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T !"# $, O%& 8 (AFP): Every 
weekend Bhutanese Pema Dor-
ji channels his inner Robin Hood 
and aims for the bull’s-eye, but not 
without generous sips of the local 
brew and a leg-kicking dance and 
song routine.

The likes of Dorji make up the 
vibrant archery scene in the small 
Himalayan kingdom of Bhutan 
where the traditional sport is a 
way of life for its 800,000 people.

Competitions are held across 
the country on various auspicious 
days each month before culmi-
nating in national championships 
attended by hundreds of raucous 
fans.

“Alcohol and archery go hand 
in hand,” said Tashi Dorji, the re-
search and development of�icer 
with the Bhutan Indigenous Games 
and Sports Association (BIGSA).

“We drink to gain con�idence. 
We have a belief that if we drink 
we can hit the target better,” the 
25-year-old said, barely hiding a 
sheepish grin.

The game they play pits two 
teams of 11 players each who try 
to hit the maximum number of 
bull’s-eyes on a �ixed target a full 
140 metres (yards) away.

A war cry rings out each time 
the target is hit. Players in tradi-
tional “gho” dresses dance and 

sing folk numbers -- different ones 
for winning and losing.

The crucial drink breaks see 
archers gulp down locally brewed 
whisky before locking horns again 
on the �ield where colourful �lags 
�lutter in the breeze.

The beloved national sport 
is steeped in legends about how 

bows and arrows were used to 
hunt prey and destroy demons and 
evil spirits.

Stories also abound about 
how the Bhutanese fought the ri-
�le-armed soldiers of the British 
army in the 19th century using ar-
rows dipped in poison.

Archery was popularised by 

the �irst king of Bhutan Gongsa 
Ugyen Wangchuk (1862-1926) 
and it continued to �lourish under 
royal patronage through the years.

But it suffered a decline after 
the reclusive nation decided to 
pursue economic development 
and open its doors to modernisa-
tion, eventually allowing in televi-

sion in 1999.
“TV made modern sports avail-

able, sports like football and vol-
leyball which are cheaper to play. 
Suddenly there was competition 
for our traditional sports,” said 
Kinzang Dorji, president of the 
BIGSA.

“Children had a wider choice 
unlike the generations before 
them,” he told AFP.

In addition, the advent of more 
advanced compound and recurve 
archery has meant Bhutanese ar-
chers used to traditional equip-
ment made of bamboo reeds have 
struggled to �ind their feet in inter-
national competitions.

Bhutan has sent archers to 
every Olympics since 1984 but a 
medal has eluded the nation.

Some say the Bhutanese, who 
will vote in only the country’s third 
elections later this month, lack the 
�iercely competitive streak needed 
to do well in the sport.

The likes of Ygyen Dorji beg to 
differ though.

“The rivalry is quite intense. 
Opponents often plant women in 
the stands to distract the rivals,” 
said Ygyen Dorji, a mental health 
counsellor and archery enthusiast.

“The ladies mimic you, try to 
pull you down and one has to con-
centrate hard as pride and honour 

are at stake.” Fellow participant 
Karma Tshering said Bhutanese 
archers were not aspiring to global 
acclaim.

“Anybody can shoot with the 
sophisticated modern bows with 
the help of release aids and all,” 
said Tshering.

“It’s the traditional archery 
which is more challenging, you 
have to focus on both your body 
and mind,” he said, adjusting the 
sashes on his waist which he 
won for scoring maximum points 
during a game at Thimpu’s nation-
al sports stadium.

The Bhutan Archery Federa-
tion recently started a programme 
to train and encourage children to 
take up the sport.

In a shot in the arm for tra-
ditional archery, two Bhutanese 
athletes won gold medals at the 
historical World Archery champi-
onship held in August in Hungary.

“It was a great experience to 
compete with some 300 archers 
from all over the world,” said 
gold-medallist Damcho Wangdi.

“It showed traditional archery 
can be revived as many countries in 
Europe and Asia have some history 
of playing with bows and arrows.

“And with our rich archery his-
tory and culture Bhutan can lead 
the way.

Living by the bow and arrow in Bhutan
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Four members of 
the Tibetan Parlia-

ment-in-Exile called on 
the Governor, MP and 
MLAs here today with an 
appeal that the Tibetan 
issue be raised and dis-
cussed at the national and 
state levels in India.

The Tibetan Parlia-
mentarians are part of 
a nationwide initiative 
which has them lob-
bying with the Central 
and State governments 
to “strive to adopt res-
olutions on the issue of 
Tibet in their respective 
meetings and sessions 
and also initiate and take 
part in campaign actions 
related to Tibet”.

What the Tibetan 
Parliament in-Exile is 
seeking to highlight is 
that whenever meetings 
are between the govern-
ments of India and China, 
the issue of Tibet should 
be included in the dis-

cussions. India is being 
urged to explore ways 
to lend support to revive 
talks between envoys of 
the Dalai Lama and the 
Chinese Government to 
resolve the “critical situ-
ation” in Tibet.

They are also appeal-
ing that since the natural 
environment of Tibet has 
a direct impact on the life 
of billions in neighbour-
ing countries, attention 
should be paidand dis-
cussions held on that is-
sue in an effort to protect 
it by persuading the Gov-
ernment of China.

The appeal also  high-
lights the brutality of Chi-
nese policies in Tibet, one 
of the fallouts of which 
has been the 152 cases of 
self-immolation by Tibet-
ans in Tibet who are wish-
ing for and demanding 
the Dalai Lama be invited 
to Tibet and that freedom 
should prevail in Tibet. “…
we accordingly request 
that the Government of 
China be prevailed upon 
to respect these senti-
ments of the Tibetan peo-
ple and take them up for 
proper consideration,” the 
appeal reads.

The appeal also 

Tibetan

Parliamentarians

in Sikkim with 

5-point appeal

N'"% !, 08 O%& (IPR): 

All Shook up, a musi-
cal play based on Elvis 
Presley’s music, was per-
formed here by the stu-
dents of Eklavya Model 
Residential School, Gang-
yap, West Sikkim, at the 
auditorium hall of Nam-
chi Girls Senior Second-
ary School on Sunday. 

EMRS-Gangyap has 
earned a reputation for 
its well mounted musical 
productionss.

The �irst two mu-
sicals  by the school - 
‘Across The Universe’ 
and ‘It’s Only Love’ - were 
instant hits and this year 
the school has produced 
‘All Shook Up’. 

The musical had stu-
dents crooning to about 
60% of Elvis Presley 
numbers and then some 
popular Hollywood 
songs. 

The music was live, 
there was a choir and 
narrators backing the 
main cast as a musical re-

EMRS-Gangyap has Namchi

All Shook Up TO TAMPER 
WITH IT IS 
AKIN TO 
TRIGGERING 
A TIME BOMB, 
SAYS AICC SECY 
INCHARGE 
FOR SIKKIM
SAGAR CHHETRI

G'*+&-., 08 O%&: 

All India Congress 
Committee [AICC] 

secretary in-charge of 
Sikkim, Pradyot Bikram 
Manikya Debbarma, 
stressed today that the 
Congress has been con-
sistently committed to 
safeguarding the spirit of 
the Article 371F provid-
ed to Sikkim by the Con-
stitution of India. 

He further assured 
that the party would al-
ways remain dedicated 
to protect and �ight for 
the rights and privileges 
of the Sikkimese people.

Mr Debbarma is 

presently in Sikkim, his 
�irst visit since being ap-
pointed the secretary in-
charge of the State by the 
AICC. 

Upon arrival here, he 
held discussions with 
leaders, workers and of-
�ice bearers of the frontal 
organisations of Sikkim 
Pradesh Congress Com-
mittee on the various is-
sues facing Sikkim.

Addressing a press 
conference here today, 
Mr Debbarma pointed 
out that it was the Con-

gress which provided the 
Constitutional guaran-
tees to Sikkim in the form 
of the Article 371F. 

On the same, he as-
serted that the Congress 
would always remain 
committed to protect-
ing and safeguarding the 
special status provided 
by the constitutional pro-
vision and will not sup-
port its dilution in any 
manner.

He further mentioned 
that dilution of the spe-

Debbarma reiterates Cong commitment

to safeguarding Article 371F
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The people of Tingvong GPU and Sa-
kyong Pentong in Dzongu, North 

Sikkim, beyond the Mantam lake, toiled 
hard on Sunday clearing debris and 
sludge from the road to make commut-
ing possible, informs a press release. 

After bearing the brunt of the Man-
tam slide two years ago, the heavy 
downpour this monsoon has again 
crippled road connectivity to the two 
GPUs in Upper Dzongu. 

Taking matters into their own 
hands, the villagers came together on 
Sunday to repair the road, informed 
Panchayat Pemtok Lepcha, as per the 
release. 

The poor condition of the road has 
made transporting essential commod-
ities as well as public commute dif�i-
cult. Lack of action by the authorities 
prompted the public to take the initia-
tive on Sunday. 

Poor road conditions force Upper Dzongu public to step up 
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cial provisions extended 
to Sikkim would create 
complications for the 
State. 

He stressed that the 
special status assured to 
Sikkim need to be contin-
ued in the interest of the 
people here.

Mr Debbarma also 
mentioned that the Con-
gress fully supports 
reservation of seats for 
Sikkimese Nepalis in the 
State Assembly. He men-
tioned that the party 
has been committed to 
raising this issue in the 
Parliament and restoring 
this political right of the 
Sikkimese Nepalis which 
it understands is essen-
tial for strengthening the 
social fabric of Sikkimese 
society and maintain-
ing communal harmony 
which has prevailed here 
for generation. 

He stated that the 
ongoing in�lux in Sikkim 
would dilute the interests 
of Sikkimese people and 
that further in�lux would 
put the demography and 
interests of the people of 

Sikkim in danger.
Responding to media 

queries, Mr Debbarma 
mentioned that all na-
tional parties and the 
State government have 
been responsible for the 
dilution of the Article 
371F. 

“We will go to the 
highest authority of the 
country to amend the 
dilution of the Article 
371F,” he said. 

He stated that to tam-
per the Article 371F was 
like triggering a time 
bomb. 

He believes that while 
tampering may give some 
temporary solutions, it 
would however create 
lots of problems for Sik-
kim in the long run.

Mr Debbarma ex-
pressed that the priority 
of the party was to work 
continuously for the pro-
tection of the people of 
Sikkim. He said he will 
be visiting Sikkim again 
after this Durga Puja and 
travel to all four districts 
of the State. 

“We will now speak 
on local issues of Sikkim 

consistently in the State 
and in the Parliament 
and reach out to the peo-
ple at the grassroots lev-
el. We want to make our 
position stronger as we 
have willingness to work 
for the people of Sikkim,” 
he said.

He informed that 
SPCC will soon reopen all 
its district of�ices. He also 
urged the youth and peo-
ple from different walks 
of life to come forward if 
they want to work in the 
interest of Sikkim and its 
people.

SPCC president, 
Bharat Basnet thanked 
the AICC president, Ra-
hul Gandhi for appoint-
ing the AICC secretary 
in-charge and All India 
Mahila Congress sec-
retary in-charge of Sik-
kim, Jarjum Ete from the 
North East region for the 
�irst time. 

He expressed that 
it would be easier for a 
State in-charge from the 
north-east region to un-
derstand the regional 
issues of the State and to 
work on the same. 

Debbarma reiterates Cong commitment

to safeguarding Article 371F
contd from pg01

volving around the story 
of Maggie, Sandra, Lor-
raine and Ed and their 
association with love, 
friendship, hardship and 
the importance of good 
relationships played out 
on stage. 

Organized, by the 
South District Of�icers 
Club (SDOC), the musi-
cal had Speaker KN Rai 
as chief guest accompa-
nied by president, SODC, 
DC (South) Prabhakar 
Verma, general secretary 
SDOC Jigmey Namgyal 
alongside a host of of�i-
cials, students and public.

The Speaker shared 
his delight on witnessing 
such an exuberant per-
formance put together 
by the EMRS principal S. 
Yonzone who also direct-
ed the play. 

A Certi�icate of Ap-
preciation was also pre-
sented to the Principal, 
teachers and students of 
EMRS.

EMRS-

Gangyap has 

Namchi

All Shook Up
contd from pg01

points out that the Govt 
of China is destroying the 
linguistic heritage and 
culture of the Tibetan 
people, persecuting and 
torturing the Tibetan 
people for political rea-
sons, encouraging mass 
in�lux of Chinese into 
Tibet and engineering 
largescale deployment of 
army along Tibet’s bor-
der areas. “We, therefore, 
urge that these issues be 
taken up with the gov-
ernment of China with a 
view to hold serious dis-
cussions on them and to 
convince Beijing to put 
an end to these abusive 

practices,” the appeal 
adds.

The Tibetan dele-
gation included Dawa 
Phunkyi, Dara Tsewang 
Tashi, Lobsang Chonjor 
and Sonam Norbu Ratsa 
and is accompanied by 
Pema Wangdak, city coun-
selor, and Dorjee Ringzen, 
the Tibetan Settlement Of-
�icer, Gangtok.

The delegation called 
on Governor Ganga Prasad 
at Raj Bhavan, Speaker 
KN Rai, Deputy Speaker 
Sonam Gyatso Lepcha, 
Ministers, MP, MLAs and 
Principal Secretary to the 
CM and other dignitaries, 
it is informed.

Tibetan

Parliamentarians

in Sikkim...
contd from pg01
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A two-day national 
seminar on ‘India Af-

ter a Quarter Century of 
Economic Reforms: It’s 
Bene�its and Costs’ was 
organized on 05 and 06 
October by the Depart-
ment of Economics, Sik-
kim University, here in 
the capital.

The inaugural session 
of the seminar was pre-
sided over by the of�ici-
ating SU Vice Chancellor 
Prof Jyoti  Prakash Ta-
mang and Secretary, De-
velopment Planning Eco-
nomic Reform and NEC 
Affairs, Sonam Y Lepcha, 
who was present as the 
chief guest and delivered 
the inaugural address. 

SD Tshering, re-
tired DG-cum Secretary, 
DESM&E, Government of 
Sikkim, and Madhu Prad-
han, Former Director of 
DESM&E also attended 
the session as special 
dignitaries.

More than 40 schol-
ars from various institu-

tions, including JNU, DU, 
IIT-Madras, ISEC-Ban-
galore, CSSS-Kolkata, at-
tended the seminar and 
spoke on myriad aspects 
of India’s Economic Re-
forms. 

They included noted 
economists Bishwanath 
Goldar of the Institute of 
Economic Growth, New 
Delhi; Rayaprolu Naga-
raj of Indira Gandhi In-
stitute of Development 
and Research, Mumbai; 
JBG Tilak, Former V.C., 
NIEPA; and Prof. Ama-
resh Dubey, CSD, JNU, 
New Delhi. Jayan Jose 
Thomas, IIT Delhi, Pina-
ki Chakraborty, NIPF&P,  
New Delhi, Saikat Sinha 
Roy, Jadavpur University, 
Kolkata, Saibal Kar, CSSS, 
Kolkata, Dibyendu Maiti, 
Delhi School of Econom-
ics and Vinish Kathuria, 
IIT Bombay were among 
those who made their 
paper presentations.

Renowned economist 
Prof. Pulapre Balakrish-
nan, former Director, 
Centre for Development 
Studies, who is current-
ly Professor of Econom-
ics, Ashoka University, 
and Senior Fellow, IIM, 
Kozhikode, delivered 
valedictory address on 
India’s Economic Re-
forms and Challenges for 
the Future.

SU seminar
deliberates India 25 years
since economic reforms 
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The series of sensiti-
sation programmes 

on RTI Act and Rule of 
2005 for college students 
concluded with the �inal 
programme held at CCCT 
Chisopani on 06 Oct. 
The programmes were 
organized by Sikkim In-
formation Commission, 
informs a press release.

The �inal programme 
was presided over by 
Deputy Secretary, Sikkim 
information Commission 

(SIC), Abinash Rai as re-
source person along with 
College Principal and 
Vice Principal. Also pres-
ent were college faculty 
members, students of 
CCCT and SIC staff.

Mr Rai gave a detailed 
insight into the provi-
sions of RTI Act and its 
rules. He apprised the 
gathering that for an or-
ganization to fall under 
the de�inition of Public 
Authority the Govern-
ment should either own 
or have substantial con-

trol over the manage-
ment and affairs of the 
organization; or the or-
ganisation should have 
been substantially �i-
nanced by the appropri-
ate Government.

It was also informed 
that Private Education-
al Institutes receiving 
95% of funding may 
fall under the de�inition 
of Public Authority. Mr 
Rai stressed that repeti-
tive RTI applications on 
the same matter with 
the same or slightly al-

tered language cannot 
be entertained and the 
information seeker is re-
quired to seek the infor-
mation only once.

Mr Rai also read out 
the judgement of Delhi 
HC regarding misuse of 
RTI Act and urged the 
students to use this Act 
judiciously for larger 
public Interest and also 
urged the students to 
disseminate such infor-
mation to the general 
public.

Sensitization series on
RTI Act for college students

concludes at CCCT

N '&(), 08 O&# (IPR): A district-level 
quiz competition for Senior Secondary 
Schools on Indian Elections organised 
by the Election Department was held at 
the Community Hall here today.

Namchi Girls Senior Secondary 
School emerged as the District Winners 
followed by Yangang Senior Secondary 
School and VC Ganju Lama Senior Sec-
ondary School which stood second and 
third respectively. 

A total of twenty schools had par-
ticipated in the South District quiz 
from among which six schools had 
quali�ied for the district-level quiz 
competition.

SDM (HQ), Hemant Rai, was present 
as the chief guest today accompanied 
by SDM (Namchi), Choden Gyatso, as 
special guest and Joint Director LR&DM 
DK Rai, Deputy Director HRDD Suraj 
Rai, and US Election Tripti Hangma. 

Namchi Girls School
wins South dist quiz on

Indian Elections
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The World Wildlife 
Week celebrations, 

which had begun on 02 
October, concluded today 
at Lingi Paiyong Second-
ary School. 

The valedictory pro-
gramme included an in-

ter-house quiz for students 
(Upper Primary Level) and 
awareness campaign for 
students and teachers. 

The quiz competition 
was won by Zemu (Red) 
House with 95 points 
with Bivek Khatiwara as 
the highest scorer. 

Students from the 

Eco Club spoke on the 
need for wildlife conser-
vation to sustain a bal-
anced ecosystem. The 
weeklong celebration 
was organised by the Eco 
Club of the school under 
the guidance of Green 
Teacher, LD Adhikari, a 
press release informs.

Wildlife Week at Lingi-Paiyong School
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A 3-month Comput-
er Training course 

for educated unemploy-
ment youth of Tarpin 
Gram Panchayat Unit, 
including Panchayat 
member and Gram Pra-
sashan Kendra staff, was 
inaugurated today at the 

Tarpin GPK here in East 
Sikkim. 

35 trainees have now 
begun the course being 
conducted through Hi 
Tech Computer Educa-
tion Institute of Rongli.

Rhenock Tarpin Zilla 
Panchayat, Indira Hing-
mang, was present as 
chief guest today.

Computer
course begins for 

Tarpin youth

SUMMIT REPORT

G !"#$%, 08 O&#:

Ministry of Environ-
ment, Forest and 

Climate Change and the 
Forest, Environment and 
Wildlife Management 
Department, Govern-
ment of Sikkim, is organ-
ising a two-day regional 
workshop on “Conserva-
tion and Management of 
Wetlands” for Wetland 
Managers and stake-
holders of North Eastern 
States here on 08 and 09 
October.

The workshop was 
inaugurated by Forest 
Minister TW Lepcha to-
day and is being attend-
ed by representatives 
from seven North East-
ern States, including se-
nior of�icers such as Ad-
ditional Secretary, Joint 
Secretary, Director and 
Joint Director from the 
MoEF and resource per-
sons from various reput-
ed institutes across the 
country. 

Conservation and 
sustainable utilization 
of wetlands through 

multiple stakeholder 
participation involving 
government agencies, 
voluntary organizations 
and general public is es-
sential for safe guarding 
the ecosystem health of 
the wetlands, an of�icial 
press release details. 

Towards this goal, 
the workshop will fea-
ture technical sessions 
on resource sharing 
based on National Policy 
framework for wetlands 
conservation, develop 
an overview for key wet-
lands of the region being 
proposed for integrated 
management, assess spe-
ci�ic issues constraining 
wetland management, 
share best practices on 
wetland management 
and collaboratively de-
velop recommendations 
for strengthening con-
servation and wise use of 
wetlands in the region.

The second day of the 
workshop include �ield 
visit to Tsomgo-Bedang 
Tso wetland complex in 
East Sikkim.  

Regional workshop 

on conservation 

and management 

of wetlands

N-/ D-2(), O&# 8 

(PTI): The Supreme 
Court Monday asked the 
Centre and telecom oper-
ator BSNL to respond to 
a plea seeking to quash 
an agreement for use of 
“outdated” 2G technolo-
gy in Arunachal Pradesh 
and two districts of As-
sam.

A bench of Justices 
Madan B Lokur and 
Deepak Gupta issued no-
tices to the Centre and 
Bharat Sanchar Nigam 
Limited (BSNL) as the 
petitioner claimed that 
2G technology was used 
in these areas despite the 
fact that telecom regula-
tor Trai and the DoT had 
themselves said it was 
outdated.

The plea, �iled by 

NGO Telecom Watchdog, 
has challenged the Delhi 
High Court’s August 13 
order by which its plea 
in the regard was dis-
missed.

Advocate Prashant 
Bhushan, appearing for 
the NGO, told the bench 
that there was a direc-
tion from the commu-
nications ministry that 
in future, all mobile net-
works would be 4G but 
in two districts of Assam 
and entire Arunachal 
Pradesh, 2G towers were 
being installed.

He alleged that as per 
the contract for the work, 
the cost was Rs 80 lakh 
per tower but it should 
have been Rs 11 lakh per 
tower for 2G based tech-
nology.

SC notice to Centre, BSNL 
on use of 2G technology 

in Assam, Arunachal
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SIKKIM PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION
OLD TOURISM COMPLEX, M.G. MARG, GANGTOK, SIKKIM-737101

Fax: 03592-207572

Email: spsc-skm@nic.in        Website: www.spscskm.gov.in

No: 57/SPSC/EXAM/2018                 Date: 04/10/2018 

NOTICE

The date for conducting the written examinations for the post of Assistant 

Director (Fisheries) under Sikkim State Fisheries Service published vide Ad-

vertisement No: 09/SPSC/EXAM/2018 Dated: 14/05/2018 & post of Watershed 

Development Offi  cer/Horticulture Development Offi  cer/Agriculture Development 

Offi  cer under Sikkim State Agriculture Service published vide Advertisement No: 

11/SPSC/EXAM/2018, respectively through Direct Recruitment is hereby fi xed as 

per details given below:

PAPER MODE OF EX-
AMINATION

DATE TIME

Paper-I (General 
English & General 

Knowledge)

MCQ 25th Novem-
ber 2018

10:00 am To 
12.00 pm

Paper-II (Mains) MCQ/Conven-
tional

25th Novem-
ber 2018

1:00 pm To 4.00 
pm

The eligible candidates may download their admit cards from 15.11.2018 to 

22.11.2018 (midnight) from the offi  cial website of Sikkim Public Service Commis-

sion i.e. www.spscskm.gov.in. The venue of examination will be mentioned in the 

admit card.

Admission to all the stages of examination for which candidates are admitted 

by the Commission viz: Written Examination and Viva-Voce will be purely provi-

sional, subject to their satisfying the prescribed eligibility conditions. If on verifi -

cation at any point of time before or after the Written Examination and Viva-Voce, 

it is found that the candidates do not fulfi l any of the eligibility conditions, their 

candidature for the examination/post will be cancelled by the Commission.

Sd/-

(BIMLA RAI. SMT )

CONTROLLER OFF EXAMINATIONS

SIKKIM PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION
R.O.No: 409/IPR/PUB/Classi/2018-19 Date: 05/10/2018

LOST: I, Dawa Lhamu Lepcha has lost my Class XII 
certifi cate while travelling from my home Lingee to Gang-
tok. My GD No is .... dt. 8.10.2018 at Tadong out post. If 
found contact: 8001470739.

State preps 

for visit by 

15th Finance 

Commission
G������, 08 O!� (IPR): 

Principal Secretary, Fi-
nance Revenue and Ex-
penditure Department, 
VB Pathak, chaired a 
co-ordination meeting 
for the upcoming visit of 
the 15th Finance Com-
mission to the State.

The meeting was 
attended by HODs and 
representatives of the 
departments concerned 
with the visit.

Mr Pathak took stock 
of the responsibilities 
assigned to the depart-
ments in preparation for 
the visit and also issued 
directives to ensure that 
the visit of the Finance 
Commission was a fruit-
ful one for Sikkim. Direc-
tions were also issued for 
upcoming co-ordination 
meetings wherein pre-
sentations and compli-
ance reports of the par-
ticipating departments 
would be submitted.

The 15th Finance 
Commission will be in 
Sikkim on an of!icial state 
visit from 03 to 06 No-
vember and will be hold-
ing press conferences 
with the state of!icials 
, representatives of the 
concerned departments 
and also hold interactive 
meetings with members 
of the Urban and Rural 
Local bodies. 

G������, 08 O!� [IPR]: A 
seminar on “Exploring the 
opportunities and Identi!ica-
tion of areas of Cooperation in 
Organic Dairy Development in 
the State” was held at the Con-
ference Hall of Krishi Bhawan, 
Tadong, today. The seminar 
was chaired by Principal Di-
rector, Horticulture and Cash 
Crops Development Depart-
ment, Dr. K. Bhandari.

Dr. K. Bhandari address-
ing the seminar said that the 
State is progressing well in an 
organic way not only in agri-
culture sector but in the dairy 
sector as well. He suggested 
that a continuous training and 
exchange programme should 

be imparted for further devel-
opment of organic sector in 

the State.
Former Agriculture Minis-

ter, Germany, Rebate Kuenast 
also blessed the occasion by 

sharing her experiences in the 
practice of organic farming. 
She urged to adopt the policy 
of quality production rather 
than mass production.

Director COLABORA, 
Germany, Bernward Gei-
er informed the dignitaries 
present that Sikkim has been 
shortlisted as !inalist for 
World Future Council Award 
which is being presented this 
month in Rome. This award is 
the highest recognition in the 
organic world. 

The session also saw power 
point presentation by Addition-
al Director, AH, LSF&VS Depart-
ment, Dr. B.M Chhetri, Manag-
ing Director, SMU wherein they 

presented the overview of the 
departments and the initatives 
the departments have taken 
in adopting organic practices. 
Barbara Scheitz, Molkerei An-
dech, Germany, an expert in 
organic dairy farming in her 
Power Point Presentation pre-
sented the organic methods 
she has been practicing in her 
dairy farm.

Director, Welthungerhilfe, 
India, Nivedita Varshneya also 
spoke on the occasion.

Earlier, Secretary, H& 
CCDD/FSADD, Khorlo Bhutia 
proposed the welcome 
address. An interactive 
session was also held during 
the programme.

Seminar on development of organic dairy farming held 
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Sikkim Manipal Insti-
tute of Technology or-

ganized the biggest TEDx 
event in the state, TEDx-
SMIT Fourth Edition on 

the theme, “Audacity to 
Mould” on Sunday, 07 Oct. 
A smart lineup of seven 
speakers addressed the 
event delving on topics 
ranging from the con!lict 
of doing things right ver-

sus doing the right thing, 
the power of an idea, the 
need to move away from 
comfort zones, changing 
perceptions, depression.

Speakers at the event 
were Amitabh Ray, Man-

aging Director, Ericsson 
Global Services; Ashish 
Anand, Founder, After-
glow Tech; senior jour-
nalist Karma S Paljor; Al-
catraz Dey; Rajendra Ra-
thore, founder of FB Page, 

The Frustrated Engineer 
and FOSLA Media; San-
geetha Parameswaran, 
author/ poet and a de-
pression survivor, and 
actor/ writer Shivankit 
Singh Parihar.

Seven speakers deliver audacity to mould at SMIT’s TEDx event 
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Taekwondo World 
Dojang has won the 

10th State Taekwondo 
Beginners Taekwondo 

Poomsae and 20th Kyo-
rugi Championship or-
ganized by the Sikkim 
Amateur Taekwondo 
Association at Rhenock 
in East Sikkim on 06 and 

07 October. MCM Do-
jang has emerged run-
ners-up.

Martial artists from 
ten dojangs participated 
in championship which 

also saw 150 white belt 
to green belt partici-
pants from the four dis-
tricts and a guest team 
from Kalimpong.  

Taekwondo World Dojang wins state 
poomsaw and kyorugi c’ship
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The newly formed body of Sik-
kim Amateur Athletic Associa-

tion [SAAA] has announced plans 
to work towards providing more 
platforms and training to upcom-
ing athletes of the State. The new 
body has expressed its intent to 
organise regular athletic events for 
juniors, open and veterans.

The new body of SAAA was 
formed during an election of the 
association held on 06 October 
at Paljor Stadium and has M Sha-
hid as working president, Megraj 
Pradhan as vice-president, Allen 
Targain as general secretary, Anup 
J Baniya and Jordan Bhutia as joint 
general secretaries, Bikash Diyali 
as treasurer, Nima Wangdi Bhutia 
as joint treasurer and Rajiv Roka, 
Khirod Megi, Udai C Rai, Shishil 
Karthak, Sumeet Thirani, Yogesh 
Gurung and Buddha Tamang as ex-
ecutive members. 

The association has Basant 
Pradhan as the chief coach.  

Addressing a press conference 
here today, SAAA general secretary 

Mr Targain stated that the state has 
not witnessed any athletic events 
for the past !ive years and now the 
association has been revived to 
provide more platforms to young 
upcoming athletes of the State and 
to provide training to further hone 
their skills. 

He mentioned that the asso-
ciation will organise state level 
events on a regular basis and also 
send State teams to national com-
petitions.

To begin with, an 18-member 
SAAA team will be representing 
Sikkim at the upcoming 1st North 
East Olympic Games to be held 
from 24 to 28 October at Imphal. 
The state team accompanied by 
Basant Pradhan as team coach and 
Allen Targain as team manager 
will participate in eight events in 
the Games. 

“Our athletes have been un-
dergoing rigorous training and we 
are very hopeful of winning med-
als for the State especially in long 
distance running and shot put,” he 
said.

Mr Targain mentioned that the 

State team will also participate in 
the upcoming National Games to 
be held from 30 March to 14 April 
in Goa. 

He informed that the associa-
tion has also geared up to organize 
the State Athletic Meet annually 
from next year onwards with the 
focus on juniors, open and veter-
ans. He mentioned that the asso-
ciation has also been working to 
host the National Athletic Meet in 
Sikkim in 2021 or 2022.

Mr Targain mentioned that the 
association will maintain a data-
base on athletes of the State and 
work to provide better training 
continuously to talented and skil-
ful athletes of the State by provid-
ing experienced coaches. 

He also stated that the asso-
ciation will organise full and half 
marathons and 10 KM runs for 
different age groups annually in a 
proper manner to establish Sikkim 
as a marathon destination. 

He also urged organisers of dif-
ferent marathons in Sikkim to af!il-
iate with the association and take 
proper technical support from it.

SAAA elects new body, resolve to

resuscitate athletics in Sikkim

SUMMIT REPORT

G������, 08 O!�:

Holy Cross students 
won the junior and 

senior category compe-
tition while Little Pixies 
International School won 
the middles category of 
the UDAAN – the !light of 
creativity – event orga-
nized by the Inner Wheel 
Club of Gangtok and Ro-
tary Club of Gangtok on 
07 October here at Sir 
Tashi Namgyal Senior 
Secondary School.

This year 29 schools 
participated in the event, 
a press release informs, 
adding that some of the 
participating schools 
came from as far as Don-

gaythang. 
Around 600 stu-

dents from classes 2 to 
12 participated in the 
event held in three cat-
egories - junior, middles 
and seniors – which saw 
competitions in thirteen 
events. The main events 
were Painting, Spelling 
Bee, Word Building, Pho-
tography, Fancy Dress, 
Contemporary Dance, 
Quiz. 

DC-East, Kapil Meena, 
was present as the chief 
guest. 

Sunday’s event 
marked the eighth edi-
tion of UDAAN which is 
an annual program of the 
Clubs. 

Rotarians hold

UDAAN

Maneka asks 

Law Ministry 

to not keep 

any age limit 

to report child 

sexual abuse
N#$ D#%&', O!� 8 (PTI): 

In a move triggered by 
the #MeToo movement, 
Women and Child Devel-
opment Minister Maneka 
Gandhi Monday said she 
has asked the Law Min-
istry to remove the age 
limit for reporting child 
sexual abuse and allow 
people to complain even 
“10-15 years later”.

Noting that anger 
at molestation and sex-
ual abuse never goes 
away, Gandhi also said 
she is “very happy” that 
the #MeToo campaign 
has started in India and 
encouraged women to 
come forward to com-
plain against sexual ha-
rassment.

“One always re-
members the person 
who molested you and 
we have written to the 
Law Ministry that one 
should be allowed to 
complain without any 
time limit,” Gandhi told 
reporters.

Of!icials added that 
Gandhi’s letter to Law 
Minister Ravi Shankar 
Prasad, though under 
consideration for some 
time, was triggered by 
the increasing number of 
women coming forward 
with their experiences of 
sexual harassment and 
misconduct.

Under Section 468 
of the CrPC, any offence, 
including child abuse, 
which can lead to a prison 
term of three years has to 
be reported within three 
years of the incident.
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Crime and

the City
Don’t just blame growth

and development

Sikkim is no stranger to burglaries. In fact, the fes-
tival season and the winter months are known as 

much for their celebrations as for the string of burglar-
ies that are bound to happen. During these months, 
people take longer holidays, the nights are longer and 
neighbours too lazy to get out of cozy beds to inves-
tigate suspicious sounds and noises (provided they 
can hear it through their woolen caps or TV volumes). 
Unfortunately, ever so often, the sanitized distance of 
a surreptitiously carried out break-in is sullied by a vi-
olent home invasion. Yes, even those have happened 
here. 

The State has, and is, growing and acquiring all the 
ills of “growth” and urbanization at a much faster clip 
than the society at large is developing the capacity to 
manage. Burglaries have become so common that they 
do not even make it to newspapers too often anymore 
because either the thefts are too minor, or because no 
of�icial complaint was �iled because that process be-
comes a bigger nuisance to deal with than the actual 
loss. But, on rare occasions, a burglary ends up being 
a violent home invasion and it needs to then also at-
tract a comment. It would be too simplistic to say that 
petty crimes and burglaries are bound to rise as pop-
ulations grow. That would be suggesting that people 
are inherently vile and that whenever we receive even 
a thin shroud of anonymity we will become depraved 
forms of ourselves. Such an explanation would also be 
too pessimistic because if this was accepted as true for 
human nature, then the only solution available would 
be 24x7 surveillance, and that is the �irst step down 
for a democracy towards embracing totalitarianism. 
Kind of like being okay with cops and administration 
threatening “strict action” if people did not behave and 
not burst �irecrackers during Diwali. When students 
went around requesting elders to not burst �irecrack-
ers because they were made by child labour toiling in 
deplorable conditions in Sivakasi, or because of the 
sound and air pollution it caused, it was heart-warm-
ing and welcome. Now, when the establishment says 
don’t just because it has the power to do so and the lei-
sure to enforce it, it should be cause for at least some 
worry. But, like always, we have digressed again.

Chances are that burglaries which end up in vio-
lence are from the hands of the rather young, because 
only a “green” criminal can get spooked into violence 
where the more hardened ones would know the ease 
with which they can �lee. Juveniles dabbling in crime 
and turning delinquently violent is a disturbing wor-
ry because that re�lects a societal failure. Youth can be 
unruly at times, but even in their excesses, they usu-
ally indulge in some harmless pranks on peers and 
elders. What desperation could their condition im-
pose on them that their temperamental streak veers 
to crime and violence? There has to be something 
inherently very wrong with the priorities of a society 
where innocence is lost so young that crime becomes 
an option. There is no condoning a society that drives 
people to commit crimes so young, but pragmatism 
also requires one to accept these as the curses of mo-
dernity if instances of juvenile crime were aberrations 
and not the norm. In Sikkim, however, instances of ju-
veniles �iguring in criminal misconduct are becoming 
disconcertingly frequent. What must also be borne in 
mind is that what ends up getting reported in newspa-
pers are instances that get recorded by the cops; there 
are many instances where “cases” are settled before 
they are of�icially entered into the crime data. 

The police have a job to do and there are adequate 
laws and regulations in place to ensure that juveniles, 
even when picked up for cognizable offences, have a 
less traumatic run-in with the law. But the more im-
portant concern than how the police cracks down on 
juvenile crime, is how the society at large responds to 
it. It is not enough to just get shocked if the shock does 
not lead to worry and worry does not initiate delib-
erations and then societal engagement to understand 
the reasons behind increasing juvenile crimes and 
then doing something about correcting the situation. 
What every person needs to bear in mind is that thefts 
and burglaries are the gateway crimes from which the 
delinquents could graduate to more serious felonies if 
not course-corrected in time. The sequence of crime 
and punishment does not resolve the situation and so-
cietal disinterest makes the situation worse - a society 
which refuses to be moved into involvement by the 
shock of juvenile crime ends up creating misanthropes 
out of delinquents. 

MARK HOWDEN & 

REBECCA COLVIN

theconversation.com

A landmark report from 
the Intergovernmental 

Panel on Climate Change, 
commissioned at the 
breakthrough 2015 sum-
mit that brokered the Paris 
climate agreement, out-
lines what’s at stake in the 
world’s bid to limit global 
temperature rise to 1.5℃.

The report, released to-

day, sets out the key practi-

cal differences between the 

Paris agreement’s two con-

trasting goals: to limit the 

increase of human-induced 

global warming to well below 2℃, and to “pursue 

efforts” to limit warming to 1.5℃. 

Two and a half years in the making, the report 

provides vital information about whether the Paris 

Agreement’s more ambitious goal is indeed achiev-

able, what the future may look like under it, and the 

risks and rewards of hitting the target.

Here are �ive key questions to which the report 

provides answers.

CAN WE LIMIT WARMING TO 1.5℃?

There is no clear yes or no answer to this question.

Put simply, it is not impossible that global 

warming could be limited to 1.5℃. But achieving 

this will be profoundly challenging.

If we are to limit warming to 1.5℃, we must 

reduce carbon dioxide emissions by 45% by 2030, 

reaching near-zero by around 2050.

Whether we are successful primarily depends 

on the rate at which government and non-state 

bodies take action to reduce emissions. Yet despite 

the urgency, current national pledges under the 

Paris Agreement are not enough to remain within a 

3℃ temperature limit, let alone 1.5℃. 

Global warming is not just a problem for the 

future. The impacts are already being felt around 

the world, with declines in crop yields, biodiversi-

ty, coral reefs, and Arctic sea ice, and increases in 

heatwaves and heavy rainfall. Sea levels have risen 

by 40.5mm in the past decade and are predicted to 

continue rising for decades, even if all greenhouse 

emissions were reduced to zero immediately. Cli-

mate adaptation is already needed and will be in-

creasingly so at 1.5℃ and 2℃ of warming.

Rapid action is essential and the next ten years 

will be crucial. In 2017, global warming breached 

1℃. If the planet continues to warm at the current 

rate of 0.2℃ per decade, we will reach 1.5℃ of 

warming around 2040. At current emissions rates, 

within the next 10 to 14 years there is a 2/3 chance 

we will have used up our entire carbon budget for 

keeping to 1.5.

HOW CAN WE LIMIT WARMING TO 1.5℃?

The report says “transformational” change will be 

needed to limit warming to 1.5℃. Business as usual 

will not get us there.

Global emissions of carbon dioxide, methane 

and other greenhouse gases need to reach net zero 

globally by around 2050. Most economists say put-

ting a price on emissions is the most ef�icient way 

to do this.

By 2050, 70-85% of electricity globally will 

need to be supplied by renewables. Investment in 

low-carbon and energy-ef�icient technologies will 

need to double, whereas investment in fossil-fuel 

extraction will need to decrease by around a quarter. 

Carbon dioxide removal technology will also be 

needed to remove greenhouse gases from the at-

mosphere. But the IPCC’s report warns that relying 

too heavily on this technology would be a major 

risk as it has not been used on such a large scale 

before. Carbon dioxide removal is an extra step that 

may be needed to keep warming to 1.5℃, not an 

excuse to keep emitting greenhouse gases.

Production, consumption and lifestyle choices 

also play a role. Reducing energy demand and food 

waste, improving the ef�iciency of food production, 

and choosing foods and goods with lower emis-

sions and land use requirements will contribute 

signi�icantly.

Taking such action as soon as possible will be 

hugely bene�icial. The earlier we start, the more 

time we have to reach net zero emissions. Acting 

early will mean a smoother transition and less net 

cost overall. Delay will lead to more haste, higher 

costs, and a harder landing.

Reducing emissions quickly will also ensure 

warming is capped as soon as possible, reducing 

the number and severity of impacts.

Yet severe impacts will still be experienced 

even if warming is successfully capped at 1.5℃.

WHAT IS THE COST OF 1.5℃ OF WARMING?

Although the Paris Agreement aims to hold global 

warming as close to 1.5℃ as possible, that doesn’t 

mean it is a “safe” level. Communities and ecosys-

tems around the world have already suffered sig-

ni�icant impacts from the 1℃ of warming so far, 

and the effects at 1.5℃ will be harsher still.

Poverty and disadvantages will increase as tem-

peratures rise to 1.5℃. Small island states, deltas 

and low-lying coasts are particularly vulnerable, 

with increased risk of �looding, and threats to fresh-

water supplies, infrastructure, and livelihoods.

Warming to 1.5℃ also poses a risk to global 

economic growth, with the tropics and southern 

subtropics potentially being hit hardest. Extreme 

weather events such as �loods, heatwaves, and 

droughts will become more frequent, severe, and 

widespread, with attendant costs in terms of health 

care, infrastructure, and disaster response.

The oceans will also suffer in a 1.5℃ warmer 

world. Ocean warming and acidi�ication are ex-

pected to impact �isheries and aquaculture, as well 

as many marine species and ecosystems. 

Up to 90% of warm water coral reefs are pre-

dicted to disappear when global warming reach-

es 1.5℃. That would be a 

dire situation, but far less 

serious than at 2℃, when 

the destruction of coral 

reefs would be almost total 

(greater than 99% destruc-

tion).

HOW DO 1.5℃ AND 

2℃ COMPARE?

Impacts on both human 

and natural systems would 

be very different at 1.5℃ 

rather than 2℃ of warm-

ing. For example, limiting 

warming to 1.5℃ would 

roughly halve the number 

of people globally who are 

expected to suffer from wa-

ter scarcity.

Seas would rise by an extra 10cm this century 

at 2℃ compared with 1.5℃. This means limiting 

global warming to 1.5℃ would save up to 10.4 mil-

lion people from the impacts of rising seas.

At 1.5℃ rather than 2℃:

- up to 427 million fewer people will suffer food 

and water insecurity, climate risks, and adverse 

health impacts

- extreme weather events, heat-related death and 

disease, deserti�ication, and wildlife extinctions 

will all be reduced

- it will be signi�icantly easier to achieve many of the 

United Nations’ Sustainable Development Goals, in-

cluding those linked to hunger, poverty, water and 

sanitation, health, and cities and ecosystems.

HOW DOES THE 1.5℃ TARGET FIT WITH 

THE SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT GOALS?

The Sustainable Development Goals aim for a 

world in which people can be healthy, �inancially 

stable, well fed, have clean air and water, and live 

in a secure and pleasant environment. Much of this 

is consistent with the goal of capping global warm-

ing at 1.5℃, which is why the IPCC notes there are 

synergies if the SDG initiatives and climate action 

should be explicitly linked.

But some climate strategies may make it harder 

to achieve particular SDGs. Countries that are high-

ly dependent on fossil fuels for employment and 

revenue may suffer economically in the transition 

towards low-carbon energy.

Carefully managing this transition by simulta-

neously focusing on reducing poverty and promot-

ing equity in decision-making may help avoid the 

worst effects of such trade-offs. What works in one 

place may not work in another, so strategies should 

always be locally appropriate.

WHERE NEXT?

Limiting global warming to 1.5℃ will require a so-

cial transformation, as the world takes rapid action 

to reduce greenhouse gases. The effects of climate 

change will continue to shape the world we live in, 

but there is no doubt we will be far better off under 

1.5℃ than 2℃ of global warming. 

The choices we make today are shaping the 

future for coming generations. As the new report 

makes clear, if we are serious about the 1.5℃ tar-

get, we need to act now. 

[Mark Howden is Director, Climate Change 

Institute, Australian National Univer-

sity; Rebecca Colvin is Knowledge Ex-

change Specialist, Climate Change Insti-

tute, Australian National University]

New UN report outlines ‘urgent, transformational’

change needed to hold global warming to 1.5°C

REBECCA NOWLAND

theconversation.com

Young people are lonelier than all other age 

groups, according to recent �indings from the 

BBC Loneliness Experiment. In a survey of more 

than 55,000 people, 40% of 16- to 24-year-olds re-

ported feeling lonely often or very often. This trend 

for high youth loneliness has also been captured in 

other national surveys by the Of�ice for National 

Statistics in 2017 and the Eden Project in 2015.

Loneliness is typically associated with older 

generations, who may live alone or be less capable 

of getting out and about. But young people can ex-

perience loneliness despite having friends, being 

surrounded by people at school or having support-

ive parents. This indicates that youth loneliness is 

more about �inding it dif�icult to connect with oth-

er people, as opposed to being alone.

There are more opportunities today to connect 

with others than ever before: 

social media, instant messag-

ing and even online gaming all 

allow people to share messag-

es and experiences without 

being in the same place at the 

same time. But research has 

shown that high use of the in-

ternet is linked to loneliness, 

social anxiety and depression. 

Young people are the high-

est users of social media, and 

some have raised concerns 

about the impact that might 

be having on their mental 

health.

For instance, in her book 

Alone Together, MIT psychologist Sherry Turkle 

has argued that people are beginning to favour 

communicating with others using new technol-

ogies over speaking face to face. She argues that 

online communication lacks intimacy, and though 

we might feel we are constantly connected or in the 

loop, it actually leaves us feeling alone.

DEPENDS HOW YOU USE IT

When my colleagues at the University of Chicago 

and I conducted a review of the research linking 

loneliness to internet use, we found that using the 

internet socially can lead to both increases and de-

creases in loneliness – depending on how it is used.

When social technologies are used to connect 

with people and maintain existing relationships, 

they can reduce loneliness. But when internet use 

replaces of�line interactions with others, it can in-

crease feelings of loneliness. To fully understand 

the relationship between loneliness and social me-

dia, it’s important to be aware of how people be-

have when they are lonely.

The BBC Loneliness Study found that 41% of 

people felt that loneliness can sometimes be a pos-

itive experience. Periods of time spent alone can 

be important to promote self-care, re�lection and 

creativity. In another review, my colleagues and I 

argue that loneliness is an important and useful 

feeling, because it lets us know when we lack social 

support and prompts us to reconnect with others.

But problems arise when our attempts to reach 

out to others are unsuccessful, and this is when 

loneliness is linked to poor mental and physical 

health. When people are lonely, it means they will 

seek ways to avoid being rejected or further isolat-

ed by others. This leads people to be particularly 

tuned into negative behaviours; for example, they 

will be more likely to notice feelings of anger and 

frustration in other people’s communications. 

This focus on negative as-

pects of social communica-

tion can cause lonely people 

to remain quiet and reserved 

during social interactions. 

And if they remain lonely for a 

long period, they might avoid 

social gatherings altogether. 

These behaviours make lonely 

people more vulnerable when 

they use social technologies, 

because they are more likely 

to focus on negative informa-

tion online, view content rath-

er than share, and generally 

use social media in ways that 

SOCIAL MEDIA: is it really to blame for young people

being lonelier than any other age group?

turn to pg05
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continue to make them feel lonely – or makes those 
feelings even worse.

CHANGING YOUR WAYS

The BBC Loneliness Study showed that lonely people 
have more friendships that are online only, indicating 
that they may go online to feel connected and may 
avoid face to face interactions with people. But re-
search suggests that this is not always the case; some 
people may spend time online to communicate with 
family or friends who live too far away to meet up in 
person.

Young people who already feel lonely, are socially 
anxious, or have dif!iculties maintaining friendships 
are less likely to use social media in a positive and 
meaningful way. They may need support to change 
that, but it is possible to start by actively engaging 

with other people online, and avoiding spending too 
much time passively reading status updates or watch-
ing YouTube videos.

Of course, spending long periods online with-
out interacting with others can aggravate feelings of 
loneliness. Communicating with others face-to-face 
is important, and everyone needs to make time for 
that. But we cannot blame social media for high lev-
els of loneliness among young people, because smart 
phones and social media can be used in ways that 
allow us to feel connected with others, make new 
friends and share our experiences. Young people who 
feel lonely can address this problem by changing the 
way they use social media, so that it supplements the 
time they spend with others – rather than replacing it.

[the writer is Research Fellow, Uni-

versity of Central Lancashire]

contd from pg04

SOCIAL MEDIA: is it really to blame...

N ! D "#$, O%& 8 (PTI): The In-
dian Women’s Press Corps (IWPC) 
Monday called upon media houses 
to establish institutional mech-
anisms to redress complaints of 
sexual harassment.

Expressing concern over the 
spate of instances of sexual harass-
ment faced by women journalists, 
the IWPC urged them to take re-
course to the redressal system to 
have their grievances addressed.

“The IWPC extends its support to 
all the women journalists and wom-
en employees in the media who have 
faced sexual harassment by their 
co-workers and superiors and have 
had the courage to speak out.

“The fact that many of the com-
plaints have gone unheard despite 
being brought to the notice of the 
appropriate authorities is disturb-
ing and a matter of grave concern,” 
IWPC president TK Rajalakshmi 
said in a statement.

Following Hollywood’s #Me-
Too movement, which has seen 
several women there having spo-
ken out about sexual harassment 
faced by them, many people are 
referring to actress Tanushree 
Dutta’s statement on Nana Patekar 
as the beginning of a similar cam-
paign in Bollywood.

Dutta has accused Patekar of 
behaving inappropriately with her 
on the sets of a !ilm called ‘Horn 
Ok Please’ in 2008. Following her 

allegations, women across vari-
ous spheres, including journalists, 
have taken to social media narrat-
ing their ordeal.

Patekar’s lawyer has sent a le-
gal notice to Dutta for allegedly 
making false accusations against 
him in an incident that dates back 
to a decade. “I said this 10 years 
ago... a lie is a lie,” the 67-year-old 
actor had said.

Rajalakshmi said, “It is also 
re!lective of a systemic malaise 
where despite the enactment of 
the Sexual Harassment of Wom-
en at the Workplace (Prevention, 
Prohibition and Redressal) Act, 
2013, the committees required 
to address these complaints and 
grievances are either not properly 
constituted or simply do not exist.”

The IWPC pointed out that all 
media organisations have a le-
gal obligation to set up internal 
complaints committees in every 
branch of!ice and disseminate in-
formation about what constitutes 
sexual harassment as well as the 
venues to seek redressal.

“The phenomenon of many 
women journalists speaking out 
through the social media has aris-
en precisely because of either the 
absence or the abject failure of 
robust institutional grievance re-
dress mechanisms that ought to 
have been readily available to the 
complainants in the !irst place.

“The emphasis, within the Act, 
is on prevention rather than puni-
tive action, therefore the measures 
for such prevention have to be in 
place as a matter of conscious or-
ganisational policy.

“There ought to be zero toler-
ance for any form of inappropriate 
behaviour towards women em-
ployees,” the statement said.

The IWPC also called for reg-
ular sensitisation of employees 
on what constitutes “welcome” 
and “unwelcome behaviour” as a 
prerequisite for a safe and secure 
work environment.

“Every woman employee has 
the right to work in an atmosphere 
free from any kind of harassment 
and hostility and employers have a 
responsibility to ensure the safety 
and security of women employees 
in particular,” the statement said.

It has been recognised that 
such harassment has health, eco-
nomic and social consequences 
apart from affecting the produc-
tivity of the aggrieved employee at 
the workplace, it said.

“Given the pervasiveness of 
sexual harassment in the media, 
we demand that employers set up 
the institutional mechanisms man-
dated under the law so that every 
woman employee in every media 
organisation has recourse to re-
dress as and when the occasion 
arises,” the statement said.

IWPC asks media houses to setup

mechanisms to redress sexual

harassment complaints 

I'*#+", O%& 8 (PTI): Students 
of Manipur University on Mon-
day staged a sit-in protest in re-
action to acting Vice-Chancellor 
Prof K Yugindro’s remarks that 
compared them to “terrorists”, a 
students’ union leader said.

Yugindro, in a letter to the 
MHRD on October 3, had sought 
immediate steps from the 
Centre to “save” the university 
from the hands of “terrorist-
like” agitators.

The agitators also sought 
withdrawal of the “baseless” FIR 
lodged by him on September 20, 
followed by a midnight raid by se-
curity forces, which led to the ar-
rest of 89 students and teachers.

Of the 89, the police had re-
leased all but 15 whom Yugin-
dro had named in the FIR for 
“wrongful con!inement, illegal 
detention and attempt to mur-
der”, when he assumed charge 
as the acting VC on September 
20, M Dayamand, president of 

Manipur University Students 
Union, said.

The protests come amid the 
pending second round of talks 
between the chief secretary, 
and three prominent tribal stu-
dent bodies over imposition of 
economic blockade for !ive days 

from October 9 on all highways 
of the state.

Talks between the Manipur 
government and a 16-member 
delegation of the All Manipur 
Tribal Students Union (ATSUM), 
Kuki Students Organisation 
(KSO) and All Naga Students 

Association (ANSAM) had 
failed to arrive at a deci-
sion on Sunday over the 
proposed blockade.

ANSAM president Jo-
seph told PTI that the de-
cision on the economic 
blockade will be decided 
after the second round of 
talks with the chief secre-
tary on Monday afternoon.

The ANSAM along with 
ATSUM and KSO had re-
solved on October 3 that 
it would impose the block-
ade over the “failure of the 
concerned authorities” to 
resolve the crisis at the 
central university.

Irked by Yugindro’s 
comments, over 200 students 
had tried to barge into his res-
idence at Wangkhei area in 
Imphal East district on Saturday, 
prompting police personnel to 
lob tear gas shells to disperse 
the agitators.

Manipur Univ students demonstrate

against acting VC’s remarks

K-"/+&+, O%& 8 (PTI): A 
street graf!iti dedicated 
to the life and struggle 
of the sex workers was 
unveiled by a Durga Puja 
organiser in north Kolk-
ata on Monday.

The graf!iti, painted 
on a 300 feet long stretch 
of road in Ahiritola area, 
tells the tale of hardships 
and the circumstances 
that force a woman to get 
into the !lesh trade.

“Our aim is to spread 
awareness among people 
to highlight the life and 
struggle of a sex work-
er,” Uttam Saha, working 
president of the Ahrito-
lata Jubakbrinda Durga 
puja committee.

It has been designed 
on the lives of inmates of 
the brothel at Sonagach-
hi, stated to be Asia’s 
largest red light area, 
which is around 1 km 
away from Ahiritola.

Interestingly, soil 
from a brothel is an es-
sential ingredient for the 
making of a Durga idol.

“Both lively and 
gloomy colours were 
used in the graf!iti illus-
trating various shades of 
the life of a sex worker,” 
said artist Soumen Sark-

ar, who took part in the 
project.

“A woman becomes 
a sex worker either due 
to traf!icking or for the 
sake of running her fam-
ily. She is also a mother, 
who despite all odds, 
takes care of her children 
and family. There can’t be 
disparity when we cele-
brate womanhood in the 
form of goddess Durga,” 
Manas Roy, another art-
ist, told PTI.

From a door with 
three women peeping 
from inside, to a dis-
torted ‘kumkum’ line 
on a woman’s forehead 
signifying her tragedy -- 
the graf!iti depicted the 
touching story of this 
community, Sarkar said.

“We are really happy 
that such a theme has 
been taken up by the puja 
committee depicting our 
lives and struggles,” San-
tana Das of Durbar Mah-
ila Samanwaya Commit-
tee said.

Durbar Mahila Sa-
manwaya Committee 
is an umbrella organi-
sation of the state’s sex 
workers having more 
than 1,30,000 registered 
members.

Durga puja
street graf!iti narrates

sex workers’ tale

A$0+!", O%& 8 (PTI): 

Members of the Bru 
community, currently 
lodged in six relief camps 
of Tripura, will be exer-
cising their franchise in 
Mizoram when it goes 
to polls on November 
28, a top state election 
department of!icial said 
Monday.

The tenure of the 
40-member Assembly 
expires on December 15.

“The Election Com-
mission of India (ECI) 
has instructed of!icials in 
the state to make poll ar-
rangements in Mizoram 
for displaced Bru fami-
lies,” Chief Electoral Of-
!icer (CEO) SB Shashank 
told reporters here.

The ECI, however, 
was yet to issue detailed 
guidelines on the process 
that needs be followed 
to move Bru voters to 

Mizoram for the polling 
exercise, he said.

“Of the 11,232 Bru 
voters in Tripura - 8,777 
are from Mamit district, 
along Mizoram-Bangla-
desh-Tripura border, 
1,732 from Kolasib dis-
trict of the state, along As-
sam border, and 723 from 
southern Mizoram’s Lun-
glei district,” the CEO said.

During the 2013 as-
sembly elections, Bru 

Bru members set to cast vote in Mizoram: CEO
members were able to 
cast votes from their re-
spective relief camps. 
The following year, too, 
displaced voters had ex-
ercised their franchise 
for parliamentary elec-
tion from Tripura.

An election depart-
ment of!icial said on the 
condition of anonymity 
that making adequate 
arrangements for Bru 
voters to cast votes in 
their respective polling 
stations would be a “her-
culean task”.

He suggested estab-
lishing designated poll-
ing stations at a border 
town inside the state for 
the displaced people.

“Setting up desig-
nated polling stations 

at a border town, like 
Kanhmun, where Bru 
voters can exercise their 
franchise, might be the 
best bet,” he added.

The voters’ list in 
six Tripura relief camps 
were updated recently 
along with rest of the 
state amid protests by 
members of civil societ-
ies, who demanded that 
the process be undertak-
en after the !inal repatri-
ation process.

Thousands of Bru 
refugees from Mizoram 
!led to Tripura after 
ethnic violence of 1997. 
The clashes broke out 
after a forest of!icial was 
killed by Bru National 
Liberation Front (BNLF) 
militants.

SC seeks 

response of 

Centre on 

plea seeking 

NRC for 

Tripura
N ! D "#$, O%& 8 (PTI): 

The Supreme Court Mon-
day sought response 
from the Centre on a plea 
seeking implementation 
of the national register 
for citizens (NRC) in Tri-
pura to identify illegal 
immigrants in the state.

A bench comprising 
Justices Ranjan Gogoi and 
Justices S K Kaul and K M 
Joseph considered the pe-
tition !iled by Tripura Peo-
ple’s Front seeking regis-
tration of citizens of Tri-
pura in the NRC to identify 
illegal immigrants.

A state-based organ-
isation, Dopha Yoksama 
Bodol, has also !iled a 
similar plea on the issue.

The Centre had on 
July 30 published a sec-
ond draft NRC list of As-
sam in which out of 3.29 
crore people, names of 
2.89 crore were included. 
The !irst draft of the NRC 
for Assam was published 
on the intervening night 
of December 31 and Jan-
uary 1.

Assam, which has 
faced in!lux of people 
from Bangladesh since 
the early 20th century, is 
the only state having an 
NRC, which was !irst pre-
pared in 1951.
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GOVERNMENT OF SIKKIM
ROADS & BRIDGES DEPARTMENT

SORENG, WEST SIKKIM
N.I.T. No.: 136/GOS/SD/R&B/82 Soreng.                        Dated: 8/10/20-18

NOTICE INVITING TENDER 
For and on behalf of the Governor of Sikkim, Assistant Engineer (Soreng), Roads & Bridges DepartmentGovernment of Sikkim,invites sealed tenders under single bid system from the eligible contractors of class IV Grade enlisted with Sikkim Public Works 

Department vide Notifi cation No.515/R&B/PWD/Secy. Dated 12.06.2018 memo no. 556/ R&B/PWD/Secy. Dated 26/08/18, for the construction of fair weather roads,through competitive bidding within the territorial jurisdiction of Gram Panchayat / Urban 

Local Bodies where the work is to be executed. 

The works and time schedule are listed as under:-

Detail for Date & Time of Tender and Venue are as follows:- 

Soreng-Chakung Constituency  

SL. 
No

Name of G.P.U
Date of Submission of Application 

with Bank receipt for issue of Tender 
Document (Excluding tender form)

Date of issue of Tender form on Submission 
of TDR ( as Earnest money)

Last Date of Submission of Tender form
Date & Time of openning 

of Bit.
Tender Venue

1 Chumbung G.P.U 14/11/18(10 a.m to 4p.m) 15/11/2018 (10 a.m to 4 p.m) 16/11/2018 (10 a.m to 12 Noon) 16/11/2018 (1:30 p.m)  Chumbung G.P.K

2 Mangsari G.P.U 14/11/18(10 a.m to 4p.m) 15/11/2018 (10 a.m to 4 p.m) 16/11/2018 (10 a.m to 12 Noon) 16/11/2018 (1:30 p.m) Mangsari G.P.K

3 Soreng G.P.U 19/11/18(10 a.m to 4p.m) 20/11/2018 (10 a.m to 4 p.m) 21/11/2018 (10 a.m to 12 Noon) 21/11/2018 (1:30 p.m) Soreng G.P.K

Salghari - Zoom Constituency

1 Zoom  G.P.U/ NJMC 1/11/18(10 a.m to 4p.m) 2/11/2018 (10 a.m to 4 p.m) 3/11/2018 (10 a.m to 12 Noon) 3/11/2018 (1:30 p.m) Zoom G.P.K

Rinchenpong Constituency

1. Khaniserbong  G.P.U 19/11/18(10 a.m to 4p.m) 20/11/2018 (10 a.m to 4 p.m) 21/11/2018 (10 a.m to 12 Noon) 21/11/2018 (1:30 p.m) Khaniserbong  G.P.K

2. Sreebadam Samdong  G.P.U 14/11/18(10 a.m to 4p.m) 15/11/2018 (10 a.m to 4 p.m) 16/11/2018 (10 a.m to 12 Noon) 16/11/2018 (1:30 p.m) Sreebadam  G.P.K

3. Deythang Parengaon  G.P.U 19/11/18(10 a.m to 4p.m) 20/11/2018 (10 a.m to 4 p.m) 21/11/2018 (10 a.m to 12 Noon) 21/11/2018 (1:30 p.m) Parengaon  G.P.K

CONDITIONS OF CONTRACT:- 

1. Tender is open only to the eligible Contractors/Firms of appropriate Class/Gram Panchayat Unit and Urban Local bodies Area.
2. The intending tenders/contractors should apply in writing for issue of tender documents. The application would be invariably be signed by the contractor himself/herself. The tender document will not be issued to any person other than the 

INTENDING TENDER. The application shall be submitted initially for each work listed above with all required documents.
3. The applicants should enclosed attested copies of the a) Goods & Services Tax Clearance Certifi cate (b) Validated/Updated Contractor Enlistment Certifi cate along with the application. It is mandatory to produce the Original validated/Updated 

Enlistment Certifi cate during sale/issue of the Tender Document for verifi cation.
4. The prescribed Non-Transferable Tender Documents (excluding the Tender Form) can be obtained during the period specifi ed in (As above from the offi  ce of the Assistant Engineer, Roads and Bridges Department, Soreng Sub-Division, on 

production of requisite Bank receipt of the state of Sikkim towards the cost of Tender Documents (non-refundable) under the receipt Head “0059-80-800” cost of Tender Form (Roads & Bridges).
5. Earnest money deposit @ 2.5% in State Bank of Sikkim shall be in the form of Deposit Receipt of Schedule Bank which includes deposits in the form of temporary deposit receipts (TDR) in favor of the Sr. Accounts Offi  cer, Roads & Bridges, 

Gyalshing, West Sikkim. Tender form shall be issued only on production of toward deposit receipts of 2.5% earnest money.
6. The Tender Documents, including the Tender Form with quoted off er should be placed in a sealed cover with the name of the tenderers and the name of the work superscripted on it, supporting documents listed at Sl.No 3(a &b) along with 

other relevant documents be enclosed with the off er.
7. Sealed tenders may be deposited in the Tender box in the offi  ce of the Assistant Engineer , Roads and Bridges Department, Soreng  SubDivision, on the date and within the time indicated above.
8. Tenders shall be opened by a Tender Opening Committee as prescribed by the Government in the presence of the tenderers on the date and time indicated above.
9. The Tenderer should sign on every page of the tender documents as Acceptance of the general Direction and Conditions of the Contract and other laid down norms. The rate quoted should be both in fi gures and words and should be inclusive 

of GST all other applicable Taxes and Levies. Over writing and correction should be avoided and if made should be authenticated. Incomplete/Conditional tenders shall be rejected forthwith.
10. In case of any discrepancy in rate(s) printed in the Schedule of Rates and Quantities issued with the tender documents, rates as per approved Schedule of Rates will be taken as correct. For items outside the SOR, the rates shall be as per 

the technically checked estimate/analysis. Decision of the Principal Chief Engineer cum Secretary/ Head of the Department will be fi nal in this regard.
11. The work value, scope and quantum of work are subject to change, the contractor shall execute the work as per the directives of the Department. No claim on this account is entertained whatsoever. If any claim is made, it shall be as per 

the agreement rates.
12. The Department reserves the rights to hold payments to the contractor unless test certifi cates are not produced by the contractor when called upon to do so.
13. Avoidable damages due to negligence of the contractor shall be at his own risk and cost. The Department shall not be liable for payment of such damages (if any), including accidents to labours at site.
14. The off er shall remain valid for a period of 90 days. The work should commence within 15 days from the issue of the work order.
15. All the conditions as mentioned in the NIT shall be deemed to a part of the agreement to be entered with the contractor. Security deposit shall be collected by deductions from the running bills of the contractor @ 5% of the value of work done.
16. The Department reserves the right to accept or reject any or all tenders without assigning any reason thereof.
17. The recoveries of Royalties on Forest Produce shall be as per rates notify by the Government from time to time and applicable on the date of payment. In no case, clam of any contractor for deduction as per rates incorporated in the analysis 

of rates or Schedule of Rates on the date of tender shall be acceptable.
18. Subletting of contract work is against the norms and if it comes to notice ,the original contract shall be cancelled and appropriate action shall be initiated as per the rules.
19. The Department also reserves the right to increase, decrease, alter or modify the item of works as indicated in the NIT without assigning any reason thereof.
20. In case the man powers employed by the contractors are from outside the State or neighboring countries, it shall be the responsibility of the contractors to get them registered with the labour department, Government of Sikkim as per the 

relevant Labour Laws.
21. Use of explosives shall be regulated as under:-      

a) Transportation, Handling, storage and use of Explosives (if necessary) shall be in accordance with the provisions of the India Explosive Act and General Guidelines, Circulars issued by the department and other competent authorities 
on the subject from time to time.

b) The rules and regulations issued by the Sikkim Public Works department or any other competent authority shall strictly be adhered to with regard to transportation, storage; handling and use of explosives shall be maintained by the 
contractor.

22. The contractor shall also make arrangements to have photographs of the works taken at least at three stages of the construction period. i.e. beginning, middle and completion stage.
23. Damage to properties in and around the work site must be avoided at all cost. The contractor shall be held responsible for any acts of negligence and shall be made to make good the damages.
24. It is accepted to the tenderer to have inspected the site before submitting his/her bid. There may be possible site diffi  culties for which the tenderer should have their own correct assessment before submitting the bid.
25. The cost of stock materials supplied from the Department store will be deducted from the contractors’ bills as per rules.
26. The bidders shall produce a Certifi cate of Residence from the concerned Gram Panchayat Unit where the work is to be executed.

ASSISTANT ENGINEER,
ROADS & BRIDGES DEPARTMENT,

SORENG SUB DIVISION,
WEST SIKKIM.

R.O. No. 410/ipr/pub/classi./18-19 dt. 8.10.18

SL. No NAME OF WORK Cost of work put to Tender (in Rs) Earnest Money @ 2.5% (in Rs) Cost of Tender document (in Rs) Completion Time 

Soreng-Chakung Constituency

1 Construction of road from Budang-Chumbung road to Torkeygaon Km 0-1.50 6357744.00 158944.00 1500.00 12 Months 

2 Construction of road from Soreng-Bichgaon to Lungthung busty Km 0-1.00 4238496.00 105962.00 1500.00 09 Months 

3 Construction of road from Soreng-Malbasey to Khopikharka Km 0- 1.00 4238496.00 105962.00 1500.00 09 Months 

Zoom Salghari Constituency

1
Construction of link road from VLW offi  ce to Power Station, Lekdam, Sukpan, Ward 
No.1, Zoom GPU Km 0-1.00.

4238496.00 105962.00 1500.00 09 Months 

2
Construction of link road from VLW offi  ce to Power Station, Lekdam, Sukpan, Ward 
No.1, Zoom GPU Km 1.00-2.00.

4238496.00 105962.00 1500.00 09 Months 

3
Construction of link road from Namrik Sirubari to Namrik, Ward No. 2, Zoom GPU Km-
0-1.00.

4238496.00 105962.00 1500.00 09 Months 

4
Construction of link road from Namrik Sirubari to Namrik, Ward No. 2, Zoom GPU Km-
1.00-2.00.

4238496.00 105962.00 1500.00 09 Months 

Rinchenpong Constituency

1 Construction of road from PMGSY road to IFBP Church, Khaniserbong Km 0-1.50 6357744.00 158944.00 1500.00 12 Months 

2 Construction of road from Lower Sreebadam to Deythang SPWD road Km 0-1.00 4238496.00 105962.00 1500.00 09 Months 

3 Construction of road from Lower Sreebadam to Deythang SPWD road Km 1.00-2.00 4238496.00 105962.00 1500.00 09 Months 

4 Construction of road from Sribadam to Kalika Mandir via Parengaon Km-0-1.00 4238496.00 105962.00 1500.00 09 Months 

5 Construction of road from Sribadam to Kalika Mandir via Parengaon Km-1.00-2.00 4238496.00 105962.00 1500.00 09 Months 

6 Construction of road from Sribadam to Kalika Mandir via Parengaon Km-2.00-3.00 4238496.00 105962.00 1500.00 09 Months 

N�� D����, O ! 8 (PTI): Continuing his im-
pressive run, Jeevan Nedunchezhiyan won 
his second title in a row, clinching the Mon-
terrey ATP Challenger in Mexico with new 
partner Marcelo Arevalo.

The Chennai southpaw, who won the 
ATP Chengdu Open last week, and his part-
ner got the better of veteran Leander Paes 
and Miguel Angel Reyes-Varela 6-1 6-4 in 
the �inal of the USD 150000 tournament.

It is Jeevan’s fourth title win this season 
on the Challenger circuit, having triumphed 
in Winnetka, Ilkley and Dallas, and �ifth 
overall.

He had ended runner-up at Nottingham, 
Savannah, Tallahassee and Lille with regular 

partner Austin Krajicek from USA.
“I was 0-40 down on my serve in the third 

game of the �irst set but I did good job keep-
ing composure, making lot of �irst serves. 
There were a couple of uncharacteristic er-
rors to go down 0-40 but we regrouped and 
had a vital hold,” Jeevan told PTI.

“Getting that hold from 0-40 was key. We 
got a break in the next game and Marcelo 
served strong for a 4-1 lead. The momen-
tum was with us,” he said explaining the key 
points.

“In the second set, it was 1-0 for them, 
we were serving on deuce and Lee (Lean-
der) played a great game to get the break, 
they were 2-0 up. Lee was playing very well. 

He seems to be playing better than a given 
point of time in this season. I feel he still has 
a lot of good tournaments in him to be hon-
est after seeing him the way he is playing 
right now,” Jeevan said.

“We played a good game to break back. 
Then we fought hard for a hold. Then we 
won a deuce game to go 5-4 up. We were 
0-30 down serving for the match but I came 
up with some good serves and �inished it at 
the net. “

Talking about his new partnership with 
Arevalo, he said,”Marcelo is a big guy, he has 
a big serve and makes strong returns. He 
helps out with my serve because he is a big 
guy with range.

Jeevan wins 2nd Challenger title in a row, fi fth of season
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S������� , O�� 8 (AFP): US econ-
omists William Nordhaus and Paul 
Romer on Monday shared the 2018 
Nobel Economics Prize for integrating 
innovation and climate with economic 
growth, the jury said.

Nordhaus, a professor at Yale Uni-
versity, and Romer, a former World 
Bank chief economist now at New York 
University’s Stern School of Business, 
have addressed “some of our time’s 
most basic and pressing questions 
about how we create long-term sus-
tained and sustainable growth,” the 
Royal Swedish Academy of Sciences 
said in a statement.

It said the pair have “signi�icant-
ly broadened the scope of economic 
analysis by constructing models that 
explain how the market economy inter-
acts with nature and knowledge.” Nord-
haus, 77, was speci�ically honoured for 
“integrating climate change into long-
run macroeconomic analysis.”

The 62-year-old Romer meanwhile 
won for “integrating technological in-

novations into long-run macroeconom-
ic analysis.” Both have been tipped as 
frontrunners for the Nobel in recent 
years.

The pair will share the nine million 
Swedish kronor (about 1.01 million or 
860,000-euro) prize.

Last year, the honour went to US 
economist Richard Thaler, a co-founder 
of the so-called “nudge” theory, which 
demonstrates how people can be per-
suaded to make decisions that leave 
them healthier and happier.

Unlike the other Nobel prizes which 

were created in Swedish inventor and 
philanthropist Alfred Nobel’s last will 
and testament and �irst awarded in 
1901, the economics prize was created 
by the Swedish central bank, the Riks-
bank,in 1968 to mark its tricentenary. 
It was �irst awarded in 1969.

The Nobel, which also consists of a 
diploma and a gold medal, will be pre-
sented at a formal ceremony in Stock-
holm on December 10.

The Nobel economics prize wraps 
up the 2018 awards season, notable 
this year for the lack of a literature 
prize, postponed by a year for the �irst 
time in 70 years over a rape scandal 
that came to light as part of the #MeToo 
movement.

Last week, after the prizes for med-
icine, physics and chemistry were an-
nounced, the most highly-anticipated 
Nobel, that for peace, went to Yazidi 
women’s campaigner Nadia Murad and 
Congolese doctor Denis Mukwege for 
their work in �ighting sexual violence in 
con�licts around the world.

US duo William Nordhaus and Paul 

Romer win Nobel Economics Prize

B"#$���, O�� 8 (PTI): 

A 42-year-old Indian 
was among two foreign 
tourists killed and �ive 
others, including two 
Indians, seriously injured 
in a shootout between 
two rival gangs here, Thai 
Police said Monday.

The shooting took 
place last night on a street 
behind Centara Watergate 
Pavillion hotel in Ratcha-
thewi district, where tour-
ist coaches were parked, 
‘Bangkok Post’ reported.

Gakhrejr Dheeraj, an 
Indian, and Keovongsa 
Thonekeo, 28, a Lao tour-
ist, died at a hospital where 
other injured are undergo-
ing treatment.

The �ive people injured 
in the cross�ire were two 
Thais, two Indians and 
one Lao. All were taken to 
a nearby hospital, the re-

port said, quoting police 
of�icials.

The Indians were part 
of a group of tourists who 
had just had their dinner at 
an Indian restaurant in the 
mall and were waiting for 
their bus at the parking lot.

While they were there, 
two groups of young men 
emerged from a nearby 
snooker club into an alley 
just beside the parking 
lot, said police Major 
General Senit Samararn 
Samruajkit.

They began a �ight that 
quickly escalated into an 
armed battle, Samruajkit 
said.

According to eyewit-
nesses, around 20 men 
armed with pistols, knives 
and sticks ran from the 
club into the street, he 
said, adding that three men 
also opened �ire.

Indian tourist among 2 people 
killed in shootout in Thailand
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(AFP): A leading Financial 
Times journalist has been 
given seven days to leave 
Hong Kong as a backlash 
mounted Monday against 
an unprecedented chal-
lenge to freedom of the 
press in the city.

Victor Mallet, the FT’s 
Asia news editor and a 
British national, angered 
authorities in Beijing and 
Hong Kong by hosting a 
speech at the city’s press 
club by Andy Chan, the 
leader of a tiny pro-inde-
pendence political party.

Chan’s party has since 
been banned as Bei-
jing cracks down on any 
pro-independence senti-
ment in the semi-auton-
omous city.

Last week it emerged 
Mallet’s application for a 
renewal of his work visa 
had been rejected by 
Hong Kong immigration 
authorities.

On Monday the FT 
said Mallet had only been 
granted a seven-day vis-
itor visa after returning 
to the city from a trip on 
Sunday.

Sources with direct 
knowledge of the situa-
tion told AFP that Mallet 
was questioned at immi-
gration and was refused 
automatic entry.

British citizens are 
usually allowed into 
Hong Kong without a visa 
and are permitted to stay 
for 180 days under immi-
gration rules.

The FT said immigra-
tion of�icials had provid-
ed no explanation for the 
shortened visitor visa.

“We continue to seek 
clari�ication from the 
Hong Kong authorities 
about the rejection of his 
work visa renewal,” said 
the paper, which has its 
regional headquarters in 
Hong Kong.

The FT’s editorial 
board had earlier de-
scribed the decision to 
refuse Mallet a work visa 
as sending a “chilling 
message to everyone in 
Hong Kong”.

In a strident speech 
in August at the city’s 
Foreign Correspondents’ 
Club (FCC), where Mallet 
serves as vice president, 
independence activist 
Chan attacked China as 
an empire trying to “an-
nex” and “destroy” Hong 
Kong.

China’s foreign minis-
try had asked the club to 
pull the talk, but the FCC 
refused, arguing that all 
sides of a debate should 
be heard and that it host-
ed a variety of speakers, 
including Chinese of�i-
cials.

Britain and the Unit-
ed States have expressed 
concern over the visa re-
fusal and its impact on 
press freedom.

On Monday, a group 
of the city’s most in�luen-
tial lawyers also hit back.

“Such rejection calls 
for an explanation in light 
of its unprecedented na-
ture and its profound 
impact on Hong Kong’s 
press freedom,” 30 law-
yers said in a statement.

The group makes up 
the legal subsector of the 
electoral committee that 
chooses the city’s leader.

Another legal organ-
isation, the Progressive 
Lawyers Group, said: 
“Any forced retreat of for-
eign media outlets would 
be a tragic loss for Hong 
Kong and must be vigi-
lantly guarded against”.

A journalists’ alliance 
handed over petitions 
with more than 15,000 
signatures to the govern-
ment Monday calling for 
an explanation of its visa 
rejection.

FT journalist given seven days
to leave Hong Kong

M�%��&, O�� 8 (AFP): A team of 
Russian historians and archaeolo-
gists have used a Nazi bomber pi-
lot’s photograph to help them pin-
point the location of mass graves 
in Moscow containing the remains 
of thousands shot by Stalin’s secret 
police.

The existence of a mass grave 
in the Kommunarka district in 
southwestern Moscow �irst came 
to light in the dying days of the So-
viet Union when the KGB opened 
up its archives.

It was one of three killing �ields 
in the city used by Stalin’s NKVD 
secret police in the 1930s.

Historians believe at least 
6,609 people were shot and 
thrown into mass graves in Kom-
munarka between 1937 and 1941.

The gated forested area was 
once used by NKVD chief Genrikh 
Yagoda, who had a holiday cottage 
there.

But he fell foul of the regime 
and was removed from his post in 
1936 and shot in 1938 -- with his 
body most likely also disposed of 
in Kommunarka.

Until recently, the mass graves 
were believed to be located in one 
area of the forest, where victims’ 
relatives put up a memorial.

But historians now believe the 
graves’ location was misidenti�ied.

No serious archaeological 
work has been done before in 
Kommunarka, said Roman Roma-
nov, director of Moscow’s Gulag 
History Museum, who co-led the 
investigation.

“There was nothing (in Kom-
munarka) before, people used to 
pick mushrooms there.” The area 
remains much less investigated 
than a larger Stalin-era killing �ield 
in Moscow’s Butovo district, Ro-
manov said.

But with a planned opening of 
a new memorial at Kommunarka, 
he said historians wanted to check 
exactly where the bodies were.

Romanov said they used 

ground-penetrating radar and his-
toric photos to examine the area.

“We had volunteers working to 
clear the area and a geo-radar fol-
lowing us looking for anomalies in 
the ground,” he said.

An aerial shot of Kommunar-
ka taken by a Nazi pilot �lying 
over Moscow in 1942 -- when the 
graves were “fresh” -- was key to 
the investigation.

Crucially, it showed the height 
of the trees in the area at the time.

Historians came to the con-
clusion that some of the trees had 
been planted over fresh graves -- a 
tactic often used by the NKVD to 
cover up its executions.

The next step, Romanov said, 
is to identify in which speci�ic pits 
the bodies of victims were placed.

“In a small one there could be 
30 people and in another there 
could be 100 -- we want to know 
who is buried where.”

Yan Rachinsky, a senior mem-
ber of rights group Memorial that 
documents Stalinist crimes, esti-
mates that around 30,000 people 
were shot in Moscow alone during 
Stalin’s Great Terror between 1937 
and 1938.

During a brief period of open-
ness during the Perestroika era in 
the 1980s, the KGB sent �iles on 
Stalin-era victims to journalists 
and Memorial, Rachinsky said.

In some, the NKVD gives the 
place of execution as Butovo or 
Moscow’s Donskoye cemetery. 
Others simply say that the victim’s 
body is “in a pit”.

“We believe those with no 
(marked) place of execution are in 
Kommunarka,” Rachinsky said.

High-ranking of�icials and sci-
entists were among those shot and 
hastily buried in Kommunarka.

“Almost the entire Mongolian 
government is there,” Rachinsky 
said. Mongolia was a Soviet satel-
lite country.

Many of�icials from the Baltic 
states of Estonia, Lithuania and 

Latvia were also executed there af-
ter their countries were occupied 
by the USSR in 1940.

Rachinsky said that over a 
thousand of those believed to be 
buried in Kommunarka remain 
unidenti�ied after the Russian se-
curity services closed access to So-
viet-era �iles.

“Suddenly, they stopped send-
ing us the �iles,” he said, accusing 
the present-day authorities of a 
lack of interest in uncovering Sovi-
et-era crimes.

“Our country is still not ready 
to declassify the materials of an-
other country: the USSR,” he said.

“The state is responsible for 
what happened here and it strug-
gles to de�ine its position,” said his-
torian Sergei Bondarenko, whose 
great-grandfather was shot in 
Kommunarka.

He predicted that only a “mid-
dle-ranking” government of�icial 
would attend the opening of a new 
memorial this month.

“In my view it should be the 
president, because this was one 
of the biggest killing �ields in Mos-
cow,” he said.

But Gulag museum director Ro-
manov was more optimistic.

The opening last year of a me-
morial to victims of political re-
pressions in central Moscow was 
attended by President Vladimir 
Putin, he pointed out.

Romanov said he wants oth-
er regions to follow the “positive 
precedent” of Kommunarka to �ind 
the “exact borders” of their Sta-
lin-era mass graves.

“These places are still secret. 
People don’t even know where 
(the bodies) are. Often all they 
know is that they are inside a huge 
forest,” he said.

The aim, he said, is to identify 
exactly “who is buried where in all 
Russian regions.”

“This might sound a bit Utopi-
an. But it is necessary.

Russian historians use Nazi 

photo to locate Stalin-

era mass graves
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ARIES: The intensity should in-

crease around an issue regarding 

love and romance. Friction is build-

ing. Unfortunately, this tension 

may be unavoidable. It’s likely that 

some sort of power struggle is being 

thrown into the mix, and you may 

fi ght for control of your emotions. 

Try not to get sucked into a bottom-

less pit.

TAURUS: Let your heart shine. 

Love surrounds you like a beautiful 

pink cloud, and you can’t help but 

attract people to you. Take romance 

to a higher level with someone re-

ally special tonight. You’ll fi nd that 

whatever you give will come back 

to you tenfold. Your aura glows 

brightly with emotion, so let it light 

your way.

GEMINI: There’s a great deal of 

transforming energy in the air that 

you should harness and capitalize 

on. You may be a fan of the diet 

that you’ll start “tomorrow.” When 

tomorrow comes and there’s a huge 

meal of pizza, soda, and fries, sud-

denly the diet once again starts “to-

morrow.” Use the powerful energy 

of today to break out of this habit 

and make a real change in your life. 

CANCER: You may experience 

writer’s block in every sense of the 

phrase. Even if you don’t consider 

yourself a writer, for some reason it 

may be diffi  cult to get even the sim-

plest words down on paper. Don’t 

get upset. Your verbal juices may 

not be fl owing freely, but they ha-

ven’t disappeared. Use this time to 

read other people’s works and visit 

museums for inspiration.   

LEO: Action should be your main 

priority, especially when it comes 

to love and romance. You may not 

be too concerned about what sort of 

action you take. Your only concern 

is that you aren’t sitting still at any 

time. Once you fi gure out what you 

want, you’re unlikely to stop until 

you get it. Your power is forceful 

and extreme. 

VIRGO:  A surprise in love and ro-

mance is on its way to you. Things 

are coming full circle, and the in-

vestment you made in this realm is 

fi nally paying off . Something new 

is cropping up, but in reality, this is 

a result of things you set in motion 

long ago. Be open to embracing the 

tremendous fl ow of love and beauty 

that’s coming your way.  

LIBRA: Be more aware of your 

personal appearance and how 

you’re perceived. Make sure that 

your attire is appropriate for the 

people you’re with and the situa-

tion. Fashion is a consideration, so 

don’t look like a slob. You may be 

urged into a fancy store today where 

you’re talked into buying some new 

items to spruce up your wardrobe.  

SCORPIO: Know what you’re get-

ting yourself into, especially if it has 

to do with love and romance. You 

may be like a fl y on a tree branch, 

carefully inspecting the beauti-

ful spider web at your feet. You’re 

tempted to step on the silky strands, 

yet once you place one foot on the 

sticky web, you’ll be tangled there 

for a long time - maybe forever.  

SAGITTARIUS: Your heart may 

be hurt by misfortunes that have 

befallen you. Thinking about times 

past is just pulling up buckets of 

tears from a well. Don’t keep doing 

this to yourself. It’s time to move 

forward. Your heart is eager to start 

something new and bring adventure 

into your life. Use your emotions 

as fuel for the future instead of re-

straints from the past.  

CAPRICORN: You’re fi lled with 

joy! There’s a tremendous wave of 

love coming your way. Everything 

involving romance could be tak-

en to extremes. An extreme in the 

direction of love and boundless 

creativity means that at some time 

there will be a dramatic swing in the 

opposite direction. Today you only 

need to concern yourself with the 

upswing.    

AQUARIUS: Instead of dragging 

on with something old, tired, and 

worn out, why not start something 

new? If you refuse to give up on a 

project that’s doomed to fail, you’ll 

be in for a long, frustrating road 

ahead. You’ll fi nd this to be espe-

cially true of anything involving 

music, beauty, creativity, and the 

arts. Redirect your energy toward 

something more promising.  

PISCES: Social engagements will 

be your saving grace. Without them, 

you may be confused and sad about 

issues that are reaching a climax. In 

some form or another, you’re being 

asked to make some major transfor-

mations. These changes are slow 

and perhaps subtle, but they’re im-

portant and need addressing. This is 

where the help of friends can come 

in handy.

BRAD’S BACK: THE FOXY ACTOR, BRAD PITT, 

IS SEEN FILMING ‘ONCE UPON A TIME IN 

HOLLYWOOD’.

M�����, O ! 8 (PTI): Pri-
yanka Chopra’s maiden Sik-
kimese production, “Pahuna” 
(“The Little Visitors”) bagged 
two awards at SCHLINGEL 
International Children’s Film 
Festival in Germany.

Written and directed by 
Pakhi A Tyrewala, the !ilm won 
the trophies for Best Film (Jury 
Choice) and Special Mention by 
Professional Jury in The Inter-
national Feature Film Category.

Produced under Priyan-
ka and her mother Dr Mad-
hu Chopra’s banner Purple 
Pebble Pictures, “Pahuna” 
received an overwhelming 
response at the European 
Premiere of the !ilm festival 
held on October 2 and 5.

“Pahuna” (“The Little Vis-
itors”) revolves around three 
Nepali children who get sep-
arated from their parents, es-
cape the Maoists agitation in 

Nepal and !lee to Sikkim.
Madhu said the !ilm will 

always be very special !ilm 
for the production house.

“When we started the 
journey of ‘Pahuna’, we didn’t 
anticipate the !ilm to go this 

far. But God has been kind 
and the !ilm has resonated 
with the audience not just in 
India but across the globe.

“I’m grateful to SCHLINGEL 
International Children’s Film 
Festival for the recognition. 

Looking forward to many more 
such milestones,” the co-pro-
ducer said in a statement.

“Pahuna” had its World 
Premiere at the Toronto In-
ternational Film Festival 
(TIFF) last year.

‘Pahuna’ wins two awards at Germany’s SCHLINGEL

International Children’s Film Fest

Taylor Swift has broken 
her political silence.
The singer has been 

known to keep her party af-
!iliations to herself, but she 
ended that trend in a long 
Instagram post on Sunday. 
In her upload, Swift reveals 
who she is voting for in the 
midterm elections on Nov. 
6 and why. She will be vot-
ing in Tennessee, she ex-
plained. “I’m writing this 
post about the upcoming 
midterm elections on No-
vember 6th,” she wrote.

She wrote that the last 
two years have had a great 
deal of impact on her and 
played a role in her deci-
sion to speak out. 

On Aug. 14, 2017, Swift 
won her case against David 
Mueller in which she ac-
cused him of groping her. 
The singer received a symbolic $1. The “Deli-
cate” singer alluded to that trial in her Insta-
gram statement. She wrote, “In the past I’ve 
been reluctant to publicly voice my political 
opinions, but due to several events in my life 
and in the world in the past two years, I feel 
very differently about that now.”

Back in her Instagram, Swift described 
what she looks for in an ideal political candi-

date. “I always have and always will cast my 
vote based on which candidate will protect 
and !ight for the human rights I believe we all 
deserve in this country,” she penned.

The singer then encouraged everyone to 
register to vote. She said, “So many intelli-
gent, thoughtful, self-possessed people have 
turned 18 in the past two years and now have 
the right and privilege to make their vote 
count. But !irst you need to register.”

Taylor Swift Makes Rare Political Statement

Ahead of Midterm Elections 

M�����, O ! 8 (PTI): Ac-
tor Nana Patekar, who has 
been accused of sexual 
harassment by Tanushree 
Dutta, was to address the 
media Monday but the 
press conference has now 
been called off.

A message was sent 
out to the media last night 
by Nana’s son Malhar, stat-
ing the press conference 
would not take place.

“Sorry to be messaging 
at this hour, just wanted 
to inform that there’s no 
press conference tomor-
row, please pass on the 
message to your colleagues 
in the media. Will let you 
know about the further 
proceedings soon, regards,” 
the message read.

There was no response 
from his lawyer when 
contacted.

The 67-year-old actor’s lawyer has 
sent a legal notice to Dutta for allegedly 
making false accusations against him in 
an incident that dates back to a decade.

Dutta has said that Patekar had ha-
rassed her during the shooting of a !ilm 

in 2008 and she had spoken out about 
the incident but nothing happened and 
she was even thrown out of the !ilm.

Dutta has also !iled a complaint with 
the Mumbai police against Patekar, cho-
reographer Ganesh Acharya and the di-
rector and producer of the 2008 !ilm.

Patekar, who was shooting for up-

coming !ilm Housefull 4 in Jodhpur with 
actors Akshay Kumar, Kriti Sanon and 
others, returned to Mumbai on Saturday.

“I said this 10 years ago... a lie is a 
lie (Dus saal pehle bol chuka hoon, ab jo 
jhoot hai woh jhoot hai’),” Patekar had 
said.

Nana Patekar cancels 

press conference

Katt Williams arrested 

on assault charges
L"# A$%&'&#, O ! 8 (PTI): Comedian Katt 
Williams has been arrested on the sus-
picion of assaulting a hired driver.

According to the Hollywood Reporter, Wil-
liams assaulted the driver during an argument 
about taking him and his dog from the Portland, 
Oregon, airport to a performance in the city.

The comedian had come to Portland 
to perform Friday night in Nick Cannon’s 
“Wild ‘N Out” comedy improv show.

Port of Portland police said the town car driver had 
swelling and cuts on his face. The 47-year-old Williams 
left in another vehicle and was arrested Saturday.

Williams has been charged with as-
sault in the fourth degree. He also was ar-
rested for an out-of-state warrant.


