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ISRO eyeing

to launch
Chandrayaan-I1
rover in Moon’s

south pole
KANYAKUMARI (TN)
MAY 3 (PTI): Seeking
to create history with
India’s second moon
mission Chandrayaan-2,
space agency ISRO Fri-
day said it will attempt
to launch a rover in the
lunar South Pole, a un-
charted territory so far.

“Till date nobody has
made an attempt to land
a rover in the region. It
has been only near the
equator (of the Moon).
We will be attempting
to launch the rover (of
Chandrayaan 2) in lu-
nar South Pole for the
first time”, Indian Space
Research  Organisation
(ISRO) Chairman K Sivan
said here.

Earlier this week,
ISRO has said all three
modules of the moon
mission -- Orbiter, Land-
er (Vikram) and Rover
(Pragyan) -- were get-
ting ready for the launch
scheduled in July and the
lander was expected to
touch down on the lunar
surface in early Septem-
ber. ISRO has kept the
launch window for the
mission onboard GSLV
MK-IIT rocket from July
9 to July 16 with an ex-
pected Moon landing on
September 6, Sivan told
reporters here.

The Orbiter and
Lander modules will be
interfaced mechanical-
ly and stacked together
as an integrated module
and accommodated in-
side the launch vehicle.
The Rover is housed in-
side the Lander.

On ISRO’s proposed
Aditya-L1 mission, Sivan
said currently scientists
were exploring possibili-
ties to study more about
Sun. “To learn about Sun
orbit, we will be sending
Aditya-L1 during the first
half of next year”, he said.

The mission is aimed
at observing the solar
corona, the outer layers
of the Sun. The satellite
would be inserted in a
halo orbit around the L1
(Lagrangian point 1) of
the Sun-Earth system so
that it has the advantage
of continuously view-
ing the Sun without any
occultation or eclipses.
The L1 is 1.5 million kms
from the Earth.

On a question about
tracking cyclone Fani, he
said, with the details pro-
vided by ISRO, officials
were able to forecast
the landfall area and this
helped in taking precau-
tionary measures in ad-
vance. “Due to tracking
conditions, we have been
able to minimise the im-
pact caused in terms of
casualties...,” he said.

Cyclone ‘Fani’ hit
Odisha Friday, packing
rain and windstorm that
gusted up to 175 kmph,
leaving at least three
people dead, blowing
away thatched houses,
and swamping towns
and villages.

Govt puts administration on Fani alert

SUMMIT REPORT
GANGTOK, 03 MAY:
he Land Revenue and
Disaster Management
Department has issued

an advisory today asking
all District Collectors and
Sub Divisional Magistrates
of the State to remain alert
on account of cyclone Fani

Do’s and Don’ts

Tracking Fani
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2.0URING AND AFTER CYCLOMNE

A) If Indoors

= Switch off electrical mains, gas supply
2 Keep doors and windows shut

= If your house is unsafe, leave early before
the onset of a cyclone

2 Listen to radio/transistor
= Drink boiled/chlorinated water
= Rely only on official warnings

B) If Outdoors
= Do not enter damaged buildings

= Watch out for broken electric poles and wires,
and other sharp objects

= Seek a safe shelter as soon as possible

hitting the Eastern coast
of the country today.

The advisory states
that Sikkim too is likely
to receive heavy rainfall

accompanied by high
winds from Friday night
onwards till 05 May:.

It may be mentioned
that cyclone Fani has al-

ready hit Odisha killing
three people. The cyclone
made landfall in Puri
at around 8 a.m today.
However, as the cyclone

moves towards Kolkata
and further north east, it
is expected to weaken and
has been downgraded to a
very severe cyclonic storm

from an extremely severe
cyclonic storm. The wind
speeds have been reduced
to 140-150 kmph from
175 kmph.

Nepal Army, wildlife
officer dismiss Indian
Army’s Yeti claim

SHIRISH B PRADHAN

KATHMANDU, MAY 3 (PTI): The Nepal Army and a
wildlife expert have dismissed the Indian Army’s
claim that its soldiers have spotted footprints of
Yeti, the mythical beast found in the Himalayas,
near the Makalu Base Camp, saying they were like-
ly that of a bear. On Monday, the Army claimed its
mountaineering expedition team in Nepal found
mysterious large footprints in the snow that they
believe belong to Yeti, or the abominable snowman.
In Nepali folklore, Yeti is a mythical ape-like creature
taller than an average human that is said to inhabit
the Himalayas, Siberia, Central and East Asia.

“For the first time, an Indian Army Mountain-
eering Expedition Team has sited (sic) Mysteri-
ous Footprints of mythical beast ‘Yeti’ measuring
32x15 inches close to Makalu Base Camp on 09
April 2019. This elusive snowman has only been
sighted at Makalu-Barun National Park in the
past,” the Indian Army tweeted on Monday night.

The Army also released photos showing large
footprints in the snow which they claim belong
to the creature. However, Director General of the
Department of Wildlife and National Parks Man
Bahadur Khadka has dismissed the Indian Army’s
claim, “According to our experts, it may be the
footprint of a bear found in the Himalayas,” he was
quoted as saying by the Kantipur Daily.

According to Nepal Army spokesperson Bi-
gyan Dev Pandey, a liaison officer of the Nepal
Army, who accompanied the Indian Army expedi-
tion team, had not directly seen the footprint.

Pandey said some 3 to 4 years ago, a French
expedition team had reported a similar sighting of
giant footprints. At that time it was reported that
the unusual footprints were seen in the mountain.
When the wildlife experts were contacted for ver-
ification, they said that the Makalu Barun region
is home to large snow bears and the footprints
might belonged to them, the officer said.

An Indian Army team of 18 personnel led by
Major Manoj Joshi embarked on an expedition to
Mount Makalu in Nepal on April 2. On April 9, the
team spotted “mysterious footprints” measuring
32 X 15 inches to close to the Makalu base camp.

Makalu is the fifth highest mountain in the
world at 8,485 metres. It is located in the Maha-
langur Himalayas, some 19 kilometres southeast
of Mount Everest, on the border between Nepal
and Tibet, China. Stories of the Yeti first emerged
as a facet of Western popular culture in the 19th
century. Given the lack of evidence of its existence,
the scientific community has generally regarded
the Yeti as a legend.

DEAR READERS,
IFYOU ARE HAVING TROUBLE GETTING
YOUR COPY OF THE SUMMIT TIMES IN YOUR

NEIGHBOURHOOD, PLEASE MESSAGE OR
WHATSAPP US YOUR NAME AND ADDRESS
AT 7001622863 AND WE WILL ENSURE
THAT THE NEWSPAPER RERCHES YOU.

Gangtok all set for first

One election commissioner gave
dissent on two decisions on
complaints against PM: Sources

VIVO IPL Fap Park event

SAGAR CHETTRI
GANGTOK, 03 MAY:
angtok is all set to
host the VIVO IPL Fan
Park for the first time in
Sikkim to provide stadi-
um like atmosphere to
cricket fans of the State

VIVO IPL Fan Park
is an endeavour of the
Boards of Control Cricket
in India [BCCI] initiated
in year 2015 to take the
IPL fervour to all parts
of the country and to
provide stadium-type at-

on 04 and 05 May hereat mosphere to cricket fans.
old Guards Ground. The venue will have giant
Gangtok is among screens to telecast live

matches of IPL.

IPL Fan Park at Gang-
tok will be screening
matches between Delhi
C and Rajasthan Royals

eight new cities added in
the list of IPL Fan Parks
for Indian Premier League
[[PL] 2019 and will be
screening four IPL matches.

at 4 p.m and Royal Chal-
lengers Bangalore and
Sunrisers Hyderabad at
8 p.m on Saturday and
then Kings XI Punjab and
Chennai Super King at 4
p-m and Mumbai Indian’s
and Kolkata Knight Rid-
ers a 8 p.m on Sunday.
Addressing a press
conference here this af-
ternoon, Sikkim Cricket
Association [SCA] general
secretary, Sonam Palden
Bhutia stated that the
turn to pg02

NEw DELHI, MAy 3 (PTI):
One of the two election
commissioners had dis-
sented in the decision of
the ‘full Election Election
Commission’ to give clean
chit to Prime Minister Na-
rendra Modi in the two
speeches made in Maha-
rashtra last month, high-
ly-placed sources aware of
the development said Fri-
day. In the last three days,
the Commission gave its
decision on as many com-
plaints by the Congress
against the prime minis-
ter, alleging violation of
the model code.

One of the election
commissioners, accord-
ing to the sources, gave
his dissent in EC’s de-
cision to give clean chit
to the prime minister
on his speech at Ward-
ha on April 1 where he
attacked Congress chief
Rahul Gandhi for contest-
ing from minority-domi-
nated Wayanad seat and
his appeal to first-time
voters by invoking the
Balakot air strikes and

the Pulwama martyrs in
Latur on April 9. The ‘full
Commission’ which takes
such decisions comprises
Chief Election Commis-
sioner Sunil Arora and
fellow election commis-
sioners Ashok Lavasa
and Sushil Chandra.

The two decisions were
then taken based on 2:1
majority as per prescribed
law which governs the
functioning the of the poll
panel, the sources said.

The Election Commis-
sion (Conditions of Service
of Election Commissioners
and Transaction of Busi-
ness) Act, 1991 states that
if the Chief Election Com-
missioner and other Elec-
tion Commissioners differ
in opinion on any matter,
such matter shall be decid-
ed according to the opinion
of the majority.

The Commission trans-
acts its business by holding
regular meetings and also
by circulation of papers. All
Election Commissioners have
equal say in the decision
making of the Commission.

Mala, Helen, Nargis: Howare cyclones named"

NEw DELHI, MAY 3 (PTI): Mala,
Helen, Nargis and Nilofer may
sound like the names of yester-
year Bollywood actors, but they
are, in fact, lethal cyclones that
have brought violent winds,
heavy rains and wreaked de-
struction. As Cyclone Fani
pounded the Odisha coast on
Friday, the name, which was
suggested by Bangladesh, also
evoked curiosity. Mritunjay
Mohapatra, the additional di-
rector general of the India Me-
teorological Department (IMD),
said Fani, pronounced as ‘Foni’,
means a snake’s hood.

But how are
named?

The World Meteorological
Organisation/Economic and

cyclones

After

long deliberations
among the member countries,

alphabetically -- Bangladesh, India,
Maldives, Myanmar, Oman, Paki-

Sea and the Bay of Bengal.
So, for instance, Bangladesh

Social Commission for Asia and
the Pacific Panel on Tropical
Cyclones, at its twenty-seventh
session held in 2000 in Muscat,
Oman, agreed to assign names
to the tropical cyclones in the

Bay of Bengal and Arabian Sea.

the naming of tropical cyclones
over north Indian Ocean com-
menced from September 2004.
The eight countries along the
Bay of Bengal and Arabian Sea sug-
gest names that are sequentially
listed. The nations suggest names

stan, Sri Lanka and Thailand.

The Regional Specialised
Meteorological Centre (RSMC)
based here gives a tropical cy-
clone an identification from the
names list. The identification
system covers both the Arabian

suggested ‘Onil’ the firstin the list.
Onil originated in Arabian Sea, off
the Gujarat coast between Sep-
tember to October 2004. It made
landfall in the state, but impacted
both India and Pakistan.

turn to pg02
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Gangtok all...

BCCI is hosting the VIVO IPL Fan Park for the first
time in Sikkim in collaboration with DNA Networks
and SCA.

He informed that the BCCI has shortlisted 21
States and 36 cities to host the VIVO IPL Fan Park for
this season of IPL. Although the IPL has huge fan fol-
lowing globally the BCCI has taken this initiative to
further increase viewership and to provide stadium
type atmosphere even in those cities which do not
have cricket stadiums, he added.

The new State included in VIVO IPL Fan Park 2019
is Sikkim and new cities are Gangtok, Tezpur, Bhilai,
Una, Shivmogga, Tirunelveli, Mudurai and Trichy. It is
informed that the Fan Parks have covered 65 cities in
last four years and in the last season 35 venues ac-
commodated around 5 lakhs of cricket fans. The cities
retained for this year are the ones which have seen a
good footfall in previous years and continue to draw
fans in larger numbers.

Mr Bhutia stated that the main objective of VIVO
IPL Fan Park is to provide entertainment and fun for
cricket lovers and to bring social changes through
community viewing and globalisation of the game of
cricket.

Speaking about various attractions of VIVO IPL
Fan Park at Gangtok, he informed that the event will
have a lucky draw to provide two VIVO phones per
day to winners and another lucky draw to provide
jersey and bats autographed by big cricket stars and
there will be face painters for viewers and banners to
cheer their favourite team.

The venue will also have facilities like free distri-
bution of drinking water, toilets and kids zone. He in-
formed that the venue will have live commentary and
music and a team will shoot the entire event for live
uplink to be broadcasted from the IPL venue.

Mr Bhutia urged sports lovers of Sikkim to be a
part of this major event in the state. He informed that
the venue can accommodate around 3000 people at a
time and the entry to the venue is totally free of cost.
He also expressed his hope that the event will further
encourage and motivate young cricketers of the State
to work harder to play in major tournaments and IPL
in the near future.

The press conference was also addressed by SCA
PRO, Barap Namgyal.

Mala, Helen, Nargis...

Cyclone Phetai, suggested by Thailand, originated in
the Bay of Bengal and made landfall in Andhra Pradesh,
ravaging the coastal districts in December last year.

The next cyclone, whenever it originates, will be
named ‘Vayu’, suggested by India.

Of the 64 names suggested by these eight coun-
tries, 57 have been utilised.

Some of the names suggested by India are Agni, Jali,
Bijli, Akash, while Mala, Helen and Nilofar were suggest-
ed by Sri Lanka, Bangladesh and Pakistan respectively.

These lists are used sequentially and they are not
rotated every few years, unlike the Atlantic and East-
ern Pacific lists.

“A storm causes so much death and destruction
that its name is considered for retirement and hence
is not used repeatedly.

“If the public wants to suggest the name of a cyclone
to be included in the list, the proposed name must meet
some fundamental criteria,” a circular on naming the cy-
clones over the North Indian Ocean said.

“The name should be short and readily understood
when broadcast. Further, the names must not be cultur-
ally sensitive and must not convey some unintended and
potentially inflammatory meaning,” it added.

The name can be communicated to the director
general of the IMD.

According to the IMD, in the beginning, storms
were named arbitrarily.

Laxman Singh Rathore, a former director general
of the IMD, said the practice of naming the storm first
started in the United States. This helped identify it
and also aided the researchers.

Earlier, the storm was named after the coast it hit,
Rathore added.

“Then the mid-1900s saw the start of practice of
using feminine names for storms. In the pursuit of a
more organised and efficient naming system, meteo-
rologists later decided to identify storms using names
from a list arranged alphabetically,” the IMD said ex-
plaining the genesis of the naming process.

“Before the end of 1900s, forecasters started using
male names for those forming in the Southern Hemi-
sphere. Since 1953, Atlantic tropical storms have
been named from lists originated by the National Hur-
ricane Centre. They are now maintained and updated
by an international committee of the World Meteoro-
logical Organisation,” the IMD added.

Storms over South Pacific and Indian Ocean are
known as cyclones. In the North Atlantic, central
North Pacific, and eastern North Pacific, the term hur-
ricane is used.

The same type of disturbance in the Northwest
Pacific is called a typhoon, according to the National
Ocean Service of the US’ National Oceanic Atmospher-
ic Administration.

West convenes monsoon preparedness meeting

GYALSHING, 03 MAy
(IPR): The District Disas-
ter Management Author-
ity (DDMA) convened
a monsoon prepared-
ness meeting today
chaired by DC West,
Karma R Bonpo, and
also attended by SDM
(HQ), Tushar G Nikhare;
SDM (Gyalshing), Gilbert
Lepcha and HoDs of line
departments.

The meeting assessed
the current level of pre-
paredness of various
departments and also
took stock of works be-
ing done by the various
departments and inter-
vention of the DC office
where required. The
departments made de-
tailed presentations on
their monsoon prepared-
ness processes.

The DC directed of-
ficials to ensure that the
concerned departments
were properly prepared
for natural calamities

I
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which could occur during
monsoons and urged offi-
cials looking after PMGSY
projects to ensure that
road constructions and
back cutting works did
not hinder the natural
flow of drain waters.

He asked the con-
cerned officials to clear
all the drains immedi-
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ately and take preven-
tive actions.

He also asked the
SDMs to inspect the
roads and the meeting
resolved that carpeting
works not to be under-
taken during monsoons
to avoid wunnecessary
government resources.

HRDD was instructed

to train students on how
to cope with natural di-
sasters and also check on
the availability of first aid
kits at schools.

The DCSO was in-
structed to stock sup-
plies and maintain at
least three months worth
of buffer stock for remote
villages in case connec-

tivity was hampered.
Relief centers are to be
designated and stocks of es-
sential commodities main-
tained for victims in the
event of natural calamities.
The SSB assured full
cooperation in the event
of any disaster and the
meeting also discussed
the criticalities of vari-

ous departments.

UD&HD was directed
to take up the clearing of
drains at the earliest and an
assessment of man-power
was also undertaken.

The DC further de-
tailed the Disaster Man-
agement Plan and he
asked for details and
contacts to be compiled
and given to the DC Of-
fice. The setting up of a
control room and com-
munication center is also
to be taken up on priority
and all SDMs asked to use
their wireless sets during
the monsoons.

All SDMs and BDOs
were directed to under-
take cleanliness drives in
their respective stations.

Agriculture and Hor-
ticulture department of-
ficials were also advised
to hand over compensa-
tion for crops affected by
rains in the presence of
Revenue Officials in the
concerned areas.

Justice Rai begins three-

day tour o

MANGAN, 03 MAy (IPR):
The three days tour to
North Sikkim of Justice,

Meenakshi Madan Rai,
Judge High Court of Sik-
kim and Executive Chair-
person, Sikkim = State
Legal Services Authority
began today. She was
accompanied by Sonam
Palden Bhutia, District
and Session Judge, North,
Suraj Chettri, Member
Secretary, SSLSA, Matilda
Isaacs, Special Secretary,
SSLSA, North, Kunzang
Dorjee Shangderpa, Sr.
Superintendent of Police,
North, Roger R Rai, Man-
aging Director, SIDICO
and Somnath Adhikari,
Additional District Mag-
istrate.

On the first day of her
three days tour, Justice
Rai chaired an aware-
ness-cum-sensitization
programme on Protec-
tion of Children from
Sexual Offences (POCSO)
Act, 2012, Protection of
Women from Domestic
Violence Act, 2005, Main-
tenance and Welfare of
Parents and Senior Citi-
zens Act, 2007, Juvenile
Justice (Care and Pro-
tection of Children) Act,
2015 and Adoption in
terms of the Juvenile Jus-
tice (Care and Protection
of Children) Act, 2015 at

Chungthang, Panchayat
Bhawan.
The programme

which was organized by
the Sikkim State Legal
Services Authority in co-
ordination with District
Legal Services Author-
ity, North Sikkim aims
to make the school stu-
dents and general public
aware on the importance
of above stated Act as
the safeguarding tools
for the protection of the
rights of Senior Citizens,
Women and children.
During the pro-
gramme, resource per-
son Sonam Palden Bhutia
sensitized to the partic-

ipants on various pro-
visions of Sikkim Anti
Drugs Act (SADA), Pro-
tection of Child from Sex-
ual Offences (POCSO) Act
and Narcotic Drugs and
Psychotropic Substances
Act (NDPS).

He informed that
POCSO Act being imple-
mented with the objec-
tive to provide care and
protection of children
from sexual assault, sex-
ual harassment, pornog-
raphy and to serve as
guidance to children who
are in conflict with law.

Similarly,  resource
person, Suraj Chettri
sensitized the house on
Protection of Women
from Domestic Violence
Act, 2005, Maintenance
and Welfare of Parents
and Senior Citizens Act,
2007, Juvenile Justice
(Care and Protection of
Children) Act, 2015 and
Adoption in terms of the
Juvenile Justice (Care and
Protection of Children)
Act, 2015.

Elucidating the JJ Act,
Mr. Chettri enlightened
the students on various
crimes against children
and Acts designed to
safeguard the welfare
of the children. He also
highlighted the respon-
sibilities of Child De-
velopment Protection
Officer (CDPO) towards
Care and Protection of
Children those who are
in need. Simultaneously,
he informed about the
Juvenile in Conflict with
Law.

Talking on various
provisions of child adop-
tion he suggested the
house to follow duly le-
gal procedures before
adopting any baby child.
Further, he enlightened
that the senior citizens
can approach to the Sub
Divisional Magistrate for
seeking their mainte-
nance under the Main-
tenance and Welfare of

f North

Sikkim

Parents and Senior Citi-
zens Act.

Talking on Domestic
Violence he informed
that there are three types
of Domestic Violence viz.
Physical Violence, Mental
Violence and Econom-
ic Violence. Any women
facing such violence can
seek legal assistance
from their respective
Magistrate Court.

Summing up the sen-
sitization programme
Justice Rai informed
that the programme was
aimed to enlighten the
unreached rural commu-
nity about child rights
and child protection
through this sensitiza-
tion programme. More-
over, she called upon the
people of north district to
approach Judicial Court
in case of any POCSO of-
fences rather to settle it
amicably.

On the other side,
she urged the Police Per-
sonnel to remain more
sensitive towards POC-
SO offence. She opined
that the general informa-
tion of POCSO should be
taught in more serious
manner in the school as
to bring more sensitiza-
tion among the students.

Justice Rai  stat-
ed that POCSO is a
non-compoundable
and non-bailable of-
fence and encouraged
everyone to join hands
to combat child sexual
abuse in our society.

After the pro-
gramme, Justice Rai and
her entourage proceed-
ed towards Lachen. On
the second day of three
days tour, she will visit
Gurudongmar Lake and
Tsholhamu Lake. Justice
Rai will visit Lachung
and Yumthang on the
last day of her tour and
will also attend the legal
interaction programme
with Pipons and village
elders at Lachung.

First round training for micro
observers in South Sikkim

NamMmcHI, 03 MAy (IPR):
The first round of train-
ing for Micro Observers,
Counting Supervisors
and Counting Assistants
for Election 2019, orga-
nized by DC (South) cum
District Election Officer
was had at the Com-
munity Hall here today.
Present amongst others
were ADC (South), Sa-
tyen Kr Pradhan, SDM
(HQ), Hemant Rai, Mas-
ter Trainers Jigme Bhutia
and Bimal Chandra Rai.

Addressing, the gath-
ering, Master Trainer Mr
Jigme Bhutia spoke about
the instructions issued by
Election Commission of
India (ECI) regarding the
arrangement for counting
centres and management
of counting process.

There are a total of
three counting rooms in
the South district which
will all be located at
Namchi Senior Second-
ary School.

The trainer also de-
tailed the various rules
and regulations for Post-
al Ballots, Electronically
Transmitted Postal Ballot
System (ETBPS), Electron-
ic Voting Machines (EVM)
and Voter Verifiable Paper
Audit Trails (VVPATS).

Mr Bhutia underlined
that postal ballot papers
are to be counted first
and the counting of votes
in EVMs will commence
30 minutes after the start
of postal ballot counting.

He added that during
the counting process, the
Observer will randomly

select EVMs and cross
check them and if any
discrepancy is found,
stipulated  procedures
according to the ECI will
be followed.

Furthermore, Mr
Bhutia explained that
the randomization pro-
cess will be carried out
on the day of counting af-
ter which each counting
official will be assigned a
table under the Assembly
Segment and Assembly
Constituency respectively.

He also stressed that
it was imperative for the
counting officials to be
careful and maintain the
secrecy of votes, fail-
ing which, disciplinary
action may be taken
against the counting of-
ficials as per ECIL.
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OPPORTUNITY FOR GIRLS
TO SERVE INDIAN ARMY

Indian Army offers an opportunity for Girls to join this most respected forces
under women Military Police. Large numbers of vacancies have been released
by the Army headquarters. Those who have appeared /passed class XII may
apply online. Online Registration and submission of application is mandatory.
The online Registration process has already opened since 25 April 19 and will
12 June 19. The online Registration through website: www.
joinindianarmy.nic.in Start your online Registration immediately.

Now is the time that every eligible girl students must give a try instead of

remain so till

repenting later.

Eligibility
(@) Age
(b) Height
(c) Weight

- Born between 01 Oct 1998 to 01st Apr 2002

-142 cms

- proportionately to height
For any further information& assistance, please visit our Sainik Board Office

at Gangtok at any time for online registration.

Contact Numbers - 8170005757 / 8145837898 / 9593268469
You must have following documents ready during online submission of ap-

plication:-

(a)

Class X mark sheet and Certificate (with 45% Aggregate marks)

(b) Date of Birth Certificate

(c) Aadhar Card

(d) Passport size photograph

(e) E-mail ID (your own email ID)

(f) Your mobile number (for OTP)

Sd/
Col D N Bhutia
Secretary
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Meghalaya braces
for Cyclone Fani

SHILLONG, MAY 3 (PTI):
The Meghalaya govern-
ment has sought deploy-
ment of a platoon of the
National Disaster Re-
sponse Force (NDRF)
in the state in view of
Cyclone Fani, officials
said Friday.

The extremely severe
cyclonic storm made
landfall in Odisha on Fri-
day morning. It is grad-
ually heading towards
West Bengal and from
there it is likely to move
towards the north-east,
the officials said.

One NDRF platoon,
comprising 25 to 30 per-
sonnel, has been sought
from Guwahati, Megha-
laya Revenue and Disas-
ter Minister Kyrmen Shy-
lla said.

The IMD has warned
of thundersquall accom-
panied with gusty winds
and heavy rains for the
next 48 hours across the
northeastern states, in-
cluding Meghalaya.

“We have request-
ed the NDRF to deploy
at least one platoon
at the state capital.
The NDRF personnel
would assist the state
in case of any emer-
gency,” Shylla told PTL

The officials of all the
11 districts have been
asked to be on alert, the
minister said, adding, all
officers, including those
posted in various blocks,
have been asked not to
leave their places of post-
ing, the minister said.

The State Disaster
Relief Force and the

Fire Services have been
kept on standby, the
minister added.

The district disaster
management authori-
ties have asked all res-
idents to take precau-
tions, he said.

“People are required
to take extra care to
avoid any incidences and
ensure safe keeping of all
objects such as lumber
piles, loose tin sheets,
bricks, garbage bins
and signboards which
could be blown away by
strong winds,” an adviso-
ry issued by the Disaster
Management Authority
of East Khasi Hills dis-
trict said here.

Meanwhile, the East-
ern Air Command of the
Indian Air Force (IAF)
has been kept on standby
in view of the storm.

“Six light helicopters
for rescue operations
and five medium-lift heli-
copters for transporting
relief materials are ready
in case of any emergen-
cy,’ a spokesperson at
the EAC headquarters
said here.

“In addition, four AN
32 aircraft have been
kept ready, with medi-
cal teams, for ferrying
relief material, medical
help, NDRF teams and
equipment,” the spokes-
person said.

The IAF spokesper-
son said that the heli-
copters have been kept
ready at Bagdogra and
Purnea for quick de-
ployment in Odisha and
West Bengal.

CHANGE OF NAME

SHSC draws Jr League
opener against Aizwal FC

SUMMIT REPORT

GANGTOK, 03 APR:

S ikkim Himalayan Sport-
ing Club [SHSC] played

out a draw against Aizwal

FC in the Hero India Junior

(HIJ) League today.

The HIJ league is for
u-15 teams.

The match was

played at Bidhan Nagar
Sports Complex, Kolkata,
and SHSC finds itself in
the group stage along-
side Aizwal FC, Maximus
Prime Sports and AU Ra-
jasthan FC.

Aizwal FC took a
two-goal lead early in
the game and the Sikkim

team did well to level the
scoreline in the first half
itself. The goal scorers for
Sikkim were Sagar Mah-
anto and Rudra Chettri.
Sikkim plays its next
match against Maximum
Prime Sports on 05 May.
Coach Pranay Subba
informs that the result
was good for SHSC.
“Aizwal FC is a strong
team but we managed
to earn one point from
the match. We have good
chances of qualifying
from our group if we
win our remaining two
matches,” he said.
Founder, Tenzing

Lamtha, SHSC, expressed
his happiness over the
result as well.

“This is a good result
for us. I am happy that
our lads could get a draw
against a reputed club.
It has been our club’s
dream to see our young
talent play at the national
level against big clubs of
the country. This will give
exposure and experience
to our young players at
an early age,” he said.

The SHSC team at
Kolkata has Mayal Dok
Lepcha as the coach
while Pranay Subba is
the grassroots coach.
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Modi “touched base” with almost
every Indian in 125 days

NEw DELHI, MAy 3
(PTI): In the last few
months of his tenure,
Prime Minister Naren-
dra Modi attended 200
programmes,  political
as well as official, held
across 27 states and
union territories, “touch-
ing base with almost ev-
ery Indian” in 125 days,
according to his website.

It said there is no part
of the country that he did
not visit during the 125
days between December
25 and May 1 as he criss-
crossed from Kashmir to
Kanyakumari and Jam-
nagar to Silchar, while

speaking to students
to scientists, farmers,
entrepreneurs, foreign

heads of state and polit-
ical workers.

“These numbers
speak for themselves.
They also offer a unique
glimpse into the working
style and multi-tasking
abilities of Modi. Through
these programmes, he
would have touched base
with almost every Indian
in 125 days,” it said.

In this period, Modi
made promises and
worked at their swift de-
livery, the website said,
referring to flagship wel-
fare programmes, ‘Prad-
han Mantri Kisan Sam-

man Nidhi’ and ‘Pradhan
Mantri Shram Yogi Man
Dhan Yojana’ The former
provides monetary sup-
port of Rs 6000 per an-
num to farmers and the
latter assures a monthly
pension to the unorgan-
ised sector.

The prime minister
also dealt with the Pul-
wama terror attack with
“courage and states-
manship” as the Indi-
an Air Force launched
air strikes on terrorist
camps in Pakistan which
put the neighbouring
country “on the defen-
sive”. “Modi’s proactive
foreign policy has di-
minished the stature and
voice of Pakistan at the
world stage. On May 1,
Masood Azhar was de-
clared a terrorist by the
UN, thanks to the support
from a large number of
nations,” it noted.

The website also
said he became the first
prime minister in years
to visit the Kumbh Mela
and take a dip in Sangam,
besides attending a puja
ceremony.

“This visit indicat-
ed the prime minister’s
pride towards India’s rich
culture and the desire to
draw more youngsters
towards our rich ethos.

In the last few months,
Modi visited several such
centres closely associat-
ed with India’s history
and culture,” it added.

The prime minister
also visited Port Blair to
pay tributes to Hindut-
va icon Veer Savarkar
and several others at the
iconic Cellular Jail.

Noting that Netaji
Subhash Chandra Bose
has always been an influ-
ence on Modir, it said that
he unfurled the Tricolour
to mark the 75th anni-
versary of the unfurling
of the national flag by
Bose. During the 125
days, Modi visited his
Lok Sabha constituency
Varanasi five times and
attended wide-ranging
programmes.

The holy city has seen
“unparalleled develop-
ment work”, especially
in local infrastructure,
electricity and cleanli-
ness, and one project
that stands out is the
Kashi Vishwanath Dham
project, which aims at
improving infrastructure
at the Vishwanath tem-
ple and will “transform”
Varanasi. In February,
Modi addressed a rally of
ex-servicemen and ded-
icated the National War
Memorial to the nation.

)

SIKKIM STATE LEGAL-.“S.IERVICES AUTHORITY

Development Area, Gangtok: Sikkim
Phone: 03592-207753, Fax: 03592-207753

Mail us at advertise@summittimes.com
SILIGURI:

Mr. Mani Rai, M/s. Space Ads, B.R. Ambed-
kar Building, Room No.7, 1st floor. Opp.

22124337/ mob. 9830547774/ 983108397.
E-mail: contact.synapse@gmail.com/
irshad_ali123@rediffmail.com

EMPLOYMENT NOTICE
Applications are invited from eligible local candidates for filling up the following
posts on purely temporary basis in the establishment of Sikkim State Legal Services
Authority, Districts Legal Services Authorities (East, North, West and South) and
ADR Centre, East in the following Pay Matrix.

I, Tenzin Palbar @ Tenzin Palbar Bhutia, son of Nima SLSA
Chedar Bhl.ma}' resident of Gangtok, P.O. & PS.Gang- SL. Name | No. of | Pay in the Pay Qualification Syllabus
tok, East Sikkim, solemnly declare that Tenzin Pal- .
. . No. | ofPost | Post | Matrix
bar and Tenzin Palbar Bhutia denotes to one and _ G -
same identical person i.e. myself vide affidavit be- L 1 Peon |02 Rs.18,000/- Cell 1  Class VIII passed Viva Voce
fore Oath Commissioner, Gangtok, East Sikkim on GOVERNMENT OF SIKKIM Level 4 from a recognized only.
26th June 2012 at Gangtok, East Sikkim WATER SECURITY & PHE DEPARTMENT school/Board
) GANGTOK DLSA
~ SummltTIMES ~ GENERAL INFORMATION Sl Name of | No. of Post Pay in th(_a Qualification Sylla-
The contact numbers of the Jr. Engineers, Area Incharge and Fitters of different areas of Gang- No. Post Pay Matrix bus
CLAS SIFI E D S tok, Water Supply area area as follows for information of the General Public and the consumers. 1. Peon 04 (4 DLSAs for Rs.18,000/- | Class VIII passed | Viva
S.I Name Designation |Contact Number Remarks all the 4 Districts) Eell }4 frc})lm ? r]gcog(rjnzed Vo;:e
Required for Summit Times D _|BAZARZONE, MG MARG AREA — e —
q 1. | Chunku Bhutia JE 7407181121 ADR Centre, East at Gangtok
Two field reporters for Gangtok (East) and one > Promod Rai IE 8768880206 Sl Name of Post No. of | Payin the Qualification | Syllabus
g’;vxj;cl)ggﬁe;h::ﬂdogingﬁgrr: $afknﬁilis:' 3. | Chabilal Chettri St Fitter | 7407024847 chabilall No. Post | Pay Matrix
e gein) . %, Kalu Tamang St Fitter 9734452165 is Area 1. Sweep- . 01 Rs.18,000/- | ClassIV Viva Voce
' Summit Times office 5. | Bhim Bdr Chettri I St Fitter | 9002890366 Incharge. er-cum-Chowkidar Cell 1 Level 4 | passed only.
Ch h Road. G tok 6. Goverdhan Gurung Fitter 9733347592 Conditions of eligibility
urc oa anglo
¢ 8 1D ARITHANG 1. Should have attained the age of 18 years & should not have exceeded 40 years in
03592-208698 7. | Chotalall Das Fitter 9800413516 terms of Notification No: M(3)/(55)/GEN/DOP/Pt-Il DT: 03/07,/2017.
8. Badal Rai Fitter 9832330797 2. Candidates fulfilling the above criteria may apply for the post along with the self
101 NEW MARKET, NAMNANG, LALL BAZAR attested supporting documents and address proof and 3 (three) recent
URGENTLY REQUIRED ) - passport size photographs. Application received without supporting docu-
U tR it tf it 2. Depen Tamang Fitter 9775462806 ments will be summarily rejected. Candidates are also required to mention
) rgen ecruitment tor a waiter V) |DEVELOPMENT SICHEY AREA their proper address and mobile/ contact numbers in their applications.
with atleast 3 years experience and 10. | Sudip Chettri J.E. 9733037378 Bholanath 3. Other Requisites:-
one kitchen helper Contact: Hotel 11. | Saurav Giri J.E. 9933817883 Sharma is a) Candidates must be in possession of either Sikkim Subject Certificate or Certifi-
' T 12 Bhola Nath Sharma Sub J.E 9434339383 the Area cate of Identification issued by the Competent Authority.
Paramount, Dentam, West Sik- - - - — Incharge. b) Candidate already in Government Service or in Public Sector Undertaking or
kim- 9735909625 / 8348285444 13. {Bishnu Bhakta Chettri Sr. Fitter 9609030082 similar Organizations, whether in permanent or temporary capacity or as
14. |Sanman Tamang Fitter 9775944052 Work-Charge employee shall submit their application along with “No Ob-
15. | Samuel Bhujel Fitter 8016690716 jection Certificate” from their present employer.
PLOT FOR SALE' %) DPH AREA c) Candidate must possess valid employment card issued by D.0.PA.R.T, Govern-
: . Suraj G Fitt 8967983785 ment of Sikkim.
Vacant plot measuring 0.38 Acres for D D‘:;SJRA L;;ugfmm — d) SC/ST/OBC/MBC Certificate as the case may be.
i i . L e) Class VIII passed Mark-Sheet from recognized Board/School for the post of Peon.
Sa139a7tgnllg(l)SBOéaBg;Z;ZIé.SCIOZIIZ't;Ct. 16. | Namgyal Bhutia J.E 8250396081 Abiney f) Class IV passed for the post of Sweeper-cum-Chowkidar from a recognized Pri-
/ 17. | Mandira Rai J.E. 8145101883 Pradhan mary School.
18. | Abiney Pradhan Supervisor |9547251397 is the Area 4. The application along with self attested copies of the documents mentioned above

INTERESTED TO BECOME 19. | Durga Chettri Fitter 8116279340 Incharge should reach the Office of the Member Secretary, Sikkim State Legal Ser-

vices Authority, Development Area, Gangtok on or before 30.05.2019
A YOGA TEACHER? Vi) | TADONG AREA (Tuesday) between 10.00 am to 4.00 pm.
CRITERIA - Academic qualification of minimum 20. | Sunima Pradhan JL.E 7718468861 5. Application received after the last date i.e. 30.05.2019 shall not be entertained
higher secondary pass 21. Rinzing Bhutia J.E. 8597086909 on any ground.

Complete yoga syllabus will be provided by SYVC 22. | Tshering Bhutia Fitter 8372834840 6. The list of names of candidates found eligible to appear for visa-voce for the
Gangtok absolutely free of cost. After one year of ba- 23. | Dal Bdr. Chettri Fitter 9434408392 post of Peon and Swgep_er-cum-Chowkidar_ will be dis_played on the
sic training and service (karma yoga)/ volunteering VII) | BURTUK, CHANDMARI, TATHENCHEN Notice B(?ard of the Sikkim State Legal Services Authority on 7% June,
in the Centre, the candidate would be sent for Yoga >4, | Mrinalini Rai B 7797387562 2019 (Friday).

Teacher Training Course at Shivananda Yoga Ash- : Iinatini 2al LE. Zigmee 7. Candidates found eligible on preliminary scrutiny of the applications shall be is-
ram. After TTC, the candidate would be appointed on 25. | Zigmee Bhutia Sub J.E. 7872971527 Bhutia is sued admit cards on 7* to 9™ June, 2019.
part time basis at the Yoga Centre in Gangtok. College 26. | Pradeep Darjee - I Fitter 9474660054 the Area 8. Candidates issued with admit card for the posts above shall be interviewed
students can also apply. If required, food and accom- 27. | Suraj Rasaily Fitter 7602602777 Incharge on 11* of ]m_le’ 2019 (Tuesday) in the office of SLSA, Development
modation would be provided. 28. | Man Bdr Dural Fitter 7872882377 Area from 10:00 a.m. onwards. , , ,
. 9. The State Legal Services Authority reserves the right to accept or reject any appli-
Interested candidates may contact BOJOGHARI, PENLONG AREA cation, with or without any reason
: : ; Pemch P . . ’ . . .
) Deepa Yoga Centre at 29. | Sidesh Rai J.E. 9800067676 ng:fhauizg 10. No separate calling letter will be issued to eligible candidates for the practical/
Mob: +91 7432043719/ +91 8170953919. 30. |Pemchung Lepcha Supervisor | 7478949888 the Area written examination.
LAND FOR SALE 31. |Bhaichung Bhutia Sr. Fitter 9733062958 Incharge. 11. Eligible candidates should appear with the original documents at the time of
- 32. | Tashi Bhutia Sr. Fitter | 8348586449 interview.
A vacant plOt measuring 0.38 Ha. RANIPOOL AREA 12. No TA/DA shall be paid for appearing in the selection test.
16552.80 sq - ft) is for sale at Amdo
( . 9 ) . 33. | Sidesh Rai J.E 9800067676
Golai (above the main road), Gangtok. 31 s po— S , 85872853 Sd/-
. onam utia upervisor 7 7 . MEMBER SECRETARY

For more information please contact -
9717191985/9474651223.

R.0. No. 15/IPR/Pub/Classi./19-20 Date: 01.05.2019

R.0. No. 17 /IPR/Pub/Classi./19-20
Date: 03.05.2019.

Sikkim State Legal Authority
Development Area, Gangtok.
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Looking Out for 10%
Should Not be Difficult

And we let them down still

s of 2011, exactly 64,111 members of Sik-

kim’s population were in the 0-6 age-group,
making up a neat 10.50% of its population of
6,10,577 people. The national share of popula-
tion in this age-group is slightly higher at 13.1%,
down from 15.9% in 2001. These figures, as per
the Census of India 2011. The previous census
had posted the number of children in this age-
group at 78,195, making up 14.50% of Sikkim’s
population of 5,40,851 at the time.

There has been talk of the fall in fertility rates,
with some even suggesting that Sikkimese wom-
en should bear more children:-o While such de-
mands are clearly wrong on so many levels, this
section had only recently commented on such
attitudes, so today, let’s discuss “young age de-
pendency”, as census enumerators refer to the
0-6 age-group. Dependency ratio can be defined
as the age-population ratio of those typically not
in the labor force. This would mean the minors
and the senior citizens, whose care rests on the
shoulders of the productive/ working popu-
lation. Clearly then, the lower this number, the
lesser the stress on the working population and
better the access to available resources for the
‘dependents’. At a wider, society and State level,
this means that the existing infrastructure and
funds can now go much further since the number
of beneficiaries is fewer. Even in absolute terms,
for instance, the number of minors has dropped
from 78,195 in 2001 to 64,111 in 2011. Given the
trend, this number must be even lower now, five
years down the line. Budget outlays have how-
ever consistently risen, and even after factoring
in inflation, there should be much more available
by way of funds for these children per head than
was the case a decade and a half ago.

It goes without saying that fewer number of
the very young translates into an enhanced abili-
ty to invest in child development. It’s simplistic, but
one needs to be bear in mind that a fewer newborns
now, while it might free resources to ensure better
care and education for them in the immediate fu-
ture, also translates as greater responsibilities on
their shoulders in the longer run. As a generation
ages, they will stop being active contributors to the
economy and the work-place. Improved healthcare
facilities will mean that they will also remain de-
pendent for more years. The share of elderly will
increase, and with fewer young coming of age
down the line, the pressure on them to look after
the aged will increase. China is feeling the stress of
its one-child policy now. That said, today’s minors
will deliver on their adult responsibilities only as
well as they have been groomed at present. All the
more reason why they should be exposed to the
best education and groomed with a stronger sense
of responsibility and belonging if the present gen-
eration wants to be looked after better when they
retire and grow into the dependency of old age.

If education is genuinely touched by quality, a
more confident and definitely more resourceful
generation can be prepared. But Sikkim has been
failing its young embarrassingly. Take the Annual
Status of Education Report (ASER) for 2018, for in-
stance. Where one had hoped that more children
would have received access to improved classroom
teaching, the opposite seems to be happening.
Reading levels among standard III students rose
only marginally from 26.9% in 2012 to 29.3% in
2018. Even as the improvement is too miniscule,
what is also distressing is that reading levels were
measured as class III students being able to read
standard I texts. It should be a worry that barely
30% of the current standard III students can read
even basic standard II texts. Mathematics has ac-
tually recorded a fall in learning quality. In 2012,
55% of the standard III students could do subtrac-
tion [2-digit by 2-digit with borrowing], a basic
standard II task for this age, but in 2018, this num-
ber had fallen to 40%! Where the young should
have been learning better because there are fewer
of them and still the same number, if not more, of
teachers attending to them, the quality of learning
appears to have fallen!

But quality education is something every-
one owes to the very young. And now it is also
affordable. Think about it, if 90% of the popula-
tion wakes up to its responsibilities towards the
remaining 10% who depend on them for every-
thing, they can ensure that the minors receive
the best of everything. If this 90% consciously
resolves to genuinely care, a much more respon-
sive, warm and compassionate generation will
take charge of Sikkim in the very near future.

How the world’s largest democracy casts its ballots

POORVI VORA
theconversation.com

bout 600 million Indian citizens are expected
to cast their votes over a period of 39 days end-
ing May 19, in the ongoing election for their coun-
try’s parliament. There are roughly 900 million
eligible voters, and the country has typically seen
about two-thirds of them turn out to polling places.

I have been working on the security of elec-
tronic voting systems for more than 15 years, and,
along with other colleagues, have been interested
in understanding how a nation can tally that many
votes cast over such a long period. India uses a do-
mestically designed and manufactured electronic
voting machine - as many as 4 million of them at
1 million polling places, at least some in extremely
remote locations.

The first version of the Indian electronic voting
machine debuted in the state election in Kerala in
1982. Now they’re used in elections throughout
the country, which happen on different days in dif-
ferent areas.

HOW DOES IT WORK?

When a voter arrives at the polling place, she
presents a photo ID and the poll officer checks that
she is on the electoral roll. When it’s her turn to
vote, a polling official uses an electronic voting
machine’s control unit to unlock its balloting unit,
ready to accept her vote.

The balloting unit has a very simple user inter-
face: a series of buttons with candidate names and
symbols. To vote, the voter simply presses the but-
ton next to the candidate of her choice.

After each button press, a printer prints out the
voter’s choice on paper and displays it to the vot-
er for a few seconds, so the person may verify that
the vote was recorded correctly. Then the paper is
dropped into a locked storage box.

The whole system runs on a battery, so it does
not need to be plugged in.

When it’s time for the polling place to close at
the end of the voting day, each electronic voting
machine device and paper-record storage box is
sealed with wax and tape bearing the signatures
of representatives of the various candidates in that
election, and stored under armed guard.

After the election period is over and it’s time to
tally the votes, the electronic voting machines are
brought out, the seals opened and the vote counts
for each control unit are read out from its display
board. Election workers hand-tally these individu-
al machine totals to obtain the election results for
each constituency.

SECURITY PROTECTIONS - AND CONCERNS

The Indian electronic voting machine primar-
ily runs on specialized hardware and firmware,
unlike the voting machines used in the U.S., which
are software-intensive. It is intended for the single
purpose of voting and specially designed for that,
rather than relying on a standard operating system

like Windows, which needs to be regularly updated
to patch detected security vulnerabilities.

Each machine requires only a connection be-
tween a balloting unit and a control unit; there are
no provisions to connect an electronic voting ma-
chine to a computer network, much less the inter-
net - including wirelessly.

This design does offer some protections
against possible tampering with how votes are
recorded and tallied. The Election Commission of
India has repeatedly claimed that the electronic
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voting machines are tamper-proof. However, a
scholarly study has demonstrated there are ways
to rig the machines. In particular, the simplici-
ty of the design allows for simple attacks, such
as intercepting and modifying the signal carried
over the machine’s cable.

The Election Commission has not made public
any independent security evaluations, so it's un-
clear exactly what is - or isn’'t - possible. Parties
that lose elections often suspect malfeasance and
question the equipment.

MANUFACTURING THE MACHINES

As I and others have observed, when the ma-
chines are being made, there are a number of op-
portunities for someone to physically tamper with
an electronic voting machine in ways that preelec-
tion device testing might not detect. The machines’
software is designed, written and tested at two
electronics companies owned by the government
of India: Bharat Electronics Limited and Electron-
ics Corporation of India Limited. The chips for the
machines are manufactured outside India. In earli-
er versions of the machine, the chip manufacturer
also wrote the machine code into the chip; today
the electronics companies do it themselves.

At any time during manufacture, testing and
maintenance, it may be possible to introduce coun-
terfeit chips or swap out other components that

could let hackers alter the results.

The Election Commission of India argues that
any manipulation or error would be detected be-
cause the electronic voting machine is tested fre-
quently and candidate representatives have op-
portunities to participate in mock elections imme-
diately before a machine is used in a real election.
However, it is possible to make changes that will
not be detected. Testing can reveal only some prob-
lems, and the absence of problems during testing
does not mean that problems do not exist.

AUDITING THE MACHINES’ RESULTS

There is, however, a mechanism for detecting
attacks - that printed-out paper bearing the vote
and stored securely with the electronic equipment.
A 2013 Supreme Court directive asked the Election
Commission to create that process to protect the
integrity of the balloting process.

In each constituency, five electronic voting
machines will have their results audited by com-
paring a manual count of the printouts with the
electronic tallies. (This means about 1% or 2%
of each constituency’s machines will be test-
ed.) Opposition parties have asked the Supreme
Court to order audits of half of all electronic vot-
ing machines, but that may not happen with this
year’s election.

While the electronic voting machine system
is useful and functional, officials and observers
shouldn’t assume there’s no way to tamper with
the results. The Election Commission should cer-
tainly continue to improve testing and provide
public reports of independent testing. However,
because no technology can be tamper-proof, each
election outcome should be verified by a manual
audit, to ensure that the results are correct, what-
ever they may be.

[the writer is Professor of Computer
Science, George Washington University]

Julian Assange has refused to surrender
himself for extradition to the US. What now?

SAMUEL BERHANU

WOLDEMARIAM & AMY MAGUIRE
theconversation.com

n the case of Julian Assange, focus

has turned to the United States’ ef-
forts to extradite him from Britain to
the US to face a charge of conspiracy
“to commit computer intrusion”.

The initial extradition hearing,
which took place on Thursday, was
a preliminary step in what will be a
long, drawn-out process. Assange ap-
peared before the court by video link
and made it clear he opposes extradi-
tion. The next procedural hearing is
set for May 30.

Assange had been arrested by
London Metropolitan police on April
11, and removed from the Ecuadorian
embassy. He had been granted asylum
by the embassy seven years earlier, af-
ter fleeing arrest out of fear he would
be extradited to the United States.

Earlier this week, Assange was
convicted of breaking the conditions
of his bail in 2012, and sentenced to
50 weeks imprisonment.

WHAT HAPPENS NEXT?

The actual extradition hearing
will be some time off, following these
preliminary hearings. After an initial
decision by a judge, either side may
have access to an appeal procedure
through the courts.

Regardless of that outcome, the
final step rests with Home Secretary
Sajid Javid. Despite pressure from
UK lawmakers, Javid cannot make a
political decision on whether to ex-
tradite Assange - rather, his role is to
approve a court order for extradition
unless there are statutory provisions
that prohibit it.

His decision to extradite Assange might
also be subject to High Court appeal.
WHAT IS EXTRADITION?

Extradition is a legal process that
states use to facilitate the transfer of
a person from one jurisdiction to an-

other in order for that person to be
prosecuted for a crime. Many extra-
dition arrangements between states
rely on bi- and multilateral extradi-
tion and mutual assistance treaties.

The US and UK signed an extradi-
tion treaty in 2003. Under this treaty,
both countries agreed to extradite
people sought for trial or punishment
for extraditable offences. An offence
is extraditable where the conduct is
punishable under the laws of both
countries “by deprivation of liberty
for a period of one year or more.”

The offence for which Assange
is wanted in the US is punishable by
up to five years’ imprisonment. It is
grounded in an allegation that As-
sange engaged in a conspiracy with
Chelsea Manning to hack US Depart-
ment of Defence files, and publish
classified information on Wikileaks.

Assange maintains his innocence,
and his defenders argue that his ex-
tradition would set a dangerous prec-
edent for journalism and the publica-
tion of truthful information - particu-
larly as it may affect the US.

It is important to note the par-
allel, but now lapsed extradition
claim from Sweden, which had earli-
er sought Assange for a preliminary
investigation and possible prosecu-
tion for rape charges. Assange had
claimed an extradition to Sweden to
face those charges would result in
another extradition from there to the
US. Having lost his protection under
Ecuador, Assange now faces exactly
that prospect.

CONSTRAINTS ON EXTRADITION

Extradition is a heavily regulat-
ed and multi-stage process. Rules
and procedures within and beyond
the 2003 Extradition Treaty poten-
tially protect Assange from extradi-
tion to the US, or at least constrain
its conditions.

POLITICAL OFFENCES
The 2003 extradition treaty be-

tween the UK and the US explic-
itly provides:

“Extradition shall not be granted
if the offence for which extradition is
requested is a political offense.”

It is common for countries to re-
tain a power to refuse extradition
where it is sought in relation to polit-
ical offences. Such an exemption can
protect whistleblowers and others
who legitimately challenge the exer-
cise of governmental power.

Pure political offences are those
that directly target the government,
such as treason, sedition or espio-
nage. Relative political offences are
ordinary offences that are “commit-
ted for political motives or in a polit-
ical context”.

The UK does not have a statutory
or generally accepted judicial defi-
nition of a relative political offence.
However, the Anglo-American sys-
tem uses the “incidence-test” ac-
cording to which “the act must be
incidental to and forming a part of
political disturbances.”

The “requested state” may also
refuse extradition if it determines
that the request was politically
motivated.

Assange’s lawyers are expected
to make this a chief argument against
extradition. Such an argument could
not succeed on the basis that conspir-
acy to commit computer intrusion is
a pure political offence under UK leg-
islation, because it is not.

However, the UK courts or au-
thorities may regard the charge
Assange faces as a relative politi-
cal offence. Alternatively, they may
be convinced by Assange’s argu-
ment that his work with WikiLeaks
is purely journalistic and the US
charge politically motivated.

THE ‘RULE OF SPECIALITY’

The “Rule of Speciality” under the
extradition treaty offers Assange pro-
tection against new charges. Accord-

ing to this rule, an extradited person
may only be charged for the offence
for which the extradition is granted,
or for crimes committed thereafter.
However, the requested state may
waive the rule of speciality in which
case Assange may end up facing more
charges than originally specified.

This rule is important for both As-
sange and the UK authorities. The UK
is entirely opposed to the imposition
of the death penalty in any circum-
stances. The UK would be bound to
refuse to extradite Assange to the US
were he to face charges that carried a
possible death penalty.

There will be pressure on the UK
authorities to respect the rule of
speciality, in which case Assange
would face a maximum of five years
imprisonment should he be extra-
dited to the US.

TIME AND APPEAL PROCEDURES

Final decisions on extradition re-
quests take considerable time. For
example, the extradition of Abu Ham-
za from the UK to the US took eight
years. Progress of the extradition
request is likely to be slow through
the UK courts and bureaucracy. It
will be further delayed by any appeal
procedures Assange seeks to utilise,
whether through the UK courts or the
European human rights system.

It is impossible to say, for now,
what awaits Assange. At the very
least, following the completion of his
current prison sentence, there will be
renewed uncertainty about his liber-
ty. Controversy, of course, will persist
over whether Assange deserves pro-
tection against political prosecution,
if he may actually have nefarious
links to Russia, or indeed whether
the most just course would be for the
Swedish charges to be revived first.

[Samuel Berhanu Woldemariam is

PhD Candidate (Law), University of

Newcastle; Amy Maguire is Associate
professor, University of Newcastle]
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Cyclone Fani to change
Nepal's weather condition

SHIRISH B PRADHAN

KATHMANDU, MAY 3
(PTI): Cyclone Fani will
alter the weather condi-
tions in Nepal and bring
heavy rainfall and snowfall
in the Himalayas, meteorol-
ogists warned on Friday.

The powerful cy-
clone, strongest to hit
India in 20 years, made
landfall at around 8 am
in India’s eastern state
of Odisha.

Large areas in the
seaside pilgrim town
of Puri and other plac-
es were submerged as
heavy rains battered the
entire coastal belt of the
state affecting about 11
lakh people.

Although the cyclone
is not likely to make its
way to Nepal, light to
moderate rainfall cou-
pled with lightning and
windstorm will occur
in some parts of east-
ern and central regions
on Friday and Saturday.
The weather will get a
bit extreme, the Mete-
orological Forecasting
Division warned.

They said the cyclone
will affect the regular

P

pattern of weather con-
ditions in some parts of
the country.

The cyclone is not
likely to make its way to
Nepal. However, light-
ning and showers will
occur in some parts of

eastern and central re-
gions, a statement issued
by the MFD said.

Experts have warned
that it is likely that the
Himalayas will see heavy
rainfall and snowfall.

National Emergen-

cy Operation Centre
(NEOC) has urged tour
operators not to fly any
helicopters on Friday,
citing bad weather due
to the cyclone.

High wind flow was
noticed above 6,000 me-

tre altitude in Mt. Ever-
est where some 20 tents
were damaged by the
strong wind.

The NEOC has also
urged tourists around
the Himalayan region not
to venture outside.

Shawn Mendes
drops new
single ‘If I can’t

have you’

Los Angeles, May 3 (PTI):
Pop star Shawn Mendes
has released his new sin-
gle “If I can’t have you’
along with the official
music video.

The singer took to
Twitter to announce the
arrival of his new song
and shared the single’s
video and artwork.

“It's a confident pop
record and it's clearly
that for me. Pop is what's
in my blood no pun in-
tended.

“In  the last six
months [ wrote about
45 songs and they're all
over the place and differ-
ent vibes. This is the one
consistently every time |
played for myself and for
friends and family was
giving people that smile,”
the Candian singer-song-
writer told Apple Music’s
Beats 1.

Mendes has co-writ-
ten the song with Scott
Harris, Teddy Geiger, and
Nate Mercreau.

The 20-year-old sing-
er will be performing
the latest single for the
first time on Saturday
Night Live on May 4. This
will mark his second ap-
pearance on the popu-
lar American Television
show.

Mendes has recently
concluded the European
leg of his world tour after
he released his self titled
album, last year.
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Polymaths will reshape the future
of education : WB Governor

KOLKATA, MAY 3 (PTI):
West Bengal Governor K
N Tripathi Friday said a
wider range of learning is
the need of the time and
polymaths are reshaping
the future of education.

“Confining education
into only a few direc-
tions will result in partial
growth of society. Poly-
maths are the new lead-
ers,” he said addressing
the Annual Education
Conference, 2019 organ-
ised by the Bengal Cham-
ber of Commerce and In-
dustry here.

Tripathi said the true
aim of education is to de-

velop the ability to deal
with problems and ar-
rive at creative solutions.
“The emergence of new
challenges will require
new methodology and
new approach necessi-
tating transformation of
educational norms.

“There is need of re-
defining, rethinking and
rebooting of education
in such a manner that it
can successfully combat
the situation,” the gov-
ernnor added.

Speaking on the occa-
sion, scientist Prof Bikash
Sinha said that a poly-
math has to be a great

teacher, communicator
and master of pedagogy.
“No digital classroom can
replace the actual class.

There has to be a two
way interaction between
teacher and students,”
he said. Vice-Chancellor
of Maulana Abul Kalam
Azad University of Tech-
nology, Saikat Maitra
said disruptions with
technological  revolu-
tion is bringing in phe-
nomenal changes.

“It is the time of in-
terface of natural and
artificial intelligence. It is
time of blended learning
where no subject exists

in isolation, nothing is
one dimensional.
Polymathy allows
the concept of seeing
problems from different
perspectives. Classroom,
teaching will take new
turn because of digital
democracy. We have to
adopt polymathic ap-
proach to solve the prob-
lems,” Maitra said.
Satyam Roy Choud-
hury,  Co-Chairperson,
Education Committee of
the Bengal Chamber, said
that polymaths contin-
uously challenge them-
selves to grasp concepts
of different disciplines.

Doctors dispel myths on asthma treatment

New Delhi, May 3 (PTI): In view of
rising asthma cases in the coun-
try, especially in the city, experts
Friday called for more awareness
and also stressed upon dispelling
myths and fears associated with
inhalation therapy. In India, the
soaring numbers have reached
15-20 million and the number will
continue to grow until adequate
emphasis is laid on the importance
of identifying the right medication,
which can help manage asthma
effectively, Dr Anant Mohan, the
Head of Department of Pulmonary
Medicine at AIIMS, said.

The chronic disease affects a
large population worldwide and
its number is rising every year.
According to the WHO Fact sheet,
between 100 and 150 million peo-
ple around the globe suffer from
asthma. The reasons for the in-
creasing prevalence of asthma are
multifactorial. They include rising
air pollution with increase in air
particulate matter, smoking, in-
correct treatment in children, and
viral infections in early childhood.

Emphasising on right treat-
ment and awareness, Dr Mohan
said it is very important to change
the perception towards asthma
and inhalation therapy.

“While inhalation treatment
can play a crucial role in reducing
the impact of asthma on people’s
lives, adherence is crucial. Inhaled
medicines help to deliver the drugs
directly to the lungs where they
are required, so they work faster,
better and with negligible side ef-
fects,” Dr Mohan said.

He said the challenge is to con-
vince the patients to accept inhal-
ers and adhere to the treatment

prescribed in order to get the full
benefit. Inhalation therapy works
to control asthma by preventing
and relieving symptoms and re-
ducing flare-ups, but they will
work if patients work in partner-
ship with their physicians and take
them as advised.

Another challenge to manage
asthma is discontinuation of the
medication once the symptoms
have subsided. Unfortunately,
this may also result in the aggra-
vation of the disease and flare-up
of symptoms, leading to worsen-
ing of disease.

Experts suggested consulting
a doctor before taking such steps
as asthma usually requires long-
term treatment.

Air pollution is becoming an
important cause and trigger for
asthma in India and it is proven
now that inhalation therapy re-
mains the best form of drug deliv-
ery in asthma as it delivers drugs
directly in the lungs, and the action

is quick and lesser dose is required
to improve the symptoms.

“We need to make people aware
about this safe and effective thera-
py. Inhalers are handy, easy to car-
ry and patient friendly as they are
very simple to use,” said Dr Ankit
Parakh , senior consultant Pulmo-
nologist, Centre For Child Health
at BLK Super Speciality Hospital,
New Delhi.

According to a Lancet Re-
port, traffic-related pollution
caused asthma among 350,000
children in India in 2015, sec-
ond only to China.

The Lancet study analysed
194 countries and 125 major cit-
ies worldwide. Although less than
half the size of China’s burden, In-
dia had the next largest number
of cases (350,000) due to its large
population of children. Among
cities, Paris ranked 21st (33 per
cent), New Yorkv29th (32 per
cent), London 35th (29 per cent),
and New Delhi 38th (28 per cent).

BJP office damaged in IED blast

JAMSHEDPUR, MaAy 3
(PTI): A BJP office in
Jharkhand’s Seraike-
la-Kharswan district

was partially damaged
in an IED blast triggered
by suspected Maoists on
Friday, police said.

No one was injured in
the blast, they said.

Four armed men
came to the party office

at Kharswan early Friday
morning and dragged out
two/three persons sleep-
ing inside the building be-
fore planting an IED, said
Superintendent of Police,
Chandan Kumar Sinha.
Asked whether Mao-
ists were involved in the
incident, the SP said the
way blast was triggered
indicates the involve-

ment of the Maoists.

A police team has
rushed to the spot to in-
vestigate the incident.

Kharswan, about 30
km from here, falls under
Khunti  Parliamentary
seat, from where former
Jharkhand Chief Minis-
ter and BJP leader Arjun
Munda is contesting the
May 6 Lok Sabha polls.

Nepal witnesses first bird flu death

KATHMANDU, MAy 3 (PTI):
A 21-year old man has
died here after being in-
fected by bird flu, becom-
ing the first-ever patient
in the Himalayan nation
to succumb to the viral
disease, according to a
media report.

The patient, whose
identity has not been re-
vealed, was admitted to
a hospital in Kathmandu
on March 24 with symp-

toms of fever and cough.
His saliva sample was
sent to the National Pub-
lic Health Laboratory and
also to Japan following
which it was confirmed
that he was suffering
from bird flu or avian
influenza, My Republica
reported on Thursday.
Though he was treat-
ed, the patient died on
March 29, officials from
the Ministry of Health

and Population (MoHP)
said. It was the first-ever
death case caused by bird
flu in Nepal, they said.
The incident was un-
expected, Pushpa Chaud-
hari, secretary at MoHP,
said. Bird flu is caused by
the highly pathogenic avian
influenza A (H5N1) virus or
other non-human influenza
sub-types (eg H7, H9), ac-
cording to the World Health
Organisation (WHO).

Activists want PepsiCo to compensate
farmers for ‘harassment’

AHMEDABAD, MAy 3
(PTI): A day after Pep-
siCo announced that it
would withdraw cases
filed against the potato
farmers in Gujarat, activ-
ists and farmer leaders
Friday said the company
must do it unconditional-
ly and also pay a compen-
sation to the cultivators
for causing “harassment”.

Agitated by PepsiCo’s
earlier decision to sue
potato growing farmers
for allegedly growing a
variety of potato regis-
tered by it, around 25
major farmers’ bodies of
Gujarat and the country,
including Bharatiya Ki-
san Sangh (BKS), along
with activists and NGOs
have decided to form a
central body - Seed Sov-
ereignty Forum - to pro-
tect farmers’ rights on
seeds. A meeting to chalk
out an action plan under
this umbrella body was
held on Friday at the Gu-
jarat Vidyapith here, said
farm rights activist, Kapil
Shah of NGO ‘Jatan.

“We are apprehensive
because PepsiCo’s state-
ment yesterday does not
offer anything new. The
company had earlier told
the court that it will with-
draw cases on two condi-
tions - either farmers give
up using company’s seeds
or farmers become part of
contract farming with the
company,’ Shah told report-

ers here. “We demand that
the withdrawal of cases
must be unconditional. We
also want the company to
pay compensation to these
farmers for causing harass-
ment. The law is crystal
clear and it says that farm-
ers’ or cultivators’ rights
will always supersede the
rights of seed breeders.
Farmers’ right over seed is
non-negotiable,” he said.

Nine farmers from Sa-
barkantha and Aravalli dis-
tricts were sued by PepsiCo
in two separate courts for
allegedly growing a variety
of potatoes for which the
company has claimed plant
variety protection (PVP)
rights, and sought damag-
es ranging from Rs 20 lakh
to Rs 1 crore from each
of them. They have been
sued by the company un-
der the Protection of Plant
Varieties and Farmers’
Rights Act, 2001.

Shah said the issue
touches farmers of the
entire country and not
just of Gujarat.

“After  this issue
cropped up, around 25
national and regional
organisations  working
for farmers decided to
come under one roof to
form ‘Seed Sovereignty
Forum. We will hold a
meeting today to devise
an action plan to fight
against such cases in the
future and formulate a
long-term strategy to en-

sure that farmers’ rights
are not snatched away,”
said Shah. Shah was ac-
companied by four farm-
ers of Sabarkantha dis-
trict, who were sued by
the MNC. Office-bearers
of the BKS and several
other farm rights activ-
ists were also present.

Registrar of Gujarat
Vidyapith, Rajendra Khi-
mani, called for spread-
ing of awareness among
farmers about various
laws that protect them.

“All the Acts are in En-
glish, not in the language
understood by the major-
ity of farmers. As a result,
they are not aware of their
rights. There is a need to
make such laws available
in local languages. We
also need to keep a check
on any attempt aimed at
diluting such pro-farmer
laws,” Khimani, who is the
president of Gujarat Asso-
ciation of Agricultural Sci-
ences, said.

Chhabil Patel, one of
the farmers sued by Pep-
siCo, said they used re-
jected potatoes as seeds,
which is a natural prac-
tice in villages. “We have
been wrongly framed.
After grading, PepsiCo
takes only large-size po-
tatoes (to make chips),
while small potatoes
were discarded. Such re-
jected stock is available
everywhere. We sowed
those potatoes only.

Ivktad el sy mad con
91 891 D80 G206; +§1 BI2 208 OTES

" ssnys
ONTEESTA,
HYDEL
ANDCLIMATE
CHANGE
INSIKKIM




In SummitTIMES | 04 May 2019

Sport&

Delhi Capitals eye big win in
pursuit of 2nd place finish

SAUMOJYOTI S
CHOUDHURY
NEwW DELHI,
(PTI): Their play-off
berth  sealed, Delhi
Capitals will aim for a
big win against Rajas-
than Royals to enhance
their chances for a sec-
ond-place finish when
the two teams clash in
their final IPL league
match, here Saturday.

The Capitals are al-
ready sweating over key
pacer Kagiso Rabada’s
fitness as the South Afri-
can pacer missed a game
first time this season
against Chennai Super
Kings due to a stiff back
on Wednesday.

And in all likelyhood,
Delhi will not risk playing
Rabada on Saturday, when
they are sure to compete
in the Play-offs for the first
time in seven years.

A big win on Saturday
will not only will boost
Delhi’s morale after the
80-run hammering at the
hands of CSK but it could
also propel the side to
the second position in
the eight-team standings.

Delhi are current-
ly sitting third with 16
points from 13 games,
just behind Mumbai Indi-
ans (16 points) and table
toppers CSK (18 points).

A win against Rajas-
than will enhance Del-
hi’s chances of featuring
in Qualifier 1, giving
them two shots at the
May 12 final.

In the absence of
Rabada, Delhi’s bowling
attack looked miserable,
but it is the shoddy per-
formance of the batting

May 3

unit which would be
a cause of concern for
skipper Shreyas Iyer.
Chasing CSK’s chal-
lenging 179 for four,
Delhi were shot out for
just 99 with only Iyer
(44) making a significant
contribution. The likes
of Prithvi Shaw, Shikhar
Dhawan, Rishabh Pant
and Colin Ingram would
like to forget the disas-
trous outing against CSK
and come out afresh in
Delhi’s last home game.
Rajasthan, on the
other hand, are math-
ematically still alive in
the tournament with 11
points from 13 games.
They need to win
against Delhi and hope for
favourable results from

other remaining games to
secure a play-off berth as
the fourth team. But a win
against Delhi might just
not be enough for Rajas-
than as it will take them
to 13 points, after their
last game against Royal
Challengers  Bangalore
was washed away.

With Steve Smith hav-
ing departed home for
World Cup preparations,
Ajinkya Rahane will re-
turn to captaincy duties.
Ashton Turner is expect-
ed to replace Smith in the
playing eleven.

The departure of
Smith, Jos Buttler and
Ben Stokes has weak-
ened Rajasthan’s batting,
putting more responsi-
bility on the shoulders

of Rahane, Sanju Samson
and Liam Livingstone
but the team’s bowling
unit would be pumped
up after the leg-spinner
Shreyas Gopal’s hat-trick
in the rain-truncated
match against ECB.

In the last encounter
between the two sides last
month, it was Delhi Capi-
tals who came out on top
in Jaipur by six wickets in
a high-scoring affair.

Teams

Delhi Capitals:
Shreyas lyer (C), Prithvi
Shaw, Shikhar Dhawan,
Rishabh Pant, Colin In-
gram, Keemo Paul, Axar
Patel, Rahul Tewatia,
Amit Mishra, Kagiso
Rabada, Ishant Sharma,
Hanuma Vihari, Ankush

Bains, Chris Morris,
Sherfane Rutherford, Ja-
laj Saxena, Sandeep La-
michhane, Trent Boult,
Avesh Khan, Nathu Singh,
Bandaru Ayyappa, Colin
Munro, Manjot Kalra.
Rajasthan Royals:
Ajinkya Rahane (C), Ash-
ton Turner, Ish Sodhi,
Oshane Thomas, Liam
Livingstone, Sanju Sam-
son, Shubham Ranjane,

Stuart Binny, Shreyas
Gopal, Sudhesan Mid-
hun, Jaydev Unadkat,

Prashant Chopra, Ma-
hipal Lomror, Aryaman
Birla, Riyan Parag, Dhaw-
al Kulkarni, Krishnappa
Gowtham, Varun Aaron,
Shashank Singh, Manan
Vohra, Rahul Tripathi.
Match starts at 4 PM.

Nihal Sarin targets
2600 in Malmo

Malmo (Sweden), May
3 (PTI): Fourteen-year-
old Grandmaster Nihal
Sarin is training his sight
to become the youngest
Indian to break the 2600
rating barrier from the
TePe Sigeman & Co In-
ternational tournament,
beginning here on Friday.

Nihal goes into the
tournament with a live
rating of 2598, hoping to
break the Indian record
set by Parimarjan Negi
almost a decade back
in 2009. Negi had then
become the youngest
Indian to have broken
the barrier, at the age
of 15 years 11 months.
Crossing the mark will
make Nihal currently the
youngest player in the
world to do so.

The tournament will
have eight players with
an average rating of
2663, making it a Cate-
gory 17 tournament, ac-
cording to FIDE.

The field is led by
the India No. 2 GM Pen-
tala Harikrishna. Having
just finished second in
the Shenzen Masters,
Harikrishna will be a
front runner for the title
here having recovered
from a patchy stretch
that he suffered recently.
Going into the Sigeman
tournament, the Indian
Super Grandmaster will
look forward to break

Gk Y
free from the mixed yet
strong field.

GM Gawain Jones of
England and GM Ivan Sa-
ric of Croatia and Parham
Maghsoodloo of Iran are
three players who could
possibly give Harikrish-
na a close fight. Other
players include Swedish
duo of GM Nils Grande-
lius and GM Tiger Hillarp
Persson, GM Liviu-Dieter
Nisipeanu of Germany
besides Nihal Sarin.

Harikrishna will
open his campaign
against Persson while
Nihal is set to meet Saric
in the opener.

Speaking about his
expectations, Nihal said,
“Right now, they are not
based on my results. I
just want to play as well
as I can and try and win
as many games as I can.”

When asked how he
would want to ensure
that he will play good
games, Nihal said con-
sistency is the key. “It
is about making good
moves throughout the
game, and then doing it
game after game.”

Pairings round 1:

P Harikrishna (Ind)
vs Tiger Hillarp Persson
(Swe); Nihal Sarin (Ind)
vs Parham Maghsood-
loo (Iri) vs Gawain Jones
(Eng); Nils Grandelius
(Swe) vs Liviu-Dieter Ni-
sipeanu (Ger).

CSA call back Rabada, to
miss remainder of IPL

NEw DELHI, May 3 (PTI):
Injured Kagiso Rabada
was on Friday ruled of
the rest of the IPL after
South Africa decided to
call the pacer back as a
precautionary measure
ahead of the World Cup.
Rabada had missed
Delhi Capitals’ last match
against Chennai Super
Kings due to stiff back
and his unavailability is a
severe blow to Delhi Cap-
itals, who are striving to
win their maiden IPL title.
According to a state-
ment from the Delhi Cap-
itals, Rabada, the current
Purple Cap holder, has
been advised to return
home by CSA.
“Itisindeed very hard
for me to leave the Delhi
Capitals at this stage of
the tournament,” said the
23-year-old Rabada, who
took 25 wickets from 12
matches that he played
this season.
“But with the World
Cup just a month away,

a collective decision has
been made for me in this
regard. It's been a tre-
mendous season for me
with the Delhi Capitals,
both on and off the field,
and I truly believe that our
team can win the trophy.”

Delhi Capitals’ head
coach Ricky Ponting
termed the development
as “unfortunate”.

“It’s unfortunate that
Rabada is having to leave
us at this stage of the
tournament. But I have

full confidence in our
team and I'm sure each
and every member of this
unit will step up to the
occasion,” Ponting said.

Rabada has played a
pivotal role in Delhi Cap-
itals’ march to the first
Play-offs after a gap of
seven years.

Delhi Capitals will
play Rajasthan Roy-
als in their last league
match at the Feroze
Shah Kotla Stadium
here on Saturday.

Neeraj undergoes elbow surgery,
doubtful for Doha Worlds

MumBAl, May 3 (PTI):
Star  Indian  javelin
thrower Neeraj Chopra
has undergone an elbow
surgery, raising doubts
over his participation
in the World Champion-
ships to be held in Doha
from September 27 to
October 6.

Neeraj was operated
by celebrated orthopae-
dic surgeon Dr Dinshaw
Pardiwala at the Kokila-
ben Hospital.

“Undergone  elbow
surgery in Mumbai by
Dr.Dinshaw Pardiwa-
laWill require some
months of rehabilitation
before i can start back
with  throwing.Hoping
to return stronger. Every
setback is a setup for a
comeback. God wants to
bring you out better than
you were before,” Neer-
aj posted on his twitter
handle on Friday.

The 21-year-old de-
veloped pain in his elbow
while practising at the
NIS Patiala in April.

Dr. Pardiwala is a
renowned orthopaedic
surgeon who has treat-
ed many sports stars like
Sushil Kumar, Saina Ne-
hwal, P V Sindhu, Yogesh-

war Dutt, Vinesh Phogat,
Akhil Kumar, H S Pran-
noy among others.

The duration for
which Neeraj will have
to stay away from action
is not yet clear but his
chances of being fit in
time for the World Cham-
pionships is a matter of
speculation at this point.
His coach Bahadur Singh
has already urged him
not to rush back keeping
next year’s Olympics in
mind.

The elbow injury had
earlier forced the Com-
monwealth and Asian
Games champion to skip
the Asian Championships

|

held in Doha from April
21 to April 24.

The world no. 5 in his
discipline would have
been India’s brightest
hope for a medal. Neeraj
shot to fame by winning
the javelin gold at the
2016 IAAF World U-20
Championships in Byd-
goszcz, Poland.

From there it was
no looking back for the
athlete from Panipat, as
he went on to win golds
at the 2016 South Asian
Games, the 2017 Asian
Championships in Bhu-
baneswar, and last year’s
Commonwealth and
Asian Games.

Sunrisers eye Play-off berth

in clash agalnst RCB

BD NARAYANKAR

BENGALURU, MAy 3
(PTI): Sunrisers Hyder-
abad would look to com-
plete the unfinished busi-
ness and seal their place
in the IPL Play-offs when
they clash with laggards
Royal Challengers Banga-
lore, here Saturday.

The defeat against
Mumbai Indians via Su-
per Over must be hurting
but they need to shrug it
off and add two points
to take their tally to 14,
good enough to stay in
top-4.

Despite their de-
feat against Mumbai on
Thursday night, Hyder-
abad’s net run rate is
+0.653, which is superior
to others in contention
for the Play-offs.

Even if Hyderabad
lose their last match,
they can still reach play-
offs if Kolkata Knight Rid-
ers and Kings XI Punjab
don’'t win more than one
of their last two matches.

In the absence of
their batting mainstay
David Warner, young
Manish Pandey (71 off
47 balls) shouldered the
responsibility pretty well
in the last match against
Mumbai as he pushed
the match into the super
over after he carted Har-
dik Pandya for a last-ball
six to bring scores level.

Mumbai Indians had
scored 162 for five in the
allotted 20 overs. Need-
ing nine to win in super
over, Pandya and Kieron
Pollard took the side
home with three balls

to spare. Hyderabad had
managed 8 for 2 with
Jasprit Bumrah bagging
Pandey and Mohammed
Nabi’s wickets.

Captain Kane Wil-
liamson, all-rounder Vi-
jay Shankar and come-
back man Wriddhiman
Saha will look to score in
the key match.

Hyderabad bowlers
have performed well in
patches and need to get
their act together against
Bangalore’s master blast-
ers AB de Villiers and Vi-
rat Kohli.

The visitors boast
of multi-pronged attack
in which Afghanistan’s
Rashid Khan has been
the standout performer.

Sandeep Sharma,
Khaleel Ahmed and ex-
perienced  Bhuvnesh-
war Kumar, along with
the Afghan spin twins
Rashid and Mohammed
Nabi add sting to Hyder-
abad attack.

Bangalore will be
playing for pride after
their hopes of enter-
ing playoffs went up
in smoke after their
match against Rajas-
than Royals was aban-

doned due to rain.
The Teams (From):
Sunrisers Hyderabad:
Kane Williamson (C), Ba-
sil Thampi, Bhuvneshwar
Kumar, Deepak Hooda,
Manish Pandey, T Natara-
jan, Ricky Bhui, Sandeep
Sharma, Siddarth Kaul,
Shreevats Goswami,
Khaleel Ahmed, Yusuf
Pathan, Billy Stanlake,
Rashid Khan, Moham-
mad Nabi, Shakib Al
Hasan, Wriddhiman
Saha, Martin Guptill, Vi-
jay Shankar, Abhishek
Sharma and Shahbaz Na-
deem.
Royal Challengers
Bangalore: Virat Kohli
(capt), Parthiv Patel,
AB de Villiers, Colin de
Grandhomme, Umesh
Yadav, Yuzvendra Chahal,
Moeen Ali, Shimron Het-
myer, Dale Steyn, Shivam
Dube, Mohammed Siraj,
Navdeep Saini, Devdutt
Padikkal, Himmat Singh,
Milind Kumar, Gurkeer-
at Singh Mann, Heinrich
Klaasen, Pawan Negi,
Washington Sundar, Ak-
shdeep Nath, Prayas Ray
Barman, Kulwant Khe-
jroliya and Tim Southee.
Match starts at 8 pm.

‘No tension’ as Smith and Warner back in Aussie colours: Langer

BRISBANE, MAY 3 (AFP): Steve Smith
and David Warner have been welcomed
back to the Australian team with “no
tension”, coach Justin Langer said Fri-
day, with the World Cup offering anoth-
er opportunity for redemption.

The duo returned to the national side
for a World Cup training camp Friday in
Brisbane after serving year-long bans for
their part in the “sandpapergate” scandal
in Cape Town that rocked cricket. “There
is no tension,” a smiling Langer told re-
porters. “They’re back in the team now.
They’ve been selected, which is brilliant”

The duo have enjoyed a solid comeback
in the Twenty20 IPL, with Warner in blis-
tering form, topping the competition bat-
ting rankings with 692 runs from 12 innings.
Langer acknowledged there would need to

" CRICKET
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be some adjustments for the former team
leaders, but said the team would be boosted
by their experience. “When you come from

the titled position of captain then there is
going to be a certain degree of humility that
comes with that,” he said. “One of our really

SYDMEY

strong values is humility; so there will be great
opportunity to develop that”

The Aussie coach welcomed the se-
lection dilemma Smith and Warner add-
ed to the top order; joining Aaron Finch,
Usman Khawja and Shaun Marsh, made
it “exciting to have those five 100-mak-
ers at our disposal”. Australia are the
reigning World Cup champions and have
been in recent red-hot form winning eight
one-day internationals on the trot, against
India and Pakistan. “We have had great suc-
cess in the past. While we celebrate that, it
means nothing on how we play this (World
Cup),” Langer said. “But [ do know that we
had a very humbling experience. And we
bought it upon ourselves,” he added, re-
flecting on vision of Smith being “frog-
marched out of South Africa”.
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Doubt if Modi knows about Bhagat
Cong leader Manish Tewari

Singh:

KHATKAR KALAN (PUN-
JAB), May 3 (PTI): Con-
gress Lok Sabha candi-
date Manish Tewari Fri-
day said he doubted if
Prime Minister Naren-
dra Modi knew about
freedom fighter Bhagat
Singh as the PM never
turned up to pay re-
spects to the martyr.

Tewari is contest-
ing the Anandpur Sahib
constituency in Punjab
against Shiromani Akali
Dal (SAD) nominee and
sitting MP Prem Singh
Chandumajra.

“I really doubt if PM
Modi has any idea about

‘Shaheed-e-Azam’ Bhagat
Singh as he never turned
up to pay respects to the
legendary hero here,
Tewari said at a public
meeting at the memorial
of the freedom fighter.

He announced that
the first thing he would
do after getting elected
would be to move a res-
olution in Parliament to
officially declare Bhagat
Singh as ‘Shaheed-e-
Azam’.

“His sacrifice in In-
dia’s freedom struggle
remains unmatched, un-
paralleled and officially
unacknowledged, as we

have failed to recognise
it on record,” Tewari
claimed. “Our great mar-
tyrs like Bhagat Singh,
Sukhdev and Rajguru
have not got their due,” he
claimed, adding we, at least,
owe arespectable acknowl-
edgment and gratitude
towards our great martyrs
without whose sacrifices
we would not have been

here today”.
Taking a dig at the
prime minister, Tew-

ari said despite Modi’s
“great pretentions” about
ultra-nationalism, he has
not deemed it necessary
to spare an hour to pay

obeisance at the memo-
rial of Bhagat Singh.

“Maybe he does not
find Bhagat Singh sale-
able in his scheme of
things, he said.

“God willing, if you
(voters) send me to Par-
liament, I promise, the
first thing I will do, is to
bring in a resolution to
get Shaheed (martyr)
Bhagat Singh officially
declared as the ‘Shaheed-
e-Azam’ and I am sure
each and every member
of Parliament irrespective
of their party will support
it and cooperate in getting
it through,” Tewari said.

The Congress candidate
also took a jibe at his SAD
rival Chandumajra, claim-
ing that he had done noth-
ing for the constituency
and had only been fooling
people in the name of de-
velopment while remain-
ing indifferent towards his

constituency.
Seeking the people’s
support, Tewari said

he promised only those
things on which he could
deliver. “I have never
made any false promise
or commitment to any-
one. I say only what I
mean,” he added. PTI CHS
VSD RDK

US man
executed
for double
murder

WASHINGTON, MAY 3
(AFP): A man convicted
of murdering two people
was executed on Thurs-
day in the US state of
Georgia.

Scotty Morrow, 52,
was put to death by le-
thal injection at 9:38 pm
(0138 GMT) at a prison
in Jackson, the Georgia
Department of Correc-
tions said in a statement.

Shortly after Christ-
mas 1994, Morrow broke
into his ex-girlfriend’s
house, where she was
with two friends and her
children.

Morrow shot the
three women, killing two
of them, including his
former girlfriend, in front
of her five-year-old son.

He was convicted of
the double murder and
sentenced to death in
1999, but the decision
was overturned in 2011
on the grounds that his
trial defense was poor
because his lawyers had
failed to note he had
been abused and raped
as a child.

The Georgia Supreme
Court then reversed that
decision, confirming the
original verdict from
1999.

On Wednesday, the
Georgia State Board of
Pardons and Paroles
dismissed a clemency
request from support-
ers, who claimed he had
become a model prison-
er who was sorry for his
crimes.

On Thursday, lawyers
made a final appeal to the
US Supreme Court, after
the state Supreme Court
rejected a clemency bid.

He is the fifth person
executed in the United
States in 2019.
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Massive Afghanistan peace
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sm’mit ends in Kabul
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KaBuL, MAy 3 (AFP): A huge
peace meeting aimed at finding
an exit from Afghanistan’s war
is due to finish Friday in Kabul,
with leading politicians expect-
ed to announce visions for a
much-needed breakthrough.

This week’s “loya jirga”, or
grand assembly, saw about 3,200
religious and tribal leaders, poli-
ticians and representatives gather
under tight security to try to find
common ground and discuss pos-
sible conditions for a peace deal
with the Taliban.

On Thursday, several officials
said a vital first step is an imme-
diate reduction in violence, which
has continued apace across Af-
ghanistan even with various peace
summits taking place.

“Every day, Afghans are be-
ing killed without any reason.
An unconditional ceasefire must
be announced,” said Mohammad

Qureshi, head of one of the jirga’s
many committees.

The jirga comes as the Tal-
iban, who were not at the talks,
are this week separately meeting
in Doha with US peace envoy Zal-
may Khalilzad.

Those talks focus on a potential
deal that would see the withdraw-
al of foreign forces from Afghani-
stan in return for the Taliban guar-
anteeing terrorist groups could no
longer operate in the country.

Huge swathes of Afghan society
worry that if the US does make a
deal with the Taliban, the militant
Islamists would try to seize pow-
er and undo advances in women'’s
rights, media freedoms, and legal
protections.

Such concerns were laid bare at
the jirga, where hundreds of wom-
en were in attendance outlining
their “red lines” for any negotia-
tions with the Taliban. “We don’t

want such a peace that women'’s
rights are not respected, freedom
of expression are not ensured,
elections are not held,” commit-
tee member Faizullah Jalal told
the summit.

The jirga proved controversial,
with opposition figures slamming
it as an election campaign event
for President Ashraf Ghani, who is
due to deliver closing remarks.

Among those boycotting were
Chief Executive Abdullah Abdullah
and Gulbuddin Hekmatyar, a no-
torious former warlord. Both men
are running for president in elec-
tions slated for September.

Meanwhile, Afghanistan’s war
rages on, with thousands of civilians
and fighters being killed each year.
US forces continue to train Afghan
partners on the ground and strike
the Taliban from the air, in a bid to
push the war -- now in its 18th year
-- to a political settlement.

Submit expenditure details in
90 days: Poll officials to MNS

MumMmBAl, May 3 (PTI):
The Maharashtra Navnir-
man Sena (MNS) has
been asked to submit
details within 90 days
of expenses incurred on
the election rallies of its
president Raj Thackeray.

An election official
said the notice for sub-
mission of election ex-
penditure was issued
after consultations with
the Election Commission

.

MNS is a registered po-

statement of accounts.

Electoral Officer(CEO)

More Aussie candidates withdraw
over social media posts

il

SYDNEY, MAY 3 (AFP): An-
other candidate for Aus-
tralia’s governing Liber-
als was forced to stand
down over anti-Muslim
comments Friday as the
party struggles to fend
off charges it harbours
right-wing extremists.

But the main opposi-
tion Labor party, which
is comfortably leading
in opinion polls ahead
of the May 18 general
election, also saw one
of its own stand down
Friday over lewd social
media posts.

Jessica Whelan be-
came the third Liberal
candidate to quit the race
in the past three days
over racist or homopho-
bic social media posts.

Whelan, running for
the lower house of par-
liament from the island
state of Tasmania, initial-
ly said the posts, which
included references to
“filthy Muslims” and
called for a referendum
to ban Muslim immigra-
tion, had been doctored
by hackers.

Party leaders sup-
ported her as late as
Thursday and said po-
lice had been called in to
investigate the alleged

hack. But after screen-
shots of additional an-
ti-Islam posts emerged
in the Australian press
overnight, Whelan with-
drew from the race early
Friday. The move came
after the Liberals, led
by Prime Minister Scott
Morrison, were forced
to drop two other candi-
dates in the key state of
Victoria on Wednesday
after they were found to
have posted anti-Islam
or homophobic messag-
es on social media.

The incidents pro-
vided new ammunition
to opposition parties’
charges that the Liberals
have become dominat-
ed by extremists since
party hardliners ousted
moderate prime minis-
ter Malcolm Turnbull last
August, putting the more
conservative  Morrison
in power. “The Liber-
als have been forced to
dump another one of its
extreme right-wing can-
didates,” trumpeted La-
bor leader Bill Shorten.

Morrison denied that
Whelan’s views reflect-
ed a broader far-right
agenda for his party. “Her
views were her views
and they do not repre-

\

sent the views of the par-
ty I lead,” he said.

Labor has also been
hit by controversy as
both major party cam-
paigns are roiled by so-
cial media posts made by
their candidates, some-
times years earlier.

One Labor candidate
dropped out of the race
earlier this week over
posts deemed anti-Se-
mitic and Friday another
Labor hopeful stepped
aside for posting rape
jokes and other lewd
comments.

Luke Creasey, an
openly gay 29-year-old
school teacher running
for office in Melbourne,
posted the comments in
2012 and Shorten de-
fended him Friday morn-
ing, saying the candidate
regretted the posts made
when he was 22.

But with Labor under
withering criticism from
Liberal officials, Creasey
withdrew from the race
hours later.

In an increasingly fi-
ery campaign, both par-
ties are learning the val-
ue of vetting candidates
even in long-shot races
where they stand little
chance of taking office.

NZ PM Ardern to marry long-time partner

WELLINGTON, May 3 (AFP):
New Zealand Prime
Minister Jacinda Ardern
and her long-term part-
ner Clarke Gayford have
become engaged to be
married, her office said
Friday. A spokesman for
Ardern and Gayford said
the couple, who have
a baby daughter Neve,
agreed to tie the knot
over the Easter break.

He could not reveal
whether a date for the
prime ministerial nup-
tials had been set or who
had proposed to whom.

“I can’t say anything
about it other than they
are engaged and it hap-
pened over Easter,” the
spokesman told AFP. Ar-

dern, 38, had Neve last
June, becoming only the
second prime minister
in the world to give birth
while in office and later
taking the infant onto the
floor of the UN Assembly
in New York.

Since the birth, Gayford,
a television fishing show
host, has taken on the role
of stay-at-home dad. The
engagement comes after a
trying time for Ardern, who
has been widely praised for
her response to the March
15 Christchurch mosque
shootings that claimed the
lives of 51 Muslim worship-
pers. Ardern said in an inter-
view last year that she would
not propose to Gayford, even
though she regards herselfas

a feminist. “I want to put him
through the pain and torture
of having to agonise about
that question himself’ she
told the BBC.

News of the engage-
ment broke after journal-
ists noticed Ardern was
wearing a diamond ring
while carrying out her
duties on Friday. How-
ever, there have been at
least two false alarms in
the past when Ardern has
been spotted sporting
bling on her ring finger.

On both occasions
she quashed the spec-
ulation, saying she had
to constantly swap her
rings between fingers
on her left hand due to
eczema.

following a complaint
from the BJP demand-
ing that expenditure
incurred on MNS ral-
lies be shown in the
accounts of opposition
candidates in the nine
Lok Sabha constituencies
where Raj Thackeray ad-
dressed rallies.

“We sought guidance
regarding the complaint
and were told that the

litical party and should
give details of the expens-
es incurred on its election
rallies. The notices to this
effect are being sent to Raj
Thackeray through dis-
trict collectors of the areas
where he addressed ral-
lies,” the official said.

The official said this
was a routine procedure
and all national, state
and registered parties
have to submit their

Though the MNS is not
contesting Lok Sabha
elections, Thackeray
held nine rallies in Ma-
harashtra last month, in
which he attacked the
BJP governments at the
Centre and in the state
and asked people not to
vote for Prime Minister
Narendra Modi and BJP
president Amit Shah.

The BJP had writ-
ten to the state’s Chief

demanding that the ex-
penses of Raj Thacker-
ay’s campaign rallies be
added to the accounts
of the Congress-NCP
candidates who were in
fray against the BJP-Se-
na nominees.

The election official
said this could have been
done if Thackeray had
sought votes for the Con-
gress-NCP candidates in
his speeches.
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PUPPY LOVE! Tthe singer, Usher carries his adorable

dog around on the set of Hustlers in NYC.

Biopic on PM Modi to
release on May 24 now

MumMmBAIL, MAY 3 (PTI): The
makers of Vivek Oberoi-star-
rer biopic on Prime Minister
Narendra Modi Friday an-
nounced that the film will be
released countrywide on May
24, a day after the results of
the Lok Sabha elections are
declared. The film, titled ‘PM
Narendra Modi’, was earlier
set to release on April 11 but
was banned by the Election
Commission.

Inits orderlast month, the
EC had banned the screening
of film during the poll peri-
od, saying any such film that
subserves purpose of any
political entity or individual
should not be displayed in
the electronic media.

The EC order had come a
day before the movie was to
be released. Producer San-
dip Singh said he hopes the
film will have a smooth run
in the theatres.

“As a responsible citizen
we respect the law of the
country. After a lot of discus-
sions and keeping the curios-

ity and excitement about the
film in mind we have decid-
ed to release the film imme-
diately after the Lok Sabha

election results,”
in a statement.
“We are now releasing
our film on 24th May 2019.
This is the first time a film
will be promoted for only
four days. | hope now nobody
has any problem with the

Singh said

film and we are hoping for
the smooth release this time,”
he added.

Directed by Omung Ku-
mar, the film also features
Boman Irani, Manoj Joshi,
Prashant Narayanan, Zari-
na Wahab, Barkha Sengupta
and Darshan Kumaar, among
others. Suresh Oberoi and
Anand Pandit are co-produc-
ers of the film.

Hollywood celehs remembher
Chewhaceca actor Peter Mavhew

Los ANGELES, May 3 (PTI):
Chewbacca actor Peter May-
hew passed away on April 30
leaving his on-screen com-
panion Harrison Ford and
“Star Wars” teammates Mark
Hamill, George Lucas among
other Hollywood celebrities
heartbroken.

Mayhew, who the affable
Wookie giant Chewbacca, a
friend to Ford’s Han Solo, in
Lucas’ original “Star Wars”
trilogy, was 74. At the time of
his death, he was surrounded
by his family and friends at
his North Texas home.

In a statement, obtained
by The Hollywood Report-
er, Ford said Mayhew dedi-
cated his life to portraying
Chewbacca and he will nev-
er forget his contribution to
the franchise.

“Peter Mayhew was a kind
and gentle man, possessed
of great dignity and noble
character. These aspects of
his own personality, plus his
wit and grace, he brought to
Chewbacca. We were part-
ners in film and friends in
life for over 30 years and I
loved him. He invested his
soul in the character and
brought great pleasure to
the Star Wars audience,” the
actor said.

“Chewbacca was an im-
portant part of the success of
the films we made together.
He knew how important the
fans of the franchise were to
it's continued success and he
was devoted to them. I and
millions of others will never
forget Peter and what he gave
us all. My thoughts are with
his dear wife Angie and his
children. Rest easy, my dear
friend,” he added.

Hamill, who played Luke
Skywalker in the franchise,
paid tribute to Mayhew in a
heartwarming post on Twit-
ter, calling him the “gentlest
of giants”.

“A big man with an even
bigger heart who never
failed to make me smile and
a loyal friend who I loved
dearly. I'm grateful for the
memories we shared and
I'm a better man for just
having known him. Thanks
Pete #RIPPeterMayhew
#Heartbroken,” he wrote.

Creator of the Star Wars
universe, Lucas, remem-
bered Mayhew as a “won-
derful man”.

“He was the closest any
human being could be to a
Wookiee: big heart, gentle
nature; and I learned to al-
ways let him win. He was
a good friend, and I'm sad-
dened by his passing,” Lucas
said in a statement.

Billy Dee Williams, anoth-
er “Star Wars” veteran, also
paid his tributes to Mayhew
and posted photos with the
actor on Twitter.

“Much more than Chewie
to me...My heart hurts... I will
miss you my dear friend..
Thanks for the great mem-

ories!

#RIPPeterMayhew
#StarWars,” he wrote in the
caption. Directors ]J] Abrams

and Rian Johnson, who
helmed “The Force Awakens”
and “The Last Jedi” respec-
tively, also paid homage to
the Chewbacca actor.

“Peter was the loveli-
est man... Kind and patient,
supportive and encourag-
ing. A sweetheart to work
and already deeply missed”
Abrams, who is currently
working on the franchise’s
new instalment “The Rise
of Skywalker”, said in a brief
statement posted on Twitter.

Johnson said, “RIP Peter
Mayhew. To create a beloved
character with warmth and
humoor is a testament to any
actor’s spirit. To do it under
a half ton of yak hair takes a
true legend.”

Disney CEO and Chair-
man Bob Iger and Lucasfilm
president Kathleen Kennedy
also posted their tributes on
the microblogging site.

“The @WaltDisneyCo
mourns the loss of our be-
loved #chewbacca portrayer,
#PeterMayhew. Peter was
larger than life in so many
ways...a gentle giant playing
a gentle giant. Rest in peace,”
Iger said.

In a statement, posted on
the official Twitter handle
of “Star Wars”, Kennedy said
she is “deeply saddened” by
Mayhew’s passing.

“Since 1976, Peter’s icon-
ic portrayal of the loyal, lov-
able Chewbacca has been
absolutely integral to the
character’s success, and to
the Star Wars saga itself,” she
added.

Others who condoled
Mayhew’s death included
actors Joonas Suotamo, Alan
Tudyk, and Canadian Prime
Minister Justin Trudeau.

Suotamo, who took over
the role of Chewbacca in
“The Last Jedi”, shared an im-
age of him and Mayhew from
the sets of the film and said
he is feeling devastated.

“Peter’s warm welcome
when I came aboard as his
double in ‘The Force Awak-
ens’ meant so much to me.
Studying the character he
helped create was always a
daunting task, but one that
was made easier by his tu-
telage and kindness as we
sought to bring Chewbacca

to life for a new generation.
He was an absolutely one-of-
a-kind gentleman and a leg-
end of unrivaled class, and |
will miss him,” he said.

Tudyk, who portrayed
droid character K-2SO in the
spin-off “Rogue One”, said,
“Peter Mayhew created one
of the greatest film charac-
ters of all time. Chewbacca
was funny, courageous, and
caring. He did it all without
the benefit of speech, just
that vocal growly cry that
1 in 100 fans can do real
well when they’re drunk.
He was always really nice to
me. #RIP”

Sharing a throwback pho-
to of his with the Chewbacca
actor, Trudeau said the fran-
chise would not be the same
without Mayhew.

“Star Wars wouldn’t have
been the same without Peter
Mayhew as the loyal and lov-
able Chewbacca, and he will
always be a favourite for gen-
erations of kids & kids at heart.

- Priyanka and |
are still very close:
Ali Abbas Zafar

- MumBail, May 3 (PTI): Pri-

- yanka Chopra Jonas’ sudden

exit from “Bharat” may have
left fans disappointed, but
filmmaker Ali Abbas Zafar says
he understood the actor’s de-
cision and continues to share
a close bond with her. Priyan-
ka was originally set to star
opposite Salman Khan in the
film, but she opted out of the
project as a part of the film's
schedule was clashing with
her wedding with American
singer Nick Jonas.

“There was no stress.
Nothing was going on in my
head when that happened. One
good thing which has happened
with me is that after working
with Salman, I have started
managing my stress very nicely
because he gives that to me ev-
eryday,” Ali quips. In an inter-
view with PTI, the director says
it was difficult to accommodate
the date changes as “Bharat”
was already scheduled to re-
lease on Eid this year.

“She had a genuine rea-
son. She was going through
something very special in her
personal life. It was affecting
our dates. If we would have ac-
commodated her into the film,
it wouldn’t be releasing on Eid
this year” Ali says Priyanka’s
exit has not put a dent on their
friendship. The duo previously
worked in “Gunday”.

“Priyanka understood it
and we understood her. We
thought we will collaborate
again in some other film. It
was all very happy. Priyanka
and I are very close friends
even now. We text, we talk all
the time. I haven't asked her

Rest easy, Peter,” the Canadian
PM wrote on Twitter.

if she has seen the trailer, 'm
sure she must’'ve.”
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THE DAY AHEAD

ARIES: As the moon rounds out her month-
ly orbit through your sign, today is all about
taking care of yourself first. Pay little (or
zero) attention to what the so-called in-
fluencers are doing. Design a day that will
satisfy your needs and let you go with your
own flow. Linger over lunch with your work
wife or sneak out in the afternoon to try on
shoes. !

TAURUS: Drown out the noise and focus
on tying up loose ends, Taurus. With the
moon in your sleepy twelfth house for the
first part of the day, there’s no sense trying
to initiate anything major in the final hours
of the workweek. Plus, you may have over-
taxed yourself, and even the strongest caf-
feinated beverage won’t combat the urge to
curl up under your desk for a catnap.
GEMINI: Game face: on! It’s going to be a
demanding day, Gemini, with plenty of fires
to put out and people to please before quit-
ting time. This afternoon, when la luna shifts
into your restful twelfth house, you can plot
a top-secret mission to break out of the of-
fice early. Don’t overextend yourself. A chill

evening at home with your favorite human
(or animal companion, or Netflix binge) will
help you ease into weekend-warrior mode.
CANCER: Trying to get a straight answer
over the last three weeks has been nearly
impossible, thanks to communicator Mer-
cury’s backspin through your truth-telling
ninth house. You can now breathe easy as
the messenger planet turns direct and forges
ahead. No more dancing around an issue—
insist on the complete story. Steer clear of
even slight exaggerations and aim to be fully
authentic. Since the ninth house also rules
travel, you’ve got a cosmic thumbs-up for a
winter getaway.

LEO: Today’s cosmos shine a light on hid-
den realities as expressive Mercury turns
direct in your covert eighth house. Over the
past three weeks, while the messenger planet
was retrograde, you’ve held your cards close
to your vest, but guarding one secret could
be taking a toll on your psyche. Mercury’s
forward motion could attract a worthy con-
fidante—which is a good start to releasing
your burden.

VIRGO: Your routine-driven sign isn’t
generally considered erratic, but Mercury’s
retrograde through your relationship house
over the past three weeks might have made
you flip-flop. Perhaps a BFF hasn’t had
much time for you since finding “The One”
or an ex resurfaced without an offer of com-
mitment. Enough already! .

LIBRA: Channel-surfing or downward-dog-
ging? If you’ve been doing more of the for-
mer over the past three weeks, you can thank
Mercury, which has been retrograde (back-
ward) in your self-care sector. But don’t
throw in the towel! Today, the quicksilver
planet turns direct, helping you find sustain-
able routines.

SCORPIO: You’re back! On March 5, ex-
pressive Mercury turned retrograde in your
passionate fifth house. You may have felt
like you were missing the love boat. Or per-
haps you couldn’t get a clear read on a ro-
mantic interest. Get ready to shake off the
confusion and insecurity today, as the com-
munication planet powers forward and calls
forth your most radiant self!

SAGITTARIUS: Baby, it might (still) be
cold outside, but it wouldn’t hurt to open a
few windows and air out Chateau Sagittari-
us. With Mercury retrograde in your domes-
tic fourth house since March 5, home and
family matters might have felt a bit dazed
and confused. Your survival instincts kicked
in, causing you to retreat from the insanity.
You can breathe a sigh of relief and re-en-
gage today, as Mercury turns direct. Call a
truce with your roomies, make up with your
S.0., seek out a solution with your mother!

CAPRICORN: Banish that either-or think-
ing, Capricorn. After a confusing three-week
Mercury retrograde in your communication
house, the messenger planet powers forward
today. While you prefer to pour your (prodi-
gious) energy into one thing at a time, this ap-
proach may not be serving you. Don’t be afraid
to dip your toe into multiple ponds, like those
librarian-slash-actors or entrepreneur-slash-ac-
tivists. Commuting or living in two cities is
even a possibility for some earthbound Goats.
AQUARIUS: Loosen those purse strings,
Aquarius. Since Mercury went retrograde

on March 5, you may have had a few bud-
getary breakdowns. But the messenger plan-
et resumes forward motion today, making it
safe to once again enjoy your hard-earned
cash. This is a perfect time to revisit (and
if necessary, revamp) your plans to strike a
healthy balance between saving and spend-
ing. Invest in your greatest resource: your-
self! A personal growth workshop, medi-
tation retreat or life-coaching sessions can
awaken your creativity and usher in a tsuna-
mi of entrepreneurial ideas.

PISCES: With the moon chilling in your
peaceful second house, start the day with a
moment of reflection. Close your eyes and
meditate, journal, then nourish yourself with
a healthy breakfast like an acai bowl. By
charging your batteries early on, you’ll have
the power to complete your task list and
NOT drag any work into the weekend. Are
a fierce pair of boots haunting your retail
dreams? When the moon dances into Taurus
and your social third house for the rest of the
weekend, you may be able to justify them as
part of your “entertainment budget.” .
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