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Heavy rains trigger multiple landslides 
in Sikkim, highways blocked 

Gangtok, 20 Oct [PTI]: 
Normal life was thrown 
out of gear in sikkim on 
Wednesday as torrential 
rain caused landslides at 
several places, blocking 
the National Highway-10 
and snapping the arteri-
al road link with neigh-
bouring West Bengal, of-
ficials said.

Following heavy rain, 
one of the landslides hit 
the highway at the 29th 
Mile area in West Bengal, 
around 60 km from the 
Himalayan state’s Rang-
po border.

Another landslide 
occurred at Pani House 
here this morning, dis-
rupting vehicular move-
ment, the officials said, 
adding that the efforts 
were underway to re-
move the debris from the 
road.

supporting pillars of 
a steel bridge at Rang-
po, the gateway to sik-
kim, got damaged due 
to heavy flow of water 
in the Teesta river which 
has been in a spate over 
the past few days, they 
said.

The authorities have 
started restricting the 
movement of vehicles on 
the bridge.

The downpour also 

damaged crops and 
properties at several 
places, the officials said.

As the rain contin-
ued to batter the state, a 

large number of people 
have been rescued to safe 
places and relief materi-
als have been sent to the 
affected areas.

Covid claims one more, 
Sikkim’s toll reaches 393

DC South leads inspection of landslide damage in district
Namchi, 20 Oct [IPR]:  
District Collector (south), 
M Bharani, accompanied 
by Additional District 
Collector (south), Anant 
Jain, Divisional Engineer 
(smart City), District 
Project Officer (South), 
Councillors of NMC visit-
ed disaster affected sites 
within Namchi to assess 
the quantum of damages.

First, they visited the 
slide at Namchi View 
Point. Police personnel 
have been deputed to 
manage traffic at the site. 
The team also instructed 
the supervisor to refrain 
from dumping debris 
below the slide as sev-
eral households lie be-
low that stretch and the 
debris posed a threat to 
them. 

The team then visited 
Middle Ghurpisey major 
slide has occured below 
Kali Mandir. There was 
an urgent need to con-
struct retaining wall to 
avert further damage. 

slide near the adjoining 
houses was also verified. 

The team then visit-
ed Tinzir where major 
issue of sinking of the 
area insinuated by sur-
face run off water had 
become a menace. The 
team inspected the en-
tire area. The DC has 
directed the DE smart 
City to come up with a 
strategy/plan to con-
struct a drain along the 
pedestrian foot path 
in the area to prevent 
damages to adjoining 
houses. 

At Dambudara, the 
link road connecting, 
Kamrang with Dambu-
dara, the formation had 
been completely washed 
out with collapse of re-
taining wall along CH 1. 
As such it was decided 
that mitigation measures 
would be sought from 
Mines & Geology Depart-
ment. Further landed 
property has been bad-
ly damaged along with 

standing crops. 
The drain connect-

ing Namchi Bazar to 
Lower Tinzir was also 
inspected. It was seen 
that the sides of the 
drain had been com-
pletely washed out and 
posed serious threat 
to structures above it. 
As such it was decid-
ed that a meeting with 
DE Water Resource 
and River Development, 

DE smart City would be 
conducted to chalk out 
mitigation measures for 
entire area to prevent 
impending disaster in 
the near future. 

The team also in-
spected partially dam-
aged house at Upper 
Ghurpisey. AE Water 
Resource and River De-
velopment had already 
assessed the cause 
of damage and it was 

learnt that the runoff 
water from hill above 
had caused damaged. 
Mitigation measures for 
the same would be dis-
cussed with concerned 
Department for onward 
submission.

SummIT RePORT
Gangtok, 20 Oct: 

Covid claimed one more life in sikkim 
in the past 24 hours when a Covid 

patient passed away at sTNM Hospi-
tal. The state’s Covid toll now stands at 
393. Sikkim had recorded its first Covid 
fatality on 26 July last year.

Meanwhile, the daily test positivity 
rate came in at 3.2% today with 17 new 
cases detected from the testing of 523 
samples on Tuesday. Of these 17 cases, 
11 were registered in East District, two 
in West District and four in south Dis-
trict.

As per the Daily Report of COVID-19 
in sikkim released by the Integrated 
Disease surveillance Programme of 

Health Department, while 11 cases 
were picked up in RT-PCR testing of 396 
samples, 06 more tested positive in rap-
id antigen testing of 125 samples. sik-
kim’s tally of confirmed Covid cases has 
now reached 31,800.

On the other hand, active cases have 
come down to 175 with 22 more peo-
ple making full recoveries in the past 24 
hours. The number of recovered cases 
has accordingly improved to 30,914 
and the current recovery rate stands at 
98.2%.

Nine more COVID patients were 
hospitalized in the state in the past 24 
hours while four COVID patients are 
currently admitted in ICU facilities in 
the state.

rangpo bridge loses reinforcement 
pillars, attracts abundant caution

Gangtok, 20 Oct [IPR]: 
A team led by DC East, 
Ragul K, inspected the 
Rangpo bridge this morn-
ing to assess the dam-
age caused by incessant 
rain of the past couple 
of days. As per informa-
tion received from him, 
the reinforcement pil-

lars of Rangpo bridge 
were washed away last 
night at around 2AM by 
to heavy water flow in 
the river. Movement of 
vehicles of more than 
10 tons has been re-
stricted as a matter of 
“abundant caution.” 
The concerned agency 

is working to restore the 
reinforcement. He ad-
vised the people to avoid 
unnecessary travel and 
also asked all truck as-
sociations, owners and 
operators to take note of 
restrictions on tonnage 
allowed on the bridge for 
now.

Petrol, diesel prices hiked again
New DelhI, OcT 20 (PTI): After two days of lull, 
petrol and diesel prices on Wednesday were again 
hiked by 35 paise per litre each, pushing rates to new 
highs across the country.

The price of petrol in Delhi rose to its highest-ev-
er level of Rs 106.19 a litre and Rs 112.11 per litre 
in Mumbai, according to a price notification of state-
owned fuel retailers.

In Mumbai, diesel now comes for Rs 102.89 a litre; 
while in Delhi, it costs Rs 94.92.

The rate hike comes after two days of no changes. 
Prior to that, for four straight days prices were hiked 
by 35 paise per litre each.

With this rise, petrol is now at Rs 100-a-litre mark 
or more in all state capitals while diesel has touched 
the level in over a dozen states. Diesel crossed the Rs 
100-a-litre mark in Panaji and Ranchi.

The costliest fuel is in the border town of Ganga-

nagar in Rajasthan where petrol comes for Rs 118.23 
a litre and diesel for Rs 109.04.

since ending of a three-week long hiatus in rate 
revision in the last week of september, this is the 17th 
increase in petrol price and the 20th time that diesel 
rates have gone up.

While petrol price in most of the country is already 
above Rs 100-a-litre mark, diesel rates have crossed 
that level in over a dozen states/UT including Madhya 
Pradesh, Rajasthan, Odisha, Andhra Pradesh, Telanga-
na, Gujarat, Maharashtra, Chhattisgarh, Bihar, Kerala, 
Karnataka, Jharkhand, Goa and Ladakh.

Prices differ from state to state depending on the 
incidence of local taxes.

International benchmark Brent crude is trading at 
USD 84.43 per barrel on Wednesday for the first time 
in seven years.

A month back, Brent was trading at UsD 73.92.

roads, bridges damaged as severe rains 
trigger landslides in north bengal

Kolkata, 20 Oct [PTI]: Torren-
tial rains pounded the tiny Hima-
layan state of sikkim and the tea 
growing region of North Bengal 
today, causing landslides which cut 
off National Highway-10, the main 
road linking sikkim’s Gangtok with 
the rest of the country.

The incessant downpour today 
saw landslides blocking the crucial 
National Highway-10, used both 
by civilian and military traffic, at 
the 29th Mile area in West Bengal, 
around 60 km from sikkim’s Rang-
po border. supporting pillars of a 
steel bridge at Rangpo, the gate-
way to sikkim, were also damaged 
as the powerful Teesta river which 
has been in spate over the past few 
days, swept embankments at many 
points.

Normal life in parts of north 
Bengal was also affected today as 
torrential showers in Darjeeling, 
Kalimpong and Jalpaiguri districts 
triggered landslides causing dam-
ages to roads and bridges, halting 
or constricting traffic in various 
places, officials said.

Hundreds of tourists, who have 
thronged the hills during the Durga 
Puja season, are facing difficulties 
in travelling to their next destina-
tion or reaching railway stations 
or the Bagdogra airport to return 
home, owing to the incessant rain 
and landslides, officials said.

A landslide occurred at Mah-
anadi area in West Bengal’s Dar-

jeeling district, blocking another 
major arterial road connecting 
Kurseong with sukna.

As the downpour continued, 
3,800 cubic feet of water flow per 
second was released from Bengal’s 
Gajaoldoba Teesta Barrage, caus-
ing inundation in several parts of 
the low lying town of Jalpaiguri.

Water from the overflowing 
Teesta river also submerged Na-
tional Highway-10 that connects 
Bengal’s siliguri with sikkim’s cap-
ital Gangtok at the Teesta Bazaar 
area, restricting traffic, officials said.

The India Meteorological De-
partment issued a red alert for 
Darjeeling, Kalimpong and Alipur-
duar, forecasting “extremely heavy 
rain at one or two places” in these 
districts till Thursday morning.

Jalpaiguri and Cooch Behar 
are likely to receive heavy to very 
heavy rain during the period, it 
said.

Road connectivity in several 
places of Kalimpong district, link-
ing Kalimpong town with sever-
al hamlets such as Pedong, Lava 
and Algara, was snapped owing to 
landslides, officials said.

A bridge on the Balason river 
at Matigara on the outskirts of sili-
guri in Darjeeling district also got 
damaged.

siliguri Police Commissioner 
Gaurav sharma said vehicles have 
been diverted to another route 
owing to the damage to the bridge, 

while motorcyclists and pedestri-
ans have been allowed to use it.

“We are urging people to make 
plans for long travel to reach their 
destinations owing to the diver-
sion,” he told reporters.

several low-lying areas in Jal-
paiguri district have been flooded 
owing to a rise in the water level 
of Teesta and Jaldhaka rivers. Peo-
ple from these areas were being 
moved to safe places for shelter.

Darjeeling received 233.8 mm 
rainfall, the highest in the state 
in the 24 hours till 8:30 am on 
Wednesday, followed by Kalim-
pong (199 mm), Jalpaiguri (151 
mm) and Cooch Behar (60.9 mm).

Water levels in Torsa and some 
other rivers in the region have also 
started rising owing to the torren-
tial rain.

The India Meteorological 
Department said the inclement 
weather condition will prevail in 
the sub-Himalayan districts till 
Thursday morning.

Weather in West Bengal’s 
southern districts, which received 
heavy rain since October 17 ow-
ing to a low-pressure system, im-
proved considerably on Wednes-
day, though the weather depart-
ment said thunderstorms with 
lightning at one or two places are 
likely during the day.

Dry weather will prevail in the 
southern parts of the state from 
Thursday, it added.
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One missing in Darj slide

DaRjeelING, 20 OcT: 
The continuous down-
pour of the past few days 
has littered Darjeeling 
district with landslides 
and one struck in the 

heart of town when a slip 
tore away from above the 
District Magistrate’s of-
fice and SDO Bungalow 
here at around 3AM to-
day. The duty personnel 

quarter at the sDO bun-
galow was swept away 
and one person on duty 
at the time is reported 
missing. [from smriti 
Khawas]

Rains pummel paddy in West 
sikkim after having nurtured them

RuDRa KauShIK
Gyalshing, 20 Oct:

standing crop ready 
for harvest in pad-

dy across West district 
have been severely 
damaged by the heavy 
downpour which de-
scended over the past 
few days. The irony of 
paddy suffering be-
cause of too much wa-
ter despite being a crop 
that requires a lot of it 
has been highlighted by 
many farmers.

The heavy lashing of 
rain last night extract-
ed the heaviest toll as it 
was also accompanied 
by strong winds which 
pummeled the fields. 
Fields in Lower sar-
dong, Lungjing, salle, 
Parbok, and Biribung 
have reported the most 
severe damage. Farm-
ers in these villages do 

not sleep through the 
night.

According to Durga 
subba, a resident of sar-
dong, farmers were af-
fected by the late arrival 

of monsoons earlier, and 
now that the paddy has 
ripened, the retreating 
monsoon has battered 
them. 

He also pointed out 

that since paddy cultiva-
tion is labour-intensive, 
its destruction affects 
many more people than 
just those who live di-
rectly off the land.

class 12 exams: Duly followed assessment 
scheme, cBSe to Supreme court

New Delhi, 20 Oct 
[PTI]: The Central Board 
of secondary Education 
(CBsE) on Wednesday 
told the supreme Court 
that it has “duly followed” 
the assessment scheme 
in evaluating marks of 
class XII students whose 
exams were cancelled 
due to the COVID-19 pan-
demic. 

The counsel appear-
ing for the CBsE made 
the statement before 
a bench of Justices AM 
Khanwilkar and CT Ravi-
kumar which was hear-
ing a batch of pleas, in-
cluding those which have 
alleged that the board 
has failed in properly 
implementing the proce-
dure of dispute redressal 
mechanism relating to 
the result of class 12 ex-
ams.

“We have duly fol-
lowed the policy,” the 
counsel representing the 
CBsE told the bench. On 
June 17, the top court 
had approved the as-
sessment schemes of the 
Council for the Indian 
School Certificate Exam-
inations (CIsCE) and the 
CBsE, which had adopted 
the 30:30:40 formula for 
evaluation of marks for 
students of 12th stan-
dard based on results of 
class 10, 11, and 12 re-
spectively.

By submitting details, 
you are registering on 
Careers360

During the hearing on 
Wednesday, the counsel 
appearing for petition-
ers in one of the pleas 
referred to a chart and 
claimed there was a vari-
ance of around 24 per 
cent between the marks 
of one of the students as 
per the 30:30:40 formula 
and the marks awarded 
by the CBsE after moder-
ating it with school aver-
age score.

“That is the evalua-
tion scheme. Is it not? 
The school performance 
is also relevant,” the 
bench observed. The 
bench asked the counsel 
appearing for the CBsE 
about the grievance 
raised by the petition-
ers. The CBsE’s counsel, 
while referring to an af-
fidavit filed by the board 
in the matter, said the 
chart showing variation 

in marks has been pre-
pared on the basis of the 
“wrong reading” of the 
evaluation policy.

He said the affidavit 
has stated that the chart 
referred to by some of 
the petitioners has been 
prepared by taking into 
account only one com-
ponent of the overall 
computation of marks, 
whereas the evaluation 
policy provides for tak-
ing into consideration 
several other relevant 
aspects, including his-
torical performance of 
the school, overall school 
average and moderation 
criteria, for which a spe-
cial software was devel-
oped by the board.

The counsel said the 
board has said in its af-
fidavit that once all the 
data is fed into the soft-
ware, it automatically 
analyses the perfor-
mance of students for 
that particular year on 
the basis of the policy. 
The lawyer representing 
some of the petitioners 
said their school has also 
made a complaint to the 
CBsE on this aspect. The 
petitioner’s counsel said 
he would file a rejoinder 
to the CBSE’s affidavit 
after which the bench 
granted him one week’s 
time for it. On October 8, 
the apex court had asked 
the CBSE to file its re-
sponse on two separate 
pleas on the issue.

One of the petitions 
has claimed that the 
board has failed in imple-
menting the procedure 
of dispute resolution 
mechanism, prescribed 
in a circular which was 
issued in August this 
year in compliance with 
the apex court’s June 17 
order. On June 17, the top 
court had approved the 
assessment schemes of 
the CIsCE and the CBsE 
and had also said that it 
should incorporate the 
provision for dispute res-
olution in case students 
want correction of the 
final result. One of the 
petitions, filed by class 
12 pass-out students, has 
claimed that their marks 
have not been calculat-
ed based on their actual 
performance adopting 
the 30:30:40 formula of 
the CBsE.

It said the petitioners 
have been awarded les-
sor marks, causing great 
prejudice to them. The 
plea has alleged that the 
CBsE provided the mech-
anism for dispute resolu-
tion but “only on paper 
and failed in implement-
ing the same in reality 
which has caused great 
prejudice to the petition-
er students and it will 
cause irreparable loss to 
them if the same gets un-
resolved”. It said the issue 
for consideration before 
the apex court is wheth-
er or not the concerned 
authority is duty-bound 
to decide the cases raised 
through the proper chan-
nel of dispute redressal 
mechanism bypassing 
a reasoned/ speaking 
order after considering 
the peculiar facts and cir-
cumstances of the case.

It has also sought di-
rection that their results 
be declared based on the 
30:30:40 formula and by 
taking into account the 
actual marks obtained 
by them. The CBsE had 
earlier said it would eval-
uate class 12 students for 
theory based on 30 per 
cent marks from class 10 
board, 30 per cent from 
class 11, and 40 per cent 
from marks based on the 
performance in the unit, 
mid-term, and pre-board 
tests in class 12.

It had said that marks 
obtained by class 12 stu-
dents in practical and in-
ternal assessment on an 
actual basis as uploaded 
by schools on the CBsE 
Portal would be also con-
sidered in deciding final 
results. The top court 
had on June 17 referred 
to the schemes of assess-
ment of both the boards 
and said there was no 
“question of reversing 
the earlier decision re-
garding cancellation of 
examination” because 
no prejudice will be 
caused to students as 
they can still appear in 
the optional examination 
to be concluded in due 
course.

The court had passed 
the order while hearing 
the pleas seeking direc-
tions to cancel the class 
12 exams of the CBsE 
and CIsCE amid the pan-
demic situation.

Colleges 
resume 
physical 
classes in 
Maharashtra
mumbai, Oct 20 (PTI): 
Colleges and universi-
ties across Maharashtra 
on Wednesday resumed 
in-person or `offline’ class-
es which had been stopped 
for over one-and-a-half 
years due to the corona-
virus pandemic.

In Pune and Mum-
bai, the attendance was 
thin on campuses on day 
one. As per the state gov-
ernment’s directive, only 
fully vaccinated students 
are being allowed to at-
tend classroom sessions.

For those who cannot 
attend physical classes, 
the online lectures facil-
ity will continue.

Last week, Higher 
and Technical Education 
Minister Uday samant 
had announced that all 
the colleges and univer-
sities in the state can 
conduct physical classes 
from October 20.

schools across the 
state resumed physical 
classes for students of std 
5 to 12 from October 4.

samant had also said 
that every university 
should issue a standard 
operating procedure 
(sOP) for the colleges 
affiliated to it as to what 
precautions must be 
taken while conducting 
classes in person.

As per the sOP issued 
by Mumbai University, a 
maximum of 50 per cent 
of students can sit in a 
class.

Colleges should give 
students the option of at-
tending online sessions, 
it said. They should also 
keep a record of the 
COVID-19 vaccination 
certificate of every stu-
dent and staff member 
attending physical ses-
sions, said the varsity.

On Wednesday, Ma-
harashtra reported 1,825 
new COVID-19 cases and 
21 deaths.

Few students turned up 
at most colleges in Mumbai 
on the first day.

While some students 
are yet to be fully vaccinated, 
concerns about safety too 
possibly weighed on stu-
dents’ and parents’ minds, 
said a college teacher.

Reaching college too 
could be a challenge for 
many students in the me-
tropolis as local trains can be 
currently used by only those 
who have a monthly pass.

As per an internal 
survey, less than 50 per 
cent of students are 
fully inoculated while 
most of teaching and 
non-teaching staff have 
had their two jabs of 
vaccine, said one college 
professor.

“There was mixed re-
action from students on 
day one. some students 
are willing to attend college 
while some still prefer on-
line lectures,” said seema 
sapale, vice-principal of 
Kirti College at Dadar.

she hoped that things 
would return to normal 
after Diwali vacations, 
she added.

Minister samant also 
tweeted to extend greet-
ings to students.

“Best wishes to all 
student friends .Only 
those who have life in 
their dreams reach the 
destination.. . .Nothing 
happens if you only have 
wings, flight is taken with 
courage,” he wrote.

some teachers 
claimed that colleges 
didn’t get enough time 
for preparation before 
restarting classes.

Probe agency registers three more 
cases over post-poll violence in Bengal

New Delhi, 20 Oct 
[PTI]: The Central Bu-
reau of Investigation 
(CBI) has registered two 
murder cases and a case 
of outraging the modesty 
of a woman during post-
poll violence in West 
Bengal, taking the total 
number of such cases 
registered by the central 
agency to 43, officials 
said today.

The first case per-
tains to allegations that 
the accused had attacked 
a family in the Golf Green 
police station area of 
Kolkata and merciless-

ly beaten up the family 
members with bamboo 
sticks, iron rods, blades 
etc. on May 16, the offi-
cials said.

The victims had to 
undergo treatment, they 
added.

Later, one of the vic-
tims approached the 
court seeking to invoke 
sections 354 (outraging 
the modesty of a wom-
an) and 506 of the Indian 
Penal Code (IPC) in the 
case, which was allowed 
by the court.

Following the court’s 
directives, police had 

added the two charges in 
the FIR, the officials said.

The Central Bureau 
of Investigation (CBI) has 
also taken over the inves-
tigation in two murder 
cases, they added.

One of the case was 
earlier being probed by 
the Amdanga police in 
North 24 Parganas dis-
trict, which had alleged-
ly registered a case of 
unnatural death of the 
victim whose body was 
found hanging on May 
10.

“It was alleged that 
the accused killed the 

victim (the husband of 
the complainant),” CBI 
spokesperson Joshi said.

The alleged role of a 
state minister in influ-
encing the police probe 
is under scanner follow-
ing a complaint by a lo-
cal BJP leader who had 
claimed that the case was 
hushed up as unnatural 
death but the victim was 
killed, sources said.

In the other case, it 
was alleged that a mob 
went to the victim’s res-
idence on April 27 and 
forcibly took him to Gan-
garampur Kaldighi.

mumbai ex-top cop Param Bir Singh not 
traceable, maharashtra Govt tells high court 

mumbai, 20 Oct [PTI]: 
The whereabouts of 
former Mumbai police 
commissioner Param Bir 
singh were not known, 
the Maharashtra govern-
ment on Wednesday told 
the Bombay High Court.

As the IPS officer was 
not traceable, it did not 
wish to continue its as-
surance that no coercive 
action (such as arrest) 
would be taken against 
him in an Atrocities Act 
case, the government 
said.

senior counsel Dari-
us Khambata, appearing 
for the state, told a di-
vision bench of Justices 
Nitin Jamdar and sarang 
Kotwal that the circum-
stances had changed.

“He isn’t traceable. In 
these circumstances, we 
do not want to continue 
our earlier statement 

where the government 
said it would not take any 
coercive action against 
him,” Mr Khambata said.

Param Bir singh’s coun-
sel Mahesh Jethmalani said 
he had not been declared as 
an absconder yet.

“In this case, he was 
summoned twice and 
both the times he re-
sponded,” Mr Jethmalani 
said.

The high court was 
hearing a petition filed 
by the senior IPS officer 
seeking to quash the FIR 
lodged against him un-
der the scheduled Castes 
and scheduled Tribes 
(Prevention of Atroci-
ties) Act and relevant IPC 
sections on a complaint 
filed by police inspector 
Bhimrao Ghadge.

The judges adjourned 
the hearing to the next 
week.

Mr Ghadge, presently 
posted in Akola district, 
has leveled allegations 
of corruption against 
singh and some other 
officers when Mr Singh 
was Thane police com-
missioner.

Mr singh pressurised 
him to drop the names 
of some persons from 
a case and when he re-
fused, he was framed up 
in false cases, Ghadge 
claimed.

The FIR was regis-
tered under the Atroc-
ities Act as the com-
plainant belongs to an 
sC community as well as 
for extortion and some 
other Indian Penal Code 
offenses.

Mr singh’s lawyer 
claimed that the FIR 
was a backlash over Mr 
singh’s allegations of 
corruption against for-

mer Maharashtra home 
minister Anil Deshmukh.

The IPS officer is also 
facing at least four extor-
tion cases in Thane and 
Mumbai.

He was transferred 
from the post of Mumbai 
police commissioner in 
March after the arrest of 
police officer (now dis-
missed) sachin Waze in 
the case of an sUV with 
explosives found near in-
dustrialist Mukesh Am-
bani’s residence and the 
murder of businessman 
Mansukh Hiran.

Mr singh then ac-
cused Deshmukh of ask-
ing Waze to collect ₹ 100 
crore every month from 
bars and restaurants in 
Mumbai. The NCP leader, 
who denied the allega-
tion, soon stepped down 
as minister and is facing 
CBI probe.

Right to seek ‘default’ bail a fundamental right, 
part of Right to Personal Liberty: High Court

New Delhi, 20 Oct 
[PTI]: Right to seek 
‘default’ bail is a funda-
mental right and an in-
defeasible part of right 
to personal liberty under 
the Constitution which 
cannot be suspended 
even during a pandemic 
situation, the Delhi High 
Court said.

The high court said 
the right of the accused 
to be set at liberty takes 
precedence over the 
right of the state to carry 
on the investigation and 
file a charge sheet.

As per law, once the 
maximum period, that is, 
60, 90 and 180 days from 
arrest, provided for an 
investigation in a case is 
over and no charge sheet 
is filed, the accused be-
comes entitled to be re-

leased on bail, which is 
called the ‘default’ bail.

Justice Manoj Kumar 
Ohri said the order of re-
manding an undertrial 
to custody or its exten-
sion is held to be a judi-
cial function requiring 
due application of mind.

“The right to seek 
default bail under sec-
tion 167(2) CrPC is a 
fundamental right and 
not merely a statutory 
right, which flows from 
Article 21 of the Con-
stitution. It has been 
held to be an indefeasi-
ble part of the right to 
personal liberty under 
Article 21 of the Consti-
tution, and such a right 
cannot be suspended 
even during a pandemic 
situation.

“The right of the ac-

cused to be set at liberty 
takes precedence over 
the right of the state to 
carry on the investiga-
tion and submit a charge 
sheet,” it said.

The court said the 
rights of an undertri-
al under the Constitu-
tion cannot be allowed 
to be defeated on 
technicalities of pro-
cedure, and laid down 
a slew of directions to 
ensure that their right 
to seek default bail is 
not defeated and the 
custody of an accused 
is not extended mechan-
ically.

The judgement came 
on a petition by an ac-
cused challenging a trial 
court’s order dismissing 
his revision plea seeking 
default bail on account of 

failure of prosecution to 
file charge sheet within 
the statutory period of 
90 days from arrest in a 
case of dowry death and 
causing harassment to a 
married woman.

The high court re-
leased the man on de-
fault bail on furnishing 
of a personal bond of 
₹ 25,000 and a surety 
of the like amount and 
directed him not to try 
to tamper with the ev-
idence or leave Delhi 
without prior permis-
sion.

The man was arrest-
ed in the dowry death 
case on January 18, 2020 
and was sent to judicial 
custody by a magisteri-
al court and his custody 
was extended from time 
to time.
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Extreme weather events compel us to bring 

climate crisis into popular discourse
Raju cheTTRI

As the monsoon retreats, parts 
of the country, including the 

north-eastern states, have been 
badly hit by heavy rainfall. There 
are reports of floods, landslides, 
mudslides in the southern states 
of Kerala and Tamil Nadu. sikkim, 
too, received heavy rain from 18-
20 October, some areas receiving 
heavy rainfall up to 70-200 mm. 
The torrential rain over the past 
few days has claimed significant 
loss to the property. The crops, 
including paddy, have been de-
stroyed. The rivers Tista and Ran-
git have swelled up to their bank 
and look scary. The national high-
way NH10 has been blocked in six-
teen locations.   There are reports of 
landslides across the sikkim.  The 
late monsoon retreat brings havoc 
to sikkim and the Himalayan region 
as in other parts of the country.

It may be noted that this Oc-
tober has been the wettest in the 
national capital of Delhi since 
1956. social media posts are com-
paring the rainfall of this month to 
that of 1968 heavy rainfall in hilly 
areas.  The heavy rain can be at-
tributed to the slow withdrawal of 
monsoon, which otherwise would 
have entirely withdrawn by Oc-
tober. so, the pertinent question 
arises, is it merely a coincidence 
between 1956 and 1968, or has 
the weather patterns changed 
considerably over the years? The 
answer is obvious. As the effects 
of climate change have become 
evident in the environmentally 
sensitive region across the world, 
its impact on the weather pattern 
of the Indian subcontinent is also 
observable. Thus, the change in 
monsoon pattern, delay in its ar-
rival, and late retreat is an impact 
of climate change. 

The threats of climate change 
largely loom over the sensitive 
Himalayan region. Over the years, 
extreme weather patterns have 
mainly become persistent. The 
hot summer and chilly winters 
have become a frequent phenom-
enon in the otherwise temperate 
climate of sikkim.  There is also 
a threat of glacial lake flood out-
bursts as our glaciers are melting 
at an alarming rate due to global 
warming. If any such mishaps, it 
will swell up our river and take a 
heavy toll on the life and proper-
ty of the people living adjacent to 
the river. The unfortunate incident 
of recent flash floods in Uttara-
khand due to glacial outbursts is 
an eye-opener for us.  The number 
of dams in sikkim is also an area of 
concern. On top of this, the recent 
approval of the Teesta stage IV pow-
er project will add to the already ex-
isting woes. such a large number of 
dams in the susceptible Himalayan 
region will adversely affect our en-
vironment. Therefore, with abrupt 
changes in rainfall patterns and 
melting of glaciers together with 
a large number of dams for hydro-
power projects, will it be wrong to 
say that we are heading towards an 
impending disaster?

The world broadly looks con-
cerned about climate change, 
and prominent climate move-
ments are happening across 
the globe. It is now beyond 
any doubt that people are very 
much worried about climate 
change, although their govern-
ments may not be acting like 
one.  The recent Nobel prize 
in Physics was awarded to 
syukuro Manabe and Klaus Has-
selman for the physical model-
ling of Earth’s climate, quantifying 
variability, and reliably predicting 

global warming is in fact acknowl-
edgment of the climate crisis by 
the Nobel committee. There is 
widespread discourse happening 
around the world as the climate 
crisis is becoming largely evident. 
Thus, the time has come across 
the globe for the policymakers to 
reconsider our economic mod-
el and choose environment over 
profits seriously.

As the talks of the climate cri-
sis are widespread worldwide, the 
Himalayan region, largely sikkim, 
cannot remain away from the dis-
cussion. The environmental prob-
lem here is enormous. There is an 
immediate threat to the livelihood 
of the people living in the region. 
But the talks of climate change are 
restricted to the youth and stu-
dent section only. Indeed, there 
have been many movements and 
awareness campaigns, but it has 
failed to bring forth the climate 
crisis discourse in our society. In 
the recent election in Iceland, the 
issue of climate change was at the 
forefront of the political campaign.

similarly, the issue of climate 
change should also be discussed 
in our political campaign, and it 
should occupy a central position 
in our politics. There is a dire need 
for awareness regarding the cli-
mate crisis in our society. In this, 
our civil society and social orga-
nization have a significant role to 
play. Lastly, our state government 
should make policies that will ad-
dress environmental issues. The 
policies should be implemented 
sternly, not just restricted to pa-
per only. If we do not act quickly 
in addressing our environmen-
tal problems and bring forth the 
issue of the climate crisis at the 
forefront, an uncertain future lies 
ahead!

EU’s IURC agrees to support low carbon 
sustainable development in Gangtok

SummIT RePORT
Gangtok, 20 Oct:

A team of experts from 
the International 

Urban and Regional Co-
operation unit of the 
European Union were 
in town recently to hold 
deliberations with of-
ficers of the Gangtok 
Municipal Corporation, 
Urban Development De-

partment and Transport 
Department to explore 
low carbon options to 
improve the urban expe-
rience of living in Gang-
tok.

A GMC press commu-
nique, issued a full ten 
days after the IURC team 
was here [on 10-11 Oct], 
informs that “during the 
visit, the team had fruit-

ful discussion with the 
officers and from others 
department and they 
have agreed to provide 
support for waste man-
agement, urvban trans-
port, urban develop-
ment, etc., for the Gang-
tok city.”

IURC is a programme 
supported by the EU 
which seeks to help lo-

cal urban governments 
worldwide achieve Low 
Carbon sustainable De-
velopment in cities. 

The IURC, GMC in-
forms, has been pairing 
European cities with cit-
ies from other parts of 
the world to deliberate 
common problems and 
discus ideas for sustain-
able growth.

BjP ruined India’s economy in last 7 
years, “cheated” country: Sachin Pilot

jaIPuR, 20 OcT [PTI]: 
Attacking the Centre 
over inflation, fuel price 
hike, unemployment 
and other issues, former 
Rajasthan deputy chief 
minister and Congress 
leader sachin Pilot on 
Wednesday said the gov-
ernment has “cheated” 
the country in every sec-
tor.

Addressing a Dal-
it sammelan at Chaksu 
near Jaipur, Mr Pilot said 
that in the last seven 
years, “the BJP govern-
ment ruined the econ-
omy, unemployment 
reached a historic peak, 
petrol, diesel and LPG 
cylinder have become 
expensive and inflation 
skyrocketed”.

He also unveiled a 
statue of Dr BR Ambed-
kar on the occasion.

Mr Pilot alleged that 
the government rubbed 
salt into the wound by 
bringing the three agri-
cultural laws. The laws 
have been facing pro-
tests all over the coun-
try for a year, the Con-
gress leader said.

He said wherever 
possible, the Congress 
and its government in 
the state will give full 
opportunity to the Dal-
its to progress. Mr Pilot 
also expressed hope that 
a member of the com-

munity will be inducted 
as a cabinet minister in 
the state government in 
place of Master Bhanwar 
Lal Meghwal, who died 
last year while he was 
the social justice and em-
powerment minister.

The former depu-
ty chief minister said 
Meghwal, who died due 
to brain hemorrhage, 
worked for Dalits and 
raised their voice.

“He was a cabinet 
minister in our govern-
ment. The place is now 
vacant and I have full 
faith that the All India 
Congress Committee 
(AICC) and the (Rajas-
than) government will 
soon offer cabinet rank 
to a member of the Dal-
it community,” Mr Pilot 
said.

This was the first oc-
casion when Mr Pilot, 
who revolted against 
the leadership of Chief 
Minister Ashok Gehlot 
last year, has said any-
thing about the cabinet. 
The demand for a cabi-
net reshuffle in the state 
is being raised for the 
past several months.

Without  naming 
anyone,  the Con-
gress  leader warned 
those who do politics 
and seek votes in the 
name of Dr Bhimrao 
Ambedkar but have 

no attachment with 
him.

“Those who did not 
used to see Ambedkar, 
sardar Patel are wor-
shipping them for votes 
and power. They are do-
ing it under your pres-
sure. This should not be 
forgotten. These people 
are experts in hypocri-
sy, they have no attach-
ment to Ambedkar, but 
when votes have to be 
taken and when it comes 
to rule and throne, then 
they can worship any-
one. They are ‘Behrupiye’ 
(impressionist),” he said.

Chief Minister Ge-
hlot, AICC General sec-
retary Ajay Maken and 
Rajasthan Congress 
president Govind singh 
Dotasra were also in-
vited to the programme 
organised by Chaksu 
MLA Ved Prakash so-
lanki, who is considered 
close to Mr Pilot. These 
invitees, however, gave 
the event a miss.

Mr Gehlot was busy 
in a meeting to review 
seasonal diseases.

Mr Pilot said these 
leaders were invited but 
they could not attend 
due to different reasons.

“I know our party and 
government is engaged 
in the work of develop-
ment and welfare of Dal-
its,” he said.

Recently, Mr Gehlot 
and Mr Pilot had trav-
elled together in a he-
licopter along with Mr 
Maken and Mr Dotasra to 
address public meetings 
in Vallabhnagar (Udai-
pur) and Dhariawad 
(Pratapgarh) assembly 
constituencies where 
bypolls are being held 
on October 30. It was the 
second occasion when 
they travelled together 
after last year’s Rajas-
than political crisis.

Mr Pilot said Con-
gress leaders Rahul 
Gandhi and Priyanka 
Gandhi Vadra raise voice 
for Dalits, farmers etc. in 
Delhi, UP and any other 
state.

“Whenever there is 
atrocity against women, 
Priyanka Gandhi reach-
es there,” he said, adding 
she assured on Tuesday 
that 40 per cent of tickets 
will be given to women 
candidates in the 2022 
Uttar Pradesh assembly 
polls.

Talking about the 
statue of Ambedkar, he 
said it is the tallest statue 
of the Dalit icon in Ra-
jasthan which is made of 
‘astdhatu’.

He said the pro-
gramme has been or-
ganised formally while 
taking along all and in a 
disciplined manner.

Nepal floods and landslides kill at least 77
KaThmaNDu, 20 OcT 
[ReuTeRS]: The num-
ber of people killed in 
Nepal due to landslides 
and flash floods rose to 
77 on Wednesday after 
rescuers recovered 34 
more bodies, authorities 
said.
Twenty-four deaths have 
been reported in the 
Panchthar district of east 
Nepal bordering India, 
13 in neighbouring Ilam 
and 12 in Doti in west 
Nepal, interior ministry 
official Dil Kumar Ta-
mang said. Others died 

elsewhere in west Nepal.
The ministry said 22 

people were injured and 
26 were missing.

Authorities said the 
government would pro-
vide $1,700 as relief 
to the families of each 
dead victim and free 
treatment for the in-
jured.

About 350 km (220 
miles) west of the cap-
ital Kathmandu, per-
sistent heavy rains were 
hampering efforts to 
reach seti, a village in 
west Nepal where 60 

people have been ma-
rooned by floods for two 
days.

“Rescuers were un-
able to reach the village 
due to bad weather and 
continuous rains yester-
day. Rescue efforts are 
continuing today,” Police 
spokesman Basanta Kun-
war told Reuters.

Television channels 
showed rice paddy crops 
submerged or washed 
away, and rivers sweep-
ing away bridges, roads, 
houses and the runway 
of an airport in the city of 

Biratnagar.
Flash floods and 

landslides are common 
in Nepal during the mon-
soon season from mid-
June through september.

Authorities have 
warned of more rain in 
the next few days.

There are “chances 
of heavy rainfall in some 
places and light to mod-
erate snowfall” in the 
eastern mountainous ar-
eas, the Department of 
Hydrology and Meteorol-
ogy said in a forecast for 
the next two days.

Negative covid test must for international passengers visiting India
New Delhi, 20 Oct 
[PTI]: Travellers fully 
vaccinated and com-
ing from a country with 
which India has recipro-
cal arrangements for mu-
tual acceptance of WHO 
approved COVID-19 
vaccines will be allowed 
to leave the airport and 
need not undergo home 
quarantine and testing 
from October 25, accord-
ing to the revised guide-
lines for international ar-
rivals released today.

They will, however, 
have to produce a neg-
ative COVID-19 RT-PCR 
report.

If partially or not 
vaccinated, the travel-
lers need to undertake 
measures which include 
submission of sample for 
post-arrival COVID-19 
test at the point of arrival 
after which they will be 
allowed to leave the air-
port, home quarantine 
for seven days, re-test on 
the eighth day of arrival 
in India and if negative, 
further self monitor their 
health for next seven 
days.

These guidelines for 
international arrivals su-
persede of all guidelines 
issued on the subject on 
and after February 17, 
2021, the Union health 
ministry said.

“The global trajectory 

of COVID-19 pandemic 
continues to decline with 
certain regional variations. 
The need to monitor the 
continuously changing na-
ture of virus and evolution 
of sARs-CoV-2 variants of 
concern (VOCs) must still 
remain in focus. The exist-
ing guidelines (issued on 
17th February 2021 with 
subsequent addendums) 
for international arrivals in 
India have been formulat-
ed taking a risk-based ap-
proach. “In view increasing 
vaccination coverage across 
the globe and the changing 
nature of the pandemic, the 
existing guidelines for in-
ternational arrivals in India 
have been reviewed,” the 
ministry said.

The new document 
provides protocols to be 
complied with internation-
al travellers as well those 
to be followed by airlines, 
points of entry (airports, 
seaports and land border) 
for risk profiling of passen-
gers. This standard Operat-
ing Procedure shall be valid 
from October 25 till further 
orders. Based on the risk 
assessment, this document 
shall be reviewed from 
time to time, the ministry 
said.

According to the min-
istry, India has signed 
agreements for mutual 
recognition of nationally or 
WHO recognised COVID-19 

vaccines with 11 countries 
- the UK, France, Germany, 
Nepal, Belarus, Lebanon, 
Armenia, Ukraine, Belgium, 
Hungary and serbia.

Travellers coming from 
these countries who are ful-
ly vaccinated and 15 days 
have elapsed since comple-
tion of COVID-19 vaccina-
tion schedule, they shall be 
allowed to leave the airport 
and shall self monitor their 
health for 14 days post ar-

rival, according to the re-
vised guidelines.

While planning for trav-
el, all travellers should sub-
mit self-declaration form 
on the online Air suvidha 
portal before the scheduled 
travel and upload a nega-
tive COVID-19 RT-PCR re-
port. This test should have 
been conducted within 72 
hours prior to undertaking 
the journey, according to 
the guidelines.

have  a 
sTory To 
share? 

email us: news@
summittimes.com



4 SummitTIMES | 21 October 2021

www.
summittimes.
com  |  news@
summittimes.

com  |  
advertise@

summittimes.
com

Edits

Traffic Jammed in Gangtok
It will get worse because 
nothing is being done

Commuting in Gangtok is comfortable only during holi-
days or in the few days immediately after a longish break 

like the one we recently enjoyed with Dasain and will get 
to enjoy again after Tihaar. Of course, if you happen to be 
among the privileged few who get a pass allowing you to be 
on the roads during a lockdown, then during the pandemic 
as well. The roads are lighter during these times because it 
is only during these extended holidays that traffic “flows” on 
Gangtok roads instead of snarling. But even this reprieve is 
getting rare because tourist vehicles are now in close com-
petition with the office-going jumble on the roads. The te-
dium of driving into Gangtok from Ranipool has become the 
new normal and will only get worse. And it will be getting 
worse not just because more people will own more vehicles 
or because more tourists will get attracted to Gangtok, but 
more so because nothing appears to be in the works by way 
of even planning, leave aside implementation, to improve the 
situation.

Suffice to say that traffic is a problem in Gangtok. The jams 
are becoming longer and denser and parking has emerged 
as a challenge for which no one has presented a practical 
solution. There is, after all, only so much road available to 
accommodate the march of vehicles which show no signs 
of tapering off. What also continues to hamstring Gangtok 
when it comes to managing its traffic is the fact that most of 
the solutions that consultants could offer – like wider roads 
or bypasses or flyovers – are not possible here. The capital 
will have to work with the roads it already has, at least along 
stretches where most of the congestion takes place. There 
is no scope for widening or creating alternate routes. That 
said, there are still some options it could explore even when 
it comes to road usage and also some experiments it could 
try out. 

Let us start with the situation shared at the start of this 
piece. The worst congestion on Gangtok roads is in the block 
from around 10 a.m. till around noon, the morning office 
rush hour. Many commuters will disagree and insist that 
jams are a permanent feature through the day nowadays. 
Let us presume for now that it is worst during office hour 
rush. The jams standstill again once offices give over later in 
the afternoon. For anyone who sees traffic as a problem, this 
should then be the first situation to be addressed. 

One way to reduce the number of vehicles on the roads 
at this time would be to increase and incentivize the use of 
office car pools. This option is already being used to some 
extent in government offices. However, not all government 
servants travel in their own vehicles or car-pools, and many 
use share cabs. Further, car-pooling serves only government 
servants, but government offices also attract lay people com-
ing there, and they too mostly use share taxis. What could 
ease congestion would be the introduction of a good public 
transport shuttle during the peak rush hours. Before anyone 
points to the city runners as a public transport service al-
ready deployed, let’s accept that these are too few and too 
erratic in timing to be taken seriously as a solution at pres-
ent. Traffic flows can be eased, and so congestion removed, 
with better information. Better information among commut-
ers about how frequently buses will be available. Ply enough 
of them on the roads during rush hours, and inform the 
people about the frequency, and most would prefer buses to 
clambering for share-taxis at the designated stops. 

Of course, since office hours trigger the biggest jams, the 
policy makers could also consider staggering the office hours 
so that the rush of office-goers is also spread out instead of 
being bunched together. But then again, for this solution to 
bear any results, the work culture will have to be much more 
consistent than the present trend of casual timings. But if 
this were to work, then the arrival of lay people to offices 
could also be spread out by appointing timings, say to two 
hours after offices open, for people to meet officers. 

What the planners need to also ponder on is to make the 
link roads, like the one flowing through Arithang to the by-
pass or from ICAR to 5th Mile or the Paljor stadium Road 
shooting down to bypass, more motorable and convenient 
for people to consider bypassing the gridlocked zones unless 
they have to necessarily suffer through them. At present, the 
alternates are not even close to being convenient diversions 
and anyone who has to reach anywhere Gangtok is forced to 
drive through the entire length of it. It goes without saying 
that if the driving surface was improved on the many feeder 
roads, more people would consider using them even if they 
were longer than that NH10 route. For instance, too many 
people who have the option of using the bypass don’t do so 
because of its terrible condition. Also, since tourists cannot 
be kept away from Gangtok, at least the government offices 
need be clustered around the main town.  

Of course, there are more options that could be consid-
ered, and definitely many more, much better solutions that 
can be attempted, but let’s take these as a starting point for 
more ideas to be voiced to do a better job of managing Gang-
tok traffic.

In the face of chaos, why are we so 
nonchalant about climate change?

TOm PeTTINGeR
theconversation.com

The dire state of the planet’s health was unam-
biguously demonstrated by the UN’s climate 

body, the IPCC, when it sounded a “code red” for 
humanity in its latest report.

Yet public involvement in environmental ac-
tivism has consistently remained muted, partic-
ularly in the wealthier nations most responsible 
for the destruction of the environment.

In the UK, for example, peaceful protest by 
environmentalist groups like Extinction Rebel-
lion tends to be opposed more than it’s support-
ed. This is despite the limited disruption these 
groups cause in comparison to the extreme dis-
ruption already produced and threatened by 
climate breakdown, such as extreme droughts, 
wildfires and tropical storms.

Recent protests blocking British motorways 
to call for the government to insulate homes 
have been met not with policy reform but with 
outrage and proposals to increase police power 
to arrest protesters.

Of course, such protests frustrate commuters 
and those visiting relatives in hospital – it would 
be surprising if they didn’t. But it’s curious that 
the annoyance of those commuters stokes far 
more media attention and outrage than the 
150,000 yearly deaths occurring from the very 
thing being protested. 

The dangers of consistent government inac-
tion on climate are undeniably more dangerous 
than those posed by protest.

so why do so many people oppose the call 
for change in the face of a sixth mass extinction? 
Why is there resignation, rather than resistance?

CLIMATE NONCHALANCE
I believe that “affect theory” – a concept from 

political science that connects emotion and expe-
rience with political action – can help us make 
sense of the gap between our knowledge and 
what we do with that knowledge.

And I think that the lack of widespread 
mobilisation is borne, not from outright cli-
mate denial, but rather from a more insidious 
climate apathy: what might be called “climate 
nonchalance”.

This nonchalance – recognising the im-
pending collapse of our world and shrugging 
our shoulders – is made possible only by a 
profound separation between the comfortable 
lifestyles of the privileged and the consequences 
of those lifestyles elsewhere: including increased 
death rates, frequent exploitation and environ-

mental displacement for the less privileged.
Regions of the world emitting most carbon, 

such as western Europe and the Us, are project-
ed to be least effected by shifts in global climate. 
The vast majority of UK citizens, for example, 
have not yet been displaced by drought, flooding 
or other extreme weather events.

Yet this is a position not equally enjoyed across 
the world. The population of Bangladesh, for in-
stance, is particularly vulnerable to climate change, 
with 30 million people set to become climate refu-
gees if and when sea levels rise by one metre.

And while global concerns about climate 
change have grown over the last few years, this 
does not appear to be proportionately translated 
into action.

A 2019 IPsOs survey showed that in the UK, 
while a significant majority of respondents re-
ported being concerned about the environment, 
only a third had changed their shopping habits 
as a result of climate concerns. And just 7% had 
either written to or tweeted a political repre-
sentative about environmental issues. The same 
percentage, only 7%, had engaged in any climate 
campaigning at all.

AFFECT THEORY
Affect theory suggests that we are spurred 

into action when we personally experience the 
effects of something.

surveys show those who consider them-
selves affected by climate change are more like-
ly to show greater concern for the environment. 
Those who are more concerned, in turn, gener-
ally show more support for disruptive protests.

Experiencing an event like a severe flood pro-
duces a different response than merely hearing 
of one, even when we cognitively perceive that a 
disaster elsewhere may ultimately affect us.

However, people in countries like the UK are 
currently largely unaffected by the immediate, 
extreme consequences of ecological breakdown. 
This disconnect makes it significantly harder for 
them to perceive the scale of this threat and to 
act proportionately.

But in light of warnings of ecological and soci-
etal breakdown, it’s imperative that our outrage 
is directed proportionately. We should support 
climate action that might not benefit us in the 
short term, and pressure politicians to tax avia-
tion fuel, to invest in renewable technologies and 
to rethink our culture of consumption.

We must move from nonchalance to action if 
we are to protect both our planet and those al-
ready living with the consequences of a collaps-
ing world.

[the writer is Research Fellow 
in Politics and International Stud-

ies, University of Warwick]

Viruses are both the villains and 
heroes of life as we know it

IVaN eRIll
theconversation.com

Viruses have a bad reputation. 
They are responsible for the 

COVID-19 pandemic and a long list 
of maladies that have plagued hu-
manity since time immemorial. Is 
there anything to celebrate about 
them?

Many biologists like me believe 
there is, at least for one specific type 
of virus – namely, bacteriophages, 
or viruses that infect bacteria. When 
the DNA of these viruses is captured 
by a cell, it may contain instructions 
that enable that cell to perform new 
tricks.

THE MIGHTY POWER OF BAC-
TERIAL VIRUsEs

Bacteriophages, or phages for 
short, keep bacterial populations 
in check, both on land and at sea. 
They kill up to 40% of the oceans’ 
bacteria every day, helping control 
bacterial blooms and redistribution 
of organic matter.

Their ability to selectively kill 
bacteria also has medical doctors 
excited. Natural and engineered 
phages have been successfully used 
to treat bacterial infections that do 
not respond to antibiotics. This pro-
cess, known as phage therapy, could 
help fight antibiotic resistance.

Recent research points to an-
other important function of phages: 
They may be nature’s ultimate ge-
netic tinkerers, crafting novel genes 
that cells can retool to gain new 
functions.

Phages are the most abundant 
life form on the planet, with a no-
nillion – that’s a 1 with 31 zeroes 
after it – of them floating around 
the world at any moment. Like all 
viruses, phages also have high rep-
lication and mutation rates, mean-
ing they form many variants with 

different characteristics each time 
they reproduce.

Most phages have a rigid shell 
called a capsid that is filled with 
their genetic material. In many cas-
es, the shell has more space than 
the phage needs to store the DNA 
essential for its replication. This 
means that phages have room to 
carry extra genetic baggage: genes 
that are not actually necessary for 
the phage’s survival that it can mod-
ify at will.

HOW BACTERIA RETOOLED A 
VIRAL sWITCH

To see how this plays out, let’s 
take a deeper look at the phage life 
cycle.

Phages come in two main fla-
vors: temperate and virulent. 
Virulent phages, like many other 
viruses, operate on an invade-rep-
licate-kill program. They enter the 
cell, hijack its components, make 
copies of themselves and burst out.

Temperate phages, on the other 
hand, play the long game. They fuse 
their DNA with the cell’s and may 
lay dormant for years until some-
thing triggers their activation. Then 
they revert to virulent behavior: 
replicate and burst out.

Many temperate phages use 
DNA damage as their trigger. It’s 
sort of a “Houston, we have a prob-
lem” signal. If the cell’s DNA is be-
ing damaged, that means the DNA 
of the resident phage is likely to go 
next, so the phage wisely decides 
to jump ship. The genes that direct 
phages to replicate and burst out 
are turned off unless DNA damage 
is detected.

Bacteria have retooled the 
mechanisms controlling that life 
cycle to generate a complex genetic 
system that my collaborators and I 
have been studying for over two de-

cades.
Bacterial cells are also interest-

ed in knowing if their DNA is getting 
busted. If it is, they activate a 
set of genes that attempt to re-
pair the DNA. This is known as 
the bacterial sOs response be-
cause, if it fails, the cell is toast. 
Bacteria orchestrate the sOs 
response using a switch-like 
protein that responds to DNA 
damage: It turns on if there is 
damage and stays off if there 
isn’t.

Perhaps not surprisingly, 
bacterial and phage switches 
are evolutionarily related. This 
prompts the question: Who invent-
ed the switch, bacteria or viruses?

Our previous research and work 
by other researchers indicates that 
phages got there first. In our recent 
report, we discovered that the sOs 
response of Bacteroidetes, a group 
of bacteria that comprise up to a 
half of the bacteria living in your 
gut, is under control of a phage 
switch that was retooled to imple-
ment the bacteria’s own complex 
genetic programs. This suggests 
that bacterial sOs switches are in 

fact phage switches that 
got retooled eons ago.

It’s not just bacteri-
al switches that appear 
to be phage inventions. 
Beautiful detective work 
has shown that a bac-
terial gene needed for 
cell division also arose 
through “domestication” 
of a phage toxin gene. And 
many bacterial attack sys-
tems, such as toxins and 
the genetic guns used to 
inject them into cells, as 
well as the camouflage 
they use to evade the im-
mune system, are known 

or suspected to have phage origins.
THE UPsIDE OF VIRUsEs
OK, you may think, phages are 

great, but the viruses that infect us 
are certainly not cool. Yet there is 
mounting evidence that the viruses 
that infect plants and animals are 
also a major source of genetic inno-
vation in these organisms. Domesti-
cated viral genes have been shown, 
for instance, to play a key role in the 
evolution of mammalian placentas 
and in keeping human skin moist.

Recent evidence suggests that 
even the nucleus of a cell, which 
houses DNA, could have also been 
a viral invention. Researchers have 
also speculated that the ancestors 
of today’s viruses may have pio-
neered the use of DNA as the prima-
ry molecule for life. Not a small feat.

so while you may be used to 
thinking of viruses as the quintes-
sential villains, they are arguably 
nature’s powerhouses for genetic 
innovation. Humans are likely here 
today because of them.

[the writer is Associate Profes-
sor of Biological Sciences, Universi-
ty of Maryland, Baltimore County]
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Petrol, diesel prices hiked again
New DelhI, OcT 20 
(PTI): After two days of 
lull, petrol and diesel 
prices on Wednesday 
were again hiked by 
35 paise per litre each, 
pushing rates to new 
highs across the coun-
try.

The price of pet-
rol in Delhi rose to its 
highest-ever level of Rs 
106.19 a litre and Rs 
112.11 per litre in Mum-
bai, according to a price 
notification of state-
owned fuel retailers.

In Mumbai, die-
sel now comes for Rs 
102.89 a litre; while in 
Delhi, it costs Rs 94.92.

The rate hike comes 
after two days of no 
changes. Prior to that, 
for four straight days 

prices were hiked by 35 
paise per litre each.

With this rise, petrol 
is now at Rs 100-a-litre 
mark or more in all state 
capitals while diesel has 
touched the level in over 
a dozen states. Diesel 
crossed the Rs 100-a-li-
tre mark in Panaji and 
Ranchi.

The costliest fuel is 
in the border town of 
Ganganagar in Rajasthan 
where petrol comes for 
Rs 118.23 a litre and die-
sel for Rs 109.04.

since ending of a 
three-week long hiatus 
in rate revision in the last 
week of september, this 
is the 17th increase in 
petrol price and the 20th 
time that diesel rates 
have gone up.

While petrol price in 
most of the country is al-
ready above Rs 100-a-li-
tre mark, diesel rates 
have crossed that level 
in over a dozen states/
UT including Madhya 
Pradesh, Rajasthan, Odi-
sha, Andhra Pradesh, 
Telangana, Gujarat, Ma-
harashtra, Chhattisgarh, 

Bihar, Kerala, Karnataka, 
Jharkhand, Goa and La-
dakh.

Prices differ from 
state to state depending 
on the incidence of local 
taxes.

International bench-
mark Brent crude is trad-
ing at UsD 84.43 per bar-
rel on Wednesday for the 

first time in seven years.
A month back, Brent 

was trading at UsD 73.92.
Being a net importer 

of oil, India prices petrol 
and diesel at rates equiv-
alent to international 
prices.

The surge in interna-
tional oil prices ended 
a three-week hiatus in 
rate revision on sep-
tember 28 for petrol 
and september 24 for 
diesel.

since then, diesel rate 
has gone up by Rs 6.50 
per litre and petrol price 
has increased by Rs 5.

Prior to that, petrol 
price was increased by 
Rs 11.44 a litre between 
May 4 and July 17. Diesel 
rate had gone up by Rs 
9.14 during this period.

4 new cases take cOVID-19 tally of andamans to 7,646
Port Blair, Oct 20 
(PTI): Andaman and 
Nicobar Islands report-
ed four new COVID-19 
cases, which took the 
tally in the Union Terri-
tory to 7,646, a health 
department official 
said on Wednesday.

Two fresh cases 
were detected during 
contact tracing, while 

two new patients have 
travel history, he said.

The death toll re-
mained at 129 as no 
new fatality due to the 
infection was reported 
in the last 24 hours, 
the official said.

Three more pa-
tients were cured of 
the disease during the 
period, taking the total 

number of recoveries 
in the archipelago to 
7,509.

The Union Territory 
now has eig h t  a c t i v e 
c a s e s .

T h e  l o c a l  a d m i n -
i s t r a t i o n  h a s  b e e n 
s t r i c t  t o  c o n t a i n 
t h e  s p r e a d  o f  t h e 
d i s e a s e  a n d  h a s  a d -
o p t e d  a n  a p p r o a c h 

o f  t r a c k i n g ,  t e s t i n g 
a n d  t r e a t i n g ,  h e 
s a i d ,  a d d i n g  t h a t 
p e o p l e  arriving here 
from the mainland 
are mandatori ly  re-
quired to  undergo 
COVID tests .

A l t o g e t h e r , 
4 ,70,203 people 
have been inocu-
lated with 1 ,77,820 

of  them having re-
ceived both doses of 
the vaccines .

The Andaman and 
Nicobar administra-
tion has conducted 
over 5.81 lakh sample 
tests for COVID-19 so 
far,  and the positivi-
ty rate stands at 1.31 
per cent ,  the official 
added.

australian envoy thanks mamata Banerjee 
for sending “Sandesh” on Dussehra

West Bengal is famous 
for both “sandesh”, a type 
of sweetmeat, and “mish-
ti doi” (sweet yoghurt). 
Offering sweetmeats 
to people on the Vijaya 
Dasami is a custom of the 
state.

Kolkata: Australian 
High Commissioner to 
India Barry O’Farrell on 
Tuesday extended Vijaya 
Dashami greetings to 
West Bengal Chief Minis-
ter Mamata Banerjee and 
thanked her for sending 
him sweetmeats on the 
occasion.

In a Twitter post, 
he shared photos of the 
“sandesh” and “mish-

ti doi” sent by the chief 
minister.

West Bengal is 
famous for both 
“sandesh”, a type of 
sweetmeat, and “mish-
ti doi” (sweet yoghurt). 
Offering sweetmeats 
to people on the Vijaya 
Dasami is a custom of 
the state.

“Vijaya greetings 
Hon’ble Chief Minis-
ter @MamataOfficial”, 
O’’Farrell said in Benga-
li in the tweet.

Then he said in En-
glish: “Thank you for 
the traditional #Bengali 
sweets Mishti Doi and 
sandesh. Looking for-

ward to my next visit to 
your state.”

Ms Banerjee is known 
for sending sweetmeats, 

other delicacies of Ben-
gal and traditional dress-
es to dignitaries and 
friends on occasions 

such as Vijaya Dashami, 
the last day of the Durga 
puja festival, which fell 
on October 15 this year.

“congress in dire times, trying to emulate us”: 
Trinamool on Priyanka Gandhi’s latest move

“Amid such dire times, @
INCIndia is understand-
ably trying to emulate, 
and one can only hope 
that this is genuine and 
not tokenism. If they are 
to be taken seriously, 
they must give 40 per 
cent seats to women in 
states other than UP as 
well,” TMC said in a se-
ries of tweets.

Kolkata: The Trin-
amool Congress today 
mocked the Congress 
over its decision to field 
40 per cent women can-
didates in the upcoming 
Uttar Pradesh Assembly 
elections, and hoped that 
the move to “emulate” 
the ruling party in West 
Bengal is not mere “to-
kenism”.

Congress general sec-
retary Priyanka Gandhi 

Vadra had on Tuesday 
announced that the par-
ty will give 40 per cent 
tickets to women, who 
constitute roughly half of 
the electorate, for the UP 
Assembly polls.

“Under the vision-
ary leadership of @Ma-
mataOfficial, AITC has 
shown the way to ensure 
increased participation 
of women in politics in 
this country. We’re the 
first party to give 40 per 
cent seats to women in 
Ls elections!” the Trina-
mool Congress said in a 
tweet.

“Amid such dire 
times, @INCIndia is un-
derstandably trying to 
emulate, and one can 
only hope that this is 
genuine and not token-
ism. If they are to be tak-

en seriously, they must 
give 40 per cent seats to 
women in states other 
than UP as well,” it added 
in a series of tweets.

The dig from the Ma-
mata Banerjee led-party 
comes at a time when 
both the Congress and 
the Trinamool Congress 
are striving to lead the 
opposition front against 
the BJP.

Reacting to the re-
marks, senior Congress 
leader Pradip Bhattacha-
rya said the grand old 
party does not need les-
sons from the TMC on 
political empowerment 
of women.

“It is the Trinamool 
Congress that is trying 
to emulate the Congress 
and poach on our lead-
ers,” he asserted.

Earlier this month, 
the relationship between 
the two parties hit a new 
low after the TMC took a 
jibe at Rahul Gandhi’s de-
feat from Amethi in the 
2019 Lok sabha polls, 
wondering whether the 
Congress would look at 
erasing the loss through 
a Twitter trend.

The Trinamool has 
been up in arms against 
the party over its alleged 
failure to put up a fight 
against the BJP.

TMC mouthpiece ‘Jago 
Bangla’ had also recently 
claimed that its supremo 
and West Bengal Chief 
Minister Mamata Baner-
jee, and not Congress 
leader Rahul Gandhi, has 
emerged as the face of the 
opposition against Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi.

air Force inducts 3 Dhruv helicopters 
in uttarakhand for flood relief efforts

A total of 25 people ma-
rooned at three loca-
tions near sunder Khal 
village were airlifted 
to safer areas by these 
helicopters.

Pantnagar (Uttara-
khand): Indian Air 
Force (IAF) on Tues-
day inducted three 
Dhruv helicopters at 

Pantnagar district in 
Uttarakhand for flood 
relief efforts caused by 
heavy rainfall.

As per information 
received by IAF, a total 
of 25 people marooned 
at three locations near 
sunder Khal village were 
airlifted to safer areas by 
these helicopters.

“#IAF has induct-
ed 3 x Dhruv helicop-
ters at Pantnagar for 
#floodrelief efforts. 25 
people marooned at 3 
locations near #sun-
derkhal village were 
airlifted to safer areas 
by these helicopters,” 
IAF tweeted.

Uttarakhand Chief 

Minister Pushkar singh 
Dhami on Tuesday said 
that 34 people have lost 
their lives so far and five 
still missing due to in-
cessant rain in the state.

Earlier today, Mr 
Dhami also conduct-
ed an aerial view of 
rain-affected areas of 
the state.

Uttarakhand CM Dhami visits 
rain-hit areas of Kumaon

Dehradun, Oct 20 
(PTI): Uttarakhand Chief 
Minister Pushkar singh 
Dhami on Wednesday 
toured rain-hit areas of 
Kumaon which bore the 
brunt of the last three 
days of incessant rainfall 
that has led to the loss 
over 40 lives in the state.

Dhami has already 
visited affected areas in 
Rudraprayag, Nainital 

and Udham singh Nagar 
districts. On Wednesday, 
he will be visiting his 
constituency Khatima, 
Champawat and Almora.

Almora and Cham-
pawat districts have ac-
counted for the highest 
casualties in Kumaon di-
vision after Nainital.

Dhami has instruct-
ed officials to prepare an 
estimate of the damage 

caused by the heavy rain-
fall.

The chief minister 
said that so far, 46 people 
have died in rain-related 
incidents, while 11 are 
still missing.

Union Home Minister 
Amit shah is also coming 
to Dehradun on Wednes-
day evening to take stock 
of the situation, officials 
said.

4 hardcore criminals arrested in jharkhand
h a z a r i b a g 
(jharkhand), Oct 20 
(PTI): Four hardcore 
criminals have been 
arrested with arms 
and ammunition from 
the Canary Hills area in 
Hazaribag district, a se-
nior police officer said.

Acting on a tip-off, a 
police team surround-
ed the popular tourist 
spot on National High-
way-33 and nabbed 
them late on Monday, 
sP Manoj Ratan Chauthe 
said.

The arrested persons 
hail from Nalanda dis-
trict of Bihar.

The inter-state gang, 
members of which are 
in the age group of 22-
27 years, have been in-
volved in more than two 
dozen criminal cases in 
Patna and Nalanda dis-
tricts of Bihar, Chauthe 
said.

Three other members 
of the group managed to 
escape, he said, adding, 
they have been identified 
and their hideouts are 

being raided.
Police seized two 

8-mm rifles and 10 live 
cartridges, among other 
items, from their posses-
sion, the sP said.

The criminals have 
confessed that they were 
also involved in a major 
robbery of a prominent 
jewellery shop in Patna’s 
Kankarbagh colony.

All the four were 
produced before a local 
court on Tuesday and 
remanded to judicial cus-
tody.

Germany detains 2 ex-soldiers trying to form mercenary group
BeRlIN (aP): German 
authorities on Wednes-
day detained two former 
soldiers who are alleged to 
have tried to form a merce-
nary group that would have 
intervened in the military 
conflict in Yemen.

Federal prosecutors 
said the men, identified 
only as Arend-Adolf G. 
and Achim A. in keeping 
with Germany privacy 
laws, were detained in 

southern Germany. Both 
are German citizens and 
former members of the 
Bundeswehr.

The men are accused 
of being ringleaders in 
the formation of a terror 
organization, prosecu-
tors said in a statement.

Together they are al-
leged to have decided in 
early 2021 to create their 
own mercenary group 
made up of between 100 

and 150 former soldiers 
or members of the police.

The men’s primary 
motivation was to earn 
about 40,000 euros 
($47,000) each per month 
by offering the group’s ser-
vices to third parties, spe-
cifically Saudi Arabia, pros-
ecutors said. The oil-rich 
kingdom has intervened in 
the conflict in neighboring 
Yemen against the Houthi 
rebel group.
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Olympic flame arrives in 
Beijing amid boycott calls

BeIjING (aP): The Olym-
pic flame arrived in Bei-
jing on Wednesday amid 
calls from overseas crit-
ics for a boycott of the 
Feb. 4-20 Winter Games.

Beijing’s Communist 
Party secretary Cai Qi, 
the top official in the Chi-
nese capital, received the 
flame at a closely-guard-
ed airport ceremony.

Beijing successful-
ly hosted the summer 
Olympics in 2008, al-
though the event failed to 
produce the more open 
political and social en-
vironment in China that 
many had hoped for.

Activist groups dis-
rupted the flame lighting 
ceremony in southern 
Greece on Monday, ac-
cusing the International 
Olympic Committee of 
granting legitimacy to 
rights abuses in China. 
IOC officials have said 
they are committed to 
seeing the competition 
go ahead and that rights 
issues are not part of 
their remit.

speaking in the an-
cient stadium of Olym-
pia, IOC President 
Thomas Bach said the 
Games must be “respect-
ed as politically neutral 
ground.”

Activists on Tuesday 
said human rights in 
China have deteriorated 
since 2008, claiming that 

the summer Games “em-
boldened” China. Over 
those years, Communist 
Party leader Xi Jinping 
has consolidated power 
over virtually all aspects 
of Chinese society.

Beijing is the first city 
to be awarded hosting 
rights to both the sum-
mer and Winter Games, 
largely as a result of the 
reluctance of European 
and North American cit-
ies to bid for the 2022 
edition.

Human rights activ-
ists, meanwhile, say Chi-
na’s oppression of politi-

cal critics, along with mi-
nority groups including 
Tibetan Buddhists and 
Muslim Uyghurs and a 
crackdown in Hong Kong 
should prompt athletes 
and politicians to shun 
the games.

China says spectators 
from outside China won’t 
be allowed to attend the 
Winter Games because 
of the COVID-19 pan-
demic, and athletes must 
remain in a bubble to 
guard against the spread 
of coronavirus. China 
has largely stamped-out 
domestic transmission 

of the disease, the first 
cases of which were de-
tected in the central Chi-
nese city of Wuhan in late 
2019.

At Wednesday’s 
flame handover ceremo-
ny, Deputy Beijing Mayor 
Zhang Jiandong said the 
city was committed to 
holding a “simple, safe 
and excellent Games.”

China and the IOC 
have collaborated to de-
sign a truncated torch re-
lay that reduces the num-
ber of routes and person-
nel involved, Zhang said.

“We insist on priori-

tizing public health and 
safety, and coordinate 
the torch relay with pan-
demic control and pre-
vention requirements,” 
Zhang said.

The flame will be 
placed on display over 
the next few months, 
with a three-day relay 
scheduled to start Feb. 2, 
involving around 1,200 
torchbearers in Beijing, 
suburban Yanqing and 
Zhangjiakou in neigh-
boring Hebei province 
where ski jumping and 
other outdoor events will 
be held.

It should be spinners’ world cup, says Rashid Khan
Dubai, Oct 20 (PTI): 
The ICC T20 World Cup 
will belong to the spin-
ners, Afghanistan’s star 
leg-break bowler Rashid 
Khan has asserted, and 
said they can beat any 
team if they bat well in 
the showpiece.

since being picked 
up by IPL team sunris-
ers Hyderabad as an 
18-year-old in 2017, ace 
leg-spinner Rashid has 
emerged as T20 crick-
et’s leading wicket-taker 
in this period with 333 
scalps and is wanted by 
franchises across the 
world.

Appearing in his 
second T20 World Cup, 
Rashid feels spinners 
are always “effective” on 
pitches at three venues 
in the UAE, where the su-
per 12s, the semi-finals 
and final will be played.

“Conditions here are 
always good for spinners 
and it should be spin-
ners’ World Cup,” Rashid 
was quoted as saying by 
EsPNcricinfo.

“Doesn’t matter how 
wickets are prepared 
here, it is always helpful 
for the spinners. spin-
ners will play a huge role 
in this World Cup.

“As we have seen in 
the IPL, spinners have 
brought back their team 
in the game. I feel that 
will be same in the World 
Cup as well. The best 
spinners will bring their 
team back in the game 
and win it.”

Rashid feels Afghan-
istan, who are in Group 
2 along with India, Paki-
stan and New Zealand, 
would need to do “lots 
of hard work” consider-
ing all their opponents in 
the super 12s are “good 
players of spin”.

Afghanistan have 
played 14 T20Is at the three 
venues in the UAE and have 
won all of them.

He has pointed out that 
batting will hold the key.

“As long as you have a 
good total, if it is a slow 
track, skiddy, as a spin-
ner it is very, very helpful 
because you can show 
your skills there and you 
can get the wickets. In 
this World Cup if you bat 
well, we (Afghanistan) 
can beat any side.”

His franchise sun-
risers Hyderabad may 

have finished last in the 
recently-concluded In-
dian Premier League 
but Rashid did not dis-
appoint his fans, enjoy-
ing another excellent 
season with 18 wickets, 
the joint-highest for a 
spinner along with Yuz-
vendra Chahal and Varun 
Chakravarthy.

Both Chahal and 
Rashid were among 
the top-10 wicket-tak-
ers even in the 2020 
IPL which was entire-
ly played in the UAE as 
opposed to the just the 
second leg of the tourna-
ment this season.

Rashid was good in 
cricket at home, but he 
never thought he would 
be one outside, let alone 
become the world’s lead-
ing wicket-taker in T20s 
at the expense of pursu-

ing a childhood ambition 
of practising medicine.

Confined to his home 
due to strict instructions 
from his worried parents 
about their children’s 
safety in a strife-torn Af-
ghanistan and then Paki-
stan, it was within those 
four walls of his home, 
during those challenging 
times, that made Rashid 
“a proper cricketer”.

“I mostly played 
cricket at home with my 
brothers. These were 
very competitive games 
and it was a challenge 
for me to get them out, 
to score against them, to 
win games. Those times 
made me a proper crick-
eter,” Rashid said.

“I was not allowed to 
go outside and play with 
friends. My family said, 
anything can happen 

outside, you better focus 
on your studies, and if 
you want to play crick-
et, better play with your 
brothers at home.”

Rashid, who stepped 
down as captain in the 
run-up to the World Cup, 
said he was initially aim-
ing to become a doctor.

“I never dreamed that 
I would be a cricketer. 
Yes, I was good at cricket 
at home, but I never had 
that in my mind -- to be 
a cricketer, playing for 
Afghanistan, playing all 
around the world.

“I always had in my 
mind to be a doctor, 
which was the family’s 
expectation as well, es-
pecially my mom’s. she 
always used to tell me: 
we want to see you as a 
doctor. I was pretty good 
at studies as well.

Maxwell credits IPL teammates 
Kohli, de Villiers for success

melbourne, Oct 
20 (PTI): Australia 
all-rounder Glenn Max-
well has attributed his re-
turn to form to IPL team-
mates Virat Kohli and AB 
de Villiers, saying he has 
reaped rich dividends by 
spending time with the 
duo during his stint with 
Royal Challengers Banga-
lore in UAE.

Maxwell said he was 
feeling “10-feet tall” sim-
ply by spending time, 
playing and training 
alongside Kohli and de 
Villiers.

“Every day was a 
learning experience, 
every day I was I was 
finding something new 
out -- I was being a 
sponge to Virat and AB, 
just watching the way 
they go about things,” 
Maxwell was quoted as 
saying by cricket.com.
au.

“That’s always been 
the one thing in the IPL 
I’ve been extremely 
thankful of -- the op-
portunities that it gives 
you to learn off the best 
players in the world.

“I was extreme-

ly fortunate to have 
two of the greats of the 
game in the same team 
and in the same batting 
line up and were open to 
sharing their experienc-
es and talk to me about 
their game,” added the 
33-year-old who has car-
ried his scintillating IPL 
form to the T20 World 
Cup.

“It makes you feel 10-
feet tall when you’ve got 
your backing and they’re 
watching you or asking 
you questions. It just 
makes you feel confident, 
it just makes you feel 
happy. It was just nice to 
have a nice, comfortable 
environment.”

Maxwell’s perfor-
mance will be key to 
Australia’s dream of lift-
ing the T20 World Cup 
title.

“In my mind I’m not 
sure I’ve completely 
embraced (being Aus-
tralia’s match winner) 
It’s not, ‘If I play well, 
we’re going to win a 
World Cup,’ there’s no 
thoughts of that,” Max-
well said ahead of their 
final warm-up game 

against India, scheduled 
on Wednesday.

Maxwell enjoyed a 
great second leg in the 
just-concluded IPL in the 
UAE, scoring 290 runs at 
an average of 41.43.

“If I continue the pro-
cess I’ve been doing at 
the IPL, I know I’m going 
to have success,” he said.

“It’s a nice position to 
be in mentally that I’ve 
come off a good run of 
form. I’m not overthink-
ing the stuff in-game.”

Not just with the bat, 
Maxwell also hopes to play 
a vital role with his off-
breaks in the showpiece.

“The biggest thing for 
me is to be able to bowl 
not just to left-handers,” 
said the off-spinner, 
whose stock ball turning 
away from lefties is gen-
erally seen as an advan-
tage against them.

“I’ve been working re-
ally hard on bowling from 
over the wicket and being 
able to attack right-handed 
batters.”

Australia will open their 
campaign against south 
Africa in Abu Dhabi on sat-
urday.

Salah scores twice as Liverpool 
beats 10-man Atl tico Madrid

maDRID, OcT 20 (aP): 
After a frustrating end 
to Antoine Griezmann’s 
night with Atl tico Ma-
drid, Mohamed salah 
came through for Liv-
erpool in a Champions 
League thriller.

salah scored twice 
on Tuesday as Liver-
pool took advantage of 
Griezmann’s red card 
to beat Atl tico 3-2 and 
stay perfect after three 
matches in the European 
competition.

Griezmann had already 
scored twice to help Atl 
tico recover from a poor 
start, but then he was sent 
off with a straight red card 
early in the second half for 
hitting Roberto Firmino’s 
head with his foot while 
trying to reach for the ball.

Liverpool capitalised on 
the advantage with salah 
scoring the winner from 
a penalty kick in the 78th 
minute. The Egypt forward 
has scored in nine straight 
games for Liverpool in all 
competitions, becoming the 
first player to do that in the 
club’s 129-year history.

Atl tico had a penalty 
a few minutes after Liver-
pool’s third goal but it was 
reversed after video review.

Naby Keita also 
scored for Liverpool in 
the first half as Liverpool 
took a 2-0 lead as early 
as the 13th minute at the 
Wanda Metropolitano 
stadium.

“It was a tough game,” 
Liverpool coach Jurgen 
Klopp said.

“How you win it, I 
couldn’t care less. The 
tricky ones are the re-
ally important ones. On 
a night like this, three 

points is really massive.”
The result left Liver-

pool at the top of Group 
B with nine points from 
three matches, five points 
more than Atl tico. Por-
to, which beat AC Milan 
1-0 at home in the other 
group match, was level 
with the spanish champi-
ons. Milan stayed on zero 
points.

Atl tico next visits Liv-
erpool, while Milan hosts 
Porto.

It was the first meet-
ing between Atl tico 
and Liverpool since the 
spanish side eliminated 
then defending Euro-
pean champion Liver-
pool in the round of 16 
of the 2019-20 season. 
Liverpool had been win-
less against Atl tico in 
four Champions League 
matches.

The English club 
was in control early and 
quickly built its lead at 
the Metropolitano.

salah opened the 
scoring in the eighth 
minute after picking up 
a ball on the right flank 
and maneuvering past 
three Atl tico defenders 
before sending a low 
shot into the corner. The 
goal was initially award-
ed to James Milner who 
slightly redirected the 
ball.

Keita added to the 
lead five minutes later 
with a neat volley that 
curled in by the post. Atl 
tico defender Felipe mis-
hit his clearing shot and 
the ball went straight 
to Keita for his one-tim-
er from just outside the 
area.

Atl tico had never 

conceded in the first 15 
minutes of a match since 
coach Diego simeone 
took over in late 2011, 
and never in its Champi-
ons League history, ac-
cording to stats Perform.

Griezmann pulled 
the hosts closer with a 
redirection from close 
range in the 20th after 
Koke Resurrecci n sent a 
low shot across the area, 
then equalized after a 
good run by Jo o F lix for 
his sixth double with Atl 
tico in the Champions 
League, the most by any 
player for the club.

Griezmann’s perfor-
mance was marred by 
his red card in the 52nd 
as he went for a high ball 
but hit the side of Firmi-
no’s head instead. Before 
leaving, Griezmann apol-
ogized to Firmino, who 
was making his 300th ap-
pearance with Liverpool.

salah scored the win-
ner from the penalty spot 
after Atl tico defender 
Mario Hermoso shoved 
Diogo Jota following a 
long ball sent into the 
area.

Atl tico loudly com-
plained of the reversed 
penalty call after Jos Mar 
a Gim nez went down in-
side the area following 
an encounter with Jota in 
a similar play that led to 
Liverpool’s penalty.

“You could tell that 
the referee wasn’t sure, 
but the other way it 
was all very fast (to 
call the penalty for Liv-
erpool),” said Felipe, 
who felt a yellow card 
should have been shown 
for Griezmann instead of 
the red.

Boxing: Team India leaves for world championships in Belgrade
New Delhi, Oct 20 (PTI): 
The Indian men’s boxing team, 
comprising the likes of Asian 
medal-winners Deepak Kumar 
(51kg), shiva Thapa (63.5kg), 
sanjeet (92kg), left for Belgrade 
on Wednesday to compete in the 
world championships starting 
on October 24, hopeful of offset-
ting the disappointment of an un-
derwhelming Olympic campaign.

The trio forms the expe-
rienced core of the 13-strong 

squad, which is made up of this 
year’s national champions.

Of these, Thapa is the only 
one with prior experience of com-
peting in the world event, having 
claimed a bronze in the 2015 edi-
tion.

The boxers are accompanied 
by a rejigged support staff led by 
High Performance Director san-
tiago Nieva and newly-appointed 
head coach Narender Rana with 
former Commonwealth Games 

silver-medallist L Devendro singh 
among the assistant coaches.

This would be Nieva’s final 
assignment with the Indian team 
after the Boxing Federation of In-
dia decided against giving him a 
long-term extension at the end of 
the Tokyo Olympics, where none 
of the male boxers could go past 
the preliminary rounds.

The world championships 
would be the boxers’ first inter-
national competitive outing after 

the Tokyo Games. The prepara-
tion for it has been far from ideal 
as the boxers got just about 10 
days to practice in a camp after 
the national championship.

The five men who compet-
ed in Tokyo, including last world 
championships silver-medallist 
Amit Panghal (51kg), could not 
make the squad after skipping the 
national championship owing to 
niggles and “lack of preparation 
time”.
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ElseWhere
Flooding in Venice worsens 

off-season amid climate change

VeNIce, ITaly (aP): Af-
ter Venice suffered the 
second-worst flood in 
its history in November 
2019, it was inundated 
with four more excep-
tional tides within six 
weeks, shocking Vene-
tians and triggering fears 
about the worsening im-
pact of climate change.

The repeated inva-
sion of brackish lagoon 
water into st. Mark’s Ba-
silica this summer is a 
quiet reminder that the 
threat hasn’t receded.

“I can only say that in 
August, a month when 
this never used to hap-
pen, we had tides over 
a meter five times. I am 
talking about the month 
of August, when we are 
quiet,” st. Mark’s chief 
caretaker, Carlo Alberto 
Tesserin, told The Asso-
ciated Press.

Venice’s unique to-
pography, built on log 
piles among canals, has 
made it particularly 
vulnerable to climate 
change. Rising sea levels 
are increasing the fre-
quency of high tides that 
inundate the 1,600-year-
old Italian lagoon city, 
which is also gradually 
sinking.

It is the fate of coast-
al cities like Venice that 
will be on the minds of 
climate scientists and 
global leaders meeting 
in Glasgow, scotland, at 
a U.N. climate conference 
that begins Oct. 31.

Venice’s worse-case 
scenario for sea level rise 
by the end of the century 
is a startling 120 centi-
meters (3 feet, 11 inch-
es), according to a new 
study published by the 
European Geosciences 
Union. That is 50% high-
er than the worse-case 
global sea-rise average of 
80 centimeters (2 feet, 7 
1/2 inches) forecast by 
the U.N. science panel.

The city’s interplay of 
canals and architecture, 
of natural habitat and hu-
man ingenuity, also has 
earned it recognition as a 
UNEsCO World Heritage 
site for its outstanding 
universal value, a desig-
nation put at risk of late 
because of the impact of 
over-tourism and cruise 
ship traffic. It escaped 
the endangered list after 
Italy banned cruise ships 
from passing through st. 
Mark’s Basin, but alarm 
bells are still ringing.

sitting at Venice’s 
lowest spot, st. Mark’s 
Basilica offers a unique 
position to monitor the 
impact of rising seas on 
the city. The piazza out-
side floods at 80 centi-
meters (around 30 inch-
es), and water passes the 
narthex into the church 
at 88 centimeters (34.5 
inches), which has been 
reinforced up from a 

previous 65 centimeters 
(25.5 inches).

“Conditions are con-
tinuing to worsen since 
the flooding of Novem-
ber 2019. We therefore 
have the certainty that in 
these months, flooding is 
no longer an occasional 
phenomenon. It is an ev-
eryday occurrence,” said 
Tesserin, whose honorif-
ic, First Procurator of st. 
Mark’s, dates back to the 
ninth century.

In the last two de-
cades, there have been 
nearly as many inunda-
tions in Venice over 1.1 
meters — the official 
level for “acqua alta,” or 
“high water,” provoked 
by tides, winds and lunar 
cycles — as during the 
previous 100 years: 163 
vs. 166, according to city 
data.

Exceptional floods 
over 140 centimeters (4 
feet, 7 inches) also are 
accelerating. That mark 
has been hit 25 times 
since Venice starting 
keeping such records 
in 1872. Two-thirds of 
those have been regis-
tered in the last 20 years, 
with five, or one-fifth of 
the total, from Nov. 12-
Dec. 23, 2019.

“What is happening 
now is on the continuum 
for Venetians, who have 
always lived with period-
ic flooding,” said Jane Da 
Mosto, executive direc-
tor of We Are Here Ven-
ice. “We are living with 
flooding that has become 
increasingly frequent, so 
my concern is that peo-
ple haven’t really realized 
we are in a climate crisis. 
We are already living it 
now. It is not a question 
of plans to deal with it 
in the future. We need to 
have solutions ready for 
today.”

Venice’s defense has 
been entrusted to the 
Moses system of move-
able underwater bar-
riers, a project costing 
around 6 billion euros 
(nearly $7 billion) and 
which, after decades of 
cost overruns, delays and 
a bribery scandal, is still 
officially in the testing 
phase.

Following the devas-
tation of the 2019 floods, 
the Rome government 
put the project under 
ministry control to speed 
its completion, and last 
year start activating the 
barriers when floods of 
1.3 meters (4 feet, 3 inch-
es) are imminent.

The barriers have 
been raised 20 times 
since October 2020, 
sparing the city a season 
of serious flooding but 
not from the lower-level 
tides that are becoming 
more frequent.

The extraordinary 
commissioner, Elisabet-
ta spitz, stands by the 

soundness of the under-
sea barriers, despite con-
cerns by scientists and 
experts that their useful-
ness may be outstripped 
within decades because 
of climate change. The 
project has been delayed 
yet again, until 2023, 
with another 500 million 
euros ($580 million) in 
spending, for “improve-
ments” that spitz said 
will ensure its long-term 
efficiency.

“We can say that the 
effective life of the Moses 
is 100 years, taking into 
account the necessary 
maintenance and inter-
ventions that will be im-
plemented,” spitz said.

Paolo Vielmo, an en-
gineer who has written 
expert reports on the 
project, points out that 
the sea level rise was 
projected at 22 centi-
meters (8 1/2 inches) 
when the Moses was first 
proposed more than 30 
years ago, far below the 
U.N. scientists’ current 
worse-case scenario of 
80 centimeters.

“That puts the Moses 
out of contention,” he 
said.

According to current 
plans, the Moses barriers 
won’t be raised for floods 
of 1.1 meters (3 feet, 7 
inches) until the project 
receives final approval. 
That leaves st. Mark’s ex-
posed.

Tesserin is oversee-
ing work to protect the 
Basilica by installing 
a glass wall around its 
base, which eventually 
will protect marshy la-
goon water from seeping 
inside, where it depos-
its salt that eats away 
at marble columns, wall 
cladding and stone mo-
saics. The project, which 
continues to be inter-
rupted by high tides, was 
supposed to be finished 
by Christmas. Now Tes-
serin says they will be 
lucky to have it finished 
by Easter.

Regular high tides 
elicit a blase response 
from Venetians, who are 
accustomed to lugging 
around rubber boots at 
every flood warning, and 
delight from tourists, fas-
cinated by the sight of st. 
Mark’s golden mosaics 
and domes reflected in 
rising waters. But busi-
nesses along st. Mark’s 
square increasingly see 
themselves at ground 
zero of the climate crisis.

“We need to help 
this city. It was a light 
for the world, but now it 
needs the whole world 
to understand it,” said 
Annapaola Lavena, 
speaking from behind 
metal barriers that kept 
waters reaching 1.05 
meters (3 feet, 5 inches) 
from invading her mar-
ble-floored cafe.

Bombing hits military bus in 
Syrian capital, killing 14

DamaScuS, SyRIa 
(aP): Two bombs at-
tached to a bus carrying 
syrian troops explod-
ed in Damascus during 
the morning rush hour 
Wednesday, killing 14 
people and wounding 
others, a military official 
said.

It was the deadliest 
attack in Damascus in 
several years, and espe-
cially rare since govern-
ment troops in 2018 cap-
tured suburbs once held 
by insurgents in syria’s 
decade-long conflict.

state media had ear-
lier described the attack 
as a roadside bombing. 
But an unnamed syrian 
military official said the 
explosions were caused 
by bombs that had been 
earlier attached to the 
vehicle’s exterior. A third 
bomb fell from the bus 
and was dismantled by 
troops after the two ini-
tial explosions, the offi-
cial said.

No one immediately 
claimed responsibility 
for the attack, but insur-
gents and jihadists still 
reside within the coun-
try’s borders and seek 
the overthrow of Presi-
dent Bashar Assad.

It was unclear if the 
bombs were detonated 
from a distance or if they 
had been timed to go 
off. The military official, 
quoted in state media, 
said the bombs went off 

shortly before 7 a.m. lo-
cal time. It was not im-
mediately clear if all the 
dead were bus passen-
gers.

The explosion went 
off at a busy juncture in 
the syrian capital, near a 
main bus transfer point 
under a bridge known 
as President’s Bridge. 
Commuters converge 
and head out to differ-
ent parts of the capital 
and its suburbs from the 
area.

syrian state TV 
showed footage of the 
charred bus, saying the 
blasts occurred as peo-
ple headed to work and 
school. Images showed 
smoke from the extin-
guished bus rising as 
soldiers hosed down 

the charred vehicle. A 
puddle of water formed 
under the bridge, where 
pictures of Assad were 
posted on the walls. On-
lookers converged on 
the bridge to watch, as 
traffic appeared to have 
returned to normal.

Over an hour after the 
blast occurred, workers 
cleared the scene of the 
explosion, and the burnt-
out bus was removed.

“It is a cowardly act,” 
Damascus police com-
mander Maj. Gen. Hus-
sein Jumaa told state TV, 
adding that a police force 
had cordoned off the 
area immediately and 
made sure there were no 
more bombs. He urged 
people to inform authori-
ties about any suspicious 

object they see.
Jumaa said one of 

the wounded had suc-
cumbed to his wounds 
later Wednesday raising 
the death toll to 14.

Assad’s forces now 
control much of syria 
after military help from 
his allies Russia and Iran 
helped tip the balance of 
power in his favor.

One of the last major 
explosions to take place 
in Damascus was in 2017 
— when suicide bombers 
hit a judicial office build-
ing and a restaurant, kill-
ing nearly 60 people. The 
attacks were claimed 
by Islamic state group 
militants. The extremist 
organization lost its ter-
ritorial holds in syria in 
2019, but it continues to 

represent a threat with 
sleeper cells, mostly hid-
ing in syria’s expansive 
desert.

some territories 
are still held by armed 
opposition in the coun-
try’s north, where U.s. 
and Turkish are also de-
ployed.

Syria’s conflict that 
began in March 2011 has 
left more than 350,000 
people dead and dis-
placed half the country’s 
population, including 
five million who are ref-
ugees abroad.

In August, syria’s 
state media said a short 
circuit triggered an ex-
plosion in the gas tank of 
a bus carrying soldiers, 
killing one and wounding 
three.

Report to urge charges against 
Brazil’s leader over pandemic

BRAsILIA, Brazil (AP): 
Brazilians will turn their 
focus on Wednesday to 
the senate, where a re-
port six months in the 
making will recommend 
President Jair Bolsona-
ro be indicted on crimi-
nal charges for allegedly 
bungling the response 
to the COVID-19 pan-
demic, and pushing the 
country’s death toll to 
second-highest in the 
world.
A draft of the report 
arising from a senate 
committee’s investiga-
tion, a copy of which 
was reviewed by The 
Associated Press on 
Tuesday, recommended 
the president be indict-
ed on 11 charges, from 
charlatanism and inciting 
crime all the way up to ho-
micide and genocide.

In the committee’s 
so-called “G7” group 
of senators who aren’t 
from Bolsonaro’s base, 
three opposed inclusion 
of homicide and geno-
cide charges, said five 
committee members 
who agreed to discuss 
details of the sensitive 
talks only if not quoted 
by name.

Analysts said it was 
unclear such recom-
mendations would lead 
to charges against the 
president. That would 

be a decision for Brazil’s 
prosecutor-general, who 
was appointed by the 
president.

Bolsonaro has denied 
any wrongdoing, and re-
peatedly accused the in-
vestigation of being a po-
litical instrument aimed 
at sabotaging him.

Critics have de-
nounced Bolsonaro for 
downplaying the coro-
navirus’ severity, ignor-
ing international health 
guidelines on masks and 
restrictions on activity 
designed to prevent the 
virus’ spread, touting un-
proven treatments and 
delaying the acquisition 
of vaccines.

Anger over the pres-
ident’s stance prompt-
ed creation of the sen-
ate committee in April, 
which has investigated 
allegations that Bolsona-
ro’s management of the 
pandemic caused many 
of Brazil’s more than 
600,000 deaths from 
COVID-19.

The draft report 
of nearly 1,200 pages 
was written by sen. Re-
nan Calheiros, who was 
scheduled to present his 
final version Wednesday 
to the 11-person com-
mittee.

The document has to 
be approved by the com-
mittee before being sent 

to the office of the pros-
ecutor-general,  who 
would decide wheth-
er to carry forward 
the investigation 
and perhaps pursue 
charges. In Brazil , 
members of congres-
sional committees 
can investigate, but 
don’t have the power 
to indict .

Regardless of the 
exact content of the 
report’s final ver-
sion or whether the 
p r o s e c u t o r - g e n e r a l 
moves forward, its al-
legations are expect-
ed to fuel criticism of 
the far-right leader, 
whose approval ratings 
have slumped ahead 
of his 2022 reelection 
campaign.

“The major impact 
of the investigation is 
political, because it gen-
erated tons of news that 
certainly will be used 
by campaign strategists 
next year,” said Thiago de 
Aragão, director of strat-
egy at political consul-
tancy Arko Advice.

In its current shape, 
the draft report con-
cludes that the govern-
ment “deliberately ex-
posed the population to 
a concrete risk of mass 
infection,” influenced by 
a group of unofficial ad-
visers who advocated for 

pursuing herd immunity 
even after many experts 
said that wasn’t a viable 
option.

Even during the worst 
throes of the pandemic, 
Bolsonaro steadfastly 
opposed social distanc-
ing measures, claiming 
the poor would suffer 
worse hardship if the 
economy ground to a 
halt. He continues to 
argue that the anti-ma-
larial drug hydroxy-
chloroquine is effective 
in treating COVID-19, 
though scientists have 
dismissed it as ineffec-
tive.

During six months 
of investigation, sen-
ators obtained thou-
sands of documents 
and heard testimony 
from over 60 people.

“This committee 
collected evidence that 
abundantly demon-
strated that the fed-
eral government was 
silent and chose to act 
in a non-technical and 
reckless manner,” the 
draft report reads.

A particularly 
thorny issue was sen. 
Calheiros’ insistence 
on including a recom-
mendation that the 
International Crimi-
nal Court investigate 
Bolsonaro for possible 
genocide of Indigenous 

peoples, said the sen-
ators who spoke with 
AP. They said that an-
gered committee mem-
bers, including critics 
of the government, 
who called genocide 
an exaggeration that 
could threaten the en-
tire report’s credibili-
ty.

While there was 
less opposition among 
senators to recom-
mending indictment 
for homicide, they had 
similar concerns about 
doing so, the senators 
said.

“The prosecu-
tor-general’s office will 
look with a magnifying 
glass for errors, fail-
ures and inconsisten-
cies in order to wash 
their hands of it,” said 
political analyst Car-
los Melo, who teaches 
at Insper University in 
sao Paulo. “If you have 
10 accusations that are 
very strong, and one 
that has inconsisten-
cies, that’s what the 
government will latch 
on to, to try and discredit 
the whole report.”

In addition to Bol-
sonaro, the draft report 
recommended charges 
for dozens of allies and 
current and former 
members of his admin-
istration.
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heR mOmeNT! actress Zendaya glowed at the Dune premiere in london.

The
Big Pic

aRIeS:
It’s a cup-has-runneth-over kind of day in the 
Aries HQ, given the full moon is in your sign. 
There’s a good chance all of your emotions will 
be heightened at this time, and we’re not talking 
about joy and happiness. But, it’s a good thing...
isn’t it? To feel this deeply. To experience the hu-
man experience in all of its glory. Revel in where 
you are now and revel in what is being shown to 
you, even if the truth doesn’t always make you 
feel comfortable.
Tip: It’s a time to feel your emotions in their en-
tirety.
TauRuS:
This is the dance of Destiny, Taurus. Fate is step-
ping in big time to set things right on your behalf. 
You’re likely to witness a major shift in both the 
personal and professional sphere. A major shift 
that will align you with your heart’s desire. so, 
don’t shy away from claiming what has always 
been yours. Those who’ve been feeling inspired 
to bridge the gap between passion and profes-
sion are likely to find the courage to do so.
Tip: Fate is stepping in big time, beautiful.
GemINI:
Gemini, did it ever occur to you that it isn’t about 
you? It really is about them and what they’re go-
ing through at this moment. so, don’t take their 
words or lack thereof personally. We’re all on a 
cocktail of emotions given la luna is in her full-

ness today. What will help you get through the 
murkiness: focusing on the most important per-
son in your life. so, take yourself out for shop-
ping, set up an appointment with your favourite 
massage therapist or simply indulge in self-care 
rituals. If it makes you feel good, it means you’re 
on the right track.
Tip: You’ve got to give yourself the love you de-
serve.
caNceR:
You’ve been down this road before, Cancer. 
You’ve given your all to people who were only 
willing to give a slice of themselves to you. It’s 
a good idea to take some time off to calibrate 
and ask yourself what these relationships mean 
to you. Remember, you can only restore the bal-
ance that has gone awry if the other person is 
willing to meet you halfway.
Tip: It’s time to reassess your personal relation-
ships.
leO:
This chapter of your life calls for big dreams and 
bigger actions. It’s time to take charge of your 
Destiny, to make a bold move in the right direc-
tion and to inspire change in the collective. A 
good question to ponder upon today: “What do I 
want to be remembered for?” Keep in mind that 
there are no shortcuts. No magic formula that 
will take you to the destination within a matter 
of seconds. so, revel in the process of getting 

your hands dirty with the inner knowing that 
you are on the right track.
Tip: Big dreams and bigger actions, baby!
VIRGO:
Oops you did it again! You said yes to every proj-
ect that came your way at the cost of your own 
mental health. It’s a good idea to check in with 
yourself before you go any further. It’s a good 
idea to have an open and honest conversation 
with yourself about what you can and cannot 
do. And then, without going on a guilt trip, ask 
your colleagues, family members or friends for 
the support you need at this moment. Ps: You 
are more loved than you give yourself credit for.
Tip: Ask for help and be open to receiving it.
lIBRa:
We tend to believe that healing is all ‘love 
and light’. But, that is far from the truth. 
Those who have walked the path of self-re-
alisation know it requires deep contempla-
tion and the ability to transform “the shad-
ow”. This is precisely what you’re likely to 
experience in the days to come, Libra. Know 
that you are prepared for this shift. You are 
prepared to break old cycles and free your-
self from the burden of the past. Remember-
ing the mantra “accept everything, resist noth-
ing” will help you get through it all.
Tip: It all happened for the best even if it did not 
seem so in that moment.

ScORPIO:
We’ve been raised to believe that “agreeing” is a 
form of love, a belief that is toxic to both the self 
and our relationship with others. so, pay atten-
tion to how you are playing a certain role today, 
and the long-term repercussions of your actions. 
Yes, there is a way to speak your truth without 
going to war, and this is the lesson that the Uni-
verse is asking you to learn today.
Tip: speak your truth, beautiful.
SaGITTaRIuS:
Given that la luna is in her fullness, she is like-
ly to amplify your emotions. so, pay attention 
to what is coming up today. The mantra “ac-
cept everything, resist nothing” will help you 
deal with the murkiness. That said, you do not 
have to do this alone. It’s a good idea to con-
sider therapy or turn to holistic practices that 
help you stay in your centre. some of you may 
feel like the truth about your relationship(s) 
is also coming to the fore. Be grateful for the 
revelations as they are helping you close old 
karmic cycles.
Tip: Embrace the murkiness as a part of the 
transformation process.
caPRIcORN:
It’s okay to feel disillusioned, Capricorn. It’s 
okay to feel like the dreams you once dreamt 
don’t fit into your new narrative. It’s okay to feel 
like the things that once mattered to you are 

no longer important. Remember, we all evolve 
as time goes by. We all become more ourselves 
than we were in the past. simultaneously em-
brace “the becoming” and “the unbecoming” as 
it is helping you move closer to your truth.
Tip: Embrace who you are becoming, Capricorn.
aquaRIuS:
Let’s talk about the yin and yang of manifesta-
tion. Every intention requires a follow-up action. 
Every action requires consistency, patience and 
persistence. This is what the latter is all about. 
Yin, on the other hand, calls for a deep sense of 
surrender. The inner knowing that the Universe 
knows what’s best for you and will bring it to 
you in divine time. So, find a balance between 
the two, as you get ready to get ready to call in 
that miracle you’ve been working towards!
Tip: Understand the yin and yang of the manifes-
tation process.
PISceS:
What do you do when everything begins to fall 
in place, Pisces? What do you do when the love 
that you’ve been hoping and praying for comes 
knocking at your door? Open your arms and 
allow yourself to receive, beautiful. Open your 
arms and allow yourself to receive what has al-
ways been yours. As for the fear that tells you it’s 
all too good to be true? It’s time to walk it to the 
exit door.
Tip: Receive with grace and gratitude.

There are some stories worth telling 
again: Ram Madhvani on ‘Dhamaka’

mumbai, Oct 19 (PTI): Di-
rector Ram Madhvani on 
Tuesday said he hopes his 
upcoming film “Dhamaka”, 
which is the Hindi retelling 
of the south Korean movie 
“The Terror Live”, is a good 
adaptation that lives up to its 
source material.
“Dhamaka” is billed as a 
human drama thriller 
that follows the story 
of an ambitious ex-news 
anchor Arjun Pathak, 
played by Kartik Aary-
an, who is given anoth-
er chance to go live on 
prime-time television when 
a terrorist calls him with a 
bomb threat.

When asked about “Dha-
maka” bearing similarities 
to “The Terror Live” (2013) 
and if adapting Asian films 
is a riskier proposition today 
as people have access due to 
streamers, Madhvani said it 

was all about doing justice to 
the original film for him.

“How many times have 
you seen ‘Ramayana’ and 
shakespeare’s plays? There 
are some stories worth tell-
ing again and I feel those 
adaptations make sense 
as they allow us to reach a 
whole new generation,” the 
director, who has co-writ-
ten “Dhamaka” with Puneet 
sharma, told reporters here 
at the trailer launch of the 
upcoming film.

“There is perhaps a 
sense of excitement when 
you watch something again. 
It also depends on whether 
it is a good or bad adapta-
tion, we hope it is a good 
adaptation. We respect the 
work that has come to us 
and it is very different,” 
Madhvani added.

It is about the perspec-
tive of a filmmaker about a 

story, pointed out Aaryan.
“... there is a cultural dif-

ference too when you Indi-
an-ise it. Every filmmaker 
has a point of view,” the actor 
said.

Madhvani said “Dhama-
ka” is “not about journalism”, 
but the media serves as a 
backdrop in the plot.

“We have seen photogra-
phers standing for two-three 
hours without food and wa-
ter and it is an incredible job 
that you are doing.

“It is a human drama sto-
ry. It’s an emotional story... 
about an ambitious man and 
about the things that you gain 
and lose as you climb the lad-
der of success,” he added.

Actor Mrunal Thakur, 
who essays the role of a jour-
nalist in the movie, said star-
ring in “Dhamaka” has been 
a dream come true moment 
for her as she was pursuing 

journalism before entering 
the glamour world.

“I always wanted to be a 
crime journalist. As an actor 
working with Ram, I gained 
that opportunity to work 
with him because he is my 
dream director to work with. 
The minute I got this oppor-
tunity I wanted to make it 
work.

“As a journalist there are 
several responsibilities about 
field reporting. So I saw a lot 
of videos and did research, 
we had workshops. It’s a 
very tough job. Everyday was 
risky but this role was very 
important for me to discov-
er many things. The dream 
that didn’t get fulfilled in my 
college, it happened through 
‘Dhamaka’,” she added.

Also starring Amruta 
subhash, “Dhamaka” is set to 
premiere on Netflix on No-
vember 19.

it’s a humbling experience to play a 
superhero in your 50s: Salma Hayek

New Delhi, Oct 20 (PTI): Hollywood 
star salma Hayek says she is someone 
who “dreams big” and she was surprised 
to finally get to do “Eternals”, which ful-
fils her wish of playing a superhero in a 
blockbuster movie with a great director 
like Chloe Zhao.

The upcoming Marvel Cinematic 
Universe movie revolves around the 
Eternals, an alien race living on Earth 
for over 7,000 years, who team up to 
protect humanity from their evil coun-
terparts, the Deviants.

Hayek said she doesn’t look like a 
traditional superhero the audiences are 
used to watching on screen. she plays 
Ajak, the wise and spiritual leader at the 
heart of the story, who has the ability 
to heal and is the “bridge” between the 
Eternals and their creators called the 
Celestials.

“It’s a really humbling experience 
because, you know, I dream big. I 
dream big and if I hadn’t I wouldn’t 
have gotten here at all. In my big 
dreams, I wanted to be a superhero, 
and I wanted to work with the best 
directors in the world and have big 
blockbuster movies and also mov-
ies that are art, that are made from a 
very deep place with great directors,” 
Hayek said in a virtual press confer-
ence for the film from Los Angeles on 
Tuesday night.

“And it didn’t happen that much for 
me. So you fight for it in your 20s, in 
your 30s and in your 40s you go, ‘Oh, 

s*** them, they don’t 
get it, they missed out. I 
would have been great 
in the art films and I 
would have been a great 
superhero (but) they 
didn’t see it. s*** them, 
we’re gonna do some-
thing else. ‘Let’s have a 
baby!’,” the 55-year-old 
Mexican-American star 
quipped.

Hayek said she had 
given up on playing a 
superhero and then 
“Eternals” came her 
way.

“... Now it is very humbling when in 
the middle of your 50s, a brilliant di-
rector gives you the opportunity to do 
both: do something that comes from 
a deep place, that is also a big block-
buster. I was wrong. Everything is pos-
sible. And it’s a humbling sensation,” 
she added.

The “Frida” star said she “almost 
cried” at the film’s premiere recently 
when she spotted three little girls of a 
Latino family dressed as her character.

The gender of Ajak, the character 
played by Hayek, was swapped from a 
man to a woman as Zhao said both she 
and Marvel studios president Kevin 
Feige wanted a “mother figure” as the 
leader of the Eternals.

“And when you think about it, you 
know, in your 50s, (I’m) Mexican. I mean 

I’m short with big boobs, it’s not the 
normal superhero... I don’t have botox, 
I’m doing well but,” she said, pointing to 
a resounding laugh from the rest of the 
cast.

The actor said the team even let her 
do her own stunts in the movie.

When little girls around the world 
will see her play Ajak on screen, Hayek 
said they will remember “that every-
thing is possible”.

The ensemble cast of “Eternals” also 
includes Gemma Chan, Richard Mad-
den, Lia McHugh, Brian Tyree Henry, 
Lauren Ridloff, Barry Keoghan, Don Lee, 
Kit Harington, Kumail Nanjiani, and An-
gelina Jolie.

The film is slated to be theatrically 
released in India on November 5 in En-
glish, Hindi, Tamil, Telugu, Kannada and 
Malayalam.

seema pahwa to 
pen autobiography
New Delhi, Oct 20 (PTI): Film and tele-
vision actor seema Pahwa will pen her 
autobiography, chronicling her journey 
from the iconic Doordarshan soap “Hum 
Log” and talking about her learnings 
through the vantage point of key mo-
ments along the way.

The memoir is tentatively titled “Jee 
Loon Zaraa”.

Pahwa says she has traversed a very 
long journey across different media in 
the entertainment industry and want-
ed to talk about her life and learnings 
through the vantage point of key mo-
ments along the way.

she cites three turning points in her 
career - the television serial “Hum Log”, 
where she played the role as Badki; and 
films “Aankhon Dekhi”, for which she 
won a best supporting actress award 
(screen); and 2021’s “Ram Prasad ki 
Tehrvi”, which marks her directorial 
debut.

“I feel this is the right moment for 
me to share my story with the world. 
More than the specifics, I think it’s the 
desire to remain positive under the 
most challenging circumstances and 
the need to look ahead that I want 
to share with my readers. How it has 
helped me and I feel I can help them,” 
Pahwa says about her debut book.

The Sunflower Seeds has acquired 
the literary rights for the autobiogra-
phy, whose publication date and pub-
lisher are yet to be announced.Nivin Pauly’s next film is 

political drama padavettu’
mumBaI, OcT 20 (PTI): Malayalam star 
Nivin Pauly is set to feature in director Liju 
Krishna’s upcoming film Padavettu , the pro-
ducers announced on Wednesday.

The political-drama is written and directed 
by Krishna, known for his short film Ima , and is 
backed by Saregama’s studio arm Yoodlee films.

Pauly, popular for films like Moothon , 
Premam , and Bangalore Days , said he instant-
ly fell for the film, which has a strong storyline 
backed with emotions and beautiful characters.

It is a story that impacted me hugely when 
it was first narrated. It’s a story of second 
chances and finding the inner mettle to stand 
up against the wrong.

I strongly believe that the storyline, emo-
tions, and the beautiful portrayal of charac-
ters will connect well with the audience and 
earn the film a great reception widely, the 
37-year-old actor said in a statement, adding 
he is undergoing an intense physical transfor-
mation for his role in the film.

Krishna said the film depicts the story of the 
oppressed section of society in North Kerala.

Padavettu’ is a political drama relevant to 
our times. It endeavours to portray the relent-
less pursuit of the layman, the oppressed sec-
tion of society who is in a constant struggle 
and fight to reclaim their unique identity and 
rightful place in a world meant for all! It visua-

lises the aspirations, pain and joy of life in an idyllic 
village in North Kerala, he said.

Expressing gratitude towards the villagers of 
North Kerala and locals for their support, the di-
rector further said Padavettu is special to him as 
it truly is a film from the people, by the people and 
for the people.

siddharth Anand Kumar, Vice President, Films 
at saregama India, said Padavettu has a strong 
narrative about an underdog’s awakening to his 
true potential when pitted against circumstances.

Given the amazing work being done by Nivin and 
the unique directorial vision of Liju Krishna, Padavet-
tu’ is a story that we are excited to produce. Yoodlee 
Films is aggressively looking at producing a spate of 
regional content in the coming months, and the inclu-
sion of this film in our slate with such an illustrious 
team is a matter of great pride for us, Kumar added.


