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after ten days without any Covid fatalities and 80% adults 
fully vaccinated, sikkim can bid second wave goodbye

Summit RepoRt
Gangtok, 11 Oct: 

With Sikkim having gone 
ten days without any 

Covid deaths, and a little over 
80% of its adult population 
fully vaccinated against the 
virus, it would be safe to now 
suggest that the second wave 
is over in the State even if in-
fections have not completely 
ended. What is also reassur-
ing is that against the worry of 
Covid affecting the under-18 
years olds since they have 
still not been cleared for vac-
cination, very few of them are 
taking ill with the virus even if 
they are testing positive.

As per the Daily Report of 
COVID-19 in Sikkim released 
by the Integrated Disease 
Surveillance Programme of 
the Health Department on 
Monday morning, active Co-
vid cases here are now down 
to 235 with 42 more people 
making full recoveries in the 

past 24 hours against 10 new 
cases reported over the same 
period.

The ten new cases were 
picked up from 214 samples 
screened for Covid on Sunday, 

giving Sikkim a daily test posi-
tivity rate of 4.6%. 

Only two of the 76 samples 
put through RT-PCR testing 
returned positive while rapid 
antigen testing of 134 sam-

ples gave eight positive cases. 
The state’s tally of confirmed 
cases of COVID-19 since test-
ing began on 28 Feb, 2020, 
now stands at 31,677.

Of these, 30,736 people 

have already beaten the virus 
and Sikkim enjoys a recovery 
rate of 98%. 

Even of the 235 active cas-
es, only 29 have symptoms se-
vere enough to require hospi-

talisation. Of the 29 in hospi-
tal, only 3 are under-18 years 
of age, one of whom is in ICU. 

The Covid death toll con-
tinues to hold at 388 with no 
new COVID deaths reported 
in the State since 01 October.

Meanwhile, on the vac-
cination front, 80.28% of the 
adult population [above 18] 
in the State is now fully vacci-
nated against Covid-19. When 
it comes to single doses, Sik-
kim has gone past the 100% 
mark since it has inoculated 
even those residing in the 
State without any IDs.

Sikkim has administered a 
total of 936,100 doses of Cov-
ishield. While a little over 4.15 
lakh people have completed 
their vaccination schedule 
having received the second 
dose s well, 5,21,465 people 
[4,465 more than the regis-
tered above-18 populations 
with ID’s] have received at 
least the first dose.

BJP Sikkim 
prez resigns 
from post of 
Advisor to 
Forest Dept
Summit RepoRt
Gangtok, 11 Oct:

BharatiyaJanataParty 
Sikkim State president, 

DB Chauhan has resigned 
from the post of Advisor, 
Forest Department.

In a letter addressed 
to the Chief Secretary, Mr 
Chauhan has thanked the 
BJP national president, JP 
Nadda and Chief Minister, 
PS Tamang, for giving him 
the opportunity to serve 
as Advisor. However, the 
reason behind his resig-
nation is not mentioned. 

Mr Chauhan had tak-
en charge as Advisor to 
the Forest Department 
on 01 Sept, 2020. He, 
along with 7 BJP MLAs 
had been appointed as 
Advisors to the state 
government on 14 Aug, 
2020.

CM’s greetings 
on Dasain

Outages may be inevitable: Assam 
power distributor warns in ad

tribute to Chogyal sir tashi namgyal on int’l artists day

Guwahati/New Delhi, 
11 Oct [NDTV]: Assam's 
electricity distributor 
has warned of "inevi-
table" outages and load-
shedding in the state 
amid concerns over coal 
shortage in power plants 
across the country.

In a public message 
published in local news-
papers, the Assam Power 
Distribution Company 
Ltd or APDCL, which 
supplies power across 
the state after buying 
from the national grid, 
said power generation at 
thermal plants has "de-
creased considerably".

"Due to limited coal 
availability, the genera-
tion of power from ther-
mal generating stations 

has decreased consider-
ably. The power position 
is clearly at critical level 
and power outages/load 
shedding may be inevi-
table. Kindly bear with 
us and use electricity ju-
diciously. Energy saved is 
energy generated. Incon-
venience cause is highly 
regretted," APDCL said 
in the ad signed off by its 
Chief General Manager.

Assam has a normal 
time requirement of 
1,950 megawatt or MW, 
but during Durga Puka-
lani it goes up to 2,200 
MW, so there is a shortfall 
of some 300 MW, since 
NTPC Ltd's coal-based 
power plant in Kokrajhar 
district supplies only 
150 MW. "This ad was 

issued as a precaution-
ary measure," a power 
official, who asked not to 
be identified, told NDTV. 
"We are trying to meet 
the shortfall of about 250 
MW from other sources," 
the official said.

The message by the 
power distribution com-
pany or discom in Assam 
comes amid concerns in 
several states of blackouts 
due to coal shortage in 
power stations. The cen-
tral government has as-
sured that India has ample 
coal stocks to meet the de-
mand of its power plants, 
seeking to allay fears of 
imminent blackouts in 
Delhi and other cities.

The government has 
said there are four rea-

sons for depletion of coal 
stocks at power plants - 
unprecedented increase 
in demand of electricity 
due to revival of econo-
my, heavy rains in coal 
mine areas, increase in 
price of imported coal 
and legacy issues such as 
heavy dues of coal com-
panies in certain states 
like Maharashtra, Rajas-
than, Tamil Nadu, Uttar 
Pradesh, Rajasthan and 
Madhya Pradesh.

Home Minister Amit 
Shah met his cabinet col-
leagues in charge of the 
coal and power minis-
tries today. During the 
hour-long meeting, the 
three ministers were be-
lieved to have discussed 
the availability of coal 

to power plants and the 
current power demands.

An analysis of daily load 
despatch data from the cen-
tral grid regulator showed 
India's power supply deficit 
in the first seven days of Oc-
tober amounted to 11.2 per 
cent of the country's total 
shortages throughout the 
year, news agency Reuters 
reported.

The data is publicly 
available but the analysis 
provides a first concrete 
indication of the extent 
of the problem. Energy 
supplies are under strain 
globally as prices surge 
and demand and supply 
chains are strained by 
the recovery of consump-
tion following lockdowns 
to contain the pandemic.

Summit RepoRt
GANGTOK, 11 Oct: 

Sir Tashi Namgyal Se-
nior Secondary School 

in association with Vivid 
Kala Akademi [VKA] and 
Journalist Union of Sik-
kim [JUS] is gearing up to 
celebrate the 129th birth 
anniversary of Chogyal 
Sir Tashi Namgyal on 26 
Oct. 

The organisers have 
also decided to celebrate 
International Artists Day 
in the same programme 
to pay tribute to the Cho-
gyal for his contributions 
to development of art 
in Sikkim. International 
Artists Day is celebrated 
on 25 Oct every year.

Addressing a press 
conference here on Mon-
day, VKA president, Kiran 
Rasaily mentioned that 
the main highlight of the 
event would be a paint-
ing exhibition which will 
display work by national 
and international artists. 

He expressed that 

Chogyal Sir Tashi Nam-
gyal was a great artist 
and worked a lot for the 
promotion and develop-
ment of art and educa-
tion during his tenure in 
the State. 

“This is an occasion 
to pay rich homage to the 
immense contributions 
of the Chogyal in the field 
of art. We are also trying 
to get in touch with the 
royal family to get paint-
ings by the Chogyal for 
the exhibition,” he said.

Mr Kiran stated that 

the celebration will also 
have cultural presenta-
tions by TNSSS students 
following the required 
COVID-19 protocol. He 
informed that artist, Dr 
Swarna Anil from Delhi 
will give her presentation 
on Indian art and especial-
ly on Himalayan art.

Senior journal-
ist Prabin Khaling will 
speak on the life and 
contribution of Russian 
artist, Nicholas Roerich 
who had spent some 
time in the State. The 

resource persons in the 
programme will also 
highlight the contribu-
tion of the Chogyal in the 
field of art.

JUS general secretary, 
Sujal Pradhan expressed 
his happiness on col-
laborating with VKA and 
assured that the organi-
zation will play an active 
role in highlighting the 
works and contributions 
of the Chogyal.

The press conference 
was also addressed by a 
student of TNSSS.

Cases of harassment, murder 
of rti applicants rising, their 

protection a challenge: report
New Delhi, Oct 11 (PTI): Cases of harassment 
and murder of RTI applicants are increasing 
across the country, and the biggest challenge in 
the upcoming years is to ensure their protection, 
according to a new report on the status of the im-
plementation of the RTI Act.

The report by Transparency International In-
dia released on the eve of the RTI Day Monday 
said that in the last 15-16 years, at least 95-100 
RTI applicants have been killed while 190 oth-
ers attacked, while dozen committed suicide and 
hundreds of them reported being harassed from 
powerful lobby.

Besides, the government does not maintain 
any data on the RTI activists and information 
seekers who lose their lives in the interest of the 
country, said the report titled State Transparency 
Report 2021' by the Transparency International 
India (TII), a non-government organisation.

"The biggest challenge in the upcoming years 
is to ensure the protection of information seekers 
as cases of harassment and murder of RTI appli-
cants is increasing across the country," it said.

Considering the increasing number of RTI 
queries and applications with several public au-
thorities, there is a dire need to create an agreed 
template to make proactive disclosure more effec-
tive and informative, the report said.

"The situation of implementation has improved 
over the years, several micro level studies still point 
out a wide gap in the usage of the Act among urban-
rural masses," said the report released on the eve of 
RTI Day. The Right to Information (RTI) Act became 
operational on 12th October, 2005.

Issues like non-compliance in proactive disclo-
sure by public authorities, hostile approach of PIOs 
towards citizens and misinterpreting provisions 
of the Act to conceal information, lack of clarity on 
what public interest is, right to privacy, stand in the 
way of effective implementation of RTI Act, it said.
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Lowest rise 
in daily 
COVID-19 
cases in 
215 days
New Delhi, Oct 11 
(PTI): India logged 
18,132 new coronavi-
rus infections, the low-
est in 215 days, taking 
the country's total tally 
of cases to 3,39,71,607, 
while the national CO-
VID-19 recovery rate has 
increased to 98 per cent, 
according to the Union 
Health Ministry data up-
dated on Monday.

The death toll climbed 
to 4,50,782 with 193 
fresh fatalities. The ac-
tive cases have declined 
to 2,27,347, the lowest 
in 209 days, according to 
the data updated at 8 am.

The daily rise in new 
coronavirus infections 
has been below 30,000 
for 17 straight days and 
less than 50,000 daily 
new cases have been re-
ported for 106 consecu-
tive days now.

The active cases com-
prise 0.67 per cent of the 
total infections, the low-
est since March 2020. A 
decrease of 3,624 cases 
has been recorded in the 
active COVID-19 caseload 
in a span of 24 hours.

As many as 10,35,797 
tests were conducted on 
Sunday taking the total 
cumulative tests con-
ducted so far for detec-
tion of COVID-19 in the 
country to 58,36,31,490.

The daily positivity 
rate was recorded at 1.75 
per cent. It has been less 
than three per cent for 
last 42 days. The weekly 
positivity rate was re-
corded at 1.53 per cent. It 
has been below three per 
cent for the last 108 days, 
according to the ministry.

The number of people 
who have recuperated 
from the disease surged 
to 3,32,93,478, while the 
case fatality rate was re-
corded at 1.33 per cent.

The cumulative dos-
es administered in the 
country so far under the 
nationwide COVID-19 
vaccination drive has ex-
ceeded 95.19 crore.

India's COVID-19 tally 
had crossed the 20-lakh 
mark on August 7, 2020, 
30 lakh on August 23, 40 
lakh on September 5 and 
50 lakh on September 16. 
It went past 60 lakh on 
September 28, 70 lakh 
on October 11, crossed 
80 lakh on October 29, 
90 lakh on November 20 
and surpassed the one-
crore mark on Decem-
ber 19. India crossed the 
grim milestone of two 
crore on May 4 and three 
crore on June 23. The 193 
new fatalities include 85 
from Kerala and 28 from 
Maharashtra.

A total of 4,50,782 
deaths have been reported 
so far in the country includ-
ing 1,39,542 from Maha-
rashtra, 37,885 from Kar-
nataka, 35,783 from Tamil 
Nadu, 26,258 from Kerala, 
25,089 from Delhi, 22,896 
from Uttar Pradesh and 
18,905 from West Bengal. 

Summit RepoRt
Gangtok, 11 Oct:

On the occasion of Dur-
ga Puja (Dasain), Chief 

Minister, PS Tamang has 
extended his warm greet-
ings and best wishes to 
the Sikkimese people.

“We need to draw in-
spiration from the life of 
Lord Rama and continue 
to fight the evil forces not 
just on the outside but 
also within us.

I take this opportuni-
ty to wish each and every 
one a happy, memorable 
and joyous Dasain. May 
the power and blessings 
of Goddess Durga enrich 
our lives.

I also appeal to the 
Sikkimese people to follow 
COVID-19 protocols while 
celebrating and, more im-
portantly, ensure the safety 
of our elders and children,” 
the CM has said.
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ANTHEYESTI KRIYA

The Antheyesti Kriya of Late Dhanapati Kharel, 
who left for his heavenly abode 
on 30th September, 2021, falls on 
12 October, 2021. We invite all 
friends, family and well-wishers to 
join us in prayers [13th day rites] for 
the departed soul at our residence 
in Rawtey Rumtek.
We would like to take this opportunity to thank all 
those who stood by us in our time of bereavement.

Dr M P Kharel, H P Kharel, Prakash Kharel (sons)
Kamala Devi Kharel, Tulashi Kharel, Indira 

Kharel, Sangita Kharel (daughters)
Bimala Kharel, Hima Kharel, Rajani Ratna 

Pandey (daughter in law)
Dr Hari Krishna Shiwakoti, D N Sharma, D R 

Thapa (son in law)
Vinod Kharel, Sunny Kharel (grandsons)

And entire Kharel Family.
Contact: 8918237123, 9434241044, 9434164765

"Many state Information Commissions are running 
without any Information Commissioners for years, In-
formation commissions failed to get information from 
public authorities on compliance of RTI Act," the re-
port highlighted.

Currently, 36 out of 165 posts of Chief Information 
Commissioner & Information Commissioners are va-
cant, it said.

RTI activists insist that an imposition of penalties 
and the payment of compensation to applicants can 
be used as tools for ensuring adherence to the norms 
of providing information within a reasonable time 
frame, the report said.

Probably fixing a time limit for the disposal of the 
first as well as second appeals may go a long way if the 
government takes a step in this direction as has been 
prompted through the initiative of Madras High Court 
recently, it said.

"Now in the 17th year of RTI Act's implementation 
when the information regime is already facing chal-
lenges in relation to the COVID-19 pandemic similar 
to other spheres of life, it is an opportune time to look 
into the State of RTI implementation in Indian States 
and check whether the act's implementation has met 
the intention of the legislation," said Rama Nath Jha, 
Executive Director of TII.

Bhopal-based RTI activist Ajay Dubey said the RTI 
Act has potential to change the way governance is per-
ceived.

"RTI can bring in desired public-friendly reforms 
in the governance if the law is implemented in its let-
ter and spirit. Governments must ensure timely dis-
posal of RTI applications and appeals besides ensur-
ing that the Central and State Information Commis-
sions work in full strength all the time, he said.

The report said that RTI queries are mostly per-
sonal in nature, which is another concern. "RTI will 
serve its purpose more if RTI applications are filed on 
issues of larger public interests."

In this tech savvy world, use of innovative technol-
ogy to disclose more and more information through 
the government websites across all platforms includ-
ing vast mobile connectivity and mobile applications, 
in multiple languages will in itself make the system 
transparent, the report said.

The report also suggested anonymous requests 
must be allowed and all refusals to furnish informa-
tion must be reasoned and appealable.

Cases of harassment...

pmbJp program held in singtam

Kadaknath chicks distributed 
to Sindrang farmers

govt issues loi to tatas for sale of air india
New Delhi, Oct 11 
(PTI): The government 
on Monday issued a letter 
of intent (LoI) confirm-
ing the sale of its 100 per 
cent stake in loss-making 
Air India to Tata Group 
for Rs 18,000 crore, a se-
nior official said.

Last week, the gov-
ernment had accepted an 
offer by Talace Pvt Ltd, a 
unit of the holding com-
pany of salt-to-software 
conglomerate, to pay Rs 
2,700 crore in cash and 
takeover Rs 15,300 crore 
of the airline's debt.

Subsequent to that, 
an LoI has now been is-
sued to Tata confirming 
the government's will-
ingness to sell its 100 per 
cent stake in the airline.

"Letter of Intent has 
been issued today," DI-
PAM Secretary Tuhin 
Kanta Padney told PTI 
here.

Tatas now have to 
accept the LoI, post 
which the Share Pur-
chase Agreement will be 
signed. Conditions prec-
edent to the transactions 
would need to be satis-
fied by Tatas before they 
actually take over the op-
erations.

"Normally within 14 
days of acceptance of LOI, 
the SPA is signed. We ex-
pect the SPA to be signed 
fairly fast," he said.

Pandey said the deal 
is targeted to be closed 
by December end. After 
SPA is signed, the regula-
tory approvals will have 
to come in following 
which the handover pro-
cess starts.

"When they give the 
Letter of Acceptance, 
they will give payment 
security of 1.5 per cent 

of EV value which is Rs 
270 crore. Rs 270 crore 
will be payment security 
in bank guarantee which 
will be received by us 
along with acceptance 
letter to the LoI," Pandey 
added.

The cash component 
of the deal, he said, will 
come in on the day of 
handover which will be 
by December end.

The deal also in-
cludes the sale of Air In-
dia Express and ground 
handling arm AISATS.

Tatas beat the Rs 
15,100-crore offer by a 
consortium led by Spice-
Jet promoter Ajay Singh 
and the reserve price of 
Rs 12,906 crore set by 
the government for the 
sale of its 100 per cent 
stake in the loss-making 
carrier.

While this will be the 
first privatisation since 
2003-04, Air India will 
be the third airline brand 
in the Tatas' stable - it 
holds a majority interest 
in AirAsia India and Vis-

tara, a joint venture with 
Singapore Airlines Ltd.

Air India will give it 
access to a fleet of 117 
wide-body and narrow-
body aircraft and Air In-
dia Express Ltd another 
24 narrow-body aircraft 
besides control of 4,400 
domestic and 1,800 inter-
national landing and park-
ing slots at domestic air-
ports, as well as 900 slots 
at airports overseas such 
as London's Heathrow.

Besides, the bidder 
would get 100 per cent 

of the low-cost arm Air 
India Express and 50 per 
cent of AISATS, which 
provides cargo and 
ground handling services 
at major Indian airports.

With Air India, Vis-
tara, and Air Asia hav-
ing a current combined 
market share of 26.9 per 
cent, the Tata Group will 
emerge as the second-
largest domestic airline 
after Indigo once the 
consolidation of the op-
erations of all three air-
lines is completed.

Air India has been in 
losses since its 2007 merg-
er with Indian Airlines. It 
has the dubious distinc-
tion of having the highest 
number of employees on 
its rolls per aircraft.

The transaction with 
Tatas does not include 
non-core assets including 
land and building, valued 
at Rs 14,718 crore, which 
are to be transferred to 
the government's Air In-
dia Asset Holding Lim-
ited (AIAHL). AIAHL will 
also hold Rs 46,262 crore 
remaining debt of the 
airline (Rs 61,562 crore 
total debt, of which Rs 
15,300 crore will go to 
Tatas).

Summit RepoRt
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A program on Prad-
hanMantriBharati-

yaJanaushadhiPariyo-
jnawas held at a Singtam 
Kendra bearingStore Code 
PNBJK06776. The high-
light of the program was 
the distribution of first 
aid box to 75 senior citi-
zens of Singtam bazaar, a 
press release informs.

Gynecologist,Dr MP 
Sharma, was the chief 
guest of the program 
while Dilip Kumar, aged 
92 was a special guest. 
Free medical check-up 
was also provided on the 
occasion.

Speaking on the oc-
casion, proprietorof the 
Singtam Kendra, Anita  
Chettri informed that 
the objective of PM-
BJP is to make quality 
and genuine medicines 
available to all at af-
fordable price. Un-
der this Jan Aushadhi 

campaign,wide range 
of medicines is being 
provided to the needy. 
Apart from medicines, 
surgical supplies, well-
ness products, fitness 
supplements, diabetic 

care kits and other 
products are also being 
provided, added Chettri.

The program comes 
under AzadikaAmritMa-
hotsav, celebrating 75 
years of independence.

Summit RepoRt
Gangtok, 11 Oct:

Krishi Vigyan Kendra 
(KVK), West Sikkim, 

conducted training cum 
distribution program of 
Kadaknath chicks at Sin-
drang (DFI Village), West 
Sikkim, today. 

Sindrang Village was 
selected as DFI Village 
(Doubling Farmers In-
come by 2022) in the 
year 2016–17 by KVK, 
West Sikkim. Since then 

KVK is conducting train-
ing, awareness program, 
demonstration and dis-
tribution program of veg-
etable seed, rajma seed, 
piglet and chicks for dou-
bling farmers’ income of 
this village.

The program was at-
tended by the Ward Pan-
chayat, Sindrang, senior 
citizens and progressive 
farmers of Sindrang. 
Sr Scientist and head, 
Dinesh Basnett briefed 

about the DFI and other 
schemes under aspira-
tional district program. 

Subject Matter Spe-
cialist Animal Science, 
Dr Lhaki Bhutia provid-
ed training on backyard 
poultry production and 
management with special 
reference to Kadaknath. 
The programme conclud-
ed with distribution of 
450 nos of 2-month old 
Kadaknath chicks cover-
ing 56 households.

NTPC has halved power 
supply to city: Jain

New Delhi, Oct 11 
(PTI): The Delhi govern-
ment has to depend on 
costly gas- based power 
as well as spot purchase 
at high market rate as the 
NTPC has halved power 
supply to the city from 
the usual 4000 MW, Delhi 
Power Minister Satyen-
dar Jain said on Monday.

Most of the Na-
tional Thermal Power 
C o r p o r a t i o n ( N T P C ) 
plants are running at 55 
percent capacity as their 
coal stocks are enough 
for one-two days, he 
claimed.

Delhi purchases most 
of its power from NTPC 
but supply has been 
halved, Jain told report-
ers. "NTPC which sup-

plies us 4000 MW power 
has reduced it to half 
currently. This has led us 
to generation of power 
through gas that costs Rs 
17.25 per unit," he said.

Delhi has three gas-
based plants with a total 
capacity of 1900 MW, he 
said.

"The Centre has ter-
minated the quota of 
cheap gas. We have to 
purchase it and the gen-
eration cost is Rs 17.50 
which is not sustainable. 
Also, we have to resort to 
spot purchase of power 
due to the crisis at a high 
rate of Rs 20 per unit," 
said the Power minister.

Jain said the Centre 
should accept that coal 
crisis and address it in-

stead of getting in denial 
mode.

Chief ministers of 
many states including 
Yogi Adityanath of Uttar 
Pradesh have written to 
the prime minister on 
the issue.

Punjab is also facing 
power cuts, Jain added.

Several states have 
warned of a power out-
age in the wake of a se-
vere coal shortage, but 
the coal ministry has as-
serted that sufficient dry 
fuel is available in the 
country to meet the de-
mand of electricity gen-
erating plants and has 
dismissed as "entirely 
misplaced" any fear of 
disruption in power 
supply.

Lakhimpur violence: Ashish Mishra 
sent to 3-day police custody

Lakhimpur Kheri (UP), Oct 11 
(PTI): The Uttar Pradesh Police on 
Monday got three-day remand of Union 
minister Ajay Mishra's son Ashish in 
the Lakhimpur Kheri violence case.

Eight people, including four farm-
ers, were killed in the violence on Oc-
tober 3.

"Police had demanded a 14-day re-
mand of Ashish. They have got three-
day remand from October 12 to 15," se-
nior prosecution officer (SPO) SP Yadav 
told reporters. The remand will end on 
October 15 morning.

The police remand was granted by 
Chief Judicial Magistrate Chintaram, 
with the condition that Ashish Mishra 
will not be harassed and his lawyer will 
remain present during interrogation, 
Yadav said.

Earlier, a court had sent Ashish 
Mishra to 14-day judicial custody.

Ashish was arrested on Saturday 
night after around 12 hours of ques-
tioning in connection with the Lakhim-
pur violence.

Mishra was named in an FIR follow-
ing allegations that he was in one of the 
vehicles that mowed down four farm-
ers protesting over UP Deputy Chief 
Minister Keshav Prasad Maurya's visit 
last Sunday.

While farmer leaders and oppo-
sition parties had been demanding 
Mishra's arrest, the minister and his 
son had denied the allegations.

Two BJP workers and their driver 
were allegedly lynched by angry farm-
ers in the violence. Local journalist Ra-
man Kashyap also died.

Aged around 35, Ashish Mishra, 
alias Monu, looks after political activi-
ties of his father in his Kheri parliamen-
tary constituency and was also vying 
for party ticket from the Nighasan seat 
to contest the upcoming UP Assembly 
polls.

The Supreme Court had on Friday 
questioned the non-arrest of the ac-
cused, directing preservation of evi-
dence and mulled over transferring the 
probe to another agency.

The Samyukta Kisan Morcha (SKM), 
which is spearheading the agitation 
against the Centre's three farm laws, 
had alleged that the violence was held 
under a pre-planned conspiracy and 
demanded the arrest of the minister 
and his son.

An "antim ardas" (final prayer) for 
the dead farmers will held on Tuesday 
at Lakhimpur Kheri's Tikonia village.

The SKM has also given a call for a 
"rail roko" protest across the country 
from 10 am to 4 pm on October 18 and 
a "mahapanchayat" in Lucknow on Oc-
tober 26.

Ajay Mishra should be "dismissed" 
from the cabinet and arrested on charg-
es of spreading disharmony, murder 
and conspiracy, opposition Congress, 
SP and the SKM are demanding.

About 25L people in 
Telangana did not take 2nd 

COVID vaccine dose even 
after due date: official

Hyderabad, Oct 11 (PTI): 
About 25 lakh people in 
Telangana have not taken 
the second dose of their 
COVID-19 vaccine even 
after the due date and 
they should take the shot 
without delay, a health 
official said on Monday.

State Director of Pub-
lic Health G Srinivasa 
Rao, who stressed on 
strictly following COVID-
appropriate behaviour 
during the ongoing fes-
tive season to prevent a 
rise in cases, said about 
72 per cent of the eligible 
population in the state 
have received at least one 
dose.

"The vaccination tar-
get in the population, 
those above 18 years of 
age in the state, is 2.72 
crore. Already, 2.01 crore 
have been given at least 
one dose of vaccine. That 
is 72 per cent in our pop-
ulation have been admin-
istered one dose of vac-
cine. At least 38 per cent 
of those who have got 
first dose have received 
second dose," he told re-
porters here.

As per the the spe-
cial vaccination drive 
launched on September 
16, about three to 3.50 

lakh people are being 
vaccinated daily, he said.

The COVID-19 vac-
cination report said, as 
of 9 PM on September 
9, 2,00,75,763 have re-
ceived one dose, while 
77,31,452 second dose.

"...as per our infor-
mation, 25 lakh people 
in the state have not 
taken the second dose 
even after the due date. 
These 25 lakh people 
should take the vaccine. 
Because, we can get full 
protection only after tak-
ing two doses," he said.

The special inocula-
tion drive is being con-
ducted to cover those 
who have not taken the 
second dose and also for 
those who have not yet 
received their first dose.

The vaccines are be-
ing administered village-
wise by involving Accred-
ited Social Health Activ-
ists (ASHA), panchayat 
raj and municipal admin-
istration departments 
and others, he said.

As of Monday, about 
30 lakh doses of vaccine 
are available in the state 
and the Centre is supplying 
vaccine doses as sought by 
the state government from 
time to time. 
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Cleanliness drive by 
Printing & Stationery Dept

Gangtok, 11 Oct(IPR): Printing & 
Stationery Department, Government 
of Sikkim, organised a cleanliness 
drive under "Clean India" campaign 
at the office premises today.

The cleanliness drive had 
the presence and participa-
tion of DuboTshering Bhutia, 
Advisor, Printing & Stationary 
Department, Inchung Bhutia, 

Advisor, Food & Civil Supplies 
Department, A.B Gurung, Di-
rector, Printing & Stationery 
Department,  Chopel Lepcha, 
Director Printing & Stationery 

Department, and officers and 
staff of the Department.

The drive was part of the 
state-wide programme under 
"Clean India" campaign.

DLSA spreads legal awareness 
on Int’l Day of Girl Child

Gangtok, 11 Oct [IPR]: 
The District Legal Servic-
es Authority, (DLSA) East 
and Taluk Legal Services 
Committee, (East) in co-
ordination with Sikkim 
SLSA under the aegis of 
NALSA organized a legal 
awareness programme 
on the occasion of Inter-
national Day of Girl Child 
today at Kyongnosla 
Gram Panchayat Unit, 7th 
Mile, East Sikkim.

Judicial Magistrate 
cum Civil Judge, East 
cum Secretary, DLSA, 
East ,ZamyangChoden 
Bhutia attended the oc-
casion along with Kama-
la Giri, Panel Advocate, 
Sikkim SLSA cum Legal 
Retainer, DLSA, East.

The programme was 
attended by Panchayat 
President of Kyongno-
sla GPU, I.K. Rasaily along 
with vice-president and 
all the ward Panchayat 
members.

The resource per-
son, Kamala Giri spoke 
on various topics such 
as Child Rights, Juvenile 
Justice Act, Guardian & 
Wards Act, Child Mar-
riage Act. She apprised 
the gathering about vari-
ous functions of Child 
Welfare Committees 
(CWCs) and Child Care 
Institutions (CCIs).

Secretary, DLSA, East, 
highlighted on the im-
portance of Legal aware-
ness programme which 

is being conducted under 
the banner of “Pan India 
Awareness and Outreach 
Porgramme” as a part of 
“AzadikaAmritMahotsav” 
and stressed on various 
important topics such 
as POCSO Act, SADA and 
rights for women. She 
also apprised the gather-
ing to take the benefits of 
free legal aid services.

The programme end-
ed with an interactive 
session followed by vote 
of thanks proposed by 
the Respected Panchayat 
President.

Thereafter, refresh-
ments and pamphlets 
were distributed to the 
participants present for 
the said programme.

Neymar says World 
Cup in Qatar may be 

his last for Brazil

Panama wins qualifier 1-0 as 
Berhalter shuffles US lineup

Sydney opens to vaccinated after 
100-plus days of lockdown

Malayalam film actor Nedumudi Venu dies at 73
Thiruvananthapuram, 
Oct 11 (PTI): Noted 
Malayalam film actor 
NedumudiVenu died at a 
private hospital here on 
Monday, film industry 
sources said.

His end came this af-

ternoon while undergo-
ing treatment for stom-
ach related ailments, 
they said.

He was 73.
Beginning his career 

as a theatre artiste, he 
entered the Malayalam 

movie world in 1978 
through G Aravindan's 
movie "Thambu."

The actor handled 
many versatile roles in 
Malayalam movies in his 
over 40 year long film 
career.

CANBERRA, Australia 
(AP): Sydney hairdress-
ers, gyms, cafés and bars 
reopened to fully vac-
cinated customers on 
Monday for the first time 
in more than 100 days 
after Australia’s largest 
city achieved a vaccina-
tion benchmark.

Sydney planned to 
reopen on the Monday 
after 70% of the New 
South Wales state popu-
lation aged 16 and older 
were fully vaccinated.

By Monday, 73.5% 
of the target population 
was fully vaccinated and 
more than 90% have re-
ceived at least one dose.

Some businesses 
opened at midnight due 
to demand from people 
impatient to enjoy their 
freedom.

More pandemic re-
strictions will be re-
moved at the 80% bench-
mark, and New South 
Wales residents will be 
free to travel overseas for 
the first time since March 
last year.

New South Wales 
reported 496 new infec-
tions in the latest 24-
hour period and eight 
COVID-19 deaths.

The infection rate will 
rise as Sydney residents 
return to work and be-
come more mobile.

New South Wales 
Premier Dominic Per-
rottet said the infection 
rate and numbers of CO-
VID-19 patients being 
admitted to hospitals 
were lower than model-
ing had predicted.

“So that’s positive 
and gives hope and con-
fidence as we open up in 
a measured way we’re in 
a very good position to 
keep people safe,” Per-
rottet said.

“There’s still restric-
tions in place. It’s not a 
free for all. It is opening 
up in a measured way 
and if everyone can look 
after each other and 
respect each other, we 
can get people back into 
work, we can get busi-
nesses open, while at the 
same time keeping peo-
ple safe,” he added.

While Sydney infections 
have been trending down 
in recent weeks, they have 
yet to peak in Melbourne, 
Australia’s second-most 
populous city.

Victoria state, which 
includes Melbourne, re-

ported 1,612 new infec-
tions on Monday and 
eight deaths.

Sydney’s lockdown 
began on June 26 and 
the outbreak of the delta 
variant spread from Syd-
ney to Melbourne, which 
has been locked down 
since Aug. 5, and the na-
tional capital Canberra, 
which has been locked 
down since Aug. 12.

Most of the rest of 
Australia is largely free of 
COVID-19, although au-
thorities warn that delta 
cannot be kept out of any 
state or territory.

The Australian Capi-
tal Territory, which in-
cludes Canberra and two 
villages, and New South 
Wales are the only parts 
of the country to achieve 
the 70% benchmark. 
Canberra will reduce 
pandemic restrictions on 
Friday. More than 95% 
of the target population 
has had at least one dose 
and 72.8% are fully vac-
cinated.

Victoria remains a 
week or two behind. In 
Victoria, 85.5% has had 
a least one vaccine dose 
and 58.6% are fully vac-
cinated.

SAO PAULO (AP): Brazil 
star Neymar says next 
year’s World Cup in Qa-
tar could be the last of his 
career.

The comments by the 
29-year-old striker were 
made in the documen-
tary “Neymar&The Line 
Of Kings,” produced by 
DAZN. An excerpt was 
published on the chan-
nel’s Twitter feed on Sun-
day.

“Man, I think it will 
be my last World Cup,” 
Neymar said. “I am fac-
ing it like the last World 
Cup because I don’t know 
whether I will be able to, 
mentally, to endure more 
soccer.”

“I will do everything 
possible to get there very 
well,” he added. “I will do 
all I can to win it with 
my country and real-
ize my dream, the big-
gest since my boyhood.” 
Neymar played in Brazil’s 
0-0 draw at Colombia 
later Sunday in a World 
Cup qualifying match. 
The Seleção leads the 10-
team round robin compe-
tition with 28 points after 
10 games. Neymar missed 
last week’s 3-1 win at Ven-
ezuela because of suspen-
sion.

Brazil coach Tite was 
asked about Neymar’s 
below-par performance, 
which included 17 missed 
passes and 30 losses of 
possession.

“He is an exceptional 
player because he makes 
exceptional plays, he does 
it exceptionally and not 
ordinarily,” Brazil’s coach 
said. “He is a special play-
er, we know it. And he was 
also well marked, some-
times by two players.”

The match in Barran-
quilla marked Neymar’s 
first international match 
since the 2-0 win against 
Peru on Sept. 10, in which 
he turned in a key Brazil 
performance with an as-
sist and a goal. Despite 
his efforts, Neymar made 
clear after the match that 
he is upset with the treat-
ment he gets at home.

“I don’t know what else 
I need to do with this shirt 
for people to respect Ney-
mar,” he said. Local media 
accused the striker of be-
ing out of shape in the 1-0 
win at Chile earlier in Sep-
tember, which prompted 
the striker to walk around 
shirtless during training in 
a bid to demonstrate his 
fitness.

Against Peru, Ney-
mar overtook Romário as 
Brazil’s top goal scorer in 
World Cup qualifiers, with 
12 goals. He is also ap-
proaching Pelé’s record of 
77 official goals for Brazil. 
The Paris Saint-Germain 
striker has scored 69 
times for Brazil.

Neymar has so far 
played at two World Cups. 
In 2014, he picked up a 
back injury in the quar-
terfinals against Colombia, 
which stopped him from 
playing in the shocking 
7-1 semifinal loss to Ger-
many.

In the most recent edi-
tion of the tournament, 
Neymar had just returned 
from a serious foot injury 
and turned in an unim-
pressive performance in 
Brazil’s 2-1 quarterfinals 
defeat to Belgium. He left 
Russia 2018 amid heavy 
criticism for his apparent-
ly exaggerated reaction to 
being fouled. 

PANAMA CITY, Pana-
ma (AP): Kellyn Acosta 
walked off with his head 
bandaged, Matt Turner 
juggled multiple balls 
that were tossed in dur-
ing the final few min-
utes, when security twice 
chased fans off the field.

On a humid night 
in Central America, the 
United States wilted 
from the opening whistle 
and lost to Panama for 
the first time in a World 
Cup qualifier, a 1-0 defeat 
Sunday night

“We’re going to look 
back at this and be frus-
trated,” Turner said. 
“Physically the intensity 
wasn’t there. They got 
a huge boost from their 
home crowd and we 
didn’t match and exceed 
that.”

Positioned at the 
near post, Aníbal Godoy 
headed Éric Davis’ 54th-
minute corner kick past 
Turner, the ball taking a 
slight deflection off Gya-
siZardes as it went in to-
ward the far post.

U.S. coach Gregg Ber-
halter changed seven 
starters from Thursday’s 
2-0 home win over Ja-
maica, leaving a lineup 
already missing injured 
Christian Pulisic, Gio 
Reyna and Weston McK-
ennie having to go with-
out Brenden Aaronson 
and Tyler Adams during 
the first half. In addi-
tion, Antonee Robinson 
remained in the U.S. due 
to British COVID restric-
tions that would have 
impacted him upon his 
return to the UK.

Zardes, Acosta, Sebas-
tian Lletget, Tim Weah, 
Shaq Moore, Mark McK-
enzie and George Bello 
joined four holdovers: 
Turner, Walker Zimmer-
man, YunusMusah and 
Paul Arriola.

“In the first half, it 
was probably a little bit 
of a lack of energy and 
competitiveness,” Adams 
said.

Panama outshot the 
U.S. 8-5, including a 4-0 
advantage in shots on 
target, and ended a 13-

game unbeaten streak 
for the Americans that 
included 11 wins. Quite 
a turnaround for a nation 
that had one win and 16 
defeats in 23 previous 
games against the U.S., 
including no wins and 
six defeats in eight quali-
fiers.

“Our distances were 
too far. We didn’t have 
that pop. We didn’t have 
the legs that we needed,” 
Berhalter said. “We were 
poor. We were really 
poor with our passing 
and some of our move-
ment.”

Berhalter took into 
account which players 
he wanted to be fresh for 
Wednesday night’s quali-
fier against Costa Rica 
in Columbus, Ohio, the 
third match in a seven-
day span under a sched-
ule revamped due to the 
pandemic.

“Now it obviously 
doesn’t look like the best 
choice,” Berhalter said. 
“We know we’re play-
ing in extreme heat, ex-
treme humidity, we’re 
know traveling for 4 1/2 
hours, and we know that 
we have another game 
on Wednesday and we 
wanted to rotate players. 
And if it didn’t work, then 
it’s on me, and it’s my 
responsibility, or our re-
sponsility as a staff.”

Adams and Aaronson 
entered at the start of the 
second half, Ricardo Pepi 
in the 67th and DeAn-
dreYedlin and CristianR-
oldan in the 68th.

During the final hec-
tic minutes, the game 
was interrupted twice 
when fans ran onto the 
field. Ball boys at times 
threw multiple balls onto 
the field after one went 
out of bounds.

“I had like two or 
three,” Turner said. “I was 
just trying to get them 
off the field as quickly as 
I could. I didn’t want the 
game to stop anymore. 
People running on the 
field — the ball boys 
were throwing, kicking 
the balls onto the field 
as high as they could. 

And I was just trying to 
keep the chaos off the 
field as much as I could 
and keep our momentum 
going.”

The match was played 
on the fourth anniversary 
of the 2-1 loss at Trinidad 
that ended a streak of 
seven World Cup appear-
ances for the U.S., a de-
feat that enabled Panama 
to reach the World Cup 
for the first time.

The U.S. once again 
went on the road to an 
antiquated stadium, al-
lowed because FIFA and 
CONCACAF refuse re-
sponsibility for mandat-
ing standards anything 
close to what leading 
European and American 
clubs maintain.

During the Panam-
ian national anthem, fans 
raised a large banner 
that read: “Nuncadehe de 
creer ... nuncetredejare 
de apoyar (I never stop 
believing ... I’ll never stop 
supporting).”

Through five of 14 
matches, Mexico leads 
with 11 points following 
a 3-0 win over visiting 
Honduras, and the U.S. is 
second with eight, ahead 
of Panama on goal differ-
ence. Canada has seven 
after a 0-0 draw at Jamai-
ca, and Costa Rica has six 
following a 2-1 victory 
at El Salvador, which has 
five. Honduras trails with 
three and Jamaica two.

The top three nations 
qualify, and the No. 4 
team advances to a play-
off.

“The good thing,” Ber-
halter said, “is we’re still 
in second place.”

Notes: Mexico got 
goals from SebastiánCór-
dova in the 18th, Rogelio 
Funes Mori in the 76th 
and Hirving Lozano in the 
90th; Maynor Figueroa 
of Honduras was given a 
red card in the 50th for 
a tackle on Raúl Jiménez. 
... Costa Rica rallied on 
Bryan Ruiz’s goal in the 
52nd and Celso Borges’ 
penalty kick in the 58th 
after JairoHenríquez put 
the visitors ahead in the 
12th.
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WRITE US: 
Readers are invited to comment on, criticise, run 
down, even appreciate if they like something in 
this paper. Letters carrying abusive/ indecorous 
language and personal attacks, except when 
against people responsible in this newspaper 
(who are fair game), will have to be ignored. 
Letters which carry forward a conversation or 
initiate a dialogue will command immediate 
attention and receive prominence.  Mail us at: 
news@summittimes.com

The NE Club
An idea whose time has come

People of the North-East are seen as one group by the 
mainland. Of course, this grouping-together is not po-

litical or issue-based, but results from profiling as “chin-
kis”. And while we rant often about this “racial” attitude, 
we continually fail to leverage this recognition of people 
from the region as one group to secure better privileges 
for the states of the North-East. Efforts have been made in 
the past to find common ground to engage with Delhi, but 
these have too half-hearted and half-baked and have thus 
failed to deliver anything of any consequence.

The region continues to ignore a huge opportunity 
by failing to unite at least for some common causes. The 
region has had the North East Council since 1971 and 
a full-fledged Department for Development of North 
East Region as well, and even as these institutions have 
brought funds and infrastructure to the NE, the paro-
chial suspicions of the member states have somehow 
held the region back from developing together and 
pursuing larger goals. One could blame petty politics 
for this lack of cohesion, but the differences obviously 
run much deeper than that. This, however, should not 
mean that the NE cannot cobble together a common 
minimum programme, a set of unanimously endorsed 
agenda points that the region can pursue with New 
Delhi. In this regard, Sikkim, the state initially seen as 
an aberration in the NEC in that it was not contiguous 
to any North East State, could play a major role. Since 
Sikkim does not have any shared ‘history’ with the rest 
of the NE states, it does not even have any points of con-
flict with any of them either. It is also a very small state, 
so it is not even in any serious contention for larger 
shares of NE funds. It is thus ideally positioned as the 
mediator to bring the region to collaborate more ef-
fectively. And this was even attempted some years ago 
when the North East Members of Parliament Forum 
met in Gangtok and passed a set of around a dozen res-
olutions on matters of common concern. The NEMPF 
had been around for a while before that meeting, but 
the Gangtok meet was perhaps for the first time that 
they formalised a common cause and agreed to pres-
ent a united lobby in New Delhi to get the region heard 
in Parliament. The fact that the Members of Parliament 
were meeting on the neutral ground of Sikkim must 
have facilitated a more intense exchange of ideas and 
aspirations. But that was all that was achieved and the 
initiative lost momentum from thereon. 

May be some MPs should have taken a more proac-
tive role to keep the club together and then the initia-
tive might have grown in strength. The Gangtok meet 
of 2010 was after all only the first such meeting and if 
the resolutions adopted then had been pursued in one 
northeastern voice in New Delhi, a strong lobby would 
have been created. The eight states send 37 MPs to the 
Parliament, including, until Modi happened, had even 
the Prime Minister elected to the Rajya Sabha from here. 
In the fractured mandates of the recent times (save the 
2019 BJP sweep), this is a strong presence. Mamata’s TMC 
has only 22 MPs, CPI-M 3, Congress 52, AAP 1, Akali Dal 
2 and DMK 24, and look at the kind of muscle they com-
mand in Parliament despite the record-shattering 274 
MPs that wear the BJP colours in the Parliament. Granted, 
the MPs from the North East belong to different parties 
and espouse conflicting ideologies, but if they could agree 
on a common set of goals for the region and formalize an 
action plan on how to raise it in Delhi, the Centre will be 
forced to listen. These issues have to be about more than 
more funds and investments, they have to be about en-
suring more participation in the planning process. The 
region also has a common complaint against the main-
stream media and its ignorance of the region. When 37 
MPs speak together and do so often enough, even the 
mainstream media will be forced to sit up and pay atten-
tion, it will be forced to learn about the region as well. And 
then there is the tiresome charade of lip-service paid to 
the region as the gateway to southeast Asia, and in Sik-
kim’s case, to Tibet. Nothing substantial has come of it 
because thus far the interest has remained limited to indi-
vidual states. Should the gateway actually open, at a scale 
more effective than Nathula, the entire region will benefit, 
but that can happen only if the people of the northeast 
are taken into confidence in the decision making pro-
cess. A united body of 37 MPs can ensure that. But they 
have make a concerted effort first. Should such a col-
laboration be practiced often enough, even the inter-
state issues that trouble the region could at least get 
discussed in a language more civilized than blockades 
and staredowns…

Five things people get wrong 
about standard English

don’t wear earphones all day – your ears need to breathe
CHARLOTTE PHELPS & 
CHRISTIAN MORO
theconversation.com

Wireless earphone sales are 
booming, with Apple alone 

selling an estimated 100 million sets 
of AirPods in 2020. Being untethered 
from our phones or devices means 
we are likely to wear earphones for 
longer periods.

As a result, you might notice your 
ears feeling more sticky or waxy. Is 
this common? And what happens to 
our ears when we wear earphones?

Although wireless earphones are 
fairly new to the market, there is a 
large amount of research investigat-
ing the long-term use of hearing aids, 
which in many cases, have a similar 
mechanism. From this research, it ap-
pears prolonged use of in-ear devices 
can cause problems with earwax.

WHAT DOES EARWAX DO?
The production of earwax (also 

known as cerumen) is a normal 
process in humans and many other 
mammals. There should always be a 
thin coating of wax near the opening 
of the ear canal.

This wax is a waterproof and pro-
tective secretion. This acts to moisten 
the skin of the external ear canal and 
works as a protective mechanism to 
prevent infection, providing a barrier 
for insects, bacteria, and water. Wet 
earwax is brown and sticky, whereas 
the dry type is more of a white colour.

In fact, earwax is such a great bar-
rier, in the 1800s there were reports 
of it being used as an effective balm 
for chapped lips!

Earwax is a naturally occurring 
substance produced in the external 
portion of the ear canal. It is created 
by the secretions of oil glands and 
sweat glands released by the hair fol-
licles, which then traps dust, bacte-
ria, fungi, hairs and dead skin cells to 
form the wax.

The external ear canal can be 
thought of as an escalator system, 
with the wax always moving towards 
the outside, preventing the ears from 
becoming filled with dead skin cells.

This migration of earwax is also 
aided by natural jaw movements. 
Once the earwax reaches the end of 
the ear, it simply falls out.

HOW EARPHONES MIGHT AF-
FECT THIS SYSTEM

The ear is self-cleaning and best 
performs its function without in-
terruption. However, anything that 
blocks the normal progression of ear-
wax moving outside can cause issues. 

Normal use of in-ear devices don’t 
often cause a problem. But prolonged 
earphone use, such as if you leave 
them in all day, could:

- compress the earwax, mak-
ing it less fluid and harder for the 
body to naturally expel

- compact the earwax to the 
extent the body induces inflamma-
tion. This results in white blood cells 

migrating to the area, increasing the 
number of cells in the blockage

- impact air flow and stop wet 
earwax drying out. When earwax re-
tains its stickiness for prolonged pe-
riods of time, it encourages build-up

- trap sweat and moisture in 
the ears, making them more prone to 
bacterial and fungal infections

- create a barrier to the ear-
wax’s natural expulsion, which ends 
up stimulating the secretory glands 
and increasing earwax production

- reduce overall ear hygeine, 
if the pads of the earbuds are not 
cleaned properly, or contaminated 
with bacteria or infectious agents

- damage your hearing if the 
volume is set too high.

If the build-up accumulates, ex-
cessive earwax can cause hearing 
problems, along with other symp-
toms such as pain, dizziness, tinnitus, 
itching, and vertigo.

If you need to listen for a pro-
longed period of time, using over-ear 
headphones may help a little. These 
offer a small amount of extra airflow 
compared to the in-ear earphones 
and earbuds. However, this is not as 
good as leaving the ears open to the 
outside air, and an accumulation of 
earwax can still occur.

As they sit outside the ear canal, 
over-ear headphones are also less 
likely to cause any earwax compac-
tion, or introduce bacteria or patho-
gens to the ear canal. 

NOTHING SMALLER THAN YOUR 
ELBOW

In most cases, the best way to 
control earwax is to leave it alone. 
It is not recommended to use cotton 
buds frequently, as this can force ear-
wax back into the ear canal. The long-
standing advice is not to put anything 
smaller than your elbow in your ear 
– in other words, don’t put anything 
in there!

Some traditional methods, such 
as olive oil drops or ear candles, may 
also have adverse effects and are not 
helpful.

If you have ear wax or related 
hearing concerns, your family doc-
tor will have a range of treatment 
options to assist, and can also direct 
you to the correct health service if it 
requires longer-term management. 

Initially, they will look into your 
ear with a special instrument (oto-
scope) and see the extent of any 
blockage or dysfunction.

In the meantime, the ear has a 
wonderful process of self-cleaning, 
and we should do our best to let this 
occur naturally. In most cases ear-
phones are fine, but it might still be 
helpful to stay aware of how long 
you spend wearing them. Finally, be 
sure to always keep the volume at 
safe levels.

[Charlotte Phelps is PhD Student, 
Bond University; Christian Moro 
is Associate Professor of Science 

& Medicine, Bond University]

WILLEM HOLLMANN
theconversation.com

When I recently explained why teaching gram-
mar in primary school still matters, Radio 4’s 

Today programme invited me to debate the impor-
tance of standard English. My opponent was Nevile 
Gwynne, a British private tutor, author and, as pre-
senter Nick Robinson put it, a “stickler for the right 
sort of grammar”.

Robinson asked that I explain my position, 
which is as follows: standard English should not 
be presented in the national curriculum as the only 
correct form, but as what it is, which is the socially 
most prestigious form. Saying it is the only correct 
way to speak puts those children who don’t speak 
that way from birth at a disadvantage.

How so? Well, if your teacher tells you that “I 
was going to the shops” is the only correct way to 
say it, and if that’s how you’ve always said it, you’re 
going to have an easier time than another child 
who, at home, has always said, “I were going to the 
shops”, and has to change the way they speak when 
they get to school.

“Does it really matter,” Robinson asked Gwyn-
ne, “if I say, ‘I were going to the shops’?”

It absolutely does, came Gwynne’s reply. “If you 
say, ‘I were’, you’re just not thinking straight”.

This position is as absurd as it is misguided. 
It implies that the 85% to 88% of the UK popula-
tion that speak non-standard forms of English, not 
to mention the many millions of people elsewhere 
in the world who speak non-standard varieties of 
English, cannot think clearly.

And that’s before you dig into the history of the 
language. Is that really a claim anyone wants to lev-
el against, well, every English speaker before 1400, 
which is when what we now think of as standard 
English in Britain first emerged?

The op-eds that have since followed go further 
in demonstrating the widespread misunderstand-
ings of what standard English is. Here then, a de-
bunking of the five major myths.

1. GRAMMAR AND STANDARD ENGLISH GRAM-

MAR ARE THE SAME THING
Despite what some would argue, it is not con-

tradictory to advocate for grammar to be taught 
and for standard English to be presented simply as 
one variety.

It is just as valid to tell a child that “were” in the 
non-standard clause “I were” is a verb, as it is to 
point to “was” in the standard clause “I was”. Both 
observations will help the child learn what a verb 
is, as opposed to a noun.

Discussing non-standard forms non-judgmen-
tally may also help many children and parents feel 
less intimidated in and around school. Teachers 
might explore instances of non-standard conjuga-
tion. They might explain, for example, that some 
speakers in Lancashire use “were” instead of “was”, 
while others actually say “was” instead of “were”. 
The key here is for the teacher not to label Lan-
cashire (or any other variety) as wrong but simply 
as a different dialect.

2. THERE IS ONLY ONE STANDARD ENGLISH
English is a global language. And precisely be-

cause of this worldwide spread, there are several, 
different standard forms, including standard Scot-
tish, Australian and American English.

A New Yorker, for example, who moves to Lon-
don may well say “gotten” instead of the English 
Standard English “got”. The notion that there is a 
single, monolithic standard English – be that across 
the world, in the UK or in England – is a fiction.

Standard English is best characterised as the 
most prestigious dialect in those countries where 
it is spoken as a first language. It is highly codified 
in grammar books and dictionaries and used espe-
cially in formal writing.

Unlike regional dialects, it is not tied to a par-
ticular part of the country but rather to a segment 
– the upper segment – of the social scale. Much like 
other dialects, though, it continues to change. 

3. STANDARD ENGLISH AND RECEIVED PRO-
NUNCIATION ARE THE SAME THING

Standard English is not about speaking in a 
posh accent. Linguists concur that anyone who 
speaks in the accent known as received pronuncia-

tion (RP) will also use the words and grammar that 
make up standard English. However, not all speak-
ers of standard English have the same accent.

Of the UK population, only 3% speak in RP, 
whereas standard English is the home dialect of 12 
to 15%. The expressions “I was” and “I were” do 
not represent variation in terms of accent but be-
tween standard and non-standard English.

4. STANDARD ENGLISH IS THE ONLY VARIETY 
WITH CLEAR RULES

Some critics defend standard English by stat-
ing, essentially, that its rules are crucial for people 
to understand each other. However, non-standard 
varieties of the English language also have gram-
matical rules.

I have written about Lancashire speakers who 
say “I gave it him” rather than “I gave him it” or “I 
gave it to him”. For them, that’s a rule. Following it 
does not lead to a lack of clarity.

In fact, non-standard varieties can provide 
greater clarity. Take the word “you”. English used 
to differentiate between “thou”, to address one per-
son, and “you”, for talking to two or more. Modern 
versions of numerous other languages, including 
French, Polish and Punjabi, still make this distinc-
tion. Standard English, by contrast, only has “you”, 
which is ambiguous. Many non-standard varieties 
are clearer: they have plural forms such as “yous”, 
“y’all” or “yins”.

5. YOU NEED STANDARD ENGLISH IN ORDER 
TO THINK STRAIGHT

Elitist and classist, this fifth myth around stan-
dard English perfectly encapsulates why treating 
all dialects non-judgmentally is vital. It is impor-
tant that it be taught as part of the national cur-
riculum, particularly for use in formal writing. But 
many educational linguists agree that presenting it 
as the only correct way – and by extension, telling 
a child they speak in an incorrect or wrong way – is 
humiliating. It can discourage them from engaging 
fully in education. And that can only ever harm both 
the individuals concerned and society at large.

[the writer is Professor of 
Linguistics, Lancaster University]
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NeighbourhoodWATCH

Andaman & Nicobar reports 
one new COVID-19 case

Bengal logs 760 fresh COVID-19 
cases, 11 more fatalities

Class 9 student raped 
in UP's Muzaffarnagar

Downpour brings winter 
chill in Kashmir

Ladakh reports 
three new 
COVID-19 cases
Leh, Oct 11 (PTI):Ladakh 
recorded three fresh CO-
VID-19 cases, taking the 
tally to 20,852 while the 
active cases in the union 
territory dipped to 52, of-
ficials said.

Ladakh has regis-
tered 207 Covid-related 
deaths -- 149 in Leh and 
58 in Kargil -- since the 
outbreak of the pandem-
ic last year. Six patients of 
coronavirus were cured, 
taking the total recover-
ies to 20,592, they said.

All the fresh cases 
were reported in Leh, 
they said. 

Militant killed 
in encounter in 
J-K's Anantnag 
district
Srinagar, Oct 11 (PTI): 
A militant was killed and a 
policeman injured in an en-
counter in Jammu and Kash-
mir's Anantnag district on 
Monday, an official said.

Security forces had 
launched a cordon and 
search operation at Kha-
gund in the district's Ver-
inag area following infor-
mation about the pres-
ence of militants there, 
the police official said.

The search operation 
turned into an encounter 
after militants opened 
fire on security forces, 
who retaliated, he said.

The official said one 
militant has been killed 
while a policeman suf-
fered injuries. 

Odisha reports 448 new 
COVID cases, 6 more fatalities

Pondy posts 42 COVID-19 
cases, 2 deathsReined in by COVID, Puja 

vibes grip Guwahati
Guwahati, Oct 11 (PTI): 
With the festival spirit 
reined in to an extent 
by COVID protocols, As-
sam's largest city Gu-
wahati has got into the 
Durga Puja celebration 
mode, albeit a little belat-
edly this year.

The lights and glitz of 
previous years are miss-
ing, both due to govern-
ment restrictions as well 
as a sombre mood pre-
vailing due to the pan-
demic, but the religious 
zeal and spirit of enthu-
siasm heralding better 
days ahead has gripped 
the denizens.

COVID has been a 
dampener so far as the 
financial ramifications 
or outwardly glitz associ-
ated with Durga Puja is 
associated. Our budget 
which used to be around 
Rs 15 lakh every year 
has come down to Rs 4-5 
lakh this year, said Am-
itabhaChoudhury, execu-
tive member of the Ma-
ligaonKalibariDurga Puja 
Committee.

"But for the religious-
ly and spiritually in-
clined, the Puja is always 
about the rituals and tra-
ditions and there is no let 
up in their enthusiasm, 
he added.

Choudhury further 
said while people will 
come for the rituals, the 
pandal hoping in the late 
evening is likely to be re-
strained this year, with 
the government restric-
tions also a factor behind it.

The state government 
has already issued a set 
of guidelines for organ-
ising and visiting Puja 
mandaps, with curfew 

imposed from 10 pm till 
5 am and strict instruc-
tions to all local level 
authorities to implement 
the orders.

Moreover, all organ-
isers, volunteers and 
priests have to be vac-
cinated preferably with 
two doses but mandato-
rily with one dose of vac-
cine against COVID-19 
and they must get tested 
for COVID-19 before Puja 
starts (on Panchami 
day) and after immer-
sion (Ekadasi day).

Devotees attending 
the events shall be al-
lowed only after it is 
ensured that they have 
received at least one 
dose of vaccine, with 
exceptions allowed for 
those below the age of 
18.

The size of idols 
shall be limited in such 
a way that carrying 
the idols shall require 
a minimal number of 
people and immersion 

must be planned by the 
district administration 
in a staggered manner 
by allotting specific 
time to each of the Puja 
committee for immer-
sion.

Kanchan Pal, an idol 
maker based in the city, 
said the size of the idols, 
which used to go up to 
15-feet in his workshop, 
has come down to 5-7 
feet this year.

The number of or-
ders for idols has come 
down and even those 
that we have received, 
the size has been dras-
tically cut as funds are 
an issue with the Puja 
committees, he said.

The Puja festivities 
are expected to provide 
some succour from the 
gloom engulfing the 
people due to the pan-
demic, DebabrataDey, 
general secretary, 
American Colony Durga 
Puja Committee, said.

Though the pandemic 

is not over, there has been 
some relief with the vac-
cines. People are looking 
ahead to leave the con-
fines of their homes and 
this Durga Puja, they may 
use the opportunity for 
some merriment, he said.

Dey, however, added 
that no precaution can be 
eased and all government 
protocols, like wearing 
masks, using hand sa-
nitisers and maintaining 
physical distance, are be-
ing strictly followed by 
the committee.

The shopping spree 
for the Puja has also 
picked up in the city with 
people rushing to the 
stores for last minute 
purchases.

VineetGoel, who 
owns a garment shop in 
Ganeshguri area of the 
city, said, The shopping 
has picked up since last 
week. Initially there was 
a lull, but since last four-
five days, people are busy 
thronging the stores.

Rush of shoppers was 
also visible in all com-
mercial hubs of the city, 
including Fancy Bazaar 
and Maligaon, with the 
malls also drawing their 
share of crowds.

Many people have 
preferred to switch to 
online shopping to avoid 
the crowds as well as get 
a better margin.

Going out to the mar-
ket with a three-year-old 
kid is difficult during this 
pandemic. So, I decided 
to order online Puja 
clothes for my family as 
well as for gifts, Ritushn-
aBatsya said.

The pandemic may 
have stripped the Dur-
ga Puja celebrations of 
some of its glamour but 
the religious fervour 
continues to drive the 
devotees, while the fes-
tivities involved with 
the occasion continues 
to grip all sections, cut-
ting across religion or 
any social divide.

Bhubaneswar, Oct 11 
(PTI):Odisha on Mon-
day reported 448 new 
COVID-19 cases, 204 less 
than the previous day, 
with the tally rising to 
10,32,144, a health de-
partment official said.

The death toll rose to 
8,255 as six more people 
succumbed to the dis-
ease in the last 24 hours, 
he said.

The daily infection 
rate among people be-
low 18 years of age is 
at 13.16 per cent as the 
new patients include 59 
children and adolescents, 
the official said.

Of the fresh cases, 
259 were reported from 
quarantine centres and 
the remaining 189 de-
tected during contact 
tracing.

The number of single-
day COVID cases dropped 
below 500 after a gap of 
five days, he said.

Khurda district, 
which comprises the 
state capital Bhu-

baneswar, registered the 
highest number of new 
cases at 208, followed by 
Cuttack at 48.

Three districts-Kala-
handi, Kandhamal and 
Subarnapur - did not re-
port any new case in the 
last 24 hours, he said.

Two fresh fatalities 
each were recorded in 
Cuttack, Kendrapara and 
Khurda, the official said.

Fifty-three other CO-
VID-19 patients have so 
far died due to comor-
bidities.

Odisha now has 5,087 
active cases, while 438 
more people were cured 
of the disease since 
Sunday, taking the total 
number of recoveries to 
10,18,749.

The state government 
has asked authorities 
to take strict measures 
to contain the spread 
of the infection in Bhu-
baneswar as the city ac-
counted for about 40 per 
cent of the daily cases, 
Health Services Director 

BijayMohapatra said.
"As people are not fol-

lowing the COVID norms, 
the health department 
has asked the city au-
thorities to impose more 
restrictions in the state 
capital.

"The police commis-
sionerate has also been 
instructed to formulate 
action plans to ensure 
that there will be no large 
congregation of people at 
any place in the city," he 
said.

Of the 5,087 active 
cases in the state, 3,778 
are in the Bhubaneswar 
Municipal Corporation 
area, he said.

The state has thus far 
conducted over 2.07 
crore sample tests, in-
cluding 63,887 on Sun-
day, for COVID-19 and 
the overall positivity 
rate stands at 4.9 per 
cent.

Altogether 93,83,364 
people have so far re-
ceived both doses of the 
vaccines.

Port Blair, Oct 11 (PTI): 
Andaman and Nicobar Is-
lands reported one new 
COVID-19 case, two less 
than the previous day, 
pushing the tally in the 
union territory to 7,633, 
a health department of-
ficial said on Monday.

The new case was 
detected during contact 
tracing, he said.

The archipelago now 
has 10 active COVID-19 
cases and all the patients 
are in the South Anda-
man district. The other 
two districts - North and 
Middle Andaman and 
Nicobar - are COVID-19 

free, the official said.
Two more persons 

recuperated from CO-
VID-19, taking the total 
number of recoveries to 
7,494.

The coronavirus 
death toll remained at 
129 as no fresh fatality 
has been reported in the 
last 24 hours, he said.

The administration 
has so far tested 5,69,082 
samples for COVID-19 
and the cumulative 
test positivity rate is 
1.34 per cent. A total of 
4,56,241 beneficiaries 
have been inoculated so 
far, he added.

Kolkata, Oct 11 (PTI): 
West Bengal's COVID-19 tally 
rose to 15,76,337 on Sunday, 
as 760 more people tested 
positive for the virus, while 
11 fresh fatalities pushed the 
death toll to 18,905, a health 
bulletin said.

The state now has 
7,649 active cases, and 
15,49,783 people have 

recovered from the dis-
ease so far, including 734 
since Saturday, it said.

West Bengal has test-
ed a total of 1,85,07,359 
samples for COVID-19 
thus far.

Altogether, 6.41 crore 
people have been vac-
cinated in the state, offi-
cials said.

Muzaffarnagar (UP), 
Oct 11 (PTI): A class 
9 student was allegedly 
raped by her classmate's 
brother in a village here, 
police said on Monday.

The incident took 
place on Sunday when 
the 15-year-old girl 
had gone to her class-
mate's house in the vil-
lage, they said.

The accused had also 
recorded a video of the 
incident.

On the basis of a 
complaint lodged by 
the girl's family, a case 
was registered against 
the man under relevant 
sections of the IPC and 
efforts were underway 
to nab him, the police 
added.

schools in himachal pradesh 
reopen for class 8 students

Puducherry, Oct 11 
(PTI):Puducherry logged 
42 fresh cases of coro-
navirus during the last 
twenty-four hours end-
ing 10 a.m. on Monday 
raising the overall tally to 
1,27,095.

The new cases identi-
fied at the end of exami-
nation of 3,022 samples 
were spread over Pu-
ducherry 30, Karaikal 10 
and Mahe two.

Two more persons in 
the age group of 63 and 
75 succumbed to the in-

fection pushing the toll to 
1,848. Director of Health 
G Sriramulu said there 
were 639 active cases of 
whom 98 were in hospi-
tals and remaining 541 
were in home isolation.

He said 59 patients 
recovered and were 
discharged during last 
twenty-four hours from 
hospitals while over-
all recoveries were 
1,24,608.

The Director said the 
department of Health has 
tested so far 18.45 lakh 

samples and found that 
15.65 lakh out of them 
were negative.

The test positiv-
ity rate was 1.39 percent 
while fatality and recov-
ery rates were 1.45 per-
cent and 98.04 percent, 
respectively.

The Director said 
10,53,018 doses of vac-
cine have been admin-
istered so far against 
the pandemic and they 
comprised 7,06,567 first 
doses and 3,46,451 sec-
ond doses.

Srinagar, Oct 11 (PTI): 
Snow in upper reaches 
and rainfall in plains has 
brought the extended 
summer in Kashmir to 
an end as the mercury 
dropped several notches 
on Monday, officials said.

Snowfall was wit-
nessed at Affarwat in Gul-
marg tourist resort and 
other mountainous areas 
while rains lashed almost 
the entire Valley for sev-
eral hours since Sunday 
evening, they said.

The maximum tem-
perature recorded in Sri-
nagar on Sunday fell by 
over two degrees to set-

tle at 24.4 degrees Cel-
sius, while the minimum 
temperature on Sunday 
night was below 10 de-
grees Celsius.

The downpour has 
ended an extended sum-
mer which saw the maxi-
mum day temperature 
hover around 30 degrees 
Celsius till the start of Oc-
tober this year.

The weatherman has 
forecast the possibility 
of light rain in Kashmir 
over the next 24 hours 
with another western 
disturbance likely to hit 
the valley on October 16 
and 17.

Shimla, Oct 11 (PTI): 
Schools in Himachal 
Pradesh on Monday re-
sumed physical class-
room studies for class 
8 students, after a long 
hiatus due to the corona-
virus pandemic.

Earlier, schools had 
reopened for students of 
classes 9 to 12 from Sep-
tember 27.

The decision to open 
schools for classes 8 to 
12 was taken by the state 
government after taking 
into consideration the 
COVID-19 situation in Hi-
machal Pradesh and the 
positivity rate.

The education de-

partment is allowed to 
open schools from class 
8 onwards, on all work-
ing days, by following 
COVID-19 standard oper-
ating procedures (SOPs) 
and safety guidelines, ac-
cording to a government 
notification issued on 
October 8.

To ensure all SOPs, 
including staggering of 
students, are followed, 
principals and headmas-
ters are authorised to 
implement micro plans 
prepared by them for 
their respective school, 
according to availabil-
ity of accommodation, it 
said.
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Antetokounmpo makes 
preseason debut in Bucks win

MILWAUKEE (AP): Gianni-
sAntetokounmpo scored eight 
points in 17 minutes in his 
preseason debut for the de-
fending NBA champion Mil-
waukee Bucks, who had eight 
players score in double digits 
in a 130-110 victory against 
the Oklahoma Thunder on 
Sunday night.

The Bucks are being care-
ful with Antetokounmpo, who 
hyperextended his left knee 
in the Eastern Conference 
finals but returned for the 
NBA Finals. He was named 
Finals MVP after leading the 
Bucks to the title in six games 
against the Phoenix Suns.

“It feels good. I’m not go-
ing to lie. It feels good to be a 
part of the team, just go out 
there, run up and down, make 
some plays, just being around 
the team, being here at 
Fiserv,” said Antetokounmpo, 
who mentioned several times 
that the felt “rusty.”

Asked where he felt rusty, 
he said: “Everywhere. My legs, 
back, hands. But it’s OK. I’m 
getting back to it.”

The Bucks scored 48 
points in the first quarter and 
81 in the first half.

Khris Middleton (14 
points) and Jrue Holiday (11 
points) also made their pre-
season debuts for the Bucks.

“Everybody was motivat-
ed. Everybody was ready to 

go,” Antetokounmpo said. Jor-
dan Nwora led the Bucks with 
14 points and Elijah Bryant 
also scored 14.

Luguentz Dort scored 19 
for the Thunder.

SUNS 123, LAKERS 94
LOS ANGELES (AP): With 

LeBron James of the Lakers 
resting, the defending West-

ern Conference champion 
Suns ran past the Lakers 123-
94. Chris Paul scored 15 for 
the Suns while Landry Shamet 
had 13 and Javale McGee and 
Jalen Smith had 12 apiece.

Anthony Davis scored 19 
for the Lakers while Carmelo 
Anthony had 17.

Lakers coach Frank Vogel 

said James plans to play in the fi-
nal two exhibition games, against 
Golden State on Tuesday and at 
Sacramento on Thursday.

Devin Booker of the Suns 
sat out his third straight 
games as he works his way 
back from case of COVID-19, 
despite being vaccinated, and 
a busy summer that included 

going straight from the NBA 
Finals and the Suns’ six-game 
loss to Milwaukee to joining 
the U.S. Olympic team that 
won the gold medal.

SPURS 101, MAGIC 100
ORLANDO, Fla. (AP): De-

jounte Murray scored 18 
points on 8-for-12 shooting 
and Lonnie Walker IV scored 

16 and San Antonio held off a 
late Orlando flurry. The Spurs 
entered the fourth quarter 
with an 81-64 advantage and 
maintained the 17-point lead 
until R.J. Hampton’s tip-in 
with 7:24 left started a 13-0 
run for Orlando in just more 
than two minutes. Orlando’s 
Wendell Carter Jr. converted a 
3-point play to tie it at 98-all 
before Keita Bates-Diop made 
a 3-pointer with 1:02 left to 
seal it for San Antonio.

Keldon Johnson added 12 
points for the Spurs.

Terrence Ross scored 20 
points for Orlando, Mo Bam-
ba 16 with 10 rebounds and 
Carter 14 on 6-for-8 shooting.

BULLS 102, CAVALIERS 
101

CLEVELAND (AP): Demar-
DeRozan scored 23 points 
and Alize Johnson scored 14 
with 11 rebounds in Chicago’s 
win over Cleveland.

Devon Dotson hit a 3-point-
er to bring Chicago within 
99-98 with 1:20 left and Ayo 
Dosunmu made a layup to give 
the Bulls the lead for good. Fol-
lowing a Cavs turnover, Dosun-
mu hit a short shot to clinch it 
with 13.8 seconds left.

Zach Levine added 13 
points for the Bulls.

LauriMarkkanen scored 
18 for Cleveland, Evan Mob-
ley 15 and Jarrett Allen 12 on 
6-for-8 shooting.

Argentina wins; Brazil draws 
in World Cup qualifiers

Fernandez 
beats 9th 
seed to reach 
3rd round at 
Indian Wells
INDIAN WELLS, Calif 
(AP): Leylah Fernandez 
outlasted ninth-seeded 
Anastasia Pavlyuchen-
kova 5-7, 6-3, 6-4 to 
reach the third round of 
the BNP Paribas Open on 
Sunday night.

Fernandez, the U.S. 
Open runner-up, fought 
off a break point in the 
eighth game of the third 
set for a 5-3 lead. Pavly-
uchenkova held to trail 
5-4 before Fernandez 
served out the match in 
which she trailed a set 
and a break.

Fernandez is winning 
in doubles, too. She and 
partner Coco Gauff have 
reached the quarterfi-
nals.

IgaSwiatek routed 
25th-seeded Veroni-
kaKudermetova 6-1, 6-0. 
Swiatek has dropped just 
five games in two match-
es during her first visit 
to the combined ATP 
and WTA tour event. She 
needed just 54 minutes 
to get by Kudermetova 
on the first anniversary 
of the Polish player win-
ning the French Open.

Swiatek, seeded sec-
ond, won 28 of her 33 
service points, hit 19 
winners and made just 
seven unforced errors.

“I was just feeling 
pretty confident,” she 
said. “But basically, I 
wanted to make a gift for 
my psychologist because 
usually when I lose there 
is some drama, so let’s 
just say she has the day 
off today.”

Two-time major 
champion Murray beat 
18-year-old Carlos Al-
carez 5-7, 6-3, 6-2 to 
reach the third round for 
the first time since 2016. 
The 34-year-old Scots-
man got into the tourna-
ment as a wild card. Al-
carez hit 36 winners to 
18 for Murray.

“I felt like in the sec-
ond set he played maybe 
better,” Murray said. 
“First set I felt like I had 
more of the opportuni-
ties but didn’t get it so 
yeah, happy with the way 
I fought. He’s a top-draw-
er young player.”

AliaksandraSasnov-
ich continued her roll, 
beating 11th-seeded and 
2015 winner SimonaHa-
lep 7-5, 6-4. It was Sas-
novich’s second straight 
upset of a former major 
champion. She took out 
U.S. Open winner Emma 
Raducanu in her second 
match at Indian Wells. 
Sasnovich has won three 
straight main-draw 
matches for the first time 
since 2019.

Also advancing was 
No. 4 ElinaSvitolina, who 
beat 32nd-seeded Soran-
aCirstea 4-6, 6-4 7-6 (3). 
Americans Shelby Rogers 
and Jessica Pegula ad-
vanced to the round of 16 
with straight-set wins.

Also on the men’s 
side, No. 5 seed Mat-
teoBerrettini defeated 
Alejandro Tabilbo 6-5, 
7-5 in his opening match. 
He’ll next face 31st-seed-
ed Taylor Fritz, who beat 
Brandon Nakashima 6-3, 
6-4 in an all-American 
match-up.

Berrettini, who owns 
two titles this year, won 
for the first time in his 
third appearance at In-
dian Wells.

“I love the conditions 
here, the place, it’s amaz-
ing,” he said. “I didn’t 
know Alejandro that 
well.  

NASCAR needs to halt 
Elliott and Harvick spat

CONCORD, N.C. (AP): Kevin Harvick 
was going to get his revenge on Chase 
Elliott, believing somewhere and some-
how, he’d even the score after Elliott 
cost him a win last month.

When Harvick delivered his pay-
back, it nearly knocked the reigning 
NASCAR champion out of the playoffs. 
But karma then flipped on The Roval 
at Charlotte Motor Speedway: Harvick 
wrecked himself right out of the play-
offs for the earliest elimination of his 
career when he crashed into the wall as 
Elliott closed on his bumper.

With the stakes so high and the 
Cup title on the line over the final four 
weeks of the season, is it time for NAS-
CAR to intervene?

Rick Hendrick thought so after a 
heartburn-inducing Sunday at the race-
track located five minutes from race 
team headquarters.

“I think (NASCAR is) the only ones 
that can really stop it,” Hendrick said. 
“I hope they do because the crew chiefs 
and everybody can do the best they can, 
but it’s up to the drivers themselves. 
I’ve been in this situation before. NAS-
CAR can handle it.”

The boss watched for 109 laps as 
the four Hendrick Motorsports drivers 
dipped up and down below the playoff 
elimination cutline. Kyle Larson and 
Alex Bowman had early electrical is-
sues that could have ruined their races, 
and when Elliott was nearly sabotaged 
by a vengeful Harvick, Hendrick had 
seen enough.

“It looked like Chase could be done 
and out of the playoffs. It was a lot of 
heated feelings,” Hendrick said. “Har-
vick wrecked himself, I guess. I hope it’s 
over. We don’t want to race that way. We 
want to just race. That’s not our style.

“If a guy is better than you, he wins. 
Just do your job. If you get beat, you get 
beat. It never feels good to push some-
body out of the way. A little rubbing or 
something, that’s OK. But just to wreck 
somebody? That’s not good.”

In the end, Larson recovered after 
both the battery and alternator belt 
were changed in his Chevrolet to win 
for the seventh time this season and 
lead Elliott into the third round of the 
playoffs. Bowman and William Byron 
were eliminated on a day of mixed re-
sults for the Hendrick organization.

It took a white-knuckled finish by 
Elliott, who deep down knew he had 
one coming from Harvick as revenge 
for holding Harvick up and costing him 
the win at Bristol in the first round of 

the playoffs. The two argued after the 
race and Harvick vowed to make it dif-
ficult on Elliott the rest of the year.

But he waited until The Roval, a 17-
turn hybrid road course/oval in which 
contact is common and drivers run into 
one another enough that Harvick could 
maybe make it look clean. Only no one 
thought he’d made a mistake around 
the halfway mark when he turned El-
liott into the wall.

Harvick knew exactly what he was 
doing when he tried to end Elliott’s bid 
for back-to-back titles.

“You remember Bristol,” Harvick 
said when asked about his intent.

When Harvick was directly asked 
if it was deliberate, the driver who has 
never backed down from a fight said 
only “sometimes real life teaches you 
good lessons.” Harvick walked away 
when asked if the feud with NASCAR’s 
most popular driver was now over.

The recovery required a measured 
response from the No. 9 team, which 
sent Elliott back onto the track with 
the bumper flapping off the back of his 
Chevy and instructions to wreck Har-
vick if he had the chance. Elliott navi-
gated his way back through the field 
and right onto Harvick’s bumper — 
perfect position to ruin another day for 
Harvick.

The two hurtled into the first turn 
with 10 laps remaining but Harvick in-
explicably botched the entry — almost 
as if he was defensively driving in his 
rearview mirror — and crashed hard 
into the wall. His Ford was destroyed 
and Harvick’s title run brought to a sud-
den halt.

Harvick had never before been 
knocked out of the playoffs in the sec-
ond round since the elimination format 
began in 2014. He’d made it to the third 
round in seven consecutive seasons 
and has raced in the winner-take-all fi-
nale five times.

But on the day he made his 750th 
career start, Harvick finished 33rd and 
was eliminated along with Christopher 
Bell, Byron and Bowman.

Elliott didn’t gloat, but his pleasure 
was obvious.

“As far as Kevin goes, I just want to 
wish them a merry offseason and a hap-
py Christmas,” Elliott said.

It’s over, at least as far as Elliott is 
concerned.

“For us, we’re just eyes forward and 
happy to be moving on,” Elliott said. 
“That’s the big picture. We’ll keep fight-
ing.” 

SAO PAULO (AP): Lio-
nel Messi was among the 
scorers as Argentina beat 
rival Uruguay 3-0 on Sun-
day, hours after Brazil’s 
run of consecutive wins 
in South American World 
Cup qualifying ended in a 
0-0 draw with Colombia.

Brazil leads the quali-
fying competition with 
28 points from nine wins 
and the draw, six points 
clear of second-place Ar-
gentina after 10 matches. 
Brazil’s tally so far would 
have been enough to 
qualify for all World Cups 
directly since 2002.

Ecuador remains 
in third spot with 16 
points, marginally ahead 
of Uruguay based on the 
number of victories. Co-
lombia is in fifth place 
with 15 points. All three 
have already played 11 
matches.

The top four teams 
earn direct entry to the 
World Cup in Qatar next 
year. The fifth-place team 
can still qualify via an 
inter-continental playoff.

All teams in South 
American World Cup 
qualifiers will play again 
on Thursday.

ARGENTINA 3, URU-
GUAY 0

Messi’s team was pre-
paring for a long, tense 
night at the Monumental 
Stadium in Buenos Aires. 
Uruguay coach ÓscarT-
abárez selected a back-
five tasked with stopping 
Argentina’s powerful of-
fense and his team creat-
ed most of the best early 
opportunities, with Luis 
Suárez hitting the post 
once.

But a stroke of luck 
helped Argentina in the 
38th minute. Messi gave 
an overhead pass in an 
attempt to assist Nico 
Gonzalez, who failed 
to touch it. But the ball 
gently and unexpectedly 
passed by goalkeeper 

Fernando Muslera, into 
the right corner.

Luck once more was 
on the Argentinian side 
in the 44th. A series of 
passing mistakes by 
both teams gave a clear 
opportunity to Lautaro 
Martinez on the edge of 
the box. Lautaro failed to 
hit it cleanly, but it was 
enough to move the ball 
into the path of a Rodrigo 
de Paul.

The second half start-
ed with Uruguay trying 
to charge up front with 
substitutes EdinsonCa-
vani and Darwin Nuñez, 
but once again Argentina 
scored. Messi found de 
Paul on the right flank, 
and the midfielder sent a 
low cross into the penal-
ty box. Lautaro Martinez 
scored from close range.

“I think we are grow-
ing a lot in the level of 
our game,” Messi said. 
“We are now used to hav-
ing the ball. Tonight was 
a tough match and we 
had to win it. It all came 
out perfectly.”

Argentina’s next chal-
lenge will be against 
Peru. Uruguay will travel 
to Brazil.

COLOMBIA 0, 
BRAZIL 0

Brazil had the best 
opportunities of the en-
counter and forced Co-
lombia goalkeeper David 
Ospina to make three key 
saves. The most impor-
tant was in the 84th min-
ute in a close range finish 
by substitute Antony.

Neymar returned to 
the Seleção after a sus-
pension, but was off pace, 
missing several passes 
and running with appar-
ent difficulty. He left the 
pitch immediately after 
the final whistle. Brazil 
coach Tite said in a news 
conference too much is 
expected from his star 
player all of the time.

“He is an exceptional 
player because he makes 
exceptional plays, he 
does it exceptionally 
and not ordinarily,” Bra-
zil’s coach said. “He is a 
special player, we know 
it. And he was also well 
marked, sometimes by 
two players.”

Tite tested out lineup 
or formation changes, as 
he promised. His defen-
sive midfield was Fabin-
ho and Fred for the first 
time. He also used wing-
ers Raphinha and Antony 
in the second half, fol-
lowing their impressive 

performances in the 3-1 
win at Venezuela.

Colombia’s next 
match will also be at 
home against Ecuador.

Also on Sunday, third 
place Ecuador lost 2-1 
at Venezuela. Enner Va-
lencia opened the scor-
ing for from the spot in 
the 37th, but Venezuela 
turned its fortunes with 
goals by Darwin Machis 
late in the first half and 
Eduard Bello in the 64th.

Ecuador remains on 
16 points and last-place 
Venezuela has seven.

Ninth-placed Bolivia 
frustrated seventh posi-
tion Peru with a 1-0 win 
at La Paz. Ramiro Vaca 
scored the only goal of 
the encounter in the 
85th. Peru remained on 
11 points and Bolivia im-
prove to nine points in 
the standings.

Eight-placed Chile 
beat sixth place Paraguay 
2-0 to reach 10 points 
in the standings and 
maintain its chances of 
qualifying. Ben Breteton 
opened the scoring in the 
68th and Mauricio Isla 
added a second in the 
72nd. Paraguay remains 
in sixth place with 12 
points.
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Early results show record 
low turnout in Iraq’s election

BAGHDAD (AP): Voter turn-
out in Iraq’s elections was 41 
percent, according to prelimi-
nary results announced Mon-
day, a record low in the post-
Saddam Hussein era, signaling 
widespread distrust in the vote 
for a new parliament.

The weekend’s election 
was held months ahead of 
schedule as a concession to 
a youth-led popular uprising 
against corruption and mis-
management. But the vote was 
marred by widespread apa-
thy and a boycott by many of 
the same young activists who 
thronged the streets of Bagh-
dad and Iraq’s southern prov-
inces in late 2019, calling for 
change and new elections.

The Independent High 
Electoral Commission on Mon-
day said preliminary results 
show turnout from Sunday’s 
election was 41 percent. That’s 
down from 44 percent in the 
2018 elections, which was an 
all-time low.

Tens of thousands of peo-
ple protested in late 2019 and 
early 2020, and were met by 
security forces firing live am-
munition and tear gas. More 
than 600 people were killed 
and thousands injured within 
just a few months.

Although authorities gave 
in and called the early elec-
tions, the death toll and the 
heavy-handed crackdown - as 
well as a string of targeted as-
sassinations - prompted many 
protesters to later call for a 
boycott of the vote.

More definitive results 

were expected later Monday, 
but negotiations to choose a 
prime minister tasked with 
forming a government are ex-
pected to drag on for weeks or 
even months.

The election was the sixth 
held since the fall of Saddam 
Hussein after the U.S.-led in-
vasion of Iraq in 2003. Many 
were skeptical that indepen-
dent candidates from the pro-
test movement stood a chance 
against well-entrenched par-
ties and politicians, many 
of them backed by powerful 
armed militias.

There was a marked reluc-
tance among young Iraqis - the 

country’s largest demographic 
- to get out and vote. Many ex-
pressed views that the system 
is immune to reforms and that 
the election would only bring 
back the same faces and par-
ties responsible for the corrup-
tion and mismanagement that 
has plagued Iraq for decades. 
The problems have left the 
country with crumbling infra-
structure, growing poverty and 
rising unemployment rates.

Groups drawn from Iraq’s 
majority Shiite Muslim factions 
were expected to come out on 
top, as has been the case since 
2003, with a tight race expect-
ed between the country’s in-

fluential Shiite cleric Moqtada 
al-Sadr, and the Fatah Alliance, 
led by paramilitary leader Hadi 
al-Ameri. The Fatah Alliance is 
comprised of parties and af-
filiated with the Popular Mo-
bilization Forces, an umbrella 
group of mostly pro-Iran Shi-
ite militias that rose to promi-
nence during the war against 
the Sunni extremist Islamic 
State group. It includes some of 
the most hard-line Iran-backed 
factions, such as the AsaibAhl 
al-Haq militia. Al-Sadr, a black-
turbaned nationalist leader, is 
also close to Iran, but publicly 
rejects its political influence.

Under Iraq’s laws, the party 

that wins the most seats gets 
to choose the country’s next 
prime minister, but it’s unlikely 
any of the competing coalitions 
can secure a clear majority. 
That will require a lengthy pro-
cess involving backroom nego-
tiations to select a consensus 
prime minister and agree on a 
new coalition government.

Iraq’s current prime min-
ister, Mustafa al-Kadhimi, has 
played a key role as a mediator 
in the region’s crises, particu-
larly between regional rivals 
Iran and Saudi Arabia. Many in 
the region and beyond will be 
watching to see if he will se-
cure a second term. 

Flooding sends bus 
into river in China; 
120,000 evacuated

German companies urge next 
government to step up on climate

Huge fire breaks 
out at oil facility in 
southern Lebanon

2 men guilty of lawyer’s murder 
that shocked the Netherlands

Israeli archaeologists discover 
ancient winemaking complex

THE HAGUE, Nether-
lands (AP): Two men 
were convicted Monday 
and sentenced to 30 
years in prison for the 
murder of a Dutch law-
yer who represented a 
witness in a high-profile 
criminal case against 
suspected gangland 
bosses, a slaying that 
shocked the nation and 
sparked calls for a tough-
er crackdown on orga-
nized crime.

The lawyer, 44-year-
old DerkWiersum, was 
gunned down on Sept. 
18, 2019, outside his 
home in Amsterdam by 
a man who then fled in 
a getaway car that was 
waiting nearby. Police 
found DNA traces of 
both defendants in the 
getaway car and other 
vehicles used in the 
days before the shooting 
to monitor Wiersum’s 
movements.

“With their brutal act, 
the men have shown a 
complete lack of respect 
for the life of another,” 

Amsterdam District 
Court said in a summary 
of the written verdicts. 
“Solely for money, they 
took Wiersum’s life and 
inflicted immense and 
irreparable suffering on 
his wife, children, par-
ents and other relatives.”

Prosecutors said that 
mobile phone data also 
showed that both men 
were in the area at the 
time of the killing and 
“their involvement is 
shown in tapped conver-
sations after the murder.” 
Lawyers for both men, 
who have been identified 
by Dutch media only as 
Giërmo B. and Moreno B. 
in line with privacy regu-
lations, had called for 
their acquittal.

The court said that 
while it was unclear who 
fired the fatal shots and 
who drove the getaway 
car, both men could be 
convicted of murder 
because “the actions of 
both suspects show that 
they were jointly out to 
kill Wiersum.”

The lawyer repre-
sented a witness identi-
fied only as Nabil B. in 
a high-profile criminal 
case against suspected 
gangland bosses ac-
cused of involvement in 
a string of underworld 
killings. The main sus-
pects, including alleged 
Dutch gangland boss 
RidouanTaghi, are cur-
rently on trial in a long-
running case on charges 
including involvement in 
six murders and four at-
tempted murders. Nabil 
B. was involved in one of 
the slayings but cut a deal 
with prosecutors to pro-
vide evidence in return for 
a lighter sentence.

While the Amsterdam 
court convicted both 
men as hired hit men in 
the Wiersum killing, it 
didn’t make a ruling on 
who contracted them to 
carry out the murder.

Well-known Dutch 
crime reporter, Peter R. 
de Vries, who was shot 
in Amsterdam on July 6 
and died nine days later, 

also acted as a confidante 
to the same witness. The 
first preliminary hearing 
in the trial of two men ac-
cused of involvement in 
De Vries’ slaying is sched-
uled for next Monday.

The murder sparked 
outrage in the Nether-
lands with Justice Min-
ister FerdGrapperhaus 
calling it an attack on 
Dutch society and say-
ing: “Organized crime 
has crossed a line.”

In recent budget pro-
posals for the coming 
year, the caretaker Dutch 
government pledged to 
spend more on tackling 
organized crime that is 
rooted in the country’s 
lucrative underworld 
drugs industry.

Judges said the mur-
der “caused great indig-
nation, unrest and feel-
ings of insecurity in soci-
ety, because a servant of 
the rule of law has been 
killed” and said they con-
sidered it an aggravating 
factor when considering 
their sentence.

JERUSALEM (AP): Israeli archae-
ologists on Monday said they have 
unearthed a massive ancient wine-
making complex dating back some 
1,500 years.

The complex, discovered in 
the central town of Yavne, in-
cludes five wine presses, ware-
houses, kilns for producing 
clay storage vessels and tens 
of thousands of fragments and 
jars, they said.

Israel’s Antiquities Author-
ity said the discovery shows that 
Yavne was a wine-making pow-
erhouse during the Byzantine 

period. Researchers estimate the 
facility could produce some 2 mil-
lion liters (over 520,000 gallons) 
of wine a year.

Jon Seligman, one of the di-
rectors of the excavation, said 
the wine made in the area was 
known as “Gaza” wine and ex-
ported across the region. The 
researchers believe the Yavne 
location was the main production 
facility for the label.

“This was a prestige wine, a 
light white wine, and it was taken 
to many, many countries around 
the Mediterranean,” he said, in-

cluding Egypt, Turkey, Greece and 
possibly southern Italy.

Seligman said wine was not just 
an important export and source of 
enjoyment in ancient times. “Be-
yond that, this was a major source 
of nutrition and this was a safe 
drink because the water was often 
contaminated, so they could drink 
wine safely,” he said.

The antiquities authority said 
the complex was uncovered over 
the past two years during excava-
tions being conducted as part of 
the development of Yavne, a town 
located south of Tel Aviv.

ZAHRANI, Lebanon 
(AP): A huge fire broke 
out in a storage tank at 
one of Lebanon’s main oil 
facilities in the country’s 
south Monday, sending 
orange flames and a thick 
black column of smoke 
into the sky.

State-run National 
News Agency said it was 
not immediately clear 
what caused the fire that 
was still raging more 
than two hours after it 
broke out. Firefighters 
rushed to the scene and 
were battling the blaze in 
a giant gasoline tanker in 
the coastal town of Zah-
rani.

The report said no 
workers were nearby 
when the fire started. 
Lebanese troops closed 
the main highway link-
ing Beirut with south-
ern Lebanon that passes 
through Zahrani.

The Zahrani Oil In-
stallation is about 50 
kilometers (30 miles) 
south of Beirut. It is close 
to one of Lebanon’s main 
power stations, which 
stopped functioning two 
days ago due to a fuel 
shortage. Lebanon is 
struggling through a se-
rious power crisis that 
has resulted in electric-
ity cuts lasting up to 22 
hours a day.

The head of the civil 
defense, RaymoundKhat-
tar, told the local MTV 

station that they believe 
there were 300,000 liters 
of gasoline in the tanker. 
Khattar added that work 
is focused on extinguish-
ing the fire and cooling 
down a nearby tanker, to 
keep it from igniting.

In August 2020, a 
blaze at Beirut’s port 
triggered a massive ex-
plosion that killed at 
least 215 people, wound-
ed thousands and de-
stroyed the facility and 
nearby neighborhoods. 
The explosion at Bei-
rut’s port was caused by 
hundreds of tons of am-
monium nitrate, a highly 
explosive material used 
in fertilizers, that had 
been improperly stored 
for years.

Earlier this year, a 
German company found 
dangerous nuclear mate-
rial stored at the facility in 
Zahrani. Eight small con-
tainers that weigh less that 
2 kilograms (4.4 pounds) 
containing depleted ura-
nium salts were removed 
shortly afterward.

The material has 
been stored at the facility 
since the 1950s, when it 
was run by the Mediter-
ranean Refinery Compa-
ny, or Medreco. Medreco 
was an American com-
pany whose main share-
holders were Mobil and 
Caltex and it was active in 
Lebanon for four decades 
until the late 1980s.

BEIJING (AP): A bus fell 
into a river in northern 
China on Monday, leav-
ing at least three people 
dead and 11 others miss-
ing after flooding from 
heavy rains destroyed 
homes and covered farm-
land.

Video posted online 
showed people on top 
of an almost submerged 
bus in a rushing river 
flowing over a nearby 
bridge outside the city of 
Shijiazhuang, about 265 
kilometers (165 miles) 
southwest of Beijing.

Authorities in Hebei 
province said in a social 
media post that 37 of 
the 51 people on the bus 
had been rescued. State 
broadcaster CCTV said 
that three had died, and 
11 were missing.

In neighboring Shanxi 
province to the west, 
more than 120,000 peo-
ple had been evacuated 
as thousands of houses 

collapsed and 190,000 
hectares (470,000 acres) 
of crops were damaged, 
the official Xinhua News 
Agency said Sunday.

Operations have been 
suspended at 60 coal 
mines in Shanxi, a ma-
jor coal producing area, 
because of the rains, the 
provincial government 
said late last week. The 
stoppage comes as the 
government is trying to 
address power short-
ages that have affected 
industry and even some 
homes.

Shanxi, normally a 
dry region, has also shut-
tered 166 tourist sites. 
The heavy rains damaged 
a 25-meter (80-foot) sec-
tion of a wall in the his-
toric town of Pingyao, a 
UNESCO World Heritage 
site, Xinhua said. Contin-
uous rain is the biggest 
threat to the city’s an-
cient clay structures, the 
state news agency said.

BERLIN (AP): Dozens of 
large German companies 
have urged the country’s 
next government to put 
in place ambitious poli-
cies to meet the goals of 
the Paris climate accord.

In an open letter 
Monday, 69 companies 
said the next government 
needs to put Germany 
“on a clear and reliable 
path to climate neutral-
ity” with a plan for do-
ing so within its first 100 
days in office.

The signatories in-
cluded chemicals giant 
Bayer, steelmaker Thys-
senKrupp and sports-
wear firm Puma.

The center-left So-
cial Democrats narrowly 
beat outgoing Chancel-
lor Angela Merkel’s con-
servative Union bloc in 
last month election. They 
are due to meet Monday 
with the environmental-
ist Greens party and the 
pro-business Free Demo-
crats to discuss forming a 
coalition government.

“Climate protection 
was the decisive topic in 
the federal election and 
the parties must place it 
at the top of their agen-
da in building the new 

federal government,” 
said Michael Otto, board 
chairman of mail order 
company Otto Group and 
president of the Founda-
tion 2 Degrees, which or-
ganized the letter.

Earlier this year, 
Merkel’s government 
adopted a plan to reduce 
the country’s greenhouse 
gas emissions to ‘net zero’ 
by 2045, five years earlier 
than previously planned. 
But official figures show 
that Germany is slipping 
behind on its ambitions 
for cutting greenhouse 
gases, with 2021 emis-
sions forecast to rebound 
sharply after a pandemic-
related economic slump.

The foundation, 
which says its members 
have an annual turnover 
of about 1 trillion euros 
($1.16 trillion) and em-
ploy more than five mil-
lion people worldwide, 
wants the next govern-
ment to support the 
rollout of renewable en-
ergy and enact a climate-
friendly tax reform that 
includes a strengthened 
carbon pricing system to 
prevent investments in 
power-hungry industries 
going abroad. 
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PINK LADY! Celeb Kim Kardashian arrived at the SNL after party 
in a bright pink Balenciaga ensemble in New York City.
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EtCETERA

Aries:
Spoiler alert, Aries: it’s not always about you. There are 
others involved in the given scenario. Hold space for 
them to express what’s on their mind and what’s in their 
heart, even if you don’t like what they have to say. Active 
listening is the only way to resolve matters. In the realm of 
work, you may find that your coworkers are creating cha-
os without a reason. You *will* get sucked into the drama 
if you are not mindful. Stay in your centre and focus on 
reminding everybody of the collective goal.
Tip: Stay in your centre. That’s all!
Taurus:
It’s time to look into the mirror, Taurus. To assess your 
relationship with the most important person in your life. It 
hasn’t been easy, accepting yourself on those dark days. 
But, you’ve found a way to bring love, gentleness and 
compassion into the relationship, and that’s what matters 
the most, beautiful. What the cards are urging you to fo-
cus on today: nurturing your body and your being. Once 
you find a sense of home within yourself, nothing will be 
able to share you.
Tip: Nurture your relationship with your body and being.
Gemini:
Denial is the easy way out, Gemini. So is burying yourself 
in work or numbing your pain with intoxicants. You know 
what takes an insane amount of courage? Facing your 

demons head on. So, sip on your morning coffee like it’s 
a shot of courage, and prepare yourself for the next step. 
Remember, if you don’t stand up for yourself, nobody will, 
beautiful.
Tip: You have the strength, courage and fortitude to take 
that next step.
Cancer:
Life is basketful of surprises, is it not, Cancer? Just when 
you were ready to give up on love, the Universe showed 
up for you in unexpected ways. The next chapter of your 
life is about committing to one another and nurturing the 
seeds you are planting today. So, if you feel inspired to 
celebrate this bond in the presence of your friends and 
family members, set a date for your ceremony right away!
Tip: It’s time to nurture the seeds of love.
Leo:
Leo, you may find yourself stuck in a game of illusions 
and disillusionment. But, it’s all happening for a reason. 
It’s all happening for a reason, beautiful. So, give yourself 
the permission to evolve. Give yourself the permission 
to grow out of your old dreams and transition into the 
new. If you’re weighed by a sense of purposelessness, 
dip deeper. Sit down in meditation. Connecting with your 
spirit guides will help you draw up a new road map.
Tip: The disillusionment is serving a higher purpose.
Virgo:

The home is where the heart is. The home is where the 
heart is, Virgo. Today, you’re being asked to declutter 
your personal space and reorganise it in a way that acti-
vates the flow of good energy. While you’re at it, consider 
cleansing it with sage or incense and placing crystals in 
a way that creates a protective shield. Tourmaline, clear 
quartz and tiger’s eye are some of the crystals you could 
work with for this purpose. If seeking creative inspiration 
has been on your mind, grace your walls with objects of 
art that bring out the best in you.
Tip: It’s time to declutter and reorganise your space.
Libra:
Your circumstances bring Mary Oliver’s verse to mind, 
Libra: “Someone I loved once gave me a box full of 
darkness. It took me years to understand that this too, 
was a gift.” Today, you’re being asked to hit the pause 
button, to look into the rearview mirror with gratitude 
and to release your attachment to the past. Even in 
chaos, there is perfect order. Trust that and get ready 
to embrace the next chapter of your life with the inner 
strength of a warrior.
Tip: It all happened for a reason, beautiful.
Scorpio:
There's always more than one side to every story, and 
today you're being asked to move beyond the ego 
space and pay attention to the other. Who knows? 

You may even learn a few things in the process. Your 
power words at this moment: ‘kindness’ and ‘compas-
sion’. On the upside, you are likely to experience a 
renewed sense of passion towards your career and 
creative projects. Channel your energy into that one 
thing you know is important, but you've been putting 
off for some time now.
Tip: “Kindness” and “compassion” are your power 
words, beautiful.
Sagittarius:
Your circumstances bring J.K. Rowling’s golden 
words to mind: “Rock bottom became the solid foun-
dation on which I rebuilt my life.” It’s time to be grateful 
for it all, Sagittarius. It’s time to be grateful for it all, 
including the things that threatened to tear you apart. 
If it weren’t for the challenges, you wouldn’t have 
fought to be the person you are today. What you want 
to focus on in the days to come: rising from the ashes 
like the phoenix that you are. Now is not the time to 
hold back!
Tip: Fly, Sagittarius, fly!
Capricorn:
Your mantra for the week: accept everything, resist 
nothing. We repeat: Accept everything, resist nothing. 
Yes, the transition is going to be all kinds of painful, 
Capricorn. Trust that it’s happening for a reason, and 

that you are being aligned with your path and purpose. 
The good thing is, you will not be navigating tricky territo-
ries alone. Your angels in this realm and the one above 
are by your side, helping you make your way to calmer 
shores.
Tip: You are being supported to make a positive change.
Aquarius:
So, what if you didn’t make it the first time? So what if 
you failed many times over? This is a time of big break-
throughs for you. Get ready to triumph over that one 
thing you have been struggling with for a long time. In 
the realm of work, this could also translate to fame and 
public recognition. What’s more, your interpersonal rela-
tionships are thriving this week. So, spend time with your 
family and the little ones in your tribe.
Tip: Spend time with those you love, Aquarius.
Pisces:
Manifestation is not a ritual, honey, it’s a lifestyle—one 
that you’re learning to master this week. What the cards 
are urging you to do: set a strong intention for transfor-
mation, to become the change you want to see in your 
world, and to embody the qualities of joy, creativity, and 
abundance. Yes, you can have it all, Pisces! Don’t let 
small, three-dimensional self keep you stuck in the illu-
sion of limitation.
Tip: Yes, you can have it all!
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amitabh bachchan 
steps down as 
face of paan 
masala brand
Mumbai, Oct 11 (PTI): Megastar Am-
itabh Bachchan has withdrawn from an 
advertising campaign of a paan masala 
brand and said he has returned the mon-
ey he received for promoting it.

The 79-year-old actor had faced back-
lash for featuring in an advertisement of 
a paan masala brand. Several fans of the 
screen icon had expressed their displea-
sure over the actor's decision.

A blog post, addressed by "the office of 
Mr Amitabh Bachchan", on Sunday night 
informed that he is no longer associated 
with the promotions.

"A few days after the commercial was 
aired, MrBachchan contacted the brand 
and stepped out of it last week. Upon 
checking why this sudden move - it was 
revealed that when MrBachchan became 
associated with the brand, he wasn't 
aware that it falls under surrogate adver-
tising. "MrBachchan has terminated the 
contract with the brand, has written to 
them his termination and has returned 
the money received for the promotion," 
the post read.

Last month, the National Organization 
for Tobacco Eradication (NOTE), an NGO, 
had also appealed to Bachchan to not be 
part of advertisements that promote paan 
masala brands.

In an open letter, NOTE president 
DrShekharSalkar had said that the actor 
should withdraw from "surrogate" paan 
masala advertisements and support the 
cause of the anti-tobacco movement.

ArjunKapoor to star in 
thriller 'The Lady Killer'

Clooney nixes political career, 
sees US recovery post-Trump

Kim Kardashian West pokes fun 
at famous family as SNL host

NEW YORK (AP): Kim Kardashian West, 
sporting a hot pink catsuit, skewered ev-
eryone from her mom’s boyfriend to her 
famous sex tape and estranged husband 
Kanye during her first turn hosting “Sat-
urday Night Live.”

“I know, I’m surprised to 
see me here, too,” she began 
her opening monologue Sat-
urday after her appearance 
sparked a back-and-forth on 
Twitter among fans and de-
tractors. “I mean, I haven’t had 
a movie premiere in a really 
long time.”

And she poked more fun 
at herself, noting she’s more 
than just a pretty face, “and 
good hair, and great makeup 
and amazing boobs and a 
perfect butt.” One thing she 
isn’t, she said, is a gold dig-
ger, something she had to ask 
mom Kris Jenner’s boyfriend 
Corey Gamble how to become. 
Noting her sentencing reform work 
helping to free innocent people from 
prison as she studies law, Kardashian 
West said that passion has her following 
in her attorney dad’s footsteps (Robert 
Kardashian helped represent O.J. Simp-
son).

“It’s because of him I met my first 
Black person. Wanna take a stab in the 
dark on who it was,” she said, referring 
to Simpson.

Simpson was acquitted of two counts 
of murder in the 1994 fatal stabbings of 
his ex-wife, Nicole Simpson, and Ronald 
Goldman, but a civil court jury found 
him liable and ordered him to pay $33.5 
million. Kardashian West threw in a joke 

about Kanye’s failed bid for president, 
and her stepparent Caitlyn Jenner’s bid 
for California governor.

“I’m here to announce that I’m run-
ning. ... I’m just kidding,” she smiled.

Kanye accompanied Kim to New 
York for her SNL appearance on NBC. 
She filed for divorce in February after six 
years of marriage. The two, who share 
four children, have been photographed 
together several times in recent months.

The musical guest, Halsey, was per-
fection, accompanied for one song by 
Lindsey Buckingham on guitar. Halsey 
tweeted out a photo of herself pumping 
breast milk backstage before the show. 
She gave birth in July.

Kris Jenner and sisterKhloeKar-
dashian popped up in a couple of sketch-
es, including one where cast member 
Aidy Bryant and Kim switched bodies.

In a spinoff of “The People’s Court,” 

Kim parodied sister Kourtney by playing 
a bored judge, including her sibling’s pen-
chant for PDA with boyfriend Travis Bark-
er from his lap. She ruled over Kris, Khloe 
and members of the cast playing Kanye 

and Kim sisters Kylie and Kendall Jen-
ner. Kardashian West also doled out gold 
tokens to Jesse Williams, John Cena and 
more in a sendoff of “The Bachelorette.” 
Amy Schumer, Chris Rock, basketball’s 
Blake Griffin and real life “Bachelorette” 
competitor Tyler Cameron appeared as 
well. Another sketch had Kim playing Jas-
mine to Pete Davidson’s Aladdin, the latter 
a version of the Disney character who was 
jittery over the prospect of “doing sex” 
with the bombshell princess.

Perhaps the cutest moment? The ac-
tual chunk of a dog used as Kim intro-
duced a new addition to her wildly pop-
ular shapewear brand Skims — “Skims 
for thick dogs.”

LONDON (AP): George Clooney on Sunday 
ruled out having a second career in politics, 
saying he would rather have a “nice life” and 
is looking to reduce his workload.

Nevertheless, the 60-year-old actor and 
director waded into politics during an inter-
view with the BBC’s Andrew Marr. Clooney, 
a long-time supporter of U.S. President Joe 

Biden, described America as a country that 
is still recovering from the damage caused by 
Donald Trump.

When asked whether he had any inten-
tions of running for office, Clooney was quick 
to dismiss the idea. “No, because I would ac-
tually like to have a nice life,” said Clooney, 
who appeared on the show to promote his 
new movie, “The Tender Bar.”

Clooney said he planned to take on fewer 
projects while he is healthy and can still “play 
basketball and do the things I love.”

“I turned 60 this year and I had a conver-
sation with my wife and we were working a 
lot, as we both do, and I said we have to think 
of these as the halcyon years,” he said. “In 20 
years, I will be 80 and that’s a real number. 
Doesn’t matter how much you work out, what 
you eat, you’re 80 and so I said we have to 
make sure we enjoy and live these years in 

the best possible way.”
Clooney shrugged off 

concerns about Biden’s 
sagging poll numbers, say-
ing the president is still 
struggling with Trump’s 
legacy.

“It’s like taking a bat-
tered child and thinking 
everything’s going to be 
OK his first day in school,” 
Clooney said. “There’s a 
lot of things that have to 
be repaired, there’s a lot 

of healing that has to happen, and its going to 
take time.”

Trump remains a factor in U.S. politics, 
Clooney said, adding that he hopes Americans 
have “a little better sense” than to return him 
to the White House.

“It’s so funny, because he was just this 
knucklehead,” Clooney said. “I knew him be-
fore he was a president. He was just a guy 
who was chasing girls. Every time you went 
out he’d be like, ‘What’s the name of that girl?’ 
That’s all he was.”

Mumbai, Oct 11 (PTI): Actor ArjunKa-
poor is set to headline director Ajay 
Bahl's suspense drama thriller "The 
Lady Killer", the makers announced on 
Monday.

Produced by Bhushan Kumar and 
Shaaliesh R Singh, the film is billed as 
the story of a small town "playboy" 
who falls in love with a "self-destruc-
tive beauty" and their whirlwind ro-
mance.

Bahl, who has also penned the mov-
ie, has previously directed films like 
"BA Pass", "Section 375" and the up-
coming TaapseePannu-starrer "Blurr".

Kapoor said he was hooked when 
he read the script of "The Lady Killer" 
and called his role the "most challeng-
ing" character yet.

"I am excited to be a part of this 
journey with my amazing producers 
Bhushan sir, Shaailesh sir and of course 
my director Ajay Bahl sir. I can't wait to 

begin prep for my role, it's going to be 
my most challenging role yet but I'm 
excited," the 36-year-old actor said in 
a statement.

Bhushan Kumar, Managing Direc-
tor and Chairman of T-Series, said the 
team is thrilled to bring the tory to the 
audience.

"ArjunKapoor and Ajay Bahl's com-
bination is a sure shot hit - Arjun's 
style and persona along with Ajay's vi-
sion at directing will lend the film the 
right vibe that we are trying to achieve. 
Looking forward to the amazing ride 
shooting this suspense drama with Ar-
jun and Ajay," he said.

Singh described "The Lady Killer" 
as a "unique story" and said he can't 
wait to see their vision "translate onto 
the big screen."

The film is presented by Gulshan 
Kumar and T-Series in association with 
Karma Media and Entertainment.


