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MALAIKA ARORA TESTS COVID-19 
POSITIVE, QUARANTINES AT HOME
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ETHICS MUST NOT BE IGNORED WHEN 
TESTING COVID-19 VACCINES
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CZECH OSCAR WINNING 
DIRECTOR JIRI MENZEL 

DIES AT AGE 82
pg 08

Sunday rain wreaks havoc in West
RUDRA KAUSHIK
Gyalshing, 07 Sept:

Torrential rain on Sun-
day night wreaked hav-

oc on various parts of West 
Sikkim. Lower Yangtey near 
Gyalshing was the most 
severely hit with land-
slides having damaged 
houses, cultivable lands 
and fruit orchards. 

Two oxen of Chabilal 
Bista of Lower Yangtey 
were killed and the cat-
tle shed swept away by 
a landslide along with 
more than a hectare of 
paddy terraces. 

Chabilal Bista rues 
that damages caused by 
the landslide were irrep-
arable, adding that he 
has lost his entire invest-
ment made in farming 
and livestock. 

BDO Gyalshing, 
Mukesh Dahal, Zilla Pan-
chayat, Roshan Khatiwa-
da, and panchayat mem-
bers visited the landslide 
affected areas today and 
met the affected families. 

It was informed that 
the visiting team took 
stock of damages and 
essential food items 

were provided to the 
affected families. The 
landslide-affected will 
be compensated after 
assessment of damage as 
per government norms, 
it is informed. 

Landslides in lower 
Yangtey also swept away 
orchards and cultivable 
fields of other farmers. 

Roshan Khatiwada 

informs that nearly a ki-
lometer long stretch of 
cultivable land has been 
completely damaged by 
landslides. 

He added that an or-
ange orchard and ginger 
fields of eleven farmers 
of lower Yangtey were 
washed away and de-
stroyed in landslides.

"Many residents of 

Lower Yangtey have suf-
fered the brunt of nat-
ural calamities. We are 
hopeful that the dis-
trict administration will 
come up with a positive 
initiative to address the 
issue pertaining to nat-
ural calamities," said Mr 
Khatiwada.

Considering the 
threat of landslides, 

nine families of Lower 
Yangtey have been shift-
ed to a safer location. 

The locals share that 
if the rain continues, 
the villages of Lower 
Yangtey will continue to 
be at risk of flashfloods 
and landslides. 

Similarly, landslides 
at various places of Yuk-
sam Tashiding constit-

uency have resulted in 
road blockages at vari-
ous places causing traffic 
disruption. Farmers have 
lost their crops and many 
households have been 
endangered and face the 
risk of collapse. 

Three families of La-
bing and two from Lasso 
have been shifted to safer 
locations as their homes 

are at risk of collapse due 
to landslide damage.

Two state highways 
that connect Yuksam 
Tashiding constituency 
with the rest of the con-
stituencies of West dis-
trict have been blocked 
at some places. 

The Legship Tashid-
ing road is blocked near 
the Rangit dam-site 
where a section of the 
road has been washed 
away by a landslide. 
The Pelling-Tashid-
ing state highway is 
blocked near Famrong 
falls due to a landslide. 

It was informed that 
Legship Tashiding road 
restoration work may 
take a long time con-
sidering the severity of 
damages. The constitu-
ency faces risk of being 
completely cut off if the 
restoration work gets 
delayed. 

The Gyalshing Jore-
thang road via Legship 
is also blocked at var-
ious points but con-
nectivity was restored 
by evening by the con-
cerned department.

India's COVID-19 infection tally crosses 42 lakh 
with record single-day spike of 90,802 cases

Will place issue of SLET in 
Nepali in Parliament, says MP

COVID-19 recoveries in India cross 
32 lakh, fatality rate drops to 1.7%

CM holds virtual meeting with 
Jal Shakti Union Minister

SUMMIT REPORT
Gangtok, 07 Sept:

Chief Minister, PS Ta-
mang convened a 

meeting today at Tashil-
ing Secretariat with the 
Union Cabinet Minister, 
Gajendra Singh Shekha-
wat, Ministry of Jal Shakti 
via video conference.  

Rural Development, 
Minister Sonam Lama and 

officials from the Depart-
ment and Public Health 
Engineering (PHE) De-
partment were also pres-
ent during the meeting.

Secretary, Jal Shakti, 
U.P Singh represented 
the Ministry along with 
the Mission Director of 
Jal Jeevan Mission, Gov-
ernment of India. The 
project director present-

ed the progress made by 
the State Government 
under the Mission.

In a Facebook post, 
the CM said that “the 
Union Minister assured us 
that the Jal Jeevan Mission 
will be carried out in the 
State in a swift manner 
and will be completed by 
2022 as per the Govern-
ment of India guidelines.”

SUMMIT REPORT
Gangtok, 07 Sept: 

Nepali Department of 
Nar Bahadur Bhan-

dari Government Degree 
College, Tadong observed 
the Nepali Bhasa Manyata 
Diwas this year through 
the Google Meet platform 
on Monday. The event was 
joined by Lok Sabha MP, 
Indra Hang Subba as the 
chief guest and was also 
joined by NBBGDC Prin-
ciple Dr Bhakta Kunwar 
among other dignitaries 
and participants. 

In his address, the 
chief guest expressed his 
gratitude to the all who 
have struggled for the 
recognition of the Nepali 
language. He also shared 
that he was extremely 
happy and proud to take 
the pledge as MP in Ne-
pali in the Parliament. 

He mentioned that he 

will place the issue of the 
State Level Eligibility Test 
in Nepali in the next ses-
sion of the Parliament.

Mr Subba mentioned 
that the development of 
the language would help 
in serious assessment of 
the community, State and 
culture of that particu-
lar language. He assert-
ed that litterateurs and 
professors can play an 
important role in the de-
velopment and conserva-
tion of the language. He 
urged students and re-
search scholars to follow 
the path show by their 
teachers to work for the 
conservation and devel-
opment of the language.

The release informs 
that the programme was 
also addressed by the 
Principal of the college, 
Dr Bhakta Kunwar. It 
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New Delhi, Sept 07 [PTI]: In-
dia’s COVID-19 tally of cases 
went past 42 lakh with a record 
90,802 people being infected in 
a day, while 32,50,429 people 
have recuperated so far, push-
ing the national recovery rate to 
77.30% on Monday, according to 
the Union Health Ministry data.

The total number of coro-
navirus cases mounted to 
42,04,613, while the death toll 
climbed to 71,642 with 1,016 fa-
talities being reported in a span 
of 24 hours, the data updated at 
8 am showed.

The COVID-19 case fatality 
rate has further declined to 
1.70%.

There are 8,82,542 ac-
tive cases of the infection in 
the country which comprises 
20.99% of the total caseload, 
the data stated.

India’s COVID-19 tally had 
crossed the 20-lakh mark on 
August 7, 30 lakh on August 
23 and it went past 40 lakh on 
September 5.

According to the ICMR, a 
cumulative total of 4,95,51,507 
samples have been tested up to 
September 6 with 7,20,362 sam-
ples being tested on Sunday.

Of the 1,016 fresh deaths, 
328 are from Maharashtra, 95 
from Karnataka, 88 from Tamil 
Nadu, 77 from Uttar Pradesh, 70 
from Andhra Pradesh, 54 from 
Punjab, 52 from West Bengal, 
29 each from Delhi and Madhya 
Pradesh, 25 from Haryana, 24 
from Chhattisgarh and 16 from 
Puducherry.

Fifteen fatalities have been 
reported each from Bihar and 
Rajasthan, 14 each from Guja-
rat and Jammu and Kashmir, 

10 from Kerala, 11 from Uttara-
khand, nine from Telangana, 
eight each from Assam and Odi-
sha, seven each from Jharkhand 
and Goa, five from Tripura, two 
each from Chandigarh and Ma-
nipur, one each from Himachal 
Pradesh and Meghalaya.

Of the total 71,642 deaths, 
Maharashtra has reported the 
maximum at 26,604 followed 
by 7,836 in Tamil Nadu, 6,393 in 
Karnataka, 4,567 in Delhi, 4,417 
in Andhra Pradesh, 3,920 in Ut-
tar Pradesh, 3,562 in West Ben-
gal, 3,105 in Gujarat and 1,862 
in Punjab.

So far, 1,572 people have 
died of COVID-19 in Madhya 
Pradesh, 1,137 in Rajasthan, 
895 in Telangana, 806 in Hary-
ana, 784 in Jammu and Kash-
mir, 750 in Bihar, 546 in Odi-
sha, 469 in Jharkhand, 380 in 

Chhattisgarh, 360 in Assam, 
347 in Kerala and 341 in Ut-
tarakhand.

Puducherry has registered 
314 fatalities, Goa 236, Tripura 
149, Chandigarh 71, Himach-
al Pradesh 55, Andaman and 
Nicobar Islands 50, Manipur 
38, Ladakh 35, Meghalaya 
16, Nagaland 10, Arunachal 
Pradesh eight, Sikkim five and 
Dadra and Nagar Haveli and 
Daman and Diu two.

The health ministry 
stressed that more than 70% 
of the deaths occurred due to 
comorbidities.

“Our figures are being recon-
ciled with the Indian Council of 
Medical Research,” the ministry 
said on its website, adding that 
state-wise distribution of fig-
ures is subject to further verifi-
cation and reconciliation.

Domestic air 
cargo is set to 
get another 
boost in NER
Guwahati, Sept 07: Do-
mestic air cargo is set 
get another boost in the 
Northeast region (NER) 
as most of the airports 
will be having dedicat-
ed freighter services at 
the cargo terminals of 
the Airports Authority 
of India (AAI). Guwahati, 
which is a major air hub 
for transportation and 
business center, will be 
connected to these ser-
vices on all weekdays. 
Apart from this, Imphal 
in Manipur, Aizawl in 
Mizoram, Dimapur in Na-
galand, Agartala in Tripu-
ra and Silchar in Assam 
will get this dedicated 
freighter’s services.

The AAI Cargo lo-
gistics & Allied Services 
Ltd (AAICLAS), has come 
with separate cargo ter-
minals at many Airports
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25 new cases take Sikkim’s 
COVID count to 1939

SUMMIT REPORT
Gangtok, 07 Sept: 

Twenty-nine fresh cases of novel 
coronavirus were reported in the 

State in the 24 hours ending 8 AM Mon-
day, taking the tally of confirmed cases 
recorded so far in Sikkim to 1,939. Of 
these 29 cases, 18 are from East District 
and 11 from West Sikkim. 

Meanwhile, the number of active 
cases in Sikkim stands at 538. The 
figure of the cured & discharged 
COVID-19 patients stands at a reas-
suring 1,396 with 25 more patients 
discharged from isolation centres 
on Sunday. 

The break-up of discharged pa-
tients reveals that eight more from 
STNM hospital, one from SICB Jore-
thang and 16 from ITBP Ray camp 
have made full recoveries and were 
discharged yesterday.

In his daily health bulletin on 
Monday, Health Department State IEC 
Officer, Sonam G Bhutia mentioned 
that RT-PCR testing of 248 samples 
at VRD Lab returned 23 positive cas-
es while two of the 17 samples tested 
by TrueNat were found positive for 
COVID-19. Four people tested positive 
for COVID-19 in rapid antigen testing 
of 17 samples.

In the break-up of new cases found 
in RT-PCR, Mr Bhutia informed that six 

were from the first batch of workers 
brought in by a construction company 
at Begha in Dentam, West Sikkim, and 
five from the second batch of workers 
of another construction company in 
Kyongsa Transit camp. 

He added that two staff members 
of Rhenock CHC, one from IBM Rang-
po, one from Lower Aho, one from 
containment zone below Lemon Tree 
hotel in Sichey, one from Meteorolog-
ical building in Daragaon in Tadong, 
one from a containment zone in Up-
per Sichey, one from near CS Rai Sec-
ondary School in Arithang, one from 
below Ayurvedic Hospital in Gairi 
Gaon, Tadong, two security person-
nel of Samman Bhawan and one from 
Balwakhani also tested positive in RT-
PCR screening.

Mr Bhutia mentioned that one 
person from Vajra area and one per-
son from Gynae ward of STNM hospi-
tal were found positive for COVID-19 
in TrueNat testing. 

He added that a person from Ra-
dong in 32nd Mile and one from 
Rangpo were found positive in 
rapid antigen testing at the Central 
Referral Hospital, Tadong, while 
one staff of Singtam District Hospi-
tal and one from 14th Mile Sangk-
hola area were also reported positive 
for COVID-19 in RAT.

New Delhi, Sept 07 [PTI]: 
The COVID-19 recovery 
rate in India has risen to 
77.31% with 69,564 pa-
tients recuperating from 
the disease in 24 hours 
pushing the total num-
ber of recoveries to 32.5 
lakh, the health ministry 
said on Monday.

The case fatality rate 
has further dropped to 
1.7%, it said.

According to the min-
istry, five states are con-
tributing 60% of the total 
cases with Maharashtra 
at the top accounting for 

21.6% cases, followed 
by Andhra Pradesh with 
11.8%, Tamil Nadu 11%, 
Karnataka 9.5% and Ut-
tar Pradesh 6.3%.

Maharashtra also 
contributed 26.76% of 
the active cases in the 
country, followed by 
Andhra Pradesh 11.30%, 
Karnataka 11.25%, Uttar 
Pradesh 6.98% and Tam-
il Nadu 5.83%.

These five states com-
bined presently contrib-
ute 62% of total active 
cases, the ministry said.

“On a continuous up-

ward trajectory, India’s 
total recovered cases have 
crossed 32.5 lakh today, 
with 69,564 patients be-
ing discharged in the last 
24 hours. This has result-
ed in the recovery rate 
touching 77.31%,” it said 
in a statement.

In the last 24 hours, 
Andhra Pradesh record-
ed the highest recoveries 
at 11,915. Karnataka and 
Maharashtra saw 9,575 
and 7,826 recoveries re-
spectively. Tamil Nadu 
witnessed 5,820 people 
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LAND FOR SALE 
A land measuring an area for  50x32 1/2  at Road-
side just below housing colony is for sale. It is 
just a  one minute walking distance from Namchi 
bazaar taxi stand. Interested party may contact 
9593373387 and 9434406761

LAND FOR SALE 
An area measuring 1 acre at Sadam South Sikkim 
near Loretto Convent School at Gupti road. Price 
negotiable any one interested can contact:

78640-04501,62970-03235, 98320-48410

~ SummitTIMES ~
CLASSIFIEDS
LAND FOR SALE

Two plots available – 30X40 sq ft and 50X30 sq ft
Junkeri Dara, Samlik Marchak

Price negotiable 
Contact : 6296366498, 

9641878315, 9593262407

FOR RENT 
Two and half storeyed (1st to 3rd floor) com-
plex is available for rent in the heart of Ranipool 
Baazar (Opposite UCO Bank). The building area 
is 35’x60’ appx. in each floor and is fit for offic-
es, shopping complexes, guest houses, banks etc. 
Contact: 8509755220, 8348007688.

GENERAL LAND FOR SALE
 

General roadside land for sale measuring 30 by 
45 square feet near smile land below apica gar-
den . Contact no.7797885351/9733538899.

Building for sale 
A two storey building constructed on plot area 
50×40 ft. Situated at Upper Phong near Phong SS 
, South Sikkim is on sale. Cost Rs 60 Lakhs (Ne-
gotiable ). Interested may contact : 8145829309, 
7864937800, 9749897695.

recuperating from the disease and Uttar Pradesh 
4,779 recoveries during the same period, it said.

“These five states together contributed 57% of the 
recoveries in the last 24 hours,” the health ministry said.

It said various calibrated and focussed actions un-
dertaken within the umbrella strategy of ‘test, track 
and treat’ have enabled early identification of cases 
through aggressive and wide-scale testing.

“Better ambulance services and seamless point-
to-point management of patients to facilitate their 
timely hospitalisation before their health deteriorates 
has led to a high number of COVID-19 patients recov-
ering and being discharged from the hospitals,” the 
ministry said.

It further said supervised isolation in homes and 
facility settings, following effective standard of care 
protocol, have hugely aided in the recovery of mild 
and moderate cases.

India’s COVID-19 tally of cases went past 42 lakh On 
Monday with a record 90,802 people being infected in a 
day, according to the Union health ministry data.

The total number of coronavirus cases mounted to 
42,04,613, while the death toll climbed to 71,642 with 
1,016 fatalities being reported in 24 hours, the data 
updated at 8 am showed.

COVID-19 recoveries...

is added that the programme has also witnessed poem 
recitations by students.

Earlier, the programme started with the welcome ad-
dress by Nepali Department head, Dr Geeta Niroula. The 
programme, which was conducted by assistant profes-
sor Dr Tek Bahadur Chettri, was concluded with the vote 
of thanks by assistant professor, Dr Sarda Chettri.

Will place...

Including Guwahati, Imphal, Agartala, Silchar while 
some are being simultaneously operational along 
with the passenger terminals as per the rules by the 
regulatory authorities.

The new services of dedicated air cargo flights are 
being started by the domestic low cost carrier Spicejet 
as SpiceXpress. Through this, it is bringing North East 
India closer on the map as it is starting dedicated air 
cargo services in the region which will connect all the 
major airports together. This will open larger scope 
for trade and commerce besides bringing closer the 
farmers, manufactures and traders. The cargo routes 
have been connected from Kolkata, stated a release.

As per the latest information, the cargo services 
of Spicejet- SpiceXpress will be available on all week 
days on the sectors of Kolkata-Imphal and Kolkata-Gu-
wahati. The sector of Kolkata-Aizawl connecting Aiza-
wl-Dimapur-Guwahati will be available on Day 1 & 3 
every week.

Agartala will get cargo services from Kolkata on 
Week-Day 2, 4 & 5 of every week and will connect 
Agartala-Guwahati-Kolkata sector. And Silchar in As-
sam will get similar services from Kolkata connecting 
Silchar-Guwahati-Kolkata on Week Day 6 & 7.

These destinations will be covered as air cargo 
stations which will promote local produce and help 
farmers in generating larger income opening wider 
scope for their products. Air cargo is preferred mode 
of transportation in Northeast due its geographical lo-
cation and topography. Also, the products are mostly 
perishable in nature which has to be transported in 
time bound manner. With this, regular export of lo-
cal products and commodities are expected to boost 
trade and commerce in the Region, the release added. 
(Courtesy: The Sentinel)

Domestic air...

SBJM contributes Rs 2 
lakh to CM’s Relief Fund

Dzongu MLA visits Mangan 
hospital following complaints

NHIDCL clears road 
blocks along NH10 

SKM team visits Rorathang and Rhenock

GVC Dentam students 
to press for demands

Kolkata doctors provide free online 
consultation to patients of generic ailments

Kolkata, Sep 7 (PTI): 
In an initiative by the In-
dian Medical Association 
(IMA) and the Kolkata 
Municipal Corporation 
(KMC), 40 specialist doc-
tors in the city are offer-
ing free consultation over 
video calls to patients of 
generic diseases.

IMA state chapter 
secretary Santanu Sen 
told PTI that patients 
can make online appoint-
ments and consult the 

best doctors in the field.
"The initiative was 

launched on September 
5 as non- COVID patients 
needing immediate at-
tention were not able to 
visit the doctors due to 
the pandemic situation. 
We started with 35 spe-
cialist doctors and the 
number rose to 40 on 
September 6. We aim to 
reach the figure of 100 
soon," he said.

KMC Mayor and Ur-

ban Development and 
Municipal Affairs Min-
ister Firhad Hakim has 
tweeted: "KMC in coali-
tion with @IMAIndiaOrg 
has come up with a 
unique initiative.

"Due to COVID-19, we 
are reluctant to visit doc-
tors for generic illnesses & 
through this initiative, cit-
izens can get hassle-free 
consultation by the city's 
best doctors from safety 
of their homes via video 

call https://t.co/DUiH8X-
maJE.

Visit our website 
https://t.co/yafzENa4ai 
to book your appoint-
ment now," he added.

Once a doctor pro-
vides consultation to a 
patient and prescribes a 
line of treatment, there 
will be an official confir-
mation of it, which can 
be the patient's reference 
for treatment in the fu-
ture, Sen said.

SUMMIT REPORT
Gangtok, 07 Sept:

Sikkim Bihari Jagran 
Manch has contribut-

ed Rs 2 lakh to the Chief 
Minister's Relief Fund.

SBJM Central Com-
mittee president, Swam-
inath Prasad, expressed 
his heartfelt gratitude to 
the government for open-
ing all the markets of the 
state government in the 
interest of the public and 
businesses as long-term 
market shutdown caused 

has badly affected busi-
ness communities and 
consumers.

He mentioned that 
COVID-19 is still going 
to remain and everyone 
must follow the state 
government's protocol 
more strictly. He has ap-
pealed to every business-
man to use face masks 
while sitting in shops, 
keep sanitizers in every 
shop, maintain social 
distance and wash hands 
regularly.

WANGCHUK BHUTIA
Mangan, 07 Sept: 

MLA Dzongu cum Advisor Power 
Department, Pintso Namgyal 

Lepcha along with the councilors of 
Mangan Nagar Panchayat today vis-
ited the District Hospital Mangan as 
there have been several complaints 
from the people of North Sikkim that 
the District Hospital is not being able 
to cater its services to the people.   

Despite all the specialists provid-
ed in the Hospital, most of the doctors 
are not coming to the hospital and are 
stationed in Gangtok, the public in-
formed. The North District is in dire 
need of Gynaecologist, pediatrician 
and medicine specialists.  

The District Hospital is only pro-
viding basic care and most patients 
are being referred to STNM Hospital 
Gangtok, the public rued.  

SUMMIT REPORT
Gangtok, 07 Sept:

A team headed by Ad-
visor, Inchung Bhut-

ia, Santosh Kumar Prad-
han along with Chair-
persons, Sonam Sherpa 
and Karma Tashi Bhu-
tia, SKM general secre-
tary (Press & Media), 
Bum Tshering Yonzon 
visited Rorathang and 
Constituency Level Party 
office at Rhenock, East 
Sikkim today, a press re-
lease informs.

The newly appoint-
ed Advisors and Chair-
persons were accorded 
warm welcome by party 
workers, it adds.

A short and small 
interaction session was 

held in Rhenock SKM of-
fice with party workers 
following the COVID-19 
protocols. During the in-
teractive session, Chair-
man (Sikkim Housing 
Board), Karma Tashi 
Bhutia talked about 
the SKM Government's 
achievements and initia-
tives. He also highlighted 

SKM Government's pro-
grammes and policies for 
Sikkimese people. 

Similarly, Advisor, 
Inchung Bhutia and CLC 
President, DB Chettri 
also addressed the pro-
gramme which was par-
ticipated by CLC exec-
utives and other party 
workers.

SUMMIT REPORT
Gangtok, 07 Sept:

Students of Govern-
ment Vocational Col-

lege (GVC) Dentam have 
decided to start a series 
of activities from 12 Sept 
to press for their demands 
regarding the develop-
ment of the college.

In a press release, 
they have stated that GVC 
Dentam is the lone voca-
tional college of the State 
and since its establish-
ment in 2017 has not had 
a permanent building, 
library, lab, internet or 
other basic facilities. The 
college is being run in a 
rented building and the 
first batch of students is 
ready to graduate.

GVC Dentam provides 
education for Bachelor 
courses only and there 
is no option for the stu-
dents to study Master’s 
course in the state. 

The Students Repre-
sentatives Council (SRC) 
of the college has submit-
ted their demands to the 

department and people’s 
representatives includ-
ing the Chief Minister 
and Education Minister 
a number of times both 
during the previous Gov-
ernment and the present 
Government as well. 

Despite receiving as-
surance verbally from 
the Chief Minister, Educa-
tion Minister and others, 
there has not been any 
progress on the ground, 
the release states. 

The main demands 
of the students are: Post 
Graduate course (MVoc) 
to be started within Sik-
kim; Permanent campus 
for Govt vocational col-
lege Dentam; Facilities as 
well as financial supports 
for adequate training and 
On-the-job training (OJT), 
mandatory field trip, in-
ternship, workshop and 
industrial visits etc to the 
students of all the depart-
ments; and Laboratory, li-
brary, college bus, internet 
facilities to be provided to 
the college.

SUMMIT REPORT
Gangtok, 07 Sept:

National Highways 
and Infrastructure 

Development Corpora-
tion Limited [NHIDCL] 
has informed in a press 
release that NH10 was 
cleared at Bardang and 
near Singtam by a team 
led by new GM NHIDCL, 
Shankar Bhowmik and 
site engineer, Bisant Raj.

Heavy rain last night 
had blocked NH10 at 
different places and the 

major disruption was at 
Bardang and a spot near 
Singtam.

The Chief Secretary 
of Sikkim was also at the 
location as he was on the 
way to Bagdogra. He ap-
preciated the NHIDCL’s 
efforts, the release men-
tions.

NHIDCL has said that 
SDM Rangpo, police offi-
cials and Forest officials 
worked together to clear 
the road for traffic in a 
few hours. 

Another Odisha minister 
tests positive for COVID-19

Bhubaneswar, Sep 7 
(PTI): Odisha minister 
of tourism and culture, 
JP Panigrahi, on Monday 
said he has tested pos-
itive for COVID-19 and 
was undergoing home 
isolation.

Panigrahi is the 
fourth minister in the 
state to have contracted 
the disease. Earlier, high-
er education minister 
Arun Kumar Sahoo, rural 
development minister 
Susant Singh and textile 
minister Padmini Dian 
were diagnosed with the 

disease. The minister re-
quested people who have 
come in contact with him 
recently to isolate them-
selves.

"Mid March'20 on-
wards doing public and 
official works.

Not missed a day. 
Tried hard during this 
pandemic, people don't 
feel alone and worked as 
desired by Hon'ble CM. 
Finally, COVID-19 caught 
hold of me. Who're in 
my contacts in last 7 
days, please isolate," 
the Simulia MLA said on 

Twitter. Twenty-one 
legislators in the state 
have so far contracted 
the disease.

In July, BJP MLA from 
Nilgiri, Sukanta Kumar 
Nayak, became the first 
legislator in the coastal 
state to test positive for 
the infection.

Three Lok Sabha MPs 
-- BJP's Suresh Pujari 
from Bargarh and BJD's 
Manjulata Mandal from 
Bhadrak and Ramesh 
Chandra Majhi from Na-
barangpur -- were diag-
nosed with the disease.

BJP doesn't support Kangana's 
statement, says Fadnavis

Mumbai, Sep 7 (PTI): Ac-
tor Kangana Ranaut had 
made a wrong statement, 
but it is the responsibili-
ty of the government to 
protect her in the land 
of law, senior BJP leader 
Devendra Fadnavis said 
here on Monday.

He said even terror-
ists have to be provided 
security in the land of 
law to see they are not at-
tacked, whereas Ranaut 
is still an artist.

The actress has been 
given Y-plus category 
security by the Union 
Home ministry after she 
spoke about drug use 
in Bollywood, following 
the death of fellow actor 
Sushant Singh Rajput. 

Fadnavis, however, said 
the BJP did not support 
Ranaut's comments, in 
which the actress had lik-
ened Mumbai to Pakistan 
occupied Kashmir (PoK).

"It is the responsibil-
ity of the government to 
protect the life of an indi-
vidual. Hence, though we 
are not supporting what 
Kangana Ranaut said, 
and nobody will support 
it, still it is the responsi-
bility of the government 
(to protect her).

"Because we are not 
living in Banana repub-
lic," the Leader of Op-
position in the Legisla-
tive Assembly told re-
porters outside Vidhan 
Bhavan here.

Delhi Metro 
resumes 
services with 
strict safety 
measures 
after 169-day 
COVID hiatus
New Delhi, Sep 7 (PTI): 
The Delhi Metro re-
sumed services with 
curtailed operations on 
the Yellow Line on Mon-
day after being closed 
for over five months due 
to the COVID-19 pan-
demic, as both the DMRC 
and the commuters trod 
with caution amid the 
new normal in the rapid 
transport system.

The trains will op-
erate in batches of four-
hour each from 7-11 am 
in the morning and 4-8 
pm in the evening, offi-
cials said.

The services resumed 
at 7 am with strict safe-
ty and social distancing 
measures in place. The 
first trains left from Sa-
maypur Badli station to 
HUDA City Centre station 
and simultaneously from 
HUDA City Centre to Sa-
maypur Badli, a senior 
official of DMRC said.

"We are on our way. 
It's been 169 days since 
we've seen you! Travel re-
sponsibly and commute 
if it's only necessary. 
#MetroBackOnTrack," 
the DMRC tweeted and 
posted a video clip of the 
first train leaving HUDA 
City Centre

No stations on the 
Yellow Line were closed 
as none is in proximity 
to any containment zone, 
the official said.

As the day began, 
some riders wearing pro-
tective masks were seen 
entering the premises of 
key stations like Kash-
mere Gate and Hauz Khas 
on the Yellow Line, which 
connects Samyapur Bad-
li in Delhi to HUDA City 
Centre in Gurgaon.

"A few happy faces 
from our first journey af-
ter more than 5 months. 
#MetroBackOnTrack," 
the DMRC said in anoth-
er tweet and posted pic-
tures of some commut-
ers wearing masks inside 
train coaches.

On the station prem-
ises, passengers were 
permitted to enter the 
concourse only after 
temperature checks with 
thermal guns and saniti-
sation of hands.

Hundreds of Delhi 
Metro ground staff and 
Central Industrial Se-
curity Force personnel 
wore face shields, masks 
and gloves as preventive 
measures against the 
pathogen.

The Home Minis-
try had recently issued 
guidelines allowing met-
ro services in the country 
to resume operations in 
a graded manner, follow-
ing which the Delhi Metro 
Rail Corporation (DMRC) 
had said it would be done 
in three stages from Sep-
tember 7-12.
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JOB OPPORTUNITY
A walk in interview for one post of Senior Research Fellow 
for the Intensive Siri Cattle Breeding Area, Pokhari, West Sik-
kim purely on contract basis for a period of one year under 
the National Project on Bovine Breeding will be held on 21st 
September 2020, at 11.30 am at the office of Sikkim Livestock 
Development Board, Animal Husbandry Complex, Deorali. 
Candidates are required to bring testimonials in original, one 
set of attested copies of testimonials and one passport size 
colour photograph with complete application, at the time of 
interview.

Candidates should be present for verification of testimoni-
als at 10.30 am on the 21st September 2020.

The details of educational qualification received, experience 
and remuneration are shown below:-
Name of the Post:-   Senior Research Fellow(SRF)
Education Qualification:-  B.V.SC & AH graduate from   
    recognized University.

Candidates with MVSC (Animal Breeding & Genetic) will be 
given preference.

REMUNERATION: Rs.35,000/-per month.
AGE: Candidates should not have attained the age of 40 

years as on 21.09.2020.
Sd/-

Chief Executive Officer,
Sikkim Livestock Development Board. 

R.O. 63/IPR/Pub/Classi./20-21 dt. 04.09.2020

SMU awards PhD degree Rashtriya Poshan Maah launched 
Gangtok, 07 Sept (IPR): 
The launch of Rashtriya 
Poshan Maah was held 
at the conference hall of 
Social Justice and Wel-
fare Department today. 
Secretary, Information 
and Public Relations De-
partment, Namrata Tha-
pa was the chief guest. 
The function also had 
the presence of Principal 
Director, ICDS, SJ&WD, 
Phuchung Bhutia, Joint 
Director, Health Depart-
ment, Anita Bhutia, along 
with the officials and 
staff of Social Justice and 
Welfare Department.

The function was 
held with an objective 
to encourage people’s 
participation for ad-
dressing malnutrition 
amongst young children 
and women with target-
ed approach to ensure 
health and nutrition and 
attaining a malnutrition 
free India.

The Rashtriya Poshan 
Maah (Prime Minister’s 
Overreaching Scheme 
for Holistic Nutrition) is 
being celebrated during 
the entire month of Sep-
tember 2020. This year’s 
Rashtriya Poshan Maah 
is themed as “Togeth-
er towards Kuposhan 
Mukth Bharat”.

Speaking on the oc-
casion, Secretary IPR, 
Namrata Thapa stated 
that health is the most 
important aspect in one's 
life and added that much 
importance should be 
given to the diet in order 
to lead a healthy life. She 
stated that Poshan (nu-
trition) is very important 
for women in different 
age group and added that 
no target group is left out 
and deprived of essen-
tial nutrition. She drew 
attention towards the 
important role played 
by nutrition in helping 
children and students to 
attain their optimum po-
tential.

She mentioned that 
the Government has 
adopted various pro-
grammes and activities 
to set up kitchen gar-
dens in all the districts 
and added that much 
stress should be given 
on boosting production 
of nutritious vegetables 
that help in boosting the 
immunity of women and 
children.

She added that IPR 
Department will fully 
render support and pro-
vide all the assistance 
in disseminating infor-
mation and sensitising 

public regarding the 
importance of Poshan 
Abhiyaan through vari-
ous platforms like digital, 
print and electronic.

During the occasion, 
she specifically point-
ed out that the scheme 
should reach out to all 
the households to im-
prove health indicators 
in the State and further 
sought wide participa-
tion of the male mem-
ber in order to make 
the programme a huge 
success. She encouraged 
all the stakeholders to 
work collectively for this 
noble cause and making 
the State and the country 
kuposhan mukth Bharat 
(Malnutrition free India).

Speaking on the occa-
sion, Principal Director, 
ICDS, SJ&WD, Phuchung 
Bhutia highlighted on 
the aims, objectives of 
Poshan Abhiyaan and 
major measures taken 
by the Department in 
implementing the Posh-
an Maah. He urged upon 
inter departmental con-
vergence for the success 
of the mission. 

He further highlight-
ed on the four pillars of 
Poshan Abhiyaan which 
included Inter-sectoral 
convergence for better 

service delivery, use of 
technology (ICT) for 
real time growth mon-
itoring and tracking of 
women and children, in-
tensified health and nu-
trition services for the 
first 1000 days.

He added that imple-
mentation of the scheme 
would be based on in-
tense monitoring and 
convergence of various 
action plans right upto 
the grass root level.  He 
further mentioned that 
the Abhiyaan targets 
to address malnour-
ishment and anaemia 
among young children, 
women and adolescent 
girls and to reduce low 
birth weight.

Joint Director, Health 
Department Dr Anita 
Bhutia in her presenta-
tion highlighted on Se-
vere Acute Malnutrition 
(SAM).  She also pre-
sented a brief report and 
assessment on National 
Family Health Survey 
and provided extended 
information on popula-
tion, health and nutri-
tion, with an emphasis 
on women and young 
children.

During the 
programme, an 
ICDS-CAS(Common Ap-

plication Software) was 
launched to strengthen 
the objectives of ICDS  
by the Chief Guest and 
other dignitaries.

Earlier, a Poshan 
pledge was also adminis-
tered by the Chief Guest 
towards making a mal-
nutrition free India.

Later, a press confer-
ence was also convened 
to highlight essential 
components and dis-
seminate valuable infor-
mation for effective im-
plementation of Poshan 
Abhiyaan. Major activi-
ties such as identification 
and tracking of children 
with severe acute malnu-
trition, plantation drives 
for promotion of kitchen 
gardens in ICDS centres, 
child nutrition and dig-
ital Poshan Panchayat 
which will be carried 
out  in coordination 
with line departments 
was also highlighted. 
It was also informed 
during the press brief-
ing that an array of ac-
tivities will be carried 
out during the month 
long programme which 
also includes online 
competitions like paint-
ing and essay writing for 
the students of Schools 
and Colleges.

SUMMIT REPORT
Gangtok, 07 Sep:

Sikkim Manipal Univer-
sity (SMU) has award-

ed Doctorate of Philos-
ophy (PhD) in Medical 
Microbiology to Preety 
Choudhary, a research 
fellow under Govern-
ment of India proposed 
DBT project 2019 and 
co-investigator of TMA 
Pai Major Grant Project 
2020 from the Depart-
ment of Microbiology, 
Sikkim Manipal insti-
tute of Medical Sciences 
(SMIMS) under SMU, a 
press release informs.

Choudhary defend-

ed her thesis “Study of 
MDR and XDR TB by real 
time PCR in patients of 
Pulmonary tuberculo-
sis diagnosed by IGRA 
and/or fluorescence 
microscopy” on the 
recommendation of the 
Board of University of 
Sikkim Manipal Univer-
sity in the open defence 
Viva–Voice Examination 
conducted on the 13 
Aug, 2020, through On-
line Video Conferencing 
mode (Microsoft Team) 
involving expert ex-
aminer from a Foreign 
University.

She pursued her re-

search work under the 
Supervision of Prof & 
Ex-HOD, (Dr) TSK Singh, 
Department of Microbi-
ology, Sikkim Manipal in-
stitute of Medical Scienc-
es; Prof & HOD, (Dr) Luna 
Adhikari, Department of 
Microbiology, Sikkim Ma-
nipal institute of Medical 
Sciences and Prof and 
HOD, (Dr) Parvati Nandy, 
Department of Medicine, 
Sikkim Manipal institute 
of Medical Sciences. 

The Doctorate of Phi-
losophy will be awarded 
to her during the 20th 
Convocation of Sikkim 
Manipal University.

Rashtriya Poshan Maah 
launched in South Sikkim

Namchi, 07 Sept (IPR): 
The launch of District 
Level Rashtriya Posh-
an Maah under Posh-
an Abhiyan Scheme for 
South District was ob-
served at the District 
Administrative Centre in 
Namchi today. The pro-
gramme was organised 
by Social Justice and Wel-
fare Department (ICDS). 

The inaugural event 
was graced by SDM (HQ), 
Chiran Rizal as the chief 
guest. The programme 
had the presence of CDPO 
(Namchi), Laxman Ta-
mang, Nutrition Inspec-
tor, Sophia Lepcha along 
with ICDS supervisors, 
anganwadi workers and 
the staff of concerned de-
partment. 

Addressing the gath-
erings, SDM (HQ), Chiran 
Rizal urged the angan-
wadi workers to work 
collectively in order to 
achieve the objectives of 
Poshan Abhiyan Scheme 
and emphasized to car-
ry the message of nutri-

tional diet among masses 
especially in grassroot 
level. He also stressed on 
the importance of nutri-
tional supplements for 
lactating mothers which 
is crucial stage for the 
proper mental and 
physical development of 
the child.

During the course of 
programme, highlighting 
the importance and ob-
jectives of Poshan Maah, 
CDPO (Namchi), Laxman 
Tamang also drew light 
upon the decision to cel-
ebrate the month of Sep-
tember as the National 
Nutrition Month. He also 
encouraged the workers 
to work with the same 
spirit and dedication in 

unified efforts in order 
to attain malnutrition 
free India. He requested 
the ICDS supervisors to 
make use of free spaces 
of their ICDS compounds 
so that seasonal fruits 
and vegetables can be 
grown which can fur-
ther cater to fulfill the 
purpose of complete nu-
tritional diet at their re-
spective centres. 

It may be mentioned 
here that owing to the 
COVID-19 pandemic, this 
year the Poshan Maah 
Celebration will include 
array of activities such 
as Essay, Drawing and 
Painting competition in 
close co-ordination with 
Education Department.

Sindhu agrees to compete 
in Thomas and Uber Cup

New Delhi, Sep 7 (PTI): 
Reigning world champi-
on P V Sindhu has agreed 
to compete in next 
month's Thomas and 
Uber Cup after deciding 
to pull out of the event 
earlier due to personal 
reasons, national fed-
eration's president Hi-
manta Biswa Sarma said 
on Monday.

"I have requested @
Pvsindhu1 to join the 
team as we have a fa-
vourable draw and have 
the best chance to take 
a shot at a medal at the 
ThomasUberCup," Bad-
minton Association of 
India (BAI) chief Biswa 
Sarma tweeted.

"She has agreed and 

will prepone her fami-
ly function so that she 
can be part of the In-
dian Team and play for 
the country."

The Indian women's 
team has been clubbed 
with 14-time winners 
China, France and Ger-
many in Group D while 
the men's side has been 
placed in Group C along-
side 2016 champions 
Denmark, Germany and 
Algeria in the draw. Both 
the men's and women's 
teams are seeded fifth in 
the tournament.

The prestigious tour-
nament, to be held in in 
Aarhus, Denmark from 
October 3 to 11, was 
originally scheduled to 

be held from May 16-24 
but was postponed to 
August 15-23 before fi-
nally being rescheduled 
for October due to the 
COVID-19 pandemic.

No tournament has 
been held since BWF 
shut down the World 
Tour and other sanc-
tioned tournaments fol-
lowing the completion 
of the All-England in 
March due to the global 
health crisis.

The BAI has shortlist-
ed 26 Indian shuttlers 
for the national camp 
which has begun at P 
Gopichand academy in 
Hyderabad and the the fi-
nal team selection will be 
done on September 17.

Passengers try to enter Virar 
railway station premises

Mumbai, Sep 7 (PTI): Agitated over delayed ar-
rival of public transport buses at Virar depot in 
Palghar district of Maharashtra, hundreds of pas-
sengers on Monday tried to enter the premises of 
Virar railway station, which is part of the Mum-
bai suburban network, a GRP official said. This is 
the second such incident in the past two days and 
third in the last two months.

The Government Railway Police (GRP) official 
said passengers gathered at the entrance of the 
railway station this morning and demanded they 
be allowed to travel on suburban local trains in 
the absence of public transport buses.

The official said passengers were angry as 
buses got delayed due to traffic snarls. "The pas-
sengers dispersed after some time after buses 
arrived at the depot and some extra buses were 
arranged," he said.

The GRP, with the help of Railway Protection 
Force and city police, stopped passengers at the 
station entrance itself and did not allow them to 
enter the station premises.

On Saturday night, some passengers had at-
tempted to enter suburban Borivali railway sta-
tion due to unavailability of state buses outside 
the station. On July 22, passengers had staged a 
rail roko protest demanding they be allowed to 
travel on suburban trains, currently being operat-
ed only for people employed in essential services, 
in view of the COVID-19 pandemic.

Kerala records 1648 
COVID-19 cases, 12 fatalities
Thiruvananthapuram, Sep 7 (PTI): A day after 
the state reported the highestever single day 
spike in COVID-19 cases, Kerala on Monday re-
ported just 1,648 cases and 12 more fatalities, 
taking the infection count to 89,488 and death 
toll to 359.

According to a health department bulletin, 
2,246 patients were discharged today, taking the 
total cured in the state to 67,001.

State healthminister K K Shailja said out 
of the new cases, 29 came from abroad, 54 
from otherstates, while 1,495 contracted 
the disease through their contacts. Out of 
the infected today, sources of 112 are yet 
to be identified and 61 health workers are 
also among those who have contracted the 
infection.

The state had yesterday recorded 3,082 fresh 
COVID-19 cases, its biggest ever daily spike.

"Currently 22,066 persons are under treat-
ment in the state for COVID-19.

At least 2,00,651 persons are under obser-
vation in the state while 18,130 are in isolation 
wards across the state," the release said. The state 
had tested 20,215 samples in the last 24 hours.

Among the districts, Kannur today reported 
260 positive cases, the highest in the state, fol-
lowed by Thiruvananthapuram with 253 cases 
and Malappuram 187.

Kottayam has 154 cases, Kasaragod reported 
134 cases, Ernakulam 130, Thrissur 128, Palak-
kad 118, Kozhikode 103, Alappuzha 78, Kollam 
71, Pathanamthitta 24, while Idukki and Wayanad 
have four cases each.

Eight regions have been removed from the 
category of

hotspots and currently there are 575 hotspots 
in the state.
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WRITE US: 
Readers are invited to comment on, criticise, run 
down, even appreciate if they like something in 
this paper. Letters carrying abusive/ indecorous 
language and personal attacks, except when 
against people responsible in this newspaper 
(who are fair game), will have to be ignored. 
Letters which carry forward a conversation or 
initiate a dialogue will command immediate 
attention and receive prominence.  Mail us at: 
news@summittimes.com

Instigate Involvement 
to Move Things Along

People are not echo-chambers, they need 
to disagree to refine their arguments

The region is embarrassingly pliant despite its claims 
to be otherwise. Diktats run without challenge and 

obviously dimwitted blunderings accepted without 
question as celebrations of strong and decisive leader-
ship. In 1775, a full sixty years before Darjeeling passed 
from Sikkim into the hands of the East India Company, 
Samuel Johnson, the British man of letters and political 
thinker, famously said, “Patriotism is the last resort of 
scoundrels”. Of course, he was not belittling patriotism, 
just indicting false patriotism, a dodge that seems to 
have held superficial pride in good stead for close to two 
and a half centuries now, replacing patriotism with false 
nationalism or ethnic and cultural chauvinism. Invoke 
this call, and everything falls in line. Sikkim routinely 
does this with Article 371F, Old Laws and local protec-
tion and Darjeeling reverts to it with Gorkhaland. 

Each one of these issues strikes a strong emotion-
al chord with the target audience, and when emotions 
come into the mix, rationality gets pushed aside. This 
does not mean that the issues mentioned in themselves 
are trivial, but by demanding unquestioning abidance to 
every call fired from the shoulders of these issues reduc-
es them to the status of props, and the people into fol-
lowers. This militates against every aspect of democ-
racy which requires consensus to be earned, not dic-
tated, where differences of opinion are respected, not 
browbeaten into submission or mocked into oblivion 
and where people are encouraged to build social con-
tracts, not erect walls. But one sees too much of fixat-
ed positions being taken, with people being pulled into 
a vortex of division.

Irrespective of how the leaders will want to spin it, 
fact remains that in these parts people have not been re-
acting enough, they have been following directions and 
falling in line. Unfortunately, obedience is not involve-
ment, and democracy requires involvement, and genu-
ine involvement is a commitment born from discussion 
and debate. 

How much of that have we seen in these parts?
But that is not how things should remain. Apart from 

being unhealthy for democracy and its people, it is also 
undesirable for issues of importance to be only superfi-
cially addressed and deeper involvements not explored. 
For that to happen, democracy needs to be more vigor-
ously institutionalized. Democracy requires its citizens 
to remain involved, critical and demanding. Extracting 
an emotional response which brings them to the streets 
or withdrawn into cliques for short bursts of protesting 
is the easy part, to convince them when the emotions 
have abated and the realities of living returned, that they 
are free and empowered with equal rights, is where the 
challenge begins. 

Mindsets groomed on feudal control cannot be shak-
en away just with the knowledge that democracy is avail-
able. That takes a sustained process of confidence-build-
ing, encouragement, even hand-holding and nurturing. 

It is also not enough to just tell the people that they 
are free and then expect them to start behaving like 
free and responsible citizens. In fact, people should be 
egged to dissent and disagree because these reactions 
have been in very short supply of late even though these 
are emotional contributions necessary for a democracy 
to evolve. Politics and politicking in the region has re-
inforced supremacy of the leaders over the people, and 
if real participatory democracy is to be institutionalized 
from the grassroots upwards, people need to be proac-
tively instigated to challenge, argue and demand. That 
will make them realize they have a voice and a role be-
yond raising slogans and participating in rallies. Then, 
the people will also become involved and be free with 
support and become pragmatic participants of the de-
cision-making process. Then, maybe, the issues which 
have been flogged without resolution will receive the 
plans and processes which will push them out of the rut. 

People are not echo-chambers for leaders, they have 
enough hanger-ons for that; people need to be more than 
passive recipients of information and orders for their is-
sues and movements to stay the course and stay true.

Why the Gulf Monarchies Have Survived

Ethics must not be ignored when 
testing COVID-19 vaccines

CHARLES WEIJER
theconversation.com

The grassroots organization 1Day 
Sooner has been asking people 

to indicate their willingness to vol-
unteer for human challenge studies 
of COVID-19. Challenge studies, in 
which healthy people are intention-
ally exposed to infection, may, they 
believe, speed vaccine development.

1Day Sooner reports that more 
than 35,000 people from 160 coun-
tries, including Canada, are ready to 
volunteer to be exposed to COVID-19.

But should we let them?
Many find the idea of human chal-

lenge studies surprising. Why would 
scientists want to expose healthy vol-
unteers to an infectious disease? One 
reason is to efficiently conduct a pre-
liminary test of a new vaccine.

In a vaccine challenge study, par-
ticipants are given either a new vac-
cine or a placebo and then deliber-
ately exposed to the infectious agent. 
If fewer people who were given the 
vaccine become ill compared to the 
placebo group, we have preliminary 
evidence the vaccine works.

Challenge studies stand tradi-
tional clinical trials on their head. In 
a clinical trial, the patient receives a 
novel treatment that may improve 
her medical condition. There are 
risks from experimental treatment, 
but those risks are offset by the pros-
pect of direct benefit to the patient.

Challenge studies, by contrast, 
deliberately seek to make healthy 
volunteers sick and offer no prospect 
of direct benefit. Because challenge 
studies do not benefit volunteers, we 
limit the risk to which they may be 
exposed for scientific ends.

ETHICAL RESEARCH
Can we ethically conduct a vac-

cine challenge study involving 
COVID-19? According to current ethi-
cal guidelines, published in 2016 and 
on which I served as co-author, the 
ethical permissibility of challenge 
studies entails a range of require-
ments, including a compelling scien-
tific rationale, minimization of risks 
to participants and detailed informed 
consent ethical guidelines for human 
challenge studies.

A key provision requires that “vol-
unteers will under no circumstances 
be exposed to the risks of irreversible, 
incurable or possibly fatal infections.” 
And while challenge studies were 
used to develop vaccines for cholera 
and malaria, this research was per-
missible because there are drugs that 
reliably cure both illnesses.

But the proposal to conduct chal-
lenge studies of COVID-19 fails to sat-
isfy this key ethical requirement. The 
mortality rate for COVID-19 in Can-
ada is 7.3 per cent. Even if challenge 
studies were restricted to adults in 
their 20s, the risk of death is 0.03 per 
cent, or about one in 3,000 patients.

While the primary impact of 
COVID-19 appears to be on the lungs, 
it is now clear that the disease af-
fects many organs, leaving some pa-
tients with lasting disabilities. As yet, 
there is no curative treatment for 
COVID-19.

CHALLENGING ETHICS
Researchers have argued that 

we ought to change widely accepted 
ethical standards to allow COVID-19 
challenge studies, claiming that chal-
lenge studies could greatly speed the 
development of a COVID-19 vaccine 
and, as a consequence, “the savings 

in human lives could be in the thou-
sands or conceivably millions.”

In a recent TED talk, bioethicist 
Nir Eyal claims that the threshold for 
permissible risk in challenge studies 
is too low. We allow adults to donate a 
kidney to a person in need of a trans-
plant even though this involves a risk 
of death of one in 3,000 to the donor.

Why not allow healthy volunteers 
to agree to similar risks in a COVID-19 
challenge study?

MOVING FORWARD SAFELY
Neither of these arguments is 

compelling. There are reasons to 
doubt that COVID-19 challenge stud-
ies would in fact give us a vaccine 
sooner. One or two years of develop-
ment is typically required before a 
challenge study with a new infectious 
agent can proceed. For COVID-19, sci-
entists would need to standardize the 
viral strain and determine a dose that 
reproducibly causes mild disease but 
does not cause severe disease.

Meanwhile, standard avenues of 
vaccine research and development 
are proceeding quickly. More than 160 
vaccine candidates have been identi-
fied, of which 30 are now being tested 
in human clinical trials. Two vaccine 
trials are enrolling thousands of volun-
teers in Brazil, South Africa, the United 
Kingdom and the United States.

Philip Dormitzer, chief scientific 
officer at Pfizer Vaccines Research 
and Development recently comment-
ed: “I think we can probably be faster 
by taking these vaccines forward and 
testing them in a conventional way.”

PRESERVING TRUST
What of the claim that the thresh-

old for permissible risk in challenge 
studies is too low? Here the argu-
ment relies on an analogy between 

donating a kidney and participating 
in a vaccine challenge study. This as-
sumes the two cases are comparable; 
they are not.

Decades of experience in kidney 
transplantation means the risks to 
donors are well understood. Our ex-
perience with COVID-19 is all too 
brief, and little information is avail-
able on the long-term consequences 
of infection.

Further, a kidney transplant from 
a closely matched donor has high 
probability of success. The benefits 
of a vaccine challenge study are far 
less likely, since (based on experience 
with other diseases) only a minority 
of vaccine candidates will ultimately 
be licensed for use.

Over the last 50 years, thousands 
of people have volunteered for chal-
lenge studies. Participants have en-
dured the diarrhea caused by cholera 
and malarial fevers, but none have 
died. This is a testament to the skill 
and extraordinary efforts of scientists 
to protect volunteers. In drawing the 
line at “risks of irreversible, incurable 
or possibly fatal infections,” scientists 
seek not only to protect volunteers 
but also preserve the public’s trust in 
the scientific enterprise.

If ethical standards are lowered 
and COVID-19 challenge studies are 
allowed to proceed, my fear is that 
volunteers will suffer irreparable 
harm and die. This runs the risk of 
undermining public trust in both re-
search and vaccines. Public trust is 
now — and will remain — an indis-
pensable element in our efforts to de-
feat COVID-19.

[the writer is Professor of medicine, 
epidemiology & biostatistics, and 

philosophy, Western University]

EDMUND ADAM
theconversation.com

When the Arab Spring protests erupted in 
2010, many political pundits predicted the 

uprisings would ripple through the entire region 
and ultimately reach the oil-rich Gulf states, sweep-
ing away monarchies.

But ultimately, the Gulf monarchies of Ku-
wait, Oman, Qatar, Saudi Arabia, the United Arab 
Emirates — and to a lesser 
extent, Bahrain — were the 
least affected by the Arab 
Spring. These six Gulf mon-
archies were more successful 
in weathering the political 
storm than their republican 
neighbours, which in some 
cases were plunged into civil 
wars with a heavy humani-
tarian and economic toll.

I spent a good deal of my 
life in the region and during 
the uncertain times of the 
Arab Spring, so curious col-
leagues ask me how the Gulf 
monarchies continue to hold 
on. In response, I draw not on 
my memories but on my po-
litical training. And I believe 
there are lessons to learn 
from the durability of these 
regimes that could enhance 
global efforts to understand the region and build 
sustainable peace in the Middle East.

MOST MIDDLE EAST COUNTRIES ARE OIL-
RICH

I generally scoff at the argument that Gulf mon-
archies have only managed to navigate the tricky 
waters of the region’s geopolitics and avoided a 
mass exodus of their citizens because of their oil 
wealth. This popular wisdom holds that petrodol-
lars allow the Gulf monarchies to coax people into 
submission, and that’s why they endure.

Missing from this assessment is acknowledge-
ment that the Gulf monarchies aren’t the only 
countries in the broader region with ample hy-
drocarbon riches. Yet petrodollars in the broader 
region that often benefited citizens of those coun-
tries didn’t prevent public anger or major challeng-
es to authority.

Brief comparisons between the Gulf monar-
chies and other oil-producing countries in the re-
gion reveal other common ground besides oil, such 
as culture and religion. Yet their respective trajec-
tories since the 1950s — Gulf monarchies modern-
ized quickly, while other oil-exporting countries 
(for example Iraq, Libya, Algeria and Iran) have 
undergone political crises, coups and even regime 
change. That’s only added to the sense that Gulf 
monarchies and other oil-producing countries in 
the region are heading in different directions.

So oil alone doesn’t explain the longevity of the Gulf 
monarchies. Other factors help explain their success.

MONARCHIES ACCEPTED IN GULF REGION
First and foremost is whether people in the Gulf 

region see monarchy as a legitimate form of gov-
ernment. In Western political thought, elections 
represent one of the key benchmarks for judging 
the legitimacy of government. This is the founda-
tion of participatory democracy.

By this token, only leaders from presidential 
republics pass muster in terms of Western legiti-
macy. After all, these countries hold regular presi-

dential elections.
But are those elections themselves legitimate?
In 2011, at the height of the Arab Spring, Elliott 

Abrams, deputy national security adviser to former 
U.S. President George W. Bush, wrote that “Arab mon-
archies … are more legitimate than the false repub-
lics.” This assessment raises two critical issues.

The first is the reliability of elections in the Gulf. 
Presidential elections in Middle Eastern republics 
have often been fraudulent. It would make a mock-
ery of democracy to consider these elections proof 
of legitimacy.

The second concerns the compatibility be-
tween society and its political institutions. This is 
one of the pillars of stability in any society. Hered-
itary monarchies like the ones in the Gulf aren’t a 
novelty for the native cultures of the region. These 
monarchies therefore derive legitimacy from the 
fit between their royal institutions and the cultural 
norms of their people. This is a traditional form of 
political legitimacy.

With their emphasis on tradition, hierarchy, loy-
alties and social alliances, monarchies are accepted 
by many of the cultures of the Arabian Peninsula. 
The Gulf monarchies were borne out of their own 
socio-cultural heritages, and this gives them more 
legitimacy.

RULING AT A DISTANCE
This legitimacy however sets certain limits on 

executive authority and places demands on the 
monarchs, who are expected to be arbiters be-

tween competing interests — benevolent stabi-
lizers, so to speak. In fact, problems have arisen 
when monarchs fail to project this image or per-
form this role.

An example is Bahrain’s mass protests in 2011, 
when many citizens felt their king showed little 
commitment to the principles of compromise and 
moderation that had largely characterized his pre-
decessors’ reign.

The arbiter status gives the monarchs respect 
and authority, which en-
ables them to rule at dis-
tance.

This has helped them 
maintain power with less 
reliance on force than their 
non-monarchy neighbours, 
which base their claims for 
legitimacy on political ide-
ology like nationalism and 
independence. More often 
than not, these ideologies 
don’t resonate with people. 
This poses a major challenge 
to their ability to maintain 
power, so the republics rely 
more on force and security 
to maintain power.

This best expresses 
itself in Syria, where the 
Al-Assad regime has ruled 
for decades through a net-
work of overlapping security 

agencies to enforce questionable legitimacy. That’s 
why the regional republics were hit harder by the 
Arab Spring. Popular uprisings there were fuelled by 
greater discontent.

CREATING STABILITY
This has spared the Gulf monarchies from fre-

quent legitimacy crises and allowed them to di-
vert resources to other aspects of governance, like 
building state capacity. This refers to the ability of 
governments to employ administrative and techni-
cal processes, rather than force, to address societal 
challenges and create stability.

State capacity is bound with a country’s invest-
ment in education and human capital, which in 
turn create a capacity for informed decision-mak-
ing. This is evident in the volume of publications by 
Gulf universities. Despite the relative youth of uni-
versities in Gulf monarchy states — most of them 
were founded in the mid-1970s — they outper-
form their counterparts in Arab republics in terms 
of quantity of publications.

The future success of the Gulf monarchies prob-
ably hinges on further investment in education.

Doing so will enhance the quantity and quali-
ty of intellectual activity and produce citizens who 
can share power, steer economies in response to 
societal and technological challenges and guaran-
tee long-term stability.

[the writer is PhD candidate of Higher Education 
(Comparative, International and Development 

Education) at OISE, University of Toronto]
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Assam cop’s medical degree comes 

handy in running COVID care centre
Guwahati, Sept 06 [PI]: 
A young IPS officer is 
winning hearts in Assam 
by treating people during 
the coronavirus pandem-
ic while donning the kha-
ki uniform, thanks to his 
medical background.

Barpeta Superinten-
dent of Police (SP) Robin 
Kumar is performing the 
dual duties of a corona 
warrior — a police offi-
cer and a doctor — as the 
district is witnessing a 
spike in COVID-19 cases.

Kumar, a 2013 batch 
IPS officer, is a special-
ist in medicine (MBBS, 
MD) which has helped 
him respond to the call 
of duty and provide 
treatment to the needy 
during the ongoing 
medical emergency.

Besides heading the 
district’s police depart-
ment, Kumar is current-
ly running a 50-bedded 
Covid care centre with 
four ICUs in Barpeta Police 
Reserve for police person-
nel and their families and 
is also planning to hold 
health camps for women 
and elderly people.

“I find myself fortune 
to dedicate myself in 
both the roles of district 
police chief and a doc-
tor. It gives me immense 
satisfaction,” Kumar told 
PTI over phone.

The SP has also held 
a health camp for those 
police personnel who 
are 50 years or above in 
Barpeta. After joining As-
sam Police, Kumar, a na-
tive of Ghaziabad in Uttar 
Pradesh, first organised a 
health check-up camp at 

Tezpur during his previ-
ous posting in Sonitpur 
district a few years ago.

“When the pandemic 
struck, I took permission 
of Assam DGP Bhaskar 
Jyoti Mahanta to open a 
Covid care centre for the 
police personnel in Bar-
peta. Now, we are run-
ning the centre smooth-
ly,” he said.

The Covid care centre 
has four ICUs, 32 general 
beds and 14 after care 
beds.

Kumar’s service 
earned laurels from dif-
ferent quarters.

Chief Minister Sar-
bananda Sonowal de-
scribed the SP’s act as 
“great gesture of service 
to humanity”. “An As-
sam Police warrior in 
the truest sense. Great 
gesture of service to hu-
manity by Barpeta SP Dr 
Robin Kumar, utilising 
his skills to help doctors 
and healthcare work-
ers in the fight against 

COVID-19,” Sonowal said. 
The IPS Association, a 
body which represents 
the Indian Police Service 
officers across the coun-
try, said Kumar has set an 
example by leading from 
the front.

“First Line Of De-
fence! Dr. Robin Kumar, 
SP, @Barpeta_Police, set 
an example by leading 
from the front. In the na-
tion’s fight against coro-
navirus, Dr. Kumar, MD 
(Medicine), personally 
convened a health camp,” 
it tweeted.

Kumar’s IPS col-
leagues also appreciated 
his dual role of an SP and 
a doctor after his pho-
tos in full police uniform 
treating police personnel 
with a stethoscope went 
viral on social media.

Renuka Mishra, ADG 
in UP Police, tweeted: 
“So heartwarming to see. 
#GoodJobCop Great Job 
Doc. Thank you Robin”.

SP in the National In-

vestigation Agency, San-
jukta Parashar, tweeted: 
“Thank you Robin! May 
you shine even more in 
the service!”

Kumar, who did his 
MBBS and MD from 
Lala Lajpat Rai Memo-
rial Medical College in 
Meerut, said he had nev-
er expected such encour-
aging response from po-
lice fraternity and com-
mon people.

As many as 76 po-
lice personnel in Bar-
peta were infected by 
the coronavirus in past 
few months and Kumar 
personally took care of 
everyone of them. “For-
tunately all of them have 
recovered and returned to 
duties,” he said.

The SP said he has 
ensured that those po-
lice personnel who have 
problems of hyperten-
sion, diabetes or other 
health issues are given 
desk jobs rather than 
field duties so that they 

are not exposed to the 
virus. The Barpeta police 
had also run a communi-
ty kitchen for poor and 
destitute for about 40 
days when the country-
wide lockdown was first 
announced in March.

Asked why he decid-
ed to appear for the civ-
il services examination 
despite being a specialist 
doctor, Kumar, who was a 
district topper in class 10 
and 12 examinations and 
also got selected for engi-
neering before he chose 
to study MBBS, said he 
contracted dengue in 
2011 when he was work-
ing at Delhi’s GTB hospi-
tal and then developed 
interest in going into the 
policy making side of the 
governance.

“As a doctor, we are 
one part of the picture, 
that is curative. What 
about the prevention? As 
a civil servant I am per-
forming both the roles,” 
he said.

Assam reports 1,537 
new COVID-19 cases, 

8 more deaths
Guwahati, Sep 6 (PTI): Assam reported 1,537 
new COVID-19 cases on Sunday, pushing the tally 
to 1,25,459, Health Minister Himanta Biswa Sar-
ma said. Eight more patients died in the state, fol-
lowing which the death toll rose to 360, he said.

Total 1,763 patients were discharged from 
hospitals during the day, outnumbering the new 
cases, which was recorded after a gap of nine 
days. The state at present has 28,273 active cas-
es, Sarma said.

Most of the new cases were reported from the 
Kamrup Metropolitan district where 382 people 
tested positive, followed by Hojai where 125 cases 
were detected and 108 in Dibrugarh, Sarma said.

Assam has reported total 1,25,459 cases of 
COVID-19 so far, and of them, 32,287 were de-
tected in Guwahati alone.

Among the persons who died during the day 
were two women. Sivasagar and Kamrup Metro-
politan reported two deaths each, while one per-
son each died in Lakhimpur, Nagaon, Kokrajhar 
and Jorhat districts, Sarma said.

Total 96,823 people have so far recovered 
from the disease in the state.

The Assam Police said that 4,053 of its per-
sonnel have tested positive so far. Of them, 3,573 
have recovered and 16 died.

86 new cases push Arunachal's 
COVID-19 tally to 5,000

IIT Guwahati researchers design engineered 
surfaces to detect, prevent coronavirus

Mixed response to lockdown in Bengal

Peace Day observed across 
Naga-inhabited areas

Senior Nagaland BJP leaders 
meet Muivah in Delhi

Dimapur, Sept 06 [NagalandPage]: A del-
egation of senior BJP leaders led by former 
State BJP President from Nagaland, who are 
camping at Delhi since the last two days, 
met the NSCN-IM Chief, Th. Muivah at New 
Delhi today and had a cordial discussion on 
current issues .

Sources said that the BJP leaders recalled 
the past where a reconciliation meeting was 
held at Agri Expo at Dimapur on February 
29, 2012, which was a historic moment. The 
delegation appealed to the NSCN (IM) leader-
ship to hold similar meeting with all factions 
to sort out the difference if there is any, as 
the Naga people have waited long enough for 
final solution.

The BJP delegation comprised of Dr M Chuba 
Ao, former State BJP president, Yanghose Sang-
tam, former BJP vice president, Mughato Achumi, 
former BJP state vice president, Kevichiitso Dou-
lo, BJP ex-candidate from Chizami.

The delegation also met the top brasses of BJP 
and would be meeting more in the days to come, 
sources added.

New Delhi, Sept 06 [PTI]: 
Researchers at the Indian 
Institute of Technology 
(IIT), Guwahati have 
developed methods 
to detect and prevent 
the novel coronavirus 
using bio-interface in-
teractions between the 
virus and the surface 
spike protein.

According to the team 
of researchers, the novel 
coronavirus (SARS CoV-
2) is composed of inner 
nucleic acid which is cov-
ered with surface spike 
glycoprotein and the en-
gineered surfaces can be 
potentially applied for 
the detection as well as 
prevention of COVID-19 
— the disease caused by 
the virus.

“So far we are using 
antibody-based assays 
and RT-PCR based meth-
ods for testing during 
pandemic. However, 
longer assay time, cost, 
complex procedures and 
false positive or negative 
results are a few bottle-
necks of these methods,” 
Lalit M Pandey, associate 
professor, Department of 
Biosciences and Bioengi-
neering, told PTI.

“The bio-interface in-
teractions between virus 
surface spike protein and 
the surface can be ex-
plored for the rapid de-
tection of coronavirus,” 
he said.

“The interaction be-
tween the spike protein 
and contacting surfac-
es constitutes the key 
step of transmission of 
coronavirus. Thus, sur-
face engineering, on one 
hand, shall facilitate a 

quick detection method 
and on the other hand, 
it would be a very secure 
method of protection 
against the virus, for ex-
ample when applied on 
PPEs,” he added.

The team’s research 
on surface modifications 
and analysis of the bio-in-
terfacial (protein-sur-
face) interactions have 
been published in reput-
ed journals like Materials 
Science and Engineering 
C, Applied Surface Sci-
ence, Langmuir, J. Phys. 
Chem. C and ACS Bioma-
terials Science and Engi-
neering.

“We have developed 
an interesting method 
of surface modifica-
tions by forming various 
self-assembled monolay-
ers (SAMs) on different 
surfaces, which result 
in a wide range of sur-
face hydrophobicity de-
pending on the terminal 
functional groups with 
nano-scale smooth sur-
faces. The formation of 
SAMs involves a fast at-
tachment followed by a 
slow reorientation step,” 
Pandey said.

“Mixed SAMs have 
been prepared to design 
the surface with inter-
mediate wettability. The 
thumb rule of increase in 
the adsorbed amount of 
protein with an increase 
in surface hydrophobici-
ty does not hold true for 
all systems. This is be-
cause protein adsorption 
is a complex process and 
depends on the hydro-
phobicity of both surfac-
es and proteins,” he said.

Hydrophobicity is 

the physical property of 
a molecule that is seem-
ingly repelled from a 
mass of water.

The research has 
revealed that a protein 
adapts to different con-
formations depending on 
surface properties.

“Thus, the character-
istics of protein can be 
tuned by engineered sur-
faces for various applica-
tions including biosen-
sors, implants, and drug 
delivery. A recent special 
report suggested that 
the engineered sensor 
surface can be applied in 
Quartz Crystal Microbal-
ance-based techniques, 
which are known for 
label-free, rapid and re-
al-time detection with 
sensitivity,” Pandey said.

“The surfaces based 
strategies not only offer 
an advantage of rapid vi-
rus detection from swab 
samples but also allow 
the reuse of the same 
surface over multiple cy-
cles (samples),” he said.

“The role of newly 
developed engineered 
surfaces is, however, to 
destabilise the viral en-
velope protein through 
surface-protein interac-
tions, disintegrate, and 
finally, inactivate the vi-
ruses,” Pandey said.

“Thus, the surface 
treatments of personal 
protective equipment 
(PPE), which possess 
antiviral properties and 
prevent the contagious 
infections of coronavirus. 
The surfaces of PPEs can 
be engineered to achieve 
strong surface-protein 
interactions,” he said.

Kohima, Sept 06 [Na-
galandPage]: Nagas 
across the world ob-
served Peace Day on Sep-
tember 6 – the day cease-
fire was signed between 
the Government of India 
and the Naga National 
Council (NNC) in 1964.

Throughout Naga 
inhabited areas prayers 
were conducted by 
Christians to give thanks 
to the Almighty for re-
storing peace in Naga-
land from September 6, 
1964 through the cease-
fire agreement.

As per the direc-
tive of Nagaland Baptist 
Church Council (NBCC), 
prayers were conducted 
in churches all over Na-
galand.

“Nagas have experi-
enced so much of political 
turmoil in its history. In 
the midst of such upheav-
als the church has consis-

tently responded to the 
unprecedented challenges 
leaving behind a legacy 
of peacemaking ministry. 
The historical declaration 
of ceasefire on 6th Sep-
tember 1964 is one that 
is closely associated with 
the Council’s initiative for 
peace,” said NBCC General 
Secretary, Rev. Dr. Zelhou 
Keyho. He urged churches 
to pray for people and up-
hold Naga leaders so that 
their reliance upon God 
would grant them wisdom 
and strength to lead the 
people in the right direc-
tion in this crucial time.

The Peace Mission 
with prominent persons 
like Jayaprakash Narayan, 
Shankar Rao Deo, Bimala 
Prasad Chaliha and Rev.
Micheal Scott brokered 
peace between the NNC 
and the Government of 
India to sign the ceasefire 
agreement. The Peace 

Mission was initiative of 
NBCC during the third 
Nagaland Baptist Conven-
tion held at Wokha from 
January 31 to February 2, 
1964.

‘BLACK DAY’
The Pochury Naga 

also observed September 
6 as Black Day, in remem-
brance of all those who 
lost their lives on this 
day when Indian army 
swooped down on Ma-
tikhru village in 1960.

On 6th September 
1960, and prior to that 
day, security forces had 
carried out extensive 
brutality at Matikhru 
village in Phek district. 
The people of Pochury 
have since then observed 
6th September as “Black 
Day” in memory of all 
those who had suffered 
and laid-down their lives 
for the “greater glory and 
freedom of the Nagas”. 

Itanagar, Sep 7 (PTI): 
Arunachal Pradesh's 
COVID-19 tally rose to 
5,000 on Monday as 86 
more people, including 
11 security personnel, 
tested positive for the 
infection, a senior health 
official said.

West Siang district 
reported the highest 
number of new cases at 
17, followed by 15 each 
in Papumpare and the 
Capital Complex region 
and 12 in Longding, State 
Surveillance Officer, Dr L 
Jampa, said.

"Five Army men, four 
Assam Rifles jawans, an 
ITBP personnel and a 
policeman are among the 
new patients," he said. As 
many as 99 more people 
were cured of the disease 
and discharged from hos-
pitals, the official said.

The recovery rate 
among the COVID-19 
patients in the state 
now stands at 69.44 per 
cent, he said. Arunachal 
Pradesh now has 1,520 
active COVID-19 cases, 
while 3,472 people have 
recovered from the dis-

ease and eight patients 
have succumbed to the in-
fection so far, Jampa said.

The Capital Complex 
region, comprising Itana-
gar, Naharlagun, Nirjuli 
and Banderdewa areas, 
has the highest number 
of active cases at 272, 
followed by West Siang 
district (206), East Siang 
(139), Papumpare (128) 
and West Kameng (125), 
he said. The state has so 
far tested 1,85,322 sam-
ples for COVID-19, in-
cluding 1,932 on Sunday, 
Jampa added.

Kolkata, Sep 7 (PTI): Residents of 
Kolkata by and large complied with the 
state-wide lockdown norms imposed 
in West Bengal on Monday, while in-
cidents of violation of the restrictions 
were reported in some other districts.

The West Bengal government has 
declared lockdown in the state on Sep-
tember 7, 11 and 12 despite the Centre, 
in its Unlock-4 guidelines, stating that 
restrictions outside containment zones 
can be imposed only after consultation 
with the Union Home Ministry.

Kolkata Police conducted na-
ka-checking in several areas of the 
metropolis while mobile units made 
rounds in different localities to ensure 
that people remained indoors on the 
first day of lockdown this month.

Police personnel also issued challans to 
people commuting without valid passes.

In other districts, however, more 
lockdown violations were reported as 

markets were opened in some plac-
es in the morning. West Bengal Police 
took action against violators in Purulia, 
South 24 Parganas, Malda and some 
other districts and seized two-wheel-
ers found plying on the roads without 
valid reasons.

Chief Minister Mamata Banerjee 
had last week taken a swipe at the Cen-
tre over its Unlock-4 guidelines and 
said that mere issuance of directions 
will not be enough as the state govern-
ments are the implementing authorities 
and "trust must be reposed on them".

Banerjee had said that the previous 
guidelines issued by the MHA had left 
the decision to impose coronavirus-in-
duced lockdown to the states.

She had asserted that lockdown will 
be enforced in West Bengal on Septem-
ber 7, 11 and 12 as the state govern-
ment has already announced its deci-
sion and informed the MHA about it.



6 SummitTIMES | 08 September 2020 Sport&Specials

Novak Djokovic disqualified from US 
Open after hitting line judge with ball

KEVIN MITCHELL
New York, 07 Sept [theGuardian]: 
Novak Djokovic was thrown out of 
the US Open after accidentally hit-
ting a woman line judge with a ball 
towards the end of the first set of his 
match against the Spaniard Pablo 
Carreño Busta, then was widely crit-
icised for immediately leaving Flush-
ing Meadows.

The world No 1 had to forfeit the 
$250,000 he was due for reaching 
the fourth round, “in addition to any 
or all fines levied,” according to the 
United Tennis Association, as well as 
losing all his ranking points.

The incident is a significant blow 
to Djokovic’s standing in tennis, es-
pecially as he was challenging the 
establishment by forming a rebel 
players’ association that has split 
the sport. Djokovic walked from the 
court and shortly afterwards was 
seen leaving in his car and heading 
for his rented home. Word reached 
officials that he would not be return-
ing to offer an explanation. It was not 
a good look.

Tim Henman, who was disqual-
ified for a similar incident at Wim-
bledon in 1995 when he accidentally 
struck a ballgirl, said Djokovic was 
wrong to leave. “He should have 
faced up to it and apologised and ac-
cept he made a mistake. But by in es-
sence running away from it, it’s just 
going to go on even longer.

“We wouldn’t want to see the 
best player in the world go out of the 
tournament in these circumstances 
but you have to be responsible for 
your actions on the court.”

The former British No 1 Greg 
Rusedski agreed. “He would know 
the rules,” he said. “At 33 years of age 
you know what the situation is and 
what’s going to happen. I feel bad for 
him in one respect, because he’s lost 
his opportunity to win his 18th ma-
jor. He’ll be absolutely devastated, 

one for the lines woman he acciden-
tally injured, as well losing out trying 
to win another major.” The sequence 
of events blew the silence on Arthur 
Ashe Stadium apart. Djokovic, who 
had looked in control for the first 40 
minutes, failed to convert three set 
points at 5-4, then lost six points in a 
row, fell while chasing down a wide 
forehand and jarred his shoulder at 
five-all, 0-15.

The match resumed after he re-
ceived on-court medical treatment 
but Djokovic still looked out of sorts 
and Busta broke him to 15. Frustra-
tion seemed to well up in the Serb, 
down 5-6, and, swivelling slowly, he 
took a spare ball from his pocket, hit-
ting it with no great force, it seemed, 
but it struck the official in the throat.

She fell to the ground, choking 
and in obvious distress. Djokovic 
rushed to her side and apologised 
as court officials, including the 
chair umpire, Aurélie Tourte, came 
to her aid. As Carreño Busta sat on his 
chair, bemused, Djokovic and Soeren 

Friemel, the tournament referee, chat-
ted amiably at first before the player 
became more agitated as he realised 
he was about to be thrown out.

One unconfirmed report said 
Djokovic pleaded with the official: 
“She doesn’t have to go to hospital for 
this,” adding, “You’re going to choose 
a default in this situation? My career, 
grand slam, centre stage.” Djokovic 
was not available to confirm or deny 
this account of their exchange.

Carreño Busta said he felt some 
sympathy for Djokovic, although he 
did not see the incident, as he was 
celebrating the break. “I was a little 
bit in shock,” he said. “I never ex-
pected this moment playing against 
Novak. Of course I think it was not 
intentional. It was just a moment. I 
broke his serve and he throws the 
ball. I think it was bad luck. He nev-
er wanted to hit the line umpire. The 
rules are the rules. The referee and 
the supervisor did the right thing 
but it is not easy.”

Alexander Zverev, who won 

through to the quarter-finals by beat-
ing Alejandro Davidovich Fokina 6-2, 
6-2, 6-1, looked at it very much from 
the point of view of a title contend-
er when he said: “If it had landed 
anywhere else – we’re talking about 
a few inches – he would have been 
fin e. Very unlucky. There’s no grand 
slam champions left in the draw. It’s 
going to be one of the young guys, I 
think. Now is the time when I think it 
gets really interesting. I know who’s 
where in the draw. We’ll see where 
we go from here.”

Djokovic has been involved in 
similar incidents at least twice, at 
Roland Garros in 2016 and later that 
year at the ATP World Tour Finals, 
when he hit balls into the crowd.

“You guys are unbelievable,” he 
told the British media then when 
questioned in London. “You’re al-
ways picking these kind of things. 
I’m still not suspended, so I’m not 
close [to hitting a spectator]. It could 
have been [serious], yes. It could 
have snowed but it didn’t.”

A bigger storm is gathering 
around Djokovic now, however. 
Criticism came from all quarters. 
Martina Navratilova, who won four 
of her 18 grand slam titles in New 
York, said: “Unbelievable what just 
happened. Novak Djokovic defaulted 
for inadvertently but stupidly hitting 
a linseswoman in the throat with a 
ball and the officials had no choice 
but to default.” Billie Jean King, af-
ter whom the site is named, said on 
Twitter: “First, I hope the line judge 
is OK. The rule is the rule. It is un-
fortunate for everyone involved but 
in this specific situation the default 
was the right call.”

The former world No 1 Tracy 
Austin said: “Right call! Stunning to 
watch it unfold.”

The fine, disqualification and 
opprobrium were inevitable. The 
grand slam rules of conduct state: 
“Players shall not at any time phys-
ically abuse any official, opponent, 
spectator or other person within the 
precincts of the tournament site. Vi-
olation of this section shall subject 
a player to a fine up to $20,000 for 
each violation.

“In addition, if such violation oc-
curs during a match (including the 
warmup), the player shall be penal-
ised in accordance with the point 
penalty schedule. In circumstances 
that are flagrant and particularly 
injurious to the success of a tourna-
ment, or are singularly egregious, a 
single violation of this section shall 
also constitute the major offence of 
‘aggravated behaviour’ and shall be 
subject to the additional penalties 
hereinafter set forth.

“For the purposes of this rule, 
physical abuse is the unauthorised 
touching of an official, opponent, 
spectator or other person.”

That was a legal hole out of which 
Djokovic, a master escape artist on 
court, could not extract himself.

Frustration with failure led Messi to seek Barcelona exit
Barcelona, Sep 7 (AP) Lionel 
Messi and Barcelona forged an 
extraordinary winning combi-
nation for more than a decade 
until cracks in the foundations 
of the soccer dynasty grew, lead-
ing the Argentine great to doubt 
his future at the club.

Now that Messi is staying for 
one more year, after an unseem-
ly dispute with club executives, 
one clear outcome looks like be-
ing an awkward season ahead at 
Camp Nou.

The marriage between play-
er and club appeared perfect. 
Messi brought one-of-a-kind 
talent for darting past defend-
ers, along with brilliant passing 
and scoring goal after spectac-
ular goal. Barcelona provided 
the coaching minds, world-class 
teammates, and a playing style 
perfectly suited to help Messi 
blossom into arguably the best 
player the game has ever seen.

But the team's dominant 
form dipped as seasons went 
by and Barcelona's 8-2 loss to 
Bayern Munich last month in 
the Champions League quarter-
finals extinguished Messi's flick-
ering hopes that he could turn 
things around at his boyhood 
club. It was the worse defeat in 
Messi's career.

After several days of silence, 
Messi made public what he 
called the "painful decision" to 
inform Barcelona that the time 
had come to leave the club, his 
home since he was 13. Tellingly, 
after six Ballon d'Or trophies, a 
club record 634 goals, and 34 ti-
tles, Messi felt his best chances 
for success lie elsewhere.

Barcelona demanded that he 
finish the contract that runs un-
til June 2021. It claimed that the 
clause invoked by Messi to leave 
had expired on June 10 and 
said that he had to pay a buy-
out clause of 700 million euros 
(around USD 830 million) if he 
wanted to depart now. It was a 
fee too high even for Messi, now 
33 and fighting off the twilight 
of his golden career.

Messi argued that his con-

tract allowed him to opt-out after 
the extended season but relented 
on Friday when he said that he 
would stay since "I could never 
imagine taking Barca to court since 
it is the club I love." Now many fans 
hope new Barcelona coach Ronald 
Koeman can convince Messi to stay 
beyond this season.

In an interview with Goal.
com on Friday his only public 
comment since the Bayern de-
feat Messi gave no clear indica-
tion about his future. Barcelona 
president Josep Bartomeu has 
said that he wants Messi to sign 
a new contract. But the club is 
to hold elections in March to 
replace Bartomeu and it's un-
clear if Bartomeu's "lame duck" 
season helps or hurts the club's 
chances of retaining Messi.

Messi has publicly said he 
feels betrayed by Bartomeu, 
who according to Messi had 
promised him that he could 
leave for free this summer.

PEP TALK
Speculation in the Spanish 

media sees Messi eventually 
heading to Manchester City to 
reconnect with Pep Guardiola, 
the coach who allowed him to 
fully flourish.

With Guardiola coaching 
Barcelona in 2008, Messi's true 
potential was unlocked.

Guardiola shifted Messi 
to the heart of the team's at-
tack, where he could improvise 
with midfielders Xavi Hern 
ndez, Andr s Iniesta and Sergio 
Busquets. Mesmerizing play, big 
wins, and trophies followed.

Then came the Luis Enrique 
era, when in 2015 Messi, Ney-
mar and Luis Su rez led Barce-
lona to repeat a sweep of the 
Champions League, Spanish 
league and Copa del Rey first 
achieved under Guardiola.

Messi's failures to reach the 
equivalent heights with Argen-
tina only reinforced the belief 

that he had no better club to call 
home than Barcelona.

But the exit of Neymar, Mes-
si's friend and heir apparent, 
for Paris Saint-Germain in 2017 
precipitated the team's decline.

The squad aged and the 
club's expensive signings of Ous-
mane Dembele, Philippe Coutin-
ho and Antoine Griezmann to 
replace Neymar, Xavi and Iniesta 
did not pan out.

"I always said I wanted to end 
my career here," Messi said Fri-
day. "But I also said that I wanted 
a winning project. And the truth is 
that there has been no project or 
anything like one for a long time. 
They (the club) scramble to patch 
up holes as time goes by."

NOT READY
Messi led the Spanish league 

in scoring for the last two sea-
sons but the knockout rounds 
of the Champions League ex-
posed the team's failings year 
after year. Barcelona's players 
appeared to lack the fitness, and 
the mental fortitude, needed in 
the most demanding matches at 
the season's end. First came a 
3-0 loss at Juventus in 2017.

Next, a 3-0 loss at Roma in 
2018, then a 4-0 defeat at Liver-
pool last season.

After Barcelona relinquished 
its Spanish league crown to Real 
Madrid in July, Messi warned 
that the team was not ready to 
compete for Europe. But no one, 
surely not even Messi, could 
foresee the debacle against Bay-
ern. Koeman agrees with Messi 
that the team needs fresh blood. 
But the Dutch manager still 
wants Messi to lead the team.

The question is whether 
Koeman can rekindle Messi's joy 
at playing in the blue-and-bur-
gundy colors and quickly. "There 
is a new coach and new ideas, 
and that's good," Messi said.

"But we have to see how the 
team responds and whether 
or not it will give us enough to 
compete at the top level.

"What I can say is that I'm 
staying and I'm going to give my 
best for Barcelona.

Naomi Osaka 
blasts her 
way through 
to US Open 
quarter-finals
New York, 07 Sept [PA 
MEDIA]: Naomi Osaka 
underlined her status 
as US Open favourite as 
she demolished Anett 
Kontaveit on her way to 
the quarter-finals. The 
Japanese, who is seeded 
fourth, is the woman to 
beat at Flushing Meadows 
and showed exactly why 
as she hit Kontaveit off the 
court in a 6-3, 6-4 win on 
Arthur Ashe Stadium.

Osaka hit 21 win-
ners and showed no signs 
of the hamstring injury 
which saw her withdraw 
from the final of last 
week’s Western & South-
ern Open. The 2018 cham-
pion now meets Shelby 
Rogers in the last eight 
and will have her eyes on 
a third grand slam title.

“For me I haven’t 
played her in a while, she 
is a great player,” Osaka 
said. “I am just going into 
it very optimistic. I feel 
like I would be the under 
dog having never beaten 
her. I am happy to be still 
here. My leg felt better, I 
felt like I was moving well 
so I am happy about that.”

Meanwhile, Jennifer 
Brady swatted aside for-
mer US Open champi-
on Angelique Kerber to 
reach the quarter-finals 
of a grand slam for the 
first time.

The 25-year-old 
American enjoyed a fine 
start to the year and has 
kept that going following 
the resumption of the tour, 
winning her first WTA title 
in Lexington last month. 
She went into the tourna-
ment as a dark horse and 
has fully justified that, 
winning all her matches 
in straight sets, the latest a 
6-1, 6-4 victory over 2016 
winner Kerber.

Brady is good friends 
with Sofia Kenin, who 
took many people by sur-
prise by winning the Aus-
tralian Open title, and sees 
no reason why she can-
not became the latest in a 
string of first-time wom-
en’s slam champions.

“I think right now 
the women’s game is so 
deep,” she said. “Anybody 
can win a major. It’s just 
a matter of how the draw 
really pans out. “I think 
seeing the younger play-
ers or other players win-
ning majors and not just 
the same person, I think 
it brings a different fire 
or fuel for other players. 
They see that and they’re 
like, ‘OK, if they win, I can 
also win’.”

In the last eight, 
Brady will play anoth-
er first-time New York 
quarter-finalist in 23rd 
seed Yulia Putintseva, 
who defeated eighth seed 
Petra Martic 6-3, 2-6, 6-4. 
Rogers set her date with 
Osaka with a battling 
three-set win over sixth 
seed Petra Kvitova. The 
American had to save 
four match points before 
eventually triumphing 
7-5 (5), 3-6, 7-6 (6).

Earlier, Timea Babos 
spoke of her devastation 
and anger after she and 
doubles partner Kristina 
Mladenovic were forci-
bly withdrawn from the 
tournament on Saturday.

Mladenovic had 
been operating under 
increased restrictions 
following contact with 
Benoit Paire, who test-
ed positive for Covid-19 
last weekend, but the 
intervention of public 
health officials moved 
the goalposts. 

Raheem Sterling the shining light 
in lacklustre England display

BARNEY RONAY
London,07 Sept [theGuardian]: Squint a little 
and there was something weirdly retro about En-
gland’s victory in Iceland on Saturday night. This 
was a painful occasion for Gareth Southgate’s un-
der-conditioned team, a game where the neat lit-
tle touches didn’t stick, where the bounce was off, 
the grass unkind, the ball filled with helium, where 
England’s midfield seemed, somehow, to be always 
facing the wrong way. As the ball was shuttled 
cautiously across those deep blue defensive lines, 
this felt a bit like watching old, analogue, square-
screened England. We shall remember them (if you 
really insist), that version of Albion who lived in 
fear of foreign fields, unkind referees, the ball itself.

In the grand tradition England even found a 
hero, a star player with just enough juice in the tank 
to drag this discordant ensemble across the line.

Raheem Sterling was England’s best player 
against Iceland. A low bar perhaps. But on an off-
day for everyone involved Sterling seemed to have 
decided early on that his own off-day was still go-
ing to be enough.

It was an effort of sporting will as much as any-
thing else. Sterling didn’t look particularly free in 
his movements, or particularly in sync after playing 
just 90 minutes in the last month of this strange, 
sallow, plague-shadowed summer. But he kept on 
doing things, seeking the ball, trying to play. He 
touched the ball 105 times, took three shots at goal, 
completed nine dribbles, made four crosses.

By sheer weight of numbers his influence came to 
tell. It was Sterling’s excellent deep cross to the back 
post that made Harry Kane’s (incorrectly) disallowed 
first-half goal. His chest control and shot produced 
England’s late penalty. His alarmingly central penalty 
kick then won the game (although look at Sterling’s 
eyes and it’s clear he knew that Hannes Thor Hall-
dórsson had vacated the middle of his goal). Probably 
it was even Sterling’s expertly-crossed fingers of des-
tiny that led to Birkir Bjarnason’s appalling missed 
penalty kick two minutes into stoppage time, a kind of 
dad-at-the-rec attempt to clang the ball into the top-
most part of the top corner that sent the ball veering 
off into the empty plastic seats.

Look closely and in among the grimaces and 
shouts of relief Sterling was the only England play-
er smiling (quite broadly), as he ran back into the 
box to clap Jordan Pickford on the back.

Although by that stage, true to the lone-En-
gland-hero-trope, you half-expected him to be 
pounding his three lions badge, head encased in 
a gleaming conical bandage, shirt glistening with 
his own blood; as for one night only Sterling occu-
pied the familiar last-ditch rescue role, a lineage 
that stretches back through Bryan Robson, Wayne 
Rooney, David Beckham and various other day-sav-
ing magic-bullet players down the decades. 
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Typhoon lashes South Korea 
after battering Japanese islands

SEOUL, South Korea 
(AP): A powerful ty-
phoon damaged build-
ings, flooded roads and 
knocked out power to 
thousands of homes in 
South Korea on Monday 
after battering islands in 
southern Japan, killing 
one person and injuring 
dozens of others.

The Korea Meteoro-
logical Administration 
said Typhoon Haishen 
was passing over waters 
off the eastern coastal 
city of Sokcho on Mon-
day afternoon after bar-
reling through South 
Korea’s southern and 
eastern regions.

The typhoon was 
weakening, with its max-
imum winds measured 
at 108 kilometers (67 
miles) per hour after 
blowing at 144 kilome-
ters (80 miles) in the 
morning, and was fore-
cast to be downgraded 
to a tropical storm within 
six hours.

Japanese disaster 
management officials in 
Kagoshima said a woman 
in her 70s died of a head 
injury after falling into 
a roadside ditch while 

evacuating from a coastal 
town as Haishen lashed 
southwestern Japan over 
the weekend with strong 
winds and rain. Japan’s 
Fire and Disaster Man-
agement Agency said 
at least 38 other peo-
ple were injured, five of 
them seriously. Schools 
and department stores 
were closed in Hiroshi-
ma and other cities in the 
country’s southwest.

Damage caused by 
the typhoon was less 
than feared because it 
took a path farther from 
the coast and weakened 
more quickly than ex-
pected, officials said.

In South Korea, more 
than 100 homes were 
destroyed or flooded, 
while cars struggled to 
navigate flooded roads 
in Ulsan and other coast-
al cities such as Busan, 
Sokcho and Gangneung. 
Emergency workers 
scrambled to clean up 
toppled trees and dam-
aged traffic signs, build-
ings, port facilities and 
other structures.

At least one person 
was missing after get-
ting swept away by wa-

ter that filled a drainage 
channel at a limestone 
mine in the eastern 
coastal town of Sam-
cheok. Another person 
was found dead in Bu-
san, but officials said it 
wasn’t immediately clear 
whether the death was 
caused by the typhoon.

At least five people 
were hurt, including one 
in Busan who sustained 
light injuries after a car 
flipped over in strong 
winds, the Ministry of the 
Interior and Safety said.

The storm also de-
stroyed or sank around 
80 fishing boats, and 
caused generating tur-
bines at two nuclear re-
actors in the southeast-
ern city of Gyeongju to 
automatically stop. No 
leakage of radioactive 
materials was detected.

Hundreds of flights in 
and out of the southern 
island province of Jeju 
and across the mainland 
were canceled. Some 
bridges and railroad sec-
tions were shut down, 
thousands of fishing 
boats and other vessels 
were moved to safety, 
and more than 2,600 res-

idents in the southern 
mainland regions were 
evacuated due to the pos-
sibility of landslides and 
other concerns.

Workers as of Mon-
day afternoon had re-
stored power to 49,643 
of the 75,237 households 
that lost electricity in the 
southern mainland areas 
and Jeju.

Haishen, which 
means “sea god” in Chi-
nese, plowed through 
Okinawa and other 
southern Japanese is-
lands over the weekend. 
Traffic was still paralyzed 
in places, bullet train ser-
vice was suspended and 
most domestic flights 
in and out of airports 
in southwestern Japan 
were canceled Monday.

Regional officials in 
Miyazaki said rescue 
workers were looking for 
four people missing after 
a mudslide hit the moun-
tainous village of Shiiba 
earlier Monday. A fifth 
person who was rescued 
at the site was seriously 
injured.

Electricity was re-
stored to thousands 
of homes in Japan, but 

more than 340,000 oth-
ers were still without 
power. Nearly 4 million 
people in Japan were still 
advised to evacuate as of 
Monday afternoon.

The storm by late 
Monday was expected 
to reach North Korea’s 
northeastern region, 
which was battered by 
Typhoon Maysak last 
week, inflicting further 
pain on an economy 
ravaged by U.S.-led sanc-
tions, border closures 
from the coronavirus 
pandemic and chronic 
food shortages.

North Korean TV 
aired video of wide-
spread flooding in the 
eastern coastal city of 
Wonsan and nearby 
Tongchon, but the coun-
try’s state media didn’t 
immediately report any 
casualties caused by 
Haishen. The North’s 
state media earlier said 
leader Kim Jong Un vis-
ited typhoon-stricken 
areas, fired a top region-
al official for poor read-
iness, and promised to 
send 12,000 workers 
from Pyongyang to help 
with recovery efforts. 
The North said Maysak 
destroyed more than 
1,000 houses and inun-
dated public buildings 
and farmland.

Maysak damaged 
roads and buildings and 
left at least one person 
dead in South Korea. In 
addition, a livestock car-
go ship sank off Japan’s 
coast as Maysak passed. 
Two of its 43 crew mem-
bers were rescued and 
one body was recovered 
before the search was 
halted because of Haish-
en. An aerial search re-
sumed later Monday af-
ter Haishen passed the 
area. The ship was trans-
porting 5,800 cows from 
New Zealand to China.

Australia leader expects ‘sensible 
outcome’ to news pay plan

China’s export growth quickens 
in August, imports edge lower

Depression forms in Atlantic; 
Julio weakens west of Mexico

In pandemic, Nigerian teacher 
can ‘teach the whole world’

LAGOS, Nigeria (AP): For 
many 12th graders, the 
closure of Nigeria’s pub-
lic schools to combat the 
spread of COVID-19 pres-
ents a particular prob-
lem: How to prepare for 
crucial, final exams?

Basirat Olamide 
Ajayi, a math teacher 
in Lagos, Nigeria’s big-
gest city, came up with 
a solution. She began of-
fering free mathematics 
classes online via Twit-
ter, WhatsApp and Ins-
tagram. And now, after 
almost six months, more 
than 1,800 students at 
various levels are taking 
her classes -- across Ni-
geria and even interna-
tionally.

Students watch her 
short math videos -- no 
more than 5 minutes 
long -- and respond to 
her questions. She will 
send them homework, 
and occasional assign-
ments. And she grades 
them.

“Sometimes, I stay 
awake till 2 a.m. going 
through their assign-
ments!” she said.

“COVID is here with 
both negative and pos-
itive impacts. The posi-
tive impact is that we can 
use technology to teach 
our students, which I am 
very, very happy about,” 
she said.

When Ajayi, 36, start-
ed her online classes, she 

solved math problems on 
camera on white sheets 
of paper. Then a parent 
saw how she was con-
ducting the class and do-
nated a whiteboard.

Her free classes are 
attracting students from 
all over Nigeria, and 
now students abroad are 
joining. A recent request 
came from Canada.

Ajayi says she is be-
ginning to see herself as 
a global teacher.

“The online teaching 
has made me feel that 
I can actually teach the 
whole world mathemat-
ics,” she said. “On Twitter 
people see me all over the 
world, not only in Lagos, 
not only in Nigeria. They 
see me all over the world 
and that is enough to give 
me innermost joy.”

But not all students in 
Nigeria have easy access 
to her lessons.

“Some of them don’t 
even have data to access 
the class, and that is not 
giving me joy at all, as a 
teacher that wants stu-
dents to be online,” she 
said. Ajayi said she pays 
for data for some of the 
students from her own 
pocket to allow them to 
be online.

Some students don’t 
even have phones; Ajayi 
encourages parents to 
share their phones.

Fortune Declan, 17, 
said Ajayi has made it 

easier for him to grasp 
mathematics.

“Originally when I 
started learning differen-
tiation on my own it was 
kind of twitchy,” he said. 
“But when I joined the 
online maths platform, I 
started slow at first, but 
with the way my maths 
teacher was teaching, 
holding the sessions, I 
started learning differen-
tiation rapidly.”

Her dedication is 
noteworthy, said Adedo-
yin Adesina, chairman of 
the Lagos arm of the Ni-
gerian Union of Teachers.

“Teaching students 
virtually was a new ex-
perience to everybody,” 
he said. “There is the 
problem of slow internet, 
the cost of data and the 
uncooperative attitude 
of parents who were not 
familiar with what teach-
ers are doing.”

Faced with the new 
challenges, Ajayi has 
shown real dedication, 
he said, especially as “she 
was not provided with 
money, data or any teach-
ing material.”

Although she misses 
being in the classroom, 
Ahayi said she is gratified 
to be helping so many 
students: “The more I 
give, the more society 
will benefit from me 
and people can say ‘Mrs. 
Ajayi has done this to the 
whole world.’”

Mexico City, Sept 7 
(AP): A tropical de-
pression formed in the 
central portion of the 
Atlantic Ocean, and 
forecasters expect it 
to form into a tropical 
storm on Monday.

Tropical depression 
17 was located about 
1,425 miles (2,290 ki-
lometres) east of the 
Northern Leeward Is-
lands on Sunday night, 
the National Hurricane 
Centre said in an adviso-
ry. Maximum sustained 

winds were measured at 
35 mph (55 kph).

The depression 
formed as forecasters 
were monitoring three 
other tropical distur-
bances at sea. A distur-
bance just west of Sene-
gal had a 90% chance of 
formation in the next 48 
hours.

Meanwhile, Tropical 
Storm Julio was down-
graded to a depression 
as it moved rapidly west-
ward away from Mexico's 
Pacific coast.

Forecasters said the 
storm had maximum sus-
tained winds of 35 mph 
(55 kph) Sunday night 
and it was centred about 
260 miles (415 kilome-
tres) south-southwest of 
the southern tip of the 
Baja California Peninsu-
la. It was headed to the 
west at 13 mph (20 kph).

The centre said the 
outlook for the small 
storm was relatively un-
certain, though it wasn't 
expected to create a 
threat to land.

CANBERRA, Australia (AP): Australia’s prime 
minister said Monday that he expected a “sensible 
outcome” to his government’s plans to make dig-
ital platforms pay for journalism after Facebook 
threatened to block Australian publishers and indi-
viduals from sharing news stories. Prime Minister 
Scott Morrison said he had discussed his proposed 
laws with “very senior-level executives” including 
Google’s chief executive, Sundar Pichai, last week.

Facebook’s managing director for Australia 
and New Zealand, Will Easton, warned last week 
that laws that would make the social network and 
Google compensate Australian media organiza-
tions could result in Facebook blocking Australian 
news content rather than pay for it.

The warning was seen by some as an attempt 
to dissuade other countries from similarly legis-
lating to make the digital giants pay for the news 
content that they siphon from commercial media.

“I think people from these companies under-
stand that when I say something, I mean it and that 
I intend to follow through with it,” Morrison told 
reporters. “Therefore I would encourage them, very 
strongly, to work constructively and cooperatively 
with the process that is underway,” he said.

“I’m quite certain we’ll come to a sensible out-
come on this and it won’t need coercion wherever 
it comes from. It’s not something I respond very 
well to,” he added. Australia is drafting the final 
version of the legislation after a consultation pe-
riod ended in late August.

If the U.S.-based platforms could not agree 
with Australian media businesses on pricing after 
three months, arbitrators would be appointed to 
make binding decisions.

Breaches of the law could attract penalties of 
up to 10% of a platform’s annual turnover.

BEIJING (AP): China’s ex-
port growth accelerated 
in August while imports 
edged lower as the world’s 
second-largest econo-
my extended its recov-
ery from the coronavirus 
pandemic. Exports rose 
9.5% over a year earlier 
to $235.2 billion, up from 
July’s 7.2% growth, cus-
toms data showed Monday. 
Imports declined 2.1% to 
$176.3 billion, compared 
with the previous month’s 
1.4% contraction.

China’s exporters have 
benefited from its relative-
ly early reopening from a 
shutdown to fight the vi-
rus while competitors in 
many other countries still 
face anti-disease controls 
that disrupt business.

Exports to the United 
States rose 20% to $44.8 
billion despite tariff hikes 
imposed by the Trump ad-
ministration in a fight with 
Beijing over its technology 
ambitions and trade surplus. 
Imports of American goods 
gained 2% to $10.5 billion.

The changes were due 
mostly to lower prices 
and comparison with last 
August’s relative weak 
exports, according to Ju-
lian Evans-Pritchard of 
Capital Economics. Ev-
ans-Pritchard estimated 
the volume of goods ex-
ported rose 9.7% from a 
year earlier while import 
volumes rose 9.5%. Other 
exporters have benefited 
from increased Chinese 

demand for their goods af-
ter growth in the world’s 
second-largest economy 
rebounded to 3.2% over 
a year earlier in the three 
months ending in June. 
Activity the previous quar-
ter fell 6.8%, the deepest 
slump since at least the 
mid-1960s.

Exports to the 27-na-
tion European Union, 
China’s biggest foreign 
market, fell 20.1% from a 
year earlier to $35.7 bil-
lion. Imports of Europe-
an goods tumbled 29.7% 
to $22.5 billion.

China’s global trade 
surplus swelled by 72% 
over a year earlier to 
$58.9 billion. That was 
down from July’s $62.3 
billion gap.

Chinese importers 
have benefited from a 
slump in global prices 
for oil and many oth-
er goods due to weak 
demand caused by vi-
rus-related shutdowns. 
Fast-growing exports 
included integrated cir-
cuits, smartphones, au-

to-data processors and 
household appliances. 
That suggests “China still 
has some trade partners 
that are willing to im-
port Chinese technolo-
gy” despite tension with 
Washington, Iris Pang of 
ING said in a report. Still, 
Pang warned Chinese 
exporters of higher-tech 
goods might face trouble 
as Washington tightens 
curbs on access to U.S. 
components in a feud 
with Beijing over tech-
nology and security.

Washington has cut 
off supplies of American 
components for compa-
nies including China’s 
most prominent tech 
brand, Huawei Technol-
ogies Ltd. The Trump 
administration is lobby-
ing European and other 
allies to avoid Chinese 
technology as they up-
grade to next-generation 
telecom networks. “This 
could affect exports of 
technological products 
and services in the com-
ing months,” said Pang.
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GOLDEN GIRL! The model, Alessandra Ambrosio 
is seen dancing in the sand at the beach in Los Angeles.
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ARIES:
Monday sees you putting all the drama and the negativity 
where it belongs: in the trash can. You're in the process of 
cleaning up your life and calling your power back to you. Trust 
that this cleanse and purge will help you get your priorities in 
order. As such, this is a blessed time in the Aries HQ. A time 
when dreams and wishes are coming to fruition. A prayer of 
gratitude is in order.
Tip: You're stepping into a blessed time.
TAURUS:
The truth is, karmic lessons repeat themselves over and over 
until we make peace with what our subconscious is drawing 
our attention towards. You've been here before, Taurus. You 
know exactly what needs to be healed. The gift of your lov-
ing presence will bring about a positive change. As such, 
you're stepping into a time of peace and tranquility. Take a 
moment to give thanks for the chaos that triggered you to 
undertake this massive clean up process.
Tip: Be present to the wounds that are coming up.
GEMINI:
The week ahead promises to be full of revelations. Reve-
lations about who you are and your sacred mission here 
on earth. Your helpers from the unseen realms are coming 
through. Make time to listen. As such, this is also a time 
to deepen your spiritual practice. If you haven't meditated 
before, that's okay too. Put on a guided meditation of your 
choice and allow yourself to experience that which is un-
changing within. Working towards manifesting something 
major? Have a chat with your guides about this and get 
ready to witness a miracle.

Tip: Make time for meditation and mindfulness.
CANCER:
This is a blessed time in the Cancer HQ. A time of manifes-
tation. A time of watching your dreams come true. No mat-
ter how small the miracle, it deserves a prayer of gratitude. 
Crabs who have been struggling with disharmony on the 
relationship front will find that things are getting resolved in 
their own way. Remember, you don't have to fix everybody 
and everything. Allowing yourself to receive the love you 
deserve will set in motion the positive change.
Tip: Allow yourself to receive the love you deserve.
LEO:
Change is both beautiful and uncomfortable. On one hand, 
you don't know what's about to unfold. On the other hand, 
there's a sense of excitement about where you're being led. 
Your higher self is coming through to hold space for this mas-
sive transformation process. For some of you, this may be a 
time of working through childhood trauma. It's true that things 
were unpleasant at home; that you weren't nurtured in the 
way you would have liked. But, how long are you going to 
hold onto the pain? A redirection in the script is in order today.
Tip: You're letting go of the old trauma.
VIRGO:
The truth is, we as humans have a PhD in creating our own 
problems. Problems that probably never existed in the first 
place. How is this pattern playing out in your life? Why are 
you succumbing to the antics of your monkey mind? Virgo, 
the cards are urging you to step away from the scene of 
crime, and to practice the art of detachment. Taking time to 
look within will give you perspective on your circumstanc-

es. Remember, things are neither good nor bad. It is the 
lens through which we look at the world that colours our 
reality.
Tip: Practice the art of detachment.
LIBRA:
Before you knew it, the storm passed, making way for 
peace and tranquility. This is a blessed time in the Libra 
HQ. A time of healing old wounds and making peace with 
the past. Everything unfolded for a reason. This is some-
thing you're being asked to trust. Staying connected with 
your higher self will help you see the light in every situation.
Tip: The storm has passed.
SCORPIO:
They say ‘what you sow, so shall you reap’. This is the 
wisdom you're being encouraged to apply to your life. It's 
time to get down and dirty with the project at hand knowing 
that it will yield long-term results. As such, this is a blessed 
time on the interpersonal front. A time when you will feel 
like you are fully supported by your tribe. If the Universe 
has kept you away from your soul crew, trust that there will 
be a reunion soon.
Tip: Get down and dirty with your work.
SAGITTARIUS:
Weekly reminder, Sagittarius: Forgiveness is never about the 
other person. It's about freeing yourself from the baggage 
you've been carrying for a long time now. Ho'oponopono is 
a wonderful Hawaiian prayer that will help you make peace 
with the past. "I am sorry. Please forgive me. Thank you. I 
love you." You can repeat this a few times everyday keeping 
the person or situation in your mind, or write it down on paper.

Tip: It's time to make peace with your past.
CAPRICORN:
Healing is seldom a linear process. It comes with its own 
twists and turns—twists and turns that make life far more in-
teresting than it is otherwise. Be grateful for your journey and 
all that it has revealed to you. Be grateful for all the ways 
in which it has helped you foster a deeper connection with 
yourself. But there are some more lessons that need to be 
integrated, Capricorn. Word for the wise: take a break from 
your 'worldly responsibilities' to focus on your inner temple.
Tip: The wheel is turning.
AQUARIUS:
You win some, you lose some—and that’s just the way life 
unfolds. But the trouble is, we tend to focus on the latter a 
lot more. Could you be looking at the world through a pes-
simistic lens too? Today, the cards are urging you to redirect 
your gaze to all the things that are working out for you and all 
the ways in which you are being supported by the Universe. 
Sometimes, stepping away from the scene of the crime is all 
that it takes to gain perspective.
Tip: Step away from the scene of the crime.
PISCES;
The trouble is, we think we're running out of time, that we hav-
en't achieved all the things we've set out to in this lifetime. The 
divine forces are reminding you that you are exactly where 
you need to be and that everything is unfolding in divine order. 
Take a deep breath and surrender to the flow. Oh, and one 
more thing! Things are unlikely to go according to plan A, B 
*or* C today. Yoga class flexibility will come in handy.
Tip: You are where you need to be.
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Ridley Scott working on new 'Alien' movie

PRAGUE (AP): Jiri Menzel, a Czech direc-
tor whose 1966 movie “Closely Watched 
Trains” won the Academy Award for the 
best foreign language film has died. He 
was 82. Menzel’s wife, Olga, announced 
his death late Sunday, saying he died the 
previous day. No details were 
given. Three years ago, Men-
zel underwent a brain opera-
tion and was kept in an arti-
ficially induced coma for sev-
eral weeks after it. “Dearest 
Jirka, I thank you for each and 
every day I could spend with 
you. Each was extraordinary,” 
his wife said on Facebook.

Menzel made some 20 
movies and was one of the 
leading filmmakers of the 
new wave of Czechoslovak 
cinema that appeared in the 
1960s. His movies represent-
ed a radical departure from 
socialist realism, a typical 
communist-era genre focus-
ing on realistically depicting 
the struggles of the working 
class. Unlike colleagues such as Milos 
Forman, Jan Nemec and Ivan Passer, 
Menzel didn’t emigrate after the 1968 
Soviet-led invasion of Czechoslovakia.

“Closely Watched Trains” was his first 
feature movie. Based on a novel by Czech 

author Bohumil Hrabal, it tells the story of 
a dispatcher’s apprentice coming of age at 
a small train station during the Nazi occu-
pation in World War II. His next collabo-
ration with Hrabal, “Larks on a String” 
in 1969 was another tragicomic de-

scription of life under a totalitarian re-
gime, this time under communism. The 
movie was immediately banned by the 
communist authorities. After the 1989 
anti-Communist revolution led by Vaclav 
Havel, it won the Golden Bear award at the 

Berlin international film festival. Menzel’s 
other adaptation of Hrabal’s work include 
“Cutting It Short“ (1980), “The Snowdrop 
Festival” (1984) and “I served the King of 
England” (2006). His 1985 comedy “My 
Sweet Little Village” was nominated for 

the Academy Award for best foreign film. 
A graduate of Prague’s Academy of Per-
forming Arts in 1962, he was also known 
for directing plays and also as an actor. 
Among other awards, Menzel received 
the French Order of Arts and Literature.

Beauty blogger and influencer 
Ethan Peters, known as Ethan Is 

Supreme, has died at the age of 17. 
Ethan's father Gerald told Fox News: 
"He was a kind soul, who accepted ev-
eryone for who they were."

His friend, fellow influencer Ava 
Louise, also posted saying she'd lost 
her "best friend in the entire world". 
Both have said that Ethan was strug-
gling with addiction, but his official 
cause of death is not yet known.

Ethan had over half a million Insta-
gram followers and 139,000 YouTube 
subscribers. A Vice article last year 
described his makeup style as "char-
acterised by its desire to catch your 
attention" and "dramatic, emotional 
and, at times, gory."

He started young, saying that by 

the summer of 2017 he'd hit 100,000 
followers and left his private Christian 
school because his social media activity 
"[violated] their moral conduct code."

He moved to an online school in-
stead. There was some negative re-
sponse on social media after news 
of Ethan's death broke. He had been 
accused of racism and transphobia in 
the past. But fans also spoken in his 
defence - including one of his inspi-
rations, fellow makeup artist Manny 
MUA, who posted: "He's made many 
many mistakes... but to say he de-
served to pass away is horrible and in-
human." His friend Ava Louise blamed 
his death on addiction.

The 17-year-old had recently 
started his own clothing line called 
Hellboy.

A woman's body was found in a 
pond on the grounds of Kensing-

ton Palace, Kate Middleton and Prince 
William's London home, on August 
29, the Independent reports. Police 
retrieved the body from the Round 
Pond in Kensington Gardens, which is 
directly in front of the palace.

The woman, who has yet to be cor-
rectly identified, was initially believed 
to be then-missing artist Endellion 
Lycett Green, and police wrongly noti-
fied her family of her death. Her broth-
er, John Lycett Green, subsequently 
informed friends that she had been 
found "alive, safe and well."

In a statement to Sky News, a 
spokesperson for the Metropolitan 
Police said, "Police were called to 
Kensington Gardens W2 at 7.09am 

on Saturday, 29 August to a report of 
the concern for the safety of a wom-
an." They continued, "The woman was 
pronounced dead at the scene. The 
death is being treated as unexplained 
at this time, but is not thought to be 
suspicious. A post-mortem examina-
tion will take place in due course."

The Duke and Duchess of Cam-
bridge were not at Kensington Palace 
when the body was discovered, as they 
were vacationing with children Prince 
George, Prince Louis, and Princess Char-
lotte at Balmoral, the Queen's Scottish 
estate. According to Sky, it's unknown 
whether any other members of the roy-
al family—such as Princess Eugenie and 
husband Jack Brooksbank, who also live 
at the palace—were there when the 
body was found.

Mumbai, Sep 7 (PTI): Actor-host Malaika 
Arora on Tuesday announced that she has 
tested positive for COVID-19 and is quaran-
tining at her home. The Bollywood diva said 
she is asymptomatic and following all the 
required protocols.

Today I have tested positive for corona-
virus but I want to inform you all that I am 
feeling fine, Malaika wrote in a statement 
posted on Instagram.

I am asymptomatic and following all the 
required protocols and will be quarantined 
at home as instructed by my doctor and 
authorities. I request you all to stay calm 
and safe. Thank you for all your support, 
she added. The 46-year-old fashionista is 
best known for her performance in popular 
Bollywood songs such as Chaiyya Chaiyya 
, Maahi Ve , Kaal Dhamaal and Munni Bad-
naam Hui .

Malaika, who started her showbiz jour-
ney as video jockey and model, has also 
served as a judge on reality TV shows such 
as Nach Baliye , Jhalaak Dikhhla Jaa and In-
dia's Got Talent .

Prior to her coronavirus diagnosis, she 
was shooting for Sony TV's reality show In-
dia's Best Dancer , that resumed after the 
government allowed film and TV produc-
tion to commence as a part of the Unlock 
procedure. The production of the show, 
which also features Geeta Kapoor and Ter-
ence Lewis as judges, was recently put on 
hold after some of the crew members tested 
positive for the virus.

Los Angeles, Sep 7 (PTI): Veteran filmmak-
er Ridley Scott has confirmed that he is mak-
ing yet another movie in his famous "Alien" 
franchise.

The 82-year-old director, however, said it 
is too early to say whether the new film will 
be a continuation of his prequel series, that 
started with "Prometheus" in 2012.

"That's in process. We went down a route 
to try and reinvent the wheel with Pro-
metheus and Covenant. Whether or not we 
go directly back to that is doubtful because 
'Prometheus' woke it up very well," Scott told 
Forbes in an interview.

"But you know, you're asking fundamen-
tal questions like, 'Has the Alien himself, the 
facehugger, the chestburster, have they all 
run out of steam? Do you have to rethink the 

whole bloody thing and simply use the word 
to franchise?' That's always the fundamental 
question," he added.

Scott had launched the franchise with 
1979's "Alien", about the crew of the com-
mercial space tug named Nostromo, who 
encounter the eponymous Alien, a deadly 
and aggressive extraterrestrial set loose 
on the ship.

Headlined by Sigourney Weaver, the film 
was followed by three sequels -- "Aliens" 
(1986), "Alien 3" (1992) and "Alien Resurrec-
tion" (1997). However, Scott didn't direct any 
of the films.

Many years later, Scott revisited the fran-
chise with "Prometheus", starring Michael 
Fassbender and Noomi Rapace. He followed it 
up with 2017's "Alien: Covenant".


