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JANTA MELA GETS UNDERWAY

Rs 1,000 cr worth of bene its covering 
1.43 lakh bene iciaries to be distributed

GANGTOK, 16 JAN 
(IPR): The popular 

outreach program of the 
State Government, the Jan-
ta Mela, or Gram Swaraj 
Abhiyan as it is more pop-
ularly known, for the year 
2018-19 began from East 
District with the irst 
program held at Paljor 
Stadium today. 

Chief Minister Pawan 
Chamling was present as 

the chief guest.  
Bene iciaries from 

ive Block Administrative 
Centres - Duga, Kham-
dong, Martam, Ranka and 
Nandok were covered in 
today’s program.

The Gram Swaraj Abhi-
yan is a unique endeavour 
of the State Government 
launched in the year 2008.  
Conceived and conceptu-
alized by the CM, the pub-
lic outreach program aims 
to ensure that welfare 
schemes and bene its ear-
marked for distribution to 
bene iciaries are handed 
over in public events by 
the Chief Minister himself. 

The socioeconomic 

upliftment of people 
from lower economic 
strata is at the heart of 

the program. 
Apart from distrib-

uting bene its in cash 

or kind, the objective of 
the program is also to make 
people aware of the peo-

ple-centric policies and pro-
grams of the Government. 

It also serves as a 
platform for people from 
the rural areas to direct-
ly interact with the Chief 
Minister and place their 
demands and grievances 
with him. The Depart-
ment of Rural Manage-
ment & Development is 
the nodal department re-
sponsible for organizing 
the Gram Swaraj Abhi-
yan, in coordination with 
all the line departments 
of the Government.

After formally inau-
gurating the program, 
the CM handed over to-
ken grants/ bene its in 

cash and kind to bene-
iciaries from different 

parts of the district. 
Some of the items dis-

tributed on the occasion 
were Electric Rice Cook-
ers, Water Filters, Com-
post Bins, Sound Sys-
tems, Samajik Seva Bhat-
ta, Financial Assistance 
for purchase of religious 
robes, Oxen for Plough-
ing and Breeding, Milch 
Cow, inancial incentive 
for setting up business-
es and enterprises to 
disabled persons, Incen-
tives under CM’s Start-up 
Scheme, House allotment 
certi icates under CMRHM

turn to pg07

Sukkumbasis 
to get land 
allotment 
orders this 
time

Adhoc teachers unhappy with 
HRDD ignoring CM’s directives

2 consecutive wins for Sikkim U-19 men’s cricket team
SUMMIT REPORT
G , 16 JAN:

Sikkim won their sec-
ond match of the 

Cooch Behar Trophy 
2018-19 today against 
Mizoram by 285 runs at 
Jorhat, Assam. 

Sikkim had earlier 
won the irst match of 
the tournament against 
Arunachal Pradesh by 3 
wickets, a press release 
from Sikkim Cricket As-
sociation. Sikkim got 
6 Point(s) for this win 
and so far 13 Point(s) is 
earned by the team in the 
tournament.

Sikkim won the toss 
and chose to bat irst on 
14 Jan and scored 221 
runs in the irst innings. 

Om Saini scored 84 
runs followed by Arif 
Ahmed Ansari (43), An-

wesh Karan Sharma (21), 
Rahul Paik (19) and Rob-
in Limboo (11*). 

They restricted the op-
ponent team to 114 runs, 
with Om Saini taking 4 
wickets, Adarsh Ramuda-
mu (2), Deepak Mahato 
(2) and Arif Ansari (1).

In the second innings, 

Sikkim made 245 runs 
with the loss of 8 wickets 
and declared. 

Rahul Paik scored his 
irst century for Sikkim 

[107] followed by Deepak 
Mahato (31), Bhim Luitel 
(23), and Anwesh (19). 

Sikkim set a target of 
352 runs. 

Again in the second 
innings, Sikkim bowled 
out Mizoram for just 67 
runs and won the match 
with a huge margin. 

Robin Limboo, Bhim 
Luitel, Anwesh Karan 
Sharma and Deepak Ma-
hato took 2 wickets each.

turn to pg02

SAGAR CHHETRI
G , 16 J : 

The All Sikkim Adhoc 
Teachers and Tem-

porary Employees Asso-
ciation [ASATTEA] today 
reiterated its demand 
seeking continuation of 
their service as adhoc 
teachers. The association 
has also demanded that 
the Human Resource De-
velopment Department 
follow up on the three 
announcements made by 
the Chief Minister on 23 
November 2018 in the in-
terest of adhoc teachers. 

Addressing a press 
conference here, an ex-
ecutive member of ASAT-
TEA, Yogesh Sharma, in-
formed that the CM had 

announced that there 
was no need to renew the 
service of adhoc teacher 
every year and that their 
appointments should 
continue uninterrupted, 
that the services of those 
adhoc teachers who ful il 
NCET norms be regular-
ised and that reservation 
be set aside for adhoc 
teachers in new hirings. 

“While enquiring 
about the same at a re-
cent meeting with HRDD 
Principal Secretary on 10 
January, we learned that 
the department has not 
taken any steps on these 
announcements of the 
CM,” he said. 

He further informed 
that the government 

was regularising the 
services of 4,312 adhoc 
employees of different 
departments who have 
completed ive years of 
service, but there was 
not a single adhoc teach-
er included in this list.

Mr Sharma claimed 
that there were 3,500 ad-
hoc teachers in the State 
and some of them have 
been working for more 
than 21 years now. 

He added that HRDD 
had assured to hold inter-
views for teacher appoint-
ments, but no steps have 
been taken towards it. 

He claimed that more 
than 80% of the adhoc 
teachers ful ill NCET norms 

turn to pg02

Nearly 1,400 
people died 
due to extreme 
weather events 
in 2018: Govt
N  D , J  16 
(PTI): A total of 1,428 
people died due to ex-
treme weather events in 
2018 with heavy rains 
and subsequent flood-
ing, dust storms, thun-
derstorms and light-
ening claiming half the 
lives, a top government 
official said Wednesday.

The year was also 
the sixth warmest year 
on record, M Rajeevan, 
Secretary, Ministry of 
Earth Sciences said.

“Extreme weath-
er events over country 
during 2018. The year 
2018 was the sixth 
warmest year on re-
cord since nationwide 
records commenced in 
1901. The other five 
warmest years are 2016, 
2009, 2017, 2010 and 
2015, all recent years,” 
he said on Twitter.

The official also 
posted a map depicting 
the number of deaths 
caused due to extreme 
weather patterns in the 
country that year.

In Uttar Pradesh, 
590 people died due 
to extreme weather 
events. The state with 
the largest population 
in the country saw 158 
deaths due to flood 
and heavy rainfall, 166 
deaths due to thunder-
storm, lightening (39 
deaths), dust storm (92 
deaths) and cold wave 
took 135 lives.

The casualty due to 
heavy rains and subse-
quent flooding was al-
most half---688 deaths-
--of the total number of 
people perished in the 
country in 2018.

Kerala, which saw 
unprecedented rain from 
August 8 to 23 saw 223 
deaths followed by Ut-
tar Pradesh (158), Ma-
harashtra (139), West 
Bengal (116) and Guja-
rat 52 deaths.

Cyclonic storms ‘Ti-
tli’ and ‘Gaja’ killed 122 
people, while avalanche 
claimed 11 lives in Jam-
mu and Kashmir.
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1. Winter Crash Courses running suc-
cessfully for classes X, XII (CBSE, 
ICSE,ISC)

2. Study Materials provided according 
to the standards of the board.

3. Mock Test and Pre Board examina-

tions for the students 
4. Revision notes for the students to 

make them much more eff ective 
5. Doubt clearing Sessions held by re-

spective teachers 
6. Separate hostel facilities for boys and girls.

STUDY ZONE
Mr. Dawchung Lepcha (Chairperson) 

For further details please contact: 9002163719, 7319565616, 7432036651 
Address: P.N.G Road, Opp. City press , Gangtok

OUR COURSE OUTLINES: 

1. To give clear concept of the chapters 
2. To give the students proper guidance 

to excel in their examinations 
3. To Prepare and deliver answers eff ec-

tively and effi  ciently
4. Greater emphasis would be to excel. 
5. Last minute suggestion tips as per 

board requirements

OUR COURSE OBJECTIVES: 

ADMISSION
OPEN

Anthyesthi Kriya of Lt. Bal Bdr. Lamichaney 
who left for his heavenly abode on 11/01/2019 
falls on 22/01/2019. All relatives, friends and 
well wishers are requested to join us in offer-
ing prayer for the departed soul at our resi-
dence at Gale Tea Garden, Kharka Dhura, Rang-
li Rangliot, Dist. Darjeeling. We would also like 
to take this opportunity to thank all those who 
stood by us during the time of bereavement.

Pranay Lamichaney (Senior 
Journalist) 8918852813

ANTHYESTHI KRIYA

10th Sikkim SARAS Trade Fair 
2019 inaugurated at Jorethang
SUMMIT REPORT
J , 16 J :

The Sikkim Rural Live-
lihood Mission of Rural 

Management and Develop-
ment Department is con-
ducting 10th State Level 
SARAS Trade Fair, 2019 at 
Jorethang from 14–23 Jan, 
2019. This year, SARAS 
(Sale of Articles of Rural 
Artisans Societies) Fair is 
being held as part of the 
Maghey Sankranti Mela, in-
forms a press release.  

The Fair was inaugu-
rated by Speaker, KN Rai 
on 15 Jan 19 at Jorethang. 
The programme was at-
tended by the Ministers 
and MLAs and other dig-
nitaries including Com-
missioner, RMDD, Dr. P 
Senthil Kumar and other 
of icials of various Depart-
ments. The SARAS Trade 
Fair is organised to facil-
itate mass sale of prod-
ucts made by the Self Help 
Groups of both Sikkim and 
other states of the country. 

There was participa-
tion of more than 8 states 
including Uttar Pradesh, 
West Bengal, Jammu 

Kashmir, Nagaland, Ma-
nipur, Chattisgarh, etc., in 
the Fair with a participa-
tion of about 25 SHGs, the 
release mentions. With-
in the state of Sikkim 
there was participation 
of about 120 SHGs from 
East, North, West and 
South Districts facilitated 
by the SRLM and NERLP. 
Various products of rural 

artisans including hand-
icrafts, handlooms, or-
ganic products, etc., are 
on exhibition and sale at 
their respective stalls. 

Sale by the SHGs was 
signi icant on the inaugu-
ral day. During the visit 
to the stall, various dig-
nitaries appreciated the 
effort and encouraged 
the SHGs to actively take 

forward the efforts tak-
en by them in a sustain-
able manner. 

The Fair will be open 
for 10 days from 14– 23 
Jan. The trade fair was 
organised by the Sikkim 
Rural Livelihood Mission 
(SRLM), Rural Manage-
ment and Development 
Department, Govern-
ment of Sikkim.

Voters Awareness Forum 
inaugurated in West Sikkim

G , 16 JAN (IPR): 
A Voters Awareness Fo-
rum (VAF) was inaugu-
rated in the presence of 
SDM, Tushar G Nikhare, 
here at the conference 
hall of District Adminis-
tration Centre, Rabden-
tse in West Sikkim today.

The inaugural activity 
was marked by brie ing 
session to all the employ-
ees present, where they 
were informed about 
the concept of VAF along 
with the basics of the 
electoral process.

Mr Nikhare briefed 
the gathering about the 
inauguration of VAF, Reg-
istration & Name-Check, 

Pledge taking on Nation-
al voters Day, Build the 
Ballot, Quiz, Rajbhasha 
Diwas and Floor games 
which are the calendar of 
activities in VAF. 

He also informed 

about the ‘Electoral Liter-
acy Club’ (ELC) for main-
streaming of electoral lit-
eracy in Schools, Colleges 
and Communities to pro-
mote electoral literacy in 
all age groups.

ITBP organizes Delhi excursion 
for North Sikkim students

SUMMIT REPORT
G , 16 J : 

The 11th Battalion, 
ITBP, stationed at 

Pegong in North Sikkim, 
as part of its Civic Ac-
tion Plan, organized an 
excursion to New Delhi 
for students from Tasa 
Tengay Govt Secondary 

School, Chungthang, and 
Govt Secondary School, 
Lachen, an ITBP press re-
lease informs. On 12 Jan-
uary, the 11th Bn Com-
mander, RK Tomar, ac-
companied the students 
to call on the DoNER 
Minister, Jitender Kumar, 
the release adds.

Kaziranga Univ holds ifth convocation

SUMMIT REPORT
G , 16 J :

The Assam Kaziranga 
University held its 

5th Annual Convocation 
Ceremony on 13 Jan at 
the University campus in 
Koraikhowa, Jorhat. At-
tended by several notable 
guests and luminaries, 
this year’s Convocation 
had Assam Chief Minis-
ter, Sarbananda Sonowal, 
as the chief guest.

Among the guests of 
honour were Ashok Mit-
tal, Chancellor, Lovely 
Professional University, 
and six-time World Am-
ateur Boxing Champion 
MC Mary Kom, who was 
awarded an Honorary 
Doctorate by Kaziranga 
University in 2018. The 
Convocation ceremony 
was presided over by 
the Chancellor, Kaziran-
ga University, Dr Murli 

Dhar Khetan.
405 students were 

awarded their degrees as 
they of icially graduated 
from the University. 

The University also 
conferred Honorary Doc-
torate Degrees on Padma 
Shri Jadav Payeng, As-
sam’s very own ‘Forest 
Man,’ and former World 
and Olympic Champion 
Abhinav Bindra [in ab-
sentia] on the occasion.

Second day of Jorethang Maghey Mela 2019 
JORETHANG, 16 JAN (IPR): 
The second day of the Jore-
thang Maghey Sankranti 
Mela, 2019 themed “con-
nect with your soul a festi-
val of culture customs and 
tradition” organised by Ma-
ghey Mela Organizing Com-
mittee, 2019 (MMOC) had 
Minister Human Resource 
Development Department, 
RB Subba as the chief guest. 

He was accompanied 
by the Chairperson NJMC, 
Tika Gurung, Patron 
MMOC, SDM (Jorethang), 
Tshering Bhutia, members 
of MMOC, Of icials and 
public at large.

At the onset, the Min-
ister offered his prayers 
at the Trikaleshwar tem-
ple. Thereafter, he visited 
the AROGYA and CATCH 

Mela at Garib Uthan Bha-
wan. He then visited the 
department stalls put up 
at Jorethang playground. 
While visiting the stalls 
the Minister appreciat-
ed the display which was 
put up by the concerned 
department representing 
their line of work.

The chief guest also 
handed over certi icates 
and prizes to winners of 
the painting competition 

which was organized by 
HRD Department on the 
theme “Maghey Mela 
now and then” on the in-
augural day. 

The irst, second and 
third prize in the painting 
category was awarded to 
Tejas Kumar Rai, Ruma 
Lama and Ranco Group re-
spectively. The chief guest 
also distributed welfare 
schemes formulated by 
the Health Department. 

Congress led Centre will 
waive Sikkim’s debts: SPCC 

SUMMIT REPORT
G , 16 J :

Sikkim Pradesh Con-
gress Committee 

(SPCC) has said that the 
All India Congress Com-
mittee (AICC) president, 
Rahul Gandhi has con-
veyed that the Congress 
party remains positive on 
waiving off Sikkim’s cen-
tral debts, as was done 
recently in the states of 
Madhya Pradesh and Ra-
jasthan, in order to relieve 
the burden of famers, un-
employed, socio-econom-
ically backward classes 
and the rural masses.

In a press release 
issued today, SPCC has 
alleged that regional par-
ties have been responsi-
ble for gradual dilution of 
local protective old laws 
and acts. Regional parties 
have worked solely for 
their sel ish gains ignor-
ing all genuine concerns 
of the Sikkimese people, 
the party has said.

Whenever people 
realised the need for 
change and decided to 
move towards it, the 
powers that be have al-

ways engaged in in lu-
encing the electorate 
with freebies and false 
lofty promises pre-polls 
and shameless horse 
trading buyoffs post-
polls, the release states.

The release further 
informs that a meeting 
of SPCC was convened 
at the party head of ice 
at 6th Mile, Tadong on 
14 Jan, 2019, under the 
chairmanship of SPCC 
president, Bharat Bas-
net. The meeting was at-
tended by of ice bearers, 
district committee mem-
bers and party support-
ers from all four districts. 

The party extended 
warm wishes on the oc-
casion of Makar Sankran-
ti to the people of Sikkim 
and also congratulated 
SPCC president, Mr Bas-
net on being appoint-
ed a member of the core 
committee of the All India 
Congress Committee. This 
is the irst time any SPCC 
president has been ap-
pointed to this committee, 
the release mentions. 

Mr Basnet recently 
attended the core com-
mittee meeting in New 
Delhi, where he raised 
vital issues of Sikkim and 
brought it to the atten-
tion of the AICC.

The release also 
mentions that INC pres-
ident, Rahul Gandhi 
plans to visit Sikkim to 
personally interact with 
local stakeholders. 

FibroScan machine at 
Jorethang Maghey Mela

JORETHANG, 16 JAN 
(IPR): The major high-
light of Jorethang Ma-
ghey Sankranti Mela, 
2019 was the installation 
of a FibroScan machine. 
This machine has been 
installed at the Garib 
Utthan Bhawan by the 

Health Department and 
its services offered free 
of cost. FibroScan is a 
specialized ultrasound 
machine meant to screen 
the liver. This machine 
measures ibrosis (scar-
ring) and steatosis (fatty 
change) in the liver.

but the department has 
not conducted the inter-
view since 2014. 

“We are not asking for 
all of us to be regularized, 
but our demand with the 
department is to make 
rules and norms for ad-
hoc teachers which will 
help us to get regularised 
on seniority basis. At 
present, we are working 
on ‘No Work, No Pay’ ba-
sis and our future is un-
certain,” Mr Sharma said. 

He also informed that 
many candidates have 
been appointed as teach-
ers under the One Family 
One Job scheme. 

“As per the announce-
ment of the government 
these teachers under 
OFOJ will be regularised 
after ive years then it 
will be injustice to us 
to still struggle for our 
regularisation even af-
ter working for so many 
years,” he said. 

Mr Sharma stated 
that the association has 
decided to convene meet-
ings at different blocks of 
the State to discuss the 
matter and take a collec-
tive decision on the fu-
ture course of action. 

Adhoc teachers 
unhappy...

“It was a good show 
by our players in all as-
pects of the game, most-
ly in bowling and ield-
ing where no easy runs 
were allowed. Om Saini’s 
84 runs in the irst in-
nings and his 4 wickets 
helped the team a lot 
and brought con idence 
in the team and in the 
second innings a bril-
liant Century by Rahul 
Paik gave us a good lead 
and helped us win this 
match. I am happy with 
the overall performance 
of the team. The players 
are improving with each 
match and the team is 
well motivated for our 
next match against Me-
ghalaya,” said Coach Lak-
pa Chettri.

Sikkim has played sev-
en matches out of which 
it has won 2 - against 
Arunachal Pradesh and 
Mizoram, drawn one 
against Puducherry. 

Sikkim will be play-
ing its last match against 
Meghalaya at MCA Crick-
et Ground, Polo Ground, 
Shillong on 21 Jan 2019, 
the release mentions.

2 consecutive 
wins...

Zumba at Jorethang 
Maghey Sankranti Mela

J , 16 J  
(IPR):  In a bid to encour-
age healthy lifestyle a 
Zumba session was held 
at M G Lane, Jorethang. 
This session was con-
ducted in collaboration 
with Jorethang Maghey 
Sankranti Mela and was 
led by of icials and staff 

of IRBn Pipalay. It may be 
mentioned here that CO 
IRBn (Pipalay), Pravin 
Gurung initiated this 
type of aerobic ses-
sion at Jorethang since 
last year with the aim to 
improve the overall it-
ness and strength of the 
general public.

Tripura CM 
launches Rs 
1,000cr forest 
management 
project
A , J  16 (PTI): 
Tripura Chief Minister 
Biplab Kumar Deb on 
Wednesday launched a 
Rs 1,000-crore Sustain-
able Catchment Forest 
Management (SCAT-
FORM) project for local 
communities living in 
and around forest areas 
in the state.

Deb said people resid-
ing in such areas have been 
facing problems in access-
ing forest resources and 
water, due to soil erosion.

“The project would 
help improve forests in 
the targeted catchment 
areas, and the ecosystem 
would be conserved. It 
would also create liveli-
hood of the people living 
in and around the forest 
areas,” he said.

The Japan Interna-
tional Cooperation Agen-
cy (JICA) would bear 80 
per cent of the cost and 
the rest would be funded 
by the state and central 
governments. 
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ROADS & BRIDGES DEPARTMENT
GOVERNMENT OF SIKKIM

GANGTOK
Memo No:622/SD IV/R&B/2018-19/105                 Date: 11/01/2019

NOTICE  INVITING TENDER
For and on behalf of the Governor of Sikkim, Assistant Engineer- iv, Roads & Bridges Department, Government 
of Sikkim , invites sealed tenders under single bid system from the eligible contractors of Class IV Grade enlist-
ed with Sikkim Public Works Department vide Noti ication No. 515/R&B/Secy, dated 12.06.2018 and noti ica-
tion no. 556/R&B PWD/Secy dated : 28.08.2018 for the construction of fair weather roads, through competi-
tive bidding within the territorial jurisdiction of  concern Ward of GPU/ULB  where the work is to be executed. 

The details of works and time schedule are as under:
SL.
No.

Name of Work Cost of Work 
put to tender 

(in Rs)

Earnest 
Money @ 
2.50% (in 

Rs.)

Cost of 
Tender 
docu-

ments (in 
Rs.)

Completion 
Time.

1. Construction of  link road from Luing 
Highway to Changrang under Burtuk 
constituency in East Sikkim.

Luing-Parbing  GPU

Km 0.00 to Km 2.00 84,76,992.00 2,11,925.00 5,000.00 12 months

Km 2.00 to Km 3.00  42,38,496.00 1,05,970.00 1,500.00 18 months

Km 3.00 to Km 4.00  42,38,496.00 1,05,970.00 1,500.00 18 months

Km 4.00 to  Km 5.50  63,57,744.00  1,58,944.00 5,000.00 24 months

2. Construction of Road from  Lower 
Burtuk via Luing, Kharka Gaon to Luing  
Thamidara road under Upper Burutk 
constituency in East Sikkim.

Luing-Parbing  GPU

Km 2.00 to Km 3.00  42,38,496.00  1,05,970.00 1,500.00 18 months

Km 3.00 to Km 4.00  42,38,496.00 1,05,970.00 1,500.00 18 months

3. Construction of link road from SPWD 
road near Nandok Sec School to Devi 
Mandir, CNI Church leading via Nandok 
Gumpa under Syari constituency.

Saramsa – Nandok   GPU

Km 1st  & 2nd  (1500m)  63,57,744.00  1,59,000.00 5,000.00 12 months

Km  3rd  42,38,496.00 1,06,000.00 1,500.00 12 months

4. Construction of link road from Math-
laybong PMGSY road via Ranipool PWD 
Road to Lower Rai Gaon Nandok under 
Syari constituency. 

Saramsa – Nandok   GPU

Km 1st   42,38,496.00 1,06,000.00 1,500.00 12 months

Km  2nd & 3rd  63,57,744.00  1,59,000.00 5,000.00 12 months

5. Construction of  link road from below Holy 
Cross School to Lumsey near Mechanical 
Store under Tadong constituency.

Tadong Muncipal  Ward

Part I (500m) 21,19,248.00 53,000.00 1,500.00 12 months

6. Construction of link road from below 
Holy Cross School to Lumsey near Me-
chanical Store under Tadong constitu-
ency.

Daragaon Muncipal Ward

Part II (500m) 21,19,248.00 53,000.00 1,500.00 12 months

7. Construction of Road from Andheri 
Bridge NH 10 to Upper Samdur under 
Namcheybong constituency.

Ranipool Municipal Ward.

 Part I Km 0.00 to Km 2.00 84,76,992.00 2,12,000.00 5,000.00 18 months

Part II Km 0.00 to Km 1.50  63,57,744.00  1,59,000.00 5,000.00 18 months
 
TIME SCHEDULE:-

1. Date of submission of application with (i) Demand Draft/ 
deposit slip for cost of tender documents drawn against ac-
count of respective GPU/ ULB and (ii) TDR of SBS as Earnest 
money to be drawn in favour of Accounts Of icer, R&B, for 
issue of Tender Forms.

(Bank account number for DD can be 
obtained from respective GPU/ULB).

For all works. 28th & 29th January 2019 from of ice of 
respective GPUs and ULBs.

2. Last Date and Time for submission of Tender

For all works. 1st of February 2019 (10.00 am to 1.00 
pm) at respective GPKs/ ULBs.

3. Date and Time for Opening of Tender

For all works. 1st of February 2019 (2.00 pm) at re-
spective GPKs/ ULBs.

CONDITIONS OF CONTRACT
1. Tender is open only to the eligible Constractors of appropriate class and area.
2. GST registration is must for successful bidder before issuing work order.
3. The bidder shall produce Certi icate of Residence from the concerned Gram Panchyat Unit/Urban 

Local Bodies where the work is being executed.
4. For others General Conditions of Contract and other queries, Of ice of the Divisional Engineer, East I 

and Of ice Assistant Engineer, Sub Division IV, R&B, Gangtok, may be contacted during of ice hours. 

R.O. NO. 597/IPR/Pub/Classi/18-19 
Date:16.01.2019 

Assistant Engineer – IV
Roads & Bridges Department

Nirman Bhawan, Gangtok.

SC candidate replaced from AE list 
for being Christian protests process

SUMMIT REPORT
G , 16 J : 

Sabnam Rasaily of Chi-
sopani, Jorethang in 

South Sikkim, has ex-
pressed “total dissatis-
faction” with the manner 
in which her name was 
replaced after two days of 
the announcement of the 
results of exams for Assis-
tant Engineer [Civil]. 

She has now appealed 
to the Chief Minister to 
give justice to her.

It is informed that Sik-
kim Public Service Com-
mission had released 
the list of 36 quali ied 
Assistant Engineer [Civil] 
candidates on 19 Novem-
ber 2018, but after two 
days, SPSC published a 
corrigendum mention-
ing that Sabnam Rasaily, 
a Christian, had inad-
vertently been selected 
for the post against the 

roster point reserved for 
Scheduled Caste catego-
ry hence was replaced by 
another SC candidate.

Addressing a press 
conference here today, 
Ms Rasaily said, “SPSC did 
not send me any notice 
or even inform me be-
fore replacing my name. 
It was really very humil-
iating and disheartening 
for me to learn that I had 
been replaced by another 
candidate through social 

and other media when I 
was receiving best wish-
es and congratulations 
from the people.” 

She further stated that 
SPSC should have sent 
her a notice or at least 
informed her before pub-
lishing the corrigendum 
in public. She stressed that 
this process has been very 
unfair on her and all the 
hard work she had in-
vested in preparation for 
the interview.

She stated that upon 
enquiring about the same, 
the SPSC Secretary ex-
plained it to a mistake in 
the scrutiny process since 
no person who professes 
any religion apart from 
Hinduism or the Sikhismis 
deemed to an SC qualify-
ing for reservation. 

“I had clearly men-
tioned Christianity in the 
religion column and also 
submitted my SC certi i-
cate while iling the form 
for the interview but to 
replace my name after 
the announcement of the 
results is very unjust and 
humiliating,” she said. 

She expressed her de-
sire to meet the CM to per-
sonally place her issue. 

“The CM is the guard-
ian of the people of Sik-
kim and I am very hope-
ful that he will give me 
justice,” she said.

NSUO threatens to protest against Citizenship (Amendment) Bill
SUMMIT REPORT
GANGTOK, 16 J : 

Nationalist Sikkim 
United Organisation 

[NSUO] has now appealed 
to different organisations 
and individuals of Sikkim 
to condemn and protest 
the Citizenship (Amend-
ment) Bill. The organisa-
tion has also threatened 
to start a movement in 
the State against this bill.

Addressing a press con-
ference here today, NSUO 
coordinator, Deo Kumar 
Pradhan stated that if this 
Act is extended to Sikkim 
then it will endanger Sik-
kim Subject Regulation Act 

1961, Revenue Order No 1, 
Representative of People’s 
Act 1974 and other old laws 
of Sikkim protected by Arti-
cle 371F of the Constitution. 
He added that Sikkim being 
a peaceful State there are 
possibilities of citizens of 
foreign countries to settle 

here threating the existence 
of Sikkim and its people.

Mr Pradhan stated 
that claims of the Prime 
Minister to ful il the 
dreams of Gorkhas have 
been proven false due to 
this bill and providing 
tribal status to 6 commu-

nities of Assam ignoring 
Sikkim’s demand of tribal 
status for 11 communities. 

Did MPs from Sikkim 
consult all 32 MLAs of 
Sikkim Assembly before 
supporting the Citizen-
ship (Amendment) Bill, he 
questioned. If not then they 
should recall their support 
to the bill and resign from 
the post, he added. 

“We will not allow 
this Act to be implement-
ed in the State at any 
cost. We are in touch with 
different organisations of 
the State and will start a 
mass movement against 
this bill,” he said.

VAF training for nodal 
of icers and NGO reps

GANGTOK, 16 JAN 
(IPR): As per the direc-
tive of Election Commis-
sion of India, the Of ice of 
the Chief Electoral Of i-
cer organized a brie ing/ 
training programme for 
Nodal Of icers of various 
state government de-
partments and non-gov-
ernment institutions on 
Voter Awareness Forum 
(VAF) at the conference 
hall of Chief Electoral Of-
ice, Baluwakhani today.

The programme was 
chaired by the Chief Elec-
toral Of icer, Sikkim, R 
Telang, and attended by 
of icials of the Electoral 
Of ice, nodal of icers of 
govt departments and 
representatives from 
pharma companies.

Addressing the gath-
ering, Mr Telang said that 
the main objective of VAF 
was to promote electoral 
awareness ahead of the 
general elections.

He informed that Sik-
kim will be launching 
Voter Helpline - 1950 
- for the facilitation of 
voters in the state on 
National Voters Day 
(25 Jan).

“Voter Helpline num-
ber is aimed at making 
voters more empowered. 
It will help the electorate 
to get complete informa-
tion about their electoral 
roll. It serves as an ef-
fective tool towards re-
dressal of voter’s griev-
ances related to EPIC, 
voter registration etc,” 
the CEO said.

He informed that 
this helpline num-
ber will be available 
during office hours on 
all working days.

Earlier, SDM-Kabi, 
Mahesh Sharma, the 
State Maser Trainer, 
spoke on the formation 
and functions of VAF.

He informed that VAF 

was a forum for generat-
ing awareness around 
the electoral process 
through different ac-
tivities like discus-
sions, quizzes and 
painting competitions 
and other engaging ac-
tivities from community 
to university level.

The Master trainer 
explained the Voter Ver-
i iable Paper Audit Trail 
(VVPAT) and Electron-
ic Voting Machines, 
their functioning and 
operation. VVPAT is 
paper slip dispensing 
machine which prints 
out a receipt of the 
vote cast which then 
drops into a sealed box 
attached to the EVM for 
use by the election com-
mission. It can only be 
seen by the concerned 
voter, not collected, to 
verify that the vote, s/he 
cast went to the candi-
date or not.

2018 sixth 
warmest yr 
since 1901: 
IMD
N  D , J  16 
(PTI): A total of 1,428 
people died due to ex-
treme weather events 
in 2018, which was 
also the sixth warmest 
year since 1901, a top 
government of icial said 
Wednesday.

The average tempera-
ture over India during 
2018 was “signi icantly 
above normal”, the India 
Meteorological Depart-
ment (IMD) said in a 
statement.

The country’s average 
season mean tempera-
tures were also “above 
the average” with the 
winter season (January- 
February, +0.59 degree 
Celsius) being the ifth 
warmest since 1901 and 
the pre-monsoon season 
(March-May) the seventh 
warmest, it said.

The average mean 
monthly temperatures were 
also “warmer than the nor-
mal” during all the months 
of the year except December, 
the statement said.

Meteorologists have 
pointed out global warm-
ing as behind the rise in 
temperatures.

“During the year 
(2018), annual mean sur-
face air temperature, av-
eraged over the country, 
was +0.41 degree Cel-
sius above (1981-2010 
period) average. The year 
2018 was the sixth warm-
est year on record since 
nationwide records com-
menced in 1901,” the MeT 
statement said. 
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Media Should Invite 
More Criticism

There can, after all, be no 
improvement without analysis

The news media is introduced as the fourth 
estate, the fourth pillar holding up the 

shelter of democracy. 
Interestingly, while the other “estates” of 

democracy – the judiciary, the executive and 
the legislative – have a screening process to get 
where they do and are also occasionally held 
accountable for their actions in a formal way in 
the public domain, the news media is an equal 
opportunity sector where anyone can get in and 
appears to work unfettered and is technically 
answerable to no one. In a perfect world, this is 
how things should be with “open access” grad-
uating to meritocracy and excellence in this es-
tate. The watchdog in a true democratic system 
should not be subservient to anyone or anything 
if it is to deliver on its responsibilities properly. 
It is, however, not a perfect world that we live 
in, so checks and balances are required at every 
level. One could argue that the readers are the 
best agency to rein in the media when the power 
of the pen goes to their head. And, in a way they 
are. No matter how sensational its content, a 
newspaper, news channel or any other vehicle 
of information loses credibility in the reader’s 
mind if it keeps reporting rumours for facts 
and highlighting trivialities as issues. Readers 
might turn to them for entertainment, but will 
take the information with a pinch of salt. And, 
with so many other modes of entertainment 
available nowadays, even that USP becomes a 
liability very fast. So, yes, readership/ viewer-
ship (or followers if you are more SocialMedia 
inclined) is the one factor that ixes account-
ability on newspapers.

Obviously, sometimes, just this much is not 
enough. Readership is not respected to the ex-
tent it should be - neither in Sikkim nor in India 
as a whole. While simple numbers are enough 
to decide readership in Sikkim, at a national 
level it becomes slightly more complicated. The 
numbers game that media houses indulge in to 
in late circulation is no secret and it is perhaps 
for this reason that an editorial post common in 
West is now being toyed by some newspapers in 
India too. The Hindu had started the ball rolling 
with the offer to appoint a Reader’s Editor, an 
Ombudsman of sorts. This was a brave decision 
as the Reader’s Editor, the in-house critic, is ex-
pected to be scathing in her/his analysis of the 
newspaper. That experiment has played out to 
mixed results, but is worth exploring on wider 
scale. A Reader’s/ Public  Editor does not only 
question and challenge the veracity of news-re-
ports, but also pulls up the intents and vested in-
terests behind the highlighting, prominence and 
display of certain stories. That is not all, s/he is 
also allowed to question journalistic ethics of 
the newspaper and also air opinion when some 
stories are downplayed or dropped. S/he does 
all this not in internal memos, but in a space al-
lotted in the newspaper. In the public domain. 
Reader’s Editors in the West have been known 
to be extremely sharp in their criticism. Their 
performance in India leaves a lot to be desired 
but is a necessary undertaking. It is also unlikely 
to happen with any signi icance because media 
criticism/ analysis is still a rare animal in media 
circles. Some online platforms are trying to cor-
rect this, but their reach is still limited.

The reason this is being shared here is to high-
light the fact that there can be no improvement 
without criticism. And, there is no such thing as 
“positive criticism.” Criticism is criticism, its pos-
itivity or negativity depends on the target of the 
criticism and how it is used. Newspaper reports 
are not the inal word. Everyone knows that, and 
since there is still a lot of room for improvement 
as far as our conduct is concerned, we, in the 
media, should invite more responses. To begin 
with, there will be crude and poorly informed 
outbursts, but if we give it time, discussions on 
newspapers in the public domain will soon be-
come more coherent and, yes, “constructive”. 

Bees and butter lies are under threat from 
urbanisation – here’s how city-dwellers can help

Theresa May Brexit deal hammered in parliament, but 
be wary of prospects of a new ‘consensus’ approach

SIMON USHERWOOD
theconversation.com

Another day, another record. The 
230 majority against the motion 

to approve Theresa May’s withdrawal 
agreement on the UK’s exit from the 
EU smashes pretty much any parlia-
mentary record one cares to discover.

That May’s immediate response 
was to make time for the house to de-
bate and vote on Labour’s motion of 
no-con idence in her the day after her 
loss was thus hardly a surprise: how 
else to respond to such a heavy blow 
against the central platform and poli-
cy of the government?

And yet the abiding impression of 
these events was of avoiding a reso-
lution, for as long as possible. Most 
obviously, May did not offer her res-
ignation. That was a re lection not of 
her principles but rather her analysis 
of the situation. As she noted in her 
statement, a lack of majority for her 
deal doesn’t mean there’s a majority 
for another course of action. Without 
that alternative majority, she clearly 
feels there is still everything to play for 

and she is the right person for the job.
In essence, what May offered par-

liament was a “put-up or shut-up” 
proposition. Should the government 
win the con idence motion – which 
looks very likely indeed – she will 
hold a series of cross-party talks, 
inviting parliament to bring ideas 
and suggestions about how to build 
a majority position. The results will 
then be put to the EU for negotiation 
and agreement.

At one level, that might sound like 
a generous offering to a parliament 
that Number 10 has tried hard to keep 
well away from the process to date. It 
looks like a concession to those who 
have said May’s offer is unacceptable. 
But in practice, this is just another 
stage in the longer-term Number 10 
strategy of whittling away the options 
available, until only the withdrawal 
agreement remains.

If you consider that there is no 
majority in parliament for any option 
at present – May’s deal, a softer form 
of Brexit, second referendum, or a re-
vocation of the entire process – then 
this offer of talks looks more like a 

trap than an opportunity or a concil-
iatory gesture.

The only two changes that might 
win over the kinds of numbers of MPs 
to secure a majority both look prob-
lematic. For Tory backbenchers or the 
DUP, the big bone of contention is the 
backstop arrangement on Northern 
Ireland. A limit on its application 
or the power for the UK to decide 
alone not to use it would have a very 
big impact on the support the gov-
ernment could get. Yet this is clearly 
not going to gain the support of the 
EU, which sunk very deep red lines 
around that part of the agreement. 
It cannot move those lines without 
compromising the interests of one 
of its own member states.

Much more acceptable to the EU 
would be the other possible change: a 
commitment to a much softer Brexit, 
staying in the single market and the 
customs union, which would bring a 
lot of opposition parties on-side. In 
this case, the problem would be do-
mestic: does May want to be propped 
up by the opposition; does the opposi-
tion want to prop up the government; 

and can May give up the one thing that 
has been central to her Brexit plans – 
an end to free movement?

In short, the offer to parliament is 
intended to demonstrate that despite 
all its faults and Tuesday night’s ham-
mering, the withdrawal agreement 
is still on the table, agreed by the EU 
and there to potentially be put to an-
other vote following further discus-
sions and guarantees.

Thus we might ind ourselves re-
peating this vote, with no substantive 
changes to the text and ever greater 
uncertainty about what will happen 
on March 29.

May’s withdrawal agreement 
might still have a future, but this vote 
means that it is unlikely ever to be-
come a popular and positive choice 
for parliament, or for the public in 
general. Being the least-bad option 
could get it over one hurdle, but it 
points to the bigger questions that 
the UK still has to face – what does its 
future relationship with the EU actu-
ally look like?

[the writer is Reader in 
Politics, University of Surrey]

KATHERINE BALDOCK
theconversation.com

Pollinators such as bees, hover lies and butter-
lies, are responsible for the reproduction of 

many lowering plants and help to produce more 
than three quarters of the world’s crop species. 
Globally, the value of the services provided by polli-
nators is estimated at between US$235 billion and 
US$577 billion.

It’s alarming, then, 
that pollinators are under 
threat from factors includ-
ing more intense farming, 
climate change, disease 
and changing land use, 
such as urbanisation. Yet 
recent studies have sug-
gested that urban areas 
could actually be bene i-
cial, at least for some polli-
nators, as higher numbers 
of bee species have been 
recorded in UK towns 
and cities, compared with 
neighbouring farmland.

To ind out which 
parts of towns and cities 
are better for bees and 
other pollinators, our re-
search team carried out 
ieldwork in nine different 

types of land in four UK 
cities: Bristol, Reading, 
Leeds and Edinburgh.
AN EASY WIN

Urban areas are a com-
plex mosaic of different land uses and habitats. We 
surveyed pollinators in allotments (also known as 
community gardens), cemeteries and churchyards, 
residential gardens, public parks, other green spac-
es (such as playing ields), nature reserves, road 
verges, pavements and man-made surfaces such as 
car parks or industrial estates.

Our results suggest that allotments are good 
places for bees and other pollinating insects, and 
that creating more allotments will bene it the pol-
linators in towns and cities. Allotments are bene i-
cial for human health and well-being, and also help 
boost local food production.

In the UK, there are waiting lists for allotments 
in many areas, so local authorities and urban plan-
ners need to recognise that creating more allotment 

sites is a winning move, which will bene it people, 
pollinators and sustainable food production.
GOOD TIPS FOR GREEN THUMBS

We also recorded high numbers of pollinating 
insects in gardens. Residential gardens made up 
between a quarter and a third of the total area of 
the four cities we sampled, so they’re really a cru-
cial habitat for bees and other pollinators in cities. 
That’s why urban planners and developers need to 
create new housing developments with gardens.

But it’s not just the quantity of gardens that 
matters, it’s the quality, too. And there’s a lot that 
residents can do to ensure their gardens provide a 
good environment for pollinators.

Rather than paving, decking and neatly mown 
lawns, gardeners need to be planting flowers, 
shrubs and bushes that are good for pollinators. 
Choose plants that have plenty of pollen and nec-
tar that is accessible to pollinators, and aim to 
have flowers throughout the year to provide a 
constant supply of food. Our research suggests 
that borage and lavender are particularly attrac-
tive for pollinators.

Often plants and seeds in garden centres are 
labelled with pollinator logos to help gardeners 
choose suitable varieties – although a recent 

study found that that ornamental plants on sale 
can contain pesticides that are harmful to polli-
nators, so gardeners should check this with re-
tailers before buying.

Weeds are important too; our results suggest 
that dandelions, buttercups and brambles are im-
portant lowers for pollinators. So create more 
space for pollinators by mowing less often to allow 
lowers to grow, and leaving weedy corners, since 

undisturbed areas make good nesting sites.
AN URBAN REFUGE

Parks, road verges 
and other green spac-
es make up around a 
third of cities, however 
our study found that 
they contain far fewer 
pollinators than gar-
dens. Our results sug-
gest that increasing the 
numbers of lowers in 
these areas, potentially 
by mowing less often, 
could have a real ben-
e it for pollinators (and 
save money). There are 
already several initia-
tives underway to en-
courage local authori-
ties to mow less often.

Ensuring there are 
healthy populations of 
pollinators will bene it 
the native plants and 
ecosystems in urban 
areas, as well as any-
one who is growing 

food in their garden or allotment. Towns and cities 
could act as important refuges for pollinators in the 
wider landscape, especially since agricultural areas 
can be limited in terms of the habitat they provide.

It’s crucial for local authorities, urban planners, 
gardeners and land managers to do their bit to im-
prove the way towns and cities are managed for 
pollinators. National pollinator strategies already 
exist for several countries, and local pollinator 
strategies and action plans are helping to bring to-
gether the key stakeholders in cities. Wider adop-
tion of this type of united approach will help to 
improve towns and cities for both the people and 
pollinators that live there.

[the writer is NERC Knowledge 
Exchange Fellow, University of Bristol]
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GOVERNMENT OF SIKKIM
ROADS & BRIDGES DEPARTMENT

KALUK SUB-DIVISION, WEST SIKKIM

NOTICE INVITING TENDER
N.I.T. NO:- 35 TO 36/NIT/R&B/Kal.                  DATED: 08.01.2019

For and on behalf of the Governor of Sikkim, Assistant Engineer, Roads & Bridges Department in-
vites sealed tenders under single bid system from the eligible contractors of class IV Grade enlisted 
with Sikkim Public Works Department vide Noti ication No. 515/R&B/Secy, dated 12.06.2018,for 
the construction Fair Weather Roads, through competitive bidding within the territorial juris-
diction of Gram Panchayat/ Urban Local Bodies (concern ward) where the work is to be executed. 
The details of works and time schedule  are as under:-

Sl.
No.

Name of Work Value put to 
tender (Rs.)

Completion 
Time (in 
months)

Amount of Bank 
receipt for cost 
of tender docu-
ments (Rs)

Amount of 
Earnest Mon-
ey @2.50% 
For issue of 
tender form 
(Rs.)

1 2 3 4 5 6
20- Maneybong GPU, West Sikkim (Maneybong Dentam Constituency)
1. Construction of  road 

from  Hillary Road Ut-
tarey to Sambutar, New 
Market via Gumpa Dara 
ward no.3.

Km 0.00 to 1.00 (1 km)

Rs. 
42,38,496.00

12 months Rs. 2,500/- Rs. 
1,05,962.00

2 Construction of  road 
from  Hillary Road Ut-
tarey to Sambutar, New 
Market via Gumpa Dara 
ward no.3.

Km 1.00 to 2.00 (1 km)

Rs. 
42,38,496.00

12 months Rs. 2,500/- Rs. 
1,05,962.00

29- Sangadorjee GPU, West Sikkim (Rinchenpong Constituency)
3. Construction of  road 

from Lower Sangador-
jee to Toknam

Km 0.00 to 1.00 (1 km)

Rs. 
42,38,496.00

12 months Rs. 2,500/- Rs. 
1,05,962.00

4 Construction of  road 
from Lower Sangador-
jee to Toknam

Km 1.00 to 2.00 (1 km)

Rs. 
42,38,496.00

12 months Rs. 2,500/- Rs. 
1,05,962.00

5 Constructiobn of road 
fom Reshi Rinchenpong 
SPWD road to Nang-
yang Hittibong.

Km 0.00 to 1.00 (1 Km)

Rs. 
42,38,496.00

12 months Rs. 2,500/ - Rs. 
1,05,962.00

6. Constructiobn of road 
fom Reshi Rinchenpong 
SPWD road to Nang-
yang Hittibong.

Km 1.00 to 2.00 (1 Km)

Rs. 
42,38,496.00

12 months Rs. 2,500/- Rs. 
1,05,962.00

7. Constructiobn of road 
fom Reshi Rinchenpong 
SPWD road to Nang-
yang Hittibong.

Km 2.00 to 3.00 (1 Km)

Rs. 
42,38,496.00

12 months Rs. 2,500/- Rs. 
1,05,962.00

8. Constructiobn of road 
fom Reshi Rinchenpong 
SPWD road to Nang-
yang Hittibong.

Km 3.00 to 4.00 (1 Km)

Rs. 
42,38,496.00

12 months Rs. 2,500/- Rs. 
1,05,962.00

9. Constructiobn of road 
fom Reshi Rinchenpong 
SPWD road to Nang-
yang Hittibong.

Km 4.00 to 5.00 (1 Km)

Rs. 
42,38,496.00

12 months Rs. 2,500/- Rs. 
1,05,962.00

TIME SCHEDULE
1. Date of submission of application 

with Bank receipt for issue of Ten-
der (At respective VAC).

6th Feb 2019 for Sl no 1 to 4 
(10 am to 4pm)

11th Feb 2019 for Sl no 5 
to 9 (10 am to 4pm)

2. Date of issue of tender forms on 
submission of TDR (as Earnest 
Money) (AT respective VAC).

7th Feb 2019 for Sl no. 1 to 4 
(10 am to 4 pm).

12th Feb 2019 for Sl no 5 
to 9 (10 am to 4pm)

3. Last Date & Time for Submission 
of Tender (AT respective VAC).

8th Feb 2019 for Sl no. 1 to 4 
(10 am to 2.30 pm).

13th Feb 2019 for Sl no 5 
to 9 (10 am to 2.30 pm)

4. Date & Time for Opening of Tender 
(AT respective VAC).

8th Feb 2019 for Sl no. 1 to 4 ( 
3.30 pm).

13th Feb 2019 for Sl no 5 
to 9 (3.30 pm)

CONDITIONS OF CONTRACT.
1. Tender is open only to the eligible Contractors / Firms of appropriate Class/ Area.
2. The intending tenders/ contractors should apply in writing for issue of Tender documents. 

The application would invariably be signed by the contractor himself/ herself.
The tender document will not be issued to any person other than the INTENDING TEN-
DERER. The application shall be submitted initially for each work listed above with all 
required documents.

3. The applications should enclose attested copies of the Validated/Updated Class IV grade 
Contractor Enlistment Certi icate along with the application. It is mandatory to produce 
the Original validated/ updated Enlistment Certi icate during sale/ issue of the Tender 
Document for veri ication. Selected bidder should produce NOC/ Tax Clearance Certi icate 
from the Commercial Taxes Division, Finance, Revenue and Expenditure Department and 

GSTIN Certi icates prior to the issue of Work Order.
4. The prescribed Non- Transferable Tender Documents (excluding the Tender Form) can be 

obtained during the period speci ied as above from the of ice of the respective VAC Of ices 
on production of  requisite Bank receipt of the State of Sikkim towards the cost of Tender 
Document (non-refundable) form shall be deposited to the revenue of respective GPU. 

5. Earnest money deposit @ 2.5% in State Bank of Sikkim shall be in the form of Deposit 
Receipt of Schedules Bank which includes deposit in the form of temporary deposit re-
ceipts  of Fixed deposits receipts in favour of the Sr. Accounts Of icer (W), Roads & Bridg-
es Department, Gyalshing. Tender Form shall be issued only on production of the deposit 
receipts to that contractors/ irm who has obtained the tender Documents, on production 
of towards deposit receipt of 2.5% earnest money.

6. The Tender Documents, including the Tender Form with quoted offer should be placed in 
a seated cover with the name of the Tenderers and the name of the work superscripted 
on it. Supporting documents listed at Sl.No. 3 (a), (b), and (c) above should be enclosed 
with the offer.

7. Sealed tenders may be deposited in the Tender Box in the of ice of the Assistant Engineer, 
Roads & Bridges Department, on the date and within the time indicated above.

8. Tenders will be opened by a Tender Opening Committee as prescribed by the Govern-
ment in the presence of the tenderness on the date and time indicated above.

9. The Tenderer should sign on every page of the tenders documents as Acceptance of the 
General Direction and Conditions of Contract and other laid down norms. The rate quot-
ed should be both in igures and words and should be inclusive of Value Added Tax and 
all other Taxes and Levies. Over writing and correction should be avoided and if made 
should be authenticated. Incomplete/ Conditional tenders shall be rejected forthwith.

10. In case of any discrepancy in rate (s) printed in the Schedule of Rates and Quantities is-
sued with the tender documents rates as per approved Scheduled of Rates will be taken 
as correct. For items outside the SOR, the rates shall be as per the technically checked 
estimate/analysis. Decision of the Principal Chief Engineer cum Secretary/ Head of the 
Department will be inal in this regard.

11. The work value, scope and quantum of work are subject to change, the contractor shall 
execute the work as per the directives of the Department. No claim on this account shall be 
entertained whatsoever. If any extra claim is made, it shall be as per the agreements rates.

12. The contractors shall establish a ield laboratory at the construction site. It shall be man-
datory to test material by the contractor at site or any other laboratory ixed by the Gov-
ernment for quality control purpose. The Department reserves the rights to withhold 
payments to the contractor unless test certi icates are not produced by the contractor 
when called upon to do so.

13. Avoidable damages due to negligence of the contractors shall be at his own risk and cost. 
The department shall not be liable for payment of such damages (if any), including acci-
dents to labourer at site.

14. In case of roads, contractor shall be required to execute the pavement works in test patch-
es for ensuring quality of materials and for determination of correct methodology. The 
test patches shall be got approved from the Engineer-in Charge.

15. The offer shall remain valid for a period of 90 days. The work should commence within 15 
days from the date of issue of work Order.

16. All the conditions as mentioned in the NIT shall be deemed to be a part of the agreement 
to be entered with the contractor. Security deposit shall be collected by deductions from 
the running bills of the contractor @ 5% or as noti ied from time to time and applicable 
on date of payment.

17. The contractor shall ensure the safety of plant in the road reserve area and beyond. He 
shall also plant additional lora as directed by the Engineer- in Charge at his own cost in 
due ful ilment of the stipulation under the State Green Mission. Security deposit for the 
work shall be refunded only after veri ication of the survival of such plants in additions to 
the others norms laid down for the release of security deposit.

18. The Department reserves the right to accept or reject any or all tenders without assigning 
any reason thereof.

19. The recoveries of Taxes and Royalties on forest produces shall be as per rates noti ied 
by the Government from time to time and applicable on the date of payment. In no case, 
claim of any contractor for deduction as per rates incorporated in Analysis of Rates or 
Schedule of Rates or Rates on the date of tender shall be acceptable.

20. In case of carriage of Non Stock Materials, if these materials are available at site or are ac-
tually transported from a lesser distance than indicated in the schedules, the department 
shall pay the carriage as per actual proof or carriage supported by permits issued by For-
est department indicating the quarries which is required to be submitted by contractor 
with bill, not exceeding the rates as incorporated in these schedules. The contractors are 
required to submit necessary documents to ful il the claim of payments for carriage of 
Non Stock Materials.

21. Subletting of contract work is against the norms and if it comes to the notice, the original 
contract shall be cancelled and appropriate action shall be initiated as per the rules.

22. In case the man powers employed by the contractor are from outside the State or neigh-
bouring countries, it shall be the responsibility of the contractor to get them registered 
with the Labour Department, Government of Sikkim as per the relevant Labour Laws.

23. The Department also reserves the right to increase, decrease, alter or modify the item of 
works as indicted in the NIT without assigning any reason thereof.

24. Use of explosive shall be regulated as under.
a) Transportation, handling, storage and use of explosive (if necessary) shall be in ac-

cordance with the provision of the India Explosive Act and General Guideline, Circu-
lars issued by the department and other competent authorities on the subject from 
time to time.

b) The rules and regulations issued by the Sikkim Public Works Department or any oth-
er competent authority shall strictly be adhered to with regard to transportations, 
storages, handling, and use of explosive at all times. Proper daily record of receipt and 
issue of explosives shall be maintained by the contractor.

25. The contractor shall also make arrangement to have photographs of the works taken at least 
at three stages of the construction period i.e. beginning, middle and completion stage.

26. Quarrying of stones shall be allowed only from designated approved quarries. Where 
work of Water Bound Macadam is involved, binding materials shall strictly be in accor-
dance with the speci ications, both in quality and quantity. Works such as compaction, 
consolidation and stabilization etc, will be required to be done on trial stretches to ensure 
that materials, procedure and equipments are producing the desired result.

27. Damages to properties in and around the work site must be avoided at all cost. The con-
tractor shall be held responsible for any acts of negligence and shall be made to make 
good the damages.

28. Expenditure involved for material testing, cube strength of concrete, crushing strength of 
road metals etc., at site or in laboratories shall be borne by the contractor.

29. The contractor shall make necessary arrangement accordingly as and when in-
structed to do so.

30. It is accepted to the tenderer to have inspected the site before submitting his bid. There 
may be possible site dif iculties for which the tenderer should have their own correct 
assessment before submitting the bid.

31. The contactor will have to pay all taxes and duties as applicable and noti ied by the State/ 
Central Government and no claim shall be entertained in this regard whatsoever. 

32. The cost of stock materials supplied from the departmental store will be deducted from 
the contractor’s bills as per rules.

33. The defect liability period for the pavement work shall be for a period of ive years which 
shall not cover the damages due to natural calamities formation sinking landslides etc.

34. The payments for the executed work shall be done only after obtaining sanction under 
BADP- and no claim, whatsoever, shall be entertained before the sanction.

35. The bidders shall produce a Certi icate of Residence from the concern Gram Panchayat 
Unit where te work is to be executed. 

R.O. No. 592/IPR/Pub/Classi./18-19 
Date: 14.01.19 

Sd/-

Assistant Engineer
Roads & Bridges Department.

Kaluk Sub Division.
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Newcastle survive Blackburn scare, 
Wednesday earn Chelsea clash

L , J  16 (AFP): Newcastle 
survived an FA Cup scare at Black-
burn as they blew a two-goal lead 
before hitting back to win 4-2 af-
ter extra time in the third-round 
replay. Rafael Benitez sent out an 
under-strength line-up featuring 
eight changes from Newcastle’s 
2-1 defeat at Chelsea in the Pre-
mier League on Saturday.

The stand-ins made a fast start 
on Tuesday when Sean Longstaff 
scored his irst goal for Newcastle.

The 21-year-old found the 
net inside the irst minute with 
a de lected strike from outside 
the penalty area. Callum Roberts, 
handed his irst Newcastle appear-
ance since January 2015, doubled 
their lead in the 22nd minute with 
his irst goal for the club.

But Blackburn pulled a goal 
back 12 minutes before half-time 
through former Newcastle forward 
Adam Armstrong. And Republic of 
Ireland international Darragh Leni-
han equalised for Blackburn with a 
header in irst-half stoppage time.

It took extra time to settle 
the tie, with Blackburn’s Bradley 
Dack missing a golden chance be-
fore Joselu pounced to slot home 
in the 105th minute after Rovers 

goalkeeper David Raya spilled 
Fabian Schar’s drive. Blackburn 
complained in vain that Joselu was 
offside. Ayoze Perez completed 
Newcastle’s escape act moments 
later when he cut in from the right 
and ired home.

“We went 2-0 up and then Black-
burn did well, but we reacted so I’m 
pleased with the effort and the com-
mitment of the players. The young 
players did well,” Benitez said. Yet in-
juries to defenders Ciaran Clark and 
Jamaal Lascelles will cast a shadow 
over the win for Benitez.

“We need to wait tomorrow and 
see how they are, and if they cannot 
play then we will bring another one 
in,” Benitez said. Newcastle, who 
haven’t won the FA Cup since 1955, 
host fellow Premier League club 
Watford in the fourth round. 
- WEDNESDAY BOOK CHELSEA 
CLASH -

In the night’s other third-round 
replays, Shef ield Wednesday 
booked a trip to holders Chelsea as 
the second-tier strugglers won 1-0 
at League One side Luton.

Wednesday are without a per-
manent manager while they wait 
for Steve Bruce to take charge on 
February 1. But the Champion-

ship out it avoided an upset at 
Kenilworth Road against a Luton 
team who are chasing promotion 
after a 13-match unbeaten run.

Atdhe Nuhiu won it for 
Wednesday when the striker’s effort 
was de lected past James Shea in 
the 46th minute. Luton came close 
to levelling with 13 minutes to go 
when James Collins diverted Sonny 
Bradley’s header on to a post.

Bradley’s header was then nod-
ded off the line by Nuhiu in the 
closing moments. Luton’s previous 
manager Nathan Jones recently left 
to take charge at Stoke, but his irst 
home game in charge of the Champi-
onship side was ruined by third-tier 
Shrewsbury’s remarkable 3-2 win.

Jones’ team appeared to be 
cruising after a irst-half double 
from teenager Tyrese Campbell, 
the son of former Arsenal and 
Everton striker Kevin Campbell.

However, James Bolton netted 
19 minutes left before Fejiri Oken-
abirhie equalised from the penalty 
spot in the 77th minute.

Josh Laurent capped the stun-
ning ightback when he struck in 
the 81st minute to earn a fourth-
round home tie against Premier 
League side Wolves

Bowling attack makes India WC favourites 
along side England, says Gillespie

CHETAN NARULA
A , J  16 (PTI): 
Former Australia fast 
bowler Jason Gillespie 
feels the current Indian 
bowling attack led by Jas-
prit Bumrah makes the 
team one of the favour-
ites for the upcoming ICC 
World Cup, along side 
hosts England.

“I think the Indian 
attack is well balanced. 
Bumrah has been rested 
for obvious reason but 
their attack is still quite 
good,” Gillespie told PTI 
in an interview.

“Everyone offers dif-
ferent things, and you 
add Bumrah to it, so they 
are well placed to mount 
a challenge for the World 
Cup. I think England are 
the obvious favourites, 
but India won’t be far be-
hind,” he insisted.

Gillespie singled 
out Bumrah for special 
praise and said the young 
right-arm pacer’s un-
orthodox action makes 
him a different bowler 
from others.

“I enjoy watching 
Bumrah bowl. He just 
ambles in but when he 
gets to the crease, he al-
most has a slingshot ac-
tion. He bowls at good 
pace, hurries the batsmen 
up, and he can also change 
his pace a lot. He is a very 
ine bowler,” the 43-year-

old former pacer said.
“His action does stand 

out. It is a braced front 
leg, delayed bowling arm 

action. It gets you to the 
crease quickly, and deliv-
ers that sling shot. It is 
what generates his pace.

“But you need to be 
strong to be able to do 
that. Bumrah is robust 
and it to bowl long spells 
in Test cricket. He keeps 
his pace up throughout 
a Test and this is what 
makes him an exciting 
bowler,” Gillespie said.

India and Australia 
are tied at 1-1 in the on-
going three-match ODI 
series with the decider 
scheduled to be played at 
Melbourne on Friday.

The Australian team, 
which is currently go-
ing through a rebuilding 
phase, are eyeing its irst 
ODI series win since Jan-
uary 2017 and Gillespie 
said it is the best for op-

portunity for youngsters 
to stake a claim in the 
World Cup-bound team.

“Obviously they are 
missing a couple key per-
sonnel from both batting 
and bowling perspec-
tives. But the team will 
look very different in the 
World Cup. So it is a won-
derful opportunity for 
these players and selec-
tors to look at different 
options in pressure situ-
ations,” said the Adelaide 
Strikers’ coach.

“It is a great opportu-
nity for young players to 
show what they can do 
and enjoy the moment 
of representing their 
country. It gives selectors 
more information when 
they get together to pick 
the World Cup squad,” 
Gillespie added.

Extracting Moscow lab 
data taking longer than 

expected - WADA

P , J  16 (AFP): 
World Anti-Doping Agen-
cy experts are taking 
longer than expected 
to extract testing data 
from the old Moscow 
anti-doping laboratory, 
a spokesperson for the 
agency told AFP.

The WADA team re-
turned to Moscow last 
Wednesday, after Rus-
sian authorities missed 
a December deadline to 
provide access to the lab. 
When the WADA experts 
began extracting data on 
Thursday, it was estimat-
ed that the task would 
take three days.

“No limit was put on 
the duration of the mis-
sion. It is taking longer 
than had been originally 
estimated, but the team 
is facing no speci ic is-
sues or dif iculties in 
carrying out their task,” 
said the spokesperson on 
Tuesday, the second and 
inal day of a meeting of 

its Compliance Review 
Committee (CRC).

“The large quantity 
and high complexity of 
the data, as well as the 
fact the servers and hard 
drives being accessed are 
not all brand new, means 
it is taking longer than 
originally anticipated.”

In September, WADA 

conditionally lifted a ban 
on the Russian Anti-Dop-
ing Agency (RUSADA), 
paving the way for its re-
instatement.

One of the conditions 
was access being grant-
ed to the data by the 
end of 2018. The data 
concerns thousands of 
tests carried out from 
2011 to 2015 when Rus-
sia has been accused of 
state-sponsored doping.

But when a WADA 
team arrived in Decem-
ber, Russian authori-
ties raised issues with 
the certification of 
their equipment under 
Russian law.

WADA’s CRC began 
a scheduled two-day 
meeting in Montreal on 
Monday.

“The CRC meeting 
will conclude today 
as planned,” said the 
spokesperson.

“At every stage, the 
CRC has been kept up to 
date on latest develop-
ments in Moscow and it 
will complete and send 
its report only once the 
technical team has con-
cluded its work.”

The WADA execu-
tive committee, which 
will decide on the fate 
of RUSADA, meets on 
January 22.

Federer battles into 
Australian Open third round

India’s men’s 
doubles 
challenge ends 
in single day
M , J  16 (PTI): 
Country’s challenge at 
the men’s doubles event 
of the Australian Open 
came crashing down in 
a single day with three 
pairs featuring Indians 
suffered irst round de-
feats, here Wednesday.

The 15th seeded Indi-
an team of Rohan Bopan-
na and Divij Sharan, who 
began their partnership 
with a bang in Pune, lost 
1-6 6-4 5-7 to the un-
seeded Spanish pair of 
Pablo Carreno Busta and 
Guillermo Garcia-Lopez.

It is second straight 
first round defeat for 
the new Indian team on 
the tour after their tri-
umph at the Tata Open 
Maharsahtra. Last week, 
they had lost the round 
of 16 at the Sydney In-
ternational.

Competing in his 
24th Australian Open, 
veteran Leander Paes 
and his partner Miguel 
Angel Reyes-Varela saved 
a few match points but 
eventually fell 5-7 6-7(4) 
to American-Kiwi combo 
of Austin Krajicek and 
Artem Sitak.

Also making the irst 
round exit was Jeevan 
Nedunchezhiyan and his 
partner Nicholas Mon-
roe, who lost 6-4 6-7(8) 
5-7 to Kevin Krawietz 
and Nikola Mektic after 
ighting hard for two 

hours and 20 minutes.
Prajnesh Gun-

neswaran had also made 
a irst round exit after 
coming through the 
Quali iers while Ramku-
mar Ramanathan, Ankita 
Raina and Karman Than-
di could not make it to 
the singles main draw.

Tearful 
former champ 
Azarenka 
determined 
to end slump
Melbourne, Jan 16 (AFP): 
A despondent Victoria 
Azarenka has vowed to 
ight her way out of a ca-

reer-threatening slump 
and recapture the form 
that delivered her two 
Australian Open titles.

The former world 
number one was dumped 
from the season-open-
ing Grand Slam in a 
gut-wrenching loss to lit-
tle-known German Laura 
Siegemund late Tuesday 
after throwing away a 
one-set lead.

Azarenka, 29, wiped 
away tears as she con-
templated the tough battle 
ahead to return to the top 
after tumbling down the 
rankings following the birth 
of son Leo and a messy cus-
tody battle afterwards. “I’ve 
had injuries before but I’ve 
never had slumps before in 
terms of results,” said the 
Belarusian, who is current-
ly ranked 58 in the world.

“It’s not easy to sit 
here and be positive but 
I don’t have a choice.” 
Azarenka said she main-
tained a burning am-
bition to return to the 
game’s elite and believed 
hard work was the only 
way to get there.

But the frustrated 
former star was at a loss 
to explain the 6-7 (5/7) 
6-4 6-2 loss to Siegmund, 
her worst performance 
at Melbourne Park since a 
irst-round exit on her de-

but in 2006. “It was very 
obvious that my game was 
not there,” she said. “It’s 
not going to stop me, af-
ter today. No matter how 
much it hurts, I have to 
learn from it.  

Indra Nooyi being considered 
to lead World Bank: report

YOSHITA SINGH
N  Y , J  16 (PTI): 
India-born Indra Nooyi, 
the former CEO of global 
beverage giant PepsiCo, 
is being considered by 
the White House for the 
new World Bank presi-
dent, according to a lead-
ing American daily.

Nooyi, 63, stepped 
down as PepsiCo’s 
chief last August after 
leading the company for 
12 years.

She “has been court-
ed as an administration 
ally by Ivanka Trump, 
the president’s eldest 
daughter who is playing 
a role in the selection 
of a nominee,” the The 
New York Times said.

The report, which 
cited several people fa-
miliar with the process, 
said the decision-mak-
ing process for the top 
post at the World Bank 
is “fluid and in its ini-
tial stages and early 
front-runners and can-
didates often fall off the 
radar, or withdraw from 
consideration, before 
the president (Donald 
Trump) makes his ulti-
mate pick”. It is unclear 
whether Nooyi would 
accept the nomination 
if chosen by the Trump 
administration.

The first daughter, 
who has tweeted that 
she views Nooyi as a 
“mentor + inspiration”, 
has floated her name as 
a potential successor.

World Bank’s cur-
rent president Jim Yong 
Kim had earlier this 
month announced that 
he would step down 
from his post in Febru-
ary to join a private in-
frastructure investment 
firm. His unexpected 

departure came nearly 
three years before the 
end of his term.

The NYT report 
said that the process of 
choosing Kim’s succes-
sor is being overseen 
by Treasury Secretary 
Steven Mnuchin, act-
ing chief of staff Mick 
Mulvaney and Ivanka, 
whose role in the pro-
cess was announced by 
the White House Mon-
day. Ivanka’s “role in 
the process drew some 
criticism from ethics 
watchdogs Monday, 
which said it could pose 
a conflict of interest for 
the president’s daugh-
ter to be involved in 
international economic 
matters when she has 
not completely divested 
from her assets,” the re-
port said.

The group was ex-
pected to begin the in-
terview process Tues-
day, in order to present 
President Trump with 
recommendations for a 
nominee. Nooyi joined 
Trump’s business coun-
cil, which was disband-
ed after many chief exec-
utives quit following the 
president’s comments 
blaming “many sides” 
for white supremacist 
violence in Charlottes-
ville, in August 2017.

The report, howev-
er, added that negative 
comments made by 
Nooyi after the 2016 
election, during which 
she did not publicly 
endorse any candi-
date, are seen as a 
potential roadblock 
to her nomination.

Following Trump’s 
win, she said at the 
NYT’s DealBook confer-
ence in 2016 that “Our 

employees are all cry-
ing. And the question 
that they’re asking, es-
pecially those who are 
not white: ‘Are we safe?’ 
Women are asking: ‘Are 
we safe?’ LGBT peo-
ple are asking: ‘Are we 
safe?’ I never thought 
I’d have had to answer 
those questions”.

A spokesman for 
PepsiCo had told For-
tune magazine that 
“Mrs. Nooyi misspoke. 
She was referring to the 
reaction of a group of 
employees she spoke to 
who were apprehensive 
about the outcome of 
the election. She never 
intended to imply that 
all employees feel the 
same way”.

Other candidates 
being considered for 
the position of World 
Bank head are under 
secretary of the Trea-
sury for International 
Affairs David Malpass 
and president of the 
Overseas Private In-
vestment Corporation 
Ray Washburne.

The US president 
cannot install the World 
Bank leader, who must 
be approved by the 
bank’s board, but has 
traditionally placed his 
nominee in the job.

Trump has already 
faced harsh criticism 
for appointing his 
daughter as a senior 
White House advisor.

Ivanka is a successful 
businesswoman, fashion 
designer, author and re-
ality television personal-
ity. She has her own line 
of fashion items, includ-
ing clothes, handbags, 
shoes, accessories which 
are available in all major 
US departmental stores.

M , J  16 (AFP): 
Defending champion 
Roger Federer reached 
the Australian Open third 
round for a 20th straight 
year Wednesday but was 
made to battle hard by 
Britain’s Dan Evans be-
fore winning 7-6 (7/5) 
7-6 (7/3) 6-3.

The ageless 20-time 
Grand Slam champion, 
who is gunning for a re-
cord seventh Melbourne 
Park title and third in a 
row, had breezed past 
Denis Istomin in the irst 
round, but was given a 
much tougher examina-
tion by the world num-
ber 189.

“I think if I could 
have pulled away early in 
the match it might have 
been different,” said the 
37-year-old Swiss master 
who needed 2hr 35min 
to get past his 28-year-
old opponent.

Evans, whose ranking 
plummeted from a ca-
reer-high 41 after he was 
slapped with a year-long 
ban for testing positive 
to cocaine in April 2017, 
played almost lawless 
tennis to stave off a set 
point on his way to forc-
ing a irst set tie-break.

He even had the te-
merity to lead 5-3 in 
the breaker before Fed-
erer stepped up a gear 
and reeled off the next 
four points with a cry of 
“Come on!” as he secured 
a hard-fought opening 
set after exactly one hour.

It was harsh on Evans 
who had committed only 
two unforced errors and 
constantly put the third 
seed under pressure with 
his scampering, attack-
ing game and lurry of 
winners off both wings.

The plucky Evans, 
who had covered acres 
of ground and found the 
lines brilliantly, needed 
treatment for blisters on 
both feet before the sec-
ond set started and im-
mediately was broken.

But he refused to lie 
down and broke back as 
Federer served for the 
set to force another tie-
break. “I thought I might 
have pulled away mid-
way through the second 
set,” added Federer.

“But I couldn’t, to his 
credit. He played well.”

The Swiss star hasn’t 
often needed luck during 
his unparallelled career 
but he took advantage of 
some in the third set to 
inally ease the pressure.

Holding break point 
at 2-1, he barely scooped 
up a half-volley which 
grabbed the net cord and 
toppled over forcing Ev-
ans to go long.

A service game to 
love followed to put Fed-
erer 4-1 up and the brave 
resistance of Evans was 
inally broken.

The veteran will next 
play either France’s Gael 
Mon ils, seeded 30, or 
American Taylor Fritz in 
the last 32.
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UN chief hails ‘historic’ moment as 
Palestine takes over reins of G77

U  N , J  16 
(PTI): UN Secretary-Gen-
eral Antonio Guterres 
welcomed the “historic 
leadership” of Palestine 
which assumed the chair-
manship of G77, the global 
body’s largest intergov-
ernmental organisation 
of developing countries 
including India.

Egypt was the previ-
ous Chair of the Group 
of 77 (G77), a coalition 
of 134 members, along 
with China which aligns 
itself with the bloc.

India’s Permanent 
Representative to the UN 
Ambassador Syed Akba-
ruddin Tuesday wished 
Palestine success, saying 
“India is privileged to 
stand up for the global 
South’s quest for greater 
equity and justice”.

In his remarks at the 
annual ceremony for 
handover of the rotating 
chairmanship of G77, UN 
chief Guterres said: “Pal-
estine and its citizens 
have irst-hand experi-
ence of some of the most 
challenging and dramatic 
global issues we face”.

The decision to elect 
Palestine as the 2019 
Chair of the G77 was tak-
en in September, 2018 
by the foreign ministers 
of the Groups’ member 
states.

A month later, the 
UN General Assembly 
approved a resolution 
that enabled Palestine a 

non-member Observer 
State at the world body 
additional privileges and 
rights, such as participat-
ing in international con-
ferences held under its 
auspices, for the duration 
of its role as G77 Chair.

“You are well-placed 
to take up the chairman-
ship of this important 
group of countries,” Gu-
terres said.

As multilateralism 
continues to come under 
“intense pressure from 
many sides”, the UN chief 
underscored the impor-
tance of the G77 and Chi-
na’s continued support.

“The Group of 77 and 
China have demonstrat-
ed strong leadership 
throughout 2018 and 
proved once again to be 
a central force in demon-
strating that multilater-
alism is the only way to 
address our shared chal-
lenges,” Guterres said.

Akbaruddin said in 
a tweet: “Wishing Am-
bassador Riad Mansoor 
of Palestine success fol-
lowing his taking over 
as the chair of the Group 
of 77 at the UN in the 
presence of President 
Mahmoud Abbas”.

Abbas said Palestine 
would use its chairman-
ship to preserve the mul-
tilateral international or-
der and strengthen ties 
with its UN partners.

“People are the real 
treasure for nations and 
real and sustainable de-
velopment can only be 
achieved when oppor-
tunities are enhanced to 
ensure for all people, full 
and free participation in 
all relevant matters in 
life,” he said.

Abbas stated that un-
der the guiding principle 
of “unity in diversity”, the 
G77 focuses on the least 
developed countries, 

small island develop-
ing states, middle income 
countries and peoples living 
under colonial and foreign 
occupation, “so as to ensure 
no one is left behind”.

Guterres credited 
the group and the pri-
or Egyptian presidency 
as having been “at the 
heart” of the progress 
made in challenges that 
ranged from climate 
change to rising inequal-
ity and fast changing and 
new technologies.

The UN chief singled 
out Egypt’s “highly ef-
fective” leadership and 
advocacy on inance for 
developing countries to 
meet their climate action 
commitments.

He called the group 
“instrumental” in achiev-
ing both a comprehen-
sive agreement that deals 
with migration in all its 
dimensions, the Global 
Compact for Safe, Order-

ly and Regular Migration; 
and a Development Sys-
tem to eradicate poverty, 
implement programmes 
on a national level and to 
position development “at 
the centre of UN activities”.

“You help to keep the 
United Nations focused 
on the issues that count 
for the most vulnerable, 
and we owe you a debt 
of gratitude for your 
extremely constructive 
role,” Guterres said.

He urged the G77 
to bring “solutions and 
commitments” to, among 
others, the climate sum-
mit in September and 
enumerated other up-
coming events in need of 
the bloc’s support.

On Monday, the UN 
chief met with President 
Abbas and offered his 
congratulations, wished 
the group a successful 
year and reiterated that 
the two-state solution is 
the only viable option to 
sustainable peace.

G-77, established 
in 1964 by 77 develop-
ing countries in Geneva, 
claims to provide the 
means for the countries 
of the South to articulate 
and promote their collec-
tive economic interests 
and enhance their joint 
negotiating capacity on 
all major international 
economic issues within 
the UN system and pro-
mote South-South coop-
eration for development.

China rapidly building robust lethal force 
to impose its will in the region: US of icial

W , J  16 
(PTI): China, seeking 
“great power status”, is 
rapidly building a ro-
bust lethal force with 
advanced capabilities in 
the air, at sea, in space 
and in cyberspace to en-
able it to impose its will 
in the region and beyond, 
according to a top US in-
telligence of icial.

“The strategic ob-
jectives of the Chinese 
Communist Party include 
securing China’s status 
as a great power,” Dan 
Taylor, Senior Defense 
Intelligence Analyst, told 
reporters at a Penta-
gon news conference on 
Tuesday while releasing 
a Congressionally-man-
dated report.

He said that Chi-
nese leaders charac-
terised their long-term 
military modernisation 
programme as essential 
to achieving the “great 
power status”.

“Indeed, China is rap-
idly building a robust le-
thal force with capabili-
ties spanning the ground, 
air, maritime, space and 
information domains, 
designed to enable Bei-
jing to impose its will in 
the region and beyond,” 
Taylor said while releas-
ing the report “China: 
Military power mod-
ernising a force to ight 
and win” by the Depart-
ment of Defense.

During the past de-
cade, from counter-pira-
cy operations in the Gulf 
of Aden, to an expanded 
military presence in the 
East and South China 
seas, China has demon-
strated a willingness to 
use the People’s Liber-
ation Army (PLA) as an 
instrument of national 
power in the execution of 
what they call their “his-

toric mission in the new 
century,” Taylor said.

Improvements in the 
equipment and capabil-
ities that have focused 
on generating combat 
power across the PLA 
services present Bei-
jing with additional re-
sponse options as China 
faces increasingly global 
security concerns.

“Expected future 
advances in areas such 
as nuclear deterrence, 
power projection, cyber-
space, space and elec-
tromagnetic spectrum 
operations will continue 
to be critical components 
of the PLA’s developing 
capabilities,” he said.

As a result of “acquir-
ing technology by any 
means available,” Chi-
na now is at the leading 
edge on a range of tech-
nologies, including with 
its naval designs, with 
medium- and intermedi-
ate-range missiles, and 
with hypersonic weapons 
-- where missiles can ly 
at many times the speed 
of sound and dodge mis-
sile-defense systems.

“The result of this 
multifaceted approach 
to technology acqui-
sition is a PLA on the 
verge of fielding some of 
the most modern weap-
on systems in the world,” 
states the Pentagon

“In some areas, it al-
ready leads the world,” 
it said.

China also continues 
to develop capabilities 
for what they term “non-
war missions,” such as 
humanitarian assistance, 
disaster relief, count-
er-piracy, peacekeeping, 
things of that nature, 
Taylor said, adding that 
in the coming years, the 
PLA is likely to become 
even more technologi-

cally advanced and pro-
icient with equipment 

comparable to that of 
other modern militaries.

The report said that 
China is developing 
new medium- and long-
range stealth bombers 
capable of striking re-
gional and global tar-
gets, adding that such 
planes will likely reach 
initial operational capa-
bility by about 2025.

The PLA, the world’s 
largest standing army, 
will acquire advanced 
ighter aircraft, modern 

naval vessels, missile 
systems, and space and 
cyberspace assets as it 
reorganises and trains 
to address the threats 
of 21st century further 
from China’s shores, Tay-
lor said.

“As we look at China, 
we see a country whose 
leaders described it as 
‘moving closer to centre 
stage in the world’, while 
they strive to achieve 
what they call ‘the great 
rejuvenation of the Chi-
nese nation’,” he said.

This ambition per-
meates China’s national 
security strategy and 
guides the development 
of the PLA, which actu-
ally is not a national in-
stitution, but rather the 
military arm of the ruling 
Communist Party of Chi-
na, he added.

Taylor said the Chi-
nese Community Party 
leaders have identi ied 
the initial decades of the 
21st century as a period 
of strategic opportunity 
in the international envi-
ronment that would allow 
China to focus on building 
what they call “compre-
hensive national power.”

A key component of 
this, of course, is military 
power, he asserted.

Phase II, GCI Sheets, 
House upgradation grant, 
LPG, Induction Stove, 
Kadhai & Frying Pan, 
buffet Sets, torch Light, 
Sewing Machine, Photo-
copier Machines, Water 
Filters, Tents/Shamiya-
na, Pressure Cookers, 
Desktop Computers, 
Laptops to students and 
Self Help Groups, Pow-
er Tiller, GENEP tank – 
50,000 litres, Community 
Vermicompost, RCC Tank 
– 10,000 litres, Post Ma-
tric Scholarship schemes 
to students, CM’s Mer-
it Scholarship Scheme, 
1000 litres HDPE Tanks, 
Poly pipes, lexible/ ny-
lon pipes, and fabricated 
green houses. 

Buffaloes, poultry 
and piglets were also dis-
tributed under Animal 
Husbandry Department. 

Similarly, token 
incentives were also 
handed over to bene i-
ciaries of ‘Proud Mother 
Scheme’, grant-in-aid to 
religious institutions un-
der Ecclesiastical depart-
ment, and incentives for 
community investment 
under State Rural Liveli-
hood Mission.  

A significant addi-
tion to this year’s pro-
gramme is the distribu-
tion of allotment orders 
to eligible beneficia-
ries under ‘Land Bank 
Scheme’ to Sukumbasis 
(Landless). 

This welfare Scheme 
is a recent govern-
ment decision and en-
tails allotting available 
Government lands to 
Sukumbasis. Some of 
the beneficiaries were 
handed over token al-
lotment orders by the 
Chief Minister today. 

The first phase will 
have more than 100 al-
lotments being distrib-
uted during the Janta 
Mela program in all the 
districts, and subse-
quent cases will be cov-
ered in the coming days. 

The Land Revenue & 
Disaster Management 

Department is the nodal 
department entrusted 
with the implementa-
tion of this Scheme.

Tokens for eight 
Garbage Collection and 
Disposal Vehicles were 
also handed over by the 
Chief Minister on the oc-
casion.

The Chief Minister 
also launched the web-
site of the East District 
Collectorate on the oc-
casion.

Some of the major 
benefits/ grants/ wel-
fare schemes to be dis-
tributed during the Jan-
ta Mela Program in all 
the four districts are:

• Allotment or-
ders for CMRHM houses 
– Phase II to 3000 bene-
ficiaries

• GCI sheets 
19200 beneficiaries

• House Upgra-
dation Grant to 32000 
beneficiaries

• LPG connection 
to 6400 beneficiaries

• Laptops to 
5000 Self Help Groups

• Allotment or-
ders for ‘Land Bank 
Scheme’ to 1475 benefi-
ciaries

After distributing 
the token benefits, Mr 
Chamling, in his ad-
dress, stated that the 
Government has deliv-
ered on all the promises 
made, and has imple-
mented all the stipu-
lated schemes and pro-
grams in the last twenty 
four years.

The Chief Minister 
informed that forty dif-
ferent types of benefits 
are being distributed 
during this Janta Mela 
which is worth a whop-
ping Rs 1,000 Crores 
covering a total of 
1,42,988 beneficiaries.

He directed all the 
officers of various de-
partments to distribute 
all the benefits at the 
venue by the end of the 
day. 

He further said that 
the Government has en-

sured that basic services 
like drinking water and 
electricity are provided 
free of cost or at highly 
subsidized rates. Like-
wise, rice is being sup-
plied free of cost. All the 
basic minimum needs 
of the people of Sikkim 
have been met. 

There has been ma-
jor improvement in the 
living standard of the 
Sikkimese people. He 
added that these bene-
fits and grants are given 
to the people to make 
them self-reliant. He 
urged the people to use 
these incentives to aug-
ment their livelihood.

The Chief Minister 
elaborated on all the 
welfare schemes be-
ing implemented by 
the State Government. 
Speaking about Kri-
shi Pension initiated 
by the Government, he 
said that it is a one-off 
initiative to honour the 
farmers who toil hard to 
provide food grains and 
vegetables for the fami-
ly and society. 

Journalists too have 
been honoured with 
a pension scheme be-
cause they are the 
fourth pillar in a democ-
racy and have a huge 
role in society. 

He also spoke about 
free health schemes of the 
Government and elaborat-
ed on some of the facili-
ties that that will be made 
available once the new 
hospital at Sochyagang is 
operational. 

He added that all 
types of medical diag-
nosis and treatment 
will be done in the hos-
pital, and people will 
not have to travel out-
side the State.

The Chief Minister 
also highlighted the ac-
complishments of the 
State in the field of ed-
ucation. He said that 
the State has created a 
benchmark in this field 
by becoming the State 
with the highest liter-

acy rate.
He said that in com-

ing years, the roads of 
Sikkim will be upgrad-
ed and made into world 
class roads. He added 
that the Government 
will construct under-
ground tunnel roads in 
the coming days. Like-
wise, the Government 
will create underground 
shopping centres in 
Gangtok as well as in 
districts and sub-towns. 
He informed that the 
preliminary work has 
already started.

He announced that 
all the people having 
their names in the vot-
ers list will be given em-
ployment in all private 
sectors operating from 
the State, on priority.

Speaking on Organic 
farming, the Chief Min-
ister urged the people 
to take full benefit of the 
enabling environment 
created by the Gov-
ernment. He urged the 
people to increase their 
production capacity and 
become self-sufficient 
in food grain and vege-
table production.

The Chief Minister 
elaborated on all the 
programs and policies 
implemented by the 
Government to ensure 
inclusive development 
in the State. He stressed 
on the initiatives taken 
to empower women and 
youth.

He said that the ben-
efits of Jantan mela are 
also being given to peo-
ple of the urban areas.

In conclusion, the 
Chief Minister an-
nounced that festival 
of Bhum Chu, Teej, 
Mangshirey Purnima of 
Bhujel community, and 
Sanderpida of Mukhia 
community will be des-
ignated Government 
holidays.

Earlier, the pro-
gramme began with 
welcome address by 
Secretary, Rural Man-
agement & Develop-

ment Department, CS 
Rao, who also gave a 
brief introduction about 
the objective behind 
organizing Janta Mela. 
He also informed about 
the benefits and grants 
to be distributed under 
various departments 
during the Janta Mela 
program in all the four 
districts, starting today. 

The program had 
the presence of Cabinet 
Ministers, MLAs, Chief 
Secretary, Panchayat 
Adyakshas and Upady-
akshas, all Heads of De-
partments, officers of 
all the participating de-
partments, Panchayats 
and Urban Local Bodies, 
beneficiaries under var-
ious schemes and peo-
ple from different parts 
of the district.

The departments 
participating in the 
Gram Swaraj Abhiyan 
or Janta Mela are Urban 
Development & Housing 
Department, Cultural 
Affairs & Heritage De-
partment, Social Justice 
Empowerment & Wel-
fare Department, Food 
Security & Agriculture 
Development Depart-
ment, Human Resource 
Development Depart-
ment, Horticulture & 
Cash Crops Develop-
ment Department, Ani-
mal Husbandry depart-
ment, with Rural Man-
agement & Develop-
ment Department being 
the nodal department 
organizing the program. 
Stalls were put up by 
all the participating de-
partments to facilitate 
the process of distribu-
tion of benefits under 
respective schemes.

The Gram Swaraj 
Abhiyan will be held 
in Rorathang in East 
Sikkim on the 17 Jan, 
followed by five more 
venues in the remain-
ing three districts. The 
public outreach pro-
gram will culminate at 
Gyalshing, West Sikkim, 
on 28 Jan 2019.

Rs 1,000 cr worth...
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ARIES : The student becomes the master! 
Today, you’re able to pass on some sacred 
knowledge to someone who is tackling an 
issue you’ve just mastered. Share your per-
sonal experience; it will help this person re-
alize that they’re not alone. You’ll also gain 
the gratifi cation of knowing that your hard 
times were not in vain. Tonight, hangouts 
will double as networking events.  
TAURUS: Pack that bag! You’re eager 
to explore some terra nova today, maybe 
slipping off  for an overnight getaway or 
a two-day jaunt out of town. If you can’t 
leave home base, make like a tourist in 
your own town. Check out the exhibits or 
special events you might normally breeze 
right by. A cross-cultural connection could 
heat up too. Before the work-week offi  -
cially wraps you could make an important 
connection with someone in a diff erent 
part of the world or score a long-distance 
business contact. Reach out!
GEMINI:Oscar Wilde said that the only 
way to get rid of temptation “is to yield 
to it.” A seductive alignment of Sun and 
moon makes resistance futile today—es-

pecially when it comes to a romantic in-
terest. Better you should have your heart 
broken than to be left wondering “what 
if?”.  Drop your defenses along with your 
mask. Allowing people to see the authen-
tic “you” is the only way you’ll get an hon-
est response. 
CANCER: Flutter, fl utter, social butter-
fl y. Today’s Sun-moon trine makes you 
a live wire and a bright light. There’s no 
place for being clingy or clique-y now. 
Rather than put restrictions on your in-
ner circle, open your guest list to new 
people. Encourage your friends to bring 
friends with them. That wild card in the 
bunch could turn out to be a hot prospect 
for romance or a creative collaboration. 
In turn, you might wind up playing match-
maker for a couple friends you adore. 
LEO :Don’t quit fi ve minutes before the 
miracle, Leo, even if everyone else has 
clocked out for the day. A little elbow grease 
goes a long way under today’s propitious 
Sun-moon angle. Inconveniently timed for 
your evening plans? Absolutely, but you 
won’t regret those extra hours when you 

see the bump in your paycheck. If you’re 
meeting friends tonight, keep it mellow. A 
chill dinner or fl ow yoga class might be all 
the social action you need.
VIRGO: You’re at the top of everyone’s fa-
vorites list today, Virgo. Too bad there isn’t 
more of you to go around. Save your “fi nal 
rose” for someone who thrills you. Today, 
there’s no reason to settle for conventional 
when you can fi nd that heady mix of stability 
and excitement rolled into one. If you’re in a 
relationship, make a point of breaking from 
routine. Try a new restaurant or rustle up 
spontaneous cultural activities to explore!
LIBRA :Yawn! After a busy start to the week, 
you may already be running on fumes. And 
with the Sun and moon lounging in your 
home-loving houses, see if you can fi nagle 
a work-from-living-room day. That doesn’t 
mean you have to hang out alone. A free-
lancing friend might be keen to cowork—just 
make sure you enact a no-talking rule while 
you’re trying to be productive.  
SCORPIO:You can be quick to judge, but 
it seems that you have written someone off  
too quickly, Scorpio. Today, extend a second 

chance to someone you have to deal with on 
a daily basis, like it or not. And don’t ignore 
the quiet ones! Crane to hear their under-the-
breath comments and you could wind up en-
gaged in some fascinating dialogue.
SAGITTARIUS: Have you drifted from 
someone who once played an important role 
in your life? Today’s Sun-moon sync-up sets 
the stage for a powerful reconnection. Reach 
out and if appropriate, apologize for pulling 
away. If nothing else, you’ll be able to clear 
the air and perhaps, turn to a fresh page in 
your shared history book. The future remains 
unscripted—and time will tell if you are ever 
going to relive your glory days together.
CAPRICORN: You’re full of big ideas 
today, Capricorn—bring ‘em on! With the 
Sun and moon locked in a heavenly trine, 
your creativity and ingenuity are working 
overtime. Devote a good chunk of the day 
to brainstorming and passionate pursuits. 
There’s no shortage of confi dence, either. If 
you want to sell people on your dreamy plans, 
they’ll be all ears. Tonight, the stars grant you 
celeb status. You owe it to the world to make a 
public appearance. Put together a head-turn-

ing outfi t and make the rounds. 
AQUARIUS: Is that a halo hanging over 
your head? Today, you’ll happily make a 
sacrifi ce for someone you love or go the 
extra mile for your squad. Playing Best 
Supporting Castmate often feels more 
fulfi lling for you than taking the lead, 
but know your limits, Aquarius. How 
much can you truly off er without feel-
ing resentful if the favors aren’t quickly 
returned? Also, make sure you’re empow-
ering people, not enabling them. Give a 
friend a fi sh, they’ll eat for a day; teach 
them to fi sh and they’ll dine for a lifetime!
PISCES :Be inclusive rather than 
clique-ish today, Pisces. Make a point 
of looping a new friend in with your go-
to crew or asking the quiet people in the 
room to off er their input. Tonight, reserve 
the community table or head to a venue 
that can handle a larger capacity. Your 
guest list may grow unexpectedly, which 
is perfect, since you’re primed for a fate-
ful encounter with somebody new. Forget 
what your mother told you: today, it’s safe 
and exhilarating to talk to strangers. 

SUPER 7!  Members of the K-pop group, BTS, wave to fans as they arrive at the Seoul Music 
Awards in Seoul, South Korea.

DJ Khaled joins ‘Bad Boys for Life’

Farhan Akhtar to reunite with 
Rakeysh Omprakash Mehra in 

new sports drama, ‘Toofan’

Glenn Close to receive Oscar Wilde Award

Jason Reitman to direct 
new Ghostbusters’ movie

Rihanna sues her father over Fenty name

Tahira Kashyap Khurrana 
feels ‘liberated’ after getting 

rid of ‘the extensions’
Actor Ayushmann Khurrana’s wife 

Tahira Kashyap Khurrana was 
undergoing chemotherapy for breast 
cancer. She took to Instagram to share 
the ‘liberating’ feeling as she got rid of 
her extensions.

A few months ago, actor Ayush-
mann Khurrana’s wife Tahira Kashyap 
Khurrana shared that she was diag-
nosed with breast cancer. Tahira had 
to go through 12 rounds of chemo-
therapy and as one of the side-effects 
of chemo, she started losing her hair.

In a recent post on Instagram, 
Tahira shared how “liberated” she 
has been feeling after getting rid of 
her wig. Tahira shared, “Hello world! 
That’s a new me with the old self! Was 

getting tired of the extensions. Well this is how it is & it’s so liberating, so much so that I don’t 
have to duck the shower while bathing or while picking up the soap! Never thought I had to go 
bald, but this feels good”

Husband Ayushmann Khurana replied with a heart emoti-
con and wrote “Hottie”.

Tahira shared two Instagram photos of her ‘liberated’ look.
In September 2018, Tahira Kashyap Khurrana shared that 

she was diagnosed with Stage 0 breast cancer. Later in No-
vember, she shared, “So now the upgraded version of myself 
is dealing with cancer stage 1 a, which is still a result of early 
detection. I’ll be going through 12 sessions of chemotherapy. 6 
down, and another 6 left.”

In many interviews towards the end of 2018, Ayushmann 
had shared that his wife is an inspiration as she was strongly 
dealing with her health crisis. He had also spoken a lot about 
life’s unpredictability as he was having a great year in his pro-
fessional life but personally, it was a tough time for the family.

L  A , J  16 (PTI): 
Veteran star Glenn Close is 
set to receive the Oscar Wilde 
Award, the US-Ireland Alli-
ance has announced.

Close, 71, will be receive 
the honour from Melissa Mc-
Carthy during the 14th Annu-
al Oscar Wilde Awards.

McCarthy is a past re-
cipient of the award, being 
honoured with it in the year 
2012. Close is currently re-
ceiving critical acclaim for 
her portrayal of an aggrieved 
wife in Bjorn Runge’s drama 
“The Wife”. She recently won 
the Golden Globe for Best Ac-
tress in a Motion Picture Dra-

ma for the ilm.
Previous recipients of the 

Oscar Wilde Awards include 
Saoirse Ronan, Ruth Negga, 
Paul Rudd, James Corden, 
Michelle Williams, Colin 
Farrell, Carrie Fisher, Mark 
Hamill, and Brendan Glee-
son, among others.

The US-Ireland Alliance 
had announced that “Game 
of Thrones” star Aiden Gillen 
will be receiving an honour 
at the awards.

The 14th Annual Oscar 
Wilde Awards will be held 
at director JJ Abrams’s Bad 
Robot in Santa Monica on 21 
February 2019.

M , J  16 (PTI): Far-
han Akhtar on Wednesday 
announced that he is set to re-
team with his “Bhaag Milkha 
Bhaag” director Rakeysh 
Omprakash Mehra in anoth-
er sports drama “Toofan”, in 
which he will play a boxer.

The actor shared the 
news on Twitter.

“Thrilled to share that 
6 years after Bhaag Milkha 
Bhaag, @RakeyshOmMeh-
ra and I are reuniting to 
create #Toofan... A heart-
felt story of a boxer.

“Hope for your best wish-
es as we embark on this new 
journey. Love,” Akhtar wrote.

Mehra also took to the 
microblogging site share the 
news and described the ilm 
as “a heartfelt love story”.

This will be the actor-di-
rector duo’s second project 
post “Bhaag Milkha Bhaag”, 
a 2013 biopic on legendary 
Indian athlete Milkha Singh.

Details are current-
ly sparse. The ilm will be 
co-produced by Excel Enter-
tainment and ROMP Pictures.

L  A , J  16 (PTI): 
DJ Khaled is the latest star 
to join the cast of Will Smith 
and Martin Lawrence in So-
ny’s “Bad Boys for Life”.

The long-awaited thre-
equel will see the return of 
Smith and Lawrence as De-
tective Mike Lowrey and De-
tective Marcus Burnett.

Actor Joe Pantoliano, who 
portrays Captain Conrad 
Howard in the earlier two 
ilms, is also coming for the 

third part.
Khaled, 43, joins new-

comers Vanessa Hudgens, 
Alexander Ludwig, Charles 
Melton, Jacob Scipio, and 
Paola Nunez in the project.

The DJ, whose real name 
is Khaled Mohamed Khaled, 
shared the news on Twit-
ter, saying, “Blessed to an-
nounce that I will be joining 
#WillSmith and #Martinlaw-
rence in the cast of @badboys 
#BadBoysForLife movie.”

“May I remind you, it’s 
only Jan 15, 2019. Y’all have 
no idea what’s coming. I’m 
coming for the Oscars!! God 
Is The Greatest,” he added.

Adil El Arbi and Bilall 
Fallah are directing the ilm 
from a script by Peter Craig. 
Joe Carnahan is doing a re-
write. Chris Bremmer is the 
current writer.

Hudgens, Ludwig, and 
Melton will play a modern, 
highly specialised police unit 
that collides with the old 
school Bad Boys when a new 
threat emerges in Miami.

Production has started and 
the ilm is slated for theatrical 
release January 17, 2020.

Jerry Bruckheimer re-
turns as producer. Doug 
Belgrad will also produce, 
as will Smith.

Barry Waldman, Mike 
Stenson, Chad Oman, and 
James Lassiter are executive 
producers.

L  A , J  16 (PTI): 
D rector Jason Reitman is 
planning to make a new 
“Ghostbuster” ilm.

Reitman, whose directo-
rial credits includes movies 
such as “Juno”, “Up in the 
Air” and most recently the 
political drama “The Front 
Runner”, will direct the lat-
est installment of the famed 
franchise.

His 72-year-old father, 
Ivan, had directed the orig-
inal “Ghostbuster” ilms 
which featured Bill Murray, 
Dan Aykroyd and Harold Ra-
mis as parapsychology pro-

fessors who hunts ghosts.
According to The Hol-

lywood Reporter, Reitman 
penned the script along with 
Gil Kenan and the filmmak-
er plans to shoot the project 
this summer. Sony Pictures 
is looking at a date in sum-
mer 2020.

His project would not be 
a continuation of Paul Feig’s 
all-women reboot, which re-
leased in 2016 and featured 
Melissa McCarthy, Kristen 
Wiig, Kate McKinnon, Leslie 
Jones and Chris Hemsworth.

Instead, the new ilm will be 
a follow-up of the original ilms.

L  A , J  16 (PTI): 
Singer Rihanna is suing her 
father for trying to exploit 
her name to further his en-
tertainment business.

In a federal lawsuit, the 
pop star alleges that her fa-
ther, Ronald Fenty, is trad-
ing on their surname, Fenty, 
which she made famous, for 
inancial gain, according to 

The Hollywood Reporter.
The famous singer was 

born Robyn Rihanna Fenty.
In the lawsuit, the 

30-year-old singer says that 
her father and his partner 
have violated her trade-
mark and falsely suggested 
that their business, Fenty 
Entertainment, is affiliated 
with her.

She has used the name for 
her cosmetics brand, Fenty 
Beauty, and other businesses, 
including Savage X Fenty and 

Fenty PUMA, since 2012.
Rihanna has asked the 

court to bar the firm from 
using the Fenty name for 
business.

The lawsuit claims Rihan-
na owns trademarks in the 
US for the Fenty name and 
has sent formal “cease and 
desist” requests.

It said that on one in-
stance, Fenty Entertainment 
accepted a 2017 offer by a 
third party for Rihanna to 
perform 15 shows in Latin 
America for USD 15 million.

In another, Fenty Enter-
tainment falsely implied that 
the singer was involved in 
a boutique hotels project, it 
added.

Rihanna is suing for false 
designation of origin, false 
advertising and invasion of 
her rights of privacy and pub-
licity, among other claims.


