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Dear reaDers,
if you are having trouBLe getting your copy of 
the summit times in your neighBourhooD, pLease 
message or whatsapp us your name anD aDDress 
at 9832556698 anD we wiLL ensure that the 
newspaper reaches you.

Press Club of Sikkim celebrates17th foundation day
Kangchenjunga 
Kalam Puraskar 
awarded 
to Hamro 
Prajashakti editor
REBYNA RANA
Gangtok, 16 Sept:

The 17th foundation 
day of Press Club of 

Sikkim [PCS] was held at 
Lemon Tree hotel, Gang-
tok today and was at-
tended by Chief Minister, 
PS Tamang [Golay] as the 
chief guest.

On the occasion, 
the PCS honoured Edi-
tor-Publisher of Hamro 
Prajashakti and Hima-
layan Mirror, Anjan Up-
adhyaya with its annual 
award ‘Kangchenjunga 
Kalam Puraskar’.

Video Editor, Nayuma 
News, Santosh Gurung, 
was presented with ‘Lag-
ansheel Yuva Patrakar’ 
award. Newspaper ven-
dor, Kamal Chettri was 
presented with a letter of 
appreciation by the PCS.

The awards were 
handed over by the Chief 
Minister in the pres-

ence of IPR Minister, LN 
Sharma, PCS president, 
Joseph Lepcha, general 
secretary, Puran Tamang, 
members of the PCS, invi-
tees and representatives 
of press associations 
from Siliguri, Darjeeling 
and Kalimpong.

PCS president, Joseph 
Lepcha talked about var-
ious issues of the media 
fraternity and publishers 
of Sikkim. 

He mentioned that 
government adver-
tisement bills of local 

newspapers have been 
pending in the depart-
ments since 2014. He 
also spoke on the need 
for PCS to have its own 
Bhawan in Gangtok.

Mr Upadhyaya spoke 
about his journalism 
journey and the struggles 
he and his publication 
faced while being the 
voice of the people. 

“Our fight has always 
been the freedom of me-
dia,” he said.

Addressing the occa-
sion, the Chief Minister 

said there will be com-
plete freedom of media 
in his government. 

“We will respect me-
dia for pointing out our 
shortcomings,” he said 
while stating that Ham-
ro Prajashakti and Mr 
Upadhyaya have been 
an example of courage 
and unbiased journalism 
in Sikkim.

The Chief Minister 
said he had promised in 
2013 to build a Bhawan 
for PCS and that is also 
mentioned in SKM’s elec-

tion manifesto. 
“The PCS is currently 

operating from a con-
gested rented place. I 
have asked the IPR min-
ister to look for a suitable 
location for the PCS Bha-
wan and present the pro-
posal to the government 
so that we can process 
funds for it in the Assem-
bly session,” he said.

Regarding the pend-
ing bills, Mr Tamang said 
that the bills were not 
cleared during the pre-
vious government but 

his government will en-
sure that the payments 
are made. 

“It is well known that 
the current government 
is facing huge financial 
burden but we will make 
sure that the payment is 
released for the bills of 
the media houses and if 
needed, the payment will 
be done from the Chief 
Minister’s Relief Fund. 
We will clear the pending 
bills that do not exceed 
beyond Rs. 1 crore before 
Dasain,” he said.

Mr Tamang also 
spoke about forming a 
Media Welfare Board for 
the welfare of journalists 
and media houses in the 
State along with health 
insurance for journal-
ists. He also announced a 
grant of Rs. 5 lakh to PCS 
on the occasion.

Stating that there is 
a rise in cancer and drug 
abuse in the State, the CM 
requested the media to 
spread awareness among 
the public on these topics.

IPR Minister, LN 

Sharma, in his address, 
congratulated all the 
awardees and applaud-
ed them for their various 
contributions. He reiter-
ated the government’s 
decision of releasing the 
pending bills at the ear-
liest. He also said that 
site recee for the con-
struction of Press Club 
Bhawan and its report 
will be taken up as pri-
ority work.

The vote of thanks 
was given by PCS general 
secretary, Puran Tamang.

Dengue vaccination in India 
from next year: ICMR

Kolkata, Sep 16 (PTI): 
Dengue vaccination will 
be introduced in In-
dia early next year on a 
demonstration basis in 
areas where the preva-
lence is high, a senior of-
ficial of the Indian Coun-
cil of Medical Research 
said here on Monday.

A serosurvey (a test 
of blood serum from a 
group of individuals) in 
this connection has been 
done recently in more 
than 15 states including 
West Bengal, and the 
report was published 
in the medical journal, 
Lancet Global Health, 
the official said.

“As soon as we get 
the approval (from the 
government), as soon as 
all permissions and doc-
umentations are done 
properly, we will launch 
the dengue vaccine in 
India, ICMR Director 

General Prof (Dr) Balram 
Bhargava said.

“We are looking at 
the use of demonstration 
projects for the dengue 
vaccine for the future in 
areas of high prevalence,” 
Bhargava said.

He said the move 
could be perceived as 
slow but it would be sys-
tematic.

“We have collaborat-
ed with the US because 
we go by the book and go 
systematic. That’s why 
we don’t want to rush,” 
the secretary to the 
deapartment of health 
research, ministry of 
health and family wel-
fare said. India will adopt 
the ways Sri Lanka has 
dealt with dengue and the 
country is set to enter into 
a collaboration with the 
island nation for the same. 
India is in the final phase of 
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CM’s 
greetings for 
Vishwakarma 
Puja
Gangtok, 16 Sept (IPR): 
Chief Minister Prem 
Singh Tamang [Golay] 
has extended warm 
wishes to the people of 
Sikkim on the occasion of 
Vishwakarma Puja.

In his message, the 
Chief Minister has said 
that Vishwakarma Puja is 
observed and celebrated 
each year in Sikkim with 
reverence and enthusiasm. 

Vishwakarma Jayanti 
or Vishwakarma Puja is an 
annual celebration in hon-
or of Vishwakarma, who is 
the celestial architect. 

The Chief Minister 
has extended his prayers 
and wishes for peace, 
prosperity, good health 
and success of fellow Sik-
kimese people. 

He has also urged 
all to ensure use of 
eco-friendly materials 
for making the pandals 
and idols, and to keep 
noise levels within per-
missible limits.

Landslide at Tsong
SummIT RePoRT
Gangtok, 16 Sept:

A landslide at Tsong 
village near Yoksam 

in West Sikkim has dam-
aged several houses and 
animal sheds. Fortunate-
ly, no human casualty has 
been reported while one 
woman has been report-
edly injured and is being 
treated at Yoksam PHC. 

Following the inci-
dent, all villagers were 
shifted to safer areas.

The Sub Divisional Ad-
ministration, police, forest 
personnel along with NDRF 
and local public have done 
a preliminary recce of the 
area. Damage assessment 
was not possible due to 
heavy rains and failing light.

The area will be sur-
veyed on Tuesday morn-
ing and necessary action 
taken. The situation is 
being monitored by the 
Chief Minister and DM 
West, it is informed.

SC seeks report from J&K Chief Justice on claims 
about people being unable to approach court

Administrative reshuffle continues
SummIT RePoRT
Gangtok, 16 Sept:

The march of admin-
istrative reshuffle 

continued today with the 
Department of Personnel 
releasing a list of 26 trans-
fer orders stretching from 
Headmasters and Under 
Secretaries to HoDs.

UD&HD Secretary LB 
Chettri was today trans-
ferred to Food & Civil 
Supplies Department, 
exchanging places with 

Sarala Rai.
Similarly, Director, 

IPR, Kessang Diki Re-
chung, moves to Home 
Department as Addition-
al Secretary, while her re-
sponsibilities at IPR have 
been shifted to Kincho 
Doma Lepcha brought in 
from UD&HD.

Among other trans-
fers, ADC [Dev], Namchi, 
Ujjal Rai, moves out as 
Additional Secretary, An-
imal Husbandry. 

protest planned in mp during modi’s visit to narmada dam
Bhopal, Sep 16 (PTI): At a time 
when Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi will be offering prayers at the 
Sardar Sarovar Dam site in Gujarat 
on Tuesday, which also happens 
to be his 69th birthday, the peo-
ple affected by the project’s res-
ervoir will hold a rally in Madhya 
Pradesh’s Barwani district.

The Narmada Bachao Andolan 
(NBA) has organised the rally 
to demand that the gates of the 
dam, built on the Narmada river, 
be opened immediately given that 
its backwater has partially or ful-
ly flooded 178 villages in Madhya 
Pradesh, an activist said.

Modi will visit the project site 
at Kevadiya village in Narma-
da district to celebrate the dam 
reaching its full reservoir level 
(FRL) of 138.68 metres for the 

first time. The PM is scheduled to 
worship Maa Narmada at the dam 
site on Tuesday, said an officer of 
Gujarat’s Sardar Sarovar Narmada 
Nigam Ltd (SSNNL).

“We are going to protest at Bar-
wani when Modijis birthday is cel-
ebrated, NBA leader Medha Patkar 
told PTI over the phone on Monday.

She along with dam oustees 
had launched a “fast-unto death” 
in Barwani last month seeking that 
the SSDs sluice gates be opened 
to stop its backwater submerging 
large areas in Madhya Pradesh.

The protest ended on the ninth 
day (on September 2) after the 
Congress government in Madhya 
Pradesh promised to look into her 
main demands - relief and reha-
bilitation of the dam oustees and 
taking up the issue of the opening 

of the SSD’s gates with its counter-
part in the BJP-ruled Gujarat.

“We are going to take out a huge 
rally seeking that the gates of the 
dam be opened immediately given 
its backwater has partially or fully 
flooded 178 villagesin MP, Himshi 
Singh, an activist of the National 
Alliance for Peoples Movement, to 
which the NBA is attached, said.

“We want the sluice gates to be 
closed only after total rehabilitation 
of residents of 178 villages in MPs 
Barwani, Dhar, Alirajpur and Khar-
gone districts, she added. Bountiful 
rainfall in MP has helped in filling 
the dam in adjoining Gujarat.

A large quantity of water gushed 
into the SSD situated on the Narma-
da river’s downstream after sluice 
gates of MPs largest dam, 
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New Delhi, Sep 16 
(PTI): Terming as “very 
very serious” the claim 
that people are finding 
it difficult to approach 
the Jammu and Kashmir 
High Court, the Supreme 
Court Monday decided 
to verify it by asking 
the Chief Justice there 
to “forthwith” submit a 
report in this regard.

“If you are saying so, 
we are bound to take se-
rious note of it. Tell us 
why it is very difficult for 
people to approach the 
high court. Is anybody 
stopping the people from 
going to high court? Then 
it is a very very serious 
issue,” a bench headed by 
Chief Justice of India (CJI) 
Ranjan Gogoi said.

“We will verify this”, 
the bench, which also 
comprised justices S A 
Bobde and S A Nazeer, 
said after senior advo-
cate Huzefa Ahmadi ap-
pearing for two child 
rights activists claimed 

that it is very difficult for the 
people in the state to access 
the high court there.

The CJI said he would 
himself visit Srinagar, if 
required, and he would 
also speak to the chief 
justice of high court 
about this.

“It is stated by Huzefa 
Ahmadi, senior counsel 
for the petitioners, that 
access to the high court 

of Jammu and Kashmir 
is seriously affected by 
the present situation in 
the state. We request the 
chief justice of the high 
court to submit a report 
on the above issue forth-
with,” the bench noted in 
its order.

Taking note of Ahma-
di’s submissions, the CJI 
said: “You are saying that 
you cannot go to the high 

court. We have called for a 
report from Chief Justice of 
the high court. If required, I 
will myself go there.”

He further said: “We 
must know if there is de-
nial of access to justice. I 
will personally talk to the 
chief justice of the high 
court after this matter is 
over because what you 
have said is very very se-
rious thing.” The bench 

warned however that if 
the allegations are found 
to be incorrect then the 
petitioners should be 
ready to face the conse-
quences.

The apex court was 
considering a public in-
terest litigation (PIL) 
seeking the apex court’s 
intervention on the issue 
of detention of children 
in Kashmir.

During the hearing, 
the bench referred to the 
prayer made in the peti-
tion and said that peti-
tioners have themselves 
said that children be pro-
duced before the juvenile 
justice committee of the 
high court.

“You yourself are say-
ing that you want this ex-
ercise to be done under 
the aegis of the juvenile 
justice committee of the 
high court. Then why do 
not you go to the high 
court,” the bench said.

Ahmadi, however, said
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2 SummitTIMES | 17 September  2019 SikkimSCAN
To book ad-space, contact 
SummitTimeS at
GaNGtoK:
For circulation details Contact:  (Sandeep) 
9734152451 
& for Advertisement booking at 9933427505 or at 
office no 03592 208698. Mail us at advertise@
summittimes.com 
SIlIGuRI:
Mr. Mani Rai, M/s. Space Ads, B.R. Ambedkar 
Building, Room No.7, 1st floor. Opp. Gan-
ga Hotel. Hill Cart Road. Siliguri – 03. Ph. 
9832318644/ 9800682989/ 9153035100 or 
mail at mani_siliguri@yahoo.co.in.
KolKata offIcE:
Irshad Ali/ Imteeyaz. Synapse,  6, Madan 
Street, Mezine – 2, 2nd floor. Kolkata 
– 700072. Ph. 033-22124348/ fax 033-
22124337/ mob. 9830547774/ 983108397. 
E-mail: contact.synapse@gmail.com/ irshad_
ali123@rediffmail.com

 
~ SummitTimeS ~
Classifieds
GeNeRaL LaND foR SaLe

Roadside plots for sale at Adampool, Ranipool-
Rumtek highway.

For details contact: 9083826462

fLaT foR ReNT/LeaSe
Fully furnished 3BHK flat available for rent/

lease at Church Road near DPH. Roadside and 
five minutes walking distance from MG Marg.

For more details: 9083826462 /9832556698

aNThyeSTI KRIya
The anthyesthi Kriya of Nar Bdr Gurung , rtd , 
Record Officer Health deptt and 
also Vice President in Paramed-
ical who left for his heavenly 
abode on 5th of September 
2019. All relatives, friends and 
well wishers are requested to 
join us in offering of prayers 
for the departed soul on 18.09.2019 at Ahley 
,Namthang south Sikkim

Family Members 

 it is very difficult to approach the high court in the 
state.

Solicitor General Tushar Mehta, appearing for 
Jammu and Kashmir, told the bench that all the courts 
in the state are functioning and even the Lok Adalats 
have been conducted there.

When Mehta said that he wanted to make state-
ment in the court on the issue, the bench said, “We 
do not want anybody to make any statement. We will 
look into it. If people are not able to approach the high 
court, then we will have to look into it.”

The petition has been filed by child rights activists 
Enakshi Ganguly and Professor Shanta Sinha against 
the alleged illegal detention of children in Jammu and 
Kashmir in the wake of revocation of Article 370 and 
bifurcation of state.

The plea has contended that all persons below the age 
of 18 years who have been detained be identified through an 
age census.

Seeking directions that illegally detained children 
be produced before the Juvenile Justice Committee of 
the high court, the plea has also sought compensation 
from them.

SC seeks report...

signing a collaboration with Sri Lanka as their dengue pro-
gramme has been “exemplary”, he said.

“They (Sri Lanka) have done the best as far as den-
gue is concerned. They have a very high incidence of 
dengue yet zero mortality,” said Bhargava who is here 
to attend an inaugural programme of India’s first Na-
tional Antimicrobial Resistance Hub.

On the high numbers of dengue deaths in West 
Bengal, he said, “We have to remember that the dis-
ease outbreak follows a pattern. We have to look at 
the map where it is very high.”

Over 10 people have died and around 3000 have 
been diagnosed with dengue in West Bengal in re-
cent times, a health department official said.

Dengue deaths in West Bengal have been quite 
high for the last five years despite the state govern-
ment’s initiatives to control the vector-borne disease.

Dengue vaccination...

Indira Sagar, and the Omkareshwar reservoir in 
Khandwa district were opened.

The floodgates of SSD were closed on June 17, 
2017, 56 years after the foundation stone of the proj-
ect was laid by the then prime minister Jawaharlal 
Nehru.

For the first time since the height of the dam was 
raised in 2017, the water level reached its highest 
peak at 138.68 metres on Sunday evening.

The Narmada Control Authority (NCA) had in 
2014 granted the permission to raise the height of 
the mega dam to 138.68 metres from 121.92 metres. 
The dam was inaugurated by Modi on September 17, 
2017.

Talking to reporters in Gandhinagar ahead of Mo-
di’s visit, Gujarat Chief Minister Vijay Rupani had said, 
“Although the gates of the dam are closed today, it will 
open the gates of development for Gujarat.”

“The project is a lifeline for Gujarat. This is a his-
toric day for Gujarat as the government led by Nar-
endra Modi has fulfilled the wish of the people of the 
state, who were yearning to see the completion of the 
project for decades,” he had said.

protest planned...

SRMP 
denounces 
former UD&HD 
Minister 
SummIT RePoRT
Gangtok, 16 Sept:  

Sikkim Rajya Manch 
Party, while referring 

to a recent allegation 
against former UD&HD 
Minister NK Subba of re-
ceiving kickbacks in the 
allotment of shops at Lall 
Bazaar, has denounced 
the Minister for his al-
leged actions.

An SRMP press re-
lease issued by the par-
ty’s spokesperson, Aita 
Bantawa Rai, also rejects 
the ex-Minister’s clari-
fications and contends 
that the allegations ring 
true because no lay-per-
son would dare make 
such claims if they were 
not true. 

Paschim Bengal 
Sikkim MYM meets 

Poshan maah awareness at Khamdong

Hindi Pakhwada at ICAR-NRC Pakyong

football tourney begins at Kaluk 

OMAS ropes in Aditya Golay as chief patron of 
Sikkim Artists Protection and Guarantee Bill

SummIT RePoRT
Kaluk, 16 Sept:

An open football tour-
ney kicked off at Ka-

luk School playground 
under Rinchenpong con-
stituency in West Sik-
kim today. Organised by 
Kaluk Dara Goan Youth 
Football Club, the tourna-
ment is part of the 150th 
Gandhi Jayanti celebra-
tions at Kaluk, a press 
release informs.

SKM’s constituency 
in-charge, Phurba Bhu-
tia, was present as the 
chief guest for the in-
auguration which was 
also attended by SB 
Limboo (ex panchayat), 
Dilu Gurung (Pancha-
yat President) as special 
guests and GK Gurung 
(teacher), PN Bhutia 
(teacher) and concerned 
panchayat members as 

guests of honour. 
Three matches were 

played today, the first 
one seeing Kaluk School 
take on Chayatal FC and 
emerge victorious 3–0.

In the second match, 

Bega FC beat Soreng 
Dolma FC 3–0 and in 
the third, Rinchenpong 
FC won against Yang-
sum School by (5–3) in 
a tiebreaker.

On Tuesday, SDSA 

will face Tadong FC in the 
first match followed by 
Red Devil Samdung tak-
ing on United Siribadam 
and then Najur Barfok 
playing Buksom FC.

Organizing Commit-

tee president Pranesh 
Tamang informs that the 
cup winners will receive 
a cash prize of Rs 1 lakh 
while the runners-up will 
receive Rs 50,000 along 
with trophies.

SummIT RePoRT
Gangtok, 16 Sept:

Organisation of Mu-
sicians and Artistes 

of Sikkim [OMAS] exec-
utive members, led by 
their president, Sonam 
Gyaltsen Bhutia, called 
on Soreng-Chakung MLA 
Aditya Golay today and 
requested him to become 
the chief patron of Sik-
kim Artists Protection 
and Guarantee Bill being 
promoted by OMAS. 

An OMAS press release 
informs that Mr Golay has 
accepted the request and 
assured all possible coop-
eration “for true emanci-
pation of all artists and cre-
ative individuals of Sikkim.”

An OMAS press re-

lease adds that the or-
ganization has also 
called on SKM’s Tshering 
Wangchuk Lepcha to be-
come the organisation’s 
patron, a request he has 
“readily agreed to.”

“We welcome them 
and express our deep-
est gratitude to the two 
young leaders of our fu-

ture who has shown a 
way forward to making 
Sikkim a hotspot for cre-
ativity and arts,” the re-
lease adds.

OMAS has also called 
on all leaders across the 
political spectrum to work 
unitedly for the smooth 
passage of the Bill in the 
Legislative Assembly.

Gangtok, 16 Sept (PIB): 
Hindi Pakhwada-2019 
was organised at 
ICAR-National Research 
Centre for Orchids, Pa-
kyong, Sikkim from 
01–14 Sept, 2019. Inau-
guration ceremony of 
Hindi Pakhwada-2019 
was held on 02 Sept, 
2019 at ICAR-NRCO, Pa-
kyong under the Chair-
manship of Director, Dr 
DR Singh, ICAR-NRC for 
Orchids, Pakyong. Re-
search Officer, Dr Ashok 
Kumar Sinha, Regional 
Ayurveda Research In-
stitute, Tadong, Gangtok 

and Scientist In-charge, 
Dr Rajesh Joshi, Sikkim 
Regional Centre (GBP-
NIHESD), Gangtok were 
Guests of Honour. They 
encouraged the audience 
to use Hindi language 
more often in all the offi-
cial work and stressed on 
the importance of Hindi 
as Raj Bhasha. During the 
entire programme, var-
ious competitions such 
as poetry recitation, dic-
tation on administrative 
terminology, antakshari, 
noting, Hindi translation, 
essay writing, letter writ-
ing, hindi writing, quiz 

and song competition 
along with Google Hindi 
typing and voice typing 
workshop were orga-
nized. Scientists, Techni-
cal, Administrative, Project 
Staff, SSS and Contractual 
staff took active participa-
tion in all the programs.

Controller of Exam-
inations, Dr PK Sarkar, 
Sikkim University, Gang-
tok was the Chief Guest 
during the closing cere-
mony on 16 Sept, 2019 
who distributed prizes 
and certificates to all 
the winners of various 
competition.

SummIT RePoRT
Gangtok, 16 Sept:

An awareness program 
on “Poshan Maah” 

was organised by BAC 
Khamdong today with the 
slogan of bringing about 
change of behaviour in 
each Home (Har Ghar 
Poshan Vyavahar), a press 
release informs. 

The program was 
attended by BDO Kham-
dong, CDPO (Singtam) 
and AD/Nutrition/Social 
Justice and Welfare De-
partment, MO/Sang PHC, 
BPM/Khamdong BAC, 
Panchayats, SHGs, ASHA 
and Aganwadi workers 
under Khamdong Block.

The program start-
ed with a rally, which 
was supported by all the 

participants and under-
taken from BAC Kham-
dong-Khamdong Ba-
zaar-PHSC and back. The 
rally ended with a live 
demonstration of hand-
washing technique by a 
team led by AWW Linku 
Ralap of Singtam Rural 
Project and ASHA.

Awareness on Poshan 
ke Paanch sutras was im-
parted to the communi-
ty. The resource persons 
interpreted the message 
of the program in sup-
port of the “National 
Poshan Abhiyan” which 
is being held through-
out the country.

SummIT RePoRT
Gangtok, 16 Sept:

The 11th executive 
committee meeting 

of Paschim Bengal Sikkim 
Marwadi Yuva Manch 
was held at Jalpaiguri 
today. The program was 
hosted by Marwadi Yuva 
Manch Jalpaiguri Greater 
Branch and was attended 
by delegates from West 
Bengal and Sikkim.

All India Marwadi 
Yuva Manch president, 
Amit Agarwal, West Ben-
gal Sikkim State presi-

dent, Vipul Sharma, Ex 
National president, Om 
Agarwal, Disciplinary 
Action Committee, Chair-
man, Sanjay Sharma, Na-
tional general secretary, 
Umesh Garg and other 
members were specially 
present in the program. 

In the program, 
Dheeraj Nahar was ad-
ministered oath as the 
new State general secre-
tary. Several points were 
discussed in the meeting 
for making the organisa-
tion stronger.

Efforts on to nab four 
accused in gangrape 

of former Muzaffarpur 
shelter home inmate

Bettiah (Bihar) Sep 
16 (PTI): Efforts are on 
to nab the four persons, 
who allegedly raped a 
former inmate of the Mu-
zaffarpur shelter home, 
in Bihar’s West Cham-
paran district, police said 
on Monday.

The medical examina-
tion of the victim has al-
ready been done and the 
police is expecting the re-
port by Monday evening 
or on Tuesday, Bettiah 
town police station SHO 
Shashi Bhushan Thakur 
told PTI. A Forensic Sci-
ence Laboratory (FSL) 
team is in the town and 
collecting samples for 
the purpose of investiga-
tion, he added.

“Out of the four ac-
cused persons in the 
case, no one has been ar-
rested so far. But, police 
are conducting raids to 
nab them,” the SHO said.

A case has been 
lodged with women’s po-
lice station by the victim, 
the SHO said.

The victim, who had 
been an inmate of the 
infamous Muzaffarpur 
shelter home, was al-
legedly raped by four 
men in a moving vehicle 
in Bettiah town of West 
Champaran district on 
Friday evening.

The shelter home 
had hit the headlines last 
year after a social audit 
report highlighted that 

over 30 girls were al-
legedly raped at the gov-
ernment-aided shelter 
home, run by an NGO.

The girl, in her police 
complaint lodged with 
the women’s town police 
station on Saturday, al-
leged that four men forc-
ibly took her inside their 
vehicle while she was 
passing through the area 
where she lives on Friday 
evening, and raped her in 
a moving vehicle, police 
had said. The men then 
dumped the girl in her lo-
cality after the sordid act.

All the four men had 
covered their faces with 
masks, but she could 
remove the masks and 
identify them, the com-
plaint said.

While all the four 
persons belonged to the 
same family, two of them 
are brothers, she said.

Over 30 girls were al-
legedly raped at the Mu-
zaffarpur shelter home 
run by Brajesh Thakur, 
the chief of a state- funded 
NGO. The alleged sexual 
exploitation of the girls 
was first highlighted in an 
audit report submitted by 
TISS to the state’s social 
welfare department.

An FIR was lodged 
against 11 people, in-
cluding Thakur, on May 
31, 2018. The state gov-
ernment had on July 26, 
2018 handed over the 
case to the CBI.

Nearly 250 
malaria cases 
in Delhi; 93 in 
September
New Delhi, Sep 16 (PTI): 
The number of malaria 
cases in Delhi this year 
has mounted to nearly 
250 with at least 93 of 
those being reported in 
the first two weeks of 
September, according to 
a municipal report re-
leased on Monday.

This is by far the max-
imum number of malar-
ia cases recorded in any 
month this year.

The number of den-
gue cases reported till 
September 14 stands 
at 171, according to the 
South Delhi Municipal 
Corporation (SDMC), 
which tabulates the data 
on vector-borne diseases 
in the city.

Malaria cases have 
outstripped those of den-
gue in Delhi for the past 
several weeks.

As many as 56 malar-
ia cases were reported in 
August, 54 in July, 35 in 
June, eight in May and a 
single case in April.

In September, 79 cas-
es of dengue have been 
recorded, 52 in August, 
18 in July, 11 in June, and 
rest between January and 
May, the report said.

According to the re-
port, at least 60 cases of chi-
kungunya have also been 
reported this year. Last year, 
2,798 dengue cases and 
four deaths were recorded 
by the SDMC. Both the Delhi 
government and local bod-
ies have been making ef-
forts to raise awareness on 
precautions to ensure that 
there is no breeding of mos-
quito larvae around them.

The Arvind Kejriwal 
government has started 
an anti-dengue campaign 
‘10Hafte 10Baje 10Min-
ute’ urging people to in-
spect their house for any 
standing water.

The campaign from 
September 1 and Novem-
ber 15 to combat dengue 
has garnered support 
from several personal-
ities, including cricket 
legend Kapil Dev, many 
Bollywood actors and 
well-known journalists.

During a press con-
ference on Sunday, Ke-
jriwal had said, “In five 
years, the number of den-
gue cases reported have 
come down by 80 per 
cent. We have tried to re-
duce it even further. This 
year, fortunately, there 
is no spike in it and it is 
because all people have 
come together, from Del-
hi government to Centre 
and MCD”.

Dengue mosquito lar-
vae breed in clear, stand-
ing water while those of 
malaria mosquito thrive 
even in dirty water. 
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CapitalTIMES
Promoted Group-C trainees 

begin training at ATI
National Accreditation Board 
for hospital training at CRh

SummIT RePoRT
Gangtok, 16 Sept: 

A three-day training 
programme on Im-

plementation of National 
Accreditation Board for 
Hospital (NABH) was or-
ganised by the Quality De-
partment, Central Referral 
Hospital (CRH), under the 
aegis of Sikkim Manipal 
University (SMU) in asso-
ciation with Biochemistry 
department, Sikkim Mani-
pal Institute of Medical 
Sciences (SMIMS) which 

concluded on 15 Sep-
tember. This was for the 
first time that this train-
ing was held in Sikkim, a 
press release informs.

Head of Operations, 
Dr Mingma Lhamu Sher-
pa, CRH said that the main 
objectives behind this 
training programme was 
to improve patient care. 

“CRH is committed to 
its values of High Quali-
ty Performance striving 
to continually maintain 
the expectations of every 

patient and customer in 
regard to service, effort 
and professional stan-
dards.  With this commit-
ment and in an effort to 
improve the human cap-
ital quality and capacity 
at CRH, this training was 
held,” she said.

Two eminent trainers 
from NABH secretariat 
imparted the training 
sessions for 37 partic-
ipants comprising of 
surgeons, anesthetist 
consultants, physicians, 

diagnosticians, nursing 
administrators, educa-
tors, technical staff and 
hospital administrators. 

NABH Standards are 
designed to ensure uni-
formity and quality of 
care and NABH current-
ly drives the third party 
accreditation for Hos-
pitals across the nation. 
This was an interactive 
training of the standards 
which deals with stan-
dardising process from 
the time patient walks 

in to the hospital to the 
time they are discharged. 

The trainers empha-
sised that all these stan-
dards were driven for bet-
ter cost effective care for 
the patient and the trained 
37 participants would fur-
ther train the employees 
at CRH, SMU as NABH 
Champions of CRH.

During the inaugural 
session, Vice Chancel-
lor, Lt Gen (Dr) MD Ven-
katesh, SMU encouraged 
and congratulated the 
participants on being the 
agents of Change for CRH. 
The three-day training 
concluded with an eval-
uation of the participants 
followed by felicitation of 
the resource faculty by 
Brigadier, Dean SMIMS, 
Dr VK Mehta, MS, Dr Gau-
tam Dey, CRH, Associate 
Dean Research, Dr Bidita 
Khandelwal and HO, Dr 
Mingma Lhamu Sher-
pa, CRH. This landmark 
NABH training was fund-
ed by Dr Ramdas Pai and 
Endowment fund, Vas-
anthi Pai, SMU which was 
awarded to Department 
of Biochemistry, SMIMS.

SummIT RePoRT
Gangtok, 16 Sept:

The Administrative 
Training Institute 

(ATI) and its latest batch 
of promoted Group C 
trainees had Chief Sec-
retary AK Shrivastava, 
Principal Secretary, De-
partment of Personnel, 
Tenzing Gelek, and Sec-
retary, Administrative 
Reforms Commission, 
Tenzing Dolkar, as they 
began a fortnight-long 
training today at the ATI 
training hall here.

In his keynote ad-
dress, the Chief Secretary 
reminded the trainees 

about the cardinal duty 
of government servants 
towards public service 
and the need to demy-
stify office procedures 
for creation of a pub-
lic-friendly environment.

Emphasising the 
non-negotiable nature 
of record-keeping and 
documentation, he ad-
vised the trainees to un-
derstand their roles and 
responsibilities and use 
the present training to 
optimise service delivery. 

Interacting with the 
trainees, the Chief Secre-
tary expressed optimism 
that the investment being 

made by the Government 
on the human resource of 
the State will help alter 
the working condition 
and the work culture of 
government employees. 

The trainees were 
also invited to partici-
pate in the Safai Abhi-
yan on Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi’s birth-
day on 17 Sept. 

The inaugural ses-
sion commenced with 
a welcome address by 
Director/ATI, Cheden P 
Ladingpa and concluded 
with the vote of thanks 
proposed by US/ATI 
Chabilal Sharma.  

High Commissioner of 
Bangladesh calls on Governor

SummIT RePoRT
Gangtok, 16 Sept:

High Commissioner 
of Bangladesh, Syed 

Muazzem Ali called on 
Governor, Ganga Prasad 
today at New Raj Bhavan. 
He was accompanied by 
Minister (Political), AFM 
Zahid-Ul-Islam, as per a 
Raj Bhavan communiqué.  

It was a courtesy call 
by the Bangladeshi diplo-
mat who is on a four-day 
visit to Sikkim from 15 
Sept, 2019. 

In a formal interac-
tion, various issues con-
cerning the State and le-
veraging potential part-
nership with Bangladesh 
were discussed. 

SM Ali enquired on 
the status of air con-
nectivity in Sikkim and 
showed keenness of his 
country to establish air 
connectivity between 
Sikkim and Dhaka. 

He further mentioned 

that the number of Ban-
gladeshi tourists in India 
is increasing manifold 
since last few years and 
that the enhanced con-
nectivity with Sikkim 
will be mutually bene-
ficial for tourism in Sik-
kim and also for medical 
tourism for Bangladeshi 
nationals. 

He also stated that 
medical tourists ac-
counts for nearly 50% of 
the Bangladeshi tourists 
visiting India and to facil-
itate more tourist to visit 
Sikkim and North Bengal, 
Bangladesh is establish-
ing Visa and Emigration 
facilitation centre in Sili-
guri soon.  The Bangla-
deshi diplomat further 
mentioned that once the 
much awaited Motor Ve-
hicle Agreement with 
India gets materialised, 
there will be enhanced 
regional ties. 

He also stated that 

the BBIN (Bhutan- Ban-
gladesh-Nepal-India) 
Regional Connectivity 
module envisages not 
only road and air connec-
tivity, but energy connec-
tivity as well and to that 
effect Sikkim’s Hydro-
power will be a medium 
of strong partnership be-
tween Sikkim and Ban-
gladesh. 

The Governor high-
lighted Sikkim’s unique 
characteristics in terms 
of its rich culture, heri-
tage, peace and hospita-
ble people which serves 
as the foundation of 
State’s flourishing tour-
ism industry. 

He also expressed 
his optimism on po-
tential partnership and 
enhanced trade with 
Bangladesh especially 
in the sector of organic 
products, processed ag-
ricultural products and 
textiles besides tourism. 

Bangladesh high Commissioner visits Sikkim university
Gangtok, 16 Sept (PIB): 
High Commissioner of 
Bangladesh to India, Syed 
Muazzem Ali visited Sik-
kim University on 16 Sept, 
2019. He was accompanied 
by Minister (Political), AFM 
Zahid-Ul-Islam, Bangladesh 
High Commission on his 
visit to the University.

Syed Muazzem Ali was 
born on 18 July, 1944 in 
Sylhet and obtained his 
Master’s Degree in Science 
from Dhaka University in 
1966. He had professional 
trainings at the Civil Service 
Academy, Lahore (1968–
1969) at the School of Ad-
vanced International Stud-
ies, John Hopkins Univer-
sity in Washington DC and 
at the International Peace 
Academy in New York. 
Specializing in multilateral 
diplomacy, he has repre-

sented and led Bangladesh 
delegations to various Se-
nior Officials’, Ministerial and 
Summit-level meetings of the 
UN, UNESCO, Organisation of 
the Islamic Conference (OIC), 
Non- Aligned Movement 
(NAM), Commonwealth, 
South Asian Association 
for Regional Cooperation 
(SAARC), Group of 77 and 
World Bank’s Development 
Forum Meetings.

Syed Muazzem Ali de-
livered a special lecture at 
the Conference Hall, Barad 
Sadan on “Bangladesh In-

dia Relations” which was 
attended by the faculty 
members, officers, research 
scholars and students. 

The lecture was fol-
lowed by question answer 
sessions. Vice-Chancellor, 
Prof Avinash Khare wel-
comed Mr Ali to the Uni-
versity and expressed hap-
piness on his visit. He also 
mentioned that such visits 
of decorated officials from 
neighbouring countries to 
the University would en-
rich the learning experi-
ence of the students.

UPF celebrates International Peace Day 

SummIT RePoRT
Gangtok, 15 Sept:

Universal Peace Fed-
eration, Sikkim, cele-

brated International Peace 
Day 2019 on the theme, 
“Climate Action for Peace” 
at SICUN Training Centre, 
Assam Linzey, East Sik-
kim, today. 

Namcheybong MLA, 
Em Prasad Dulal, was 
present as chief guest ac-
companied by Secretary 
General UPF India, Krish-
na Adhikari, Vice-Pres-

ident, Nima T Tamang, 
General Secretary, SB 
Dhakal, Director of UPF Sik-
kim, Krishna Tamang along 
with various dignitaries, 
families, College Students 
and UPF members. 

The programme also 
marked the conclusion of 
UPF’s 2-Day Family Peace 
Seminar on the theme “Ide-
al Family Foundation for 
Peace and Development.”

The MLA, in his ad-
dress, appreciated UPF’s 
works and wished to 

work closely with it and 
shared that he planned to 
organise a Youth Conven-
tion in collaboration with 
UPF in the near future. 

He stressed that 
the youth and families 
should receive good mor-
al education and counsel-
ing along with a strong 
introduction to their tra-
dition and culture.

Secretary Gener-
al UPF India, Krishna 
Adhikari gave a short in-
troduction to UPF.

motivational prog by Brahma 
Kumaris at Tashiling

Gangtok, 16 Sept [IPR]: 
Brahma Kumaris organ-
ised an interfaith, moti-
vational programme at 
the Tashiling Secretariat 
conference hall today. 

Sister Sonam empha-
sised the importance of 
Spiritual Response and 
Preparation for critical 
times and shared the 
importance of thoughts 
and how to create 
the required change of 
mindset. 

She explained that 
our consciousness, both 
individuality and col-
lectively, is the basis for 
everything that happens 
and one should be able to 
focus on Check & Change. 

She further said that 
time management, toler-
ance and right time for 
action can change our 

daily life policies. 
She concluded by 

highlighting the impor-
tance of meditation, self 
belief, core values and 
solidarity for responsi-
ble decision-making to 
protect humanity at crit-
ical times.

Earlier, a presenta-
tion was made on Spiri-
tualism and Meditation. 

The programme 
was organised with the 
view to impart spiritual 
knowledge to help de-
liver better work perfor-
mance with stable and 
healthy mind. 

Additional Chief Sec-
retary, GP Upadhaya, 
Secretaries, Joint Secre-
taries from various de-
partments, officials and 
members of the Brahma 
Kumaris were present.

SMU VC calls on Lok Sabha MP

SummIT RePoRT
Gangtok, 16 Sept: 

Vice Chancellor, Sik-
kim Manipal Uni-

versity, Lt Gen. MD Ven-
katesh, called on Mem-
ber of Parliament, Indra 
Hang Subba, at his offi-
cial residence in Gangtok 
on 15 Sept, 2019, a press 
release informs.

The Vice-Chancel-
lor was accompanied by 
Registrar, SMU, Prof Dr 
KS Sherpa and PRO, SMU, 
Sarikah Atreya.

The Vice-Chancellor, 

on behalf of the Univer-
sity congratulated Mr 
Subba on being elected 
as Member of Parliament, 
Lok Sabha from Sikkim and 
wished him the best in this 
new term of office. The MP 
was also presented with a 
memento by the VC.

Various issues per-
taining to the health 
and education sectors in 
Sikkim were discussed 
during the meeting. The 
VC reiterated SMU’s in-
terest in making joint ef-
forts toward addressing 

issues related to these 
two sectors and assured 
the State government of 
all possible support and 
cooperation. 

The MP appreciated 
the contributions made 
by SMU towards the de-
velopment of the health 
and education sectors 
in the State and said he 
would look forward to 
fruitful collaborations 
between the University 
and the Sikkim Govern-
ment to further develop 
the sectors.

B’desh seeks naming of road 
after mujibur Rehman in Tripura
agartala, Sep 16 (PTI): 
Bangladesh Information 
Minister Muhammad 
Hasan Mahamud met 
Tripura Chief Minister 
Biplab Kumar Deb on 
Monday and request-
ed the naming a road 
here after Bangabandhu 
Sheikh Mujibur Rehman 
on his birth centenary 
next year, officials said.

He also requested 
for constructing a mar-
tyrs column here for the 
freedom fighters who 
laid down their lives in 
the Bangladesh Libera-
tion War.

Deb later told report-
ers in the presence of the 
Bangladesh minister, He 
has made two requests 
one naming a road in the 
name of Bangabandhu 
Mujibar Rehaman and 
to build a shahid minar 
(martyrs column) here. 
I have told him that the 
matter would be commu-
nicated to the Govern-
ment of India with due 
importance.

Hasan said Tripura 
was closely involved with 
the Liberation Movement 
of Bangladesh. It had ac-
commodated 15 lakh 
refugees, which was as 
much as its population 
at that time. So we re-
quested for naming any 
road in Bangabandhu’s 
name here to commem-

orate his birth centena-
ry and to build a mar-
tyrs column.

Mujibur Rehman’s 
name was also involved 
with the Agartala con-
spiracy case which was 
framed by Pakistan gov-
ernment in 1968 against 
him, in-service and 
ex-service army per-
sonnel and high govern-
ment officials accusing 
them of being involved 
in a conspiracy to se-
cede the eastern wing of 
Pakistan with the help of 
the government of India, 
he said.

The Pakistan govern-
ment was compelled to 
withdraw the case in the 
face of a mass movement 
in East Pakistan.

The Bangladesh min-
ister said that Deb has 
specifically requested 
for better connectivi-
ty through his country, 
standard operating pro-
cedure for Mongla and 
Chittagong ports for the 
state, auction of tea from 
Tripura and setting up of 
more border haats.

I have told Deb that 
the demands of Tripura 
government will be com-
municated to the minis-
try concerned in Bangla-
desh, Mahamud said.

He was here to inau-
gurate two-day film festi-
val of Bangladesh.
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Any Wiser?
Disasters require preparedness, not just 

repairs

The State has completed eight years since the 18 
September 2011 Earthquake, and it has become 

necessary for Sikkim and its people to make some 
honest appraisals of their preparedness. It is unfor-
tunate that this still needs to be said. It should not be 
so, because, given that the Sikkimese have lived with 
earthquakes and landslides ever since they have in-
habited the land, they, along with other communities 
living along the Himalaya, should instead have be-
come sought-after resource persons to prepare oth-
ers on how to mitigate natural disasters. That is ob-
viously not the case, hence, the trigger of a 6.8 on the 
Richter Scale earthquake of 18 Sept 2011, the sever-
est that the Sikkim Himalaya has pushed in recorded 
history, was required to fire awareness and involve-
ment. But now, eight years since the event and sever-
al crores spent on reconstruction even that does not 
seem to be working. It has now been a while since 
the State was visited by a temblor of consequence, 
and that seems to have lulled people back into a false 
sense of security. And while it is not being suggested 
that Sikkim remain in a perpetual state of panic or 
even alert, it needs to also remember not to forget.

But, if memory serves, it had begun forgetting 
within a year of 2011 itself. On the first anniversary 
of Sikkim’s Big One, a minor rattle had nudged Sik-
kim and managed to spread easy panic. Agreed, the 
18 September 2011 experience was harrowing and 
nerves were expected to be on edge on its first an-
niversary, hence the panic which followed the anni-
versary shake. This is also borne out by the fact that 
although there have been some quakes since then, 
not all have triggered any real panic. But, in how 
most of the State still reacts, one finds areas which 
unfortunately still need work. Earthquake do’s and 
don’ts are known to be forgotten (in the event of a 
marginally severe jolt) even before the earthquake 
shudders have subsided, and people end up doing 
everything that experts advise against in the event 
of a quake. A majority of the people rush out, a po-
tentially dangerous undertaking in areas which have 
suffered a power blackout and downright reckless in 
the rush with which people tend to troop out. When 
it comes to Gangtok, except those around MG Marg 
or PS Road, others do not have convenient open 
spaces to accommodate the footfalls safely and peo-
ple tend to spillover from footpaths on to the high-
way, which, in the wake of a rattle invariably have 
an abundance of reckless and inconsiderate drivers; 
their screeching brakes and persistent honking add-
ing to the confusion. 

In the face of such infectious confusion, the con-
cerned authorities should try harder to inform and 
reassure people not only in advance, but also in the 
wake. Sikkim is not serviced by 24x7 news channels, 
but still needs to be updated in real-time in times of 
emergency and alternate communication models 
need to be tried out and refined. Mobile phones are 
not an advisable option because connectivity issues 
get aggravated during emergencies and hence some 
other alternatives need to considered. The police 
walkie-talkies are an option and if police outposts 
were also trained to service as hubs for informa-
tion in the event of a natural disaster, at least panic 
caused by misinformation can be contained and peo-
ple reminded about what they should do and what 
they should avoid. 

What Sikkim is essentially looking at is a popula-
tion still at risk of causing itself harm [through pan-
ic responses] in the event of a natural disaster and 
an administration still slow on the uptake. It is also 
obvious that the State still awaits a customised and 
practical disaster preparedness plan. One must bear 
in mind that rebuilding and rehabilitation is a pro-
cess which will progress and slow down depending 
on the status of funds and motivation of concerned 
officials. It will however eventually be completed, 
its quality decided by how involved the stakehold-
ers are in the process. What will really decide how 
Sikkim pulls through the next major natural disaster 
will not be in just how well it repairs, but the pre-
paredness levels of its people in general and its offi-
cials and social organisations in particular. 

‘ancestors’: a new game provides insights 
into how the first humans evolved

Bad habits drive health risks 
among Kenya’s urban poor

fReDeRICK WeKeSah
theconversation.com

There’s a rise of cardiovascular 
diseases in developing countries 

which is linked to changes in diet, 
physical activity and obesity.

The Kenyan urban population, 
including low-income settlements, 
are part of this trend. Like residents 
in other low-income settlements, the 
rise in diseases can be linked to their 
surroundings. Poverty and stress is 
prevalent in Kenya’s low-income set-
tings which increases the behavioural 
risk factors for cardiovascular diseas-
es – like smoking and drinking. In 
addition, many residents have a diet 
which doesn’t include the amount of 
fruits and vegetables they need as 
they’re too expensive.

Cardiovascular diseases affect 
the heart (cardio) and blood vessels 
(vascular). People are more prone to 
them if they are overweight or obese, 
have high blood pressure, smoke, drink 
large amounts of alcohol, don’t do 
enough exercise and have a poor diet.

My colleagues and I wanted to 
know what people living in informal 
settlements in Nairobi, Kenya’s cap-
ital city, knew about cardiovascular 
disease, the risks and how this affect-
ed the medical treatment they sought.

We found that there’s a real lack 
of knowledge about the disease risks 
and even when the risks are known, 
societal pressures make it hard for 
them to change their ways.

As Nairobi grows and develops, 
more people will move into low-in-
come areas and the number of peo-
ple that need healthcare support for 

these diseases will get bigger. We 
hope that our findings inform strat-
egies for and enhance the effective-
ness of prevention and treatment 
programmes.
PooR KNoWLeDGe

To carry out our research we 
held nine focus group discussions 
with healthy people aged 20  years 
and above in Korogocho and Vi-
wandani slums. A total of 65 people 
were involved.

During the interviews, cardio-
vascular diseases were defined as 
disorders of the heart and blood ves-
sels, namely heart disease (angina), 
heart attack and heart failure and 
stroke. Risk factors were listed as 
hypertension and raised blood pres-
sure, diabetes and raised blood sugar, 
overweight and obesity, physical in-
activity, smoking and harmful alcohol 
consumption.

Generally, there was poor knowl-
edge of cardiovascular diseases and 
the risk factors involved.

A small number of respondents 
said that some of their family mem-
bers discovered “only by chance” that 
they suffered from conditions, such 
as diabetes and hypertension, which 
mostly happened when they had a 
stroke or heart attack and were hos-
pitalised. In most instances, it was too 
late to treat the conditions.

The magnitude of the cardiovas-
cular disease burden in the commu-
nity was not obvious among many of 
the study respondents, because in their 
own opinion, “these conditions were 
discrete and considered private”.

Most respondents couldn’t iden-
tify people who were likely to suffer 

from cardiovascular diseases or re-
late common risk factors – like smok-
ing and excessive alcohol consump-
tion – with increased risk of develop-
ing a heart attack and/or stroke.

There were views, based on “ob-
served trends” in the community, 
that “anyone” could be at risk. This 
opinion was formed because of 
situations where “even children” 
were diagnosed with diabetes and 
hypertension.

According to a few of the study 
respondents, independent of their 
age, people who harboured worry 
and suffered stress were more likely 
to develop cardiovascular diseases. 
Women were especially singled out 
in this.
BehaVIouR

When looking at the link between 
behaviour and risk factors in Nairo-
bi’s slums, there were worrying signs.

Despite participants understand-
ing that food rich in fat led to the 
blockage of blood vessels, and there-
fore stroke and heart attacks, they ar-
gued that it was difficult to avoid fat 
when cooking.

Women “whose role was to prepare 
food for the family” were said to be 
under pressure to satisfy the tastes of 
their family members, especially their 
husbands – and fats were key.

Also, although sugary drinks were 
mentioned as a cause of cardiovascu-
lar, respondents that were involved in 
heavy manual labour said that it was 
okay for them to consume a lot of sug-
ar (sometimes up to five teaspoons in 
a cup of tea) because of their high en-
ergy requirements.

Very few respondents knew or 

understood how harmful smoking or 
excessive alcohol consumption was. 
The participants linked alcohol con-
sumption to stress, but not necessar-
ily disease.

Most participants thought that 
slum residents had become less phys-
ically active. They attributed this to 
new and cheap forms of transporta-
tion, like the boda boda (motorcy-
cle taxi). They also said that wide-
spread crime meant there weren’t 
enough safe spaces for children and 
adults to play.
WhaT CaN Be DoNe

A major issue is that there are few 
specialised health facilities and care 
providers that can help residents. 
But there are ways to help residents 
from home.

Mobile health interventions (spe-
cifically text-messaging) have been 
shown to work in high income coun-
tries. Based on this, the African Pop-
ulation and Health Research Center 
is currently rolling out interventions 
that provide blood pressure monitors 
and meters to measure glucose levels 
to patients. Text message reminders 
are then sent on days when people 
are meant to take their medication or 
go to a clinic.

Community health volunteers will 
help by spreading information on risk 
factors for cardiovascular diseases, 
how to prevent them, the benefits of 
early screening and detection and 
treatment for diabetes, obesity, high 
blood cholesterol and high blood 
pressure.

[the writer is Research Officer and 
PhD candidate, African Population 

and Health Research Center]

maRK maSLIN
theconversation.com

As an academic scientist 
who researches human 

evolution, I was surprised 
to receive an email one day 
from Patrice Désilets, a top 
computer game designer re-
sponsible for the first two 
Assassin’s Creed games. He 
was working on a new game 
based on our early evolution 
in Africa, he said, and was 
using my book The Cradle of 
Humanity as one of the key 
reference texts. Would I like 
to be involved?

Patrice invited my family 
to Montreal in early 2018 to 
play and comment on an ear-
ly beta version. He was great-
ly amused that my youngest 
daughter is a true gamer 
while I always toggle the 
wrong way (I’m sorry but … 
up should mean up). But de-
spite my dodgy controlling, 
I enjoyed a stunning game 
with a unique subject mat-
ter, and one which I believe 
offers some key insights into 
human evolution.

The newly released An-
cestors: The Humankind Od-
yssey is an open world sur-

vival game where you control 
a group of “hominins” – our 
first ancestors – and explore, 
expand, and lock in new 
knowledge so your “clan” 
can evolve. It takes the play-
ers from 10m years ago, and 
the common ancestor of both 
chimpanzee and hominins, to 
2m years ago, when you can 
play as an early version of 
Homo erectus. The aim of the 
game is ultimately to evolve 
to the point when humans 
began to leave Africa.

My own research has 
shown how climate changes 
in Africa prompted waves of 
human evolution, so I was de-
lighted to see the landscape 
in the game is particularly 
detailed. From the dense 
forest where our ancestors 
originated to the drier open 
plains you can almost smell 
Africa. The game also shows 
us how dangerous life would 
have been because every-
thing wants to kill you – 
whether it is leopards, giant 
snakes, eagles, crocodiles, 
hippos, hyenas, or a poison-
ous plant you try to eat.

Even today, on safari or 
doing fieldwork, in these 
parts of Africa you can feel 

the continual threat of the en-
vironment around you. This 
is because humans are really 
weak when compared with 
other animals: we are not 
particularly fast and we have 
no natural weapons. Team-
work and technology are 
what allow us to thrive today, 
and the game tracks the start 
of our evolution from prey to 
the world’s apex predator. 

This is where the novel-
ty of the game comes in. For 
instance, it has a very cool 
mechanism of locking new 
knowledge into your synaps-
es. All your exploring and en-
counters give you experienc-
es that can be made into new 
skills – evolutionary changes 
such as tool making and team 
work, both essential to deal with 
nasty predators. But these new 
skills can only be locked into 
your clan’s “DNA” if you com-
plete the task with a baby or an 
infant with you, which mimics 
the passing of knowledge be-
tween generations.

Some early reviewers 
have complained it is hard 
to understand how to evolve. 
There are minimal instruc-
tions, the game is not linear, 
players are driven by their 

own curiosity, and different 
players will prioritise differ-
ent skills and abilities. For 
example you can “win” the 
game and leave Africa with-
out ever evolving to walk 
upright if you decide to pri-
oritise other skills. But again, 
this is just like real life evo-
lution, which has no direc-
tion and is driven by random 
events and encounters.

However, there are al-
ready excellent walkthroughs 
available online so, to some 
extent, this gaming issue has 
been sidestepped by a unique 
human characteristic – teach-
ing – and an innovation that 
came much more recently: 
language. But I really hope 
most players use these spar-
ingly, as the joy of the game 
comes from discovering new 
things for yourself.

One major reviewer com-
plaint is that if your clan dies 
you lose everything – unlike 
many other computer games, 
there is no reboot. Patrice 
again put this in because it 
is exactly like reality. Evolu-
tion is full of dead-ends and 
new species which simply 
died out, such as the dimin-
utive Homo nadedi in South 

Africa or Homo floresiensis 
in Indonesia, or the Nean-
derthals who only survive in 
European and Asian DNA due 
to briefly interbreeding with 
Homo sapiens as we emerged 
from Africa.

For me, Ancestors pro-
vides a new and novel way 
of envisaging the past land-
scapes of Africa which our 
ancestors had to survive and 
thrive within. It portrays the 
danger of that landscape and 
how key attributes such as 
tool making and team work 
helped us cease to be prey 
and to become a feared pred-
ator that regularly took down 
giant mammoth after leav-
ing Africa. It also provides 
a unique way of engaging a 
totally different audience in 
the excitement and intrigue 
of human evolution.

For those of us who re-
search early human evolu-
tion, this is an exciting mo-
ment, a game that illustrates 
all our research that anyone 
can play. I’m now looking for-
ward to Ancestors 2, as once 
proto-humans have left Afri-
ca the real fun begins.

[the writer is Professor of 
Earth System Science, UCL]
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Bengal BJP ina fix over amit 
Shah’s hindi comment 

Kolkata, Sep 16 (PTI) 
The West Bengal BJP is 
in a fix over party pres-
ident Amit Shah pitching 
for Hindi and is unable to 
openly support the state-
ment fearing that it might 
dent the party’s increas-
ingmass base in Bengal.

The state BJP unit is 
apprehensive thatthe is-
sue might snowball into 
a major political issue 
as Trinamool Congress 
went hammer andtongs 
on Shah’s Hindi Divas 
tweet accusing the saf-
fron party of pushing its 
policy of imposing Hindi, 
sources in it said.

Shah had on Saturday 
pitched for a common 
language for the country 
and said as Hindi is spo-
ken the most it can unite 
the whole country.

“Actually we can nei-
ther openly vouch for 
nor oppose it (Shah’s 
statement). If we support 
it then we will be brand-
ed anti-Bengalis and 
anti-Bengali language 
and this might have an 
adverse impact on our 
expansion in the state. 
Besides, opposing Amit 
Shahji’s statement is not 
possible for us,” a senior 
state BJP leader said.

Recollecting that the 
Bengali-non Bengali is-
sue had cost BJP dear 
during the final phase 
of April-May Lok Sabha 
polls in West Bengal, an-
other senior party leader 
said it had drawn a blank 
in the nine seats that 
went to polls then.

“We won seats in Ben-
gal in the first six phases 
But in the final seventh 
phase we failed to win 
even a single seat be-
cause of this Bengali and 
non-Bengali issue, which 

was milked by TMC post 
the vandalism of Ishwar 
Chandra Vidyasagar’s 
statue on May 14,” the 
BJP leader said.

The TMC goons had 
vandalized the statute of 
Ishwar Chandra Vidyasa-
gar, who was the key fig-
ure in the Bengal Renais-
sance and blamed BJP for 
it, he claimed. TMC then 
made it out as an assault 
on Bengali culture and 
heritage against the “non 
Bengali culture” of BJP, 
he said.

Bengal BJP president 
Dilip Ghosh told PTI, “It 
has nothing to do with 
the imposition of Hindi. 
He (Amit Shah) had just 
said that there should 
be one language which 
would be India’s identi-
ty globally and unitethe 
country. He had not said 
anything against any 
other language. The op-
position is only tryingto 
make an issue out of it”.

BJP national secre-

tary Rahul Sinha echoing 
Ghosh said TMC should 
stop shedding crocodile 
tears over Bengali lan-
guage as the Mamata 
Banerjee government 
had tried to impose 
Urdu language on Ben-
gali schools in the border 
districts of Bengal. “It is a 
ploy by TMC to misguide 
the masses. The BJP is 
neither against Bengali 
language nor Bengali cul-
ture. On the other hand 
TMC had tried to impose 
Urdu in schools in bor-
dering areas to appease 
the Muslim community,” 
Sinha said.

He was referring to 
the killing of two for-
mer students students 
of a school in Islampur 
in North Dinajpur in a 
clash between protest-
ers and police in Sep-
tember 2018 over the 
recruitment of Urdu and 
Sanskrit teachers for the 
school despite demands 
for mathematics and sci-

ence teachers, police had 
said. The union home 
minister had also said 
efforts will be made to 
expand Hindi to different 
parts of the country and 
asked everyone to use 
their native languages as 
much as possible.

He had said that if any 
language can unite the 
country, it is Hindi that is 
spoken the most.

Shah’s comment has 
been opposed by politi-
cal parties in south India 
and Trinamool Congress 
in Bengal, who felt this 
is nothing but an effort 
to impose Hindi in the 
country. The TMC lead-
ership claimed that “the 
cat is out of the bag” and 
BJP’s agenda of imposing 
Hindi has come out in the 
open.

“TMC will never allow 
this to happen in Bengal,” 
they said.“We should re-
spect all languages and 
cultures equally.

We may learn many 

languages but we should 
never forget our moth-
er tongue. BJP is trying to 
impose Hindi across the 
country. We should oppose 
it. We are proud of our lan-
guage and heritage,” TMC 
secretary general Partha 
Chatterjee said.

The BJP in last few 
years has made deep in-
roads in Bengal and has 
come up as the main 
challenger of the ruling 
TMC by pushing Con-
gress and Left Front to 
distant third and fourth 
positions respectively.

The BJP in 2019 Par-
liamentary elections 
bagged 18 out of the 42 
Lok Sabha seats in the 
state, just four less than 
the ruling TMC. The 
TMC’s tally has come 
down from 34 in 2014 to 
22 seats in this election.

The saffron camp is 
now aiming 2021 assem-
bly polls in Bengal.a fix 
over Amit Shah’s Hindi 
comment

BJP mocks Mamata for seeking 
appointment to meet Modi

Gom on sexual harassment 
at workplace meets

New platform to provide 
budding artists in Kolkata 

with financial, medical help

Resolution urges Centre not to permit 
uranium mining in Nallamala forest

New Delhi, Sep 16 (PTI): 
A Group of Ministers set 
up to look into various 
aspects of how to prevent 
sexual harassment at 
workplace and strength-
en legal frameworks met 
Monday and discussed 
on future action, officials 
said.

The GoM is headed 
by Union Home Minister 
Amit Shah while Finance 
Minister Nirmala Sitha-
raman, Human Resource 
Development Minister 
Ramesh Pokhriyal ‘Nis-
hank’ and Women and 

Child Development Min-
ister Smriti Irani are its 
members.

The GoM discussed 
various aspects of the 
issues of sexual harass-
ment at workplace and 
possible legal mecha-
nism, an official privy to 
the meeting said.

There will be more 
meeting on the subjects 
in the coming weeks, the 
official said.

The GoM was first set 
up in October 2018 to 
examine and give recom-
mendations for strength-

ening the legal and in-
stitutional frameworks 
to deal with and prevent 
sexual harassment at 
workplace. The panel 
was reconstituted after 
the new government as-
sumed charge, with Shah 
replacing Defence Min-
ister Rajnath Singh, the 
former home minister, as 
its head.

The GoM will under-
take consultations with 
stakeholders and exam-
ine various suggestions 
received, another official 
said.

Kolkata, Sep 16 (PTI): 
The BJP leadership Mon-
day mocked West Bengal 
Chief Minister Mamata 
Banerjee for seeking an 
appointment to meet 
Prime Minister Naren-
dra Modi in Delhi calling 
it a “classic example of 
oppurtunistic politics” 
and “a desperate attempt 
to save herself from the 
clutches of CBI”.

The appointment for 
the meeting was sought 
by the chief minister’s 
office last week and Ba-
nerjee is likely to meet 
Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi in the national cap-
ital on Wednesday, state 
secretariat sources said 
on Monday.

She will be leaving for 
New Delhi on Tuesday, 
the sources said.

BJP national secre-
tary Rahul Sinha said, 
“We all know the kind 
of language she (Baner-
jee) had used against 
Prime Minister Naren-
dra Modi during Lok 
Sabha elections and af-
terwards. She never had 
any regard for the fed-
eral structure and had 
even said she does not 
feel the need to respect 
Modiji as prime minister.

“Now all of a sudden 
why and for what she is 
going to Delhi is an open 
secret. It also brings out 
her nature of an oppurtu-
nistic politician, who can 
go to any extent to get 
her purpose served and 
forget it once the job is 
done,” he said.

According to a an-
other senior BJP leader, 
who did not wish to be 
named, Banerjee is going 
to Delhi to save herself 

and her party leaders 
from the clutches of CBI, 
which is investigating 
the multi crore chit fund 
scam in Bengal.

“It is quite obvious 
that she is going to Del-
hi to make an unofficial 
appeal to ensure that she 
and her TMC party lead-
ers are not touched by 
CBI. But it will not work. 
Our party high command 
will never compromise 
on the issue of fighting 
corruption. “All those 
who have looted public 
money, will have to go 
behind bars,” he said.

The Trinamool Con-
gress termed BJP’S 
claims as baseless and 
said Banerjee is well 
within her rights to meet 
the prime minister to 
discuss developmental 
issues of the state.

“The Bengal BJP lead-
ers should stop making 
baseless claims. In a 
federal structure a chief 
minister of a state has 
every right to meet the 
prime minister. The pro-
posed meeting is related 
to developmental issues 
of the state,” said a senior 
TMC leader.

The proposed meet-
ing between Modi and 
Banerjee assumes signif-
icance as it will be held at 
a time when several TMC 
leaders and former Kolk-

ata police commissioner 
Rajeev Kumar are under 
CBI scanner in connec-
tion with the Saradha 
ponzi scam.

The Saradha group of 
companies had alleged-
ly duped lakhs of people 
to the tune of Rs 2500 
crore, promising higher 
rates of returns on their 
investments.

The last time the two 
leaders had met was at 
the convocation ceremo-
ny at Visva Bharati Uni-
versity held in Shantini-
ketan on May 25, 2018.

Banerjee did not at-
tend Modi’s swearing in 
cermony when he took 
over the reigns for the 
second time in May this 
year and had also kept 
away from the Niti Ayog 
meeting in June.

The CPI(M) and the 
Congress leadership said 
the proposed meeting 
between Modi and Ba-
nerjee is a part of “po-
litical match fixing” that 
the TMC and BJP are in-
dulging in in Bengal. “We 
have been saying for a 
long time that TMC and 
BJP are playing out a fixed 
match in Bengal. Banerjee 
is going to meet the prime 
minister to ensure that 
CBI goes slow in the chit 
fund scam investigation,” 
Bengal Congress presi-
dent Somen Mitra said.

Kolkata, Sep 16 (PTI): 
Eminent artists from the 
city have come together 
to form a platform for 
providing financial assis-
tance and health insur-
ance to budding talents.

Danseuse Tanushree 
Shankar, classical in-
strumentalist Tejendra 
Narayan Majumder, mu-
sic composer Debojyoti 
Mishra and former Prasar 
Bharati CEO Jawhar Sircar 
are among the people who 
joined their hands to form 
“Calcutta Broadway” on 
Saturday.

“Some 26 budding 
artists from the fields of 
dance, music or acting 
will be provided with fi-
nancial assistance and 
health insurance during 
their struggle period. 
This will be a pilot proj-
ect for six months, af-
ter which we will think 
about increasing the 
number of beneficiaries,” 
said IT industry doyen 
Bikram Dasgupta, who 
mooted the initiative.

He said the motive of 
the initiative is to pro-
vide long-term struc-
tured support to the bud-
ding talents.

Dasgupta said that 
the beneficiaries will, 
however, need to be asso-
ciated with some theatre, 
dance or music group.

Most of the benefi-

ciaries will be in their 
early twenties, he said. 
“Many young singers and 
instrumentalists have 
slipped into oblivion af-
ter showing initial spark 
due to poor financial con-
dition, lack of motivation 
and family pressure.

This initiative will 
help such people,” Debo-
jyoti Mishra told PTI.

Tanushree Shankar 
said the initiative will be 
of immense help to the 
young artists.

“It will give some 
breathing space to the 
artists so that they can 
pursue their passion 
and not be overbur-
dened with livelihood 
concerns,” she said, add-
ing that members of her 
dance troupe are also 
part of the initiative.

Arindam Ganguly, 
General Secretary of 
the West Bengal Motion 
Picture Artists’ Forum 
welcomed the move and 
pledged support to Cal-
cutta Broadway.

Speaking about ini-
tiatives of the forum, he 
said, “There are a lot of 
schemes for senior and 
junior artists, including 
financial and medical 
help. We also have a list 
of artists, including ju-
niors, which we forward 
to channels and produc-
ers of TV programmes.

hyderabad, Sep 16 (PTI): 
The Telangana Legisla-
tive Assembly on Mon-
day passed a unanimous 
resolution, urging the 
Centre not to allow ura-
nium mining operations 
in the Nallamala forest 
region of the state.

“This House unani-
mously resolves to re-
quest the Government 
of India not to permit or 
allow uranium mining 
operations in Nallamala 
forest area of Telangana 
state,” the resolution ad-
opted by the House said.

State Municipal Ad-
ministration Minister K 
T Rama Rao, who moved 
the resolution, said the 
Nallamala forests is 
home to the ‘Chenchu’ 
people and also rich 
biodiversity, including 
animals like tigers and 
Nilgai and rare varieties 
of plants.

The exploration car-
ried out for uranium 
might hurt the ecological 
balance in Nallamala for-
est region, he said.

He expressed concern 
that human life would be 
adversely affected due 
the pollution of agricul-

tural land, air and drink-
ing water. Developed na-
tions have also had bitter 
experiences in uranium 
exploration, he said.

“Against this back-
drop, all people are se-
verely opposed to ura-
nium exploration in 
Nallamala in Telangana.
The Telangana assembly 
also shares the fear and 
anxiety of the people,” he 
said, urging the Centre to 
withdraw the idea.

Speaker Pocharam 
Srinivasa Reddy an-
nounced the adoption 
of the government 
resolution.

Chief Minister K 
Chandrasekhar Rao had 
on Sunday asserted that 
the government was 
against uranium mining 
in Amrabad Tiger Re-
serve (ATR) and that an 
appropriate resolution 
would be passed in the 
assembly and Council, 
expressing the opinions 
of both houses.

The proposed explo-
ration may contaminate 
river Krishna on which 
Hyderabad depends for 
drinking water he said 
and clirified that the 

state government had 
never accorded permis-
sion for uranium mining 
post June 2014.

Rao said that even if 
the Centre insisted on go-
ing ahead with the explo-
ration, the state would 
fight it unitedly.

The Congress has 
said it would intensify its 
opposition to the project 
and launch a movement 
in association with 
other like-minded par-
ties and outfits. Con-
gress and other parties 
have been protesting 
against the proposed 
Uranium exploration.

In May this year,the 
AMD (Atomic Minerals 
Directorate) was given 
in-principle approval by 
the Forest Advisory Com-
mittee under the Minis-
try of Forest, Environ-
ment and Climate Change 
to conduct the survey for 
the radioactive mineral 
in Amrabad, one of the 
largest tiger reserves in 
the country.

The AMD sought to 
drill 4,000 boreholes 
in the Tiger Reserve as 
part of survey for urani-
um deposits.
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atalanta, Roma back winning as Lazio fall in Serie a
milan, Sep 16 (afP): Du-
van Zapata struck late as 
Atalanta warmed up for 
their Champions League 
debut with a last-gasp 
2-1 victory over Genoa 
in Serie A as Roma got 
their first win this season 
against Sassuolo, but city 
rival’s Lazio fell at SPAL.

Colombian interna-
tional Zapata rifled in the 
winner on 95 minutes in 
Genoa on Sunday to seal 
all three points for Ata-
lanta who qualified for 
the Champions League 
by finishing third last 
season, but lost last week 
to Torino.

Colombian strik-
er Muriel’s 64th-min-
ute penalty had put the 
Bergamo side ahead in 
western Italy but Genoa 
captain Domenico Crisci-
to levelled from the spot 
after 91 minutes.

Zapata had the final 
say to give Gian Piero 
Gasperini’s side, who are 
sixth, a confidence boost 
as they travel to Dinamo 
Zagreb for their first ever 
Champions League game 
next week.

AC Milan are just be-
hind Atalanta, also with 
six points, after Polish 
striker Krzysztof Piatek 
got back scoring with a 
68th-minute penalty in 

a hard-fought 1-0 victory 
over 10-man Verona.

Roma are just behind 
in eighth after new coach 
Paulo Fonseca got his 
first win , a 4-2 defeat of 
Sassuolo, for the capital 
side. The hosts were four 
goals up at the break af-
ter Bryan Cristante, Edin 
Dzeko, Henrikh Mikh-
itaryan and Justin Klu-
ivert all found the net in 
a 21-minute spell with 

Lorenzo Pellegrini pro-
viding three assists.

But Domenico Berar-
di’s brace for Sassuolo 
on 53 and 72 minutes 
rattled the hosts who are 
back in the Stadio Olim-
pico during the week for 
Europa League action 
against Istanbul Basak-
sehir. “I hope that this 
will be the first of a lot 
of victories,” said Portu-
guese Fonseca. “I realised 

that I had to adapt to the 
dynamics of the Italian 
championship.

“Today we showed 
our ability to press high, 
and while we scored 
four goals it could have 
been seven or eight. 
“Defensively it was our 
best performance so far.” 
Lazio suffered their first 
defeat this season as they 
paid for their complacen-
cy following Ciro Immo-

bile’s 17th-minute pen-
alty against SPAL, losing 
2-1. An Andrea Petagna 
volley just after the hour 
mark in Ferrara and Jas-
min Kurtic’s late winner 
sealed all three points for 
SPAL. The Romans are 
ninth with four points 
from three games.
- BoLoGNa Go SeCoND -

Bologna moved sec-
ond after a gutsy 4-3 
comeback win over pro-

moted Brescia, inspired 
by coach Sinisa Miha-
jlovic who gave instruc-
tions from hospital as 
he undergoes chemo-
therapy. “At the end of 
the first half we heard 
Mihajlovic’s anger on the 
phone and this shook us,” 
said Bologna forward Ro-
drigo Palacio.

“We talked to him be-
fore the game, for us it is 
very important and we 

miss him. We play like 
this thanks to his mental-
ity.” Sunday’s game was 
the first the 50-year-old 
Mihajlovic has missed 
despite his condition.

A quick-fire Alfredo 
Donnarumma double saw 
Brescia -- playing their first 
home match in eight years -- 
lead after 19 minutes. Mattia 
Bani headed Bologna back 
into the game on 36 minutes, 
with the visitors trailing 3-1 
before Brescia were hit by 
Daniele Dessena’s sending 
off for a second yellow card 
just after the break.

Bologna came back 
with goals from Palacio 
on 56 minutes, Stefano 
Denswil four minutes 
later and a Riccardo Or-
solini winner 10 minutes 
from time.

Mihajlovic’s side, who 
finished 10th last season, 
are now two points behind 
Inter Milan and ahead of 
champions Juventus on 
goal difference after three 
games. Torino, who have 
maximum points after two 
games, can move ahead on 
Monday when they host 
promoted Lecce.

Cagliari meanwhile 
won 3-1 at Parma in a 
game where there were 
12 minutes of extra time 
following a lengthy VAR 
review.

Jordan free-kick fires Sevilla to top of La Liga
madrid, Sep 16 (afP): 
Sevilla moved to the top 
of the early La Liga table 
on Sunday as Joan Jor-
dan’s brilliant free-kick 
helped them seal a 1-0 
win at Alaves.

Julen Lopetegui’s side 
continued their excellent 
start to the campaign, 
remaining unbeaten and 
moving a point clear of 
Atletico Madrid, who lost 
2-0 at Real Sociedad on 
Saturday, at the summit.

Sevilla host Real 
Madrid next Sunday in 
a meeting of two sides 
yet to taste defeat. “That 
means nothing (being 
top),” said Sevilla coach 
Lopetegui, whose team 
next face a marathon trip 
to Baku to play Qarabag 
in their Europa League 
opener on Thursday.

“The only thing that 
(being top) tells me is 
that the team is doing 
things well. We have to 

keep improving before 
going to Baku, where 
they will make it very 
difficult for us.” It was a 
first defeat of the season 
for Alaves, who slipped 
to 11th in the standings.

Lopetegui, who 
joined Sevilla for his first 
job since being sacked in 
quick succession by both 
Spain and Real Madrid, 
saw one of his close-sea-
son signings produce the 
game’s defining moment.

Midfielder Jordan, 
who arrived at Sevilla 
from Eibar for a reported 
14 million euros ( 15.62 
million), curled home a 
wonderful free-kick in 
the 37th minute which 
flew into the top corner 
to give him his second 
goal of the season.

The visitors comfort-
ably saw out the match to 
claim their third league 
win this term, as Alaves 
failed to muster a shot 

on target. Elsewhere on 
Sunday, Robert Ibanez’s 
81st-minute equaliser 
kept Osasuna unbeaten 
after a 1-1 draw at Val-
ladolid, while Granada 
moved up to seventh 
with a 2-0 success at 
nine-man Celta Vigo and 

Espanyol won at Eibar.
Real Betis claimed a 1-1 

draw with fellow strugglers 
Getafe despite also being 
reduced to nine men, as 
38-year-old club stalwart 
Joaquin netted a 73rd-min-
ute penalty at the Estadio 
Benito Villamarin.

Real claimed a 3-2 win 
over Levante at the Santia-
go Bernabeu on Saturday, 
when reigning champi-
ons Barcelona eased to a 
5-2 victory against Valen-
cia, with 16-year-old Ansu 
Fati scoring inside two 
minutes.

Paine proud of Australia 
despite defeat in fifth Test

London, Sep 16 (afP): 
Australia captain Tim 
Paine said it was mis-
sion accomplished even 
though his team lost the 
fifth and final Ashes Test 
against England to draw 
the series 2-2. The tour-
ists came into the match 
at the Oval seeking their 
first series victory in 
England since 2001 but 
came up short, losing by 
135 runs on Sunday.

But Paine said Aus-
tralia, who won at Edg-
baston and Old Trafford 
but lost agonisingly to 
a Ben Stokes-inspired 
England at Headingley, 
had achieved their main 
objective in retaining the 
urn. “We’re taking the 
urn home so that’s cer-
tainly what we came to 
do,” he said.

“We’re thrilled by 
that, a little disappointed 
by this game obviously, 
puts a bit of a dampener 
on it.” “We can be really 
proud of the way we’ve 
come over here, which 

is a challenging place for 
Australians to come and 
play and win,” he added.

“To win two Test 
matches pretty convinc-
ingly, should have won a 
third (at Headingley) -- 
let that slip no doubt.”

Paine said winning 
the first Test at Edg-
baston, where Australia 
triumphed by 251 runs, 
had been crucial for his 
side’s confidence.

“There was so much 
talk about that being a 
fortress and how difficult 
a place it was going to be 
for us to start the series, 
probably by design, so 
for us to come over and 
win that first Test, and 
win it, in the end, quite 
convincingly gave us the 
belief that we could do 
it,” he said.

And the skipper said 
he still felt he had a role 
to play in taking the side 
forward.

“We’ve still got a way 
to go,” he said. “Obvious-
ly Steve (Smith) had an 

unbelievably good series 
and won us a couple of 
Tests by himself so we’ve 
got some parts that we 
need to improve. “But if 
we click them into gear 
while we’ve got Steve at 
the height of his powers 
and with the pace attack 
we’ve got, in the next few 
years we’re going to be a 
very hard team to beat.”

“There’s plenty of im-
provement in this side,” 
Paine added.

“I still feel I’ve got a 
little bit to give in that 
space and we’re always 
trying to develop more 
leaders within our group 
as well.”

Smith, who scored 
774 runs in just seven 
innings, said he was ex-
hausted after a long tour, 
which also included the 
World Cup.

The former captain, 
who returned to interna-
tional cricket in June af-
ter a ban for ball-tamper-
ing, received a standing 
ovation from the crowd 

in south London when he 
was out. “It was a nice re-
ception as I walked off,” 
he said. “It would have 
been nice if I’d had a few 
more runs under my belt 
in this game.

“I’ve given it my all 
since I’ve been here for 
the last four-and-a-half-
months in every Test 
match that we’ve played 
and I didn’t have much left 
to give today. “I’m pretty 
cooked to be honest, men-
tally and physically. I’m 
looking forward to a nice 
couple of weeks’ rest now 
before getting into the 
Australian summer.

Pep Guardiola believes 
Manchester City can learn 

and refocus after humbling
PauL maCINNeS
theGuardian

It did seem odd that, in the aftermath of Manchester 
City’s defeat to Norwich, there was talk of the cham-

pions needing to strengthen. By some accounts, Nor-
wich’s entire squad cost less than a single City substi-
tute, but yet – after the 3-2 reverse – it was the visitors 
who were felt to have a glaring absence in their team.

The name being uttered with a sigh was that of Ay-
meric Laporte. The “most solid and incredible defend-
er that we had in the previous season”, in Pep Guar-
diola’s words, was missing from the City team with a 
knee injury and will continue to be missing until the 
new year. In his absence, the feeling went, City fell to 
pieces at the back. Coming under particular scrutiny 
was the partnership of John Stones and Nicolás Ota-
mendi in central defence. With both players making 
prominent errors would Guardiola really persist with 
them, with so much at stake and Liverpool already 
five points clear in the Premier League?

“How many games have John and Nico played in 
the three seasons?” came Guardiola’s response. “How 
many games have they played with Kyle Walker? Pah … 
a lot. Also Laporte made a mistake in the quarter-final 
of the Champions League, against Tottenham, when he 
never made a mistake before. We have to see what the 
problems are. If [the players] want to take a step for the 
club for themselves we are going to solve it.

“If today you believe I have doubts in my team 
because we lost a game …” he continued in rhetori-
cal mode. “They gave me all the prestige I have in 
England. In the first season it was ‘fraud Guardiola, 
Fraudiola’ OK, and how it was not possible to play this 
way because you have too many tackles. It was these 
players who gave me the prestige I have and [talk] all 
round the world about how good a manager I am.”

So that’s that, then. Except. While Stones and Ota-
mendi have played many games for City, they have 
done so together on few occasions. Saturday’s defeat 
was just the fourth time they have played as a pair 
since Laporte’s arrival in January 2018. Guardiola be-
lieves in his team and knows they have the capacity to 
learn and refocus. But he has not sought to persevere 
with this partnership in the past.

In the short term he may persist, or perhaps may 
look to make good on his pledge to use Fernandinho 
as a centre-half. Certainly some more leadership in 
that area would not go amiss and it is not just Laporte 
but Vincent Kompany who City are missing in that re-
gard. The Frenchman and the Belgian were also the 
combination who provided the best results for City in 
the past 18 months (11 games started together and 
with a 91% win ratio).

Often when Guardiola talks the conversation 
comes back to himself and there will be things he has 
to deal with too. He says his team spend every day 
on the training ground, “almost every day”, trying to 
correct the flaw that sees them exposed at the near 
post from corners, the source of Norwich’s opening 
goal. This will need to continue. He may also have to 
take measures to make sure his best players are less 
subject to rotation. Kevin De Bruyne, whose form had 
been league-leading prior to the international break, 
was left on the bench after playing two matches for 
Belgium but it was only after his introduction on the 
hour that City upped their tempo. Being part of one of 
the world’s richest and most successful clubs has its 
upsides, but also its unique challenges. And not every 
one can be solved by opening the chequebook.  

Tammy 
Abraham revels 
up front but 
Chelsea need 
to tighten up 
at the back
JoNaThaN WILSoN
theGuardian

Youth products scor-
ing goals. A verve and 

excitement in forward 
areas. Goals, fun, joy. It 
was all there for Chelsea 
at Wolves on Saturday. 
Fikayo Tomori was a rev-
elation stepping out from 
a rejigged defensive line. 
Tammy Abraham scored 
a hat-trick to take his 
tally to seven in three 
games. Mason Mount 
again found space and 
devastating angles in the 
final third.

And yet when Ro-
main Saïss’s 69th-minute 
header found its way in 
via the hands of Kepa Ar-
rizabalaga and Abraham 
to make it 4-1, Wolves’ 
players were rushing to 
get the ball back to the 
centre-circle; it seemed 
like more than conso-
lation. When, with the 
score at 4-2, the board 
went up to signal six min-
utes of injury time, there 
was a great roar from the 
home crowd: they felt 
there was a real chance 
of a famous comeback. 
With this Chelsea side, 
you suspect, no lead will 
ever seem quite safe.

On Saturday night, 
Abraham was the lead-
ing scorer in the Premier 
League, having scored 
more goals than 14 of 
the other sides in the di-
vision. It’s just as well he 
has hit such a rich seam, 
though: at the whistle 
Chelsea had conceded 
more than anybody but 
Norwich. In those details 
lie the story of the game 
and, perhaps, of Chelsea’s 
season. Abraham was bril-
liant. His weirdly detached 
performance at Old Traf-
ford on the opening week-
end of the season when 
he looked lightweight, 
perhaps not quite ready 
for the rigours of the Pre-
mier League, feels a long 
time ago now. Perhaps 
he was not quite sure he 
belonged; perhaps Har-
ry Maguire makes most 
strikers look unimposing.

Here he tormented 
poor Conor Coady. Of the 
seven aerial duels Abra-
ham won in the game, the 
most significant came 
after 34 minutes as he 
applied the slightest pres-
sure to the defender’s left 
arm to ease in front of him 
and guide Marcos Alon-
so’s cross past Rui Patrício 
to make it 3-0. He had 
the beating of him on the 
ground as well, showing 
great strength and aware-
ness to stand him up 10 
minutes into the second 
half, before a moment of 
deception, a burst of pace 
and emphatic finish to 
add the fourth. All that, 
and Jorginho at last had 
his first assist in a Chel-
sea shirt.

Abraham had already 
shown his predatory in-
stinct, seizing on a loose 
ball in the box after Mount 
had (probably) been 
fouled and calmly steer-
ing his finish not into the 
yawning right side of the 
goal towards which Patri-
cio was flinging himself, 
but back into the small-
er space the keeper had 
come from, to which there 
was no chance of him get-
ting back. The talk after-
wards was of an England 
call-up; the obstacle, sure-
ly, is less Abraham’s own 
form than that of those 
already in Gareth South-
gate’s squad.  

US Open 
champion 
Andreescu feted 
in hometown
mississauga (Canada), 
Sep 16 (afP): Bianca An-
dreescu, who beat Serena 
Williams in the US Open 
final to become Canada’s 
first Grand Slam singles 
champion, was honoured 
with a rally in her home-
town on Sunday. “I am 
truly blessed,” the beam-
ing 19-year-old told hun-
dreds gathered to cele-
brate her achievement.

“I did not get here over-
night. There has been a lot 
of hard work and sweat 
that went into it, a lot of 
downs, a lot of ups.” Bonnie 
Crombie, the mayor of Mis-
sissauga, a suburb of Toron-
to, presented Andreescu 
with a key to the city.

Prime Minister Justin 
Trudeau, in the midst of 
campaigning for second 
term, was also on hand.

“She is an inspiration 
to all Canadians old and 
young, but to be honest, 
especially an inspiration 
to young Canadians be-
cause she showed that 
young people can do any-
thing,” Trudeau said. 
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Mamata likely to meet Modi 
in Delhi on Wednesday

Biden on racism: Whites ‘can 
never fully understand’

Birmingham, Sep 16 (aP): 
Visiting a black church 
bombed by the Ku Klux 
Klan during the civil 
rights era, Democratic 
presidential candidate 
Joe Biden has framed 
current racial tensions 
as part of an enduring 
struggle that is older 
than the nation.

“In a centuries long 
campaign of violence, 
fear, trauma, brought 
upon black people in 
this country, the domes-
tic terrorism of white 
supremacy has been the 
antagonist of our highest 
ideals since before the 
founding of this coun-
try,” Biden told the 16th 
Street Baptist Church 
congregation in down-
town Birmingham as 
they commemorated the 
56th anniversary of the 
bombing that killed four 
black girls in 1963.

“It’s in the wake of 
these before-and-after 
moments,” Biden added, 
“when the choice be-
tween good and evil is 
starkest.” Biden’s appear-
ance comes at an inflec-
tion point for Democrats’ 
2020 leader in the polls.

He is trying to capital-
ize on his strength among 
older black voters while 
navigating criticism from 
some African Ameri-
can and other nonwhite 
leaders, particularly 
younger ones, who take 
a skeptical view of the 
76-year-old white man’s 
willingness and ability to 
address systemic racism.

During his 20 min-
utes at the pulpit, Biden 
condemned institution-
al racism as the direct 
legacy of slavery and 
lamented that the na-
tion has “never lived up 
to” the ideals of equality 

written into its found-
ing documents.

But then he added 
a more personal note 
perhaps the closest he 
would come to address-
ing his detractors. “Those 
who are white try,” Biden 
said, “but we can never 
fully understand.”

The former vice 
president called out 
the names of the bomb-
ing victims Addie Mae 
Collins, Denise McNair, 
Carole Robertson and 
Cynthia Wesley and he 
drew nods of affirmation 
as he warned that “the 
same poisonous ideology 
that lit the fuse on 16th 
Street” has yielded more 
recent tragedies, includ-
ing in 2015 at a black 
church in South Carolina, 
in 2018 at a Jewish syn-
agogue in Pittsburgh and 
in August at an El Paso, 
Texas , Wal-Mart fre-

quented by Latino immi-
grants. The Birmingham 
church, Biden said, offers 
an example to those com-
munities and a nation 
he said must recommit 
itself to “giving hate no 
safe harbor demonizing 
no one, not the poor, the 
powerless, the immi-
grant or the ‘other.’”

From his long time 
in government, first as 
a senator and then vice 
president to Barack 
Obama, the first black 
president, Biden has 
deep ties in the black 
community. Though 
Biden didn’t mention 
President Donald Trump 
in his remarks, he has 
made withering critiques 
of the president’s rheto-
ric and policies on race 
and immigration a cen-
tral feature of his can-
didacy. Yet Biden some-
times draws searing 

appraisals from younger 
nonwhite activists who 
point to complexities in 
his record.

That includes his 
references to working 
productively alongside 
segregationist senators 
in the 1970s to distrust 
over his lead role in a 
1994 crime law that 
critics frame as partially 
responsible for mass in-
carceration, especially 
black men.

The dynamics flared 
up again Thursday after 
Biden, during a Demo-
cratic debate, offered a 
sometimes incoherent 
answer when asked how 
the nation should con-
front the legacy of slav-
ery. At one point, Biden 
suggested nonwhite 
parents use a play a re-
cord player to help their 
children with verbal and 
cognitive development.

Car bomb kills 11 civilians 
in northern Syria: monitor

erdogan hosts Putin, 
Rouhani for Syria summit

ankara, Sep 16 (afP): 
Turkish President Recep 
Tayyip Erdogan will host 
his Russian and Iranian 
counterparts on Monday 
for their latest summit 
on Syria, with attention 
focused on Damascus’s 
push on the last reb-
el-held bastion of Idlib.

Presidents Vladimir 
Putin and Hassan Rou-
hani will join Erdogan 
in the Turkish capital 
Ankara for their fifth 
summit on the conflict 
since 2017.

Iran and Russia have 
been staunch support-
ers of Syrian President 
Bashar al-Assad, while 
Turkey has called for his 
ouster and backed oppo-
sition fighters.

But with Assad’s po-
sition looking increas-
ingly secure, Turkey’s 
priority has shifted to 
preventing a mass influx 
of refugees from Idlib in 
Syria’s northwest.

Turkey is concerned 
by the steady advance of 
Syrian forces into the re-
gion, backed by Russian 
airpower, despite a series 
of ceasefires. Turkey has 
12 observation posts in 
Idlib to enforce a buffer 
zone agreement struck a 
year ago with Russia to 
prevent a full-scale Syri-
an offensive.

But the posts look 
increasingly threatened, 
with one of them cut 
off from the rest of Idlib 

when Syrian forces ad-
vanced last month.

Russian air strikes 
have continued in the 
region despite the latest 
ceasefire between Anka-
ra and Moscow on Au-
gust 31.

“A large number of 
terrorists are still pres-
ent in this zone... and 
fighters continue to fire 
on the positions of gov-
ernment forces,” Krem-
lin advisor Yuri Ushakov 
said on Friday.

The Turkish presi-
dency said the leaders 
would discuss the latest 
developments in Syria 
as well as “ensuring the 
necessary conditions for 
the voluntary return of 
refugees and discussing 
the joint step to be taken 
in the period ahead with 
the aim of achieving a 
lasting political solution.”

Moscow is keen to see 
progress on establishing 
a constitutional commit-
tee to oversee the next 
stage of the political set-
tlement in Syria.

That would give Putin 
a political win to add to 
its military victories, said 
Dareen Khalifa, senior 
Syria analyst at Interna-
tional Crisis Group.

But she said expecta-
tions should remain low.

Even if they could 
agree on who will form 
the committee, “this 
leaves a crux of issues un-
addressed for the future 

of the political process 
including the regime’s 
ability and willingness 
to undertake any kind of 
political reform,” Khalifa 
told AFP.

All three leaders 
are expected to hold 
one-on-one meetings 
before the summit, the 
Kremlin said.

They will also hold a 
closing news conference 
with a view to presenting 
a joint declaration.

Meanwhile, Turkey 
has other concerns re-
garding Syria.

It has repeatedly 
threatened to launch a 
cross-border offensive 
against Syrian Kurdish 
forces, whom it sees as 
allied to Kurdish mili-
tants in its own territory.

That has strained 
Turkey’s relations with 
its NATO ally, the United 
States, which backs the 
Syrian Kurds as the main 
fighting force against the 
Islamic State group (IS).

The US has vowed 
to work with Turkey 
to clear Kurdish forces 
away from its border, but 
Ankara says progress has 
so far been “cosmetic” 
and it could launch an 
operation into Syria by 
the end of this month.

Turkey has conduct-
ed two previous offen-
sives against IS in 2016 
and the Kurdish People’s 
Protection Units (YPG) 
militia in 2018.

Google honours King of the 
Blues’ B B King by doodle 

Some 46,000 
General 
Motors auto 
workers 
strike in US
Detroit, Sep 16 (afP): 
The United Auto Workers 
union began a nation-
wide strike against Gen-
eral Motors on Monday, 
with some 46,000 mem-
bers walking off the job 
after contract talks hit 
an impasse.

The move to strike, 
which the Wall Street 
Journal described as the 
first major stoppage at 
GM in more than a de-
cade, came after the 
manufacturer’s four-
year contract with 
workers expired with-
out an agreement on a 
replacement.

Local union leaders 
met in Detroit “and opted 
to strike at midnight on 
Sunday,” the UAW said on 
its Twitter account.

“This is our last re-
sort,” Terry Dittes, the 
union’s lead negotiator 
with GM, told a news 
conference after the 
meeting. “We are stand-
ing up for the fundamen-
tal rights of working peo-
ple in this country.”

UAW officials said the 
two sides remained far 
apart in the contract ne-
gotiations, with disagree-
ments on wages, health 
care benefits, the status 
of temporary workers 
and job security.

“Our members have 
spoken; we have taken 
action; and this is a de-
cision we did not make 
lightly,” Ted Krumm, chair 
of the UAW’s national 
bargaining committee, 
said in a statement. “We 
are standing up for what 
is right,” Krumm said.

Hours before the 
strike began, US Pres-
ident Donald Trump 
tweeted: “Here we go 
again with General Mo-
tors and the United Auto 
Workers. Get together 
and make a deal!” GM’s 
last major strike, accord-
ing to the Journal, was 
in 2007 when 73,000 
workers at more than 
89 facilities walked off 
the job for two days. In 
a statement, GM said 
it was “disappointing” 
that the UAW’s leadership 
had decided to call the 
strike, saying it had pre-
sented a “strong offer” in 
contract negotiations.

“We have negoti-
ated in good faith and 
with a sense of urgen-
cy. Our goal remains to 
build a strong future for 
our employees and our 
business,” it said. UAW’s 
leadership had previous-
ly won overwhelming 
approval from its rank-
and-file for a strike if it 
became necessary.

Workers at Ford and 
Fiat Chrysler agreed to 
extend their contracts, 
but GM management 
was informed Saturday 
that the union would not 
extend its contract. Ear-
lier on Sunday, contract 
maintenance workers 
walked off the job at GM 
plants in Michigan and 
Ohio in a parallel dispute 
with contractor Aramark.

GM has enjoyed sev-
eral years of strong sales, 
posting USD 11.8 billion 
in operating profits last 
year, prompting union of-
ficials to argue it is time 
to share the wealth with 
workers who have borne 
the brunt of downturns.

But the outlook for 
GM is less clear, with 
concerns growing that a 
recession may be in the 
offing amid protracted 
trade tensions. 

Steve Smith ‘proud’ after 
summer of Ashes redemption

London, Sep 16 (afP): 
Steve Smith returned to 
international cricket to 
a chorus of boos but he 
walked off the pitch at 
the Oval to a standing 
ovation after a summer 
of Ashes redemption.

The former Austra-
lia captain enjoyed a 
remarkable series in En-
gland, scoring a total of 
774 runs in just seven 
innings and played a piv-
otal role in his side’s two 
victories in the drawn 
series. The catch by Ben 
Stokes that sent Smith on 
his way on Sunday end-
ed an astonishing run of 
scores -- 144 and 142 at 
Edgbaston, 92 at Lords, 
211 and 82 at Old Traf-
ford, and 80 and 23 at 
the Oval.

The 30-year-old 
made his official return 
to international cricket 
in June at the World Cup 
after serving a year-long 
ban for ball-tampering 
and was booed by the 
crowd in Bristol.

Smith had a decent 
campaign in the 50-over 
showpiece but did not 
set the world alight as 
Australia reached the 
semi-finals, where they 
were beaten by eventual 
champions England.

But he changed gear 
when the Ashes start-
ed, seemingly hungry 
to make up for lost time 
as he dominated the En-
gland attack, making two 
centuries in Australia’s 
comfortable win in the 
first Test at Edgbaston.

Asked when he felt he 
was back to his best, an 

exhausted but “proud” 
Smith said it was after 
his first innings at Edg-
baston, when he rescued 
his side, who had stum-
bled to 122-8. “That 
gave me a lot of confi-
dence,” he said. “That 
was probably my favou-
rite innings of the whole 
series that I played.

“The first Test match, 
as we know, is always in-
credibly important in an 
Ashes series and to sort 
of pull the team out of a 
bit of trouble at the time 
and give me that confi-
dence straight up that 
I could slot back in and 
perform, that gave me a 
lot of confidence.

“It was a long 18 
months out of the game 
and I’ve got a lot of peo-
ple to thank, in partic-
ular my wife.” Smith’s 
series was interrupted 
after he was felled by 
a Jofra Archer bounc-
er in the second Test 
at Lord’s, forcing him to 
miss three innings.
- WINNING ReTuRN -

But he returned at 
Old Trafford to make a 
monumental double cen-
tury in another victory 
for Australia. His 80 in 
the first innings in the 
final Test at the Oval was 
his 10th consecutive fifty 
in Ashes Tests.

Australia were chas-
ing 399 to win the se-
ries in London but it was 
always a tall order and 
Smith was unable to pro-
duce a miracle, falling for 
23. His run haul is fifth 
on the list of highest tal-
lies in an Ashes series.  

New Delhi, Sep 16 (PTI): 
Google celebrated the 
legacy of B B King 
with a special doodle 
to mark the 94th birth 
anniversary of the King 
of the Blues .

The doodle, illustrat-
ed by guest artist Steve 
Spencer and animated 
by Nayeli Lavanderos, 
shows the American 
artist in a black jacket 
with a bow holding a 
six-string guitar.

Born on September 
15, 1925 in Mississipi in 
the US, King started re-
cording music at the age 

of 24 with Three O’Clock 
Blues and went on to 
create classics like The 
Thrill is Gone and Every-
day I Have the Blues .

(He) brought blues 
music from cotton fields 
and street corners to 
grand halls and arenas 
across the world, said 
Google. During his life-
time, the singer, guitar-
ist and songwriter won 
15 Grammy Awards 
besides the Lifetime 
Grammy Achievement 
Award in 1987.

He died on May 14, 
2015.

Kolkata, Sept 16 (PTI): 
West Bengal Chief Min-
ister Mamata Banerjee 
is likely to meet Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi 
in the national capital on 
Wednesday, state secre-
tariat sources confirmed 
on Monday.

Banerjee will be 
leaving for New Delhi 
on Tuesday, the sourc-
es said.

The two leaders like-
ly to hold discussions on 
administrative issues of 
West Bengal at the meet-
ing, he added.

Banerjee has been 
one of the harshest crit-
ics of BJP and Modi.

“An appointment was 
sought by the chief min-
ister’s office last week 
from Modi’s office for the 
meeting. It will take place 

in New Delhi on Wednes-
day,” the official said.

The proposed meet-
ing assumes significance 
as it will be held at a time 
when several leaders 
of the ruling Trinamool 
Congress and former 
Kolkata police commis-
sioner Rajeev Kumar 
are under CBI scanner 
in connection with the 
Saradha ponzi scam.

The Saradha group of 
companies had alleged-
ly duped lakhs of people 
to the tune of Rs 2500 
crore, promising higher 
rates of returns on their 
investments.

The last time the two 
leaders had met was at 
the convocation ceremo-
ny at Visva Bharati Uni-
versity held in Shantini-
ketan on May 25, 2018.

Beirut, Sep 16 (afP): A 
car bomb near a hospital 
in a town held by Tur-
key-backed Syrian rebels 
in northern Syria killed 
11 civilians on Sunday, a 
monitor said.

The blast struck in 
Al-Rai near the Turkish 
border, the Britain-based 
Syrian Observatory for 
Human Rights said.

There was no imme-
diate claim of responsi-
bility for the bombing 
near the town’s entrance, 
the second such deadly 
blast in the wider reb-
el-held area since June.

A member of the reb-
el security forces, Osama 
Abu al-Kheir, told AFP 
that a refrigerator truck 
blew up outside a health-
care centre.

Turkish troops and 
allied Syrian rebels 
launched a military op-
eration against both 
the Islamic State group 
and Kurdish fighters in 
northern Syria in 2016, 
seizing Al-Rai and the 

nearby town of Azaz.
In June, another car 

bomb killed 19 people 
near a bustling market 
and mosque in Azaz.

Ankara keeps Turkish 
troops and intelligence 
forces in the area, and it 
backs Syrian rebels serv-
ing as police officers.

Turkish troops and 
Syrian rebels also seized 
the northwestern en-
clave of Afrin to the west 
of Al-Rai from Kurdish 
fighters last year.

The Kurds have es-
tablished a semi-au-
tonomous region in the 
northeast of the country 
during Syria’s eight-year 
war, but Ankara consid-

ers their fighters to be 
“terrorists”.

Ankara and Washing-
ton last month said they 
would work together to 
set up a buffer area in-
side northeastern Syria 
along the Turkish border 
after Kurdish fighters 
had withdrawn.

A first joint Turk-
ish-US patrol surveyed 
the area to the east of 
the Euphrates River last 
week.

IS lost the last of its 
territory in Syria to a US-
backed Kurdish-led of-
fensive in March, but the 
jihadist group has since 
claimed deadly attacks in 
the northeast.
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STAR STUNNER! The singer and actress, Hailee 
Steinfeld rocks a plaid off-the-shoulder dress with a 
pair of killer knee-high boots and high pony tail while 
out in New York City. 
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Aries: Oh, to be in alignment, Aries! Every-
thing is going to work out better than you can 
imagine. Trust. With Lady Luck smiling down 
at you, be rest assured that blocks that stood in 
your path will be cleared. Plus, opportunities 
you could never dream of will come knocking 
at your door. Know that this is the sum of your 
own efforts. Get into action mode, like you 
always do. You have the power to make this 
venture a huge success.
Tip: Ready, set, go!
TAurus: If you’ve been working yourself to 
the bone, know that a crash and burn is inev-
itable. Take a good look at that to-do list. What 
are the tasks that need your immediate attention? 
What are the things that can be dealt with later? 
Two words: bare minimum. While you’re at it, 
cancel any and all plans that require you to leave 
your most authentic self at home. Learn to bal-
ance work with play and play with work will help 
you be your most creative self, Taurus.
Tip: Find that elusive work-life balance.
Gemini: You are on the road to recovery, 
Gemini. What a wonderful feeling to be unfet-
tered by the things that previously brought you 
down! Remember, happiness is a fleeting emo-

tion. Inner peace on the hand? She’s here to 
stay, provided you make space. PS: It’s a good 
idea to spread them good vibes like the flu as 
you go about your day.
Tip: Better days are coming!
CAnCer: Cancer, you have a knack for 
finding solutions that help people move closer 
to their goals and get organised. Consider this as 
superpower. This phase of your life requires you 
to step into bigger shoes. To accept greater re-
sponsibility and lead your team towards success. 
Remember, finding a balance between the head 
and the heart is the secret to being invincible.
Tip: Look for leadership roles to shine.
Leo: Multitasking isn’t all that it’s cracked 
up to be. The so-called powerplayers have you 
fooled. Your end-of-the-week task list requires 
you to channel your inner Zen Master and fo-
cus on one thing at a time. Consider the 1-3-5 
method when getting organised: do the most 
important thing first (yes, the one you’ve been 
avoiding), three medium things next, and five 
little things last.
Tip: Prioritising is the key to efficiency.
VirGo: On the cards today: telepathic com-
munication and synchronistic encounters. The 

Universe is talking to you in signs and sym-
bols. Be cognizant of the messages that are 
coming through. Connecting with your inner 
witch/Magi promises to be just as important. 
Pull out them cards and crystals, Virgo. You’re 
more Intuitive than you give yourself credit for.
Tip: Let your intuition help you find the right 
answers.
LibrA: Two words: facts + figures. This is 
not the time to let your emotions come in the 
way. Libra, your strong sense of Justice will 
help you make the right decisions. Clarity is 
another keyword for you today. You are chan-
nelling the right ideas. Figure out how to put 
them into action! Take charge of your life and 
lead from the front. A new career path is open-
ing up for some you. Don’t be afraid to take 
the plunge.
Tip: Take charge and lead from the front.
sCorpio: Ah, the good old days! Stop rem-
iniscing and start acting. A reunion is on the 
cards today. Scorpio, get ready to make new 
memories for your soul circle. But it’s not just 
about the emotional. You’re being asked to 
seek help creatively/professionally, especially 
if you’re feeling blocked in any way. A con-

versation with your loved ones could help you 
gain fresh perspective and take things to the 
next level.
Tip: Spending time with those who make you 
feel at home.
sAGiTTArius: What is we said each 
thought is charged with a powerful intention? 
Would that inspire you to reroute your thoughts? 
Stop focusing on what hasn’t worked out and turn 
the wheel of Fortune around. Journal prompt: If 
today is the first day of the rest of your life, what 
would the next six months look like? Sow your 
seeds with intention, Sagittarius. Major openings 
await you on the work front.
Tip: Be cognizant of the openings that are 
showing up.
CApriCorn: Two is your magic number, 
Capricorn. The cards are urging you to sync 
your forces with that one person who makes 
you feel invincible. Oh, the territories you will 
conquer when you are on the same page! Over-
heard at the cosmic conference: your partner-
ship is evolving to a whole new level. Some of 
you may find the mentor you’ve been hoping 
and praying for. Be open to their guidance. 
They will help you get in touch with your best 

self and create opportunities you could only 
dream of.
Tip: Welcome this connection with open arms.
AquArius: The more you try to push the 
so-called negative thoughts away, the more 
they will haunt you. Express, don’t suppress. 
Let things come to the surface. Learn to watch 
what’s coming up rather than engaging with 
it. This is the secret to freeing yourself from 
self-sabotaging patterns. Some of you may find 
yourself confronted by your sexual wounds. 
Do you want to give your past power over your 
present? Keep this in mind as and when love 
comes knocking at your door.
Tip: Free yourself from the past traumas.
pisCes: You’ve come a long way, Pi-
sces. Now, get ready for your next big move. 
There’s a whole world out there waiting to be 
conquered. Check in with your vision board 
before you step forward. The good news: 
the obstacles that stood in your way are now 
being cleared. Remember, there’s a lot your 
experiences have taught you. When people 
come seeking wise counsel, trust yourself to 
guide them on their path.
Tip: Plan for the future and take the first step.

John mulaney joins hailee steinfeld in ‘Dickinson’

Long way to go: Deepika Padukone 
on mental health awareness

taron egerton 
would be ‘overjoyed’ 

with oscar nod
London, Sep 16 (PTI): Taron 
Egerton says he would be over the 
moon if he receives an Academy 
Award nomination for his perfor-
mance in Elton John biopic, “Rocket-
man. The actor played the title role 
in the film, which was directed by 
Dexter Fletcher. “I mean ... I’m not 
going to sit here and tell you that 
I’ve not thought about it once. Other 
people have said it, so of course.

“My line about it is that I am the 
one person who can’t comment on 
it, because it’s my performance. It’s 
not for me to decide or speculate as 
to whether it’s worth of any acco-
lades. I mean, it’d just be perverse. 
But I would be overjoyed. I have ab-
solutely no gauge of whether it’s re-
motely realistic,” Egerton told Brit-
ish magazine GQ.

However, the actor said he hopes 
to play as interesting characters as 
John in the future. “I want to play a 
character that has as much dimen-
sion and nuance as the one I’ve just 
played, preferably with a filmmak-
er that I am champing at the bit to 
work with,” he said.

Last Oscars, Rami Malek took 
home the Academy Award for Best 
Actor for his turn as Queen front-
man Freddie Mercury in “Bohemian 
Rhapsody”, another biopic.

Incidentally, Fletcher completed 
the 2018 film after Bryan Singer was 
fired from directing duties over multi-
ple allegations of sexual misconduct.

‘In The Sky Is Pink, Priyanka Chopra, 
Farhan Akhtar’s Chemistry Is Magical’

Angad Bedi Opens Up About 
Rumoured Ex Nora Fatehi

Angad Bedi, who has carefully avoid-
ed the often-asked questions about 

his rumoured ex-girlfriend Nora Fatehi, 
opened up about his troubled relation-
ship in the past in an exclusive inter-
view with ETimes. Talking about dat-
ing Nora Fatehi once, Angad 
Bedi said it’s “unfortunate” 
that the relationship did not 
work out but it’s great to see 
Nora Fatehi basking in the 
limelight that the industry 
has shone upon her: “I like to 
believe that there is dignity in 
everything. There are some 
relationships which work and 
there are some which don’t 
work. Ideally you want every 
relationship to work, if it hap-
pens it’s great, if it doesn’t it 
is unfortunate. I feel as far as 
my past relationship was con-
cerned, she (Nora) is a lovely 
girl and she’s doing excep-
tionally well for herself.”

Angad Bedi only had 
words of encouragement for 
Nora Fatehi, who once said 
that she struggled with a low-phase and 
battled depression after the break-up: 
“She’s a star in the making and all her 
body of work is being accepted by the 
audience and she’s on her way up! And, 
I feel that, that is what is important and I 
wish her all the best and all the love and 
luck,” the PINK actor told ETimes.

Angad Bedi added that the “hard-
ships” he went through during his rough 
patch with Nora Fatehi changed him as a 
person: “I also feel that there’s dignity in 
silence and there’s lot of respect. Every-
body goes through hardships but hard-
ships make you the person you are, and 

I feel that is important,” ETimes quoted 
the Soorma actor as saying.

Hoping that Nora Fatehi finds the 
right person in due course, Angad Bedi 
told ETimes: “I feel the partner that she 
deserves, will come her way very soon. I 

feel everything has a timing. It’s like the 
universe wanted to change something 
within me and it happened, the universe 
wanted some change within her and 
give her stardom and it happened. Right 
now, it’s time for her stardom, after star-
dom there will be time for family.”

Angad and Nora were rumoured 
to be in a relationship sometime be-
tween 2016 and 2017 and were fre-
quently spotted hanging out together. 
After their break-up, Angad married 
Neha Dhupia in a surprise wedding in 
May 2018 and later revealed that the 
rushed nature of the wedding was due 

to Neha’s pregnancy. The couple are 
parents to a nine-month-old daughter 
named Mehr.

After Angad Bedi’s wedding, Nora 
Fatehi asked Hindustan Times: “Who 
Angad Bedi?” after she was questioned 

about whether she congratulated her ex 
on his wedding. In response, Angad Bedi 
told News18: “I’m nobody to comment 
on anybody’s body of work or what they 
feel about any situation.”

Earlier this year, speaking on the 
show By Invite Only on Zoom Styled by 
Myntra, Nora had said she felt demoti-
vated for two months after the break-up 
before plunging back to work: “I don’t 
want people to think that when you are 
low and dabble with depression that 
you are not strong. You are still strong! I 
lost that drive (for) 2 months,” reported 
news agency IANS.

New Delhi, Sep 16 (PTI): Deepika 
Padukone says the conversation around 
mental health awareness may have 
opened up a lot in recent years but there 
is still a long way to go.

The actor, who is the 
founder of The Live Love 
Laugh Foundation, was in 
the capital for the initia-
tive’s inaugural ‘Lecture Se-
ries’ to discuss the stigma 
surrounding mental health.

“As far as the conversa-
tion around the causes of 
mental health is concerned, 
I think we’ve come a long way. But we 
certainly have a long way to go in terms 
of creating more awareness...

“I think the conversation has opened 
up. I don’t think that there’s as much 
stigma as it used to be four years ago,” 
Deepika told reporters here on Sunday.

The “Padmaavat” star was diag-
nosed with clinical depression in 2014 
and went public about it next year. In 

2015, she launched the foundation 
to create awareness around mental 
health. Deepika, 33, said the idea be-
hind the ‘Lecture Series’ was to bring 
people from different walks of life 

together and create more 
awareness about the cause.

“(It’s about) inviting 
from different professions 
from various parts of the 
world, but most important-
ly, people who are passion-
ate about mental health 
and have them talk to us 
about their their journey, 

their experience,” she said.”It’s about 
taking to the next level,” she added.

The actor also praised the media for 
its role in opening up the conversation 
on mental health. Pulitzer Prize-win-
ning author and Padma Shri awardee 
Siddhartha Mukherjee delivered the 
first lecture in the series. Deepika’s sis-
ter, professional golfer Anisha Padukone 
was also a part of the event.

Los angeles, Sep 16 (PTI): Comic-actor 
John Mulaney has been roped in to star 
in upcoming period drama “Dickinson”.

The Apple TV Plus series will see 
Hailee Steinfeld in the title role of the 
acclaimed 19th century poet Emily 
Dickinson. According to Entertainment 
Weekly, Mulaney will play essayist-phi-
losopher Henry David Thoreau.

No additional details about the “SNL” 
star’s role as the “Walden” author were 
available currently. The series is a come-

dic take on Dickinson’s world, exploring 
the constraints of society, gender, and 
family from the perspective of a budding 
writer who does not fit in her era due to 
her imaginative point of view.

Rapper-actor Wiz Khalifa stars in a 
guest role as ‘Death’.

David Gordon Green is attached to 
direct and executive produce, with Ale-
na Smith as creator.

The show debuts on November 1 on 
the new streaming service.

Shibani Dandekar, who was Farhan Akhtar’s 
plus one at The Sky Is Pink’s world pre-

miere at the Toronto International Film Fes-
tival (TIFF), shared a delighted review of the 
film in a lengthy Instagram post. The Sky Is 
Pink features Priyanka Chopra and Farhan 
Akhtar as a young couple, who fight 
a race against time as their teen-
aged daughter is diagnosed with a 
life-threatening disease. Shibani Dan-
dekar, who is dating Farhan IRL, gave 
a massive shout out to the onscreen 
pair and wrote: “I couldn’t be proud-
er of Farhan Akhtar and Priyanka 
Chopra for their incredible portrayal 
of Niren and Aditi! Their chemistry on 
screen is just magical! They hit all the 
right notes in every single frame! Both 
just so damn good!”

Shibani Dandekar had begun her post with 
a note dedicated to director Shonali Bose: 
“Was lucky enough to witness the magic of 
this film as it premiered at Toronto Film Fes-
tival and was blown away by how beautifully 
powerful it is in so many ways. Shonali Bose, 
you are a star. She has managed to weave hu-
mour and heartbreak through the story with 
perfection! I was oscillating from laughter to 

tears with such speed and intensity that I felt 
pretty exhausted yet so fulfilled.”

Shonali Bose’s bilingual film also stars ac-
tor Rohit Saraf and Zaira Wasim as Priyanka 
and Farhan’s onscreen kids. The film is based 
on the life and experiences of late motivation-

al speaker and author Aisha Chaudhary, who 
was diagnosed with a terminal illness and 
Zaira Wasim features in the role. Shibani Dan-
dekar also had words of encouragement for 
the young cast members as she wrote: “Zaira 
and Rohit were beyond brilliant as Aisha and 
Ishaan and just easy to watch and love - this 
entire family took you on a journey and just 
made your heart melt.”


