This can certainly help explain 
the horrors of Nazi Germany 
– showing it’s not primarily a 
matter of individual evil. As the 
philosopher Hannah Arendt 
famously argued, the atrocities of 
the Holocaust were made possible 
by normal people, manipulated into 
conforming to a horribly abnormal 
set of behavioural norms.

WOULD YOU REBEL?
So how would you or I fair in 

Gilead? We can be fairly confident 
that most of us would conform (with 
more or less discomfort), finding it 
difficult to shake the feeling that 
the way things are done is the right 
and appropriate way.

Just think of the fervour 
with which people can enforce 
standards of dress, prohibitions 
on profane language or dietary 
norms – however arbitrary these 
may appear. Indeed, we may feel 
“morally bound” to protect the 
party, nation or religion, whatever 
its character.

A small number of us, however, 
would rebel – but not primarily, I 
suspect, based on differences in 
individual moral character. Rebels, 
too, need to harness the logic of 
appropriateness – they need to 
find different norms and ideals, 
shared with fellow members of the 
resistance, or inspired by history or 
literature. Breaking out of one set 
of norms requires that we have an 
available alternative.

That said, some people may 
have more naturally non-conformist 
personalities than others, at least in 
periods of their lives. Whether such 

rebels are successful in breaking 
out, however, may partly depend on 
how convincingly they can justify to 
themselves, and defend to others, 
that we don’t want to conform.

If so, we would expect a tendency 
to adopt non-standard norms to be 
linked to verbal ability and perhaps 
general intelligence in individuals 
who actually rebel, which there’s 
some evidence to support. 

How we react to unfairness may 
also affect our propensity to rebel. 
One study found that people who are 
risk averse and easily trust others 
are less likely to react strongly to 
unfairness. While not proven in the 
study, it may make such individuals 
more likely to conform.

Another factor is social 
circumstances. The upper and 
middle classes in Germany during 
the 1920s-1940s were almost twice 
as likely to join the Nazi party than 
those with lower social status. So it 
may be that those who have the most 
to lose and/or are keen to climb the 
social ladder are particularly likely 
to conform. And, of course, if other 
members of your social circle are 
conforming, you may think it’s the 
“appropriate” thing to do.

Few will fight Gilead after carefully 
weighing up the consequences – 
after all, the most likely outcome is 
failure and obliteration. What drives 
forward fights against an oppressive 
society is a rival vision – a vision of 
equality, liberty and justice, and a 
sense that these should be defended, 
whatever the consequences.

[the writer is Professor 
of Behavioural Science, 

Warwick Business School, 
University of Warwick]

games blamed for moral decline and addiction throughout history
Lindsay Grace
theconversation.com

Video games are often blamed for unemployment, 
violence in society and addiction – including by 

partisan politicians raising moral concerns.
Blaming video games for social or moral decline 

might feel like something new. But fears about the 
effects of recreational games on society as a whole are 
centuries old. History shows a cycle of apprehension 
and acceptance about games that is very like events of 
modern times.

From ancient Egyptian hieroglyphs, historians 
know that the oldest examples of board games trace 
back to the game of senet around 3100 B.C.

One of the earliest known written descriptions of 
games dates from the fifth century B.C. The Dialogues 
of the Buddha, purport to record the actual words of 
the Buddha himself. In them, he is reported to say that 
“some recluses…while living on food provided by the 
faithful, continue addicted to games and recreations; 
that is to say…games on boards with eight or with 10, 
rows of squares.”

That reference is widely recognized as describing 
a predecessor to chess – a much-studied game with an 
abundant literature in cognitive science and psychology. 
In fact, chess has been called an art form and even used 
as a peaceful U.S.-Soviet competition during the Cold 
War.

Despite the Buddha’s concern, chess has not 
historically raised concerns about addiction. Scholars’ 
attention to chess is focused on mastery and the 
wonders of the mind, not the potential of being addicted 
to playing.

Somewhere between the early Buddhist times and 
today, worries about game addiction have given way 
to scientific understanding of the cognitive, social and 
emotional benefits of play – rather than its detriments 
– and even viewing chess and other games as teaching 
tools, for improving players’ thinking, social-emotional 
development and math skills. 

GAMES AND POLITICS

Dice, an ancient invention developed in many early 
cultures, found their way to ancient Greek and Roman 
culture. It helped that both societies had believers in 
numerology, an almost religious link between the divine 
and numbers.

So common were games of dice in Roman culture 
that Roman emperors wrote about their exploits in 
dice games such as Alea. These gambling games were 
ultimately outlawed during the rise of Christianity in 
Roman civilization, because they allegedly promoted 
immoral tendencies.

More often than not, the concerns about games were 
used as a political tool to manipulate public sentiment. 
As one legal historian puts it, statutes on dice games in 
ancient Rome were only “sporadically and selectively 
enforced … what we would call ‘sports betting’ was 
exempted.” The rolling of dice was prohibited because 
it was gambling, but wagering on the outcomes of sport 
were not. Until of course, sports themselves came under 
fire.

The history of the “Book of Sports”, a 17th-century 
compendium of declarations of King James I of England, 
demonstrates the next phase of fears about games. 
The royal directives outlined what sports and leisure 
activities were appropriate to engage in after Sunday 
religious services.

In the early 1600s, the book became the subject 
of a religious tug of war between Catholic and Puritan 
ideals. Puritans complained that the Church of England 
needed to be purged of more influences from Roman 
Catholicism – and liked neither the idea of play on 
Sundays nor how much people liked doing it. In the 
end, English Puritans had the book burned. As a 
Time magazine article put it, “Sport grew up through 
Puritanism like flowers in a macadam prison yard.” 
Sports, like board games of the past, were stifled and the 
subject of much ire in the past and present. 

PINBALL IN THE 20TH CENTURY
In the middle part of the 20th century, one 

particular type of game emerged as a frequent 
target of politician concern – and playing it was even 

outlawed in cities across the country.
That game was pinball. But the parallels with 

today’s concerns about video games are clear.
In her history of moral panics about elements of 

popular culture, historian Karen Sternheimer observed 
that the invention of the coin-operated pinball game 
coincided with “a time when young people – and 
unemployed adults – had a growing amount of leisure 
time on their hands.”

As a result, she wrote, “it didn’t take long for 
pinball to show up on moral crusaders’ radar; just five 
years spanned between the invention of the first coin-
operated machines in 1931 to their ban in Washington, 
D.C., in 1936.”

New York Mayor Fiorello LaGuardia argued that 
pinball machines were “from the devil” and brought 
moral corruption to young people. He famously 
used a sledgehammer to destroy pinball machines 
confiscated during the city’s ban, which lasted from 
1942 to 1976.

His complaints sound very similar to modern-
day concerns that video games contribute to 
unemployment at a time when millennials are one of 
the most underemployed generations.

Even the cost of penny arcade pinball machines 
raised political alarms about wasting children’s 
money, in much the way that politicians declare they 
have problems with small purchases and electronic 
treasure boxes in video games.

As far back as the Buddha’s own teachings, moral 
leaders were warning about addicting games and 
recreations including “throwing dice,” “Games with 
balls” and even “turning somersaults,” recommending 
the pious hold themselves “aloof from such games 
and recreations.” Then, as now, play was caught in 
society-wide discussions that really had nothing to 
do with gaming – and everything to do with keeping 
or creating an established moral order.

[the writer is Knight Chair of 
Interactive Media; Associate Professor of 

Communication, University of Miami]
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Importance of Revisiting and Restoring Folklores 
FIELDWORK REFLECTION

Mongfing Lepcha

The concept of tribe and 
tribal community is often 

contradicted and its exact 
definition is contested among 
the different researchers from 
different fields of studies. 

The idea of “Who is not a 
tribe?” is often debated more 
than understanding the idea of 
“Who is a tribe?” It is said that 
every human being at some 
point of time was part of a tribe 
which relied on the forest and 
nature-based goods. It is the 
influence of the developmental 
phases that came along which 
segregated or rather created 
a hierarchical disintegration 
among the people and with 
every new development the 
disintegration increased. 

The above statement 
emphasises on the idea of 
who is not a tribe, which in 
fact everyone is. With regard 
to understanding who is a 
tribe is simple as it comes 
along with specified criteria 
allotted that distinguishes a 
tribal community and they are; 
communities having their own 
culture, languages, customs and 
institutions. However, these 
given criteria often push us 
towards having a notion of tribal 
people as being detached from 
the developed world. When 
we talk about the lifestyle of a 
tribal community, we think of 
a lifestyle closely connected to 
nature and also a life away from 
the chaos of the modern world. 
It is in a way true to its sense 
but their lifestyle should not be 
judged through the eyes of the 
modernity and development. 
They may be perceived as poor 
people who need help but this 
may not be true at all. The lives 
they live is much more than 
just living, it is about living 
as part of nature and also 
maintaining that pristine bond 
with it. Their daily lives may 
not have all the sophisticated 
acquisitions of the modern 
world but they surely have 
much more meaningful and 
sanctified things that make 
their lives unique. One of such 
thing is the folklore of the 
tribal people. One may simply 
find it as bunch of tales created 
for recreational purposes but 
it is a part of a community’s 

socio-cultural lifestyle which 
also depicts how the overall 
journey of time and space is 
perceived by the community. It 
can be seen that folklore plays 
a vital role in concretizing the 
idea of their indigeneity and 
existence in the piece of land 
they reside in. 

Every folklore somehow 
depicts the significance of why 
and how things are perceived 
in a way they are and what 
causes it to be perceived in 
such a way. 

The study of folklore is 
considered an urgent and 
important call to build a 
bridge between tradition and 
modernity which is parting 
ways due to the forces of 
developmental changes. 
However, the study of folklore 
may have different approaches 
due to its varied nature 
and the way it is perceived. 
We can see that the idea of 
folklore of tribal community 
has been often romanticize by 
researchers who are mostly 
non-tribal people which 
are also the reason why the 
sanctity of the folklores and the 
messages it carries sometimes 
loses its grip. It is of utmost 
importance that folklores 
should be understood taken 
into consideration the time 
and space through which it 
has been passed down and by 
whom. 

In tribal community such as 
the Lepchas, where oral tradition 
was the only mode of passing 
down the life experiences and 
knowledge of one generation to 
the other, their folklores can  be 
considered as one of the pillars 
that holds up their identity. It 
is remarkable knowing the fact 
that there exist such vastness 
in the folklores the community 
possesses which includes 
folklores on ancestry, livelihood, 
clan, the initiation of social 
institution such as marriage, 
mode of existence, war, names 
of places and things, rituals, 
belief system and so forth. As 
a researcher the diversified 
nature of the folklore of the 
Lepcha community fascinates 
me and somehow draws me 
more towards listening and 
visualising the knowledge 
people acquired in the past 
which can be accounted through 
the folklores. Although most 
of the places habituated by the 
Lepchas holds up as many and 
old folklores as their existences 
in that land but sadly now the 
resources from where one 
can acquire the knowledge of 
folklore is limited. This is due to 
the noticeable and undeniable 
fact that now most of the tribal 
lands are under the lenses of 
developmental projects and 
also the influence of modernity 
is altering the lifestyles of this 
tribal community. As such, the 

culture and tradition as a whole 
is being impacted by the drift 
that is taking place with time. 
Apparently, now the tradition 
of narrating folklores in social 
gatherings under the starry 
nights or eagerness in the 
eyes and ears of people sitting 
near the fireplace waiting for 
their grandparents to narrate 
folklores is fading away. Also, the 
era of the elderly generation who 
carries with them the profound 
knowledge of the folklores is on 
the verge of exhaustion. 

Folklores may get considered 
as a pattern of imagination that 
has been shaped up through 
words and actions by ancestors 
and passed down in events as 
a subject of recreation but it 
does hold much deep meaning. 
If modernity harnesses the 
age old culture and tradition 
at this pace and strength then 
it surely will erase an aspect of 
indigeneity and the criteria that 
makes a community as unique 
as a tribe. Hence, it is important 
to revisit, write and restore 
these folklores so that one of the 
aspects of a community’s identity, 
culture and tradition lives through 
time and space even if the mode of 
transmission of this knowledge has 
to be replaced by technology or an 
alternate solution for that matter. 

[the writer is a Research 
Scholar, Department of 

Anthropology, Sikkim University]

Audiovisual archive for NE 
region comes up in Shillong

Shillong, Oct 11 
(PTI): An archive aimed 
at preserving the rich 
audiovisual productions 
of the Northeastern 
region has been 
inaugurated at a college 
here.

Documentary films, 
newsreels, interviews, 
amateur footage, 
sound recordings and 
photographs related to 
the states of the region 
are available in analogue 
and digital formats 
in the archive located 
at the St Anthony’s 
College, project director 
Nathaniel Majaw said.

The Northeast India 
Audiovisual Archive can 
also be accessed online 
at www.nearchive.in.

“The Archive 
endeavours to be more 
than just a storehouse of 
nice trinkets of novelty. 
It will hopefully... be a 
significant repository of 
our legacy, and means of 

collecting knowledge and 
documenting history,” 
Majaw told PTI.

He said individuals, 
organisations and 
institutions can access 
the materials available 
in the archive and also 
contribute to it.

Supported by 
the Sasakawa Peace 
Foundation (SPF) of 
Japan, the archive 
will also be working 
in collaboration with 
Japan’s Yamagata 
I n t e r n a t i o n a l 
Documentary Film 
Festival for their 
expertise, Majaw said.

The SPF carries 
out a range of 
programmes aimed at 
promoting international 
u n d e r s t a n d i n g , 
exchanges and 
cooperation.

At the inaugural 
function of the 
archive on Thursday, 
SPF president 

Shuichi Ohno said the 
Foundation has been 
conducting a project 
entitled “Preserving and 
Sharing Histories and 
Memories of Northeast 
India” to last over the 
next three years and 
more.

“We aim at supporting 
cultural activities that 
allow local communities 
to preserve and share 
their experiences and 
history. Obviously, 
this Northeast India 
Audiovisual Archive 
is one of the most 
significant initiatives and 
today is really an epoch-
making day for us,” he 
said.

Y a m a g a t a 
I n t e r n a t i o n a l 
Documentary Film 
Festival (YIDFF) board 
member Fujioka Asako 
also expressed her 
greeting and best wishes 
to the archive through a 
video message.

Durga Puja Carnival an attempt to divert 
attention from lawless situation: Bengal BJP

Kolkata, Oct 11 
(PTI): West Bengal BJP 
president Dilip Ghosh 
on Friday accused 
Chief Minister Mamata 
Banerjee of trying to 
divert attention from the 
“anarchic and lawless 
situation” prevailing in 
the state by organising 
the grand Durga Puja 
Carnival in the city.

The programme is 
also aimed at diverting 
attention from the 
failures of the TMC 
government and 
Banerjee to protect the 
people, he said.

Claiming that 
several BJP workers 
were killed in West 
Bengal during the puja, 
he asked “Will the 
people be able enjoy a 
carnival when so many 
people are getting 
killed everyday in the 
state?”

Ghosh told 
reporters that during 
Durga Puja five BJP 
workers had been 
killed, excluding 
the triple murder 
in Murshidabad. 
“The school teacher 
who was killed in 
Murshidabad was our 
party supporter. This 
only reflects the law 
and order situation in 

the state and how it 
has completely broken 
down.

“The state 
organizing the Puja 
carnival is nothing but 
an attempt to divert 
attention from the 
anarchic situation in 
the state,” he said.

The BJP has sought 
time from President 
Ram Nath Kovind and 
Union Home Minister 
Amit Shah to apprise 
them about the 
“complete breakdown” 
of law and order in 
West Bengal national 
general secretary 
of the party Kailash 
Vijayvargiya said 
earlier in the day.

The state BJP 
leaders said the 
carnival is an attempt 
to woo the section 
of Hindus who have 
deserted the TMC due 
to its appeasement 
politics.

“The TMC is trying 
to create a hype as 
it wants to reach out 
to the Hindus in the 
state, post its dismal 
performance in the 
Lok Sabha polls. The 
poll results have sent 

out a strong message 
that Hindus can’t be 
taken for granted in 
Bengal,” said a senior 
BJP leader.

Referring to the TMC 
government’s decision 
during a previous 
year to restrict the 
immersion ceremony 
due to Muharram, state 
BJP general secretary 
Sayantan Basu alleged 
that under TMC rule 
Hindus are not being 
allowed to freely 
practice their religion 
in the state.

“The TMC 
government should 
apologize to the people 

for restricting the 
immersion ceremony 
of Durga Puja for 
Muharram. There 
are also instances 
of Saraswati Puja 
not being allowed 
in various parts of 
Bengal. Now after the 
Lok Sabha election 
result TMC has realized 
that their days in 
power in the state are 
numbered,” Basu said.

The BJP bagged 
18 out of the 42 Lok 
Sabha seats in the state 
in 2019, just four less 
than the ruling TMC. 
The TMC’s tally came 
down from 34 in 2014 
to 22 seats.

The Trinamool 
Congress, however, 
refused to attach much 
importance to Ghosh’s 
comment and said 
the BJP was trying to 
deflect attention of 
the people from the 
economic downturn 
facing the country.

“The BJP should 
stop making baseless 
allegations. The law 
and order situation in 
Bengal is fine and the 
BJP is trying to disturb 
it. It (BJP) is trying 
to deflect attention 
from the economic 
downturn through 
its propaganda of 
muscular nationalism,” 
senior TMC leader 
Tapas Roy said.

A total of 75 
community pujas from 
in and around the city, 
all recipients of ‘Biswa 
Bangla Sharad Samman, 
2019’ instituted by 
the state government 
participated in the 
carnival on Friday, 
officials said.

Banerjee, her 
cabinet colleagues 
and many foreigners, 
including officials of 
consulates of different 
countries, were present 
on the occasion.

Five more Bru families return 
to Mizoram from Tripura

Aizawl, Oct 11 (PTI): 
Five more Bru families 
were repatriated from 
relief camps in Tripura 
to their native Mizoram 
on Friday, a top Mizoram 
government official said.

Mizoram Home 
Secretary Lalbiakzama 
said at least 64 Bru 
families have returned 
from Tripura since the 
commencement of the 
9th and final round of 
repatriation on October 
3.

Lalbiakzama said 
the process to bring 
back 4,447 Bru families 
from the six camps in 
North Tripura district 
was scheduled to be 
completed by November 

30.
He said some 

“ a n t i - r e p a t r i a t i o n 
elements” had 
obstructed the exercise 
by organising road 
blockade at Asapara 
camp on Monday and 
Wednesday and also 
warned families willing 
to return to Mizoram 
against it.

Some such families 
still wanted to return to 
Mizoram, Lalbiakzama 
claimed.

Six Bru 
organisations, including 
the Mizoram Bru 
Displaced People’s 
Forum (MBDPF), which 
had signed an agreement 

with the Centre and 
the governments of 
Mizoram and Tripura 
in Delhi on July 3, 
2018, are opposing the 
repatriation efforts, he 
said.

Bru leaders 
like Phillip Apeto, 
general secretary 
of the Mizoram Bru 
Indigenous Democratic 
Movement, are insisting 
on creation of a 
separate autonomous 
district council under 
the 6th schedule of the 
Constitution to ensure 
that those belonging to 
the community, lodged 
in relief camps in Tripura 
for the last 22 years, do 
not lose their distinctive 
identity.
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Iran women freely attend football match for first time in decades
Tehran, Oct 10 (AFP): 
Waving flags and 
snapping selfies, 
thousands of Iranian 
women on Thursday 
attended a football 
match freely for the 
first time in decades, 
after FIFA threatened to 
suspend the country over 
its controversial stadium 
restrictions.

Elated female fans 
wore the national green, 
white and red flag 
around their shoulders 
and over their hair as 
they streamed into a 
tiny section of Tehran’s 
100,000-capacity Azadi 
Stadium for Iran’s 2022 
World Cup qualifier 
against Cambodia.

Some donned 
sporty hats over their 
headscarves, while 
others painted their 
faces with the colours of 
the flag.

Their beaming smiles 
underscored a day that 
felt victorious for Iranian 
women, even before the 
match began.

And with every 
goal the Iranian team 
scored, the cheers in the 
women’s section grew 
louder.

By the middle of the 
second half, Iran was 
leading with a blowout 
of 9-0.

For nearly 40 years, 
the Islamic republic 
has barred female 
spectators from entering 
football and other sports 
stadiums, with clerics 
arguing women must 
be shielded from the 
masculine atmosphere 
and sight of semi-clad 
men.

Last month, world 
football’s governing 

body FIFA ordered Iran 
to allow women access 
to stadiums without 
restriction and in 
numbers determined by 
demand for tickets.

- ‘WOMEN OF 
FREEDOM’ -

That came after 
the death of Sahar 
Khodayari, who set 
herself ablaze last 
month outside a court 
in fear of being jailed for 
trying to attend a match.

Dubbed “Blue 
Girl” because of the 

colours of the club she 
supported -- Esteghlal 
FC -- she had reportedly 
been detained last year 
when trying to enter a 
stadium dressed as a 
boy.

Her death sparked 
an outcry, with many 
calling for Iran to be 
banned and matches 
boycotted.

Around 4,500 
women managed to 
get their hands on 
tickets for Thursday’s 
match, which was 

thinly attended overall, 
with only some 10,000 
spectators in total.

Even before the 
starting whistle blew, 
female fans cheered 
joyfully as the name of 
each Iranian player 
was announced over 
the loudspeakers, an 
AFP journalist at the 
stadium said.

But many women 
who were unable to 
get tickets in time for 
the game were left 
disappointed.

“I’m 18 years old, and 
for 14 years I’ve dreamt 
of going to a stadium,” 
student Guelareh told 
AFP.

“But I didn’t get a 
ticket.” While it is not 
the first time women 
have attended football 
matches in Iran, it is 
the first time they have 
been allowed to buy 
tickets.

On previous 
occasions, attendees 
have been handpicked 
by the authorities.

Saluting the move, 
pro-reform newspaper 
Sazandegui published 
a photograph of 
two female football 
supporters, coupled 
with the headline:

“The women of 
freedom.” For some men 
too, Thursday’s game was 
worthy of celebration.

“It’s a great feeling 
that we’re here together, 
finally. We only wish 
this can continue in the 
future,” a male fan told 
AFP.

A FIFA delegation 
attended Thursday’s 
match to ensure Iran 
honoured its pledge to 
allow women in.

Jamie Maclaren hits 
hat-trick as Socceroos 

stroll to win over Nepal
Canberra, 11 Oct: The 
Socceroos attack is 
starting to click under 
coach Graham Arnold 
after they thrashed 
Nepal 5-0, but they still 
left their World Cup 
qualifier frustrated on 
Thursday night. Australia 
had all the possession 
and territory, creating 
countless chances but 
struggled to finish 
against the team ranked 
161 in the world. 

The Socceroos were 
never challenged and 
dominated from start 
to finish against the 
Group B minnows as 
Jamie Maclaren scored 
his first international 
hat-trick. Maclaren had 
scored just one goal in 13 
appearances leading into 
the game but showed his 
class in front of 18,563 
fans in Canberra.

Australia opened the 
scoring with a set-piece 
move on six minutes 
when Aaron Mooy 
found Craig Goodwin 
and his low drive could 
not be contained before 
Maclaren fired in the 
blocked shot. 

The second goal 
arrived when Aziz 
Behich crossed for Ryhan 
Grant who headed back 
across the face of goal for 

Maclaren to score from 
point-blank range on 19 
minutes. Harry Souttar 
then made it three as the 
198cm defender scored 
on debut after heading 
in a well-hit Goodwin 
corner. 

It should have been 
4-0 on the stroke of 
half-time when Mathew 
Leckie scored a deflected 
goal that was incorrectly 
ruled offside by the 
linesman. Goodwin 
looked certain to score 
his first international 
goal in the second half 
but his back-post header 
was denied sharply 
by goalkeeper Kiran 
Chemjong.

Souttar celebrated a 
brace when he headed 
home on 59 minutes but 
the shot took a deflection 
and it officially went 
down as an own goal to 
Dinesh Rajbanshi. And 
Maclaren completed 
his hat-trick in the 90th 
minute after collecting 
the ball from Irvine’s 
chest inside the box and 
finishing sharply. 

The Socceroos have 
begun their road to 
Qatar 2022 with two 
strong wins and now face 
Taiwan away on Tuesday 
before players return to 
their clubs.

Divij Sharan is now Asia’s top-ranked doubles player
New Delhi, Oct 11 
(PTI): Divij Sharan has 
become not only India’s 
number one but also the 
top-ranked Asian in the 
ATP doubles list with 
a recent three-place 
jump that took him 
to number 42 in the 
world.

All the 41 players 
above him are pre-
dominantly from 
Europe, USA and a few 
from South American 
countries like Brazil 
and Argentina.

“It feels great to 
reach this milestone. 
It’s something that will 
stay with me for the 
rest of my life,” Divij 
told PTI.

With an eye on 
Tokyo Olympics, 
the left-handed 
player from Delhi 
joined forces with 
compatriot Rohan 
Bopanna and began 
the partnership with a 
bang, winning the Tata 
Open Maharashtra.

However, the 
partnership didn’t 

last long as following 
a string of poor 
results, their rankings 
in 40s did not allow 
them to enter bigger 
tournaments as a 
team.

Consequently, Divij 
was forced to switch 
partners throughout 

the season.
In 28 tournaments 

played this year, 
Divij paired with 10 
different partners, 
getting decent results 
with Brazil’s Marcelo 
Demoliner, with whom 
he reached the final 
of the BMW Open in 

Munich. He also won 
the St Petersburg Open 
with Slovakia’s Igor 
Zelenay.

“It’s true I have 
played with different 
partners but I have 
had some consistent 
partnerships in the last 
52 weeks with Artem, 

Rohan and Marcelo. 
It’s been different 
dynamics in all these 
partnerships but I have 
tried to focus on my 
game and how best 
I can contribute to 
the team,” said Divij, 
an employee of the 
Indian Oil.

Divij said he and 
Bopanna are coming 
back together on the 
Tour. “Rohan and I 
had to split because 
we were not getting 
into the bigger 
tournaments together. 
We are both looking 
forward to playing 
with each other at 
the Olympics. We 
will try to play some 
tournaments together 
leading up to the 
Games. In fact we are 
going to play together 
at the Stockholm 
Open next week.” Both 
Divij and Bopanna, 
who is ranked 44, are 
beneficiaries of the 
government’s Target 
Olympic Podium 
Scheme (TOPS).

Antoine Griezmann and the question of where he fits in at Barcelona
SID LOWE
ThEgUARDIA
Madrid, 11 Oct:

“That’s a good question,” 
Antoine Griezmann 

replied but he wasn’t 
daft enough to actually 
answer it. With that line, 
he had said enough. On 
the eve of last week’s 
Champions League match 
against Internazionale, 
Griezmann was asked if 
he would play better on 
the right. The question 
was leading and what 
came next was even more 
telling than his response. 
The following night he 
was withdrawn after an 
hour. Four days later, he 
spent the Sevilla match 
on the bench. Barcelona 
had paid €120m for him 
but the first time all their 
senior forwards were 
available he was left 
out in favour of a front 
three made up of Lionel 
Messi, Luis Suárez and 
Ousmane Dembélé.

After the win over 
Villarreal last month, 
in which he scored the 
opener, Griezmann noted 
a little pointedly: “Three 
goals isn’t bad, is it?” It 

is not – at the time he 
was the club’s top scorer 
and a fortnight on only 
Suárez has more – and 
no one is suggesting he 
is bad either. But there 
is a predictable problem, 
a difficulty finding his 
place.

On his home debut, 
against Real Betis in 
August, Griezmann 
scored twice, celebrating 
by throwing blue and red 
confetti into the air. He 
had copied that from the 
basketball player LeBron 
James; he had copied 
the goal too, saying: “I 
see Messi doing it in 
training.”

It felt as if there 
was something in the 
remark that spoke of 
hierarchies and a desire 
to ingratiate himself. He 
had known his arrival 
was not universally 
popular after the way he 
had turned Barcelona 
down a summer before 
he actually signed, the 
decision played out in 
a TV documentary. “If I 
have to say sorry, I’ll do 
it on the pitch,” he had 
said but that has not 

been easy. Last week he 
admitted he and Messi 
are quiet, so “it’s not easy 
for us to talk”. And on 
Thursday Messi had to 
deny suggestions he had 
not wanted Griezmann to 
come at all.

But beyond all those 
other considerations, 
this comes down to 
something simple that 
is not so simple after 
all: football, where to 
fit the Frenchman in. 
At the same time as 

he said it was a “lie” 
to suggest he had not 
wanted Griezmann, 
Messi admitted that, yes, 
he had wanted Barcelona 
to sign Neymar and 
thus revive that famous 
“trident”. In it, Neymar’s 
role is to play where the 
Frenchman is currently 
playing – or, more 
accurately, where he is 
having to play. As for the 
other two members of 
that front three, they play 
where Griezmann would 

best play.
At Real Sociedad, 

Griezmann played on 
the left of a front three, 
but that was five years 
ago. His emergence 
as one of the world’s 
best players at Atlético 
Madrid came with him 
in one of two positions, 
or sometimes both at 
the same time: off the 
right or off the front, 
through the middle. In 
other words, Messi’s 
or Suárez’s position. 

It is one thing to copy 
Messi when he is not 
there; another to do 
it when he is. When 
the rest returned he 
was pushed to the left 
wing, the place he had 
left behind, away from 
his natural spheres of 
influence.

“I’ve just arrived, 
it’s a different position, 
I have to change my 
movements, improve,” 
Griezmann admitted. 
“I need to get into the 

game more, improve 
my play on the wing. 
My teammates want the 
best from me and so do 
I.”

He is an intelligent 
striker with an enormous 
capacity for work, 
prepared to sacrifice 
himself for others. It is 
early and he probably can 
relearn a left-sided role. 
He is too good to give up 
on, not to integrate, not 
to seek a solution, but 
it may take time and 
imagination. Maybe an 
entire new formation, 
which risks making 
matters worse. It may 
take difficult decisions 
too. If he does not get 
left out, who does? 
It is not going to be 
Messi, so Suárez?There 
are also alternatives 
to him and if there is 
one thing worse than 
playing out of position 
it is not playing at all. In 
his absence, it worked. 
When he was replaced 
by Dembélé, it was far 
from perfect but the fit 
was that little bit more 
natural. The good news 
for Griezmann is that 

Dembélé was sent off 
at the end of the Sevilla 
game for calling the 
referee “very bad”, and 
he will be suspended for 
two games – including 
the clásico. There is no 
better match in which 
to make a point. But can 
he from out there on 
the wing? If Ansu Fati is 
fit, it is not unthinkable 
that he still does not 
start then, either.

“Where do you think 
Griezmann plays best?” 
Ernesto Valverde was 
asked before the Inter 
game. “In the forward 
line,” he shot back 
swiftly, tongue slightly 
in his cheek, knowing 
where this was going. 
“I think he looks good 
on the left; he can play 
there. I don’t think it’s 
a bad idea for him to 
play on the left or in the 
middle,” the Barcelona 
manager continued, 
before adding a little 
sarcastically, “but, yeah, 
I’ll have a think about 
him on the right.”

There is a question 
there and, as Griezmann 
said, it is a good one.

Kumble named head coach of Kings XI Punjab
New Delhi, Oct 11 
(PTI): Former India 
skipper Anil Kumble 
has been appointed 
as the head coach of 
Kings XI Punjab for the 
upcoming season of 
the Indian Premier 
League (IPL).

According to 
ESPNcricinfo, Kumble 
has been put in charge 
of “all cricket-related 
affairs” of the team 
and will be making a 
presentation to the 
team management 
regarding his plans on 
October 19.

KXIP co-owner 
Mohit Burman said 
Kumble will also take 
a call on Ravichandran 
Ashwin’s future with 
the team on the same 
day. Ashwin, who 
captained the side in 
the past two seasons, is 
expected to be traded 
to Delhi Capitals ahead 
of the next season.

Kumble, who had 
a brief stint with the 
Indian men’s team as 
head coach between 
2016 and 2017, is 
currently the only 
Indian coach in the IPL.

For the 48-year-
old, Kings XI will be 
the third IPL team that 
he will be involved 
with, having featured 
as a player and later 
captain with Royal 
Challengers Bangalore 
in 2008.

He had also joined 
Mumbai Indians in 
2013 as a mentor 
before quitting in 
2015. He then joined 
the Indian team as 

the chief coach but it 
ended acrimoniously 
in 2017 after his 
relationship with 
skipper Virat Kohli 
became “untenable”.

Kumble is the 
fifth coach to join the 
Punjab franchise in the 
last five editions.

Earlier, Sanjay 
Bangar (2014-2016), 
Virender Sehwag 
(2017), Brad Hodge 
(2018) and Mike 
Hesson (2019) had 
served as head coach 
of the team, which 
finishing at the 
bottom in 2015 and 
2016, before signing 
off at fifth, seventh 
and sixth in the last 
three seasons.Kings 
XI had reached the 
semifinals in 2008 
and finished second-
best after losing in the 
final to Kolkata Knight 
Riders in the 2014 
edition.
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Kurdish civilians flee as Turkish forces continue to bomb Syria
MIChAEL SAFI
Amman, 11 Oct 
[ t h e G u a r d i a n ] : 
Kurdish civilians were 
fleeing from key towns 
in north-eastern Syria as 
Turkish forces continued 
to bombard targets for a 
third consecutive day and 
Donald Trump raised the 
possibility of imposing 
sanctions on Ankara.

There were reports 
on Friday of airstrikes 
and shelling in Ras al-
Ayn and Tel Abyad, the 
Kurdish-held towns that 
have borne the brunt of 
the fighting, as Turkish 
ground troops and their 
allies sought to close in 
on both.

Thousands of 
civilians have fled from 
both towns as well as 
surrounding villages, 
and a camp of at least 
4,000 displaced Syrians 
near Ras al-Ayn had been 
evacuated by Friday 
afternoon after Turkish 
artillery landed nearby, 
Kurdish administrators 
said.

Kurdish activists 
reported more civilian 
deaths near the towns 
of Qamishli and Derik, 

though their claims could 
not be independently 
verified. The Turkish 
defence ministry has 
denied conducting 
operations in either area.

Tel Abyad’s hospital 
was closed after most 
of its staff left, Doctors 
Without Borders said 
on Friday. “Our staff in 
Tel Abyad witnessed 
the town, that was once 
filled with life, become 
deserted,” said Robert 
Onus, the group’s 
emergency manager for 
Syria.

About 64,000 
people have fled Syria 

since the campaign 
began, according to the 
International Rescue 
Committee aid group. 
The Kurdish Red Crescent 
said on Thursday night 
that 11 civilians had been 
killed in the fighting, 
including an 11-year-old 
boy in Qamishli.

Clashes were 
reported overnight at 
different spots along the 
border, from Ain Diwar 
at the Iraqi frontier, to 
Kobani, more than 250 
miles (400km) to the 
west.

Kurdish officials 
in the Al-Hawl camp, 

where around 400 
guards watch over more 
than 60,000 female 
members of Islamic 
State and their children, 
claimed there were 
violent demonstrations 
on Friday morning that 
they characterised as a 
failed escape attempt. 
Such unrest has been 
frequent in the camp in 
recent months.

The reports of the 
fighting, as well as 
concerns over the fate of 
about 11,000 detained 
Islamic State fighters 
and their families 
fuelled criticism of 

the Turkish offensive 
in Washington, where 
the president is under 
increasing pressure to 
lay down red lines for 
Ankara.

Trump’s abrupt 
decision on Sunday to 
clear US soldiers from the 
Turkish-Syrian border 
in effect gave Turkey a 
green light to attack the 
US-backed and Kurdish-
dominated Syrian 
Democratic Forces (SDF). 
It has led to withering 
criticism from his allies 
in Congress, in the 
evangelical movement 
and in Israel.

Trump said on 
Thursday that he hoped 
he could mediate 
between Turkey and 
the SDF but kept open 
the possibility of doing 
“something very, very 
tough with respect to 
sanctions and other 
financial things” against 
Ankara.

A senior US official 
told the Guardian on 
Thursday that certain 
Turkish actions could 
trigger American 
sanctions.

“That would include 

ethnic cleansing,” the 
official said. “It would 
include in particular 
indiscriminate artillery, 
air and other fire directed 
at civilian population. 
That is what we’re 
looking at right now. We 
have not seen significant 
examples of that so far.”

The French foreign 
minister, Jean-Yves Le 
Drian, has called for an 
emergency meeting of the 
coalition of more than 30 
countries created to fight 
Isis. France’s European 
affairs minister said next 
week’s European Union 
summit would discuss 
sanctions on Turkey over 
its action in Syria.

The SDF remained 
in control of the camps 
and prisons holding 
Isis detainees and their 
families, a US state 
department official said.

Turkish defence 
officials claim their 
forces have killed 277 
Kurdish militants, a 
figure that could not 
be verified. They said 
one Turkish soldier was 
killed overnight, the first 
confirmed casualty on 
their side.

Elizabeth Warren’s deadpan quip 
in LGBT debate wins plaudits

SARAh MARSh
Washington DC, 11 
Oct [theGuardian]: 
It’s the type of tricky 
question designed to 
trip up a presidential 
candidate. But the 
US senator Elizabeth 
Warren’s deadpan 
response when quizzed 
about same-sex marriage 
during a TV debate drew 
applause and widespread 
admiration.

During the CNN 
forum on LGBT issues on 
Thursday, Morgan Cox, 
the chair of the Human 
Rights Campaign board of 
directors, asked Warren 
how she would react to 
a supporter who said: 
“I’m old-fashioned and 
my faith teaches me that 
marriage is between one 
man and one woman.”

Warren replied: “Well, 
I’m going to assume it’s a 
guy who said that. And 
I’m going to say, then just 
marry one woman. I’m 
cool with that. Assuming 
you can find one.”

The Democratic 
candidate’s popularity in 
the polls has been rising 
steadily and she is now 
considered a serious 
challenger to Joe Biden, 
the early frontrunner 

to be the party’s 2020 
presidential nominee.

Before the event, 
Warren put forward a 
plan to further secure 
LGBT rights and 
declared her support 
for the Equality Act, 
which is backed by most 
Democrats. If passed, 
the bill would add LGBT 
protections to federal 
anti-discrimination law.

She also promised to 
elevate LGBT concerns 
by appointing a special 
envoy at the state 
department.

Warren later 
reflected on how faith 
has an influence on many 
people’s views about the 
LGBT community, and 
recited the first song she 
remembered learning as 
a child in Oklahoma.

“They are yellow, 
black and white. They 
are precious in his 
sight. Jesus loves all the 
children of the world,” 
she sang.

“That was the basis 
of the faith I grew up in,” 
she said, growing more 
serious. “It truly is about 
the preciousness of 
each and every life. It is 
about the worth of every 
human being.

Franco’s remains to be moved in next two weeks US mayors seek to bypass Trump 
with direct role at UN climate talks

Richard Orange
theGuardian

US mayors are seeking 
to go over President 

Trump’s head and 
negotiate directly at 
next month’s UN climate 
change conference in 
Santiago, they said as 
they met in Copenhagen 
for the C40 World Mayors 
Summit.

Los Angeles mayor 
Eric Garcetti, who rallied 
US mayors to commit 
to the Paris climate 
agreement after Trump 
announced his intention 
to withdraw the country 
in 2017, said he would 
ask the UN secretary 
general, António 
Guterres, on Thursday 
to give American cities a 
new role in UN climate 
talks.

“I’m going to bring it 
up with the UN secretary 
general,” Garcetti said. “If 
cities are invited to be at 
the table, I believe they 
will help accelerate the 
work that needs to be 
done. Hopefully, we can 
do it in concert with our 
national governments, 
but [we can do it] even 
where there is conflict.”

Garcetti, who 
was announced on 
Wednesday as the next 
chair of the C40 group 
of global cities, said he 
would use his position to 
seek “a more formal role 
in the deliberations” at 
the conference.

“The United Nations 
works directly with cities 
all the time ... so they 
shouldn’t feel feel scared 
about jumping down to 
that local level,” he said.

Garcetti was in 
Copenhagen with 11 
other mayors of US cities 
that as members of the 
C40 have committed to 
bring net emissions to 
zero by 2050.

According to the C40, 
carbon emissions are 
now declining in Boston, 
Chicago, Los Angeles, 
New Orleans, New 
York City, Philadelphia, 
Portland, San Francisco 
and Washington DC, as 
well as 21 non-US cities. 
A full 435 US mayors 
representing 71 million 
Americans have now 
signed up to Garcetti’s 
Climate Mayors 
organisation, committing 
them to adopt and uphold 

the Paris agreement.
“When [Trump] 

pulled out of Paris, the 
mayors jumped in,” 
Boston mayor Marty 
Walsh told the Guardian 
at the conference. “I think 
that Donald Trump’s 
inaction in the long run 
hopefully will be good for 
the climate, because it’s 
energised and activated 
more mayors to do 
more.”

Boston’s government 
on Thursday released 
an updated climate 
plan that included a 
demand that all new city 
buildings have a climate-
neutral design, and that 
standards be brought 
in to decarbonise large 
buildings. LA last month 
approved a plan to build 
a giant 400MW solar 
project that will capture 
and store enough energy 
to power 283,330 homes.

Walsh, Garcetti and 
others were scathing in 
their assessment of the 
US president.

“I think that we have 
gotten so caught up in 
the noise around Donald 
Trump and his tweets,” 
Walsh said. “You can’t 
govern by Twitter, by 
attacking and insulting 
people, insulting women, 
insulting people, a 
college kid. You can’t 
govern like that.”

He said he believed 
Trump’s denial of the 
climate crisis was partly 
due to simple ignorance.

“One, he’s denying it 
for his friends in certain 
industries, and number 
two, I think he’s denying 
it because he knows 
nothing about it,” he said.

Garcetti said Trump 
had been an obstacle to 
LA’s plans.

“We would love to 
have a president who 
was a partner instead 
of a polluter,” he said. 
“Literally in California, 
he’s forcing us to pollute 
ourselves and change 
our own rules that 
we’ve made for our own 
cities and own state, 
with car companies and 
ourselves. It’s crazy.”

As well as enacting 
ambitious city-level 
actions to reduce climate 
change, mayors are 
also suing the federal 
government to prevent it 
from interfering with their 

efforts.
“We’re suing to 

hold on to our clean-air 
protections, and to push 
forward with our fuel 
efficiency standards, our 
clean water,” Garcetti said.

At the same time, the 
federal government’s 
refusal to acknowledge 
the severity of the problem 
is starting to backfire, as 
extreme weather events 
have become too frequent 
for voters to ignore, and 
Republican-led state 
governments and the 
federal government are 
forced to act.

New Orleans mayor 
LaToya Cantrell pointed 
to the “fair share” deal 
she reached in May with 
Louisiana’s Republican 
governor, John Bel 
Edwards, to repair the 
city’s roads, canals and 
pipes, and improve 
stormwater management.

“We saw bipartisan 
support and a shift that 
we have never seen before 
at a state level,” she said. 
“And it is because of, 
one, the rate of rain that 
we’re seeing, and also the 
actions that are required 
to mitigate the city from 
flooding.”

Cantrell said she now 
hoped to see a similar shift 
at a federal level, after a 
recent surge in spending 
on emergency measures 
to counter extreme 
climate events.

New Orleans this 
summer suffered two so-
called 100-year storms 
over just two months, she 
said, at one point receiving 
more than 20mm of rain in 
90 minutes. The city is also, 
she said, losing “a football 
field every 100 minutes” 
to coastal erosion, while 
the Mississippi River 
has hit the highest levels 
recorded in 200 years.

“The amount of 
money that the federal 
government has had to put 
forward in a very limited 
time – just over a year – is 
extremely significant,” she 
said. “It’s more than the 
federal government has 
had to put out in decades. 
So, the dollar speaks.

“I think we will 
continue to see the federal 
government paying more 
attention, because you 
cannot deny the impact 
that it’s having on our 
cities.”

SAM JONES
Madrid, 11 Oct 
[theGuardian]: The 
remains of the Spanish 
dictator Francisco Franco 
will be exhumed from the 
state mausoleum where 
they have lain since his 
death in 1975 within 
the next two weeks, 
the government has 
announced.

Disinterring Franco 
from his tomb in the 
Valley of the Fallen near 
Madrid has been one 
of the key promises of 
Spain’s ruling socialist 
party, the PSOE, since it 
came to power in June 
last year. However, its 
efforts have been bitterly 
opposed by the dictator’s 
family.

At the end of 
September, the supreme 
court ruled that Franco’s 

body could be removed 
and reinterred in the 
Mingorrubio municipal 
cemetery outside Madrid 
where his wife, Carmen 
Polo, is buried.

Speaking after a 
weekly cabinet meeting, 
the acting deputy prime 
minister, Carmen Calvo, 
said the dictator’s 
remains would be 
exhumed by 25 October. 
She said the Franco 
family would be given 
48 hours’ notice of the 
removal and reburial in 
case they wished to be 
present.

Calvo said the body 
of Franco, who she 
said was “the author 
of a dark chapter of 
the country’s past”, 
would be treated with 
the “absolute respect” 
that all human remains 

deserved.
The socialist party, 

led by the acting prime 
minister, Pedro Sánchez, 
has long argued that 
the basilica and its 
150-metre (490ft) cross 
are a monument to 
the Franco regime that 
glorifies the winners 
of the civil war rather 
than commemorating its 
500,000 victims.

The Valley of the 
Fallen, which was 
partly built by captured 
republicans and political 
prisoners, is a mass grave 
containing the remains of 
more than 30,000 people 
who fought on either side 
of the war.

Only two graves are 
marked – those of Franco 
and José Antonio Primo 
de Rivera, the founder of 
the Falangist party.
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FASHION ICON GWEN STEFANI: There’s no doubt about it: Gwen 
Stefani is the most fashionable star out there! The multi-platinum 
recording artist will be honored at the 2019 E! People’s Choice 
Awards for her sartorial style as the recipient of this year’s Fashion 
Icon Award. Stefani is the second to receive the award in its history 
after Victoria Beckham took home the prize in 2018.
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Aries:
The decisions you make are yours and yours 
alone. No explanation needed. If you have cho-
sen to walk away from something the world 
perceives as significant, don’t look back. You are 
being guided by your higher self right here and 
in this moment. For some of you, this is a time of 
consciously cultivating meaningful relationships. 
Remember, elimination is an integral part of this 
process.
Tip: Choose yourself.
Taurus:
Your winning streak is strong, Taurus. And that 
charisma? Let’s not even get started about that. 
Trust yourself to achieve the impossible. This 
chapter of your life calls for big dreams and big 
actions. Remember, a healthy body and mind 
are integral to your success. Know when to push 
yourself to do more and when to rest.
Tip: A healthy body and mind will support you to 
achieve the impossible.
Gemini:
Let go of the need to arrive at your desired desti-
nation at a given time. The journey is where the 
magic is at, Gemini, and right now you are being 

asked to practice, strike for perfection, and polish 
your skill set. What if doing the same thing ev-
eryday is the secret to your success?
Tip: Become a master of your craft.
Cancer:
Quickie, who? You’re in the mood for a full-
blown fiesta. If you find yourself making your 
way back home as soon as the clock strikes 6, 
you’ve only got the stars to blame, Cancer. Single 
crabs, expect the unexpected, especially if you 
are ready to put yourself out there. The only thing 
you need to keep in mind: sometimes it’s better to 
engage without any strings attached.
Tip: Things are getting heated up around here.
Leo:
Think of this as a resting period. You’re gathering 
your resources and getting ready for the next big 
phase, which promises to be an adventurous one. 
You might need to make a few investments in the 
beginning, especially if the project is yours. En-
sure you have adequate financial reserves. Yes, 
this means having to cut costs at this point. But 
you’ll know why the sacrifice was needed from 
your end once it all comes together.
Tip: Create a reserve.

Virgo:
The real question is: how much are you willing to 
put up with? If you have reached your wit’s end, 
it’s time to make a few changes. The world is not 
going to be happy to see you choose yourself. It 
doesn’t have to. Stop looking outside of yourself 
for support or seek external validation. Some of 
you could be dealing with physical pain at this 
point. Take care of your shoulders and back, Vir-
go. Remember, it’s okay to ask for help.
Tip: Change is Eternal, Perpetual and Immortal.
Libra:
If you want it, go get it, Libra. Stop beating 
around the bush. This chapter of your life re-
quires a direct approach, both personally and pro-
fessionally. You’re gifted with the kind of charm 
that makes it very hard to turn you down. This is 
also a time of elimination; of doing away with the 
things that have served their purpose in your life. 
Listening to your head this time around will help 
you make space for the new.
Tip: Be direct in your approach.
Scorpio:
It’s their loss, not yours. Don’t be weighed down 
by heavy emotions like remorse and sadness. 

Buy yourself a cup of hot chocolate and tell 
yourself five amazing things about you. Self-love 
or narcissism? Who is to tell, Scorpio! Did you 
know that the element of water has been synon-
ymous with healing and rejuvenation since the 
beginning of time? If you don’t have the option 
of spending time by the lake, soak your feet in 
a bucket of salt water and let that negativity go.
Tip: Tell yourself five amazing things about you.
Sagittarius:
Bone-breaking exhaustion. That’s what the 
cards are pointing towards. Take a break, Sag. 
It is more critical now than ever. You have been 
pushing yourself beyond your limits, refusing to 
delegate or seek help. At this rate, you could risk 
everything you have worked so hard for: work, 
health, relationships. Remember, people can’t 
always preempt our needs, given what they are 
going through in their personal lives. There’s no 
shame in asking for support at this point.
Tip: Take that much needed break.
Capricorn:
You are not this or that, Capricorn. Beware of 
compartmentalising yourself. You could be 
freewheeling spirit in the morning, an America-

no-sipping boss babe as soon as the clock strikes 
9, and Cardi B when you find yourself at the club 
later in the night. Embrace the soulful and the 
sensual. Accepting all parts of you will ultimately 
lead to liberation.
Tip: Give yourself the gift of acceptance.
Aquarius:
Trust that Justice will prevail; that good will tri-
umph over evil, and that the goddess will show 
up for you in her myriad forms. The divine fem-
inine energy is at its peak after all! On your part, 
continue to act conscientiously, Aquarius. When 
it comes to decision-making, check in with both 
your head and your heart. Retreating into your 
sacred space before you take action will give you 
the clarity you need at this moment.
Tip: Justice will prevail.
Pisces:
“Maybe our girlfriends are our soulmates and 
guys are just people to have fun with.” What Car-
rie Bradshaw said, Pisces! Get ready for a day of 
joy, celebration and madness. Somebody call 911 
because you and the crew are about the burn up 
the dance floor. But don’t just mingle with those 
you know. Allow yourself to work the room. The 
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Yahya abdul-Mateen II lands lead role in ‘Matrix 4’
Los Angeles, Oct 10 (PTI): Yahya 
Abdul-Mateen II is set to enter the fourth 
installment of the “Matrix” franchise.
Sources told Variety, the “Aquaman” star 
has bagged one of the lead roles in the 
upcoming chapter of the famous 
sci-fi  series.
While it was rumoured a young 
Morpheus (played by Laurence 
Fishburne in previous three 
films) could appear in the movie, 
insiders would not confirm Abdul-
Mateen’s role.

Plot details are currently 
unknown.

Lana Wachowski,  one half of 
the Wachowskis who directed all 
the three films in the franchise 
with sister Lilly,  will  write and 
helm the new project .

Keanu Reeves and Carrie-Anne 
Moss are reprising their roles as 
Neo and Trinity.

Aleksandar Hemon and David 
Mitchell have co-written the 
script with Lana Wachowski.

She is also attached to produce 

with Grant Hill .
Warner Bros Pictures and 

Village Roadshow Pictures will 
back the movie.

The first ,  “Matrix”,  released 
in 1999 followed by “The Matrix 
Reloaded” and “The Matrix 

Revolutions”,  depicted a dystopian 
future where artificial beings 
have taken over humanity, which 
is unknowingly trapped inside 
a simulated reality,  called the 
Matrix.

The trilogy collectively earned 
over USD 1.6 billion worldwide.

disha Patani turns showstopper for Pepsi huemn at Ifw
New Delhi, Oct 9 (PTI): Bollywood 
actor Disha Patani on Wednesday 
walked the ramp for beverage brand 
Pepsi’s foray into the world of 
fashion through a collaboration 
with homegrown ready-to-wear 
label, Huemn at FDCI presents India 
Fashion Week SS’20.

The Pepsi Swag collection 
underlines the brand’s philosophy 
- ‘Interesting is the new cool’. Disha 
said fashion for her meant being 
comfortable in her own skin.

“With each generation, there’s 
a change that needs to happen. It’s 
been happening for a good reason. 
And today, we are here talking about 
how fashion can be combined with 
comfort and still rock a cool look,” 
the actor told reporters at the post-
show press conference.

Created by designer duo Pranav 
Misra and Shyma Shetty, every 

garment comprises Huemn statement 
athleisure incorporating the essence 
of Pepsi, while celebrating the logo 

of the beverage brand. All denim 
fabric used in the collection is made 
using recycled plastic.

robert redford to receive career achievement award at Morelia film fest
Los Angeles, Oct 10 (PTI): 
Veteran actor-filmmaker 
Robert Redford will be 
honoured with the Artistic 
Excellence Award at the 
Morelia Film Fest.

The movie gala, which is 
set to run October 18-27, is 
set to fete the co-founder of 
the Sundance Film Festival 
and one of the most prolific 
actors of his generation.

Morelia will honour 
Redford for his lifetime 
contributions as an actor, 
producer, director and for his 
achievements with Sundance 
and the Natural Resources 
Defense Council, where he 
has served as a trustee of 
the environmental advocacy 
group for nearly 30 years.

According to The 
Hollywood Reporter, 
83-year-old Redford has 

appeared in over 80 films 
during an acting career that 
has spanned six decades. 
He has also backed around 
50 projects in film and TV 
as a producer.

Oscar-winning Mexican 
director Alfonso Cuaron 
was the first recipient of the 
award, which was presented 
last year.

Belgian drama and 

Cannes Palme d’Or winner 
“Young Ahmed” is the 
opening film.

Writer-director James 
Ivory is set to attend the 
event as a special guest.

‘war’ enters rs 200 crore club

Mumbai, Oct 10 (PTI): Hrithik Roshan 
and Tiger Shroff-starrer “War” has crossed 
the Rs 200 crore-mark at the box office in 
its first week, the makers announced on 
Thursday.

Directed by Siddharth Anand and 
produced by Yash Raj Films, the movie 
opened countrywide on October 2.

Hrithik said he is overjoyed and 
humbled about the number of records 
the film has created so far.

“We wanted to make a film that raises 
the bar of action films in India and could 
truly compete with the best of action 
spectacles being made in the West. We 
are all delighted that ‘War’ has done just 
that and is getting incredible love and 
appreciation from audiences across the 
world.

“’War’ is a genre-defining action film 
and I’m extremely happy for the entire 
cast and crew of ‘War’ because we all 

have given our all and more to make this 
film a cut above. I’m delighted that YRF 
has again done something completely 
out-of-the-box and given India a new 
action franchise,” the actor said in a 
statement.

Tiger said he is overwhelmed with 
the response to the film, his first to mint 
Rs 200 crore. “It’s an absolute blessing 
that our film has been accepted widely 
and it’s definitely going to be a special 
one forever because I got to do this with 
my hero my idol Hrithik Roshan who I 
aspire to be and who I am inspired by.

“It is also my first time working with 
Yash Raj Films Production, Adi Chopra 
and I have had such a ball working with 
his production house... I am blessed that 
my first 200 is with such an amazing 
team,” Tiger added.

The action entertainer also stars 
Vaani Kapoor and Ashutosh Rana.


