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SKM CELEBRATES FOUNDATION DAY 

Upcoming budget will deliver on 
election promises, Golay announces

SaGar Chettri
Gangtok, 04 Feb: 

Sikkim Krantikari Morcha 
president, Chief Minister 

PS Tamang, today announced 
that promises made in the 
party’s election manifesto 
will be reflected in the up-
coming budget which is slat-
ed to be placed next month. 

In this regard, he urged 
the people not to compare 
the eight months of SKM gov-
ernment with the 25 years of 
SDF since most of this time 
was spent undoing the dam-
age wrecked on Sikkim in the 
past two and a half decades.

The remainder of the 
term will deliver what the 
SDF failed to do in the 25 
years that the people kept it 
in office, he said.

Mr Tamang was address-
ing a massive gathering on 
the occasion of the party’s 
eighth foundation day at 
Rangpo playground in East 
Sikkim on Tuesday.

Reminiscing about the 
formation of SKM on 04 Feb-
ruary in 2013, Mr Tamang 
contended that the date was 

important not only for SKM 
supporters and well-wishers, 
but all change-loving peo-
ple of the State who suffered 
much under what he sees as 
the repressive authoritarian-
ism of the SDF Govt. 

“I myself faced many per-
sonal attacks and allegations 
from the previous govern-
ment but I was always com-
mitted to fulfill the dreams of 
the people and liberate them 
from 25 years of autocratic 
government,” he said.

Mr Tamang pointed out 
that SKM had won 10 seats 
in 2014 within one year 
of formation and took the 
opportunity to thank SKM 
MLAs KN Lepcha and Sonam 
Lama for standing firm with 
the party during its difficult 
times when seven of their 
colleagues joined the SDF. 

He also thanked the party 
workers and supporters who 
have remained with the party 
despite the privations sent their 
way for the political leanings 
and then working hard to bring 
the party to office in 2019. 

He claimed that the real 

democracy was restored in 
the State only with the forma-
tion of the SKM government.

He accused the SDF gov-
ernment of destroying the 
State and contended that 
SKM was now on a rebuilding 
project for Sikkim. 

On the same, he urged the 
people to support and assist 
the government make Sikkim 
a model State. 

Mr Tamang stated that 
the SKM Govt undertook aus-
terity measures immediately 
upon coming to office and 

was working towards abol-
ishing the VIP culture insti-
tuted by the SDF.

He assured that SKM has 
not forgotten the difficulties 
and exploitation faced by the 
party workers and called on 
the people to give a free hand 

to the government to take 
action against every corrupt 
and exploitative person of 
the previous government. 

“We will not spare any-
one who had a role to play in 
destroying the State over the 
past 25 years of SDF govern-

ment,” he said. 
He accepted that many 

people were coming forward 
to support the party now that 
it was in government and 
acknowledged that the real 
party workers were those 
who have worked for the par-
ty since its formation.

The SKM Government has 
also come under some crit-
icism for hiring non-locals 
and indulging in service ex-
tension of govt officers, mat-
ters it had strongly opposed 
when SDF was in office.

Addressing these issues, 
Mr Tamang explained today 
that the SKM Government has 
not given service extension 
to anyone and has instead of-
fered re-employment to a se-
lect few. This latter option, he 
said, did not hamper the pros-
pects of in-service personnel 
and went on to state that even 
re-employment will be discon-
tinued from April onwards. 

The only exception to this 
rule will be one-year service 
extension only for Grade IV 
employees who needed it.
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three female aMaS runners clinch 
medals in Kolkata Marathon  

aparajita rai made new 
Kolkata Police STF DC Middle Chongrang BDO and 

Kisaan Bazaar projects stalled
CONTRACTOR BLAMES RDD, CITES NON-PAYMENT OF BILLS AS REASON

RuDRA KAuShIK
Gyalshing, 04 Feb:

Nearly four years 
since it was sanc-

tioned, constructions of 
the Block Development 
Office and Kisaan Bazaar 
at Middle Chongrang un-
der Arithang Chongrang 
GPU of Yuksam-Tashid-
ing constituency has re-
mained stalled for the 
last two years. 

The project, initiated 
by the state government 

through Rural Develop-
ment Department came 
to a standstill two years 
ago due to lack of funds. 

Former Chief Min-
ister, Pawan Chamling, 
during his 42-day West 
Sikkim tour in 2010-11, 
had approved the project 
comprising a Block De-
velopment Office build-
ing, Kisaan Bazaar and 
other necessary infra-
structure under the GPU. 

The project was to be 

completed phase-wise. 
For phase-1, the state 

government had sanc-
tioned Rs 4.5 crore for 
the construction of Block 
Development Office in 
2016. 

Devi Lal Sharma, the 
contractor executing the 
project has alleged that 
the construction could 
not continue due to non-
payment of bills by the 
concerned department. 

“I visited the RDD of-

fice several times for bill 
clearance but they were nev-
er cleared. I had no option 
but to stop the construction 
work due to dearth of funds 
required for the project,” said 
Mr Sharma.

Now, even the por-
tion of work completed 
has been falling into dis-
repair and showing signs 
of damage. Cracks have 
also started developing 
on the walls.

The people of the 
GPU have alleged that the 
culture of commission, 
illegal practice of extract-
ing money for party fund 
from government projects 
and other issues have con-
tributed towards the fail-
ure of the project. 

The people of the 
constituency have sought 
the state government’s 
immediate intervention 
for early completion of 
the project. 

SUMMit rePOrt
Gangtok, 04 Feb:

Three female runners of 
the newly formed Am-

arathon Academy of Sikkim 
[AMAS] won medals in the  
IDBI Federal Life Insur-
ance Kolkata Marathon 
on 02 Feb. 

Tshering Lhamu Bhu-
tia was placed second in 
the 35-45 years category, 
Sonia Rai stood second in 
the 18-34 years category 
and Samikcha Rai came 
third in the 18-34 years 
category, a press release 
from AMAS informs.

The release mentions 
that all runners of the 
academy performed well 
in the marathon and ex-
pressed hope that they 
will perform better in the 
next edition of the Kolk-

ata Marathon.
AMAS has thanked DC 

West, Lhendup Bhutia and 
entrepreneur, Dil Hang 
Limboo for their support.

The AMAS contin-
gent comprised of Amar 
Subba [42k], Kessangla 
Bhutia [42k], Shiva Hang 
Limboo [42k], Buddha 
Singh Subba [42k], Kulbir 
Thapa [42k], Jatin Chettri 
[42k], Uday Subba [42k], 
Gourav Lama [42k], 
Tshering Lhamu Bhutia 
[42k], Sonia Rai [42k], Sa-
mikcha Rai [42k], Neaha 
Rai [21k], Lhamu Sher-
pa [21k], Promod Rai 
[21k], Chung Ching Bhu-
tia [21k], Sonam Gyatso 
Sherpa [10k], Prasant 
Molay [10k], Darshan 
Lama [21k] and Sanjay 
Kumar Subba [42k].

Kolkata, Feb 4 (PTI): 
In a minor reshuffle of 
West Bengal IPS cadre, 
the state government on 
Tuesday made Aparajita 
Rai the deputy commis-
sioner of police (DC) of 
the Kolkata Police’s Spe-
cial Task Force (STF) in 
place of Pradeep Kumar 
Yadav, a notification is-
sued here said.

Rai was DC (Cyber 
Crime) and her replace-
ment is yet to be named.

Yadav replaced 
Sudeep Sarkar as the DC 
of the South Suburban 
Division (Jadavpur Divi-

sion), it said.
Sarkar was made the 

DC of the Detective De-
partment (Special).

Nilanjan Biswas will 
continue as DC (South 
West Division) while 
Biswajit Ghosh, the DC 
of the first battalion of 
the Kolkata Armed Po-
lice was made the DC 
(Enforcement Branch), 
it said.

Praveen Prakash, 
additional SP (Zonal) 
Sunderban police dis-
trict was made the new 
SP of the North Bengal 
STF, it added.

SKM CELEBRATES 8TH FOUNDATION DAY
skM membership renewal drive launched

Pemkit Lepcha elected 
Prime Minister of National 

Inclusive Children Parliament

SaGar Chettri
Gangtok, 04 Feb: 

The ruling Sikkim Krantikari Morcha 
party celebrated its 8th foundation 

day in a grand manner at Rangpo Min-
ing ground in East Sikkim on Tuesday. 
SKM president and Chief Minister, PS 
Tamang was present as the chief guest 
on the day. 

The foundation day was also attended 
by Speaker, LB Das, Deputy Speaker, Sangay 
Lepcha, Ministers and MLAs of SKM party 
along with senior leaders and workers of 
the party and a huge gathering of party 
supporters from all four districts.

On the occasion, the party president 
was felicitated by different associations 
and organizations. SKM calendar for 
year 2020 was also released by the par-
ty president. The foundation day also 
witnessed the launching of the renew-
al of primary membership of the party. 
It is informed that renewal of primary 
membership will be carried out across 
the State from Wednesday and contin-
ue till 01 April.

Senior SKM leader and Minister, 
KN Lepcha said that the sacrifices, 
dedication and hard work of the party 
supporters and people of Sikkim have 

brought SKM to power. 
“SKM is just an 8-month-old govern-

ment but it has been working hard under 
the visionary leadership of the CM, PS Ta-
mang for the overall development of the 

State and for the betterment of the peo-
ple of Sikkim despite having huge finan-
cial burden and liabilities created by the 
previous government,” he said.

turn to pg 02

Mangan, 03 Feb (IPR): 
As per the press com-
muniqué received from 
Wendy Lepcha [DCPO, 
North], Pemkit Lepcha, 
Prime Minister of Vil-
lage Level Child Par-
liament, Hee Gyathang 
GPU (a class XI Science 
student of Hee Gyathang 
school) has been elected 
as Prime Minister of Na-
tional Inclusive Children 
Parliament.

Pemkit had repre-
sented Sikkim in “Na-
tional Inclusive Children 
Parliament” in New Delhi 

with DCPO, North, Wen-
dy Lepcha.

She has also been giv-
en the additional charge 
as Minister of Industry, 
Innovation and Infrastruc-
ture, one of the Sustain-
able development goals.

The oath taking cer-
emony was conducted 
today in the presence of 
former Speaker of Lok 
Sabha, Meena Kumar. 
The National Inclusive 
Children Parliament was 
organized by Nine is 
Mine Organization with 
Prime Ministers of Child 
Parliaments from all over 
the country from 28 Jan–
03 Feb, 2020. 

The programme also 
simultaneously conduct-
ed the training of the 
Coordinators who had 
accompanied the child 
Parliamentarians on the 
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GENERAL LAND FOR SALE

General land 30X40 (3 Plots) available for sale 
at  Tadong 6th Mile next to Harka Maya College. 

Flat Land no cutting required. Price 27 Lakhs 
(negotiable).

Contact: 9800201335

LAND FOR SALE 
A land measuring an area for  50x32 1/2  at Road-
side just below housing colony is for sale. It is 
just a  one minute walking distance from Namchi 
bazaar taxi stand. Interested party may contact 
9593373387 and 9434406761

FLAT FOR RENT/LEASE
Fully furnished 3BHK flat available for rent/

lease at Church Road near DPH. Roadside and 
five minutes walking distance from MG Marg.

For more details: 9083826462 /9832556698

 
~ SummittimES ~
Classifieds

LAND FOR SALE 
An area measuring 1 acre at Sadam South Sikkim 
near Loretto Convent School at Gupti road. Price 
negotiable any one interested can contact:

78640-04501,62970-03235, 98320-48410

Novel coronavirus 
turns spotlight on 

Wuhan, Kerala connect

prime Minister to participate in the celebrations of the signing 
historic Bodo agreement to visit kokrajhar, assam on the 07 Feb, 2020

Mr Lepcha urged the people of Sikkim to contrib-
ute in the State building process. He expressed that 
SKM government has lots of programmes and policies 
for the overall development of Sikkim and there is 
need for support from all sides for its effective imple-
mentation.

Earlier in his welcome address, the organizing 
committee president and Minister, Sanjit Kharel stat-
ed that many individuals had called SKM government 
a temporary government after its formation but the 
presence of people in such huge numbers from across 
the State is the answer to such elements.

Political Secretary to the CM, Jacob Khaling con-
gratulated the people of Sikkim for the 8th founda-
tion day of the party. He mentioned that people from 
across the State came together against the autocratic 
government of Sikkim Democratic Front and brought 
SKM to power in the last election. He alleged that Sik-
kim was totally destroyed in the 25 years of SDF gov-
ernment so SKM government has been working hard 
on its strategies and programmes to rebuild the State.

Press Advisor to the CM, CP Sharma stressed that 
the SKM government is very young and needs sup-
port from party workers and people to strengthen it. 
He mentioned that the mindset of a section of people 
who compare the 8-month-old SKM government to 
the 25 years of SDF government needs to change.

Senior Nari Morcha leader, Kala Rai said that SKM 
has not been doing revenge politics but has been 
working in the interest of every person of Sikkim. She 
alleged that the former CM, Pawan Chamling is now 
trying to interfere in Nepal politics and that is a big 
threat to national security. On the same, Ms Rai urged 
the Centre to take serious note of it.

SKM youth leader, Sonam Chopel Sherpa congrat-
ulated the party workers and supporters for their 
hardwork and sacrifice in bringing ‘Parivartan’ in 
the State. He urged party workers not to only ex-
pect from the party but to be ready to contribute 
towards the party for the success of the real vision 
towards the Parivartan.

The foundation day celebration also witnessed a 
presentation by Parivartan Band.

skM membership...

Sustainable development goals, election process & 
proceedings of Children Parliament.

Currently there have been 5 Village Level Child 
Parliaments formed in the GPUs of the District by the 
District Child Protection Unit, North district in coordi-
nation with the Village level Child Protection Commit-
tees which have been formed in all the GPUs.

The DCPO informs that the target is to form these 
village level Children’s Parliaments in all the GPUs so 
that children of the most rural areas will get a forum 
to address their issues and voice their opinions and 
to take active participation in the Gram Sabhas and 
all other community decisions and policy making. 
Thereafter the target is to form Block level Children’s 
Parliaments in all the 4 blocks and one District level 
Children’s Parliaments in the district.

Pemkit Lepcha...

He also took potshots at his predecessor and today 
claimed that former CM Pawan Chamling has accept-
ed that he was a citizen of Nepal. 

On the appointment of Sunil Sarogi as the OSD to 
the CM, he said that this appointment was totally po-
litical in nature and did not violate any aspect of Rule 
4(4) since Mr Sarogi will not be drawing any salary 
or enjoy any perks and was giving his services to the 
state on a monthly honorarium. 

Likewise, he further informed that the appoint-
ment of Dr Mahendra P Lama as the Chief Econom-
ic Advisor was also on honorarium basis. He added 
that the Centre has given Dr Lama the responsibility 
to prepare the Vision Document 2035 so his service 
would help the State in the national and international 
levels.

On the State Govt’s plans to contract retired CBI 
sleuths as SPs and DSPs in Vigilance Police, Mr Ta-
mang said that this was to take action against the cor-
rupt and alleged that the opposition has been trying 
to instigate the people of Sikkim on these issues. 

He asserted that SKM government has been com-
mitted to make Sikkim corruption free.

He announced that services of all temporary govt 
employees will be automatically regularised after 
eight  years of service and informed that Home Guards 
will also be similarly regularised.

CM informed that the government has cleared all 
pending land compensation of Pakyong airport and 
will be functional soon. He announced to cover the 
government employees in the department, projects 
and PSUs with a health insurance ‘Sikkim Swastha 
Bima Yojana’. He informed that a total of 89,201 em-
ployees and their five dependents will benefit from 
this scheme. He further announced that eventually, 
every citizen of Sikkim will be covered under this 
medical insurance.

Upcoming budget...

Gangtok, 04 Feb: Prime Minister, 
Narendra Modi shall be visiting 
Kokrajhar in Assam to participate 
in the celebrations of the signing 
of the Bodo Agreement, on the 07 
Feb, 2020.

More than 4,00,000 people 
from the BTAD districts and all 
over Assam are expected to attend 
the programme. A Cultural pro-
gramme of ethnic groups of Assam 
is being organised by the State 
Government, to showcase the di-
versity of the state.

Prime Minister, Narendra Modi 
shall address the gathering to 
hail the historic Bodo Agreement 
signed in January this year, by in-
cluding the leading stakeholders 
under one framework.

The agreement was signed in 
New Delhi on the 27 Jan, 2020.

In a tweet from his personal 
handle Prime Minister termed the 
day as “a very special day for India” 
and that the accord, “will lead to a 
transformative results for Bodo 
People, ushering in a new dawn of 
peace, harmony & togetherness”.

The agreement is in accordance 

with the Prime Minister’s vision of 
“SabkaSaathSabkaVikas” and com-
mitment towards a holistic devel-
opment of the North-East, ending 
a five decade old Bodo crisis.

Prime Minister, in his tweet 
said, “Bodo Agreement stands out 
for many reasons. Those who were 
previously associated with armed 
resistance groups will now be en-
tering the mainstream and con-
tributing to our nation’s progress.”

Accordingly, over 1615 cadres 
of different factions of the NDFB 
have surrendered their arms and 
joined the mainstream within two 
days of the signing of the agree-
ment.

“The Accord with Bodo groups 
will further protect and popular-
ise the unique culture of the Bodo 
people. They will get access to a 
wide range of development orient-
ed initiatives. We are committed to 
doing everything possible to help 
the Bodo people realise their aspi-
rations”, the Prime Minister said in 
his tweet.

A special package of Rs 1500 
Crore is earmarked for the devel-

opment of the region.
The recent signing of the Bru-

Reang Agreement signed by the 
Government of India and Gov-
ernments of Mizoram, Tripura, to 
provide relief and succour to over 
35,000 Bru-Reang Refugees and 
the surrendering of over 85 Cadres 
of the NLFT in Tripura stand tes-
timony to the continued commit-
ment and vision of the Prime Min-
ister for the overall development 
and peace of the North-East.

In his interaction with the Na-
tion through the “Mann Ki Baat” 
programme  on the Republic Day, 
the Prime Minister gave a clarion 
call to all those on the path of vio-
lence to return to the mainstream 
and lay down arms.

“On the solemn occasion of 
Republic day, I would appeal to 
anyone in any part of the coun-
try, who’s still seeking solutions 
to problems through violence and 
weapons, to return to the main-
stream. They should have faith in 
their own capabilities and the ca-
pabilities of this country to resolve 
issues peacefully”, he said.

NDC delegates tour North 
Sikkim, study development

Mangan, 04 Feb [IPR]: 
A high-level delegation 
from the National De-
fence College visited 
North Sikkim today.

The delegation, led by 
Faculty-in-Charge, Nee-
ta Bhusan, comprises of 
Amarendra [Tour Coor-
dinator], Brigadier Vikas 
Rohella, Air CMDE S Ja-
cob, Brigadier VK Gudi, 
Brigadier LCR Jayasuriya 
of the Sri Lankan Army, 
Brigadier Deepak Singh 
Bisht, Brigadier Irvinder 
Sing Gill, Brigadier Mohit 
Seth, Captain Ian Her-
bert Lynn of the UK Navy, 
Air CMDE PS Wadookar, 
CMDE Aditya Hara, Cap-
tain Ali Al Hosni, Oman 
Navy and Brigadier SP 
Vishwasrao.

The main purpose 
of the visit was to study 
different areas of rural 
development, Panchayati 
Raj, law & order, women’s 
empowerment, health, 
agriculture, education 
and power development.

The team interacted 
with the heads of offic-
es of the district here at 
the DAC conference hall 
where District Magistrate, 
North, Tenzing T Kaleon, 
welcomed the delegates 
on behalf of north district 
and gave a brief status re-
port on the district. 

Similarly, the con-
cerned heads of offices 
presented status of the 
activities and schemes 

undertaken by their re-
spective departments.

Thereafter, the team 
proceeded on a field visit, 
first to the Teesta Urja pow-
er station site at Ringdang, 
Singhik, where BD Kumar, 
the in-charge, explained the 
project layout of the power 
station, while operation of 
the control room was ex-
plained by Rajesh Kumar, 
Shift incharge.

The team then visited 

Mangan Senior Second-
ary School where they 
interacted with the stu-
dents and lastly, the team 
visited the Juthi Organic 
Vegetable Farm at Rin-
ghim-Nampatam where 
Dadup Lepcha, the own-
er of the farm, along with 
officials of Horticulture 
Department gave them a 
tour of the facility.

The team then re-
turned to the capital.

Off-campus training on plasticulture in agri

SUMMit rePOrt
Gangtok, 04 Feb:

Off-campus training on 
“Scope of plasticulture 

engineering technologies 
in agriculture and allied 
activities” for progressive 
farmers has commenced 
at Assam Lingzey, East 
Sikkim on 03 Feb, 2020 
under the SCSP funds of 
All India Coordinated Re-
search Project on Plasti-
culture Engineering and 
Technologies, CAEPHT 
(CAU), Gangtok, a press 
release informs. 

The four-day train-
ing is being organized 
from 03–06 Feb, 2020 by 
DD Jhajharia, Professor 
(SWCE Dept.) and PI, All 
India Coordinated Re-
search Project on Plasti-
culture Engineering and 
Technologies, CAEPHT 
(CAU), Gangtok centre. 

About forty progres-
sive farmers from differ-
ent wards of Assam Ling-
zey, Aho and Pakyong 
attended the inaugural 
program highlighting the 

various scopes of plastics 
in agriculture and allied 
activities, such as, poul-
try, fisheries, etc. 

Prof Jhajharia ex-
plained different types 
of greenhouse designs, 
which are suitable for 
vegetable cultivation. He 
also informed that gath-
erings that the second 
day of the off-campus 
training will be devoted 
to laying of drip-irriga-
tion system in one of the 
polyhouse constructed 
by the AICRP-PET (Gang-
tok) centre at Soureni 
under the technical guid-
ance of Dr Ghanshyam 
Singh Yurembam (Assis-
tant Professor, CAEPHT) 
and Er Aribam Priya Ma-
hanta Sharma. Dr Pradip 
Narale (Assistant Profes-
sor, CAEPHT) will cover 
the study of different 
components of the FRP 
based biogas plant in 
NEH Region. 

Prof Jhajharia in-
formed the gatherings 
that the AICRP-PET 

centre will install two 
bio-gas plants each in 
the districts of East and 
West Sikkim in current 
financial year. Dr Shi-
vam (Assistant Profes-
sor, CAEPHT) will cover 
topics on application of 
different coloured plas-
tic mulches for vegeta-
ble cultivation and water 
harvesting on third day 
of training. 

Dr Sudhir Kharpu-
de (Assistant Professor, 
CAEPHT) will also ex-
plain the application of 
Solar Tunnel Dryer for 
value addition of spic-
es. On the last day of 
off-campus training, Dr R 
Anand (Assistant Profes-
sor, CAEPHT) will cover 
the theory and practical 
components of mush-
room cultivation. Dr 
Alok (i/c Gangtok cen-
tre of National Horticul-
ture Board) will explain 
different schemes of 
NHB for installation of 
greenhouse for Horticul-
ture crops.

Kochi, Feb 4 (PTI): The 
spotlight is now turned 
on the connect between 
Wuhan and Kerala as 
India’s all three positive 
novel coronavirus cases 
so far are students of a 
university in the historic 
Chinese city, the epicen-
tre of the epidemic.

Wuhan has been a 
popular destination for 
Keralites and others as 
an educational hub with 
quality and affordable 
medical courses attract-
ing overseas scholars.

Impressed by factors 
like affordability, ame-
nities and international 
standards in medical ed-
ucation, offered in En-
glish, students from Ker-
ala have been flocking to 
Wuhan University School 
of Medicine in China.

Wuhan, over 1,000 
km from Chinese capital 
of Beijing and 800 plus 
km away from the top 
class metropolis Shang-
hai, is a historic city and 
played a key role in the 
20th century history of 
China.

“I am very happy 
about the medical edu-
cation system at Wuhan 
university. They offer 
quality education at an 
affordable fees,” a stu-
dent who had returned 
from Wuhan said here on 
Tuesday.

Aiswarya Hariharan, 
a third year MBBS stu-
dent, returned to India 
early January soon after 
the school was shut for 
vacation.

According to her, the 
Wuhan University School 
of Medicine has become 
a centre of attraction for 
MBBS aspirants from 
Kerala because of its in-
ternational standard.

The six-year-long ed-
ucation at the university is 
very thrilling as the class-
es are in English for the 
overseas students. “In our 
batch, there are about 70 
international students.

Interestingly, 50 of 
them are from Kerala,” 
said Aiswarya from Tri-
punithura near here.

Parent of another 
MBBS student studying 
in the Wuhan said he 
sent his daughter to Wu-
han because of its high 

standard education sys-
tem in a fees affordable 
for him.

“I spent Rs 5 to 6 
lakhs for fee, accommo-
dation and food annually 
for my daughter. This fee 
amount is very less when 
compare with many of 
the self-financing medi-
cal institutes with least 
facilities in India. Be-
sides, studying overseas 
is beneficial for the stu-
dents as they get an in-
ternational exposure,” 
the parent said.

Revathy Krishnan 
from Thiruvananthapur-
am is also doing MBBS in 
Wuhan.

The third year stu-
dent said she was very 
happy about her institute 
and its faculty which of-
fer medical education at 
par with any other reput-
ed Indian medical insti-
tute.

The students claimed 
that the facilities the in-
stitute offer at Wuhan 
university, which is also 
recognised by the Gov-
ernment of India, is of in-
ternational standard.

The students said 
around 500 from Kerala 
are doing MBBS course at 
Wuhan University School 
of Medicine.

They expressed con-
fidence that the Asian gi-
ant would overcome the 
crisis due to outbreak of 
novel Coronavirus very 
soon and they would be 
able to continue their ed-
ucation there.

According to stu-
dents, though there are 
about 35 medical col-
leges in Kerala, not all of 
them could aspire to get 
a seat in one of them.

Educational consul-
tant, Jacob George, Gen-
eral Manager of the Asian 
Educational Consultancy, 
however, felt the num-
ber of students who go 
to China for MBBS were 
minimal as several oth-
ers preferred countries 
like Russia.

Of the three students 
who tested positive for 
coronavirus in Kerala, 
two are medicos from 
Wuhan the epicentre 
of the deadly epidemic 
which has claimed 425 
lives in China.

People 
rejecting 
BJP’s divisive 
narrative: 
Swara Bhaskar
Kolkata, Feb 4 (PTI): 
Actor Swara Bhaskar, one 
of the vocal critics of new 
citizenship law, claimed 
on Tuesday that the BJP-
led Centre was making all 
efforts to polarise people, 
but those who have been 
able to see through its “di-
visive plans have rejected 
the party’s narrative”.

Bhaskar, while partic-
ipating at a session at the 
44th International Kol-
kata Book Fair, said citi-
zens do not initially real-
ise when their freedom is 
curtailed, as they try and 
adjust to the changes.

“It starts with someone 
telling us what to eat, what 
to read and which clothes 
to wear when you visit 
the house of God... it starts 
with small things,” she said. 
People in this country, how-
ever, have come to realise 
that the Constitution was 
in danger and many have 
rejected the “divisive narra-
tive” of the government, she 
claimed.

“That is why places 
like Shaheen Bagh and 
Park Circus are abuzz 
with protests. Students 
and women are now 
coming out on the streets 
with their own narra-
tives,” she said. 
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CapitalTIMES

GOVERNMENT OF SIKKIM
FINANCE DEPARTMENT

taShiLiNG SeCretariat
BLOCK-B,  GANGTOK.

No. 653/FIN/ADM               Dated: 28.1.2020

TENDER NOTICE
N.I.T No. 649/FIN/ADM  Dated: 28.1.2020

Sealed tenders are hereby invited from the bona-
fide Internet Service Provider (ISP’s) having Infra-
structure Provider-1 (IP-I) License and ISP License 
holders with credential 80% of the similar nature 
of work for at least last 3(Three) Years and having ex-
isting Optical Fibre Connectivity in the specified loca-
tions. The others details relating to the tenders can be 
downloaded from www.sikkimfred.gov.in under the 
link “OFC N.I.T Details”. The last date for submission of 
tenders is on 27.02.2020 up to 4.00 PM.

Sd/-
Secretary Revenue

Finance Department
Government of Sikkim. 

R.O. No. 347/IPR/Pub/Classi./19-20 Date: 29.1.2020

GOVERNMENT OF SIKKM
OFFICE OF ThE SR.SuPERINTENDENT 

OF PRISONS
State CeNtraL PriSiON

RONGYEK
Memo No: 15/J/97(Pt-III)478     Dated: 29.01.2020

CORRIGENDuM
With reference to Tender Notice issued vide R.O. 
No. 334/IPR/Pub/Classi./19-20 Dated: 22.01.2020, 
regarding supply of Ration Grocery and Other Vo-
cational items to the State Central Prison, Rongyek 
and District Prison, Namchi, the last date for receiv-
ing of quotation shall be on 03.03.2020 at 10 am. 
Further, the Tender Committee shall open the Ten-
der in the office of the Sr. Superintendent of Police/
Prison, Rongyek at 11 am on the same day in pres-
ence of the Tenderers and their authorized agents.

Sd/-
Sr. Superintendent of Police 

State Central Prison, Rongyek
R.O. No. 350/IPR/PUB/Classi./19-20 Date:29.01.2020.

SOCIAL JuSTICE & WELFARE DEPARTMENT
ChILD PROTECTION SChEME

GOVERNMENT OF SIKKIM
No. 284/SJ&WD/CPS/2020                                  Dated: 03/02/2020

EMPLOYMENT NOTICE
Applications are invited from eligible local candidates for filling up the following 
posts on contractual basis for a period o three years under the Child Protection 
Scheme sponsored by the Ministry of Women & Child Development, Government of 
India. The details of posts and eligibility criteria area as under:

Sl.No. Name of 
the post

No. 
of 

post

Educational Qualifications Salary

1 Pro-
gramme 
Officer

01 * Graduate in any discipline.
* Preference will be given to:
i) Degree holder in Sociology/Social 
Work/ Law
 AND/OR
ii) Having experience in the field of 
Child Rights/ Welfare/ Protection and 
in Advocacy, Research, Documentation, 
Training & Capacity Building.

Rs.26,250/-
per month.

2. Pro-
tection 
Officer

04 * Degree holder in Sociology/ Social 
Work/ Law
* Preference will be given to those 
having experience in the field of Child 
Rights/ Welfare/ Protection.

Rs. 
21,000/- 
per month.

3. Le-
gal-cum- 
Probation 
Officer

02 * Degree holder in Law.
* Preference will be given to those 
having experience in the filed of Child 
Rights/ Welfare/ Protection.

Rs. 
21,000/-
per month.

4. Accoun-
tant

01 * Degree Holder in Commerce.
* Preference will be given to those 
having experience in Accounting and 
computer skills

Rs. 
14,000/- 
per month.

TO-
TAL 
POST

08

TERMS AND CONDITIONS:
1.  Selection will be done through written examination and viva-voce.
2.  Only those candidates fulfilling the above eligibility criteria as prescribed 

against each post should apply.
3.  Must be in good health and physically fit to discharge his / her duties.
4.  The successful candidates are liable to be posted in any districts of the State.

Those fulfilling the eligibility criteria must submit their application along with 
documents addressed to Additional Secretary-cum-Director, CPS on or before 
28.02.2020 latest by 4.30 p.m.
OThER REQIREMENTS:

1.  Attested copy of mark sheet and degree certificates of academic qualification.
2.  Attested copy of Sikkim Subject Certificate/ Certificate of Identification 

from the authorized attestion Authority.
3.  Attested copy of valid Local Employment Card.
4.  No Objection Certificate from the Head of Department in case of any tem-

porary employee serving in Government Departments.
5.  Experience Certificate duly certified by the relevant Authority.
6.  Medical fitness certificate from a Government Medical Officer.

Applications with attested documents shall only be entertained.
Social Justice & Welfare Department reserves the right to reject any application not 
found fulfilling the above terms and conditions.
Note: This notice is also available in the departmental website www.sikkimsocial-
welfare.gov.in.

Sd/-
Additional Secretary –cum- Director, CPS. 

R.O. No. 354/IPR/Pub/Classi./19-20 
Date: 03.02.2020 

governor hands grants to organizations

SUMMit rePOrt
Gangtok, 04 Feb:

Governor of Sikkim, 
Ganga Prasad today 

handed over grant-in-aid 
to various organisations 
and self-help groups in a 
special audience held at 
Raj Bhavan. 

The organisations 
namely Namcheybong 
Gram Panchayat Unit, 
Ranikhola Farmers’ 
Co-operative Society, Su-
nakhari Self Help Group 
and progressive farmer, 
Saroj Rai were handed 
over cheques of grant-in-

aid by the Governor.
Governor expressed 

his pleasure in visiting 
the organisations during 
his tour on 02 Feb, 2020 
and seeing them working 
at the grassroot level for 
the welfare of the farm-
ing community. 

He stated that the 
grant-in-aid is a token of 
encouragement towards  
good work done by them 
so far and they should 
endeavour to expand 
their scope and scale 
of activities  in future 
for the benefit of larger 

community.
In another engage-

ment in the evening, the 
Governor granted audi-
ence to the nine-member 
delegation of Members 
of Standing Committee 
on Panchayati Raj and 
Drinking Water & Rural 
Development of Odisha 
Legislative Assembly. 

The delegation was 
led by the Chairman of 
Standing committee Devi 
Prasad Mishra. The del-
egation is in Sikkim on 
a two days official visit 
starting today. 

In a brief inter-
action with the Gov-
ernor, the members 
expressed happiness 
over the status of Pan-
chayati Raj Institutions 
and shown keenness 
on exploring mutual 
cooperation and part-
nership in tourism and 
other allied sectors.  

Run for Healthy Body and 
Mind Marathon by SMIT

SUMMit rePOrt
Gangtok, 04 Feb:

Sikkim Manipal In-
stitute of Technolo-

gy (SMIT) organized a 
14Km and 5Km mara-
thon on the theme “Run 
for Healthy Body and 
Mind”. The main ob-
jective of organizing 
this event was to bring 
awareness about the 
importance of Healthy 
Mind and Body among 
the people, a press re-
lease informs. 

It is the primary ne-
cessity to deal with the 

challenges and opportu-
nities in our life. Minister  
Sports and Youth Affairs,  
Kunga Nima Lepcha 
was the chief guest and 
Lt Gen (Dr) Venkatesh, 
Vice Chancellor, Sikkim 
Manipal University was 
the guest of honour for 
the event. 

Around 280 runners 
from Sikkim as well as 
from outside the state 
participated in the event. 
Minister KN Lepcha 
flagged off the run.

In 14km boys open 
category Nabin Pur-

ja, Gopal, Rohit Narijen 
bagged first second and 
third positions respec-
tively. Whereas in 14Km 
open girls category An-
juli Subba, Preity Rai 
and Sabina Rai bagged 
first, second and third 
positions, respectively. 

Winners of both cate-
gories were awarded Rs 
10,000, Rs 7000 and Rs 
4000 respectively along 
with medal, trophy and 
certificate.

The winners of veter-
an’s category were also 
awarded cash prizes.

First cadaver kidney transplantation 
in Odisha performed

Bhubaneswar, Feb 4 
(PTI): Doctors of a state-
run hospital in Cuttack 
performed Odisha’s first 
cadaver kidney trans-
plantation on a 31-year-
old person on Tuesday, 
officials said.

The kidney of 
26-year-old donor Pri-
yankarani Patra was 
transplanted on Khirod 
Sahoo after a three-hour-
long surgery at SCB Med-
ical College and Hospital, 
they said.

Chief Minister 
Naveen Patnaik lauded 
the doctors and the do-
nor’s family.

Doctors of a private 
hospital in Bhubaneswar 
declared Priyankarani 
Patra of Ganjam district’s 
Digapahandi brain dead 
on Monday night, days 
after she sustained criti-
cal injuries in a road acci-
dent, following which her 
family members agreed 

to donate her organs, of-
ficials said.

On the direction of 
the state health depart-
ment, doctors of the 
state-run hospital visited 
the private medical insti-
tution and removed Pa-
tra’s kidney, later trans-
planting them on Sahoo, 
they said.

“My son was under-
going treatment for the 
last eight months. This 
operation has saved his 
life,” said Khirod Sahoo’s 
mother Mithila. A rela-
tive of Patra said though 
they mourn her loss, they 
are happy that she will 
live in someone.

“We would have been 
happier if her other or-
gans like heart, liver and 
eyes could also be used 
to save other people’s 
lives,” he said.

Patnaik appreciat-
ed Patra’s family who 
agreed for the organ do-

nation and the doctors 
who conducted the oper-
ation. “I congratulate the 
SCBMCH doctors for con-
ducting the state’s first 
cadaveric kidney trans-
plant and also the family 
members of Priyanka of 
Ganjam district for do-
nating her organ.

This has created a 
new history in Odisha’s 
organ transplant and 
modern treatment,” Pat-
naik tweeted in Odia.

Meanwhile, the Bhu-
baneswar-based private 
hospital, in a statement, 
has claimed that its doc-
tors conducted the first 
transplantation of one 
kidney on another pa-
tient after a six- hour-
long surgery.

The statement said 
that the other kidney 
was transported to SCB 
Medical College and 
Hospital for another 
transplantation.

Mamata hits out at BJP for “goli vs boli” remark
Ranaghat (WB), Feb 4 
(PTI): West Bengal Chief 
Minister Mamata Baner-
jee on Tuesday hit out 
at BJP leaders for their 
recent “goli vs boli” re-
mark during campaigns 
for the upcoming assem-
bly elections in Delhi 
and said that the saffron 
party was firing bullets 
because it is aware that it 
will lose the poll.

She said that a coun-

try has a bleak future 
when its leaders take to 
the streets holding guns.

“When ministers come 
out to the streets holding 
guns then what lies ahead 
for the country? We do not 
know what will happen 
tomorrow.

“There are (assem-
bly) elections in Delhi 
and they(BJP) know 
they will not be able to 
win it. That’s why they 

are sending people with 
guns. They are saying 
‘Boli nahi chalega, goli 
chalega’... But I am say-
ing that only boli chalega 
(what the people of the 
coutry say will take place 
in India),” Banerjee said 
at a rally here.

Assembly election 
in Delhi will be held on 
February 8 and the result 
will be declared on Feb-
ruary 11.

rains likely in Bengal 
from Friday: MeT

Kolkata, Feb 4 (PTI): 
The MeT department on 
Tuesday forecast light to 
moderate rain in most 
parts of south Bengal 
from Friday till Sunday.

An official of the Re-
gional Meteorological 
Centre here said the 
minimum temperatures 
are likely to rise by two 
to three degrees Celsius 
over the next two days 
from Wednesday.

The minimum tem-
peratures are likely to 
dip again from Mon-
day following a spell of 
rain, he said.

Kolkata recorded a 
minimum temperature 
of 12 degrees Celsius on 
Tuesday, the official said.

The Himalayan town 
of Darjeeling recorded 
the day’s lowest tem-
perature in West Ben-
gal at 3 degrees Celsius, 
while Coochbehar was 
the coldest in the plains 
at 7.7 degrees Celsius.

Siliguri (7.8), Pa-
nagarh (8), Purulia (8) 
and Sriniketan (8.2) 
were among places 
that recorded low min-
imum temperatures in 
the state.

Probe into sedition case against 
school in Karnataka intensified

Bidar (Karnataka), Feb 
4 (PTI): The police has 
intensified investigation 
into the ‘sedition case’ 
against the management 
and staff of a school here, 
where children had al-
legedly insulted Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi 
and others, in the context 
of CAA, in a drama they 
staged on January 21.

As part of the probe, 
the police visited Sha-
heen school on Tues-
day -- this time in plain 
clothes, after their ques-
tioning of children in 
uniform on January 28 
drew criticism from 
some quarters, a school 
official said. “Morning 
three police personnel 
came with two mem-
bers of Karnataka State 
Child Rights Protection 
Commission. Later, the 
deputy superintendent 
of police H Basaveshwara 
joined them.

The cops were in civil 
dress,” the official said.

The police have been 

questioning the children 
and staff about those 
who wrote the script and 
assigned to deliver spe-
cific dialogues.

Police have already 
arrested Nazbunnisa, the 
mother of one of the chil-
dren, who had allegedly 
delivered the controver-
sial dialogue and their 
teacher Fareeda Begum, 
who oversaw the event.

When contacted, 
the deputy superinten-
dent of police of Bidar H 
Basaveshwara refused to 
comment on the matter 
saying that he was still 
investigating the case.

Meanwhile in Ben-
galuru, Congress MLA 
and former minister U T 

Khader slammed the BJP 
government in the state 
as well as the Centre for 
“filing sedition charges 
against people”.

Addressing a press 
conference, he alleged 
that the Central and state 
governments were try-
ing to suppress the voice 
of people in the country 
using law enforcement 
agencies.

Khader claimed that 
the two women who “de-
picted the problems they 
were facing” in the dra-
ma were booked under 
the sedition law.

During investigation, 
the children were forced 
to sit at the police sta-
tion, he alleged.

Upcoming budget...
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Merit Deserves Scholarship 
The inspirational quality of CMMSS 

should not dim

At around this time every year, the list of students 
selected for the Chief Minister’s Merit Scholarship 

Scheme is released. One does not know where the scheme 
sits with the current dispensation in office because not 
much has been heard on that front this time around. It will 
be unfortunate if this scheme was allowed to peter away. 
That said, till last year, the number of students benefitting from 
this scheme had grown rather consistently for every batch. Each 
year, the cream of the academic crop is picked from government 
schools across that State and sponsored to pursue education 
at institutions which would otherwise have been beyond 
the means of the students and their families. 

When it comes to CMMSS, the only criteria for selec-
tion is merit, and that is a wonderful, and also a rare thing 
to have in an environment otherwise obsessed with res-
ervations and quotas. It is another matter that the CMMSS 
pie is also being apportioned into quotas, but more on 
that some other time. For now, let’s congratulate the idea 
behind it and the army of young, fresh out of class V stu-
dents who have secured for themselves opportunities of 
studying in much better schools purely because they (the 
students) are “so good” that more needs to be invested in 
them. Such life-changing success so early in life is a rare 
feat and an opportunity to convince the students that it is 
okay to “dream big”. 

More youngsters should be encouraged to think big 
– that is the right message to share with them because 
thinking big underlines the exceptionally salutary Chief 
Minister’s Merit Scholarship Scheme under which they 
have been selected. The scheme is barely a decade old, 
and although the more urban centres in the State remain 
largely unaware of its reception, it has sent out a surge 
of excitement and enthusiasm in rural Sikkim. More and 
more parents and teachers of students enrolled in govern-
ment schools in junior grades are shaking off the despon-
dency of having to live with mediocrity and are working 
with their wards, sharpening their academic wits and 
motivating them with the opportunities now available to 
them, to aspire for better. The prospects created by the 
merit scholarship scheme have proven exceptionally ef-
fective towards inspiring a keener interest in the learning 
process of students in government schools and more stu-
dents and parents are gearing up to seize the opportunity. 

This is a welcome development, and while the genuine 
interest in investing in the future generation was by itself 
enough to merit the scheme celebratory status, the positive 
effect it has had on parents, teachers and students makes the 
CM’s Merit Scholarship Scheme even more praiseworthy. 

What has made the intent behind the scheme even 
more admirable is the willingness of the policy makers 
and the executive to make honest course corrections to 
refine the scheme and keep it transparent. The reference 
here is to the dodge attempted by a government school 
teacher who managed to show his ward, studying in a 
private school, as a government school student to win a 
berth in the merit list. The teacher and others involved 
were suspended from service and the merit list corrected 
to ensure that only children who had begun their educa-
tion in government schools and remained there, received 
the chance to compete for selection. That was in the ear-
lier years of the scheme. Since then, things have not been 
as earnest and there have been some wobbles. But that is 
expected in any ambitious programme being executed by 
less than inspired officers. The idea, however, still holds 
strength and its inspirational quality has not dimmed. 
That is praiseworthy.

It is however important that the “merit” aspect of the 
scheme and the transparent process are sustained, because 
in the event that these are subverted, the intended benefi-
ciaries will be made to suffer a double denial in that while 
they are invited to dream big, they are refused a level playing 
field. Maybe, in later years, an open scholarship test (open to 
private school students as well) with fewer seats can be held 
so that more can partake from this distinguished effort. After 
all, not too many private schools offer exceptional education. 
That said, it goes without saying that the CM’s Merit Scholar-
ship Scheme ranks among the best initiatives undertaken for 
the young in Sikkim. It is exciting to think of how many more 
confident, proud and open minds this scheme can groom for 
the State in the coming years. 

This scheme deserves a definite two thumbs up! And 
this brings one to wonder why it has not attracted wider 
comment from the people at large and their civil society 
or even the political spectrum which might be in the Op-
position but is still in Sikkim?

WRITE US: 
Readers are invited to comment on, criticise, run 
down, even appreciate if they like something in 
this paper. Letters carrying abusive/ indecorous 
language and personal attacks, except when 
against people responsible in this newspaper 
(who are fair game), will have to be ignored. 
Letters which carry forward a conversation or 
initiate a dialogue will command immediate 
attention and receive prominence.  Mail us at: 
news@summittimes.com

huge success in Business is largely Based on luck 

A Finnish Phenomenon: Where students learn 
how to ask, not only answer, questions

CheNGwei LiU
theconversation.com

Bestselling business books promise to teach you 
the winning formula and reveal the secrets of 

success. But the inconvenient truth is that excep-
tional successes in business are largely based on 
luck. No rule exists for achieving exceptional per-
formance because it usually requires doing some-
thing different or novel and there can be no recipe 
for such innovation.

My new research provides systematic evidence 
that luck plays a critical role in such performance, 
not only in business but also in music, movies, sci-
ence and professional sports. A key finding is that 
more can be gained by paying more attention to 
“second best”.

Let’s look at the music industry. If a new band 
or musician has a top-20 hit, should a music la-
bel immediately try to sign them? My analysis 
of 8,297 acts in the US Billboard 100 from 1980 
to 2008 would suggest not. Music label bosses 
should instead be looking to sign up those reach-
ing positions between 22 and 30, the “second 
best” in the charts.

A common feature of many artists charting in 
the top ranks is that they enjoyed a “runaway suc-
cess”. A classic example is Gangnam Style by Kore-
an artist PSY. The music video went viral beyond 
anyone’s foresight. Since such an outcome involved 
exceptional luck, PSY’s success is unsustainable. 
In fact, artists charting in the top 20 will likely see 
their next single achieve between 40 and 45 on 
average, regressing disproportionally more to the 
mean than their lower performing counterparts.

Those charting between 22 and 30, meanwhile, 
have the highest predicted future rank for their 
next single. Their less exceptional performanc-
es suggests that their successes depends less on 
luck, making their performances a more reliable 
predictor of their merit as well as future perfor-
mances. This is where music label bosses will find 
the hidden gems.

The same happens in the business world. For 
example, the fastest growing firms – such as 

those on Fortune’s 100 Fastest Growing Compa-
nies list – usually attract the most media atten-
tion, investment and imitation. My results show 
that the consecutive-year growth rates of firms 
are almost random but a systematic “less-is-
more effect” can occur.

So businesses with the top current growth rate 
(more than 34% per annum) have a significantly 
lower expected growth rate next year than firms 
with a high but less extreme current growth rate 
(between 32% and 34% per annum). This suggests 
that top performers are not only luckier than the 
rest, but also become predictably worse.

However, selling the problematic idea of learn-
ing from the most successful continues to prosper. 
For example, many business bestsellers, such as 
In Search of Excellence, the most widely owned 
book in the US between 1986 and 2006, share a 
formula. First, select a few successful firms that 
beat the odds and achieve excellence. Then anal-
yse the shared practices of these firms from when 
they moved from “good to great” and frame these 
practices as the principles for others that aspire to 
become great.

An overlooked caveat is that the exceptional 
performances featured in these bestsellers typi-
cally do not last. Take the 50 firms featured in the 
three most popular business bestsellers: In Search 
of Excellence, Good to Great and Built to Last. My 
research shows that the significant improvements 
of these firms (good to great) before being featured 
were followed by systematic disappointments. Of 
the 50, 16 failed within five years after the books 
were published and 23 became mediocre as they 
under-performed in the S&P 500 index (which rep-
resents the average performance expectation of the 
500 largest public companies in the US).

Only five out of the remaining 11 firms main-
tained a similar level of excellence compared 
to when they were featured in the books. What 
happened after becoming great is clearly not 
enduring greatness but, instead, strong regres-
sion to the average.

Nevertheless, such a misleading “success for-
mula” is still very popular in business media and 

education. There is a growing number of lists that 
feature top-performing firms, CEOs and entrepre-
neurs. One possible reason for this may be a fun-
damental paradox in human behaviour: the more 
uncertain the world becomes, the more people 
seek out and rely on seemingly certain solutions 
and strong leaders.
ThE BuSINESS OF LuCK

Management research and education should fo-
cus on prescriptive theories that can help business 
practitioners move from “incompetent to OK”, rath-
er than focusing on those that address how to move 
from “good to great”. But current management the-
ories and many business management bestsellers 
focus on the latter, even though being “great” in 
business is often primarily a matter of luck.

Such reference to luck is rare in management 
research. A review of the use of luck in leading 
management journals suggests that only 2% of 
articles mention the word. Business media and 
educators need to acknowledge that we have a 
lot of offer to help practitioners to make fewer 
mistakes in business and everyday life, but there 
is little we can teach about how to become excep-
tionally successful.

This poses a challenge to modern societies re-
garding how to deal with successes. We are hard-
wired to reward and imitate the most successful. 
But when the most successful in modern societies 
are no longer a reliable benchmark, overlooking 
such a mismatch sees us continuing to reward their 
luck and augment the inequality.

Hiring “stars” or copying the practices of the 
most successful not only leads to predicable dis-
appointment but also encourage cheating because 
there is no other way to replicate their exceptional 
good luck. The business world needs to balance the 
accounts of exceptional performance and take a far 
more judgemental look at the effects of luck and the 
benefits of being second – or even third or fourth – 
best. Blindly rewarding successes strengthens the 
myth of meritocracy and invites fraud.

[the writer is Associate Professor of 
Strategy and Behavioural Science, Warwick 

Business School, University of Warwick]

ThEODORE ChRISTOu
theconversation.com

All four teacher unions in Ontario 
are in the midst of labour unrest.

Teachers in Ontario have long had 
the right to strike, and when the prov-
ince threatened this right in 2012, the 
courts upheld it.

While the list of particular negoti-
ating points between the government 
and the four unions depends on the 
situation, there are common priori-
ties: funding, class sizes, job security 
and salary.

When we examine the past 20 
years of education strife in Ontario, 
it’s clear that labour unrest has be-
come a response to a wider failure 
to adequately invest both financially 
and imaginatively in schooling.

Playing politics with schools is not 
an anomaly, it has become the norm. 
It is exhausting, particularly for the 
province’s public educators, parents 
and students.

Perhaps it’s time for Ontario res-
idents to look elsewhere. We have 
had to imagine and invent the kinds 
of schools we wanted in the past. We 
can always re-imagine them.

What about Finland? What can 
we learn from a place where the 
government is led by Sanna Marin, a 
34-year-old woman with new ideas 
about old institutions?

Recently, I was welcomed into 
Helsinki schools to observe and learn 
about what the Finns call “phenome-
non-based learning” — a philosophy 
that supports their schooling.

Finland has been on the radar of 
international educators for nearly a 
decade for various reasons, includ-
ing high rankings in the international 

game of right answers (also known as 
the Program for International Student 
Assessment or PISA) and a well-de-
fined international marketing plan for 
Finnish educational ideas. The world is 
increasingly aware of the pride Finnish 
people have in education.

Finland is one of the top global in-
vestors in education, spending a larg-
er fraction of its GDP on education 
than Canada. 
PhENOMENON-BASED LEARNING

Phenomenon-based learning is a 
distinctly Finnish approach to inqui-
ry learning in schools. It means lead-
ing students to ask big questions that 
don’t have easy answers.

Labour action, as an example, 
could be a phenomenon that would 
keep most students engaged for 
many months.

It’s also a brand, because it’s mar-
keted as a distinctly Finnish approach 
rooted in the Finnish context.

Books on phenomenon-based 
learning can be found in tourist 
shops and on display during Helsinki 
Education Week, and programs have 
been promoted as part of Finland’s 
educational reforms. This branding is 
intentional and explicit, which is re-
freshing in the marketplace of ideas 
in which we live.

Ontario, too, has inquiry linked 
into its curricula, notably in social 
studies and history. Ontario’s stu-
dents are familiar with science proj-
ects or social studies units, but in 
Finland, inquiry is all encompassing. 
It requires students to step outside 
of subjects to ask broader questions 
that aren’t limited to what needs to be 
covered in the curriculum.
ChOPPING WOOD AT SChOOL

On my trip, during a visit to a 

third-grade classroom, all the stu-
dents were engaged with a particu-
lar phenomenon: How would we re-
spond to a loss of electricity?

Children were chopping wood, 
deciding how to divide resources and 
making paper airplanes.

Where would such an approach 
come from? Academics like me are 
trained to look for the ways that re-
search affects practice in education.

The ideas of John Dewey have in-
fluenced Finnish education, as outlined 
by Finnish educator and researcher 
Pasi Sahlberg. Dewey was an influential 
20th century American philosopher 
who is often associated with democrat-
ic living and engagement in meaning-
ful activities in schools.

Sahlberg writes that “Dewey’s 
philosophy of education forms a foun-
dation for academic, research-based 
teacher education in Finland.” 

In the class I was visiting, I was 
curious to know what or how the 
teacher thought about Dewey. But the 
notion that he had impacted Finnish 
education didn’t resonate for her and 
she said phenomenon learning is a 
Finnish idea.

Her response suggests that what-
ever aspect Dewey contributed has 
indeed become a Finnish approach in 
its own right.
EDuCATION MORE ThAN SChOOL-
iNG

I asked a group of three girls in an 
upper secondary classroom (roughly, 
Grade 11) if they felt educated. 

“We know that our schools are 
impressive. You came all the way from 
Canada to talk to us about our learning. 
But you did not come across the world 
to talk about small things, right?”

She was correct. I was interested 

in getting outside of my own context 
to see what was possible. I was a host 
in a class focused on entrepreneur-
ship, where the students’ phenomena 
were start-up businesses that inte-
grated their learning and applied it to 
the real world of commerce.

“Yes, we feel educated. Some-
times we learn in the school. Doing 
phenomena like this. We also have 
classes in history and mathematics. 
But we also learn during our breaks, 
talking to each other. School plays 
a role in our education, but it is not 
only school that educates us.”

Finnish schools are also affected 
by labour action. Recently, 20,000 
children had to eat cold meals as ser-
vice sector strikes made it difficult 
for them to have their warm meals 
served as per custom in early child-
hood settings.
SChOOLING AND EDuCATION

Why should Canadians pay atten-
tion to education elsewhere? Even in 
our own provinces, it is a challenge to 
understand the intricacies of school-
ing elsewhere across the country.

Schools are not fixed, nor are 
their structures. We have made 
them up and so way could change 
them. And we should not confuse 
schooling with education.

Travel, through books or via oth-
er means, enriches our view of the 
world and our place within it.

Everyone with something at stake 
in Ontario’s schools ought to ask: 
“What is an education for, anyway?” 
The questions we ask colour the way 
we look at our own schools and our 
educational investments.

[the writer is Professor, Social 
Studies and History Education, 

Queen’s University, Ontario]
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Mamata evokes Mahabharata, 

history to hit out at BJP
New book explores social-

business aspects of cancer care
New Delhi, Feb 4 (PTI): 
A new book by noted on-
cologist Dr B S Ajaikumar 
talks about cancer care, 
its social and business 
aspects and treatment 
in India and also nar-
rates how he founded the 
HealthCare Global chain 
of care centres.

In Excellence Has No 
Borders , he also stresses 
that proper investment 
in improving the pros-
perity and education of 
underprivileged sections 
can bring about more fo-
cus on health, both at the 
individual and the soci-
ety levels.

According to Ajaiku-
mar, cancer is the same 
everywhere and every-
one deserves the same 
kind of treatment, rich or 
poor, urban or rural.

He is of the opinion 
that when it comes to 
private healthcare, the 
role of the government is 
very important.

I find their policies 
short-sighted and lack-
ing in vision. Part of the 
reason for this is that 
government advisers are 
all government doctors 
or bureaucrats, Ajaiku-

mar argues.
It is high time we 

looked at domain experts 
to handle issues. They 
should be part of expert 
committees and come up 
with recommendations 
and policies that can be 
executed by the bureau-
crats, he suggests.

As a fledgling doctor, 
what would you choose: 
practising medicine 
in rural India or going 
abroad in search of fi-
nancial security? How 

would you face the peo-
ple who depend on you 
if your wealth is wiped 
out in the stock market? 
How would you pursue a 
dream project, knowing 
the many challenges that 
lie ahead?

Ajaikumar seeks to 
answer these questions 
in an inspiring and fasci-
nating narrative.

He details how he has 
made cancer treatment 
accessible to all and 
created the HCG chain 

of cancer hospitals 
across India.

In the book, pub-
lished by Penguin Ran-
dom House, he also tells 
about the challenges 
and successes on the 
path to becoming a doc-
torpreneur.

Ajaikumar says 
his journey has been 
an adventure in two 
worlds: India, where 
he was born, and the 
US, where he emigrat-
ed at the age of 22.

He was able to experi-
ence an advanced society 
in the US but his happi-
est moment, he says, has 
been returning to India 
for good and making a 
difference in healthcare 
by building the HCG 
chain of oncology care 
centres.

As I reflect and look to 
the future, I am amazed 
at how much more one 
can do in a country like 
India - a country where 
1 per cent of the popula-
tion controls 85 per cent 
of the wealth. The polit-
ical system is rife with 
populist ideas, where we 
seem to celebrate pover-
ty rather than prosperity, 
he writes.

He now wants to 
concentrate on edu-
cation and economic 
well-being, along with 
healthcare.

Today, India needs 
activism and account-
ability. We have a rich 
heritage and are capable 
of being an advanced 
country, if we hold gov-
ernments accountable 
and become responsible 
citizens of society, Ajai-
kumar argues.

rBi employees’ body meets Mamata over 
‘discriminatory’ recruitment sanction for Bengal

Ranaghat (WB), Feb 4 
(PTI): West Bengal Chief 
Minister Mamata Baner-
jee on Tuesday evoked 
both ‘Mahabharata’ 
and history to hit out at 
archrival BJP and urged 
the people of the coun-
try to unite to save the 
country. She called BJP 
a “party of Dussasanas”, 
the brother of Kaurava 
prince Duryodhana in 
the epic ‘Mahabhara-
ta’ and “offsprings of 
Muhammad-bin-Tugh-
laq”, the Sultan of Del-
hi from 1325-1351 
known in history for his 
eccentric ways.

Lambasting the saf-
fron party for trying to 

forcibly implement the 
Citizenship Amendment 
Act, the National Regis-
ter of Citizens and the 
National Population Reg-
ister, the TMC supremo, 
who has been among the 
strident critics of the BJP, 
said she would stop it 
“anyhow”.

“The NPR, NRC and 
CAA are like black magic”, 
she said and urged the 
people of the country to 
unite to save the nation.

“We(TMC) are not a 
party of Dussasanas like 
the BJP.

They are the offsprings 
of Muhammad-bin-Tugh-
laq and people must unite 
to save the country from 

them,” Banerjee said while 
speaking at a public ral-
ly at Ranaghat in Nadia 
district.

Continuing to voice 
her opposition to the 
proposed country-wide 
NRC, she wondered 
whether the BJP-led gov-
ernment at the Centre 
would throw her out of 
the country because she 
do not have her mother’s 
birth certificate.

The chief minister 
said despite her assur-
ances over 30 people 
have so far died in the 
state because of the pan-
ic over the proposed im-
plementation of the citi-
zens register.

Kobe Bryant’s death put life in 
perspective for me: Virat Kohli
hamilton, Feb 4 (PTI): In-
dia captain Virat Kohli on 
Tuesday said the death of 
NBA legend Kobe Bryant 
in a helicopter crash has 
impacted his outlook to-
wards life, which he feels, 
is sometimes taken for 
granted in pursuit of con-
trol over the future.

Bryant, a two-time 
Olympic gold-medallist 
and one of the most dec-
orated basketball players 
of all time, died in a heli-
copter crash last month 
along with his 13-year-
old daughter Gianna, 
who was also a budding 
hoopster.

“Firstly, it was a shock 
to everyone. I grew up 
watching those NBA 
games in the morning 
and watching what he 
did on court. But when 
someone that you have 
looked up to in some 

ways, passes away like 
that, it does put things in 
perspective,” Kohli said 
on the eve of the first 
ODI against New Zealand 
here.

“...at the end of the 
day, life can be so fickle. 
It’s so unpredictable. I 
think a lot of the times 
we get too caught up in 
the pressures of what we 
have to do tomorrow...
we really forget living life 
and enjoying life and just 
appreciating and being 

grateful for the life we 
have,” he added.

Kohli said a tragedy 
like this makes one real-
ise that nothing can be 
more important than en-
joying every moment of 
existence.

“...it did put things in 
perspective for me mas-
sively. It just makes you 
feel like not wanting to 
have control of things in 
front of you all the time, 
and just embracing life 
and appreciating it.

“You start looking at 
things from a different 
point of view suddenly 
and you want to enjoy ev-
ery moment you’re going 
through. You realise that 
what you’re doing at the 
end of the day is not the 
most important thing. 
The most important 
thing is life itself,” Kohli 
signed off.

Kolkata, Feb 4 (PTI): 
A two-member delega-
tion of the Reserve Bank 
Employees’ Association 
on Tuesday met West 
Bengal Chief Minister 
Mamata Banerjee over 
the “discriminatory” re-
cruitment sanction for 
the state.

The delegation said 

that of the total 926 posts 
of RBI assistants notified 
across the country, only 
10 were for West Bengal.

“We met Mamata Ba-
nerjee and highlighted 
the partisan and discrim-
inatory policy of RBI. She 
expressed displeasure 
over the issue and as-
sured us that she would 

write to the RBI governor 
and the Union finance 
minister about it,” As-
sociation secretary San-
tupada Majumder said.

Majumder said that 
Banerjee also advised 
Trinamool Congress 
MPs to raise the issue in 
both Houses of the Par-
liament.

Targeting Olympic medal, 
Mirabai watchful of her fitness
Kolkata, Feb 4 (PTI): In-
dia’s only Olympic medal 
hopeful weightlifter, Mi-
rabai Chanu’s main aim 
is to stay injury-free in 
the build-up to the final 
round of the qualifica-
tions in April where she 
targets to lift a personal 
best of 210 kilograms.

Having recovered 
fully from a back injury 
that forced her out of the 
2018 Asian Games, the 
2017 world champion 
has progressed gradually 
from a total of 199kg to 
201kg, and in the Senior 
Nationals here on Tues-
day, she improved it to 
203kg, thereby bettering 
her own national record.

“I tried 207kg today 
but lost balance but I’m 
confident that I will be 
able to lift 210kg at the 
Asian Championships,” 
Mirabai said after win-
ning the women’s 49kg 
category gold.

“But the most import-
ant thing is to stay free 
from injury which is very 
common in our sport. 
So, I got to be watchful. 
It’s also about staying 
relaxed when there’s no 
training. I love to listen 
to music to relax. I also 
take sauna and steam 
bath three times a week 
for better performance,” 
she said.

Mirabai is also keep-
ing a close watch on her 
diet so that she keeps her 
weight in check ahead of 
the Asian Championships 
in Nur-Sultan from April 
16 to 25, the final Olym-
pic qualification.

“I eat boiled food and 
more of red meat. I stay 
away from oil and spicy 
food. Pressure is always 
there when whole of In-
dia is expecting a med-
al. But I am happy that 
I have the chance to do 
something for India, so 
I will put my best foot 
forward,” Mirabai, who 
had a disappointing cam-
paign at the 2016 Rio 
Olympics, said.

She is currently 
ranked fourth in the 
world behind the Chi-
nese duo of Huihua Jiang 
(212kg) and Zhihui Hou 
(211kg), and Korean Ri 

Song Gum (209kg). A to-
tal of 13 lifters will make 
the cut for Tokyo Olym-
pics in every category 
after the the Kazakhstan 
event.

Training at NIS Pati-
ala national camp meant 
that Mirabai has not 
gone home to Manipur 
for long and she misses 
her favourite dish Irom-
ba, a curry made with 
fermented fish as an in-
gredient.

“I miss it but at the 
end of the day we are 
here to achieve some-
thing for our country 
and that’s the priority. I 
will visit my home once 
I achieve something big,” 
Mirabai signed off.

National coach Vijay 
Sharma said his ward is 
on the right track for To-
kyo Olympics.

“We missed two lifts, 
if she had cleared one 
(either in snatch or clean 
and jerk), we could have 
achieved the target here. 
Our target here was be-
tween 203-205kg,” Shar-
ma said.

“She was not at 
her peak from. It’s the 
pre-competition peri-
od. Our target was this 
only. We wanted to give 
a check and I think she is 
on right track.”

Mirabai’s next target 
is to achieve 210kg in the 
Asian Championships.

“We have planned our 
journey as per our limits. 
We don’t want to rush 
things, keeping injuries 
in mind. But I’m strongly 
hopeful we can make it,” 
Sharma said.

On the Chinese chal-
lenge, he said: “They have 
been doing 210kg-plus 
for last four years. But we 
have gradually improved 
from 194kg and reached 
203kg today.”

“The Chinese may 
have achieved 211kg-
212kg in other compe-
titions but at Olympic 
level, I think a gold will 
come in range of 207kg-
210kg,” he said, strongly 
hoping that Mirabai will 
win India’s first gold in 
weightlifting since Kar-
nam Malleswari’s bronze 
in Sydney 2000. 

Over 12,000 cases in foreigners Tribunals in Assam: Govt

Bharti Airtel posts Rs 1,035 cr loss in Q3 FY20

New Delhi, Feb 4 (PTI): 
Over 12,000 cases were 
transferred to the For-
eigners Tribunals in As-
sam for determination of 
the status of suspected 
illegal immigrants, the 
Lok Sabha was informed 
on Tuesday.

Union Minister of 
State for Home Ni-
tyanand Rai said a total 
of 1,381 people were 
currently in detention 
centres, also called hold-
ing centres, in Assam.

As per the informa-
tion furnished by the 
government of Assam, 
number of cases referred 
to the Foreigners Tri-
bunals in Assam during 
last three years: in 2017 
9,457 cases, in 2018 
2,051 cases and in 2019 
(up to November) 599 
cases, he said replying to 
a written question.

The minister said 
as per the information 
received from the gov-
ernment of Assam, the 

number of detenues kept 
in holding centre (erst-
while Detention Centre) 
in the last three years, 
after declaration as for-
eigners by the Foreigners 
Tribunal are: Goalpara 
209 people; Kokrajhar 
105; Silchar 79; Tezpur 
661; Jorhat 286; Dibru-
garh 41.

A total of 761 de-
tenues were also re-
leased from the deten-
tion centres in last three 
years, he said.

New Delhi, Feb 4 (PTI): 
Telecom operator Bharti 
Airtel on Tuesday posted 
a consolidated loss of Rs 
1,035 crore for the third 
quarter ended December 
31, 2019.

The company had re-
corded a profit of Rs 86 
crore a year ago.

The company’s reve-
nue, however, increased 
by 8.5 per cent to Rs 
21,947 crore for Decem-
ber quarter compared to 
Rs 20,231 crore in the 
same period last year.

“While tariff revision 
undertaken in Decem-
ber 2019 is a welcome 

step towards repairing 
the financial health of 
the industry, we believe 
tariffs must go up further 
for enabling the indus-
try to invest in emerging 
technologies,” Gopal Vit-
tal, MD and CEO, India & 
South Asia, Bharti Airtel 
said in a statement.

Bharti Airtel India 
revenue rose seven per 

cent to 15,797 crore, 
compared to the same 
period of 2018-19.

For the second quar-
ter ended September 
2019, Bharti Airtel had 
posted its highest ever 
net loss of 23,045 crore 
after provisioning of Rs 
28,450 crore on account 
of the Supreme Court rul-
ing on statutory dues.
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Zidane swaps sparkle for steel to 
win the Madrid derby that matters

SID LOWE
Madrid, 04 Feb [theGuard-
ian]: “Keep calm,” Zinedine 
Zidane said, but back in Ma-
drid it was hot and it was late 
and it wasn’t easy to sleep. In 
Torrejón, out of the city to the 
north-east, the presses were 
rolling on and the lorries were 
rolling out, a special 4am edi-
tion meaning those that had 
slept awoke to the news from 
across the Atlantic. It was late 
July and Real Madrid had just 
shipped seven against Atlético 
in New York. “3-7!” shouted the 
cover of Marca in shock. “One 
great team and one team in 
ruins,” judged the front of AS. 
“We treated it like a friendly 
and they didn’t,” Sergio Ramos 
insisted but still he was “pissed 
off” and the verdicts were 
in. “Historic humiliation.” “A 
scandalous, painful battering 
of a pitiful Madrid.” “A rag doll 
thrown about by a hurricane.”

The headlines were fierce 
then and funny now, a thesau-
rus throwing up “embarrass-
ing”, “shameful”, “disgraceful”, 
“ridiculed”. This was a “di-
saster”, a “bath for the ages” 
- a real whitewash, in other 
words. It had been “bloody”, 
a “massacre”; Atlético had 
“steamrollered” a Madrid team 
“full of holes, letting in water 
everywhere,” a side with “no 
pace, no desire, no ideas”, “no 
football, no fight, and no plan” 
No matter that it was pre-sea-
son, Atlético were the future, 
Madrid the past; Diego Sime-
one had taught Zidane a les-
son. “Atlético rule the capital: 
there will be a

Before and After this.” The 
next day, time to digest it, one 
cover declared “Red alert!” 
Another saw “black clouds 
gather.” There would be “deep 
scars” and “dramatic conse-
quences”. Everything must go!

But if you can keep your 
head when all about you are 
losing theirs and blaming it on 

you, you’ll be Zidane, my son. 
Asked in New York what he was 
going to do, Madrid’s manager 
replied: “Carry on.” He was go-
ing to “keep calm”; he had lost 
this derby, but there would be 
more and they would matter. 
“I’m certain I have a team that 
will compete and that’s that,” 
he said. “We’re going to see 
good things. Our season will be 
good, I’m convinced.”

Six months on and 5,768km 
east, Madrid beat Atlético 1-0. 
Saturday was the third time 
they had met since New York 
- they drew 0-0 at the Metro-
politano and Madrid won the 
Super Cup in Jeddah - and the 
first time Atlético had lost in 
the league at the Bernabéu for 
seven years. It also left Madrid 
top, 13 points ahead of their 
neighbours, who are out of 
the Cup too, defeated by third 
tier Cultural Leonesa. The 
Bernabéu sang for Simeone to 
stay, giggles going round the 
ground. Under pressure, for 
the first time there are doubts 
he will. Worse, there are even 
doubts he should.

As for Zidane, there are 

none, not now. His position 
may never have been stron-
ger – and, no, maybe not even 
after he won his first European 
Cup, or his second, completing 
a double with the league, or his 
third. Even that very morning, 
in the team’s Kiev hotel, there 
were those on the inside - high 
up on the inside - openly ques-
tioning him. In the summer, 
some were again. All the way 
to the autumn, in fact. No more.

Zidane had walked away; 
he had then walked back in 
because they needed him, not 
least politically. He oversaw a 
three-month crossing of the 
desert, 11 dead matches, sea-
son over already. He came in 
return for promises and there 
would be “changes”, he said. 
But they were yet to be seen 
in the US and beyond. Defeat-
ed by PSG and held by Brug-
es, they suffered their worst 
Champions League start, and 
then they were defeated in 
Mallorca in October. They went 
to Istanbul needing to win; 
Zidane went needing it even 
more. Stories of the sack were 
not simply pulled from the air, 

the ghost of Mourinho emerg-
ing once more.

They have gone now. Ma-
drid have played 21 games 
since Mallorca, winning 16, 
and losing none, going top. 
They’ve racked up 33 of the 
last 39 points in the league and 
for the first time in five years, 
they reached February with 
a chance of winning all three 
trophies. Domestically, at least, 
that feels as much a probability 
as a possibility.

Everything has changed, 
except the players. New York 
might have felt like the death 
knell for many - the classic 
polls pleaded for players to be 
put out of their misery - and 
may have made Paul Pogba’s 
arrival “inevitable” (and yes, 
one paper really did say that). 
But Pogba didn’t come, Gareth 
Bale didn’t go, Madrid backing 
down on the deal at the last 
minute, and of the players who 
beat Atlético on Saturday only 
one wasn’t there last season.

Ferland Mendy’s contribu-
tion has been significant, it is 
true. The new left-back whose 
team-mates’ secret Santa gave 

him a brick at Christmas, Ma-
drid have conceded only three 
goals in 1,421 minutes in 
which he has been on the pitch. 
Equally, while he was there 
last season, Fede Valverde’s 
emergence as a regular has 
been significant, AS describ-
ing him as the “discovery of 
the century.” That’s an exag-
geration – have they never 
heard of Leo Messi, Cristiano 
Ronaldo or Diego Cervero, let 
alone Richard III in

a car park? – but he has in-
fused life into everyone around 
him. At times, in fact, it’s 
tempting to see the revival as 
starting with him, the midfield 
alive again. With Valverde on 
the pitch, Madrid’s aggregate 
score this season is 42-6; with-
out him, it is 22-17. If the per-
sonnel hasn’t changed much, 
the personality has, and he is a 
major part of that.

Beneath the surface, a shift 
was underway, which New York 
may have accelerated, even if it 
wasn’t immediately apparent. 
One illustration: Casemiro re-
acted by cutting short his hol-
iday, leaving his family head-
ing to Disneyland alone, and 
headed to Valdebebas a week 
early. There has been a culture 
shift. While everyone looked to 
Europe, Florentino Pérez tell-
ing one coach that was all that 
mattered, Zidane continually 
talked about the importance of 
the league. That, he repeated, is 
the true measure of a team and 
it was not opportunism; rather, 
it was something he insisted 
upon when Barcelona won it. 
It is the league that speaks to 
consistency, sacrifice, daily 
work. A man with enough au-
thority that he doesn’t need 
to impose it, Zidane’s mes-
sage has reached the players. 
He has recovered footballers 
whose Madrid careers, frank-
ly, seemed finished - Isco is 
the clearest example – engag-
ing everyone.

Demme and Elmas 
help resurgent Napoli 

beat Sampdoria
Milan, Feb 4 (AFP): Diego Demme and Eljif Elmas 
scored their first Serie A goals as Napoli followed 
up last weekend’s win over champions Juventus 
with a 4-2 victory at Sampdoria on Monday.

Gennaro Gattuso’s side claimed back-to-back 
league wins for just the second time this season 
to move 10th, two points off the Europa League 
berths. But a return to the Champions League re-
mains a distant hope as Napoli, who also dumped 
holders Lazio out of the Italian Cup last month, 
remain nine points behind fourth-placed Atalanta 
and Roma.

“We’re back,” declared captain Lorenzo Insig-
ne following a hard-fought game in which Samp-
doria came from two goals down to level at 2-2.

“We’re giving continuity to the work we do 
during the week with the coach. This is a victory 
for the group.

“The Champions League is feasible but we 
have to think game by game. We’ve done a lot of 
damage, but now we have to recover and get our 
season back on track.”

Arkadiusz Milik struck early for the visitors, 
nodding in the first after just three minutes off a cross 
from fellow Pole Piotr Zielinski, as a flare on the pitch in 
Genoa distracted the Sampdoria defenders.

North Macedonia international Elmas tapped 
in a second after quarter of an hour for his first 
goal in Italy’s top flight.

But Sampdoria halved the deficit with Fabio 
Quagliarella’s powerful volley on 26 minutes.

Gaston Ramirez had the ball in the back of the 
net before the hour mark with a spectacular over-
head kick, but VAR ruled that Manolo Gabbiadini’s 
arm touched the ball in the build-up.

Gabbiadini pulled Sampdoria level from the 
penalty spot with 15 minutes to go after Kostas 
Manolas tripped Quagliarella in the box.

Demme, who arrived last month from RB 
Leipzig, restored Napoli’s advantage seven min-
utes from time with Dries Mertens sweeping the 
fourth into an empty net deep into injury time.

Claudio Ranieri’s Sampdoria sit four points 
above the relegation zone.

“We must continue to believe,” said Ranieri.
“Quagliarella is playing well. We hope to see 

other similar pearls to his goal today.

ronaldo penalties 
revive Juventus while 

Lukaku lights up 
eriksen’s inter debut

Shaw makes Test comeback, Agarwal 
replaces Rohit for ODI series

hamilton, Feb 4 (PTI): Opener 
Prithvi Shaw on Tuesday made a 
comeback into the Indian Test team 
for the two-match series against 
New Zealand while Mayank Agar-
wal replaced injured Rohit Sharma 
in the ODI squad for the series be-
ginning here on Wednesday.

Shaw, who last played for India 
in October 2018, returns to the 
Test side after Rohit was ruled out 
of the series due to a left calf mus-
cle strain. The two-Test series be-
gins in Wellington on February 21.

With Rohit also ruled out of 
three-match ODI series beginning 
here on Wednesday, Mayank Agar-
wal replaces Rohit in the side and 
is in line to open alongside Shaw, 
provided K L Rahul continues to 
bat in the middle-order.

“Vice-captain Rohit Sharma 
sustained a left calf muscle strain 
during the fifth T20I against New 
Zealand at Tauranga on Sunday.

“He underwent an MRI scan in 
Hamilton on Monday. The opening 
batsman has been ruled out of the 
upcoming ODI and the Test series 
and will be referred to the National 
Cricket Academy for further man-
agement of his injury,” said the 
BCCI in a statement.

Shaw, who had made a centu-
ry on Test debut against the West 
Indies in October 2018, had last 
month received a maiden ODI call-
up for the New Zealand series.

After serving an eight-month 
doping ban last year, Shaw showed 
no signs of rustiness and was in-
stantaneously amongst the runs in 
domestic cricket with the double 
hundred against Baroda being the 
highlight.

Shaw has already been in New 
Zealand for more than two weeks 
with the A side and smashed a 150 
against New Zealand XI in his first 

innings on the tour.
His India U-19 teammate Shub-

man Gill has expectedly retained 
his place in the Test squad follow-
ing a match-saving double hun-
dred for India A against New Zea-
land on Sunday.

Both Shaw and Gill are open-
ers but the former is expected to 
open alongside Agarwal in the first 
Test at Basin Reserve. Gill, who 
smashed the double ton batting 
at number four, can also make the 
eleven as a middle-order batsman.

Gill, who has played two ODIs, 
was part of the Test squad in the 
home series against South Africa 
and Bangladesh but did not get a 
game.

Kuldeep Yadav, who did not 
make the eleven in the five T20s 
against New Zealand, has been 
dropped from the Test squad with 
the selectors going for two spe-
cialist spinner options in Ravindra 
Jadeja and Ravichandran Ashwin.

The Chinaman played his last 
Test during the tour of Australia 
in January last year and during the 

home season, Ashwin and Jadeja 
were the preferred choice.

Pacer Navdeep Saini too has 
made his way into the Test side fol-
lowing impressive performances 
in limited overs cricket. Saini had 
received his maiden Test call-up 
for the one-off Test against Afghan-
istan in 2018 but is yet to make his 
debut. However, he has gone on to 
play three ODIs and 10 T20s for 
India.

Senior pacer Ishant Sharma, 
who had twisted his ankle during a 
Ranji Trophy game last month, has 
kept his place in the side but his 
participation in the series is sub-
ject to fitness.

India’s Test squad: Virat Kohli 
(Captain), Mayank Agarwal, Prith-
vi Shaw, Shubman Gill, Cheteshwar 
Pujara, Ajinkya Rahane (vice-cap-
tain), Hanuma Vihari, Wriddhiman 
Saha (wicket-keeper), Rishabh 
Pant (wicket-keeper), Ravichan-
dran Ashwin, Ravindra Jadeja, Jas-
prit Bumrah, Umesh Yadav, Mohd. 
Shami, Navdeep Saini, Ishant Shar-
ma (subject to fitness clearance).

Rome, 04 Feb [AP]: Cris-
tiano Ronaldo convert-
ed two penalties as he 
scored for the ninth Serie 
A game in a row to give 
Juventus a somewhat 
flattering 3-0 win over 
Fiorentina on Sunday 
which kept them top of 
Serie A.

The Portuguese 
squeezed his shot under 
Bartlomiej Dragowski in 
the 40th minute before 
sending the Fiorentina 
goalkeeper the wrong 
way late in the second 
half to take his tally for 
the season to 19, includ-
ing 14 in the past nine 
games.

Defender Matthijs 
de Ligt headed the third 
goal in stoppage time to 
add to Fiorentina’s sense 
of injustice after they 
held their own for much 
of the match.

The award of the sec-
ond penalty, after Rodri-
go Bentancur went down 
under a challenge from 
Federico Ceccherini, was 
met with angry protests 
by the visitors.

“Ronaldo keeps on 
scoring, and that is good 
for his state of mind,” 
said Juve’s coach, Maur-
izio Sarri. “He’s in great 
physical shape and is 
making the difference. 
The other forwards also 
did well and the problem 
is who to leave out.”

Fiorentina, who suf-
fered their first defeat in 
five league games under 
coach Giuseppe Iachini, 
could easily have scored 
first as Federico Chiesa 
forced Wojciech Szczesny 
to make a fingertip save 
and Pol Lirola also test-
ed the Juventus ’keeper. 
Instead, Juventus were 
awarded the penalty af-
ter Miralem Pjanic’s shot 
hit German Pezzella’s 
raised hand and, after 
waiting for the referee 
to confirm his decision 
with the pitchside moni-
tor, Ronaldo scored with 
a low shot to his left. The 
Portuguese became the 
second Bianconeri play-
er to score in nine league 
games in a row after Da-
vid Trezeguet.

Marco Benassi was 
close to a Fiorentina 

equaliser after half-time 
while Dragowski did su-
perbly to block Gonzalo 
Higuaín’s close-range 
effort after a Douglas 
Costa run. Fiorentina’s 
resistance ended when 
Bentancur slalomed his 
way through the defence 
and appeared to run into 
Ceccherini. However, the 
defender had his arm 
raised and the referee 
gave a penalty which he 
confirmed after a VAR 
review. Ceccherini was 
booked for dissent and 
Ronaldo again scored 
with a shot to his left 
while Dragowski this 
time went the other way.

De Ligt outjumped 
the Fiorentina defence 
at a corner for the third 
and Ceccherini protested 
again to the referee after 
the final whistle. “The 
lads did well, we gave lit-
tle away against a great 
team,” said Iachini. “We 
could have done better 
with our final pass.”

Romelu Lukaku 
scored a quickfire sec-
ond-half double to give 
Internazionale a 2-0 
win at Udinese, ending 
their run of three suc-
cessive 1-1 league draws 
and keeping them three 
points behind Serie A 
leaders Juventus. The 
Belgian forward, who 
took his league tally for 
the season to 16, broke 
the deadlock in the 64th 
minute and converted a 
penalty seven minutes 
later for new-look Inter, 
who had been on the 
back foot for much of the 
game. Christian Eriksen 
and Victor Moses made 
their debut for Inter in 
the victory.

Ciro Immobile and Fe-
lipe Caicedo both scored 
twice in the first half as a 
rampant Lazio thrashed 
Spal 5-1 on Sunday to 
maintain their Serie A ti-
tle challenge. Immobile, 
Serie A’s leading scorer, 
took his tally to 25 league 
goals for the season as 
his side made it 12 wins 
and three draws in their 
last 15 league games.

The win left Lazio 
with 49 points, five be-
hind leaders Juventus 
with a game in hand.
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china opens virus hospital built from scratch in under two weeks
Beijing, Feb 4 (AFP): Coronavirus 
patients arrived on Tuesday at a Chi-
nese field hospital built from scratch 
in under two weeks at the frontline 
of the outbreak, state media said, fol-
lowing a round-the-clock construc-
tion marathon that became a nation-
al social media sensation.

The 1,000-bed facility was built 
to relieve hospitals swamped with 
patients in Wuhan, the city in Hu-
bei province at the epicentre of the 
national health emergency that has 
killed more in China than the 2003 
SARS outbreak.

Fifty patients arrived at the mil-
itary-run facility, the state-backed 
China Daily reported, with images 
showing workers in protective suits 
pushing people in wheelchairs up 
a ramp and into the pre-fabricated 
structure. The virus has killed more 
than 400 people and infected a fur-
ther 20,000, nearly all of them in Hu-
bei, and spread to two-dozen coun-
tries since it emerged in December 
at a market that sold wild animals in 
the city.

The World Health Organisa-
tion has declared the crisis a glob-
al health emergency, and the first 
death outside China was confirmed 
in the Philippines on Sunday.

As reports surfaced of bed short-
ages in hospitals in Wuhan, con-
struction began on Huoshenshan 
-- “Fire God Mountain” in Chinese -- 

on Friday January 24. Workers toiled 
day and night amid a forest of earth-
movers and trucks carting materials 
around the site, southwest of the 
centre of the city of 11 million.

On the side of one of the trucks, 
the isolated city’s new rallying cry 
-- “Let’s go Wuhan!” -- was written 
on a banner. All workers wore masks, 
as mandated by the authorities for the 
entire population of Wuhan, and were 
checked for fevers during their breaks.

By the following Friday, they had 
laid 400 prefabricated shipping-con-

tainer-like rooms, after setting con-
crete foundations and routing the 
power supply to the complex.

The two-floor facility was hand-
ed over to the army on Sunday and 
will be staffed with 1,400 military 
medics, including some with expe-
rience dealing with SARS and Ebola.

State media had initially report-
ed that patients would begin ar-
riving Monday -- inside the 10-day 
timeframe authorities had set out 
when construction began.

Leishenshan (“Thunder God 

Mountain”), another hospital on an 
adjacent site, is set to start admitting 
patients on Thursday, with 1,600 
beds. Fire and thunder are tradition-
ally associated in China with protec-
tion against illnesses.

Authorities said the Wuhan facil-
ities were modelled on the Xiaotang-
shan hospital in Beijing, which was 
built from prefabricated structures 
in barely a week to treat patients in-
fected by SARS in 2003.

That pathogen killed 349 people 
in China and hundreds more in Hong 

Kong and abroad.
However, with the death toll 

surging in Wuhan and elsewhere in 
Hubei province, it was not immedi-
ately clear what overall impact the 
hospitals would have on the virus 
spreading elsewhere.

The city also plans to convert 
three existing venues, including a 
gymnasium and an exhibition cen-
tre, into hospitals, the Wuhan gov-
ernment said.

The three buildings will be 
turned into healthcare facilities with 
a total of 3,400 beds to take in pa-
tients with mild symptoms.

Footage of the mammoth con-
struction effort was livestreamed 
continuously on social media and 
watched tens of millions of times.

It has also been feted endless-
ly in state media as an example of 
the decisive response to the public 
health crisis after authorities in Hu-
bei faced a torrent of public anger 
for perceived incompetence, includ-
ing delays in announcing the public 
health emergency.

Local Communist Party secre-
tary Ma Guoqiang acknowledged 
Friday that officials had worsened 
the spread of the virus by failing to 
restrict travel earlier.

When a lockdown and blanket 
travel ban were finally introduced, 
they swept up more than 50 million 
people in Wuhan and nearby cities.

hong Kong confirms death 
of patient with coronavirus

hong Kong, Feb 4 
(AFP): Hong Kong on 
Tuesday become the sec-
ond place outside of the 
Chinese mainland to report 
the death of a patient being 
treated for a new coronavi-
rus that has so far claimed 
more than 400 lives.

Medical authorities 
confirmed a 39-year-
old man who was being 
treated for the virus died 
on Tuesday morning.

The man was a resi-
dent of Hong Kong who 
had travelled last month 
to Wuhan, the Chinese 
city at the centre of the 
outbreak, returning 
home on January 23 via a 
high speed rail link.

Since emerging from 
Wuhan late last year, the 
coronavirus has infect-
ed 20,000 people across 
China and spread to 
more than 20 countries.

But so far only the 
Philippines and Hong 
Kong have reported a fa-
tality outside of the Chi-
nese mainland. Most of 

the deaths in China have 
been in Wuhan and the 
rest of surrounding Hubei 
province, much of which 
has been under lockdown 
for almost two weeks.

Hong Kong’s Hospital 
Authority said further 
details about the death 
would be released later 
on Tuesday.

Multiple local media 
outlets, citing medical 
sources, said the man 
had underlying health is-
sues that had complicat-
ed his treatment.

His death came a day 
after Hong Kong’s leader 
announced the closure of 
all but two land border 
crossings to the Chinese 
mainland in a bid to halt 
the spread of the virus.

Currently 15 peo-
ple have tested positive 
for the virus in Hong 
Kong, many of them 
people who arrived in 
the semi-autonomous 
city from the mainland. 
There has been growing 
public anger over the 

Hong Kong government’s 
response to the outbreak, 
with calls to seal the bor-
der entirely. There is 
also an acute shortage 
of masks and a strike by 
some medical workers 
that entered its second 
day on Tuesday.

While Hong Kong 
maintains close econom-
ic and cultural links to 
the Chinese mainland, a 
seething distrust of the 
authorities in Beijing 
permeates the city.

The 2003 outbreak 
of the SARS virus, which 
Beijing initially covered 
up, killed almost 300 
people in Hong Kong and 
left lasting psychological 
scars on the densely pop-
ulated city.

Distrust -- and at 
times open hostility -- 
towards mainlanders 
has been worsened by 
years of political unrest 
as Hong Kongers chafe 
under Beijing’s rule, and 
protest for greater demo-
cratic freedoms.

Kenyan 
president says 
ex-president 
Daniel arap 
Moi has died
Nairobi, Feb 4 (AP): 
Daniel arap Moi, a for-
mer schoolteacher who 
became Kenya’s lon-
gest-serving president 
and presided over years 
of repression and eco-
nomic turmoil fueled by 
runaway corruption, has 
died. He was 95.

Moi’s death was an-
nounced by President 
Uhuru Kenya in a state-
ment on the state broad-
caster on Tuesday.

Moi, who ruled Kenya 
for 24 years, had been in 
hospital for over a month.

Despite being called 
a dictator by critics, Moi 
enjoyed strong support 
from many Kenyans and 
was seen as a uniting fig-
ure when he took power 
after founding President 
Jomo Kenyatta died in of-
fice in 1978.

Some allies of the ail-
ing Kenyatta, however, 
tried to change the con-
stitution to prevent Moi, 
then the vice president, 
from automatically tak-
ing power upon Kenyat-
ta’s death.

So wary was Moi of 
any threat during that 
uncertain period that he 
fled his Rift Valley home 
when he heard of Kenyat-
ta’s death, returning only 
after receiving assuranc-
es of his safety.

In 1982 Moi’s gov-
ernment pushed through 
parliament a constitu-
tional amendment that 
made Kenya effectively 
a one-party state. Lat-
er that year the army 
quelled a coup attempt 
plotted by opposition 
members and some air 
force officers. At least 
159 people were killed.

Moi’s government 
then became more re-
pressive in dealing with 
dissent, according to a 
report by the govern-
ment’s Truth Justice and 
Reconciliation Commis-
sion that assessed his 
rule.

Political activists and 
others who dared oppose 
Moi’s rule were routinely 
detained and tortured, 
the report said, noting 
unlawful detentions and 
assassinations, including 
the killing of a foreign 
affairs minister, Robert 
Ouko.

The judiciary became 
an accomplice in the 
perpetuation of viola-
tions, while parliament 
was transformed into a 
puppet controlled by the 
heavy hand of the execu-
tive, the report said.

Corruption, especially 
the illegal allocation of land, 
became institutionalized, 
the report said, while eco-
nomic power was central-
ized in the hands of a few.

In 1991, Moi yield-
ed to demands for a 
multi-party state due 
to internal pressure, in-
cluding a demonstration 
in 1991 during which 
police killed more than 
20 people, and external 
pressure from the West.

Multi-party elections 
in 1992 and 1997 were 
marred by political and 
ethnic violence that crit-
ics asserted were caused 
by the state. By the time 
Moi left power in 2002, 
corruption had left Ken-
ya’s economy, the most 
developed in East Africa, 
with negative growth. 
Moi often blamed the 
West for bad publicity 
and the economic hard-
ships many Kenyans had 
to endure during his rule. 

Seattle City Council passes 
resolution against CAA, NRC

uk and eu clash over trade with 11 months to make a deal

BY LALIT K JhA
Washington, Feb 4 
(PTI): The Seattle City 
Council, one of the most 
powerful city councils in 
the US, on Monday unan-
imously passed a resolu-
tion condemning India’s 
recently-enacted Citi-
zenship Amendment Act 
(CAA) and the proposed 
National Register of Citi-
zens (NRC).

The new citizenship 
law passed by Parlia-
ment in December 2019 
offers citizenship to 
non-Muslim persecut-
ed religious minorities 
from Pakistan, Bangla-
desh and Afghanistan.

Reaffirming Seattle as 
a welcoming city and ex-
pressing solidarity with 
the city’s South Asian 
community regardless 
of religion and caste, the 
resolution “resolves that 
the Seattle City Council 
opposes the National 
Register of Citizens and 

the Citizenship Amend-
ment Act in India, and 
finds these policies to be 
discriminatory to Mus-
lims, oppressed castes, 
women, indigenous, and 
LGBT people”.

The Indian govern-
ment has maintained 
that the CAA, which was 
passed by the Indian Par-
liament last month, is an 
internal matter of the 
country and stressed 
that the goal is to pro-
tect the oppressed mi-
norities of neighbouring 
countries.

The NRC exercise was 
conducted in Assam on 
the directions of the Su-
preme Court.

Prime Minister Nar-
endra Modi last month 
said his government 
has never discussed the 
NRC since coming to 
power for the first time 
in 2014 and it was done 
only in Assam.

Introduced by Indian 

American City Council 
member Kshama Sawant, 
the resolution urges the 
Parliament of India to 
uphold the Indian Con-
stitution by repealing 
the CAA, and to stop the 
National Register of Cit-
izens, and take steps to-
wards helping refugees 
by ratifying various UN 
treaties on refugees.

“Seattle City’s deci-
sion to condemn CAA 
should be a message to all 
who wish to undermine 
pluralism and religious 
freedom. They cannot 
peddle in hate and big-
otry, and expect to have 
international acceptabili-
ty at the same time,” said 
Ahsan Khan, president of 
Indian-American Muslim 
Council.

Thenmozhi Sounda-
rarajan of Equality Labs, 
which organized the 
community in support of 
resolution, welcomed its 
passage. “We are proud 

of the Seattle City Council 
for standing on the right 
side of history today. Se-
attle is leading the moral 
consensus in the global 
outcry against the CAA, 
she said.

Soundararajan said 
that thousands of or-
ganizers across the 
country have called, 
e-mailed, and visited Se-
attle City Council mem-
bers to amplify this res-
olution, and it sets an 
example to cities across 
the United States.

“At a time when mem-
bers of the Indian ruling 
party sided Trump, the 
Muslim ban, and his war 
on immigrants as justifi-
cation for targeting hun-
dreds of millions of Indi-
an minorities, Americans 
have a unique respon-
sibility to stand up and 
speak about this human 
rights crisis. We are glad 
that Seattle is leading the 
way on this,” she said.

London, Feb 4 (AP): Britain and 
the European Union set out clash-
ing opening gambits on striking 
a post-Brexit trade deal, making 
it clear that each side is willing 
to walk away without an agree-
ment rather than compromise 
on key issues.

UK Prime Minister Boris John-
son sent a bravado-filled salvo to-
ward Brussels on Monday, three 
days after Britain left the bloc, the 
first country to exit.

In a speech to business lead-
ers and international diplomats 
in London, Johnson said, “We 
want a free trade agreement”, but 
not at any cost.

“I see no need to bind our-
selves to an agreement with the 
EU,” he said, insisting that the 
UK would “restore full sovereign 
control” over its borders, rules 
and economy.

EU chief negotiator Michel Bar-
nier was equally emphatic that 
the EU’s 27 remaining nations 
wouldn’t agree to any British trade 
deal just to avoid a costly, chaot-
ic “no-deal” at the start of 2021, 
when an 11-month post-Brexit 
transition period ends.

“We are in favour of free trade, 
but we are not going to be naive,” 
Barnier said. “If the request is to 
have broad access to a market of 
450 million European consum-
ers, zero tariffs, zero quotas that 
won’t happen for nothing, or in 

any kind of condition.”  In their di-
vorce agreement, Britain and the 
EU agreed to strike an “ambitious, 
broad, deep and flexible partner-
ship”, including a free trade deal 
and agreements for security and 
other areas.

The details are to be worked 
out during a transition period 
lasting until the end of 2020, in 
which relations stay essentially 
unchanged. For the rest of this 
year the UK will continue to follow 
EU rules, although it will no longer 
have a say in EU decision-making.

After that, a cliff-edge looms. 
But Johnson insisted the choice 
facing Britain was not “deal or no 
deal”. “The question is whether 
we agree a trading relationship 
with the EU comparable to Can-
ada’s or more like Australia’s,” 
Johnson said.

Australia does not have a free-
trade deal with the EU, and Aus-
tralia-style trade would mean a 
panoply of new tariffs and other 
barriers between the UK and the 
EU, its near neighbour and biggest 
trading partner.

Britain is aiming for a “Can-
ada-style” free trade agreement 
with the EU, which would elimi-
nate almost all tariffs and cover 
both goods and services. But it is 
adamant it won’t agree to follow 
the EU’s entire rule book in return 
for unfettered trade because it 
wants to be free to diverge in order 

to strike other new deals around 
the world. The bloc insists there 
can be no trade deal unless Britain 
agrees to a “level playing field” and 
doesn’t undercut EU regulations, 
especially when it comes to the 
environment, workers’ rights and 
health and safety standards.

“There is no such thing like a 
free ride to the (EU’s) single mar-
ket. It is always rights and obliga-
tions in a good balance,” EU Com-
mission President Ursula von der 
Leyen said.

Johnson, however, doubled 
down on Britain’s tough stance in 
Monday’s speech. Even as he set 
out a vision of trade that would im-
pose new barriers between Britain 
and the EU, Johnson said the UK 
would become a champion of free 
trade in a world where “the pro-
tectionists are gaining ground”. 
And he sought to allay EU fears 
that a post-Brexit UK will slash 
workplace and environmental 
protections in order to gain a 
competitive edge.

“The UK will maintain the high-
est standards in these areas better, 
in many respects, than those of the 
EU without the compulsion of a 
treaty,” Johnson said.

His bullish message was aimed 
as much at a domestic audience as 
it was at the bloc, but EU leaders 
are unlikely to be reassured by 
what they’ll see as British intransi-
gence and wishful thinking.  
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BEAUTY FROM WITHIN!  The model, Shanina Shaik joins HUM Nutrition for a 
workout at DOGPOUND LA.

the BIG
PIC

ARIES: Some people marry their child-
hood sweethearts and live happily ever 
after. Others serendipitously meet their 
soulmates in the evening of their lives 
after two failed marriages and several 
heartbreaks. Then there are those who 
have the privilege of meeting the one, 
but they take years and years to find 
their way into each other’s arms. 
Tip: Trust what’s happening behind the 
scenes for you.
TAuRuS: Wise words by Rupi Kaur to 
give your perspective on what you are 
experiencing right now: “It was when I 
stopped searching for home within oth-
ers and lifted the foundations of home 
within myself, that I found there were no 
roots more intimate than those between 
mind and body that have decided to be 
whole.” Your thoughts exactly. 
Tip: You are finding a sense of home 
within yourself.
GEMINI: How we perceive ourselves de-

fines our relationships with not just the 
self, but also the world. Where are you 
vibrating at, Gemini? Do you believe you 
are being of light who is worthy of being 
loved? Give yourself the love and care 
you deserve, wild one. Address the old 
wounds that are keeping you from mak-
ing space for the one. 
Tip: Claim your independence.
CANCER: There is more than enough to 
go around, Cancer. So where does the 
feeling of lack arise from? Could our own 
limited beliefs be creating a sense of 
mistrust? Awareness is the first step to 
breaking old patterns and making space 
for the good stuff to enter. Continue to 
address the limiting beliefs. 
Tip: You are connected to the cosmic 
flow of Abundance.
LEO: Those who resort to aggression 
in order to make a point are usually 
the weakest. Understand the difference 
between assertiveness and aggression. 

Course correct if you have chosen the 
latter. What Spirit wants you to know: 
there is a way to stand up for your beliefs 
without going to war. 
Tip: Choose assertiveness over aggression.
VIRGO: Two’s a party, three’s a crowd. 
Now that we have this out of the way, 
let’s talk about you, Virgo. What are you 
going to do with this precious life of 
yours? Why do you keeping selling your-
self short or settling for less-than-per-
fect love? You’ve been seeing the signs 
for a while now. 
Tip: It’s better to fly solo than to hold 
onto a relationship causing you harm.
LIBRA: Libra, you’re a beautiful amal-
gam of the mother and the crone, offer-
ing a warm cup of cocoa and sage advice 
to your soul circle. While giving uncon-
ditionally is truly a gift, today, you’re be-
ing asked to turn your energy inwards. 
While, you’re at it, refresh your bucket list 
and do at least one thing that brings you 

joy and awakens that spirit of playfulness. 
Tip: Live a little.
SCORPIO: The trouble is, we save our 
kindness and compassion for the world, 
while being unkind to ourselves in pri-
vate. Pay attention to that inner dialogue, 
Scorpio. The words you are choosing in 
order to communicate with yourself. Re-
place judgements with openness.
Tip: Let your self-talk be a source of em-
powerment.
SAGITTARIuS: Today, you’re in the 
mood to up your style game as you find 
a sustainable answer to the eternal di-
lemma of ‘I have nothing to wear’. First 
things first, Marie Kondo your wardrobe. 
Donate the things that no longer fit right 
or spark joy. You always have the option 
to lend it to a friend who resonates with 
that particular style. 
Tip: Reinvent your style.
CAPRICORN: Your heart isn’t breaking, 
Capricorn. It’s simply coming together. 

Allow the old wounds to resurface. Con-
sciously work through emotional entan-
glements in order to find your freedom. 
You will find that your relationships will 
evolve in the process. 
Tip: Embrace the in-between.
AQuARIuS: What if your experiences 
have the power to add value to the life 
of another? Don’t shy away from holding 
space for a circle or sharing your nar-
rative with those who matter. There’s a 
reason storytelling was considered as a 
form of medicine in ancient cultures. 
Tip: Storytelling is a form of medicine, Aquarius.
PISCES: Cosmic truth: everybody experi-
ences emotional pain at some point. Should 
that keep you from radiating like the sun, or 
believing that you deserve to be loved in the 
right way? Anything but. You’re at a point in 
your journey where you are integrating the 
past lessons and seeing your experiences 
through the eyes of wisdom. 
Tip: A period of deep healing is on the cards.

Rishi Kapoor 
discharged 

from hospital, 
back home

Mumbai, Feb 4 (PTI): Veteran actor 
Rishi Kapoor on Tuesday said he was 
back home after being discharged 
from a Delhi hospital where he was 
diagnosed with a “patch which could 
have led to pneumonia”.

There were reports that the 
67-year-old actor, who was in the 
capital to attend a family function, 
was admitted to a hospital.

In a series of tweets, Kapoor 
said he had caught an infection due 
to “pollution” while shooting in the 
city. He also thanked his well-wish-
ers for their concern. “Dear family, 
friends, foes and followers. I have 
been overwhelmed by all your con-
cern about my health. Thank you. I 
have been filming in Delhi past 18 
days and because of the pollution 
and my low count of neutrophils, I 
caught an infection whereby I had to 
be hospitalized,” the actor wrote on 
the microblogging site.

Kapoor, who is under treatment, 
said he decided to issue a clarifi-
cation as “people seem to have as-
sumed a lot different”. The actor re-
turned to India last September after 
undergoing treatment for cancer in 
the US for almost a year.

“I was running a slight fever and 
on investigation, doctors found a 
patch which could have led to pneu-
monia, was detected and is being 
cured. People seem to have assumed 
a lot different. I put to rest all those 
stories and look forward to enter-
tain and love you. I am now in Mum-
bai,” he continued. Last week amid 
reports of hospitalisation, the actor 
told PTI he was being treated for 
an “infection”. Kapoor recently an-
nounced his next project, a remake 
of Hollywood film “The Intern”, in 
which he will feature alongside 
Deepika Padukone.

rocker dee snider attacks shakira and 
jennifer lopez’s super Bowl halftime show

Miami, 04 Feb: Dee Snider did not like 
what he saw during Sunday’s Super 
Bowl halftime show.

The Twisted Sister frontman crit-
icized Jennifer Lopez and Shakira for 
what he considered too sexy perfor-
mances for the NFL’s family-friendly au-
dience, and insisted a rock band would 
have brought a different vibe.

“Beginning to pole humping, ass 
slapping, ass shaking end. If that’s the 
requirements for a half-time show, 
none of the rock bands I know can or 
will do that. #justsayin,” Snider tweeted 
Sunday night.

Shakira and Lopez performed a med-
ley of their hits, with Shakira dancing, 
playing instruments, surfing through the 
crowd, and shaking her hips while sing-
ing “Hips Don’t Lie.”

Lopez arrived on a stripper pole, 
shimmied and belted out several songs, 
including “Jenny From the Block.”

Snider was apparently upset about 
the performances all night, and took 
to Twitter again this morning to let off 
more steam.

This time he responded to a Boston 
sports fan who called for the rocker to 

headline next year’s show, adding that 
he’s sure the longtime performer “could 
climb the pole too.” Snider’s response: 
“Yes…but I refuse to shake my ass or let 
someone slap it on stage!” It’s not sur-
prising Snider disapproved of Lopez and 
Shakira’s high-octane set.

In September after the NFL an-
nounced the two Latin superstars would 
be headlining the show, he voiced his an-
ger on social media.

“WTF!? @shakira and @jlo for this 
year’s @nfl halftime show!? Once again 
the great heavy music that rocks the sta-
diums week after week, game after game 
is completely ignored. I guess we don’t 
shake our ass enough!!” Snider tweeted 
on September 26.

After cooling down a bit, he re-
turned to the subject and insisted rock 
gets “no respect.”

“My point about this years @NFL 
halftime show isn’t a slight on @shaki-
ra or @JLo, it’s frustration that week af-
ter week rock is the go to music during 
games but gets no respect when it comes 
to the Super Bowl! And I don’t think I’m 
popular enough for that slot. But @Me-
tallica…” he wrote.

Weinstein accuser to face 
cross-examination at NYC trial

New York, Feb 3 (AP): A key accuser in the 
the New York City rape trial of Harvey Wein-
stein is set to face a potentially gruelling 
cross-examination about why she maintained 
a relationship with him despite her allega-
tions that the once-powerful movie mogul 
sexually assaulted her.

The 34-year-old woman, who will return 
to the witness stand Monday, told jurors last 
week that Weinstein trapped her in a New 
York hotel room in March 2013, and angrily 
ordered her to undress as he loomed over her, 
and then raped her.

Still, she kept in touch, sending him flat-
tering emails, because “his ego was so frag-
ile,” she said, and it “made me feel safe, wor-
shipping him in this sense. I wanted to be 
perceived as innocent and naive.” A second 
attack came eight months later at a Los Ange-
les hotel, where she worked as a hairdresser, 
after she told Weinstein that she was dating 
an actor, she said.

“You owe me one more time!” he screamed, 
she said. She said she begged him not to take 
off her clothes, but he said, “I don’t have time 

for games,” and ripped off her pants before 
pushing her legs apart and raping her.

The testimony comes at a pivotal moment 
in the trial of Weinstein, whose downfall en-
ergised the #MeToo movement. He is charged 
in New York with the 2013 rape and also sex-
ually assaulting Mimi Haleyi, a former “Proj-
ect Runway” production assistant, in 2006. A 
conviction could put him behind bars for the 
rest of his life.

Weinstein, 67, has insisted that any sexual 
encounters were consensual. His lawyers aim 
to raise doubts about the rape accuser’s cred-
ibility by seizing on her complicated history 
with the former film producer.

The alleged rape victim caused a stir Fri-
day when, asked by a prosecutor to describe 
Weinstein’s body, she said that when she first 
saw him naked, she noticed “extreme scar-
ring” on his stomach and thought he had char-
acteristics of both male and female genitalia.

“When I first saw him, I was filled with 
compassion, absolute compassion,” she 
said, adding, “It seemed his anger came 
from a place of pain.

with ‘thappad’, we are trying to address 
elephant in the room: taapsee pannu

Mumbai, Feb 3 (PTI): Calling domestic vio-
lence “an elephant in the room”, Bollywood 
star Taapsee Pannu hopes her film “Thappad” 
starts a conversation around the issue.

In the Anubhav Sinha-directed movie, Ta-
apsee plays an educated, upper middle-class 
woman who is forced to take stock of her rela-
tionship after being slapped by her husband.

“The film is not just about domestic vio-
lence. It is just one trigger. There is a dialogue 
in the film which says ‘I can suddenly see all 
the unfair things that I did not notice earlier’. 
So ‘Thappad’ (slap) is a trigger and sudden-
ly you see these things that were taken for 
granted in a relationship,” Taapsee told PTI in 
an interview.

“We are trying to bring out the elephant in 
the room. Let’s see how many discussions or 
how many awkward silences are there after 
people see the film,” she added.

The 32-year-old actor said women are of-
ten told to “tolerate” and are given a different 
‘to-do’ list than men for a relationship, which 
creates an imbalance and the film addresses 
these disparities.

“It is like there is a (separate) to-do list for 
both women and men that is expected from 
them in a relationship. Who decided this? Did 
you just blindly follow what was told to you? 
It is not a mistake of any one person but of 

everyone as a society that we are trying to 
normalise it,” Taapsee said, adding that her 
character Amrita questions everyone, includ-
ing herself, in the process.

According to Taapsee, it was a conscious 
decision to set the background of the story 
in an upper middle class, educated and well-
to-do family.

“It is not that such things happen in 
those houses where people are uneducat-
ed, this happens in educated families as 
well. It is happening with three women 
out of five,” she said.

Asked whether she had questioned herself 
as well, the actor said she unlearned certain 
things that were ingrained in her as a woman.

“When you are growing up you are told to 
follow certain things.... But with age as I be-
came independent, I realised I am working 
as hard as a man of my age and I am earning 
well, maybe not more, but I can run my house 
like any other man. So why are rules different 
for me? I should not do certain things because 
I am a woman, why? When you start becom-
ing independent, you become confident and 
start questioning things.”

Thappad” also features Pavail Gulati, Dia 
Mirza, Ratna Pathak Shah, Tanvi Azmi, Kumud 
Mishra and Manav Kaul. It is set to hit the the-
atres on February 28.

Maidaan: Ajay Devgn’s Sports 
Drama Gets A New Release Date
Ajay Devgn’s Maidaan, 

which was earlier sched-
uled to open in theatres on 
November 27, got a new re-
lease date on Tuesday. The 
sports drama, inspired by 
the Indian national football 
team coach and manager 
Syed Abdul Rahim, will now 
be releasing on December 11 
this year. Announcing the new 
release date of his film on so-
cial media, Ajay Devgn, who 
will play the coach in Maidaan, 
shared two new posters and 
wrote: “Maidaan will now re-
lease on December 11, 2020.” 
The first poster features Ajay 
along with a couple of his team 
players, who can be seen play-
ing in the mud. In the second 
poster, the actor can be seen 
standing on a field holding a 

football with his team standing 
behind him.

Like we mentioned above, 
Maidaan will showcase the 
life of Syed Abdul Rahim, who 
coached team India from 
1950 to 1963. The Indian foot-
ball team’s era under his “suc-
cessful” training is referred to 
as the “golden age.” Mr Rahim 
died of cancer in 1963. The 
sports drama will be directed 
by Amit Ravindrenath Shar-
ma and co-produced by Boney 

Kapoor and Zee Studios. The 
first poster of the film was re-
leased last month. A few days 
later, Ajay Devgn shared his 
first look from Maidaan. “Yeh 
kahaani hai Indian football 
ke golden phase ki aur uske 
sabse badey aur successful 
coach ki (This is the story 
of Indian football’s golden 
phase and of its biggest and 
most success coach),” wrote 
Ajay while sharing his first 
look on social media.


