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Will establish North Dist Development 
Council in next govt: Chamling

ArpAN prADhAN
Mangan, 30 Mar:

Making his second 
election campaign 

stop today, SDF party 
president, Chief Min-
ister Pawan Chamling, 
announced that a North 
District Development 
Council will be formed 
in the next SDF Govern-

ment. He was addressing 
the party’s Vijay Sankalp 
Yatra here at Mangan.

The public meeting 
was held for two con-
stituencies of North 
Sikkim – Dzongu and 
Lachen-Mangan – and 
the CM was joined by the 
party’s candidates for the 
two constituencies, Pintso 

Namgyal Lepcha and 
Tshering Wangdi Lepcha, 
and the Lok Sabha can-
didate, DB Katuwal. The 
meet was also addressed 
by the Rajya Sabha MP, for-
mer Lachen-Mangan MLA, 
Hissey Lachungpa.

Addressing the gath-
ering, Mr Chamling ex-
plained that the pro-

posed North District 
Development Council will 
further reinforce the safe-
ty and security and pre-
serve the unqiue tradition 
and culture of the district.

All the three constit-
uencies of North District 
[including Kabi-Lungc-
hok] will be included in 
the Council whose chair-

person will be extended 
Cabinet rank status, the 
Chief Minister informed.

In his address, Mr 
Chamling also high-
lighted the various an-
nouncements and pro-
grammes included in 
the election manifesto 
of the party which was 
released yesterday. 

He also delved on the 
various developmental 
works undertaken by the 
SDF government and the 
various achievements 
registered in the State in 
the past 25 years.

“The SDF Government 
has ensured real people’s 
rule in the state and de-
mocracy has been flour-
ished to its best,” he said.

Sikkim’s vibrant de-
mocracy and enduring peace 
and security needs to be nur-
tured without pause, he said, 
while ruing that there were 
parties inimical to this envi-
ronment which were trying 
to distract people with their 
divisive politics.
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“SDF manifesto lays out plan to make 
youth more confident and fulfilled”

Shelter home case: Court frames charges against 21 accused
New Delhi, Mar 30 (PTI): A 
Delhi court Saturday framed 
various charges, including 
criminal conspiracy to commit 
rape and penetrative sexual 
assault, against all accused per-
sons in the Muzaffarpur shelter 
home sexual assault case.

Additional Sessions Judge 
Saurabh Kulshreshtha put 21 
accused on trial, saying there 
was prima facie enough evi-
dence against them.

Besides rape (376) and 
criminal conspiracy, the court 
also framed charges under 
various sections of the POCSO 

(Protection of Children from 
Sexual Offences) Act and other 
charges. All the accused, who 
appeared before court, pleaded 
innocence and claimed trail.

Brajesh Thakur, alleged 
mastermind and strongman in 
the case, was charged with se-
rious charges under the POCSO 
Act, including Section 6 (aggra-
vated sexual assault).

The offence carries punish-
ment of minimum 10 years and 
maximum of life imprisonment.

All 20 accused were charged 
with criminal conspiracy to 
commit rape and penetrative 

sexual assault against minors.
The Court will hold trial for 

the offences of rape, sexual as-
sault, sexual harassment, drug-
ging of minors, criminal intimi-
dation among other charges.

Key accused Thakur and 
employees of his shelter home, 
as well as Bihar department 
of social welfare officials were 
charged with criminal conspir-
acy, neglect of duty, failure to 
report assault on the girls.

The charges also included 
offence of cruelty to child un-
der their authority, punishable 
under the Juvenile Justice Act.

On February 7, the Supreme 
Court ordered authorities to 
transfer the case from Bihar to 
a Protection of Children from 
Sexual Offences (POCSO) court 
in Saket District Court com-
plex in Delhi, which would 
conclude the trial within six 
months by holding preferably 
day-to-day hearing.

Several girls were allegedly 
raped and sexually abused at an 
NGO-run shelter home in Mu-
zaffarpur, Bihar. The issue had 
come to light following a report 
by the Tata Institute of Social 
Sciences (TISS).

BJP candidates on the 
campaign trail

SuMMIT RePoRT
Gangtok, 30 Mar: 

Bharatiya Janata Party 
candidate, Bharat Du-

lal [Sharma], for Rhenock 
constituency met people 
from different areas of 
the constituency and ap-
pealed to them support 
his for the overall devel-
opment of Sikkim. 

He said that Sikkim’s 
development depends on 
their votes and that BJP 
wants to work for the 
overall development of 
the State, a BJP press re-
lease informs.

The release adds 
that BJP candidate from 
Gangtok, YT Lepcha, is 
also continuing with his 

election campaign and 
spoke about the various 
programmes of the BJP for 
the country and the State. 

Likewise, the Sik-
kim-BJP president, DB 
Chauhan, who is also 
Arithang candidate, has 
been appealing to the 
people to support BJP, 
the release adds.

SaGaR ChheTRI
Gangtok, 30 Mar: 

Sikkim Democratic 
Front party spokes-

person, PD Rai, today 
shared details of the 
party manifesto released 
yesterday by the party 
president, Chief Minis-
ter Pawan Chamling, as 
strongly youth-centric in 
setting the agenda for the 
next term of SDF in office. 

Mr Rai highlighted 
that the programmes 
and policies announced 
for the next five years 
would set the youth up 
for a more confident 
and fulfilling future. The 
manifesto, he said, has 
paid special attention to 
not only the practical re-
quirements of the youth 
but also includes clear 
commitments to support 
their more creative pur-
suits and aspirations.

The manifesto, he 
detailed, commits the 
party to begin creative 
activities in schools and 
colleges, provide a ma-
jor to sports and launch 
an annual talent-hunt to 
identify sporting talent 
for proper nurturing, 

establishment of a girls’ 
football academy, sports 
insurance schemes etc. 

The manifesto also 
promises programmes 
and policies in the field 
of drama, culture and 
other creative arts, the 
establishing of a film city 
to train youth, launch 
of leadership and pub-
lic-policy classes in col-
leges, Youth Health Cen-
tres where the young can 
talk about their issues of 
addiction, mental illness 
and other related issues. 

The manifesto also 
promises fellowship and 
internships for young 
professionals in govern-

ment departments in col-
laboration with private 
organizations and the 
development of a mobile 
app to help youth connect 
to opportunities across 
the state, nation-wide and 
internationally. 

Also promised is a 
youth forum and web-
site, training bureaus of-
fering classes in modern 
scientific farming tech-
niques and information 
technology and others.

On other aspects of 
the manifesto, Mr Rai 
mentioned the next gov-
ernment will also open 
its own insurance compa-
ny to provide insurance 

cover to all drivers and 
their families, a training 
school for female drivers, 
a grant of Rs 2 lakh every 
year to registered driver 
associations for welfare 
and awareness, Start-
Up loans from the State 
Bank of Sikkim, Chalak 
Bhawans in every dis-
trict, subsidized loans to 
drivers, parking plaza in 
all notified bazaars and a 
statue of Lord Biswakar-
ma in every district. 

He stated that the 
next government will 
also work to address the 
problem of traffic conges-
tion and has decided to 
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TMC launches 
web series 
‘Pradhan 
Mantri 
Hisab do’
Kolkata, Mar 30 (PTI): 
Ahead of Lok Sabha poll 
in the state, the Trina-
mool Congress Friday 
launched a web series 
christened ‘Pradhan Man-
tri Hisab Do’ comparing 
various welfare schemes 
of the Narendra Modi 
government at the Centre 
with that of the TMC gov-
ernment in West Bengal.

The first episode of 
the web series began 
with a short film com-
paring two schemes 
Bengal governments Sa-
booj Sathi and the Cen-
tral governments Beti 
Bachao Beti Padhao.

Under the Sabooj 
Sathi scheme of West 
Bengal bicycles are given 
to girl students of class 
9 to 12 studying in gov-
ernment run and govern-
ment aided schools and 
madrashas of the state.

The video shows two 
girls one living in Rewari, 
Haryana and the other in Hoo-
gly district of West Bengal.

A girl of Rewari in the 
video is seen speaking 
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Despite eC’s clean chit, Yechury insists 
pM violated model code of conduct

New Delhi, Mar 30 
(PTI): CPI(M) General 
Secretary Sitaram Ye-
chury Saturday wrote to 
the Election Commission 
insisting Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi’s address 
to nation over the ASAT 
launch was “a gross vi-
olation” of the MCC be-
cause after his speech 
the PM claimed he was a 
“chowkidar not only on 
land and air but also in 
outer space”.

Yechury’s letter to the 
Chief Election Commis-
sioner comes a day after 
an election commission 
team declared that Modi’s 
address on the successful 
test-firing of an anti-satel-

lite missile did not violate 
provisions of the model 
code of conduct.

The poll panel had 
constituted the commit-
tee to look into the PM’s 
speech upon complaint 
by Yechury and other op-
position parties. A copy 
of the EC’s Friday report 
was also sent to Yechury.

In his Saturday letter, 
Yechury said the EC made 
a “narrow interpreta-
tion” of his complaint.

“Since the ECI has 
confined itself exclusive-
ly to the issue of ‘misuse 
of official media’ I would 
request the ECI to direct 
the official media to treat 
speeches/statements 

made by leaders of rec-
ognized national parties 
in a similar manner as 
they have treated this 
speech of the Prime Min-
ister,” he said.

The larger issue, he 
said, was that the PM as 
a candidate in the elec-
tions is “using” the office 
of the Prime Minister to 
convey a development 
achieved by scientists.

“This constitutes a 
gross misuse of the office 
for furthering electoral ob-
jectives,” Yechury argued.

He said that soon af-
ter the speech, the Prime 
Minister is on record to claim 
that he is a “chowkidar 

turn to pg02
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aNThYeSThI KRIYa
The Anthyesthi Kriya of our beloved mother, Late 
SITA MAYA TRIKHATRI (80 yrs) who left for her 
heavenly abode on the 23rd of March, 2019 falls 
on 4th April 2019.

All relatives, family, 
friends and well-wishers 
are requested to join us in 
offering prayers for the de-
parted soul at Hotel Chow-
taro, Deorali Bazaar, Gang-
tok, East Sikkim. 

We also express our gratitude to all those who 
stood by us during our time of bereavement.

Daughters: Champa Bardewa-9434203706, 
Manju Trikhtri -7407181907

Sons: Pratap Trikhatri -9064836436; 
Lalit Trikhatri (Son)-9775956554

Daughters-in-Law: Man Maya Trikhatri 
-9775405439; Ashu Trikhatri -9647686222; 

Mamta Trikhatri -9609115039

KuTShe SheGu

Our sincere gratitude and deep appre-
ciation to all our dear friends and well 
wishers who have been so supportive 
and forthcoming during our time of 
bereavement, the sad demise of our 
beloved daughter Late, Kessang Tong-
den Lepcha who left for her heavenly 
abode on 19/02/2019.  Once again in all humility we 
request your benign presence in offering prayer for the 
departed soul, the 49th day of Kutshe Shegu which falls 
on 07/04/2019 (Sunday) at our residence at Tongden 
Lee, Dikchu Bazar, East Sikkim.

We would also like to take this opportunity to thank 
all those who stood by us in our hard time and regret 
our inability to thank them individually.
Wangchuk Bhutia (Husband) & all family members.

PloT foR Sale: 
Vacant plot measuring 0.38 Acres for 
sale at Amdo Golai, Deorali. Contact: 

09717191985/097474651223

General observer meets Sector 
Magistrates and Nodal officers in West 

Gyalshing, 30 Mar (IPR): 
A coordination Meeting 
with the Sector Magis-
trates and the District 
Election Officer and Gen-
eral Observer was con-
vened at the Conference 
Hall, DAC, Rabdentse. 

The meeting was 
chaired by DEO-cum-DC 
(W), Karma R Bonpo; GO 
West, Faisal Aftab; ADC 
West, Karma L Lepcha and 
State Nodal Officer (EVM 
& VVPAT), PW Lepcha. 

The meeting was 
called by the General 
Observer to understand 
the ground reality of 
conditions at the Polling 
Stations in their respec-
tive sectors. 

Mr Aftab interacted 
with the Sector Magis-
trates and Nodal Officers 
in regard to the prepara-
tion of the General Elec-
tions scheduled to take 
place on 11 April, 2019. 

He enquired the Sec-
tor Magistrates about the 
various basic facilities 

to be made available at 
their respective Polling 
Stations and also the 
Critical Polling  Stations 
in their respective ar-
eas. The GO asked the 
SDMs to prepare list 
of people bound down 
under CrPC 107, village 
wise, so that their activ-
ities can be monitored. 

GO also asked SMs to get 
the list of PWDs polling 
station wise.

The RO directed the 
Sector Magistrates on 
the stationing of the Re-
serve EVMs and VVPATs 
which is to be stationed 
at Government Buildings 
only. He further asked 
the Sector Magistrates to 

follow the MCC and the 
designation of a specific 
room for the EVMs and 
VVPATs machines and 
the room is to be sealed 
and opened in front of 
the Candidates prior to 
the day of Polls. He also 
advised the Sector Mag-
istrates to be in touch 
with the Booth Level Of-

ficers and work together. 
He also briefed about the 
procedure to be followed 
while carrying out the 
replacement of EVMs 
in case of any problems 
with the machines. He 
mentioned about the 
reserved teams which 
would be attached to the 
19 Sector Magistrates 

along with reserved vehi-
cles. He also mentioned 
that on the day of the poll 
within 200 meters of the 
polling stations no flags, 
posters, batches, t-shirts 
to be shown or worn by 
public and all Party offic-
es to be closed. He also 
asked the Sector Magis-
trates to sensitize about 
it to all public prior to the 
day of polling. 

Bhumika Pradhan, 
Nodal Officer for Model 
Polling station & PWD 
briefed the gathering 
about various prepa-
rations made towards 
all women polling sta-
tion as well as facili-
ties for PWDs.

The vehicles of all 
Sector Magistrates were 
also fitted with GPS and 
PA System for security 
measures. The Sector 
Magistrates were also 
advised to take the des-
ignated routes as their 
movements would be 
tracked via GPS.

Second randomization of 
EVMs and VVPATs in South

Namchi, 30 Mar (IPR): 
As per the guidelines 
of ECI the second ran-
domization of Elec-
tronic Voting Machines 
(EVMs) and Voter Veri-
fiable Paper Audit Trail 
(VVPATs) was held at 
the conference hall of 
DAC Namchi, today.  

Present during the 
randomization process 
were Returning Officer 
(South), Ragul K, General 
Observer, Shrish Chandra 
Verma, Assistant Return-
ing Officer (ARO), Satyen 

Kr Pradhan alongside 
contesting candidates, 
election agents and rep-
resentatives of various 
political parties.

The RO informed 
the attendees about the 
procedure of random-
ization and added that 
EVMs are being allocat-
ed according to the eight 
constituencies falling 
under South district. He 
also informed that ran-
domization was carried 
out by EVM manage-
ment system developed 

by Election Commission 
of India. Similarly, for 
randomization of Sang-
ha, National Informatics 
Centre (NIC) has de-
signed the software. The 
RO elucidated the pur-
pose of randomization 
of EVMs and VVPATs is 
to allocate EVMs and 
VVPATs randomly to 
160 Polling Stations 
for South District. After 
randomization, the cer-
tified final list of EVM 
with control unit, ballot 
unit and VVPAT numbers 

assigned to each polling 
station’s was handed 
over to all the political 
parties and candidates 
who were present today.

A total number of 175 
EVMs were allocated to 
160 polling stations un-
der 8 Assembly Constit-
uencies including Sangha 
for South district. EVMs 
for Assembly segments 
for parliamentary con-
stituencies was random-
ized and assigned by the 
RO (East) for Parliamen-
tary Constituency.

Independent better than party, 
says West Pendam IND candidate 

Summit Report
GaNGToK, 30 Mar: 

Independent candidate, 
Santosh Bardewa from 

West Pendam Assem-
bly constituency in East 
Sikkim today said that 
an independent people’s 
representative can take 
up issues more effec-
tively in the Assembly. 
He stated that leaders 
from political parties 
cannot work freely for 
the people since they 
are always under pres-
sure from the party.

37-year-old Mr 
Bardewa is from Aadarsh 
Gaon, Singtam in East 
Sikkim and is a business-
man by profession. He 
has worked in various 
social organisations in 
different capacities.

He has been given a 
microphone as election 
symbol and is amongst 
eight candidates contest-

ing in West Pendam con-
stituency, which is the 
highest number of candi-
dates in this election. 

Addressing a press 
conference here today, 
Mr Bardewa stated that 
people’s representa-
tives from political par-
ties have not been able 
to work effectively for 
the constituency and 
also for the scheduled 
caste community.

He alleged that poli-
ticians have been using 
the youth for their polit-
ical benefits and spoiling 
their future. On the same, 
he urged people to use 
their right to choose the 
right candidate for the 
area wisely.

Mr Bardewa assured 
to address issues of 
drinking water scarcity, 
irregular power supply 
and needs of various in-
frastructures in the area. 

These agencies need to be thwarted in the elec-
tions, he stressed, while adding that Opposition lead-
ers have been letting down their constituencies by 
pursuing disruptive activities to  sow divisions in the 
Sikkimese society.

He also alleged that the Bhutia-Lepcha communi-
ty was being misguided by SIBLAC and urged people 
to stay away of such organizations.

Meanwhile, Mr Chamling also announced that a 
veterinary hospital will be established in North Dis-
trict and that the district will be developed as a “vet-
erinary zone.” 

He also announced that the next Government will 
provide a monthly grant of Rs 10,000 to performing 
artists of the state. 

Will establish...

about how she had to leave her school as it is 14-15 
km away his home and there is not a single school in 
her village.

In the next scene, a housewife from Hooghly, tells 
how the bicycle her daughter got from the West Ben-
gal government as part of the Sabooj Sathi scheme, 
conceived by Chief Minister Mamata Banerjee, is en-
abling her to attend school regularly, even though its 
quite a distance away.

The TMC and BJP are engaged in a bitter fight in 
West Bengal with TMC giving the call to oust the BJP 
government at the Center and the BJP setting a target of 
winning 23 out of the 42 Lok Sabha seats in the state.

TMC launches web...

implement policies for the proper management of the 
traffic in the State.

Mr Rai stated that programmes and policies will 
also be formulated to cope with climate change, en-
sure effective disaster management, address geopo-
litical concerns, unemployment, low total fertility rate 
and trigger economic growth. 

On Universal Basic Income, he stated that the UBI 
was a simple and powerful idea and that SDF will im-
plement the UBI in the State in its next government. 

The SDF general secretary [press & publicity], 
Kavita Subba, further pointed out that the manifesto 
also highlights the achievements and development 
witnessed by Sikkim under the SDF government and 
is committed to give continuity to this momentum. 

She adds that the manifesto also includes 30 rea-
sons on why one should vote for SDF, followed by a 
43-point list of commitments to Sikkim and its people 
in different sectors and sections of the society.  

Responding to media queries on the delay in ful-
fillment of several demands of the State by the Centre, 
the Lok Sabha MP, Mr Rai, stated that the SDF govern-
ment has been consistently pursing these issues with 
the Centre and that the CM has taken these issues to 
the Prime Minister more than three times in numer-
ous memorandums. 

The Centre, he said, really has no valid reasons to 
have dragged its feet on meeting the State’s pending 
political demands, and added that the mechanizations 
of the SKM MLAs and SIBLAC had caused the delay.

“SDf manifesto...

(watchman) not only on land and air but also in outer space”.
The Prime Minister has often called himself a 

chowkidar (watchman) to highlight his fight against 
corruption and his strong stand on national security.

“The Prime Minister and other leaders of the BJP 
are actively campaigning saying that this government 
has shown the guts which previous governments did 
not. What else does this mean but a gross misuse of 
the office of the Prime Minister for seeking electoral 
gains,” Yechury said.

He said an announcement of this nature is nor-
mally done by senior officers of the establishment 
like the Director, Defence Research and Development 
Organisation (DRDO).

“That the Prime Minister chose to announce it 
himself constitutes a gross violation of the Model 
Code of Conduct. It is a gross misuse of the office of 
the Prime Minister for partisan ends,” the Left leader 
said, appealing to the EC to consider this aspect in the 
spirit of free and fair elections.

Despite eC’s...

China says representatives 
of over 100 countries to 

attend 2nd BRF meet
Beijing, Mar 30 (PTI): 
Representatives from 
over 100 countries, in-
cluding about 40 lead-
ers of governments, will 
participate in the second 
Belt and Road Forum to 
be held here later next 
month, a top Chinese of-
ficial said Saturday.

China held the first 
Belt and Road Forum 
(BRF) in 2017 to show-
case its trillion-dollar 
Belt and Road Initiative 
(BRI), the pet project 
of President Xi Jinping 
aimed at expanding the 
country’s influence all 
over the world with a 
chain of infrastructure 
projects funded by Chi-
nese investments.

India boycotted the 
first BRF meet over its 
objections to China-Paki-
stan Economic Corridor 
(CPEC) which is being 
laid through Pakistan-oc-
cupied Kashmir (PoK).

India’s Ambassador 
to China, Vikram Misri, 
in a recent interview 
to the state-run Global 
Times signalled a simi-
lar boycott of the second 
BRF meet.

“To be honest, we 
have made no secret of 
our views and our posi-
tion on BRI is clear and 
consistent, and one that 
we have conveyed to the 
authorities concerned,” 
Misri said.

State Councilor Yang 
Jiechi said in an interview 
published by state-run 
Xinhua news agency that 
“representatives from 
over 100 countries, in-

cluding about 40 leaders 
of foreign governments, 
have confirmed their at-
tendance” at the second 
BRF meet.

Pakistan Prime Minis-
ter Imran Khan and Rus-
sian President Vladimir 
Putin are among those 
who have confirmed 
their participation.

“As the host country, 
we will, together with 
other forum parties, 
take stock of what has 
been achieved and draw 
a blueprint for future 
cooperation to further 
enrich BRI cooperation,” 
Yang said.

India along with the 
US and several other 
countries have been 
highlighting the con-
cerns over the BRI proj-
ects, leaving a number 
of smaller countries in 
debt traps.

The concerns grew 
louder after China took 
over Sri Lanka’s Ham-
bantota port on a 99-
year lease as debt swap. 
Several other countries 
including Malaysia and 
even Pakistan expressed 
wish to cut down Chi-
nese projects over debt 
concerns.

Refuting the crit-
icism, Yang, who was 
China’s former Foreign 
Minister, said: “we have 
noticed that some people 
have expressed differ-
ent views about the BRI, 
claiming that the initia-
tive is China’s geopoliti-
cal tool and could cause 
some countries to fall 
into a debt trap”. 

pM Modi to address 
Siliguri rally on april 

3 at new venue

Siliguri (WB), Mar 
30 (PTI): Prime Minis-
ter Narendra Modi will 
address the scheduled 
public rally here on April 
3 at a ground belonging 
to the Railways, after the 
West Bengal government 
denied permission for 
the venue earlier sought 
by the BJP.

The new venue for 
the prime minister’s rally 
sits adjacent to the New 
Jalpaiguri Railway Station, 
BJP’s Darjeeling district 
president Avijit Roy Chow-
dhury said on Saturday.

“The local adminis-

tration did not give per-
mission for the venue 
we had earlier selected. 
Then, we looked for an-
other ground and got 
permission for it,” BJP 
state president Dilip 
Ghosh said.

The saffron party had 
earlier selected a piece 
of land belonging to the 
Siliguri Jalpaiguri Devel-
opment Authority (SJDA) 
here, which had denied 
consent for the PM’s rally.

“Earlier, too, similar inci-
dents have happened when 
we were denied permission. 
But, the TMC cannot prevent 
BJP’s victory march by stop-
ping us from holding rallies,” 
Ghosh asserted.

Modi will address 
two back-to-back elec-
tion rallies on April 3, the 
second public meeting 
slated at Kolkata’s Bri-
gade Parade Ground.
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Flat available For rent 

F ully furnished, 3 Bedroom flat 
available for rent at Church Road, 

Near Diesel Power House. Conveniently 
located by the roadside and a 5-minute 

walk from M.G. Marg. Suitable for 
Coporate Office and Guest House. 

For further details please 
Contact: 9434117687 /9083826462

www.summit-
times.com

news@sum-
mittimes.com 

advertise@
summittimes.

com

GoVeRNMeNT of SIKKIM
eXCISe(aBKaRI) DePaRTMeNT

GaNGToK
No.05/excise (abk.)    Dated: 29th March 2019.

NoTIfICaTIoN
In view of the provision contained in sub-section (1) of 
Section 135 C of the Representation of People Act, 1951 and 
in supersession of Notification No. 2/Excise (Abk) dated: 
20/03/2019 read with Corrigendum No. 4/Excise (Abk) dated: 
22/03/2019, the period of 48 hours (forty eight) between 
5 P.M. of 09/04/2019 and 5 P.M. of 11/04/2019 is hereby 
declared as “Dry Day” in view of the ensuring General Elections 
scheduled to be held on 11/04/2019.

As usual, no spirituous, fermented or intoxicating liquors 
or other substances of a like nature shall be sold, given or 
distributed at a hotel, restaurant, eating house, tavern, shop or 
any other place, public or private, within the State of Sikkim for 
the aforementioned period of forty-eight hours.

Any one found contravening this order shall be dealt in 
accordance with the provision under the Sikkim Excise  Act, 
1992.

 By Order.
Sd/-

addl.Secretary-cum-addl.Commissioner
excise (abk) Department.

GoVeRNMeNT of SIKKIM
eXCISe(aBKaRI) DePaRTMeNT

GaNGToK
No.03/Excise (Abk.)    Dated: 20th March 2019.

CIRCulaR

In consultation with the Election Department and in super-
session of Circular No. 02/Excise (Abk) Dated 11/3/2014, it is 
hereby informed to all Foreign Liquor Retail Shop vendors and 
the Public in General that the maximum limit of liquor or beer 
to be sold to any person/to be possessed by any individual at 
any one time is fixed as follows for the Election period 2019.

1. Liquor (IMFL) - 4 (four) Bottles
2. Beer  - 2(Two) cases.
Anyone found selling liquor/beer beyond the above fixed 

quantity shall be liable for punishment under the provision of 
the Sikkim Excise Act. 1992.

Sd/
Commissioner

excise (abk) Department
Government of Sikkim

R.O. No. 786/IPR/Pub/Classi./18-19      Date: 30.03.2019

farewell ceremony held for 
lRDD Secy Tsegyal Tashi

Gangtok, 30 Mar 
(IPR): A farewell cere-
mony in honor of Com-
missioner-cum-Secre-
tary/ LRDD, Tsegyal 
Tashi, was held in the 
conference hall of the 
New Secretariat at 
Tashiling today.

Chief Secretary AK 
Shrivastava chaired 
the ceremony. Heads 
of Departments, senior 
officers and staff of 
DoPART also attended 
the ceremony.

After the ceremonial 
offering of khadas, the 
Chief Secretary remi-
nisced moments shared 
with Mr Tashi whom he 
introduced as an amia-
ble colleague, an effective 
bureaucrat and a dear 

friend. He highlighted 
Mr Tashi’s many notable 
achievements as a bu-
reaucrat and wished him 
the best for a healthy and 
hearty retired life.

Mr Tashi, in his fare-
well address, thanked 
everyone for the many 
opportunities and expe-

riences of growth and 
learning during his ser-
vice that spanned be-
yond 35 years.

HoDs present at the 
occasion also took turns 
recollecting their associ-
ation with Mr Tashi and 
lauded him for his perse-
verance and dynamism.

Mr Tashi joined the 
state government as an 
Under Secretary, Home 
Department, in 1982 
and his distinguished 
service spans com-
mendable posting as 
Secretary in depart-
ments like Home, HRDD, 
Transport and FRED.

Presiding and first Polling officers 
complete final round of training

Gangtok, 30 Mar 
(IPR): The 3rd and final 
round of training to the 
Presiding and first Poll-
ing Officers was held at 
Mini Conference Hall, 
Manan Kendra and Con-
ference Hall of Tourism 
Department. 

SDM/HQ East, Sunil 
Mothey, SDM (Rangpo), 

PK Rai and DPO (Zilla), 
Yadav Sharma were pres-
ent as resource persons. 

The presiding Offi-
cers and first Polling Of-
ficers were briefed about 
their roles and respon-
sibilities with respect to 
the conduct of elections. 

The functioning of 
the EVM and VVPATs 

was also explained and 
a hands-on training 
session conducted to 
familiarize them with 
the machines. The 
significance of the 
conduct of mock poll 
was emphasized and all 
procedures pertaining 
to the polling process 
demonstrated.

Women polling personnel complete training in West Sikkim
Gyalshing, 30 Mar 
(IPR): The final round 
of training and briefing 
of women polling per-
sonnel for the conduct 
of general elections was 
conducted at the Con-
ference Hall, Zilla Bha-
wan, Gyalshing. 

The meeting was 
chaired by DC/RO West, 
Karma R Bonpo; State 
Nodal Officer (EVMs and 
VVPATs), PW Lepcha; 
ADC West, Karma L Lep-
cha; SDM (HQ), Tushar G 
Nikhare and US (RMDD), 
Netra Biswakarma. 

The DC briefed the 
Polling Officers about 
their respective duties 
and urged them to train 
as a team and attune 
themselves to the sound 
of the Ballot Units 
which would prove 
beneficial and come in 
handy to check if the 
person has voted or not. 

He also asked them 
to be extra alert when 
elderly women came to 
cast their votes to en-
sure that the voting pro-
cedure was fulfilled. 

He also stressed on 
the importance of han-

dling the EVMs and 
VVPAT machines 
carefully to avoid 
malfunctioning on the 
day of the polls. 

Further, he also in-
formed them about 
the Parliamentary and 
Assembly EVMs and 
VVPATs should be kept 
separately. 

He also asked them to 
perform the exercise of 
mock polls and clear the 
data from the Mock Poll 
machines after the mock 
poll is conducted. 

While on the Presid-
ing Diary, he directed 
them to go through it 
carefully and familiarize 
them with it so as there 
was no error of any kind. 
He urged them to be 
systematic and orga-
nized so as to avoid er-

rors on the Poll day. 
The ADC addressed 

the trainees by strongly 
urging them to check for 
each and every subsid-
iary material inside the 
polling bag and also mak-
ing sure by doing tally in 
accordance to checklist. 

Likewise, he also in-
formed about the timing 
schedule of disburse-
ment of polling materials 
along with the timeframe 
at which they are needed 
to perform various poll 
day exercises.

Master trainers for 
the training were Kar-
ma Sonam Choden 
Tongden, DE (Power) 
and Santosh Allay, Se-
nior Welfare Officer. 

A total of 58 Trainees 
present during the Final 
Round of Training.

Co-curricular activities begin with 
songs at Lingi Payong School

SuMMIT RePoRT
lingi Payong, 30 Mar:

An inter-house group 
song competition 

marked the beginning of 
Co-Curricular Activities 
at Lingi Payong Second-
ary School today. 

Four houses of the 
school participated in the 
competition which was 
organised in two catego-
ries - folk songs and pa-
triotic song competition. 

Ralong (Blue) house 
emerged winners in both 
the categories followed 
by Gurudongmar (Yel-
low), Zemu (Red) and 

Neytham (Green) house 
securing second, third 
and fourth positions re-
spectively. 

The competition 
was organised with 
the objective to en-
hance the singing po-
tential, develop team 
spirit and confidence 
among the students. 

The competition 
was judged by Pezang 
Lepcha, Yogita Giri, 
Karuna Gautam and 
Pradeep Gurung and 
was conducted and 
coordinated by Prakash 
Limboo.

Delegation led by Dr KK Paul calls on Gov-
ernor

SuMMIT RePoRT
Gangtok, 30 Mar:

Former Governor of 
three North Eastern 

States of Meghalaya, Ma-
nipur and Mizoram, Dr KK 
Paul, who is also the Chair-
person of Pranab Mukher-
jee Foundation Chair, Sik-
kim called on Governor, 
Ganga Prasad at Raj Bhavan 
this evening, a press release 
informs.  Accompanying 
him were renowned Bolly-
wood actress, Shashi Shar-
ma, Dr Parvej Hayat [IPS 
ADG BPRD], Maju Mathew 
[UN Office on Drugs & Crime 
Regional Head for South 
Asia]  and Dr Jagannnath Pat-
naik [Vice Chancellor ICFAI 
University Sikkim] among 

others during the occasion.
It was a courtesy call by 

Dr Paul and other dignitaries 
who are in Sikkim to attend 
the National Conclave on 
Youth Empowerment and 
Drug Abuse Prevention for 
Healthy Living organised 
today by ICFAI University, 
Sikkim in collaboration with 
Pranab Mukherjee Founda-
tion, New Delhi, at Mannan 
Kendra Gangtok. 

In a brief interaction, the 

dignitaries proposed various 
youth centric programmes 
aimed at empowerment 
and mitigation of drug abuse 
among youth of North East-
ern Region and Sikkim in 
particular. Hon’ble Governor 
assured to place the matter 
at the appropriate forum 
and suggested that such 
initiatives be implemented 
through institutions of high-
er learning and governmen-
tal organisations.

General Observer visits 3 Polling Stations in North
Mangan, 30 Mar (IPR):
General Observer, North, 
Dr Pratibha Singh, visit-
ed three Polling Stations 
under Sector-6: Hee-
Gyathang-Passingdong on 
29 March. In her visit she 
assessed the prepared-
ness of three polling sta-
tions such as 30/3- Sonam 
Choda Lepcha Memorial 
Government Sec. School, 
Lingdong, 30/4- Bar-

fok Primary School and 
30/5-Hee-Gyathang Gov-
ernment Sr Sec School.

She was accompanied 

by Sector Magistrate, Hee-
Gyathang-Passingdong, 
Roshan Subb, Liaison Of-
ficer (LO), Tempa Rinzing 

Bhutia and the team of 
Sankalang Check Post. She 
enquired about the facilities 
related to Person with Dis-
ability (PwD), assured mini-
mum facilities of the Polling 
Stations. She found all the 
polling stations in good con-
dition. On the way back to 
Mangan, she also met with 
the Static Surveillance team 
(SST) led by, Kunga Lachen-
pa at Sankalang Check Post.
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WRITE US: 
Readers are invited to comment on, 
criticise, run down, even appreciate 
if they like something in this paper. 
Letters carrying abusive/ indecorous 
language and personal attacks, except 
when against people responsible in 
this newspaper (who are fair game), 
will have to be ignored. Letters 
which carry forward a conversation 
or initiate a dialogue will command 
immediate attention and receive 
prominence.  
Mail us at: news@summittimes.com

Banking Safe
Deposits need to play back more robustly 

as credit into the local economy

The past few years have been about bad loans and 
non-performing assets. With the biggies having 

secured and digested impossibly large loans and not 
regurgitated anything back into either the economy 
or towards their EMIs, the banks were delivered a 
crippling blow; so crippling that even the demoneti-
zation-induced flood of cash did not really tide them 
over. Even though Sikkim is far removed from the 
mechanizations of real economics and financial real-
ities, living as it does in a bubble, which, even though 
it gets buffeted around, has not yet to burst, people 
here are also suffering. For the past couple of years, 
the usually laidback banks (yes even banks become 
laidback when in Sikkim) have been on overdrive, 
reopening files to chase down missed EMIs and bad 
loans, serving notices and running from court to lok 
adalat and back to court to recover dues. 

If one looks at the C:D ratio in the State, improved, 
on paper,  from an embarrassing 28.6% in 2014-15 
to 42.6% in 2016-17. Banking norms advise the CDR 
to hover closer to the fifty per cent mark. This means 
that fifty per cent or more of the deposits made by 
account-holders should ideally be played back into 
the economy by way of loans and advances. This is 
as much to keep the economy buoyant as to trigger 
economic growth. Economies, one may add here, do 
not grow when earnings are saved. Economies boom 
when investments are risked. But, like with most 
things in Sikkim, even the euphoria over the loan 
boom might be misplaced. Agreed, a whole lot of in-
dividuals and families have managed to secure loans 
to build homes/ hotels and purchase vehicles with 
greater ease in recent years, but fact remains that 
these loans do not really do anything for the econ-
omy by way of creating jobs. And the data bears 
this preference out as well because the tertiary 
sector (in which housing and vehicle-purchase 
loans are counted) have notched up between 51% 
to 82% of the projected targets for loans in Sik-
kim. Consuming a lion’s share of the loans are the 
miniscule industries in the State which were so 
favored in 2014-15 that they received 241% of the 
target projected for this sector. 

At whose cost, one may ask? 
The farming community who received only 

22% of the loans they were expected to receive 
that year and in 2016-17, received only 15% of 
the loans the sector was in need of and expected 
to receive. Loans to outside agencies emptied out 
about 40% of the deposits in banks in Sikkim in 
the last fiscal, 2016-17, and that should attract 
some attention because that was available loans 
which could not go to local entrepreneurs.

For an economy to benefit from the presence of so 
many banks in the State – there are 34 banks in Sik-
kim which have 142 branches between them here – 
the State needs to hear about more substantial loans 
being given to new enterprises here. Unfortunate-
ly, that has not been the case in Sikkim. The bigger 
loans in Sikkim continue to be secured by applicants 
based outside the State. Is it because the branches 
here do not have the authority or do not enjoy the 
confidence of the regional offices to process “big” 
local loans? Experience also shows that banks here 
are hesitant to take risks. And yes, Sikkim’s poor re-
payment history is also partly to blame for this, but 
come on, these things do not seem to stop banks 
from throwing thousands of crores behind already 
lost thousands of crores. Even when it comes to bad 
loans, it is not the banks that really suffer because 
they have ways of getting their money back, the real 
loss is suffered by Sikkim because nothing substan-
tial is achieved for the local economy; not when only 
personal, housing or car loans are released or when 
loans go bad because none of these create opportu-
nities or more money. 

The challenge of drawing a line between objectionable 
material and freedom of expression online

how to challenge racism by listening 
to those who experience it

MohaN JYoTI DuTTa
theconversation.com

The terrorist attack in Christchurch 
was an expression of racist hatred 

that is being disseminated systemati-
cally across the globe by some media, 
think tanks and grassroots groups.

To actively challenge and disman-
tle racism, we need to create commu-
nication platforms for people who 
experience it. At the Center for Cul-
ture-centered Approach to Research 
and Evaluation (CARE), we have de-
veloped an activist-in-residence pro-
gramme as a framework for moving 
voices from the margins to the centre.

This month, Māori activist Tame 
Iti completed his residency.
GloBal NeTWoRK of RaCIST IS-
laMoPhoBIa

The Christchurch terror attack 
is a manifestation of Islamophobia, 
cultivated by images, disinforma-
tion and false narratives that are 
anchored in the portrayal of a Mus-
lim threat to civilisations, especially 
western civilisations.

An entire industry has built up to 
manufacture and amplify hate. It is 
funded by a small network of founda-
tions, political interests and private 
donors. They profit from the circula-
tion of hate and propel Islamophobia 
for political and economic gains.

Hate generates ratings. It captures 
viewers, justifies neocolonial policies 
and spawns an entire industry of hate 
products such as video games and music 
videos. Individual acts of racist violence 
have to be seen within this wider context.

MaNufaCTuRING a ThReaT
The attack is part of a global net-

work of racist terror that is often 
legitimised by the structures of the 
state. We need to examine the close 
relationship between donors and 
political parties and grassroots right-
wing groups that circulate hatred to-
ward Muslims.

Media images are rife with racist 
narratives of the Muslim threat, often 
juxtaposed with narratives of threats 
posed by migrants and refugees.

The alleged perpetrator of the 
Christchurch attack referred to US 
President Donald Trump as an inspi-
ration for the fight to protect white 
supremacy. This offers an insight into 
the global reach of the Islamophobia 
industry. In several speeches on his 
campaign trail, Trump amplified the 
trope of Sharia law, stating that Mus-
lims would have to denounce their 
commitment to Sharia before being 
granted immigration visas to the US.

Similarly, politicians of various 
right-wing parties across western 
democracies have routinely circulat-
ed the image of the Muslim migrant 
threatening western civilisation. In 
the US, groups such as ACT for Amer-
ica, led by Brigette Gabriel with over 
750,000 members, manufacture the 
threat of the Muslim “other” to orga-
nise communities around hatred of 
Islam. The group positions itself as a 
national security organisation, draw-
ing up accounts of unwed Muslim mi-
grant and refugee men who threaten 
white purity and exaggerating links 
between the influx of Muslim refu-

gees and the threat of rape. Similarly, 
the image of the Muslim terrorist is 
often deployed as a heuristic for cul-
tivating the fear of Muslims.
The effeCTS of haTReD

The effects of racism are docu-
mented in a substantive body of re-
search. A study comparing reliance 
on media versus personal contact 
for information about Muslims found 
that media spread stereotypes, nega-
tive emotions and support for harm-
ful policies. The opposite was found 
for those who relied on personal con-
tact to learn about Muslims.

The study also observed that 
perceptions of Muslims as aggres-
sive were associated with support 
for public policies harming Muslims, 
including military action in Muslim 
countries and restricting civil liber-
ties of Muslims. Similar studies have 
observed that white Americans who 
rely on media as the primary source 
of information about African Amer-
icans – as opposed to personal con-
tact – are more likely to express ste-
reotypical beliefs and hold prejudi-
cial attitudes.

In our own ethnographic work 
with African Americans in Gary, Indi-
ana, we have documented the effects 
of racist attitudes and behaviours on 
the well-being of communities of co-
lour. Racist discourse not only creates 
continued stress for people of co-
lour, but has a direct impact through 
threats of violence. The colonial con-
text of New Zealand is embedded in 
racist ideology that has an impact on 
the health and well-being of Māori.

Images of the Muslim “other” help 
sell entertainment programmes and 
video games, political campaigns cul-
tivating the narrative of “white geno-
cide” and weapons and new technolo-
gies sold by the arms industry.
TRaNSfoRMING ISlaMoPhoBIa 
ThRouGh VoICe

Our research suggests that giving 
voice to people who experience rac-
ism forms the basis for a transforma-
tion of racist and colonialist struc-
tures. A commitment to challenging 
the industry of hatred targeting Mus-
lims requires regulation and demo-
cratic processes. Everyday forms of 
normalised Islamophobia need to be 
challenged as much as extremist ar-
ticulations of “white genocide”.

Acknowledging racism is the first 
step toward countering hate. New 
Zealand’s Prime Minister Jacinda 
Ardern responded to the attacks by 
saying “this is not us”. But we can only 
have a conversation about racism if 
we acknowledge the white privilege 
that enables and upholds it.

We need to create opportunities 
for face-to-face interactions with 
Muslims in societies that often nor-
malise racism. This means listening 
to voices that express the uncomfort-
able experiences of racism.

Recognising the links between 
racism toward Muslims, immigrants 
and indigenous peoples is the first 
step toward dismantling it and be-
ginning a process of decolonising an-
ti-racist interventions.

[the writer is Dean’s Chair 
Professor, Massey University]

PhIlIPPa SMITh
theconversation.com

When it comes to debates about free speech 
that needs to be protected and hate speech 

that needs to be legislated, the idiom of “drawing 
the line” is constantly referenced by politicians, 
journalists and academics.

It has surfaced again as New Zealanders strug-
gle to comprehend the abhorrence of the Christ-
church terror attack and the issues surrounding 
the online publication of the alleged perpetrator’s 
manifesto, now declared objectionable by New 
Zealand’s chief censor.
leGISlaTIoN IN The DIGITal aGe

When it comes to drawing a line between hate 
speech and matters of public interest, several 
country-specific laws apply. Some legislation, such 
as Ireland’s 1989 Prohibition of Incitement To Ha-
tred Act is very particular. In other countries, hate 
speech is covered more broadly under criminal or 
penal codes or human rights laws such as those 
held by Denmark, Germany and New Zealand.

Following the Christchurch terror attack, there 
have been calls for New Zealand to introduce specific 
hate speech laws. But in a digital age, with its blurring 
of national boundaries in virtual spaces, it is proving 
a challenge to come to any consensus on what is, and 
what is not, acceptable online behaviour. 

The academic world demonstrates the diversi-
ty of negative online behaviours through the many 
descriptors that are emerging in scholarly works. 
Research has focused on topics such as dangerous 
speech, excitable speech, offensive speech, extremist 
discourse, cyber bullying, trolling, doxing and flaming.

These negative online behaviours offer poten-
tial outlets for online hate and abuse that can be 
amplified through wide dissemination via the in-
ternet. More subtle ways of distributing hateful 
language have surfaced through deliberate disin-
formation, fake news and information laundering. 
It is no surprise that the so-called “line” between 
hate speech and free speech is problematic.
a ThIN, GReY lINe

The task force on internet hate, under the aus-
pices of the Interparliamentary Coalition for Com-

bating Antisemitism, notes that when it comes to 
hate speech “the line is very grey and difficult to 
interpret”. The European Commissioner, Věra Jou-
rová, stated last year that the line between prohib-
iting hate speech and censorship on the internet 
was “very thin”.

Tech companies have also taken up the idiom, as 
YouTube’s harassment and cyber bullying policy at 
one stage appealed to users to “[r]espect people’s 
opinions online but know when it crosses the line”.

These examples highlight a key issue of the 
online hate speech/free speech debate. Actually 
knowing when this figurative line has been crossed 
has become far more complex to interpret and even 
more challenging to manage.
Who GeTS To PuSh DeleTe

Historically, tech companies have been reluc-
tant to take responsibility for user-generated con-
tent that appears on their platforms. They argued 
their point in favour of freedom of expression.

Some governments have clearly had enough 
of online toxicity and called on companies such 
as Facebook, Google and Twitter to intervene and 
take down offensive material. These include Ger-
many and the network enforcement law (NetzDG) 
its government implemented in 2018. It is the most 
rigorous legislation so far. Companies risk a fine if 
they fail to take down offending material.

The UK government has been preparing a 
white paper to support its intention to legislate 
to improve online safety, and in France President 
Emmanuel Macron last year called for the larger 
internet platforms to be liable for publishing “hate 
content”. New Zealand is the most recent nation to 
lambast Facebook for enabling the livestreaming 
of the Christchurch massacre – though it has little 
power to enforce any action.

Free speech advocates are wary about any 
moves that dictate who controls the delete button. 
Whether it relies on government legislation or the 
humans and algorithms employed by tech compa-
nies, the decision-making process as to what con-
tent classifies as “extremist, hateful and illegal” is 
problematic and may impinge on free speech.

Other concerns about internet interference 
prevail. This includes the potential sanitising of 

the world once all the “bad stuff” has been taken 
down, or the “chilling effect” where people are 
reluctant to have their voices heard online be-
cause of speech-restricting laws that may result 
in their prosecution.
CouNTeRING haTe

Deciding where to draw the line between inter-
net hate and free speech will be an ongoing exercise 
because online hate can take so many forms and be 
interpreted in different ways. Perhaps it is time to 
broaden our thinking when it comes to responding 
to hate speech.

It may be that this “drawing the line” idiom 
needs to be reconsidered. After all, it dates back to 
the late 1700s and relates to the actual drawing of 
boundaries in the game of tennis or to the separa-
tion of opposition parties in parliament to prevent 
sword fights.

We need to pay greater attention to educating 
the public on how to counter negative online be-
haviour. Empowering people to take up effective 
counter-speech initiatives would be a first step in 
the battle against hate.

A number of academics, including myself, are 
developing various taxonomies of counter-speech 
initiatives to see what might be most effective. 
Susan Benesch, the director of the Dangerous 
Speech Project, says that critiquing a poster of 
inflammatory material in a “civil and productive” 
way can work and, in some cases, lead an offend-
er to apologise. Certainly, presenting counter ar-
guments through discussion groups or websites 
can serve to delegitimise those arguments that 
express hateful ideologies. When this occurs in a 
public online space it also exposes counter argu-
ments to a wider audience.

Meanwhile a number of organisations such as 
the Anti-defamation League in the US, the Online 
Hate Institute in Australia and the No Hate Speech 
movement in Europe have developed various tools 
and educational resources, including training ses-
sions for bloggers, journalists and activists. These 
aim to educate people of all ages to apply critical 
skills to counteract online hate.

[the writer is Senior Lecturer in English and 
New Media, Auckland University of Technology]
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FIeldwork  REflEctIoNS

RoNGNYoo lePCha

The continuation of traditions are en-
trusted from one generation to the 
other but with every generation a 

part of it dies out to adjust with the new 
growing environment around it.  Each 
field visit reminds of this harsh truth as 
most answers that I get is “our grandpar-
ents used to tell us many sto-
ries, but we did not paid much 
attention now they are no 
more and so for the stories….” 
I could see hint of regret in the 
involuntary laughter which 
was in response to the realisa-
tion of what they had lost.

Stories are transferred 
from generation to generation 
where grandparents impart 
it as oral tradition. Today the 
children go to school from a 
young age leave their homes, 
to receive higher education 
eventually venture out of the 
villages to cities and when the 
come back the older genera-
tion would have been perished 
away already. This creates a 
chain of incomplete links and 
as the generation grow they 
have nothing to impart to their 
children and grandchildren 
but ghost of memories.

I myself have conjured incomplete 
memories, small versions of oral tradi-
tion from my grandparents as it was that 
will it we lived with three of my grand-
father’s sisters, and they had refused 
to marry to build the foundation of the 
family. Of course living with three strict 
grandmothers (grandfather’s sisters) 
came with its own price but what it gave 
in exchange was priceless. Realisation of 
course came only after they were all gone

They would tell me tales of Jyamphee 
Mung (Yeti) even today the Lepchas fear 
this creature, people are warned not to 
whistle in forest as it was the language of 
Jyamphee Mung. These tales suggested 
the coexistence of the community and the 
mung often a bittersweet relationship. Tall 
human like appearance, with fur to cover 

its whole body often described of having 
a brownish hue. Though there were no 
particular details of how its face looked 
like. It could travel with the wind, swift 
and could shape shift and take a human 
form, its real appearances only came out 
during its deep slumber as a changed back 
to its true form. One of the tales state that 
a great-great grandmother of the clan was 
taken by the Jyamphee Mung as his bride, 
in exchange it would work on the fields of 

the bride’s family. Other stories state how 
it caused trouble for hunters in the forest 
and for people who gathered wild edibles. 
One such tale was of the time when my 
grandmothers (grandfather’s sisters) and 
my grandfather were visiting a hot spring 
near the borders of Nepal in their youth. 
As they travels by foot one of the porters 
carrying their luggage  whistled along the 
way and suddenly the weather changed, 
winds started blowing hard and then they 
heard it, a sharp whistle from the other 
side. Once from far beyond the mountains 

and then they heard it again this 
time it was much closer. Being 
brought up with the stories of 
the Jyamphee Mung my grand-
parents knew what was coming, 
they instinctively ran back. The 
porters ran along with them in 
the hustle they left behind all 
the belongings.  As they ran my 
grandfather injured his foot on a 
sharp stone, the scar and memo-
ries of which he took to his grave.

The education system has 
taught us about the concept of 
superstition, though initially in-
dulging us in glass slippers and 
magic mirrors, in Wonderland 
and big bad wolves, fairy tales 
from beyond the mountains. A 
paradox I have difficulty un-
derstanding sometimes. As the 
modern world view would of-
ten tag please tales as stories 
and superstition the score scar 
on my grandfather’s foot sole 

stands witness the past event and tells a 
different story

Most admired the beauty of rainbow, a 
bridge between heaven and earth they say 
in some cultures. But I have heard of en-
counters that changed my perspective of 
them one day as my second grandmother 
was out to gather fodder she came across 
a spring and as it had just stopped raining 
there was a rainbow which seems to have 
been coming out from the spring, mesmer-

ised she went a little closer to examine and 
before she knew she felt tiny droplets of 
water touching her body going in a spher-
ical movement around her. She ran, but no 
matter what it would not let her go, so she 
opened her namrek (belt) which was the 

only resort to get rid of such situations as 
she had learnt from her grandmother.

They have many tales form different 
villages each unique and particular to the 
area they live in, including the environ-
ment around them, which is then set in 
their cognition. There are tales of giant hu-
man eating taluk (frog) in Saleem Pakeel, 
(Dzongu, North Sikkim) which eat men 
who ventured too close to its nest, loosing 
many subjects the Chogyal (Tibetan word 
for ‘Dharma king’) sent his army to kill the 
frog. Its corpse taken back to the palace as 
proof of the monster. Another one again of 
a man eating queen, who took men and eat 
them until there was just one left, the one 
who was able to defeat the queen at last, 
almost similar to Bilquis the queen of She-

ba and the myths relating her. 
These tales we seem just a bedtime 

story meant for children, well some of 
them are, but there are also people who 
have lived experiences and faced these 
incidences which later turned into sto-

ries. Every culture hold stories and peo-
ple who have witnessed the stories actu-
ally taking place.

With the fading link between gener-
ations these tales are in danger of com-
pletely vanishing away not only do these 
tales entertain but also provide a whole 
other world view and a deeper under-
standing of the communities. All this 
while we have been blaming westerniza-
tion and development as the main culprits 
behind our perishing traditions, but let’s 
take time also to blame ourselves for igno-
rance. We can only preserve these tales by 
documenting them for future generation 
so they do not give up the ghost and regret 
upon the irony changing world and the 
fading oral traditions. 

the Fading link

Ballot paper in braille for visually 
impaired Meghalaya voters

Shillong, March 30 (PTI): The Elec-
tion Commission has made arrange-
ments to issue braille-enabled ballot 
papers at all polling booths in the state, 
as part of its efforts to ensure wider 
participation of voters in the upcoming 
Lok Sabha elections, Chief Electoral Of-
ficer F R Kharkongor said.

The EC initiative, a first in Megha-
laya, will facilitate more than 800 visu-
ally impaired electorates to vote by a 
secret ballot, he said.

“We are making preparations to 
make the election more inclusive We 
have already mapped over 4,500 per-
sons with disabilities to ensure that 
they get priority at the polling booths,” 
Kharkongor told PTI on Friday.

The ballot paper pasted on the elec-
tronic voting machines (EVMs) will 
have the names and symbol of candi-
dates in braille alphabets, he added.

Welcoming the move, the visually 
challenged voters in the state said the 
initiative will ensure that they get to 
cast votes independently, without hav-
ing to depend on anyone.

Bertha Dkhar, who has “never let 
her disability come in the way of her re-
sponsibilities as a citizen” of the coun-
try, urged every visually impaired voter 
to take advantage of the new ballot pa-
per. “I used to take my confidant with 
me every time to the polling booth, as 

I found it difficult to locate the buttons 
and the serial numbers of the candi-
dates. This time, I hope things will be 
different,” Dkhar, who works as a senior 
coordinator for education at NGO Beth-
any Society, told PTI.

Carmo Noronha, the executive di-
rector of the NGO, also lauded the effort 
of the Election Commission.

“Persons with disability have been 
asking for something like this for a long 
time. We laud the efforts of the Election 
Commission. We are encouraging all 
differently abled persons to cast their 
votes,” he said.

Kharkongor, while talking to PTI, 
also said that the state election depart-
ment is encouraging youths and per-
sons with disabilities to come out and 
vote, as part of its campaign ‘No Voter 
to Be Left Behind’.

Accordingly, the social welfare de-
partment has asked all community re-
source workers to be present at poll 
booths to assist the aged and the differ-
ently abled, he stated.

The election department, in close 
coordination with the Meghalaya Deaf 
Association, has also imparted train-
ing on sign languages to booth-level 
officials, the CEO said, adding that the 
department has recently launched a 
queue management app to ensure easy 
and hassle-free voting.

NDA govt committed to 
Assam Accord: Modi

Moran, Mar 30 (PTI): 
Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi Saturday asserted 
that the NDA government 
is committed to the As-
sam Accord and mulling 
granting Scheduled Tribe 
(ST) status to six commu-
nities in the state.

The Assam Accord 
provides for deportation 
of all illegal immigrants 
who entered Assam after 
March 1971, irrespective 
of their religion.

The Centre is trying 
its best to implement the 
Assam Accord that was 
suspended by the Con-
gress, Modi said.

“We have made ef-
forts to protect the peo-
ple of Assam, its culture 
and interests. The NDA 
is seriously considering 
granting ST status to six 
communities -- Tai Ahom, 
Muttock, Moran, Chutiya, 
Koch Rajbongshis and 
the tea tribes,” he said. 
Lashing out at opposition 
Congress, he said Assam, 
where only 40 per cent 
homes had power and 
gas connections till sev-
eral decades after inde-
pendence, now has elec-
tricity and cooking fuel in 
almost every home. “The 
way you have supported 
me, blessed me, it has 
boosted my confidence 
to do better work for the 
underprivileged, poor 
and the tribal population. 
Barring the Congress and 
the terrorists, everybody 
is happy with the BJP 
government,” Modi said.

Listing his govern-
ment’s achievements, he 
said over five lakh people 
in Assam have been given 
homes by the NDA govt, 
27 lakh families have re-

ceived health insurance 
of Rs 5 lakh each and 
farmers have been given 
aid to take care of their 
regular expenses.

Addressing the tea 
belt communities, Modi, 
who used to sell tea at 
a railway station in his 
early years, said “only a 
‘chaiwala’ (tea seller) can 
understand the pain of 
fellow ‘chailwalas’”.

“The NDA govern-
ment has taken initiatives 
to open bank accounts 
for tea garden workers. 
Lakhs of families in the 
tea belt have received 
Rs 5,000 as aid in two 
instalments, the govern-
ment has also decided 
to provide free rice and 
two kilograms of sugar to 
four lakh families in the 
tea belt,” he said.

“This ‘chaiwala’ is 
committed to improve 
the condition of the tea 
gardens and its people 
in both Assam and West 
Bengal,” he added.

Modi also asserted 
that the northeast has 
the power to become a 
new India’s energy hub 
and the government is 
working hard to develop 
the region to realise this 
dream. The prime min-
ister, who paid tribute 
to legendary musician 
Bhupen Hazarika prior 
to his speech, said, “The 
government is commit-
ted to protect the rights, 
culture and interests of 
the indigenous people of 
this region”.

Polling for the 14 Lok 
Sabha seats in Assam will 
be held in three phases 
on April 11, 18, 23. The 
results will be declared 
on May 23.

Non-fixation of minimum wages, closed 
gardens main poll issues  in Bengal tea belt

Kolkata, Mar 30 (PTI): 
Non-fixation of minimum 
wages for workers and 
closed tea gardens are 
the main poll issues in 
West Bengal’s tea belt 
where the Lok Sabha 
elections will be held in 
the first two phases.

The tea belt is locat-
ed in Terai and Dooars 
region of north Bengal 
where 3 lakh odd per-
manent workers are 
employed in around 300 
gardens. The Terai and 
Dooars region compris-
es Jalpaiguri, Alipurduar, 
Darjeeling and Coochbe-
har districts of West Ben-
gal and a part of Assam.

Polling in Coochbe-
har and Alipurduar seats 
would be held on April 
11 while Jalpaiguri, Dar-
jeeling and Raiganj con-
stituencies would go to 

polls on April 18.
Trade union leaders 

who owe allegiance to 
various political parties 
said they have been de-
manding implementa-
tion of minimum wages 
in the tea gardens for 
long but the issue has not 
been resolved.

Tea industry sources 
said the issue was delib-
erated at length in the 
minimum wage advisory 
committee formed by the 
state government, but it 
has not been finalised.

Submissions to the 
advisory board on min-
imum wage had been 
made by both the em-
ployers and trade unions, 
and now the ball is in the 
court of the government, 
the sources said.

Ziaul Alam, conve-
nor of the joint forum of 

29 trade unions in the 
tea belt spearheaded by 
the CITU, alleged that 
the Trinamool Congress 
government “betrayed” 
the sentiments of the tea 
workers by not giving 
them minimum wages.

Sources said the larg-
est tea growing state, As-
sam, had also not decided 
on the implementation of 
minimum wages.

“Taking a cue from 
this, the government of 
West Bengal has adopt-
ed a wait and watch ap-
proach,” the sources said.

Alam said, “The over-
all economic situation in 
the tea gardens was not 
healthy and the workers 
were unable to strike a 
balance between income 
and expenditure due to 
rising prices of essential 
items of daily use.” 

Sacked BSf jawan to contest 
lS polls from Varanasi

Chandigarh, Mar 30 
(PTI): The BSF consta-
ble who was dismissed 
in 2017 after he post-
ed a video online com-
plaining about the food 
served to the troops has 
said he would take on 
Prime Minister Nar-
endra Modi in his Va-
ranasi constituency in 
Uttar Pradesh.

“I will contest against 
Prime Minister Narendra 

Modi from Varanasi con-
stituency as an indepen-
dent candidate,” Tej Ba-
hadur Yadav told report-
ers in Rewari, Haryana 
on Friday.

Yadav said he want-
ed to contest the polls to 
eliminate corruption in 
the forces. “I had raised 
the issue of corruption 
but I was sacked. My 
first objective will be to 
strengthen and eliminate 

corruption in the forces,” 
he said.

Yadav had uploaded 
a video on social media 
in 2017, complaining 
that poor quality food 
was being served to the 
troops in icy, mountain-
ous region along the 
Line of Control in Jam-
mu and Kashmir.

He was later dis-
missed on the charge of 
indiscipline.
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Saina second highest in 
first quarter earnings

New Delhi, Mar 30 (PTI): 
London Olympics bronze 
medallist Saina Nehwal 
has the second highest 
earnings in women’s sin-
gles in the first quarter of 
the new season.

The 28-year-old from 
Hyderabad, a winner of 
the Indonesia Masters, 
semifinalist at Malaysia 
Masters and quarter-
finalist at All England 
Championship, saw USD 
36,825 added to her ca-
reer earnings.

Reigning All England 
Champion Chen Yufei 
(USD 86,325) of China 
holds the top position in 
the highest earnings list 
in women’s singles, while 
Chinese Taipei’s world 
no 1 Tai Tzu Ying is in 
third place with an earn-
ing of USD 36,100.

Olympic silver med-
allist P V Sindhu, who 
crashed out in the open-
ing round of the USD 
1,000,000 All England 
Championship, will hope 
to improve her standing 
with a title win at the on-
going USD 350,000 India 
Open and grab a prize 
money of USD 24,500.

In men’s singles, Ken-
to Momota, who cliched 
the German Open and 

the All England while 
finished runner-up at 
the Indonesia Masters, 
tops the list after add-
ing USD 94,550 to his 
career earnings.

The next highest sin-
gles earner is Denmark’s 
Viktor Axelsen with USD 
44,150.

Saina is placed fourth 
the HSBC Race to Guang-
zhou Rankings, while 
Axelsen leads the HSBC 
Race to Guangzhou 
Rankings, just ahead of 
Momota.

The top eight players 

and pairs at the end of 
the season will qualify 
for the HSBC BWF World 
Tour Finals in December.

Top five earners:
Women’s Sin-

gles: 1.Chen Yufei 
US$86,325, 2.Saina Ne-
hwal US$36,825, 3.Tai 
Tzu Ying US$36,100, 
4.Ratchanok Intanon 
US$35,050, 5.Carolina 
Marin US$26,600.

Men’s Singles: 1.Ken-
to Momota US$94,550, 
2.Viktor Axelsen 
US$44,150, 3.Shi Yuqi 
US$28,575, 4.Son Wan 

Ho US$27,250, 5.Anders 
Antonsen US$27,250.

Men’s Doubles: 1.Mo-
hammad Ahsan/Hendra 
Setiawan US$44,850 
(each), 2.Marcus Fernal-
di Gideon/Kevin Sanjaya 
Sukamuljo US$28,150, 
3.Aaron Chia/Soh Wooi 
Yik US$20,775, 4.Fajar 
Alfian/Muhammad Rian 
Ardianto US$14,850, 
5.Takeshi Kamura/Keigo 
Sonoda US$12,387.

Women’s Doubles: 
1.Chen Qingchen/Jia Yi-
fan US$39,356, 2.Mayu 
M a t s u m o t o / Wa k a n a 

Nagahara US$23,450, 
3.Yuki Fukushima/Say-
aka Hirota US$21,875, 
4.Misaki Matsutomo/Aya-
ka Takahashi US$19,625, 
5.Greysia Polii/Apriyani 
Rahayu US$12,768.

Mixed Doubles: 
1.Zheng Siwei/Huang Ya-
qiong US$50,825, 2.Yuta 
Watanabe/Arisa Higash-
ino US$34,318, 3.De-
chapol Puavaranukroh/
Sapsiree Taerattanachai 
US$13,825, 4.Chan Peng 
Soon/Goh Liu Ying 
US$12,450, 5.Tontowi 
Ahmad US$10,712.

Akhil lands 
spot in Aston 
Martin racing 
driver academy
New Delhi, Mar 30 
(PTI): Young Indian rac-
er Akhil Rabindra has 
been selected by the As-
ton Martin Racing (AMR) 
Young Driver Racing 
Academy for training and 
assessment, which pres-
ents him a chance to earn 
a reserve driver role with 
the team in 2020.

The 22-year-old In-
dian is the only Asian 
amongst 23 elite young 
drivers picked from 
across the world. The 
drivers were selected by 
a group of judges that 
included three-time Le 
Mans 24 Hours winner 
Darren Turner (GB), FIA 
World Endurance Cham-
pionship drivers Jonny 
Adam (GB) and Maxime 
Martin (BEL) as well as 
Aston Martin Racing team 
principal Paul Howarth.

The best performer 
of the year will earn a re-
serve driver role in 2020 
with the factory Aston 
Martin Racing team.

Akhil was also chosen 
from Asia Pacific region 
for the prestigious FIA In-
stitute Young Drivers Ex-
cellence Academy in 2014 
and then in 2017 when he 
was the only Indian to be 
selected by the McLaren 
GT Driver Academy.

“Being the only In-
dian and Asian in this 
group of elite drivers 
gives me a rush of ex-
citement and pride to 
be a representative of 
my country as well as 
my continent to embark 
on this very prestigious 
journey. I look forward to 
a great season of learning 
and success,” said Akh-
il. The selection process 
for AMR Driver Academy 
was a mix of interviews, 
simulator and fitness 
tests. The academy driv-
ers will now continue to 
be evaluated in their cho-
sen GT3 and GT4 cham-
pionships throughout 
2019 along with off the 
track assessments. 

Golf phenom Li out of Augusta 
National Women’s Amateur

Washington, Mar 30 
(afP): Teenage golf-
er Lucy Li, the sev-
enth-ranked amateur 
woman in the world, has 
withdrawn from the in-
augural Augusta National 
Women’s Amateur with 
an undisclosed injury.

Tournament offi-
cials announced that 
Li, along with Alex 
Melton, have pulled 
out of the event, a 
54-hole tournament 

whose final round will 
be played at Augusta Na-
tional before Masters week.

Li, 16, shot to prom-
inence at the 2014 US 
Women’s Open when 
she became the young-
est player to qualify for 
the championship at the 
age of 11.

In February, the US 
Golf Association ruled 
that she could keep her 
amateur status despite 
the fact that her appear-

ance in an Apple Watch 
advertising campaign 
breached golf’s rules on 
amateur status.

The USGA said it took 
into account Li’s age and 
the fact that she received 
no compensation in opt-
ing to issue a warning.

Augusta National 
said that Americans 
Jessica Yuen and Kaylee 
Benton had accepted in-
vitations to compete in 
the tournament.

Pakistanis seek world record in ancient sport of tent-pegging
Tulamba, Mar 30 (afP): Traditional drum-
beats and melodious shahnai flutes are 
drowned out by thundering hooves in the 
small Pakistani city of Tulamba, as riders 
pound down a dusty track seeking world re-
cord glory in the ancient sport of tent-pegging.

Riders in bright costumes drive their lanc-
es into the targets, wooden pegs embedded in 
the dry ground, their aim sometimes obscured 
by the dust kicked up by other competitors.

The cavalry sport requires a mounted 
horseman to pierce and pick up a peg from the 
ground at a full gallop.

“This is the sport of young lions,” local pol-
itician Shaukat Hayat Bosan told AFP. “For this 
sport not only a good horse but a good rider is 
also necessary.”

This year’s event organised by the Muham-
madiya Hyderia Sultania Awan Club in Tulam-
ba, held on Wednesday, aimed to be a little dif-
ferent: organisers claim they used it to set six 
world records. Admittedly, organiser Shahzada 

Sultan Muhammad Ali said, there had been no 
mention of tent pegging in the Guinness Book 

of World Records previously. But, he told the 
crowd, they established a record for 120 hors-

es reaching the finish line in 166 seconds, and 
for uprooting 90 tent pegs at once, among oth-
ers. They are awaiting final confirmation from 
Guinness officials.

Organisers hope the bid will draw much-need-
ed international attention to the sport. Popular 
for centuries on the sub-continent, tent-pegging 
has become a dying pastime in Pakistan, mainly 
kept alive in wealthy Punjab province.

There it remains part of cultural celebra-
tions in urban areas, where riders dress up in 
traditional waistcoats and turbans of vibrant 
colors while horses are fitted with shining 
saddles. Muhammad Sohail, one of the partici-
pants in Tulamba, took the opportunity to call 
for more support for the sport.

“We are promoting this sport on our own,” 
he said, calling on the Pakistani government 
to help. In 2018 Pakistan qualified for the first 
time in a decade to participate in the tent-peg-
ging World Cup held in the UAE. A total of 12 
teams participated in the event.

Srikanth seals final spot at India Open

New Delhi, Mar 30 
(PTI): Former champion 
Kidambi Srikanth broke 
a 17-month long drought 
by reaching the finals of 
the USD 350,000 India 
Open after prevailing in 
a three-game thriller in 
the men’s singles compe-
tition here Saturday.

Srikanth had entered 
the finals of Common-
wealth Games last year 
but he failed to reach 
the summit clash in any 
BWF superseries or BWF 
World Tour tournament 
since his French Open 
win in October, 2017.

The 26-year-old from 
Guntur eked out a 14-21 
21-16 21-19 triumph over 
China’s Huang yuxiang in 

an engrossing semifinal. 
He will face either second 
seed Viktor Axelsen or In-
dia’s Parupalli Kashyap in 
the final. “It’s been really 
long since I reached a final. 
I’m just happy to be here, 
playing the final again,” 
Srikanth said.

“I was trailing in the 
decided and I am happy 
to pull it off. I’m happy 
to come back in the sec-
ond. It was about keeping 
the shuttle in. The crowd 
kept me going.”

Srikanth used his flat 
tosses and deep lifts to 
engage his rival into ral-
lies but Huang was also 
up to the task before 
the Indian managed to 
hold on a 11-10 lead at 

the first break. The duel 
continued before the Chi-
nese moved to a 18-14 
lead after the Indian lost 
a few points at the net. 
Srikanth saved two game 
points with a cross court 
smash and a precise net 
shot before hitting wide 
to lose the first game.

In the second, Sri-
kanth came on his own, 
opening up a 8-4 lead 
after playing some ex-
ceptional strokes. Two 
smashes took him to the 
11-4 mark at the interval.

The Indian continued 
to dominate the proceed-
ings after the breather 
and roared back into the 
contest when the Chi-
nese hit the net.

In the decider, Sri-
kanth was a step ahead 
initially but a wrong line 
call, a smash going wide 
and a net error allowed 
the Chinese to make it 
8-7. The Indian, however, 
ensured a slender 11-10 
lead at the break.

After the change of 
sides, Srikanth construct-
ed the rallies but ended 
up hitting wide and long 
to fall behind 15-17.

A precise on-the-line 
smash helped him to 
draw parity 18-18. He 
pounced on to a weak 
return and then grabbed 
two match points after 
Huang hit wide. The Chi-
nese saved one before 
hitting the net.

Tiger, McIlroy advance to knockout 
showdown at WGC Match Play

Warner looks to continue run 
riot as Sunrisers face RCB

Hyderabad, Mar 30 
(PTI): David Warner will 
be keen to continue the 
good show on his road 
to redemption when a 
confident Sunrisers Hy-
derabad take on a strug-
gling Royal Challengers 
Bangalore (RCB) in an 
IPL game here on Sunday.

Despite Sanju Samson 
scoring an unbeaten 102 
not out, Warner (69 off 
37 balls) helped Sunris-
ers chase down a mam-
moth 199-run target for 
an impressive five-wicket 
win, their first of the sea-
son, here on Friday night 
in a high-scoring contest 
against Rajasthan Royals.

After the match, War-
ner claimed that it wasn’t 
the easiest of wickets to 

bat on and praised Sam-
son for his efforts. He, 
however, said the condi-
tions could be different 
on Sunday as it would be 
an afternoon start.

The Aussie open-
er would be looking to 
make the most of the ear-
ly start and put runs on 
the board again.

Besides Warner, Jon-
ny Bairstow (45 off 28) 
and Vijay Shankar (35 off 
15) batted well too. After 
Warner and Bairstow set 
up an ideal platform by 
adding 110 in the first 10 
overs, Shankar continued 
in the same vein, not let-
ting the momentum slip 
even once during the run 
chase.

In the end, Rashid 

Khan hit a four and a six 
off Jofra Archer’s succes-
sive balls to take Sunris-
ers home in 19 overs.

And come Sunday, 
Sunrisers batting unit 
would like to repeat the 
show against a low on 
confidence RCB.

RCB are yet to regis-
ter a win from their two 
outings so far and they 
would be desperate to 
turn things around. But 
it won’t be easy for them 
as the Sunrisers will have 
the home advantage.

While RCB were all 
out for 70 in the first 
game against Chennai 
Super Kings, they failed 
to chase down 187 
against Mumbai Indians 
at home. 

Washington, Mar 30 
(afP) Three-time tour-
nament winner Tiger 
Woods rallied to defeat 
Patrick Cantlay 4&2, ad-
vancing to an electrifying 
knockout match against 
Rory McIlroy at the WGC-
Match Play Champion-
ship. The 14-time major 
champion holed out from 
82 yards for eagle at the 
par-4 13th in his fight-
back to book his duel 
with McIlroy, who beat 
England’s Matthew Fitz-
patrick 4&2 to finish an 
unbeaten group run.

“It’s exciting for the 
tournament. I’m sure it’s 
going to be exciting for 
us,” McIlroy said. “I feel 
good about my game. I’m 
going to stick with my 
game plan and not look 
at him until I have to near 
the end.” A showdown 
of the world’s 64 top-
ranked golfers at Austin 
(Texas) Country Club fea-
tured three days of group 
matches to decide 16 play-
ers for weekend knockout 
matches that will deter-
mine a champion.

Woods, seeded 13th, 
will meet fourth-seeded 
McIlroy of Northern Ire-
land in the round of 16 
on Saturday morning. 
They have never met in 

a match-play test in Ry-
der Cup singles or WGC 
Match Play competition.

“I’ll be ready,” Woods 
said. Four-time major 
winner McIlroy, who 
could complete a Ca-
reer Grand Slam at the 
Masters in two weeks, 
has never trailed in any 
match and dropped only 
three holes in as many 
matches this week.

“I got up early and 
played some good golf 
on the front nine,” McIl-
roy said. “I got scrappy 
toward the end but I’m 
through and I’m looking 
forward to tomorrow.”

Former world num-
ber one Woods, a 14-time 
major champion, split his 
first two matches and 
needed a victory plus a 
loss by Brandt Snedeker 
to reach the weekend 
from his all-American 
group. Aaron Wise led 
after every hole in rout-
ing Snedeker 6&4 and 
Woods took care of the 
rest with an impressive 
fightback, showing the 
form that helped him win 
WGC Match Play titles in 
2003, 2004 and 2008.

Woods made bo-
geys at the par-5 sixth 
and par-4 eighth to fall 
2-down to Cantlay, who 

gave one back with a bo-
gey at nine. Woods then 
reeled off three birdies 
and an eagle to win the 
next four holes for a 3-up 
edge, sinking a 21-foot 
birdie putt at the par-3 
11th and a six-footer at 
the par-5 12th, then hol-
ing out at 13 before curl-
ing home a 20-foot birdie 
putt at the par-4 14th.

“Patrick got a bad 
break at nine. I got a free 
hole there,” Woods said. 
“I tried to carry the mo-
mentum to the back nine. 
I made a big putt at 11 
and got it rolling from 
there.” At 13, he bounced 
his approach onto the 
green and saw the crowd 
erupt as the ball rolled 
into the cup.

“I was just trying to 
get it up close and next 
thing you know it falls 
in,” Woods said. “I’ll take 
it.” McIlroy gave a nod to 
his final-round duel with 
Woods at last year’s US PGA 
Tour Championship, where 
Woods captured his 80th 
career US PGA victory -- and 
first triumph in five years 
-- with a final-round surge 
while McIlroy struggled.

“I just hope I put up 
a better fight than I did 
in Atlanta last year,” 
McIlroy said.  
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Five killed in factory explosion in China

hundreds vaccinated after 
measles emergency in New York

Stranded baby elephants 
rescued by Thai rangers

Trump threatens to shut Mexico 
border - ‘not kidding around’

Palm Beach, Mar 30 
(aP): Threatening dras-
tic action against Mexico, 
President Donald Trump 
declared Friday he is like-
ly to shut down Ameri-
ca’s southern border next 
week unless Mexican 
authorities immediately 
halt all illegal immigra-
tion.  Such a severe move 
could hit the economies 
of both countries, but the 
president emphasized, “I 
am not kidding around.” 
“It could mean all trade” 
with Mexico, Trump said 
when questioned by re-
porters in Florida.

“We will close it for a 
long time.” 

Trump has been 
promising for more than 
two years to build a long, 
impenetrable wall along 
the border to stop ille-
gal immigration, though 
Congress has been re-
luctant to provide the 
money he needs. In the 
meantime, he has repeat-
edly threatened to close 
the border, but this time, 
with a new surge of mi-
grants heading north , he 
gave a definite timetable.

A substantial clo-
sure could have an es-
pecially heavy impact on 
cross-border communi-
ties from San Diego to 
South Texas, as well as 
supermarkets that sell 
Mexican produce, facto-
ries that rely on import-
ed parts, and other busi-
nesses across the U.S.

The US and Mexico 
trade about 1.7 billion in 
goods daily, according to 
the US Chamber of Com-
merce, which said closing 
the border would be “an 
unmitigated economic de-
bacle” that would threaten 
5 million American jobs.

Trump tweeted Fri-
day morning, “If Mexico 
doesn’t immediately stop 
ALL illegal immigration 
coming into the Unit-
ed States through our 
Southern Border, I will 
be CLOSING the Border, 
or large sections of the 
Border, next week.” 

In Florida, he didn’t 
qualify his threat with 
“or large sections,” stat-

ing: “There is a very good 
likelihood I’ll be closing 
the border next week, 
and that is just fine with 
me.”  He said several 
times that it would be 
“so easy” for Mexican 
authorities to stop immi-
grants passing through 
their country and trying 
to enter the US illegally, 
“but they just take our 
money and ‘talk.’” 

Homeland Security 
Secretary Kirstjen Niel-
sen suggested Trump was 
referring to the ongoing 
surge of mostly Central 
American families head-
ing north through Mex-
ico. Many people who 
cross the border illegally 

ultimately request asy-
lum under US law, which 
does not require asylum 
seekers to enter at an of-
ficial crossing.

Short of a widespread 
shutdown, Nielsen said 
the U.S. might close des-
ignated ports of entry to 
re-deploy staff to help 
process parents and chil-
dren. Ports of entry are 
official crossing points 
that are used by resi-
dents and commercial 
vehicles.

“If we have to close 
ports to take care of all 
of the numbers who are 
coming, we will do that,” 
Nielsen said. “So it’s on 
the table, but what we’re 

doing is a very struc-
tured process based on 
operational needs.” The 
White House did not 
immediately respond to 
questions about whether 
Trump’s possible action 
would apply to air travel.

Trump’s latest decla-
ration came after Mex-
ican President Andres 
Manuel Lopez Obrador 
said his country was do-
ing its part to fight mi-
grant smuggling. Crim-
inal networks charge 
thousands of dollars a 
person to move migrants 
through Mexico, increas-
ingly in large groups to-
ward remote sections of 
the border.

New York, Mar 30 (afP): 
A New York county which 
declared a state of emer-
gency over a measles 
outbreak is on the “right 
path” after administering 
hundreds of vaccinations 
in two days, the chief of 
the US district said on 
Friday. Under the emer-
gency, Rockland County 
banned non-vaccinated 
minors from public plac-
es in a bid to prevent the 
once-eliminated disease 
from spreading.

Planned for 30 days 
from midnight Wednes-
day, the emergency comes 
during a US surge in mea-
sles cases, linked to an an-
ti-vaccination movement. 
“We have already seen 
over 500 (new vaccina-
tions) in the last couple 
of days,” Rockland County 
Executive Ed Day said on 
CNBC TV.

“People simply un-
derstand now that we are 
serious about this,” add-
ed Day, whose district is 
25 miles (40 kilometers) 
north of downtown New 
York. “We believe we are 
on a right path now to get 
at least a 93 percent im-
munization rate with the 
first shot,” close to the 
level considered neces-
sary to end the outbreak.

Although measles 
was declared official-
ly eliminated from the 
United States in 2000, 
outbreaks have occurred 
in five states this year, 
according to the Centers 
for Disease Control and 
Prevention (CDC).

The outbreaks are 
linked to travelers who 
brought the illness back 
from other countries, 

and the majority of peo-
ple who got measles 
were unvaccinated, the 
CDC said. The World 
Health Organization has 
warned that the growing 
anti-vaccine movement in 
richer nations constitutes 
a top-10 global health 
threat. The phenomenon 
has adherents in several 
Western nations, includ-
ing Britain and France, but 
is particularly high pro-
file in the US.

Between January 1 
and March 21, there were 
314 cases of measles in 
the United States, the 
CDC said. Rockland Coun-
ty, with a population of 
more than 300,000, had 
registered 157 cases as 
of Friday.

Despite major vacci-
nation campaigns since 
the outbreak began in Oc-
tober, around 27 percent 
of minors aged one to 18 
in the county remained 

unvaccinated, Day said 
earlier in the week. The 
worst affected neighbor-
hoods are those with a 
high ultra-Orthodox Jew-
ish population, where 
many oppose vaccines on 
religious grounds.

Many vaccines are 
theoretically mandato-
ry for children to attend 
school in the United 
States. But 47 out of 50 
states allow exemptions 
on religious, moral, or 
personal grounds.

Washington state, 
in the country’s north-
west, in January declared 
a state of emergency over 
an outbreak of measles, an 
airborne infection causing 
fever, coughing and rashes 
that can be deadly in rare 
cases. Day on Friday called 
for a tightening of the 
school vaccination legisla-
tion and said a draft law to 
that effect was being dis-
cussed at the state level.

BY K J M VaRMa
Beijing, Mar 30 (PTI): 
An explosion caused 
by a gas leak ripped 
through a factory in Chi-
na’s Shandong Province, 
killing five persons and 
injuring three others, 
the second such inci-
dent in about a week.

The explosion hap-
pened at 9:35 pm (lo-
cal time) on Friday in 
a workshop of a per-
lite factory in the city 
of Qingzhou.

Five persons were 
killed and three were 
slightly injured outside 
the workshop, state-run 
Xinhua news agency re-
ported on Saturday.

The private factory 
owner was held by the 
local police. 

Initial investigation 
showed the accident 
was caused by a leak 
in a liquefied gas tank. 
Further investigation 
is underway.

The incident hap-

pened barely a week af-
ter one of China’s worst 
recent industrial blast, 
in which 78 people were 
killed and 600 others 
were injured from a 
chemical plant explosion 
in the fertilizer factory in 
Jiangsu province.

Following the acci-
dent, the Chinese gov-
ernment has ordered 
nationwide inspection 
of chemical industries to 
prevent large scale facto-
ry explosions.

Facebook to tighten 
live stream access 

after mosque attacks

Five killed in factory explosion in China

Bangkok, Mar 30 (afP): 
Six baby elephants sepa-
rated from their parents 
and trapped in a muddy 
pit for days have been 
rescued by park rangers 
in rural Thailand, offi-
cials said Saturday.

Patrolling rangers 
chanced upon the strug-
gling herd in a national 
park east of Bangkok on 
Wednesday afternoon, 
park superintendent 
Prawatsart Chantheap 
told AFP.

Once the rangers re-
alised the calves, aged 
between one and four 
years old, could not 
climb out of the dirty 
watering hole, some 
left the forest to bring 
back digging tools while 
others stayed overnight 

to keep watch over the 
frightened creatures.

“Our team arrived 
with hoes (on Thursday 
morning)... and we began 
to dig around the rim (of 
the mud pit) to make it 
less steep,” he said.

After three hours of 
digging to build a make-
shift ramp, the mud-cov-
ered babies managed to 
stumble out of the pit 
one-by-one as the rang-
ers cheered them on.

“Go, go, follow each 
other!” the rangers yelled 
in a video recorded by 
the national parks de-
partment. “Go, children, 
go!” Prawatsart said the 
rangers had observed 
a herd of 30 adult ele-
phants nearby and be-
lieved the young calves 

must have been separat-
ed from them.

“We believe they 
were stuck there for at 
least two days because 
after they got out their 
legs were weak,” he said.

Wild elephants are 
Thailand’s national an-
imal and live in the wild 
in parts of the country 
but their numbers have 
dwindled to about 2,700 
from a peak of over 
100,000 in 1850.

Deforestation and 
habitat loss has brought 
them in closer contact 
with humans in recent 
decades, and they often 
clash with villagers and 
farmers. Elephants are 
also poached or domes-
ticated for entertainment 
and tourism.

Beijing, Mar 30 (PTI): 
An explosion caused by a 
gas leak ripped through 
a factory in China’s Shan-
dong Province, killing five 
persons and injuring three 
others, the second such 
incident in about a week.

The explosion hap-
pened at 9:35 pm (lo-
cal time) on Friday in a 
workshop of a perlite fac-
tory in the city of Qing-
zhou.  Five persons were 

killed and three were 
slightly injured outside 
the workshop, state-run 
Xinhua news agency re-
ported on Saturday.

The private factory 
owner was held by the 
local police.

Initial investigation 
showed the accident was 
caused by a leak in a liq-
uefied gas tank. Further 
investigation is underway. 
The incident happened 

barely a week after one of 
China’s worst recent indus-
trial blast, in which 78 people 
were killed and 600 others 
were injured from a chemical 
plant explosion in the fertilizer 
factory in Jiangsu province.

Following the acci-
dent, the Chinese gov-
ernment has ordered 
nationwide inspection 
of chemical industries to 
prevent large scale facto-
ry explosions.

San francisco, Mar 
30 (afP): Facebook on 
Friday said it is tighten-
ing live video streaming 
rules in response to the 
service being used to 
broadcast deadly attacks 
on mosques in New Zea-
land. The Christchurch 
attacks -- carried out by 
a self-avowed white su-
premacist who opened 
fire on worshippers at 
two mosques -- claimed 
50 lives. Many people 
have “rightly questioned 
how online platforms 
such as Facebook were 
used to circulate horrif-
ic videos of the attack,” 
chief operating officer 
Sheryl Sandberg said in 
an online post.

“In the wake of the 
terrorist attack, we 
are taking three steps: 
strengthening the rules 
for using Facebook Live, 
taking further steps to 
address hate on our plat-
forms, and supporting 
the New Zealand com-
munity,” she added.

Facebook is looking 
into barring people who 
have previously violated 
the social network’s com-
munity standards from 
livestreaming on its plat-
form, according to Sand-
berg. The social network 
is also investing in im-
proving software to quick-
ly identify edited versions 
of violent video or images 
to prevent them from be 
shared or re-posted.

“While the original 
New Zealand attack vid-
eo was shared Live, we 
know that this video 
spread mainly through 
people re-sharing it and 
re-editing it to make it 
harder for our systems to 
block it,” Sandberg said.

“People with bad inten-
tions will always try to get 

around our security mea-
sures.” Facebook identified 
more than 900 different 
videos showing portions 
of the streamed violence. 
The social network is us-
ing artificial intelligence 
tools to identify and re-
move hate groups in Aus-
tralia and New Zealand, 
according to Sandberg.

Those groups will be 
banned from Facebook 
services, she said.

Facebook this week 
announce it would ban 
praise or support for 
white nationalism and 
white separatism as part 
of a stepped-up crack-
down on hate speech.

The ban will be en-
forced starting next week 
on the leading online 
social network and its 
image-centric messaging 
service Instagram.

“It’s clear that these 
concepts are deeply 
linked to organized hate 
groups and have no place 
on our services,” the so-
cial network said in a 
statement.

Facebook policies al-
ready banned posts en-
dorsing white supremacy 
as part of its prohibition 
against spewing hate at 
people based on char-
acteristics such as race, 
ethnicity or religion.

The ban had not ap-
plied to some postings 
because it was reasoned 
they were expressions 
of broader concepts of 
nationalism or political 
independence, according 
to the social network.

Facebook said that 
conversations with ac-
ademics and “members 
of civil society” in recent 
months led it to view 
white nationalism and 
separatism as linked to 
organized hate groups. 
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ARIES: Disrupt the status quo on Satur-
day, Aries, but aim for mild tremors instead 
of extreme shockwaves. With the Sun and 
moon trading friendly fire, it’s obvious to 
everyone that change is necessary. But lead-
ership is sorely needed to reveal the next 
stage of the game. That’s where you come 
in: Make proactive suggestions or simply 
lead by example!  
TAURUS: ETrue success doesn’t simply 
hinge on climbing tirelessly to the top. Sat-
urday’s evocative angle between the Sun 
and moon points you down a more soulful 
path. Pause from “doing, doing, doing” and 
think big picture. Beyond putting food on 
the table, how is your work helping other 
people and the world at large?   
GEMINI: Start your weekend on an in-
spired note! Pull a motivational or spiritual 
book off the shelf for some morning read-
ing. Try a little “bibliomancy”: opening to a 
random page and letting the words be your 
divine directive for the day. Avoid complain-
ers like the plague and seek “high-vibration-
al” groups of people to spend time with, 

especially if you could use an infusion of 
positive energy.  
CANCER: Trying to get a straight answer 
over the last three weeks has been nearly 
impossible, thanks to communicator Mer-
cury’s backspin through your truth-telling 
ninth house. You can now breathe easy as 
the messenger planet turns direct and forges 
ahead. No more dancing around an issue—
insist on the complete story. Steer clear of 
even slight exaggerations and aim to be fully 
authentic. Since the ninth house also rules 
travel, you’ve got a cosmic thumbs-up for a 
winter getaway.  
LEO: Today’s cosmos shine a light on hid-
den realities as expressive Mercury turns 
direct in your covert eighth house. Over the 
past three weeks, while the messenger planet 
was retrograde, you’ve held your cards close 
to your vest, but guarding one secret could 
be taking a toll on your psyche. Mercury’s 
forward motion could attract a worthy con-
fidante—which is a good start to releasing 
your burden.  
VIRGO: Your routine-driven sign isn’t 

generally considered erratic, but Mercury’s 
retrograde through your relationship house 
over the past three weeks might have made 
you flip-flop. Perhaps a BFF hasn’t had 
much time for you since finding “The One” 
or an ex resurfaced without an offer of com-
mitment. Enough already! .  
LIBRA: Channel-surfing or downward-dog-
ging? If you’ve been doing more of the for-
mer over the past three weeks, you can thank 
Mercury, which has been retrograde (back-
ward) in your self-care sector. But don’t 
throw in the towel! Today, the quicksilver 
planet turns direct, helping you find sustain-
able routines.   
SCORPIO: You’re back! On March 5, ex-
pressive Mercury turned retrograde in your 
passionate fifth house. You may have felt 
like you were missing the love boat. Or per-
haps you couldn’t get a clear read on a ro-
mantic interest. Get ready to shake off the 
confusion and insecurity today, as the com-
munication planet powers forward and calls 
forth your most radiant self! 
SAGITTARIUS: Baby, it might (still) be 

cold outside, but it wouldn’t hurt to open a 
few windows and air out Chateau Sagittari-
us. With Mercury retrograde in your domes-
tic fourth house since March 5, home and 
family matters might have felt a bit dazed 
and confused. Your survival instincts kicked 
in, causing you to retreat from the insanity. 
You can breathe a sigh of relief and re-en-
gage today, as Mercury turns direct. Call a 
truce with your roomies, make up with your 
S.O., seek out a solution with your mother!    
CAPRICORN: Banish that either-or think-
ing, Capricorn. After a confusing three-week 
Mercury retrograde in your communication 
house, the messenger planet powers forward 
today. While you prefer to pour your (prodi-
gious) energy into one thing at a time, this 
approach may not be serving you. Don’t be 
afraid to dip your toe into multiple ponds, 
like those librarian-slash-actors or entrepre-
neur-slash-activists. Commuting or living 
in two cities is even a possibility for some 
earthbound Goats.    
AQUARIUS:  Loosen those purse strings, 
Aquarius. Since Mercury went retrograde 

on March 5, you may have had a few bud-
getary breakdowns. But the messenger plan-
et resumes forward motion today, making it 
safe to once again enjoy your hard-earned 
cash. This is a perfect time to revisit (and 
if necessary, revamp) your plans to strike a 
healthy balance between saving and spend-
ing. Invest in your greatest resource: your-
self! A personal growth workshop, medi-
tation retreat or life-coaching sessions can 
awaken your creativity and usher in a tsuna-
mi of entrepreneurial ideas.   
PISCES: Vote with your dollar on 
Saturday, Pisces. An auspicious Sun-
moon angle sends a reminder of how 
loudly money talks. Perhaps you’ll 
choose socially responsible companies 
over those with murky or questionable 
practices. Supporting a small business 
owner can keep the unique character of 
your neighborhood thriving. This cosmic 
confab could inspire you to do busi-
ness in different ways yourself or even 
earmark some of your earnings for a 
very specific cause you want to support.

FAMILY AFFAIR!  The “This is Us star”, Sterling 
K Brown takes his real-life son, Andrew Brown to the 
premiere of Shazam! in Los Angeles.
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David Fincher opens up about hardships 
he faced while making ‘Fight club’

‘377 ab normal’ is for hetrosexual 
population of india: Director Faruk kabir

rohit shetty to 
produce an action 

thriller series

los angeles, Mar 29 (PTI): “Fight 
Club” is among David Fincher’s most 
iconic films but the director had a hard 
time working on the movie, which 
bombed at the box office on its release.

A new book “How 1999 
Blew Up the Screen” by Au-
thor Brian Raftery reveals 
how Fincher fought with the 
film’s lead Edward Norton 
and later with the studio, 
20th Century Fox.

“When I think of 1999, I 
don’t think of my feet on the 
chair in front of me with a 
sixteen-ounce cup of pop-
corn in my hands. I think of 
it mostly as a series of meet-
ings where I would slap my-
self so hard, I would leave 
with a calloused forehead,” 
the director said in the book.

David O Russell was at 
first courted by Fox to adapt 
the movie from Chuck Palahn-
iuk’s book but he passed and 
Fincher came into the picture.

The director was instant-
ly attracted to the story and 
decided to take up the job 
even though he had famous-
ly clashed with Fox on his 
directorial debut “Alien 3”, according to 
the IndieWire.

Having worked with Brad Pitt on 
serial killer drama “Se7en”, Fincher con-
vinced him to star as Tyler Durden and 
then Norton boarded the subject.

Both Fincher and Norton saw the 
story as a comedy but they disagreed 
on just how funny it should be and con-

stantly fought over the movie’s tone.
“I think Edward had this idea of, 

‘Let’s make sure people realise that 
this is a comedy. He and I talked about 
this ad nauseum. There’s humour that’s 

obsequious, that’s saying, ‘Wink-wink, 
don’t worry, it’s all in good fun.’ And my 
whole thing was to not wink. What we 
want is for people to go, Are they es-
pousing this?’, Fincher says in the book.

But that was not the only difficul-
ty that Fincher had to overcome. He 
clashed with Fox over the movie’s mar-
keting where he had no control. 

“The people whose job it is to sell it 
were like, I’m not going down with this’. 

Fincher was told that the movie was 
for no one as “Men do not want to see 
Brad Pitt with his shirt off. It makes 

them feel bad. And women 
don’t want to see him bloody. 
So I don’t know who you made 
this movie for.” 

The director wanted to 
promote the film creatively 
but Fox preferred a safe route 
by tagging the film “a big stu-
dio film with movie stars” and 
leaned into its fighting plot. 
Needless to say, the market-
ing did not work and the film 
bombed at the box office.

Fincher had an inkling 
about the film’s box office fate 
and decided to take a vacation 
to Bali on opening weekend.

“Two years of your life and 
you get one fax and it’s like, 
‘Everybody go home. It’s go-
ing to be a fire sale’. You do a 
lot of soul-searching at that 
moment: ‘Oh, fuck, what am I 
going to do now?’ How do you 
bounce back from that? 

“The vibe (at CAA) was 
very much, ‘It’s good you’ve 

experienced this and that you understand 
we can sway you from making these kinds 
of life-altering, possibly career-destroying 
decisions for yourself.’ I just got up and ex-
cused myself. And later on, I had a conver-
sation and said, ‘How dare you? I’m really 
okay with this movie.’”  The film’s dismal 
performance notwithstanding, it went 
on to acquire a cult status.

Mumbai, Mar 30 (PTI): Director 
Faruk Kabir says his film “377 Ab 
Normal” is primarily for the hetro-
sexual population of India

The filmmaker said he has treat-
ed the story with sensitivity.

“It is a sensitively portrayed 
story, none of it is caricaturish. Ev-
ery gay man doesn’t need to be a 
feminine. It is film which is about 
them but not for them, it is made 
for the rest of India, for the hetro-
sexual population of India. We have 
made the film for the whole country 
to consume.

“Gay men in love feel no different 
than any other person. Human emo-
tions are same only sexual prefer-
ences are different. One has to deal 
with their sexuality first, which is an 
internal fight, deal with family and 
then there is a social taboo as well,” 
Faruk told PTI. The historic verdict 
passed by Supreme Court of abolish-
ing Section 377 of the Indian Penal 
Code that decriminalised same sex 
relationships, turned out to be a trig-
ger point for the filmmaker.

“377 Ab Normal” is streaming on 
digital platform Zee5 and it focuses 

on the problems faced by LGBTQ+ 
community. “It is the right kind of 
progressive thing to happen, also 
has to do with freedom of choice. 
But for a law to get abolished in this 
country is not easy. I wanted to know 
who has fought this case and how 
people managed to do it.

“I started digging deeper and got 
to know that the first petition was 
filmed 17 years ago. It is a journey 
of ordinary people, who managed to 
do extraordinary thing of getting the 
law abolished,” he said.

“Ab 377 Normal” is a multi-plot 
narrative with stories inspired from 
various real life pegt6aople from dif-
ferent walks of life. It features Zee-
shan Ayub, Kumud Mishra, Tanvi 
Azmi, Shashank Arora and Maanvi 
Gagroo among others.

Faruk will be producing a series 
for Ekta Kapoor’s digital platform 
ALT Balaji and direct full length fea-
ture film, which is a love story in-
spired by real life. It will be produced 
by Kumar Mangat and Abhishek 
Mangat, who have made “Pyaar Ka 
Punchama” series and Ajay Devgn 
starrer “Raid”. 

Mumbai, Mar 30 (PTI): Filmmaker Ro-
hit Shetty says he will be taking the digi-
tal plunge and is all set to back an action 
thriller web series through his production 
house. The “Simmba” director said the 
show will be mounted on a huge scale.

“I am producing one web series. It’s on 
a big scale, that’s why it’s taking time. We have 
been writing it for nearly two years now. But 
by next year January we will start shooting. It’s 
an action thriller,” Shetty told reporters. The 
director was speaking on the sidelines of HT 
Most Stylish Awards, Friday night.

Currently the filmmaker is gearing up 
to go on floors with his next, “Sooryavan-
shi”, featuring Akshay Kumar as a cop.

There were reports that Katrina Kaif 
has been approached to star in the film 
but Shetty said they are in the midst of fi-
nalising the female lead. “We will start the 
film next month, in May. It’s a long journey. 
We are still finalising the female lead. It 
should be finalised in a day or two.”

UK indie pop duo Her’s 
killed in US car crash

london, Mar 29 (afP): British-based pop duo 
Her’s have been killed in a road accident in the 
United States, where they were on tour, their re-
cord label said Friday. Stephen Fitzpatrick and 
Audun Laading died along with manager Trevor 
Engelbrektson while travelling to a gig in Cali-
fornia on Wednesday, said the label, Heist or Hit.

“It is with overwhelming sadness that we 
regretfully inform you that Liverpool band 
Her’s... tragically passed away in a road ac-
cident in the early hours of Wednesday, 27th 
March whilst travelling to a show in Santa 
Ana, California.

“We are all heartbroken.” 
The indie duo were on their second US 

tour to promote debut album “Invitation to 
Her’s”. Fitzpatrick, from northwest England, 
and Laading, from Norway, met while study-
ing at university in Liverpool.

“As humans, they were warm, gentle and 
hilarious,” the label said in a statement on 
Facebook, calling them “one of the UK’s most 
loved up and coming bands.” “They were in 
America playing to thousands of adoring fans. 
Fans they made a point of meeting and spend-
ing time with, such was their passion and 
humbleness.” First Avenue -- the legendary 

Minneapolis nightclub known as the home 
turf of the late pop icon Prince -- also paid 
tribute to the band as well as Minnesota’s 
own Engelbrektson, saying the crash “sent 
shockwaves through our community.” “This 
is a reminder to hold your friends close,” the 
club tweeted. “Tell your people that you love 
them.” The band was due to wrap their tour 
with a gig in Santa Ana, California, having 
played in Phoenix, Arizona the previous night.

The Arizona Department of Public Safety 
reported that a collision between a pick-up 
truck and 15-passenger van had left four peo-
ple dead early Wednesday.

Authorities have not publicly released the 
victims’ names, but said they were were badly 
burned in the accident.

“We don’t know the exact speeds, but two 
heavy vehicles, coming into contact with each 
other at full speed -- the impact is huge and 
devastating,” state trooper Kameron Lee told 
journalists. “Both vehicles caught fire because 
of this high impact, and now four people are 
gone.” Her’s began gaining recognition in Brit-
ain and the United States after British media 
cited the duo as “ones to watch,” with the BBC 
promoting them on its new artists platform. 


