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check out an 
experiment 
with some 

podcasting 
from Sikkim. 

Visit our website 
 www.summittimes.

com 
or find us on 

SoundCloud at 
https://soundcloud.

com/tshering-
eden-506860426/
stray-thoughts-o1

Shooting ‘SooryavanShi’ in Bangkok 
extra Special: akShay kumar
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Assembly “incident” trends on social media, 
politicians deplore “unfortunate occurrence”

CM seeks blessings from 
Dodrupchen Rinpoche

Gupta given 
additional 
charge of Home 
and Finance
SuMMIt RePORt
Gangtok, 04 Jun:

Additional Chief Sec-
retary SC Gupta, who 

is currently in-charge of 
Tourism & Civil Aviation 
Department, was today 
also shouldered the ad-
ditional charge of Home 
Department and also Fi-
nance, Revenue & Expen-
diture Department.

Consequently, Chief 
Secretary AK Shrivas-
tava, who was also look-
ing after Home Depart-
ment, and Additional CS 
VB Pathak who had Fi-
nance, will relinquish the 
charge of these depart-
ments, an Office Order is-
sued by the Department 
of Personnel directs.

DC takes stock of requirements at 
Pelling Senior Secondary School.

Group C & D medical employees hopeful 
new govt will address their demands

SDF legislators urge Governor to 
intervene on post-poll violence issue

NIteSh R PRADhAN 
Gangtok, 04 Jun:

Following the incident in the 
Sikkim Legislative Assembly 

on Monday when insults were 
hurled against former Chief Min-
ister Pawan Chamling from the 
visitors’ gallery, the Assembly 
Secretariat today issued a press 
release stating that the “unfor-
tunate occurrence” was being 
viewed seriously. 

The release further states, “…
to avoid such instances in the near 
future, the Speaker shall exer-
cise the relevant provision of the 
Rules of Procedure and Conduct 
of Business in Sikkim Legislative 
Assembly to prohibit such strang-
ers in the precinct of the Sikkim 
Legislative Assembly Secretariat.”   

The SDF party and its sup-
porters took to Facebook to ex-
press their dissatisfaction over 
the press release calling it “a very 
deplorable press release”. 

The party further said that it 

is totally unacceptable that those 
who defiled the temple of democ-
racy, who they have alleged are 
SKM supporters, are being referred 
to as “strangers” in the release. 

The newly appointed SDF 
spokespersons have demanded 
strict action against those who 
hurled insults at their party pres-
ident from the visitors’ gallery, a 
video of which has since gone viral.

They are not alone, leaders of 
other political parties have also 
weighed in with their condemna-
tion of the incident.

Former MP and president of 
Sikkim Sangram Parishad, DK 
Bhandari, also took to social me-
dia and wrote “....Alertness and 
swift action was lacking on the part 
of SLA watch&ward department”.

Passang Sherpa, the Independent 
Lok Sabha candidate, while demand-
ing “visible action” from the Assembly 
Secretariat, stated that one should not 
demean the sanctity of the House.

Echoing similar sentiments 

was Laten Sherpa, the BJP’s Lok 
Sabha candidate, who said that 
such acts should not be repeated 
by anyone in future and no third 
party should intervene in the 
proceedings of the House, which, 
he added, was the “… sole right of 
Treasury, Opposition and Speaker.” 

SKM party-workers have also 
been on social-media groups  
questioning the veracity of the 
claim that it was SKM supporters 
who misbehaved in the Assembly 
even as others have defended the act.

It may be mentioned here that 
Chief Minister PS Tamang [Golay] 
had said that he was not aware of the 
incident but the Assembly Secretari-
at would take appropriate action.

The insults were hurled when 
Mr Chamling walked out of the 
Assembly along with all the SDF 
MLAs after registering his party’s 
protest against the appointment 
of Mr Tamang as the Chief Minis-
ter even though he is not eligible 
to contest elections.

SAGAR ChettRI
Gangtok, 04 Jun: 

A delegation of Sikkim 
Democratic Front leg-

islators led by president 
and former Chief Minister, 
Pawan Chamling today 
submitted a memorandum 
to the Governor of Sikkim 
demanding immediate in-
tervention on alleged post-
poll violence being report-
ed in the State.

The memorandum, 
signed by all SDF legis-
lators, requests the Gov-
ernor to immediately 
intervene and direct the 
State authorities for nec-
essary action as per the 
provisions of law in the 
interest of the people and 
the State.

The memorandum 
states that immediately af-
ter the results of the Gen-
eral Elections 2019 were 
declared there have been 
several incidents of vio-
lence being committed by 

members and supporters 
of Sikkim Krantikari Mor-
cha in the State. 

“Many of the sup-
porters and well-wishers 
of SDF party have been 
abused, physically assault-
ed, threatened and prop-
erties, both private and 
public, have been damaged. 
A huge number of vehicles 
have been damaged and 
burnt by them,” the memo-
randum reads.

The memorandum 
states that it was unfortu-
nate that even some elect-
ed members of the party 
have been abused and 
threatened and continu-
ous efforts are being made 

by members and support-
ers of SKM party to create 
a sense of fear among the 
people and disturb the peace 
and security in the State. 

“There have also been 
cases where members of 
business community of Sik-
kim have been threatened 
of dire consequences for 
having supported the SDF 
party in the last elections. 
By indulging in such acts 
of crime, the common 
people have also suffered,” 
it is added.  

The memorandum 
states, “In view of these 
facts and submissions, we 
the undersigned election 
candidates/members of 
the SDF party submits this 
representation request-
ing the Governor’s imme-
diate intervention and 
directions to the State 
authorities for necessary 
action as per the provisions 
of law in the interest of the 
people and the State.”

SuMMIt RePORt
Gangtok, 04 Jun: 

All Sikkim Medical 
Government Em-

ployees Welfare Associ-
ation [group C & D] has 
expressed hope that the 
new government will 
take up the long-pending 
issues of group D em-
ployees by constituting 
a committee to examine 
the problems and issues.

Addressing a press 
conference here today, 
president of the associ-
ation, Ramdas Nepal, in-
formed that group D em-
ployees of medical wing 
of the State “have been 

facing injustice and sup-
pression” for a long time. 

He stated that the 
association has repeat-
edly raised these issues 
with the department 
and that the previous 
government initiated no 
follow-up action. 

He informed that 
most of group D employ-
ees in the medical wing 
have been working on 
the same post since their 
appointment and many 
have even retired with-
out a promotion.

Mr Nepal informed 
that the association had 
placed the issue of pro-

motion of group D em-
ployees repeatedly with 
the department and the 
government but no ac-
tion was ever taken. 

He added that the 
employees have also 
been deprived of all gov-
ernment holidays of the 
State except for Sundays. 
Added to this, the pay 
grade of group D was 
also not equivalent to 
other employees.

“The departmental of-
ficials have always ignored 
our issues and we were 
never heard in the last 25 
years in the earlier 

turn to pg02

Gangtok, 04 Jun (IPR): 
Chief Minister, P.S.Golay 
along with his Cabinet 
Ministers, K.N.Lepcha, So-
nam Lama and M.N.Sher-

pa called on Dodrupchen 
Rinpoche at Choten Mon-
astery today.

The Chief Minister came 
to pay respect and seek his 

blessings to move forward 
in the direction of develop-
ment, peace and prosperity 
for the well-being of all the 
Sikkimese people.

Gyalshing, 04 Jun [IPR]: 
District Collector, West, 
Karma R Bonpo, visited 
Pelling Senior Second-
ary School accompanied 
by Addl. Dir. [HRDD], T. 
Eden Bhutia, and inter-
acted with the students 
and teachers.

The main focus of the 

visit was to understand 
problems of the school 
and chalk out possible 
solutions for the same. 

He advised the Addl 
Director and Principal 
to prepare estimates 
and details for re-
sources required at the 
school and assured to 

help the school in every 
way possible.

The DC assured to 
undertake the following 
works in the school:

1) Set up Modern 
Science Labs with full 
equipment.

2) Set up Model ICDS
turn to pg02

DMRC becomes 
first-ever metro 
project to 
receive power 
from waste-to-
energy plant
New Delhi, Jun 4 (PTI): 
Adding another feather 
to its cap, Delhi Metro 
has become the first-ev-
er such project in the 
country to receive pow-
er generated from a 
waste-to-energy plant, 
the DMRC said.

Continuing with 
its various environ-
ment-friendly initiatives, 
the Delhi Metro has 
started receiving 2 MW 
power from a 12 MW ca-
pacity plant of a compa-
ny in Ghazipur, the Delhi 
Metro Rail Corporation 
said in a statement.

“This will be the 
first-ever attempt by 
any metro project in 
the country to procure 
and utilise energy from 
waste-to-energy plants 
and thus contribute to-
wards ‘Swachh Bharat 
Mission’ and also help in 
creating awareness about 
the importance of waste 
management,” it said.

The DMRC is receiv-
ing the power since the 
beginning of this month 
from this facility which 
is being utilised at the 
Vinod Nagar Receiving 
Sub-station (RSS) of 
DMRC for meeting the 
operation requirements 
of Pink Line metro.

The DMRC will take 
approximately 17.5 MUs 
per annum from this 
plant. However, the en-
ergy offtake will depend 
upon the actual genera-
tion of the plant.

The waste-to-ener-
gy (WtE) plant set up by 
East Delhi Waste Pro-
cessing Company Limit-
ed (EDWPCL) is based on 
a public private partner-
ship (PPP) comprising 
the government of Delhi, 
the EDMC and EDWPCL.

The state-of-the-art 
facility can process over 
1,500 tonnes per day (TPD) 
of waste and generate

turn to pg02
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PlOt FOR SAle: 
Vacant plot measuring 0.38 Acres for 
sale at Amdo Golai, Deorali. Contact: 

09717191985/097474651223

uRGeNtly RequIReD: 
Urgent Recruitment for a waiter 

with atleast 3 years experience and 
one kitchen helper. Contact: Hotel 

Paramount, Dentam, West Sik-
kim- 9735909625 / 8348285444

INteReSteD tO BeCOMe 
A yOGA teACheR?

CRIteRIA – Academic qualification of minimum 
higher secondary pass

Complete yoga syllabus will be provided by SYVC 
Gangtok absolutely free of cost. After one year of ba-
sic training and service (karma yoga)/ volunteering 
in the Centre, the candidate would be sent for Yoga 
Teacher Training Course at Shivananda Yoga Ash-
ram. After TTC, the candidate would be appointed on 
part time basis at the Yoga Centre in Gangtok. College 
students can also apply. If required, food and accom-
modation would be provided.

Interested candidates may contact 
: Deepa Yoga Centre at 

Mob: +91 7432043719/ +91 8170953919.

lAND FOR SAle
A vacant plot measuring 0.38 Ha. 
(16552.80 sq – ft) is for sale at Amdo 
Golai (above the main road), Gangtok. 
For more information please contact – 
9717191985/9474651223.

WANteD 
HOUSEKEEPER/BABYSITTER . 

Contact:  9933443442/9800500696.

The 49th, Kutse Shegu of Lt. Ongay Lingzerpa, ex- em-
ployee of High Court of Sikkim who left for his heaven-
ly abode on 25/04/2019 (Thursday), 
falls on 12/06/2019         (Wednesday)

Address :- (Lower Tathangchen)
Family members.....
Mrs. Zangmu Bhutia (Wife),
Mr. Tashi Sonam Bhutia (Eldest Son),
Mr. Karma Namgyal Bhutia (Youngest Son),
Mrs. Kiki Zangmu Bhutia ( Eldest daughter),
Ms. Pema Choki Bhutia ( Youngest daughter)
Mrs. Diki Ongmu Bhutia ( Eldest daughter-in-law),
Mr Chopel Bhutia (Eldest Son-in-law), 
Mrs. Thinlay Ongmu Bhutia ( Youngest daughter-

in-law) and all family members............

ChANGe OF NAMe
I, Jai Prakash Keshri, aged about 44yrs s/o Lt. 
Dwarika Prasad Keshri, r/o Roshni Shoes store, 
Lall Market Road, Gangtok-Sikkim, do hereby sol-
emnly affirm and declare that:

That my son’s actual and correct name is Su-
vneet Keshri, which has been correctly written/re-
corded in all his school documents and my wife’s 
actual and correct name is Rita Keshri.

That my son and wife’s names spelling has been 
wrongly written as Suvhneet Keshri and  Reeta Ke-
shri in my sons passport bearing no M3407374.

That Suvneet Keshri and Suvhneet Keshri and 
Reeta Keshri and Rita Keshri is the names of same 
person/persons.

12 MW of green power. The plant is India’s first Euro 
norms compliant WtE facility.

The WtE plant will mitigate over 8 million tons of 
greenhouse gases (GHG) over the life of the project, 
thus combating global warming, the DMRC said.

Delhi Metro has been working continuously to-
wards the conservation of environment right since 
the inception of the organisation.

It is the first-ever rail-based organisation in the 
world to claim carbon credits, the corporation said. .

Currently, DMRC is producing 28 MW of solar 
power from the various roof top solar power plants, 
which have been set up in its stations, depots and res-
idential premises, officials said.

The DMRC has also started to receive solar power 
from the off-site solar power plant at Rewa in Madhya 
Pradesh.

During construction also, DMRC plants 10 trees 
for each tree that is cut for site work. Close to four 
lakh vehicles are being removed from the streets be-
cause of the Delhi metro.

The DMRC has also commissioned a facility at Ro-
hini on a PPP model with IL&FS Environmental Infra-
structure & Services Ltd (IEISL) for recycling of con-
struction and demolition waste with a capacity of 150 
tonnes per day, the statement said.

DMRC becomes...

government. We are very hopeful that the new gov-
ernment in the State will give special priority to our 
issues and give justice to us,” he said.  

He also expressed that the association wants to 
meet the Chief Minister to place their issues afresh. 

Group C & D...

centre near the primary section for convergence of 
ICDS services and education.

3) Renovation of boys and girls hostels. 
4) Provide internet through Wimax.
5) Construct a basketball court.
6) Undertake land survey of the school complex.

DC takes...

Exec committee of Chenrezig 
Singkham Riwo Potala meets 

State-level steering committee on 
food safety and standards meets

Gangtok, 04 June [IPR]: 
The first meeting of 
the State Level Steer-
ing Committee on Food 
Safety & Standard (FSS) 
Act 2006 was chaired by 
Chief Secretary AK Shri-
vastava here at Tashiling 
Secretariat today.

The CS stressed upon 
strict implementation 
of Food Safety & Stan-
dard Act 2006 to ensure 
healthy and hygienic 
food to the customers. He 
contemplated on various 
aspects of FSS Act and 
provided advise, sug-
gestions and important 
directives during a pow-
er-point presentation 
made by the Principal 
Director, Health Services, 
Dr Uttam Pradhan.

The Chief Secretary 
inquired after the regis-
tration of complaints and 
grievances received from 
the customers and urged 
restaurants, food outlet 
operators and hawkers 
to ensure quality of food. 

He discussed various 
aspects of the FSS Act 
like constitution of com-
mittees, present struc-
ture for implementation 

of the FSS Act 2006, Man-
power for enforcement, 
issuance of licenses and 
registration, present sta-
tus of State Food Testing 
Laboratory, Training 
and Awareness, Sur-
veillance & Inspection, 
IEC Activities, Clean and 
Safe Meat Campaign, 
Fortification of Food, 
Re-purpose used cook-
ing oil, online payment 
system etc. Speaking in 
context of Mid Day Meal 
he stressed on ensuring 
fortified food so that 
children get healthy 

diet.   He directed Health 
Deptt to organize a meet-
ing every three months 
and he also expressed 
interest to conduct meet-
ings under his chairman-
ship at the district level 
as well. 

Further he advised 
that children be coached 
on hand-washing tech-
niques and maintenance 
of personal hygiene.

Additional Chief Sec-
retary GP Upadhyaya 
suggested preparing an 
app so that customers 
could get a convenient 

medium to register 
their complaints and 
grievances. 

C o m m i s s i o n -
er-cum-Secretary Health 
mentioned that the sub-
ject of FSS Act 2006 car-
ries great importance 
as it touches everyone’s 
life. He urged hoteliers to 
keep professional man-
power to encourage self 
regulation of the FSS Act 
2006.

Secretary, IPR, Sherap 
Shenga, suggested check-
ing the source of water 
to find out its purity and 

nutritional value so as to 
avoid any health risks. 
She assured to extend 
all support in dissemina-
tion of information about 
FSS Act and to generate 
awareness through dif-
ferent mediums. 

DIG Range, DB Giri, 
assured to provide all 
required assistance from 
the side of the police.

Joint Director, FCS 
&CA, Pintso Namgyal, 
urged that inspection 
of FCI Food Godowns be 
carried out in regular 
intervals.

Gyalshing, 04 Jun [IPR]: The first ex-
ecutive committee meeting of the Chen-
rezig Singkham Riwo Potala was held 
at the Chenrezig statue complex here 
today chaired by Karma R Bonpo, DC 
West, who is also the chairperson of the 
executive committee.

The DC informed that the remaining 
works will be completed after a meet-
ing with the assigned contractors and 
assured monks of Sangachoeling Mon-
astery that the needful will be done at 
the earliest. 

He then carried out a detailed in-
spection of the property and asked the 
Superintending Engineer, Buildings & 
Housing Deptt, to initiate necessary 
steps for required repairs. 

He also asked the DFO (T) to help 
with the beautification of the complex 
and advised the Sangachoeling monks to 
get their committee registered so that the 
transfer of funds becomes easier.  

The ADC West stressed on the im-
portance of the executive body meeting 
and suggested that one be held every 
month to oversee the smooth function-
ing of the complex.

The requirement for proper drain-
age, electricity and road issues were 
also discussed.  

The District Collector also said that 
following issues will be resolved at the 
earliest: 

1) All remaining works of the com-
plex to be completed at the earliest.

2) survey to be undertaken for al-
ternative road to the complex.

3) streamlining of staff and salaries.
4) survey of land of the complex.
5) necessary repairs in the complex 

will be done.
6) project proposal on the next 

phase to be initiated.
7) proposal for construction of 

Tongchay Lhakhang and new toilets.

longest serving staff inaugurate 
new DC office in North   

Mangan, 04 Jun (IPR): 
The longest serving staff 
of Election Department, 
John Bhutia, Head As-
sistant (HA), Rinchen 
Ongmu Bhutia, (HA) of 
the Land Revenue and 
Disaster Management 
Department (LR&DMD), 
and Lhakpa Doma Lep-
cha (HA) (LR&DMD), 
jointly inaugurated the 
newly constructed of-
fice chamber of the 
District Collectorate, 
North, at new Strong 
Room building, District 
Administrative Centre, 
Mangan today.

It is pertinent to men-
tion here that John Bhu-
tia and Rinchen Ongmu 
Bhutia, have been serv-
ing in the district since 
1985. Similarly, Lhakpa 
Doma Lepcha, has been 
serving since 1987 in the 
district.

District Magistrate, 
North, Raj Yadav, along 
with all heads of de-
partments of the district 
attended the inaugural 
ceremony of the new DC 
office chamber.

The new office cham-
ber of the DC includes 
following facilities: Vid-

eo Conferencing System, 
Conference Table, and 
Conference Hall with ful-
ly Wi-Fi, Newsroom, Vis-
itor Chairs and separate 
cabin for Stenographer 
and PA to District Magis-
trate.

District Magistrate, 
Mr Yadav and all his 
staff members have been 
shifted to new DC office 
from today.

Office of the under 
Secretary, Election De-
partment, and all other 
election staff members 
have also been shifted to 
this new DAC block.

Mamring school 
participates in 
NE Students’ 
Summer Training 
on Basis Sciences
SuMMIt RePORt
Gangtok, 04 Jun:

Mamring Senior Sec-
ondary School, East 

Sikkim, participated in 
the North East Students’ 
Summer Training on 
Basic Sciences (NESST-
BASE 2019) Camp at 
Bose institute, Darjeeling 
on 03 June. The duration 
of this summer camp 
is from 03 to 15 June, a 
press release informs.  

Three students from 
Mamring School represent-
ing Sikkim are Siddharth 
Mishra (XII), Anupama Up-
reti (XII) and Pragya Shar-
ma (XI). They are escorted 
by PGT Chemistry, S.K.Prad-
han. Total 21 students and 
8 Escort Teachers have 
joined the camp from dif-
ferent North-eastern states.

The inaugural session 
of the camp was held today 
in the institute. The inaugu-
ral programme started with 
the introduction session by 
Professor of Biophysics, 
Dr.Gautam Basu, where all 
the participants were also 
introduced and welcomed. 

The first session was 
held on physical science 
by Prof. Samar Bagchi 
and Dr. Birendranath Das 
followed by evening ses-
sion on chemical science 
by Dr.Gautam Basu and 
Ms.Sudakshina Ganguly.

Various hands-on 
experiments were per-
formed in both the ses-
sions. Principal of Mam-
ring SSS, Prahlad Sharma 
along with the students 
has expressed gratitude to 
the concerned officials of 
SCERT Gangtok for choos-
ing their remote school for 
such exposure visits.

North Dist General 
Elections awards 
ceremony held
Mangan, 04 Jun [IPR]: 
The North District 
General Election-2019 
Awards Ceremony was 
held here at Zilla Guest 
House today.

The officers and staffs 
who performed well 
during general election 
2019 were awarded in 
ten categories: Best As-
sistant Returning Offi-
cers, Best Nodal Officers, 
Best Sector Magistrate, 
Best Sector Police Offi-
cer, Best FST &SST Mag-
istrate, Best EVM Com-
missioning Team, Best 
Presiding Officer, Best 
Polling Team, Best Booth 
Level Officer and Best 
Supporting Staffs Team.

Altogether, 34 
awardees were conferred 
with citations and prizes 
at the ceremony.

Samdup Lepcha, Min-
ister for Public Work 
(Road & Bridges ), and 
Forest Minister Karma 
Loday Bhutia, accom-
panied by former Zilla 
Upadhashya, North, NT 
Lepcha, attended the cer-
emony as special guests.

The programme was 
also attended by the Dis-
trict Magistrate, North, 
Raj Yadav, Sr. Superinten-
dent of Police, Kunzang 
Dorjee Shagderpa, ADCs, 
SDMs, BDOs, Officers 
and staffs of the District 
Administrative Centre, 
Mangan.

Speaking at the 
awards ceremony, both 
Ministers congratulated 
the awardees and DM for 
the free and fair election 
conducted in the district. 
Further, they urged to 
government employees 
to discharge their duties 
with utmost dedication 
and sincerity in the inter-
est of the public.

Singtam preps for SKM 
victory celebration

yOGeN thAtAl
Singtam, 04 Jun:

Sikkim Krantikari Mor-
cha party workers of 

Khamdong-Singtam con-
stituency are gearing up 
for a grand victory cele-
bration here at Singtam 
bazaar scheduled for 05 
June at the regional party 
office here. This will be a 
double-whammy of sorts 

as the event will also be 
an Eid celebration.

The party worker are 
expecting more than 
a thousand SKM sup-
porters to attend the 
celebration. 

The  new MLA from 
the constituency, Dr MK 
Sharma, is scheduled to 
interact with party work-
ers at the event.
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CapitalTIMES

Social Justice, Empowerment & Welfare Department
Integrated Child Protection Scheme

Government of Sikkim
Walk-In-Interview

No. 581/SJE&WD/ICPS/2019                                       Dated: 17/05/2019

eMPlOyMeNt NOtICe
Applications are invited from eligible local candidates for filling up of the following posts 
on contractual basis for a period of three years under Integrated Child Protection Scheme 
in the Social Justice Empowerment & Welfare Department sponsored by the Ministry of 
Women & Child Development. The details of posts and eligibility criteria are as under:-

S l . 
No.

Name of the 
post

No. of post Educational Qualifications Sitting Allow-
ance

1 Member, 
Child 
Welfare 
Committee 
(05 posts)

02 
(East Dis-
trict)
02 
(North 
District)
01 
(West Dis-
trict)

•	 Should have a minimum 
of 07 (Seven) years of ex-
perience of working with 
children in the field of 
education, health, or wel-
fare activities. OR

•	 Should be a practicing 
professional with a de-
gree in Child Psychology 
or Psychiatry or Social or 
Sociology of Human De-
velopment of in the field 
of Law. OR

•	 A retired judicial officer

Rs. 1500/- 
per sitting

2 Member, 
Juvenile Jus-
tice Board
(02 posts)

01 
(East Dis-
trict)
01 
(North 
District)

•	 Should have atleast 07 
(Seven) years of expe-
rience of working with 
children in the field of 
education, health, or wel-
fare activities. OR

•	 Should be a practicing 
professional with a de-
gree in Child Psychology 
or Sociology or in the 
field of Law.

Rs. 1500/- 
per sitting

Terms and Conditions:
1. All the placement stated above under the Integrated Child Protection Scheme 

are purely on contractual basis.
2. The above appointment shall not confer not any right for regularization in fu-

ture.
3. The candidate shall be selected through walk-in-interview.
4. The candidate fulfilling above eligibility criteria as prescribed against each post 

shall apply.
5. Candidate must be in good health and physically fit to discharge his/her duties.
6. Application should have attained 35 (thirty five) years of age.

The interested candidate fulfilling the eligibility criteria must submit the RESUME addressed 
to the office as stated below on or before 19.06.2019 (WEDNESDAY) latest by 4 P.m.
Other requirements:

1. Attested copy or requisite qualification from a recognized Board/University, 
form 10th Standard onwards.

2. Attested copy of Sikkim Subject Certificate/Certificate of Identification from the 
Concerned Authority.

3. Attested copy of valid Local Employment Card.
4. No objection Certificate from the Secretary, Head of Department in the case of 

any temporary employee serving in Government Departments.
5. Experience Certificate duly certified by the relevant Issuing Authority.

Application addressed to the Additional Secretary-cum-Director, ICPS, SJE&WD, along 
with the Under Secretary, ICPS, Social Justice empowerment & Welfare Department, 5th 
Mile, Lumsey, East Sikkim on or before 19.06.2019 (WEDNESDAY) latest by 4 p.m. Only 
applications with prescribed and attested documents received within the stipulated date 
and time shall be entertained.
Social Justice, Empowerment, & Welfare Department reserves the right to reject any appli-
cation not found fulfilling the above terms and conditions. NO TA/DA shall be admissible 
for attending the interview.
Original documents should be submitted at the time of interview
Date of interview is on 27th June 2019.
Venue of the interview is in Conference Hall, SJE&WD.
Time of the interview will be from 10.30 a.m. onwards
Note: interested and eligible candidates may also visit www.sikkimsocialwelfare.gov.in

Sd/-
(K. Sreenivasulu), IAS

Principal Secretary
Social Justice, Emp. & Welfare Department

R.O. No.: 26/IPR/PuB/Classi/19-20 
Date: 17/05/2019

https://www.facebook.com/SummitTimesSikkim/

heAlth CARe huMAN SeRvICe & 
FAMIly WelFARe DePARtMeNt

Government of Sikkim

teNDeR NOtICe
Sealed Tenders are invited from registered Motor parts and hardware suppli-
ers/authorized dealers to enter into rate contract for the supply of Motor parts 
of Maruti Make vehicles (Gypsy, van, Wagon R), Mahindra make vehicles (Bole-
ro, Scorpio, Marsal, D.P. Jeep, Pick-up) Swaraj Majda Bus, Eicher bus, Tata Bus 
and Force motors ambulances to State Health Mechanical Workshop, Health 
Care Human Services & Family Welfare Department.

The Tender form with the list of items can be obtained from the office of the 
Assistant Engineer (mech) during working hours from 6th June 2019 to 20th 
June 2019 on production of bank challan of Rs.5000/-(Rupees five thousand) 
only deposited under Head 0210-800-other receipts.

Sealed Tender should reach the office of the undersigned at Tadong Convoy 
Ground on or before 28th June 2019 before 12 noon accompanied by the TDR/
FDR of Rs.50000.00 (Fifty Thousand only) in favour of Superintending Engi-
neer(mech). The quotation will be opened on the same day at 13:00 Hrs. Late 
submission of the tender will not be entertained.

Eligibility criteria:
(i) The Tenderers should have retail outlet within 5 km radius from the 

State Health Mechanical Workshop, Tadong. (should enclose Proof of location).
(ii) The Tenderers should provide audited statement on the amount of 

stocks available and assets and liabilities.
(iii) Valid Trade license, GST Certificate and Tax Clearance.
Terms and condition:
(i) Freak rates will be rejected.
(ii) Spares should be supplied within 24 hours of issue of order and deliver 

to SHMW, Tadong.
(iii) This tender is for Rate contract only and does not guarantee placement 

of bulk supply order.
(iv) All registered suppliers will have to supply at the lowest accepted rates.
(v) Bulk order will be placed only after trial orders and subject to fulfill-

ment of order in Quality and Quantity.
The department reserves the right to accept or reject one all of all the appli-

cations without assigning reasons any thereof.
Sd/-

Superintending Engineer (Mechanical).
Health Care Human Service & Family Welfare Department

Government of Sikkim. 
R.O No. 37/IPR/Pub/Classi./19-20     Date: 04.06.2019

Sneha Kinetic Power Projects Pvt. ltd.
2 X 48 MW Dikchu HEP

PuBlIC NOtICe
Date: …../06/2019

This is to inform the general public residing on the bank of River Dik-
chu between Lingdok/ Lower Phodong to Dikchu that with the onset 
of monsoon the river level in the downstream of Dam at Lingdok/ 
Lower Phodong, Rokshay, Lower Rakdong, Lower Tanek, shall in-
crease due to release of excess water from the Lingdok Dam built by 
M/S Sneha Kinetic Power Projects Pvt. Ltd. and this is regular oper-
ational requirement and also in case of emergency regulation of in-
coming flood. The river water level downstream of Power house at 
Dikchu shall also increase suddenly due to release of water from the 
Tail Race Tunnel.

“Sirens Hooters” will be blown at various locations to warn the 
public on each increase in the water level, release of water from dam 
and hence, it is requested that all the people should take note of the 
“Siren Hooter” alarm as and when it is released sounded and take 
safety measure for self safety.

As such it is advised and appealed at all the people that at this sit-
uation they should not enter the river and also not allow their live-
stock etc. to graze approach near the reservoir periphery or in the 
downstream areas from Lingdok /Lower Phodong, Rokshay, Lower 
Rakdong, and Lower Tanek to Dikchu. It is also not advisable to carry 
out activities like picnic, fishing, boating, swimming, collection of riv-
er materials, collection of fire wood and grass, washing etc. close to 
the river banks during this condition.

It may be noted that Sneha Kinetic Power Projects Pvt. limit-
ed-shall not be responsible for any mishap due to ignorance of the 
advice as above. Further clarification if any in this regard may be ob-
tained from SKPPPL office at Dikchu or at these numbers 7407004662 
(Dam Control Room) 9733314957/ 9593385439 (Power House 
Control Room) or E-mail dikchuph@greenkoenergyprojects.com

The above information is issued in the interest of the public resid-
ing along the banks of River Dikchu from Lingdok/Lower Phodong to 
Dikchu.
For: M/s Sneha Kinetic Power Projects Pvt. ltd.

It’s raining goals at C-Div league

Summit Report
Gangtok, 04 Jun: 

High scoring matches 
were played at the 

ongoing Sikkim Football 
Association C-Division 
Sikkim League here at Pal-

jor Stadium on Tuesday. 
Sikkim Boys collected 

a full three points thrash-
ing Mustang Football 
Club of Sang 6-0. 

Kinga Lepcha and 
Suraj Rai scored a brace 

each, while Passang Ta-
mang and Ronat Gurung 
contributed a goal each 
towards the team’s vic-
tory.

In the second match, 
Manik Football Club, 

Dzongu, thrashed 
Namthang Football Club 
9-2. 

Rapgay Lepcha 
scored a double hattrick 
for Manik FC, while his 
teammates Joney Lep-

cha, Nimchung Lepcha 
and Suraj Subba scored a 
goal each. 

Likewise, Sailash 
Bhujel and Deepesh 
Chettri scored a goal 
each for Namthang FC.

CM’s Id-ul-Fitr greetings 
Gangtok, 04 Jun [IPR]: 
The Chief Minister of Sik-
kim, P.S.Golay and Sarda 
Tamang and Krishna Ku-
mari Rai have conveyed 
warm greetings to the 
people of the state on the 
occasion of Id-ul-Fitr. 

Id-ul-Fitr also known 
as the ‘Festival of Break-
ing the Fast’, is a religious 
holiday celebrated by 
Muslims worldwide that 
marks the end of Ra-
madan, the Islamic holy 
month of fasting. The 
holiday celebrates the 
conclusion of the 29 or 
30 days of dawn-to-sun-
set fasting during the en-
tire month of Ramadan.

In his message, the 

Chief Minister has said, 
“The festival of Eid brings 
happiness after the end 
of Ramadan month. The 
Holy Quran emphasises 
on belief, prayer, char-
ity and good deeds, so 
let us all resolve to pro-
mote brotherhood, uni-
ty, peace, love and com-
passion and join hands 
to create a harmonious 
world.”

The Chief Minister 
has further stated, “On 
this auspicious occa-
sion of Id-ul-Fitr, let us 
redeem our pledge to 
respect the dignity of hu-
man beings, the sanctity 
of life and the solemnity 
of all faiths.”

Governor’s greetings on Id-Ul-Fitr
SuMMIt RePORt
Gangtok, 04 Jun:

On the occasion of Id-
Ul-Fitr, Governor of 

Sikkim, Ganga Prasad has 
extended warm greet-
ings to the people of Sik-
kim, as per a Raj Bhavan 
communiqué.

In his message the 
Governor has said, “The 
joyous occasion of Id, 
marking the end of ‘Ra-
madan’, the Islamic holy 
month brings hope, com-
fort and reassurance in 
our collective quest to 
establish harmony and 
peace for the betterment 

of mankind. May this 
festival bring with it the 
lasting peace ending the 
conflict and ideological 
differences in the present 
day world. Let the hostile 
forces threatening the 
ideal of universal broth-
erhood, as propagated by 
Quran, abandon their un-
realistic tryst for the com-
mon good of mankind.

On this happy oc-
casion let us rededi-
cate ourselves towards 
strengthening the bonds 
of brotherhood and love 
amongst all members of 
society.”                         

tourism Dept gives warm 
welcome to new Minister 

Gangtok, 04 Jun (IPR): 
Minister for Tourism and 
Civil Aviation Depart-
ment, B.S. Panth was giv-
en a warm welcome by 
the Officers and Staff of 
Tourism and Civil Avia-
tion Department at Pa-
ryatan Bhawan Tadong 
here today. 

Secretary, T.T Bhu-
tia and Special Secre-
tary, Namrata Thapa 

appraised the Minister 
regarding the function 
of various sections of the 
department and ongoing 
projects. The Minister 
gave a patient hearing to 
all the proposals present-
ed to him. 

The Minister assured 
to support in making the 
Tourism and Civil Avi-
ation Department a vi-
brant Department.

GAC chief convenor resigns 
SuMMIt RePORt
Gangtok, 04 Jun:

Passang Sherpa, who 
had contested the re-

cent Lok Sabha elections 
as an Independent candi-
date, has resigned from the 
post of Chief Convenor of 
Gorkha Apex Committee, 
a press release informs.

Mr Sherpa has for-
warded his resignation 
letter to the Convenor 
[Organisation] with a 

copy to Chief Advisor 
of the committee. He 
has said that his resig-
nation is due to “per-
sonal reasons”.

“I shall ever remain 
grateful to all the mem-
bers and executive com-
mittee for their contin-
ued support during my 
tenure in the organiza-
tion. I wish everyone 
great success in days to 
come,” the release states.
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WRITE US: 
Readers are invited to 
comment on, criticise, run 
down, even appreciate if they like 
something in this paper. Letters 
carrying abusive/ indecorous 
language and personal attacks, 
except when against people 
responsible in this newspaper 
(who are fair game), will have 
to be ignored. Letters which 
carry forward a conversation or 
initiate a dialogue will command 
immediate attention and receive 
prominence.  
Mail us at: news@summittimes.com

This Eid, We Should Have 
Said Sorry

By outsourcing nationalism to a political 
ideology, we have let the country down

There is much that we, as citizens of this great de-
mocracy, need to be apologetic about, especial-

ly when it comes to the sustained uncertainties we 
have imposed on the minorities and the marginal-
ized, particularly the Muslims of the land. Those of 
us who happen to have Muslim friends would have 
noticed that Eid-ul-Fitr is upon us and will, in all 
probability, pass in a generally subdued note across 
the nation and the region. And no, it was not just the 
downturn in economy that has depressed the cele-
brations, it was more the brazen villianisation of vic-
tims of systemic violence that has marred the mo-
ment. That, and also the fact that the party which has 
swept the Parliament this time has only one Muslim 
MP [it had fielded only 6] in its roster of over 300! 
That is a dangerous trend. Had the apologies come 
earlier, this might not have been the case. Yes, the 
apologies should have come much earlier, but since 
they didn’t, the arrival of Eid offers that opportunity.

Residents of Faridabad’s Khandwali village in 
UP observed Eid last year wearing black arm-bands 
during the morning namaz. It might have almost 
become fashionable nowadays to flaunt black arm-
bands, even sporting them as stylish bandanas, for 
whichever issue social-media flags for the day, but it 
is not as easily adopted by Muslims on such a special 
occasion as the morning namaz of Eid-ul-Fitr. Their 
faith does not allow for superficial rituals, so there 
must have been a very deep hurt they are nursing. 
And there are few hurts deeper than losing a son to 
detestable communalism which is increasingly be-
ing normalized in our country due to sheer repeti-
tion. 17-year-old Junaid of Khandwali was stabbed 
to death on board a train while returning from Eid 
shopping in Delhi. Violence is not rare in the region 
Junaid comes from, but the violence which visited 
him and his brothers, irrespective of what triggered 
the altercation, was taken to its macabre end by the 
near perpetual targeting of people of his faith in the 
country. And media has played a role in this. When 
television debates over the lynching of a suspected 
cow smuggler or beef eater discusses the bovine 
angle with even more seriousness than the clearly 
criminal intent of the attackers, they send out a signal 
that the victim somehow invited the violence with 
this conduct. Hmm… where have we heard that ar-
gument before? Point out the disgusting chauvinism 
that such incidents and the follow-up discussions 
display, and one is greeted with the same righteous 
offence as the documentary, “India’s Daughter”, was 
treated to for having exposed the endemic patriar-
chy and social sanction that set up our daughters as 
such easy targets of rape. When television channels 
cry blue murder because some Muslims supposedly 
celebrated Pakistan’s victory in a cricket match, not 
the battlefield mind you, they perpetuate a prejudice 
that mass media and dominant politics are already 
trying hard to establish. 

Cheering for another country is no crime and 
should not be projected as one. But we routinely al-
low it to be done and when we do so, we also become 
part of the rabble-rousers and end up sharing part 
of the blame when mad mob acts out the suspicions 
and fears. By allowing a political ideology to define 
nationalism for us, we disown democracy itself, and 
for this and everything else we put fellow  Muslim 
citizens of the country through, this Eid, we should 
have apologized. 

NGOs need international protection 
from hindu nationalism in India

thirty years on, China is still trying to whitewash 
the tiananmen crackdown from its history

ChONGyI FeNG
theconversation.com

General Wei Fenghe, China’s de-
fence minister, surprised the 

world over the weekend.
In a speech at Singapore’s Shan-

gri-La Dialogue — an annual Asian 
security defence summit – he said 
the Chinese government made the 
“correct” decision ordering a mili-
tary crackdown on the student-led, 
pro-democracy protests at Tianan-
men Square in 1989:

“That incident was a political tur-
bulence and the central government 
took measures to stop the turbulence.”

Then, on Monday, the En-
glish-language Global Times news-
paper, a mouthpiece of the commu-
nist government, ran an editorial fur-
ther defending the June 4 Tiananmen 
massacre:

“As a vaccination for the Chinese 
society, the Tiananmen incident will 
greatly increase China’s immunity 
against any major political turmoil in 
the future.”

The June 4 crackdown has been 
one of the most sensitive and taboo 
subjects in China over the past three 
decades. So why is the government 
now justifying the brutal military 
violence against unarmed citizens in 
such an open fashion? 
A hARSh CRACKDOWN AND IM-
MeDIAte DeNIAl

The Chinese government has 
good reason to worry about open 
discussions about the Tiananmen 
crackdown. The 1989 pro-democra-
cy protests were one of the largest 
and most peaceful social movements 
in modern world history. The stu-
dents and other participants did not 
take violent actions or put forward 
radical demands. They simply ap-

pealed for the government to reform 
itself. The protests involved over a 
million students and other citizens 
in Beijing (as well as other cities), 
but were so peaceful and well-or-
ganised that the protesters did not 
smash a single window along the 
capital’s streets during seven weeks 
of demonstrations.

The moderate wing of the CCP at 
the time, led by General Secretary 
Zhao Ziyang, accepted the movement 
as “patriotic” and the demands for 
reforms as legitimate.

The moderates supported the 
principle of “resolving the issues on 
the track of democracy and rule of 
law” and conducted conciliatory dis-
cussions with the protesters. They 
were also prepared to allow greater 
press freedom and independence in 
China, loosen the constraints on civil 
society organisations, and tackle cor-
ruption in the government.

It is a shame the hardliners, led 
by Army Chief Deng Xiaoping, dis-
missed Zhao and his followers and 
sent over 200,000 soldiers equipped 
with machine guns, tanks, cannons 
and helicopters to take lethal action 
against the protesters, resulting in 
the death of hundreds of innocent 
citizens, if not more.

The order to shoot civilian citi-
zens was so shameful that most sol-
diers defied it to reduce casualties. 
And despite two to three months 
of propaganda attempts to praise 
the soldiers as heroes, the CCP and 
Chinese People’s Liberation Army 
(PLA) later altered its description of 
the event from the “pacification of a 
counter-revolutionary riot” to the 
“Tiananmen disturbance” or the “Ti-
ananmen incident”.

The Chinese government has 
also banned any discussions of the 

subject in classrooms, in print and 
online. This attempt to erase history 
prompted one author to call China 
the “People’s Republic of Amnesia.”
WhIteWAShING OF hIStORy

Wei’s comments in Singapore 
and the Global Times editorial reflect 
the party’s longstanding line on the 
crackdown.

During and right after the mili-
tary response, the CCP regime con-
structed a narrative that portrayed 
the peaceful protests as a conspiracy 
of hostile forces backed by Western 
powers to create turmoil and di-
vide China. The government justi-
fied its crackdown as necessary for 
maintaining stability, paving the 
way for China’s rise and eliminat-
ing “the thought trend of bourgeois 
liberalisation”.

It also launched a comprehensive 
and sustained “campaign of patriotic 
education” to indoctrinate students 
from kindergartens to universities 
with this party-approved narrative, 
omitting any inconvenient facts. 

Today, students are either taught 
nothing about the Tiananmen mas-
sacre or told the protesters were 
criminals. Some Chinese students 
in my university classes in Aus-
tralia have even refused to con-
sider readily available information 
about the event after several years of 
studying abroad.

Worse still, many Chinese immi-
grants coming to Australia after 1989 
share the same wilful ignorance.

In the modern world, repressive 
authoritarian rule is not a necessary 
condition for economic development 
and prosperity, and never should be. 
All stable and well-developed econ-
omies around the world are liberal 
democracies, including Australia.

The rapid economic growth in 

China over the last four decades did 
not result from the communist dicta-
torship, which condemned China to 
utter poverty for 30 years during the 
Mao Zedong era. The primary fac-
tor contributing to China’s rise was 
the evolution of the country from a 
totalitarian society to a more open 
one. This allowed for more per-
sonal autonomy and greater expo-
sure to globalisation, including the 
transfer of capital, technologies, 
skills and new ideas.

Indeed, when the Tiananmen 
massacre took place, few could 
imagine the CCP regime would last 
another three decades, let alone 
become a superpower second only 
to the United States in economic 
and military might.

However, as a “fragile super-
power”, China is mired in a host of 
problems. These include systematic 
corruption, environmental degener-
ation, loss of public trust in govern-
ment, enormous wealth inequality, 
burgeoning debt, and growing ten-
sions between “stability mainte-
nance” and the defence of human 
rights. Despite the government’s soft 
power moves abroad, the world also 
remains suspicious of its actions in 
the South China Sea and initiatives 
like One Belt, One Road.

The government’s defence of 
the 1989 crackdown demonstrates 
a paranoia that a “colour revolu-
tion”, or another popular uprising, 
will someday come to challenge the 
regime.

One can only hope this insecuri-
ty becomes a self-fulfilling prophecy 
and the zeitgeist of the June 4 gener-
ation is one day breathed back to life.

[the writer is Associate 
Professor in China Studies, 

University of Technology Sydney]

ROOMANA huKIl
theconversation.com

The return to power of Narendra Modi’s right-
wing Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) creates un-

certainty about the future of advocacy in India.
Since 1976, civil society organizations have faced 

multiple operational challenges as successive gov-
ernments have tried to undermine their work with 
accusations of “anti-nationalism” and “sedition.”

It’s important to examine the role of Hindu na-
tionalism — also BJP’s founding ideology — since 
it regards NGOs as undemocratic and anti-Indian. 
But it’s equally critical to remember there are pro-
visions guaranteed under international law to pro-
tect NGO activity in India.
hINDutvA POlItICS AND NGOS

BJP’s Hindutva ideology is based 
on the advancement of a Hindu rash-
tra, or Hindu kingdom. The underly-
ing tenet is to regulate the working of 
civil society through Hindu religious 
doctrine that imposes vigilantism, vi-
olence and punishment on those who 
defy order.

Hindu nationalism reinforces the 
glorification and revivalism of Hin-
duism, the supremacy of a nation and 
invokes intolerance towards other 
non-Hindu groups that seek socio-
cultural change and justice in society.

The BJP views NGO activists as de-
fiant because they challenge conven-
tional notions of power, social struc-
tures and hierarchies that conflict with 
the idea of Hindu majoritarianism and 
status quo culture.

For instance, the Modi government targeted 
faith-based organizations in 2017 for their alleged 
involvement with religious conversions. Com-
passion International, a foreign-funded Christian 
charity group, was shut down and asked to part-
ner with other religious organizations apart from 
Christians if it wanted to re-register as a legal en-
terprise again.

Similarly, several local as well as transnation-
al NGOs seeking justice for Muslims in Gujarat in 
2002 were threatened with investigation and bank 
account closures if they continued their work.

While previous governments have been intol-
erant towards NGOs in the past, the BJP is taking 
it further, polarizing civil society with far-right 
politics. Transnational NGOs have been targeted 
for “serving as tools for foreign policy interests of 
western governments,” but local NGOs that don’t 
fall under the Foreign Contributions Regulation 
Act (FCRA) mandate are also experiencing repres-
sion and harassment.

In 2018, 13 activists were killed during the 
Sterlite protests in Toothukudi, Tamil Nadu. 

In Pune, several lawyers, academics and po-

ets were arrested for their alleged involvement 
as “[Urban Naxals]” practising unlawful activities 
last year. Additionally, recent amendments to the 
Forest Rights Act proposes restoring authoritative 
powers to forest authorities. This will deny land 
ownership rights of forest dwellers and reduce ac-
cessibility to tribal land through force and vandalism.
SySteMAtIC DISMANtlING OF NGOS

The BJP has meticulously orchestrated a sys-
tematic dismantling of NGOs (non-governmental, 
non-profit organizations) that has put the future of 
Indian advocacy surrounding socioeconomic and 
environmental issues in jeopardy.

Congressional amendments to the FCRA in 
2010 made it clear that there would be stricter 
oversight and monitoring of foreign-funded NGOs 

that engage in critical discourse.
These amendments included:
- Regular registration renewals;
- Setting up of separate bank accounts for 

foreign and domestic contributions;
- Prescribing various offences and penalties 

for defaulters, including suspension and 
cancellation of registration licences.

In effect, the FCRA crippled the NGO sector, 
subdued critical dialogue and restricted transna-
tional partnerships in civil society deemed crucial 
for effective policy-making.

However, with the BJP in power, the scope of 
transnational advocacy has been even further re-
duced. 

Since 2014, local activists have been finding 
it difficult to obtain financial, technological or ca-
pacity-building support from abroad or from local 
officials because external NGOs and local philan-
thropic organizations are reluctant to aid rights-
based advocacy. While the FCRA curtails foreign 
funding, philanthropists currently shy away from 
supporting critical activity for the fear of appear-
ing anti-government.

Activists are now concerned about the pros-
pects for activism in India, and are worried about 
their day-to-day survival in the state as the BJP 
continues to penalize dissenters.

In this light, what can international and lo-
cal organizations do to safeguard the interests of 
NGOs in the future?
INteRNAtIONAl INteRveNtION IS CRuCIAl

In 2016, the United Nations Special Rapporteur 
pointed out that India was placing unreasonable 
restrictions on transnational advocacy networks 
by silencing them on obscure grounds. It asked 
the Indian government to repeal the FCRA, which 
didn’t happen.

This is because currently, UN regulations ar-
en’t rigorously enforced to prevent governments 

from dismantling civil soci-
ety operations in the Global 
South. If enforced, they could 
guarantee and promote NGO 
rights surrounding freedom 
of assembly and association. 
Sanctions should also be im-
posed to keep non-compliant 
and exploitative governments 
in check.

A common platform for 
discussion can help NGOs re-
view government policies and 
deal with repressive actions. 
For instance, certain South 
African states allow NGOs to 
gather once a year to discuss 
issues of common interest. In 
India, that doesn’t happen.

There’s also a need for 
change in the culture of Indian 

philanthropy to ensure NGOs are supported and 
not questioned about their credibility. Activists 
must be treated as equal stakeholders in society so 
that money is distributed for civic education, legal 
literacy and accountability-related work.

Amid this cultural ecosystem change is the 
need for NGOs, in turn, to be fully transparent 
about their funding and operations.

Now that the BJP has won the election with a 
majority, it gives the Indian government the legit-
imacy to act freely and bend laws without being 
questioned because acquiring an electoral man-
date by the state means complete adherence to 
government policies and structures.

But democracy isn’t just about winning elec-
tions. It is about equal participation. Socioeco-
nomic and environmental reforms cannot be left 
exclusively for the government to manage. The 
international community must help ensure that 
civil society and the citizenry are being heard to 
counter India’s conservative policies and right-
wing politics.

[the writer is PhD Candidate, Department 
of Political Science, McMaster University]
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A month after Fani, 1.64 lakh families 

still without  electricity in Odisha

Bhubaneswar, Jun 4 
(PTI): A month after 
cyclone Fani ravaged 
Odisha after making 
landfall near Puri, more 
than five lakh people of 
1.64 lakh households 
in the coastal districts 
were without electrici-
ty, an official said. In the 
worst-hit Puri district, 
power supply could be 
restored to 52 per cent 
of the 2,91,171 electrici-
ty consumers, the official 
said on Monday.

Puri district bore 
the maximum brunt of 
the extremely severe 
cyclone, which made a 
landfall near the pilgrim 
town on May 3.

At least 64 persons, 

including 39 from Puri 
district alone, were killed 
in the calamity.

The cyclone had also 
affected a total of 1.65 
crore people in 14 dis-
tricts of the state.

The official said of 
the total 25,01,131 elec-
tricity consumers in the 
affected districts, pow-
er has been restored to 
23,36,584 consumers.

Angul, Dhenkanal, 
Cuttack, Puri, Nayagarh, 
Khurdha, Kendrapada, 
Jagatsinghpur and Jajpur 
were among the districts 
affected by the cyclone.

There has been a sig-
nificant improvement in 
drinking water, banking, 
telecom and other ser-

vices in the cyclone-hit 
areas, the official said.

Odisha’s school and 
mass education minister 
Samir Ranjan Dash, who 
hails from Puri district, 
said, all out efforts were 
being made to restore 
power in rural areas of 
the district.

The authorities have 
been asked to repair the 
schools as the summer 
vacation will be over on 
June 19, Dash said.

“Though we have 
set a target to complete 
power restoration work 
within June, no specific 
date can be fixed,” a se-
nior official of the power 
department said.

Special relief com-

missioner B P Sethi in a 
letter to the collectors of 
cyclone-hit districts said 
that the ground report 
on the number of houses 
damage should be made 
keeping in mind the actu-
al damage of houses.

“If you are recom-
mending X amount of 
money for a damaged 
house, will it be sufficient 
for a hapless person, 
whose house has been 
damaged due to super 
storm Fani? “ Sethi asked 
in the letter.

The State Disaster 
Response Fund (SDRF) 
and National Disaster 
Response Fund (NDRF) 
have already announced 
the amount of assistance 

for damaged houses 
during disasters for the 
period 2015-2020.

For fully damaged 
and destroyed houses in 
the plains, Rs 95,100 has 
been allotted per house 
and Rs 1,01,900 has been 
allotted per house in the 
hilly areas.

Meanwhile, an in-
ter-ministerial central 
team visited Odisha from 
May 12 to May 15 and 
conducted an on the spot 
assessment of the dam-
ages caused due to the 
cyclone.

A preliminary report 
of damage amounting to 
Rs 11,942.68 crore was 
shared with the central 
team, an official said.

Giriraj ignites fire in NDA with snide 
‘iftaar’ tweet targeting NDA leaders

New Delhi, Jun 4 
(PTI): Union minister 
Giriraj Singh on Tues-
day mocked his NDA 
colleagues for attending 
‘iftaar’ parties, drawing 
sharp reactions from 
them that prompted BJP 
president Amit Shah to 
step in to douse the fire 
by admonishing the fiery 
Hindutva leader and ask-
ing him to avoid making 
such comments.

Singh posted four pic-
tures of key Bihar NDA 
leaders, including Chief 
Minister Nitish Kumar 
and Union minister Ram 
Vilas Paswan, attending 
‘iftaar’ parties and put 
out this snide tweet.

“How beautiful 
would the picture have 
emerged, had phalahaar 
(a fruit feast) been or-
ganised during Navara-
tra with the same fervour 
with splendid photo-
graphs taken. Why do we 
lag behind in observance 
of our own karm-dharm 
(religious customs) in 
public, while staying 
ahead in pretension,” he 
tweeted in Hindi.

A known detractor 
of Kumar since the days 
when he served in the 
state cabinet under him, 
Singh appeared to have 
aimed his barb specifical-
ly at the chief minister as 

all photographs featured 
him wearing a skullcap 
and a namaz kerchief 
covering his shoulders.

Senior Bihar BJP 
leader and Deputy Chief 
Minister Sushil Modi was 
also seen in one of the 
pictures.

The photographs 
were of iftaar parties 
hosted by Lok Janshakti 
Party president Paswan 
and opposition leader Ji-
tan Ram Manjhi in Patna.

The tweet from Singh, 
whose hardline Hindutva 
views have often sparked 
controversies, drew 
sharp reactions from 
BJP’s allies with LJP lead-
er Chirag Paswan saying 
that his remarks amount-
ed to questioning Indian 
traditions.

Hitting back at the 
BJP leader, Chirag Pas-
wan said his party be-
lieved in “sabka saath, 
sabka vikas, sabka vish-
was”, a slogan coined by 
Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi at a recent NDA 
meeting.

Lashing out at Singh, 
JD(U) leader and state 
minister Ashok Chowd-
hury said, “Had anybody 
stopped Giriraj from 
arranging phalahaar 
during Navaratra? I wish 
to warn him, not the en-
tire BJP, but him alone, 

that he must refrain from 
making such statements.”

“Giriraj must remem-
ber that his party is part 
of a coalition government 
in Bihar and he owes his 
big victory in the Lok 
Sabha polls in no small 
measure to the support 
of our leader (Nitish Ku-
mar),” Chowdhury said.

As fire within the 
ruling coalition raged, 
Shah called up Singh and 
admonished him for his 
tweets attacking the NDA 
leaders, sources said.

The BJP president 
also asked him to avoid 
making such comments.

After Kumar, who 
is also JD(U) president, 
declined one ministerial 
berth offered to his par-
ty by the BJP in the Modi 
government, the ties be-
tween the two main Bi-
har parties have strained.

After the Modi gov-
ernment was sworn in, 
Kumar expanded his 
ministry by inducting 
eight members from 
his party. No BJP mem-
ber was part of the ex-
pansion. NDA sources 
believe that disparag-
ing comments by Singh 
have a potential to harm 
the ties between the two 
parties. This may have 
prompted Shah to step 
in, they added.

Assam to reduce minimum age 
for panchayat head to 25 years

Guwahati, Jun 3 (PTI): 
The Assam government 
on Monday decided to 
reduce the minimum age 
for becoming a pancha-
yat head to 25 years from 
the existing 35 years. 
The decision was taken 
during a cabinet meeting, 
a release from the Chief 
Minister’s Office said.

However, the norm 
of having a maximum 
of two children for the 
same post will remain, it 
said. The cabinet also de-
cided to enact a new leg-

islation -- Assam Private 
Placement Agencies for 
Recruitment Regulation 
Act -- to safeguard the in-
terest of youths working 
outside the state.

Besides, the evic-
tion drive to clear the 
community lands from 
encroachments will be 
carried out under the 
amended Assam Land 
Revenue Regulation Act, 
1886, instead of the on-
going exercise under 
a Gauhati High Court 
order, the release said.  

The state government 
has planned to raise the 
authorised capital in As-
sam Power Distribution 
Company Ltd (APDCL) to 
Rs 5,000 crore from the 
existing Rs 250 crore, the 
CMO said.

The cabinet also de-
cided to raise the remu-
neration of the members 
of the development coun-
cils to Rs 25,000 a month 
from Rs 5,000, while that 
of the chief executive 
members to Rs 45,000 
from Rs 16,000.

Nagaland waste 
management policy aims 
for efficient management

NFR to complete electrification 
of 3,165 km tracks by 2020

Passang Dorjee Sona elected 
Arunachal assembly speaker

Guwahati, Jun 4 (PTI): 
The Northeast Frontier 
Railway has taken up a 
daunting task of electri-
fying more than 50 per 
cent of the total 6,242 km 
of railway lines by March 
2020, officials said on 
Tuesday.

A total of 534 km of 
railway lines has already 
been electrified and an 
additional 2,631 km of 
railway lines will be elec-
trified by March 2020, 
the spokesperson of NF 
Railway, P J Sharma, said.

A total of 219 kmof 
railway tracks under the 
jurisdiction of Katihar Di-
vision of NF Railway was 
electrified in 2017-18, 
including Katihar Yard 
(37.51 km) and Katihar- 
Kumedpur-Malda Court 
(181.84 km) sections, 
and since then a total of 
315 km of railway lines 
were electrified during 

2018 -19.
Electrification of 

1,085 km of railway 
tracks, including the Ra-
ninagar-Jalpaiguri-New 
Bongaigaon-Rangiya- 
Guwahati section, is sup-
posed to be completed 
by December 2019, the 
spokesperson said.

Currently, 21 pairs of 
passenger trains and 14 
goods train running on 
electric traction origi-
nate from NFR and travel 
towards other zones and 
this figure was expected 
to increase as more and 
more sections gets elec-
trified, he said.

Once the entire sec-
tion from Katihar to New 
Jalpaiguri is electrified 
which is expected to be 
completed by July 2019, 
the change of engines 
from electric to diesel 
will take place at New 
Jalpaiguri, he added.

The work on prepa-
ration of a detailed proj-
ect report (DPR) is also 
in progress for sections 
where electrification 
has been sanctioned 
during 2018-19 and 
these include Rangi-
ya- Rangapara-Harmu-
ti-Naharlagun (339 km), 
Harmuti-Murkongselek 
(230 km), Badarpur-Sil-
char section along with 
Arunachal- Jiribam and 
Katakhal-Bhairabi sec-
tions, Sharma said.

The other sec-
tions are Badarpur- 
Karimganj-Agartala- Sa-
broom section along 
with Agartala-Akhaura 
and Karimganj- Mahisha-
shan sections (590km) 
and Mariani-Jorhat 
Town-Furkating and Tin-
sukia Jn-Makum Jn-Tirap 
along with Makum-Dan-
gri section (174 km), 
Sharma added.

Itanagar, Jun 4 (PTI): Senior 
BJP member Passang Dorjee 
Sona was on Tuesday elected 
unopposed as the Speaker 
of the seventh assembly of 
Arunachal Pradesh.

Another BJP MLA Tes-
am Pongte was elected as 
the deputy speaker. Pro-
Tem Speaker Phosum Kh-
imhun declared the names 
of Sona and Pongte for 
the two posts as no other 
nominations were filed.

Chief Minister Pema 
Khandu, Deputy Chief 
Minister Chowna Mein 
and senior Congress 
legislator Ninong Ering 
escorted the newly elect-
ed speaker to his chair in 
the house. Sona has been 
representing Mechuka as-
sembly constituency in Shi-

Yomi district since 2009. 
Congratulating Sona for be-
ing elected as the speaker, 
Chief Minister Pema Khan-
du said the state’s tourism 
industry has flourished 
under him when he was the 
parliamentary secretary of 
the department.

Sona expressed his 
gratefulness to the mem-
bers of the house for elect-
ing him to the coveted post 

and assured them that he 
will be impartial while 
discharging his duties. 
“I assure you that each 
member will get equal op-
portunity irrespective of 
party affiliations,” he said.

A law graduate, 
47-year-old Sona was the 
son of Pasang Wangchuk 
Sona who was deputy 
speaker of the assembly 
between 1980 and 1985.

Kohima, June 4 (PTI): 
The Nagaland waste 
management policy tar-
gets efficient manage-
ment and proper dispos-
al of waste and educate 
the people to segregate 
bio-degradable, recycla-
ble and inert waste at 
source, an official said.

The Nagaland Inte-
grated Waste Manage-
ment Policy 2019 was 
enacted by the state gov-
ernment in February this 
year covers all urban and 
rural areas of the state, 
said deputy director in 
Urban Development de-
partment and Nodal Of-
ficer of Swachh Bharat 
Mission, Tarachu Fithu 
on Monday.

He said the intention 
of the policy is to enable 
the community to reduce 
waste, reuse and recycle.

As per the policy, 
waste management sce-
nario in the state is still 
by and large rudimenta-
ry in the absence of prop-
er policy or any regulato-
ry mechanism.

The urban areas com-
prising of 19 urban local 
bodies of the state, only 
Kohima has the scientif-
ic solid waste treatment 
plant located with 50 
tonne per day (TDP) ca-
pacity.

The rest of the ur-
ban local bodies have 
all landfill sites but they 

dump without any prop-
er treatment.

Waste production 
in the urban areas is 
about 342 TDP, the pol-
icy pointed. There are 
no collection systems at 
present in rural areas. 
But inherent practice 
of source segregation 
of wet waste for animal 
feed considerably reduc-
es the problem of waste 
management, it said.

The policy stated that 
some of the major issues 
faced in waste manage-
ment, especially in the 
urban areas are the avail-
ability of land, manpow-
er, machineries and re-
sources at the disposal of 
the authorities.

The policy stated that 
the Urban Development 
department shall ensure 
that all urban local bod-
ies prepare action plan 
individually as to how 
they will manage their 
wastes.

The Rural Develop-
ment department shall 
ensure that all village 
councils prepared an ac-
tion plan individually as 
to how they will manage 
their wastes.

The Deputy Commis-
sioner of all districts will 
ensure that solid waste 
management projects 
are included in develop-
ment activities of towns 
and villages.
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let the action begin: Mighty India 
face low on confidence South Africa

KuShAN SARKAR
Southampton, Jun 4 
(PTI): Virat Kohli will 
embark on the most 
defining journey of his 
international career, car-
rying the hopes of more 
than a billion when he 
leads India against an 
injury-hit South Africa in 
their World Cup opener 
here Wednesday.

Kohli is one of the 
best batsmen of this era 
but this edition of the 
World Cup will define 
his legacy as a leader, an 
aspect on which the jury 
is still out despite some 
heady achievements in 
the Test arena.

The current team 
does have potent 
match-winners with the 
skipper himself being the 
biggest of them all but it 
still misses the aura, the 
‘class of 2011’ under Ma-
hendra Singh Dhoni had.

Sachin Tendulkar, 
Virender Sehwag, Yuvraj 
Singh, Gautam Gambhir, 
Zaheer Khan and Har-
bhajan Singh were in a 
different league with the 
support cast compris-
ing Munaf Patel, Ashish 
Nehra, Suresh Raina and 
a young Kohli. But this 
team, led by Kohli and 
mentored by Dhoni, has 
had its share of good re-
sults and six wins in nine 
games would ensure a 
smooth passage into the 
semi-finals.

Two years of invest-
ment has gone into build-
ing a potent ODI squad, 
something that start-

ed right after the 2017 
Champions Trophy final 
loss against Pakistan.

The ‘Men In Blue’ 
have had adequate rest. 
All other teams have al-
ready played two games 
each and they can’t wait 
to kick-start their cam-
paign with a command-
ing performance.

The first match in a 
tournament of such vast 
magnitude is always im-
portant and South Afri-
ca’s confidence will be at 
its lowest following back-
to-back defeats against 
England and Bangladesh.

To make matters 
worse, senior speed-
ster Dale Steyn has been 
ruled out of the tourna-

ment due to a shoulder 
injury and has been re-
placed by left-arm seam-
er Beuran Hendricks.

Fast bowler Lungi 
Ngidi is also out for at 
least tomorrow’s game 
with a hamstring strain. 
Hashim Amla got a nas-
ty hit on the helmet off 
Jofra Archer’s short ball 
against England in the 
opening game.

The clash couldn’t 
possibly have been more 
well-timed as India have 
a chance to hold the 
Proteas by the scruff of 
their neck when they are 
seemingly at their weak-
est. However, a cornered 
opponent is always a 
dangerous proposition 

and head coach Ravi 
Shastri, a shrewd tacti-
cian by all means, will be 
surely making the play-
ers aware of the conse-
quences of taking their 
foot off the pedal.

The pitch at the 
Ageas Bowl stadium in 
Southampton, devoid of 
grass cover, is expected 
to be a batting-friendly 
but Kohli will have a few 
points to ponder upon 
as the weather forecast 
on match day indicates 
cloud cover with inter-
mittent shower.

Will a third seamer 
in Bhuvneshwar Kumar 
come into the picture? 
Does Ravindra Jadeja’s 
warm-up matches’ form 

get more credence than 
Kuldeep Yadav-Yuzven-
dra Chahal’s 22-month 
show in tandem? Does 
Kedar Jadhav fit in with-
out playing a single game 
for a month or Vijay 
Shankar gets a look in?

These are some of 
the pressing questions 
that skipper Kohli needs 
to address going into 
the first game. There’s 
no doubt that the Prote-
as are badly hit by poor 
form and injuries but it 
may just take one fiery 
spell from Kagiso Rabada 
to straighten things up.

A bit of help from 
the weather conditions 
with his scorching pace 
and ability to move the 

ball, Rabada could just 
unsettle the opening 
pair of Rohit Sharma and 
Shikhar Dhawan, who 
haven’t had the best of 
times during the past few 
months. Both are capable 
of turning the match on 
its head but they could be 
short on confidence due 
to lack of runs since the 
start of the away ODIs 
against Australia.

Rohit’s appar-
ent weakness against 
leg-spinners could be 
exploited by rival captain 
Faf du Plessis, who can 
again think of giving the 
new ball to Imran Tahir. 
KL Rahul is expected to 
take the No. 4 slot but it 
needs to be seen as to how 

well he performs when 
the condition are nippy. 
Dhoni at No 5 will be the 
stabilising factor and if he 
bats like the Bangladesh 
warm-up game, he can be 
a nightmare for the Prote-
as attack.

But what will be a big-
ger worry for Du Plessis 
will be the batting where 
AB de Villiers’ absence 
has surely had an impact. 
The poor technique of 
Proteas batsmen against 
slow bowlers have been 
time and again exposed 
and 20 overs of quality 
spin bowling could be 
too hot to handle for the 
South Africans.

In all, it’s advantage 
India at Southampton.

Teams (from):
India: Virat Kohli 

(captain), Shikhar Dha-
wan, Rohit Sharma, K L 
Rahul, Mahendra Singh 
Dhoni (wk), Hardik Pan-
dya, Kedar Jadhav, Vijay 
Shankar, Kuldeep Yadav, 
Yuzvendra Chahal, Jas-
prit Bumrah, Mohammed 
Shami, Bhuvneshwar 
Kumar, Dinesh Karthik, 
Ravindra Jadeja

South Africa: Faf du 
Plessis (captain), Quin-
ton de Kock (wk), Aiden 
Markram, Hashim Amla, 
JP Duminy, David Miller, 
Beuran Hendricks , Kagi-
so Rabada, Dwaine Per-
torius, Andile Phehluk-
wayo, Tabraiz Shamshi, 
Imran Tahir, Lungi Ngidi, 
Chris Morris, Rassie van 
der Dussen.

Match Starts: 3 pm 
IST.

Shoe-maker gets back snakeskin sandals made for 
PM Khan as Eid gift after paying Rs 50,000 fine

Andy Murray 
to begin 
comeback from 
surgery at 
Queen’s Club
London, Jun 4 (AP): Three-
time major champion 
Andy Murray is planning 
to return from hip surgery 
by competing in doubles 
at the Queen’s Club tour-
nament this month. Mur-
ray hasn’t played on tour 
since the Australian Open 
in January. Play at Queen’s 
Club starts June 17.

The former No. 1 play-
er says Queen’s Club is the 
“perfect place” to start his 
attempted comeback. He 
has won the singles title 
at the grass-court event 
five times. Murray has 
been “pain-free for a few 
months now” and made 
“good progress” in prac-
tice. He calls a doubles 
appearance with Felicia-
no Lopez “the next step 
for me as I try to return to 
the tour.”  

I want to make Dingko Singh biopic, but 
haven’t decided on my next: Shahid

In big setback to SA, Steyn 
ruled out of World Cup

Peshawar, Jun 4 (PTI): A famous Pa-
kistani shoe-maker who made sandals 
from snakeskin for Prime Minister Imran 
Khan as an Eid gift, which was confis-
cated by authorities for violating the 
country’s Wildlilfe Act, got the shoes back 
after he paid a hefty fine of Rs 50,000.

Officials from the Wildlife Depart-
ment in Khyber Pakhtunkhwa raided the 
shop Nooruddin Shinwari in Jehangir 
Pura Bazar in interior Peshawar City and 
confiscated two pairs of traditional Pe-
shwari sandals, made from snakeskin.

Such sandals are famously known as 
‘Kaptaan special chappals’ and the snake-
skin shoe was made as Eid gift for the crick-
eter-turned-politician by the shoe-maker.

He claimed that the serpentine mate-
rial had been sent from the US to his shop 
to craft two pairs, one for the donor and 
one for Prime Minister Khan to slip on.

The department took action against 
Shinwari, after a District Forest Offi-

cer (DFO) went to his shop as a decoy 
customer on Sunday and asked for a 
pair of sandals from the salesman.

He seized the sandals and later 
sent them to the lab for verification.

Shinwari got the sandals back on 
Monday, after paying a hefty fine of 
Rs 50,000 and signing an affidavit 
that he would not use the skin of an 
exotic animal in footwear again.

“I have got the chappal (sandals) back 
after paying a fine of Rs 50,000 and now 
I will present it to Prime Minister Im-
ran Khan as an Eid gift,” Nooruddin was 
quoted as saying by the DawnNewsTV.

Confirming this, a Sub-Divisional 
Forest Officer Amir Ali said that “the 
craftsman was slapped a fine of Rs 
50,000 after it was found that the san-
dals were made of python leather.”

“The shopkeeper has no documents to 
establish that the snakeskin was imported,” 
he was quoted as saying in the report.

Shinwari was also warned against 
using the skin of wild animals in the 
future and made to sign an affidavit at-
testing that he would not use the skin 
of wildlife creatures again, he added.

The sale and purchase of snakeskin is 
illegal under Pakistan’s Wildlife Act, 2015. 
According to the Act, no one is allowed to 
possess any wild or exotic animal (dead or 
alive) without a valid certificate or licence.

In 2015, the traditional Pesha-
wari chappal or sandal was launched 
by Shinwari as Kaptaan Chappal.

“No matter who the sandals were be-
ing made for, an illegal act would never be 
tolerated,” Khyber Pakhtunkhwa Minister 
for Environment Ishtiaq Urmur had said.

“If it is proven that the chappals were 
indeed made of snakeskin then the cobbler 
will have to face legal consequences as 
well as a fine provided he shows necessary 
documentation that it was (legally) im-
ported,” he said after the report emerged.

Mumbai, Jun 4 (PTI): 
Shahid Kapoor is yet to 
decide what he wants 
to do next after “Kabir 
Singh” but his wish is 
to feature in a biopic on 
boxer Dingko Singh.

There were reports 
that Shahid would turn 
producer for a film based 
on the life of Manipuri 
boxer Ngangom Dingko 
Singh.

The film, to be direct-
ed by Raja Krishna Me-
non, would feature Sha-
hid in the titular role.

When asked for an 
update on the project, 
Shahid told PTI, “I have 
the rights for Dingko 
Singh. It’s a film I real-
ly want to make, and I’ll 
make it. But I don’t know 
what I’m doing next.

“There’s nothing that 
I’ve committed to. Ev-
erything is in stages of 
conversation and discus-

sions. There’ll be an offi-
cial announcement soon 
on what I’m doing next.”

Dingko Singh (from 
Manipur) was the first 
and only Asian gold 
medallist boxer from 
India in the Bantam-
weight category and 
was awarded the Padma 

Shri in 2013.
Shahid’s latest film 

“Kabir Singh” is the re-
make of the Telugu hit 
“Arjun Reddy”.

“I feel nice that peo-
ple have a positive sen-
timent attached to the 
film. They are connecting 
to their past happy asso-

ciations with my perfor-
mances and are looking 
forward to this one. I am 
happy, anxious and excit-
ed to share the film with 
everyone,” he says.

Directed by Sandeep 
Reddy Vanga, the film is 
scheduled to be released 
on June 21.

Southampton, Jun 4 
(PTI): In a big blow to 
South Africa, pace spear-
head Dale Steyn was 
Tuesday ruled out of the 
World Cup after failing to 
recover from a shoulder 
injury, a development 
that could hasten his in-
ternational retirement.

South Africa have 
named left-arm seam-
er Beuran Hendricks as 
his replacement after 
approval from the Event 
Technical committee.

There is hardly any 
chance of a return in 
forseeable future for the 
35-year-old Steyn, who 
had sustained a second 
shoulder injury during 
IPL where he played a 
couple of games for Roy-
al Challengers Bangalore.

“The ICC has con-
firmed that the Event 
Technical Committee 
of the ICC Men’s Crick-
et World Cup 2019 has 
approved Beuran Hen-
dricks as a replacement 
player for Dale Steyn in 
the South Africa squad 
for the remainder of the 
tournament,” a media 
release stated. “Bowler 
Steyn has suffered a sec-
ond shoulder injury which 
has not responded to 
treatment and has ruled 
him out of bowling for the 
foreseeable future. His re-
placement Hendricks is 
a left-arm fast bowler,” it 
further stated.

South Africa skipper 
Faf du Plessis was under-
standably disappointed.

“Dale has struggled 
really hard to get back 
into the team. It’s been a 
tough two-year, two-and-
a-half years for him and 
he would need support 
right now. It’s important 
that us as the team and 
the management make 
sure there’s things in 

place for him to assist 
him, to be there for him. 
He needs love at the mo-
ment,” Du Plessis said 
at the pre-match press 
conference. “It’s a tough 
time for him. He’s tried 
really hard to get fit for 
this campaign. He was 
bowling unbelievably 
well in the lead-up to this 
tournament and the IPL 
he was at his best. Un-
fortunately, it happened 
there in the IPL in those 
two games that he played 
there,” the skipper said.

While he didn’t blame 
IPL but Du Plessis was 
thinking aloud what if 
Steyn wasn’t picked by 
the RCB as late replace-
ment. “Had he not been 
picked up for IPL, who 
knows where Dale would 
have been right now. We 
can’t control that. So it 
is important for me that 
we make sure that we are 
there for him because I 
know he’s been trying 
hard to make sure he is 
ready to try and make an 
impact on which will be 
his last World Cup.”

While the retirement 
looks imminent right 
now, team doctor Mo-
hammed Moosajee said 
that there is still hope.

“I think he will be 
coming back. The chal-
lenge is to get him back 
home, to get him to see 
his rehab team, the fo-
cus will be very much 
on strengthening work 
around the shoulder, as 
we can well understand 
the shoulder is a compli-
cated joint which moves 
into different plains.

“And once he gets the 
mobility in his shoul-
der close to where he 
was previously, I’m sure 
there’s every effort that 
he can come back,” the 
team doctor said. 

Trump 
promises 
May ‘very 
substantial’ 
trade deal 
after Brexit
London, Jun 4 (AFP): 
President Donald Trump 
touted a “very, very sub-
stantial trade deal” be-
tween the United States 
and Britain after Brexit 
as he met Prime Minister 
Theresa May on Tuesday 
for fraught talks held 
amid street protests. He 
joked to the outgoing 
British leader that she 
should “stick around” 
and reach a much stron-
ger economic alliance with 
the United States once her 
country finally leaves the 
European Union.

“I think we will have 
a very very substantial 
trade deal. It will be a 
very fair deal,” he told 
her at a meeting with 
business leaders and 
ministers, adding: “We’re 
going to get it done.” De-
spite having repeatedly 
criticised May’s Brexit 
strategy, Trump said she 
had done “a fantastic job”.

Nearby, left-wing ac-
tivists inflated an orange 
blimp of a baby Trump 
dressed in a diaper at a 
rally outside parliament 
that brought morning 
rush hour traffic to a halt.

It signalled the start 
of what are expected to 
be large protests against 
the president on the sec-
ond day of his three-day 
state visit. “Trump baby 
is just a mascot for a mas-
sive movement against 
Trump’s hateful and di-
visive politics,” organiser 
Leo Murray told AFP.

The president’s vis-
it is technically centred 
around Wednesday’s 
D-Day 75th anniversary 
commemorations on the 
south shore of England.

But it comes at an 
especially chaotic time 
for Britain. May will step 
down as Conservative 
Party leader on Friday 
over her inability to de-
liver Brexit despite focus-
ing on little else in almost 
three years in office.

She will stay on as 
prime minister until 
her successor is found 
among 13 contenders 
who must make some 
difficult choices before 
the twice-delayed Brexit 
deadline on October 31.

Before he arrived, 
Trump urged Britain to 
walk away from the EU 
without an agreement.

He also suggested 
that Brexit-backing for-
mer foreign minister Bo-
ris Johnson would be an 
“excellent” leader to get 
it done. He appeared to 
try to make amends for 
his diplomatic faux pas 
on Tuesday.

“I’d just like to con-
gratulate you on having 
done a fantastic job on 
behalf of the people of 
the United States and 
its an honour to have 
worked with you,” Trump 
told May. But the “special 
relationship” between 
the two sides is being 
tested over different ap-
proaches to Iran, climate 
change and China.

Talks are likely to cov-
er Britain’s possible use 
of Chinese firm Huawei’s 
technology in building 
its 5G network. A senior 
UK government official 
told The Times news-
paper that May would 
make “no apologies” over 
her reported decision to 
let Huawei build some 
non-essential parts of the 
next-generation mobile 
service. 
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hong Kong remembers tiananmen, 
fearful for its own future

Hong Kong, Jun 4 (AFP): 
Large crowds turned out 
for a mass candlelight 
vigil in Hong Kong on 
Tuesday evening mark-
ing 30 years since Chi-
na’s bloody Tiananmen 
crackdown, a gathering 
tinged with symbolism 
as the city struggles to 
preserve its own cher-
ished freedoms.

The eye-catching 
spectacle -- in which 
thousands of Hong 
Kongers clutched can-
dles, sang songs and 
listened to emotional 
speeches -- is the only 
place in China were such 
commemorations can be 
safely held.

The semi-autono-
mous financial hub has 
hosted an annual vigil 
every year since tanks 
and soldiers smashed 
into protesters near Bei-
jing’s Tiananmen Square 
on June 4, 1989 -- an il-
lustration of the city’s 
unusual freedoms and 
vibrant political scene.

Organised by a group 
of veteran democracy 
activists, the vigil de-
mands justice for vic-
tims and for China to 
embrace democracy.

But in more recent 
years the mass gather-
ings have taken on an 
increasingly contem-
porary significance as 
angst builds over Hong 
Kong’s future.

Organisers were 
hoping for a big turn-
out for Tuesday night’s 
vigil, fuelled by both the 
milestone of the thirtieth 
anniversary itself and 
a renewed furore over 
defending the city from 
an increasingly assertive 
Beijing. This year’s vigil 

comes at a time of huge 
controversy over plans 
by the city’s pro-Beijing 
government to allow 
extraditions to the Chi-
nese mainland for the 
first time.

The proposed law 
has sparked a backlash 
from figures in the le-
gal and business com-
munities as well as the 
largest demonstrations 
Hong Kong has seen 
since 2014, a year when 
pro-democracy protest-
ers took over key inter-
sections of the city for 
more than two months.

Tuesday’s vigil also 
comes just weeks after 
key leaders of those pro-
tests were jailed.

Gary Chiu, 35, attend-
ed the vigil with his wife 
and their young daugh-
ter. He viewed the threat 
of extradition as being 
pushed by the same forc-
es behind Tiananmen.

“Both are caused by 
the mainland China re-
gime,” he told AFP.

“I’m so heartbroken, I 
think Hong Kong is mov-
ing backwards step by 
step,” added a 56-year-
old woman, who only 
gave her initials QQL be-
cause she didn’t want her 
family to know she was 
attending. “We have to 
speak out, even if it’s just 
with a small voice.”

“Showing support for 
a student-led movement, 
this is also an expres-
sion of our discontent 
towards China’s violent 
regime,” added student 
Amy Cheung, 20.

Hong Kong enjoys 
freedom of speech and 
assembly rights unseen 
on the Chinese mainland 
under a 50-year hando-
ver agreement between 
former colonial power 
Britain and China.

But many fear those 
liberties are being erod-
ed and questioned Bei-
jing’s commitment to 
that deal.

In recent years pro-
test leaders have been 

jailed and banned from 
politics while the disap-
pearance into Chinese 
custody of a group of Bei-
jing-critical booksellers 
rattled nerves.

Tiananmen survi-
vors have previously 
appeared at past vigils 
but in recent years some 
have found themselves 
turned away by local au-
thorities.

On Sunday, former 
protest leader Feng Con-
gde was barred from en-
tering the city on arrival 
at the airport and de-
ported, organisers said.

Attendance at the 
vigil has remained above 
100,000 for the last de-
cade according to an or-
ganiser-run tally, but the 
numbers have slipped 
the last four years after 
the 2014 democracy pro-
tests failed to win any 
concessions from Beijing.

Many younger Hong 
Kongers have since em-
braced “localism”, which 
focuses on preserving 

local Cantonese culture 
and freedoms and re-
gards mainland China 
as a hostile entity sub-
suming their city. The 
proportion of those at-
tending the vigil aged un-
der 30 dropped from 55 
percent to 31 percent be-
tween 2010 and 2018 ac-
cording to surveys while 
student unions have boy-
cotted the vigil the last 
five years.

Annual polling from 
the University of Hong 
Kong has shown consis-
tent replies with a major-
ity saying the Tiananmen 
students were right to 
protest and that China 
was wrong to suppress 
them. One figure has 
changed markedly.

In the last five years 
the number of respon-
dents saying China’s hu-
man rights situation is 
now worse than 1989 
has more than doubled 
from just 15 per cent to 
33 per cent in the latest 
poll released Monday.

China in war of words with uS over 
tiananmen Square massacre

Four dead in 
‘devastating’ 
northern 
Australia 
shooting
Sydney, Jun 4 (AFP): Four 
people are dead and one 
person injured in Aus-
tralia after a gunman 
opened fire late Tuesday 
in the northern city of 
Darwin, authorities said.

A 45-year-old man 
has been taken into cus-
tody and Northern Ter-
ritory (NT) police say 
there are no further pub-
lic threats.

They said the inci-
dent was not believed to 
be terror-related.

“Today, June 4, 2019, 
has been a devastating 
day in the Northern Ter-
ritory,” NT chief minis-
ter Michael Gunner told 
reporters. “Five crime 
scenes, four people de-
ceased, one injured. This 
is not the Darwin we 
know,” he added.The al-
leged gunmen remained 
at large for an hour be-
fore he was apprehend-
ed. Witnesses recalled 
harrowing scenes as a 
man moved from room 
to room opening fire at a 
motel.

The suspected shoot-
er was known to police 
having been released 
from prison in January.

“We’re still trying to 
establish the intent and 
the motivation behind 
this but all I can say is 
that sadly people have 
lost their lives this eve-
ning,” Northern Territo-
ry Commissioner Reece 
Kershaw told reporters.

Kershaw said they 
were investigating five 
crime scenes in the city. 

KJM VARMA
Beijing, Jun 4 (PTI): China on 
Tuesday defended its army’s ac-
tion at the Tiananmen Square 
three decades ago and lodged a 
diplomatic protest with the US for 
calling for public accountability, 
amid calls for introspection of the 
mass shooting which left a deep 
scar on the psyche of the Commu-
nist nation. The Foreign Ministry’s 
furious response came after US 
Secretary of State Mike Pompeo’s 
call for public accountability of the 
June 4, 1989 massacre.

Hundreds of pro-democracy 
protesters are believed to have 
been killed on June 4, 1989 in 
and around Beijing’s Tiananmen 
Square as the People’s Liberation 
Army (PLA) launched a brutal 
crackdown on those demonstrat-
ing against the ruling Communist 
Party of China (CPC).

The US has asked China to make 
a full public accounting of those 
killed and missing in the Tiananmen 
Square massacre even as it alleged 
that the Chinese citizens are being 
subjected to a new wave of abuses, 
especially in the Muslim-majority 
Xinjiang province. Noting that the 
event 30 years ago still stirs the con-
science of freedom-loving people 
around the world, Pompeo said that 
over the decades that followed, the 
US hoped that China’s integration 
into the international system would 
lead to a more open, tolerant society.

He called on China to release all 
those held for seeking to exercise 
these rights and freedom, halt the 
use of arbitrary detention, and re-
verse counterproductive policies 
that conflate terrorism with reli-
gious and political expression.

“China firmly rejects the allega-
tions and has lodged a firm repre-
sentation with the US. Some in the 
US are so used to lecturing others 
on the pretext of democracy and 
human rights that they interfere 

in other country’s internal affairs 
while turning a blind eye to their 
own problems,” Chinese Foreign 
Ministry spokesman Geng Shuang 
told a media briefing here.

He reiterated China’s official 
reference to Tiananmen massacre 
as a “political disturbance” and 
sought to rule out its recurrence 
as the Chinese economy is on the 
downhill after long years of growth 
raising concerns.

“On that political disturbance 
at the end of 1980s the Chinese 
government has reached clear 
conclusion a long time ago. The 
tremendous progress achieved in 
70 years since founding of new 
China shows that the development 
path chosen by China is completely 
right,” he said.

He said the government and the 
ruling CPC have the “people’s firm 
backing and the Chinese people 
will continue to move forward on 
the path of socialism with Chines 
characteristics”, an ideological 
line enunciated by Mao Zedong’s 
successor Deng Xiaoping in whose 
time the massacre took place.

Asked does China worry that 
an incident like Tiananmen protests 
recur, Geng shot back saying “are 
you worried?” “I can assure you no 
one is more concerned about Chi-
na’s future and nor cares more about 
Chinese people’s happiness than the 
Chinese government and the CPC. 
They will continue to move forward 
along the path of socialism with Chi-
nese characteristics and realise Chi-
na’s centenary goals,” he said.

“In the path of realising nation-
al rejuvenation, we will continue to 
make new progress, rest assured 
in this regard,” he said.

While China came up with its 
characteristic response like it does 
every year during the anniversary 
of the Tiananmen massacre, this 
year, however, Hong Kong media 
reported about the trauma being 

suffered by officers and troops of 
the PLA who carried out the shoot-
ing on the peaceful protestors who 
were termed by the CPC as counter 
revolutionaries for their demand 
for democracy and reforms.

Many of those involved feel 
profound “guilt and shame” over 
the lives lost in Beijing 30 years 
ago, two former officers of the PLA 
have been quoted as saying by the 
South China Morning Post.

After the bloodshed, it was the 
military that suggested the pro-de-
mocracy student movement be re-
ferred to not as a “counter-revolu-
tionary rebellion” but as a time of 
“political turmoil , the unidentified 
officers said. “The crackdown in 
1989 was unprecedented for the 
PLA and dealt a crippling blow to 
its reputation and morale and the 
question over the legitimacy of 
the decision to send in the tanks 
and open fire on the protesters re-
mains,” the report said.

“(I believe) the Tiananmen 
crackdown will be revisited one 
day it’s just a matter of time. The 
ultimate responsibility will fall to 
those military leaders who direct-
ly implemented the decision,” a 
retired researcher with the PLA’s 
Academy of Military Science, told 
the Post on the condition of an-
onymity. Also an editorial by the 
Post, which is owned by Alibaba 
founder Jack Ma, said “there is ev-
ery reason why Beijing must revis-
it its June 4 verdict”.

“Much has changed in the 
30 years since a bloody military 
crackdown on a democracy pro-
test led by students in Tiananmen 
Square shocked the world, but in 
failing to recognise the patriotism 
of the movement the country has 
still not emerged fully from this 
dark chapter in its history,” it said, 
drawing parallel to pro-democracy 
protests in Hong Kong against Chi-
na’s growing control. 

EU urges China to lift silence 
on Tiananmen crackdown

Brussels, Jun 4 (AFP): 
The European Union on 
Tuesday urged China to 
lift the veil of silence it 
has dropped over the Ti-
ananmen Square crack-
down, saying it must ac-
knowledge those killed 
or imprisoned in the 
bloody events of 1989.

On the 30th anniver-
sary of the brutal sup-
pression of pro-democ-
racy protests in Beijing, 
the EU called for the 
release of human rights 
activists detained by the 
Chinese authorities.

The communist gov-
ernment censored any 
discussion of the protests 
and military clampdown, 
which left hundreds, pos-
sibly more than 1,000 
people dead, in the run-
up to June 4 in a bid to 
prevent Chinese people 
ever learning about what 
happened.

EU diplomatic chief 
Federica Mogherini said 
the bloc “continues to 
mourn” those killed in 
the “brutal repression” at 
Tiananmen.

“The exact numbers 

of those who died and 
were detained on 4 June 
and in the subsequent 
crackdown have nev-
er been confirmed, and 
may never be known,” 
Mogherini said in a state-
ment. “Acknowledge-
ment of these events, and 
of those killed, detained 
or missing in connec-
tion with the Tiananmen 
Square protests, is im-
portant for future gener-
ations and for the collec-
tive memory.”

Mogherini’s state-
ment comes as the EU 
charts a tricky balancing 
act in its relations with 
the Asian giant, seeking 
to press Beijing to im-
prove its human rights 
record without alienat-
ing it.

Europe also hopes to 
make a partner of China 
in its efforts to maintain 
the multilateral global 
trading system in the face 
of US President Donald 
Trump’s “America First” 
approach, while fretting 
about Beijing’s subsidies 
to its industries, particu-
larly steel.

This year has seen 
some rare public com-
ment on Tiananmen 
from Chinese officials, 
but only to defend the 
crackdown, with Defence 
Minister General Wei 
Fenghe on Sunday insist-
ing it was the “correct” 
policy to end “political 
turbulence”.

The state-run tabloid 
Global Times likewise 
hailed the government’s 
handling of Tiananmen 
as a “vaccination” for Chi-
nese society “against any 
major political turmoil in 
the future”.

The spring of 1989 
saw Chinese students 
and workers gather at 
the symbolic heart of 
power in Beijing to de-
mand democratic change 
and an end to corruption, 
inspiring protests across 
the country.

After seven weeks 
of demonstrations, the 
government sent in tanks 
and troops, who chased 
and killed demonstra-
tors and onlookers in the 
streets leading to Tian-
anmen Square on June 4.

Kim’s sister back in public eye 
at North Korea’s mass games

Seoul, Jun 4 (AP): The 
powerful younger sister 
of North Korean leader 
Kim Jong Un attended a 
public event in Pyong-
yang for the first time 
in more than 50 days, 
casting further doubt 
on media speculation he 
had ordered her to lay 
low over the failed nu-
clear summit with Wash-
ington. North Korea’s 
state media on Tuesday 
showed Kim Yo Jong 
clapping aside her broth-
er, his wife and other top 
officials at the 150,000-
seat May Day Stadium 
where thousands of gym-
nasts, dancers and flip-
card-wielding spectators 
worked in precise unison 
to perform “The Land of 
the People.”

The official Korean 
Central News Agency 
said Kim Jong Un was 
unhappy about Monday’s 
performance and had 
seriously criticized the 
creators for their “wrong 
spirit of creation and 
irresponsible work atti-
tude” and set forth “im-
portant tasks” to correct-
ly implement the coun-
try’s revolutionary policy 
on literature and art.

State media often re-
ports on Kim scolding 
factory officials, edu-
cators and others per-
ceived as not performing 
to his standards.

The mass games 
events were once routine 
in North Korea but were 
on hiatus for several 
years during the mourn-
ing for Kim’s father and 
only returned last year.

Kim Yo Jong is a se-
nior official of North Ko-
rea’s ruling party and is 
believed to be her broth-
er’s closest confidant.

She had accompa-
nied him to his summits 
with President Donald 
Trump and South Kore-
an President Moon Jae-
in and had joined other 
dignitaries in the stands 
at last year’s Winter 

Olympics in South Korea. 
North Korean media had 
last shown her at a meet-
ing of the North’s rub-
ber-stamp parliament 
in April. South Korea’s 
conservative Chosun Ilbo 
newspaper last week cited 
an unidentified source to 
report that Kim Jong Un 
had ordered his sister to 
lay low following the col-
lapse of his summit with 
Trump in February over 
mismatched demands in 
sanctions relief and nucle-
ar disarmament.

The newspaper had 
also reported Kim had 
punished his former top 
nuclear envoy, Kim Yong 
Chol, who North Kore-
an media showed at the 
mass games and at a 
weekend concert of mil-
itary wives. 
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ARIES: Ready, set, socialize! Today’s 
new moon in Gemini supercharges the 
most outgoing zone of your chart, giving 
you maximum mingling power. Reboot 
your summer by committing to events like 
weekend camping trips, festivals and local 
fairs. While you might prefer spontaneity, 
putting these activities on your calendar 
will give you lots to look forward to.   
TAURUS: Zoom in and give your bank 
statements a thorough review. Today’s 
new moon in your money sector helps you 
evaluate your finances with a critical eye. 
Those boozy dinners and sample sales DO 
add up—and if you aren’t mindful, they 
can seriously subtract from your savings. 
And since your landlord won’t be im-
pressed by your Gucci sandals if you can’t 
pay your rent, you might need to make 
some adjustments. 
GEMINI: Your future is looking bright, 
thanks to the dazzling glow from today’s 
new moon in Gemini—the only one to 
land in your sign in 2019. Your celestial 
New Year starts now, giving you an en-

ergetic reboot and plenty of positive mo-
mentum. With the universe on your side, 
take (at least) one concrete step to get your 
big plans into motion!  
CANCER: Ask, believe, receive. Today, 
the soulful moon unites with intuitive 
Neptune in Pisces and your broad-mind-
ed ninth house. This is the day to imagine 
what you want, because you can magne-
tize your dreams to you through creative 
visualization. The ninth house is all about 
expansion, so don’t just aim for the “safe,” 
low-hanging fruit. Go bigger, Cancer! 
Feeling out of touch with your power to 
manifest? Try writing up a gratitude list. 
When you recall all the things you’re 
thankful for, you’ll begin to attract more 
abundance.
LEO: You SAY that you want happiness, 
love and freedom, but do you actually be-
lieve that your desires are possible, Leo? 
Today’s moon-Neptune conjunction in your 
mystical eighth house encourages you to ex-
amine your own limiting beliefs. Since you 
may need tangible proof to REALLY change 

your mind, hunt for people who are living 
the life you want for yourself.  
VIRGO: Relationships can be hard work, 
we know, we know. But they can also be 
a haven from stress and struggle so stop 
telling yourself that you don’t need peo-
ple. Today, the moon and compassionate 
Neptune align in Pisces and your partner-
ship house. The tranquilizing effect can be 
beneficial to your bonds with the ones who 
matter most. Soften your stance with your 
partner, and be gentler in your interactions 
with close friends.  
LIBRA: Arm candy can be fun to play with, 
but you need more than empty calories to 
satisfy your romantic appetite. On Saturday, 
reserve your final rose for someone with 
style AND substance. It’s a lot easier to teach 
someone the finer points of fashion than it is 
to imbue them with a great character. With the 
right raw materials—a caring heart, a sense of 
integrity, compatible interests—you’ll have 
more than enough to work with.   
SCORPIO: Still musing over the week-
end’s romantic escapades? Don’t rush to 

“back to business” mode. Today, the moon 
and quixotic Neptune embrace in your 
fifth house of passion, adding a sensual 
spin to your agenda. An attraction could 
spark, or you could be feeling especially 
amorous. Nobody to sidle up to (yet)? Get 
glamorous for yourself, Scorpio. 
SAGITTARIUS: Home is where your 
heart is today, as the moon conjoins with 
sensual Neptune in your domestic fourth 
house. If you must trek into the office, 
bring the cozy vibes with you. Keep an 
open-door policy so coworkers can plop 
down and share tales of their weekends. 
(That expense report can wait).
CAPRICORN: Straight to the point? Not to-
day, Capricorn. The reflective moon and com-
passionate Neptune meet in Pisces, your com-
munication house. Doling out tough love and 
stern reprimands will get you nowhere. Val-
idating the other person’s emotions and ex-
perience? That will help you feel connected. 
Sometimes, a person just needs to be heard 
before you rush them into problem-solving 
mode. Instead of being emphatic, be em-

pathetic. Catch yourself if you’re being too 
hardcore, and dial back the intensity.    
AQUARIUS:  Snap that selfie and post it with 
pride! (On Instagram AND Tinder, if you’re 
single.) Today’s new moon in Gemini glitters 
in your fifth house of fame and romance, bring-
ing a beautiful confidence boost. The actions 
you take today can help your star rise—and 
burn brighter than ever by the corresponding 
full moon on December 11. Identify the mile-
stones you’d like to hit during this fortuitous 
time, from personal successes to leaps in the 
game of love. 
PISCES: ADon’t forget to show the squad 
some love, Pisces. You’ve been killing it on the 
career front recently, but have you neglected 
your friendships in the process? Today’s new 
moon in Gemini reconnects you with your 
ride-or-die besties. Balance is key, and you’ve 
got to keep your relationships alive, even as 
you push for professional success. You’re 
bound to hit a speed bump at some point, and 
you’ll need a few good BFFs to support you 
during those difficult times. Feeling like you 
need to shake things up on the home front?   

charlize theron to be honoured with 
2019 american cinematheque award

Miranda Richardson 
excited about ‘Game 

of Thrones’ prequel

Patrick J Adams 
joins ‘Suits’ final season

Rajkummar Rao 
warns film industry 

against impersonators

Shooting ‘Sooryavanshi’ 
in Bangkok extra 

special: akshay kumar

Mumbai, Jun 4 (PTI): Bollywood star Akshay Kumar is cur-
rently filming his upcoming movie “Sooryavanshi” in Bang-
kok, Thailand, and the actor says shooting his own stunts in 
the city makes him feel nostalgic.

The 51-year-old actor learned combat sport Muay Thai 
and worked as a chef and waiter in Bangkok before making 
it big in the movies. “I always have a lot of fun doing my own 
stunts. Rohit is anyway a class apart when it comes to action in 
his films. And doing these bike stunts on the streets of Bang-
kok was extra special.

“Many years back I would ride a bike in Bangkok to deliver 
food. Now I am doing the same all over again, to earn my food,” 
Akshay said in a statement.

Directed by Rohit Shetty, “Sooryavanshi” is the fourth 
movie in the filmmaker’s cop universe. The first three films 
were “Singham”, “Singham Returns” and “Simmba”. The movie 
features Katrina Kaif in the lead opposite Akshay.

Presented by Reliance Entertainment, the film is produced 
by Rohit Shetty Picturez in association with Dharma Produc-
tions and Cape of Good Films.

New Delhi, Jun 4 (PTI): Mi-
randa Richardson is all set to 
star in the much anticipated 
prequel to “Game of Thrones” 
but like many fans, she too 
was divided about how the 
fantasy drama ended its eight 
year run.

The actor, who currently 
stars in Amazon Prime Vid-
eo’s “Good Omens”, howev-
er, is tight-lipped about her 
role in the prequel where she 
stars alongside Naomi Watts.

“I can say absolutely noth-
ing except that I’m thrilled 
and I’m really looking for-
ward to it,” she said when 
asked about her role.

About “Game of Thrones”, 
which ended last month, and 
its highly-divisive finale sea-

son, Miranda says she has 
“opinions” but was not en-
tirely unhappy like many oth-
ers. “I have my opinions about 
certain aspects of it. I’m not 
unhappy but it all comes down 
to personal choices in the end,” 
the actor told PTI.

The prequel series is set 
almost thousand year before 
the events depicted in “Game 
of Thrones”.

It will chronicle the 
world’s descent from the 
golden Age of Heroes into its 
darkest hour. From the hor-
rifying secrets of Westeros’s 
history to the true origin of 
the White Walkers, the mys-
teries of the East to the Starks 
of legend, according to the of-
ficial logline of the show.

Los Angeles, Jun 4 (PTI): 
Actor Patrick J Adams is set 
to return for the final season 
of popular series “Suits”.

The actor, who departed 
the show in season seven, 
will reprise his role as Mike 
Ross at mid season, reported 
Variety.

Ross will be part of a case 
that will put him against 
his former mentor Harvey 
Specter (Gabriel Macht) and 
Samantha Wheeler (Kather-
ine Heigl).

In the beginning of the se-
ries, Ross impressed Specter 
with his encyclopedic knowl-
edge of the law despite not 

having a formal degree, and 
secured a position at Spec-
ter’s law firm.

In the end of seventh 
season, Ross left the firm to 
move to Seattle with his wife, 
Rachel (Meghan Markle).

The makers had an-
nounced in January that 
the upcoming ninth sea-
son of “Suits” would be the 
show’s last.

The final season will 
consist of 10 episodes, 
premiering on July 17 on 
USA Network.

The series, created by 
Aaron Korsh, has aired on the 
cable network since 2011. 

Mumbai, Jun 4 (PTI): Actor 
Rajkummar Rao on Tuesday 
requested the film fraternity to 
be wary of a gang of con artistes 
claiming to represent him.

The 34-year-old actor re-
leased a statement on Twit-
ter warning directors and 
producers of the crooks.

“It has recently come to 
my notice that someone is 
claiming to represent me. 
They seem to be a team of 
con artists who not just claim 
to represent me but also have 
someone impersonating me 
to dupe producers and direc-
tors,” Rajkummar tweeted.

The actor set the record 
straight, saying he is repre-
sented by an agency and no 
independent entities.

Rajkummar also urged 
the filmmakers to be aware 
and not to engage in mon-
etary transactions without 
thorough research.

“Please do not trust any 
paperwork that says oth-
erwise as it is most likely 
forged. I would urge you to do 
a thorough research on who 
you are dealing with before 
you engage in any monetary 
transactions with anyone. Be 
safe, be aware,” he added.

Los Angeles, Jun 4 (PTI): Hollywood star 
Charlize Theron will receive the 2019 Ameri-
can Cinematheque Award.

According to Deadline, the award is be-
stowed annually by the nonprofit arts organi-
sation to honour an “extraordinary filmmaker 
in the entertainment industry who is fully en-
gaged in his or her work and is committed to 
making a significant contribution to the art of 
the motion picture.”

The South African actor, who was also a 
producer on popular Netflix series “Mind-
hunter”, will be presented with the award in a 
ceremony set to take place on November 8 at 
the Beverly Hilton in Beverly Hills, California.

“The American Cinematheque is extreme-
ly pleased to honour Charlize Theron as the 

33rd recipient of the American Cinematheque 
Award at our celebration this year.

“Charlize Theron is making a significant 
contribution to the art of motion pictures 
while breaking through outmoded limitations 
on what an actress and producer can do,” said 
American Cinematheque chairman Rick Nicita.

Previous American Cinematheque Award 
honourees include Eddie Murphy, Bette Mid-
ler, Robin Williams, Steven Spielberg, Martin 
Scorsese, Sean Connery, Michael Douglas, Mel 
Gibson, Tom Cruise, Arnold Schwarzenegger, 
Denzel Washington, Nicole Kidman, Al Paci-
no, George Clooney, Julia Roberts, Samuel L. 
Jackson, Matt Damon, Robert Downey Jr, Mat-
thew McConaughey, Reese Witherspoon, Rid-
ley Scott and Bradley Cooper among others.


