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Summit Times 
in Nepali

Watch our Nepali broadcast 
every evening on Facebook 
at Summit Times Daily Page, 
Please like, Share, Comment and let us 

know we can improve.
Thank You!

https://www.facebook.com/SummitTimesSikkim/
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laND FoR 
Sale 

(uRgeNT Sale)

BL land for sale. Road site 100ft 
by 50ft at Lower Syari. Enroute 

Ranipool to Deorali via Syari. 10 
Minutes Drive from Ranipool.

Serious Buyer may contact : 83720-
77482/ 94341-36989/ 98320-82664

Rs 8.2 cr literary Centre at kyongsa in sorry state
RudRa KauShiK
Gyalshing, 22 Feb:

Research Centre for Indian Nepali 
Literature and Culture, established 

at Kyongsa near Gyalshing in West Sik-
kim, is wasting away due to lack of 
maintenance and proper utilization. 
The centre was constructed at a cost 
of Rs. 8.22 crore by the former SDF 
government through the Culture de-
partment.

Apart from a few occasions such 
as Bhanu Jayanti and some liter-
ary functions, the centre, which 
is located below Kyongsa Sports 
Ground, remains unused. Although 
the centre remains open through-
out the year, since it is located 
away from town, other community 
centres located in close proximity 
to Gyalshing are preferred for pub-
lic functions. The Research Centre, a 
public facility established with an aim to 
cater to the literary aspirations and needs 
of the people of the state is gradually turn-
ing into a forgotten public infrastructure.

The centre houses a library, li-
brarian’s office, gallery, museum, 
reception, lounge, statue of Bhanu 

Bhakta Acharya, etc. The first floor hous-
es a multi-purpose hall, office, general of-
fice and lounge. This administrative and 
pavilion block has a plinth area of 12,685 

sq ft and 9,888 sq ft respectively.
The statue outside the centre 

is in a sorry state as it is exposed 
to the elements and needs mainte-

nance. Rain water seepage has disfig-
ured the walls of the meditation hall 
constructed on the ground floor of the 
centre.

Minister inspects Kayum Bridge construction, reassures land owners
Mangan, 22 Feb [IPR]: 
Roads & Bridges Min-
ister, Samdup Lepcha, 
today inspected the 
construction of the 255 
metre long Kayum Arch 
Steel Bridge in upper Dz-
ongu.
The Minister inspected 
the foundation works 
being undertaken by 
Mohindra Tube Pvt Ltd 
[MTPL] at a total budget-
ed cost of Rs 88.54 crore.
The Minister was accom-
panied by the Sikkim 
Krantikari Morcha in-
charge of Dzongu con-
stituency, Chingkipu Lep-
cha, Assistant Engineer, 
Roads & Bridges, Deepak 
Pradhan, Site Engineer 
Rakesh Burma and Akhil 
Pandey.

Mr Burma explained 
the technical aspects of 
the bridge and informed 
that the work was pro-

gressing on a war foot-
ing and assured that the 
construction will be com-
pleted by March 2021. 

He also informed 
that the land owner had 
raised objections due to 
delay in land compensa-
tion.

In this context, the 
Minister met with the 
land owners, Karma 
Lepcha, Tshering Ongd-
up Lepcha, Tsewangdup 
Lepcha, Gay Tshering 
Lepcha and Yong Tsher-
ing Lepcha at Kayum 
and reassured them that 
there was no need to 
worry about land com-
pensation since once the 
surveyor completed the 
report regarding land 
compensation bill, the 
total amount will be re-
leased to them within 20 
days.

Further, he directed 

that MTPL shall be held 
responsible for any dam-
age caused during the 
course of the bridge con-
struction.

Apart from this, the 

Minister also inspected 
the condition of the Man-
tam-Bey road.

It was found that road 
was in poor condition 
therefore necessary di-

rections were given to AE-
Roads &Bridges to prepare 
a new estimate for up-gra-
dation and strengthening of 
the Mantam-Bey road.

It was learned that an 

alternative steel bridge 
at Leven-Linzya and Foot 
Suspension Bridge for 
Tingvong and Sakyong 
will also be built in the 
near future. 

Sikkim-BJP wants delayed appointment 
of Nepali lang teachers expedited
SuMMIt RePoRt
Gangtok, 22 Feb: 

Bharatiya Janata Party has accused Education Depart-
ment of not showing any interest in filling up 101 

vacancies for post-graduate Nepali language teachers.
In a press release issued today, the BJP-Sikkim 

president, DB Chauhan, points out how applica-
tions were invited to fill these vacancies back in the 
year 2018, but the process is yet to be completed.

On the same, the party has demanded that the 
present government take interest in the matter and 
deliver justice to Nepali language students of the State.

Applications to fill these posts, Mr Chau-
han informs, were called in September 2018 
and exams completed by February 2019. 

A full year since, and the results are still awaited, BJP 
points out and has demanded that Education Depart-
ment’s lackadaisical attitude in this matter be corrected 
and the hiring process be completed at the earliest.

Around 3,000 tonne gold deposits 
found in uP’s Sonbhadra
Sonbhadra (uP) Feb 21 (PtI): 
The Geological Survey of India (GSI) has discovered 
gold deposits to the tune of around 3,000 tonnes in 
Sonbhadra district of Uttar Pradesh, almost five 
times India’s current reserve of the yellow metal, 
officials said on Friday. The gold deposits were 
found in Son Pahadi and Hardi areas here, district 
mining officer K K Rai said. Work on finding gold 
reserves in Sonbhadra was started almost two de-
cades back in 1992-93 by the Geological Survey 
of India, he said, adding that auctioning of these 
blocks through e-tendering would start soon.

The deposits in Son Pahadi is estimated to be 
around 2,943.26 tonnes, while that at Hardi block 
is around 646.16 kilogram, the official said.

Besides gold, some other minerals have 
also been found in the area, Rai added. As per 
the World Gold Council, India currently has 
626 tonnes of gold reserves. The new reserves 
are almost five times that amount and esti-
mated to be worth nearly Rs 12 lakh crore.

The British reportedly were the first to initiate the 
process of finding gold reserves in Sonbhadra region, 
which is more in news for being a Naxalism-hit area.

Interestingly, Sonbhadra - the second largest 
district of Uttar Pradesh - is the only district in the 
country which shares borders with four states -- Mad-
hya Pradesh to the west, Chhattishgarh to the south, 
Jharkhand to the south-east and Bihar to the east.

Bomb blast in Pak, earthquake in Nepal as grounds for lawyers’ strikes irk SC
ABHISHEK ANSHU
New Delhi, Feb 21 (PtI): 
Strikes by advocates for “flim-
sy reasons”, like bomb blast in 
a Pakistan school and earth-
quake in Nepal, on all working 
Saturdays for more than the 
past 35 years in three districts 
of Uttarakhand has caught the 
attention of the Supreme Court 
which rapped them for resort-
ing to such a “joke”.

The issue came to the no-
tice of the apex court while it 
was hearing an appeal against 
the verdict of the Uttarakhand 
High Court which had held as 
“illegal” the strikes or boycotts 
of court work on all Saturdays 
by lawyers in Dehradun and in 
several parts of Haridwar and 

Udham Singh Nagar.
In its September 25, 2019 

verdict, the high court had re-
ferred to the 266th report of the 
Law Commission, which had an-
alyzed data on loss of working 
days on account of strikes by 
lawyers and had opined that it 
affects functioning of courts and 
contributes to the ever mount-
ing pendency of cases.

As per information sent by 
the high court to the Law Com-
mission with respect to Uttara-
khand for 2012-2016, advocates 
were on strike for 455 days 
during this period in Dehradun 
district, followed by 515 days in 
Haridwar district.

Referring to the Law Com-
mission’s report, the high court 

had noted that strikes by advo-
cates or their abstinence from 
courts varied from local, nation-
al to international issues, having 
no relevance to the working of 
the courts, and were seldom for 
justifiable reasons.

“To mention a few, bomb 
blast in a Pakistan school, 
amendments to Sri Lanka’s 
Constitution, inter-state river 
water disputes, attack on/mur-
der of an advocate, earthquake 
in Nepal, condoling the death of 
near relatives of advocates, ex-
pressing solidarity to advocates 
of other state bar associations, 
moral support to movements 
by social activists, heavy rains....
and even for kavi-sammelans,” 
the high court had noted in its 

verdict. The appeal against the 
high court’s verdict came up for 
hearing before a bench of Jus-
tices Arun Mishra and M R Shah 
on Thursday.

“This is happening every-
where in the country. This is a 
fit case to initiate suo motu con-
tempt. How can bar association 
say that they will continue with 
the strike?” the bench remarked.

“Things have collapsed,” the 
bench said, adding, “The order 
(of high court) is fully justified”.

“We cannot permit things 
like this. Everybody is going on 
strike. Today, strike is going on 
in every part of the country. We 
should be very harsh now. How 
can you say that the bar will be 
on strike on every Saturday?” 

the bench said.
“You are doing a joke. Fam-

ily member of advocate dies 
and the entire bar will go on 
strike? What is this,” the bench 
said while reserving its order 
on an appeal filed by a lawyers’ 
body of Dehradun. The coun-
sel appearing for the petitioner 
told the bench that strike has 
stopped in Dehradun district.

In its verdict, the high court 
had noted that “genesis of this 
peculiar form” of protest of boy-
cotting work on Saturdays for 
over 35 years was traceable to 
western Uttar Pradesh, of which 
the aforesaid districts formed 
part of, before the state of Ut-
tarakhand was created on No-
vember 9, 2000.

Maha village passes resolution 
against CAA, NRC
Aurangabad, Feb 22 (PtI): Patrud village in Beed 
district of Maharashtra has passed a resolution 
against the Citizenship (Amendment) Act (CAA) 
and the National Register of Citizens (NRC).

The gram panchayat of Patrud in Majalgaon 
tehsil passed the resolution at its meeting held on 
February 2. The copy of the resolution has gone viral 
on social media. “There is confusion in the society 
over the CAA and NRC. All the people residing here 
are Indians, but don’t have any documents to prove 
their nationality. Hence CAA and NRC should not be 
implemented in the village,” the resolution says.

A resident of Pathrud, Eknath Maske, said, 
“The population of the village is around 18,000. 
The villagers were against the new citizenship 
law and NRC. Hence we decided not to imple-
ment these things in the village and passed a 
resolution.” Gram sevak Sudhakar Gaikwad said, 
“The government’s move on CAA and NRC af-
fected the social fabric of the village. Therefore, 
the villagers decided to pass this resolution.

Chandrashekhar Azad dares 
RSS chief to contest elections
Nagpur, Feb 22 (PtI): Bhim Army chief Chan-
drashekhar Azad on Saturday asked RSS chief Mohan 
Bhagwat to contest direct elections to test the actual 
public support for the “Manuvadi” agenda of the 
Sangh. Addressing a meeting of Bhim Army workers 
at the Reshimbaug Ground here, located close to the 
Rashtriya Swayamsewak Sangh (RSS) headquarters, 
Azad demanded ban on the Sangh to end “Manuvad”.

“I want to give a suggestion to the RSS chief...
Take out the veil of lies and come to the field. It 
is democracy.. contest direct elections with your 
agenda, and people will tell you if ‘Manusmriti’ 
or Constitution will run the country,” Azad said.

He said the new-citizenship law (CAA), the Na-
tional Register of Citizens and the National Popula-
tion Register (NPR) are the “agendas” of the RSS.

In the Dalit narrative, “Manuvad” is based on 
“discriminatory” ‘Manusmriti’--an ancient legal text 
of Hinduism. On Friday, the Nagpur bench of the 
Bombay High Court allowed the Bhim Army to hold 
a meeting of its workers at Reshimbaug ground 
with certain conditions, after the local police de-
nied the permission fearing law and order issue.

Referring to the Nagpur Police’s contention, 
Azad said two ideologies will always clash.
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GeNeRAl lAND FoR SAle
General land 30X40 (3 Plots) available for sale 

at  Tadong 6th Mile next to Harka Maya College. 
Flat Land no cutting required. Price 27 Lakhs 

(negotiable).
Contact: 9800201335

lAND FoR SAle 
A land measuring an area for  50x32 1/2  at Road-
side just below housing colony is for sale. It is 
just a  one minute walking distance from Namchi 
bazaar taxi stand. Interested party may contact 
9593373387 and 9434406761

 
~ SummitTIMES ~
Classifieds

lAND FoR SAle 
An area measuring 1 acre at Sadam South Sikkim 
near Loretto Convent School at Gupti road. Price 
negotiable any one interested can contact:

78640-04501,62970-03235, 98320-48410

“While we believe in Constitution, they believe in ‘Manusmriti’. This country runs only on Constitution and 
not on any other ideology. This ‘Manuvad’ will end in the country only if a ban is imposed on the RSS,” said Azad.

Since the RSS runs the BJP, Prime Minister visits the Sangh chief with folded hands and briefs him, he said.
“They talk about Constitution but pushthe Manusmriti agenda,” he alleged.
Azad also accused the RSS of trying to end reservation system through backdoor.
“Our people are still to get any positions or posts (in government jobs)...One day, we will have our prime 

minister and governments in other states. We will give you reservation. We will give reservation to other sec-
tions of the society. We will become givers and not takers,” Azad said.

He dared the Sangh chief to hold a discussion on the reservation system.
Azad also appealedto the Shiv Sena-headed Maharashtra government to not allow the NPR in the state “in 

the interest of the people”.
Azad alleged that governments are not allowing protests even for the right cause of people.
“If we take to streets to protest we get punished.
However, they do not know that those who are keen to save the nation are not afraid of any punishment, be 

it lathi, jail or court cases,” he said.
Azad is currently out on bail in the case of allegedly inciting people during an anti-CAA protest at Jama Mas-

jid in New Delhi on December 20.
“In future also if we don’t get permission, we will knock the doors of court. We had asked for eight hours 

freedom (permission for the Bhim Army meeting on Saturday) and the respected court (the Bombay HC) al-
lowed us three hours. We respect court, three hours are enough,” he said referring to the HC’s order on Friday.

Azad said they have called for a Bharat Bandh on February 23 on the CAA-NRC-NPR issue.
During his speech, he also referred to Uttar Pradesh Chief Minister Yogi Adityanath’s reported statements.

our Future on earth 2020
We ARe lIVING IN A GloBAl, INteRCoNNeCteD WoRlD AND So IS tHe CHAlleNGe
PD RAI

The Australian wild fires, dominating media head-
lines, shows the myriad of areas touched upon: 

human lives and properties destroyed, the biodiversi-
ty loss of an estimated billion animals, public debates 
over climate change. The wildfires show the complex, 
interlinked challenges facing our planet in 2020 – a 
big picture that can be hard to discern from our small 
corner of our world. 

Add to all this now the spread of the corona virus 
out of Wuhan in China. It is just short of a pandemic. 
So we are truly living a fully and powerfully intercon-
nected world. 

Jeff Bezos, the billionaire owner of Amazon and 
the Washington Post, has said that he will set up a 
fund to fight climate change – US$ 10 Billion. This is 
the response to his own employees telling him that he 
is not doing enough to fight Climate Change. His is an 
instance of action being taken by different stakehold-
ers. So is youth icon Greta Thunberg. 

We also know now that there is a dramatic change 
in climate across our own country and indeed in the 
Himalaya. The weather is much warmer than before 
and in Sikkim too we feel it. Though this year we are 
experiencing a colder and prolonged winter, the years 
gone by have been much warmer and drier. We are 
pretty certain that we are getting adversely impacted 
by Climate Change and that many of our glaciers in 
the State are receding at great speed. It is also fore-
casted and through climate science that the Himalaya 
will warm up much more than the plains. 

To make sense of these challenges and work to-
wards solutions, we must understand these links, 
tensions and trade-offs. This is why the internation-

al research organization Future Earth has produced 
Our Future on Earth 2020. To tell this unfolding global 
story, scientists have synthesized the latest peer-re-
viewed research on the state of our planet, recogniz-
ing that in a complex Earth system, there are no iso-
lated events. This knowledge will ensure we can de-
velop our societies “without compromising the ability 
of future generations to meet their own needs“, as the 
Brundtland Report put it in the 1987 landmark “Our 
Common Future”.

A survey of 300 scientists published with the re-
port has emphasized how one global crisis could cas-
cade onto another. Scientists saw four areas that pre-
sented the biggest cascading risks -- Extreme weather, 
climate change, biodiversity loss and water shortages. 
Heatwaves, for example, could spark rises in basic ag-
ricultural foodstuffs. The Indo Gangetic Plains of India 
are at risk with the rising and accelerated melting of 
the glaciers of the third pole. It is now estimated that 
the third pole has lost a third of its ice. 

Politics should be working for the cause of en-
suring that our societies are adapting and we are do-
ing everything within our powers to stem the global 
warming and adhering to the less that 2 degrees rise 
in the planet’s temperature as agreed by world lead-
ers. But alas this is not the case. Yet we should not lose 
heart. While politicians are using digital marketing 
techniques to reach out to neglected parts of the elec-
torates, the digital revolution nonetheless has a huge 
potential to contribute to sustainable development 
– from helping companies reduce their emissions to 
empowering people to monitor and protect ecosys-
tems.

2020 is a critical year for sustainability with just 

a decade left to achieve the United Nations Sustain-
able Development Goals. The UN Convention on Bi-
ological Diversity will also set new biodiversity tar-
gets in 2020, creating a framework for our dealings 
with nature for years to come. Hundreds of business 
and cities are signing up to climate declarations. But 
for these efforts to succeed, we must recognize our 
shared risks. Let us do whatever it takes to help our 
Himalaya retain its ice caps and glaciers. We have to 
do more by way of sensitizing our youth and our chil-
dren. After all it is their future we are talking about. 
Let us work together to make this happen.

In the end, our continuing future on Earth is a sto-
ry we are all creating together. 

The action that we need now is going to be based 
on our own understanding of how our local environ-
ment will be impacted. Hence, our initiatives of keep-
ing our polluting and heating industries out of Sik-
kim; of making an effort to grow our food locally and 
organically will all go a long way in helping us adapt. 
Oranges and other crops are also climbing up and we 
need to find other varieties to grow in the farmlands. 
Adaptation is a must and for that we have to rely on 
basic local research. 

The report will help us in this and also point our 
own scientists, social scientists, engineers and our so-
ciety at large in the right direction. 

[The report was released the world over – In 
Gangtok on 22/02/2020 – to access the report please 
go to https://futureearth.org/publications/our-fu-
ture-on-earth/ 

(The writer is currently a member of the 
Governing Council of the Future Earth: South 
Asia, Indian Institute of Science, Bangalore).

Central team visits West Sikkim 
to check CoVID-19 preparedness 

SUMMIT REPORT
Gangtok, 22 Feb:

A central team com-
prising of Regional 

Director, Dr S Sen; Dr 
Dipak Pal, AIIHPM, New 
Delhi; Dr Amit Aggar-
wal, RMLH, New Delhi 
visited West Sikkim to 
check preparedness for 
COVID-19 (Corona virus) 
along the State’s border 
with Nepal. 

The team arrived on 
18 Feb and held a pre-
liminary meeting with 
the CMO, DSO and other 
health officials. 

They also visited the 
5-bedded isolation ward 
prepared for COVID-19 
patients at the AYUSH 
Hospital, Kyongsha and 
suggested ways and 
means to make it more 
methodical and system-
atic. 

The team also vis-
ited the border check-
post at Uttarey where 
they interacted with 
health workers, ASHA, 
AWW, public, students, 
police personnel and 
panchayats. 

Police personnel 

posted at the border and 
Health staff were sensi-
tized on the COVID-19 
screening process. 

The entry register at 
the check post and pas-
senger screening register 
were checked. 

No cases of suspected 
COVID- 19 have been re-
ported in Sikkim till date.

The team visited 
Uttarey, Sopakha and 
Gumpa Dara where also 
they interacted with the 
locals and panchayats. 

On 20 Feb, they met 
SDM Tushar Nikhare and 

briefed him on the pur-
pose of their visit. 

District Collector 
Karma R Bonpo was also 
briefed telephonically by 
the team.  

The visit concluded 
on 20 Feb with some rec-
ommendations on how 
to strengthen the pre-
paredness plan. 

State as well as the 
District officials are al-
ready working towards 
fulfilling recommenda-
tions made by the Cen-
tral team informs CMO-
West Dr Anusha Lama.

Cancellation of fake CoI not enough, says SSSF 
Demands cancellation of benefits 

derived from fake CoI 

Sagar Chettri
GANGtoK, 22 Feb: 

The recently formed, 
Save Sikkim Subject 

Family [SSSF] has assert-
ed that cancellation of 
fake Sikkim Subject and 
Certification of Identi-
fication is not enough 
but the administration 
should also cancel all 
benefits received on the 
basis of the fake Sikkim 
Subject and CoI. 

Addressing a press 
conference here today, 
SSSF state chief coor-
dinator, Pema C Sherpa 
informed that SSSF is 
a group of individuals 
who have been work-
ing against fake Sikkim 
Subject and CoI issue 
for many years and now 
they have come together 
under the forum of SSSF.

He said that the ad-
ministration should im-
mediately deregister 
land and cancel all bene-
fits received on the basis 
of fake Sikkim Subject 
and CoI.

SSSF coordinator, 
Madan Tamang men-
tioned that fake Sikkim 
Subject and CoI holders 
have snatched away the 
rights of the people of 
Sikkim and the organiza-
tion will go to any extent 
to fight for the rights of 
the people. 

The fake CoI of a for-
mer Minister was can-
celled recently but all of 

his benefits should also 
be cancelled immediate-
ly, he stated. He urged 
the State to immediately 
clear its stand and take 
action on this matter. 

He also demanded 
stringent action against 
Panchayats, IB and police 
personnel who are re-
sponsible for verification 
before the issuing of CoI.

Another coordinator, 
Ganga Ram Rai shared 
that SSSF has also de-
cided to sit on a hunger 
strike next month on 
this issue. On the same, 
he urged the state gov-
ernment to immediately 
take action against the 
fake Sikkim Subject and 
CoI holders in the inter-
est of the genuine people 
of Sikkim. 

“We receive threats 
while working on this 
issue so we would like to 
request the government 
to provide us security for 
our safety,” he said.

Another coordina-
tor, Lha Tshering Lepcha 
said that all fake Sikkim 
Subject and CoI holders 
should come voluntarily 
to surrender their certif-
icates.

Another coordinator, 
GY Bhutia stated that the 
government should clear 
its stand on this issue 
and not play vote bank 
politics to save such fake 
Sikkim Subject and CoI 
holders.

Know Your Army mela 
at Krishna Nagar

SuMMIt RePoRt
Gangtok, 22 Feb:

The Army organised 
a ‘Know Your Army 

Mela’ at DL Roy Memo-
rial Stadium at Krishna 
Nagar, Kolkata, today 
to spread awareness 
among students re-
garding the Indian 
Armed Forces and in-
form them about the 

various career avenues 
available for them in the 
Forces.

The Mela included a 
weapons and equipment 
display and an interac-
tive session. 

More than 870 stu-
dents from approximate-
ly 21 schools and 15 col-
leges of Krishna Nagar 
attended the Mela.

Coordination meeting held to discuss film policy draft
Gangtok, 22 Feb [IPR]: 
A coordination meeting 
on the draft Film Poli-
cy was organised here 
by the Information and 
Public Relations De-
partment at Tashiling 
Secretariat.

The main objective 
of the meeting was to 
discuss the draft film 
policy and take feedback 
and suggestions from 
the Chief Secretary and 
related departments. 
The policy is scheduled 
to be released during 
the Global Cinema Fes-
tival being held from 28 
Feb to 01 March here in 
Gangtok. 

The meeting was 
chaired by Chief Sec-
retary SC Gupta and 

attended by DGP A 
Shankar Rao, Addition-
al Chief Secretaries VB 
Pathak and Dr Jayaku-
mar, Principal Secretary, 
RDD, CS Rao, Principal 
Secretary, Forest, ML 
Srivastava, Principal 
Secretary Health, K 
Sreenivasulu, Secretary 
Culture, Vidhya Subba,

Secretary, IPR De-
partment, Namrata Tha-

pa and HoDs of various 
line departments.

At the outset, the IPR 
Secretary gave a brief 
introduction to the draft 
film policy through a 
power-point presenta-
tion.

She explained the 
objectives of the Policy 
and setting up of Film 
Development Council, 
film facilitation office 

and salient features of 
the policy. 

Development of in-
frastructure, setting up 
of miniplexes, and film 
and television insti-
tutes were also touched 
upon.  The Chief Sec-
retary appreciated the 
initiative of the depart-
ment and assured to ex-
tend all possible support.

One of the main 
aspects of the policy 
is setting up of a sin-
gle-window system 
which will facilitate 
filming in the state. It 
was decided to convene 
a meeting to discuss 
the modalities of this 
single window system 
with the concerned de-
partments. 

Sikkim marathoners leave for Int’l Pathibara Marathon
SuMMIt RePoRt
GANGtoK, 22 Feb: 

A team of five long dis-
tance runners from 

Sikkim left on Saturday 
to participate in the In-
ternational Pathibhara 
Marathon to be held on 
25 February at Taplejung, 
Nepal. 

The team, which is 

led by Marathon Man of 
Sikkim, Amar Subba, has 
Kessangla Bhutia, Shi-
va Hang Subba, Buddha 
Singh Subba and Jatin 
Chettri.

The team members 
reached Darjeeling to-
day and are scheduled 
to leave for Nepal from 
Pashupati on Sunday. 

Chandrashekhar Azad dares..

Former India footballer 
Ashok Chatterjee dies

KolKAtA, FeB 22 
(PtI): Former India foot-
baller Ashok Chatterjee, 
who was a part of the 
country’s bronze-med-
al winning teams in the 
Merdeka Cup in 1965 
and 1966, died here on 
Saturday.

He was 78 and is sur-
vived by his wife and mu-
sician son Sandip.

Chatterjee, who made 
30 appearances for the se-
nior national team, made 
his international debut 
when he came on as a sec-
ond-half substitute for PK 
Banerjee against Japan in 
the Merdeka Cup in 1965.

He scored 10 goals for 
India, including a brace 
against Japan in their 3-0 
win at the group league 
stage in 1966 Merdeka 
Cup.

Condoling his death, 
All India Football Federa-
tion President Praful Pa-
tel said in a release: “It is 
sad to hear that Mr. Ashok 
Chatterjee is no more. His 
contribution to Indian 
Football will never be for-
gotten. I share the grief.”

AIFF general secretary 
Kushal Das said: “Ashok 
Chatterjee will be alive in 
his achievements. He has 
been the inspiration of so 
many Footballers. May he 
Rest in Peace.”

Chatterjee also repre-
sented India in the 1966 
Asian Games in Bangkok, 
and the Asian Cup Qualifi-
ers in 1967. He was also a 
part of the Indian team in 
the Merdeka Cup in Ipoh 
and Kuala Lumpur from 
1965 to 1968.

to book 
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Government of Sikkim
Health & Family welfare Department
New  STNM Multispecialty Hospital

Sochakgang, Gangtok
Ref No. 87/STNM      Dated: 20/2/2020

NotICe INVItING QuotAtIoN
The sealed quotations are invited from the interested and Registered Medical 

shop located at Gangtok for the supply of Emergency Medicines and Consum-
ables for the Year 2020-2021 for New STNM Hospital, Socchakgang, Sichey.
Dated of issue of Quotation :3rd March 2020 to 5th March 2020 (11Am to 3 PM).
Date of submission of Quotation : 19th March within 12.00 PM
Date & Time of tender opening : 19th March 2020 at 2.00 PM
terms and condition:
1. The quotation form can be obtained from the office of Senior Accounts Officer, 
New STNM Hospital on any working days from 3rd March 2020 to 5th March 
2020 from 11 AM to 3 PM on production of State Bank of Sikkim Challan of Rs. 
2000/-duly signed by Senior AO, New STNM Hospital credited under head 0210-
01-800 other receipt from 11 AM to 3 PM.
2. The interested Firm should produce COI/Sikkim Subject/Residential Certifi-
cate, Valid Drug License, Valid Registration Firm, Valid Trade License, GST Reg-
istration and clearance certificate, Experience certificate and full address of the 
shop at the time of submission of quotation form.
3. The quotation should accompany TDR of Rs.1,00,000/-(One lakhs) against the 
supply of Emergency medicines and consumables from the State Bank of Sikkim 
in favour of Senior Accounts Officer, New STNM Hospital, Sochakgang. The de-
partment will not be liable to pay the interest on the said amount.
4. The Tender Committee reserves the right to accept or reject any or all quota-
tion without assigning any reason thereof and reserve to award the work to any 
bidder found competent.
For further information, visit or contact to the office of the undersigned.

Sd/-
PCC Cum Medical Superintendent
New STNM Hospital. Sochakgang.

R.O. No. 373/IPR/Pub/Class./19-20
 Date:21.02.2020

 
E D U C A T I O N  D E P A R T M E N T  
G O V E R N M E N T  O F  S I K K I M  
N O R T H  S I K K I M ,  M A N G A N  

 
      

WALK IN INTERVIEW 
 

Applications from interested and eligible candidates are invited for filling up the following 
posts purely on Ad-hoc basis on consolidated pay, under Education Department, North District, 
The term of appointment will be for the current academic session., i.e.; till the end of academic 
session 2020 for PRTs and GTs, whereas for PGTs the term will end on 31st March 2021. 

A panel list will be prepared on the basis of merit and the vacancies that may arise during the 
session on account of retirement/transfer/ long leave etc. will also be filled from the merit list. 

The candidate who qualifies should work anywhere in North District. The appointments are 
made purely based on the need of a particular school. And hence, once appointed no transfer 
requests will be entertained.  

If any person on the merit list denies to accept the posting given to any school, he/she has to 
give the denial in writing, immediately, and the next person in the list will be eligible for the 
appointment. 

Having denied the acceptance of the posting order, the candidate will loss his merit seniority 
and will reach to the bottom of the list and has to wait for his next chance. 

Candidates having degrees from universities outside Sikkim must get copies of their 
testimonials attested from Examination Cell, Education Department Gangtok. No copies 
without attestation will be considered. 

Interested Candidates may submit their applications with relevant documents including CoI and 
Employment Card to the District Education Office on or before 26th  February 2020. (No 
Applications will be accepted after 4.00.p.m. 26/02/2020) 

For Further details contact: Exam Cell, District Education Office, Mangan : 9083484256, 
9775979007, 9775449079 

Walk- in - Interview Dates:  
1. PGTs  & GTs: 02/03/2020      10.00 a.m onwards 

2. PRTs : 03/03.2020   10.00 a.m onwards 

Venue : Conference Hall , District Education Office, Mangan. 

 

Deputy Director 
District Education Office 
Mangan, North Sikkim 
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Stars of Hope launches Kick tB campaign
ARPAN PRADHAN
Gangtok, 22 Feb:

Stars of Hope has start-
ed its Kick TB cam-

paign under the initiative 
JEET - Joint Effort to End 
TB, with its first collab-
orator, Sasonians FC, a 
press release informs.

As part of the cam-
paign around 50 foot-
ballers from the club 
will wear the JEET jer-
sey while playing in or-
der to spread awareness 
about the initiative.

The jersey for the 
club was launched to-
day at Paljor Stadium, 
Gangtok. The launch 
was carried out in the 
presence of Found-
er-Chairman, Stars of 
Hope, Bikash Thapa and 
Founder, Sasonians FC, 
Pranay Thapa.

Sasonians Football 
Club cum Sasonians 
Soccer School was start-
ed in the year 2017 un-
der the leadership of 
Founder, Pranay Thapa, 

with the motive to pro-
vide a platform to aspir-
ing and the hardwork-
ing young footballers 
from the Hills.

“JEET is an initiative 
of Stars Of Hope, under 
the close guidance & 
support of State TB cell, 
Sikkim, which started 
in the year 2018 with 
the vision to End TB in 
Sikkim by collaborat-

ing with various Social 
Organizations, NGOs, 
SHGs, Government Bod-
ies, thus bringing out a 
joint force against TB,” 
said Bikash Thapa.

The project runs un-
der the leadership of Mr 
Thapa and under the 
guidance of Assistant 
Program Officer, State 
TB Cell, Sikkim, Nirmal 
Gurung.

Under JEET, various 
unique campaigns are 
being introduced like 
TB free homes, TB free 
village and TB free in-
stitutions.

“The JEET project 
will be working in three 
phases. The first phase 
aims at creating aware-
ness among the youth 
and general public in 
order to break social 

stigma related to TB. 
The second phase will 
constitute an exhaus-
tive survey to find active 
cases of TB. The data so 
collected will be used to 
provide necessary med-
ical services to patients. 
The third phase will 
constitute awareness on 
preventive measures to 
nullify the risk factors of 
TB,” informed Mr Thapa.

Chinmaya Mission book release
SuMMIt RePoRt
Gangtok, 22 Feb:

On the occasion of 
Maha Shivratri and 

International Language 
Day, the Nepali transla-
tion of the book titled - “In 
Indian Culture…Why Do 
we...?” written by Swamini 
Vimalanda and Radhika 
Krishnakumar of Chinma-
ya Mission was released 
on 21 Feb in a function 
organized by Nepali Sahi-
tya Parishad, Gangtok. The 
book was translated into 
Nepali by Ratna Subba.

A press release informs 
that Bhakti Basnet was the 
Moderator of the three-
hour programme which 
was chaired by president 
of Nepali Sahitya Parish-
ad-Sikkim, Rudra Poudyal.

President of Chin-
maya Mission-Sikkim 
Centre, Ganesh Pradhan 
along with general sec-
retary of Chinmaya Mis-
sion, SK Sarda were pres-
ent as guests of honour.

Former president 

of Press Club of Sikkim, 
Bhim Rawat welcomed 
the guests and gave a 
brief profile of today’s 
programme.

Mr Sarda gave a back-
ground of how Chinmaya 
Mission worldwide was 
formed by Swami Chin-
mayanandaji to bring 
more happiness in the 
life of the people world-
wide based on the tenets 
explained by Vedanta 
and Upanishad. The pub-
lisher Tanam Subba gave 
his impressions on the 
book which was followed 
by a talk by Ratna Subba.

Dr LP Sharma talked 
about the book and com-
pared western scientific 
thoughts with the Vedan-
tic thoughts and conclud-

ed how scientific our age 
old knowledge is.

Bansuri Vadan by 
Ravin Sharma and 
Dinesh Sharma, Bhajans 
by Jeewan Sharma and 
Pranita Nepal were also 
part of the function.

Naresh Chhetri rose to 
call upon the youths and 
all to see that this book 
reaches more people.

Chief guest, Rudra 
Poudyal summarized 
the need to impart spir-
itual knowledge along 
with secular knowledge 
to make education com-
plete and worthy for the 
future of mankind.

The programme 
concluded with vote of 
thanks by Tara Prasad 
Dhungel.

SSlA felicitates medal winning strength lifters 
SuMMIt RePoRt
GANGtoK, 22 Feb: 

Sikkim Strength Lift-
ing Association 

[SSLA] has felicitated 
its strength lifters for 
bringing medals and 
laurels for the Country 
and the State in the re-
cently held 8th Interna-
tional Strength Lifting 
& Inclined Bench Press 
Championship 2020 at 
Bangkok, Thailand. 

Sikkimese strength 
lifters clinched 22 med-
als, which includes 17 
gold medals, 04 silver 
medals and 01 bronze 
medal for the country. 
SSLA chief coach, Pema 
Dorjee Bhutia was ad-
judged as the Champion 
of Champions in master’s 
category and another 
strength lifter from Sik-
kim, Pempa Tamang has 
set a record in inclined 
bench press by lifting a 
total weight of 252.05 
Kgs in master’s category.

It has to be mentioned 
here that eleven strength 
lifters from Sikkim were 
part of the 67-member 
India team in the cham-
pionship. India emerged 
as the overall champion 
in the championship, 
which had the participa-
tion of eight countries.

In the championship, 
Chandra Kumar Chettri, 
Pema Dorjee Bhutia, 
Ram Dhoj Rai, Pempa 
Tamang, Santosh Gup-
ta, Madhu M Majhi and 
Manisha Tiwari bagged 
two gold medals each for 
the country, while Hom-
nath Siwakoti, Kalpana 
Chettri and Bhim Raj Gu-
rung won 1 gold medal 
and 1 silver medal each. 
Likewise, Kishore Dung-
mali Rai clinched 1 silver 
medal and 1 bronze med-
al for India.

In a felicitation pro-
gramme here on Sat-
urday, SSLA executive 
members congratulat-
ed all medal winners 
by offering khadas and 
further expressed best 

wishes for upcoming 
competitions.

In his address, SSLA 
president, Tenzing D 
Denzongpa congratulat-
ed all medal winners for 
making the country and 
Sikkim proud in an inter-
national platform. He fur-
ther congratulated Pema 
Dorjee Bhutia for win-
ning the champion of the 
champions title for the 
fourth time in the inter-
national championship 
and to Pempa Tamang 
for setting a new record. 
He mentioned that SSLA 
has been working hard 
to promote strength lift-
ing in the State to bring 
out more national and 
international lifters from 
Sikkim.

Mr Denzongpa as-
sured to work for the 
betterment of strength 
lifters of the State by 
extending all possible 
support to take them to 
higher levels. He also 
shared his plans and 
programmes to promote 
strength lifting among 
youth to engage them in 
productive and healthy 
activities. He informed 
that the association will 
organize the state-level 
strength lifting champi-
onship at Gangtok later 
this year.

While sharing his ex-
perience in the champi-
onship, SSLA chief coach, 
Mr Bhutia mentioned 
that twelve lifters from 
Sikkim were shortlist-
ed in the team India but 
one lifter, Edu Tshering 

Bhutia could not make it 
to the championship due 
to health issues. How-
ever, he expressed that 
it was a proud moment 
for the State that all elev-
en lifters from Sikkim 
have won medals for the 
country. He congratu-
lated all medal winners 
for giving their best in 
the championship and 
encouraged them to 
continuously motivate 
the young generation in 
sports and productive 

activities.
Mr Bhutia expressed 

his gratitude to SSLA for 
extending all support to 
the lifters. 

“If we receive the 
same support from all 
sides then we have lots 
of potential to produce 
more national and inter-
national lifters from Sik-
kim,” he said. 

The programme was 
also addressed by SSLA 
general secretary, Sonam 
Tshering Bhutia.
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WRITE US: 
Readers are invited to comment on, 
criticise, run down, even appreciate 
if they like something in this paper. 
Letters carrying abusive/ indecorous 
language and personal attacks, 
except when against people 
responsible in this newspaper 
(who are fair game), will have to be 
ignored. Letters which carry forward 
a conversation or initiate a dialogue 
will command immediate attention 
and receive prominence.  Mail us at: 
news@summittimes.com

Working Towards a Civil Society
Start grooming them young 

through collaborations, 
discussions and disagreements

Social Capital is counted in one’s relationship 
with others in a community in which citizens 

have a tendency to engage in civic affairs, band 
together in voluntary groups, come together for 
collective action. This Social Capital, once it has 
matured into an instinctive collectif of concerned 
citizens becomes what we know as a Civil Society. 

All are aware that in the present times of multi-
ple sources of information, it becomes difficult to 
sift the rumour from the news and it is expected 
of a Civil Society to become the conduit that fil-
ters this barrage of information and also mould 
public opinion. This is definitely a tall ask and 
the responsibility is tremendous. What makes the 
task even more daunting is that one is never sure 
whether a society has fully awakened or whether 
it is still in the process of finding itself. A Civil So-
ciety after all grows from the same faculties that 
make the masses. This challenge apart, it is still 
a state worth aspiring to. Now, let us see where 
Sikkim stands. Community participation is the 
first investment into building a healthy reserve of 
Social Capital. Sikkim has seen active community 
participation, but it is unfortunate that this par-
ticipation has not cut across caste and communi-
ty divides. The Sikkimese society has yet to find 
its collective voice. The high point was achieved 
by the hydel protests mounted against Rathong 
Chu in the nineties and the more recent one by 
ACT. The nadir was scrapped in the communal 
posturing of communally inclined organisations. 
The middle ground, that much preferred Bud-
dhist way, however, has hardly seen any activity. 
The only other examples of community involve-
ment have been stands taken by isolated groups 
for sectional causes. That said, it is also from the 
experience of such organisations that a Civil So-
ciety could have been carved. The problem with 
the organisations which speak in the name of civil 
society is that they have always stopped after rais-
ing issues. They have never stepped out of their 
comfort zones and sought out collaborations and 
wider discussions to help arrive at solutions. They 
have always done their homework and worked out 
their arguments, but unless they involve a larger 
cross-section of the society in their debates they 
will continue to be seen as parochial or commu-
nal. The moment such statements are tempered 
with voices representative of other communi-
ties; the moment they can sit across the table and 
speak to each other, we know that a Civil Society 
has germinated.

But why has Sikkim denied itself a Civil Soci-
ety? If recent history is to be believed, then the 
people did unite for change in the seventies and 
won it. It is from such upheavals that a Civil So-
ciety usually shakes out. It was perhaps because 
the seventies was a bubble and a Civil Society 
requires much sounder foundations. They don’t 
happen by accident, they have to be nurtured and 
groomed until they become instinctive. Sikkim 
should extend such support if it wants a Civil So-
ciety without having to go through the strain of 
suffering radical voices before better sense pre-
vails. This can be achieved by inculcating a sense 
of community participation among the students. 
The first step would be to make them comfortable 
in a group. Just the classroom will not do. Some-
thing more focussed like book clubs, art groups, 
even a more effective Scouts & Guides and NCC 
culture. Once their comfort level increases, they 
should be inducted into more serious issues like 
those relating to children and environment. Issues 
that are more immediate for them. Of late we have 
seen massive student involvement in AIDS aware-
ness through Red Ribbon Clubs, but this initiative 
without the first step remains but cosmetic. If we 
pace the grooming well, a Civil Society will be at 
hand within a generation. Or, we could continue 
with our trial and error method and continue with 
a society that speaks only in its kitchens.

Cambodia punished by eu over human rights 
violations – through limits to its trade access

RHoNA SMItH
theconversation.com

The jobs of many hard-working women in Cam-
bodia are at risk after the EU announced its in-

tention to partially withdraw free access for Cam-
bodian goods to the EU market due to the coun-
try’s “serious and systematic violations of human 
rights”.

As one in a group of least-developed countries, 
Cambodia enjoys the most preferential trade ar-
rangement with the EU under the Everything But 
Arms (EBA) tariff, which offers quota and duty-free 
access to the EU single market for all goods except 
arms. Cambodia currently exports more than €5 
billion of goods to the EU, most from its thriving 
garment sector.

In order to qualify for the EBA scheme, coun-
tries have to comply with many different UN and 
International Labour Organisation conventions on 
human rights.

Standard tariffs will now apply for certain prod-
ucts to Cambodia, including low-added-value gar-
ments and shoes, travel goods and sugar. But other 
products are still covered by the EBA, including 
high-added value clothes and shoes, and bicycles.

USING TARIFFS AS A LEVER
This partial withdrawal of preferences of a 

country under the EBA tariff is unprecedented. The 
EU has fully and partially withdrawn trade prefer-
ences in the past – for Sri Lanka and Belarus – but 
these countries were under less beneficial arrange-
ments in the Generalised Scheme of Preferences.

The EU’s decision to only partially withdraw 
preferences for Cambodia arguably reflects the ad-
verse impact of a full withdrawal on the socio-eco-
nomic rights of the thousands of people working in 
the affected sectors. A full withdrawal would argu-
ably also restrict current supply chains into the EU.

The withdrawal is due to occur in August, bar 
any objection from the EU Council or parliament. 
The Cambodian government has time to amelio-
rate the situation, and the withdrawal decision 
could be reversed should the political space be 
opened significantly in the next few months. 
The EU Commission would look for the estab-

lishment of active political opposition, remov-
al of restrictions on NGOs and more freedoms 
of assembly, expression and association.

However, the view of the Cambodia Minis-
try of Foreign Affairs and International Coop-
eration is clear: it called the EU’s decision “un-
just” and “politically driven”. The government 
also refutes the claims of violations of human 
rights. A spokesperson said the government: 
“Remains firm in its principled position in re-
jecting any attempt by external parties in their 
use of trade and development assistance as 
pretexts to justify their interference in Cambo-
dia’s internal affairs.”

Such rhetoric is familiar to those in Cam-
bodia. The government has frequently railed 
against external interference in the internal af-
fairs of the country. It has engaged in discussions 
with the EU for two years, since “enhanced engage-
ment” was initiated after concerns were expressed 
in the European Parliament and at the UN. The 
process to temporarily suspend EBA privileges was 
initiated in February 2019.

FREEDOMS CURTAILED
Such decisions on trade preferences are not 

technically sanctions, but they are designed to en-
courage the state to move into closer alignment 
with civil, labour and political rights. The EU is 
particularly concerned about the lack of a credible 
political opposition party in Cambodia, after the 
former opposition was dissolved by the Supreme 
Court in late 2017. The country is now a de facto 
one-party state.

The leader of the former opposition, Kem 
Sokha, is currently on trial for treason after he 
was detained in September 2017. His release from 
house arrest in November 2019 was welcomed by 
the EU but was not enough to assuage concerns. 
Human rights defenders, especially those working 
on land issues and civil and political rights, are fre-
quently arrested, followed and have their activities 
curtailed, as I’ve detailed in my role as the UN’s 
special rapporteur for human rights in Cambodia.

There are ongoing violations of rights and free-
doms in Cambodia, though the country has made 

much progress made in the wake of its tragic past. 
The EU has acknowledged this progress in several 
areas.

SETTING A PRECEDENT
The loss of this export market could have a 

negative impact on the socioeconomic rights of 
many people working in the textile sectors. Around 
800,000 people, mostly women, are employed in 
factories.

A fifth of Cambodia’s exports to the EU are 
affected, worth almost a billion euros. But the 
measures taken by the EU against Cambodia are 
unlikely to have as dramatic an impact as some 
feared. As the EU targeted its withdrawal at low-
er value items, where more people work, it will 
affect them, but the higher-skilled sector won’t 
be affected. Moreover, there are opportunities 
for Cambodia to conclude trade agreements with 
China (currently an influential development 
partner) or indeed with a post-Brexit UK, which 
has been one of the EU’s largest importers of 
Cambodian products.

Nevertheless, the shockwaves may reverber-
ate further. The EU continues to monitor human 
rights and labour rights in other EBA beneficiary 
countries including Myanmar and Bangladesh. 
Either or both could yet have their trade prefer-
ences fully or partially withdrawn.

The EU’s decision to partially withdraw pref-
erences appears an attempt to balance its con-
cern over civil and political rights with concerns 
over the impact a full withdrawal could have on 
socioeconomic rights of Cambodian workers, and 
perhaps the EU’s own markets. The Cambodian 
government continues to emphasise its success in 
securing the peace and dramatic economic prog-
ress in the country in the 21st century. The EU de-
cision focuses on justice and freedom but tries to 
mitigate the impact on development. It is a move 
that could have implications around the world for 
countries that do not uphold their human rights 
commitments.

[the writer is Head of School, Newcas-
tle Law School, Newcastle University]

Why do people believe con artists?
BARRy M. MItNICK
theconversation.com

What is real can seem pretty ar-
bitrary. It’s easy to be fooled 

by misinformation disguised as news 
and deepfake videos showing people 
doing things they never did or said. 
Inaccurate information – even delib-
erately wrong information – doesn’t 
just come from snake-oil salesmen, 
door-to-door hucksters and TV shop-
ping channels anymore.

Even the president of the United 
States needs constant fact-checking. 
To date, he has made an average of 15 
false or misleading public claims ev-
ery day of his presidency, according 
to a tally from the Washington Post.

The study of business history re-
veals that people everywhere have 
always had a sweet tooth for the un-
real, enthralled by what should be 
taken as too good to be true.

Cognitive scientists have identi-
fied a number of common ways in 
which people avoid being gullible. 
But con artists are especially skillful 
at what social scientists call framing, 
telling stories in ways that appeal to 
the biases, beliefs and prominent de-
sires of their targets. They use strat-
egies that take advantage of human 
weaknesses.

UNPLEASANT REALITY
Often, people who are “emotion-

ally vulnerable” are unwilling to ac-
cept an unpleasant reality. Consider 
Sir Arthur Conan Doyle, the British 
author who created Sherlock Holmes, 
the ultimate deductive rationalist – a 
character who said, “When you have 
eliminated the impossible whatever 
remains, however improbable, must 
be the truth.”

Yet, after experiencing family 
tragedies and the horror of the deaths 
in World War I, Doyle publicly an-
nounced in 1916 that he subscribed 
to Spiritualist beliefs, including that 
the spirits of the dead can communi-
cate with the living.

In 1922, Doyle visited Harry Hou-
dini in his home in New York City 
and was shown a clever magic trick 
involving automatic writing on a sus-
pended slate. Houdini could not con-
vince a stunned Doyle it wasn’t para-
normal activity.

ENVY AND OPPORTUNISM SIDE-
LINE DOUBT

Sometimes people covet what 
their peers have already achieved 
so badly that they will overlook the 
obvious and deceive themselves and 

others in an effort to claim better op-
portunities and a better life.

In 1822, a Scottish con man, Gre-
gor MacGregor, convinced country-
men seeking easy wealth and their 
neighbors’ better lives to buy bonds, 
land and special privileges, fill two 
ships and sail to an idyllic country, 
the Land of Poyais.

MacGregor priced land in Poy-
ais to make it affordable to Scottish 
tradesmen and unskilled workers 
who had heard of promising South 
American investments but lacked 
the means to take advantage of them. 
Poyais had a distinctive flag, its own 
currency and a diplomatic office in 
London. The only problem was that 
Poyais did not exist. Most of those 
who sailed died on the Mosquito 
Coast of Honduras. Some of the few 
survivors were so taken in that they 
refused to accept that Poyais did not 
actually exist and argued that it was 
MacGregor who had been defraud-
ed.

GREED IS BLINDING
Greed can prevent people from 

seeing that they have made a deci-
sion that defies common sense.

In 1925, the con artist Victor 
Lustig took advantage of the French 
government’s public complaints 
that it would cost more to reno-
vate a decaying Eiffel Tower than to 
demolish it. He gathered together 
scrap iron dealers, convinced them 
the tower would be taken down and 
sold it to one of them. Then he sold 
it again. Lustig gained a reputation 
as the “man who sold the Eiffel Tow-
er.”

IGNORANCE OF CUSTOMS AND 
BUSINESS PRACTICES

Swindlers can find opportunity 
in their marks’ ignorance and un-
familiarity with local customs. The 
confidence man George C. Park-
er sold the Brooklyn Bridge four 
times, usually to recent immigrants 
who did not understand that the 
bridge could not be sold. He also 
sold Grant’s Tomb, the Metropoli-
tan Museum of Art and the Statue of 
Liberty.

MISERY GENERATES DESPER-
ATE BELIEF

Desperate people can suspend 
disbelief. People believe promises 
have to be true when the alternative 
is too miserable. John D. Rockefel-
ler’s father, William, was a bigamist 
and seller of alleged cures and in-
effective patent medicines to ailing 

people, riding the circuit through 
rural towns. Bill “Doc” Rockefeller 
is said to have tutored his son, the 
builder of the Standard Oil Trust, in 
business.

SOMETIMES IT’S JUST ABOUT 
TRUST

People believe stories because 
they trust those who tell them. They 
don’t know how to, or don’t want to 
bother to, investigate the claims – or 
see no need to do so.

Starting as early as the mid-
1980s, swindler Bernie Madoff 
sought investors in his Ponzi scheme 
among wealthy Jewish retirees and 
their philanthropic organizations 
in the U.S., and, in Europe, among 
members of aristocratic families. His 
victims simply trusted others in the 
group who vouched for Madoff and 
his investments.

CLAIMS ARE DIFFICULT OR 
COSTLY TO DISPROVE

In 1912, a skull, some bones and 
other relics were found in Piltdown 
in East Sussex in the U.K. The remains 
appeared to be from a creature who 
could be the long-sought “missing 
link” between apes and humans. It 
took over 40 years to confirm that 
Piltdown Man was a hoax, and over 
100 years to identify who forged it. 
It’s hard to disprove untruths – con-
sider the ongoing searches for Big-
foot or the Loch Ness Monster.

PEOPLE WANT DREAMS TO BE 
TRUE

Sometimes, despite built-in 
skepticism, people badly want im-
probable but wonderful things to 
be true – to move the world with a 
dream. For instance, if alien space-
craft had really crashed and were 
being analyzed in Area 51 in Neva-
da, it could mean that interstellar 
travel is possible.
REPETITION – THE HALLMARK OF 
SOCIAL MEDIA – CREATES BELIEF

Hearing a false claim over and 
over can be enough to generate be-
lief in it. A common advertising and 
public relations strategy is to be ex-
tremely visible by multiplying “im-
pressions,” so people see the mes-
sage everywhere.

INDEPENDENT MATCHING 
CLAIMS ARE SEEN AS CREDIBLE

Repetition alone may not be suf-
ficient. When people try to assess 
whether something is true, they 
often look for objective reasons 
on which to base their belief, such 
as finding two similar, independent 

judgments about events. In my re-
search I call this the “Rule of Two.”

On social media, users often see 
a claim repeatedly, posted by differ-
ent friends or connections. The same 
information seems to come not only 
from everywhere but from appar-
ently independent sources. But of-
ten there is just one source, though 
easy online sharing makes it appear 
there are more than that. That is why 
so many observers worry about the 
role that social media has assumed in 
politics – it can lead people to believe 
that false claims are true.

PEOPLE BELIEVE WHAT OTHERS 
APPEAR TO BELIEVE

People have a built-in willingness 
to defer to confident assertions made 
by an apparently expert or legitimate 
authority. In experiments by Stan-
ley Milgram, ordinary people com-
plied with directives from the scien-
tist to administer to subjects what 
they (falsely) believed were painful 
shocks. A passionate and convinc-
ing swindler, often masquerading as 
an expert – for example, an art deal-
er or researcher of miracle cures – 
exploits that weakness to get peo-
ple to believe false claims.

A related mechanism introduced 
by Robert Cialdini is called “social 
proof”: Seeing someone else do what 
you are thinking about doing frees 
you to act. It’s evidence of the cor-
rectness of the action. This is why 
con men often use “shills,” helpers 
who confirm to the victim that the 
con man’s scheme is legitimate.

Research by Hugo Mercier and 
others, as well as my research on 
the theory of testaments and ongo-
ing work with Robert C. Ryan on the 
“skeptical believer model,” argues 
that human defenses against scams 
and falsehoods are more robust 
than the entertaining tales of bridg-
es sold and voyages to nonexistent 
paradises would suggest. In more 
ways than one, social interaction 
can become a “con-test.”

Society – including government 
– cannot function well if every claim 
requires fact-checking. Yet con artists 
thrive, year in and year out, in busi-
ness, politics and everyday experi-
ence. Ultimately, however, a world 
of “alternative facts” is not the world 
that our dreams want to be true.

[the writer is Professor of 
Business Administration and 

of Public and International Af-
fairs, University of Pittsburgh]
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ABSu urges Centre, Assam govt 
to release Ranjan Daimary

Kokrajhar (Assam), 
Feb 22 (PtI): The All 
Bodo Students’ Union 
(ABSU) has appealed 
to the Centre and the 
Assam government to 
release NDFB(R) chief 
Ranjan Daimary, who 
was one of the signato-
ries to the Bodo Peace 
Accord.
Daimary is serving life 
sentence for his involve-
ment in the 2008 serial 
blasts in Assam in which 
88 people were killed.

The militant leader, who 
was released on bail 
two days ahead of the 
signing of the Accord 
on January 27, was sent 
back to jail on February 
20.

ABSU president Dip-
en Boro, in a press note 
issued here on Saturday, 
urged the central and 
the state governments 
to release Daimary “in 
the interests of imple-
menting the Accord 
and for lasting peace” 

in Bodoland Territorial 
Region (BTR) of Assam.

“ABSU appeals... for 
the greater interest of 
the implementation of 
the Accord and peace-
building process and 
giving the mark of re-
spectable opportunity 
for the leadership of 
NDFB to join the main-
stream through the 
Accord after they have 
shunned the path of 
armed struggle,” the re-
lease said.

The Accord was 
signed between the 
Centre, the Assam gov-
ernment, all the four 
factions of the Nation-
al Democratic Front of 
Boroland (NDFB), the 
ABSU and civil society 
group United Bodo Peo-
ple’s Organisation.

Other NDFB factions 
have also sought the 
immediate release of 
Daimary and warned of 
protests if the demand 
was not met.

The ABSU, in the re-
lease, also condemned 
the recent killing of a 
person in Udalguri dis-
trict, that falls under 
BTR. The students’ body 
demanded stern action 
against those responsi-
ble for the incident.

It said that the kill-
ing was attempted at 
destabilising the atmo-
sphere in BTR and also 
appealed to all the com-
munities to maintain 
peace in the region.

Chennai, Aizawl face off in bid to move up
Coimbatore, Feb 22 
(PtI): Bidding to im-
prove their positions, 
defending champions 
Chennai City FC and 
Aizawl FC will lock 
horns in an I-League 
match here on Sunday.

With just one point 
separating the two 
sides, Chennai (15) and 
Aizawl (14) are cur-
rently placed eighth and 

10th on the points table 
respectively.

The hosts did cre-
ate a flurry of scoring 
opportunities in their 
last game against TRAU 
but were denied three 
points by the goalkeep-
ing heroics of Shayan 
Roy.

Reflecting on those 
90 minutes, Chennai 
City coach Akbar Nawas 

said, “Yes, it was frus-
trating not to win the 
game against TRAU 
but we have to take the 
positives and continue 
building on the same in 
our next game.”

Weighing in on their 
next opponents, he add-
ed, “Aizawl are a tough 
team to play. They have 
the ability to eke out 
wins but we are defi-

nitely gunning for three 
points which is obvious-
ly crucial at this stage of 
the season.”

Aizawl were on 
course to coming away 
with a draw from Margao 
against Churchill Broth-
ers but the Red Machines 
caused stoppage-time 
heartbreak for the vis-
itors and head coach 
Stanley Rozario admit-

ted that his side needs to 
learn to play smarter in 
the dying moments.

“My players need 
to learn how to play 
during added-on time. 
They need to manage 
the time better by de-
fending and playing safe 
and for that, more fo-
cus and concentration 
is needed,” the Aizawl 
coach said.

Food festival offers authentic Arunachali cuisine
New Delhi, Feb 22 
(PtI): Be it the exot-
ic ‘Tumpuluk Chok’ or 
lip-smacking ‘Chura Pa’, 
everything is “organic 
and healthy” at the ongo-
ing Arunachal Food Fes-
tival serving the rich and 
famous delicacies of the 
North East.

The three-day fes-
tival, organised by the 
Indian Tourism Develop-
ment Corporation (ITDC) 
in collaboration with the 
government of Arunachal 
Pradesh, is taking place 
at The Oudh in The Ashok 
Hotel.

The culinary sojourn 
kicks off with an array 
of appetizers -- ‘Tumpu-
luk Chok’ (salad of cher-
ry tomato with herbs), 
‘Puta’ (buckwheat noo-
dles with fermented soya 
beans and chives), ‘Pap-
uk’ (Chicken with banana 
flower) and ‘Lutker’ (dry 
meat with chilli flakes), 
among others.

“Arunachal Pradesh 
is very rich and vast in 
its cuisine. There are 
25 tribes and close to 
100 sub-tribes, and all 

of them have a different 
style of cooking, which is 
also showcased in the fes-
tival’s menu,” chef Arvind 
Rai, executive chef, The 
Ashok Hotel said.

According to the 
chef, only organic and 
natural ingredients -- 
like “turmeric, bamboo 
shoots and banana flow-
er” -- have been used for 
preparation of the dish-
es.

The elaborate menu 
also boasts of other 
authentic Arunachali 
delicacies like ‘Khazi’ 

(cheesy rice recipe that 
uses red rice and fermented 
soya bean and chives), ‘Bre-
si’ is (sweetened rice made 
with dry fruits and saffron) 
and ‘Chura Pa’ (cheese 
based curry).

“This will be a first 
such event where spe-
cialized chefs from 

Arunachal Pradesh will 
be helping the chefs of 
ITDC to cook delicacies 
for the event. Also, most 
of the dishes at the event 
will be made with locally 
sourced ingredients from 
Arunachal Pradesh,” Ji-
tendra Narain, IAS, Prin-
cipal Resident Commis-

sioner, government of 
Arunachal Pradesh, said.

Beside the special 
cuisine, the festival 
also showcases dance 
troupes, handicrafts and 
organic spices from Lohit 
district of the state.

The feast goes off the 
table on Sunday.

East Bengal to take on TRAU FC

Imphal, Feb 22 (PtI): 
Tiddim Road Athletic 
Union (TRAU) FC will 
be playing host to strug-
gling Kolkata giants East 
Bengal in the I-League 
here on Sunday, looking 
to avenge their defeat in 
the away leg.

The solitary I-League 
meeting between the 
two sides ended in 
heartbreak for TRAU in 
Kalyani, with Marti Cre-
spi scoring a late win-
ner to deny the visitors 
their first league point.

East Bengal were top 
of the table back then 
while the league debu-
tants were rock bot-
tom but the tables have 
turned since and drasti-
cally so.

TRAU went on to 
forge a seven-game un-
beaten run, which saw 
them rise to third in 
the table but have lost 
some steam following 

their capitulation at 
the hands of city rivals 
Neroca, losing 0-5 in the 
return leg of the Imphal 
derby.

The hosts went on to 
lose 0-2 against Aizawl 
and played out a goal-
less draw against Chen-
nai City.

However, the point 
they earned against the 
defending champions 
could be attributed to 
the sheer goalkeeping 
brilliance of Shayan 
Roy, who stepped in for 
Mithun Samanta and 
produced a few world-
class saves in a game 
that could have other-
wise seen at least three 
or four goals.

Speaking ahead of the 
game, Princewill Emeka, 
TRAU FC captain, said, 
“We need to get back to 
winning ways and we 
want to do that in front of 
our home crowd. Against 

East Bengal, it’s always 
going to be challenging 
no matter what position 
they are in on the table. 
We are wary of the chal-
lenge and we are ready.

“We did create a few 
chances against Chennai 
and they had chances of 
their own. It was an even 
game and we will be tak-
ing the positives forward 
and build on it in our next 
game,” he concluded.

East Bengal, on the 
other hand, went from 
being table toppers to 
dropping to the relega-
tion zone after losing 
five games since the 
turn of the year, but a 
win in their last match 
against Indian Arrows 
must have eased some 
pressure.

With a win over 
TRAU, the Red and Golds 
could rise to fourth in 
the table.

East Bengal gaffer 
Mario Rivera Campesi-
no reflected on the three 
points his side earned 
against the Arrows.

“A win always serves 
as a boost in confidence 
and motivation, so the 
three points against 
the Indian Arrows were 
very important.

Manipur 
university VC 
dismissed over 
irregularities

New Delhi, Feb 22 
(PtI): Manipur Uni-
versity Vice Chancellor 
Adya Prasad Pandey 
was dismissed by the 
government following 
complaints of financial 
and administrative ir-
regularities, according 
to an HRD Ministry or-
der.

The human resource 
development (HRD) 
ministry on Friday dis-
missed Pandey after an 
inquiry.

In an inquiry report, 
he was found indulging 
in “financial and admin-
istrative irregularities, 
including misconduct, 
dereliction of duties, 
abuse of power and lack 
of commitment, causing 
great harm to the aca-
demic environment and 
bringing the varsity into 
disrepute”, the order 
stated.

Pandey was placed 
under suspension in 
2018 after violent pro-
tests erupted on the 
varsity’s campus which 
led to prolonged shut-
down of the institute.

“The President of 
India, on consideration 
of facts and materi-
als available on record 
and reply submitted by 
Adya Prasad Pandey... 
in exercise of the power 
conferred upon him in 
terms of sections 13 of 
Manipur University Act, 
2005, has been pleased 
to dismiss him from his 
post with immediate ef-
fect,” the order stated.

Pandey was not 
available for comments 
on the issue.

Krishna Bose, academician and 
former tMC MP, dead at 89

Kolkata, Feb 22 (PtI): 
Academic-turned-pol-
itician Krishna Bose 
died on Saturday due to 
age-related ailments.

She was 89.
Bose, the former Tri-

namool Congress MP 
from the Jadavpur con-
stituency, was unwell for 
quite some time, family 
sources said.

She died at a private 
hospital off EM Bypass at 
10.22 am, they said.

Bose was admitted to 
the hospital with irreg-
ular heart beat on Feb-
ruary 16 and suffered a 
cerebral infarct on Feb-
ruary 17 and remained 
in critical condition, a se-
nior doctor said.

“She was suffering 
from age-related ail-
ments for quite some 
time. She suffered her 
second stroke a few days 
ago and was admitted to 
the ICU,” her son Suman-
tra Bose said.

She was married to 
Sisir Kumar Bose, neph-
ew of Subhas Chandra 
Bose.

Born on December 
26, 1930, to constitution-
al expert Charu Chandra 
Chaudhuri in Dhaka, Bose 
taught at the City College 
in Kolkata for around 40 
years. She headed the En-
glish department for sev-
eral years and later also 
became the principal of 
the college.

Though Bose start-
ed in active politics as 
a member of the Con-
gress, she was close to 
Mamata Banerjee and 
switched sides when the 
Trinamool Congress was 
formed.

“I lost someone re-
spected, loved & ad-
mired by me. Saddened 
& shocked to hear about 
the demise of Krishna 
Basu, ex-TMC MP & wife 
of freedom fighter Dr Si-
sir Bose. Being a part of 

Netaji’s family, she was a 
revered social reformer, 
renowned poet & a cou-
rageous educationalist,” 
Banerjee said in a tweet.

“Krishna di was a 
mother to her son’s Su-
mantra & Sugata, daugh-
ter Sarmila as well as the 
whole Trinamool family. 
Her immense contribu-
tion to Indian society 
& Bengali culture will 
be revered for times to 
come,” she added.

Bose was elected to 
the Lok Sabha for the 
first time in 1996 on a 
Congress ticket, then in 
1998 and 1999 as a Tri-
namool Congress candi-
date.

She is survived by 
sons Sugata and Suman-
tra, and daughter Sharmi-
la. Sugata, the Gardiner 
Professor of History at 
Harvard University, had 
won from the Jadavpur 
constituency on a Trina-
mool Congress ticket in 
the 2014 Lok Sabha polls.

Bose was Chair of the 
Council of the Netaji Re-
search Bureau and also 
headed the Parliamen-
tary Standing Commit-
tee on External Affairs 
during her third stint as 
the MP.

Bose has written sev-
eral books, including ‘Ne-
taji: A Biography for the 
Young’, ‘Ek Nambar Bari’ 
and ‘An Outsider in Poli-
tics’.

Her body was taken 
to her Sarat Bose Road 
residence in south Kol-
kata around 1 pm and 
then it will be brought 
to the Netaji Bhavan on 
Elgin Road, according to 
family sources.

The chief minister 
will be visiting Netaji 
Bhavan where hundreds 
of the former lawmaker’s 
followers are also expect-
ed.

She will be cremated 
in the evening.

Bury phoenix club will begin life 
in 10th tier of English football

london, 22 Feb 
[theGuardian]: Bury 
AFC, the phoenix club 
launched after Bury’s ex-
pulsion from the Football 
League, will begin life 
next season in the 10th 
tier of the English pyra-
mid.

The North West 
Counties Football League 
has approved an applica-
tion from Bury AFC for 
them to join the league 
next season.

Bury were expelled 
from the Football League 
last August after failing 
to secure new ownership 
when a last-minute take-
over bid collapsed.

The original club ap-
pear to be heading for liq-
uidation after the owner, 
Steve Dale, defaulted on 
the company voluntary 
arrangement (CVA) he 
agreed last summer to 
settle Bury’s £5m debts, 
having failed to provide 
the money required to 
fund them.

On Friday, the NWCFL 
confirmed that 11 clubs 
had applied for promo-
tion to Step 6 (the ninth 
and 10th tiers) providing 
they meet the ground 
grade H criteria by 31 
March.

Nine of those clubs 
must finish in the top five 
of their respective Step 7 
competitions. However 
the new clubs Bury AFC 
and FC Isle of Man have 
been listed for inclusion 
to join the league.

A message posted on 
Bury AFC’s Twitter ac-
count read: “Bury AFC 
are listed below for in-

clusion (to the) North 
West Counties Football 
League for 2020/21. This 
confirms our belief that 
we are the only team cur-
rently with an applica-
tion in to play football in 
Bury next season. BRING. 
IT. ON.”
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Fury v Wilder II: Fighters unveil 
bulked-up physiques on eve of rematch

BRyaN aRMeN GRa-
haM
las Vegas, 22 Feb 
[theGuardian]: There 
was a time when Deon-
tay Wilder would have 
been one of his country’s 
most famous sports-
men, which makes the 
34-year-old among the 
biggest casualties of box-
ing’s retreat toward the 
margins of the American 
mainstream.

There is no good 
reason why Wilder, a 
crowd-pleasing knock-
out merchant in a chis-
elled 6ft 7in package 
who is unbeaten in 43 
professional fights, with 
41 wins inside the dis-
tance, should not be a 
household name by now. 
He has made 10 heavy-
weight title defences in 
the five years since win-
ning the WBC’s version 
of the championship, one 
more than Mike Tyson 
and Joe Frazier in their 
reigns.

So why has it not 
happened? Some of it is 
down to boxing’s deci-
sion to throw itself be-
hind a paywall amid an 
explosion of entertain-
ment alternatives. Some 
can be attributed to the 
emergence of four sanc-
tioning bodies, an alpha-
bet soup that has frac-
tured a championship 
that was once handed 
over cleanly from one to 
the next. A bit more can 
be chalked up to plain old 
lousy promotion.

Mainly, though, it is 

down to competition. 
Specifically, Wilder’s lack 
of a big-name rival as a 
yardstick of how good he 
really may be. In Tyson 
Fury, he has found one. 
This very odd couple will 
come together for the 
second time in 15 months 
on Saturday night at the 
MGM Grand Garden Are-
na, where they faced off 
one final time at Friday 
afternoon’s weigh-ins.

The impeccably fit 
Wilder came in at a ca-
reer-high 231lb and Fury 
tipped the scales at 273lb 
before a rollicking capaci-
ty crowd squarely behind 
the challenger, the latest 
nod to the American’s 
bewildering domestic co-
nundrum. Fury has been 
open about his intent to 
pack on ballast for the 
rematch, eating six meals 
and drinking eight litres 
of water daily in search 
of a size advantage 
against the lighter Amer-
ican. It’s a bold tactic for 
a fighter who weighed 
256½lb in their first en-
counter and in the same 
range for interim bouts 
against Tom Schwarz 
(263lb) and Otto Wallin 
(254½lbs), yet the 42lb 
weight difference on Sat-
urday night will be two 
pounds less than when 
they fought in December 
2018.

Afterward, both fight-
ers pointed and barked 
at one another from a 
distance for two min-
utes rather than come 
together for the tradi-

tional staredown, which 
the Nevada Athletic 
Commission had banned 
following the shoving 
match at Wednesday’s 
final press conference. “I 
just told him, ‘24 hours, 
24 hours,’” Wilder said. 
“He’s nervous. Nervous 
energy as always.”

When the waiting is 
over the two unbeaten gi-
ants with 71 professional 
wins between them, the 
two best fighters cur-
rently in boxing’s pres-
tige division, will meet 
in the most important 
heavyweight champion-
ship fight since the sec-
ond fight between Len-
nox Lewis and Evander 
Holyfield in 1999. The 
big-fight atmosphere on 
the Las Vegas strip has 
offered a throwback to 

those days: Fans queued 
outside the arena since 
early Friday morning to 
catch a brief glimpse of 
Wilder and Fury on the 
scales, with the state 
fire marshal locking 
down all entrances due 
to the excessive crowds 
at least an hour before it 
started.

With a win, Wilder 
will take his first step 
into the discussion 
of the all-time great 
heavyweights. Make no 
mistake: this is a leg-
acy-defining fight on 
both sides. Should the 
Gypsy King win back 
the title, it is not hy-
perbolic to say it would 
complete one of the 
greatest comebacks in 
modern sporting his-
tory given the depths 

of his very public bout 
with addiction and men-
tal illness, which saw him 
balloon to nearly 25st 
during a 31-month layoff.

But Fury, who did not 
make a single defence 
of the IBF, WBA and 
WBO titles he won from 
Wladimir Klitschko, 
says he plans to fight 
only three more times 
even if he wins on Sat-
urday night. For Wilder, 
the sky is the limit. He 
has already been called 
the biggest puncher in 
the history of boxing 
(with apologies to Ron 
Lyle and Earnie Shav-
ers), but at the moment, 
his career-best win is 
against the Cuban vet-
eran Luis Ortiz. Until he 
adds a top-flight name 
like Fury to his ledger, it 

is all barroom theory.
Wilder must solve 

the enigma who left him 
looking ordinary for long 
stretches of their first 
meeting in downtown 
Los Angeles, when the 6ft 
9in Fury spent most of 
the evening racking up 
points and using every 
trick in the book to ne-
gate Wilder’s heat-seek-
ing right hand. The 
American finally scored 
a knockdown in the 
ninth round and an even 
heavier one in the 12th, 
which left Fury seem-
ingly unconscious on 
the way down, but the 
challenger somehow 
made it to his feet and to 
the final bell, where the 
ringside judges handed 
down a stalemate.

But, rather than go 

into an immediate re-
match, each took a pair 
of fights in the interim.

“Round 12 has been 
on his mind since day 
one,” Wilder said this 
week. “That’s why he 
stayed away from the 
[immediate] rematch. 
Round 12 has been living 
in his head for a while.”

Fury has made no 
secret of his intention 
to go for a knockout in 
Saturday’s fight, even if 
the tactics fly in the face 
of conventional wisdom. 
But Wilder, on several oc-
casions during the final 
run-up, has said he does 
not believe a word that 
comes out of the chal-
lenger’s mouth.

“I’m not worried too 
much about what he says, 
I just want to see what he 
does,” Wilder said. “I am 
a man of action.”

Should Wilder win, 
all conversation will 
turn to a unification 
showdown with Brit-
ain’s Anthony Joshua, 
who holds the other 
three belts in boxing’s 
prestige division. That 
could mean an oppor-
tunity to crown the 
first undisputed world 
heavyweight champi-
on since Lennox Lewis 
in 2000. Regardless, 
“I just want to let the 
world know that we 
have a badass named 
Deontay Wilder here in 
America, and he ain’t 
going nowhere for a 
very long time,” Wilder 
said.

Newcastle defy statistics and show Premier league table can lie
louISe tAyloR
theGuardian

Steve Bruce sits in Ra-
fael Benítez’s old chair 

in the centre of the room 
where his predecessor 
once held court. The 
walls are still the same 
colour, the furniture 
has not moved and the 
vending machine in one 
corner remains temper-
amental but, these days, 
the mood is very differ-
ent.

Where Newcastle’s 
former manager en-
tertained his audience 
with colourful off-the-
record tales of, among 
other things, Cristiano 
Ronaldo, the Neapolitan 
Camorra and Marcelo 
Bielsa, Bruce has recent-
ly faced some awkward 
journalistic inquiries? 
“Have you been lucky?”, 
“Are you in a false posi-
tion?” and “Is playing this 
way sustainable?” are 
just three sample ques-
tions from recent media 
debriefs.

Given that Newcastle 
travel to Crystal Palace 
on Saturday 13th with 
31 points – one more 
than Roy Hodgson’s side 
– such queries may seem 
a little puzzling yet, in 
many ways, this is a team 
defying gravity.

Benítez used to de-
light in, repeatedly, re-
iterating a pet theory. 

“Football is one big lie,” 
he claimed. “In football 
everything is a lie.” Some 
Newcastle fans fear the 
Dalian Professional man-
ager’s thesis extends 
to the Premier League 
table. Is the points col-
umn telling a big fat fib 
about their team’s ca-
pabilities and Bruce’s 
management? After all, 
judged on almost every 
conceivable metric – pos-
session, touches, pass 
completion, goals scored, 
chances created, chanc-
es conceded and accu-
rate crosses – Newcastle 
rank among the top tier’s 
bottom three teams. If 
anyone requires a per-
fect definition of “conun-
drum” they need only 
buy a ticket at St James’ 
Park.

Or is this extreme-
ly harsh on Bruce who, 
given the limitations of 
inheriting a squad wide-
ly tipped as relegation 
certainties last summer, 
has done an ostensibly 
impressive job? His side 
may be low on quality, 
pace and creativity but 
sterile statistical analy-
sis does not reflect their 
invariably indefatigable 
spirit, resilience and to-
getherness. Let alone the 
cleverness and discipline 
of much evidently well-
coached defending.

Bruce is generally 

warm and affable, rarely 
losing his sense of hu-
mour or proportion, but 
the suggestion he is a 
lucky general represents 
a red line he describes 
as an “insult”. Yet some 
disappointing recent re-
sults, culminating in last 
Sunday’s 4-0 reverse at 
Arsenal, have provoked 
fears fortune could finally 
be frowning and Newcas-
tle regressing to the point 
where they will be “found 
out” and sucked into rele-
gation waters.

“We’ve done OK,” says 
Bruce. “We’ve had huge in-
jury problems but shown 
incredible resilience. Our 

results can’t be a fluke, not 
over 26 games, anyway. 
The players have resil-
ience and pride. They’re 
a good set who roll up 
their sleeves and make 
sure they have a go; when 
you’ve got a team like 
that, you’ve always got a 
chance.”

Newcastle – seven 
points ahead of third-bot-
tom West Ham – routinely 
command around 30% 
possession and have seen 
Martin Dubravka, their 
outstanding goalkeeper, 
make more saves than 
any other Premier League 
counterpart.

If Dubravka appears 

increasingly indispens-
able the way his team-
mates weather countless 
attacking storms also re-
flects Bruce’s intelligent 
man-management of play-
ers previously in thrall 
to the much respected, 
and trusted, Benítez. The 
Spaniard remains the el-
ephant in the room, not 
least because he patent-
ed the safety-first, con-
tain and counter, paint-
ing by numbers, 3-4-3 
system swiftly copied by 
Bruce.

Following heavy 
early season defeats at 
Norwich and Leicester, 
the latter felt he had no 

option but to abandon 
a high-risk experiment 
with a back four and more 
aesthetically pleasing 
“progressive” passing.

Yet where, last sea-
son, Newcastle’s deep 
defending was perceived 
as part of a refined tac-
tical plan, their inter-
minable back-pedaling 
is now interpreted as a 
consequence of sheer 
inability to retain pos-
session. That may be a 
case of invidious mana-
gerial comparisons but 
it is also legitimate to 
ask whether Bruce has 
taken pragmatism to the 
point where aspirations 

have dropped and play-
ers are underachieving. 
His advocates hint that 
the side’s dependence 
on that counterattacking 
default mode reflects a 
Benítez “brainwashing” 
but such semantics mask 
the reality that teams 
are only as good as their 
strikers.

Joelinton has lacked 
decent service but the 
£40m Brazilian cen-
tre-forward – scorer of 
one league goal – is a 
definite downgrade on 
Salomón Rondón, his 
predecessor. Telling-
ly half Newcastle’s 24 
league goals have been 
scored by defenders.

Considering the pe-
culiar backdrop of Mike 
Ashley’s idiosyncratic 
ownership and frequent-
ly restrictive recruitment 
policies, the “beauty con-
test” simmering between 
Benítez loyalists and Bruce 
disciples arguably appears 
pointless and disrespectful.

With takeover talk 
receding – reports that a 
friend of Kim Kardashian 
is a fixer for Saudi Arabia’s 
sovereign wealth fund’s 
mooted buyout are met 
with weary eye rolls at St 
James’ – Bruce seems stuck 
with Ashley and “Rafa-ball”. 
Given that imperfect con-
text, he has surely earned 
the right to claim the 
league table does not lie.

Self-belief kept Poonam confident of playing in T20 WC after finger injury in Dec
Sydney, Feb 22 (PtI): 
A finger fracture leaving 
her T20 World Cup par-
ticipation in doubt, In-
dia leggie Poonam Yadav 
says self belief gave her 
the confidence of play-
ing the showpiece and 
it showed in her demo-
lition of Australia in the 
opening match here.

Injured during a 
pre-tournament camp 

in December, the canny 
leg-spinner missed the 
preparatory tri-series in 
Australia and her partic-
ipation in the showpiece 
was thrown into doubt.

But the way she bam-
boozled Australia in the 
tournament opener, her 
absence may have been 
a blessing rather than a 
curse. Poonam took four 
wickets to help India win 

by 17 runs on Friday.
“I did not know my-

self it (injury) would 
turn out to be this bad. 
After the injury I fo-
cused on the diet and 
on fitness,” she said.

“I was confident I 
could bowl at any time. 
(WV) Raman Sir (India 
head coach) asked if 
I was mentally ready. 
I told him mentally I 

was, but it was also 
necessary for me to be 
physically prepared,” 
Poonam was quoted as 
saying by the ICC.

The 28-year-old 
bowler said she never 
lost hope of playing in 
the T20 World Cup.

“Within myself I had 
the belief I would make 
the comeback in time. 
The good thing is I got 

hurt about one-and-a-
half months before the 
World Cup.

“God is great - what-
ever bad had to happen 
has already happened.”

With a small stat-
ure and desire to float 
the ball high, Poonam’s 
style is not a replica-
ble one in the women’s 
game and Australia 
opening batswoman 

Alyssa Healy admit-
ted that her side failed 
against the Indian.

“She bowled that 
first over pretty regu-
lation as a leg-spinner 
and then slowed it up 
immensely after that, 
so we probably just 
didn’t adapt to that 
well enough. We’ve 
planned for that. We 
just didn’t probably 

play as smart as what 
we should have.

“Obviously we don’t 
get leg-spinners coming 
out at 60kmph very of-
ten, and she’s incred-
ibly skilful at that. It 
was more the individu-
al batters,” Healy said.

Indian captain Har-
manpreet Kaur lauded 
Poonam for her ef-
forts.

World Rugby to 
assess if its policies 
on transgender 
players ‘are 
appropriate’

london, 22 Feb 
[theGuardian]: World 
Rugby plans a compre-
hensive review of the 
sport’s policies relating 
to transgender players. 
Moves will begin at a 
forum next week which 
is bringing together in-
dependent experts and 
leaders in the fields of 
sports science, biology, 
medicine, ethics and law, 
as well as rugby admin-
istration, medical and 
playing representatives.

The rugby union 
governing body, whose 
current policy follows 
that of the International 
Olympic Committee, is 
consulting with expert 
voices and the global 
women’s game before 
the London summit.

However with latest 
research suggesting that 
a reduction of testoster-
one does not lead to a 
proportionate reduction 
in strength and power, 
World Rugby says it is 
important for contact 
sports such as rugby “to 
find an appropriate po-
sition for player welfare 
and risk”.

World Rugby’s chair-
man Bill Beaumont said: 
“There is growing recog-
nition of the importance 
of autonomy of gender 
identity in society, and 
all sports are currently 
evaluating their policies 
to ensure that they are fit 
for purpose in the mod-
ern sporting and societal 
landscape. Rugby is no 
different, and this forum 
makes it possible to ex-
plore the best available 
evidence and hear the 
relevant expert opin-
ions.”

The governing body 
will also ask elite players 
for their views through 
a questionnaire to gain 
a representative view 
from the game’s top lev-
els.

Beaumont added: 
“World Rugby’s vision is 
‘a sport for all, true to its 
values’ and we are com-
mitted to exploring the 
evidence from experts 
in the field of biology 
and medicine, together 
with insights provided 
by leading legal, ethi-
cal and social minds, to 
determine whether the 
current guidelines are 
appropriate for all par-
ticipants.

“We are undertak-
ing an extensive con-
sultation process that 
includes obtaining the 
perspectives of players 
who will be directly af-
fected by this policy 
in both elite and com-
munity rugby. This is 
important in achieving 
transparency and buy-
in.”

World Rugby’s chief 
medical officer Eanna 
Falvey said: “Sports 
organisations and the 
medical community 
alike appreciate that 
this is a complex area 
to negotiate. It is espe-
cially complex in a con-
tact sport where size, 
strength and power 
can be influential.

“By bringing to-
gether the world’s 
leading experts for the 
first time at our fo-
rum we will be able to 
consider all evidence, 
considerations and 
viewpoints as we move 
towards developing an 
updated policy that is 
proportional, appro-
priate and good for all.”
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Afghans mark start of week-long 
partial truce amid isolated attacks

A week-long, partial 
truce appeared to be 
largely holding across 
Afghanistan on Saturday, 
with jubilant civilians 
celebrating in the streets 
to mark a potentially 
historic turning point in 
the war, even as isolated 
attacks threatened to un-
dermine the process.

The Taliban, US and 
Afghan forces have all 
agreed to a so-called 
“reduction in violence” 
marking only the sec-
ond lull in fighting since 
2001.

“It is the first morn-
ing that I go out without 
the fear of being killed by 
a bomb or suicide bomb-
er. I hope it continues 
forever,” Kabul taxi driver 
Habib Ullah said, while in 
other parts of the coun-
try people danced in the 
streets after the truce 
kicked in at midnight.

However in Balkh 
province in the north, 
Taliban fighters attacked 
a district headquarters 
near the provincial capi-
tal of Mazar-i-Sharif, kill-
ing two Afghan soldiers, 
a local official told AFP. 
There were also reports 
of a separate incident in 
central Uruzgan prov-
ince.

General Scott Miller, 
who leads US and NATO 
forces in Afghanistan, 
did not directly address 
those incidents, but 
stressed that Western 
forces would continually 
monitor the situation.

“We’ve stopped our 
offensive operations as 
part of our obligations,” 
Miller told reporters.

In the event of any 
breaches of the truce, 
Miller said the US would 
communicate with the 
Taliban through various 
channels set up in Doha, 
where the insurgents 
have a political office.

“As more days go on 

we will have a better 
understanding of what 
trends are,” Miller said.

“Very clearly this is a 
conditional effort, this is 
a trial period.”

The partial truce is 
expected to set the condi-
tions for Washington and 
the insurgents to sign a 
deal in Doha on February 
29 that could, ultimately, 
pull US troops out after 
more than 18 years and 
launch war-weary Af-
ghanistan into an uncer-
tain future.

A successful week 
would show the Taliban 
can control their forces 
and demonstrate good 
faith ahead of any sign-
ing.

It also gives a 
much-needed respite to 
civilians, who have long 
borne the brunt of the 
bloody conflict. The UN’s 
Afghanistan mission said 
Saturday that more than 
10,000 people had been 
killed or wounded in the 
war in 2019 alone.

In Kandahar in the 
south, considered the 
Taliban heartland, and 
the eastern province 
of Jalalabad, dozens of 
Afghans could be seen 

dancing the attan -- a tra-
ditional Pashtun dance 
-- in the streets in cele-
bration overnight.

In Kabul, which for 
years now has been one 
of the deadliest places in 
the country for civilians, 
those who spoke to AFP 
were more wary.

S h o p k e e p e r 
Emamuddin, who like 
many Afghans goes by 
one name, said Afghans 
want peace “whatever it 
takes”.

“A week of no vio-
lence will pass in a blink 
of the eye,” he said.

“They should find a 
long-lasting solution for 
this country’s problem.”

- Dangerous moment 
-

Details of how exactly 
the reduction in violence 
will work have remained 
scant.

The US has said there 
is an “understanding” 
for a “significant and na-
tionwide reduction in 
violence across Afghan-
istan”, while Afghan se-
curity forces will remain 
“on active defence sta-
tus” during the week.

In Kandahar, one in-
surgent told AFP he had 

received orders to stand 
down -- but another said 
he had only been ordered 
to refrain from attacking 
major cities and high-
ways.

Any truce comes 
fraught with danger, and 
analysts warn the at-
tempt to stem Afghani-
stan’s bloodshed is laced 
with complications and 
could fail at any time.

Since the US invasion 
in 2001 there has only 
been one other pause in 
the fighting -- a surprise 
three-day ceasefire be-
tween the Taliban and 
Kabul marking the re-
ligious festival of Eid in 
2018.

Afghans responded 
joyfully, with Taliban 
fighters, security forces 
and civilians hugging, 
sharing ice creams and 
posing for selfies in pre-
viously unimaginable 
scenes.

Perhaps in a bid to 
avoid such scenes, the 
Taliban have instruct-
ed their fighters to stay 
away from govern-
ment-controlled ar-
eas during the truce, 
but a senior Afghan 
security official said 

the insurgents would 
be welcome with “open 
arms”.

Washington has 
been in talks with the 
Taliban for more than 
a year to secure a deal 
which would see it ini-
tially reduce troop levels 
from approximately 12-
13,000 to an expected 
total of about 8,600.

In return, the Taliban 
would give security guar-
antees and a promise to 
hold peace talks with the 
government in Kabul.

Conflict in Afghani-
stan has forced hundreds 
of thousands of Afghans 
to flee into neighbour-
ing Pakistan, where they 
are monitoring develop-
ments in their homeland 
closely.

“I am hopeful the 
peace agreement will 
bring peace in Afghani-
stan and we will be able 
to return,” said Amir 
Khan, a father of six who 
fled Afghanistan 35 years 
ago and now lives in Pe-
shawar on the Pakistani 
side of the border.

“We were not given 
any chance to become 
Pakistanis, so better to 
return to our origin.”

China virus cases drop as foreign fears rise
Fears mounted Saturday 
over the growing spread 
of infections outside Chi-
na from the new coro-
navirus outbreak, as the 
World Health Organiza-
tion warned of a shrink-
ing window to stem the 
spread of the deadly 
disease.

The warning came 
as Europe saw its 
first deaths from the 
COVID-19 strain, which 
has now reached more 
than 25 countries and 
caused more than a 
dozen fatalities out-
side China.

On Saturday, Ital-
ian news agency ANSA 
reported that a wom-
an in the northern re-
gion of Lombardy had 
died after contracting 
the virus, a day after a 
78-year-old man from 
the nearby Veneto re-
gion became the first 
local person in Europe 
to succumb to the ill-
ness.

The new wave of 
cases in Italy has also 
triggered a lockdown 
of ten towns -- a move 
with echoes of China’s 
sealing off of entire 
cities in central Hubei 
province, the epicen-
tre of the virus where 
millions remain under 
quarantine.

A second person 
also died in South Ko-
rea, where the num-
bers of cases spiked, 
authorities said Sat-
urday, while the death 

toll in Iran reached five 
and a number of new 
cases were reported 
across the Middle East.

As cases surged 
outside China, WHO 
chief Tedros Adhanom 
Ghebreyesus warned 
that the “window of 
opportunity” to con-
tain the international 
spread of the outbreak 
was “narrowing”.

He cautioned that 
if countries did not 
quickly mobilise to 
fight the reach of the 
virus, “this outbreak 
could go in any direc-
tion. It could even be 
messy.”

The outbreak has 
now claimed 2,345 
lives in China and 
infected more than 
76,000 people.

The number of new 
cases in China outside 
Hubei has been gener-
ally declining, although 
new outbreaks have 
emerged in several 
prisons and hospitals.

On Saturday Chi-
nese authorities re-
ported nearly 400 fresh 
cases nationwide, less 
than half the previous 
day and just 31 outside 
Hubei.

A WHO-led team of 
experts are to visit Wu-
han, the capital of the 
province, on Saturday.

- International 
spread -

Cases of the dead-
ly virus were reported 
in a range of countries 

in the Middle East, in-
cluding the first cases 
in Israel and Lebanon.

Iraq and Kuwait, 
which share borders 
with Iran, were on high 
alert for a potential 
outbreak after banning 
travel to and from the 
Islamic republic, al-
though they have not 
confirmed any cases 
domestically.

More than 400 peo-
ple have been infected 
in South Korea, many 
linked to a hospital and 
a religious sect, and 
two people have died, 
making it the hard-
est-hit country outside 
China.

The latest group 
of passengers disem-
barked from the coro-
navirus-stricken Dia-
mond Princess cruise 
ship in Japan on Satur-
day.

Several Australians 
and an Israeli evacuat-
ed earlier this week af-
ter being cleared in Ja-
pan tested positive for 
coronavirus on land-
ing back in their home 
countries -- fuelling 
questions about To-
kyo’s policy of allow-
ing former passengers 
to return home.

Two former Jap-
anese passengers in 
their 80s have died.

The British govern-
ment said an evacua-
tion flight left Japan 
Saturday, with 32 Brit-
ish and European pas-

sengers on board.
As fears spread of 

the virus in Japan, To-
kyo 2020 Olympic or-
ganisers postponed 
training for their army 
of volunteers due to 
the coronavirus out-
break -- but said that 
there was “no consid-
eration” of cancelling 
the Games.

- ‘Tough’ economy -
Beijing has so far 

downplayed any pos-
sible long-term impact 
on the Chinese econo-
my from the outbreak, 
which has paralysed 
much of the country.

Chen Yulu, China’s 
deputy central bank 
governor, told state 
broadcaster CCTV on 
Saturday that eco-
nomic growth would 
“quickly rebound”.

China’s financial 
system has “extreme-
ly strong toughness” 
to respond to risk, he 
said.

The country’s rul-
ing council, the Polit-
buro Standing Commit-
tee, has also dismissed 
the potential economic 
fallout, urging local 
governments earlier 
this month to “contin-
ue striving” to achieve 
this year’s economic 
development targets.

Chinese officials are 
also keen to show the 
country is returning to 
work.

Almost all the 
country’s chain su-

permarkets have now 
reopened, commerce 
official Wang Bin said 
Saturday, as well as 
half the country’s de-
partment stores and 
shopping malls.

But only a third of 
rail construction and 
15 percent of civil avi-
ation projects have 
re-started work.

Beijing was already 
tackling a slowing 
economy before the 
virus struck and has 
closed many business-
es, factories, tourist 
sites and travel routes 
in a bid to contain the 
epidemic.

In a letter to the 
Bill & Melinda Gates 
Foundation thanking 
the organisation for 
its financial support, 
Chinese President Xi 
Jinping said China was 
at a “critical moment” 
in the fight against the 
outbreak.

In the latest unprec-
edented measure, state 
media said Wuhan of-
ficials were bringing 
in seven river cruise 
ships to house medical 
workers.

The People’s Dai-
ly said that the ships 
will provide another 
1,469 beds and help 
accommodate some of 
the tens of thousands 
of medical workers 
brought into the city to 
help treat coronavirus 
patients.

Dozens detained as Kazakh 
opposition calls for protests

Police in Kazakhstan de-
tained dozens of activists 
Saturday after two oppo-
sition groups announced 
plans to hold anti-gov-
ernment protests in the 
oil-rich Central Asian 
country.

An AFP correspon-
dent saw police detain 
at least ten activists from 
the unregistered Dem-
ocratic Party who were 
attempting to hold a pro-
test in the largest city Al-
maty.

Eyewitnesses said 
that police had detained 
up to 70 people, who 
were en route to the site 
where the group said it 
would hold a protest.

Authoritarian Ka-
zakhstan has long faced 
criticism from local and 
international rights 
groups for its restrictive 
laws regulating demon-
strations.

Zhanbolat Mamay, a 
filmmaker and promi-
nent figure in the Demo-
cratic Party was arrested 
and sentenced to three 
days in administrative 
detention on Friday.

Mamay told AFP by 
telephone Friday that “at 
least ten” members of 
his group had received 
sentences of up to five 
days in detention earlier 
this week -- a measure he 
said was intended to pre-
vent the Democratic Par-
ty holding a conference.

He was detained later 
in the day.

Another group, Dem-
ocratic Choice of Ka-
zakhstan (DCK), also an-
nounced plans to hold a 

rally on Saturday.
A Kazakh court 

banned the group as ex-
tremist in 2018, and the 
country’s state prosecu-
tor on Friday warned cit-
izens not to participate in 
the group’s protest.

DCK’s France-based 
leader, Mukhtar Ablya-
zov, thanked the state 
prosecutor for giving the 
group “an advert” ahead 
of the demonstration.

Ablyazov, a former 
energy minister, banker 
and long-time opponent 
of Kazakhstan’s regime 
has said the court rul-
ing is simply a pretext to 
crack down on the group.

Kazakh President 
Kassym-Jomart Tokayev 
pledged to reform laws 
governing freedom of 
assembly shortly after 
succeeding long-ruling 
Nursultan Nazarbayev as 
president last year.

But civil society 
groups in the Central 
Asian state have ex-
pressed dissatisfaction 
with a new draft law, 
which they argue would 
entail fresh restrictions.

Currently activists 
risk arrest if they hold 
demonstrations without 
permission from the au-
thorities, which is almost 
never given for political 
demonstrations.

Nazarbayev, 79, who 
became Kazakhstan’s 
president the year before 
its formal independence 
from the Soviet Union in 
1991, is still widely viewed 
as dominating policymak-
ing in the vast republic of 
18 million people.

Zubcic storms to giant slalom 
World Cup win in Japan

Croatia’s Filip Zubcic pro-
duced a sizzling second 
run to win the Japan leg 
of the men’s World Cup 
giant slalom on Saturday.

The 27-year-old 
trailed in 12th place after 
the first run at Yuzawa 
Naeba but stormed to the 
best combined time of 
two minutes, 37.25 sec-
onds, edging out Switzer-
land’s Marco Odermatt 
by seven tenths with 
American Tommy Ford 
taking third.

“It was a difficult race, 
the quality of the snow 
wasn’t good,” Zubcic told 
reporters.

“I made a big mis-
take on the first run, 
but I was able to get 
it back on the second 
without having to go 
for too much in the 
turns.”

Norway’s Henr-
ik Kristoffersen, who 
took silver in the giant 
slalom at the 2018 Py-
eongchang Olympics, 

led after the first run, 
clocking 1:16.63 ahead of 
countryman Leif Kristian 
Nestvold-Haugen.

N e s t v o l d - H a u g e n 
went on to finish fourth 
with Kristoffersen fifth, 
followed by another Nor-
wegian, overall World 
Cup leader Aleksander 
Aamodt Kilde sixth.

Kilde, who captured 
his first victory of the 
season in last week’s Su-
per-G at Saalbach, tops 
the standings on 1,022 
points with Kristoffers-
en on 948 and France’s 
Olympic bronze medal-
list Alexis Pinturault a 
further 50 points behind.

Slovenia’s Zan Kran-
jec, currently leading the 
giant slalom rankings, 
finished ninth.

The Japanese leg was 
held despite fears over 
the deadly coronavirus 
that forced the cancella-
tion of the men’s down-
hill in Yanqing, China last 
weekend.

Exiled Dalai 
Lama marks 80 
years as Tibet’s 
spiritual leader
The Dalai Lama on Sat-
urday marked the 80th 
anniversary of his en-
thronement as the spiri-
tual leader of Tibet, a po-
sition held almost entire-
ly in exile and as a target 
of constant vilification by 
the Chinese state.

Hundreds of miles 
from Lhasa’s imposing 
1,000-room Potala Pal-
ace, the sandal-wearing 
monk now ministers to 
his fellow Tibetan exiles 
from Dharamsala in the 
foothills of the Indian Hi-
malaya.

He remains the uni-
versally recognised face 
of the movement for 
Tibetan autonomy, but 
the global spotlight he 
enjoyed after winning 
the Nobel Peace Prize in 
1989 has dimmed and 
the deluge of invitations 
to hobnob with world 
leaders and Hollywood 
stars has slowed.

Partly because the 
ageing leader has cut 
back on his punishing 
travel schedule, but also 
due to China’s growing 
economic and political 
clout.

Beijing accuses the 
84-year-old Dalai Lama 
of wanting to split Chi-
na, and regularly refers 
to him as a “wolf in a 
monk’s robe”.

His office said there 
would be no commemo-
ration of the anniversa-
ry and a teaching event 
scheduled for March 
-- that usually would 
attract devotees from 
across the world -- has 
been cancelled over 
coronavirus fears.

Born into a peasant 
family in the Tibetan 
village of Taksar on July 
6, 1935, he was identi-
fied as the incarnation 
of Tibetan Buddhism’s 
supreme religious lead-
er at the age of two after 
picking out objects that 
belonged to his prede-
cessor.

He was given the 
name Jetsun Jamphel 
Ngawang Lobsang Yeshe 
Tenzin Gyatso -- Holy 
Lord, Gentle Glory, Com-
passionate Defender of 
the Faith and Ocean of 
Wisdom -- and two years 
later arrived in Lhasa 
where he was formally 
enthroned as the 14th 
Dalai Lama.

In 1950, aged 15, he 
was hastily enthroned 
as head of state after the 
Chinese army invaded 
Tibet.

For the next nine 
years he tried to keep 
Tibetans out of harm’s 
way. But the effort failed 
in 1959 when China 
crushed a popular up-
rising.

Fearing for his life, 
the young monk trekked 
through the Himalayas ac-
companied by a 37-strong 
entourage, and crossed 
into exile in India.

There he set up a 
government-in-exile and 
launched a campaign to 
reclaim Tibet that grad-
ually evolved into an ap-
peal for greater autono-
my -- the so-called “mid-
dle way” approach.

- Successor? -
It is unclear how, or 

even whether, the cur-
rent Dalai Lama’s suc-
cessor will be named, 
but few religious leaders 
have had to give the mat-
ter as much thought.
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MODELS IN MILAN! Models, Gigi Hadid and 
Kendall Jenner arrived at the Fall/Winter 2020 
Versace show during Milan Fashion Week.
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Aries:
Aries, there’s so much you want to do, so 
much you want to create, and the Universe 
is holding space for this magickal process. 
Now is not the time to doubt yourself or 
your abilities. You have so much to offer 
the world. Birth and fertility in the literal 
sense may be on the cards for some of you. 
Desire to bring your own into this world? 
The forces are with you.
Taurus:
“When something really matters to you, let 
it go. Say to the Universe, you know what 
I want. Give it to me in the path of least 
resistance. Give it to me the easiest way 
possible. Give it to me in any way I can 
get it.” An Abraham Hicks quote to rein-
state the joy and optimism you were feeling 
when you first began this journey. Don’t let 
your vibration drop now, Taurus. You have 
many miracles to witness, and this is just 
the beginning.
Gemini:
Not every story ends in a happily-ever-af-
ter. But it doesn’t have to be a tragic tale ei-
ther. Be grateful for the moments you have 
shared, Gemini. Give thanks for the good 
memories you have created together. Just 
don’t try to make this romance anything 

more than what it is, which will ultimately 
lead to pain and heartache. Some of you 
could be parting ways with a loved one. 
Don’t doubt yourself for a second. Know 
that the emotions you have felt in those 
moments are real.
Cancer:
Springtime is almost upon us, Cancer, 
bringing with it fresh ideas and brand new 
possibilities. Be mindful of the guidance 
that’s coming through. The aha moments 
that make you realise there’s something 
magickal brewing inside. This could help 
you take your life in a whole new direction. 
Some of you may have made a fresh start 
recently, in which case this is the nurtur-
ing period. Trust that the seeds you have 
painstakingly planted will show the first 
signs of life.
Leo:
Ever noticed a child armed with a crayon. 
For them, the world is a playground. There 
is no wall on the house or the neighbour-
hood that isn’t worthy of their art. Today, 
we’re asking you to seek inspiration from 
these little geniuses and allow yourself to 
flow with the cosmic current of creativity. 
There is magic waiting to be born through 
you, Leo.

ViRGO:
The trouble is, you already think you’ve 
lost. What you don’t realise is that you are 
armed with inner resources, and that Spirit 
is co-creating with you in every moment. 
Let go of the fear. Release the self-doubt. 
Raise your vibrations to believe that you 
have already manifested the desired out-
come. This belief will help create the shift 
you desire.
LIBRA:
The trouble is, you’re spending too much 
time worrying about the ‘how’ and the ‘why’ 
of things, when you should be focusing 
on your part of the creation process. Ev-
erything else will take care of itself, Libra. 
Spirit is with you, co-creating miracles in 
every moment. So raise your vibrations and 
believe in the divine plan. Know that you 
are exactly where you need to be, and are 
making wonderful progress.
SCORPiO:
“Going with the flow is responding to cues 
from the Universe. When you go with the 
flow, you’re surfing the life force. It’s about 
wakeful trust and total collaboration with 
what’s showing up for you.” A Danielle 
LaPorte quote that accurately describes 
the grace with which you are riding the cos-

mic currents. As for that inner glow, it’s a 
product of the love and acceptance you’re 
feeling for yourself. You are not perfect, but 
you are you, and that is all that matters in 
this moment.
Sagittarius:
Observe the patterns in your life. The mem-
ories that refuse to leave you, even though 
you’ve tried to purge them over a period of 
time. Truth is, the roots of the given situa-
tion are anchored in your past. Our souls 
have lived millions of lives, Sagittarius. 
There’s a chance an experience you had 
in one of them is triggering these emotions. 
Alternatively, a childhood incident may be 
the cause. If you are unable to work through 
the trauma, turn to an expert. A therapist, 
a hypnotherapist or a past life regression 
expert may help you find the answers you 
are looking for.
CAPRiCORN:
There is more than enough to go around, 
Capricorn. So, where is this feeling of lack 
arising from? Could our own limiting beliefs 
be creating a sense of mistrust? Is there a 
childhood trauma that’s holding you back 
from believing that you are worthy of the 
good stuff? Awareness is the first step to 
breaking old patterns and raising your vi-

bration. Allow yourself to receive, wild one. 
Know that abundance is your true nature.
AqUARIUS:
Rise, light workers, rise! It’s time for you to 
step out of the spiritual closet. It’s time to 
share your gifts with the world. You have 
been blessed with the ability to inspire 
others to connect with their true purpose, 
and find the courage they need to realign 
with The Source. So, trust in yourself and 
actively work towards raising the Collec-
tive Consciousness. We are in the Age of 
Aquarius, after all.
PISCES:
Funny how we turn to others in times of 
crisis instead of listening to the guidance 
that’s coming through from our own being. 
Everything you need is within you, Pisces. 
Awaken to the ancestral wisdom in your 
bones. You can only start to live conscious-
ly as you by re-establishing that lost con-
nection with your inner self. A good way 
to become aware of the guidance that’s 
coming through is to maintain a journal and 
record the very first thought or feeling that 
comes to you. Chances are, it’s coming 
from a higher place.

AMC’s Kevin Can F— Himself casts 
Schitt’s Creek star Annie Murphy as lead
The dark comedy will de-

construct the passive sit-
com wife stereotype.
AMC is adding a little bit of 
Alexis to its TV lineup.

Schitt’s Creek star Annie 
Murphy has been cast as the 
lead on upcoming series Kev-
in Can F— Himself, a dark 
comedy deconstructing the 
role of the passive, agreeable 
sitcom wife. The show will 
be a mix of multi-camera and 
single-camera format to fur-
ther emphasize how percep-
tions change when Murphy’s 
character moves away from sitcom domestic-
ity and finds her rage.

The show was created by Valerie Arm-
strong (Lodge 49), executive produced by 
Rashida Jones and her writing partner Will 
McCormack, and will be run by Craig DiGre-
gorio (Shrill).

The title is a nod to canceled CBS comedy 
Kevin Can Wait, which controversially killed 
off lead Kevin James‘ wife played by Erinn 
Hayes, making room for Leah Remini to re-
unite with her King of Queens costar as the 

new female lead.
Discussing Kevin Can F— Himself, Hayes 

told Vulture she’d read the pilot script and 
would “kill to be in it,” but was nervous that 
her connection to the title would make her a 
distraction as the lead.

While Murphy will now be playing main 
character Allison, no other cast has been an-
nounced for the show, meaning there’s still 
hope Hayes could be involved in some way.

Kevin Can F— Himself does not have a 
premiere date yet, but will consist of eight, 
hour-long episodes.

F9: Vin Diesel Reveals New Poster for Fast & Furious 9

Fast & Furious 9 is almost here and fans are 
still flipping out over the dramatic reveals in 
the trailers. Vin Diesel posted a brand new im-
age for the film to his Instagram account. The 
photo showcases a much younger Dom Toret-
to working on a car with that infamous neck-
lace hanging from his neck. That chain and 
pendant have been all over some of the other 
posters from the film. It seems that while fam-
ily is one of the core themes of the series as a 
whole, things will be even more personal in 
this installment. But, F9 is still going to bring 
the ruckus and so much action that the series 
star had to tell the press about how intense 
the stunt work can be in this series.

“For some stunts, they basically put a 
car at the end of an apparatus and spin you 
around and make you throw up,” Diesel told 
MTV International. “It’s one of the tools need-
ed to do some of the crazier stunts.” Michelle 
Rodriguez chimed in, “The tumbler. Most of 
it is special effects these days, and stunt dou-
bles because of insurance, but the fighting se-
quences are always my favorite.”

Justin Lin is happy that his crew is so de-
voted to bring the best out of each and every 
shot. “I feel lucky, we have the best people in 
the world,” Lin said. “Any idea that comes into 
my head, I share with them in a room and I 
see this kind of blank stare which I know is 
a good sign, because that means we’re gonna 

go figure out how to do it.”
Check out the description for the upcom-

ing film below:
“Vin Diesel’s Dom Toretto is leading a qui-

et life off the grid with Letty and his son, little 
Brian, but they know that danger always lurks 
just over their peaceful horizon. This time, 
that threat will force Dom to confront the 
sins of his past if he’s going to save those he 
loves most. His crew joins together to stop a 
world-shattering plot led by the most skilled 
assassin and high-performance driver they’ve 
ever encountered: a man who also happens to 
be Dom’s forsaken brother, Jakob (John Cena, 
next year’s The Suicide Squad).”

Fast & Furious 9 stars Vin Diesel, Charlize 
Theron, Michelle Rodriguez, Helen Mirren, 
Jordana Brewster, Ludacris, Tyrese Gibson, 
Nathalie Emmanuel, Lucas Black, John Cena, 
Michael Rooker, Cardi B, and Finn Cole, and 
will be directed by Justin Lin.

Fast & Furious 9 will hit theaters on May 
22nd, 2020.

Did you know ComicBook.com has a pod-
cast? That’s right folks, ComicBook Nation is 
available every Wednesday and Friday bring-
ing you the best breakdowns of the week’s 
biggest news from Kofi Outlaw, Matt Aguilar, 
Janell Wheeler & the rest of the staff at the 
site. Catch the newest episode right here or 
subscribe on iTunes today!

hollywood Rallies behind Severely bullied boy With 
Dwarfism After Heartbreaking video Goes viral

A heartbreaking video 
showing the agony of a 

9-year-old Australian boy 
with dwarfism suffering from 
school bullying has touched 
the heart of Hollywood.

The video was posted on-
line by the mother of Quaden 
Bayles, the boy who was 

shown in the video wishing 
someone would kill him af-
ter terrible taunting by his 
schoolmates. Bayles has made 
news before on bullying. Snopes 
says that In 2015, a video report 
from from the Australian news 
station Studio 10 featured then 
4-year-old Quaden:

Wolverine star Hugh Jack-
man spoke out on Twitter, 
telling the boy, “You have a 
friend in me.” Jackman, one of 
Australia’s biggest stars, also 
asked his fans to be vigilant 
against all childhood bully-
ing. “Life is hard enough,” 
Jackman said.

marvel’s The Punisher Star Jon bernthal Rallies around bullied 9 Year old

People all over the world 
have been showing their 

support for a young boy 
named Quaden Bayles, who 
was born with Achondro-
plasia, a form of dwarfism, 
and has been the victim of 
frequent bullying. His moth-
er shared his story on social 
media, including one vid-
eo where Quaden is crying 
in their van and saying he 
just wants to die. Many have 
started sharing messages 
of support with Quaden, in-
cluding Marvel’s The Pun-
isher star Jon Bernthal, who 
responded to the video with 
a message of love and cour-
age.

Hey little man. For what it’s 
worth you have taught my family 
so much. You have inspired us and 
in our home you are a hero. Thank 
you for your courage, stay strong the 
world is watching and you have so 
much beautiful power. From me and 
my boys. We are with you and we 
thank you.

In the video Quaden’s mother 
calls for a change in approach to an-
ti-bullying programs, saying the ones 
in place simply aren’t working.

“I’ve just picked up my son from 

school, witnessed a bullying episode, 
rang the principal and I want peo-
ple to know — parents, educators, 
teachers — this is the effect that bul-
lying has,” Bayles says in the video. 
“This is what bullying does. So can 
you please educate your children, 
your families, your friends, because 
all it takes is for one more incident, 
and you wonder why kids are killing 
themselves.”

In addition to Bernthal, others 
have also called for support for the 
young man and his family, with some 
even creating a GoFundMe page to 

help send him to Disneyland.
We hope things get better for 

Quaden, and wish him and his family 
the best.

Did you know ComicBook.com 
has a podcast? That’s right folks, 
ComicBook Nation is available ev-
ery Wednesday and Friday bring-
ing you the best breakdowns of 
the week’s biggest news from Kofi 
Outlaw, Matt Aguilar, Janell Wheel-
er & the rest of the staff at the site. 
Catch the newest episode right here 
or subscribe on iTunes today!


