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Sikkim to host India's biggest 
MMA event on 17 Apr

SAGAR CHETTRI
Gangtok, 16 Mar: 

Sikkim is gearing up to host a 
mega open-air Mixed Martial 

Arts event of the Indian Fight 
Night [IFN] on 17 April here at 
the Paljor Stadium complex. The 
event, being promoted as ‘Battle 
of Warriors- Sikkim MMA,’ is be-
ing organized by FITB 27 in as-
sociation with Alpha Tribe.

Addressing a press confer-
ence here this afternoon, FITB 
27 and Battle of Warriors found-
er, Bishal Chettri, said that this 
will be the biggest international 
MMA event of the country and, 
for the first time ever, will fea-
ture professional fighters from 
India and other countries com-
peting in Sikkim. 

“The main objective behind 
bringing such a major interna-
tional event to my home state is 
to promote MMA in Sikkim and 
motivate local youth to enter 
MMA sports professionally. My 
ultimate hoe is to see our local 
youth participating in the UFC,” 
he shared. 

He informed that 19 profes-
sional fighters have confirmed 
participation in the event, of 
whom 10 are from Australia, 
Germany, the United States and 
Afghanistan and the rest from 
different parts of India.

Mr Chettri added that the 
event will also feature the spe-
cial presence of WWE star, the 
Great Khali, and Fitness Icon of 
India, Sahil Khan, and a perfor-
mance by popular rapper, Bad-
shah and other nationally and 
internationally famed artists. 

He assured that the event 
will follow the COVID-19 proto-
col strictly. 

“Such international level 
events with eminent person-
alities will also help to further 
promote Sikkim tourism. We 
will continuously work to pro-
mote Sikkim on the internation-
al map through such activities 
and motivate our youth towards 
healthy and sporting activities,” 

he added.
He informed that the peo-

ple from Dubai, Singapore and 
some other countries and differ-
ent parts of India have already 
booked tickets for the event, 
adding that a ticket counter will 
also be set up at MG Marg for lo-
cal spectators.

What local fans of the sport 
can also look forward to is the 
participation of MMA fighter 
from Sikkim, Passang Lepcha, 
who hails from Tashiding, West 
Sikkim and had won the cham-
pion’s belt in feather weight 
category at the 7th MMA cham-
pionship held in Delhi in 2019.

Mr Lepcha expressed his 
happiness on getting to compete 

at such a mega event in his home 
state. 

“MMA is already in Sikkim 
having debuted here two years 
back. That said, it like other 
sports but has still not gained 
popularity in the State so such 
an event will definitely help pro-
mote MMA among local youths,” 
he highlighted.

Arjuna Awardee, Jaslal Prad-
han, who is the brand ambassa-
dor of the event, congratulated 
the organizing committee for 
bringing such a big event to Sik-
kim. He expressed excitement 
on being part of the event and 
expressed hope that the event 
motivates youth here towards 
MMA.

7 new cases take Sikkim's 
Covid count to 6,191

Summit Report
Gangtok, 16 Mar: 

After going two days 
without any fresh 

cases, Sikkim reported 
what can only be called 
a "rash" of new infec-
tions today when news 
arrived that seven new 
cases of novel coronavi-
rus have been detected 
here in the last 24 hours. 
Before the no new cases 
days, Sikkim had spent 
nearly a month with dai-
ly cases remaining below 
five with only a few days 
when this sub-5 figure 
was crossed. 

All the new cases 
are from Gangtok and a 
person each has tested 
positive for nCoV from 
Mangar Colony near Gu-
rung Gumpa, Helipad, Sai 
Mandir- Vajra, Tadong, 
near Rey Khola, near the 
Machong PHC, and two 

primary contacts from 
Tintek, Chuba.

Meanwhile, four more 
patients were discharged 
from isolation facilities 
to further improve the 
number of recovered cas-
es of COVID-19 in Sikkim 
to 5,915. 

Sikkim’s tally of 
the confirmed cases of 
COVID-19 reported so far 
has now reached 6,191, 
of which only 44 are ac-
tive cases.

Only two of the seven 
new infections required 
hospitalisation and there 
are currently only 5 
Covid patients in hospital 
in Sikkim.

In his daily health 
bulletin on Tuesday, 
Health Department 
State IEC Officer, Sonam 
Gyaltsen Bhutia detailed 
that the seven new cases 
were detected in the test-

ing of 237 samples on 
Monday. 

While giving details 
of the COVID vaccina-
tion drive, Mr Bhutia 
informed 2,995 people 
received COVID-19 vacci-
nation shots at different 
vaccination sites across 
the State today. He in-
formed that of these, 
2,703 people received 
their first dose while 292 
others completed their 
vaccine schedule with 
the second dose.

Among those vacci-
nated today, there are 
268 healthcare work-
ers [126 first doses and 
142 second dose], 387 
frontline workers [237 
first dose and 150 sec-
ond dose], 406 persons 
in age group of 45 to 59 
years with comorbidities 
and 1,934 above-60 year 
olds.

Union Cabinet approves Rs 9k crore for 
T&D strengthening for Sikkim & Arunachal
Gangtok, 16 Mar 
(PIB): 
The Cabinet Commit-
tee on Economic Affairs, 
chaired by Prime Minister, 
Narendra Modi, in a major 
step towards economic de-
velopment of the States of 
Arunachal Pradesh and Sik-
kim through strengthening 
of Intra - State Transmis-
sion and Distribution sys-
tems has approved the Re-
vised Cost Estimate (RCE) 
of Comprehensive Scheme 
for Strengthening of Trans-
mission & Distribution in 
Arunachal Pradesh and Sik-
kim at an estimated cost of 
Rs. 9129.32 crore.

The scheme is being im-
plemented through POW-
ERGRID, a Public Sector Un-
dertaking (PSU) under Min-
istry of Power in association 
with Sikkim and Arunachal 
Pradesh and is targeted to 
be commissioned in phased 
manner by December 2021 
for awarded scope of works 
and 36 months from RCE 
approval for un-awarded 

packages. After commis-
sioning, the created trans-
mission and distribution 
system will be owned and 
maintained by the respec-
tive State Utilities.

The main objective of 
the scheme is Government 
commitment for the total 
economic development of 
Arunachal Pradesh and Sik-
kim and to strengthen the 
Intra-State Transmission & 
Distribution Infrastructure 
in the states by providing 
grid connectivity to remote 
distant locations.

Implementation of this 
scheme will create a reli-
able power grid and im-
prove States' connectivi-
ty to the upcoming load 
centers, and thus extend 
the benefits of the grid 
connected power to the 
villages and towns in-
cluding the remote and 
border areas and all cat-
egories of consumers of 
beneficiaries in Arunachal 
Pradesh and Sikkim.

The scheme shall also 

increase the per capita 
power consumption of 
these States and shall con-
tribute to the total econom-
ic development.

Implementing agencies 
are hiring a considerable 
number of local manpower 
during their construction 
works, generating a lot of 
employment for skilled and 
unskilled local manpower.

Further after Comple-
tion, since the assets are 
new establishments, addi-
tional local manpower will 
be required for Operation 
& Maintenance as per stan-
dard norms, generating 
considerable additional lo-
cal employment opportuni-
ties for States.

Background:
The scheme was initial-

ly approved in December 
2014 as a Central Sector 
Plan Scheme of Ministry of 
Power and the entire cost 
of the scheme will be borne 
by the Government of India 
through the Plan Scheme of 
Ministry of Power.

Sikkim girls beats Bihar by 2 
wickets in One-Day League

SUMMIT REPORT
Gangtok, 16 Mar:

The second win for 
Sikkim in the Se-

nior Women’s One 
Day League came in 
a nail-biting match 
today at Alur Cricket 
Stadium II at Bengalu-
ru, which was won by 2 
wickets in the last ball 
of the innings, a press 
release informs.

Sikkim won the 
toss and chose to field 
first. In the first in-
nings, Bihar was all-out 
for 186 runs in 47.5 
overs. Apurva Kumari 
scored the highest of 
81 runs for the side. 
Sikkim built the pres-
sure from the beginning 
and the opponent lost 
early wickets to Purni 
Maya Gurung, who took 
2 important wickets in 
the first over of the in-
nings. Captain Sarika-
Koli took 3 wickets for 
the side, TabitaSubba 2 
wickets, PranitaChettri 
and ShristiRai 1 wicket 
each.  

In the second in-
nings, though Sikkim 
lost its opening batter 
early, the situation was 
controlled with the bril-
liant batting byRankiRa-
jak, who scored 74 runs, 
followed by SarikaKoli 
scoring 45 runs, Purni 

Maya Gurung 21 runs, 
TabitaSubba 14 runs 
(not-out), SongkitLha-
mu Lepcha 7 runs, Nan-
dikaKumari 6 runs, 
PranitaChettri 4 runs, 
TsheringOngmu Lep-
cha 2 runs, and Shristi-
Rai was 1 run (not-
out). 

At the end of the 
game the players 
showed a matured 
game sense and gave 
the strike to Tabita-
Subba who was a set 
batter at that moment 
and a complete team 
game was showcased, 
converting it to a win.  

“One of the biggest 
wins by Sikkim in the 
history of SICA. A job 
well done by the res-
olute players of the 
senior women team. 
Good guidance by the 
support staff led to 
a convincing victory. 
SICA family is proud 
of their achievement 
thus far,” saidpresi-
dent,Lobzang G Ten-
zing.

Sikkim has earned 
8 Point(s) so far in the 
tournament. The next 
match will be played 
against Mizoram on 
17 March at Alur 
Cricket Stadium III, 
Bengaluru.

Athletic club from Thami Dara 
churning out medal winners

SUMMIT REPORT
GANGTOK, 16 Mar: 

Members of Bright Fu-
ture Athletic Club at 

Thami Dara, Reshithang 
in East District gave im-
pressive performances 
in the athletic events of 
the recently concluded 
district-level 1st Inter 
School Junior Olympic 
Games 2020-21 under 
‘Sports for Peace and 
Development’ Vertical of 
Khelo India for East Dis-
trict. 

While representing 
their respective schools 
in the district-level com-

petition, young members 
of the club have won nine 
gold medals in running 
events of the competi-
tion. In different running 
events, Sapana Khanal 
and Sabina Rai bagged 
two gold medals each, 

while Jharna Thatal, Sub-
ash Rai, Divya Pandey, 
Buddha Sherpa and Ad-
itya Thatal won a gold 
medal each.

Speaking to Summit 
Times, 

No conclusive data to form direct link 
between deaths, air pollution: Centre
New Delhi, 16 Mar [PTI]: There is no conclusive 
data available to establish a direct correlation of 
death and disease exclusively due to air pollution, 
Minister of State for Health Ashwini Choubey told 
the Rajya Sabha on Tuesday.

He was responding to a question on whether the 
government has undertaken any study about the 
ill effects caused by pollution on asthma patients, 
lungs of children and pregnant women in the country 
during the last three months of year 2019.

In a written reply, Mr Choubey said air pollution 
is one of the many factors affecting respiratory ail-
ments and associated diseases. Health is impacted 
by a number of factors which includes food habits, 
occupational habits, socio-economic status, med-
ical history, immunity, heredity of the individuals 
apart from the environment, he said.
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RUCHI DIAGNOSTIC CLINIC
Behind telephone Exchange Near Old STNM Hospital. Gangtok

PH: 03592-203333, 204876, 8509373970
EXISTING FACILITIES:
ULTRASOUND
DIGITAL X-RAY
ECHOCARDIOGRAPHY
COLOR DOPPLER
PATHOLOGY
MICROBIOLOGY
BIOCHEMISTRY
ENDOSCOPY
B M D
E C G
DENTAL O P G
GASTRO CLINIC
PAEDIATRIC CLINIC
MEDICAL CLINIC
ORTHO CLINIC
E N T CLINIC
GYNEA CLINIC
PHYSIOTHERAPY
SPECIALISED TESTS
BLOOD COLLECTION CENTRES 
AT :
	 Sushruta Medical, 
	 Ranipool. 			 
	

	 Arihant Medical, Opp.
	 CRH gate, 5th Mile.

COMPLETE E N T FACILITIES 
UNDER ONE ROOF

ENT O P D Monday to Friday
10.00 am to 2.30 pm

1.ENT OPD CLINIC
2.ENT ENDOSCOPIES
3.MICROSCOPIC PROCEDURES
4.MINOR O T PROCEDURES
5.VERTIGO MANAGEMENT
6.AUDIOMETRY, TYMPANOME-
TRY AND HEARING AIDS. 

CONSULTANT ENT SURGEON
DR. ONGDEN GYATSO, MS (AIIMS)

GASTRO CLINIC & O P D
8.00 am to 9.00 am

MEDICAL CLINIC & O P D
9.30 am

ORTHO AND GYNEA 
CLINICS & O P D

3.00 pm
PAEDIATRIC CLINIC & O P D

8.00 am And 6.00 pm
VACCINATION CLINIC

Four-day training on mushroom cultivation
SUMMIT REPORT
Gangtok, 16 Mar:

Four-day Residential 
Training Program on 

Organic Cultivation of 
Oyster Mushroom was 
completed at Chujachen 
village under Reghu 
Block, East Sikkim, on 15 
March, a press release in-
forms.

The program was or-
ganized by Agriculture 
Technology Management 
Agency (ATMA)East, Ag-
riculture Department in 
the presence of Sikkim 
Krantikari Morcha Area 
In-charge, Chujachen 
Constituency, Damber 
Kumar Pradhan, Joint Di-
rector cum Deputy Proj-
ect Director, ATMA East, 
Agriculture, Rachna Gu-
rung, Joint Director Hor-
ticulture, Rongli Sub-Di-
vision, T Chopel Bhutia, 
and other officials.

Women members 
representing from Wom-
en Catering Group and 
other SHGs under Chu-
jachen also attended 
the program which was 
co-ordinated by Block 

Technology Manager, 
Reghu Block, Dhanraj 
Chettri.

The chief guest 
during his address laud-
ed ATMA for conducting 
the four-day training for 
women members and 
congratulated the partic-
ipants for attending the 
training.

Similarly, Joint Direc-
tor cum Deputy Project 
Director, Rachna Gurung 
urged the trainees to 
make use of the training 

and also highlighted the 
ATMA scheme and oth-
er ongoing Agricultural 
schemes.

Joint Director, Horti-
culture Rongli, T Chopel 
Bhutia congratulated 
the participants and en-
couraged the trainees 
for local production and 
assured departmental 
support.

The chief guest along 
with officials distribut-
ed certificates to all the 
participants, mushroom 

blocks to best perform-
ing trainees and an in-
centive of Rs.10,000 
as Seed Money under 
ATMA was provided to 
the Women’s Catering 
Group.

The program con-
cluded with vote of 
thanks by Agriculture In-
spector, Agriculture, Lalit 
Koirala.

The overall program 
was organized by ATMA, 
East Agriculture and re-
ported by BTM Reghu.

Governor calls on his Rajasthan counterpart
SUMMIT REPORT
Gangtok, 16 Mar: 

Governor Ganga 
Prasad met his Rajas-

than counterpart, Kalraj 
Mishra, at the Jaipur Raj 
Bhawan today, a press 
communiqué from Raj 
Bhawan informs.

This was a courtesy 
call as part of the Gover-
nor’s Jaipur visit.

The Governors ex-
changed pleasantries and 
shared various developmen-
tal activities of their respec-

tive States, the release adds. 
Governor Prasad also 

extended an invitation to 
his counterpart to visit 

Sikkim and wished him 
happiness and well-being.

SSB Rhenock launches Civic Action Programme
SUMMIT REPORT
Gangtok, 16 Mar:

69th Bn Sashastra 
Seema Bal Rhenock 

launched the Civic Action 
Programme in the North 
East Region in communi-
ty hall Rongli on 16 Mar, 
a press release informs. 
The programme was in-
augurated by chief guest 
Deputy Inspector Gener-
al SHQ SSB, BK Pal.

During the opening 
ceremony of Civic Action 
Programme, chief guest 
Deputy Inspector Gen-
eral, BK Pal gave thanks 
to all beneficiaries and 

distributed solar street-
lights, sports equip-
ments, and water tanks 
to the public of the area.

After that a medical 

civic camp was also orga-
nized by a Medical officer 
of 69th Bn SSB at Rongli 
and distributed lifesav-
ing medicines to the peo-

ple.
The programme was 

attended by SSB officials 
and State government of-
ficials.

KUTSE SHEGU 
The 49 days KUTSE SHEGU of Late 

Doma Bhutia of Tadong Bazar, Gangtok 
who left for her heavenly abode on 1st 
February 2021 falls on 21st March 2021. 
	 All relatives, friends & well 
wishers are requested to join us in of-
fering prayers for the departed soul at 
our residence in Tadong Bazar, Gangtok. 
We also express our sincere gratitude to 

all those who extended support during our time of bereavement. 

Dup Tshering Bhutia (Son), 
Chezong Bhutia (Daughter in law),

 Karden Denzongpa (Daughter), 
Sangay Gyatso Bhutia (Grandson), 

Dr. Ugen Bhutia (Grandson), 
Yangchen Bhutia (Granddaughter)

MRO North briefs candidates 
Mangan, 16 Mar (IPR):
The Municipal Returning 
Officer (North), Tenzing 
T Kaleon convened a 
meeting in his chamber 
at Mangan today. 

The meeting was 
conducted to brief the 
contesting candidates 
on rules and regula-
tions, the Model Code 
of Conduct and the 
process related to the 
Municipal Elections. 

The objective of the 
meeting was to create 
a cordial and affable 
atmosphere among the 
candidates and the Dis-
trict Administration, 
which will in turn lead 
to a smooth and trans-
parent election. 

SP (North) Ongmu 
Bhutia elaborated on 
the Law and Order, de-
ployment of forces and 
the roles and respon-
sibilities of the police 

during the elections. 
She was accompanied 
by SDPO (Mangan), 
Tseten Palzor Bhutia.   

Additionally, the 
1st round of training 
for Presiding Officers 
for the upcoming Mu-
nicipal Election, 2021 
was held in Confer-

ence hall. The Munic-
ipal Returning Officer 
oversaw the training 
procedure, where the 
Presiding Officers were 
shown how to oper-
ate EVM machines and 
were given instructions 
on conducting the elec-
tions. 

For any information 
and queries regarding 
the Municipal Elections 
2021, the following of-
ficers can be contacted: 

Sector Magis-
trate (SDM, Mangan): 
9609865736

Sector Officer (SHO, 
Mangan): 8145891946.

South holds District Task Force meeting on COVID-19
Namchi, 16 Mar (IPR):
A meeting on District 
Task Force was held at 
District Administrative 
Centre today. 
The meeting was chaired 
by DC (South), M Bhara-
ni Kumar also present 
amongst others were 
CMO (South) Dr DC 
Sharma, DSO (South) Dr 
Urgen Sherpa, DRCHO 
(South) Dr Junita Yonzon 
along with police person-
nel and other officials. 

DC (South), M Bha-
rani Kumar was updat-
ed about the status of 
COVID-19 vaccine in 
the district. He further 
emphasized the health 
department to ensure 
full vaccine coverage for 
polling personnel. He 

also underscored the 
need to receive the com-
plete schedule of the vac-
cine for protecting one-
self against this disease. 

DRCHO (South) Dr 
Junita Yonzon briefed 
the meeting regarding 
the COVID-19 vaccina-
tion process which is 
being undertaken at the 
district. She underlined 

the total number of vac-
cines available at the 
District Hospital and 
about other pertinent 
issues. She added that 
the beneficiaries of the 
vaccine can get their sec-
ond dose between 28 to 
42 days. 

It was informed that 
in the category of 60 
years and above a total 

of 8988 beneficiaries has 
been covered till date in 
the district. Similarly, so 
far 14578 beneficiaries 
have received COVID-19 
vaccination in the South 
District. It may be men-
tioned that the second 
COVID-19 vaccine dos-
age for frontline work-
ers will commence from 
17th March onwards.

United Sporting Club announces 1st TR Rana Memorial TT C'ship
SUMMIT REPORT
Gangtok, 16 Mar: 

United Sporting 
Club, Singtam, 

convened a meeting 
here at the Singtam 
indoor sports complex 
on Tuesday to discuss 
various issues and 
preparations for the 
1st TR Rana Memorial 
Table Tennis Champi-
onship scheduled for 
23 and 24 April. 

The meeting was 
attended by president, 
Sundar Kumar Rai, advi-
sor CL Rai and joint sec-

retary JinodTamang of 
United SC, Singtam, and 
members of the technical 
team of the champion-
ship.

A press release in-
forms that the meeting 
distributed various tasks 

of the team to Pritam 
Silal, Ranjan Tamang, 
Lhamu Tamang, Soni 
Subba, Cyril Lepcha, 
Rohan Pradhan, Ra-
hul Subba and Zarina 
Rana, all of whom are 
members of technical 

committee. 
The championship 

will feature categories 
for cadet [boys & girls], 
sub-junior [boys & girls], 
junior [boys & girls], 
open men’s & women’s 
for 18 to 39 years age 
group and veterans’ men 
& women for 40 years 
and above. 

The meeting has also 
decided to arrange ac-
commodation for par-
ticipants at Nepali Dhar-
masala, Singtam. The last 
date to register for the 
tournament is 17 April.  

Bright Future Athletic Club coach-cum-general 
secretary, RB Subba expressed his immense happi-
ness on the outstanding performance of his students. 
He expressed his confidence that the students will 
better their performance in the upcoming state-level 
competition. 

“These achievements prove that if we provide 
better support and proper training then children 
from this region can also do well in athletics. The ob-
jective of the club is also to provide the best training 
and facility and bigger exposure to students,” he said. 

He mentioned that if local athletes perform in the 
national level then it would also open doors for them 
for employment in army, police and para-military 
forces.

Mr Subba mentioned that Bright Future Athletic 
Club is also working to encourage young children of 
Sikkim to enter the field of athletics and to stay away 
from unproductive activities. He added that the club 
aims to send local athletes to national and interna-
tional level competitions.

RB Subba is a former international athlete of the 
country, who has represented the country six times 
in long distance running and won bronze in South 
Asian Games. He is from Uttarey in West Sikkim and 
took voluntary retirement from BSF to guide young 
athletes of Sikkim. Bright Future Athletic Club was 
started one and a half years ago at Thami Dara, 
Reshithang.

Athletic club from Thami...

Centre dodges responsibility towards 
Myanmar refugees, says India not signatory 

to 1951 UN Convention on Refugees
New Delhi, 16 Mari: 
The Ministry of Home Af-
fairs (MHA) on Tuesday 
replied on India's stand 
of giving asylum to Myan-
mar refugees, saying 
that the country is not 
a signatory to the 1951 
UN Convention relating 
to the Status of Refugees 
and the 1967 Protocol 
thereon.

In response to a ques-
tion from Sugata Ray in 
Lok Sabha, the Homes 
Ministry said: "India is 
not a signatory to the 
1951 UN Convention 
relating to the Status of 
Refugees and the 1967 
Protocol thereon. All 
foreign nationals (in-
cluding asylum seek-
ers) are governed by the 
provisions contained 
in the Foreigners Act, 
1946, the Registration 
of Foreigners Act, 1939, 
the Passport (Entry into 
India) Act, 1920 and the 
Citizenship Act, 1955, 
and rules and orders 
made there under."

"However, a Stan-
dard Operating Proce-
dure (SoP) was issued 
in 2011 by the central 
government and amend-
ed in 2019 which has to 
be followed by law en-
forcement agencies while 
dealing with foreign na-
tionals who claim to be 
refugees," it added.

Earlier, the ministry 
had sent a letter to Naga-
land, Manipur, Arunachal 
Pradesh asking the re-
spective state govern-
ments to take action.

The ministry had re-
iterated that state gov-
ernments and union ter-
ritory administrations 
have no power to grant 
"refugee" status to any 
foreigner as India.

"In view of above, you 
are requested to take ap-
propriate action as per 
law to check illegal influx 
from Myanmar into In-
dia," read the letter.

Delivery men steal mobiles, 
replace them with soap 
bars: ghaziabad police

Ghaziabad, 16 Mar 
[PTI]: Seven delivery 
boys of e-commerce por-
tals were arrested in Gha-
ziabad's Indirapuram for 
allegedly stealing mobile 
phones purchased by cus-
tomers online, the police 
said on Tuesday.

The gang was busted 
after they were found to 
be stealing new mobile 
phones from a dealer. The 
gang was replacing the 
mobile phones with soap 
bars to dupe the customers 
upon delivery.

The action was initiat-
ed based upon a complaint 
by the dealer who sells the 
mobile phones through 
Amazon and Flipkart.

The accused have been 
identified as Shivam, Karan, 
Aman, Vijay, Ashok, Nagen-
dar and Shivam alias Raju, 

Deputy Superintendent of 
Police (DSP) (Indirapur-
am) Anshu Jain told news 
agency PTI. The gang was 
arrested from Ghaziabad's 
Vasundhara Colony, Sector 
15, she added.

As part of the gang's 
modus operandi, they 
would cut open the new 
packets and repackage 
them on the same pattern 
with soap bars. They were 
also providing fake bills of 
the mobile manufactur-
ing companies to dupe the 
buyers and were also giving 
them a discount on the cost 
of the new mobile phones.

Eleven mobile 
phones, fake bill books, 
packing material, tape 
cutters and soap bars 
have been recovered 
from their possession, 
the DSP added.
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GOVERNMENT OF SIKKIM
RURAL DEVELOPMENT DEPARTMENT

TASHILING, GANGTOK

Memo No.	/RDD/JJM						      Dated: 15/03/2021

Notice for Expression of Interest (EoI)
Detailed Notice Inviting Expression of Interest (EOI) for empanelment of the 

Implementation Support Agencies (ISAs) to support the GP/ VWSCs in the im-
plementation of Jal Jeevan Mission (JJM).

     The Rural Development Department, Government of Sikkim, on behalf of 
State Water and Sanitation Mission (SWSM), intends to empanel implementation 
Support Agencies (ISAs) to support the GP/VWSx in implementation of Jal Jeevan 
Mission (JJM). The Government of India has recently launched Jal jeevan Mission 
(JJM) which aims at providing Functional household Tap Connection (FHTC) to 
every rural household by 2022. Community ownership and engagement in all 
phases of program i.e., planning, implementation and O&M is a fulcrum of the 
mission to ensure long term sustainability.

Enhancing community and village level institutional capacity for efficient plan-
ning, execution, monitoring and O&M is an important task. Hand holding of 
community and village level institutions throughout the project cycle is crucial 
for achieving desired results.

     Interested eligible organizations may submit sealed in prescribed format along 
with necessary certificates and documents. All eligible organizations are request-
ed to submit their Expression of Interest (EoI) in a sealed envelope captioned 
“Empanelment of Implementation Support Agencies (ISAs)” under Jal Jeevan 
Mission (JJM) to the Project Director, Jal Jeevan Mission, RDD, Gram Vikas Bha-
wan, Gangtok, East Sikkim – 737101 on or before 24.03.2021. The detailed EOI 
will be available on the State Government’s website- www.sikki.gov.in.

Project Director, JJM
Rural Development Department

Gangtok.
Empanelment of Implementation Support Agencies (ISAs) under Jal Jeevan Mission (JJM) Sikkim.

R.O. No. 270/IPR/Pub/Classi./20-21
Date: 16.03.2021

Empowered Committee on 
MSME meets in Gangtok

Gangtok, 16 Mar 
(PIB):
The 4th Meeting of EC-
MSME was held at the 
Royal Plaza, Gangtok on 
08 Mar, 2021 for the pur-
pose of reviewing and 
encouraging MSME loan 
performance of banks 
and removing impedi-
ments. 

The meeting was 
chaired by CGM, Ravin-
dra V Sangvai, RBI, 
Gangtok and co-chaired 
by Secretary, HK Shar-
ma, Commerce and In-
dustries Department, 
Government of Sikkim. 
Regional Director, Su-
sobhan Sinha, RBI, Kolk-
ata was the chief guest of 
honour. Other dignitaries 
viz. GM & O-i-C, Dr Di-
wakar Hegde, NABARD, 
Gangtok and Regional 
Manager, SD Lama, State 
Bank of India were also 
present on the dais. Of-
ficials from Khadi and 
Village Industries Com-
mission (KVIC); District 
Industries Centre (DIC); 
National Institute of Elec-
tronics & Information 
Technology (NIELIT); 
Atal Incubation Centre, 
Sikkim Manipal Univer-
sity (AIC-SMU); Sikkim 

Spices Board; Lead Bank 
and various banks oper-
ating in Sikkim attended 
the meeting.

In his inaugural 
speech, CGM, RBI Gang-
tok welcomed all the dig-
nitaries and participants, 
and stressed upon the 
importance and revival 
of the MSME sector in 
Sikkim which plays a key 
role in driving economic 
growth. He highlighted 
the crucial role of banks 
for extension of various 
Government sponsored 
schemes to the MSMEs. 

He explained the 
importance of various 
schemes like the MUDRA, 
PMEGP and Chief Minis-
ter’s Start-Up Scheme in 

Sikkim which can benefit 
the MSME sector. He also 
highlighted that with the 
relaxation of lockdown 
in Sikkim, the MSME 
sector is recovering ow-
ing to various support 
schemes extended by 
the Government. Com-
plementing the banks 
for achieving the Annu-
al Credit Plan targets, 
he focussed on reach-
ing out to the entrepre-
neurs. He pointed out 
the need of partnering 
with more agencies like 
AIC SMU and NIELIT etc.

The chair took up the 
discussion of the agen-
da items of the meeting. 
The progress and growth 
of bank credit in MSME 

sector for the quarters 
September 2020 and De-
cember 2020 were delib-
erated. 

The chair highlighted 
the change in classifica-
tion of MSME sector from 
01 Jul, 2020 onwards as 
per the instructions of 
Ministry of MSME, Gov-
ernment of India. The 
progress under various 
schemes like MUDRA, 
PMEGP and Stand-Up 
India was also discussed. 
The chair appreciated the 
growth under MUDRA in 
Sikkim. The Regional Di-
rector, Kolkata urged the 
Private Sector Banks to 
also strengthen the cred-
it flow to the MSME Sec-
tor in Sikkim.

GM & O-i-C NABARD 
explained the impor-
tance of financial literacy 
of the MSME entrepre-
neurs which leads to fi-
nancial inclusion. He also 
explained the role of NA-
BARD in extending sup-
port for various financial 
literacy camps conduct-
ed by rural branches of 
banks as these aware-
ness camps are vital in 
generating awareness 
among entrepreneurs 
about various schemes 
and benefits available to 
them.

The Regional Manag-
er, SBI advised the banks 
to make extension efforts 
for credit plans and ap-
pealed to the youth to 
take advantage of skill 
imparting institutions 
like the RSETI. The Sec-
retary, Commerce and 
Industries Department 
urged all the stakehold-
ers to coordinate and 
work towards a common 
goal to foster the MSME 
growth in Sikkim. The 
programme conclud-
ed with an interac-
tive session with the 
entrepreneurs who 
shared their success sto-
ries.

FCA observes World 
Consumer Rights Day

SUMMIT REPORT
Gangtok, 16 Mar:

The Federation of Con-
sumers Association, 

Sikkim observed and cel-
ebrated World Consum-
er Rights Day today at 
Tadong Senior Secondary 
School premises with the 
theme “Tackling Plastic 
Pollution” and organised 
a Consumer Awareness 
Program in Gangtok on 
Monday, a press release 
informs.

The program had 
the presence of Advisor 
Food & Consumer Affairs 
Department, Inchung 
Bhutia, Chairperson of 
OBC Commission, Pavit-
ra Bhandari, as guests of 
honour.

Member of State 
Consumer Disputes Re-
dressal Commission, DP 
Sharma and ADC (East), 
Radha Pradhan and Prin-
cipal of Tadong SSS, San-
gita Kharka were special 
guests.

The program was 
attended by members 
of many NGOs, like Ro-
taract Club of Gangtok, 
Stars of Hope, Ujwal Kala 
Kendra, Hum Enterprise 

and school students and 
teachers.

The program had 
skit performance by the 
students of Tadong & 
Namthang School, quiz 
competition, video pre-
sentation & cultural 
shows by the students of 
both the schools.

The main resource 
person to the program 
today was Advocate, High 
Court of Sikkim, Thupden 
Bhutia, and PGT (Eco-
nomics), Namthang SSS, 
Srijana Kharka, who is 
also the Vice President of 
FCAS gave a presentation 
about the rights of a con-
sumer citing various ex-
amples and judgements 
on consumer cases.

The chief guest, In-
chung Bhutia, in his 
address, urged the au-
dience to exercise their 
consumer rights and take 
such programs to the vil-
lages also. He applauded 
the efforts of FCAS for or-
ganising such a program.

Guest of honour, 
Pavitra Bhandari, in her 
address, stressed that 
consumers should be re-
sponsible and alert. 

DP Sharma shared his 
experiences as a member 
of SCDRC and suggested 
better ways to deal with 
consumer complaints.

Highlighting about 
the theme of the pro-
gram (Tackling Plastic 
Pollution), Radha Prad-
han, talked about how 
best we can tackle plastic 
pollution including solid 
waste in the current sce-
nario.

Principal of the 
school, Sangeeta Khar-
ka also stressed on our 
shared responsibility as 
consumers towards the 
environment alongside 
exercising our Consumer 
Rights.

The program began 
with the welcome ad-
dress by general secre-
tary, Pravin Pradhan 
and ended with vote of 
thanks by coordinator, 
Rinzing Moktan. The 
program was hosted 
by vice president of 
the federation, Shek-
har Khatiwara.  Musi-
cian cum social worker, 
Dibya Jyoti Baraily was 
also present on the occa-
sion. 

Rotary Club of Gangtok Smart 
City installs Charter President

SUMMIT REPORT
Gangtok, 16 Mar:

Anil Kumar Gupta was 
installed as the Char-

ter President of Rotary 
Club of Gangtok Smart 
City today in a function 
which also saw the offi-
cial presentation of the 
Charter Certificate and 
Induction of Board of 
Directors and new mem-
bers, a press release in-
forms. Suby Kapoor was 
installed as the charter 
Joint Secretary.

The District Governor 
of District 3240, Subhasish 
Chatterjee and Assistant 
Governor, IB Goel were the 
chief guest and guest of 
honour, respectively.

During the function, 

over 20 members were 
sworn in as members of 
the newest Rotary Club in 
Gangtok, the chief guest 
DG,  Subhasish Chatter-
jee expressed happiness 
at the formation of the 
new Club and urged the 
new members and vet-

erans to work in unison 
with an aim to work for 
the society. 

It was pointed out 
that focus should be to 
take up projects in re-
mote areas of the state to 
serve the needy in partic-
ular.

Lingee's Smile Tamang selected 
for Sikkim Kabaddi team

SUMMIT REPORT
Gangtok, 16 Mar:

Smile Tamang from 
Lingee Senior Second-

ary School, South Sikkim, 
has been selected for Na-
tional Kabaddi competi-
tion to be held in Telan-
gana in April.

Smile left home Tues-
day morning to join the 
Sikkim state kabaddi 
team coaching camp.

His training is being 
sponsored by the Kabad-
di Association of Sikkim 
and its officials, a ress 
release from his school 
informs. 

The Principal and 
staff of Lingi SSS feted 

him at a function held at 
the school today and are 
looking forward to his 
national debut.  

Earlier, Lingi School 
had organized a week-
long Kabaddi Camp with 
the support of Kabaddi 
Association of Sikkim 
which had provided a 
coach from Bihar for the 
camp.  

Smile was shortlisted 
following selection trials 
held at the school on 15 
March, it is informed.

Around 50 boys and 
50 girls from different 
schools in the area had 
joined the camp and se-
lection trials. 

Stones thrown in BJP protest over 
Bengal poll tickets, cops use batons

Kolkata, 16 Mar 
[NDTV]: The police had 
to use batons to disperse 
protesters outside the 
BJP election office in Kol-
kata today as demonstra-
tors, upset with the par-
ty's choice of candidates 
for some seats, started 
throwing stones.

Police sources said 
they had to use a "mild 
lathi-charge" to control 
the crowd that allegedly 
targeted a BJP leader as 
he emerged from the of-
fice at Hastings. Six peo-
ple have been detained 
for stone-throwing, ac-
cording to last reports 
from police sources.

BJP spokesperson Sa-
mik Bhattacharya said at 
a press meet, "It is impos-
sible BJP workers turned 
violent. This is some kind 
of conspiracy."

In a video of the inci-
dent, a man with a slip-
per in his hand is seen 
rushing to a person in a 
golf cap escorted by se-
curity personnel. He is 
hastily escorted into the 
building when a stone 
can be seen thrown at 
him.

It is not clear if the 
stone hit him or any of 
the policemen present.

Immediately, the po-

lice resorted to a lathi-
charge, dispersing scores 
of BJP supporters gath-
ered at the entrance to 
the building since yester-
day.

BJP supporters pres-
ent at the spot today 
were from Diamond 
Harbour seat where its 
former Trinamool MLA 
Dipak Haldar has been 
fielded by BJP. Mr Hal-
dar joined BJP just weeks 
ago. Protesters also came 
in from Joynagar, Kultali, 
South Habra and Uday-
narayanpur.

Hundreds of support-
ers of the BJP had held 
angry protests outside 
the party's election of-
fice in Kolkata all day on 
Monday, even heckling 
senior leaders Mukul 
Roy, Arjun Singh and 
Shiv Prakash, to protest 
a large number of former 
Trinamool leaders being 
given BJP tickets.

The lathi-charge and 
protests took place on a 
day Union Minster Amit 
Shah arrived unexpect-
edly in Kolkata late last 
night on his way from Gu-
wahati to Delhi. BJP chief 
JP Nadda, too, landed last 
night for a day-long cam-
paign.

Dramatic visuals from 

outside the BJP's election 
office at Hastings showed 
hundreds of people jos-
tling and shouting and 
pushing aside barricades 
in a bid to force their way 
into the building. A large 
police contingent was 
deployed to control the 
situation. Several BJP of-
fices in the districts were 
ransacked.

The police put up iron 
barricades outside the 
entrance to the building 
housing the BJP offices 
on the fourth, seventh 
and eighth floor but 
the crowds repeatedly 
surged forward, trying to 
pull them down and forc-
ibly enter the building. 
The face-off continued 
till late in the evening.

Also in the evening, 
agitated BJP workers ran-
sacked the party office at 
Singur and the BJP's dis-
trict headquarters office 
at Chinsura, both in the 
Hooghly district.

Sources say these 
seats had strong local 
contenders for tickets. 
Their supporters have 
rebelled, threatening to 
field Independent can-
didates to defeat official 
BJP candidates even if it 
meant Trinamool sails 
through.

Why no female chiefs at 
Police Stations: Women's 

panel asks Delhi Police
New Delhi: The Delhi 
Commission for Women 
(DCW) has issued a notice 
to the city police, seeking 
reasons for the absence of 
female station house of-
ficers (SHO) at any police 
station. The Delhi Police has 
been asked to file its reply 
before the DCW by March 
19, the panel said today.

In a statement, the DCW 
said according to reports, 
none of the 178 police sta-
tions in the national capital 
has a woman SHO. The re-
ports also state that despite 
rules guaranteeing a 33 per 
cent reservation for women 
in the force, their participa-
tion remains particularly 
low, the statement said.

In order to identify el-
igible women officers for 
the role, the commission 
has sought the details of 
the male and female offi-
cers of the rank of inspector, 
including their sanctioned 
and current number of 
posts, it added.

The DCW has asked 
the Delhi Police to submit 
a list of the steps taken to 

increase the participa-
tion of women officers 
at the higher level, the 
statement said.

The commission be-
lieves that it is pertinent to 
increase the participation 
of women in the police. 
Also, it is important that 
women SHOs are appoint-
ed at sensitive police sta-
tions like Kamla Market, 
which covers areas such as 
the GB Road, according to 
the statement.

"We have been in-
formed that there are no 
women SHOs in any of 
the 178 police stations in 
Delhi. This is very shock-
ing and disappointing 
at the same time. It is 
very important to ensure 
equal participation of 
women in the force. Fur-
ther, areas like GB Road 
must have women SHOs. 
We have issued a notice 
to the police in the mat-
ter and sought answers 
to our concerns," DCW 
chief Swati Maliwal was 
quoted in the statement 
as saying.

Odisha reports 65 new COVID-19 
cases, tally at 3,38,323

Bhubaneswar, Mar 
16 (PTI): Odisha's 
COVID-19 tally mounted 
to 3,38,323 on Tuesday 
as 65 more people tested 
positive for the infection, 
a health department offi-
cial said.

Of the new cases, 
37 were reported from 
quarantine centres and 
28 detected during con-
tact tracing.

Sundargarh district 
recorded the highest 

number of fresh cases at 
15, followed by Mayur-
bhanj at nine, Balasore 
and Khurda at five each.

Boudh, Kendrapara, 
Malkangiri and Naba-
rangpur districts have 
turned 'coronavirus free' 
as no active cases exist 
there, he said.

The death toll re-
mained at 1,918 as no 
new fatality due to the 
infection has been re-
ported since March 14.

Fifty-three other 
COVID-19 patients also 
died due to comorbidi-
ties, he said.

Odisha now has 
622 active cases, while 
3,35,730 people have re-
covered from the disease.

The state has so far 
conducted over 86.61 
lakh sample tests for 
COVID-19, including 
19,611 on Monday, and 
the positivity rate stands 
at 3.91 per cent.
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Banking Safe
Deposits need to play back more robustly 
as credit into the local economy

The past year has been about bad loans and non-per-
forming assets. With the biggies having secured and 

digested impossibly large loans and not regurgitated any-
thing back into either the economy or towards their EMIs, 
the banks were delivered a crippling blow; so crippling 
that even the demonetization-induced flood of cash is un-
likely to tide them over. Even though Sikkim is far removed 
from the mechanizations of real economics and financial 
realities, living as it does in a bubble which is getting buf-
feted around but is yet to burst, people here are also suf-
fering. For the past little over a year, the usually laidback 
banks (yes even banks become laidback when in Sikkim) 
have been on overdrive, reopening files to chase down 
missed EMIs and bad loans, serving notices and running 
from court to lok adalat and back to court to recover dues. 

If one looks at the C:D ratio in the State, improved, 
on paper,  in the past three years from an embarrass-
ing 28.6% in 2014-15 to 42.6% in 2016-17. It currently 
stands at 40.45%. On closer analysis, it transpires that 
while public sector banks did satisfactory banking by re-
cording a 48.8% credit-deposit ration, private banks, for 
all their fluff and bling, loaned out only 18.1% of the de-
posits they secured in Sikkim. SISCO Bank, clearly com-
mitted to the local economy, maintained the highest C:D 
ration at 63.8%. That said, even with this substantial im-
provement, there is still some distance left to cover. Bank-
ing norms advise the CDR to hover at the fifty per cent 
mark. This means that fifty per cent or more of the de-
posits made by account-holders should ideally be played 
back into the economy by way of loans and advances. This 
is as much to keep the economy buoyant as to trigger eco-
nomic growth. 

Economies, one may add here, do not grow when 
earnings are saved. Economies boom when investments 
are risked. But, like with most things in Sikkim, even the 
euphoria over the loan boom might be misplaced. Agreed, 
a whole lot of individuals and families have managed to 
secure loans to build homes/ hotels and purchase vehi-
cles with greater ease in recent years, but fact remains 
that these loans do not really do anything for the economy 
by way of creating jobs. And the data bears this preference 
out as well because the tertiary sector (in which housing 
and vehicle-purchase loans are counted) have notched up 
between 51% to 82% of the projected targets for loans 
in Sikkim. Consuming a lion’s share of the loans are the 
miniscule industries in the State which were so favored in 
2014-15 that they received 241% of the target projected 
for this sector. 

At whose cost, one may ask? 
The farming community which received only 22% of 

the loans they were expected to receive that year and in 
2016-17, received only 15% of the loans the sector was in 
need of and expected to receive. In the last fiscal, this was 
a depressing 14.7%. These numbers continue to remain 
disappointingly low. Loans to outside agencies emptied 
out about 40% of the deposits in banks in Sikkim, and that 
should attract some attention because that was available 
loans which could not go to local entrepreneurs.

For an economy to benefit from the presence of so 
many banks in the State – there are 23 banks in Sikkim 
which have 160 branches between them here – the State 
needs to hear about more substantial loans being given 
to new enterprises here. Unfortunately, that has not been 
the case in Sikkim. The bigger loans in Sikkim continue 
to be secured by applicants based outside the State. Is it 
because the branches here do not have the authority or do 
not enjoy the confidence of the regional offices to process 
“big” local loans? Experience also shows that banks here 
are hesitant to take risks. And yes, Sikkim’s poor repay-
ment history is also partly to blame for this, after all, as of 
30 June 2016, the recovery position of commercial banks 
in Sikkim had declined to 18.83% from 34.5% as on 30 
June 2015. But come on, these things do not seem to stop 
banks from throwing thousands of crores behind already 
lost thousands of crores. Even when it comes to bad loans, 
it is not the banks that really suffer because they have 
ways of getting their money back, the real loss is suffered 
by Sikkim because nothing substantial is achieved for the 
local economy; not when only personal, housing or car 
loans are released or when loans go bad because none of 
these create opportunities or more money. 

How Men Can be Allies to Women Right Now
STEPHEN BURRELL, NICOLE WESTMARLAND & 
SANDY RUXTON
theconversation.com

Men are primarily responsible for violence 
against women and girls. All men, including 

those who are not perpetrating violence or abuse, 
have a responsibility to play a part in helping to 
end it.

More men are starting to reflect on 
their own role in the problem and in 
tackling it. Our research has explored 
why some men come to take an active 
role in improving the situation and 
what can be learnt from their experi-
ence to encourage others.

Often it was the impact of hearing 
from women in their own lives which 
initiated a process of awakening. In 
some cases, it was witnessing other 
men’s violence or learning about the 
experiences of someone close to them. 
Sometimes the men felt that they didn’t 
“fit” with dominant expectations of 
masculinity – “be strong, in control, 
don’t cry” – when growing up. For 
some, it was the impact of a horrifying 
high-profile death of a woman, similar 
to the situation in the UK currently, 
which finally spurred them to speak 
out. This moment can be an opportuni-
ty for more men to become allies.

If we are going to stop violence 
against women and girls, we need 
many, many more men to engage. This 
must start with an honest examination 
of men’s own attitudes, behaviours 
and attachments to masculine expectations. Sex-
ist ideas and harmful gender norms are so deeply 
rooted in institutions and public discourse that no 
one is untouched by them. This is not about blam-
ing individual men, but recognising that for change 
to happen, each and every man needs to play a part 
in it.

REFLECTING ON OUR RELATIONSHIPS
Men can make a real difference in their daily 

interactions with family members, friends, peers 
and colleagues. They can challenge sexism and mi-
sogyny when they encounter it. This includes mak-
ing sure that we are “walking the walk” in terms 
of equal and respectful relationships with women 
and girls. At home, that might mean ensuring that 
tasks such as housework and childcare are equally 
shared, and prioritising enthusiastic consent and 
respect in sexual relationships.

Outside of the home, it includes understand-
ing how women’s freedom in public spaces can 
be limited in a way which isn’t the case for most 

men. We can take into account our own everyday 
behaviours and the impact they can have. Even if 
there is no malicious intent, consider that maybe 
it isn’t clear to the woman you are walking behind 
that you mean her no harm. We don’t control how 
our actions are received and we cannot know the 
negative experiences that a woman may have pre-

viously had with men.
REFLECTING ON OUR RELATIONSHIPS
Men can make a real difference in their daily 

interactions with family members, friends, peers 
and colleagues. They can challenge sexism and mi-
sogyny when they encounter it. This includes mak-
ing sure that we are “walking the walk” in terms 
of equal and respectful relationships with women 
and girls. At home, that might mean ensuring that 
tasks such as housework and childcare are equally 
shared, and prioritising enthusiastic consent and 
respect in sexual relationships.

Outside of the home, it includes understand-
ing how women’s freedom in public spaces 
can be limited in a way which isn’t the case 
for most men. We can take into account our 
own everyday behaviours and the impact 
they can have. Even if there is no malicious 
intent, consider that maybe it isn’t clear to 
the woman you are walking behind that you 
mean her no harm. We don’t control how our 

actions are received and we cannot know the 
negative experiences that a woman may have pre-
viously had with men.

In their daily lives, men can also be active by-
standers; for example, by questioning sexist com-
ments or stereotypes, or talking to a friend whose 
behaviour towards women doesn’t feel right. If you 

witness actual or potential abusive be-
haviour, options include challenging 
the abuser if it feels safe to do so, try-
ing to distract them, checking with the 
victim if they need help, and getting 
the support of others.

Of course, some groups of men 
have much more power and privilege 
than others. Men in leadership posi-
tions, and in influential institutions 
such as politics, business, media and 
the police have a particular responsi-
bility to speak out and work to build 
gender equality and inclusiveness in 
their own organisations and wider 
communities. There are also organisa-
tions already engaging with men and 
boys on these issues in the UK which 
men can get involved with, such as the 
White Ribbon campaign.

When men do decide to take ac-
tion, they should do so sensitively, 
recognising and supporting women’s 
longstanding leadership in this area. 
Without this, there can be a risk of 
men “taking over” by dominating con-
versations, claiming expertise that 
they don’t have, or taking credit for 
women’s efforts.

These are some examples of why it’s essential 
that male allies act in an accountable way. If you 
care about this issue, be prepared to receive and 
act upon critical feedback from women. One of the 
most important things men can do is really listen 
to women in their lives, and instigate conversa-
tions with other men about what women are say-
ing.

It is vital that men explore what the implica-
tions of violence against women are for them, and 
the role they can play in shifting harmful mascu-
line norms. Men must address these issues hon-
estly and openly, engage with one another, and 
work towards a society which is free from men’s 
violence against women and girls.

[Stephen Burrell is Assistant Professor (Re-
search) in the Department of Sociology, Durham 

University; Nicole Westmarland is Professor 
of Criminology, Durham University; Sandy 

Ruxton is Honorary Research Fellow in the De-
partment of Sociology, Durham University]

Sarah Everard Vigil Shows the Urgent 
Need to Protect the Right to Protest

Fiona de Londras & Daniella 
Lock
theconversation.com

As the chaotic scenes in Clapham 
Common in South London on 

March 13 show, questions about 
the protection of rights during the 
COVID-19 pandemic need urgent 
attention. Over the past year, parlia-
ment has paid insufficient attention 
to human rights. That includes the 
right to protest. Now, we are seeing 
the results.

So far in Westminster there has 
been little resistance to the govern-
ment as it has moved to react to the 
pandemic, including through legisla-
tion passed quickly which is designed 
to control the spread of COVID-19. 
Although the government’s response 
both restricted some rights and 
arguably failed to protect others (in-
cluding the right to life and right to 
health), there has also been almost 
no rights-based debate of its propor-
tionality or adequacy.

Even everyday parliamentary 
business, such as PMQs and commit-
tee inquiries, has been almost devoid 
of human rights talk. Of more than 
400 COVID-19 related questions 
asked in Prime Minister’s Questions 
since the end of January 2020 only 
three related to human rights. Of 60 
committee inquiries into the pan-
demic, only two asked rights-related 
questions in their terms of reference.

PARLIAMENT AND THE RIGHT 
TO PROTEST

We have now seen the repercus-
sions of this lack of debate around 
the right to protest specifically. Had 
there been more clarity over what 
is and isn’t allowed, the events in 
Clapham may have unfolded very 
differently.

The first restrictions imposed 
last year contained exemptions to 
allow socially distanced protests to 
go ahead. This exemption was sub-
sequently removed, but nothing was 
added to the restrictions to explicit-
ly prohibit people from gathering to 

protest. This produced a troubling 
ambiguity regarding the right to pro-
test under the latest lockdown mea-
sures. 

Ultimately it fell to the courts to 
determine whether, and if so when 
and how, protest was permitted un-
der the current restrictions. On the 
Friday before the Sarah Everard vig-
il had been planned, the High Court 
confirmed that we now have an un-
desirable situation in which protests 
are not necessarily prohibited under 
the current restrictions. However, 
whether any particular protest can 
go ahead while lockdown persists is 
to be determined by the police, tak-
ing into account their assessment of 
the public health risk posed.

It is manifestly inappropriate for 
the police to be the arbiters of pro-
portionality in these cases without 
clear guidance from parliament.

Legislative inattention to protest 
led to what seems to have been a 
widespread misunderstanding that 
protest was effectively prohibited. 
In other words, because the new 
regulations did not expressly allow 
protests (while it did expressly al-
low, for example, outdoor gather-
ings for Armistice Day commemo-
rations), at least some authorities 
seem to have interpreted this as 
meaning that protest was prohib-
ited.

Most notably there were reports 
of protests around the country hav-
ing been cancelled or policed in 
ways that suggested that all pro-
tests were unlawful. They were not.

Parliament’s lack of engage-
ment with the right to protest also 
meant there were no protections in 
place to ensure that protests and 
vigils like those that took place 

in response to the disappear-
ance and death of Sarah Everard 
would be safe. Not only should 
parliament have intervened to 
prevent the removal of the pro-
test exemption, it should also 
have ensured sufficient safe-
guards were in place to support 
the right to protest. These could 
include measures to ensure so-
cial distancing, and providing 
safety training to protest organ-
isers, police and participants.

TIME TO ACT
Parliament’s failure to attend 

to rights protection, including the 
right to protest, takes place in a 
broader political context that is 
currently hostile towards rights, 
and particularly towards pro-
test. This is clear from the Police, 
Crime, Sentencing and Courts 
Bill now being debated in parlia-
ment. If passed, this will create 
even more powers to disrupt and 
prevent protest, and give police 
further discretion to intervene in 
and shut down protests.

The right to protest is a cor-
nerstone of mature democracies. 

As recent events have shown, failure 
to protect the right to protest can 
have damaging consequences. There 
is a real danger that the proposed 
legislation will transpose coercive 
and restrictive approaches to assem-
bly, protest and togetherness from 
the pandemic (where they are mo-
tivated by public health concerns) 
to the post-pandemic era. The effect 
would be to limit the right to protest 
at all times.

It is time for parliament to 
emerge from its pandemic-era reluc-
tance to engage with rights and insist 
on the right to protest during and af-
ter the pandemic.

[Fiona de Londras is Professor of 
Global Legal Studies, Birmingham 

Law School, University of Birming-
ham; Daniella Lock is Research Fel-

low, CVRO, University of Birmingham]
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Nepal’s drug regulator launches probe into arrival 

of Covid-19 vaccines in Nepal from Bahrain
Arjun Poudel
Kathmandu, 16 Mar 
[KathmanduPost]: Ne-
pal’s drug regulator has 
deployed a team of drug 
inspectors to investi-
gate into the import of 
Covid-19 vaccines to Ne-
pal from Bahrain with-
out fulfilling legal proce-
dures.

Shaikh Mohamed 
Hamad Mohamed Al 
Khalifa, a member of the 
royal family of Kingdom 
of Bahrain and his team, 
brought 2,000 doses of 
Oxford-AstraZeneca vac-
cines on Monday. The 
royal member and his 
team are in Nepal for an 
Everest expedition.

“We have deployed a 
team of drug inspectors 
to investigate how the 
vaccines were brought 
into the country with-
out any prior approval,” 
Bharat Bhattarai, direc-
tor general of the De-
partment of Drug Admin-
istration, told the Post. 
“We did not know that 
vaccines were being im-
ported from Bahrain.”

Bhattarai said his of-
fice is coordinating with 
the Ministry of Foreign 
Affairs and Ministry of 

Health and Population 
regarding the matter.

According to Bhat-
tarai, anyone importing 
any medicine or vaccine 
to Nepal must fulfil nec-
essary legal procedures 
stipulated by the country.

To import any medi-
cine or vaccine to Nepal, 
relevant documents as 
well as storage guaran-
tee of cold chain mainte-
nance and expiry dates 
must be provided to the 
drug regulator.

Nepal’s drug regu-
lator so far has granted 
emergency use approval 
to the vaccines devel-
oped by Oxford-Astra-
Zeneca and China’s Sino-
pharm.

Nepal has been using 

Covishield for its vac-
cination drive, which is 
developed by Oxford-As-
traZeneca and locally 
produced by the Serum 
Institute of India. The 
Chinese vaccine, BBIBP-
CorV, has not arrived in 
Nepal yet.

According to the Em-
bassy of Nepal in Bah-
rain, the Bahrain royal 
team in Nepal for the 
Everest expedition will 
“provide the 2,000 dos-
es of vaccine as a gift” to 
the locals of Samagaun of 
Chumnubri Rural Munic-
ipality in Gorkha district.

It, however, was not 
immediately clear as to 
which Nepali authorities 
the Bahrain team is co-
ordinating with to “pro-

vide” the vaccines to the 
villagers in Gorkha.

Ever since Nepal 
launched its vaccination 
drive on January 27, the 
government has been 
inoculating the popula-
tions by prioritising the 
risk groups.

The first round of the 
second phase of vacci-
nation, which is ending 
today, was aimed at inoc-
ulating people above 65 
years of age. The govern-
ment is now mulling over 
vaccinating people above 
60.

The government two 
days ago decided to al-
low private firms to im-
port the vaccine, but for 
this the Department of 
Drug Administration has 

sought applications from 
interested companies.

Officials at the Minis-
try of Health said that a 
special decision is need-
ed to allow people of all 
eligible age groups of 
some particular place to 
get the vaccine.

Since such a scenario 
was not envisioned, no 
discussions have been 
held as of now, according 
to officials.

“Even if the vaccine 
has been brought in good 
faith, all legal and techni-
cal procedures must be 
followed,” an official at 
the ministry told the Post 
requesting anonymity as 
feared drawing unwar-
ranted criticism.

According to the Ne-
pali embassy in Bahrain, 
the 16-member team 
of Shaikh Mohamed 
Hamad Mohamed Al 
Khalifa that arrived in 
Kathmandu on Monday 
using their Air Force’s 
special plane will spend 
80 days in Nepal.

The same team had 
successfully climbed 
Lobuche and Manaslu 
mountains in October 
last year, according to the 
embassy statement.

Gritty Indian Arrows beat Aizawl FC 2-1 in I-League
Kolkata, Mar 16 (PTI): 
The All India Football 
Federation's (AIFF) de-
velopmental side, Indian 
Arrows showed great de-
termination to notch up 
a thrilling 2-1 win over 
Aizawl FC in an I-League 
match here on Tuesday.

Parthib Gogoi's 
(11th) early strike was 
cancelled out by a won-
der goal from Malsaw-
mtluanga (22nd), but the 
Arrows showcased their 
never-say-die attitude 
as Lalchhanhima Sailo's 
strike in the 36th minute 
proved to be the differ-
ence between the two 
sides.

Goalkeeper Syed Za-

hid Hussain Bukhari, 
in inspired form, made 
some crucial saves in the 
second half to help the 
young guns in maintain-
ing their lead.

Coming on the back 

of a 1-0 win over NERO-
CA, Yan Law's team 
played with confidence 
and created goal-scoring 
chances in the opening 
minutes of the match.

But they fell behind in 

the 11th minute, courte-
sy a beautiful Gogoi goal. 
A deflected shot found 
Gogoi inside the box 
and the nimble-footed 
forward curled the ball 
into the back of the net 
as the Indian Arrows led 
1-0.

Aizawl FC kept dom-
inating possession and 
they were rewarded in 
the 22nd minute when 
Malsawmtluanga pro-
duced a sensational fin-
ish from outside of the 
box to bring the team 
back on level terms.

However, Lalch-
hanhima Sailo put the 
Arrows ahead when 
he found an accurate 

cross inside the box and 
smashed it into the top 
corner with his left foot.

Aizawl FC are mathe-
matically safe from rele-
gation and the Mizoram-
based club left no stone 
unturned to find the 
equaliser.

In the 68th minute, 
Zahid Hussain pulled 
out a blinder of a save to 
deny Aizawl from close 
range after substitute 
Lalremsanga's shot from 
inside the box was par-
ried away.

In the 70th minute, 
Hussain once again shut 
the gates for Aizawl as he 
saved Brandon's attempt 
from close range.

Regular classes for standard 1-5 in Nagaland from Mar 22
Kohima, Mar 16 (PTI): 
The Nagaland govern-
ment has permitted 
re-opening of regular 
session for classes 1 to 5 
in the schools across the 
state from March 22.

In this connection, 
Principal Secretary 
(Home) Abhijit Sinha on 
Tuesday issued Standard 
Operating Procedure 
(SOP), outlining various 
generic precautionary 
measures to be adopted 
in addition to specific 
measures to be taken 
to contain the spread of 
COVID-19 when schools 
resume normal function-
ing.

Schools across the 
state were closed since 
March last year due to 
the COVID-19 pandemic 
and educational institu-
tions had been conduct-
ing online classes during 
the period.

The generic preven-
tive measures include 
simple public health 
measures that are to be 

followed to reduce the 
risk of COVID-19, Sinha 
said.

These measures 
need to be observed by 
all including teachers, 
employees and stu-
dents at all times.

The government 
SOP states that phys-
ical distancing of at 
least 6 feet should be 
followed as far as fea-

sible, while use of face 
covers/masks would 
be mandatory.

It has also directed 
frequent hand washing 
with soap (for at least 
40-60 seconds) even 
when hands are not 
visibly dirty.

Use of alco-
hol-based hand sani-
tisers (for at least 20 
seconds) can be done 

wherever feasible, it 
said while also empha-
sising on respiratory 
etiquettes to be strictly 
followed.

The SOP also pro-
hibits spitting around.

The SOP has also 
asked the school au-
thorities to specifical-
ly ensure seating ar-
rangement to ensure 
a distance of 6 feet 

between chairs, desks 
etc. and also prepare al-
ternate day routine for 
classes as per the enrol-
ment in each class and 
the infrastructure facili-
ties available.

Schools outside the 
containment zones only 
shall be allowed to open, 
said Sinha, adding that 
students, teachers and 
employees living in con-
tainment zones will not 
be allowed to attend 
schools.

Students, teachers 
and employees shall also 
be advised not to visit 
areas falling within con-
tainment zones.

Assemblies, sports 
and events that can lead 
to overcrowding are 
strictly prohibited under 
the SOP, he said.

The schools should dis-
play state helpline numbers 
and also numbers of local 
health authorities to teach-
ers, students and employ-
ees to contact in case of any 
emergency, he added.

TMC govt playing with emotions 
of Hindus: Adityanath

Balarampur/ Raipur/ 
Belda (WB), Mar 16 
(PTI) Uttar Pradesh 
Chief Minister Yogi Adi-
tyanath, campaigning in 
West Bengal for the up-
coming assembly polls, 
on Tuesday alleged that 
the TMC government 
here was playing with 
the emotions of the Hin-
dus by "forcibly oppos-
ing" anything associated 
with Lord Ram.

Advising his West 
Bengal counterpart Ma-
mata Banerjee to refrain 
from doing so, the BJP's 
star campaigner said, if 
she did not do so, peo-
ple will remove her from 
power.

In this context, with-
out naming the Samajwa-
di Party (SP), the UP chief 
minister said, "there was 
a government in my state 
which opposed Lord 
Ram. It is nowhere now".

Addressing a rally for 
the upcoming assembly 
polls, Adityanath said, 
"In Bengal, there is an at-
tempt of forcible opposi-
tion against (Lord) Ram... 
the state government is 
playing with the emo-
tions of the Hindus. I will 
urge Mamata didi not to 
oppose Ram.

"Those who have op-
posed Ram have failed to 
be in power. People have 
removed them. And that 
is the reason when there 
is a kind of restriction to 
the chanting of 'Jai Shri 
Ram' in this state, all the 
people here have it on 
their lips."

He asserted that 'Jai 
Shri Ram' is not only 
used as a slogan by BJP 
activists, people also in-
voke Lord Ram's name as 
a greeting and for other 
reasons as well.

"Even after a man 
dies we chant 'Ram naam 
satya hai' during the last 
rites. (Lord) Ram is there 
in our every breath. No-
body can separate us 
from Ram," he said.

The TMC's rhetoric 

opposing Lord Ram will 
not succeed, the BJP lead-
er said.

The saffron party, he 
said, has brought about 
a change in the country 
after coming to power 
at the Centre as prior 
to it, a section of people 
believed that even visit-
ing temples would pose 
a threat to their secular 
credentials.

The change is also 
compelling Mamata Ba-
nerjee to visit temples 
and do 'Chandi Path' in 
public now, the UP chief 
minister said.

"Isn't this a change? 
This is new India. Each 
and every person has to 
go to God," Adityanath 
said at Balarampur in Pu-
rulia district.

The 'Chandi Path' is 
one of the most ancient 
and complete systems of 
mantra worship of the 
divine mother goddess in 
the Hindu tradition.

Slamming Congress 
leader Rahul Gandhi 
over his temple visits at 
the time of elections, the 
BJP leader said, "A priest 
had to tell him to sit in a 
correct posture when he 
went there."

Hitting out at the 
Congress, he said, that 
by including Article 370 
in the Constitution, the 
"seeds of terrorism were 
sown in the country".

Article 370 acknowl-
edged the special status 
of the state of Jammu and 
Kashmir in terms of au-
tonomy and its ability to 
formulate laws for its per-
manent residents.

"In 1952, the Con-
gress forcibly included 
Article 370 in the Consti-
tution sowing the seeds 
of terrorism in the coun-
try. The BJP government 
under Narendra Modi(ji) 
scrapped Article 370 from 
Jammu and Kashmir to 
take the country forward," 
Adityanath said.

Describing the BJP as 
a party which fulfills its 

promises, the UP chief 
minister referred to build-
ing of the the Ram Temple 
in Ayodhya.

Highlighting the ad-
vantages of having 'dou-
ble-engine' government 
at the Centre and state, 
Adityanath cited success-
ful completion of several 
projects in Uttar Pradesh.

"In those states where 
the BJP government is in 
power, with the help of the 
central government they 
are enjoying the advantag-
es of 'double-engine'. You 
can see that within four 
years in UP, at least 40 
lakh people have got vot-
ing rights, over one crore 
people were supplied with 
electricity.

"Around 6 crore people 
have enrolled in Ayush-
man Bharat scheme, over 
two crore for PM-KISAN. 
We have at least 30 new 
medical colleges in UP in 
the last four years. UP is 
leading the country from 
the front.

"The same thing could 
have happened in Bengal. 
The Congress, CPI(M) 
did nothing, not even 
the TMC. So people must 
vote for the BJP and put 
an end to 'goondagardi', 
'tolabaji' and 'cut-money' 
culture of the TMC," he 
said.

If voted to power in 
West Bengal, the BJP will 
punish those behind the 
"killing of party activists 
in the state", Adityanath 
said.

"This is the land of 
(Swami) Vivekananda, 
Rabindranath (Tagore), 
Syama Prasad (Mooker-
jee) which has inspired 
the entire country. But 
now it is the land of 
TMC-promoted goons and 
'tolabaaj'(extortionists).

"I think the days of 
Mamata didi's govern-
ment are numbered. The 
people of the state have 
made up their mind in 
voting them out of pow-
er. Only 45 days are left for 
them," he said.

Swapan Dasgupta tenders 
resignation as RS member

New Delhi, Mar 16 
(PTI): Nominated Rajya 
Sabha member Swapan 
Dasgupta on Tuesday 
tendered his resignation 
from the upper house of 
Parliament after being 
named as a BJP candidate 
in the West Bengal assem-
bly elections.

Dasgupta, who be-

came a Rajya Sabha mem-
ber in April, 2016, has 
been named by the saffron 
party as its candidate from 
Tarakeswar assembly seat 
in the poll-bound state.

Sources said that he 
has submitted his res-
ignation, asking it to be 
considered effective from 
Wednesday.

Asked about his res-
ignation, Dasgupta told 
PTI that "I have always 
said whatever necessary 
steps will have to be tak-
en will be done by me 
before I submit my nom-
ination papers (for West 
Bengal polls). His term as 
Rajya Sabha member was 
till April, 2022.
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Real Madrid without Hazard 
for game against Atalanta

Madrid, Mar 16 (AP): 
Some of Real Madrid's 
top players are coming 
back at a crucial time of 
the season.
Eden Hazard isn't among 
them, though.

Madrid coach Zine-
dine Zidane will have 
the squad close to full 
strength on Tuesday 
when it defends its 1-0 
first-leg win over Atalan-
ta in the round of 16 of 
the Champions League, 
but Hazard again won't 
be available because of 
an injury.

The club said Mon-
day that the Belgium 
playmaker has a muscle 
injury in his right leg, the 
latest of a series of prob-
lems that have kept him 
from playing much lately.

Hazard had come 
off the bench to play a 
few minutes in a Span-
ish league match against 
Elche on Saturday after 
being out for nearly two 
months.

He is not fit to be with 
us in this match (against 
Atalanta)," Zidane said.

I can't tell you any 
more because I can't ex-
plain these things. I hope 
it's not much because 
we have to be positive. 
Something is happening.

"He's a player who 

has never been injured 
or not been injured much 
in his career and this is 
a new situation for him. 
I can't explain it. We are 
there for him and we 
want him to get better. I 
hope he'll be back with 
us soon.

Madrid had near-
ly 10 players sidelined 
not long ago, but little 
by little they have been 
coming back to help the 
club as it enters the fi-
nal stretch of the season 
while still in contention 
in the Champions League 
and the Spanish league.

Karim Benzema, Ser-

gio Ramos and Marcelo 
who have missed sever-
al matches recently be-
cause of injuries, includ-
ing the first game against 
Atalanta are all expected 
to be available for the 
second leg at the Alfredo 
Di St fano Stadium.

Benzema, who had 
missed three consec-
utive games, returned 
two matches ago, while 
Ramos played from the 
start in the 2-1 win over 
Elche. Benzema scored 
both goals, including the 
winner in second-half 
stoppage time, against 
Elche. Ramos was back 

after being out for nearly 
two months.

Marcelo is set to re-
turn to the squad after 
more than a month out 
injured.

The return of those 
players gives Zidane 
greater flexibility tacti-
cally. He has been exper-
imenting with different 
setups recently and could 
take advantage of having 
more options available. 
He has been favoring a 
3-5-2 scheme that he 
used against Elche and is 
likely to try it again.

We have played with 
this formation in a few 

games, Zidane said.
It's part of our game, 

we can play like this or 
with four defenders. 
We can play in different 
ways. But we'll see how 
we are going to set up 
the team.

The return of Marce-
lo may make it easier 
for him to use the 3-5-2 
formation because the 
Brazilian can play well 
helping the attack. The 
3-5-2 setup backfired 
for Zidane a few weeks 
ago, though, when he 
switched from a 4-3-3 
halfway through a league 
match against Real Socie-

dad, when left back Fer-
land Mendy struggled, 
and Madrid ended up 
drawing 1-1 at home.

Atalanta coach Gian 
Piero Gasperini has al-
most a full squad avail-
able, though defender 
Remo Freuler is sus-
pended following his red 
card in the first leg. Ma-
drid will be without the 
suspended Casemiro be-
cause of an accumulation 
of yellow cards.

Atalanta has won all 
of its European match-
es away from home this 
season, including a 2-0 
victory over Liverpool at 
Anfield. It has won three 
of its four games in Serie 
A since the first-leg loss 
to Madrid.

This will be a differ-
ent kind of game, Gasper-
ini said.

We are facing Real Ma-
drid after losing the first 
leg. They were favorites 
before, now even more 
so. But we are still capa-
ble, we want to play well 
and ensure the game is as 
competitive as possible.

Atalanta is looking to 
make it to the Champions 
League quarterfinals for 
the second straight sea-
son. Madrid hasn't made 
it out of the last 16 in the 
last two seasons.

Britain’s Prince Philip leaves hospital after treatment
LONDON (AP): Britain’s 
Prince Philip left a Lon-
don hospital on Tuesday 
after being treated for an 
infection and undergoing 
a heart procedure.

Philip, 99, the hus-
band of Queen Elizabeth 
II, had been hospitalized 
since being admitted to 
the private King Edward 
VII’s Hospital in London 
on Feb. 16, where he was 
treated for an infection.

He was later trans-
ferred to a specialized 
cardiac care hospital, 
St. Bartholomew’s, for a 
short stay, before return-
ing to King Edward VII’s.

Photographers stand-
ing outside the door of 
the private hospital cap-
tured his departure in 
the back of a black car. 
Buckingham Palace has 
not yet commented on 
the matter.

Philip’s illness is not 
believed to be related 
to the coronavirus. Both 
Philip and Elizabeth re-
ceived COVID-19 vacci-
nations in January and 
chose to publicize the 
matter to encourage oth-
ers to also take the vac-
cine.

Philip, also known as 
the Duke of Edinburgh, 
retired in 2017 and rare-
ly appears in public. Be-
fore his hospitalization, 
he had been isolating at 

Windsor Castle, west of 
London, with the queen.

His illness comes as 
the royal family has been 
rocked by an interview 
with Meghan, Duchess 
of Sussex, and Prince 
Harry. In the explosive 
broadcast, Meghan, who 
is biracial, said the pal-
ace had failed to help 
her when she had sui-
cidal thoughts and that 
an unidentified member 
of the royal family had 
raised “concerns” about 

the color of her baby’s 
skin when she was preg-
nant with her son, Ar-
chie.

The interview, con-
ducted by Oprah Win-
frey, divided people 
around the world. While 
many say the allegations 
demonstrate the need 
for change inside a pal-
ace that hasn’t kept pace 
with the #MeToo and 
Black Lives Matter move-
ments, others have criti-
cized Harry and Meghan 
for dropping their bomb-
shell while Philip was 
hospitalized.

The longest-serving 
royal consort in British 
history, Philip married 
the then-Princess Eliza-
beth in 1947. He and the 
queen have four children, 
eight grandchildren and 
nine great-grandchil-
dren.

Messi ties Xavi's record as 
Barcelona cuts Atl tico's lead

Madrid, Mar 16 (AP): 
Lionel Messi scored 
twice as he tied Xavi 
Hern ndez's record 
of most appearances 
for Barcelona, put-
ting them within four 
points of the Spanish 
league lead after beat-
ing last-placed Huesca 
4-1.

For his 767th 
match, Messi was hon-
ored by Barcelona with 
a large image behind 
one of the goals show-
ing him embracing Xavi 
as the players looked 
forward and pointed 
upward. The banner in-
cluded the words "767 
matches" and touching 
the sky.

It's incredible, Bar-
celona coach Ronald 
Koeman said. His im-
pact on this team is 
enormous. It's amazing 
what he has done for 
this club up until now.

Antoine Griezmann 
and scar Mingueza also 
scored at the Camp Nou 

Stadium as the Cata-
lan club won its fourth 
straight league match to 
increase the pressure on 
leader Atl tico Madrid.

Atl tico, seeking its 
first league title since 
2014, had a comfortable 
lead until recently, hav-
ing won only two of its 
last six league games. It 
was held to 0-0 at Getafe 
on Saturday.

Diego Simeone's 
team will visit Barcelona 
in May.

We always said we 
wouldn't give up, Bar-
celona midfielder Pedri 
Gonz lez said.

We have a good squad 
that can keep fighting for 
this title and we have 
momentum on our side.

Barcelona, coming 
off elimination by Par-
is Saint-Germain in the 
Champions League last 
16, was in control from 
the start on Monday.

Messi scored in each 
half for his 130th double 
in the league. He opened 
the scoring with a shot 
into the top corner after 
a nifty one-touch to clear 
a defender just outside 
the area in the 13th min-
ute, then closed the scor-
ing with another shot 

from outside the area in 
the 90th.

The Argentine play-
maker has 21 league 
goals, three more than 
Atl tico's Luis Su rez at 
the top of the scoring list.

Barcelona kept press-
ing and nearly added 
to the lead when Jordi 
Alba hit the crossbar in 
the 33rd, and a couple of 
minutes later Griezmann 
added his goal with a 
well-struck curling shot 
into the top corner past 
Huesca goalkeeper lvaro 
Fern ndez.

Huesca pulled one 
back through a penal-
ty kick earned after a 
breakaway in first-half 
stoppage time, converted 
by forward Rafa Mir.

Then Mingueza 
scored his first goal for 
Barcelona with a header 
off a cross by Messi in the 
53rd.

Huesca, which has 
won only one of its last 
six matches, stayed four 
points from safety.

Holding awarded Best 
pundit at British Sports 

Journalism Award

London, Mar 16 (PTI): 
West Indies cricket great 
Michael Holding, who 
came out in support of 
the 'Black Lives Matter' 
movement, has been 
named the 'Best Pundit' 
at the SJA British Sports 
Journalism Award 2020.

Holding had deliv-
ered a powerful message 
against racism during 
last year's England-West 
Indies series, saying that 
blacks have been dehu-
manised and their ac-
complishments wiped off 
from a history "written 
by people who do the 
harm."

The awards were 
hosted online due to the 
COVID-19 pandemic.

"It is something that 
has been in me and in 
my head for many, many 
years," 'Sky Sports' quot-
ed Holding as saying in 
his video acceptance 
speech.

"People don't under-

stand what it is like to 
go through life and al-
ways thinking that peo-
ple think less of you than 
what you think of your-
self," he added.

Asked if he thinks that 
2020 will play a vital role 
in bringing about change 
in social and racial equal-
ity, Holding said: "I be-
lieve so and I hope so."

"If you just look at 
the protests on the road 
and look at the faces of 
the people that were on 
the road. I saw a Swed-
ish women's football 
team take a knee before 
a game, so it is going all 
over the world that peo-
ple are recognising that 
things need to be done, 
and it's about time it did."

BLM gained momen-
tum in the wake of Af-
rican-American George 
Floyd's death at the 
hands of a white police 
officer in the USA in May 
last year.

SA Legends qualify for semis in 
Road Safety World Series T20

Raipur, Mar 16 (PTI): 
South Africa Legends 
entered the semifinals 
of the Road Safety World 
Series T20 by beating 
Bangladesh Legends by 
10 wickets here.

Openers Andrew 
Puttick (84 not out off 
54 balls; 9x4, 1x6) and 
Morne van Wyk (69 not 
out off 62 balls; 9x4) 
slammed unbeaten half 
centuries as South Afri-
ca Legends chased down 
the 161-run target in 
19.2 overs late on Mon-
day.

The win helped the 
South Africans finish 
third with 16 points after 
India (20 points) and Sri 
Lanka (20 points).

Earlier, put in to bat, 
Bangladesh Legends dis-
played a much-improved 
batting performance 
before South Africa Leg-
ends bowlers triggered a 
collapse.

The Mohammed 
Rafique-led side were 
restricted to 160 for 9 in 
20 overs with South Af-
rica Legends offie Than-
di Tshabalala and pacer 
Makhaya Ntini taking 
two wickets each.

Nazimuddin provid-
ed a decent start with 
a 33-ball 32 with five 
fours and a six while Af-
tab Ahmed (39; 1x4, 3x6) 

and Hannan Sarkar (36; 
2x4, 1x6) were the other 
main contributors.

Nazimuddin, how-
ever, was dismissed by 
Tshabalala while Ahmed 
and Sarkar were sent 
back by Zander de Bruyn 
and seamer Garnett 
Krugger.

Once Sarkar was dis-
missed at the team score 
of 130, Bangladesh lost 

six wickets for 30 runs.
Brief Scores:
Bangladesh Legends: 

160/9 in 20 overs (Nazi-
muddin 32, Aftab Ahmed 
39, Hannan Sarkar 36; 
Makhaya Ntini 2/26, 
Thandi Tshabalala 2/33) 
lost to South Africa Leg-
ends 161/0 in 19.2 overs 
(Andrew Puttick 84 not 
out, Morne van Wyk 69 
not out) by 10 wickets.

Liverpool beats Wolves 1-0, Patricio OK after head knock
Wolverhampton (UK), 
Mar 16 (AP): Diogo 
Jota scored the win-
ner against his former 
club as Liverpool beat 
Wolverhampton 1-0 in an 
English Premier League 
match that ended with 
Wolves goalkeeper Rui 
Patricio being carried off 
with a head injury.

Jota, who spent three 
years at Wolves before 
joining Liverpool in 
September, drove in a 
low, first-time shot that 
squirmed into the corner 
in the second minute of 
first-half stoppage time. 
Patricio got a hand to the 
ball but failed to keep it 
out at his near post.

The goalkeeper didn't 
finish the game after be-

ing struck on the head in 
the 87th minute by the 
knee of teammate Conor 
Coady, who was running 
back into his area.

Coady looked par-
ticularly concerned as 
medical staff attended to 
Patricio with caution for 
10 minutes before he was 
taken off on a stretcher.

Wolves manager 
Nuno Espirito Santo 
gave a positive update 
on Patricio's condition 
after the game, saying: 
He's OK. He is conscious, 
he remembers what hap-
pened, he is aware. He is 
OK.

In November, Wolves 
striker Raul Jimenez 
fractured his skull in a 
clash of heads during a 

league match at Arsenal. 
Jimenez was in the emp-
ty stands at Molineux on 
Monday.

Football becomes ir-
relevant when someone 
is down that long and 
the doctors have to come 
on," Liverpool defender 
Andrew Robertson said 
of Patricio.

I know how it can af-
fect the lads and that's two 
(incidents) they've had 
this season. I hope to see 
him in front of the goals 
again soon because he's a 
fantastic goalkeeper.

It was only Liver-
pool's second win in its 
last eight league games 
of a title defense that has 
imploded in the second 
half of the season.

The Reds climbed 
two places to sixth, but 
was still five points be-
hind fourth-placed Chel-
sea with nine games re-
maining in the race for 
Champions League qual-
ification. Chelsea along 
with three other teams in 
the race for the top four 
Everton, West Ham and 
Tottenham all failed to 
win over the weekend.

Aided by the return 
of Jota to spark the at-
tack and Fabinho in the 
holding midfield role, 
there are small signs of a 
revival for the Reds, who 
also beat Leipzig last 
midweek to reach the 
Champions League quar-
terfinals and have kept 
two straight clean sheets.
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Asia shares mostly higher after 
US stocks gain for fifth day

Tokyo, Mar 16 (AP): 
Asian shares mostly rose 
on Tuesday, cheered by a 
rally to all-time highs on 
Wall Street.
Japan's benchmark Nik-
kei 225 rose 0.6 per cent 
to 29,953.97. South Ko-
rea's Kospi added 0.3 per 
cent to 3,054.77.

Australia's S&P/ASX 
200 jumped 1.1 per cent 
to 6,846.20. Hong Kong's 
Hang Seng gained 0.5 per 
cent to 28,971.04, while 
the Shanghai Composite 
inched down nearly 0.1 
per cent to 3,417.02.

The slower rollouts 
of the coronavirus vac-
cine in Asia, compared to 
the US and Europe, con-
tinues to put investors 
in the region in a cau-
tionary mode, although 
South Korea, Taiwan, 
Japan and other nations 
have had fewer deaths.

Weighing on senti-
ment is news that the 
vaccine from AstraZene-
ca had had reports blood 
clots after usage, wheth-
er or not a side-effect, 

(that) have resulted in 
a precautionary' sus-
pension in Europe," said 
Venkateswaran Lavanya 
of Mizuho Bank in Singa-
pore.

This has setback Eu-
rope's vaccination prog-
ress even more starkly 
compared to the US, La-
vanya said in a report.

The news is also 
bad for Japan. Japan has 
started vaccinations of 
medical professionals 
with the product from 
Pfizer, but was set to use 
those from Moderna as 
well as AstraZeneca. The 
AstraZeneca vaccines 
were due to be produced 
in Japan, unlike the other 

two brands.
On Wall Street, the 

S&P 500 rose 0.7 per 
cent to 3,368.94 after 
having been down 0.5 
per cent in early trading, 
extending its winning 
streak to a fifth day. Tech-
nology stocks, airlines, 
cruise operators and oth-
er companies that rely 
on consumer spending 
helped lift the market. 
Banks and energy stocks 
were the only laggards.

Wall Street continues 
to eye the bond mar-
ket, where yields pulled 
back a bit from Friday's 
sharp increase. Investors 
are also focused on the 
recovery of the US and 

global economies from 
the coronavirus pandem-
ic.

The USD 1.9 trillion 
aid package for the US 
economy has lifted in-
vestors' confidence in a 
strong recovery from the 
pandemic in the second 
half of the year, but also 
raised concerns about a 
potential jump in infla-
tion.

President Joe Biden's 
pledge to expand vaccine 
eligibility to all Amer-
icans by May 1 should 
also translate into faster 
economic growth.

The Dow Jones Indus-
trial Average gained 0.5 
per cent, to 32,953.46. 
Both indexes hit all-time 
highs, eclipsing records 
set on Friday.

The tech-heavy 
Nasdaq Composite 
added 1.1 per cent to 
13,459.71, while the 
Russell 2000 index of 
smaller companies rose 
0.3 per cent to 2,360.17. 
That gain was enough for 
an all-time high.

China approves a fourth COVID-19 
vaccine for emergency use

Taipei (Taiwan), Mar 
16 (AP): China has ap-
proved a new COVID-19 
vaccine for emergency 
use, one that was devel-
oped by the head of its 
Center for Disease Con-
trol, adding to its arsenal.

Gao Fu, the head of 
China's CDC, led the de-
velopment of a protein 
subunit vaccine that was 
approved by regulators 
last week for emergency 
use, the Chinese Acade-
my of Sciences' Institute 
of Microbiology said in a 
statement Monday.

It is the fourth such 
vaccine to be given emer-
gency use approval. Chi-
na has approved four 
vaccines developed by 
three Chinese companies 
for general use.

The vaccine was de-
veloped jointly by Anhui 
Zhifei Longcom Biophar-
maceutical Co Ltd and 
the Chinese Academy of 
Sciences.

The team finished 
phase 1 and phase 2 clin-
ical trials in October of 
last year and is currently 
conducting the last phase 
of trials in Uzbekistan, 
Pakistan and Indonesia, 
according to the state-
ment.

The vaccine was ap-
proved for use in Uzbeki-

stan on March 1.
The protein subunit 

vaccine is similar to 
many of the other vac-
cines that have been ap-
proved globally in that 
it trains the body to rec-
ognize the spike protein 
that covers the surface of 
the coronavirus vaccine, 
although the difference 
lies in how it tells the 
body to recognize the 
protein. Scientists grow 
a harmless version of the 
protein in cells and then 
purify it, before it is as-
sembled into a vaccine 
and injected.

There is no publicly 
available information in 
peer-reviewed scientific 
journals about the clini-
cal trial data showing ef-
ficacy or safety. A spokes-
person for the company 
said that the data could 
not be shared at this time 
but that the company 
was actively providing 
the information to health 
authorities.

China has been slow 
in vaccinating its popu-
lation of 1.4 billion peo-
ple, despite having four 
vaccines approved for 
general use. The latest 
numbers, according to 
government officials at a 
press briefing Monday in 
Beijing, is that it has ad-

ministered 64.98 million 
doses of vaccines.

China has targeted 
what it considers key 
populations for vacci-
nation thus far, namely 
health care workers as 
well as those who work 
at the border or customs, 
and specific industries 
the government has se-
lected. A second group, 
which has notably been 
absent thus far in com-
parison to many other 
countries, has been the 
elderly and those with 
pre-existing conditions.

The vaccines have 
previously been limited 
to adults 18-59 years old, 
as officials cited a lack 
of clinical trial data for 
those who are older, al-
though the government 
appears to be signaling 
the limits are now be-
ing set aside. We will 
promptly carry out mass 
vaccination of relevant 
populations, Li Bin, a vice 
chair on the National 
Health Commission, said 
Monday.

China's official Xin-
hua News Agency report-
ed over the weekend that 
in certain neighborhoods 
in Beijing, local health 
centers started to offer 
the vaccines to those 
aged 60 and older.

N Korea warns US not to ‘cause 
a stink’ before Seoul meeting

SEOUL, South Korea 
(AP): In North Korea’s 
first comments directed 
at the Biden administra-
tion, Kim Jong Un’s pow-
erful sister on Tuesday 
warned the United States 
to “refrain from causing a 
stink” if it wants to “sleep 
in peace” for the next 
four years.

Kim Yo Jong’s state-
ment was issued as U.S. 
Secretary of State Ant-
ony Blinken and Defense 
Secretary Lloyd Austin 
arrived in Asia to talk 
with U.S. allies Japan and 
South Korea about North 
Korea and other regional 
issues. They have meet-
ings in Tokyo on Tuesday 
before speaking to offi-
cials in Seoul on Wednes-
day.

“We take this op-
portunity to warn the 
new U.S. administration 
trying hard to give off 
(gun) powder smell in 
our land,” she said. “If it 
wants to sleep in peace 
for coming four years, it 
had better refrain from 
causing a stink at its first 
step.”

Kim Yo Jong, a senior 
official who handles in-
ter-Korean affairs, also 
criticized the U.S. and 
South Korea for hold-
ing military exercises. 
She also said the North 
would consider aban-
doning a 2018 bilateral 
agreement on reducing 
military tensions and 
abolish a decades-old 
ruling party unit tasked 
to handle inter-Korean 
relations if it no longer 
had to cooperate with 
the South.

She said the North 
would also consider 
scrapping an office that 
handled South Korean 
tours to the North’s sce-
nic Diamond Mountain, 
which Seoul suspended 
in 2008 after a North Ko-
rean guard fatally shot a 

South Korean tourist.
The North “will 

watch the future atti-
tude and actions of the 
(South Korean) authori-
ties,” before determining 
whether to take excep-
tional measures against 
its rival, she said in her 
statement published in 
Pyongyang’s official Ro-
dong Sinmun newspaper.

Challenges posed 
by North Korea’s nucle-
ar arsenal and China’s 
growing influence loom 
large in the Biden ad-
ministration’s first Cab-
inet-level trip abroad, 
part of a larger effort to 
bolster U.S. influence and 
clam concerns about the 
U.S. role in Asia following 
four years of President 
Donald Trump’s “Ameri-
ca first” approach.

A senior official from 
the Biden administra-
tion said Saturday that 
U.S. officials have tried to 
reach out to North Korea 
through multiple chan-
nels since last month, but 
had yet to receive a re-
sponse. The official was 
not authorized to public-
ly discuss the diplomatic 
outreach and spoke on 
condition of anonymity.

“This is Kim Yo Jong 
continuing to be the 
tip of the wedge North 
Korea tries to drive be-
tween South Korea and 
its U.S. ally,” said Leif-Er-

ic Easley, a professor of 
international studies 
at Ewha University in 
Seoul. “North Korea’s 
latest threats mean the 
allies have precious little 
time to coordinate their 
approaches on deter-
rence, sanctions and en-
gagement.”

Biden’s presidency 
begins as Kim Jong Un 
faces perhaps the tough-
est moment of his nine-
year rule. His country’s 
battered economy has 
decayed further amid 
pandemic border clo-
sures while his summits 
with Trump failed to lift 
crippling sanctions.

While Kim in recent 
political speeches has 
vowed to strengthen his 
nuclear weapons pro-
gram, he also has said the 
fate of U.S. relations de-
pends on Washington’s 
actions.

The 2018 military 
agreement, which had been 
the most tangible outcome 
from the three summits be-
tween Kim and South Kore-
an President Moon Jae-in, 
requires the countries to 
take steps to reduce con-
ventional military threats, 
such as establishing border 
buffers in land and sea and 
no-fly zones.

But inter-Korean re-
lations have lain in ruin 
amid the stalemate in the 
nuclear diplomacy be-

tween Washington and 
Pyongyang.

The South Korean 
and U.S militaries began 
annual military exercises 
last week that continue 
through Thursday. The 
drills are command post 
exercises and computer-
ized simulation and don’t 
involve field training. 
They said they held the 
downsized drills after 
reviewing factors like 
the status of COVID-19 
and diplomatic efforts to 
resume the nuclear talks 
with North Korea.

But Kim Yo Jong said 
even the smaller drills 
are an act of hostility 
toward the North. In the 
past, the North has of-
ten responded with U.S.-
South Korea drills with 
missile tests.

“(War drills) and hos-
tility can never go with 
dialogue and coopera-
tion,” she said.

Boo Seung-chan, 
a spokesperson from 
South Korea’s Defense 
Ministry, said the com-
bined drills were defen-
sive in nature and called 
for the North to show a 
more “flexible attitude” 
that would be construc-
tive to stabilizing peace 
on the Korean Peninsula. 
He said the South’s mili-
tary wasn’t detecting any 
unusual signs of military 
activity from the North.

Sex abuse allegations pile up 
against Israeli rescue chief

JERUSALEM (AP): 
For decades, Yehuda 
Meshi-Zahav was one 
of Israel’s most recog-
nizable faces, widely re-
spected for founding an 
ultra-Orthodox rescue 
service that cared for 
victims of Palestinian 
attacks and bridged the 
divide between religious 
and secular Israelis.

But in recent days, 
Meshi-Zahav has faced a 
growing list of accusers 
who say he committed 
horrendous acts of sexu-
al abuse of men, women 
and children over several 
decades.

The scandal has all 
but destroyed the repu-
tation of a man who just 
weeks ago received the 
Israel Prize, the country’s 
highest civilian honor, 
for his lifetime achieve-
ments. It also has shined 
a light on the scourge of 
sexual abuse in the in-
sular world of Israel’s 
ultra-Orthodox commu-
nity.

“When it comes to 
the ultra-Orthodox in 
particular, there is a very 
strong code of silence,” 
said Manny Waks, an ad-
vocate for victims of sex 
abuse in Jewish commu-
nities and himself a sur-
vivor of abuse in his na-
tive Australia.

“There is a closed 
community mentality, 
us vs. them. Putting all 
those things together is 
a recipe for disaster, in 
the context of child sex-
ual abuse in particular,” 

he said.
While Meshi-Za-

hav has denied the al-
legations, his accusers 
have delivered simi-
lar accounts. They say 
Meshi-Zahav exploited 
his public prominence 
to molest and sexually 
exploit women, boys and 
girls alike, and that the 
ultra-Orthodox commu-
nity shielded him with a 
wall of silence.

A victim identified 
by the letter “N” told the 
Yedioth Ahronot daily 
on Sunday that he first 
met Meshi-Zahav in 
1996 when he was 16 
and Meshi-Zahav was 20 
years his senior.

“All the people close 
to him during those years 
knew that I was his escort 
boy. I turned into a prosti-
tute in the full meaning of 
the word,” he said.

Meshi-Zahav was 
once a member of a rad-
ical ultra-Orthodox sect 
that opposed Israel’s ex-
istence, believing a Jew-
ish state could only be es-
tablished after the arrival 
of the Messiah. His views 
changed after a devastat-
ing 1989 bus attack near 
Jerusalem killed 16 peo-
ple.

Meshi-Zahav joined 
volunteers who helped 
collect the remains of the 
victims, in line with the 
Jewish custom of honor-
ing the dead. He has said 
the experience taught 
him that everyone’s pain 
was equal.

Those efforts led to 

the formation in 1995 of 
ZAKA, whose volunteers 
helped identify the vic-
tims of disasters and sui-
cide bombings and col-
lected their remains for a 
Jewish burial. Over time, 
the group expanded to 
include first response 
paramedics and gained 
widespread respect in 
Israel.

Meshi-Zahav has re-
ceived numerous honors 
and became a symbol of 
moderation in the often 
strained relations be-
tween Israel’s secular 
and ultra-Orthodox Jews.

He was invited to 
light a ceremonial torch 
at Israel’s Independence 
Day celebrations and re-
cently implored fellow 
members of the ultra-Or-
thodox community to re-
spect coronavirus safety 
precautions after both 
of his parents died of 
COVID-19. At the time, he 
said the rabbis who en-
couraged followers to ig-
nore the safety rules had 
“blood on their hands.”

Early this month, 
Meshi-Zahav, 61, was 
awarded the Israel Prize 
for Lifetime Achieve-
ment. He broke down in 
tears as Education Min-
ister Yoav Gallant deliv-
ered the news, saying 
the award belonged to 
ZAKA’s thousands of vol-
unteers.

That recognition ap-
pears to have been the 
trigger that has led his 
accusers to come forward 
after years of silence.

Sweden is 
latest country 
to stop using 
AstraZeneca 
vaccine
BERLIN (AP): Sweden 
on Tuesday became the 
latest country to pause 
use of AstraZeneca’s 
COVID-19 vaccine as Eu-
ropean regulators review 
safety data following re-
ports of dangerous blood 
clots in some recipients.

The company and 
international regulators 
continue to say the vac-
cine is safe, however, 
and many countries else-
where in the world are 
forging ahead with their 
vaccination campaigns.

The European Med-
icines Agency plans to 
meet Thursday to re-
view experts’ findings on 
the vaccine and decide 
whether action needs to 
be taken. The agency has 
so far said that the bene-
fits of receiving the shot 
outweigh the risk of side 
effects.

The Swedish Public 
Health Agency said Tues-
day that it would suspend 
use of the AstraZeneca 
vaccine pending the re-
sults of the EMA meeting. 
Germany, France, Italy 
and Spain were among 
countries that suspend-
ed use of the vaccine on 
Monday.

”The decision is a 
precautionary measure,” 
Sweden’s chief epidemi-
ologist, Anders Tegnell, 
said in a statement.

Also Tuesday, the 
German government said 
it would postpone until 
after the EMA meeting a 
virtual summit of state 
governors called to re-
view the country’s vacci-
nation efforts. The sum-
mit had been scheduled 
for Wednesday,

AstraZeneca’s vaccine 
is one of three authorized 
for use on the European 
continent. But escalating 
concern about the shot has 
created another setback for 
the European Union’s vac-
cination drive, which has 
been plagued by shortages 
and other hurdles and is 
lagging far behind the ef-
forts in Britain and the U.S.

AstraZeneca said there 
is no evidence the vaccine 
carries an increased risk 
of blood clots. There have 
been 37 reports of blood 
clots among the more than 
17 million people who have 
received the vaccine across 
the EU and Britain, the com-
pany said.

“This is much lower 
than would be expected to 
occur naturally in a gen-
eral population of this 
size and is similar across 
other licensed COVID-19 
vaccines,” AstraZeneca 
said.

Much of Asia has 
shrugged off concerns 
about the AstraZeneca jab, 
with Thailand’s prime min-
ister receiving a shot Tues-
day as the country started 
rolling out the vaccine.

“There are people who 
have concerns,” Prayuth 
Chan-ocha said after his 
vaccination. “But we must 
believe doctors, believe in 
our medical professionals.”

Thailand was the first 
country outside Europe to 
temporarily suspend use 
of the AstraZeneca vaccine. 
But health authorities later 
decided to go ahead with it, 
with Prayuth and members 
of his Cabinet receiving the 
first shots.

Indonesia suspended 
use of the vaccine on Mon-
day, saying it was waiting 
for a full report from the 
World Health Organization 
regarding possible side ef-
fects.
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THE GRAMMY'S GAL! Best New Artist 
nominee Ingrid Andress toasted to music’s biggest 
night with her signature Tequila Don Julio cocktail 
aptly named The Lady Like That in Los Angeles.
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ARIES:
You are on the right track, baby, and your life is progressing the 
way that it should be! Let single-minded focus help you move 
the mountains (if any) that are standing in your way, Aries. 
Now is also a good time to check in with yourself about your 
intentions. What inspired you to embark upon this journey? 
Are you being true to yourself in each moment? If not, make a 
conscious effort to realign.
TAURUS:
It’s that time of the year again! A celebration is close at hand, 
reuniting you and your favourite crew. Don’t you love how 
the passage of time has only strengthened your bond? So 
take a moment, appreciate all the love that you are receiving 
right now, and send out a prayer of gratitude into the cosmos. 
For some of you, this may be a time of getting to know your 
co-workers on an informal level. PS: Given everything that’s 
going on in the world, it’s a good idea to check in on those you 
care about.
GEMINI:
Heaven and hell are not faraway concepts. They exist right here, 
right now, in this time and space dimension. It all comes down to the 
choices you make, Gemini! So today, instead of giving your attention 
to what went wrong and how you could have fixed it, visualise a clean 
slate in your mind’s eye. Paint it with the colours and symbols that 
you resonate with. Add in a few words to the mix. ‘Peace’, ‘love’, ‘har-
mony’ and ‘abundance’ are some of the spells you could work with. 

PS: Something tells us you are about to collaborate with the divine 
forces to call in a miracle.
CANCER:
The time has come once again to leave the past behind and start 
afresh. Don't be afraid to take that leap of faith, Cancer. Don’t be 
afraid to leave the familiar behind. Stepping into the unknown is 
always intimidating, But you’ve got to start somewhere, right? Re-
member, not everybody is going to support your decision. They 
may not understand where you are coming from either, and that’s 
okay. Trust your intuition and do what’s right for you at this point.
LEO:
There’s an inner knowing within you that they’re the one and that 
you’ve got to do what it takes to make this relationship work. Yet, 
you struggle to let them in every now and then. Where do you 
think this fear is stemming from? Have you convinced yourself 
that you need to put on a facade or that you’re unworthy of being 
loved? Be mindful of the past wounds that could be controlling 
you on a subconscious level as you let them go with grace. The 
time has come to open your heart again, and that time is now.
VIRGO:
They say it takes a lifetime to be an overnight success. As an earth 
sign, you resonate with this Universal truth on a deep level. Today, 
you are accepting where you are (which is a magical place), and 
realising that you are your only competition. So let go of the need 
to compare your journey with that of others as you continue to 
pursue your dreams with single-minded focus. What the cards 

want you to know: your patience and dedication will pay off in the 
long run.
LIBRA:
At any given point of time, there are two voices in your head: the 
voice of reason and the voice of knowing. While the former tends 
to over analyse things to the point of exhaustion, the latter relies 
completely on intuition. You already know which one is guiding 
you in the right direction. Instead of complicating things further, 
trust your inner wisdom and take action without delay. You won’t 
regret a thing—we promise!
SCORPIO:
There are times we feel weighed down by the burden of our re-
sponsibilities and question the amount of effort we’re putting in. 
But, the cards are reminding you that there is no need to second 
guess yourself. You are where you need to be, and you are moving 
forward at the right pace. So continue to put in the work with the 
inner knowing that the harvest is going to be magnificent. 
SAGITTARIUS:
You are a master manifestor, Sagittarius, and you are attracting all 
the right opportunities towards yourself. So trust the doorways that 
are opening up as you march forward. Unyielding faith in your own 
potential will help you call in miracles along the way. Abundance is 
also going to be a big theme for you in the coming week. But it’s not 
just your profit margins that you’re celebrating at this moment. You’re 
grateful for both the tangible and the intangible blessings, as well as 
the connections that help raise your vibrations.

CAPRICORN:
The signs we receive from the Universe don’t always make sense 
to us. Yet, we have to trust them fully and keep walking the chosen 
path. So let single-minded focus guide your actions, Capricorn, as 
you ask yourself the question, “How can I serve better?” As such, 
this is a turning point in your life. You are on the brink of a break-
through, one that will bring you the recognition you deserve.
AQUARIUS:
Why limit yourself when you have the potential to go places and 
take your work places with you? It’s all about expansion in the 
Aquarius HQ. You are actively looking at opportunities abroad or 
signing a contract with a coveted client who could be stationed 
away from you. Trust what’s opening up, and trust yourself to 
perform the given role to your best capacity. Remember, the mys-
terious forces are working overtime to draw into your experience 
opportunities that are in alignment with your highest good.
PISCES:
Let's take a walk down memory lane, shall we? Think about 
yourself as a child—starry-eyed with hopes and dreams. You 
trusted the magic that surrounded you even though you have 
no real way of manifesting the given change in your reality. 
So, what’s keeping you from trusting the same magic now? 
What’s keeping you from believing in the impossible? The 
cards are warning you against disillusionment. Now is not 
the time to give up, Pisces. Remember, you have miles to go 
before you can sleep.

'Avengers: Endgame' was a monumental shift 
of superhero universe: Anthony Mackie

New Delhi, Mar 16 (PTI): Marvel star 
Anthony Mackie says the goal of the cast 
and crew of "The Falcon and The Winter 
Soldier" was "not to make a bad show" 
following the massive success of the 2019 
tentpole feature "Avengers: Endgame".
"The Falcon and The Winter Soldier" picks 
up after the events of "Endgame", where 
superheroes Sam Wilson/Falcon (Mackie) 
and Bucky Barnes/Winter Soldier (Sebas-
tian Stan) team up in a global adventure 
that tests their abilities and patience.

Besides being a stellar example of fan 
service and record-breaking box office 
collections, "Endgame" also brought down 
the curtain on the third phase of the Mar-
vel Cinematic Universe (MCU).

The 42-year-old actor, who stars along-
side Stan in the upcoming Disney Plus se-
ries, said the team was determined not to 
"mess it up".

"'Endgame' was a monumental shift of 
the superhero universe. The scope of that 
movie, the idea of that film was something 
larger than anyone had imagined. Our goal 
was not to mess it up.

"We didn't want to be the first cr**** 
Marvel project. Our job was to take the 
torch and not make a bad show," Mackie 
said during a global virtual press confer-

ence from Los Angeles on Sunday.
The spin-off also addresses the retire-

ment of Steve Rogers/Captain America 
(Chris Evans). At the end of "Endgame", 
Evans' character hands over his shield to 
Sam and Mackie said Steve would be "very 
proud that our show does not s***".

"The next show has a problem be-
cause if it's bad, they are going to be the 
first cr**** Marvel project in 20 years," he 
quipped.

In response to which Stan asked about 
the next Disney Plus series up for release: 
"What are they saying about 'Loki'?"

Stan further said it was "scary and ex-
citing" to reprise his character in a series 
format.

"We had established the character a 
certain way, certain things I was comfort-
able with tonally in the movies.

"We had to kind of going into 'What is 
he like now?', part of it was us honing our 
sense of humour, that really came into the 
tone of the series, his dynamic with Sam 
Wilson, and my own dynamic with Antho-
ny and kind of just marrying the two," the 
38-year-old actor said.

Both Sam and Bucky explore existen-
tial questions in the six-part series, direct-
ed by Kari Skogland and penned by Mal-

colm Spellman.
"We are really zooming in his quest of 

identity and accepting his past. There are 
these questions: 
'Who am I 
n o w ? ' , 
'What 
do I 

h ave 
to con-
t r i b u t e ? ' 
'That guy did 
this... What is going to be my legacy? If I 
even want that?' Stan said.

"These pieces are interesting rather 
than coming out of the gate and say that 
I've found all the answers," he added.

Asked how different it was develop-

ing a series instead of a feature film, di-
rector Skogland compared the movies to 
"snacks" and a show to a "meal".

A viewers can get involved with the 
characters in a way in six hours that they 

unable to in a film, particularly because 
the movies are often are high octane 

and immersed in some world-sav-
ing event, she said.

"So it is hard to go off an a 
little tangent on a character 
because the stakes are so high 
in one singular direction. In a 
series, we are able to meander 
a little bit, get inside the lives 
of our characters, and explore 
new twists," Skogland added.

Writer Spellman said they 
spent months working on the 

show, which explores important 
themes like racism, post-traumat-

ic stress disorder, and socioeconomic 
problems.

"We didn't tackle one episode at a time, 
we spent months. Vertically storytelling 
is features. Features is compressed time 
and directed towards one world event. A 
series allows horizontal storytelling and 
the rhythm of a series is different," he ex-
plained.

The story in "The Falcon and the Win-
ter Soldier" moves forward, dipping into 
the personal lives of the titular characters 
who are still reeling from the impact of 
Thanos' (Josh Brolin) finger snap in "End-
game" which wiped out half of the popu-
lation of the world including some of the 
superheroes.

The series is loaded with some ques-
tions and surprises, including the intro-
duction of new characters.

Marvel Studios president Kevin Feige 
said there are many surprises ahead and 
the previous events in the MCU have "led 
to this moment".

"Sometimes there's just the name, but 
often times we pull the lineage of their bi-
ography from the comics and then tweak 
it as is appropriate to the point of time we 
are introducing it in the MCU," the senior 
studio executive added.

"The Falcon and The Winter Soldier" is 
slated to be released on March 19 in En-
glish for subscribers of Disney+ Hotstar 
Premium and in Hindi, Tamil and Telugu 
for subscribers of Disney+ Hotstar VIP 
and Disney+ Hotstar Premium.

The series also stars Emily VanCamp, 
Daniel Bruhl, Wyatt Russell, and Don 
Cheadle, among others.

Beyonce becomes most awarded 
female artiste in Grammy history

Los Angeles, Mar 16 (PTI): With her four wins at 2021 
Grammy Awards, pop diva Beyonce became the most award-
ed female artiste in the history of the ceremony.

At the 63rd edition of Grammys, organised by the Re-
cording Academy, Beyonce was nominated in nine catego-
ries and won an award with Megan Thee Stallion for Savage 
(Remix) for best rap song as well as one for Black Parade for 
best R&B performance.

In the pre-telecast premiere ceremony, the pop star won 
the best music video award for Brown Skin Girl and another 
trophy for Savage.

With 28 Grammy wins in all, Beyonce broke a mark set 
by veteran singer Alison Krauss. She trails only classical con-
ductor Sir George Solti, who still holds the all-time record 
with 31 Grammys.

As an artist, I believe it's my job and all of our jobs to 
reflect the times. And it's been such a difficult time. And so, 
I want to uplift, encourage, and celebrate all the beautiful 
Black queens and kings that continue to inspire me and in-
spire the whole world," the pop singer said after winning the 
R&B performance award for Black Parade".

She also congratulated her and music producer Jay Z's 
daughter Blue Ivy Carter, credited as a collaborator on the 
song, for the win.

"I know my daughter is watching. Blue, congratulations, 
she won a Grammy tonight. I'm so proud of you. And I'm so 
honored to be your Mommy," she added.

Blu Ivy, nine, became the second youngest act to win a 
Grammy in show's history. Leah Peasall was eight when The 
Peasall Sisters won album of the year at the 2002 ceremo-
ny for their appearance on the T Bone Burnett-produced O 
Brother, Where Art Thou? soundtrack.

Hosted by Trevor Noah of "The Daily Show", the 2021 
Grammy Awards were held at the Los Angeles Convention 
Center with COVID-19 protocols in place.

Other venues were used for the reading of nominations 
and announcement of winners in various categories.
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