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Justice

AP Subba
appointed Law
Commission

Chairperson

SUMMIT REPORT
GANGTOK, 28 FEB:
etired Judge, High Court
f Sikkim, Justice AP
Subba was today appointed
Chairperson, Law Commis-
sion of Sikkim.

The notification is-
sued by the Law Depart-
ment informs that Justice
Subba, whose appoint-
ment is with immediate
effect, will hold office
for a period of five years
from the date he assumes
office and will enjoy the
same status, salary, al-
lowances, perquisites,
and other facilities at par
with a sitting judge of the
High Court of Sikkim.

HC judgment
on COI of pre-
1969 Govt
employees not
in Sikkim’s
interest: SSC
SUMMIT REPORT
GANGTOK, 28 FEB:

ikkim Subject Com-

mittee vice-convener,
Nawin Kiran Pradhan has
said that the recent judg-
ment of the High Court of
Sikkim on the Certificate
of Identification issued to
descendants of pre-1969
Government employees
will open a Pandora’s
Box. He further added
that the judgment is not
in favour of Sikkim Sub-
jects and their descen-
dants because it makes
this category at par with
Sikkim Subjects.

It may be mentioned
that the High Court of
Sikkim had passed a
judgment on 20 Feb
quashing various notifi-
cations of the State Gov-
ernment that limited the
benefits and status of
COlIs issued to pre-1969
Government employees
and their descendants.

While addressing a
press conference here
today, he urged the State
government to appeal
against the judgment ei-
ther to a divisional bench
of the High Court or the
Supreme Court and secure
a stay order in the interest
of the people of Sikkim.

He further urged the
government to bring an
ordinance or executive
notification to safeguard
the “original people of
Sikkim”. Mr Pradhan sug-
gested that the State gov-
ernment should bring a
legislation immediately
in consultation with the
Centre and concerned
stakeholders to define the
“original Sikkimese” and
clear its stand on the Col.

“I am not saying the
judgment is wrong but
that it is not in favour of
the people of Sikkim and
it would open a Pando-
ra’s Box,” he said.

He stated that the Arti-
cle 371F has given special
status and rights to the
people of Sikkim so the

turn to pg 02

FIRST GLOBAL CINEMA FESTIVAL SIKKIM KICKS OFF

Bollywood
cinematographer
Binod Pradhan
conferred
Lifetime
Achievement
Award

SAGAR CHETTRI
GANGTOK, 28 FEB:

he first-ever Global

Cinema Festival Sik-
kim 2020 was inaugu-
rated by Chief Minister,
PS Tamang in a grand
function held here at
Manan Kendra on Fri-
day. On the occasion, the
CM also released Sikkim
Film Policy 2020.

The festival also wit-
nessed the presentation
of Lifetime Achievement
Award to eminent cin-
ematographer, Binod
Pradhan for his immense
contribution towards In-
dian cinema.

The three-day festi-
val is being organized

by Film Federation of
India [FFI] in collabo-
ration with Sikkim Film
Cooperative Society
[SFCS] with the support
of various departments
of Government of Sikkim
and various ministries of
Government of India. The
festival has the presence
of eminent personalities
from Indian film indus-
try including Bollywood
actress, Manisha Koirala
and Padmini Kohlapuri
among other dignitaries.

In his inaugural ad-
dress, the CM thanked
FFI, SFCS and various
ministries of Government
of India, different depart-
ments of the State gov-
ernment and sponsors for
supporting this maiden
effort of the State. He also
congratulated Bollywood
cinematographer, Binod
Pradhan for being con-
ferred with the Life Time
Achievement Award.

Mr Tamang expressed
that Sikkim was well

known for its rich cul-
ture of peace, harmony
and hospitality. He men-
tioned that in addition to
beautiful locations and
landscapes Sikkim also
rich with young and tal-
ented population who
were naturally inclined
to creative enterprise. He

added that veteran Bolly-
wood actor, Danny Den-
zongpa and other artists
from Sikkim have already
brought glory to the State
in the field of cinema.

CM mentioned that
young generation of the
State have been doing
well in different creative

5

fields and need to be en-
couraged to take up their
field professionally. On the
same, he expressed that
activities and workshop in
the ongoing festival would
provide opportunity for
young participants to
learn from the experts.
“State government is

W ._

committed to support the
industrial evolution of film
making in Sikkim and Sik-
kim Film Policy 2020 is the
first evidence of this com-
mitment,” he expressed.
The Sikkim Film Pol-
icy includes the estab-
lishment of Film Devel-
opment Council, single

CM releases Sikkim Film Policy 2020

window permit system,
setting up of miniplexes,
financial incentives, etc.
He urged the Nation-
al Film Development Cor-
poration to support the
effort in getting the right
technical guidance and to
create the right ecosystem
for film making in Sikkim.
While stating that this
ecosystem only runs with
highly competent human
resources, he urged Skill
Development and Media
Entertainment sector to
undertake required skill
training in Sikkim. He ex-
pressed that Global Cin-
ema Festival 2020 would
evolve to become a re-
puted festival where the
participants would come
yearly for networking and
meaningful engagement.
On the occasion, CM
announced and present-
ed a cheque of Rs 5 lakh
grant to Sikkim Film Co-
operative Society and fur-
ther assured to provide
turn to pg 02

SKM-B]JP alliance “unholy”, says AICC’s BP Singh
jW|

SUMMIT REPORT
GANGTOK, 28 FEB:
I India Congress Com-
ittee secretary, BP
Singh, has alleged that
the alliance of Bharatiya
Janata Party and Sikkim
Krantikari Morcha was not
framed with any vision for
Sikkim and its people. While
terming the alliance “unho-
ly” and “immoral’;, he alleged
that the State government
is not concerned about the
development and progress
of the State but just wants to
remain in power.
Addressing a press
conference here this
afternoon, Mr Singh al-
leged that without hav-
ing the people’s mandate,
BJP has forcibly formed
the government in dif-
ferent states through
horse-trading and using
government machiner-

ies. On the same, he al-
leged that BJP has used
the same method to en-
ter Sikkim without hav-
ing the people’s mandate.

He further alleged
that BJP even used the
Election Commission to
get into the State.

“BJP used to talk
about zero tolerance for
corruption but has been
doing the exact oppo-
site,” he alleged.

Mr Singh stated that the
Congress party has always

been fighting for local issues
of the State in every situation.
“We will go to the
people with the pro-
gramme and policies of
the party and work to
strengthen the presence
of the party in every cor-
ner,” he said. He assured
that the party would take
local issues of the State in
the Parliament and even
in the court if required.
The press conference
was also addressed by SPCC
president, Bharat Basnet.

SDF petitions SHRC alleging violation of Barap
Namgyal's human rights by Sikkim Police

SUMMIT REPORT
GANGTOK, 28 FEB:

ikkim Democratic

Front today petitioned
the State Human Rights
Commission against
the circulation of pho-
tographs of the party’s
general secretary [social
media], Barap Namg-
yal, from judicial custo-
dy, photographs which
the SDF contends were
shared by Sikkim Police
personnel with Sikkim
Krantikari Morcha social
media members who
then circulated it widely
in “gross violation” of Mr
Namgyal’s human rights.

A photograph of Mr
Namgyal holding a board
listing charges under
which he has been kept
under custody at the
Central Jail was leaked,
SDF alleges, by police
personnel to the SKM
social media members

who then posted it on

the official Facebook
page of SKM.
Mr Namgyal was

taken into custody on
15 Feb.

SDF has further al-
leged that Mr Namg-
yal has been verbally
abused and mentally
tortured by the police
personnel in jail.

‘This points to a gross
abuse of power, it sig-
nals connivance of Cen-
tral Jail personnel with

vested political interests
and demonstrates grave
breaches of the Jail Ser-
vice Rules,” the party
maintains.

The petition was sub-
mitted to the Chairper-
son, State Human Rights
Commission, by an SDF
delegation led by MK
Subba and including JB
Darnal, Ashit Rai, Tashi
Gyatso Bhutia, LM Bhat-
tarai, Karma Tenpa, Kalz-
ang Sherpa, and Ranjana
Lamichaney.

CM chairs coordination meet with film industry stakeholders
Proposes Rs 1 cr for films with 7 5% shooting days in Sikkim

GANGTOK, 28 FEB (IPR):
Chief Minister, PS. Ta-
mang chaired a coordi-
nation meeting with the
investors,  industrialists,
producers,  stakeholders
and eminent personalities
from film industry at the
Conference Hall of Tashiling
Secretariat, this evening.

The meeting, held
on the sideline of Glob-
al Cinema Festival 2020
that was inaugurated to-
day, was also attended
by Minister, Information
and Public Relations,
Lok Nath Sharma, Chief
Secretary  Government
of Sikkim, SC Gupta, Ad-
ditional Chief Secretary,
GP Upadhyaya, Secretar-

ies, Heads of the Depart-
ments, President of Film
Federation of India, and
representatives from in-
dustrial sector.

The Chief Minister,
PS. Tamang expressed
his heartiest gratitude

to all the participants for
making it convenient to
attend the meeting and
Global Cinema Festival
2020 all the way from
various parts of India
and abroad.

The CM touched upon

the newly released film
policy of Sikkim and
urged the investors to
promote Sikkim with at
least 70% of film shoot-
ing in the state to be en-
titled for financial sup-
port of Rs 1 crore from
the state government.
Further he urged for pro-
motion of the Himalayan
state of Sikkim to attract
more filmmakers across
the globe.

He also outlined stra-
tegic developmental pro-
grammes along with the
planning of tunnelling to
connect all districts for the
convenience in transport
system in near future.

turn to pg 02

Rural Sporis II beglns in aII GPUs of Sikkim

SUMMIT REPORT
GANGTOK, 28 FEB:
Rural Sports is being

conducted in all 185
GPUs of Sikkim from 25
to 29 Feb 2020 under Ru-
ral Development Depart-
ment in collaboration
with Sports & Youth Af-
fairs Department, a press
release from the Sports
and Youth Affairs Depart-
ment informs.

This is a unique
scheme envisaged by
Chief Minister of Sikkim,
P.S. Tamang and conduct-

ed under the direction
of Minister for Sports
& Youth Affairs, Kunga
Nima Lepcha, in which
all School children from

age 6 years and above,
youth and veterans of
rural areas will be given
platform to participate in
sporting activities.

The objective of the
programme is to engage
all children, youth and el-
derly persons at villages
and rural schools, so that
whole rural society of
Sikkim will participate in
physical activities, sports
& games to improve
sports culture at grass
root level, health con-
sciousness, importance
of fitness and to develop
fit & healthy society, the
release mentions.

During the sporting
activities, turnto pg 02

SALE
(URGENT SALE)

BL land for sale. Road site 100ft
by 50ft at Lower Syari. Enroute
Ranipool to Deorali via Syari. 10
Minutes Drive from Ranipool.
Serious Buyer may contact : 83720-
77482/ 94341-36989/ 98320-82664
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Palzor Tamang bbowls his way to glory

First Sikkimese
to take 5
wickets in First-
Class Cricket

SUMMIT REPORT
GANGTOK, 28 FEB:
Palzor Tamang, the captain
of Sikkim Ranji Team has
become the first cricketer from
Sikkim to claim five wickets
haul in first-class cricket, a
press release informs.
He took 6 wickets in a Ranji
Trophy match against Manipur
at Vikash Cricket Ground, Bhu-
baneshwar, Odisha. He consid-
ers his parents Karma Tsher-
ing Tamang and Manu Tamang
as his role models, who always
stands by him no matter what.
A Sub-Inspector by profession
from Gangtok, the tall and
lanky pacer said that the jour-
ney was not that easy.

Looking at the ball with
which he took 6 wickets Ta-
mang remembered his child-
hood days when he had his
first brush with cricket.

“We used to play cricket on
local grounds on a regular ba-
sis,” he reminisces. Remember-
ing his father he added that his

father was his inspiration who
always encouraged and moti-
vated him to play cricket.

“I hardly remember any
match that I played in and
around Gangtok which my fa-
ther missed. He would always
come to the ground and cheer
for me. All that [ am today is
because of the support of my
father,” he further added.

Tamang joined the state
camp for the first time in 2004
under Coach Sonam Pladen

Bhutia, currently the coach of
Sikkim Ranji Team. He made
his debut for Sikkim in U15
category against Odisha on
07 Nov 2006 in Polly Ulmi-
gar Trophy at Mining Cricket
Ground. But his talent in crick-
et was noticed a year before
that when he got selected for
“School Games Federation of
India” in 2005 for the Kend-
riya Vidyalaya school team.
He played in U17 state team
in the year 2007-08 in Vijay

Merchant Trophy and the very
next season he represented
Sikkim in Cooch Behar Trophy
in the U19 category and it was
in this category where he took
his first 5 wickets in a match
against Kerala at Tata Digwadi
Stadium, Jamadoba. The same
year he was made the captain
of the team and also scored his
first half-century against Jam-
mu & Kashmir and scored 89
runs against Odisha also. He
had an impressive all-round

performance in the junior na-
tionals against strong teams
like Odisha, J&K, Kerala, etc.

In 2009 he was picked for
the East Zone camp which was
held at Kolkata and from there
he was selected for the “Board
President’s XI” team and played
the zonal matches in Bangalore.
He is the only player from Sik-
kim to get picked for the Board
President’s XI, where he played
with many renowned cricketers
of the present.

During the off-season he
was mostly associated with
Alpine Cricket Club of Gang-
tok where he used to play
club matches with his seniors
- Amosh Rai, Tshewang Lama,
Dhiraj Gurung, who use to guide
him improve his game and was
supported by colleagues Nilesh
Lamichaney, Ashish Thapa and
Lee Yong Lepcha.

“Being assigned as the
captain of the Ranji Team was
really exciting and challenging
journey for me but I am enjoy-
ing it and working hard. It is
a big responsibility entrusted
upon me by the association
and [ will give my best to lead
the team from the front and do
justice to the role assigned to
me,” he added.

Mapping of
Tribal Sports
Talents at

Animal Husbandry Minister chairs meeting
with Rashtriya Kamdhenu Ayog

chairperson
Dr Vallabhai Kathiria,

SUMMIT REPORT

Model Energy Efficient Village
Campaign at Sakyong-Pakyong

School Lingzya where

Soreng

GANGTOK, 28 FEB (IPR):
Tribal Research Institute,
Social Justice and Wel-
fare Department, in col-
laboration with Sports
and Youth Affairs Depart-
ment, Government of Sik-
kim, organised its fourth
edition of Mapping of
Tribal Sports Talents at
various Gram Panchayat
Unit level under Soreng
subdivisions today. The
program is funded by the
Ministry of Tribal Affairs,
Government of India.

Disciplines of sports
viz. Football, Volleyball,
Badminton, Karate and
Athletics was conducted
by the department. The
tribal children from age
group of 9 to 14 years
participated in these
events and displayed
their skills.

It was disclosed that
best two talents from
each category will be
able to participate in the
state level scheduled to
be held in Gangtok later.
And after due selection,
the best 10 talents will
be sponsored to visit a
Sports Academy outside
the state.

Objectives of the pro-
gram is to provide a plat-
form to identify sports

talents among tribal
children and hone these
talents.

The program at

Soreng was attended
by SDM, Himmat Rai,
Soreng, AD (Sports),
Mamta Gurung, Officials
of Tribal Research In-
stitute, coaches and the
Ward Panchayats.

HAVE A
STORYTO
SHARE?

email us: N@Ws@
summittimes.

Com

Rural Sports...

talented children will be
identified and will partic-
ipate at Block Level com-
petitions in near future.
The talented children will
also be further listed out
and nurtured by Physical
Education Teacher and
Coaches for higher level
of competitions.

GANGTOK, 28 FEB [IPR]:
Animal Husbandry Min-
ister Lok Nath Sharma
chaired a meeting in the
special presence of the

Chairperson, Rashtriya
Kamdhenu Ayog, Dr Val-
labhai Kathiria, in a local
hotel here this afternoon.
The meeting was also at-
tended by the Secretary,
Animal Husbandry and Vet-
erinary Services, SB Subba,
and Department officials.

During the meeting,
Minister Sharma sub-
mitted proposals for two
projects - establishment
of Siri Cow Conserva-
tion-cum-Rearing  Unit
and a Self Sustainable Siri
Cattle Gaushala in Sikkim.

Minister Sharma out-
lined the existing scenar-
io of animal husbandry
and veterinary services

in the State and informed
about the growing inter-
est of farmers and efforts
being taken by the state
government under the
leadership of Chief Min-
ister PS Golay to double
the income of farmers as
envisioned by the Prime
Minister of India.

He informed that the
state government is pre-
paring ground work for
the establishment of an An-
imal Husbandry University
in the State and urged for
support and cooperation of
the Union Government.

He also spoke about
the strong commitment
made by the state govern-
ment to set an example in
field practices to deliver a
paradigm shift in animal
husbandry and other sec-
tors in the near future.

in his address, advised
development of an Inte-
grated Farm in the state
which would be well
equipped with various
prime components in-
cluding a research unit
for genetic study of cow
breeding and its milk,
cow dung and urine,
training centre for farm-
ers, a demo unit etc.

He also highlighted
the value of the indige-
nous variety of Siri Cow
and suggested develop-
ment of an Integrated
Cow Breeding Unit and
a Cow Tourism Centre in
the state as well.

The Chairperson of
the Ayog also suggested
establishment of a Kamd-
henu Study Centre in ev-
ery college and universi-
ty to conduct sensitization
programmes for students.

He also assured to ex-
tend all possible support
from the Union Govt. and
suggested to name the up-
coming university as “Sik-
kim Kamdhenu University”.

Earlier, the Secretary,
Animal Husbandry and
Veterinary Services pre-
sented an overview of the
departmental activities.

GANGTOK, 28 FEB:
State Designated Agen-
cy, Sikkim, under the
aegis of Bureau of Energy
Efficiency (BEE) Ministry
of Power, Government of
India had selected the re-
mote village of North Dis-
trict, Sakyong-Pentong in
Upper Dzonguy, for “Model
Energy Efficient Village
Campaign” where the
State Designated Agency,
Power Department would
replace all the convention-
al lights with LED bulbs
and tubes with minor ren-
ovation of internal wiring
with provision of earthing
as demonstration proj-
ect to encourage general
public to adopt LEDs in
the days to come, a press
release informs.

The team of SDA head-
ed by Superintending En-
gineer (SDA), Pemba Lep-
cha along with Junior En-
gineers, Nawang Choden
Lepcha, Tek Maya Darjee,
Saran Subba, Palzor Bhu-
tia and Consultant, Khun-
glo Lepcha had organised
an awareness program
on 26-27 Feb at Lingzya,
Upper Dzongu for the gen-
eral public and students at
Government Junior High

students were provided
with tee-shirts with the
message of Energy Con-
servation.

The public was sensi-
tized about standards and
labelling, star system of
determining energy effi-
cient electrical appliances.
The team could make the
public understand about
100 units power free
which was not clear to the
general public till then, the
release mentions.

Zilla member of Pen-
tong, Pemchung Lepcha,
Panchayat President,
Phurmit Lepcha, Vice
President, Pemtuk Lepcha
of Lingzya ward attended
the occasion and a guest
and guest of honor on the
program and extended
gratitude to the SDA team
for selecting Sakyong-Pen-
tok village for “Model
Energy Efficient Village
Campaign” and took all
the trouble to reach Sa-
kyong-Pentok  trekking
for two and a half hours
through the night.

The State Designated
Agency Sikkim is plan-
ning to hold similar pro-
gram in Mangnam-Kar-
zee in the near future.

International workshop begins deliberations on Sowa Rigpa

GANGTOK, 28 FEB [IPR]: A two-day interna-
tional workshop on “Preservation and Pro-
motion of Sowa Rigpa in Asia,” under the di-
rections of Ministry of AYUSH and organised
by Regional Ayurveda Research Institute in
association with Namgyal Institute of Tibe-
tology began at Chintan Bhawan here today.

The inaugural session was presided over
by Health Minister Dr Mani Kumar Sharma
along with Agriculture and Animal Hus-
bandry Minister Lok Nath Sharma.

The chief guest, in his address, focused
on his practical experience, information and
knowledge in the number of key issues of
Sowa-Rigpa, including information on reg-
ulation, use of Sowa Rigpa in the national
healthcare system and its affordability, ac-
cessibility and availability.

He said that there should be standard
medication supported by quality and con-
tinuous supply of medicine which is possible
because Sowa Rigpa and Ayurveda have been
organised systems for thousands of years with
research, publication, conferences, interac-
tion, workshop and other scientific activities.

He stated that the Government of India
has also embarked on this alternative sys-
tem of medicine.

He further said the whole issue is about
scientific research and as a scientific person
he suggested that the primary data and doc-
umentation be preserved for more usable
standard quality medicines.

He added that Sikkim has favourable
climatic conditions for growing medicinal

herbal plants which need to be given more
impetus and in this regard an expected sup-
port from AYUSH Ministry is needed so that
the system of Sowa Rigpa can be used to the
fullest potential for the benefit of the people
not from the commercial side but first for
the need and demand side of local people.

The Agriculture Minister, in his short ad-
dress, welcomed and congratulated the del-
egates for their participation and mentioned
that the Sikkim has been declared an Organ-
ic State and that the new government, under
the leadership of Chief Minister PS Tamang
[Golay], envisioned the concept of Green
Economy to promote and preserve the glob-
al marketing of abundantly available medic-
inal raw materials with value addition.

He proposed the establishment of a Me-
dicinal Plant Industry-cum-Pharmacy Unit
and AYUSH Research Centre in the State to
ensure optimum benefits to the farmers.

Joint Secretary, Ministry of AYUSH, Ro-
shan Jaggi, expressed deep gratitude to the
Government of Sikkim for these two-day
workshop and said that the presence of two
Ministers reflects the Government’s attach-
ment to this system of healthcare.

He said that workshop will focus on the pros
and cons and how to strengthen the system in
order to bring a strong scientific footing so that
it develops as a real science and contributes to-
wards the healthcare framework of the country.

He stated that he expected a good outcome
from the two days of deliberations and rec-
ommendations which will come back to the

Ministry so that decisions are taken on the
basis of these recommendations.

He said that Government of India has
decided to patronise and develop Sowa Rig-
pa and recently the Union Cabinet decided
that a national institute will be established
to strengthen education, regulate the system
and have fundamental research.

He further said that the country needs to
propagate and develop Ayurveda including
Sowa Rigpa because these systems have the
capacity to give the people of this country
a solution to the emerging healthcare chal-
lenges where people are shifting to natural
medicines instead of chemical medicines.

He shared that the Government of India has
taken a series of steps in these four to five years
including strengthening research through Cen-
tral Council for Research in Ayurvedic systems, a
similar council for homeopathy etc so that med-
ical interventions are supported by facts and
figures and a robust mechanism is developed in
which standard and quality of drugs can be mon-
itored and ensured.

Earlier, several publications of the Coun-
cil were released.

The inaugural session was also attended
by Prof Anup Thakar, Vice Chancellor, Gujarat
Ayurved University & Director IPGTRA; Prof
KS Dhiman, Director General, CCRAS, New Del-
hi; Tashi Densapa Director, Namgyal Institute
Tibetology; Dr Shriprakash, In-charge, RAR],
Gangtok; Amjis, officials, teachers and stu-
dents of Namgyal Institute Of Tibetology and
guests from Nepal and Mongolia.

CM chairs...

Participants wholeheartedly applauded the state of
Sikkim and its diversified potential and wide scope for
film making and also suggested to create awareness
about its beauty across the world to attract filmmakers.

Investors, Industrialists and the producers intro-
duced about their impressive spheres of experiences
and achievements and expressed their interest to ex-
plore Sikkim as shooting destination.

Chief Secretary, SC Gupta assured that the state
government has duly noted all suggestions, ideas, in-
formation and interventions of all participants and
anticipated the inputs would be effective and useful
for future perspectives in film making.

HC judgment...

equal status provided to petitioners is not in favour of
people of Sikkim.

Mr Pradhan alleged that the judgment is also due
to the failure of the State government’s commitment
to safeguard the people of Sikkim.

“If the State does not take any immediate step then it
would prove the failure of the State government and we
would be compelled to take action on the same,” he said.

all possible support in days to come. Responding to
the six-point demand of Sikkim Film Cooperative Soci-
ety, he assured to work on all their demands.

FFI president, Firdausul Hasan assured to provide
all possible support to the state for the development
of cinema in the region. He congratulated the State
Government and the CM for taking a giant step for de-
velopment of cinema.

He expressed his hope that such initiatives would
create many opportunities in the field of cinema. Mr
Hasan congratulated Sikkim Film Cooperative Society
for their efforts towards the festival.

After receiving the lifetime achievement award, Mr
Pradhan expressed that the award was a huge honour
for him. He stated that this achievement would not
stop him here but inspire him to move ahead towards
his journey.

Likewise, Manisha Koirala said that Sikkim has
been making the country proud by becoming 100%
organic state, pollution free and in the field of educa-
tion. She stated that with the right guidance of the CM,
Sikkim would be a great destination for film shooting.
She further expressed her best wishes to the festival.

Earlier, in his welcome address, Sikkim Film Coop-
erative Society president, Dipen Mohora thanked the
CM for his support and guidance for this initiative. He
further thanked the FFI for providing this opportunity
to promote Sikkim as a most sought after destination
for film shooting.

The inaugural function also witnessed the felicita-
tion of the CM by the Film Federation of India along
with felicitation of Ambassador of Azerbaijan to India,
Dr Ashraf Shikhaliyev by FFI and SFCS and Managing
Director of Priya Entertainment, Arijit Dutta by SFCS.

On the occasion, the CM released the festival bro-
chure and screening of a Temi Creative Studio’s cor-
porate film, Light Action Sikkim by Arindan Sil and
team. The inaugural function concluded with the vote
of thanks by Festival Director, Mrinalini Shrivastava.

The inauguration of the festival was followed by
the screening of the inaugural film, ‘Every 68 Minute’
directed by Anindita Sarbadhicari, conceptualised by
Lal Bhatia and Imran Zaki and produced by David and
Goliath Films in association with Adil Hussain.

The festival will screen 40 films and hold a series of
technical sessions and workshops in script writing, film
marketing, digital marketing, production management,
sound management and visit to different potential cine
locations in the State and gala fashion show.

HAVE A STORY TO SHARE?

email us: NeWs@summittimes.com

LOST

NAME : SABITA KUMARI

D/0 : JALESHWAR PRASAD

Address : Near ICICI bank Jorethang, South Sik-
kim.

Lost : BA Degree Certificate while travelling be-
tween Jorethang to Namchi on few months ago.
Lost GD Entry NO.115 at Jorethang Police Station
on 18.02.2020.

~ SummitTIMES ~

CLASSIFIEDS

GENERAL LAND FOR SALE
General land 30X40 (3 Plots) available for sale
at Tadong 6th Mile next to Harka Maya College.
Flat Land no cutting required. Price 27 Lakhs
(negotiable).
Contact: 9800201335

LAND FOR SALE

Aland measuring an area for 50x32 1/2 at Road-
side just below housing colony is for sale. It is
just a one minute walking distance from Namchi
bazaar taxi stand. Interested party may contact
9593373387 and 9434406761

LAND FOR SALE

An area measuring 1 acre at Sadam South Sikkim

near Loretto Convent School at Gupti road. Price

negotiable any one interested can contact:
78640-04501,62970-03235, 98320-48410
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SICA calls on CM, extends invitation to

inaugurate Rangpo cricket

SUMMIT REPORT
GANGTOK, 28 FEB:
Sikkim Cricket Asso-
ciation [SICA] Exec-
utives led by president,
Lobzang G Tenzing along
with construction com-
mittee chairman and
architect called on Chief
Minister, Prem Singh Ta-
mang (Golay) on 27 Feb.

A SICA release in-
forms that the primary
objective of the visit was
to invite the Chief Min-
ister as the chief guest
for the Rangpo Mining
Ground  inauguration.
The Chief Minister was
gracious enough to ac-
cept the invitation, the
release mentions.

Mr Tenzing apprised
the Chief Minister of the
works conducted and
submitted a progress re-
port of the association
from 2016 till date. On
examining the report, the
CM was pleased to ob-
serve the progress made
by Sikkim Cricket Associ-
ation as well as the tan-
gible benefits the youth/
people of Sikkim have
received such as:

a) Monetary benefits

The player's fee
for the 2019-20 sea-
son amounting to Rs.
4,28,57,750 and profes-
sional fee of the support
staff amounting to Rs.
1,90,00,000.

b) Skill Development

c) Exposure in terms
of not just the players
participating in the na-
tional arena (current-
ly, SICA has teams in 7
categories participating
in 14 tournaments of

i

The BCCI) but as well as
training and exposure of
support staff i.e. Coaches,
Managers, Medical and
Physio units.

President also sub-
mitted that Sikkim Crick-
et Association has hosted
3 national Tournaments
this season at KIIT, Bhu-
baneswar (Our home
ground approved by
BCCI), Ravenshaw crick-
et ground and DRIEMS
cricket ground, Cuttack,

ar

VIKASH cricket ground,
Bhubaneswar, Therefore
SICA would need more
grounds in Sikkim to host
such tournaments in the
future.

Mr Tenzing also re-
quested the Chief Min-
ister to kindly make the
public aware of the ef-
forts as well as the ben-
efits so that there would
be growth of interest in
cricket.

“SICA is extreme-

ound

ly honored by the Chief
Minister’s intent to ex-
tend extensive support
to the association, as
he stated that such ef-
forts would undoubted-
ly benefit the people/
youth of Sikkim,” the re-
lease states.

The recent visit to
the Chief Minister’s of-
fice has reinvigorated
the body as he not only
extended his support
but also expressed his
intent to work in tandem
with SICA. Such an effort
would surely ensure ef-
fective and efficient per-
formance.

“The long deliber-
ation with the Chief
Minister was most
encouraging. We are
very fortunate to have
a Chief Minister who
being former president
of SICA and a current
voting member, un-
derstands the job of a
cricket administrator as
well as the workings of
the BCCI like no other.
He also shares a personal
rapport with the current
BCCI officials,” the SICA
president has said.

Sichey Mavericks beat

Phuentsholing team
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SUMMIT REPORT
GANGTOK, 28 FEB:

ichey Mavericks of

East Sikkim defeated
Veteran ~ Phuentsholing
from Bhutan today at the
19th Chief Minister’s Gold
Cup Archery Tournament
[Compound] here at the

Archery Shooting Range of
Tenzing Namgyal Memori-
al Ground, Tathangchen.

Sichey Mavericks
won 35-13. KRG Ralang
will take on Bayul Den-
zong in the next match
of the tournament sched-
uled for Saturday.

National Science Day celebrated

at ICFAI University

AYUSH Hospital hosts naturopathy camp

SUMMIT REPORT
GANGTOK, 28 FEB:

daylong Mega Natu-

ropathy Camp was
held today along with a
series of activities here
at the AYUSH Hospital
in Socheykgang, East
Sikkim.

The camp was orga-
nized by the National
Institute of Naturopathy,
Pune, in association of
Greenwoods,  Darjeel-
ing, on the theme ‘Self
Reliance through Self
Health Reliance’. The
camp was organized
as part of celebrations
being held o mark the
150th birth anniversa-
ry of Mahatma Gandhi.

The camp included
the formation of a hu-
man chain to mark and
pay tribute to the con-
tributions of Mahatma
Gandhi in the field of Na-
turopathy while a Gand-
hi Vatika exhibition fea-

tured a spinning wheel
[Charkha] and a display
of Gandhian thoughts in
relation to Health.

The camp also includ-
ed a drawing competi-
tion for school students
on the theme Gandhi and
Nature, a film screening
on Gandhi and Nature
Cure and a live demon-
stration of the charkha
by Dr Neelam Verma.

Free health food was
also distributed to par-
ticipants in the camp.

A official communi-
cation informs that the
camp received 673 par-
ticipants, 446 of whom
were from different
schools and colleges
covered during the out-
reach programme by the
National Institute of Na-
turopathy.

SUMMIT REPORT
GANGTOK, 28 FEB:
ational Science Day
was celebrated at
ICFAI University, Sikkim,
on 28 Feb, a press re-
lease informs. The day is
celebrated to commem-
orate the discovery of
the ‘Raman Effect’ by
the great Indian phys-
icist Sir CV Raman on
February 28, 1928.

The event was orga-
nized as per the direction
of Ministry of Human Re-
source Development. On

the occasion events like
essay, painting and quiz
competition were orga-
nized for the students.

The topic for the
competition was “Path
breaking innovations
and scientific achieve-
ments from India for
humankind/innovation
and entrepreneurship.”
The aim of the activity
was to allow them an
opportunity to show
their talents and inter-
ests, the release men-
tions.

NABARD to hold State
Credit Seminar at Gangtok

GANGTOK, 28 FEB (PIB):
National Bank for Ag-
riculture and Rural De-
velopment (NABARD),
Gangtok will be organiz-
ing a State Credit Sem-
inar at Gangtok, on 03
March, 2020.

NABARD has been
preparing the State Fo-
cus Paper, every year, by
aggregating the district
wise Potential Linked
Credit Plans (PLPs) for
each district of the state
to facilitate flow of insti-

tutional credit under Pri-
ority Sector.

The objective of the
State Credit Seminar is to
discuss the potentials for
credit flow in the state of
Sikkim, identify critical
infrastructure gaps and
the steps to be taken by
various developmental
agencies and banks in the
desired direction.

Minister for Rural De-
velopment, Sonam Lama,
will attend the Seminar
as chief guest.

AT

The family members of the Late Pasang Lhamu Ethenpa wish to sincere-
ly thank, where words cannot express our deep gratitude for the out-
pouring of support during our period of grieving. To one and all who
visited our house, attended the funeral which undoubtedly provided us
with huge strength. The cards and the flowers sent were beautiful. Your
kindness touched our hearts and lifted us up. Your thoughtfulness will

never be forgotten.

Our special thanks goes to most of the retired aged teachers of PN
Girls Senior Secondary School who visited us as well as attended funeral
of our beloved “ Mummy”. Our thanks also goes to the Principal, facul-
ty members & the students of PN Girls Senior Secondary School, Gang-
tok and above all, we thank President & the members of PNGites for
their soothing going heavenly abode tribute and singing favorite school
songs loved by our Late Mummy. Pasang Guruma always had her heart
attached to this beloved school, staff and the students. Our Mummy’s
49th Day death ceremony ( Kutse Shegu ) falls on 1st April 2020 & will

be held at Ethenpa Villa, Lower Tadong, Gangtok.

Mr. Menla T. Ethenpa, Dr. Sonam T. Ethenpa ( Sons )
Mrs. Tshering Pem Ethenpa, Mrs. Chunki Bhutia ( Daughter-in-laws )
Mrs. Diki Y. Ethenpa, Ms. Chopel Ethenpa, Mrs.
Sangay Pema Ethenpa ( Daughters )
Mr. Karma Chankapa, Mr. Pemba Lama ( Son-in-laws )
& host of Grand Children & Great-Grand Children

Cyber-crime training for

[Os and P

SUMMIT REPORT
GANGTOK, 28 FEB:

rime Branch/CID Sik-

kim Police organised
a one-day training pro-
gramme for Police staff
and Investigating Officers
of Sikkim Police in col-
laboration with Reserve
Bank of India at confer-
ence hall, Police head-
quarter, Gangtok, today, a
press release informs.

In this programme,
the police officers were
trained on the topic
of recent trends in cy-
ber- crime and how to
stop and investigate the
cyber-crimes. This pro-
gramme was organised
for enhancing the skills
of the Investigating Offi-
cers so that they can in-
vestigate cyber-crime and
bank frauds and can arrest
the culprits and deliver
justice to the victim.

.

Resource persons
from Mumbai and Ben-
galuru were invited and
they imparted training
on the said subjects.

The programme was
inaugurated by DGP Sik-
kim, A Shankar Rao and
attended by ADGP (CB-
CID), AK Singh, RBI Gang-
tok General Manager,
Ravindra V. Sangvai, SP
(CB/CID), Manish Verma.

SP (CID), Manish Ver-
ma said that the CB-CID
of Sikkim Police always

olice personnel

tries to enhance the capac-
ity and skKills of police offi-
cers and investigating offi-
cers of the State for better
services to the citizens.
For this, the CB-
CID keeps organising
various trainings and
awareness programmes
for the police officers
and common citizens.
This is one such pro-
gramme, he said and
congratulated his team
of officers for such a
wonderful programme.

GOVERNMENT OF SIKKIM
BUILDINGS & HOUSING DEPARTMENT

r

¥

No.41/ETENDER/BHD/2019-20

NOTICE INVITING TENDER

On behalf of the Governor of Sikkim, Chief Engineer, Buildings & Housing Depart-
ment , Government of Sikkim invites percentage rate tenders from qualified Class
I A contractors, within the state of Sikkim, enlisted with the SPWD in the cover
system through e-procurement. The bids should be submitted online through the
website www.sikkimtender.gov.in for the work as listed below.

Dated: 26/02/2020

SL. Name of the Bid security Bid Value Cost of Com-
No. [ work 2.5.% of the (Rs.In tender/bid | pletion
bid value (Rs. | lakhs) form (Rs. | Period.
In lakhs) In lakhs)
1 2 3 4 5 6
1. Construction 34.08 1363.066 1.00 36
of Proposed months.
Sikkim Civil
Services Officers
Institite Near
Chintan Bhawan
Gangtok East
Sikkim.
IMPORTANT EVENT
1. | Publishing of Online Tender in e-pro- 26" February 2020
curement portal
2 Uploading of bidding documents in 26" February 2020
e-procurement portal
3. | Document download/Sale start date 26" February 2020 1500 hrs
and time onwards
4. | Last date & Time for seeking clarifica- | 4% March 2020 upto 1500 Hrs.
tion regarding bids
5. | Last date for online submission of 16" March, 2020 up to 1600
completed bids Hrs.
6. | Date for Submission of hard Copies 18" March 2101 up to 1600
(Tender fee and Bid security) HRs.
7. | Date of opening of Tender bids 19% March 2020 at 1300 HRs.

For all details on the bid visit www.sikkimtender.gov.in.

R.0 No. 383/IPR/Pub/Classi./19-20

Date: 27.2.2020

Buildings & Housing Department

Sd/-
Chief Engineer

Government of Sikkim.

What is Novel Coronavirus - nCoV?

The Novel Coronavirus (nCoV) is new strain of
Coronavirus that originated in Wuhan, China.
Motorious for mutating quickly and acquiring new
qualities.it isa rising epidemic that was
previously not identified in humans.

Precautions to Prevent
nCoV

= Wash your hands often with soap.

# Use an alcohol based hand sanitizer

& Obgerve good personal hygione.

= Avold touching your face with unwashed hands.

® Avoid contact with people with possible symptoms.

& Avoid contact with animale and congum ption of
undercooked meats.

® Avoid travel to nCoV affected places.

& Wear a mask if you have respiratory syndrome.
and cover your mouth while coughing or sneezing.

I yeu soek holp, you may call @
-Tall free no. 104

District surveillance Officer
EAST : TO20372100

WEST : 95819708

HORTH : 9641957468

SOUTH : T40T6E01 463

Hew STHM

AMS : 5434711402

DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH & FAMILY WELFARE

GOVERNMENT OF SIKKIM
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Planning Should
Precede Training

..followed by funding options and
promotion

he Skill Development initiative of the State

Government is now a decade old. Started in
the year 2007, Sikkim's Skill Development and
Capacity Enhancement Directorate was the first in
the country. Eventually, the Directorate matured
into a full-fledged Department. In its first ten years,
the Directorate trained thousands of youngsters,
providing skill certification and also guiding
them through the process of placements. With
the Directorate having grown into a Department,
there was greater anticipation on the strides
that it would take to skill the human resource
of Sikkim and assist them in choosing the right
career, locally, nationally as well as internationally.
Has that happened?

The skill development initiative was always a
good idea, and perhaps because it was a tad ahead
of its time, it took some time to find its rhythm - the
nation, after all, has only just caught up with the idea.
Uncertain central funding appears to have paused
the effort a bit, but even without this commitment,
training courses and awareness camps were not
new to Sikkim, and their intensity, as far as press
releases go, continues to be strong. This newspaper
reports on one almost every day. Given the number
of such initiatives in the State and the more than
a decade of skilling, the youth here should have
become multifaceted powerhouses enabled to take
to any sector, at any time. And yet, one look around
and the youth do not appear to be launching into
any kind of enterprise with much success; at least
not in the scale that the press releases would have
one believe. One reason for this is that the trainings
and awareness camps are conducted without much
planning. Without getting into the course-content,
which itself might be in need of overhauling, one
can vouch that too many of these camps and courses
are held in a vacuum. Synergy, that word that
seems to drive all efforts in the globalised world,
seems to be lacking. Since most of these courses
are either sponsored or conducted by government
departments - state and central - the synergy one
is speaking of has to be between the departments.
Take for example the number of tailoring courses
that are held all over the State throughout the
year. How many local youth have formed tailoring
cooperatives after getting trained? Not too many;, if
any at all. Does one even go to tailors anymore? The
same inference can be drawn for the many organic
farming sessions. If a funding agency had been
made a part of such trainings, the real possibility
of loans to fund a new enterprise might have
motivated some youth to put their skills to effective
use. Another example is the adventure awareness
camp moving from one remote area to another. If it
is self-employment avenues that camps are hoping
to open up, then, along with funding agencies,
travel agents should be made a part of the camps.
They can be brought in on the last date to see for
themselves the kind of skills local youth in remote
areas have acquired so that in future it can promote
the availability of locally trained guides in these
areas. This will bring business to the local youth
and also provide Tourism with more destinations
to sell. The start-up funding initiative of the State
Government should be dovetailed into the skill-
development courses and training sessions so that
something of consequence emerges at the end of
each course.

The examples can continue, but the lesson
remains the same, planning has to accompany
training so that the skills are put in perspective and
real opportunities opened up.

Gouldcoronavirusreallytriggerarecessions?

MICHAEL WALDEN
theconversation.com

Fears are growing that the new coronavirus will
infect the U.S. economy.

U.S stocks are headed for their worst week since
the 2008 financial crisis; companies including Apple
and Walmart have been warning of potential sales
losses from COVID-19 and the Centers for Disease
Control and Prevention told Americans to prepare for
the outbreak to spread to the United States, with un-
known but potentially “bad” consequences.

Lately, many people have asked me, as an econ-
omist, a question I haven’t heard in years: Could a
virus really send the global and U.S. economies into
recession - or worse? Put more pertinently, will
COVID-19 trigger an economic meltdown?

WHAT A VIRUS CAN DO

The worry is understandable; viruses are scary
things. I've read my share of medical thrillers based
on some new virus spreading throughout the globe
killing millions, destroying businesses and almost
ending civilization until heroes - super or not -
contain it at the last minute.

While these are works of fiction, we only have
to look back 100 years to find a real example of
what an unchecked virus can do.

The 1918-1919 influenza pandemic, also
known as the Spanish flu, killed at least 50 million
people worldwide, with some estimates putting the
number as high as 100 million. In the U.S., almost
1 of every 3 people became infected, and 500,000
died. Even for those who survived, there were nu-
merous cases of long-term physical disability.

Fortunately, the adverse economic impacts
were short-lived. With today’s more mobile and
interconnected world, however, some suggest any
large-scale pandemic would be much more severe,
with costs in the trillions.

To date, deaths from the coronavirus have been very
small, totaling a little over 2,700 worldwide, out of more
than 80,000 known cases - or only about 3.4%. Almost
all of the deaths have been in China, where the virus was
first detected. Rapid actions to quarantine infected indi-
viduals have likely limited the spread.

Yet even if the death rates are relatively low, the
economy can still suffer. These economic impacts
would likely come in four forms: shortages of prod-
ucts from China, reduced sales to China, a drop in
consumer spending based on fears about the virus
and falling stock prices.

Let me evaluate the potential impact of each,
but bear in mind that they are all interconnected,
and a drop in just one can affect the others.
PRODUCT SHORTAGES

The U.S. imports over US$500 billion of prod-
ucts each year from China, everything from smart-
phones and televisions to clothing and machine
parts. Sick people in China can’t work, which means
they can’t make products. Closing off parts of the
country from other areas also curtails production.

The reduced availability of Chinese products
could slow some segments of the U.S. economy,
with the computer and electronics industries be-

ing the most vulnerable. For example, many smart-
phones sold in the U.S. are assembled in China. Al-
though U.S. retailers have some inventory, shortag-
es will likely appear if the pandemic persists.

Americans are already beginning to see some im-
pacts: for example, in shortages of dozens of drugs and
other medical products and longer wait times for a vari-
ety of products such as bicycles and board games.

It’s too early to say how severe it will get, but
the dependency of U.S. supply chains on China is
a major concern. It shows how something like the
coronavirus could become a huge problem in the
modern economy.

SALES MAY TAKE A HIT

On the flip side, U.S. companies sell well over
$100 billion of products to China annually, with the
most important being technology like computer
chips and agricultural products such as soybeans.

These sectors have already taken a hit from
the tariffs imposed by China during the U.S.-China
trade war of the last two years. The recent thaw in
the conflict - and a limited deal with China - had
created optimism for U.S. factories and farms that
increased sales were around the corner.

That corner may be harder to reach as a result of
the coronavirus outbreak and its significant impact

on the Chinese economy. More U.S. companies are
now worrying about their sales to China as a result.
CONSUMERS STILL SPENDING

Ultimately, more than anything, the spending of con-
sumers drives the U.S. economy, accounting for roughly
70% of growth. Economists, policymakers and traders
will be closely watching measures of this to help them
understand how worried they should be.

Significant declines in spending are usually the
most direct cause of a recession and often signal
falling incomes and higher unemployment. But
consumers also reduce spending as a result of fear
- such as when they see traders panicking on Wall
Street. That is, nothing actually bad has to happen
to reduce spending, and this fear-induced penny
pinching can have real-world consequences and
even trigger a recession.

We saw this happen with the SARS virus in
2003, which resulted in 700 deaths worldwide.
Consumer confidence about the future dipped, and
so did spending, especially on durable products
like appliances, vehicles and furniture. Fortunately,
the dip was short-lived, and no recession resulted.

Although coronavirus-related deaths already ex-
ceed those from SARS, consumer confidence has not
yet been affected. The latest data, released on Feb.
25, shows it continued to rise in February, albeit at
a slower-than-expected pace and based on a survey
taken before the recent stock market swoon. And
measures of consumer spending like retail sales are
also still growing, if at a subdued rate.

Also, there could be two positive offsets from the
virus that will boost consumers. One is a reduction in
interest rates that has already occurred and will be wel-
come news for people borrowing money for a home or
vehicle. Second is a drop in oil - and, ultimately, gas -
prices that will mean less money to be paid at the pump.

So it appears, for now, that consumers are more
focused on jobs, incomes and gas prices than on
COVID-19.

A ROCKY ROAD FOR STOCKS

Lastly, let’s look at the impact on stocks.

One thing traders and investors absolutely do
not like is uncertainty. And that’s what we have
right now: No one, not even me, knows how bad
the outbreak will get or what the impact will be on
companies, consumers and the economy.

Until we have a good idea of how much the virus
will spread and whether containment efforts will be
successful, markets could
remain wobbly. The Stan-
dard & Poor’s 500 stock in-
dex has plunged more than
10% since Feb. 21, ending
a bull market that lasted 12
years. A falling stock mar-
ket could affect the real
economy in a number of
ways, including by sapping
consumer confidence and
reducing their spending.

Butjustas a bout of bad
news can send markets
into a tailspin, a reason for
optimism could cause a rebound just as fast.

BRACE FOR IMPACT - AND UNCERTAINTY

For now, we’ll all - traders, companies, consum-
ers - have to just live with uncertainty, not know-
ing just how bad it will get.

The best all of us can do is monitor the situation
and take precautions to prevent its spread - and be
ready if it does.

A key measure to watch is the trend in the num-
ber of new cases reported worldwide. A reduction
is often a sign the virus is running its course. How-
ever, a jump in cases could be cause for alarm, es-
pecially if the increase is large.

Companiesand industries in the U.S. having strong
ties to China or other countries with major infections
could be in for a rocky road ahead, but with any luck
the challenges will last weeks or months - not years.
As long as U.S. consumers continue to spend, the
economy will continue to expand, and there’s little
risk of recession. If the stock market tumbles further,
however, all bets may be off.

[the writer is Professor and Extension
Economist, North Carolina State University]

How fame abroad changes African
footballers’ way of lite back home

WRITE US:

Readers are invited to comment on, criticise, run
down, even appreciate if they like something in
this paper. Letters carrying abusive/ indecorous
language and personal attacks, except when
against people responsible in this newspaper
(who are fair game), will have to be ignored.
Letters which carry forward a conversation or
initiate a dialogue will command immediate
attention and receive prominence. Mail us at:
news@summittimes.com

ERNEST YEBOAH ACHEAMPONG
theconversation.com

frican footballers have long been

attracted to careers abroad. This
is easy to understand considering
that many come from backgrounds
of poverty and high unemployment
rates in countries with repressive gov-
ernments that mismanage resources.
Rural life also poses challenges to as-
piring sports people, such as a lack of
playing grounds and other facilities.

These factors tend to hinder foot-
ball development on the continent.

The European football market
offers footballers better conditions
and socioeconomic benefits. Foreign
leagues provide considerably better
earnings than what players earn in
their domestic leagues.

The evolution of the European foot-
ball market picked up in the 1980s,
providing a chance for many African
players to achieve professional sta-
tus. Football became a global business
product, attracting huge broadcasting
rights and corporate sponsorship.

The experience of playing and living
abroad in this environment can lead to
changes in players’ behaviour. Not only
do they have far greater wealth than
their peers, they may break old social
ties and consider themselves “special”.

[ set out to explore these changes
to understand why achieving profes-
sional status abroad should sudden-
ly affect players’ behaviour in their
home communities.

[ interviewed professional foot-
ballers from Ghana, Senegal, Nigeria,
Zambia, Sierra Leone, Cote d’Ivoire,
Kenya, Cameroon and Egypt, aged be-
tween 18 and 52, who had played in
the leagues of countries like England,

Germany, Spain, Italy and France.
They were asked to describe their
football career path from their coun-
try of origin to moving abroad and
beginning their professional activi-
ty. The study captured both current
players and those who had left Africa
in the 1980s, 1990s and 2000s.

The study found that upward
social mobility often led to extreme
behavioural and attitude switches.
Some of the notable traits from the
players studied were arrogance and
conspicuous consumption. Some
even spoke ill of fellow professionals
in lower or developing leagues.

This is important because their
home communities expect them to
maintain a relationship with the peo-
ple who supported them during their
formative periods. It leads to social
disconnection when some are per-
ceived as “ungrateful” and reluctant
to give back to society.

All interviewees admitted that
fame and wealth, if not properly
managed, could have a negative effect
on society. On the other hand, they
could use their higher social status to
change lives in their home countries.

In contrast to professional foot-
ballers who migrate, other Kkinds
of migrant workers often maintain
strong connections with people at
home. Sometimes they send resourc-
es to support projects for the public
benefit, such as building schools.
AFRICAN BEGINNINGS

Many African players began their
professional journey by playing in
street football and inter-street com-
petitions within their communities
or nearby communities. Social prac-
tice of the sport supported individual
players’ social integration and made

them visible to football enthusiasts.
All the players I interviewed said they
had received a lot of support from
their communities.

When they left their communi-
ties to play abroad, they gained social
status and national recognition. Most
moved to cities and adopted new
attitudes. A player recalled that the
“job of football has a way of changing
you if you're not careful without you
knowing, unconsciously, you’ll turn
out to be a different human being”.

An example is Abedi Pele, a for-
mer captain of Ghana and one of the
most globally recognised footballers
to emerge from Africa. Speaking at a
G8 Summit he said:

“We were enjoying football and
having fun but to see that such a thing
can turn to the most lucrative busi-
ness in the world is what amazes me,
something I started like a joke became
the most unique, powerful, influential
business in the world that when you
speak people listen, when you talk, you
inspire millions of people... And you
have to also learn to maintain the fame
and not to abuse it”".

Apart from fame, my study found
that there are other variables that
can drive changes in players’ be-
haviour. Some do not recognise the
changes personally. They include be-
lief in one’s own abilities and the like-
lihood of one’s behaviour leading to a
specific outcome. Other variables in-
clude self-control and learning from
observation. The influence of these
variables on behaviour is not unex-
pected when a person comes from a
background of moderate education.

Players in the study said they had
to guard against behaviour such as ig-
noring their former team colleagues,

senior players, coaches, friends and
the community that supported their
professional activities abroad. They
said the community saw such be-
haviour as undesirable since it did
not represent their cultural norms
and social values. These values in-
clude reciprocal behaviour and an
attitude of humility, obedience, grat-
itude and submissiveness.

Abedi Pele noted that “When you are
rich, famous and influential, if you don’t
take your time you will think that the
world belongs to you or you control it”

A few players in the study iden-
tified fame and wealth as an oppor-
tunity to support a worthy cause in
African communities. One was Ste-
phen Appiah, a school dropout who
grew up in Chorkor, a poor fishing
community in Accra, Ghana. He built
a health-care centre and library and
created an annual sports day event
for Chorkor. He no longer lives there
but his social projects represent his
presence there after his success.

Communities expect successful
players to be guided by social norms
that shaped their early lives - not just
by wealth and fame achieved later.
But sudden situational changes tend
to influence people’s social networks.
Many footballers no longer mix with
their former friends.

The study suggests that if profes-
sional African players maintain their
bond with their home communities,
they can create opportunities to sup-
port local development. They can
also serve as role models for young
talent keen to have a career abroad.

[the writer is Lecturer,
Health,Physical Education,Recreation
and Sport (HPERS),

University of Education]
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East Bengal face Churchill Brothers

Pyt A,

HURCHILLBROTHERSFCGOA

KoLkATA, FEB 28 (PTI):
East Bengal will return to
the iconic Yuba Bharati
Krirangan for the first
time this I-League sea-
son as they cross swords
with Churchill Brothers
here on Saturday.

After having suc-
cumbed to five defeats
since the turn of the year,
the Red and Golds got
their campaign back on
track with two succes-
sive wins, helping them
out of relegation zone.

The Kolkata giants

have an opportunity to
extend their winning
run but the possibility
of moving up from the
fourth to second place
will depend on the out-
come of the day’s third
and final fixture in-
volving Gokulam Kerala
and Punjab.

“Team is getting used
to new methods, but
we are still on the way,”
said East Bengal coach
Mario Rivera.

Weighing in on their
next opponents, he add-

ed, “Churchill are always
a difficult team with
good foreigners. They
are very competitive.
Last season, we couldn’t
win against them in the
first leg but we will try
to get it this time.”
Churchill Brothers FC
Goa, currently third on
the table, had their win-
ning run thwarted by the
Red and Gold’s arch-ri-
vals Mohun Bagan.
However, the Red
Machines’ last trip to
the city of joy was one

% #REDMACHINES

to remember, running
out 4-2 winners against
the league leaders and
till date, remain the only
side to have inflicted de-
feat on Mohun Bagan this
season.

Churchill  Brothers
coach Bernardo Tavares
said, “East Bengal will
always be a challenge
to any team, no mat-
ter what. We were on a
good run and we had the
chance to cut Mohun Ba-
gan’s lead at the top and
unfortunately, it wasn’t

to be” “Defeats are al-
ways disappointing but
we have learnt from the
mistakes we made, and
hopefully, against East
Bengal, we can make it
count and come home
with a result.”

Churchill  Brothers
were also the first team
to stop East Bengal’s
unbeaten run earlier in
the season, courtesy a
last-minute Willis Plaza
header, the result leading
to a downward spiral for
the Red & Golds.

Migrant labourer from West
Bengal among 2 killed in
wall collapse in Karnataka

MANGALURY, FEB 28 (PTI):
At least two labourers,
including a 20-year old
man from West Bengal,
were killed and anoth-
er was seriously injured
when a compound wall
collapsed on them in the
city on Friday, police said.
Two other workers
have been trapped under
the debris and Fire and
Rescue service personnel
from Kadri and Padesh-
war are continuing oper-
ations to pull them out.
The construction
work was going on at a

site when the compound
wall of the nearby prop-
erty collapsed at Karan-
galpady junction in the
afternoon.

The deceased have
been identified as Masri-
gul from West Bengal and
Bhimesh (25) belonging
to Bagalkot in Karnataka.

Hanikul (23), taken
out of the debris and
shifted to hospital, is in
a critical condition, po-
lice said.

MLA Vedavyas Ka-
math and top police offi-
cials visited the spot.

Coronavirus: 106 quarantined
in Maha since Jan this year

MumBaAl, FEB 28 (PTI): A
total of 106 persons, who
arrived in Maharashtra
from coronavirus-affect-
ed countries, were quar-
antined in the state since
January 18 this year, of
whom 104 have been
found negative for the
infection, while the test
results of two others are
awaited. The state health
department gave this in-
formation in a statement
issued on Friday.

Of these 106 persons,
only four are presently in
the isolation wards- two
each at Naidu Hospital
in Pune and Kasturba
Hospital in Mumbai and
reports of the swab sam-
ples of two of them are
awaited from the Nation-
al Institute of Virology
(NIV), it said.

“Out of these 106
samples sent by the state,
104 have been found neg-
ative as per the reports of
the NIV a senior health
department official said.

All the passengers ar-
riving from 12 Covid-19

affected  countries/re-
gions- China, Hong Kong,
Thailand, Singapore,

South Korea, Japan, Ne-
pal, Indonesia, Vietnam,
Italy, Iran, and Malaysia-
are being screened at the
Mumbai airport.

So far, as many as
57,592 travellers, who
arrived at the Mumbai
International Airport in

475 flights, have been
screened for possible in-
fection, it said.

Apart from Mumbai,
Pune and Thane, travel-
lers are also monitored
in Nanded, Buldhana,
Nagpur, Wardha, Sangli,
Ahmednagar, Amravati,
Palghar, Jalgaon, Chan-
drapur and Satara dis-
tricts, it added.

“Field surveillance is
also actively going on all
across the state in search
of people coming from
the coronavirus-affected
areas,” the official said.

Those who are sus-
pected to have contract-
ed the deadly infection
are sent to isolation facil-
ities for treatment.

However, no case of
coronavirus infection has
come to light in the state
so far, the statement said.

All travellers from
Wuhan city of China - the
epicentre of the outbreak
of epidemic - are being
isolated and tested, irre-
spective of whether they
show any symptoms are
not, it added.

Follow-up at home
is conducted for travel-
lers from Covid-19-af-
fected countries, who do
not show any symptoms
during the screening at
the airport.

“Travellers coming
from other affected
parts are being fol-
lowed for 14 days.

Voting rights: Kerala NRIs
demand changes to People Act

THIRUVANANTHAPURAM,
FEB 28 (PTI): The Kera-
la Non-Resident Indians
(NRI) Commission on
Friday demanded the
right to vote from their
workplace and passed
a unanimous resolution
seeking amendment to
the Representation of the
People Act in this regard.
The commission is a
statutory body constitut-
ed under the Non-Resi-
dent Indian (Keralites)
Commissions Act,
2016, for the welfare of
non-resident  Keralites
working outside India.
The resolution,
moved by commission
member and NRI en-
trepreneur Shamsheer
Vayalil, demanded the
amendment to the Rep-
resentation of the People
Act without any further
delay “enabling millions
of NRIs to exercise their
voting rights from their
workplace” outside the

country.
The resolution said
the commission re-

solves to request the
Central government and
Election Commission of
India to make appropri-
ate amendment to the
Representation of Peo-

ple Act, 1951, to ensure
voting rights for the
non-resident  Indians
working abroad.

The Centre had intro-
duced a bill for this pur-
pose and was passed by
the Lok Sabha in 2018,
but the same has since
lapsed.

The NRI commission
requested that the cen-
tral government may
consider introducing the
bill in the next session of
Parliament.

“The Central govern-
ment may consider intro-
ducing the bill in the next
session of the Parliament
session considering the
interest of the NRI com-
munity at large, the reso-
lution read.

The approved resolu-
tion would be sent to the
Ministry of Law, Election
Commission of India and
the Central government,
the commission said.

According to the es-
timate of the Ministry of
External Affairs, there
are about 3.10 crore NRIs
living in different coun-
tries across the world.

Meanwhile, an unof-
ficial data of the Elec-
tion Commission shows
a small fraction of the

NRIs was now casting
their votes.

Commission  chair-
man Justice PD Rajan
said, “This is the time for
us to step up pressure on
the agencies concerned
to implement this. Vot-
ing from the workplace
would be a different
experience for them. It
would be a decisive step.”

Vayalil is also the pe-
titioner in the writ filed
in the matter in the Su-
preme Court.

“We would also ap-
proach the NRI commis-
sion in other states and
request them to raise the
same demand. All of the
agencies must come to-
gether for this. NRIs have
been longing for this de-
cision,” Vayalil said.

The Lok Sabha had
passed a bill enabling
NRI proxy voting rights
in August 2018.

This was done after
an expert committee of
the Election Commis-
sion forwarded the legal
framework to the law
ministry to amend the
electoral laws.

However, the bill
lapsed following the
dissolution of the 16th
Lok Sabha.

Mizoram to get its third flight service on Saturday

A1zawL, FEB 28 (PTI):
Mizoram is set to get its
third flight with low-cost
carrier IndiGo starting a
service on the Guwaha-
ti-Aizawl-Agartala sector
on Saturday from the
Lengpui airport, a senior
official said.

Chief Minister
Zoramthanga will flag off
the IndiGo flight at 12.30
pm, principal consultant

for civil aviation Wing
Commander ] Lalhmin-
gliana said on Friday.

Several officials of the
state government and those
of the budget carrier will be
present at the airport during
the flag off, he said.

The airline is also
planning to introduce an
Airbus A320 on the Aiza-
wl-Delhi sector soon, Lalh-
mingliana said. Mizoram

currently doesn’t have a
direct airlink with Delhi,
following the withdrawal
of services by Jet Airways
in February 2019.

Presently, the state
is served by Air India
which operates on the
Aizawl-Kolkata-Imphal
route and Go Air that
runs a service on the
Aizawl-Culcutta-Guwa-
hati sector.

Markets shut, vehicles off
roads in Itanagar bandh

ITANAGAR, FEB 28 (PTI):
The dawn-to-dusk shut-
down called by the All
Nyishi Youth Association
(ANYA) passed off peace-
fully on Friday amid tight
security, police said.

The shutdown was
total as all business es-

tablishments, markets,
banks and educational
institutions remained

closed, while attendance
in government office was
thin.

Private vehicles were
off roads but a few state
transport buses were
seen plying with escorts.

A few vehicles were,
however, damaged by
the protesters, said Kam-
dam Sikhom, the sub-di-
visional police officer of
Itanagar.

The ANYA gave the
shutdown call, demand-

ing scrapping of the
Arunachal Pradesh
Staff Selection Board,
withdrawal of the gov-
ernment e-market-
place procurement sys-
tem, early resolution of
the boundary dispute
with Assam and im-
mediate construction
of the Trans-Arunachal
Highway, among others.
The bandh was large-
ly peaceful as no untow-
ard incidents were re-
ported from any part of
the state capital, Sikhom
said, adding that the pro-
testers were cooperative
with the police and mag-
istrates on duty.
Elaborate securi-
ty arrangements were
made in the entire state
capital, which was di-
vided into four zones,
said JK Lego, superin-

tendent of police (cap-
ital). The state govern-
ment had declared the
shutdown “illegal”.

ANYA general sec-
retary Bengia Tada said
that the shutdown was
not to harass the public
but for the interest of the
people of the state.

“We have put forward
a series of genuine griev-
ances but none has been
taken up seriously. This
left us with no choice
but to go ahead with the
shutdown,” Tada said.

Home Minister
Bamang Felix had said
that the ANYA had de-
clined his invitation for a
meeting.

Felix at a press con-
ference on Monday said
the state government
has already met many of
their demands.

KoLKATA, FEB 28 (PTI):
West Bengal Governor
Jagdeep Dhankhar on
Friday condemned the
recents incidents of vio-
lence in the national cap-
ital which has claimed 39
lives so far and criticised
the role of those who see
prospects of growth in it.

Describing hatred as
another form of violence,
Dhankhar said observ-
ing silence on it is also a
“crime against humanity”.

WB Guv condemns violence in Delhi

“Those who see in vio-
lence prospects of growth
or opportunity are just not
civil. Violence in thought/
action calls for unqualified
condemnation,” Dhankhar
tweeted on Friday.

“To hate (is) one form
of violence and to ignore
or observe silence on the
other is a crime against
humanity. Such selective
approach (is) inhuman,”
the governor added.

Thirtynine people have

been killed and more than
250 injured in the commu-
nal clashes that broke out in
northeast Delhi in areas like
Jaffrabad, Maujpur, Chand
Bagh, Khureji Khas and
Bhajanpura.

Nearly 7,000 para-
military forces have
been deployed in the af-
fected areas since Mon-
day. Hundreds of Delhi
Police personnel are
also on the ground to
maintain peace.

Myanmar president arrives on
two-day tour of Bodh Gaya

GAYA (BmHAR), FeB 28
(PTI): Myanmar president
Win Myint arrived here
on Friday on a two-day
tour of Bodh Gaya, the
holy town where Buddha
is said to have attained
enlightenment more than
two millennia ago.
Accompanied by wife
Cho Cho and a 28-member
delegation of top Myanma-
rese officials, Myint landed

at the international airport
in Gaya where he was re-
ceived by Bihar minister
Ashok Choudhary and offi-
cials of the civil and police
administration.

On way to the hotel
in Bodh Gaya where My-
int and the delegates will
be staying, they were ac-
corded a warm welcome
by schoolchildren who
stood on both sides of

road waving the Indian
tricolor and the national
flag of Myanmar.

The Myanmarese
first couple later offered
prayers at the Maha
Bodhi temple, a UNES-
CO world heritage site,
which also has within
its premises the “Bodhi
tree” under which Bud-
dha is said to have at-
tained enlightenment.
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It hurts’: Arteta
admits pain

of Arsenal’s
Europa League
exit against
Olympiakos

NICK AMES

LONDON, 28 FEB
[THEGUARDIAN]: Youssef
El Arabi’s goal, a min-
ute from the end of ex-
tra time, put the Greek
Super League leaders
through and it came just
moments after Arsenal
thought they had won
the game themselves.
Arteta and his staff
had celebrated wildly
when Pierre-Emerick
Aubameyang put them
ahead in the tie with an
overhead kick but the
subsequent sting in the
tail was visibly devastat-
ing.

“It hurts, big time,
Arteta said. “We had a lot
of hope in this competi-
tion. It was a great way
for us to be able to go to
Europe and it is a very
beautiful competition to
try to win. I think we did
a lot of positive things in
the game; I think we cre-
ated enough chances to
win, but if you concede
two set-pieces again in a
tie like this you put your-
self in big trouble.”

In truth Arsenal were
sluggish throughout, but
the outcome comes as a
major shock after their
first-leg win in Piraeus.
Arteta now faces a chal-
lenge to lift his players
for Monday’s FA Cup tie
with Portsmouth and,
perhaps more impor-
tantly, the final 11 games
of a Premier League cam-
paign. They are seven
points behind the top
four.

“I've seen all the boys
and I know how much
they wanted this com-
petition,” he said. “I've
seen today the way they
fight and the way we try
to play, and it’s a difficult
one to digest as a team
and as a club.

“This is football and
sometimes it is very cru-
el when the emotions
are right here [raises
hand high], then in an-
other moment they're
somewhere else [lowers
hand]. You have to able
to handle that if you want
to be in this industry so
now it’s up to us, and up
to me, to bring this place
back in and move for-
ward.”

The scale of that task
is not beyond him but Ar-
teta retains hope Arsenal
can gather themselves to
bridge that domestic gap.

“[1t will be] very hard
because we'’re still far
from the objectives that
we all have, but we've
been far all season from
it and we have to keep
fighting,” he said. “The
most important thing
now is that the dressing
room has to be strong
and we have to keep go-
ing and react.”
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Looking forward to Rahul's quality on field: Nair

KoOLKATA, FEB 28 (PTI): Kar-
nataka skipper Karun Nair
on Friday said K L Rahul’s in-
clusion is a big boost for his
team and he will look to get
valuable inputs from the India
opener during their semifinal
clash against Bengal begin-
ning here on Saturday:.

Rahul has been in spar-
kling form in the limited overs
series in New Zealand. He was
adjudged man-of-the-series
in their 5-0 whitewash in the
T20I series.

“Everyone’s really happy
that he (Rahul) is back. It's a
positive sign and a big boost
for Karnataka to have him
back. For me also, to go to him
and talk to him about strate-
gies or any inputs that he will
have ... We are really looking
forward to his inputs and
quality on the field,” Nair said.

This is Karnataka’s third
straight entry into the semifi-
nals but their campaign so far
has not been smooth.

Karnataka narrowly edged
past Jammu and Kashmir in
the quarterfinals.

After two rain-interrupted
days, Karnataka were bun-
dled out for 206 on day three
and it looked like a first in-

nings shoot out when Jammu
and Kashmir was well-placed
at 107 for 2. But ] Suchith
triggered the collapse and
Prasidh Krishna wiped the
tail as Karnataka bundled
out J&K for 192 for a crucial
first innings lead. Eventually,
Karnataka went on to win the
match by 167 runs.
Karnataka have Man-
ish Pandey and Nair in a

star-studded line-up, which
also has 19-year-old opener
Devdutt Padikkal but the team
is yet to click collectively.

Nair said: “As long as
you're winning games it's
okay for me. If you're finding
ways to win the games then
that’'s the most important
thing. Those are the signs of
a champion team. This is a big
game. There’s no better time

to come and score your high-
est scores of the season.

“It's about finding ways
to come out of difficult situa-
tions and you find people to
step up. We have found those
individuals. Really happy with
the way we have been play-
ing. We made the semis three
years in arow. Now it’s time to
go one step further and reach
the finals,” Nair said of Kar-

a4

nataka, who last won the title
two years inarow in 2014-15.

In 2017, Karnataka had
lost by a narrow five-run mar-
gin to eventual champions
Vidarbha in the semifinals
and Nair hoped they would
make amend for the heart-
break this time.

“Personally 1 will have
good memories. But you
don’t get that much person-

al satisfaction if the team
doesn’'t win. I will be looking
forward to score some runs
and try and win the game for
the team,” said Nair, who had
scored 153 in that match.

The out-of-favour India
batsman, who boasts of an un-
beaten triple century in Tests,
has only 357 runs from eight
matches and is yet to score a
century this season.

“Personally I'm getting a
lot of starts but not been able
to convert them. Now it's a
good time to make sure that
[ get a big one. The pressure
situation brings out the best
in team. I'm looking forward
to contribute so that the team
goes through.”

Nair hoped he will be back
in the reckoning after scoring
big runs.

Asked whether it's hurting
to be not in the selectors’ radar;
he said: “Not really. At the mo-
ment, 'm focusing on playing
one game at a time and scoring
big runs for Karnataka.

“When [ start scoring big
runs every door will open up.
It's the same for everyone.
You need to score big runs
to get into the next level,” he
signed off.

Finnish FA drops ‘women's’ prefix
for league in push for equality

MARCUS CHRISTENSON
HELSINKI, 28 FEB
[THEGUARDIAN]: The

Finnish FA last year be-
come one of only a few
organisations in world
football who have equal
pay for their men’s and
women'’s national teams,
and on Thursday it re-
vealed the latest step in
its three-year plan.

“Last summer’s Wom-
en's World Cup proved
that people do not base

their interest in foot-
ball on the gender of the
players,” said Ari Lahti,
president of the Finnish
FA. “People come to the
games to see top athletes
play quality football. That
is why women’s football
should be treated equally
with men'’s football”

He added: “Reaching
full equality in sports still
demands a lot of hard
work. Our sincere wish
is that other leagues both

in Finland and globally
will follow our lead. We
aspire to be a pioneer of
equality in the eyes of the
whole sports community.”
The divisions below the
National League will be
called First Division, Sec-
ond Division and so on.

In England the top
tier is called Women’s
Super League, in Germa-
ny it is Frauen Bundesli-
ga and, in France, Divi-
sion 1 Féminine.

Punjab lock horns with
Gokulam Kerala in I-League

KozHIKODE, FEB 28 (PTI):
Former champions Pun-
jab FC will lock horns
with Gokulam Kerala
in the I-League here on
Saturday, looking to do a
double after winning the
first leg.

Gokulam are com-
ing on the back of a
loss against Neroca in a
match they started as fa-
vourites.

After leading 2-1 at
the half time, the Mal-
abarians couldn’t hold
on to their lead and
ended up being on the
losing side.

In the first leg, the
Punjab outfit snatched
three points from Goku-
lam’s grasp to continue
its enviable run at its for-

tress. After equalising in
the 52nd minute, Goku-
lam’s defence was torn
apart by Punjab’s mar-
quee striker, Asier Pier-
rick Dipanda Dicka, who
scored once from open
play and converted a
free-kick to register a 3-1
win for the northerners.

Punjab FC have been
one of the strongest
contenders this season.
Despite being 11 points
adrift of the leaders Mo-
hun Bagan, Punjab is the
only team in the league
who are still undefeated
at home.

Dicka, just two goals
shy of reaching 50-goal-
mark in Hero I-League,
sounded excited on be-
ing reminded about his

personal achievement
in India.

Having scored nine
goals already, he’s shar-

ing the pole with Mar-

iners’ midfielder Fran
Gonzalez.
The Cameroonian

striker said, “I am very
excited about reaching
the 50-goal mark. Rather
than pressure, it makes
me hungrier to cross this
level and then aim the
next.”

He added, “I always
feel very motivated to
play against all the big
teams and Gokulam is
certainly one of them.
I would be really hap-
py if I achieve this feat
against them and aid in
my team’s win.

Real Kashmir look to continue winning run athome

SRINAGAR, FEB 28 (PTI):
Real Kashmir will be con-
fident of continuing their
winning run at home
when they take on for-
mer winners Aizawl FC
in the I-League here on
Saturday.

Real Kashmir defeat-
ed Aizawl 2-0 at the lat-
ter’s backyard in the first
leg. They will be playing
the second of their five
consecutive home games
at the TRC Turf Ground.

The ‘Snow Leop-
ards’ are placed fifth in
the league table with 18
points from 12 games
and a win in the next
outing would put them
level on points with sec-
ond-placed Punjab FC
who have 21 points from
13 matches.

Aizawl (15 points af-
ter 13 games) are placed

] -l 7 l”

10th among 11 teams
and battling relegation.
A win for the 2016-17
champions would help
them reach 18 points, the
same as RKFC.

In the first leg, cen-
tre back Mason Robert-
son played a key role in
Kashmir’s victory, scor-
ing once and assisting
the other goal, netted by
Gnohere Krizo. He would
be expected to lead RK-
FC’s forward march.

The Scotsman’s goals
have been crucial for
RKFC this season as his

opportunistic strikes
have helped them get
points on the road.

Robertson, together
with Kallum Higginboth-
am and Bazie Armand,
have played pivotal roles
in their campaign.

RKFC approach the
match on the back of a
1-0 win over Indian Ar-
rows while Aizawl forced
a 1-1 draw with defend-
ing champions Chennai
City in Chennai.

The win over Indian Ar-
rows helped Kashmir end a
two-match losing streak.

Real Madrid’s reputation for dramatic

o |

:

SID LOWE

LONDON, 28 FEB [THEGUARDIAN]:
“If there is a team anywhere that
can turn this around, it's them,” Pep
Guardiola said. And so, it seemed,
did almost everyone else. Down on
the touchline at full time Casemiro
said it. Up in the commentary box
the former Real Madrid player and
manager Jorge Valdano said it, too.
He knows: Valdano was a member
of the team who constructed an
identity around the remontada,
making dramatic comebacks part
of Real’s mythology. It was a belief
system, an act of faith.

But faith is blind and the reality
is different. Real may indeed turn
their Champions League last-16
tie around after the 2-1 defeat to
Manchester City at the Bernabéu on
Wednesday. They have the players
to do so even if they don’t have that
player any more. Cristiano Ronaldo
is gone but no one would be daft
enough to say it's done. No one
from City did so, that’s for sure.

In recent years, as Real won
three Champions Leagues in a
row, it has often felt inevitable
they would find a way. Going fur-
ther back it was their thing, or so it
goes. But the story doesn’t always
stand up and history is not always
repeated - especially if it didn’t
happen in the first place, at least
not the way it was told.

They used to call it the Spirit
of Juanito after the forward who
died in a car crash in 1992. Juani-
to had warned Internazionale that
“90 minutes at the Bernabéu are
very long” after they had won a
European Cup firstleg 3-1 in 1986.
Real won the second leg 4-1. It was
becoming a habit: they had turned
around a 3-0 defeat against An-
derlecht the year before, wining
6-0 at home. That season they also
overcame a 5-1 first-leg defeat by
Borussia Monchengladbach with a
4-0 home victory. In 1976 they had
done the same to Derby, winning

comebacks is

the second leg 5-1, having lost 4-1
in the first.

When those opponents got to
the Bernabéu they suffered what
Valdano described as “stage fright”.
Real applied what they called
“Code Red”: it was noisy and it was
nasty and it worked. Sometimes it
did, anyway. Epic was what they
did, or what they said they did. It
was a mental state in part, the mid-
fielder Michel saying: “The history
of Real Madrid is full of games won
in the last minute and the opposi-
tion knows that. History matters,
history plays. No one knows why
but you pull on that Real Madrid
shirt and you become a mini In-
credible Hulk.”

Only history says something
different, especially now. Be-
fore the quarter-final second leg
against Wolfsburg in 2016, Juani-
to’s son Roberto pleaded with
people to leave his dad’s memory
alone. It was not surprising con-
sidering one newspaper had car-
ried out a ouija board session to
call on his spirt to beat Atlético
Madrid in the cup having lost the
first leg. Even less surprising con-
sidering they had lost. “Every time
you mention him for a comeback,
we lose,” Roberto said.

That time, as it turned out,
they didn’t: Real came back to beat
Wolfsburg 3-0 having lost the first
leg 2-0. But that wasn't epic - itjust
underlined how bad Wolfsburg
were and how odd it was that Real
had got themselves into that mess
in the first place. And Roberto was
right. Juanito had been evoked
when Real had to overcome a 4-1
first-leg deficit against Borus-
sia Dortmund in the Champions
League semi-final in 2013. They
failed to turn it round - just as they
had done the last 14 times they
had sought to overcome a first-leg
deficit going back 27 years.

The Champions League era
makes the point powerfully. Since

more myth than reality

1992, they have had wins over-
turned more than they have pro-
duced remontadas: Juventus in
2003, Monaco in 2004, Juventus
in 2005, Bayern in 2007, Ajax last
year. Against Arsenal, Liverpool,
Dortmund, Juventus, Barcelo-
na and Bayern, the talk was of a
comeback, overturning an adverse
result but they didn’t succeed in
any of them.

This time the second leg isn't
even at home, although that may
not be such an advantage consid-
ering Real have won only one of
their past six games at the Bern-
abéu, that stage fright felt more by
them perhaps than their visitors
now. Sergio Ramos had implied
as much in the buildup to the City
game, talking of anxiety and ex-
pectation, a certain tension at a
ground where they have shown
vulnerability.

And so, to England they go
again. Arsenal won 1-0 at the
Bernabéu and held on at Highbury
in 2006. When Liverpool won 1-0
in Madrid in 2009, Real’s presi-
dent claimed it didn’t matter: they
would “piss on” them at Anfield.
Real lost 4-0.

Turning a 2-1 defeat around
against City is a tough task: Guar-
diola’s team were the better side
for most part in Madrid, even if
Real lamented that late collapse
that allowed their lead to slip
away. Real have limitations, which
were exposed.

Rodri noted Real are a “flatter”
team now without Ronaldo and
they go to Manchester without
their captain, Ramos, too. “It isn’t
over but we have a lot of work
ahead of us,” Casemiro said. Histo-
ry is not on their side, either. Only
once have Real overcome a home
first-leg defeat in Europe - against
FC Wacker in the Cup Winners’
Cup in 1970, losing the other four
- but then history is there to be re-
written, too.
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BTS cancel concerts as S. Korea

virus ca

K-pop megastars BTS
cancelled Friday four

Seoul concerts due in
April as South Korea’s
novel coronavirus cases
jumped by nearly 600 --
a larger rise than the dai-
ly increase reported in
China, where the disease
first emerged.

The seven-piece boy-
band -- currently one of
the biggest acts in the
world -- had scheduled
four gigs at the capital’s
Olympic Stadium to pro-
mote their new album
“Map of the Soul: 7”.

More than 200,000
fans were expected to
attend, their agency Big
Hit Entertainment said
in a statement, with “a
number of global pro-
duction companies and
a large group of expert
international crew” also
involved.

It was “impossible at
this time to predict the
scale of the outbreak”, it

L ¢
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said, creating so much
uncertainty it was “un-

avoidable” the shows
were cancelled “without
further delay”.

“We must take into
consideration the health
and safety of hundreds
of thousands of guests
as well as our artists,” it
added.

The BTS concerts
are the latest events to
be cancelled or post-
poned as the outbreak
has spread in the world’s
12th-largest  economy,
including the K-league
football season and the
World Team Table Tennis
Championships.

The new school term
has been delayed by one
week and the US and
South Korean militaries
have postponed forth-
coming joint exercises.

Hyundai Motor also
suspended  operations
at one of its Ulsan plants
after an employee tested

positive for the corona-
virus. The auto manu-
facturer had temporar-
ily stopped all domestic
production earlier this
month because of a lack
of parts due to the out-
break in China.

- More infections -

South Korea reported
571 new cases on Fri-
day, taking its total -- the
highest in the world out-
side China -- to 2,337, the
Korea Centers for Dis-
ease Control and Preven-
tion (KCDC) said.

That was a larger in-
crease than the 327 re-
ported by China, where
nearly 2,800 people have
died.

The World Health Or-
ganization has warned
that all countries should
ensure their health sys-
tems were prepared for
an outbreak.

The epidemic was ata
“decisive point” globally,
its chief Tedros Adhanom

ses rise faster than

Ghebreyesus said Thurs-
day and countries could
still contain the epidemic
if they “act aggressively
now”.

The South has an ad-
vanced health system
and a free media, factors
observers say improve
the reliability of its statis-
tics, and its numbers are
expected to rise further
as it carries out checks
on more than 260,000
people associated with
the Shincheonji Church
of Jesus.

The secretive entity is
linked to around half of
the nation’s cases.

A 61-year-old female
member developed a
fever on February 10,
but attended at least
four church services
in Daegu -- the coun-
try’s fourth-largest city
with a population of 2.5
million -- before being
diagnosed. More than
85 percent of South Ko-

China

rea’s coronavirus cases
are in Daegu and the
neighbouring province
of North Gyeongsang,
according to the KCDC.
The country’s death toll
remains at 13.

- Bulletproof
Scouts -

One BTS fan said on
the band’s Facebook
page that the decision
on the concerts was a
“regrettable but inevita-
ble call”, although others
lamented that the shows
had been cancelled, rath-
er than postponed.

BTS -- or Bangtan
Sonyeondan, which
translates as Bulletproof
Boy Scouts -- are the first
K-pop group to top charts
in the US and Britain.

Their latest effort was
given a simultaneous
worldwide release online
last Friday, becoming the
most pre-ordered South
Korean album of all time,
with more than four mil-
lion copies sold before its
release.

The coronavirus out-
break already forced
them to livestream a
press conference earli-
er this week, the seven
members waving and
bowing to a virtually
empty hall, and urging
fans to take care of them-
selves.

On Friday they ap-
peared on KBS televi-
sion’s Music Bank show,
which dispensed with its
usual studio audience.

“Many people are
concerned about corona-
virus,” said member Jin.
“I hope we overcome this
challenge.”

Boy

Saurav

and Veer
win ASF
awards

CHENNAI, FEB 28 (PTI):
Saurav Ghosal and Veer
Chotrani are the only two
Indians to be nominat-
ed in the Asian Squash
Federation Performance
Award for their stellar
performance in 2019.

World number 13
Ghosal has been nomi-
nated for the Dato Alex
Award for the Outstand-
ing Performance of the
Year in the senior cate-
gory (men), while Veer
has been picked for the
Hassan Musa Award for
the Outstanding Perfor-
mance of the Year in the
junior category (boys).

Ghosal, a 13-time
national champion, had
won the Asian individ-
ual championships gold
medal and also reached
a career-high world
ranking of World No. 10
in April last year.

Veer, on the oth-
er hand, had won the
2019 Asian Junior U19
Championship and also
reached the quarter-
finals of World Junior

Squash Championships

last year.

The awards would be
presented at the Asian
Team Championships to
be held next month in
Kuala Lumpur.

In all, 15 nomina-
tions had come from four
countries for the seven
categories in the ASF
Performance awards.

In addition, 19 nom-
inations were submitted
from six countries for the
four ASF Coaches Award.

Nigeria braces as coronavirus
hits megacity Lagos

Risidents of Nigeria's economic
ub Lagos scrambled for hygiene
products Friday, after the chaotic
megacity of 20 million announced
the first confirmed case of new coro-
navirus in sub-Saharan Africa.

Health Minister Osagie Ehanire
said in a statement overnight that
the infected person was an Italian
citizen who flew in from Milan, at
the heart of Europe’s largest out-
break, earlier this week.

“The patient is clinically stable,
with no serious symptoms,” Ehan-
ire said, adding that he was being
treated at a hospital for infectious
diseases in Lagos.

The low number of cases so
far across Africa, which has close
economic ties with China, the epi-
centre of the deadly outbreak, has
puzzled health specialists.

Prior to the case in Nigeria,
there had been just two cases on
the continent -- in Egypt and Alge-
ria.

Nigeria, Africa’'s most popu-
lous country with some 190 mil-
lion people, is viewed as one of
the world’s most vulnerable to the
spread of the virus given its weak
health system and high population
density.

Worried inhabitants of Lagos, a
city that was hit by the West Afri-
can Ebola epidemic in 2014, were
already flocking to pharmacies
Friday morning in search of hand
sanitiser and masks.

“We are sold out for now, peo-
ple came massively this morning,”
a worker at a pharmacy on Lagos
Island told AFP.

“Masks are scarce in town,
we tried to order some and we
couldn’t get them so people should
use a handkerchief instead.”

One customer refused to shake
hands as he said he was struggling
to buy hygiene products.

“I've been trying to find hand
sanitiser everywhere, they don't
have it anymore in the supermar-
ket, they don’t have it at the phar-

macy, I'm upset,” John said, giving
only his first name.

“This epidemic is so scary, we
should be very careful.”

- ‘Biggest concern’ -

The delay in the first confirmed
case in sub-Saharan Africa appears
to have given the region a chance
to get better prepared -- with more
than half of the countries estab-
lishing laboratories to diagnose
the virus.

But the World Health Organi-
zation (WHO) has still called for
the continent “to come together
to be more aggressive in attack-
ing” the issue and said the “biggest
concern” is outbreaks in countries
with fragile health systems.

The West Africa region already
has the bitter experience of deal-
ing with the devastating Ebola
outbreak that killed some 11,000
people from 2013 to 2016.

The disease’s arrival in Lagos
in 2014 set off alarm bells across
the globe and unleashed a wave of
panic among residents.

In the end Lagos escaped rela-
tively lightly and only seven peo-
ple died from a total of 19 infected,
with the WHO praising the fast re-
sponse to curb Ebola.

Nigerian officials moved quick-
ly Friday to reassure the popula-
tion that the country was prepared
to contain the spread of the new
coronavirus.

“We have continued to beef
our own security. The level of pre-
paredness continues to improve of
Nigeria every day,” the health min-
ister, Ehanire, told a press confer-
ence in the capital Abuja.

Lagos state health commission-
er Akin Abayomi said the infected
person flew to Lagos via Istanbul
on Turkish Airlines on Monday
and spent a night in a hotel before
heading to company offices out-
side the city.

“We have a very aggressive
public health awareness campaign
going on. We have engaged in ex-

tensive training,” he said.

The authorities have set up
quarantine centres in Lagos and
Abuja and there are three labora-
tories in the country with the ca-
pacity to diagnose the virus.

- ‘Lessons from Ebola’ -

The director general of the
West African Health Organisation
Stanley Okolo insisted this month
that the region had “learnt from
the lessons of Ebola”.

He said members of the Eco-
nomic Community of West African
States (ECOWAS) bloc agreed re-
cently to come up with a “regional
cost plan” and estimated that up to
$50 million was required.

“The devastation of an epidem-
ic affects everybody,” he said.

Situated in a tropical regional
not far from the equator, Nigeria
has had to face the threat of multi-
ple contagious diseases.

An outbreak of Lassa fever,
which is spread mainly through rat
faeces and urine, has killed over
100 people across the country
since the start of the year.

Experts say the oil-rich eco-
nomic powerhouse is better pre-
pared to deal with any disease
epidemics than some of its poorer
neighbours in the region.

But the government is criticised
for not spending enough on health
and crumbling infrastructure, cor-
ruption and the departure of doc-
tors to better paying jobs abroad
have eaten away at the sector.
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Fears of escalation after 33 Turkish
troops Killed in Syria’s Idlib

urkey warned on Fri-

day it was opening
the gates for refugees to
flee to Europe after an air
strike blamed on Damas-
cus killed 33 Turkish sol-
diers in Syria.

The international
community voiced fears
of a rapidly-rising risk
of escalation after the at-
tack by Russian-backed
Syrian forces in the prov-
ince of 1dlib, where Pres-
ident Bashar al-Assad
is waging a bloody cam-
paign to oust rebels from
their last holdout.

The deadly bombard-
ment has added to weeks
of growing tensions be-
tween rebel support-
er and NATO member
Ankara and Damascus
ally Moscow. Adding to
the tensions, Moscow
announced that two of
its warships were tran-
sitting Friday through
the Bosphorus Strait in
Istanbul in plain sight of
the city

The UN has repeated-
ly warned that the fight-
ing in Idlib could poten-
tially create the most se-
rious humanitarian crisis
since the start of the civil
war start in 2011.

But Russian vetoes,
often backed by China,
have chronically crippled
UN action in Syria.

Turkey retaliated to
Thursday’s strike by hit-
ting Damascus regime
targets “from the air
and ground,” President
Recep Tayyip Erdogan’s
communications director
Fahrettin Altun said.

The United States
condemned the Syrian
action, and NATO said it
would hold urgent talks
on the crisis on Friday.

In a move that could
have major repercus-
sions for Turkey’s neigh-
bours to the west, Anka-
ra said it would open the
way for refugees to go to
Europe. “We will no lon-
ger keep the doors closed
for refugees who want to
go to Europe,” an official
told AFP on condition of
anonymity.

- Risk of ‘bloodbath’ -

Turkey also called on
the international com-
munity to establish a no-
fly zone over Idlib, where
regime forces have since
December clawed back
chunks of the region,
forcing close to one mil-
lion people to flee their
homes and shelters amid
bitter cold.

The United Nations
said Monday that the lat-
est fighting was coming
“dangerously close” to
encampments of the dis-
placed, risking an immi-

nent “bloodbath”. Turkey,
which is already home to
around 3.6 million Syrian
refugees, fears more peo-
ple arriving in the coun-
try where there is grow-
ing popular discontent
against their presence.

In a series of tweets,
Altun accused Assad
of “conducting ethnic
cleansing” and seeking to
drive millions of Syrians
out of Idlib.

“These people will try
to escape to Turkey and
Europe. Already hosting
close to 4 million refu-
gees, we do not have the
capacity and resources
to allow entry to another
million,” he wrote.

Groups of migrants
have already moved to-
wards western Turkey
seeking to reach Greece,
Turkey’s private DHA
news agency reported.

‘Dangerous situa-
tion’ -

The international
community voiced alarm
over the latest violence
in Idlib. “Without urgent
action, the risk of even
greater escalation grows
by the hour” UN spokes-
man Stephane Dujarric
said in a statement, reit-
erating Secretary General
Antonio Guterres’s call for
an immediate ceasefire.

NATO chief Jens Stol-
tenberg urged de-escala-
tion by all parties of “this
dangerous situation” and
condemned the “indis-
criminate air strikes”, in
a phone call with Turkish
Foreign Minister Mevlut
Cavusoglu.

A US State Depart-
ment spokesperson said
Washington stood by its
NATO ally and continues
to call “for an immediate
end to this despicable
offensive by the Assad
regime, Russia and Irani-
an-backed forces”.

Under a 2018 deal
with Russia meant to
bring calm to Idlib, Tur-
key has 12 observation
posts in the Idlib region
-- but several have come
under fire from Assad’s
forces.

In its first response
to the Turkish deaths,
Russia’s defence minis-
try said the troops were
among “terrorist groups”
and that they had not

communicated their
presence in the area.
Thursday’s attack

brings to 53 the number
of Turkish security per-
sonnel killed in Idlib so
far this month.

- More civilians killed

Elswhere, jihadists
and Turkish-backed reb-
els on Thursday re-en-

tered Saraqeb, a key Idlib
crossroads town they
had lost earlier in Feb-
ruary, reversing one of
the main gains of the
government’s devastat-
ing offensive.

The counter-offensive
could, however, be short-
lived as Russian-backed
Syrian troops continued
to chip away at other
parts of the rebel bastion,
capturing 20 localities.

Seven civilians, in-
cluding three children,
were killed in regime and
Russian bombardment
of 1dlib, according to the
Syrian Observatory for
Human Rights, adding
to more than 400 such
deaths since December.

State news agency
SANA acknowledged
there were “fierce clash-
es” between the army
and “terrorist groups on
the Sarageb front”.

An AFP correspon-
dent accompanied the
rebels into Sarageb,
where he found a ghost
town of bombed out
buildings.

The counter-attack
temporarily reverses one
of the key gains of the
government since its of-
fensive against the coun-
try’s last rebel enclave
in December. The cash-
strapped  government
had been keen to fully
secure the M5, a highway
that connects Syria’s four
main cities and passes
through Sarageb.

The Syrian Observa-
tory said the air strikes
were carried out by Rus-
sia, heavily criticised by
the West for the high ci-
vilian death toll from its
bombing campaign.

State  media ac-
cused the “terrorists” of
launching car bombings
and other suicide attacks
against government forc-
es attempting to retake
the town.

It said the army had
inflicted heavy losses on
the attackers, despite the
military support it said
they had received from
Turkey.

Some 950,0000 civil-
ians have fled the gov-
ernment offensive, rais-
ing fears in Ankara of a
new influx of refugees.

More than half a mil-
lion of those displaced
since December are chil-
dren, tens of thousands
of whom are sleeping
rough in northern Syria’s
harsh winter. Erdogan
had vowed on Wednes-
day that Ankara would
not take the “smallest
step back” in the standoff
with Damascus and Mos-
cow over Idlib.
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FAN FAVORITE! T actress, Amandla Stenberg signs autographs as she arrives at the premiere of her
new movie The Eddy during the Berlin Film Festival in Germany.

Jordan Peele
Flipped Destiny
Child’s “Say

My Name” for
‘Candyman’
Trailer and People
Are Losing It

ordan Peele seems to have
an affinity for creepy re-
mixes. After totally reinvent-
ing the the song “I Got 5 On
It for the Us trailer and the
ensuing movie, Peele em-
ployed similar scare tactics
in the new Candyman trailer.
The first real look at
the Peele-produced re-
make features a complete-
ly warped version of the
iconic chorus from Desti-
ny’s Child “Say My Name.”
While some may think it’s
blasphemous to use Be-
yoncé in the name of evil,
the song’s chorus is a per-

fect match for the film’s titu-
lar villain, who appears when

you, well, say his name.

After the trailer swept
the internet on Thursday
morning, people seemed
to be both pleased and dis-
turbed with the eerie “Say
My Name” flip.

In the original Candyman
trailer from 1992, the se-

rial killer was the son of a
slave and a renowned artist

who was lynched in 1890
for loving a white woman.
Candyman roamed Chica-
go’s Cabrini-Green public
housing projects, killing any
person who said his name
five times when staring in
the mirror.

Peele’s remake—dubbed
a ‘“spiritual sequel”’—fea-
tures Watchmen’s Yahya Ab-
dul-Mateen II and is directed
bi Nia DaCosta. It hits the-
aters June 12, 2020.

48 Hours After Apologizing, Placido
Domingo Rescinds His Statement

‘ My apology was sincere and wholeheart-
ed, but I know what I haven’t done, and |
will deny it again,” he said

Two days after apologizing for sexu-
al harassment allegations, opera star Placido
Domingo has walked back his statement. “My
apology was sincere and wholehearted,” he
said. “But I know what I haven’t done, and I
will deny it again.”

The reversal occurred as European opera
houses were questioning whether Domin-
go should still appear
at performances he has
scheduled through sum-
mer, according to the New
York Times. “I have never
behaved aggressively to-
ward anybody, nor have I
ever done anything to ob-
struct or hurt the career
of anybody,” he added.
“On the contrary, I have
dedicated a large part of
my half-century in the
world of opera to helping
the industry and to pro-
moting the career of in-
numerable singers.”

He released the new
statement just before the
executive committee of
Teatro Real, an opera house in Madrid, was
planning to meet about the Spanish singer
and conductor’s upcoming performances in
La Traviata in May. Domingo withdrew from
the role, claiming it was: “To prevent my sit-
uation from affecting, harming or causing any
additional inconvenience.”

It was originally reported by the Associ-
ated Press in August 2019 that nine wom-
en had come forward accusing Domingo of
sexual harassment that dated back to the
Eighties, including flirtatious comments,
late-night phone calls and unwanted ad-
vances. By September, 11 more women
came forward, and Domingo — who made
his opera debut in 1961 — withdrew from
upcoming performances at the Metropolitan
Opera in New York City.

Six months after the American Guild of
Musical Artists opened an investigation on

Domingo, the union reported on Tuesday that
Domingo had indeed “engaged in inappropri-
ate activity,” and that “many of the witnesses
expressed fear of retaliation in the industry
as their reason for not coming forward soon-
er. The AGMA Board of Governors has accept-
ed the findings of the report and will take ap-
propriate action.”

Although Domingo initially described the
accusations as “not only inaccurate but un-
ethical,” his apology acknowledged that he

had taken time over the last six months to re-
flect. “I respect that these women finally felt
comfortable enough to speak out, and [ want
them to know that I am truly sorry for the
hurt that I caused them. I accept full respon-
sibility for my actions, and [ have grown from
this experience.

“l understand now that some women may
have feared expressing themselves honestly
because of a concern that their careers would
be adversely affected if they did so,” he added.
“While that was never my intention, no one
should ever be made to feel that way. I am
committed to affecting positive change in the
opera industry so that no one else has to have
that same experience. It is my fervent wish
that the result will be a safer place to work
for all in the opera industry, and I hope that
my example moving forward will encourage
others to follow.”

Microsoft just spoiled another excifing
feature coming to Xbox Series X

hen Microsoft shared new details about

the Xbox Series X earlier this week, the
focus was understandably on the specifica-
tions and the hardware. With a 12 teraflop
GPU, the new Xbox will be twice as powerful
as the Xbox One X, and that’s to say noth-
ing of the custom CPU, the light-
ning-fast SSD, the Variable Rate
Shading (VRS) to improve the qual-
ity of each scene, and hardware-ac-
celerated DirectX Raytracing.

But [ was just as intrigued by the
new features as [ was the upgraded
hardware, which is why I wrote an
entire article about Smart Delivery.
It turns out that Microsoft had one
last feature to reveal, though. Speak-
ing with Jason Ronald, Partner Direc-
tor of Program Management, Xbox
Live’s “Major Nelson” (Larry Hyrb)
explained just how much more pow-
erful the quick resume feature will
be on Xbox Series X than it was on Xbox One.

First, here’s Ronald with a longer expla-
nation of the feature that Phil Spencer talked
about in Monday’s blog post:

So we actually incubated some of this
technology with the existing Xbox One. Today,
[on Xbox One] you can actually quick resume
the last game that you were playing, but with
Xbox Series X, we are actually able to do that
for multiple titles, and we’ve basically taken
this to the next level of capability, and this
is really powered by our custom-built SSD
that’s a part of the Xbox Series X, which
actually allows us to have multiple games
saved at any one time. And then I can in-
stantly jump between them and resume
where [ was when I left off.

But then Hyrb chimed in, apologizing

to his boss before sharing a yet-to-be-an-
nounced detail about quick resume: “One of
the things I was noticing when I was in the
lab was, I was playing it, I was switching back
and forth quickly and seamlessly between
games... but then I had to reboot because I

had a system update, and I went back to the
game [and was able to pick up where I left
off]. So it survives a reboot.”

I can’t actually remember the last time I
turned my Xbox One or PlayStation 4 com-
pletely off rather than just putting them to
sleep, but the fact that I could have multiple
games suspended on my Xbox Series X at
once and never have to worry about losing
progress in any of them, even if I have to up-
date my console or want to turn the power off
when I'm going out of town for a week, is an
awesome addition I will take advantage of.

There is still much to be revealed when it
comes to the Xbox Series X (we still haven’t
even seen a game running on the console yet),
but here’s hoping details continue to trickle
out in the lead up to E3 2020.

Want to stop drinking alcohol¢ Here
are 6 scientist-approved strategies

It's February and many people are starting
to put into place their New Year’s resolution
to drink less alcohol.

It's February and many people are start-
ing to put into place their New Year’s resolu-
tion to drink less alcohol.

Events like FebFast can encourage and
support these good intentions. But around 30
percent of people who start FebFast don’t get
through the whole month alcohol-free.

Relying on intention and willpower to
stop drinking, even for a short period, is not
usually enough. Resisting temptation takes
up a lot of brain power and eventually your
brain gets tired and gives in.

So what are the best strategies to take a
break from drinking?

MONITOR YOUR DRINKING

Before your planned break from alcohol,
spend a week or two monitoring the amount
you drink and when.

You might be surprised at how much or
how often you're drinking, and in what con-
texts. There may be certain people, places or
emotions that increase or decrease your alco-
hol consumption. Understanding this can be a
helpful motivator to make changes. It can also
help you plan for situations where you’d usu-
ally be drinking.

GET CLEAR ON YOUR GOALS AND YOUR
MOTIVATION

Will you cut back or quit? If cutting back,
will you drink less frequently or a lower
quantity? For how long? What happens af-
terwards? It’s easier to stick to your goals if
they’re clear and achievable.

Think about why you are making changes
to your drinking - to lose weight, feel health-
ier, save money, sleep better, or prevent that
Sunday morning hangover.

Try to keep these reasons in mind when
you have the inevitable periods of doubt!

SET A QUIT DATE
Setting a quit date is linked to success in

sticking to your plan. It helps you prepare
and reflect on the reasons making a change is
worthwhile, which can improve your commit-
ment to change.

It also gives you time to get everything you
need in place - preparing how you will tell
others, thinking about how to decline a drink
when offered, and working out which situa-
tions you might need to avoid or be cautious
about, at least initially.

GET A SUPPORT NETWORK

Having a friend also take up the challenge
can make it a little easier. People trying to quit
who have social support are more likely to re-
duce their drinking.

If you're taking part in an event like Feb-
Fast, encourage your friends and family to
sponsor you. Not only will it be good for the
charity you are supporting, but it can make
you more accountable.

It's also a good way to communicate with
your friends your choice to quit drinking, so
they can better support you.

Hello Sunday Morning has a large online
support community of more than 100,000
people and offers a range of resources to
help people who want to cut down or quit
drinking. It’s a free service, funded by the
Australian government and a range of phil-
anthropic organizations.

Recent evaluations of their Daybreak pro-
gram - which includes one-on-one chats with
health coaches - shows it leads to significant
reductions in drinking, and improvements in
physical and mental health.

BE KIND TO YOURSELF

You might hear psychologists refer to
something called the “rule violation effect”.
This is when you're working hard to not drink,
but one day give in and have a glass of wine or
two, then give up on your goals altogether.

Changing any behaviour is difficult. Don’t
give up at the first mistake or slip up: get back
on the horse and keep going.

THE DAY AHEAD

ARIES: Travel for work or travel for
pleasure? Either way, make it count,
Aries. Make a kick-ass presentation,
charm the room, get them to put a
million dollars on the idea you have
in mind and then go dance until the
wee hours. Work must be followed by
play. Now isn'’t that the divine art of
balance! Don’t have the option to jet
set this weekend? Plan ahead.

Tip: Balance work with play in true Ar-
ies style.

TAURUS: Yes, they made a mistake.
So did you, Taurus. But how long are
you going to hold onto the old story?
This day calls for forgiveness and
healing. Two words: clean slate. Often
we’re so caught up with the version in
our heads that we forget to take a look
at the other side. Hold space for an
open and honest conversation.

Tip: Forgiveness is the need of the hour.
GEMINI: Take a good look at what
you are putting on your plate. It's not
about consuming three meals a day.
It's about tuning into the needs of
your body and giving it exactly what

it deserves. Practice listening to what
your sacred vessel is telling you. The
body has its own intuition. Remem-
ber, we are in between seasons right
now. Go easy on the fats and spices
as you transition. Getting a sense of
the local produce will help you update
your diet.

Tip: Eat mindfully.

CANCER: Keep the faith, Cancer.
Just because it hasn’t manifested yet
doesn’t mean it won't. The secret: be-
lieving like you have already arrived
at the given destination. Feel the joy in
the bones. Visualise your progress. The
Universe works in mysterious ways and
right now it is clearing the blocks that
are standing in your way. On the inter-
personal front, you are being asked to
be yourself because you're unique and
special and there’s only one of you in
this whole wide world.

Tip: The Universe is showing up for you.
LEO: Get ready to see the first signs
of life, especially if you have been nur-
turing a project for a while. Spring is
upon us, Leo! But that is not an ex-

cuse for you to slack or take things
easy. Keep the manifestation game
strong. Continue to put in the work.
Leo season is when the real magic
will unfold. Speaking of which, what
are your grand birthday plans? Spon-
taneous is not the name of your game
in the coming year. Whether you're
thinking about indulging your wander-
lust or buying a house, you want to
start getting things in order now.

Tip: Get ready to see the first signs of
life.

VIRGO: The thing about anger and
resentment is that they block the flow
of love. How and where are you un-
willing to let go, Virgo? Is dwelling on
the past helping your cause? Reality
check: the present moment is the only
thing you have dominion over. So,
accept the things you cannot change.
Make a conscious effort to make
peace with your past.

Tip: Tap into the power visualisation to
clear the blocks.

LIBRA: Staying cooped up in that cu-
bicle all week is not doing any favours

to your chi. Recognise the need for
balance in your life. The outdoors have
been calling out to you for a while, Libra.
Things to do this weekend: connecting
with Mother Earth. Take a moment to
admire the beauty that nature has to
offer—unfurling flowers, birds creat-
ing their nests, leaves sashaying their
way to the ground.

Tip: Step outside and soak in the sun.
SCORPIO: “Exercises are like prose,
whereas yoga is the poetry of move-
ments. Once you understand the
grammar of yoga; you can write your
poetry of movements.” An Amit Ray
quote to inspire you to connect with
your body temple. Make this a dy-
namic practice, Scorpio. Take the mat
outdoors or to your favourite garden.
Twist and turn like nobody’s watching
or simply practice breathwork. The
body has its own intuition. Learning to
listen to what it's telling you will prove
to be a game changer on your journey
towards the light.

Tip: Find a practice that works for your
body.

SAGITTARIUS: You can’t get a sum-
mer bod with ingredients from your
winter pantry. It's time for a dietary up-
date, Sagittarius. Think less fats (not
because we’re shaming but because
your body needs to generate less
heat). While you're at it, tone down
the spices as well but don’t eliminate
them completely.

Tip: Adapt your diet according to the
changing seasons.

CAPRICORN: Spring is upon us,
Capricorn, and it is bringing with it-
self infinite possibilities! Where are
you at in your journey? What are
the things that you want to bring to
life? Meditate upon this at the start of
the day so you can consciously start
planting the seeds. The other thing
you wanted to focus on doing your
research. Get the facts and figures in
hand as you begin.

Tip: Welcome to the land of infinite
possibilities.

AQUARIUS: If change is the only
constant, then where is your resis-
tance stemming from? Let go, Aquar-

ius. Let go of the last shred of hope
you that's keeping you bound to your
past. If things are not turning it the
way you imagined, it's because they
are meant to be better. Trust the turn
of the wheel. Allow things to unfold at
their own pace. PS: Heaven’s got a
plan that will blow your mind.

Tip: Hold space for transformation.
PISCES: “The spiritual journey is in-
dividual, highly personal. It can’t be
organised or regulated. It isn't true
that everyone should follow one path.
Listen to your own truth.” A Ram Dass
quote to awaken you, Pisces. You
may or may not resonate with the faith
you have grown up with, and that's
okay. This is your time to go into the
world and explore. You'll be surprised
at what you find. The cards are also
urging you to connect with your body
temple on a deeper level. Consider
movement meditation or mindful prac-
tices like yoga or Tai Chi.

Tip: Consider movement medita-
tion or mindful practices like yoga
or Tai Chi.
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