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WANGCHUK BHUTIA
MANGAN, 07 JAN:

hief Minister and Sik-

kim Krantikari Mor-
cha president, PS Tamang
inaugurated an SKM of-
fice for Lachen-Mangan
constituency at Pakshep
Kazor ward under Sing-
hik Sentam GPU of North
Sikkim today.

He was accompanied
by Chairman Teesta Urja,
Gyanden Lachungoa, four
BJP MLAs, few cabinet
Ministers, Chairpersons,
Secretaries, HODs of dif-
ferent departments, SKM
senior party workers and
general public.

In his address, the
CM informed that the
state government has
sanctioned Rs. 70 crore
for improvement of wa-
ter supply and work on
it will start very soon.
Monks will be provided

GCI sheets, house upgra-

dation schemes while
economically weak fami-
lies will be provided Gov-
ernment jobs in a phase
wise manner, he said.
Tender process for
Rs 50 crore project for

RNI No. SIKENG/2016/69420

upgradation of North
Sikkim highway road
upto Tashi view point
has been completed, in-
formed the CM further
adding that several other
projects are in the pipe-
line to develop tourism

in North Sikkim.

Earlier, the welcome
address was given by
Arjun Bista followed by
Reyoung Lepcha and oth-
er party executives. The
program then witnessed
Chyabrung dance, offer-
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ing of khadas and light-
ing of lamp.

On the occasion the
house owner and Orga-
nizing committee mem-
bers offered letter of ap-
preciation and token of
love to the CM.

14 test positive,
13 others discharged

SUMMIT REPORT
GANGTOK, 07 JAN:
ikkim recorded
14 new cases of

COVID-19 from 392 tests
conducted in the last
24 hours ending 8 am
Thursday. Of the new
cases, 10 were reported
in East, 02 each in West
and South Sikkim. There
are now 465 active cases
of COVID-19 in the state
with the total tally reach-
ing 5965.

Meanwhile, 13 per-
sons were discharged
taking the total number
of discharged to 5276.
Currently, there are 04
COVID patients in the ICU
facility of STNM hospital
and no new deaths have
been reported.

So far the state has
conducted 70,151
COVID tests.

In the daily health
bulletin, State Health IEC
Officer, Sonam G Bhutia
informed that out of 296
RTPCR tests conduct-
ed, 10 returned positive
while 04 of the 86 sam-
ples tested via Rapid An-
tigen Testing returned
positive. All 10 samples
tested via Truenat re-
turned negative.

Among the 10 who
tested positive via RTP-
CR, two are from Sing-
tam Sirwani GP company
quarters, one from Up-
per Shyari below ICDS,
one from Daragaon
below HDFC building,
one from Namnang
[containment  zone],
one from Lower Shy-
ari near ICDS, one
from STNM quarters,
one from Majhigaon,
one from Pakyong and

one from Metro Point
Tadong below Hyundai
showroom.

Among those tested
via RAT, two are from
Hee Bazaar, West Sikkim
and two tested at CRH
Tadong are from Central
Pendam, Duga and Metro
Point Tadong below ITBP
Camp.

Mr Bhutia informed
that one person who test-
ed positive for COVID re-
mains untraceable since
Wednesday and this has
compelled the depart-
ment to release the name
of the person.

He said that one
44-year-old woman Rup
Maya Subba of Daram-
din, West Sikkim, has
been untraceable and
she should immediately
contact the Health De-
partment.

NHPC takes over
Rangit Stage IV HEP

SUMMIT REPORT
GANGTOK, 07 JAN:
HPC Limited has taken over Jalpower Corpo-
ration Limited (JPCL) which was executing
120 MW Rangit Stage-IV Hydroelectric Project in
Sikkim. JPCL is currently undergoing Corporate
Insolvency Resolution Process (“CIRP”) which was
initiated on 09 April, 2019 vide an order of the Na-
tional Company Law Tribunal (NCLT).

A press release informs that NHPC will make
upfront payment of Rs. 165 Crore and cost of the
project is considered as Rs. 943.20 Crore.

Jalpower Corporation Limited is the second
company after Lanco Teesta Hydro Power Ltd
(which was developing Teesta Stage VI HEP) to be
acquired through NCLT process by NHPC.

The release mentions that National Company
Law Tribunal (NCLT), Hyderabad bench approved
NHPC’s Resolution Plan for taking over Jalpower
Corporation Limited (JPCL) as going concern vide
its order dated 24.12.2020 and uploaded the same
on its website on 07.01.2021.

NHPC had submitted its Resolution Plan and
was declared the successful resolution applicant
by Committee of Creditors (CoC) on 24.01.2020.
CoC approved Resolution Plan was filed by Reso-
lution Professional with NCLT Hyderabad Bench
on 28.01.2020.

New STNM Hospital Needs Healing

Schools reopen in Punjab for classes 5 to 12

CHANDIGARH, JAN 7 (PTI):
Schools in Punjab reopened
for students of classes 5
to 12 on Thursday, allow-
ing children to return to
classrooms after months
of online learning. Schools
across states, including
Punjab, have largely re-
mained closed since March
last year when the country
was placed under lock-
down to prevent the spread
of COVID-19.

School  authorities
said they strictly adhered
to  coronavirus-related
safety guidelines and
teachers ensured chil-
dren maintained social
distancing. Some schools
also provided masks to
students. Students said
they were excited to be
meeting their classmates
and teachers after long.

In Hoshiarpur, stu-
dents of Government
Girls Senior Secondary

School, Talwara were a
happy lot as they entered
the school premises.
They were given a warm
welcome by the school
principal and teachers
upon their arrival.

School principal
Suresh Kumari said out
of 740 students, 625 at-
tended school. All bench-
es were sanitised ahead
of the opening of the
school. Several parents,
who came to attend the
parent-teacher meeting,
also expressed happi-
ness over the reopening
of schools and said they
had been waiting for it
for a long time.

Jasandeep Kaur;, a Class
6 student, said she was
overjoyed to have come
to school after a long time
and meet her teachers and
classmates. District Edu-
cation Officer (Secondary)
Harjit Singh and District

Education Officer (Prima-
ry) Sanjiv Gautam said at-
tendance in schools was
good. In Amritsar, most
schools saw around 50 per
cent attendance, according
to officials.

District ~ Education
Officer Satinderbir Singh
said, "Today was the first
day and most parents
and students were not
aware of the reopening of
schools across Punjab."

He said in the coming
days, more students will
return to schools. The
consent of students' par-
ents was taken for sending
them to schools, he added.

Punjab Education Min-
ister Vijay Inder Singla had
on Wednesday said that
following the persistent de-
mand of parents, the state
government had decided
to reopen all government,
semi-governmentand private
schools from January 7.

Starts
zznd
January

Open to all
archery teams across
Sikkim

JIWAN RAI

hospital is where healing is expected

to happen. Ironically, often in a coun-
try like ours, even hospitals need healing.
The new STNM Hospital at Socheygang is
one hospital that needs immediate healing.
Healing from its deteriorating condition due
to public and administrative negligence. The
reckless misuse by its users have turned this
new hospital building into crumbling infra-
structure far too soon - a miracle only we in
this part of the globe are (ill) capable of.

A few weeks ago, | wrote a post on my
Facebook page on the ever worsening con-
dition of the brand new STNM hospital. 1
posted a few pictures of the dirty surround-
ings, the hallway in level four with puddles,
paan spit on the walls, broken push buttons
on the lifts, water leaking in the basement
parking and dirt-ridden stairs and lifts. The
response reciprocating my concern was
overwhelming - except for one who asked
me to ‘start cleaning myself so that others
would join me’.

The summation of the overall comments
is simply this: the pathetic condition of such
a new and grand hospital is the result of a
combination of administrative negligence
and a complete lack of ownership and civ-
ic sense on the part of people. An assistant
professor and highly engaged citizen com-
mented on my post saying that it is the
quintessential local public attitude towards

government (sarkari) property. A gentleman
wrote that the Rogi Kalyan Samiti headed by the
Lok Sabha MP has been formed but he opined
that the hospital situation needs a greater
commitment on the part of the government.

“Alack of civic sense is in our
genes” - a gentleman, senior
doctor by profession wrote.
Many parents in our country teach children to
pee in public places, outside the house and so
on. That's how we ‘toilet train’ them and when
these children grow up, they perform as well
as they are trained. Let us face it, civic sense is
a cultural thing. Is there anything that we can
do to change or improve it?

[ am beginning to feel that fines are the
only way to change public behaviour. The
hospital authorities must come up with
stringent rules and fines. However, the im-
plementation of such rules demand dili-
gence, patience and consistence. One month
or even one year will not change our be-
haviors and habits formed over a lifetime.
Singapore is an example of how ‘fining’ can
change ‘civic behaviour’.

Most of the fast advancing countries in
Asia like Japan and China are big on ‘fin-
ing’. Singapore went on to becoming one of
the cleanest countries in the world. Due its
strict implementation of fines on littering,
spitting, peeing in public and even chew-
ing gum, it is also called a “fine city”. Fine,
if strategized well, policed diligently and
implemented consistently can fix the twin

issues of a “lack of civic sense and a sense of
ownership”. It calls for visionary and dedi-
cated hospital management leadership.
Another concern raised was about the
pitiful, almost unusable condition of the toi-

SENNNNN _ VIEWPOINT I

lets in the new STNM hospital. It is a crying
shame that even hospitals have such poorly
maintained toilets. The administration must
be blamed for the lack of innovative and
stricter methods to maintain toilets as much
as people must be blamed for the acute lack
of basic civic sense. But ultimately, shifting
the blame endlessly will not clean one speck
of dirt from these horribly filthy toilets.

[ found one suggestion from Rinzino
Lepcha fascinatingly promising. A gentle-
man wondered if leasing the hospital toilets
to Sulabh could partially fix the problem as
they keep urinal pots free flowing by remov-
ing cigarette butts from them. This is from a
man who has the vast experience of running
NGOs for years.

Banning smoking in lavatories is an ab-
solute must. Installing smoke detectors
would be essential and fining heavily would
solve the issue once and for all. Dirty sur-
roundings, dirty hallways, dirty stairs, dirty
lifts, stinking toilets and smoking in toilets
- whata horribly depressing and self-contra-
dictory picture of a hospital which is meant
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Centre turning disaster into opportunity:

NEw DELHI, 07 JAN [PTI]:
Congress president Sonia
Gandhi on Thursday attacked
the Modi government over the
ongoing farmer agitation and
the hike in fuel prices, and said
the country is today standing
at the crossroads for the first
time since Independence.

On the hike in fuel prices,
she accused the government of
profiteering and said it is turn-
ing a disaster into an opportu-
nity to fill its coffers. She also
alleged that the government is
breaking the back of the poor,
the farmers, and the middle
class due to its "insensitivity".

"I demand from the gov-
ernment that the rates of ex-
cise duty on petrol and diesel
be made similar to that during
the UPA regime and provide
immediate relief to the affect-
ed people.

"I once again appeal to the
government to repeal the three
farm laws immediately and ful-
fil all the demands of farmers,"
she said in a statement.

Congress leader Rahul
Gandhi also accused the gov-
ernment of "looting" the peo-
ple by imposing heavy taxes
on fuel and alleged that this
is the reason it is not bringing
them under the purview of the
Goods and Services Tax (GST).

"There has been unprece-
dented "development” in pric-
es of petrol and diesel. The
Modi government is looting the
public by charging heavy taxes
on fuel. This is the reason why
the government is not willing
to bring petrol-diesel under
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GST" he said in a tweet in Hindi.
Sonia Gandhi said in the midst of
a collapsing economy due to the
coronavirus pandemic, the Modi
government is trying to turn the
disaster as an opportunity to fill
its coffers.

She said while the price of
crude oil is USD 50.96 per bar-
rel -- just X 23.43 per litre in-
ternationally -- diesel is being
sold for X 74.38 and petrol at X
84.20 per litre in the national
capital.

This is the highest in the
last 73 years, she alleged.

"The country is standing
at the crossroads today for
the first time in the history
of independent India. On one
hand, the country's "annada-
ta" is standing on the borders
of Delhi for the last 44 days in
support of their legitimate de-
mands, while the country's au-
tocratic, insensitive and ruth-
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less BJP government is busy
breaking the back of the poor,
farmers and middle class," she
said in a statement.

The Congress chief said de-
spite lower international pric-
es, the government has bro-
ken all records of profiteering
by exorbitantly raising excise
duty instead of passing on the
benefits to common people.

In the last six-and-a-half
years, the Modi government
has increased excise duty to re-
cover about X 19,00,000 crore
from the pockets of common
people, she said.

She also said that the BJP
government has increased
the price of gas cylinders that
has hurt the budget of every
household.

Congress chief spokesper-
son Randeep Surjewala also
demanded that the govern-
ment rolls back the fuel price

hike and help provide relief to
the common man by reducing
the taxes on fuel.

He also urged the govern-
ment to take back the farm
laws and agree to the demands
of farmers, who took out a
tractor rally around Delhi in
support of their demands.

"Modi ji, if you still do not
agree, then your ego and au-
tocracy will lead to the down-
fall of your anti-people govern-
ment," he said.

"To the blind and deaf gov-
ernment, this is the strength
of the organisation of the "an-
nadata". Realising the serious-
ness of this farmers' struggle
in the fierce cold, immediately
withdraw all three black laws,"
he said in a tweet in Hindi and
shared some of the pictures of
the farmers" tractor rally.

"The Modi government
that came to power by making

price hike

promises of providing cheap
petrol and diesel, if it withdraws
the "excise duty" imposed by it
in the last 6.5 years, the public
will be largely benefitted. Then,
petrol will sell at X 60.42 per li-
tre and diesel at X 46.01 per li-
tre. But it will not do so. This is a
game of loot," he also said.

He accused the government
of "fleecing" people, profiteer-
ing from the miseries of com-
mon people and decimating
the budgets of the poor. "This
has become the mantra of the
Modi government,” he alleged.

"The Congress demands
that the Modi government im-
mediately rolls back the excise
duty on petrol and diesel and
give relief to the common peo-
ple already facing the vagaries of
insurmountable inflation as also
the economic slowdown and re-
cession," Mr Surjewala said.

Petrol price on Thursday
scaled to an all-time high of X
84.20 per litre in the national
capital after state-owned fuel
retailers hiked rates for the
second day in a row.

Petrol price on Thursday
was hiked by 23 paise per litre
and diesel by 26 paise a litre,
according to a price notifica-
tion from oil marketing com-
panies.

In Delhi, petrol now costs
X 84.20 per litre and diesel is
priced at X 74.38. In Mumbiai,
petrol comes for X 90.83 a litre
and diesel for X 81.07.

This is the highest ever
price of petrol in Delhi, while
diesel is at record high in
Mumbai.

No proof against Muslim man
accused in forced conversion
case, UP Govt admits

KUNDLI, 07 JAN (REUTERS): Tens

Farmers hold Tractor Rally rehearsal,

block expressway to Delhi

Punjab student travels from
US to stand with farmers

TRISHA MUKHERJEE

NEw DELHI, JAN 7 (PTI):
Had it not been for the
farmers' protest against
the new agri laws that
began over a month ago,
22-year-old Navpal Singh
would have never planned
a trip home at this time
from Texas in the US,
where he is a student.

"This protest forced
me to come here," said
the mechanical engineer-
ing student whose fa-
ther and grandfather are
farmers.

"The last time I had
come home was less than
a year ago...in March, so |
had no plans whatsoev-
er to visit again, but the
way this protest has tak-
en over this country and
also the world, I couldn't
stay away," he said.

Thousands of farm-
ers, mostly from Punjab
and Haryana, have been
protesting at multiple
Delhi borders against the
new agri laws.

Singh arrived in India
on Monday and has been
travelling between Sing-
hu and his ancestral vil-
lage in Punjab's Jaland-
har every day since.

Even though he is not
a farmer himself, Singh
felt the need to be part of
the protest because of his
farming roots that have
provided for his educa-
tion. "People might think
I have no direct connec-
tion with farming..that
[ am studying in the US,
I will also work and get

married there, but my
father and grandfather
are farmers. "I wouldn't
have been able to have
my life in the US without
the farmers. And now it
is my responsibility to
come forward and stand
with them in their fight
for their rights," he said.

Several rounds of
talks with the govern-
ment have failed to break
the deadlock with the
government pushing the
new legislations as im-
portant reforms in the
agricultural sector.

The next round of
talks is scheduled on Fri-
day. The farmers on the
other hand have main-
tained that they want the
three laws to be repealed.

They  have  also
threatened to enter Delhi
on January 26 if their de-
mands are not met.

About the stalemate
between the government
and the farmers, Singh
said it was the former's
way of "breaking their
spirit". "By scheduling
talks after talks, the gov-
ernment is trying to sim-
ply drag the protest as
long as it can, and hoping
that it would eventual-
ly break our spirits, but
they are mistaken.

"A movement like this
does not happen every
now and then. Today's
rally alone has shown
our strength and num-
bers,” said Singh, who
will return to Texas on
January 18.

LuckNow, 07 JAN [NDTV]:
There is no evidence
against a Muslim man
who was among the first
in Uttar Pradesh to be
charged under a contro-
versial new law against
forced conversions, the
Yogi Adityanath govern-
ment told the Allahabad

High Court today.
Nadeem, 32, and his
brother Salman, were

named in a complaint
on November 29, 2020,
two days after the UP or-
dinance was passed, in
western Uttar Pradesh's
Muzaffarnagar by Akshay
Kumar Tyagi, who works
in a prominent pharma-
ceutical company as a la-
bour contractor.

Akshay said Nadeem,
a labourer, used to visit
his house in Muzaffar-
nagar and had "trapped"
his wife Parul in a "web
of love" to try and con-
vert her. To seduce her,
Nadeem gifted her a
smartphone and prom-
ised to marry her, Akshay
alleged in a First Infor-
mation Report or FIR.

Last month, taking
up a petition by Nadeem
to scrap the FIR, the
Allahabad High Court
said the police cannot
take any coercive action
against him and granted
him protection from ar-
rest until the next date
of hearing, which was
today. The court today
extended that protec-
tion and posted the case
for a fresh hearing on
January 15.

"When the case was
taken up in the honor-
able High Court today,
the state gave an affi-
davit that said naming
them in the FIR under
the anti-conversion law
was found to be false
and nothing was found in
the investigation that he
tried to forcibly convert
the woman for marriage.

As far as the challenge
to the Act goes, the main
ground is that Article 25
guarantees that any per-
son is free to choose his
or her religion and the
challenge is that the govt
is interfering in our pri-
vate affairs,” Nadeem's
lawyer Syed Farman Ah-
mad Naqvi said.

A six-page 'short af-
fidavit' filed on Wednes-
day by Awadhesh Pand-
ey, Joint Director, Pros-
ecution, on behalf of the
UP government says,
"The Investigating officer
has found that it is not a
case of UP Prohibition of
Unlawful Conversion of
Religion Ordinance 2020
and the Act UP Ordinance
No. 21 of 2020... There is
no evidence found that
the accused Nadeem is
having an illicit relation
with Parul, nor has any
evidence come forward
that he tried to change
the religion of Parul."

The affidavit, how-
ever, adds that the in-
vestigating officer found
evidence that Nadeem
had threatened Akshay,
and so a charge-sheet for
"criminal  intimidation
and provocation causing
breach of public peace"
had been submitted in a
court on December 31.

In the last hearing,
the High Court had said
there was no evidence
placed before it yet "that
any force or coercive pro-
cess is being adopted” by
Nadeem.

"The victim is admit-
tedly an adult who un-
derstands her well-be-
ing. She as well as the
petitioner have a funda-
mental right to privacy
and to being grown-up
adults who are aware of
the consequences of their
alleged relationship,” the
court said in an import-
ant statement that could
impact similar cases.

of thousands of farmers on trac-
tors occupied a stretch of an ex-
pressway on the periphery of the
Indian capital New Delhi on Thurs-
day in one of the biggest shows of
strength since they began a sit-in
against deregulation of farm mar-
kets more than a month ago.

Prime Minister Narendra Mo-
di’'s government has held several
rounds of talks with the farmers to
placate them, offering concessions
on the three laws it passed last
year to bring private investment
into the country’s antiquated agri-
culture markets.

But the farmers have resisted
the overtures and been camped
at an interstate border near the
village of Kundli outside Delhi for
more than 40 days demanding the
government withdraw the laws.

On Thursday, the protesters
mostly from the Sikh-dominated
northern state of Punjab, which is
one of the country’s leading pro-
ducers of wheat and rice, took to
the highway. Turbaned young men

and elderly farmers with flowing
beards rode a convoy of tractors
numbering in the thousands, some
with loud music blaring. There was
no sign of any police presence.

“We want Modi to repeal the
three laws,” said Rajvinder Singh,
35, a farmer from Punjab’s Gurdas-
pur district.

He said the rally was a way to
build pressure on the government
in the lead-up to India’s Repub-
lic Day on Jan. 26 when the farm
unions have threatened to march
on to the centre of the capital if the
laws are not revoked by then.

Farmers fear that the deregula-
tion under which food processors
and big retailers can directly buy
produce from them will eventual-
ly replace government-regulated
wholesale markets where they are
guaranteed a minimum price for
their produce.

The government says the
state-regulated market yards will
continue alongside the new ones
and has offered to give written as-
surances to the farmers they will
continue to get a minimum price.

On Friday, the two sides will sit
down for another round of talks.

New STNM...

to be the hallmark of cleanliness and healthy be-
haviour! When the hospital itself is sick, how fair it
is to expect effective healthcare services from it? The
most dreadful question that I can think of is this - if
this is the condition of a multi-crore hospital within
less than a year of its inauguration, what will it look
like in ten years and beyond? Many reciprocated my
view that perhaps we, as a society, do not deserve
better facilities than what we have made them to
be. However, self-condemnation without a willing-
ness and determination to change is the mark of a
declining culture. Given that civic sense and a sense
of ownership are not going to grow overnight, the
onus is on the hospital authorities to make a differ-
ence. There are different ways to do so. The author-
ities are entrusted with power to serve people and
they will be fully justified when they use that power
to redeem this crumbling infrastructure and make it

more useful for people.

LOST

[, Miss Karuna Sharma daughter of Shri Ganga Ram
Nirola resident of Tumin Saley, East Sikkim has lost
my Migration Sikkim has lost my Migration Certif-
icate bearing roll no. 1663700, Admit Card No. JD
KB 003790 & Registration No. G220/05409/0015

of CBSE 2020.

[ have registered a GD in Makha Out Post vide
GD No. 150 dt. 21.12.2020. If found contact :

8927832443.

Govt clears eight hydel projects on Indus in Ladakh

NEw DELHI, 07 JAN [PTI]:
The government has
cleared eight hydropow-
er projects of 144 MW
on the Indus river and its
tributaries in Ladakh, the
highest so far, sources in
the Jal Shakti Ministry
said on Thursday.

At present, there are
several small projects,
with a collective capac-
ity of 113 MW on Indus
in Ladakh, and the new
projects will have much
more capacity than those
constructed so far, a se-
nior official added.

The official said the
new projects have been
cleared by the Central
Water Commission as
well as the Indus Com-
missioner after a separate
Union Territory of Ladakh
was announced last year.
These projects will come
up in Kargil and Leh dis-
tricts of Ladakh.

Because of its topog-

raphy, it is not feasible to
construct big hydropow-
er projects in the Ladakh

region.
Durbuk Shyok (19
MW), Shankoo (18.5

MW), Nimu Chilling (24
MW), Rongdo (12 MW),
Ratan Nag (10.5 MW) hy-
dropower projects have
been cleared for Leh,
while Mangdum Sangra
(19 MW), Kargil Hunder-
man (25 MW) and Tama-
sha (12 MW) have been
cleared for Kargil, the of-
ficial added.

Many of the existing
projects as small as 1
MW of capacity.

The construction of
the new projects will
begin after other manda-
tory clearances are ob-
tained, the official said.

"The designs of these
projects have been cer-
tified as compliant with
the Indus Waters Trea-
ty by the Central Water

Commission. The infor-
mation on the design of
these projects is being
provided to Pakistan as
per the provisions of the
treaty," the official said.

"The  development
of projects on the Indus
river has been slow, es-
pecially in the Ladakh
region. Only two major
projects have been con-
structed so far --- Chutak
project of 44 MW on
Suru, a tributary of the
Indus, and Nimoo Bazgo
of 45 MW on the Indus,”
the official said.

Under the Indus Wa-
ters Treaty between New
Delhi and Islamabad, the
usage of water of Indus
and its five tributaries
flowing from India to Pa-
kistan have been divided.

The treaty specifies
that waters of three east-
ern rivers namely Ravi,
Beas and Sutlej, have
been reserved for India

while that of western riv-
ers, namely Indus, Chen-
ab and Jhelum, are for
Pakistan.

However, India claims
it has unrestricted rights
to develop hydroelectric
power projects on the
western rivers within the
specified parameters of
design. Of the total 168
million acre-feet, India's
share of water from Ravi,
Beas and Sutlej is 33 mcf,
which is nearly 20 per
cent.

India uses nearly 93-
94 per cent of its share
under the Indus Water
Treaty. The rest of the
water remains unutilised
and goes to Pakistan.

The efforts to tap that
water through a number
of projects like Ujh Mul-
tipurpose project, Shah-
purkandi Dam project
and the second Ravi Beas
Link are being made, the
official added.

ANTHYESTI KRIYA

The Anthyesti Kriya of late Mrs. Karna Kumari
Baraily who left her heavenly abode on 30th of
December,2020 falls on 11
January, 2021 (Monday).
All relatives, friends and
well wishers are request-
ed to join us in offering
prayers for the departed
soul at DEORALI, HOTEL
BESIDES

CHOWTARA
BUTTERFLY FLY OVER.

We would also like to
take this opportunity to express our gratitude to
all those who stood by us during our time of be-
reavement and to thank you all for you kind sup-

port and concern.

Ujjal Baraily (Son)
Pradeep Baraily (Son)
Mamta Thapa (Daughter)
Parina Baraily (Daughter)
Marena Baraily (Daughter)
Susil Thapa (Son-in-law)
Kalpa Baraily (Daughter-in-law)
Sumitra Baraily (Daughter-in-law)
And all other Baraily Family members.

Contact:

9775996049 Ujjal Baraily (Son)
9563068906 Marena Baraily
(Daughter)

9749683189 Susil Thapa (Son-
in-law)

==
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"Build Gallows in Public™: Mamata's
nephew on "Tolahaj" slurs

KOLKATA, 07 JAN [NDTV]:
Trinamool MP Abhishek
Banerjee hit back Thurs-
day at extortion alle-
gations leveled against
him by the BJP, inviting
the opposition party to
"build gallows in pub-
lic (so I can) embrace
death" if they can prove
the charges.

"They are attacking
me everyday. They say
'remove the extortionist
nephew'. | have said this
earlier and I am saying
this again in front of the
cameras here. If you can
prove that I am involved
in extortion and if you
can prove I am involved
in any wrongdoing, you
don't have to send the
Enforcement Directorate
and CBI after me. Build

gallows in public and I
will embrace death,” Mr
Banerjee said at an event
in Bengal's South Dina-
jpur district.

The public meeting,
which was streamed live
on Facebook, showed Mr
Banerjee, who is Chief
Minister Mamata Baner-
jee's nephew, standing
on a wooden platform
with hundreds of Trin-
amool gathered around
and many more packed
on the rooftops of neigh-
bouring buildings, loudly
cheering him on.

Mr Banerjee has been
relentlessly targeted
by the opposition party
ahead of Assembly elec-
tions due in Bengal in a
few months. For weeks,
"tolabaj bhaipo”, or "ex-

tortionist nephew" has
been the party's punch
line in an already bit-
ter campaign against
Ms Banerjee, whom the
party has also accused
of nepotism by favour-
ing and propping up her
nephew.

On Tuesday Union
Minister Anurag Thakur
took his shot, comparing
Mr Banerjee to sheikhs
in the Gulf countries - an
allusion to the Lok Sabha
MP's growing influence
in the ruling party.

Former  Trinamool
leader Suvendu Adhikari,
whose high-profile exit
and controversial switch
to the BJP was followed
by that of nearly 60 oth-
er leaders, has been at
the forefront of his new

party's calls for "tolabaj

bhaipo hatao", or "re-
move the extortionist
nephew".

Last month Mr Baner-
jee counterattacked and
said it was Mr Adhikari
who was the extortionist.

"Itis your name in the
Sarada scam. You are the
tolabaj. And you dare to
say tolabaj bhaipo hatao?
My friend, I am neither
in Sarada nor in Narada.
Enforcement Directorate,
CBI will get nothing by
tracking me. Do what you
please," he said.

Yesterday Mr Baner-
jee also sent a legal no-
tice to Union Minister Ba-
bul Supriyo, for allegedly
making "defamatory and
false statements" in con-
nection with links to an

illegal coal mafia.

The BJP and the Tri-
namool are locked in in-
creasingly vicious rheto-
ric ahead of elections. At
stake is control of Bengal,
where the BJP has never
managed to win power.

Home Minister Amit
Shah has set his party
a target of 200 of 294
seats and warned op-
ponents against under-
estimating the BJP, par-
ticularly after it won 18
seats in last year's Lok
Sabha election.

The Trinamool has
dismissed the BJP's aim
to form a government in
Bengal as "daydreaming”
and has said it is confi-
dent of retaining power
despite the large-scale
defections.

Tiger monitoring starts at
Kaziranga National Park

GUWAHATI, 07 JaAN
[SHILLONGTIMES]: Ka-
ziranga National Park

and Tiger Reserve of-
ficials have started the
phase four tiger monitor-
ing for 2021 to assess the
population and other im-
portant aspects of tigers
at the park.

Park Director P. Siv-
akumar along with Ra-
mesh Kumar Gogoi, di-
visional forest officer
inaugurated the phase
four tiger monitoring for
the year in the presence
of senior forest depart-
ment officials and other
members.

“This year, the entire
Kaziranga Tiger Reserve
has been divided into
four blocks. While the
first two blocks are in
eastern Assam wildlife
division, block three is in

Biswanath wildlife divi-
sion and block 4 is under
Nagaon wildlife division
comprising 1000 square
kilometres of a total of
1055 square kilometres
of tiger reserve area,” Siv-
akumar said.

Reportedly, as many
as 276 close monitoring
cameras would be in-
stalled across the area
to capture movements of
tigers in the park.

Each camera will
cover a grid of around 2
square kilometers.

“Apart from forest
personnel, volunteers
from local schools and
colleges will also be en-
gaged for the purpose,’
he said.

According to reports,
the tiger census of 2018
found around 120 tigers
in the park.

Delhi orders re-opening of medical
colleges as Covid cases decline

NEw DELHI, 07 JAN: As
the COVID-19 situation
improved in the national
capital, the Delhi govern-
ment on Thursday or-
dered re-opening of the
medical colleges under
the Government of Na-
tional Capital Territory
with immediate effect.
An order issued by
the Delhi Health and
Welfare Department said
the step has been taken
as there is a reduction in
the number of COVID-19
cases in the national cap-
ital. The medical colleges
will be reopened by ob-
serving social distancing
and Standard Operating
Procedures (SOPs).
"Consequent  upon
the reduction in the num-
ber of COVID-19 cases
reported in the NCT of
Delhi and after assessing
the current situation, the
reopening of the medical
colleges under GNCT of
Delhi are hereby ordered

with immediate effect by
observing distancing and
SOPs issued after lock-
down due to COVID-19
pandemic,” read the or-
der.

Initially, the first year
MBBS/BDS batch will
be called in a staggered
manner. "Teaching and
practicals will be com-
pleted within a period
of one and a half to two
months from the date
of re-opening of college.
Subsequently, final year
students will be allowed
to join college," it said.

Moreover, the final
year student will be eligi-
ble to appear in final year
annual exams on suc-
cessful training, on pass-
ing of which they will be
eligible to join as interns.
Thereafter, the process
will be initiated for per-
mitting second-year
MBBS/BDS students to
rejoin college, the order
said.

IRCON INTERNATIONAL LIMITED

(A Govt. of India Undertaking)
CIN-L45203DL1976G01008171,

e-Tender for and on behalf IRCON INTERNATIONAL LIMITED is invited from
bidders meeting qualifying requirements for the work of “Providing Drinking
Water facilities between T-8 to T-13 for diversion of polypipe lines due to
constructions of approach roads, Bridges and tunnels in Sivok — Rangpo
New BG Rail Line Project, Sivok, West Bengal.”

V.4

Website: www.ircon.org
e-Procurement Notice
e-Tender No: IRCON/2046/NFR-SRRP/Pipeline diversion T8-13/21/163/01, Date: 08.01.2021

Estimated cost of work :

3 85,73,422.83/-

Last Date & Time of e-Bid Submission : 28.01.2021upto 15:00 Hrs.

For further details, visit website https://etenders.gov.in/eprocure/app.
Corrigendum, if any, would be hosted only on the website.

General Manager/PH-Rangpo, IRCON, “Sukriti”, Satyajeet Roy Lane, Jyoti Nagar,
P.O. Sivok Road, Siliguri-734001, Contact Nos. +91 7604011714, 0353-2541011

Covishield, Covaxin vaccines to be
available soon: Health Minister

NEw DELH], 07 JaN [PTI]:
Union Health Minister
Dr Harsh Vardhan on
Thursday said that the
COVID-19 vaccines "Co-
vishield" and "Covaxin"
are on the verge of being
available in the country.

The Health Minis-
ter, while addressing a
press conference, said,
"COVID-19 vaccines "Co-
vishield" and "Covaxin"
are on the verge of being
available in the country.
Our efforts are to ensure
seamless last mile deliv-
ery of the vaccine."

The Minister further
stated that some priori-
ty groups have been de-
cided for vaccination as
advised by the experts'
group formed by Prime
Minister Narendra Modi.

The expert group was
formed for vaccine ad-
ministration, vaccine de-
livery, strategies related
to the vaccine, or taking
any decisions for vaccine
or for taking feedbacks
from various places.

"In the first phase,
the health care work-
ers either of the public
sector or private sector,
frontline workers like
central police, armed
forces, home guards civ-
il defence organisations,

municipal workers will
be administered the vac-
cine. In the second phase,
people over 50 years will
be prioritised for the vac-
cine," he said.

The Health Minister
said at the meeting with
Health Ministers of all
States and UTs that we
have to ensure that no
misinformation cam-
paign on the COVID-19
vaccine is successful.

Maharashtra, Kerala
and Chhattisgarh have
seen a sudden spike
in coronavirus cas-
es recently. This gives
us a warning that we
shouldn't forget precau-
tions and continue our
fight against COVID-19.

Giving the feedback
on dry run of COVID-19
vaccine, he said "Feed-
back on a dry run of
COVID-19 vaccine in 4
states was reviewed.
We have made improve-
ments based on the feed-
back. Tomorrow dry run

will be done in 33 States
and Union Territories".

Meanwhile, govern-
ment sources said that
the transportation of the
COVID-19 vaccine will
begin by today or tomor-
row.

Pune will be the cen-
tral hub from where the
distribution of vaccine
will take place. Passen-
gers aircraft will be al-
lowed to transport vac-
cine in the belly of the
carrier. There are total
41 destinations (air-
ports) across the country
finalised for delivery of
vaccines.

For northern India,
Delhi and Karnal will be
made mini-hubs. For the
eastern region, Kolkata
and Guwahati will be the
mini-hub for distribu-
tion. Guwahati will also
be a nodal point for the
Northeast. Chennai and
Hyderabad will be the
designated points for
southern India.

Shah’s visit historic,

SUMMIT REPORT
GANGTOK, 07 JAN:
Sikkim Cricket Asso-
ciation has said that
the BCCI team visiting
the state is a historic mo-
ment for the state since
it is the first time that a
BCCI Secretary has vis-
ited Sikkim. Board of
Control for Cricket in In-
dia [BCCI] Secretary, Jay
Shah’s visit to Sikkim was
an official trip to inspect
and asses the current in-
frastructural status and
operations of cricket in

the state of Sikkim.

In a press release,
SICA informs that the
BCCI team led by Sec-
retary, Jay Shah held
a meeting with SICA
following the meeting
with Chief Minister, PS
Tamang on Wednesday.
The meeting discussed
various agendas relat-
ing to cricket in Sikkim.
The SICA executives
made presentations on
planned infrastructural
projects in detail as well
as submitted various re-

says SICA

ports including the Audit
report.

“It would be perti-
nent to mention here
that BCCI, Secretary was
very pleased after having
perused the audit report
stating that it is good to
see that SICA has main-
tained its balance sheet
in proper order,” the re-
lease states.

The meeting was
then followed by cultur-
al show and gala dinner,
hosted by Sikkim Cricket
Association.

NOTICE

PUBLIC NOTICE is hereby given that Mr.Vivek Karma Subba and Smt. Dikkila D
Subba wife of Dhan Subba resident of Lower Sichey have agreed to mortgage
the property mentioned in the schedule hereto, to my Investor’s.

All persons claiming an interest in the said property or any part thereof by
way of sale, gift, lease, inheritance, exchange, mortgage, charge, lien, trust, pos-
session, easement, attachment or otherwise howsoever are hereby required
to make the same known to the undersigned at lender’s assignee’s office at
SF- 25, Second Floor , Cross River Mall, CBD Shahdra, Delhi-10095 or call on
9818667666, Within 7 days from the date hereof, failing which the said sale
will be completed, without any reference to such claim and the same, if any,
shall be considered as waived.

Description of the property

Noblestride Resort and Spa,
Khatian N0.38/374, Area 0.178 Hect, at Sochakgang, Gangtok

Dated the day of 7thJanuary,2021.

Partner

MNear Sisa Golai

Specialized Dental Clinic of Siliguri
(Sevoke Dental Clinic)
Branch Open in Gangtok.

GANGTOK DENTAL CLINIC
NOW OPEN

10AM to 7PM

82106 99271

Dr. Anjali Gupta

BDS, Dental Surgeon

+21 8210699271

Below Greendale Hotel

G-::mgick, East Sikkim

+91 8768213966

VOLUNTARY DISCLOSURE SCHEME

GOVERNMENT OF INDIA

’ffﬂ& MINISTRY OF ENVIRONMENT, FOREST AND CLIMATE CHANGE

FOR EXOTIC LIVE ANIMALS

LAST DATE FOR VOLUNTARY
DISCLOSURE EXTENDED TO

15 March, 2021
PLEASE AVAIL!

A scheme for Voluntary Disclosure and Registration of Stock, Import of Exotic Live Species in India, and related matters
[for Exotic Live Animals listed in CITES, excluding wild animals listed in the schedules of Wild Life (Protection) Act, 1972]

“DEALING WITH IMPORT OF EXOTIC LIVE SPECIES IN INDIA AND DECLARATION OF STOCK”

.

Register/Apply for:

© © 0 000 000000000000 0000000000000000000000000000 0

.

Voluntary Disclosure of possession of Exotic

Live Animals by 15 March, 2021.

Registration of change in stock of Exotic Live Animals

(Transfer/Death/Acquisition).
NOC for Import of Exotic Live Animals.

Birth of progenies.

.

® e 0000000000000 00000000000000000000000000000000 o°

The entire process has been made online.
Government of India “ADVISORY FOR DEALING WITH IMPORT OF EXOTIC LIVE SPECIES IN INDIA AND DECLARATION OF STOCK”, Forms for Disclosure

.

Immunity as per the directions of Hon'ble High
Court of Allahabad in PIL Civil no. 12032/2020
dated 30/07/2020 and corroborated by Hon'ble

Benefits

Supreme Court of India.

Enhanced veterinary care and well-being of

animals.

Control of zoonotic diseases.

Simple online procedures of application and

approvals.

.

© © 0 000 000000000000 0000000000000000000000000000 0

@ e 0600600006000 000000000o00 °

.

® e 0000000000000 00000000000000000000000000000000 o°

and User Friendly Manual can be accessed at <https://parivesh.nic.in>
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New Year! New Resolution

Create space for new collaborations,
more understanding

Accepted, still talking about the prospects of
a New Year a week in by when even the reso-
lutions have started failing and the New Year eve
binge during which the resolutions were drawn up,
is a bit too much. But then again, this is also an exer-
cise which will not present itself for another whole
year, so here goes another attempt.

There are rarely good years or bad years, the
annual cycle playing out in a mixed bag kind of rou-
tine. Occasionally, like once in a lifetime, an annus
horribilis like the one gone by ambushes us and
then 2021 arrives and we start crawling back in the
hope of making it to normal. Of course, in individual
experiences, years can be brilliant or disappointing,
lucky or depressing, but when it comes for a collec-
tive people, like say the residents of Sikkim, the best
one can hope for now is a “normal” year - one in
which the dejections, shocks and lost opportunities
are balanced out by a fair share of what was routine
a year back. A year in which we can just be, have the
basic right of individual choice and the freedom to
step out forgetting not only the wallet but also the
mask, will be welcome.

Year 2020, save Covid which dominated every-
thing and robbed us of too many things and memo-
ries, was otherwise a largely uneventful year in that
very little of lasting consequence happened in it
beyond whatever harm the virus delivered, which,
while it was damaging and lasting in itself, was made
worse by poor leadership and even poorer empa-
thy. The empathy reference here is to the babudom
which proved yet again that it lives in a world dis-
connected from how the lay people survive. Empa-
thy, however, was in glorious display when it came
to the lay people and there were many examples
of people with better means stepping out to reach
food, supplies and compassion to those forced by
yet another monumental lapse of sensitivity to walk
hundreds of kilometers to get home. It warmed the
heart in Sikkim to see a reporter who chanced upon
stranded and ignored migrant workers in Rangpo,
report the incident and them marshall a friend’s ve-
hicle, call in favour to arrange snacks and then re-
turn to stranded workers and reach them some
nourishment. In Delhi, there was a teenager
who did not have the resources to open a langar
for the masses on the roads, but he still wanted
to help, so he would wake up early in the morn-
ing, get in line at the community kitchens, col-
lect a meal and then walk out to find a worker
too weak to stand in line himself and give him
the food packet. He would then get back in line
and continue doing so till the kitchen closed.
And he did so every day till the kitchen was in
operation and till there were stranded people
who could use his service. Contrast this against
people who peered from behind curtains to call
in the cops on tenants stepping out of cramped
rooms during the lockdown for some fresh air,
or cops who humiliated people without con-
nections for breaking the lockdown even as the
force broke clear rules governing entry and exit
from the state for those who could get the right
officials to make phone calls on their behalf. In
this year of extremes, we had health workers toil-
ing to contain the pandemic without complaint and
leaders getting upset for not getting enough credit.
Campaigning and elections were okayed but Parlia-
ment denied... and the list goes on. Novel Coronavi-
rus was doing what evolution has engineered it to
do, but governments and leaders refused to deliver
on what they were trusted by the people to do, but
thankfully, the people held up their end to keep hu-
manity and hope afloat.

In a way this was perhaps well prescribed since
it allowed us a pause from the frenetic stirring that
a politics-dominated 2019 had served the State.
While alignments changed even as status quo pre-
vailed in a way, the animosities that 2014 had en-
trenched did not dwindle post-2019 and Covid al-
lowed the Sikkimese to get their priorities in order
even if its parties appeared still stereotyped

Sikkim is too small a place to hold on to its
grudges for too long; its people should bury at
least the irrational dislikes that have been allowed
to take root. Such positions will serve no one any
good. Once that has been done, a wider awareness
can be generated to inculcate healthy skepticism in-
stead. Sikkim needs to converse more; at present,
those who have found a voice, shout and shut out, it
will be nice to get some conversations going, some
deliberations, disagreements and a respect for di-
vergent approaches and attitudes. For this process
to begin, more civil voices will need to engage in the
public space which is currently monopolized by po-
litical noise which is not serious about accountabil-
ity and is obsessed instead with, well, politics.

Letaresolve to get more involved, more engaged
be the resolution for this New Year.

Happy New Year, Sikkim!
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‘Once you engage in political violence,
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It becomes easier to do it again’

NAOMI SCHALIT
theConversation.com

ORE KOREN is a scholar of civil conflict and polit-
ical violence. Before the November 2020 election,
he wrote a story for The Conversation about the
likelihood of election-related violence in the U.S.
So we went back to him on Wednesday, while what
some are calling an insurrection unfolded at the
U.S. Capitol, to ask him for some perspective on the
event. This transcript has been edited for length
and clarity.

Q: YOU'RE A SCHOLAR OF POLITICAL VIO-
LENCE. WHAT WERE YOU THINKING AS YOU
WATCHED WHAT’S HAPPENED AT THE U.S. CAP-
ITOL?

KOREN: First of all, I felt pretty stunned. [ think
that’s a natural response to this. This is a new sit-
uation; it shows the power of misinformation and
stuff that we're not really good at dealing with.

My research focuses on organized political vi-
olence, which often happens in places where the
state does not have much power to prevent vi-
olence, where the economy is underdeveloped,
where democratic institutions are weak, and
where there is a history of organized violence. And
usually when we see events at this magnitude, they
are accompanied by many casualties, which thank-
fully was not the case today.

What happened at the Capitol, from what I can
tell, was a messy riot where people lashed out at
the heart of American democracy, but it remains
unclear how organized an effort this was.

Still, it is kind of shocking. We have the biggest
economy in the world. Based on what we see in the
research, weak economic performance is a strong
predictor of organized political violence. The peo-
ple marching on the Capitol have much more to lose
than to gain from this, and to me that’s puzzling.

With an incumbent who has been advocating
for a strong law-and-order agenda, many people
did not expect this. In a country with a strong do-
mestic security apparatus, militias and vigilantes
hurt rather than help in promoting the rule of law.

What separates the U.S. and other advanced
and militarily capable democracies from other
countries where deadly election violence happens
is the ability to wage an effective state response

and very quickly implement the rule of law, crack-
ing down on both the perpetrators and any groups
they might be affiliated with.

One example of a very effective state response
was in Michigan, where the militias plotting to kid-
nap the state’s governor were quickly apprehend-
ed by federal authorities.

Q: HOW DOES THIS COMPARE WITH POLITI-
CAL VIOLENCE IN COUNTRIES YOU'VE STUDIED?

KOREN: Compared to other countries, I'm hop-
ing it won’t get to that threshold of being more ex-
treme. A lot of violence actually happens when a
party refuses to give away power or a party blames
the other for cheating. Well, that’s kind of what we
saw happening here, right, one party was blam-
ing the other for cheating. Only here, we had lots
of evidence to the contrary, and we had legal and
institutional ways of verifying any cheating or lack
thereof.

In the U.S., most of the election challenges hap-
pened through formal legal channels. The main
problem in places where we see violence happen is
because they don’t have these kinds of institutions
to deal with this, courts, all those things that our
legal system can handle. But in countries where
such institutions are weak, the state can’t handle
that, and can’t address election challenges through
a peaceful process. In this case, we see many po-
litical leaders, and not only angry citizens, saying
those political institutions are not valid.

Also, in other countries, those engaging in such
violence are often pro-government militias, but
these are not pro-government militias we’re seeing
here; as we saw today, they are actively opposing
the police.

Q: BUT WHAT YOU'VE GOT IN THE US. IS A
GROUP OF PEOPLE WHO ACTUALLY DON'T BE-
LIEVE THAT THOSE INSTITUTIONS HANDLED
THIS, THAT IT'S ALL CORRUPT, THAT IT’S ALL
FAKE AND NOT REAL AND CHEATING AND PLOTS
HAPPENED. AND WE'VE HAD A PRESIDENT SAY-
ING THAT.

KOREN: Well, you have the president saying he
was cheated, but going through the legal channels.
The president didn’t just go and say, “OK, let’s go
charge the Capitol,” although Wednesday morn-
ing’s speech could definitely be interpreted as in-
stigating something like this. Until now, his rhet-
oric could be considered more about mobilizing

support, and trying to create enough reasonable
doubt that could then be used to pressure the re-
sults through formal channels.

But we do have a very unpredictable incum-
bent pushing the legal envelope during the worst
pandemic in a century. What we're seeing today, I
think, has a lot more to do with his unpredictability
and things we can’t account for in models we use to
study political violence events. It's been more than
two months since the election and we didn’t see
any serious violence until now, but as the legal op-
tions closed, the situation became more problem-
atic. We don’t often see election-related violence
months after an election.

Q: WHAT DO YOU THINK THIS MEANS FOR
THE STABILITY OF THE U.S. GOVERNMENT OR U.S.
ELECTIONS?

KOREN: I'm not an election expert, but it's a bad
precedent. We don’t have a recent history of elec-
tion violence and, now we can say we do have it,
and that’s not a good thing.

What hugely contributed to all of this is misin-
formation. People mobilized based on a conspiracy
with no evidence. I think this is a major problem
that has to be addressed - I don’t know how. But it
is really crucial to address the underlying problem
- that people believe in what they feel is real, not
what is real.

Once you engage in political violence, it be-
comes easier to do it again. But if there’s an effec-
tive state response to these events, then it can help
strengthen those institutions.

So, I think a lot of people will be saying, look,
this is all going to have long-term negative impli-
cations. But there’s also a possibility that this can
actually help in the long run by showing the grave
consequences of manipulating democratic institu-
tions for political gain. Again, it depends on how
the state and politicians and security and every-
body responds to this. But having a history of po-
litical violence is a pretty strong predictor of future
violence.

[ think it’s really important for federal author-
ities to show their ability to tackle this. When it
comes down to it, the government must show that
it can protect American democracy, through force
if necessary.

[the writer is Senior Editor, Politics
+ Society, The Conversation US]

Pro-Trump Rioters Storm U.S. Capitol as His
Election Tantrum Leads to Violence

JACK L. ROZDILSKY
theconversation.com

In the lead-up to the American pres-
idential election, risk of post-elec-
tion violence was high. Those pre-
dictions came true when thousands
of pro-Trump rioters stormed the
U.S. Capitol in an unprecedented
act of anarchy as Congress was set to
confirm President-elect Joe Biden'’s
victory.

The violence in Washington
comes after one of the most tumul-
tuous years in U.S. history. In 2020,
the Insurance Information Institute
estimated sustained losses of over $1
billion — perhaps the costliest civil
disorder in the U.S.

Since Trump lost the Nov. 3 elec-
tion — all the while fomenting false
theories that the vote was rigged —
many have wondered how his presi-
dency would end. With an unpredict-
able president remaining in the White
House until Jan. 20, potential dangers
to democracy were predicted given
that Trump supporters believe his
false claims about the election.

But as the sun sets on Trump’s ad-
ministration, it’s clear the past four
years have made the United States a
more fragile state.

NOT UNPRECEDENTED

Predictions of violence in the
United States weren’t unfounded be-

cause election unrest is not unprece-
dented.

During the 1920 election, violence
in Florida intimidated and prevented
Black people from voting, and dozens
of African Americans were subse-
quently killed in the election-related
Ocoee Riot of 1920.

That riot almost exactly 100 years
ago was the worst instance of elec-
tion day violence in U.S. history.

One sobering warning about po-
tential violence came from the In-
ternational Crisis Group, a non-prof-
it, non-governmental organization
based in Brussels, Belgium.

In the lead-up to the election, for
the first time in its 25-year history, the
group turned its attention to analyzing
the risks of political violence in the U.S.
The organization typically provides
warnings concerning conflict-prone re-
gions where democracy is fragile.

RED FLAGS

Certain items consistently
emerged as red flags, indicating po-
tential electoral violence. These risk
factors include a polarized electorate,
highly segregated and mutually mis-
trusted sources of information and
the existence of armed citizens and
militias with easy access to weapons.

In addition, prior to the election,
unresolved racial tensions were still
present in the U.S. stemming from the
killing of George Floyd in May and the

subsequent widespread civil unrest.

In June, during a peak period of
racially driven civil unrest in the U.S.,
the president threatened to use the
Insurrection Act to put down protests
and used his rhetoric to inflame rath-
er than to quell violence.

Perhaps the most dangerous top
indicator of electoral violence was
Trump’s tendency to use the execu-
tive branch as a bully pulpit to fuel di-
visions and sow chaos. In fact, as late
as election eve, Trump tweeted that
a court decision he did not favour
would allow cheating and also lead to
violence in the streets.

Presidents have never spoken in
ways that link their election pros-
pects and violence immediately prior
to election day.

PEACEFUL TRANSFER OF POW-
ER

The historical norm of the
post-election peaceful transfer of
power in the U.S. dates back to 1801,
when John Adams ceded political
power to his opponent Thomas Jef-
ferson after a contested election.

In the period of transition, the
new test of American democracy
is whether a lame-duck president
like Trump can undo 200 years of
post-electoral norms to weaken
American democracy.

There are four characteristics of
fragile states: a loss of the monopoly

on the legitimate use of force, the ero-
sion of legitimate authority to make
collective decisions, an inability to
provide reasonable public services
and the inability to interact with oth-
er nation-states as a full member of
the international community.

Even falling a little towards the di-
rection of a fragile state prior to Jan.
20 can create a more permissive en-
vironment for inappropriate expres-
sions of grievances through violence.

CONDITIONS FOR VIOLENCE
STILL EXIST

Insights can be gained from stud-
ies of democratization in post-war
societies. For example, peace and
conflict researcher Kristine Hoglund
has studied the factors that encour-
aged violence at elections.

Hoglund found that conditions
that enabled the use of electoral vi-
olence include situations where vio-
lence is viewed as a legitimate political
tool, and agitators have access to arms.
Other factors that trigger electoral vio-
lence are false interpretations of close
elections, misuse of political rights and
militant mobilization.

Those conditions currently ex-
ist in America — and were on full
display during the attack on the U.S.
Capitol.

[the writer is Associate Professor of
Disaster and Emergency Management,
York University, Canada]
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KATHMANDU, 07 JAN [KATHMAND-
UPosT]:It has been almost two
weeks since Prime Minister KP
Sharma Oli dissolved the House of
Representatives, a move that has
prompted all political parties to hit
the streets.

From the Madhav Kumar Ne-
pal and Pushpa Kamal Dahal-led
faction of Nepal Communist Party,
which parted ways with Oli in the
wake of the House dissolution, to
the Nepali Congress, Janata Sama-
jbadi Party, Bibeksheel Sajha Party
to Rastriya Prajatantra Party, all of
them have raised strong objection
to Oli’s action, calling it “unconsti-
tutional and undemocratic”.

But while their opinion con-
cerning the dissolution of the low-
er house of Parliament remains
the same, they are yet to come to-
gether on the streets to challenge
Oli’s December 20 move.

The big political forces, name-
ly Nepali Congress, which was
the main opposition party before
the House dissolution, Janata Sa-
majbadi Party and the Nepal-Da-
hal-led Nepal Communist Party,
which severed ties with Oli days
after he dissolved the lower house,
have so far staged separate rallies
and protest programmes.

So what’s holding them from
forming a joint front against Oli’s
decision to disband the House of
Representatives and call for snap
polls on April 30 and May 107?

Some political analysts say
that these political parties must
have a clear roadmap of the pro-
test, where they want to reach and
what they want to achieve, in or-

der to form a united front. This has
not happened so far, although the
parties are trying to bring all po-
litical forces together to challenge
0Oli’s move through street protests.

In order to launch a joint pro-
test movement, the Dahal-Nepal
faction of the Nepal Communist
Party held two back-to-back in-
teractions with various political
parties and civil society groups on
Tuesday and Wednesday.

Baburam Bhattarai, former
prime minister and the leader
of Janata Samajbadi Party, said
during Wednesday’s interaction
that a joint protest movement has
not kicked off because the rela-
tions between the two factions of
the Nepal Communist Party is still
unclear.

“What if the two factions de-
cide to patch up? Our protest
movement will be meaningless
then. We want to be clear which
side the Nepal Communist Party

is on,” Bhattarai said, demanding
answers from the Dahal-Nepal
faction.

Meanwhile, the Nepali Con-
gress is also not comfortable join-
ing forces with the Dahal-Nepal
faction of Nepal Communist Party.

The party has decided to main-
tain an equal distance from both
the Dahal-Nepal and the Oli fac-
tions for now.

This apparent lack of unity is
not limited among the political
parties alone, though. Even civil
society groups are a scattered lot.

Prof Krishna Khanal, a political
commentator, believes the current
agenda concerns the political par-
ties and it is them who should de-
cide their destination.

“What do the political parties
want—restoration of the House
or the elections? What is their
destination? What do they want
to achieve? They have just been
protesting so far, it is not an agita-

tion. Agitation and protest are two
different things. Parties have not
gone into the agitation stage yet. |
think they will do so once the Su-
preme Court delivers the verdict
on Oli’s House dissolution move,”
said Khanal.

The Supreme Court has start-
ed hearing on the petitions filed
against Oli’s move of dissolving the
lower house.

Meanwhile, three major polit-
ical parties, Nepali Congress, the
Dahal-Nepal faction of Nepal Com-
munist Party and Janata Samajbadi
Party, have announced their sec-
ond round of protests, which they
plan to hold separately.

Raghuji Pant, a leader from the
Dahal-Nepal faction, believes that
the parties will eventually join
forces against Oli’s action.

“We have just completed the
first phase of our protest. It will
take some more time for the peo-
ple and the parties to come togeth-

er;” he told the Post. “There will be
a series of protests once the political
parties and the people arrive at the
same conclusion, that Oli's move
threatens to demolish the system
and undo all achievements.”"

Pant also sympathised with
former prime minister Bhattarai’s
concern regarding the unclear re-
lations between the two factions of
Nepal Communist Party.

“We are clarifying our position,
but it does not seem to be enough.
But I have sensed that there is a
growing positive environment
among the political parties, civ-
il society members and others to
hold a joint protest,” he said.

A senior Nepali Congress lead-
er told the Post that the party pres-
ident, Sher Bahadur Deuba, was
still unconvinced that the Nepal
Communist Party had really split.

“According to President Deu-
ba’s contention, the party is still
one because the Elections Com-

mission has not acknowledged the
split by registering two separate
parties,” the leader told the Post.

Nepali Congress Spokesperson
Bishow Prakash Sharma also con-
firmed the position maintained by
the party leadership.

“Yes, we do have common
views against Oli's move, but we
have decided to hold separate pro-
test programmes, because we still
see Oli, Dahal and Nepal as the
leaders of the same party,” he said.

“Where was Dahal and Nepal
and their faction leaders who were in
the Oli Cabinet when anti-democratic
laws were introduced? Why didn't
they oppose those anti-constitutional
and anti-democratic laws then?”

Uddhab Pyakurel, assistant
professor at Kathmandu Universi-
ty and a political columnist, says
doubts are warranted against the
Dahal-Nepal faction from the par-
ties because it had done little to
keep Oli in check when his gov-
ernment introduced a series of op-
pressive laws in the past.

“The Dahal-Nepal faction is the
first victim of Oli’'s move, so they are
now calling for a joint protest move-
ment. But what did it do to make
Oli responsible towards the people,
the system, the parliament and the
constitution when it was part of the
same party?” said Pyakurel.

“Dahal and Nepal cannot con-
vince or win over the parties and
the people overnight to forge
an alliance to stand up against
Oli's move.lt will take some
more time for the people and
the parties to realize the situa-
tion and come to the streets as a
single, united force.”

No fresh COVID-19 case in

Andamans, tally at 4,949

PORT BLAIR, JAN 7 (PTI):
Andaman and Nicobar
Islands did not record a
single fresh COVID-19
case in the last 24 hours,
a health department offi-
cial said on Thursday.

The coronavirus tally
in the union territory re-
mained at 4,949, while a
total of 62 people have so
far died due to the conta-
gion, he said.

Two persons were
cured of the disease since
Wednesday, taking the
total number of recover-
ies in the archipelago to
4,859, the official said.

The union territo-
ry now has 28 active
COVID-19 cases of which
27 cases are in South An-
daman district and one
case in North and Mid-
dle Andaman district. On

January 4 also the archi-
pelago had reported zero
COVID-19 cases and on
Tuesday only one coro-
navirus case.

The Andaman and
Nicobar administra-
tion has conducted
1,88,351 sample tests for
COVID-19 so far, and the
positivity rate stands at
2.63 per cent, he added.
The union territory re-
ported its first COVID-19
case in June 10 last year
and the first COVID-19
death on July 27, 2020.

Official sources said
anybody arriving by
flight or reaching by ship
from Kolkata or Chennai
are mandatorily required
to show a negative coro-
navirus report before the
authorities allow them to
enter the islands.

Novel reimagines the
Kurukshetra war

NEw DELHI, JAN 7 (PTI):
Investment banker
Keerthik Sasidharan nar-
rates the final days of the
Kurukshetra war in his
debut book "The Dharma
Forest".

Publishers Penguin
Random House India said
"The Dharma Forest" is
filled with complex char-
acters, conflicted loyal-
ties and erotic jealousies
from India's most be-
loved epic that draws out
an amoral canvas that is
beyond good and evil.

On the last day of his
illustrious life, Krish-
na asks the gods what
does it truly mean to be
human? To answer this
question, an all-too-hu-
man narrator tells Krish-
na about nine lives from
the days of the great
Mahabharata war, where
each life embodies a rasa
-- love, courage, wonder,
disgust, fear, ridicule,
sorrow, anger, and tran-
quillity -- colours from
man's emotional palette.

This first volume of
the "Dharma" trilogy
tells about Bhishma's
wondrous immortal life,

Draupadi's loves amid
erotic jealousies, and Ar-
juna's war-weary cour-
age. "Looking up into the
plum-dark midnight sky
that spanned from one
end of Kurukshetra to
another, like some thou-
sand-headed serpent
resting in the heavens,
Bhishma saw the por-
tent of his own death fly
above him in the form of
a bird whose wings were
on fire. They were com-
mon enough sights these
days, with fires raging ev-
erywhere on the battle-
fields, but it was rare to
see them so late into the
night " the book begins.
"Howls of pain that
rose and fell, like cica-
das at night, had gotten
worse with each passing
day of the war. A war that
was sold across the king-
doms of Aryavarta as the
war to end all wars. But
nine days into the fight-
ing, broken legs, torn
limbs, and intestines that
poured out from perfo-
rated abdomens belied
that original dream of
easy, sweet smelling vic-
tories," the author writes.

Nepal’s Covid-19 toll reaches
1,903 with four more deaths

KATHMANDU, 07 JAN
[KATHMANDUPOST]: Ne-
pal on Thursday reported
four more Covid-19-re-
lated fatalities, pushing
the death toll to 1,903.
The country also record-
ed 412 new cases.

The overall infec-
tion tally has reached
263,605 with 5,058 ac-
tive cases.

According to the Min-
istry of Health and Popu-
lation, 256,644 infected
people have recovered
from the disease so far;
of them 483 in the past
24 hours.

Kathmandu  Valley
recorded 251 new in-
fections in the past 24
hours. Of them, 198 cases
were confirmed in Kath-
mandu, 28 in Lalitpur
and 25 in Bhaktapur.

As of Thursday, the
number of confirmed
cases in the Valley has
reached 122,757. While
Kathmandu has report-

ed 476 Covid-19-related
fatalities so far, Lalitpur
and Bhaktapur have
recorded 149 and 110
deaths respectively.

According to the
ministry, 951 individu-
als from Bagmati Prov-
ince, 243 from Lumbi-
ni Province, 218 from
Province 1, 216 from
Province 2, 188 from
Gandaki Province, 62
from Sudurpaschim
Province, and 25 from
Karnali Province have
died of Covid-19 so far.

As of Thursday,
1,969,292 PCR tests have
been carried out across
the country.

A total of 5,132 PCR
tests were performed
in the past 24 hours, ac-
cording to the data re-
leased by the ministry.

In the past 24 hours,
19 new infections were
reported in Province 1,
nine in Province 2, and
289 in Bagmati Province.

Similarly, Gandaki,
Lumbini and Karnali
provinces reported 38,
50 and seven cases re-
spectively.

While Kathmandu
has more than 500 active
cases, Solukhumbu, Dol-
pa and Mugu districts do
not have any active cases,
according to the ministry.

While 184 individ-
uals infected with the
virus are being treated
in intensive care units
across the country, 32
others—19 in Bagmati
Province, seven in Gan-
daki, five in Lumbini, and
one in Karnali—are on
ventilator support.

Nepal on Wednesday
reported six Covid-19-re-
lated deaths and 409
new infections. Similarly,
eight deaths and 1,893
new cases were recorded
in the country on Tues-
day and seven deaths
and 403 new cases on
Monday.

No hird flu case found in Odisha so far: Chief Secy

BHUBANESWAR, JAN 6
(PTI): The Odisha gov-
ernment on Wednesday
decided to form Rapid
Response Teams (RRTs)
at the state and district
levels to avoid the out-
break of avian influenza,
though not a single case
of bird flu is detected in
the state.

Chief Secretary S C
Mohapatra reviewed the
possibility of outbreak
of the disease which has
sparked scare in vari-
ous states. Of the 11,000
samples tested so far in
the state, not a single
positive case has been
found so far, he said.

The samples were
collected from different

bird congregation loca-
tions like Chilika Lake
which this year recorded
the arrival of over 11.42
lakh birds, Bhitarkanika
National Park (97,866
birds) and Hirakud Dam
area (1.60 lakh birds).
While claiming that
the state is well prepared
to face any challenge, the
chief secretary asked
officials to intensify sur-
veillance activities in
order to counter and
control any possible out-
break of bird flu.
Fisheries and Animal
Resources Development
secretary Raghu Prasad
said that generally mi-
gratory birds are carriers
of the avian influenza.

Therefore, the state has
to be very cautious and
focus on the places at-
tracting migratory birds.

Apart from bird con-
gregation localities, sam-
ples were collected from
the poultry firm of Odisha
University of Agriculture
& Technology and sent to
the Animal Disease Re-
search Institute at Phul-
nakhara for tests as a pre-
cautionary measure.

The state government
also launched a training
programme for poul-
try farmers of Khurda,
Bhubaneswar and other
areas to educate them
about precautions need-
ed against possible bird
flu outbreak, he added.

M’laya MPs nudged on ILP

SHILLONG, 07 JAN [SHIL-
LONGTIMES]: The Confed-
eration of Meghalaya So-
cial Organisation (CoM-
SO) has appealed to all
the three MPs of the state
to take up the issue of
Inner Line Permit (ILP)
in the Parliament for dis-
cussion.

“We appeal to all the
three MPs to please raise
the issue and see how
the Prime Minister and
the Union Home Minister
responds to it,” said CoM-
SO chairman Robertjune
Kharjahrin on Thursday.

Stating that the ses-
sion of the Parliament is
very important for the
state, he said, “If any of
the three MPs can raise
ILP and other issues in
the Parliament it would
be a big moment for the
people of Meghalaya.”

“It will be good if they
can ask the Home Min-
istry about the status of
the ILP because they will
have to answer on the
floor of the House,” he
added.

He said that if the
MPs take up ILP in the
Parliament and MLAs ag-

itate in Delhi, it will send
a message on the move-
ment to protect indige-
nous rights.

The CoMSO said the
ruling Meghalaya Dem-
ocratic Alliance (MDA)
and opposition Congress
should leave aside their
political rivalry for the
2023 state polls and unite
on important issues such
as the demand for imple-
mentation of ILP.

“The Assembly elec-
tions are due in two
years time and it is obvi-
ous that there will be po-
litical rivalries between
the ruling dispensation
and the Opposition. We
will choose the best. But
on important issues,
such as ILP, inclusion of
language and border dis-
putes, they must unite,”
Kharjahrin insisted.

He said it will go in
the cause of ILP move-
ment if the political par-
ties as well as the Inde-
pendent MLAs unite.

Reiterating that all 60
MLAs, who passed the
ILP resolution, should
pursue the matter with
the Centre and stage a

protest in New Delhi,
Kharjahrin said, “Mawlai
MLA, PT Sawkmie, has en-
dorsed that view and we
are of the opinion that it is
the duty of all legislators
to go to the national capi-
tal and agitate. They must
make it clear that Megha-
laya wants ILP and the
Centre should take up the
matter at the earliest.”

He suggested that the
Budget Session of Par-
liament will be a perfect
time to stage the protest.

“If they can do it, the
movement will get fur-
ther momentum. We
are ready to accompany
them if they so want. We
want this to be a mass
movement,” the CoMSO
chairman added.

According to reports,
the Cabinet Committee
on Parliamentary Affairs
has recommended that
the Budget session of
Parliament be held from
January 29.

The first part of the
Budget session is from
January 29 to February
15 while the second part
is scheduled from March
8 to April 8.

as’
Folhnse samar
LA en Lou
ARG

SALIGLURE

Phane
035%2-208498
H.5EI5544508
+F1-FRIIR0TS

SummitTIMES

Sikkim SCAN | Capitat TIMES | Neighbourheod WATCH | Sports & Specials | ElseWhere | EICETERA
s Fayed
Cetn Dular 1

For circulation details Contact: +¥i- FIAPRRTENL - R4 TRIRGN2
£ For Advertisemist backing al «91-993347750% or ol office ne (3552 KOLKATAOFFICE:
20ELTH Ml s at sdvert neisummitimes. com

i nrvkir dn halams
J1 .4 eadly o Aelax...

the Mewa.

Tobook ad-space, contact SummitTIMES at

llnor. Opp. Ganga Hetel Hill Can Read. Siliguri = 03 Ph »91-RE02X10444)
OSSR S0 3500 or mail si mani_sligeriByahoscain

Irshad A3 imbeeyaz

THO0TL Ph BX-THI24340) fax 0H-23R433S mob. +1-PEINGLTTILS +¥1-
Br M R, M5 Space A%s BUR Ambediar Buldng Room o7, bz S310E5FT E-=ad contect synapseBgmail com)mhad_ st 3Qeediimail com

www.summittimes.com

pess, £, Madan Siresl, Meone = I, 3nd loer. Malkais =

VIDED NEWS SECTION

'].-un-ma-—'n-m.-.-- )

Address:

Santa Bhawan Complax, Charch Road
Haar Dietel Power Mouse (DPH)
Dangiok. Easl Sikkim, 73718




SummitTIMES | 08 January 2021

Sport&

Manchester City purring
again after stumbling
upon winning formula

JONATHAN WILSON
LONDON, 07 Jan
[THEGUARDIAN]: Foot-

ball feels at times almost
wilfully contrarian, as
though it delights in con-
founding those who try
to plot a rational course
through it. You can plan
and plan and plan. You
can have a manager who
is famous for his atten-
tion to detail. You can
study all the data, watch
all the videos, think and
plot and cogitate, formu-
late your grand strategy,
then it turns out the an-
swer all along was John
Stones.

Manchester City
needed a right-sided cen-
tral defender, everybody
said. They had Aymeric
Laporte, who was prob-
ably alongside Virgil van
Dijk the best central de-
fender in the league, but
he prefers the left side, so
City’s job in the summer
was to find somebody to
play alongside him. In
that area, it was widely
agreed, their recruitment
had gone a little awry.

They signed Nathan
Aké from Bournemouth
for £41m, the first senior
central defender City had
signed since Laporte in
January 2018. But one
who plays on the left. A
squad player, then: cov-
er, back-up for Laporte.
Aké played in the first
two games of the season,
in the second of which
City let in five against
Leicester. He has started
only three league games
since, and given the last
two of those were against
West Brom and Newcas-
tle United, two of the five
lowest-scoring sides in
the division, it's fair to
say his role is to be used
against less threatening
opponents to rest the
frontline.

But then City
pounced. Ruben Dias,
for £61.5m plus Nicolas
Otamendi. A right-sided
central defender, the first
senior player City had
bought in that position
since Stones in August
2016. This, then, was the
future: Dias and Laporte,
the rock on which Pep
Guardiola’s new cathe-
dral would be built.

And Dias has excelled
this season. Few central
defenders have adapted
quite so unobtrusively
into the Premier League,
with all its long diags and
elbows and second balls.
His unruffled authori-
ty, the galvanising effect
he has had, has drawn
comparison to Van Dijk,
which may be premature
but is not unreasonable.
The difference between
City now and the po-
rousness of the Leicester
game is profound.

But he hasn’t done it
on the right of central de-
fensive pairing; he’s done
it on the left and along-
side him is Stones. The
solution, it turns out, was
there all along.

Stones is one of those
unfortunate players who
has become a cipher for
a wider debate. It's nev-
er just about him or his
form: conversations al-
ways end up in debates
about the nature of de-
fending and how central
defenders should be-
have. As soon as Everton
signed him from Barns-
ley, he became the icon
of a new age: an angu-
lar, slightly gawky fig-
ure more notable for his
reading of the game and
his passing than for the

more traditional defen-
sive arts of heading, tack-
ling and marking.

It's a concept with
which English football
has never been entire-
ly comfortable. Stones
made errors, as all young
defenders will, as all de-
fenders will, particular
those asked to play in the
proactive way he is, and
each one felt like a blow
on the whole concept of
defending he represents.
The nadir perhaps came
in England’s defeat
against the Netherlands
in the Nations League
semi-final in 2019. How-
ever many mistakes
could be tolerated for the
benefits brought by his
willingness to pass out
from the back, this was
too many.

Form and confidence
disintegrated. Last sea-
son he started only 12
league games. He played
only one of the first nine
this season. At 26, he felt
like yesterday’s man. But
then he came into the
team against Burnley
at the end of November.
Since then, when he has
been on the pitch, the
only goal City have con-
ceded is Callum Hud-
son-Odoi’s largely incon-
sequential late strike for
Chelsea on Sunday.

Against Manchester
United on Wednesday,
the Stones-Dias part-
nership was exceptional
again, and Stones’s goal
a welcome bonus. Unit-
ed didn’t play badly in a
high-quality game, but
the threat they offered
was restricted largely to
a couple of long-range
efforts, a handful of set
plays and some extreme-
ly optimistic appeals for
penalties. Fernandinho
was superb, not only in
his goal, but in the way
he protected the space in
front of Stones and Dias,
stifling Bruno Fernandes.

City this season have
been scratchy. They’ve
lacked their usual flow.
When they drew at
home with West Brom,
it seemed reasonable
to wonder whether this
might be the worst side
of which Guardiola had
ever been in charge. But
against Chelsea and then
again on Wednesday,
there was a zip to their
football. In 12 games
since the defeat at Tot-
tenham, they’ve conced-
ed only three times.

The question was
how well the new part-
nership would stand up
against a strong counterat-
tacking side. Here, perhaps,
was the beginning of an an-
swer. United beat City three
times last season, each time
by sitting deep and playing
on the break. In the league
meeting last month, Guar-
diola was so concerned by
United’s counter he had his
side sit off and essentially
accept a 0-0. There was no
such caution on Wednes-
day. City in spells looked
back to their fluent best,
and that is part down to
the sense of security the
defence gives them. In
Stones’s resurgence, per-
haps, there is a reminder
that players are not mere
bundles of attributes and
statistics. They have lives
beyond the pitch. Form
and confidence can fluc-
tuate. A few bad games, a
few bad months, shouldn’t
mean a player is written
off for ever. They are hu-
man and therefore un-
predictable. Planning can
only ever go so far.

‘ThiS IS who we are’: NBA reacts In
dismay at moh's invasion of US cﬂllill

e

MILWAUKEE, 07 JaN
[THEGUARDIAN]: The NBA,
and the wider US sports world,
showed dismay on Wednesday
hours after a violent mob loyal
to Donald Trump was able to
storm the US Capitol.

Golden State Warriors
coach Steve Kerr, a long-time
critic of Trump, said the in-
vasion of the Capitol was “a
pretty clear reminder that the
truth matters”.

He added: “A legitimate
election is suddenly ques-
tioned by millions of people,
including many of the people
who are leading our country
in government, because we've
decided to - over the last few
years - allow lies to be told. So,
this is who we are. You reap
what you sow.”

The mob in Washington
DC had delayed Congress from
certifying the results of No-
vember’s election and paving
the way for US president-elect
Joe Biden to be sworn in later
this month.

“It's an embarrassing and
shameful day in our country,’
New Orleans Pelicans coach
Stan Van Gundy said.

Boston Celtics coach Brad
Stevens was also critical of
the Trump administration.
“They’ve operated in a win-at-
all-costs attitude,” he said. “I
don’t know, our sports world is
a lot less important, obviously.
But I've always thought if you
operated with a win-at-all-
costs attitude, it's going to be a
pretty unfulfilling ending. And
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in this situation, a disgraceful
ending. So, I'm looking for-
ward to two weeks from now,
as I know a lot of other people
are, too.”

Philadelphia 76ers coach
Doc Rivers, who is black, spoke
of the stark difference between
rallies across America last
summer that often included
violent skirmishes between
protesters and police and what
he watched at the Capitol on
Wednesday.

“The symbolism of storm-
ing the Capitol without force
done to them, if you're a black
American, it definitely touches
you in a different way,” Rivers
said. “This is not a black thing.
This is an American thing”

Other sports stars agreed
with Rivers. “Never thought
Americans would let terror-
ists into [the Capitol] without
a fight...sad day,” wrote San
Francisco 49ers cornerback
Richard Sherman.

Former Miami Heat star
Dwyane Wade posted a photo
of the mob in the Capitol walk-
ing around mostly undisturbed
along with the caption: “Black
people get pulled over and
don’t make it out alive. We can’t
sleep in our own beds without
being killed. We can’t jog with-
out being killed. We can’t walk
down the street with our hood-
ies up without being killed but
they can do this???”

Meanwhile, Olympic cham-

pion gymnast Simone Biles,
perhaps the finest athlete in
America, summed up her feel-
ings in a few lines. “embarrassed
but not surprised. disgusted but
not surprised. sad but not sur-
prised. angry but not surprised.
speechless but not surprised,”’
she wrote on Twitter.

There was also discontent
in response to a decision by a
Wisconsin prosecutor on Tues-
day not to charge a police offi-
cer who shot a black man last
year.

In Milwaukee, the Bucks
and Detroit Pistons both took
turnovers on their first posses-
sions - intentionally, with all 10
players on the court kneeling.
In Miami, the Heat and Celtics

released a joint statement say-
ing they were playing “with a
heavy heart” in a game where
most players and coaches knelt
for the national anthem. And in
Phoenix, the Suns and Toronto
Raptors stood in a circle and
linked arms for the American
and Canadian anthems.

Wednesday’s events came
one day after the decision to
not to bring charges against the
officer who shot Jacob Blake
in Kenosha, Wisconsin last
year was announced. Blake’s
shooting was one of the many
issues players focused on last
season in the NBA restart bub-
ble, where the issues of racial
injustice and police brutality
were a constant focus.

Comeback kings Bayern count on
Lewandowski goals in Gladbach

Barty returns to action
after 11 months for
Australian Open warmup

BERLIN, 07 JaN (REu-
TERS): Bundesliga top
scorer Robert Lewand-
owski has struck twice in
each of Bayern Munich’s
last three league matches
but the champions will
need even more from him
if they are to beat hosts
Borussia Moenchenglad-
bach on Friday and stay
in top spot.

Voted Best FIFA
Men'’s Player for 2020 in
December, the Pole has
been on a roll this sea-
son, finding the net 19
times in 14 league games
as he chases Gerd Muel-
ler’s legendary 40-goal
haul from 1971/72.

Another double
strike from Lewandows-
ki would see him equal
the league record of scor-
ing twice in four consec-
utive games.

Last season’s treble
winners have now been
forced to come back from
at least one goal down in
each of their last eight
league games, a club re-
cord.

But they also man-
aged at least a point in
each of these matches,
largely thanks to Le-
wandowski.

“With Lewandowski,
Bayern have a world-
class striker who does
not need many chances
to score goals,” said Glad-
bach coach Marco Rose.

“He will look for spac-
es and to defend against
such a player you have
to have a top day. But we
have good central de-
fenders and they need to
rise to the occasion.”

Gladbach, who, like
Bayern, have quali-

fied for the Champions
League knockout stage,
have the best record of
any Bundesliga team
against the Bavarians
since 2014, having beat-
en them five times and
drawn twice in 12 league
games.

“We have gathered
experiences of playing
games against top teams
in the Champions League.
We need to take these ex-
periences into this game
because you have to have
the right attitude against
Bayern,” Rose said.

“We need to have the
conviction that we can
get something from this
game. On a very good day
we are able to hurt Bay-
ern and beat them.”

It will, however, be
tough with Bayern’s
Joshua Kimmich scor-

ing on his return from a
long-term injury absence
last week and looking
as sharp as ever as they
fired five second-half
goals past Mainz 05 after
falling 2-0 behind.

Bayern winger King-
sley Coman is also set to
return after missing the
Mainz game through in-
jury.

The champions are
top of the standings with
33 points, while Glad-
bach are in seventh place
with 21 after managing
just one win in their last
four games.

“We have to keep the
game open for as long as
we can and carve out our
chances,” said Rose. “We
want to get something
out of it because in our
situation it is very im-
portant.”

Female umpire Polosak makes

pires is indisposed.

s
L %

SYDNEY, 07 JAN (REUTERS): Austra-
lian Claire Polosak became the first
woman to officiate at a men’s test
on Thursday when she took up her
role as fourth umpire for the match
between Australia and India.
Polosak was the first woman
to officiate onfield in a men’s one-
day international when Namibia
hosted Oman at Windhoek in April
2019 but her duties at Sydney
Cricket Ground will be more lim-
ited unless one of her fellow um-

India series.

Travel restrictions caused by
the COVID-19 pandemic have re-
sulted in an exclusively Australian
umpiring team for the four-match

Polosak, 32, was also the first
woman umpire to stand in an
Australian men’s domestic fixture
after officiating a one-day match
between New South Wales and a
Cricket Australia XI in 2017.

The fourth umpire at a test
match has duties related to pitch
preparation, equipment changes

Sydney test breakthrough

pires.

and support for the on-field um-

There was another first on the
opening morning of the third test

when the new edition of the Aus-

tralian national anthem was sung
before the start of play.

The government last week
changed the words of the second
line of Advance Australia Fair from
“for we are young and free” to “for
we are one and free” in recogni-
tion of the indigenous population’s
more than 50,000 years of history.

MELBOURNE, 07 JAN
(REUTERS): World num-
ber one Ash Barty will
return to competitive
tennis after a lengthy hi-
atus due to the COVID-19
pandemic when she
headlines two WTA tour-
naments in Melbourne
ahead of the Australian
Open, organisers said on
Thursday.

The 24-year-old
Queenslander has not
played a match since
February, opting not to
defend her French Open
title and also skipping
the U.S. Open in New
York as the novel corona-
virus wreaked havoc on
global sport.

The pandemic is still
affecting the tennis cal-
endar, with the year’s
first Grand Slam at Mel-
bourne Park to start on
Feb. 8, three weeks later
than planned.

Barty, who held on to
the top women’s singles
ranking during last year’s
disrupted season, will
play for the first time in
11 months at one of two
WTA 500 events from
Jan. 31-Feb. 6 as part of
the Melbourne Summer
Series. The Gippsland
Trophy and Yarra Val-
ley Classic, named after
regions in the state of
Victoria, will include
49 of the top 50 women
players.

The top 32 players
will be split across the

two events, with each
featuring 64-singles and
32-doubles draws.

American Serena Wil-
liams, 39, will also return
to competitive action
after exiting the French
Open with an injury and
would hope to get some
matches under her belt
before embarking on her
bid for a record-equal-
ling 24th major title.

Players will start ar-
riving Down Under from
Jan. 15 and undergo a
mandatory 14-day quar-
antine before playing the
warm-up events, which
will be held at Melbourne
Park.

Top men’s players
like Australian Open
champion Novak Djokov-
ic and world number two
Rafa Nadal will represent
their countries in the 12-
team ATP Cup from Feb.
1-5 with those unable
to make the cut divided
into two ATP 250 tourna-
ments.

The Great Ocean
Road Open and Murray
River Open will feature
players including Grand
Slam winner Stan Waw-
rinka and local hope Nick
Kyrgios.

“While we know
the circumstances are
unique this year, it is a
huge coup to secure such
strong playing fields,”
Cameron Pearson, head
of TA major events, said
in a statement.
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Hong Kongers call US violence
a setback for democracy

HONG KONG (AP): Hong
Kong residents from
across the political spec-
trum condemned mob vi-
olence at the U.S. Capitol,
18 months after protest-
ers stormed their own
legislature to demand
greater democracy, not
the overthrow of election
results.

Pro-democracy ac-
tivists said America’s
reputation and democ-
racy were damaged by
Wednesday’s  violence,
in which supporters of
President Donald Trump
smashed their way into
the U.S. Capitol in an at-
tempt to overturn Amer-
ica’s presidential elec-
tion and keep Democrat
Joe Biden from replacing
Trump.

Those in Hong Kong’s
pro-Beijing  establish-

in Beijing’s Tiananmen

ti-government

protests

are canceled,” said Leslie

insurrection.

ment also denounced the
violence, calling it a pos-
sible insurrection.

The storming of the
U.S. Capitol came one
day after Hong Kong
authorities arrested 53
pro-democracy  activ-
ists, accusing them of
subversion over allega-
tions they sought to elect
lawmakers who would
hamstring the Legislative
Council’s work and force
the resignation of Chief
Executive Carrie Lam.

The violence in
Washington weakened
arguments for American
democratic values, said
Lee Cheuk-yan, a pro-de-
mocracy activist and one
of the organizers of an
annual vigil commemo-
rating the bloody crack-
down on student-led
pro-democracy protests

Square in 1989.

“It's very sad for us in
Hong Kong to see mobs
attacking Capitol Hill and
trying to overthrow the
election results. We in
Hong Kong are fighting
for a democracy in which
everyone has a right
to vote,” Lee said. “But
when we look at the U.S,,
it's now a subversion of
the will of the people by
violence.”

Lee said the U.S. has
now become a “laughing-
stock.”

“The most damaging
partis that the democrat-
ic world has been weak-
ened, and when that
happens it strengthens
the hand of authoritarian
rulers from all over the
world,” he said.

Hong Kong expe-
rienced months of an-

in 2019 against proposed
legislation that would
have allowed suspects
in the semi-autonomous
city to be sent to main-
land China for trial. The
bill was withdrawn but
the protesters’ demands
morphed into calls for
greater democracy and
other reforms that were
rejected by the govern-
ment amid increasing
violence between dem-
onstrators and police.

The July 1-2, 2019,
attack on the Legislative
Council, in which pro-
testers occupied and de-
faced the chamber and
offices, was seen as a
turning point that hard-
ened opinions on both
sides.

“At least in the U.S,
their elections are fair.
In Hong Kong, elections

Chan, a district councilor
in Hong Kong, referring
to a year-long postpone-
ment of the city’s legis-
lative elections by Lam,
who cited public health
risks from the coronavi-
rus.

Hong Kong’s pro-de-
mocracy camp accused
the government of post-
poning the vote to pre-
vent the opposition from
gaining seats.

Beijing’s backers in
the territory criticized
the U.S. violence as a sign
of a breakdown in law
and order and respect for
the government.

Pro-Beijing lawmak-
er Regina Ip called the
use of violence in an
attempt to overturn an
electoral outcome “very
serious” and said such
acts could be seen as an

Ip, a former Hong
Kong secretary for secu-
rity, said some U.S. poli-
ticians had dismissed the
storming of Hong Kong'’s
legislature as something
“not to be taken serious-
ly”

“Our police were
accused of brutality,
but their police have
used much more force.
They've already killed
one person,” she said.
One protester was shot
inside the Capitol during
Wednesday’s  violence,
while three other people
died from medical emer-
gencies.

“So I think this is a
clear example of how we
all live in glass houses,
don’t throw stones. They
lived in a glass house
and they kept throwing
stones at ours,” she said.

Lebanon begins new lockdown
amid surge in coronavirus cases

BEIRUT (AP): Lebanon began a 25-day
nationwide lockdown Thursday to limit
the spread of the coronavirus as infec-
tions hit a new record in the tiny Med-
iterranean nation and patients over-
whelm the health care sector.

In Israel, the government prepared
for a two-week shutdown as the coun-
try’s infection rate soars.

The lockdown in Lebanon is the
third since the first case was reported
in late February. It closes most busi-
nesses and limits traffic by imposing
an odd and even license plate rule on
alternating days. It also reduces the
number of flights at the country’s only
international airport.

As of Thursday, a daily 6 p.m. to 5
a.m. curfew takes effect that will last
until Feb. 1.

On Wednesday, Lebanon broke its
single-day record of new coronavirus
infections on the eve of the lockdown
with 4,166 cases reported in 24 hours.

It came after a holiday season in
which tens of thousands of visitors fly-
ing into the country to celebrate Christ-
mas and New Year’s. Lebanon also
reported 21 new coronavirus deaths
Wednesday, bringing the number of to-
tal coronavirus cases in the small Med-
iterranean country to nearly 200,000,
with more than 1,500 deaths.

“The best way to limit the spread is
to stay at home,” outgoing Health Min-
ister Hamad Hassan told the local LBC
TV station.

In Beirut’s commercial Hamra dis-
trict, many shops were closed Thurs-
day morning as police patrols drove
by to make sure the lockdown was
implemented. Police checkpoints fined
motorists who violated the lockdown
orders.

First responders in the country hit
by a severe economic crisis say they
have been transporting nearly 100 pa-
tients a day to hospitals that are now
reporting near-full occupancy in beds
and intensive care units.

Lebanon saw new infections begin
to increase during the summer, fol-
lowing a massive explosion in Beirut’s
port in August that shook the city and
its heath sector, killing over 200 people
and injuring 6,000. August’s numbers

increased by over 300% from July as a
result and have been climbing since.

The new lockdown comes as Leb-
anon was already struggling with an
unprecedented economic and financial
crisis that has caused it to default on
debt and sent its local currency plung-
ing, losing 80% of its value to the dollar.

The shortage of hard currency in
Lebanon has severely curbed imports
to the import-dependent country, in-
cluding medicine and medical supplies.
Many medicines are missing at phar-
macies as the crisis worsens.

Israel’s government Thursday final-
ized a series of strict lockdown mea-
sures as the country’s infection rate has
soared in recent weeks.

For two weeks starting Thursday
night, Israeli schools and all non-essen-
tial businesses will shut down, gather-
ings will be restricted to five persons
indoors and 10 outdoors, and move-
ment and travel abroad restricted.

Israel has recorded over 466,000
cases of the coronavirus and at least
3,527 deaths, according to the health
ministry. The number of serious
COVID-19 cases has steadily risen in
the past month, even as Israel started
rolling out vaccines to high risk popu-
lations, including health care workers
and the elderly.

Israeli Health Minister Yuli Edel-
stein wrote on Twitter on Thursday
that the country had already vaccinated
nearly 1.6 million citizens, over 17% of
the population.

In Egypt, Coptic Orthodox Chris-
tians were barred from attending Mass
on Christmas Eve as the country fights
a surge in coronavirus cases.

The church canceled celebrations
around the country and allowed only
a limited number of clerics at Midnight
Mass on the eve of Orthodox Christmas.
Copts celebrate Christmas according to
the Julian calendar, meaning it falls on
Jan. 7.

Egypt has reported nearly 145,000
confirmed coronavirus cases, including
nearly 8,000 deaths. However, the actu-
al number of COVID-19 cases in Egypt is
thought to be far higher, mostly due to
limited testing and uncounted patients
treated at home or in private hospitals.

Wong questioned, US lawyer
released inHong Kong crackdown

HONG KONG (AP): Jailed Hong
Kong pro-democracy activist
Joshua Wong was arrested on a
new charge under the national
security law on Thursday while
an American rights lawyer who
was detained in a sweeping
crackdown was granted bail.

Friends and family of Wong,
who is serving a 13 1/2-month
prison sentence for organizing
and participating in an unau-
thorized protest in 2019, were
informed that he was arrested
on suspicion of violating the na-
tional security law and was tak-
en away to give a statement on
the new charge, according to a
post on his Facebook page.

The post also stated that
Wong's lawyer was unable to
meet with him, and that Wong
had been transferred back to
prison after giving the state-
ment, which was not disclosed.

Separately, John Clancey, an
American human rights lawyer
who works at law firm Ho Tse
Wai & Partners, was granted bail,
his associate said. He was one of
53 activists arrested Wednesday
under the national security law.
He did not immediately return a
call seeking comment.

The activists are accused of
taking part in an unofficial pri-
mary election last year that au-
thorities say was part of a plan
to paralyze the government and
subvert state power.

The mass arrests were the
largest move against Hong
Kong’s democracy movement
since Beijing imposed the law
last June to quell dissent in the
semi-autonomous territory fol-
lowing months of anti-govern-
ment protests in 2019.

The primaries were held by
the pro-democracy camp to de-
termine the best candidates to
field as they sought to gain a ma-

jority in Hong Kong’s legislature.

While most of those arrested
were candidates in the prima-
ries, Clancey was a treasurer for
political organization Power for
Democracy, which was involved
in the event. The arrests drew
condemnation from the U.N,, the
U.S. and Europe.

U.S. Secretary of State Mike
Pompeo said he was “appalled
by the news of the arrest of an
American citizen as part of this
campaign of political repres-
sion.” He said the United States
would not tolerate the arbitrary
detention or harassment of its
citizens and would explore fur-
ther sanctions and restrictions
on Chinese and Hong Kong offi-
cials and entities.

The legislative election that
would have followed the unof-
ficial primaries was postponed
by a year by Hong Kong Chief
Executive Carrie Lam, who cited
public health risks during the
coronavirus pandemic.

The remaining activists will
be granted bail without charge,
although most had their pass-
ports confiscated as evidence,
according to the Hong Kong-
based South China Morning
Post, which cited unnamed

sources. The security law crim-
inalizes acts of subversion, se-
cession, terrorism and collusion
with foreign powers to inter-
vene in the city’s affairs. Serious
offenders could face up a maxi-
mum punishment of life impris-
onment.

Authorities pointed to a plan
called “10 steps to mutual de-
struction” allegedly indicating
that the primaries were part of
a broader push to cause damage
to both Hong Kong and main-
land China.

That plan was published as
an opinion piece in Apple Daily
newspaper by former law pro-
fessor and pro-democracy ac-
tivist Benny Tai, who was also
arrested on Wednesday. He said
that between 2020 and 2022,
there would be 10 steps to “mu-
tual destruction,” including the
pro-democracy bloc winning a
majority in the legislature, in-
tensifying protests, the forced
resignation of Lam due to the
budget bill being rejected twice,
and international sanctions
against the ruling Chinese Com-
munist Party.

Liz Throssell, a spokesper-
son for the U.N. Human Rights
Council in Geneva, said the ar-

rests indicate that “the offence
of subversion under the Nation-
al Security Law is indeed being
used to detain individuals for
exercising legitimate rights to
participate in political and pub-
lic life.”

Kurt Tong, the former U.S.
consul general in Hong Kong,
saw the arrests as part of a me-
thodical and escalating cam-
paign to eradicate viable oppo-
sition politics both among the
protesters and elected parties.

“The national security law
provides the legal foundation to
do that,” said Tong, now a part-
ner at The Asia Group consul-
tancy in Washington, D.C.

China wants to preserve
Hong Kong’s economic vibrancy
and free market without what it
views as political complications,
he said. He didn’t predict a mass
exodus by companies, saying the
city retains its residual ener-
gy and dynamism, but warned
there could be a measurable im-
pact over time.

“China’s taking a big gam-
ble by picking away at parts of
the Hong Kong system that it
doesn’t like,” he said. “It real-
ly risks damaging parts that it
values.”

Indonesia’s Merapi volcano
spews hot clouds, 500 evacuate

YOGYAKARTA,  INDo-
NESIA (AP): Indonesia’s
Mount Merapi volcano
spewed avalanches of hot
clouds Thursday morn-
ing as hundreds more
residents were evacuat-
ed from its fertile slopes.

Authorities evacuat-
ed more than 500 people
living on the mountain
in Magelang district on
Java Island. Thousands
of people already have
had to leave their homes
and farmland because of
the dangers on Merapi,
Indonesia’s most active
volcano.

Light eruptions con-
tinued during the day
— one sending a column
of hot clouds rising 200
meters (yards) into the

air. The initial eruption
was obscured by fog, but
using seismic and oth-
er data, the Geological
Disaster Technology Re-
search and Development
Center estimated the hot
clouds spread less than
1 kilometer (0.6 miles)
from the crater.

“Until now, the po-
tential danger is not
more than 5 kilometers
(3 miles),” chief of Yo-
gyakarta’s  Volcanology
and Geological Hazard
Mitigation Center, Hanik
Humaida, said in a state-
ment.

The geological au-
thority had raised the
alert level of Mount Mer-
api to the second-high-
est level in November

after sensors picked up
increasing activity. Tour-
ism and mining activities
were halted. Some evac-
uees had returned to the
slopes after the activity
subsided but had to leave
again Thursday.

The 2,968-meter
(9,737-foot) mountain is
about 30 kilometers (18
miles) from the Yogya-
karta city center. About
a quarter million people
live within 10 kilometers
(6 miles) of the volcano,
according to authorities
in surrounding districts.

Merapi spewed ash
and hot gas in a column
as high as 6 kilometers
(3.7 miles) into the sky
in June, but no casualties
were reported.
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BEACH TIME! The songstress, Nicole Scherzinger rocks a
black swimsuit on the beach in Turks & Caicos.

Kim Kardashian’s is moving forward
in life as she still considers divorcing
Kanye West.

Kimye is coming to an end, and Kim
Kardashian is figuring out her next steps
after her fallout with Kanye West.

As the couple discusses the
possibility of divorce, E! News
has exclusively learned what Kim
envisions for her family's future
moving forward.

A source revealed that not
much will change for Kim and
Kanye in their day-to-day lives.
For now, they plan to continue
living separately, her in Calaba-
sas, Calif.,, and him in Wyoming.

Kanye will fly in to Los Ange-
les to see their four children "at
his own leisure,” which is how
they've been managing in recent
weeks.

Some of their kids (North, 7,
Saint, 5, Chicago, 2, and Psalm,
20 months) have visited their
dad in Wyoming a few times,
but nannies have always been
there to help Kanye. Regardless
of their marital issues, Kim wants
to remain in LA, so the kids can
continue their stable and consistent life-
styles and going to their current schools.

A source told E! News, "Kanye is
aware the marriage is over. It's upset-
ting to him. He loves Kim but they don't
get along half of the time. He's truly in
his own world and gets in the zone of fo-
cusing solely on his own projects.”

Their lifestyles don't mesh any-
more. The 43-year-old Grammy winner
creates his music and Yeezy apparel,
while Kim runs her fashion and beauty
empire, including the brands KKW and
SKIMS.

As we previously reported, Kimye is
in marriage counseling, but they both
know it's not working. Going forward,
Kim and Kanye are focused on how they
will co-parent, as well as the logistics of
their settlement. The insider added, "It's
really upsetting to both of them because

they did try and make it work for a very
long time."

In the meantime, Kim is trying to
keep the kids occupied as much as pos-
sible. "She is focused on keeping them

happy and healthy and wants them to
have a good relationship with their dad.
It's very important to her" the source
explained.

Her sisters Kourtney and Khloe Kar-
dashian both babysit the West kids of-
ten. They'll spend time with 2-year-old
True Thompson or Kourt's kids Mason,
11, Penelope, 8, and Reign, 6, meaning
the cousins are always together at one
of their houses. They feel it's nice for the
sisters to be able to "trade off and get
work done."

The source continued, "All of the sis-
ters are aware of the situation and are
very supportive. They all love Kanye like
a brother but agree it's best they part
ways."

The Kardashian-Jenner clan have
all adjusted and are used to the current
situation, because it's been the status

Inside Kim Kardashian’s Next Chapter
as She Considers Divorcing Kanye West

quo for months now. "They know Kanye
will still be a part of their lives and be at
family functions, but everyone supports
Kim in her decisions," the source said.
The feeling appears to be mutual for

Kanye. When news broke on Tuesday of
their impending split, E! News reported
that he has no beef with the rest of the
Keeping Up With the Kardashians stars.
An insider noted, "Kanye loves his ex-
tended family. They are super close."

On Jan. 5, Kim took to Instagram to
share her latest lifestyle rituals to start
the New Year with a clean slate. "Sis-
ter Boot Camp starts this month!" the
40-year-old reality star wrote. "Plant
Based and Two workouts a day for 30
days to get our mind and body right this
year."

The celebs got married in 2014 in It-
aly. One year prior, Kanye sang his soon-
to-be bride's praises in a BBC interview,
saying, "Family time—it's what Kim
gave me. She gave me everything. She
gave me a family. She gave me a support
system."

Ryan Reynolds Shares Touching Jeopardy Message

Crystal Heiner Reveals She's Recovering
After Near-Fatal Cosmetic Procedure

Crystal Hefner shared that she was hos-
pitalized with major blood loss follow-

chemicals.

that time due to toxic effects from the

- Divyendu Sharma
Reveals Rejecting
'‘a Lot Of Money &
Directors' To Play

After Appearing In Alex Trebek's Final Enisodes

t's a bittersweet week for Jeopardy! fans,

as the show is currently airing the final ep-
isodes to feature late host Alex Trebek. Before
his death in November, Trebek had already
taped a number of episodes, with the final
ones eventually being delayed until the begin-
ning of 2021. So far, the episodes have shown
Trebek doing what he did best - informing
and entertaining the public while also provid-
ing some thoughtful messages. One of these
final shows also included a surprise appear-
ance from Ryan Reynolds, and the actor took
to social media to share a touching message
about the experience.

Ryan Reynolds was involved in the ep-
isode’s “The Movies” category, in which he
virtually appeared to set up a question relat-
ed to his upcoming film, Free Guy. The actor
couldn’t help but acknowledge his brief role
in one of Alex Trebek’s final Jeopardy! shows.
Take a look at his sweet Twitter post below:

[ think most of us would agree with Ryan
Reynolds’ sentiments. Like many, the actor
was a fan of Alex Trebek, and knowing that
he’s now forever linked to the late host’s lega-
cy must be truly special. The fact that Trebek
was also a fellow Canadian is sure to add an-
other layer of pride as well.

Since Alex Trebek lost his battle with pan-
creatic cancer, many of his colleagues have re-
flected on what it was like to work with him.
Jeopardy!’s longtime narrator, Johnny Gilbert,
recently remembered Trebek fondly, making
note of his sweet interactions with the show’s
live studio audience.

The crew has also opened up about
what it was like to work with Trebek on
his final set of episodes. Jeopardy! exec-
utive producer Michael Richards recalled
Trebek being an “absolute warrior” de-
spite being in “enormous pain.” At the
time of the tapings, no one could have
known that Trebek was so close to passing
away, but Richard says the host still appeared
to be his usual self.

Richards also recalled Trebek’s last day
before his death. According to the producer,
the host spent a peaceful day with his wife in
their backyard. He says the fact that Trebek
had this serene day brings some comfort to
him and the rest of the Jeopardy! family.

After Alex Trebek’ final Jeopardy! epi-
sodes finish airing, former champion Ken
Jennings will serve as a guest host. He'll then
be followed by other guests before the show
decides on a permanent host.

ing a fat transfer in October and "almost
didn't make it through."

Crystal Hefner is getting candid about
her recent health scare involving a cos-
metic procedure gone wrong.

The 34-year-old model
and widow of late Playboy
magazine founder Hugh
Hefner shared to Insta-
gram on Wednesday,
Jan. 6 that she under-
went a fat-grafting sur-
gery in the fall that led
her to lose a significant
amount of blood, and she
is just now feeling like her
usual self.

"I had a fat transfer surgery
October 16 and almost didn't make it
through,” she wrote. "I lost half the blood
in my body and ended up in the hospital
needing a blood transfusion. I've been
slowly eating my way back to health since
then and I [am] now finally feeling ok."

Crystal acknowledged that this is not
the first time she has dealt with reper-
cussions from a cosmetic operation. She
posted to Facebook in July 2016 that
she had her breast implants removed at

"l advocate for being natural since
[ got very ill and removed my implants
and everything else toxic in my body in
2016," she continued on Jan. 6. "I should
have learned my lesson the first time but
[ guess the universe keeps sending
you the same lesson until you
learn it. Our culture is a trap
and makes women feel ter-
rible about themselves."
She went on to criticize
elements of society, includ-
ing Hollywood projects, so-
cial media and advertising,
for exacerbating the pressure
that women can feel to con-
form to certain beauty standards.
"Physically fake people make it worse
(I was one of them)," the December 2009
Playmate shared. "Women are overly sex-
ualized. I know from the worst kind of
experience. For ten years my value was
based on how good my physical body
looked. I was rewarded and made a liv-
ing based on my outer appearance. To
this day I need to write reminders of why
['m worthy to have nothing to do with my
physical appearance to convince myself
that I'm enough. "
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The Roles He Liked
Actor Divyendu Sharma recently

opened up about rejecting 'a lot
of money and directors' to change
his boy next door image and play the
roles he liked

One of the most popular and fac-
es in the OTT world, Divyendu Shar-
ma has been a part of Bollywood for
over a decade as he has starred in
multiple films including Pyaar Ka
Punchnama, Chashme Baddoor and
Toilet: EK Prem Katha to name a few.
However, the 37-year-old was not OK
with the boy next door roles he had
been playing for years in his films
and thus decided to change his image
by experimenting with the kind of
roles he played on screen. However,
it came with a cost of saying 'no' to a
lot of money and directors, revealed
Divyendu himself in a recent inter-
view with Hindustan Times.

While Divyendu Sharma's roles in web
series brought him countrywide acclaim
and fame, the actor had to let go of a lot of
Bollywood film offers to carve a niche for
himself as an actor; different from his boy

. nextdoor image back in the days.

THE DAY AMEAD

Aries:

The trouble is, we spend too much time worrying
about ‘the how’ and ‘the why'. We spend too much
worrying about whether or not things will work out.
Take a moment to reflect upon how much energy
you're wasting by going back and forth on this deci-
sion. Energy that could be utilised for your highest
good. So, take a deep breath, Aries, as you realign
with your sacred purpose. Your guides are right
here with you, helping you navigate the tricky terri-
tories of the earthly realm.

Tip: Just take a step in the right direction. That's all!
Taurus:

Many a times, we find ourselves stuck, repeating
pattems we thought we’'d broken up with a long
time ago. You may find yourself enslaved to one
such pattern that you've seen generations before
you struggle with. But the past does not and should
not define you, Taurus. Do not be under the illusion
that you have to suffer because they did. Today,
your guides are reminding you that true freedom
is available to you right now and in this moment.
Break the chains.

Tip: You have the power to create heaven on earth
despite what you have gone through.

Gemini:

Following the plan to tee is a good thing. But you
know what's even better? Tearing your to-do list
apart and allowing your spontaneous side to take
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over. A new and exciting adventure is in store for
you, Gemini, one that is likely to knock at your door
unexpectedly. For some of you, this could translate
into a wellness retreat over the weekend, a mind-
fulness workshop, or a visit to a spiritual/religious
place you feel a deep, deep connection with. Word
for the wise: Don't look for reasons to say no when
the Universe wants you to say yes. Nothing will
expand your mind *and* your consciousness like
opening yourself to new experiences.

Tip: Say yes to spontaneity and a brand new ad-
venture.

Cancer:

There’s no such thing as a coincidence. Each ex-
perience we attract is a result of our own choices—
choices we made prior to boarding the spaceship to
the earthly realm. Now, if the challenges are chosen
by our higher selves, wouldn't the solutions to these
problems be hidden somewhere accessible to us?
Unlock the door to your subconscious, Cancer.
Reconnect with your higher wisdom. You are the
Oracle. You are the light. The tools you need are
already within you.

Tip: Unlock the door to your subconscious.

Leo:

Not all of us get the love, approval and validation
we desire from our families. Some of us go through
our entire lives seeking that warmth in our interac-
tions with the outside world, only to be disappointed

time and again. But, you are one of the chosen few,
Leo. One who has been granted the gift of a soul
family. These are no ordinary connections. They
transcend the boundaries of space and time, and
inspire you to become your true and most authentic
self. Take a moment to honour the radiant beings of
light that remind you that you are perfect as you are,
and that you have nothing to hide.

Tip: A prayer of gratitude for your soul family is in
order.

Virgo:

There is a reason we refer to all of Creation as
Mother Nature. She is the ultimate nurturer. The
sacred womb through which we take birth in the
earthly realm. The connection we share with her
is truly special, and when we are cut off from this
connection is when problems such as fear and
anxiety arise. Today, instead of receding into the
void, reconnect with your inherent wildness. Con-
sider a walk in the park, a grounding meditation, or
a breathwork session outdoors.

Tip: Reconnect with Mother Nature.

Libra:

We all have a little bit of madness in us, and we
all have a little bit of chaos too. But, the combina-
tion chaos and madness is what makes you, you.
It's what inspires you to take life by the homs and
make the most of what's being offered. So, take yet
another chance, Libra. Flirt with life in a way you

never have before. Feel a sense of oneness with
the rhythm of the cosmos. You are being led in the
right direction and the journey you're on will truly
help you come home.

Tip: Flirt with life in a way you never have before.
Scorpio:

In an attempt to raise the bar, we often set unre-
alistic expectations for ourselves. Expectations that
we may or may not always be able to live up to.
And, what happens when we fail in our own eyes?
We begin to repeat the story of failure, which inad-
vertently takes us into a downward spiral. Breathe,
Scorpio, breathe.

Tip: Let go of unrealistic expectations and focus on
being a better friend to yourself.

Sagittarius:

There are times in our lives when we feel like we
are being stripped off all things familiar, and that ev-
erything we once considered sacred is being taken
away from us, one by one. Some refer to this period
as ‘the ego death’. Others often call this phenome-
na the dark night of the soul. Either way, the transi-
tion to the new is seldom easy. Remember to keep
it simple, Sagittarius. Hydrate. Nourish yourself.
Practice self-care rituals.

Tip: Keep it simple.

Capricorn:

You are here because you are meant to be here.
Your presence here is no coincidence, Capricormn.

So, step into your role as a leader and change-
maker. See how you can stand up for yourself and
those around you. Remember to act in accordance
with the law as you do, which in turn will ensure the
law works in your favour.

Tip: Fighting against injustice is going to be a big
theme for you today.

Aquarius:

When people discourage you from following that
which is sacred to you, there’s a chance they're
acting out of their own limitations. Limitations that
have nothing to do with you to begin with. So, let
go of what isn't yours, Aquarius. Let go of what
isn't yours—whether it's fears, or negative beliefs
borrowed from other people. Know that you are
where you need to be, and you are making great
progress. Facing your true north (no matter what
the cost) will help you get through this.

Tip: You are the author of this story.

Pisces:

We spend so much time catering to the needs of
other people, being there for them at the cost of our
own well-being. Today, you're being encouraged to
shift your focus. Ask yourself the question, “How would
you like to be nurtured?”. Ahot ol massage, a walk in the
park, a joumaling or doodling session, or a guided med-
itation are some of the ways in which you can alleviate
the stress and connect with yourself on a deeper level.
Tip: It's time to prioritise your own well-being.
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