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Cash for tweet: Celebs Caught 
on Camera agreeing to post 
online for politiCal parties
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shutting down the internet 
doesn’t work – but 

governments keep doing it
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west dist admn feliCitates 
20 Cmmss students
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Tamang community consulted before 
Bill placed in Assembly: CM

“Opposition 
and 
irresponsible 
elements 
instigating 
adhoc 
teachers”
SuMMiT RepoRT
Gangtok, 20 Feb:

Chief Minister, Pawan 
Chamling today said 

that people with vested 
interests are trying to in-
stigate people on the Sik-
kim Regulation of Trans-
fer of Land (Amend-
ment) Bill. The bill does 
not have provision for 
lands of Tamang commu-
nity because members of 
the community request-
ed the government not to 
do so, he clarified while 
speaking during the As-
sembly session.

The CM said that the 
government consulted 
members and associa-
tions of Limboo and Ta-

mang communities be-
fore placing the Sikkim 
Regulation of Transfer 
of Land (Amendment) 
Bill in the Assembly. The 
Tamang community said 
that they were happy 
with the present prac-
tice, he added.

Mr Chamling further 
stated that if the Tamang 
community wants land 
protection in the future 
then the government 
will make provisions for 
them as well.

On the issue of reg-
ularisation of adhoc 
teachers, the CM stated 
that the opposition and 
irresponsible elements 
are instigating teachers 
to disrupt the education 
of children. As educated 
youth, teachers should 
know about the sub-
jects that come under the 
Union, State and Concur-
rent lists, he said further 
adding that education is 
in the concurrent list and 
the State has to follow the 
rules made by the Centre. 

Even if the govern-
ment wants, it cannot 
regularise those teach-
ers who do not fulfil the 
required criteria, he said. 

The CM further stat-
ed that the government 
has decided to regularize 

those who fulfil criteria 
in two years’ time even 
though it is against the 
interests of those candi-
dates who already fulfil 
all criteria.  

He also urged teach-
ers not to listen to irre-

sponsible politicians. 
“I have suffered a 

lot in building Sikkim in 
these past 25 years. So 
I only desire that Sikkim 
does not go into the wrong 
hands and the peace, se-
curity and development 

of Sikkim remains undis-
turbed,” he said. 

He added that if the 
State goes into the wrong 
hands then there will be 
no money even to give sal-
aries to employees and to 
run ongoing projects.

On the issue of Nepali 
seat restoration, the CM 
stated that seats cannot 
be allotted in the name of 
a community but can be 
reserved for SCs and STs. 
On the same, he informed 
that the SDF government 
formed the Burman Com-
mission to make all com-
munities tribal but SKM 
MLAs boycotted when 
the Burman report was 
placed in the Assembly. 

“SKM rejected the 
first step towards reserv-
ing seats for Nepali com-
munity by making them 
tribal. This is the double 
standard of the opposi-
tion party,” he said.

He also said that state 
government employees 
have always been given 
first priority in the annu-
al budget every year. He 
recollected that there has 
never been an instance 
where tensions have 
erupted due to non-pay-
ment of salaries to em-
ployees and also added

turn to pg02 

Arrested adhoc teachers make bail

SuMMiT RepoRT
Gangtok, 20 Feb:

The four adhoc teach-
ers taken into custo-

dy yesterday on charges 
of inciting and leading 
the adhoc teachers’ rally 
into blocking the nation-
al highway on Monday 
were released on bail 
this afternoon. This, af-

ter a daylong to and fro 
on the issue which has 
pulled in more organi-
zations into the protest. 
The adhoc teachers have 
been demanding service 
regularization and con-
tinuation of service and 
are not satisfied with the 
HRDD notification issued 
on Monday in response 

to their demands.
The four teachers – 

Yogesh Sharma, Wangdi 
Tshering Bhutia, Rajesh 
Dahal and Prakash Para-
juli – were taken into 
custody late yesterday 
evening when they had 
gone to the Sadar Police 
Station to file a complaint 
against some comments 

being made about them 
on social media. 

They were arrested 
based on an FIR filed by 
the ADC [East] alleging 
their involvement in the 
highway blockade by ad-
hoc teachers on Monday.

As news of the arrest 
spread, adhoc teachers 

turn to pg02

West and 
South get 
new DCs
SuMMiT RepoRT
Gangtok, 20 Feb:

Just days after the State 
Government had effect-

ed the transfers of some 
top officials of the State, 
new transfer orders have 
been issued today. 

Karma R Bonpo, who 
was transferred to the 
post of Additional Sec-
retary, FRED on 18 Feb 
2019, has been again 
transferred and posted 
as DC West. On the other 
hand, DC West, AB Karki 
has been posted as Man-
aging Director, Sikkim 
Milk Union, on deputation.

Meanwhile, Manag-
ing Director, Sikkim Milk 
Union, Ragul K, has been 
posted as DC South. 

Special Secretary, 
LRDM Department, 
Rinzing Chewang Bhutia, 
earlier transferred to the 
post of DC South has been 
retained as Special Secre-
tary, LRDM Department. 

Loss caused by bandh to be 
recovered from those calling 
and enforcing it: Home Deptt
SuMMiT RepoRT
Gangtok, 20 Feb:

With the Sikkim 
bandh called by the 

Sikkim Krantikari Morcha 
for 28 Feb barely a week 
away, the Home Depart-
ment, in a circular issued 
by the Chief Secretary to-
day, has warned that any 
loss caused by a bandh 
was liable to be recovered 
from the sponsors and or-
ganizers of such a bandh.

The Circular points 
out to a Supreme Court 
order of 1997 that the 
calling of or enforcing a 
bandh was violative of 
the fundamental rights of 
the people in addition to 
causing national loss and 
was hence declared un-

constitutional and illegal.
The Circular also 

quotes another Supreme 
Court judgment to reit-
erate that to call for or 
enforce a bandh was “im-
permissible”.

Building on this, the 
Circular then “orders” 
that the call for or enforc-
ing a bandh in any man-
ner “shall be illegal.”

Those who still at-
tempt or enforce the 
same shall be liable “to 
be dealt under the law 
and the State Govern-
ment would recover the 
loss from the sponsors 
and organizers of such 
bandh and would also 
be liable to be dealt with 
such other as applicable.”

Two-day Assembly session concludes

Sikkim downs Arunachal to begin 
Dr T Ao Cup on winning note

SuMMiT RepoRT
Gangtok, 20 Feb: 

A brace by Sangay 
Chophel Bhutia helped 

Sikkim start the 2nd Dr T 
Ao Centenary North East 
International NEC Gold 
Cup Football Champion-
ship [U-21] 2019 cam-
paign with a victory. 

Playing its first match 
in the qualifying round, Sik-
kim outplayed Arunachal 
Pradesh 03-01 at Guwahati 
in Assam today.

With an attacking 

start, Sangay Chophel 
won an early lead for Sik-
kim in the 3rd minute it-
self and soon completed 
his brace in the 7th min-
ute. The first half end-
ed 2-1 when Arunachal 
Pradesh scoring a goal 
in the last minutes of the 
first half.

In the second half, 
Sikkim again got several 
opportunities to extend 
the lead but missed the 
net until finally Prashant 

turn to pg02

Three Bills 
passed
Gangtok, 20 Feb (IPR): 
The concluding day of the 
two-day Seventh Session 
(Part VI) of the Ninth As-
sembly of Sikkim Legis-
lative Assembly saw the 
passing of the Sikkim 
Regulation of Transfer of 
Land (Amendment) Bill, 
Bill No. 2 of 2019, present-
ed in the house by  Pawan 
Chamling, Leader of the 
House and  also the Min-
ister-in-Charge of Land 
Revenue and Disaster 
Management Department. 

The Bill aims to en-

sure protection against 
alienation of the land 
holding of the Limboo 
community. Following 
persistent demand of the 

Limboo community for 
protection against alien-
ation of Land belonging 
to persons of Limboo 
community and with a 

view to ensure such pro-
tection of the interest of 
Land of the said commu-
nity, Sections 3(A) and 
3(B) have been proposed 

for insertion in the Act.
The House also 

passed the Beggary 
(Amendment) Bill, Bill 
No. 3 of 2019, presented 
by Tulshi Devi Rai, Min-
ister-in –Charge of Social 
Justice, Empowerment 
and Welfare Department. 
The Bill seeks to amend 
section 25 of the Sikkim 
Prohibition of Beggary 
Act, 2004 which cast 
stigma on the persons 
suffering from leprosy 
and also create a disabil-
ity for them as per the 
direction given by the 
Supreme Court in its or-
der dated 24/04/2018 
in Writ Petition (Civil) 

No. 1151/2017 in the 
matter of Vidhi Centre 
for Legal Policy versus 
Union of India.

During the Financial 
Business, the Vote of Ac-
count 2019-20 for the 
State of Sikkim for six 
months starting April to 
September 2019 was to 
the tune of Rs. 356629.60 
lakh comprising of Rs. 
271388.39 lakh on Rev-
enue Account and Rs. 
85241.21 lakh on Capital 
Account which was an-
nounced and passed by 
the House and was pre-
sented by Pawan Cham-
ling, Leader of the House
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Decision on GST on real estate, 
lottery deferred till Sunday; 

return filing deadline extended
New Delhi, Feb 20 (PTI): 
The GST Council Wednes-
day deferred a decision 
on rationalisation of tax 
rates on real estate and 
lottery till February 24 as 
some opposition-ruled 
states demanded that a 
meeting, where members 
are physically present, be 
convened for deciding on 
such crucial issues.

The 33rd meeting of 
the Council, held through 
video conferencing, 
also decided to extend 
the deadline for filing 
summary sales return - 
GSTR-3B - for January by 
two days till February 22.

“Considering the 
speed at which returns 
are getting filed, thou-
sands of returns being 
filed every hour, the sug-
gestion before the GST 
Council was to extend the 
deadline by two days for 
all states; and since some 
areas are facing distur-
bance, for Jammu & Kash-

mir it be extended till Feb-
ruary 28. So we took that 
decision,” Finance Minis-
ter Arun Jaitley said.

The GST Council, head-
ed by Jaitley and compris-
ing state counterparts, 
was also slated to discuss 
the reports of the group 
of ministers (GoM) on 
under-construction hous-
ing property and lottery. 
Ministers from all states 
attended the meeting.

Briefing reporters 
after the meeting of the 
Council, Jaitley said the 
report of the GoM on real 
estate was considered, 
and since some states 
wanted a physical meeting 
before a final decision is 
taken on the issue, hence, 
a final decision would 
be taken after a physical 
meeting on February 24.

However, GST on lot-
tery was not be taken 
up for discussion by the 
Council on Wednesday.

turn to pg02
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that potential situations were also immediately ad-
dressed to avoid any inconveniences to the employ-
ees and advocated that all officers should also work 
towards smoothening out administrative creases for 
the welfare of all.

While addressing the various claims and false 
allegations about the flagship schemes of the state 
government such as the One Family One Job Scheme 
being complete hogwash, he asserted that the scheme 
has been framed and implemented keeping all the nit-
ty-gritties in mind.

He mentioned that an amount of Rs 365 crore has 
been allocated in this Vote on Account to give subse-
quent salaries to employees under OFOJ scheme.

He said that people, especially the youth should 
come forward and have faith in the state government 
and stay away from rumours and speculations and be-
lieve in the reality of almost 20,000 unemployed Sik-
kimese getting employment that is out for all to see. 

The Leader of the House and Chief Minister, ex-
pressed gratitude to the people of Sikkim for giving 
his government continued mandate for the fifth con-
secutive term. He reminisced his initial years as a 
young leader of the Sikkim Legislative Assembly and 
how he had spent close to 35 years for the welfare of 
Sikkim and its people. 

Tamang community...

Chettri extended the lead in the 88th minute of the 
match to seal a 03-01 victory for Sikkim. Sikkim 
bagged three full points from this victory.

Speaking over the phone, Sikkim team manager, Ar-
jun Rai, mentioned that the State team dominated the 
match with maximum possession of the ball but missed 
several chances to finish the match at a higher scoreline. 

Sikkim will now take on Bhutan on 22 February in 
its second qualifying match.

Sikkim downs Arunachal...

started gathering at MG Marg last night itself and af-
ter meeting there again this morning, marched to the 
Sadar PS demanding that the FIR be withdrawn and 
their colleagues released.

Although there was some tension initially, the 
confrontation never got out of hand even as the num-
ber of adhoc teachers picketing the Sadar PS grew 
through the day.

The demand for the FIR to be withdrawn was clar-
ified by the Sadar personnel as a matter which was 
not in their hands and something that could only be 
settled in the Court. Even as the teachers remained in-
sistent, a group went to meet the ADC with the same 
demand while members of the Sikkim Teachers’ As-
sociation also arrived at the spot and offered to meet 
HRDD officials to clarify the doubts the protesting 
teachers had vis a vis the notification.

Later in the day, the Judicial Magistrate, East, 
turned down the police request for judicial custody 
and directed that the four teachers be released upon 
them producing independent/ individual, reliable 
and cogent sureties.

The four emerged from the Sadar PS to a strong 
welcome from their colleagues who had remained 
outside the thana through the day. 

Arrested adhoc...

“The discussion which remained incomplete to-
day through video conferencing... Few ministers ex-
pressed their opinion and the rest will express their 
opinion and we will try and take a decision on this is-
sue on Sunday. So the meeting stands adjourned as of 
day for Sunday,” Jaitley said.

During the meeting, opposition-ruled states like 
Delhi and Kerala demanded that a physical meeting 
be held to decide on crucial issues like real estate and 
lottery, while the representative from Punjab flagged 
a technical point relating to land cost being included 
while deciding on GST rate.

“I have always followed an approach of moving as 
per consensus, and since some of the states wanted a 
meeting where members are physically present, keep-
ing the idea of consensus in mind, I adjourned the meet-
ing to Sunday so that a physical meeting can be held and 
the same issue will be discussed on Sunday,” Jaitley said.

The GoM on real estate sector, headed by Guja-
rat Deputy Chief Minister Nitin Patel, had earlier this 
month suggested cutting GST on under-construction 
residential properties to 5 per cent without input tax 
credit (ITC), from 12 per cent, currently. On affordable 
housing segment, it suggested that GST be slashed to 
3 per cent, from 8 per cent.

At present, GST is levied at 12 per cent with ITC on 
payments made for under-construction property or 
ready-to-move-in flats where completion certificate 
has not been issued at the time of sale.

During the Council meeting on Wednesday, the 
representative from Bihar suggested that GST on af-
fordable housing segment be brought down to 1 per 
cent. It also suggested that where 90 per cent area 
of a property is used for residential purposes and 10 
per cent is used for commercial purpose, it should be 
treated as residential property for GST purposes.

The GoM on lottery, under Maharashtra Finance 
Minister Sudhir Mungantiwar, favoured a uniform 
GST rate of either 18 per cent or 28 per cent.

Currently, a state-organised lottery attracts 12 per 
cent GST while a state-authorised lottery attracts 28 
per cent tax.

The GoM favoured hiking GST rate on the state-or-
ganised lottery to either 18 per cent or 28 per cent 
and lowering rate on state-authorised lottery to 18 
per cent or retaining it at 28 per cent.

On Tuesday, Kerala Finance Minister Thomas Isaac 
had strongly objected to the suggestion of the GoM say-
ing this would benefit “lottery mafia” and that a decision 
should be taken only during a physical meeting.

“I will walk out of the February 20 Council meet-
ing if any decision is taken on lottery. Also I will 
henceforth not attend any Council meetings till the 
elections are over. This is not cooperative federalism,” 
Isaac had said.

Delhi Deputy Chief Minister Manish Sisodia had 
also written to Jaitley on Tuesday, seeking that a meet-
ing be held where all members are physically present.

The two GoMs were set up by the GST Council last month.
PwC India Partner and Leader Indirect Tax Pratik 

Jain said restricting the input credit is not a good idea 
for any sector, particularly real estate which requires 
more formalisation.

“If at all the final decision is to introduce a 5 per 
cent levy without input credit, it is important that 
other related issues such as reduction in GST rate on 
cement and on construction contracts are also delib-
erated in detail, along with aspects such as treatment 
of input credit which may already be accumulated in 
the books,” Jain said.

Decision on GST...

also the Minister-in-Charge of Finance, Revenue and 
Expenditure Department.

The House also passed the Sikkim Appropriation 
Bill, Bill No. 1 of 2019 unanimously for the Vote on Ac-
count 2019-20. It was introduced by Pawan Chamling, 
Leader of the House and also the Minister-in-Charge 
of Finance, Revenue and Expenditure Department.

The Leader of the House also the Minis-
ter-in-Charge of Finance, Revenue and Expenditure 
Department presented the CAG Reports on Finance 
Accounts (Volume I & II) for the year 2017-18 and Ap-
propriation Accounts for the year 2017-18.

Chairperson, B. B. Rai, Public Accounts Committee also 
presented the report of the Assembly Committees on

1. 113th Report on Action Taken on the Recom-
mendations of the Public Accounts Commit-
tee by the State Government Departments as 
contained in its 102nd Report.

2.  114th Report on further Action Taken on the 
Recommendations of the Public Accounts 
Committee by the Energy and Power Depart-
ment, Government of Sikkim as contained in 
its 104th Report.

3. 115th Report on Action Taken on the Recom-
mendations of the Public Accounts Commit-
tee by the State Bank of Sikkim as contained 
in its 106th Report.

The Leader of the House and Chief Minister, Pawan 
Chamling then gave his valedictory address.

Speaker, Sikkim Legislative Assembly, K.N.Rai 
announced and presented the Annual Report of the 
Commission and Government Departments which 
was laid on the table of the House.

The Speaker of the State Legislative Assembly, K.N 
Rai in his Vote of Thanks expressed his thanks to the 
Deputy Speaker, The Leader of the House, the MLA’s 
and all the officials of the State Assembly, the Police 
Department and the Press and Media for unhindered 
sessions of the State Legislative Assembly.

Earlier, Members of Legislative Assembly, R.B 
Subba, Hemendra Adhikari and Shyam Pradhan also 
rendered their Vote of Thanks wherein they thanked 
the Speaker and The Deputy Speaker for successful 
conduction of Assembly Sessions. They also made ref-
erences to the Chief Minister for his vision in trans-
forming Sikkim into a world class model state in the 
country and the world.

At the end, the Speaker adjourned the House sine-die.

Two-day Assembly...

Labour Welfare Board 
Chairperson visits 
pharma factories

SuMMiT RepoRT
Gangtok, 20 Feb:

Chairperson, Labour 
Welfare Board, Gov-

ernment of Sikkim, S.K. 
Bardewa, visited the 
Sun Pharma factory and 
Macleode factory at As-
sam Lingzey area along 
with the officials of the 
Labour Department as 
a random sampling visit 
and discussed various 
issues wherein the man-
agement of the two orga-
nizations were asked to 
strictly adhere to various 
directions, a press re-
lease informs.

The Chairperson has 
also suggested that the 
Labour department issue 
circulars to all the con-
cerned factories of Sikkim to 
follow labour welfare mea-
sures and guidance which 
were discussed with the 
concerned management of 
these factories for welfare of 
labourers of Sikkim.

Among the measures 
discussed was that the 
factories will organise 
and extend medical fa-
cilities to the maximum 
extent. It has been found 
that some of the hydel 
power projects like 
Tashiding Hydro Proj-
ect of Gyalshing, West 
Sikkim do not offer any 
medical facilities. Hence, 
it has been felt necessary 

to issue the general cir-
cular for welfare of the 
labourers. Special med-
ical facilities to women 
labourers has also been 
emphasised in the dis-
cussion and agreed upon 
by the management.

Secondly, all these 
factories in Sikkim are 
now onwards to organ-
ise a labour welfare and 
information system li-
brary attached to the la-
bourers canteen so that 
the labourers get appro-
priate opportunities to 
have access to valuable 
employment in overall 
information system.

Mr Bardewa dis-
cussed the advertise-
ment of notification pro-
cess in the factories as 
per the labour laws. The 
Chairperson suggested 
further that the existing 
vacancies in the factories 
in Sikkim needs to be ad-
vertised in at least three 
Nepali language news-
papers having ample re-
quired circulation for the 
required number of days 
as per IPR rules, Govern-
ment of Sikkim. 

The labourers can 
send complaints or sug-
gestions to the Chairper-
son, S.K. Bardewa, Labour 
Welfare Board, Govt. of 
Sikkim, Post Box 56, Gang-
tok, the release mentions.

Two Sikkim 
girls to 
represent 
India in 
Turkish 
Women’s 
Cup
SuMMiT RepoRT
Gangtok, 20 Feb:

Lako Phuti Bhutia and 
Anju Tamang have 

been shortlisted by All 
India Football Federa-
tion (AIFF) for the Senior 
Women National Football 
Team to play in the Turk-
ish Women’s Cup 2019. 

The tournament is 
scheduled to be held 
from 25 Feb to 06 Mar, 
however, the team will 
be travelling to Istan-
bul /Ankara on 20 Feb 
2019 for a pre-tour-
nament camp. Both 
the girls are regular 
members of SFA senior 
women football team 
and hail from West Sik-
kim.

President, SFA, 
Menla Ethenpa has 
congratulated both 
the players and hoped 
that they will give their 
100% to bring laurels 
to Sikkim in particu-
lar and to the nation in 
general. He has wished 
them best of luck.

SC holds RCom chairman Anil Ambani guilty of 
contempt, directs payment of Rs 453 crore to Ericsson

New Delhi, Feb 20 (PTI): 
Observing there was a 
‘wilful default’, the Su-
preme Court on Wednes-
day held Anil Ambani, 
chairman of Reliance 
Communication(RCom), 
guilty of contempt of 
court and ordered the 
debt-laden company to 
clear the Rs 453 crore 
dues to Swedish telecom 
equipment maker Erics-
son within four weeks or 
face a 3-month jail term.

In a verdict that came 
as a setback to Ambani, 
the apex court also pulled 
up the industrialist for 
his “cavalier attitude” 
demonstrated through 
the affidavit filed in the 
court and said any “un-
conditional apology” giv-
en must be rejected.

Besides Ambani, the 
court held Reliance 
Telecom Ltd chairman 
Satish Seth and Reli-
ance Infratel Ltd Chhaya 
Virani as well as their 
three companies guilty 
of contempt of court,

“The RCom group is 
directed to purge the 
contempt of this Court 
by payment to Ericsson 
the sum of Rs 453 crore 
within a period of four 
weeks from today. In de-
fault of such payment, 
the Chairmen who have 
given undertakings to 
this Court will suffer 
three months impris-
onment,” said a bench 
of Justices R F Nariman 
and Vineet Saran.

It directed the regis-
try of the apex court to 
pay Rs 118 crore depos-
ited by the RCom group 
to Ericsson within a pe-
riod of one week from 
Wednesday.

The court said there 
is no doubt that the three 
Reliance Companies have 
“wilfully not paid the 
sum of Rs 550 crore plus 
interest and have thus 
breached the undertak-
ings given to this Court”.

“We are also of the 
view that in the facts of 
the present case, wilful 
default is made out...,” 
the court said, adding 
it is not a case of acci-
dental or unintentional 
disobedience.

It also imposed Rs 
one crore fine on each of 
the three companies and 
directed the amount to 
be deposited with the Su-
preme Court Legal Ser-
vices Committee within 
four weeks from today 
and in case of default 
the chairmen of these 
companies will have to 
undergo one month’s im-
prisonment.

Shortly after the 
pronouncement of the 
verdict, senior advocate 
Mukul Rohatgi, who ap-
peared for Ambani, said 
he respects the decision 
of the apex court and ex-
pressed confidence that 
the group will honour the 
directions on payment of 
dues to Ericsson.

“We respect the Su-
preme Court’s order. We 
have faced our difficul-
ties. However, the court 
ruled the way it has 
ruled,” Rohatgi told PTI.

“I am sure Rcom will 
honour the Supreme 
Court’s order,” he added.

The 41-page verdict 
by the apex court came 
on three contempt peti-
tions filed by Ericsson 
for non-payment of its 
Rs 550 crores dues for 
the work of operation, 
maintenance, and man-
agement of RCom’s net-
work the telecom equip-
ment maker has done 
since 2013.

The court while deal-
ing with the facts of the 
case said the undertak-
ings given by the three 
chairmen of the three 
companies on August 
9, last year that Rs 550 
Crore dues of Ericsson 

will be paid subject to 
the sale of assets was 
neither in accordance of 
the apex court’s order of 
August 3, 2018 nor as per 
the undertaking given by 
directors of the company 
before the National Com-
pany Law Appellate Tri-
bunal (NCLAT).

“In view of this, it is 
clear that the three Re-
liance Companies had 
no intention, at the very 
least, of adhering to the 
time limit of 120 days or 
to the extended time lim-
it of 60 days plus, as was 
given by way of indul-
gence, by the order dated 
October 23, 2018.

“The undertakings 
given on the footing that 
the amount of Rs 550 
crore would be paid 
only out of the sale of 
assets was false to the 
knowledge of the three 
Reliance Companies,” it 
said, and added, “This 
itself affects the ad-
ministration of justice, 
and is therefore, con-
tempt of court”.

Dealing with the affi-
davit of Ambani filed in 
the contempt petition of 
Ericsson, the bench said 
he has stated RCom has 
not taken or received any 
advantage on account of 
the undertaking submit-
ted before the top court.

Terming the state-
ment of Ambani as 
“wholly incorrect”, the 
bench said that without 
filing the said undertak-
ing in the court, RCom 
could not have sought 
quashing of the insolven-
cy proceedings.

“We are of the view 

that any uncondition-
al apology given that 
there was no intention 
to make any wrongful 
undertaking or that the 
undertaking was sub-
mitted bona fide must 
be rejected. It is clear 
that this reply affidavit 
clearly demonstrates 
the cavalier attitude of 
the deponent (Amba-
ni) of this affidavit to 
the highest court of the 
land,” the bench said.

It said that to say 
that the sum of Rs 550 
crore would be paid 
only out of sale of assets 
of the three Reliance 
Companies is a “deliber-
ate misstatement” made 
in the undertakings as 
well as the applications 
for extension of time 
filed before the Court, 
which was done with 
the purpose of circum-
venting the orders of 
this Court.

Referring to the let-
ter of January 21, writ-
ten by advocates on be-
half of RCom group to 
Ericsson offering to clear 
the dues with interest 
subject to withdrawal of 
contempt petitions, the 
bench said the Reliance 
Companies were able 
to pay the outstanding 
amount, but were wilfully 
refusing to do so.

The apex court dis-
missed the contempt 
petition filed by Erics-
son with respect to the 
Chairman of State Bank 
of India, saying the bank 
has nothing to do with Rs 
550 Crore which has to 
be paid only by the three 
Reliance Companies.
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GOVERNMENT OF SIKKIM 
ROADS & BRIDGES DEPARTMENT

RABONG SUB DIVISION
SOUTH SIKKIM

N.I.T. No.01/GOS/DIV/R&B/Rab                                        Dated: 18/02/2019

TENDER NOTICE
For and on behalf of the Governor of Sikkim, Divisional Engineer (Rabong), Roads & Bridges Department, 
Government of Sikkim, invites sealed tenders under single bid system from the eligible contractors of Class 
III Grade enlisted with Sikkim Public Works Department vide Notification No: 584/R&B/PWD/Secy, dated 
08.10.2018 &vide Notification No.556/R&B/Secy. Dated 28/08/2018, through competitive bidding within 
the territorial jurisdiction of the Gram panchayat Ward where the work is to be executed.Thedetails of 
works and time schedules are as under: -

Sl.

No.
Name of Work

Cost of work put 
to tender

(in Rs)

earnest Mon-
ey @ 2.5%

(in Rs)

Cost of Ten-
der docu-

ments

(in Rs)

Comple-
tion time

GPU/
WARD

1 Upgradation 
& Carpeting 
of 5.00 Km 
road from 
Gagyong 
Kasel dara to 
Manglee un-
der Yangang 
Sub-Division. 
(Km-1st)

1,09,75,811.00 2,74,395.00 30,000.00 24 
months

GPU: 
Sripatam 
Gagyong.

2 Upgradation 
& Carpeting 
of 5.00 Km 
road from 
Gagyong 
Kasel dara to 
Manglee un-
der Yangang 
Sub-Division. 
Km 2nd & 3rd.

1,81,29,538.00 4,53,238.00 30,000.00 24 
months

GPU: 
Sripatam 
Gagyong.

3. Upgradation 
& Carpeting 
of 5.00 Km 
road from 
Gagyong 
Kasel dara to 
Manglee un-
der Yangang 
Sub-Division 
Km 4th & 5th.

1,61,98,170.00 4,04,954.00 30,000.00 24 
months

GPU 
: Sri-
patam 
Gagyong.

Time Schedule: -
1.	 Date of submission of application with bank Receipt    27st February, 2019.

For issue of Tender Documents (excluding Tender              (From 10.00am to 3.00pm)
Form)

2.	 Date of issue of Tender Form on submission of   2nd March, 2019.
TDR (as Earnest Money)    (From 10.00am to 3.00pm)

3.	 Last Date and Time of submission of Tender: -  5th March, 2019 
(Venue: GPK Sripatam Gagyong)   (From 10.00am to 12.00pm)  
   

4.	 Date and Time of Opening of Bid:   5th March, 2019 
(Venue: GPK Sripatam Gagyong)   (1 pm onwards)

       
CONDITIONS OF CONTRACT:

1.	 Tender is open only to the eligible Contractors/Firms of appropriate Class/Area(Concerned Gram 
Panchayat Ward).

2.	 The intending tenders/contractors should apply in writing for issue of tender documents. The appli-
cation would be invariably signed by the contractor himself/herself. The tender documents will not 
be issued to any person other than the INTENDING TENDERER. The application shall be submitted 
initially for each works listed above with all required documents.

3.	 The application should enclose attested copies of the (a) Validated/Updated Contractor Enlistment 
Certificate along with the application. It is mandatory to produce the original validated/Updated En-
listment Certificate during sale/Issue of the Tender Documents for verification. 

4.	 The prescribed Non-Transferable Tender Documents (excluding the Tender Form) can be obtained 
during the period specified abovefrom the office of the Assistant Engineer, Roads & Bridges Depart-

ment, Rabong Sub Division on production of requisite Bank Receipt of the StateBankof 
Sikkim, towards the cost of Tender Documents (Non-Refundable) under the receipt Head 
‘cost of Tender Form’ to the Chief Accounts Officer/Accounts Officer concerned.

5.	 Earnest money deposit @ 2.50% in the State Bank of Sikkimshallbe in the form of De-
posit Receipt of Schedule Bank which includes deposits in the form of Temporary Depos-
it Receipt (TDR) in favour of the Senior Accounts Officer, Roads & Bridges Department, 
Namchi Circle. Tender Form shall be issued only on production of deposit receipts, to 
that Contractor/Firm who has obtained the tender documents, on production of Deposit 
Receiptof 2.50% earnest money.

6.	 The Tender documents, including the Tender Form with quoted offer should be placed 
in a sealed cover with the name of the tenderers and the name of work superscripted on 
it. Supporting documents listed at Sl. No: 3 (a) above should be enclosed with the offer.

7.	 Sealed Tenders may be deposited in the Tender Box in the Office of the Assistant Engineer, Roads 
& Bridges, Rabong Sub-Division, South Sikkim, on the date and within the time indicated above.

8.	 Tenders shall be opened by a Tender Opening Committee as prescribed by the Govern-
ment in the presence of the tenderers on the date and time indicated above.

9.	 The Tenderer shouldsign on every page of the tender documents as Acceptance of the 
General Direction and Conditions of contract and other laid down norms. The rate quoted 
should be both in figures and words and should be inclusive of GST and all other Taxes 
and Levies. Over writing and corrections should be avoided and if made should be au-
thenticated. Incomplete/Conditional tenders shall be rejected forthwith. 

10.	 In case of any discrepancy in rate(s) printed in the schedule of Rates and Quantities is-
sued with the tender documents, rates as per approved Schedule of Rates will be taken 
as correct.  For items outside the Schedule of Rates (SOR), the rates shall be as per the 
technically checked estimate/analysis. Decision of the PCE-cum-Secretary/Head of the 
Department will be final in this regard.

11.	 The work value, scope and quantum of the work are subject to change; the contractor 
shall execute the work as per the directives of the Department. No claim on this account is 
entertained whatsoever. If any extra claim is made, it shall be as per the agreement rates.

12.	 The Department reserves the rights to hold payments to the contractor unless test certif-
icates are produced by the contractor when called upon to do so.

13.	 Avoidable damages due to negligence of the contractor shall be at his/her own risk and cost.The De-
partment shall not be liable for payment of such damages (if any), including accidents to labour at site.

14.	 The offer shall remain valid for a period for 90 (Ninety) days. The work should commence 
within 15 (fifteen) days form the issue of Work Order.

15.	 All the conditions as mentioned in the NIT shall be deemed to be a part of the agreement 
to be entered with the contractor. Security deposit shall be collected by deductions from 
the running bills of the contractor @ 5% of the value of work done.

16.	 The Department reserves the right to accept or reject any or all tenders without assigning 
any reason thereof.

17.	 The recoveries of Royalties on Forest Produce shall be as per rates notified by the Gov-
ernment from time to time and applicable on the date of payment. In no case, claim of 
any contractor for deduction as per rates incorporated in Analysis of Rates or Schedule of 
Rates on the date of tender shall be acceptable.

18.	 Subletting of contract work is against the norms and if it comes to the notice, the original 
contract shall be cancelled and appropriate action shall be initiated as per the rules.

19.	 In case the man power employed by the contractors are from outside the State or neigh-
bouring countries, it shall be the responsibility of the contractors to get them registered 
with the Labour Department, Government of Sikkim as per the relevant Labour Laws.

20.	 The Department also reserves the right to increase, decrease, alter or modify the item of 
works as indicated in the NIT without assigning any reason thereof.

21.	 Use of explosive shall be regulated as under:
(a)	 Transportation, Handling, storage and use of Explosives (if necessary) shall be in ac-

cordance with the provision of the India Explosive Act and General Guidelines, Circu-
lars issued by the department and other competent authorities on the subject from 
time to time.

(b)	 The rules and regulations issued by the Sikkim Public Works Department or any other 
competent authority shall strictly be adhered to with regard to transportation, stor-
age, handling and use of explosives at all times. Proper daily record of receipt and 
issue of explosivesshall be maintained by the contractor.

22.	 The contractor shall also make arrangement to have photographs of the works taken at least 
at three stages of the construction period i.e. beginning, middle and completion stages.

23.	 Damage of properties in and around the work site must be avoided at all cost. The con-
tractor shall be held responsible for any acts of negligence and shall be made to make 
good the damages.

24.	 It is accepted to the tenderer to have inspected the site before submitting his/her bid. 
There may be possible site difficulties for which the tenderer should have their own cor-
rect assessment before submitting the bid.

25.	 The contractor will have to pay all taxes and duties as applicable and notified by the 
State/Central Government and no claim shall be entertained in this regard whatsoever.

26.	 The cost of Stock materials supplied from the Departmental store will be deducted from 
the contractor’s bills as per rules.

R.O. No. 717/IPR/PUB/Classi./18-19
Dt. 20.02.2019

Sd/-
Divisional Engineer,

Roads & Bridges Department,
Rabong Sub Division, South Sikkim.

West Dist admn felicitates 20 CMMSS students
Gyalshing, 20 Feb [IPR]: 
The 20 students from 
various schools of the 
West District selected in 
this year’s merit list for 
Chief Minister’s Meritori-
ous Scholarship Scheme 
(CMMSS) were felicitated 
today by the West Dis-
trict Administration at 
the DAC Conference Hall. 

The program, an ini-
tiative of District Collec-
tor Dr AB Karki, was at-
tended by Tenzing Loden 
Lepcha, SP (W); Tushar 
G. Nikhare, SDM (W); 
T. Eden Bhutia, Addl. 
Dir. (HRDD); Karma D. 
Bhutia, JD (HRDD); Ten-
zing N. Bhutia, DFO (T) 
West; PL Subba, Dy. Dir. 
(HRDD); Dr NM Cintury, 
JD (AH&VS) and other of-
ficials of DAC.

Also as part of the pro-
gram, the Head Masters of 
schools to which the 20 stu-
dents belong were feted with 
Letters of Appreciation.

The DC West con-

gratulated the selected 
students and acknowl-
edged the contribution 
of the teachers who nur-
tured them to become 
meritorious. 

He said that the DAC 
was eager to help the stu-
dents of West District at-
tain their goals and was 
always ready to extend a 

helping hand to schools 
of the district. 

The DC acknowl-
edged the ability of the 
selected students for 
hard work and asked 
them to never lose hope 
and fight for success in 
future as well. 

He also expressed 
delight over the fact that 

West Sikkim students 
managed to secure 20 
CMMSS seats this year 
and congratulated the 
school heads and the 
parents and urged them 
to support the children 
in their future endeavors.

SP West and the SDM 
counseled the 20 merito-
rious students and also 

requested the parents 
and guardians to help the 
children gain more con-
fidence and always sup-
port their education.  

The SP West high-
lighted that the CMMSS 
scheme was a very 
beneficial intervention 
which needs to be taken 
advantage of. 

Omar questions PM’s ‘silence’ 
over violence against Kashmiris
Srinagar, Feb 20 (PTI): National Conference lead-
er Omar Abdullah Wednesday questioned the “si-
lence” of Prime Minister Narendra Modi about in-
cidents of violence against Kashmiris in some parts 
of the country in the aftermath of the recent attack 
on a CRPF convoy in Pulwama. Incidents of violence 
against Kashmiris have been reported from parts 
of the country after the Pulwama terror attack that 
claimed the lives of 40 CRPF personnel. The February 
14 attack was claimed by Jaish-e-Mohammed and the 
suicide bomber, who drove an explosives-laden vehi-
cle into a bus of the CRPF convoy, was a local youth.

“Dear PM @narendramodi Sahib, can we please 
have a few words of condemnation for the system-
atic attacks directed against Kashmiri students & 
others or does your concern not extend as far north 
as Kashmir?” Abdullah asked in a series of tweets.

The former chief minister was commenting on a 
video, which has gone viral on social media, show-
ing a kashmir man being beaten up in Kolkata.

“Having seen the video doing the rounds on so-
cial media of a young Kashmiri man being beaten 
up in Kolkata I’ve been in touch with @dereko-
brienmp & @MamataOfficial regarding the matter. 
The culprits have been identified & strongest possi-
ble action has been assured,” Abdullah said.

“The young man being beaten has also been 
contacted by the administration & is being looked 
after. Am grateful for the swift response @Ma-
mataOfficial didi,” he added. 

UK revokes ISIS 
jihadi bride’s 
citizenship
ADITI KHANNA
London, Feb 20 (PTI): 
A UK girl of Bangladeshi 
descent, who fled to join 
Islamic State (ISIS) in 
Syria in 2015 and mar-
ried an Islamist extrem-
ist, has been stripped of 
her British citizenship 
which the teen said was 
“unjust”.

Shamima Begum, 19, 
who had expressed the 
desire to return to the UK 
with her newborn son, 
was banned on Tuesday 
from entering the coun-
try. In a letter dated Feb-
ruary 19, UK home secre-
tary Sajid Javid wrote to 
Begum’s family inform-
ing them that he had 
made an order revoking 
her citizenship.

“Please find enclosed 
papers that relate to a de-
cision taken by the Home 
Secretary, to deprive your 
daughter, Shamima Be-
gum, of her British citizen-
ship,” the letter reads.

Begum, who is cur-
rently in a Syrian refu-
gee camp, described the 
move as “unjust”.

“I am not that shocked 
but I am a bit shocked. 
It’s a bit upsetting and 
frustrating. I feel like it’s 
a bit unjust on me and my 
son,” she told ITV News’ 
channel from the camp. 
Begum claimed that she 
was being treated harsh-
ly because “I was on the 
news four years ago”, 
saying that she heard of 
“other people being sent 
back to Britain”.

“I don’t know why my 
case is any different,” she 
added. She said she was 
weighing up her options 
and could try to apply for 
Dutch citizenship on the 
basis of the nationality of 
her ISIS-recruit husband, 
who is currently in prison.

“Another option I 
might try with my fami-
ly is my husband is from 
Holland and he has fami-
ly in Holland. Maybe I can 
ask for citizenship in Hol-
land. If he gets sent back 
to prison in Holland I can 
just wait for him while he 
is in prison,” she said.

Under the 1981 Brit-
ish Nationality Act, the 
UK home secretary has 
the power to deprive a 
person of their citizen-
ship if satisfied that it 
would be “conducive to 
the public good” and they 
would not become state-
less as a result.

It is believed that be-
cause Begum’s mother 
is Bangladeshi, she could 
apply for citizenship of 
that country. However, her 
family’s lawyer, Tasnime 
Akunjee, confirmed plans 
to legally challenge the or-
der because the teenager 
did not have dual nation-
ality and had never visited 
Bangladesh. “We are con-
sidering all legal avenues to 
challenge this decision Our 
position is that to all practi-
cal purposes she has been 
made stateless,” he said.

A UK Home Office 
spokesperson said that 
while it would not com-
ment on individual cases, 
“any decisions to deprive 
individuals of their citi-
zenship are based on all 
available evidence and 
not taken lightly”.

Addressing the House 
of Commons on Monday, 
Javid had revealed that 
more than 100 people 
have been barred from 
entering Britain due to 
their status as foreigners, 
or by having their Brit-
ish citizenship stripped 
if they are dual nationals 
because they posed a se-
curity threat. 
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The Right is Not Always Fair
Politics hence should make 

space for more voices

The rise and rise of the Right in India is not a phe-
nomenon unique to the country. The Right, Far 

Right and the Alt-Right are increasingly recording 
gains in polities where such successes would have 
been unthinkable till even a few years ago. But that 
is the situation where electoral politics has delivered 
too many governments to. In all fairness, the Far Right, 
which is what every Right-wing faction aspires to be if 
allowed, has not stolen power and influence and has 
been voted to a stronger sitting by a democratic pro-
cess. That, however, does not mean that there is no 
reason to worry. There is plenty that demands con-
cern. But first, let’s try and understand what allowed 
Radical parties to become so “mainstream”.

It is obvious that frustration with status quo drove 
people to vote so far Right. Around the world, as also 
in India, the electorate has traditionally fought shy of 
radical parties and limited their presence to the fringe 
or as part of coalitions. While this kept such parties in 
check, it also, over the years allowed the more liberal 
and left-of-centre parties to grow somnolent, increas-
ingly compromised and easily distracted. When the 
economy was doing fine and the lay citizenry could 
go about their lives partaking in politics only during 
election cycles, when the economic meltdown hap-
pened, the disparity that had settled in became stark 
and the blame was shouldered on dispensations that 
had been in office for too long. People lost faith in 
their leaders and their politics and leveraged the vote 
to effect radical change. Populist and majoritarian 
rhetoric presented options that the then leaders were 
unable to offer. This space could have been filled by 
the Left as well, but the timing was against them be-
cause their ideology had by then collapsed under the 
persistent stress a world that had changed faster than 
they could adapt. Further, the current rage of change 
has been powered by a middleclass which finds itself 
unmoored from its sense of security and they, while 
they may lean socialist, are not conditioned to lean far 
enough left. The Right and its other extremities thus 
found their favour.

While this may, to some extent, explain what is 
happening in the political space around us and even 
though most such elevations have been democratical-
ly endorsed, there is an inherent problem with such 
a situation which militates against the basic premise 
of democracy – diversity. The Right has traditionally 
been disinterested in the rights or even protection 
of the minorities and so seeped in insularity that 
authoritarianism is its natural position. We already 
see enough evidence of this everywhere, but will 
continue to flag some worries. Even as they peddle 
populist spiel with one hand, they reinforce control 
and authoritarianism with the other, foisting nation-
alism and majoritarian paranoia to destroy free me-
dia, undermine independent institutions and muzzle 
the opposition. None of this is desirable or safe, and 
yet, because they ride a wave, they pull it off. It goes 
without saying that for a democracy to be stable and 
healthy, all political actors need to believe in its basic 
precepts of free will, fair competition and checks & 
balances. None of these find resonance with the Far 
Right and efforts, overt and subversive, are always 
underway to undermine the executive, judiciary, free 
expression and free press. Take a look around. Such 
political actors, convinced of their right to rule and 
claiming righteousness, also lose the ability to sift fair 
criticism from spite.  More dangerously, they see their 
adversaries as enemies. Here, one needs to quote Mi-
chael Ignatieff, a political theorist and former leader 
of the Liberal party of Canada, who wrote this a few 
years ago: “For democracies to work, politicians need 
to respect the difference between an enemy and an 
adversary. An adversary is someone you want to de-
feat. An enemy is someone you have to destroy.”

And when democracy allows adversaries to be 
“destroyed,” democracy itself is dealt a fatal blow. Do 
we want that to happen?

WRITE US: Readers are invited to 
comment on, criticise, run down, even 
appreciate if they like something in this 
paper. Letters carrying abusive/ indecorous 
language and personal attacks, except 
when against people responsible in this 
newspaper (who are fair game), will have 
to be ignored. Letters which carry forward 
a conversation or initiate a dialogue will 
command immediate attention and receive 
prominence. 
Mail us at: news@summittimes.com

Shutting down the internet doesn’t 
work – but governments keep doing it

Malawi’s health system puts women 
first. This isn’t always a good thing

GeoRGe oGolA
theconversation.com

As the internet continues to gain considerable 
power and agency around the world, many 

governments have moved to regulate it. And where 
regulation fails, some states resort to internet shut-
downs or deliberate disruptions.

The statistics are staggering. In India alone, 
there were 154 internet shutdowns between Jan-
uary 2016 and May 2018. This is the most of any 
country in the world.

But similar shutdowns are becoming common 
on the African continent. Already in 2019 there 
have been shutdowns in Cameroon, the Democratic 
Republic of Congo, Republic of Congo, Chad, Sudan 
and Zimbabwe. Last year there were 21 such shut-
downs on the continent. This was the case in Togo, 
Sierra Leone, Sudan and Ethiopia, among others.

The justifications for such shutdowns are usu-
ally relatively predictable. Governments often 
claim that internet access is blocked in the inter-
est of public security and order. In some instances, 
however, their reasoning borders on the curious if 
not downright absurd, like the case of Ethiopia in 
2017 and Algeria in 2018 when the internet was 
shut down apparently to curb cheating in national 
examinations.

Whatever their reasons, governments have 
three general approaches to controlling citzens’ ac-
cess to the web.
HOW THEY DO IT

Internet shutdowns or disruptions usually take 
three forms. The first and probably the most seri-
ous is where the state completely blocks access to 
the internet on all platforms. It’s arguably the most 
punitive, with significant social, economic and po-
litical costs.

The financial costs can run into millions of dollars 
for each day the internet is blocked. A Deloitte report 
on the issue estimates that a country with average 
connectivity could lose at least 1.9% of its daily GDP 
for each day all internet services are shut down.

For countries with average to medium level 
connectivity the loss is 1% of daily GDP, and for 
countries with average to low connectivity it’s 

0.4%. It’s estimated that Ethiopia, for example, 
could lose up to US$500,000 a day whenever there 
is a shutdown. These shutdowns, then, damage 
businesses, discourage investments, and hinder 
economic growth.

The second way that governments restrict inter-
net access is by applying content blocking techniques. 
They restrict access to particular sites or applications. 
This is the most common strategy and it’s usually tar-
geted at social media platforms. The idea is to stop or 
limit conversations on these platforms.

Online spaces have become the platform for 
various forms of political expression that many 
states especially those with authoritarian leanings 
consider subversive. Governments argue, for ex-
ample, that social media platforms encourage the 
spread of rumours which can trigger public unrest.

This was the case in 2016 in Uganda during the 
country’s presidential elections. The government 
restricted access to social media, describing the 
shutdown as a “security measure to avert lies … in-
tended to incite violence and illegal declaration of 
election results”.

In Zimbabwe, the government blocked social 
media following demonstrations over an increase 
in fuel prices. It argued that the January 2019 ban 
was because the platforms were being “used to co-
ordinate the violence”.

The third strategy, done almost by stealth, is 
the use of what is generally known as “bandwidth 
throttling”. In this case telecom operators or inter-
net service providers are forced to lower the quali-
ty of their cell signals or internet speed. This makes 
the internet too slow to use. “Throttling” can also 
target particular online destinations such as social 
media sites.
WHAT DRIVES GOVERNMENTS

In most cases the desire to control the internet 
is rooted in governments’ determination to control 
the political narrative. Many see the internet as an 
existential threat that must be contained, no matter 
what consequences it will have on other sectors.

The internet is seen as a threat because it dis-
rupts older forms of government political control, 
particularly the control of information. The stran-
glehold on the production and dissemination of in-

formation has always been an invaluable political 
tool for many African governments.

The loss of this control, at a time when the 
media has brought politics closer to the people, 
presents governments with a distinctly unset-
tling reality. Social media, for example, inherent-
ly encourages political indiscipline and engen-
ders the production and circulation of alterna-
tive political narratives.

In addition, because it is a networked platform, 
users are simultaneously and instantaneously local 
and international and are engaged in an informa-
tion carnival that is difficult to police. Quite often 
the narratives therein are at variance with the 
self-preserving and carefully constructed ideolo-
gies of the state.
THE SHUTDOWN TREND

The irony, however, is that as these shutdowns 
continue, even proliferate, there is scant evidence 
they actually work. Instead, they seem to animate 
dissent and encourage precisely the kind of re-
sponses considered subversive by many govern-
ments This has been the case in Burkina Faso and 
Uganda, for example, where such bans have simply 
increased the profile of the causes being agitated.

Internet shutdowns don’t stop demonstrations. 
Nor do they hinder the production and circulation 
of rumours: they encourage them instead. Many 
people are also circumventing the shutdowns 
through the use of virtual private networks (VPNs). 
These are networks that redirect internet activity 
to a computer in a different geographical location 
thus enabling access to sites blocked in one’s own 
country. VPNS are now par for the course in coun-
tries like Zimbabwe.

The future of unfettered internet access in Af-
rica looks precarious should governments contin-
ue on this trajectory. The absence in many African 
countries of enforceable constitutional guarantees 
that protect the public’s right to information means 
there are few opportunities for legal redress. This 
makes the development of legislative regimes that 
recognise and protect access to the internet both 
urgent and necessary.

[the writer is Reader in Journalism, 
University of Central Lancashire]

KATHRYN DOVEL, DR MORNA 
CORNELL, SARA YEATMAN & 
STephANie ChAMBeRliN
theconversation.com

Policymakers, donors 
and international 

agencies have, for de-
cades, emphasised the 
need to prioritise wom-
en’s health services – for 
their own health as well 
as their children’s.

While there is an in-
creasing awareness of – 
and concern about – the 
fact that men’s health 
has been neglected, 
global money, interna-
tional and national pri-
orities continue to focus 
on the health of women 
and children.

And it’s working. In 
Malawi, where we (a 
group of public health 
and sociology research-
ers) work, waiting 
rooms are filled with 
young women, mothers 
and children seeking 
routine health services 
such as family planning, 
prenatal care and immu-
nisations. Women are 
deeply engaged in the health system. 
As a result, clinics have a distinctly 
feminine flavour, often characterised 
by groups of women and their chil-
dren receiving health education and 
singing songs about reproductive 
health or immunisation strategies.

We recently completed a study on 
health service recommendations for 
young adults (aged between 18 and 
35) in Malawi. We wanted to establish 
what these recommendations mean – 
in terms of commitment – for wom-
en’s time versus men’s time. What we 
found provides a unique perspective 
on the complex realities of health ser-
vices, and the potential unintended 
consequences of focusing routine health 
care almost exclusively on women. These 
consequences may actually detract from 
gender equality for women, as well as 
from men’s health.
WHAT WE FOUND

Malawi’s health service guide-
lines recommend that young women 

receive multiple health services: 10 
times a year when they are pregnant, 
up to 17 times a year if they have a 
young child, and between four and 
12 times a year for family planning. 

These figures only refer to routine 
health services, and exclude many ill-
nesses such as malaria or respiratory 
infections which are common in the 
country and require additional visits.

These routine health services add 
up during a woman’s reproductive 
years. In countries with high fertility 
– women in Malawi have an average 
of 4.4 children – women spend much 
of their young adult lives pregnant or 
with young children. As a result, they 
are constantly using health services.

In distinct contrast, men are al-
most absent from national guidelines. 
The only preventative recommenda-
tions for men of reproductive age are 
circumcision (a one-time event) and 
an annual HIV test.

The gendered differences in 
health service guidelines for rou-
tine care mean that women are ex-
pected to attend between 176 and 
433 health services over their re-
productive lifespan (from the age of 

15 to 44), compared to only 30 ser-
vices for men.

Accessing health services in Ma-
lawi is a time-consuming endeavour. 
People travel long distances to clinics 

and endure long waiting times. This 
is exacerbated when services are not 
integrated, meaning that each health 
service often requires a separate visit 
to a facility, on separate days.

The time spent seeking health 
services comes at the expense of oth-
er potential activities.

We found that women in Malawi 
living with HIV would need the equiv-
alent of one working day each month 
to meet routine health service guide-
lines. This is more than the average 
US worker receives annually in paid 
sick leave. It constitutes significant 
time that is lost to women’s employ-
ment, school and leisure. Addition-
ally, we found that women spent six 
times as long seeking health services 
as men did. This increased time bur-
den could deepen existing gender in-
equalities and limit women’s success 
outside the home.

But this disparity cuts both ways.
By excluding men from routine 

health services, the health system 
perpetuates the “tough man” men-
tality and reinforces notions that 
men should wait until they get ill be-
fore seeking care. Men’s poor use of 

health services has 
major implications 
for their health and 
– ultima tely – their 
lives. Men have a 
greater burden of 
nearly all major dis-
eases in Malawi.
WAY FORWARD

More needs 
to be done to im-
prove health ser-
vices in Malawi. 
Many goals such 
as equality, em-
powerment, and 
health are deeply 
connected and re-
quire a more ho-
listic approach so 
that a focus on one 
does not impede 
the others.

Health service 
guidelines must be 
revised to reduce 
the time burden 
on women, and 
to include a focus 
on men’s health. 

Existing proposals to integrate and 
offer outreach of routine services for 
women need to be implemented. At 
the same time, strategies to engage 
men must be taken up urgently. These 
include the provision of broader 
male-friendly health services that are 
available after hours, quick, private, 
and outside female-focused settings.

For these changes to be success-
ful, donors and international agen-
cies must address their blindness 
towards men’s health and the time 
burden placed on women.

[Kathryn Dovel is Assistant 
Professor, University of California, 

Los Angeles; Dr Morna Cornell is 
Senior Researcher, University of Cape 

Town; Sara Yeatman is Associate 
Professor in the Department of Health 

and Behavioral Sciences, University 
of Colorado Denver; Stephanie 

Chamberlin is PhD student in Health 
and Behavioral Sciences,University 

of Colorado Denver]
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China closes Tibet to foreigners 
for sensitive anniversaries

Beijing, Feb 20 (AP): 
China is barring foreign 
travellers from Tibet 
over a period of sever-
al weeks that includes a 
pair of sensitive political 
anniversaries question-
ing the legitimacy of Bei-
jing’s rule over the Hima-
layan region.

Travel agencies con-
tacted Wednesday said 
foreign tourists would 
not be allowed back into 
Tibet until April 1. It’s 
not clear when the ban 
started, although some 
monitoring groups said it 
began this month.

The ban was con-
firmed by the online 
customer service portal 
of the Tibet Youth Inter-
national Travel Service, 
as well as staff at the Ti-
bet Vista and Go to Tibet 
travel agencies. Both are 
based in the southwest-
ern city of Chengdu the 
main jumping-off point 
for visits to Tibet.

Staff members de-
clined to give their names 
or offer details.

March 10 is the 
60th anniversary of an 
abortive 1959 uprising 
against Chinese rule in 
Tibet, while anti-gov-
ernment riots occurred 
March 14, 2008, in the 
regional capital Lhasa.

Although the foreign-
er travel ban is an annual 
occurrence, the occasion 
of the 60th anniversary is 
drawing added attention.

Amid heavy security 

on the ground, Tibet is 
almost entirely closed 
to foreign journalists 
and diplomats and in-
formation about actual 
conditions there is dif-
ficult to obtain.

The 1959 uprising 
resulted in the flight of 
Tibet’s traditional Bud-
dhist leader, the Dalai 
Lama, into exile in India 
and the beginning of in-
creasingly harsh Chinese 
rule over the region.

Nearly five decades 
later, anger exploded in 
a series of protests in an 
around Lhasa that cul-
minated in attacks on 
Chinese individuals and 
businesses in which the 
government says rioters 
killed 18 people.

An unknown num-
ber of Tibetans were 
killed by security forces 

in the aftermath.
China claims Tibet 

has been part of its terri-
tory for more than seven 
centuries and regards 
the Dalai Lama as a dan-
gerous separatist.

Many Tibetans insist 
they were essentially in-
dependent for most of 
that time and have pro-
tested what they regard 
as China’s heavy-hand-
ed rule imposed after 
the People’s Liberation 
Army’s battled its way 
into the Himalayan re-
gion in 1950.

More recently, tradi-
tionally Tibetan regions 
of western China have 
been racked by a series 
of self-immolations by 
Buddhist clergy and lay 
people protesting Chi-
nese rule and calling for 
the return of the Dalai 

Lama, now aged 83.
Despite the suffo-

cating level of security, 
Tibet is an increasing-
ly popular destination 
for tourists looking for 
mountain adventure and 
monuments to its unique 
Buddhist culture.

In 2017, more than 25 
million trips from around 
the world were made to 
Tibet, an increase of 10.6 
per cent over the year 
before, generating 37.9 
billion yuan (USD 5.6 bil-
lion) in tourist revenue, 
according to the official 
Xinhua News Agency.

Numbers of visits 
rose again last year to 
more than 33 million, a 
rise of 31.5 percent, Xin-
hua said.

While Chinese may 
travel to Tibet at will, 
foreigners are required 

to obtain a special per-
mit in addition to their 
Chinese visas.

While China has at 
times denied closing Ti-
bet and never offered an 
explanation for any such 
measures, monitoring 
groups say it’s part of a 
strategy of concealing 
the extent of repression 
in the region.

“This most recent de-
velopment is part of the 
overall policy of the Chi-
nese government to re-
strict access to Tibet for 
independent observers 
in order to maintain 
an iron grip in the re-
gion while at the same 
time avoiding any form 
of external scrutiny,” 
Washington, DC-based 
International Cam-
paign for Tibet said in 
an emailed statement.

APDR rally attacked in Kolkata

Kolkata, Feb 20 (PTI): 
A rally by civil and hu-
man rights organization 
Association for Pro-
tection of Democratic 
Rights (APDR) against 
war mongering was at-
tacked on Wednesday 
by a group who accused 
APDR of being a sympa-
thizer of terrorists.

APDR had called the 
rally to protest against 
war mongering and ef-
forts to communally po-
larize the society by us-
ing Pulwama attacks.

Its activists carry-
ing placards and shout-
ing slogans demanding 
peace between nations 
was to cover the 2.8 km 
distance from College 
street to Esplande area.

A huge police con-
tingent was present at 
the spot for security 
purposes. When the ral-
ly crossed the Janbazar 

area in central Kolkata, 
a few youths carrying 
national flags blocked 
their way and shouted 
slogans against APDR 
activists accusing them 
of being sympathizers 
of Pakistan and anti-na-
tional elements.

The youths also 
heckled the APDR activ-
ists and asked them to 
go to Pakistan.

The police intervened 
and removed the youths 
from the spot.

APDR has accused 
Hindutva outfits of at-
tacking the peaceful 
procession.

“We are not afraid 
of this government (at 
the Centre).

We have every right 
to present out views. 
We hope police will take 
stern action against such 
criminals,” APDR activist 
Sujata Bhadra said.

2.9 lakh cases pending 
in Assam lower courts

Guwahati, Feb 20 
(PTI): Assam govern-
ment Wednesday in-
formed the state Assem-
bly that over 2.9 lakh cas-
es are pending in lower 
courts across the state 
and it is mulling to set up 
33 fast track courts to try 
heinous crimes.

Giving a written reply 
to a query by AIUDF MLA 
Aminul Islam, Law and 
Justice Minister Siddhar-
tha Bhattacharya said the 
number of pending cases 
in lower courts have gone 
up from 2,76,520 in 2017 

to 2,91,960 the next year. 
A total of 3,26,931 new 
cases were registered 
last year and 3,11,150 
cases were disposed of, 
he said.

“The government is 
considering to set up 33 
fast track courts to han-
dle cases of rape as well as 
murder of women and chil-
dren,” Bhattacharya said.

He also informed 
the Assembly that a 
total of 70 posts of 
judges in various low-
er courts are lying va-
cant at this moment. 

36,500 teachers’ posts 
lying vacant in Assam

Guwahati, Feb 20 
(PTI): Over 36,500 posts 
of teachers are lying 
vacant in schools of all 
levels across Assam, the 
state Assembly was in-
formed on Wednesday.

In a written reply to a 
query by AGP MLA Utpal 
Dutta, Education Min-
ister Siddhartha Bhat-
tacharya said a total of 
36,523 teaching posts 
are vacant at present, in-
cluding 17,293 posts in 
primary schools.

Out of these 17,293, 
he said, 10,137 are 
in lower primary and 
7,156 are in upper pri-
mary schools.

In high, higher and 
Madrasa schools, a total 
of 19,230 teaching posts 
are lying vacant across 
the state, he added.

Out of the high, high-

er and Madrasa schools, 
63 principals, 512 vice 
principals, 1,353 sub-
ject teachers, 956 head-
masters, 235 assistant 
headmasters, 15,923 
assistant teachers and 
188 demonstrators are 
lying vacant.

During the Question 
Hour, AIUDF MLA Anan-
ta Kumar Malo asked 
Bhattacharya the rea-
sons for the large num-
ber of vacancies.

Bhattacharya said, 
schools usually do not 
inform the Education De-
partment about a teacher 
retiring till the person’s 
last day in office, and it 
takes time to appoint a 
new one following a pro-
cedure which is lengthy.

“Now we are asking 
the schools to inform us 
180 days before a teach-

er retires, so that we can 
start the process and ap-
point a new teacher on 
time,” Bhattacharya said.

BJP MLA Debananda 
Hazarika, however, said 
school inspectors of every 
district know the exact re-
tiring date of each teacher.

“Therefore, the in-
spector can easily inform 
the higher authorities of 
the department and the 
appointment process can 
be started immediately,” 
Hazarika added.

To a separate ques-
tion by Congress legis-
lator Abdul Khaleque, 
Bhattacharya said the 
student-teacher ratio in 
lower primary and upper 
primary schools should 
be 30:1 and 35:1 re-
spectively, but currently 
it is lower than the pre-
scribed limit.

Chit fund: SC judge recuses from hearing 
CBI’s contempt against WB top officials

New Delhi, Feb 20 (PTI): 
The crucial hearing on 
CBI’s plea seeking initi-
ation of contempt pro-
ceedings against three 
top West Bengal officials 
for allegedly obstructing 
probe in the Saradha chit 
fund scam could not take 
place in the Supreme 
Court on Wednesday as 
Justice L Nageswara Rao 
recused himself.

West Bengal Chief 
secretary Malay Kumar 
De, Director General of 
Police Virendera Kumar 
and the then Kolkata 
Police Commissioner 
Rajeev Kumar had on 
February 18 filed their 
responses to the con-
tempt notice refuting 
CBI’s allegations.

They asserted that 
the central sleuths force-
fully tried to enter the 
police commissioner’s 
residence on February 3 
without valid papers.

“There is a problem. 
My learned brother (Jus-
tice Rao) had appeared 
for the state government 
and he does not want to 
be part of the bench,” a 
bench comprising Chief 
Justice Ranjan Gogoi 
and Justices Rao and 
Sanjiv Khanna said at 
the outset.

“I have no problem,” 
Attorney General K K 
Venugopal, appearing 
for the CBI, quickly re-
sponded and urged the 
court to go ahead with 
the proceedings.

Venugopal, referring 
to the responses filed by 
the top state officials in 
which they have denied 
the allegations of ob-
structing probe, said that 
the CBI would like to file 
an additional affidavit.

Senior advocate A M 
Singhvi, appearing for 
the state government 
officials, referred to the 
Supreme Court Rules 
and said the CBI could 
not have filed the earli-
er additional affidavit in 
the case after the apex 
court had issued the 
contempt notices.

The central probe 
agency had filed the 
additional affidavit 
after taking the leave 
of the court, said So-
licitor General Tushar 
Mehta, also represent-
ing the CBI.

The court, which 
asked both sides to file 
their additional affi-
davits and complete 
pleadings by February 
25, has posted the mat-
ter for hearing on Feb-
ruary 27 before an ap-
propriate bench.

The apex court had 
earlier issued notices to 
the state government’s 
top officials after the 
CBI had referred to the 
“extra-ordinary” situa-
tion faced by the agency 
sleuths on the night of 
February 3 in Kolkata in 
conducting probe into 
the chit fund scam.

It had said that after 

perusing the affidavits, a 
decision will be taken 
whether the officials 
would be required to 
make personal appear-
ance before it on Feb-
ruary 20.

The bench had taken 
note of the allegation that 
Rajeev Kumar, who was 
earlier heading the state 
government’s SIT, had 
destroyed the electronic 
evidence related to the 
scam and had said that 
it will come down heavi-
ly on him if he “even re-
motely” tries to destroy 
the evidence.

The three had ten-
dered “unconditional 
and unambiguous apolo-
gy” for alleged disobedi-
ence of the court, but re-
futed the CBI allegations.

They, in their sepa-
rate affidavits, had said 
that the central agen-
cy sleuth had forcefully 
tried to enter the Kolkata 
police commissioner’s 
residence on February 3 
without valid papers.

The trio had main-
tained that the West Ben-
gal government and the 
state police at no point of 
time obstructed investi-
gation nor any official de-
nied cooperation to CBI.

The officers had op-
posed the contempt peti-
tion against in which CBI 
alleged that they were 
tampering with evidence 
and not complying with 
the apex court’s various 
orders relating to the 
probe by asserting that 
there was a need for di-
rections to the probe 
agency not to make any 
vague allegations with-
out substantial and co-
gent evidence.

They had also 
claimed that no police 
officials went on ‘dhar-
na manch’ where West 
Bengal Chief Minister 
Mamta Banerjee sat to 
protest the CBI action.

JU scuffle to be probed, VC 
in a state of shock: partha

Kolkata, Feb 20 (PTI): 
West Bengal Education 
Minister Partha Chatter-
jee on Wednesday said 
Jadavpur University Vice 
Chancellor Suranjan Das, 
who was hospitalised 
after some students al-
legedly manhandled him, 
is in a state of “shock”.

Chatterjee, who vis-
ited Das at the hospital 
earlier in the day, told 
PTI that the incident will 
be probed.

“We have asked for a 
video footage of the inci-
dent. We want to find out 
who all are behind (the 
alleged assault). Das is 
still in a state of shock,” 
he said.

Stating that Das was 
subjected to “verbal 
abuse”, Chatterjee said, 
“I have heard about the 
entire incident from the 
pro-VC and registrar. I 
will certainly report the 
matter to the chief min-
ister. This can’t go on. JU 
is a matter of pride for 
all of us.”

A scuffle broke out 

Tuesday between two 
groups of students, who 
wanted to approach the 
VC with their demands 
as soon as he stepped out 
of his office.

A private hospital, 
where the vice chan-
cellor has been ad-
mitted, said in a state-
ment that Das, who 
had to undergo X-ray 
for injuries he might 
have sustained during 
the scuffle, has been 
kept under observation.

His blood pressure 
shot up Tuesday night, 
but now he is stable, the 
hospital said.

While the Arts Faculty 
Students’ Union (AFSU) 
claimed it wanted to find 
out if the JU’s executive 
council has taken up the 
issue of “inordinate de-
lay” in facilitating elec-
tions, the members of 
Trinamool Chhatra Par-
ishad (TMCP) said they 
sought to know about 
the status of a molesta-
tion case.

Debraj Debnath of 

AFSU alleged that the 
VC’s security guards 
and the members of 
TMCP tried to “force-
fully remove” its rep-
resentatives when they 
approached Das.

“Four to five of our 
members were injured in 
the melee,” he said.

The charge was, how-
ever, denied by the TMCP.

“The AFSU represen-
tatives heckled us when 
we tried to talk to Das,” a 
TMCP member claimed .

A university spokes-
man said the vice chan-
cellor was not willing to 
press any charge or lodge 
a formal police complaint 
against the students.

Das, after Tuesday’s 
incident, told reporters 
that he felt insulted and 
humiliated.

“This had never hap-
pened to me in the past. 
The students blocked my 
path and turned aggres-
sive even as I was trying 
to say that I am ready to 
speak to them in a proper 
manner,” he had said.
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Stalemate leaves Liverpool and Bayern plenty to play for
Liverpool, Feb 20 
(AFP): Liverpool’s un-
dermanned defence held 
out for a precious clean 
sheet but Bayern Munich 
will also be confident of 
progress to the Champi-
ons League quarter-fi-
nals after a 0-0 draw in 
the first leg of their last 
16 tie at Anfield.

Sadio Mane wasted 
the best chance for the 
hosts on Tuesday, when 
the Senegalese forward 
fired wide during an open 
first 45 minutes, but a ca-
gey second half left it all 
to be decided when the 
sides meet again in Mu-
nich on March 13.

Without the talis-
manic presence of Virgil 
van Dijk through sus-
pension and the injured 
Joe Gomez and Dejan 
Lovren, Liverpool were 
forced to name a make-
shift central defence 
with Brazilian midfield-
er Fabinho moved back 
to partner Joel Matip.

That unfamiliarity 
showed in the early stag-
es as the hosts started 
nervously at the back.

Matip breathed a sigh 

of relief when he turned 
Serge Gnabry’s driven 
cross towards his own 
goal only for the ball to 
bounce to safety off Alis-
son Becker’s chest.

However, the Brazil-
ian goalkeeper played 
his side into trouble mo-
ments later to put pres-

sure on Matip and when 
he was dispossessed by 
Robert Lewandowski, 
Kingsley Coman fired 
into the side-netting.

Liverpool were also 
posing plenty of prob-
lems at the other end 
when they got Mo-
hamed Salah, Roberto 

Firmino and Mane into 
dangerous areas.

Salah headed wide at 
the back post from Trent 
Alexander-Arnold’s per-
fectly measured cross.

Mane then passed up 
the best chance for ei-
ther side as he shot wide 
on the turn after Naby 

Keita’s initial effort was 
blocked by the arm of 
Niklas Suele.

Matip could not force 
home Firmino’s unselfish 
cross with the chance to 
open the scoring at the 
right end and Mane sent a 
spectacular overhead kick 
effort high and wide as the 

Premier League side end-
ed the half on top.

Bayern may not have 
hit the heights of previous 
years in the Bundesliga 
this season as they trail 
Borussia Dortmund by 
three points in their quest 
to land a seventh straight 
league title. However, the 

German champions have 
made the last eight of the 
Champions League for 
each of the past seven 
seasons and had the ex-
perience to hold out for 
what they clearly saw as 
a valuable draw as they 
wound the clock down in 
the final stages.

Liverpool had 10 days 
off to prepare for Bayern’s 
visit due to their early exit 
in the FA Cup and looked 
the fresher side as they 
pressed for a winner.

Matip wasted anoth-
er good chance by firing 
well off target from the 
edge of the area before 
Manuel Neuer produced 
his best save of the night 
to turn Mane’s head-
er behind five minutes 
from time.

Jurgen Klopp’s men 
have lost all of their last 
five Champions League 
games away from An-
field, including last sea-
son’s final.

The return of Van Dijk 
will aid their chances, 
but that rot will need to 
stop in Munich in three 
weeks’ time if they are to 
reach the last eight.

UK to reflect on apology for Jallianwala Bagh massacre
London, Feb 20 (PTI): The UK 
government is “reflecting” on de-
mands for a formal apology for 
the Jallianwala Bagh massacre in 
April 1919 during the British Raj, 
a minister told the House of Lords 
during a debate to mark the cen-
tenary of the attack.

During a debate titled ‘Amrit-
sar Massacre: Centenary’ in the 
Lower House on Tuesday eve-
ning, Baroness Annabel Goldie 
also confirmed plans to mark 
100 years since the tragedy “in 
the most appropriate and re-
spectful way”.

“The government at the 
time, as we know, roundly con-
demned the atrocity, but it is the 
case that no subsequent govern-
ment have apologised,” said Bar-
oness Goldie, who holds the post 
of government whip and Baron-
ess-in Waiting in the Lords.

“I understand that the rea-
son is that governments have 
considered that history cannot 
be rewritten and it is important 
that we do not get trapped by 
the past,” she said.

However, she made specific 
reference to oral evidence given 
by UK Foreign Secretary Jeremy 
Hunt to the Parliament’s For-
eign Affairs Committee in Octo-
ber last year in reference to the 
centenary being an appropriate 
time for a formal apology.

She noted: “The Foreign 
Secretary responded by say-
ing: ‘That is a very profound 
thought; let me reflect on that, 
but I can understand why that 
could be a potentially very sig-
nificant gesture’.

“The Foreign Secretary is cur-
rently doing that - reflecting on the 
situation - and I can say that the 
views expressed in this debate are 
certainly noted and will be con-
veyed back to the department.”

Her response came at the end 
of interventions by a series of 
peers during the debate, called 
by Indian-origin peers Lords 
Raj Loomba and Meghnad De-
sai, who believe the April 2019 
centenary was the right time to 

“make amends” and offer a for-
mal apology for the atrocities to 
bring closure .

“It would be appreciated by 
the millions of South Asians living 
in the UK, as well as by the people 
of India,” said Loomba, who has 
written to British Prime Minister 
Theresa May calling for an apolo-
gy alongside Desai both members 
of the Jallianwala Bagh Centenary 
Commemoration Committee.

Desai, during his inter-
vention, focussed on how the 
House of Lords at the time had 
failed to condemn General Dy-
er’s actions in Amritsar.

“The motion, that this House 
deplores the conduct of the case 
of General Dyer as unjust to 

that officer, and as establishing 
a precedent dangerous to the 
preservation of order in face of 
rebellion, which was passed in 
the end,” Desai recalled. “The 
view was taken that somehow 
injustice had been done to a 
brave officer who was putting 
down a rebellion,” he noted.

Cobra Beer founder Lord 
Bilimoria reiterated calls for a 
formal government apology for 
the “murder” and Amritsar-born 
businesswoman, Baroness San-
dy Verma, referenced her own 
personal connect with the city 
during the debate.

“This act of complete disre-
gard - opening fire on innocent 
people who had no escape routes 
or an opportunity to voice their 
protests - is truly a black cloud in 
British history,” she said.

Historical records note that 
Dyer had fired on a Baisakhi gath-
ering on April 13, 1919, without 
warning and continued to fire 
for 10 minutes even as they were 
trying to escape, while he blocked 
the main exit with his soldiers 
and armoured vehicles.

The newly-formed Jallianwa-
la Bagh Centenary Commemora-
tion Committee, made up of sev-
eral Indians and non-resident 
Indians (NRIs), is deliberating 
on plans to commemorate 100 
years since the tragic event.

Catholic religious orders apologize 
for sex abuse inaction, cover-ups

Vatican City, Feb 20 (AP): 
Catholic religious orders 
around the world apolo-
gized Tuesday for having 
failed to respond when 
their priests raped chil-
dren, acknowledging that 
their family-like commu-
nities blinded them to 
sexual abuse and led to 
misplaced loyalties, deni-
al and cover-ups.

The two umbrella 
organisations represent-
ing the world’s religious 
orders issued a joint 
statement ahead of Pope 
Francis’ sex abuse pre-
vention summit, which 
opens Thursday. They 
vowed to implement ac-
countability measures 
to ensure that cover-ups 
by religious superiors 
end and that children 
are always safe in the 
presence of clergy.

With a few excep-
tions, religious orders 
have largely flown un-
der the radar in the de-
cades-long scandal, since 
the focus has been on 

how diocesan bishops 
protected their priests 
and moved them from 
parish to parish where 
they were free to abuse 
again.

Yet congregations 
such as the Jesuits, Sale-
sians and Christian 
Brothers have some of 
the worst records, since 
they too moved abusers 
around and had easy 
access to young vic-
tims, since many orders 
specialize in running 
schools.

The Union of Superi-
ors General represents 

the leadership of male 
religious orders, which 
count around 133,000 
priests globally. The fe-
male branch, the Inter-
national Union of Supe-
riors General, represents 
some 500,000 religious 
sisters. They will each 
send around a dozen rep-
resentatives to the Vati-
can sex abuse summit.

In the statement, the 
groups said they were 
ashamed at how they 
had failed the most 
vulnerable they were 
meant to serve and 
blamed “the strong 

sense of family” that 
their communities fos-
tered for having blinded 
them to the warning signs.

“It resulted in a mis-
placed loyalty, errors in 
judgment, slowness to 
act, denial and at times, 
cover-up,” they said. 
“We still need conver-
sion and we want to 
change. We want to act 
with humility. We want 
to see our blind spots.

We want to name any 
abuse of power.” To that 
end, the statement also 
condemned recent rev-
elations of priests and 
bishops who sexually 
abused seminarians and 
nuns an abuse of power 
that has largely gone un-
punished since the vic-
tims are adults.

While noting the 
pope’s summit is focused 
on the protection of mi-
nors, the groups pledged 
to find a response.

“This is a matter of 
grave and shocking con-
cern,” they said.

2020 ICC 
Women’s T20 
WC tickets to 
go on sale from 
Thursday
Dubai, Feb 20 (PTI): 
Tickets for next year’s 
ICC Women’s T20 World 
Cup in Australia will 
go on sale to the public 
from Thursday, coincid-
ing with one-year count-
down of the tournament.

Fans can get their 
tickets to all 23 women’s 
matches, including the fi-
nal, at the official tourna-
ment website, t20world-
cup.com, the ICC said in 
a statement. The sev-
enth edition of the glob-
al showpiece event for 
women’s T20 cricket will 
take place across Aus-
tralia from February 21 
to March 8, starting with 
a spectacular opening 
match between defending 
champions Australia and 
India under lights at Syd-
ney Showground Stadium.

The women’s tour-
nament will also feature 
blockbuster double-head-
er semi-finals at the icon-
ic Sydney Cricket Ground 
(SCG) on March 5, 2020. 

Southee, Taylor inspire Black 
Caps whitewash of Bangladesh

Unlike men’s 
World Cup, 
no open vote 
on women’s 
event host
London, Feb 20 (AP): 
FIFA will still decide 
the host of the Women’s 
World Cup in secret, un-
like the new open vote 
held last year for host of 
the 2026 men’s tourna-
ment. The 2023 Wom-
en’s World Cup bidding 
process was launched 
Tuesday, and FIFA adopt-
ed many of the rigorous 
checks and scrutiny pro-
spective men’s hosts now 
have to go through.

But the final deci-
sion is a very different 
process. Following cor-
ruption investigations 
into the vote for men’s 
hosts in 2018 and 2022, 
FIFA removed the deci-
sion from its ruling com-
mittee and gave it to all 
member associations.

When it came to de-
ciding the 2026 men’s 
hosts last year, the votes 
were made public after 
the FIFA Congress chose 
the joint bid from the 
United States, Mexico 
and Canada over Moroc-
co’s entry.

But in March 2020 it 
will be the FIFA Council, a 
group of 37 people which 
meets in private, decid-
ing where the women’s 
top players will compete 
in 2023. “FIFA’s statutes 
explicitly stipulate that 
the selection of venues 
for the final competitions 
of all tournaments rests 
with the FIFA Council with 
the exception of the FIFA 
World Cup, where their 
power lies with the Con-
gress,” world football’s 
governing body said in a 
statement to The Associ-
ated Press on Tuesday.

FIFA on Tuesday 
asked countries to make 
an expression of interest 
in bidding by March 15, 
complete the bidding 
registration by April 16 
and submit bid books by 
October 4. No mention 
was made of bidders hav-
ing to go through the key 
procedures, described 
as “bulletproof” by FIFA 
President Gianni Infan-
tino, that were required 
of 2026 World Cup con-
tenders. Those included 
an assessment of human 
rights and risk reports 
for the countries, the 
publication of bid books, 
inspections of facilities 
and evaluation reports.

Ninety minutes after 
the AP asked why these cri-
teria and process were not 
listed as being in place for 
women’s World Cup bid-
ding, FIFA said it would be 
emulating those aspects of 
the men’s showpiece host-
ing requirements. “It’s good 
to see that, as with the 2026 
FIFA World Cup bidding 
process, that human rights 
criteria are included, and that 
the bid documents, including 
the human rights strategy, is 
made available publicly,” said 
Mary Harvey, the chief execu-
tive of the Centre for Sport and 
Human Rights, who won the 
inaugural World Cup in 1991 
as a United States goalkeeper.

Australia, Colombia, 
Japan and South Africa 
have already expressed 
an interest in bidding for 
the event in 2023.

FIFA chief women’s 
football officer Sarai Bare-
man said she wants to see 
“how potential host coun-
tries will aim to promote 
the ultimate competition 
in women’s football, and 
create a sustainable legacy 
that will inspire upcoming 
generations of young girls 
and women to get in-
volved in the game.” 

Dunedin (New Zea-
land), Feb 20 (AFP): 
Tim Southee snared a 
six-wicket haul and Ross 
Taylor tore up the record 
books as New Zealand 
dominated Bangladesh 
to seal a 3-0 series white-
wash with an 88-run vic-
tory in the final one-day 
international in Dunedin 
on Wednesday.

Sabbir Rahman’s gal-
lant maiden ODI century 
saved Bangladesh from 
total humilation after 
they lost three wickets 
with just two runs on 
the board chasing New 
Zealand’s imposing tar-
get of 331.

The tourists were 242 
all out in 47.2 overs after 
the Black Caps were sent 
into bat and made 330 
for six at University Oval. 
It was final New Zealand 
outing before the Cricket 
World Cup and players 
were desperate to im-
press coach Gary Stead 
even though the fixture 
was a dead rubber.

Paceman Tim South-
ee, overlooked in New 
Zealand’s past six ODIs, 
took six for 65 to guar-
antee himself almost 
certainly a berth at the 
tournament.

Henry Nicholls looks 
to have secured an open-
ing batting slot with a 
sparkling 64, but out-of-
form rival Colin Munro 
was dismissed for eight.

“Henry’s shown he’s 
a versatile player for us... 
he’s a key component 
of our batting line-up,” 
Black Caps coach Gary 
Stead said, adding that 
Munro might make the 
trip as injury cover.

Ross Taylor became 
New Zealand’s high-
est-scoring one-day in-
ternational batsman as 
his 69 off 81 balls took 
him past 8,000 runs in th 
50-over format.

His 47th ODI half-cen-
tury saw Taylor reach 
8,026 runs, overtaking 
Stephen Fleming’s previ-
ous record of 8,007.

The 34-year-old, who 
made his ODI debut in 
2006, reached his mile-
stone in 203 innings 
with a superb average of 
48.34.
- ‘GOT A FEW YEARS 
LEFT’ -

“I definitely would 
have taken that when I 
played my first match 
donkey’s years ago,” he 
said. “If you play long 
enough I guess these re-
cords come along but it’s 
nice to set the bar for the 
next guy.

“I’m still enjoying my-
self and hopefully I’ve still 
got a few years in me.” 
Tom Latham pressed his 
claim for a World Cup spot 
with a solid 59 while Colin 
de Grandhomme and Jim-
my Neesham both scored 
37 as they seek all-round-
er berths.

Bangladesh made a 
horror start to the run 
chase when Tim Southee 
claimed a trio of top-or-
der wickets in his open-
ing two overs to leave the 
visitors reeling on two 
for three.

The run rate slowed 
to a crawl after Mush-
fiqur Rahim and Mah-
mudullah Riyad depart-
ed, each caught by Munro 
after offering rash shots 
in pursuit of quick runs.

Resistance finally 
came in the form of Rah-
man and Mohammad 
Saifuddin, who made 44 
in a 101-run partnership 
that added respectability 
to the scoreboard.

Captain Mashrafe 
Mortaza said Rahman’s 
plucky 102 was one of 
the highlights of a tough 
series. “It’s disappointing 
but we have to come back 
stronger,” he said.
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Vatican City, Feb 20 
(AP): If Pope Francis 
needed a concrete ex-
ample to justify sum-
moning church leaders 
from around the globe 
to Rome for a tutorial on 
clergy sex abuse, Sister 
Bernardine Pemii has it.

The nun, who recent-
ly completed a course on 
child protection policies 
at Rome’s Jesuit universi-
ty, has been advising her 
bishop in Ghana on an 
abuse case, instructing 
him to invite the victim 
to his office to hear her 
story before opening 
an investigation.

If Pemii hadn’t 
stepped in? “It would 
have been covered. 
There would have been 
complete silence,” Pemii 
told The Associated 
Press recently.

“And nothing would 
have happened. Nobody 
would have listened to 
the victim.” Francis is 
convening this week’s 
summit at the Vatican 
to prevent cover-ups by 
Catholic superiors every-
where, as many around 
the world continue to 
protect the church’s rep-
utation at all costs, deny-
ing that priests rape chil-
dren and by discrediting 
victims even as new cas-
es keep coming to light.

History’s first Latin 
American pope has made 
many of the same mis-
takes. As archbishop in 
Buenos Aires, he went 
out of his way to defend a 
famous street priest who 
was later convicted of 
abuse. He took a handful 
of measures early on in 
his papacy that under-
mined progress the Vati-
can had made in taking a 
hard line against rapists.

These include the 
pontiff seriously and 
publicly botching a well-
known case of cover-up 
in Chile by initially giving 
it no credence. Francis 
realized last year he had 
erred. “I was part of the 

problem,” Francis told 
Chilean survivor Juan 
Carlos Cruz during a pri-
vate meeting at the Vati-
can in June.

The pope has now 
done an about-face and 
is bringing the rest of the 
church leadership along 
with him at the extraor-
dinary summit that starts 
Thursday. The meeting 
will bring together some 
190 presidents of bish-
ops’ conferences, reli-
gious orders and Vatican 
offices for four days of 
lectures and workshops 
on preventing sex abuse 
in their churches, tend-
ing to victims, and inves-
tigating abuse when it 
does occur.

The Vatican isn’t ex-
pecting any miracles, 
and the pope himself has 
called for expectations 
to be “deflated.” But or-
ganizers say the meeting 
nevertheless marks a 
turning point in the way 
the Catholic Church has 
dealt with the problem, 
with Francis’ own con-
version last year a key 
point of departure.

“I have been im-
pressed by the humil-
ity of the Holy Father,” 
said Maltese Archbish-
op Charles Scicluna, the 
Vatican sex crimes inves-

tigator who helped set 
Francis straight on Chile. 
“He’s ready to say ‘I got 
that wrong. We’re not go-
ing to do it again. We’re 
going to do it right.’” “I 
think that gives us great 
hope,” Scicluna said.

But the challenges are 
daunting as the message 
trickles down slowly.

Just this week, the 
online research group 
BishopAccountability 
released statistics from 
eight of the largest Cath-
olic countries in the 
world, with the bishops 
from only one country - 
the U.S. - committing to a 
policy to permanently re-
move any priest who has 
sexually abused a child.

Bishops in some 
countries, including Bra-
zil, don’t even have a 
published policy to speak 
of. In Italy, the president 
of the bishops’ confer-
ence met with victims for 
the first time last week - 
after summit organizers 
demanded it.

“I want to say that 
something important 
is going to come out of 
the week, but based on 
research we’ve done, I 
believe this church is no-
where close to enacting 
the reforms it must make 
to stop this epidemic,” 

said BishopAccountabil-
ity’s Anne Barret Doyle.

Survivor Phil Savia-
no, who was crucial to 
the Boston Globe’s 2002 
expose that first revealed 
the extent of the abuse 
and cover-up by clergy, 
was more optimistic. 
He marveled at the fact 
that Scicluna quoted 
from the Oscar-win-
ning movie “Spotlight,” 
which was inspired by 
the Globe’s reporting, 
at a press conference 
launching the summit.

“I really didn’t expect 
to hear them compli-
menting the news me-
dia and thanking you for 
helping them to come to 
better understanding of 
the nature of this prob-
lem that is so deeply 
entrenched within the 
Catholic Church,” Saviano 
told reporters.

Saviano is joining 
about a dozen abuse sur-
vivors, many of them ac-
tivists, who are meeting 
with summit organizers 
Wednesday. A different 
group of survivors will 
join the bishops them-
selves, offering testimo-
nies during daily prayers.

The message, said 
Chilean survivor Cruz, 
who organized the meet-
ing with the committee 

members, is that bishops 
must listen to survivors 
and apply true zero tol-
erance at home. “Those 
who have covered up, 
there is the door,” Cruz 
told AP. While survivors 
are being well represent-
ed at the summit, women 
as a whole are not.

Of the 190 partici-
pants, 10 are religious 
sisters representing or-
ders in the summit, and 
three women will ad-
dress the meeting. Other 
than that, the meeting is 
by men and for men - the 
hierarchy of the church.

On the sidelines of 
the summit, women’s 
groups are demanding a 
greater voice and speak-
ing out about the sexual 
abuse of adult women 
and religious sisters in the 
church - a scandal that has 
recently come to light af-
ter Francis acknowledged 
it was a problem.

“I do not have much 
hope for this meeting 
and we were already 
warned by Pope Francis 
not to have hope,” said 
Virginia Saldanha, secre-
tary of the Indian Wom-
en Theologians Forum. 
“I see that it is the people 
... that have to raise voic-
es, voices that can bring 
about change.”

ElseWhere

ending the silence on sex 
abuse: Vatican holds summit

Putin warns new missiles could 
target ‘decision-making centres’

Moscow, Feb 20 (AFP): 
President Vladimir Putin 
on Wednesday said Rus-
sia would have to deploy 
missiles targeting “deci-
sion-making centres” if 
Washington sends mis-
siles to Europe.

The announcement 
comes after the US said 
it would withdraw from 
a key Cold War-era arms 
treaty over what it said 
were Russian violations, 
prompting a mirror 
move from Moscow.

“Russia does not in-
tend to be the first to de-
ploy such missiles in Eu-
rope,” Putin said during 
an annual state of the 
nation address.

“If (the US) develops 
and deploys them in Eu-
rope... this will dramatical-
ly exacerbate the interna-
tional security situation, 
creating serious threats to 
Russia,” he said.

“I’m saying this clear-
ly and openly, Russia 
will be forced to deploy 
weapons that can be 
used... against the deci-
sion-making centres that 
are behind the missiles 
systems which threaten 
us.” He earlier accused 
Washington of using “far-
fetched accusations” to 
withdraw from the Inter-
mediate-Range Nuclear 
Forces (INF) agreement.

Putin said he under-
stood concerns about 

the bilateral deal, name-
ly that other countries 
could continue to de-
velop weapons that are 
banned for the US and 
Russia. “The current 
state of affairs of course 
raises questions,” he told 
the audience of lawmak-
ers and celebrities.

“Our American part-
ners should have been hon-
est... and not use far-fetched 
accusations against Russia 
to justify their unilateral 
withdrawal from the trea-
ty,” he added.

The United States has 
repeatedly accused Rus-
sia of violating the INF 
by developing banned 
weapons and this month 
President Donald Trump 

said Washington was 
starting a process to with-
draw from the treaty.

In a tit-for-tat move, 
Putin said Moscow was 
also leaving the treaty 
and beginning work on 
new types of weapons 
that would breach the 
agreement.

Many analysts say 
abandoning the treaty 
effectively signalled the 
start of a new arms race.

The INF deal was 
signed in 1987 by then 
US president Ronald Rea-
gan and Soviet leader 
Mikhail Gorbachev and 
resolved a crisis over So-
viet nuclear-tipped bal-
listic missiles targeting 
Western capitals.

Taiwan’s Tsai says no peace deal 
with China unless force ruled out
Taipei, Feb 20 (AFP): 
President Tsai Ing-wen 
on Wednesday said no 
formal peace deal could 
be signed with China un-
til leaders in Beijing rule 
out using force against 
the island.

Tsai was speaking 
a day after she con-
firmed she would run 
for re-election in early 
2020 despite falling rat-
ings and an increasing-
ly strained relationship 
with China.

Beijing still sees dem-
ocratic Taiwan as part 
of its territory to be re-
unified, despite the two 
sides being ruled sepa-
rately since the end of a 
civil war in 1949.

Tsai was responding 
to recent comments by 
Wu Den-yih, head of the 
main opposition Kuo-
mintang (KMT), that his 
party would pursue a 
peace treaty with Beijing 
if it were to regain power 
next year.

“There would be no 
so-called negotiation 
on equal footing and no 
real peace as China re-
fuses to give up the use 
of force against Taiwan 
and forcefully pushes the 
‘one country, two sys-
tems’ framework,” she 
said in a media briefing.

“China’s military in-

tentions and its refusal 
to give up the use of force 
against Taiwan is a real 
source of regional insta-
bility and a threat to re-
gional peace,” she added.

“One country, two 
systems” is China’s pro-
posal to absorb Taiwan 
into the mainland but 
allow it to keep some of 
its freedoms.

Beijing has made its 
dislike of Tsai and her 
independence-leaning 
Democratic Progressive 
Party clear.

After her election in 
2016, it cut communica-
tion with her administra-
tion, stepped up military 
drills and poached sever-
al of Taiwan’s dwindling 
diplomatic allies.

President Xi Jinping 
reiterated in a speech last 
month that China would 
not renounce the option 
of using military force 
to bring Taiwan into the 
fold, describing unifica-
tion with the mainland 
as “inevitable”.

A KMT win in 2020 
would likely please 
leaders in Beijing given 
the much closer rela-
tionship it forged with 
the previous adminis-
tration of Ma Ying-jeou.

Ma suggested in 2011 
that Taiwan should con-
sider a peace treaty with 

China within the coming 
decade, to formally bring 
an end to a civil war that 
has actually been over 
for seventy years.

The proposal sparked 
criticism from detractors 
that it would be tanta-
mount to a unification or 
surrender treaty.

Ma later stressed 
that he would only 
move ahead for a peace 
agreement with the ap-
proval of both the par-
liament and the public, 
and the issue had been 
shelved since.

The KMT’s drubbing 
at the 2016 election 
partly stemmed from 
voter unease over the 
party’s perceived cosi-
ness to the mainland.

But Wu -- a former 
vice president under Ma 
-- has resurrected the is-
sue ahead of next year’s 
polls. He is among the 
KMT bigwigs who have 
been tipped to run for 
president.

Tsai said she believed 
voters would balk at the 
proposal unless Beijing 
withdrew its threats.

“I believe Taiwanese 
society would not accept 
any political agreement 
that could harm or elim-
inate our sovereignty or 
eliminate Taiwan’s de-
mocracy,” she said.

Trump says no rush to see 
North Korea denuclearize

UN Secy Gen stresses importance for 
India, Pak to exercise maximum restraint

United Nations, Feb 20 
(PTI): UN Secretary Gen-
eral Antonio Guterres 
has called on India and 
Pakistan to take “imme-
diate steps” to deesca-
late tension that soared 
after 40 Indian security 
personnel were killed in 
an attack by Jaish-e-Mo-
hammed in Pulwama.

“The Secretary Gen-
eral stresses the im-
portance for both sides 
to exercise maximum 
restraint and take im-
mediate steps to de-es-
calation, and his good 
offices are always avail-
able should both sides 
ask,” the UN Chief’s 
spokesperson Stephane 
Dujarric told reporters 
here Tuesday at the daily 
press briefing.

Dujarric was asked 

about a meeting Paki-
stan’s Permanent Mis-
sion to the UN has sought 
with the Secretary Gen-
eral and also about Pa-
kistani Foreign Minister 
Shah Mahmood Qureshi 
saying the UN must step 
in to defuse tensions be-
tween the two nations.

“...Looking at the situ-
ation in general between 
India and Pakistan, we’re 
deeply concerned at the 
increase in tensions be-
tween the two countries 
in the wake of the attack 
on Indian security per-
sonnel on 14 February in 
Pulwama,” Dujrraic said.

He said Pakistan’s mis-
sion at the UN requested for 
the meeting with the Sec-
retary General. “We have 
seen press reports of a let-
ter having been delivered 

to the UN. As far as we’ve 
ascertained, none has been 
received as of this very min-
ute,” he added.

Last week, Guterres 
had “strongly” con-
demned the terror attack 
against security personnel 
in Jammu and Kashmir’s 
Pulwama district, perpe-
trated by Pakistan-based 
terror group Jaish-e-Mo-
hammed, calling for those 
behind the attack to be 
brought to justice.

“We strongly condemn 
today’s attack in Jammu 
and Kashmir’s Pulwama 
district and express our 
deepest condolences to 
the families of those who 
lost their lives and to the 
government and people 
of India,” Dujarric had said 
at the daily press briefing 
last Thursday. 

Washington, Feb 20 
(PTI): US President 
Donald Trump has said 
he is looking forward to 
his second meeting with 
North Korean leader Kim 
Jong-un on February 27 
and 28 in Vietnam and 
wants Pyongyang to end 
its nuclear programme 
but is in no rush for it.

The two leaders held 
their first meeting in Singa-
pore last year, after which 
the White House said in 
a statement that Kim “re-
affirmed his firm and un-
wavering commitment to 
complete denuclearization 
of the Korean Peninsula. 
North Korea has conduct-
ed no further nuclear and 
missile tests since the June 
summit, but has made no 
commitment to surrender-
ing its nuclear arsenal.

Trump Tuesday dis-
cussed his trip with his 
South Korean counter-
part Moon Jae-in and told 
reporters his ultimate 
goal is denuclearisation 
of North Korea.

“I had a great conversa-
tion this morning with Pres-
ident Moon of South Korea. 
We obviously discussed the 
upcoming trip next week...
we’re going to Hanoi in 
Vietnam...I look forward to 
being with Chairman Kim 
(Jong-un)..I think a lot of 
things will come out of it,” 
Trump told reporters about 

the telephonic conversa-
tion. President Moon and 
I discussed probably ev-
ery aspect of the meeting,” 
he said. “We’re in no rush 
whatsoever, we’re going to 
have our meeting...we’ll see 
what happens and I think 
ultimately we’re going to be 
very successful,” he said.

The White House said 
the two leaders agreed 
to remain in close com-
munication following 
the summit. In an inter-
action with reporters, 
Trump said he would be 
talking over phone with 
Japanese Prime Minister 
Shinzo Abe Wednesday 
on the same issue. “I will 
be speaking tomorrow 
(Wednesday) with Prime 
Minister Abe of Japan. I 
will be having a similar 
conversation. So I think, 
next week is going to be 
very exciting. It’s going to 
be the second summit,” 
he said, adding his ulti-
mate goal is denucleari-
sation of North Korea.

“I think we will see 
that ultimately. I have no 
pressing time schedule. A 
lot of people would like to 
see it go very quickly from 
the other side. I really be-
lieve that North Korea can 
be a tremendous econom-
ic power. Their location 
between Russia, China 
and South Korea is unbe-
lievable,” he said. 
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ARIES: Today’s soothing moon-Venus trine 
sounds the call for self-care, so take a time-
out from your busy schedule to give your body 
some love. Maybe that means booking a mas-
sage or chiropractic adjustment—or getting 
a free trial pass to a glamorous gym that will 
inspire you to show up and work out!  
TAURUS: Romance knows no borders for 
Bulls today! Thank the passionate moon, 
which will be flowing in formation with love 
planet Venus in your zone of international 
affairs. Combustible chemistry could ignite 
with a sexy stranger passing through town. 
Traveling? A stimulating conversation with 
one of the locals might evolve into a sponta-
neous dinner date.  
GEMINI: Your heart could use a healthy 
dose of close friends and family, Gemini. 
One female relative in particular might give 
you the empowering advice and uncondi-
tional acceptance you need right now. On 
the flip side, you could offer a sturdy shoul-
der of your own to a loved one to lean on. 
With affable Venus forming a harmonious 
angle to the moon in your domestic fourth 

house, you’re craving home sweet home.  
CANCER: Lift your nose from the grind-
stone! With the moon and Venus buoying 
your social spirits, this is the perfect day to 
reconnect with the Crab Crew. Collaborative 
efforts, hivemind jam sessions and network-
ing events could produce amazing results. 
Romance also bodes well under this mash-
up, so stop poo-pooing the dating apps.  
LEO: Your lust for life can make you quite 
the collector, Leo, but today you may real-
ize that you’ve amassed too much stuff! A 
discerning moon-Venus alignment assists 
you with scaling back—without whittling 
your aesthetic to boring minimalism. Time 
to declutter, then organize what’s left into 
eye-pleasing groupings. (Then snap a #shel-
fie!) But don’t spend the whole day playing 
Marie Kondo; you also need to get out and 
socialize.  
VIRGO: The day is off to an energetic start 
with the moon beaming in Virgo. Take ad-
vantage of this momentum to get a project 
off the ground or to catch up with favorite 
people you’ve been too busy to see. And 

thanks to a boost from Venus, you’ll be in 
your creative and flirtatious element. Turn 
up the heat on any simmering chemistry and 
see what “lab notes” this experiment yields.  
LIBRA: If you feel like you’re forcing yourself 
to be productive, just stop and take a breather. 
With the moon in your sleepy twelfth house, 
your time is best spent tying up loose ends, 
not initiating new projects. Revel in the com-
pany of people who understand comfortable 
silence—and maybe listen to some meditative 
music while working so you don’t reflexively 
start chatting while you’re all whirring away on 
tasks. Keep your schedule as light as possible 
and plan to head directly home to Chateau Libra 
for some chillaxing “me time.”   
SCORPIO: Making time for friends isn’t 
“blowing off work,” Scorpio; it’s actual-
ly part of your success strategy. So if you 
thought you might tuck away to play 
catch-up, rethink that plan. A convivial 
mashup of the moon and Venus puts you 
in your social element. You’d be far bet-
ter off joining your coworkers for a lunch 
break or going to see a friend’s show to-

night. You never know who will be in at-
tendance—and honestly, maybe you just 
need to give your brain a little rest. Rule of 
the day: Prioritize people over paperwork! 
SAGITTARIUS: You’re in your charismat-
ic element today, Sagittarius, as the moon 
and convivial Venus blend their energies on 
your behalf. On the average day, it’s easy for 
you to capture the leading edge with your 
broad-minded ideas and natural enthu-
siasm. But today, what will really “sell” 
people is your keep-it-real personality. 
That means you can drop the agenda and 
save the pitch for next week—phew! All 
you have to do is get to know people for 
who they really are!    
CAPRICORN: With vivacious Venus in 
your sign since February 3, you’ve been 
acquiring greater fluency in the language of 
love. Today, you can start practicing a few 
of those phrases (spoken and unspoken) as 
the Virgo moon chimes in from your worldly 
ninth house. Whether you’re waiting at the 
office elevator bank or out meeting friends 
for a drink, you could get weak in the knees 

for a cutie from a different culture. Coupled 
Capricorns, a change of scenery will be the 
perfect backdrop for romance.    
AQUARIUS:  If you’ve fallen out of touch 
with a close friend, don’t let any more time 
pass before reaching out. Maybe it’s true that 
they “owe” you a phone call. But keeping 
score is probably keeping you away from 
someone you truly cherish. Today’s senti-
mental moon-Venus trine helps you shed a 
layer of your protective barrier.   
PISCES: Just friends… or is something 
extra brewing? Today’s moon-Venus trine 
could ignite a sizzling attraction with a (pre-
viously) platonic pal. Under these laid-back 
stars, exploring the chemistry will seem like 
a fine idea, and maybe it is. Just make sure 
you’re thinking this ALL the way through. If 
one (or both) of you could get your feelings 
hurt, well, it might be best to just keep this in 
the “flirty friendship” zone. That goes dou-
ble for Pisces who are already attached. In-
stead of playing with fire, stoke the embers 
with your S.O. by doing something wild and 
a little experimental together. 

JETSETTER!  Actress Jenna Dewan keeps it cool in 
a pair of camouflage pants before an outbound flight at 
LAX.

Cash for tweet: Celebs caught on camera 
agreeing to post online for political parties

More than 30 Bollywood celebrities, including Jackie 
Shroff, Kailash Kher and Vivek Oberoi, have allegedly 

been caught in a sting operation for agreeing to promote the 
agenda of parties on social media platforms in exchange for 
money, online portal Cobrapost claimed on Tuesday.

Operation Karaoke by Cobrapost had its reporters pos-
ing as representatives from a public relations compa-
ny and meeting actors, singers, dancers and TV stars 
through their managers to allegedly strike 
a deal ahead of the upcoming Lok 
Sabha elections.

Addressing a press conference 
here, Cobrapost editor-in-chief An-
iruddha Bahl said the sting revolves 
around 36 celebrities agreeing 
to post messages on their 
Facebook, Twitter and 
Instagram accounts 
to help create a 
favourable en-
vironment for 
certain political 
parties in the 
run up to the elec-
tions.

The celebs, most of 
them second rung TV and film stars, agreed 
to tweet content on various issues to be 
provided to them before posting the same on 
their social media pages to make it look as their 
own, he alleged.

“They would defend the government even on 
controversial issues such as rape and fatal acci-
dents such as bridge collapses. They were even willing 
to sign a dummy contract for endorsement of products to dis-
guise the real nature of the proxy political campaigning that 
they were willing to do,” Bahl said.

According to Cobrapost, the party in question was, in most 
cases, the Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) and the Aam Aadmi 

Party (AAP), and the Congress in some instances.
Many celebrities agreed to share their PAN number and 

banking details but most preferred cash, he claimed.
The media portal has put out a series of tweets with videos 

of the celebrities caught in the sting.
According to Cobrapost, most of the celebrities did 

not blink an eye before saying Aye to the proposition, 
asking for a fee ranging from Rs 2 lakh 

to Rs 50 lakh per message.
Some celebrities 

turned down Cobra-
post’s offer to pro-
mote a political party 
on social media.

“When we ap-
proached Vidya Balan, 

Arshad Warsi, Raza Mu-
rad and Saumya Tan-
don with our prop-
osition, these celebs 

chose to go by their con-
science and straightaway re-

fused to play ball,” it said.
Apart from Shroff, 

Kher and Oberoi, those 
who agreed to tweet for 

money included names 
such as Shreyas Talpade, 

Sunny Leone, Shakti Kapoor, 
Sonu Sood, Ameesha Patel, Tisca Chopra, 

Rakhi Sawant, TV star Pankaj Dheer and son 
Nikitin Dheer, Puneet Issar, Rajpal Yadav, Minis-

sha Lamba, Hiten Tejwani and wife Gauri Pradhan, Ma-
hima Chaudhary, Rohit Roy, Aman Verma, Koena Mitra 

and Rahul Bhat among others.
Singers Daler Mehndi, Mika, Abhijeet Bhattacharya and 

Baba Sehgal, choreographer Ganesh Acharya and comedians 
Rajpal Yadav, Raju Srivastava, Krushna Abhishek and Vijay 
Ishwarlal Pawar (VIP) were also part of the list.

lili reinhart is taking therapy sessions 
again for anxiety and depression

madhuri dixit says that the 
‘recent atmosphere’ in bollywood 

has allowed her to ‘explore’

the unexpected 
shoe style asian 
Celebrities are 

wearing now Madhuri Dixit believes the Hindi 
film industry has democratised a 

lot over the years and it has enabled 
actors like her to try their hands at dif-
ferent things. Apart from acting, Mad-
huri has ventured into production and 

she is also set to come out with an En-
glish pop album. She says such avenues 
were not available for actors earlier. 
“I love to do all these different things 
because this is all within my domain 
like singing and dancing. I like to ex-
periment with different things. That is 
why I did the album because it is also 
a way of expression and what I want to 
say through my songs. So it’s an expres-
sion of your emotion through the song,” 
Madhuri told PTI.“I believe it is the re-
cent atmosphere in Bollywood that has 
enabled me to do so and be at so many 

places at the same time. Earlier, there 
weren’t so many avenues but today 
there are so many things that you can 
explore, which is amazing.”

Madhuri says the filmmaking pro-
cess has also been overhauled as these 

days there is no mandatory re-
quirements for song and dance se-
quences in the films. Madhuri said, 
“The situation in the industry is 
content-driven today. There are no 
trappings of Bollywood anymore. 
In the sense that when we used to 
make movies, they would say, ‘We 
need one song, one happy song 
and one sad song.’

“There were a lot of things but 
today audiences are exposed to 
the cinema from all over the world 
that and that has broadened their 
minds. They want to see some-
thing different from just another 
regular Hindi film,” the actor says.

It is also refreshing for back-
ground players of a film, like writ-
ers and directors, as they get to ex-
plore different themes and issues 

through their work, she says. “In this 
scenario, exploring different subjects is 
a wonderful opportunity for everyone, 
including makers, writers and actors. 
There are no constraints about manda-
tory things. They can just stick to one 
topic and can make a lovely movie out 
of that,” she adds.

Madhuri Dixit awaits the release 
of her film Total Dhamaal. Directed by 
Indra Kumar, the film, which also stars 
Ajay Devgn, Anil Kapoor, Arshad Warsi 
and Riteish Deshmukh. The film will hit 
the theaters on February 22.

White boots are the new black 
boots.

Super cool and fresh, it’s a great 
accessory that instantly adds an edge 
to your outfit. Yes, you’ll still rely on 
your trusty black boots every now 
and then, but white boots might soon 
become a staple of yours, thanks to 
these Asian celebs. Go for comfort 
with a chunky classic from Dr. Mar-
tens, or opt for a more polished pat-
ent leather heeled version that you 
can wear with a feminine dress. Our 
style of choice? Leather, square-
toed, ankle-length with a sensible 
block-heel — you can wear this 
trend to perfection, be comfortable 
and look chic all day long.

If you’ve got long legs like Bae 
Yoon-Young, wear a cowboy style boot 
with a graphic print midi dress. 

Riverdale star Lili Rein-
hart has restarted her 

therapy sessions to deal 
with her anxiety and depres-
sion issues.

The 22-year-old actor 
shared the news on her In-
stagram story on Friday 
where she asked her fans to 
not neglect their own men-
tal health problems.

“Friendly reminder for 
anyone who needs to hear it: 
Therapy is never something 
to feel ashamed of. Every-
one can benefit from seeing 
a therapist. Doesn’t matter 
how old or ‘proud’ you’re 
trying to be,” Reinhart wrote.

“We are all human. And 
we all struggle. Don’t suffer in silence. Don’t 
feel embarrassed to ask for help. I’m 22. I 
have anxiety and depression. And today I 
started therapy again. And so the journey of 
self-love begins for me,” she added.

Reinhart had previously revealed that she 
was suffering “the worst depression” before 
being cast in CW television series, “Riverdale”.

In December last year, she had announced 
that she was taking a break from Twitter, say-
ing the “site is not good for my mental health”.


