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Golay meets Arunachal counterpart, discusses
Demwe hydel project and tourism IlI'IISIlEIS

ITANAGAR, 02 DEC (IPR):
Chief Minister PS Ta-
mang [Golay], who is on
a two-day official tour
of Arunachal Pradesh,
met with the Arunachal
CM, Pema Khandu, in the
capital city Itanagar this
afternoon.

The CM is in Itanagar
primarily to discuss and
learn more about the
Demwe Hydro Electric
Project.

Both the Chief Min-
isters had a long dis-
cussion about tourism
prospects in  Sikkim
and Arunachal Pradesh.
They also discussed in
detail how they can
help each other in pro-
moting tourism in both
the states.

Further, both the
Chief Ministers talked
about social, political,
economic and demo-
graphic structure of
Arunachal Pradesh
and Sikkim.

During the meeting,
the CM also extended an
invitation to Mr Khandu
to visit Sikkim, which he
gracefully accepted.

turn to pg 02
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SIKKIM’S CONNECTION TO DEMWE HYDEL PROJECT
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avayuga Engineering and state-run Sikkim Power
Investment Corporation have submitted binding
bids for the Rs 15,000-crore planned hydro power
project in Arunachal Pradesh that is undergoing in-
solvency proceedings. The 1,750MW project awarded
by the Arunachal government to Athena Energy Ven-
tures on a 40-year concession has been stalled due to
incomplete forest clearances and insufficient funds.
Athena Energy owes Rs 550 crore to Indian Bank
and Corporation Bank as working capital dues that
the lenders were unable to recover from the former.
Navayuga’s bid is pegged at Rs 300 crore, news

"—'!-—-__I-;____L__

reports from last year inform. Sikkim Power Invest-
ment Corporation, the first state-run utility to par-
ticipate in bidding for a bankrupt company, in turn
is reported to have offered a little over Rs 250 crore.

Though Navayuga’s bid is said to be higher, the
committee of creditors has disqualified its bid on
the grounds that it violates provisions of Section 29
A of the insolvency and bankruptcy code which dis-
allows people connected to defaulting promoters/
companies from bidding for the stressed assets.

The port operator has challenged the decision at
the National Company Law Tribunal (NCLT).

Sub Lt Shivangi becomes
Navy’s first woman pilot

KocHi, DeEc 2 (PTI):
Sub-Lieutenant Shivan-
gi of the Indian Navy on
Monday became first
naval woman pilot and
joined operational duties
in the presence of top
naval officials at its base
here. It is a very proud
feeling for me. It is a dif-
ferent feeling,” Shivangi
told reporters here.

Fulfilling her long-cher-
ished dream, she received
her ‘qualification wings’ from
the chief of Southern Naval
Command Vice Admiral AK
Chawla. I have been craving
for this for a long time. It is
a great feeling, she said. She
joined the Indian Navy as its
first woman pilot on comple-
tion of operational training
here. Hailing from Muz-
zafarpur in Bihar, Shivan-
gi would be flying the
Naval Dornier surveil-
lance aircraft. As part of
her training, Shivangi has
flown Pilatus PC 7 MKk 1],
Basic Trainer at AFA and
completed Dornier Con-
version with the Indian
navy in Kochi.

She would continue
her training at INAS 550,
the Dornier squadron at
INS Garuda, to become
a fully operational pilot
on Maritime Reconnais-
sance (MR) aircraft. Later,
interacting with the me-
dia, she said she started
dreaming of becoming a
pilot ever since she saw a
chopper carrying a min-
ister landed in the neigh-
bourhood of her grand
parents’ place in Bihar
during her childhood.

Shivangi recalled that
everyone in the area had
gathered around to see
the helicopter and she
was one among them.
She got ‘super-inspired”

when she saw the heli-
copter and the man flying
it. She said her family is
supportive and they nev-
er questioned her wish to
join defence forces.

“In fact, they were
proud,” Shivangi said.

Shivangi, who joined
the force just two days
ahead of the Navy Day,
also thanked the Navy
staff and Qualified Fly-
ing Instructors (QFIs) for
their support. They have
always encouraged me,
she said. The Indian navy
congratulated her on her
achievement.

Along with her, two
trainee officers of the
7th Dornier Conversion
Course (DOCC) also qual-
ified as Dornier pilots and
were awarded the coveted
golden Wings at the sim-
ple and solemn ceremony,
a defence spokesman said.
Vice Admiral AK Chawla
was the chief guest for the
ceremony who presented
the Wings to the passing
out officers, signifying
their qualification as na-
val aviators.

The FOC-in-C South
Rolling Trophy for stand-
ing first in overall order
of merit was awarded to
Lieutenant Shivam Pand-
ey, he said. The award of
the Wings marks the cul-
mination of one year of
flying training at the Air
Force Academy (AFA),
Dundigal and Indian Na-
val Air Squadron (INAS)
550, INS Garuda in Kochi.

From here on, these pi-
lots would join the Dorni-
er Operational Flying
Training course at INAS
550 from mid- January
2020, prior to joining an
operational maritime re-
connaissance squadron.

BCCI secretary to mentor SICA

SUMMIT REPORT
GANGTOK, 02 DEC:
oard of Control for
Cricket in India
(BCCI) secretary, Jay
Shah along with Niranjan
Shah will be overseeing
the development of crick-
et in Sikkim, Uttarakhand
and Arunachal Pradesh, a
SICA release informs.
Sikkim Cricket Asso-
ciation (SICA) had long
been demanding that the
BCCI handhold the new
member states in devel-
oping cricket in the region.
Finally, after meeting
the representatives of
all the units, the Board
formed a three-member
panel comprising of Sau-
rav Ganguly, Arun Singh
Dhumal and Jay Shah to
look after the overall devel-
opment of the new states,
the release mentions.
BCCI president, Mr
Ganguly will focus on

Meghalaya, Mizoram
and Bihar, with the help
of Naba Bhattachar-

jee. Arun Singh Dhum-
al will be in-charge of
Nagaland, Manipur and
Pondicherry.

This was announced
during the 88th Annual
General Meeting (AGM)
of the Board of Control
for Cricketin India (BCCI)
was held on Sunday -
their first after the newly

elected body takes over
the Supreme Court-ap-
pointed Committee of
Administrators (CoA). It
was the first AGM in the
last three years.

Along with the other
voting right members,
the president of Sik-
kim Cricket Associa-
tion (SICA), Lobzang G
Tenzing attended the
meeting.

turn to pg 02

MP apprises Union Minister
about poor condition of NH10

SUMMIT REPORT
GANGTOK, 02 DEC:

ok Sabha MP, Indra

Hang Subba met Min-
ister of Road Transport
and Highways, Nitin
Gadkari and apprised
him of the pathetic con-
dition of NH10.

As per an SKM re-
lease, Mr Subba request-
ed for intervention in
regards to the condi-
tion and maintenance
of the NH10 especially
from Sevoke to Rangpo
which is maintained by
the Government of West
Bengal.

The MP also updat-
ed him regarding ero-
sion caused by dams on
Teesta leading to mul-
tiple landslides along
the National Highway.
The Minister assured
that all necessary ac-
tion would be taken to
ensure quality of NH10.

Mr Subba also dis-
cussed the urgent need
for completion of alter-
native highway to Sikkim
which is under construc-

tion. Mr Gadkari assured
that alternative highway
from Bagrakote to Gang-
tok would be completed
at the earliest.

Muslim party seeks review of Ayodhya verdict,
says Babri be rebuilt for complete justice

NEw DELHI, DEC 2 (PTI):
A plea seeking review of
the verdict which cleared
the way for construction
of a Ram Temple at the
disputed site in Ayodhya
was filed in the Supreme
Court on Monday stating
that “complete justice”
could only be done by di-
recting reconstruction of
Babri Masjid.

A 5-judge bench,
headed by the then Chief
Justice Ranjan Gogoi, had
in a unanimous verdict
on November 9 decreed
the entire 2.77 acre dis-
puted land in favour of
deity ‘Ram Lalla’ and also
directed the Centre to al-
lot a 5-acre plot to Sunni
Wagqf Board for building
amosque in Ayodhya.

While key litigant,
Uttar Pradesh Sunni Cen-
tral Wakf Board, decided
against challenging the
verdict, Maulana Syed
Ashhad Rashidi, legal
heir of original litigant M
Siddiq and UP President
of Jamiat Ulama-e-Hind,
sought review of the ver-
dict on 14 counts.

The litigant, in review
plea filed through lawyer

Ejaz Magbool, has also
sought an interim stay on
operation of the verdict
in which it had directed
the Centre that a trust
be formed within three
months for construction
of the temple at the site.

Rashidi also ques-
tioned the direction
asking the Centre and
the Uttar Pradesh gov-
ernment to allot 5 acre
land for construction of
a mosque at a prominent
place in Ayodhya, saying
that such a prayer was
never made by the Mus-
lim parties.

It was also submitted
that despite acknowledg-
ing several illegalities
committed by the Hindu
parties, including the de-
struction of the mosque
at the disputed site, the
apex court condoned
them and granted the
land to them.

“By virtue of the im-
pugned judgment, this
court has effectively
granted a mandamus to
destroy Babri Masjid and
to construct a temple
of Lord Ram in the said
place,” the plea said.

It further stated that
though in the impugned
judgment this court has
acknowledged few of the
several illegalities com-
mitted by the Hindu Par-
ties, particularly in 1934
(damaging the domes of
the Babri Masjid), 1949
(desecrating the Babri
Masjid) and 1992 (dem-
olition of the Babri Mas-
jid), it has “proceeded to
condone those very ille-
gal acts and has awarded
the disputed site to the
very party which based
its claims on nothing but
a series of illegal acts”.

However, Rashidi
submitted he was not
seeking review of the
entire judgement and
several findings, and was
limiting the plea to appar-
ent errors on the face of
records such as the title in
favour of Hindus “virtually
amounts to a mandamus
to destroy the Babri Mas-
jid” and “no person can
derive benefit out of an
illegality while granting
title to Hindu parties”.

It said the judgement
erred in disregarding the
settled turn to pg 02

SIKKIM OLYMPIC ASSOCIATION MEETS

State Games in April-May nextyear

SUMMIT REPORT
GANGTOK, 02 DEC:

tate Games is scheduled to be or-

ganized in April-May 2020 by Sik-
kim Olympic Association [SOA] and
the proposal for the same has been
submitted to the Ministry of Sports &
Youth Affairs, Government of Sikkim
and also to Sports Minister, Govern-
ment of India, for sanctioning of grants.

This was informed by SOA presi-
dent, BK Roka during a coordination
meeting held at Paljor Stadium confer-
ence hall, Gangtok on 29 Nov, 2019.

A press release informs that the
meeting was held in association with
Secretary, Department of Sports &
Youth Affairs, Government of Sikkim.

The meeting was presided over by
Secretary, Kuber Bhandari, Sports &
Youth Affairs Department.

Mr Roka also informed that Goa is
going to host the National Games in

2020 and associations should send the
names of qualified entries as per the
norms of Indian Olympic Association
at the earliest to SOA, and also the 2nd
North East Olympic games to be held
at Arunachal Pradesh in 2020.

Healsohighlighted that SOA and the
Department of Sports & Youth Affairs
should be informed by the concerned
state associations before sending their
teams to any Zonals, Nationals, Invita-
tional and International Tournaments
so that there is no miscommunication
regarding incentives to be provided by
the government later.

All sports association should submit
their annual activity and audit reports to
SOA annually by the month of April so
that the same can be forwarded to the
S&YA Ministry and to I0A, he added.

Secretary, Sports Department, Ku-
ber Bhandari, requested all associa-
tions to submit their annual sporting

calendar to the department so that the
yearly calendar of events can be pre-
pared by the department accordingly.

He added that the department
is coming up with various sporting
events in the State to hunt for raw
talent in panchayat and block level so
that they can be groomed for national
and international events.

President, Badminton Association of
Sikkim, C Zangpo suggested that Sikkim
Olympic Association should submit a de-

tail planned report for grants to all sport-
ing associations and submit it to the De-
partment of Sports so that all associations
can promote their discipline in each and
every corner of the state with coaching
camps or talent search programs.

The meeting was also attended by
Director, Jt Director, and officials of
S&YA Dept, president and secretaries
of all State Associations affiliated to
Sikkim Olympic Association also at-
tended the meeting.
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Minister visits under
construction Cafeteria at Legship

LEGSHIP, 02 DEC (IPR):
Minister-cum-MLA of
Gyalshing Bermiok con-
stituency, Lok Nath Shar-
ma visited the under con-
struction Tourism Cafe-
teria-cum-Guest House
at Legship, this morning.
The construction has
been stalled for some

time now.

Minister Mr Sharma
interacted with the con-
tractor and local public
regarding the stalling of
the construction work.
Further, he stressed to
seek ways and means to
resume the construction
work at the earliest.

Parliament passes bill
to ban e-cigarettes

.

New Delhi, Dec 2 (PTI):
Parliament on Monday
passed a bill which seeks
to prohibit the produc-

tion, trade, transport,
storage and advertise-
ment of electronic ciga-
rettes in the country.

The Prohibition of
Electronic Cigarettes
Bill, 2019, was passed in
Rajya Sabha with voice
vote. The bill was passed
in Lok Sabha earlier this
month.

The government had
issued ordinance to ban
e-cigarettes in Septem-
ber this year. The new
law would replace the
ordinance.

“We have done it with
very pious intention.
There is no vested in-
terest,” Health Minister
Harsh Vardhan told the
House in his reply on the
bill.

During the debate
on the bill, some mem-
bers expressed appre-
hensions that the gov-
ernment had brought
this bill under pressure
from tobacco lobby and
demanded the ban be
extended to raw tobacco
and conventional ciga-
rettes.

The minister said that
he would be the happiest
person on the earth if to-

bacco could be banned
completely.

The bill defines elec-
tronic cigarettes (e-cig-
arettes) as electronic
devices that heat a sub-
stance, which may con-
tain nicotine and other
chemicals, to create va-
pour for inhalation.

The bill provides for
imprisonment of up to
one year, or a fine of up to
one lakh rupees, or both
to a first time violator.

For any subsequent
offence, it says that the
crime will be punishable
with an imprisonment of
up to three years, along
with a fine of up to five
lakh rupees.

Under the Bill, no per-
son is allowed to use any
place for the storage of
any stock of e-cigarettes.
If any person stores any
stock of e-cigarettes, he
will be imprisoned for up
to six months, or slapped
with a fine of up to fif-
ty thousand rupees, or
both.

If an authorised of-
ficer believes that any
provision of the Bill has
been contravened, he
can search any place
where trade, production,
storage or advertising of
e-cigarettes is being un-
dertaken.

to hook
advertisements in Sum-

mitTimes, call
03592-208698
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BCCI secretary...

“This was a historic moment as for the first time a
delegate from Sikkim was attending the AGM of BCCI
as a full member;,” the release states.

In the meeting, many important decisions were
discussed, such as the proposal for amendment of the

existing constitution of the board, passing of accounts,
adoption of the fresh budget for 2019-20 season, the
appointment of fresh auditors, and many more.

Jay Shah, the son of Minister of Home Affairs of
India, Amit Shah, has been recently elected as the Sec-
retary of BCCI. He has served as an executive board
member of the Central Board of Cricket, Ahmedabad
in 2009, and became the joint secretary of the Guja-
rat Cricket Association (GCA) in September 2013.
He oversaw GCA's project of constructing the Sardar
Patel Stadium, the world’s largest cricket stadium, in
Ahmedabad. He also became a member of the finance
and marketing committees of the Board of Control
for Cricket in India (BCCI) in 2015. With such an ex-
perience it is an honour for Sikkim to have him as a
mentor.

During the meeting, it was announced that from
the next season Under 16 girls tournaments will also
be started, which is good news for players and also
a landmark for the Women'’s Cricket. Live telecast of
Under 16 and Under 19 matches is to be started soon.

Ciplalaunches

SUMMIT REPORT
GANGTOK, 02 DEC:
Cipla Ltd launched its
second Mobile Science
Lab in Sikkim today as
part of its Corporate Social
Responsibility initiative.
The MSL was launched by
Additional Chief Secretary,
GP Upadhyaya, at Govt
Senior Secondary School,
Rhenock, on Monday, a Ci-
pla press release informs.
The MSL has been
launched with Cipla’s
implementing  partner,
Agastya International
Foundation and is pro-
jected to reach out to
1,400 students across 10
schools in the periphery
of the Golden Cross Unit.

The project claims to
“revolutionize” rural edu-
cation and make hands-on
learning accessible. It aims
to raise awareness on Sci-

ence among children and
teachers from government

and government-aided
schools through classroom
sessions, science fairs and

second Mobile Science Lab

community visits.

The first Mobile Science
Lab by Cipla in Sikkim was
launched on 15 August by
the Chief Minister.

GYALSHING, 02 DEc (IPR):
IPR Minister, Lok Nath
Sharma, who also hap-
pens to be the area MLA,
attended the finals of the
Balachaturdashi  Mela
Cup Open Football Tour-
nament 2019 as chief
guest at Community
Ground, Legship, today.

Brotherhood FC of
Ranipool won the tour-
nament after an excit-
ing final match against
Childhood FC of Namchi
which ended 4-2 in its
favour. The tournament
was organised by Leg-
ship-based NGO, Manav
Sewa Samiti.

Brotherhood FC re-
ceived a trophy along
with a Rs One lakh cash
prize while the run-
ners-up ream received Rs
70,000 and a trophy.

In his address, the
Minister informed that a
constituency-level foot-
ball tournament is sched-
uled to be organised at
Bermiok from 16 to 26
Dec in coordination with
the Sports and Youth Af-
fairs Department.

The best performing
player will be selected
under the supervision of
department officials and

a more prestigious plat-
form will be provided to
the selected local players.

He mentioned that the
ongoing construction of
a new road from 8th Mile
to Omchung School will be
completed at the earliest
and the proposed work
pertaining to the estab-
lishment of rock climbing
on the steep hill of Com-
munity Ground will be ini-
tiated next year.

The Minister also
outlined the youth-cen-
tric programmes of the
state government under
the leadership of the
Chief Minister and in-
formed that a Coaching

Centre for Civil Services
Examination will also be
opened for the youth.

Further, he urged
people to maintain unity
and communal harmony
and extend support and
cooperation for the all
round development of
the constituency.

During the pro-
gramme, the Minister
also handed over 300
chairs to five NGOs of
Gyalshing Omchung Zilla
Territorial Panchayat.

The Minister hand-
ed over 100 to Manav
Sewa Samiti- Legship
while the other four
NGOs including Milan

Samaj- Omchung , Jana
Kalyan Samaj 5th Mile/
Omchung, Jana Suraksha
Samaj-Middle Gyalshing
and Pragati Samaj 8th
Mile/ Gyalshing received
50 chairs each.

The Legship Taxi
Drivers Association also
donated an Oxygen Cylin-
der for the Medical Am-
bulance of Manav Sewa
Samiti.

On the occasion, the
organising committee fe-
licitated the Minister Shar-
ma for his social works
and other initiatives.

The programme also
featured colourful cultur-
al performances.

Shah sets 2024 deadline for NRC

CHAKRADHARPUR/BAHARA-
GORA,DEC2 (PTI): BJP chief
Amit Shah on Monday
set a 2024 deadline for
implementing the hugely
divisive NRC across the
country, asserting “each
and every” infiltrator
will be identified and
expelled before the next
general election.

Notwithstanding  the
admission by some BJP
leaders in West Bengal
that apprehensions over
the NRC had cost the party
dearly in the recent bypolls
there, the Union Home
Minister told poll rallies in
neighbouring  Jharkhand
that the nation- wide exer-
cise will be conducted de-
spite reservations voiced by
opposition parties.

“Today, I want to tell
you that before the 2024
polls the NRC will be con-
ducted across the coun-
try and each and every
infiltrator identified and
expelled.

“Rahul Baba (Con-
gress leader Rahul Gand-
hi) says don’t expel them.
Where will they go, what
will they eat? But I assure
you that before the coun-
try goes to polls in 2024 all
illegal immigrants will be
thrown out,” he told elec-
tion rallies in Chakradhar-
pur and Baharagora.

Shah said nation-
al issues like uprooting
terrorism, naxalism and
construction of a grand
Ram temple in Ayodhya
were as important in the
Jharkhand elections as
local matters like devel-
opment. Raking up the
Ram Janmabhoomi-Babri

mosque dispute once
again, the BJP president
alleged the Congress

made attempts to thwart
the hearing of the case in
the Supreme Court.

“Congress leaders
would tell the Supreme
Court that there is no
need for hearing the Ram
Janmabhoomi case. With
your (people’s) backing,
we submitted that it be
taken forward, and the
result is that the apex
court has ruled that only
a Ram temple will be
built in Ayodhya,” he said.

He also attacked the
JMM-Congress-R]JD  al-
liance, which is cross-
ing swords with the BJP
for electoral laurel in
Jharkhand.

The BJP leader also
gave credit to the state’s
BJP government for “up-
rooting” the naxalite
menace and for bringing
in development.

“When Congress was
in power, it fired upon
students agitating for
Jharkhand state and at-
tacked them with batons.

Now Hemant Soren
(JMM leader) is sitting
in the laps of the same
Congress so he can be-
come the chief minister,”
he said. Referring to the

“vikas ki Ganga” flowing
in Jharkhand because
of the “double engine”
growth the Centre and
the state governments
had ushered in togeth-
er, Shah said the Modi
government built AIIMS
in Deoghar, and it will
now construct an airport
there and also in Bokaro,
Dumka and Jamshedpur.

About 20 lakh farmers
have benefited from the crop
insurance scheme, he said.

Within five years, the
Narendra Modi govern-
ment and Raghubar Das
dispensation uprooted
naxalism and paved the
way for the state’s devel-
opment, he said.

He said Raghubar
Das provided a “zero
corruption” government
and gave the state po-
litical stability. The Das
government is the first
in Jharkhand’s history
that will complete its full
term in office.

“Rahul Gandhi is in
Jharkhand today. I chal-
lenge him to give an ac-
count of what Congress
governments have done
for Jharkhand during 55
years of their rule. We
will also give an account
of what we have done in
five years,” he said.

Targeting the oppo-
sition alliance, the BJP
chief said, “Parties that
sell poll tickets, exploit
adivasis, had opposed
creation of Jharkhand
and indulged in corrup-
tion involving millions
and billions of rupees
cannot take the state
forward.

Verbal duel
in LS over
Adhir’s
comments on
Modi, Shah

NEw DELHI, DEC 2 (PTI):
A war of words broke
out in Lok Sabha on
Monday over Congress
leader Adhir Ranjan
Chowdhury’s  remarks
that Prime Minister Na-
rendra Modi and Home
Minister Amit Shah were
“infiltrators”. During the
Question Hour, when
Chowdhury rose to ask a
supplementary related to
the Steel Ministry, ruling
alliance members tried
to mock him by shout-
ing the word “infiltrator”
several times.

The Congress lead-
er immediately tried to
counter by saying: “Yes,
I am an infiltrator, I am a
‘deemak’ (termite).

Modi is an infiltra-
tor. Amit Shah is an in-
filtrator. LK Advani is an
infiltrator”. Union Petro-
leum and Steel Minister
Dharmendra  Pradhan
shot back, saying Chow-
dhury’s “design would be
exposed soon”.

“Sab Kkhulengi, aap ki
paribhasha se desh nahi
chalega (Everything will
be exposed. The country
will not run by your defi-
nitions,” Pradhan said.

On Sunday, Chowd-
hury had termed Modi
and Shah as “infiltrators”
in Delhi. The Congress
leader also said Modi and
Shah are migrants since
they have their homes in
Gujarat but are now liv-
ing in Delhi.

Muslim party...
principle of law that a “tainted cause of action cannot
be sustained or decreed in a civil suit”.

“This court erred in wrongly applying Article 142
of the Constitution as doing complete justice or res-
tituting the illegality could only be done by directing
the reconstruction of the Babri Masjid,” said the re-
view plea, running into 93-pages.

Rashidi said he was conscious of the sensitive na-
ture of the case and understood the need to put a “qui-
etus to the dispute” to maintain peace and harmony,
but there “can be no peace without justice”.

“Further, this court has, in an attempt to balance
the reliefs between the parties, while condoning il-
legalities of the Hindu parties, has allotted alternate
land ad-measuring five acres to Muslim parties, which
was neither pleaded nor prayed for by the Muslim
parties,” it said.

The verdict disregarded the settled legal principle
and supported “a party which based its cause of ac-
tion upon an illegal act”, it said.

The top court “committed an error apparent by el-
evating a mere look at the central dome by the Hindu
parties to a claim of possessory title”, it said.

The fact that Babri mosque was a waqf property
was wrongly not accepted, it said and alleged uneven
appreciation of evidence.

The verdict gave “precedence to oral testimonies
of the Hindu parties vis-a-vis the contemporary docu-
mentary evidence of the Muslim parties, which result-
ed in incorrect application of doctrine of preponder-
ance of probabilities”, it said.

“This apex court committed an error apparent by
not appreciating that the structure in question had
always been a mosque and had been in exclusive pos-
session of Muslims,” it said, adding that the principle
of presumption under the Evidence Act on the issue
of offering of namaz at the site between 1528 to 1856
was disregarded.

“This court committed grave error by elevating the
mere prescriptive rights of the Hindu parties, which
were settled as far back as in 1886, to those of posses-
sory title,” it said.

The lawsuit of the deity should not have been en-
tertained by the court as it was based “on mere impa-
tience” which can never be a valid cause of action for
any litigation, it said.

“This court erred in relying on travellers’ accounts
and archaeological findings in order to decide issues
of title, despite noting that travellers accounts were
not conclusive and archaeological findings could not
be the basis of deciding a title dispute.

“Further, despite noting that only the facts after
the annexation of Oudh in 1856 were to be consid-
ered for adjudicating the present dispute, this court
proceeded to rely upon the facts prior to 1856,” the
review plea said.

The plea, however, said it was not assailing certain
findings of the court such as Nirmohi Akhara’s lawsuit
was barred by limitation and the birth place was not
a juristic entity.

The plea also did seek review of SC’s findings that
“deity is not a perpetual minor for the purposes of
limitation”.

Golay meets...

Mr Khandu also hosted a lunch for Mr Tamang and
his team from Sikkim.

The Chief Minister is accompanied by Power Min-
ister MN Sherpa , Principal Secretary DoP, Tenzing
Gelek, Secretary to the CM, SD Dhakal, Confidential
Secretary Bikash Basnet, PT Bhutia and Rodan Thapa.
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CLASSIFIEDS

GENERAL LAND FOR SALE
Roadside plots for sale at Adampool, Ranipool-
Rumtek highway.

For details contact: 9083826462

FLAT FOR RENT /LEASE
Fully furnished 3BHK flat available for rent/
lease at Church Road near DPH. Roadside and
five minutes walking distance from MG Marg.
For more details: 9083826462 /9832556698

GENERAL LAND FOR SALE
General land 30X40 (3 Plots) available for sale
at Tadong 6th Mile next to Harka Maya College.
Flat Land no cutting required. Price 30 Lakhs
(negotiable).
Contact: 9800201335

LAND FOR SALE

Aland measuring an area for 50x32 1/2 at Road-
side just below housing colony is for sale. It is
just a one minute walking distance from Namchi
bazaar taxi stand. Interested party may contact
9593373387 and 9434406761




CapitalTIMES

SummitTIMES | 03 December 2019 nl

Lawyers beat journos in friendly footba

SUMMIT REPORT
GANGTOK, 02 DEC:

friendly match was played between Press Club of Sikkim
[PCS] and BAR Association of Sikkim [BAS] here at Paljor Sta-

dium on Monday. BAS won the match by 3-1.

The match was a part of ongoing Phoenix Cup, an Inter-Rehab
Centre Football Tournament, here at Paljor Stadium. The tourna-

ment is being organized by Social Justice & Welfare Department
under State Action Plan for Drug Demand Reduction.

Eleven rehab centers from different parts of the State have
been participating in this week-long football tournament. The

final match will be played on 04 November. The winner of the

tournament will get cash prize of Rs 10,000 and Rs 5,000 will be
awarded to the runners-up team.

Pema’s Gym felicitates weight lifting team

SAGAR CHETTRI
GANGTOK, 02 DEC:
ema’s Gym and Health

Club, Martam in East
Sikkim  felicitated its
members for their out-
standing performance
in the recently held 3rd
Open State Weight Lift-
ing Championship at
Gangtok.

A seven-member team
of the club had participat-
ed in the championship,
which was held at White

Hall on Saturday.

In the felicitation
programme on Sunday,
Pema's Gym and Health
Club felicitated Pujan
Baraily for winning gold
medal, Homnath Siwako-
ti and Kamal Rasaily for
winning a silver medal
each, Suren Rai, Bikash
Kami and Krishna Ne-
pal for winning a bronze
medal each and Sanders
Baraily who stood on the
fourth position.

India U-16 football team
raises funds for Reeya

SUMMIT REPORT
GANGTOK, 02 DEc:
Members of India na-
tional U-16 boys
football team have also
come forward in support
of ‘Run for Reeya’ cam-
paign. The campaign is
to raise funds for ailing

national footballer, Reeya
Lepcha from Sikkim.

Sikkimese  footbal-
ler, Evan Thapa, who is
presently in U-16 na-
tional football camp at
Bhubaneswar, took the
lead to raise funds in the
camp and transferred
it to Gangtok-based
journalist, Dichen Ong-
mu, who had initiated the
campaign.

Phurba Lama wins Mr

NITESH R PRADHAN
GANGTOK, 02 DEC:

Sikkim Manhunt 2019

n a grand finale organized by The Accelerator and
Sikkim Chronicle and powered by Demarg on 30
November at Manan Kendra here, the Temi Tea Mr
Sikkim Manhunt 2019 title was bagged by 23-year-
old Phurba Lama of Gangtok.
Similarly, Tseteej Shiwakoty [23] and Anand La-
michaney [25] were crowned on second and third

spots respectively.

The panel of judges comprised of Naresh Subba,
Peden Ongmu Namgyal, Arijit Dutta, Piyush Shar-
ma, Rewaj Chettri and Ashwani Neeraj.

There were five sequences in the competition
- Grand Entry, Introduction, Bare body, Louis Phil-

lippe and formal round.

The following contestants won the sub titles:
Mr Wisdom: Sagar Sundas

Mr Sanity: Anish John Ngullie

Best Smile: Sunny Golay Tamang

Best Walk: Anil Jeremy Rai

Mr Style Icon: Pratik Chettri

Mr Multimedia, Mr Tourism, Mr Talent & Mr
Alamode: Anand Lamichaney

Mr Fit: Bahar Dewan

Man with Purpose: Phurba Lama

Mr Congeniality: Kelzang Ongdi Lepcha
Mr Wellbeing: Tseteej Shiwakoty

Best Makeover: Phurba Tshering Tamang
Mr Photogenic: Ambrose Haokip.

Teesta Rangeet MSME
s underway

URCAAFTS

Utsav

GANGTOK, 02 DEC[IPR]: A
press conference was held
at Directorate of Handi-
crafts and Handloom, Zero
Point, Gangtok, today by
the Commerce and Indus-
tries Department on the
eve of the inauguration
of the Teesta Rangeet
MSME Utsav.

Teesta Rangeet
MSME Utsav is being
organized from 03-05
Dec at the Directorate of
Handicrafts and Hand-
loom, Zero Point.

The press conference
was addressed jointly by
Dr. Thomas Chandy, Ad-
ditional Chief Secretary,
Commerce and Indus-
tries Department, Alka
Arora, Joint Secretary,
Ministry of MSME, Gov-
ernment of India, Udaya
Kumar, Director, Nation-
al Small Industries Cor-
poration, New Delhi and
Mercy Apao, Director
MSME Ministry.

The Teesta Rangeet
MSME Utsav is the first of
its kind being held in the
state and is in pursuance
of the state government
policy to promote micro

and small enterprises
and promote local entre-
preneurs and startups to
give expression to their
business ideas.

The Utsav has been
organized with the objec-
tive of providing forward
and backward linkages to
the local entrepreneurs
and to provide a platform
for local entrepreneurs
to interact with buyers,
exporters and investors
directly in order to ex-
plore better marketing
possibilities, both in do-
mestic and internation-
al market.

Speaking on the occa-
sion Dr. Thomas Chandy,
Additional Chief Secre-
tary stated that there are
more than 70 entrepre-
neurs who are participat-
ing in the Utsav, drawn
mainly from the handi-
crafts, food processing
and services sector. He
stated that there would
be Business-2-Business
and Business-2-Govern-
ment meetings during
the three-day event,
apart from fashion show
and cultural programmes

based on local products.

Joint Secretary, Alka
Arora stated that MSME
Ministry wanted to sup-
port Sikkim’s entrepre-
neurs to get started with
their business and also to
enable them to become
bigger entrepreneurs
and join the mainstream.
She said that Sikkim had
potential in the food pro-
cessing sector which has
become big business in
modern times.

She lauded the State
Government for imple-
menting the scheme
most successfully among
the northeastern states.
Udaya Kumar, Director
stated that his organiza-
tion will be supporting
the State Government
in MSME development.
Mercy Apao, Director,
Ministry of MSME also
spoke on the occasion.

The Utsav is being
funded by the Ministry
of MSME, Government of
India and supported by
National Small Industries
Corporation, Public Sec-
tor Undertaking of the
Ministry of MSME.
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MatruVandana Sap

GANGTOK, 02 DEC (IPR):
The launch programme
of Matru Vandana Sap-
tah 2019 under Prad-
han Mantri Matru Van-
dana Yojana (PMMVY),
a maternity benefit pro-
gramme, was organised
at the conference hall of
Social Justice and Wel-
fare Department, Lum-
sey, Tadong here today.

Secretary, SJ&W De-
partment, Dhan Jyoti
Mukhia attended the oc-
casion as the chief guest
along with guest partici-
pants and host of officials
from SJ&W Department.

Matru Vandana Sap-
tah is observed every
year with an objective to
intensify the implemen-
tation of Pradhan Mantri
Matru Vandana Yojana
(PMMVY) and create a
competitive spirit among
States and UTs. The best
performing States and
Districts will be subse-
quently rewarded at the
National level.

The week-long Mat-
ru Vandana Saptah 2019
will be celebrated from
02 to 08 December and
is themed as “Towards
Building A Healthy Na-
tion- Surakshik Janani,
Vikshit Dharini”.

The programme com-
menced with the lighting
of ceremonial lamps by
the chief guest and fol-
lowed by the welcome
address from Deputy
Director, ICDS, SJ&W
Department, G.M Subba
wherein he presented
a brief report and over-
view on PMMVY, a mater-
nity benefit programme
under Ministry of Wom-
en and Child Develop-
ment, Government of In-
dia before the gathering.

Following this, Proj-
ect Director, Shri Phu-
chung Bhutia in his ad-
dress spoke and briefly
highlighted on the launch
of Matru Vandana Saptah
2019. Further, he urged
the gathering to increase
the awareness of the
‘Scheme’ among the rural
and urban beneficiaries.

Subsequently, Santi
Kr Pradhan, Project Su-
pervisor, highlighted on
the objectives, benefits
and important guidelines
under PMMVY.

The programme also
saw a brief district wise

-.. >

presentation on the aims
and objectives of Matru
Vandana Saptah by the
concerned CDPOs from
all the districts. The con-
cerned CDPOs from the
respective district also

presented a detailed
overview of coverage
since the implementa-

tion of schemes.

Additionally, Dr Ani-
ta highlighted and pre-
sented a brief summary
on the objectives and
provided an in-depth
report on the present
implementation status
of Janani Suraksha Yo-
jana (JSY), a centrally
sponsored scheme un-
der National Health Ru-
ral Mission.

She also added that
the main objective of |SY
is to increase institution-
al deliveries and reduc-
tion of Infant mortality
rate in the state.

Lastly in her key note
address before the gath-
ering, chief guest, Dhan
Jyoti Mukhia spoke on
the need to create more
awareness among the
masses both at rural and
urban level and direct-
ed the supervisors and
CDPOs to take up more
awareness campaign in
all the districts of the
State. She added that the
launch of Matru Vandana
Saptah will facilitate in
getting more enrolment
among both the rural and
urban masses.

She mainly pointed
out that the performance
of Sikkim has not been
up to the mark as per the
target set up by the Cen-
tre, hence she urged the
CDPOs and supervisors
to put in an accelerated
efforts to achieve the tar-
gets before the stipulated
time set up by the Centre.

She also directed the
concerned officials to
streamline and improve

tah2019launc

ed

the PMMVY benefit dis-
bursement process. Ad-
ditionally, she directed the
CDPOs to tie up with the
functionaries during the
upcoming Gram Sabha to
get more enrollment and
ensure that no household
remains uncovered.

She further men-
tioned about the impor-
tance of Aadhar linkages
among the beneficiaries
from both the rural and
urban areas. She so spoke
on the success of JSY in
Sikkim and reiterated
that the main objective of
JSY is to increase the in-
stitutional deliveries and
to ensure safe delivery
and added that the in-
stitutional deliveries in
the state have improved
and child mortality rate
has reduced in the state
since the inception of
the scheme.

She highlighted on
the role of ASHA workers
to increase the uptake
of the scheme and urged
them to improve their
overall performances for
which the Department
will be incentivising top
performers and top per-
forming districts accord-
ingly, she added.

Lastly, she highlight-
ed on the series of activ-
itles to be undertaken
by the Social Justice and
Welfare Department
which include organising
awareness  campaigns,
football tournament,
painting  competition,
flash mob, etc and urged
the participants to be
work more diligently
and be actively involved
in making the events a
huge success.

The programme came
to an end with the vote
of thanks proposed by
Normit Lepcha, Nodal
Officer, PMMVY, Social
Justice and Welfare De-
partment.
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Meet the Others

Insularity is unfortunately a national
malaise. Address it

dentity, as in the perceptions of the outside, is a

touchy issue among the marginalized communi-
ties. The ill-informed clichés, the pedantic, and al-
most always offensive generalizations remain sore
points for the offended communities, and we live
in a region that has lived with such broad-brush
impoliteness for ever since we started interacting
with the plains. And the brush paints both ways,
one may add here.

While it is easy to take affront and fine to draft
fresh introductions to correct the offending percep-
tions, it is definitely not okay to allow the chip on the
shoulder to burden any heavier than is healthy. The
more this perceived slight is allowed to fester, the
more it diverts energy from pursuits that take com-
munities forward. One refers to a “perceived slight”
here because the clichés that hurt are products of ig-
norance and one should not really allow ignorance
of others to justify withdrawals into cocoons by the
othered. And defensive shells are not the best habi-
tations from which to plan ahead because they keep
thoughts and ideas rooted in a past that has lost its
relevance for everyone except those who swoon in
its fermented confusion. Also, while so enclosed, one
fails to recognize changes elsewhere.

That said, it is important that the ignorance
which has degenerated into disdain, mutual suspi-
cion and distasteful stereotyping is lifted. One could
argue that perceived slights are by nature pointless
obsessions since they are born out of, well, percep-
tions which cannot really be tackled because, well
again, they rest in perceptions and those are more
difficult to address than actual instances of discrim-
ination. They do, however, become worries when
the perceptions start manifesting as actual attacks,
like ones which triggered the exodus of NE people
from the metros or the lynching which occurred in
Nagaland a few years ago. And then there is the con-
tinuing parochialism everywhere else in the country
and the reprehensible attempts at justifying such
targeted attacks born out of Hate seeded in preju-
dices and stereotypes. These will repeat unless this
country makes some earnest efforts at celebrating
its much-vaunted diversity. 70+ years as one nation
and the citizens still don’t behave as One People! This
obviously needs to change, and the Supreme Court
recently cracked the whip with its slew of directions,
including the setting up of a three-member panel to
“enhance the sense of security and inclusion of the
people from the north-eastern states who faced vi-
olence and hate crimes”. The SC directive is the first
step, an acceptance of sorts of a problem that exists.
For it to be of any real consequence, wider, more col-
laborative initiatives will need to be taken.

The students provide the best opportunity to
build the bridges which can span the chasms of mu-
tual ignorance which feeds insularity among us. A
simple and easily achieved course would be for the
community/ state representative organisations of
the students to become mediums which link com-
munities, not strive to make them self-ensconced
unit of self conscious groups. Take the freshers’ wel-
come parties for instance. Instead of each communi-
ty, each state or region hosting a welcome party for
its own kind, they should use the funds to introduce
the freshers to ‘others’ in the student community. Host
the parties for ‘your own’ but invite guests from all oth-
er groups. Make celebrations the medium to proffer
more congenial introductions and strike new friend-
ships. Use the organisations to speak more often about
the concerns of other groups and engage more earnest-
ly in issues and challenges which face other communi-
ties. This openness is possible only with the idealism
of youth, but is currently being stifled because student
groups remain obsessively insular.

Spinster, old maid or self-partnered —__why words

for single women have changed through time

AMY FROIDE
theconversation.com

n a recent interview with Vogue, actress Emma

Watson opened up about being a single 30-year-
old woman. Instead of calling herself single, how-
ever, she used the word “self-partnered.”

I've studied and written about the history of
single women, and this is the first time I am aware
of “self-partnered” being used. We’ll see if it catch-
es on, but if it does, it will join the ever-growing list
of words used to describe single women of a cer-
tain age.

Women who were once called spinsters eventu-
ally started being called old maids. In 17th-century
New England, there were also words like “thorn-
back” - a sea skate covered with thorny spines -
used to describe single women older than 25.

Attitudes toward single women have repeated-
ly shifted - and part of that attitude shift is reflect-
ed in the names given to unwed women.

THE RISE OF THE ‘SINGLEWOMAN'’

Before the 17th century, women who weren’t
married were called maids, virgins or “puella,”
the Latin word for “girl” These words emphasized
youth and chastity, and they presumed that women
would only be single for a small portion of their life
- a period of “pre-marriage.”

But by the 17th century, new terms, such as
“spinster” and “singlewoman,” emerged.

What changed? The numbers of unwed women - or
women who simply never married - started to grow.

In the 1960s, demographer John Hajnal iden-
tified the “Northwestern European Marriage Pat-
tern,” in which people in northwestern European
countries such as England started marrying late -
in their 30s and even 40s. A significant proportion
of the populace didn’t marry at all. In this region
of Europe, it was the norm for married couples to
start a new household when they married, which
required accumulating a certain amount of wealth.
Like today, young men and women worked and
saved money before moving into a new home, a
process that often delayed marriage. If marriage

were delayed too long - or if people couldn’t accumu-
late enough wealth - they might not marry at all.

Now terms were needed for adult single wom-
en who might never marry. The term spinster tran-
sitioned from describing an occupation that em-
ployed many women - a spinner of wool - to a legal
term for an independent, unmarried woman.

Single women made up, on average, 30% of the
adult female population in early modern England.
My own research on the town of Southampton
found that in 1698, 34.2% of women over 18 were
single, another 18.5% were widowed, and less than
half, or 47.3%, were married.

Many of us assume that past societies were
more traditional than our own, with marriage more
common. But my work shows that in 17th-century
England, at any given time, more women were un-
married than married. It was a normal part of the
era’s life and culture.

THE PEJORATIVE ‘OLD MAID’

In the late 1690s, the term old maid became
common. The expression emphasizes the paradox
of being old and yet still virginal and unmarried. It
wasn’t the only term that was tried out; the era’s lit-
erature also poked fun at “superannuated virgins.”
But because “old maid” trips off the tongue a little
easier, it’s the one that stuck.

The undertones of this new word were decid-
edly critical.

“A Satyr upon Old Maids,” an anonymously
written 1713 pamphlet, referred to never-married
women as “odious,” “impure” and repugnant. An-
other common trope was that old maids would be
punished for not marrying by “leading apes in hell.”

At what point did a young, single woman be-
come an old maid? There was a definitive line: In
the 17th century, it was a woman in her mid-20s.

For instance, the single poet Jane Barker wrote
in her 1688 poem, “A Virgin Life,” that she hoped she
could remain “Fearless of twenty-five and all its train,
/ Of slights or scorns, or being called Old Maid.”

These negative terms came about as the num-
bers of single women continued to climb and mar-
riage rates dropped. In the 1690s and early 1700s,

English authorities became so worried about pop-
ulation decline that the government levied a Mar-
riage Duty Tax, requiring bachelors, widowers and
some single women of means to pay what amount-
ed to a fine for not being married.

STILL UNEASY ABOUT BEING SINGLE

Today in the U.S., the median first age at mar-
riage for women is 28. For men, it’s 30.

What we'’re experiencing now isn't a histori-
cal first; instead, we've essentially returned to a
marriage pattern that was common 300 years ago.
From the 18th century up until the mid-20th cen-
tury, the average age at first marriage dropped to a
low of age 20 for women and age 22 for men. Then
it began to rise again.

There’s a reason Vogue was asking Watson
about her single status as she approached 30. To
many, age 30 is a milestone for women - the mo-
ment when, if they haven’t already, they’re sup-
posed to go from being footloose and fancy-free to
thinking about marriage, a family and a mortgage.

Even if you're a wealthy and famous woman,
you can’t escape this cultural expectation. Male ce-
lebrities don’t seem to be questioned about being
single and 30.

While no one would call Watson a spinster or
old maid today, she nonetheless feels compelled to
create a new term for her status: “self-partnered.”
In what some have dubbed the “age of self-care,”
perhaps this term is no surprise. It seems to say,
I'm focused on myself and my own goals and needs.
I don’t need to focus on another person, whether
it's a partner or a child.

To me, though, it'sironic that the term “self-part-
nered” seems to elevate coupledom. Spinster, sin-
glewoman or singleton: None of those terms open-
ly refers to an absent partner. But self-partnered
evokes a missing better half.

It says something about our culture and gender
expectations that despite her status and power, a
woman like Watson still feels uncomfortable sim-
ply calling herself single.

[the writer is Professor of History,
University of Maryland, Baltimore County]

WRITE US:

Readers are invited to comment on, criticise, run
down, even appreciate if they like something in
this paper. Letters carrying abusive/ indecorous
language and personal attacks, except when
against people responsible in this newspaper
(who are fair game), will have to be ignored.
Letters which carry forward a conversation or
initiate a dialogue will command immediate
attention and receive prominence. Mail us at:
news@summittimes.com

African literary prizes are contested — hut writers’ groups are reshaping them

DOSELINE KIGURU
theconversation.com

Literary prizes do more than offer
recognition and cash to writers
and help readers decide what book to
choose. They shape the literary can-
on, a country’s body of highly regard-
ed writing. They help shape what the
future classics might be.

But what if Africa’s biggest prizes
are awarded by foreign territories;
former colonial masters? Or what if
African-born writers in the diaspora
are routinely chosen as winners over
writers living and working in Africa?

Debates have been raging over
these issues in recent years, especial-
ly relating to the lucrative Caine Prize
for African Writing.

The words ‘award’ or ‘prize’ im-
ply that there was a selection process
and the best emerged as winner. The
awarding of value to a text through
the literary prize industry involves
selection and exclusion in which
some texts and authors are fore-
grounded, becoming the canon.

The scholar John Guillory argues,
in addition, for the need to “recon-
struct a historical picture of how
literary works are produced, dis-
seminated, reproduced, reread, and
retaught over successive generations
and eras.”

The issues are complex and the
landscape is changing. My research
covers how prizes create taste and can-
on - but also the increasing role played
by literary organisations to shape those
prizes and hence the canon.

Writers’ organisations mainly
provide a social space for writers.
There are dozens across the conti-
nent. Sometimes they include a pub-
lishing avenue, workshops, fellow-
ships and competitions. In general,
they have aimed to fill gaps left by

mainstream literary bodies such as
publishers, universities and schools,
and book marketers.

To understand the process of cre-
ative writing on the African continent
it'’s useful to focus on the interrela-
tionship between prize bodies and
writers’ organisations in contempo-
rary literary production.

THE CAINE, THE COMMONWEALTH
AND WRITERS’ ORGANISATIONS

The Caine Prize for African Writ-
ing and the Commonwealth Short
Story Prize are two major awards for
contemporary Africa that have been
cited as significant in promoting up-
and-coming writers to become global
writers. Both trade in the short story.

The Commonwealth, an initiative
of the Commonwealth’s agency for
civil society, awards unpublished fic-
tion. The Caine, a charity set up in the
name of the late literary organiser Sir
Michael Caine, only accepts already
published work. The cash reward
that comes with winning these prizes
is a major factor in their popularity
on the continent.

But they are also significant in the
growth of the short story genre. This
is why I am interested in the part-
nerships that have emerged between
prize bodies and writers’ organisa-
tions. Together they are influencing
literary production structures from
creative writing training to publish-
ing and marketing texts.

Both the Caine and the Common-
wealth prizes have partnered with
African based writing organisations
- like Uganda’s FEMRITE and Kenya’s
Kwani? - to organise joint creative
writing workshops.

The Caine holds annual work-
shops for its longlisted writers. These
mostly take place in Africa, working
with local writers’ organisations.
Sometimes the resulting writing is

entered into competitions and in this
way, the prize body both produces
and awards literary value.

Many of these writers’ organisa-
tions are headed by people who were
canonised through the internation-
al prize, and sometimes the writing
trainers and competition judges are
also previous winners.

With such links it then becomes
important to analyse the literary texts
produced within these networks with
the awareness of the importance of
a text’s social, cultural and political
context. The literary product be-
comes a reflection of the different
systems of power at play.

POWER AT PLAY

A good illustration of this power
play can be found in best-selling Ni-
gerian novelist Chimamanda Ngozi
Adichie’s short story Jumping Mon-
key Hill. It tells of a fictional creative
writing programme for African writ-
ers run by the British Council. The
story, set in South Africa, narrates the
experiences of the writers, who are
all expected to write about African
realities in order to have their stories
published internationally. The writ-
ers come to the workshop ready to
learn how to improve their skills but
encounter setbacks mainly because
the trainer has a preconceived idea
of what ‘plausible’ African stories
should be. These writers have to un-
derstand the power play in place and
then make a choice.

Jumping Monkey Hill acknowl-
edges the role played by the creative
writing institution in the production
of literature as a commodity that
must fit market demands. For this
reason, the increasing investment
of African based writers’ organisa-
tions in the literary production scene
can also be understood as a political
move, It is also an effort to influence

the literature coming out of the conti-
nent and shape the canon.

WHY WRITERS’ ORGANISATIONS
MATTER

Contemporary African writers’
organisations are deliberately in-
volved in canon formation by taking
an active role in the production and
distribution of literature. They un-
derstand that the uneven distribu-
tion of economic and cultural capital
results in misrepresentations, or lack
of representation, within the canon.

Writers’ organisations such as
FEMRITE, Kwani?, Farafina, Writivism,
Storymoja and Short Story Day Africa,
among others, are active in the literary
industry through publishing, creative
writing programmes and providing ac-
cess to major award organisations and
international publishers.

They are, in the process, contrib-
uting to canon formation.

Short Story Day Africa, for in-
stance, pegs its yearly competitions
on the promise that the winning sto-
ries will be automatically submitted
for the Caine Prize. In fact, the 2014
Caine winning story and one other
shortlisted story were initially pub-
lished in its anthology Feast, Famine
and Potluck (2013).

In the African academy, creative
writing is usually offered as a single
course within a larger programme or
is available only at selected univer-
sities. This has resulted in a market
gap that has been quickly filled by
writers’ organisations. They fill this
gap by offering short term courses on
various aspects of creative writing.
This is in part because the local lit-
erary organisation possesses the cul-
tural capital necessary to link writers
to prize organisations and publish-
ers, and therefore to global visibility.

[the writer is Postdoctoral
research fellow, Rhodes University]
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Opp LS members express concern
over health of economy

NEw DELHI, DEC 2 (PTI):
Lok Sabha members
from various opposition
parties on Monday ex-
pressed concern over the
health of the economy
and asked the govern-
ment to take effective
steps rather than “clutch-
ing at straws” to deal
with the problem.

Congress leader
Adhir Ranjan Chowdhury
asked the BJP leadership
to seek advice from for-
mer Prime Minister Man-
mohan Singh on ways
to deal with the current
economic slowdown.

He said Singh’s warn-
ing that demonetisation
would bring down the
country’s Gross Domes-
tic Product (GDP) by 2
per cent has come true.

Participating in the
discussion on the Taxa-
tion Law Amendment Bill
and a statutory resolu-
tion disapproving the or-
dinance on the same leg-
islation, Chowdhury said
it was regrettable that
the Modi government
was viewing everyone
with suspicion and not
taking anyone’s advice to
deal with the country’s
economic woes.

Observing that tax
rate cut would result in
revenue loss of Rs 1.45
lakh crore, he wanted to
know how the govern-
ment will deal with the
fiscal deficit.

The debate in the

Lower House mostly
hovered around the GDP
slipping to an over-six-
year-low of 4.5 per cent
in the July-September
quarter.

Attacking the Con-
gress, Nishikant Dubey
(BJP) said it is not right
to believe that the GDP
is the only parameter
to assess the health of
the economy and focus
should be on sustainable
economic development.

He also listed mea-
sures like the Swachch
Bharat Abhiyan and
Ayushmaan Bharat to im-
prove the lives of people.

“Sustainble economic
development (is) more
important than the

GDP” he said, inviting
criticism from opposi-
tion members.

Dubey said the Modi
government should be
credited for not signing

the Regional Compre-
hensive Economic Part-
nership (RCEP) agree-
ment last month.

Mahua Moitra (TMC)
said the economy has
faced a crippling blow
due to demonetisation
and faulty implemen-
tation of the Goods and
Services Tax.

She also said the gov-
ernment was giving relief
to Foreign Institutional
Investors but the same
was not being extended
to Indian corporates.

The TMC MP also
said the corporate tax
cut proposed through
the bill only helps the
profitable to become
more profitable.

“It does not do any-
thing to revive a very
large part of this econo-
my which is struggling.
Instead it is clutching at
straws,” she said.

Moitra also ques-
tioned the government’s
move to disinvest a prof-
itable company like the
Bharat Petroleum Com-
pany Ltd (BPCL). This,
she said, reflected the
government’s desperate
measures.

Arvind Sawant (Shiv
Sena) also questioned

the government’s move
to sell BPCL. He said
though the government
is taking decisions, it is
notlooking at the impact.

He also said demon-
etisation has badly hurt
the economy. The eco-
nomic slowdown start-
ed with demonetisation
and has hit every sec-
tor that gives signs of
doomed financial pros-
pects, he said.

A Raja (DMK) said
the economy was go-
ing through a turbulent
phase and the govern-
ment was not willing to
accept it.

“It has to be accept-
ed that the economy has
been affected,” he said.

JNUTA demands report on fee
hike issue be made public

NEw DELH], DEC 2 (PTI):
The Jawaharlal Neh-
ru University Teachers’
Association on Monday
staged a march to de-
mand that the report of
a high-powered commit-
tee set up by the Centre
on the fee hike issue be

made public.

They started their
march from Janpath but
were stopped near Shas-
tri Bhawan by police.

A delegation of JNU-
TA office-bearers was
escorted to the ministry
by police.

Rajasthan Royals’ off season
camp gets underway

NAGPUR, DEC 2 (PTI):
Eight players, including
new recruits Ankit Ra-
jpoot and Rahul Tewatia,
will sweat it out for the
next three days at a new
training facility at Tale-
gaon as Rajasthan Roy-
als on Monday began its
pre-season camp for In-
dian cricketers ahead of
next year’s IPL.

The Indian cricket-
ers, who are part of the
Rajasthan Royals’ squad
for the upcoming season,
will undergo training
for three days under the
watchful eyes of head of
Cricket, Zubin Bharucha.

He will be supported
by batting coach Amol
Mazumdar, spin bowling
coach Sairaj Bahutule
and UK Academy direc-
tor Sid Lahiri. The Roy-
als physiotherapist John
Gloster is also part of the
camp.

“This camp is an op-
portunity to review the
level of development of

our players over the last
7 months. We will be re-
viewing both their tech-
nical and physical prog-
ress to set clear plans for
the build up to the IPL,”
said Bharucha.

“Furthermore  after
the trading window this
will be an extremely ben-
eficial few days to inte-
grate our new players
into the Royals family
and get a closer look at
their outstanding skills.”

In the next three days,
the Indian cricketers will
not only train in open
nets but also simulate
match scenarios with the
coaches sharing devel-
opment plans with each
player to help them pre-
pare for the season.

The Indian cricketers
present at the camp are
Shreyas Gopal, Mahipal
Lomror, Varun Aaron,
Shashank Singh, Rahul
Tewatia, Manan Vohra,
Riyan Parag and Ankit
Rajpoot.
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Passengers fume at Kolkata

KoLKATA, DEC 2 (PTI):
Chaos prevailed at the
Kolkata airport on Mon-
day morning after delay
in flight services by a pri-
vate airline left passen-
gers in the lurch.

At least two flights of
GoAir to Guwahati and
Ahmedabad were even-
tually cancelled after
being delayed by hours,
a passenger at the Neta-
ji Subhas Chandra Bose

airport after flight delays
1P b ) PR

International Airport
here said. Another trav-
eller said the airline did
not give any explanation
initially before informing
that the delays were due
to technical issues.

“A combination of fac-
tors such as inclement
weather, low visibility
conditions and runway
maintenance in certain
parts of the country have
resulted in consequential

delay on the network,” a
GoAir spokesperson said.

“This was further ag-
gravated with flight duty
time limitations (FDTL)
of the crew,” he added.

The airline, however,
did not elaborate about
the number of flights
that were delayed or
cancelled.

The stranded passen-
gers were later accom-
modated in other flights.

‘Sorry state of affairs’: Naidu
on members’ absenteeism

NEw DELHI, DEC 2 (PTI):
High absenteeism among
Rajya Sabha members
despite listing of starred
questions invited the ire
of Chairman M Venkaiah
Naidu on Monday, who
described it as a “sorry
state of affairs”.

In a rare instance, Ra-
jya Sabha during Ques-
tion Hour was adjourned
for lunch five minutes
before  schedule at
12.55 pm. This was on
account of absence of
seven members whose
starred questions were
listed for today. All the
seven belonged to oppo-
sition parties.

“I am sorry, I have
to make an observa-
tion happening time

and again. There were
15 starred questions...
members were absent.
After having asked the
question they are ab-
sent.. It is a sorry state of
affairs,” Chairman Naidu
observed while adjourn-
ing the House for lunch
at 12.55 pm.

Expressing concern
over such high absentee-
ism, Naidu even urged
the media to publish
their names.

“I hope the media
will publish the names
of those absent, those
who are not coming to
House inspite of putting
the questions also, which
is a serious matter. ...to-
day is Monday, the first
working day,” he said.

The Chairman allowed
supplementary  ques-
tions in respect of four
starred questions listed
against four of the seven
absentees.

In effect, 12 of the 15
starred questions listed
for the day were orally
answered.

Those absent were
Dharmapuri Srinivas
(TRS), Ravi Prakash Ver-
ma (SP), Ronald Sapa
Tlau (Cong), MD Nad-
imul Haq (TMC), Dr Sasi-
kala (AIADMK), Binoy
Viswam (CPI) and Pradip
Bhattacharya (Cong).

During the 250th
session, all the 15
starred questions were
orally answered twice
during last week.

Films are not written for women
in big, commercial space: Katrina

MumBAl, DEc 2 (PTI):
Katrina Kaif believes
Bollywood is far behind
in writing for women
and there is a dearth of
fun films in commercial
space with female leads.

The star on Sunday
said in the West, actors
are supported with
great writing in films
and shows, which has
enabled them to give
some of their best per-
formances.

“When you look at
American cinema or
what’s happening in the
West, you see incredible
writing for women. It’s
there on a larger scale,
in films which Charlize
Theron, Nicole Kidman
are doing. These are the
actresses who have been
around for a really long
time. They are doing
their best work now...

“They are supported
by great writing and sto-
rytelling. If you look at

‘Big Little Lies’ or other
incredible shows, these
are written for women
with these characters in
mind and created that
way. That way we are
very far behind in our
writing for women,” Ka-
trina said.

The actor was speak-
ing at We The Women’
curated by Barkha Dutt.

“I have been looking
for a script, been discuss-
ing with people. Every-
time someone comes to
me with a film, of maybe
a guy and a girl, and I'm
like ‘hey what about do-
ing a story with women
in a big, fun commercial
space’ and it’s not there!
It's just not there yet,”
she added.

Katrina said today,
she looks for characters
which have some kind of
emotional resonance.

“The roles I look for
now need to have a lit-
tle bit more personality.

There’s a phase when we
are having fun, just out
of our teens, discover-
ing ourselves. I remem-
ber being on the sets of
‘Singh is Kinng’ and ‘Wel-
come’ and everything in
the world seems so hap-
py and fun. I was having a
good time and was enjoy-
ing being part of this in-
credible world of cinema.

“Today, all I'm look-
ing forward to is being
emotionally connected
to a story. I wouldn't have
done that before because
my emotional intelli-
gence wasn't fully devel-
oped.” Giving examples
of “Bharat” and “Zero”--
both projects which got
her rave reviews-- Ka-
trina said these roles
connected with her.

“That’'s where I'm
finding my enjoyment in
the work now. Just mak-
ing sure that I connect
on an emotional level,”
she added.

NEw DELH], DEC 2 (PTI):
The ‘Sports University’
Bill was tabled in the
Delhi Assembly on Mon-
day with Chief Minister
Arvind Kejriwal assert-
ing that it is aimed at get-
ting more medals than
China in the Olympics.
The Bill was passed by
the House with a voice vote.
Participating in a dis-
cussion on the bill, the
chief minister said that
the political leaders and
bureaucrats will not have
a say in the functioning of
the proposed Sports Uni-
versity. Professionals will
run it instead, he said.
Kejriwal said in last
70 years, the country
has won only 28 med-
als in Olympics. In the
last Olympics in 2016,
China won 70 medals,
adding that there is no

dearth of talent in India.
“This Bill will realise the
dream of every youth
and sportsperson in the
country of winning more
gold than China. I am
sure this dream will be
realised in my lifetime.
I will not go anywhere
unless India wins more
gold than China,” Kejri-
wal said in his address in
the House.

He said the sports
university will help In-
dia overtake China in
less time than it took the
neighbouring  country
to dominate the global
sports arena.

He said although the
Delhi youth will be given
priority in admissions
to the proposed univer-
sity, talented youth and
sportsperson from all
parts of the country will

also be provided oppor-
tunity at the institution.

“This university will
prove to be the ‘Mecca’
of all sportspersons of
the country and relieve
every patriot of the pain
they feel when India fails
to win medals at inter-
national events and the
Olympic,” the chief min-
ister said.

Commenting on the
current scenario, Kejri-
wal said although India
and its people including
youth are the best in the
world, but the govern-
ment and system fail to
support talent.

“As soon as a sports
talent is spotted, the en-
tire system gets down to
suppress it. There is no
support from the govern-
ment or the system,” he
complained.
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Lionel Messi’s late winner sinks Atlético

SID LOWE
MADRID, 01 DEC
[THEGUARDIAN]: There

were six minutes left on
a wet, wild night in Ma-
drid and somehow there
still had not been any
goals, when Lionel Mes-
si raised his arms on the
right. The message was
clear. “Give me the ball”
So they did. As soon as he
got it, just about every-
one in the stadium knew
what he would try but
that did not mean they
could stop him. He ran
inside, away from Thom-
as Partey, away from
Saul Niguez and rolled it
into Luis Suarez, on the
edge of the area. There,
the Uruguayan did what
he had to do and gave it
right back. Messi bent it
first time inside the far
post, beyond the dive of
Jan Oblak.

In that moment Bar-
celona beat Atlético Ma-
drid to go back to the top
of the table. There had
been 30 shots: they had
come back off the line,
off the post and off the
goalkeepers. Now at last
one had gone in. It had
been 0-0 until then, but
this was not one of those
games, of the type Atléti-
co are accused of pro-
ducing too often. Instead,
it was a whole lot of fun
and now it had an end
worthy of what went be-
fore. Barcelona had not
had this easy, especial-
ly not in the opening
half-hour, but they had
the victory. Messi had
been decisive but so,
too, had been Marc-An-
dré ter Stegen.

To begin with, At-
lético dominated. By the
time Jodo Félix’s effort
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flashed wide on the half-
hour, the home side had
racked up nine shots
to Barcelona’s one and,
while eight had been off
target, there were mo-
ments when the visitors
seemed to be hanging
on. They did not have
the ball often and, when
they did, it was not much
better. It may even have
been worse, possession
an invitation for Atlético
to take it from them and
in even more compro-
mising positions.

Every time Atléti-
co pressed, Barcelona
looked like prey. On the
touchline Diego Sim-
eone was conducting
the crowd and his team,
sensing the fear. Junior,
Ivan Rakitic, Frenkie
De Jong, Arthur - all of
them were caught. At-
lético used it well, usu-
ally looking right where
the quality and quantity
of the crosses delivered

by Kieran Trippier was
startlingly high, even if a
breakthrough remained
elusive.

Quite how was an-
other question. Mario
Hermoso’s pull back
deflected off Junior and
bounced off the far post,
squirming wide. Even
more baffling was Her-
moso’s volley from a
similar position skid-
ding past the same post.
Félix had found him with
a wonderful ball and,
four yards out, his vol-
ley hit the inside of Ter
Stegen’s left heel, chang-
ing course, running the
length of the line and
wide. Yet another lovely
ball from Trippier saw
Alvaro Morata powering
a header goalwards a few
minutes before the break.
Ter Stegen’s hands moved
fast to push it away.

By then, though, this
had become far more
even - quick, open, en-

Madrid and puts Barcelona top

joyable. Signs of a recov-
ery, some football, had
perhaps surprisingly
started with Sergi Rober-
to and both Arthur Melo
and De Jong began to get
hold of the ball. So did
Messi — and that changes
everything. On 25 min-
utes he stole possession
and slotted it across to
Sudrez who let it run
through his legs. Dashing
into the area behind him,
Rakitic could not steer
past Oblak. There was
life in this and a lot of life
in Barcelona.

Trippier then had
to be alert as Barcelona
broke, Sudrez and Gerard
Piqué running alone into
the wide space of Atléti-
co’s half. Next Antoine
Griezmann did well to
set up a Sudrez shot that
flew just wide. And four
minutes before half time
Piqué’s header came
down off the turf and
then off the bar. There

was still time for Trippier
to charge down Junior’s
shot. Almost 20 shots, no
goals, game on.

As it turned out, it
was more Barcelona
now but it was far from
one-way, shown when
Clement Lenglet and
Rakitic had to dive in
on shots from Thom-
as and Angel Correa.
Oblak saved from Messi,
then from Sudrez. Mes-
si’s best opening ended
with Hermoso blocking
his shot. Then he dashed
from deep, through the
middle, evaded two at-
tempts to cut him down,
scrambling the ball to
Sudrez who dinked it to
Griezmann. He volleyed
over. The fans enjoyed
that and Atlético roared
back, Lenglet forced to
clear Morata’s backheel
off the line. But then the
moment came and Messi
set off on one last, deci-
sive run.

India to take
part in World
Cup for over
50 year-olds

NEw DELHI, DEC 2 (PTI):
India will play their maid-
en cricket World Cup for
the 50-year-olds to be
held in South Africa from
March 10 to 24 next year.

India will begin the
50-over tournament with
a clash against England
on March 5 at Green
Point Cricket Club.

West Indies, Namibia
and Zimbabwe will also
be making their debut
in the tournament which
will be played in Cape
Town and Stellenbosch.

India is placed in Pool
‘B’ along with Pakistan,
England, South  Afri-
ca, Namibia and Wales,
while Pool A’ includes
Australia, West Indies,
New Zealand and Sri
Lanka, among others.

Sports and brand ex-
pert Shailendra Singh
will lead the Indian team
and the legendary Kapil
Dev wished the team luck
ahead of the tournament.

“This is a beautiful
moment, [ want to wish
him and his entire team
good luck. Do well boys
and we are with you all the
way and enjoy the game.”

Australia had won the
first ever over-50s World
Cup in Sydney last year.
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Australia wins by innings and
48 runs, sweeps Pakistan 2-0

ADELAIDE, DEC 2 (AP):
Nathan Lyon had nev-
er taken a five-wicket

haul against Pakistan.
The veteran off-spinner
hadn’t taken a wicket in
the day-night test until
the fourth day.

Then they tumbled.
He took two wickets in
the first session Monday
and three in the second
before Australia finished
off a victory by an in-
nings and 48 runs under
lights to complete a two-
test series sweep with
more than a day to spare.

The 32-year-old Lyon
(5-69) now has 50 test
wickets at the Adelaide
Oval, where he’d worked
as a curator before mak-
ing the national team,
his 16th five-wicket
haul in tests and his first
against Pakistan.

The pace trio of
Mitchell Starc, Pat Cum-
mins and Josh Hazle-
wood did most of the
damage in the first test,
which Australia won by
an innings and five runs,

and in Pakistan’s first in-
nings in Adelaide before
the follow-on.

Pakistan resumed
at 39-3 on day four and
took the total to 123 be-
fore Lyon came into his
own on familiar turf.
Hazlewood picked up the
penultime wicket soon
after the dinner break
and Cummins finished off
the match when he threw
down the stumps at the
non-striker’s end to run
out Mohammad Abbas.

Opener David War-
ner’s triple century set
Australia on course for
another big win, follow-
ing up from his 154 in
the first test. Marnus
Labuschagne also pro-
duced back-to-back cen-
turies as the Australian
batsmen dominated an
inexperienced Pakistan
attack.

Lyon dismissed Sha-
heen Afridi to complete
a five-wicket haul with
the last delivery before
the main interval Mon-
day as Pakistan slumped

to 229-8. Pakistan added
only 10 further runs after
the break.

Pakistan was 39-3
overnight after being
forced to follow-on on
day three, when the visi-
tors were bowled out for
302 to surrender a 287-
run first-innings lead.

Shan Masood scored
68 in a determined, 127-
ball stand that ended
when he advanced to
Lyon and mis-judged a
drive to mid-off, where
Starc took a simple
catch to end a 103-run
fourth-wicket stand and
make the score 123-4.

Asad Shafiq graft-
ed his way to 57 from
112 balls before he was
caught at leg-slip by War-
ner, trying to work a Lyon
delivery square, as Paki-
stan slipped to 154-5.

Pakistan has been on
the back foot since Aus-
tralia won the toss and
batted at Adelaide, with
Warner posting an un-
beaten 335 before skip-
per Tim Paine declared

with the total at 589-3.

The dominance con-
tinued after the first
break, with Lyon taking
over from the quicks
as the main threat. He
bowled with subtle vari-
ety and just missing edg-
es while getting regular
wickets and conceding
few runs with the old
ball.

The sixth-wicket pair
offered some stubborn
defense before Lyon had
Iftikhar Ahmed (27)
caught by Labuschagne
at short leg.

He trapped trapped
Yasir Shah (13) lbw in
front with a ball that
skidded and sped on for
13 and went to the dinner
break midway through
his 25th over when Sha-
heen was caught at mid-
off by Hazlewood.

Pakistan will return
home to host its first
test series in a decade
on home soil, against Sri
Lanka, and Australia will
take on New Zealand in a
three-test series.

Man Utd blow another lead to lose
ground ahead of Mourinho’s return

MANCHESTER, DEC 2 (AFP):
Manchester United threw
away a second-half lead
to remain eight points
outside the Premier
League’s top four with a
2-2 draw at home to As-
ton Villa on Sunday.

Jack Grealish put Vil-
la in front with a superb
solo effort, but United
levelled before the break
when Marcus Rashford’s
header hit the post and
came off Villa goalkeeper
Tom Heaton into his own
net before Victor Linde-
lof then headed the hosts
in front.

But a week after Ole
Gunnar Solskjaer’s men
surrendered a late lead
to draw 3-3 with Shef-
field United, they did not
learn their lesson as Ty-
rone Mings secured a de-
served point for Villa.

The loss of those four
points has cost United
the chance to climb up to
fifth in the table.

Instead they lie down
in ninth and trail two
points behind a revit-
alised Tottenham, who
visit Old Trafford on
Wednesday with new
boss Jose Mourinho ey-
ing revenge against the
club that sacked him 11
months ago. “I wouldn’t
be sat here talking about
us sitting fifth if we had
got that goal extra,” said
Solskjaer.

“The league table at
this point is not the big-
gest concern, it’s so tight.
I just need to make sure
we get performances and
get three or four perfor-
mances and results after
each other.

“What I can say is so
far we have had the lead
in so many games and
haven’t been able to win
those games. Six or seven
times we have been up
and we should be better
at seeing these games
into wins.” First, United
themselves had to come

from behind after a su-
perb 11th-minute open-
er from Grealish, who has
scored three league goals
and made four assists
this season.

Anwar El Ghazi burst
down the right wing be-
fore crossing through the
United area for Grealish
to gather the ball on the
left-hand side and take
advantage of Andreas
Pereira’s decision to back
off by curling a precise
shot into the top corner
of David de Gea’s goal.

“It was a super goal
but that’s what I've come
to expect from him,”
said Villa manager Dean
Smith. “I thought the first
30 minutes he was run-
ning the game.

“But then he missed
a chance he would have
scored 99 times out of
100 and they go up the
other end and score.”

That miss, just after
the hour, saw Grealish
slide in six yards out and
shoot wide from a Treze-
guet cross, although, by
that stage, United had

drawn level just before
half-time.

Fred and Juan Mata
moved a short corner
onto Pereira, whose
hanging cross towards
the far post was headed
off the post by Rashford
and the ball ricocheted in
via Heaton.

It was from another
corner that United took
the lead. Fred swung
over a cross which took
an unkind deflection off
the head of Douglas Luiz,
moving the ball onto the
far post where Lindelof
sent a powerful header
flying past Heaton.

If Villa’s confidence
was dented, they did not
show it and took just
two minutes to equal-
ise when Matt Targett
played an accurate cross
onto the six-yard line
where Mings was able to
volley past the helpless
De Gea.

United appealed for
offside but VAR showed
that Brandon Williams
had clearly played the
England defender on.

Root’s epic 226 gives England
101-run lead over New Zealand

HAMILTON (NEW ZEALAND),
DEC 2 (AFP): Joe Root’s
masterful 226 to high-
lightareturn to form gave
England a much-needed
boost in the second Test
against New Zealand on
Monday as they ended
day four believing they
can square the series.

It took a five-wicket
haul for the tireless Neil
Wagner to bring En-
gland’s first innings to an
end at 476, alead of 101.

At stumps, New Zea-
land were 96 for two and
needing to bat late into
the final day although
rain may yet have the last
word with further show-
ers forecast for Tuesday.

Openers Jeet Raval
(duck) and Tom Latham
(18) went early in New
Zealand'’s second innings,
and for Raval it contin-
ued a disappointing run
in which he has failed to
reach double figures in
six of his last 10 innings.

But after being two
for 28, New Zealand’s
most skilled batsmen
Kane Williamson and
Ross Taylor prevented
further damage with Wil-
liamson on 37 at stumps
and Taylor on 31.

If Raval is feeling the
pressure of his slump
with an away series
against Australia loom-
ing, he need only look
at the England captain’s
timely double century to
see fortunes can change.

England were two for

24 in their first innings
when Root went to the
middle where he con-
trolled proceedings in a
marathon stand in which
he faced 441 deliveries in
nearly 11 hours.

It was Root’s third
double century, his lon-
gest innings in terms of
time and balls faced and
it ended just 28 runs
short of his Test best 254
against Pakistan three
years ago.

He restored his own
confidence and arrested
England’s slide in an ini-
tial partnership of 177
with Rory Burns for the
third wicket followed
by a convincing 193-run
sixth-wicket stand with
Ollie Pope.

On a placid wicket,
Root and Pope held con-
trol over a disciplined
New Zealand attack,
slowly accumulating
runs to ensure a first-in-
nings lead and then pick-
ing up the pace to build
the advantage as their

once faint hope of forcing
a victory started to look
more real. The 21-year-
old Pope, in only his
fourth Test, progressed
to 75 before his valuable
contribution ended with
an edge to yet another
Wagner bouncer.

Four balls later, it was
all over for Root whose
exquisite timing desert-
ed him when an attempt
to hit Mitchell Santner
out of the ground turned
into a soft catch to Henry
Nicholls at deep cover.

He left the field to a
deserved standing ova-
tion but barely had time
to take his seat when
Wagner mopped up the
England tail to finish
with five for 124, his sec-
ond five-wicket haul in
the series.

After the sterling ef-
forts of Root and Pope
kept New Zealand at bay
for more than 62 overs,
the last five England
wickets fell for 21 runs in
the space of six overs.
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Zero-hour
on climate,
but UN talks
in another

time zone
MADRID, DEC 2 (AFP):
Global talks tasked with
neutralising the threat
of global warming get
underway in Madrid
Monday, but their nar-
row focus on rules and
procedures remains out
of sync with the world’s
climate-addled future.

Mindful of this gap,
UN chief Antonio Gu-
terres warned on Sunday
that a “point-of-no-re-
turn” in the climate crisis
is “in sight and hurtling
towards us.” Indeed,
three decades after NASA
scientist James Hansen
made headlines by telling
the US Congress global
warming had begun, evi-
dence of its dire impacts
is so overwhelming that
“climate denier” is syn-
onymous with insisting
the Earth is flat.

Guterres lambasted
the world’s major econ-
omies, describing their
efforts to reduce green-
house gas emissions
overheating the planet as
“utterly inadequate”.

He didn't name
names, but he didn’t have
to.

“Some countries like
China and Japan are
signalling their unwill-
ingness to increase am-
bition,” said Laurence
Tubiana, CEO of the Eu-
ropean Climate Foun-
dation and, as a former
negotiator for France, a
main architect of the Par-
is Agreement.

Nor have India, Rus-
sia or Brazil expressed
any enthusiasm for ratch-
eting up carbon-cutting
pledges submitted under
the 2015 treaty.

Donald Trump has
taken things a step fur-
ther by yanking the US
out of the Paris deal en-

tirely.
But even if all the
world’s nations hon-

oured their pledges, the
planet would still heat
up at least three degrees
Celsius above preindus-
trial levels, a sure-fire
recipe for calamity, scien-
tists say.

Nations have agreed
to cap warming -- already
up by one degree Celsius
-- at “well below” 2C.

Beyond the 2C
threshold, “we are at risk
of unleashing self-rein-
forced warming,” Johan
Rockstrom, director of
the Potsdam Institute for
Climate Impact Research,
told AFP.

“This is what Earth
system scientists fear
most.” The talks in Ma-
drid -- the 25th “COP”
or conference of the par-
ties, in as many years
-- will focus on finalising
rules for global carbon
markets, and setting up
a fund to help countries
already reeling from
climate-enhanced heat-
waves, droughts, floods
and storms made worse
by rising seas.

Poor and vulnerable
nations are set to receive
100 billion annually from
next year to prepare for
future impacts, but no

concrete provisions exist

yet for “loss and damage”
already incurred.
Frontline negotiators
here describe COP25 as
“technical talks” setting
the stage for next year’s
meeting in  Glasgow,
where countries must
confront the yawning gap
between the Paris targets
and current emissions.

hina suspended US war-

ship visits and sanctioned
American NGOs on Monday in
retaliation for the passage of
a bill backing pro-democracy
protesters in Hong Kong.

The financial hub has been
rocked by nearly six months
of increasingly violent unrest
demanding greater autonomy,
which Beijing has frequently
blamed on foreign influence.

Last week US President
Donald Trump signed the
Hong Kong Human Rights
and Democracy Act, which
requires the president to
annually review the city’s
favourable trade status and
threatens to revoke it if the
semi-autonomous territory’s
freedoms are quashed.

The move came as the
world’s two biggest econo-
mies have been striving to
finalise a “phase one” deal in
their protracted trade war.

“In response to the un-
reasonable behaviour of the
US side, the Chinese govern-
ment has decided to suspend
reviewing the applications
for US warships to go to Hong
Kong for (rest and) recuper-

ation as of today,” foreign
ministry spokeswoman Hua
Chunying said at a regular
press briefing.

China had already denied
requests for two US Navy
ships to dock in Hong Kong in
August, without specifying a
reason why.

“Operationally, from a mil-

itary point of view, it doesn’t
really make a difference for
the US, as they can use many
naval bases in the region,
Michael Raska, a security
researcher at Singapore’s
Nanyang Technological Uni-
versity, told AFP.

However, it “sends a signal
that US-China tensions will

continue to deepen,” Raska
said. The last US navy ship to
visit Hong Kong was the USS
Blue Ridge in April.

J. Michael Cole, a Tai-
pei-based senior fellow with
the Global Taiwan Institute,
said the move was “mostly
symbolic” but yet another
sign of the “tit-for-tat escala-

tion which is poisoning the
bilateral relationship.”

- Behaving ‘badly’ -

Hua said they would also
apply sanctions to a number
of US-based NGOs, although
failed to give any specifics
over the form the measures
would take. Sanctions will
apply to NGOs that had acted

“badly” over the recent un-
rest in Hong Kong, she said,
including the National En-
dowment for Democracy,
Human Rights Watch and
Freedom House.

There was “already a large
amount of facts and evidence
that make it clear that these
non-governmental  organi-
sations support anti-China”
forces and “incite separatist
activities for Hong Kong inde-
pendence”, Hua said.

She accused them of hav-

ing “great responsibility
for the chaotic situation in
Hong Kong”.

Protesters in Hong Kong
are pushing for greater dem-
ocratic freedoms and police
accountability, but the city’s
pro-Beijing leadership has
refused any major political
concessions.

The increasingly violent
rallies have hammered the re-
tail and tourism sectors, with
mainland Chinese visitors
abandoning the city in droves.

The city’s finance chief
warned Monday that Hong
Kong is set to record its first
budget deficit in 15 years.

Australia slams China’s ‘unacceptable’
treatment of jailed writer

Australia’s foreign min-
ister on Monday said

the treatment of a writer
detained in China was
“unacceptable”, as his law-
yer reported he was be-
ing shackled and subject-
ed to daily interrogation.

Yang Hengjun, an
Australian citizen, has
been detained in China
since January and was re-
cently charged with spy-
ing, which could bring a
lengthy prison sentence.

In an unusually frank
statement, Marise Payne
said she was “very con-
cerned by reports from
a recent consular visit”
that claimed Yang had
been isolated from the
outside world and inter-
rogated while restrained.

“This is unaccept-
able,” she said, adding
that repeated requests
had been made for Yang
to get “basic standards
of justice, procedural
fairness and humane
treatment”.

The consular visit
revealed Yang was un-
dergoing repetitive daily
interrogations and being
“shackled by the hands
and feet”, his lawyer Sar-

ah Condon told AFP.

Letters were also be-
ing withheld “to cut off
the conduit of informa-
tion from Dr Yang to the
outside world, and from
the outside world to Dr
Yang”, she said.

Condon said Yang
had been in good
health before his de-
tention but had since
been told that he was
suffering from high
blood pressure and “se-
rious” kidney problems.

“He is being provided
a number of unknown
and unspecified sub-
stances, up to nine tab-
lets daily,” she added.

But China’s foreign
ministry denied the al-
legations of torture on
Monday, describing

Yang’s health condition
as “good”.

“There is no prob-
lem of so-called torture
or cruelty,” said Chinese
foreign ministry spokes-
woman Hua Chunying at
aregular press briefing.

Prime Minister Scott
Morrison has denied that
Yang -- one of a string
of foreign nationals re-
cently arrested in China
-- was a spy.

The arrests have been
described by rights
groups as politically
motivated.

“It seems like he’s
being treated particu-
larly harshly in order to
effectively try and break
him and push him to con-
fess,” said Human Rights
Watch’s Australia direc-

tor Elaine Pearson.

China’s near-silence
about Yang’'s fate has
been a point of friction in
relations with Australia.

He had initially been
held in “residential sur-
veillance at a designated
location” before being
moved to criminal deten-
tion in August.

Yang reportedly once
worked in China’s foreign
affairs ministry in Hain-
an province -- although
this has been denied by
Beijing.

He is believed to have
left mainland China for
Hong Kong in 1992 and
then travelled to the
United States five years
later, where he worked
for the Atlantic Council
think tank.

He later took up Aus-
tralian citizenship -- al-
though Beijing does not
recognise dual nationali-
ty -- and wrote a series of
spy novels and a popular
Chinese-language blog.

Yang went missing
in China once before in
2011, describing his dis-
appearance as a “misun-
derstanding” when he
resurfaced days later.

Hundreds rally in Myanmar to show support for Suu Kyi

YANGON, DEC 2 (AP):
About 700 people rallied
Sunday to show support
for Myanmar’s leader,
Aung San Suu Kyi, as she
prepares to defend the
country against charges
of genocide at the UN'’s
highest court.

Members of Suu Kyi’s
National League for De-
mocracy party swelled
the ranks in front of
the colonial-era City
Hall in Yangon, Myan-
mar’s largest city, as the
crowd waved national
flags and listened to mu-
sic and poetry.

A popular local sing-
er told them Mother Suu
is the bravest human
being in the world her
weapon is love.

Many carried ban-
ners saying, We stand
with you, Mother Suu.

The case before the
International Court of
Justice in The Hague re-
lates to a harsh counter-
insurgency  campaign
waged by Myanmar’s
military against mem-
bers of the country’s
Muslim Rohingya com-

munity in August 2017
in response to an insur-
gent attack.

More than 700,000
Rohingya fled to neigh-
bouring Bangladesh to

escape what has been
called an ethnic cleans-
ing campaign involving
mass rapes, killings and
the torching of homes.

The head of a UN
fact-finding mission on
Myanmar warned re-
cently that there is a se-
rious risk of genocide
recurring.

Gambia filed the case
at the IC], also known as
the world court, on be-

"
4

half of the Organisation
of Islamic Cooperation.

The case alleges
that Myanmar’s actions
against the Rohingya
are genocidal in char-
acter because they are
intended to destroy
the Rohingya group in
whole or in part.

Myanmar has strong-
ly denied the charges
but says it stands ready
to take action against
wrong-doers if there is
sufficient evidence.

A statement on the
website of the Ministry of
the Interior said recently
that the renewed inter-

v

national pressure on the
country was due to a lack
of understanding of the
complexities of the issue
and the narratives of the
people of Myanmar.

Suu Kyi, who was
awarded the 1991 Nobel
Peace Prize for champi-
oning democracy and
human rights under
Myanmar’s then-rul-
ing junta, will lead
the delegation to The
Hague in her capacity as
foreign minister.

Hearings are due to
start on Dec. 10. The
case is expected to last
several years.

UN chief warns of ‘point of no
return’ on climate change

MADRID, DEC 2 (AP): UN
Secretary-General Anto-
nio Guterres said Sunday
that the world’s efforts to
stop climate change have
been utterly inadequate”
so far and there is a danger
global warming could pass
the point of no return.
Speaking before
the start Monday of a
two-week internation-
al climate conference in
Madrid, the U.N. chief
said the impact of rising
temperatures including
more extreme weather is
already being felt around
the world, with dramat-
ic consequences for hu-
mans and other species.
He noted that the
world has the scientific
knowledge and the tech-
nical means to limit glob-
al warming, but what is
lacking is political will.
The point of no return
is no longer over the
horizon, Guterres told
reporters in the Spanish
capital. It is in sight and
hurtling toward us.
Delegates from al-
most 200 countries will
try to put the finishing
touches on the rules
governing the 2015 Par-
is climate accord at the
Dec. 2-13 meeting, in-
cluding how to create
functioning international
emissions trading sys-
tems and compensate

poor countries for loss-
es they suffer from ris-
ing sea levels and other

consequences of climate
change. Guterres cited
mounting scientific evi-
dence for the impact that
man-made emissions of
greenhouse gases are
already having on the
planet, including record
temperatures and melt-
ing polar ice.

But he insisted that
his message was one of
hope, not of despair. Our
war against nature must
stop and we know that
that is possible. Coun-
tries agreed in Paris four
years ago to limit global
warming to well below
2 degrees Celsius (3.6
Fahrenheit), ideally 1.5C
(2.7F) by the end of the
century compared with
pre-industrial times.

Already, average tem-
peratures have increased
by about 1C, leaving little
room for the more ambi-
tious target to be met.

Guterres said grow-
ing demands from citi-
zens, particularly young
people, have shown there
is widespread desire for
climate action.

What is still lacking
is political will, he said.
Political will to put a
price on carbon. Politi-
cal will to stop subsidies
on fossil fuels. Political
will to stop building coal
power plants from 2020
onwards. Political will
to shift taxation from
income to carbon. Tax-
ing pollution instead of

people. Guterres noted
that some 70 countries
many of them among
the most vulnerable to
climate change have
pledged to stop emitting
more greenhouse gases
by 2050. But we also see
clearly that the world’s
largest emitters are not
pulling their weight. And
without them, our goal is
unreachable, he said.

The UN. chief said
he hoped the meeting in
Madrid would see gov-
ernments make more
ambitious pledges ahead
of a deadline to do so next
year. He also said that cre-
ating a worldwide market
for emissions, which is a
key element of the sixth
article of the Paris accord,
remained one of the most
contentious issues for ne-
gotiators.

We are here to find
answers for article 6, not
to find excuses, Guterres
said. Guterres also an-
nounced that outgoing
Bank of England gover-
nor Mark Carney will
become his new special
envoy on climate action
and climate finance from
next year.

Organizers expect
around 29,000 visitors,
including some 50 heads
of state and government
for Monday’s opening,
as well as scientists, sea-
soned negotiators and
activists during the two-
week meeting.
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XOXO! The happily married couple, Adam Levine & Behati
Prinsloo is spotted having fun and taking off parenting duties
to attend a basketball game between the Los Angeles Lakers
and the Dallas Mavericks.

With Ellen Might Be Due To George W. Bush

ays before the Thanksgiving holiday

weekend began, actress Dakota Johnson
appeared on comedian Ellen DeGeneres's
daytime talk show to discuss, among other
things, the host’s absence at her guest’s birth-
day party in October. Apparently, Johnson had
not invited the comedian to attend her 30th
birthday bash, but 50 Shades of
Grey star was quick to point out
that DeGeneres’s assertion was,
in fact, “not true.” What's more,
according to Out and a handful
of Twitter users who did the
necessary addition, the comic
may have missed the party be-
cause of George W. Bush.

“You were invited,” Johnson
said when DeGeneres playfully
accused her of not inviting her.
“Last time I was on the show,

to attend Johnson’s birthday party mid-con-
versation. “I was invited [but] why didn’t I
go?” the host asked herself before someone
off-camera said something that made her re-
member. “Oh yeah, I had that thing”
Whatever the specific “thing” is is never
mentioned explicitly during the interview

last year, you gave me a bunch of

shit about not inviting you. But I didn’t even
know you wanted to be invited... [ didn’t even
know you liked me... But I did invite you but
you didn’t come.”

This particular portion of the interview,
as well as the entire interview itself, never
strayed too far from the cringe-inducing awk-
wardness. However, as Out and many Twitter
users were quick to notice, DeGeneres and her
team recalled precisely why she wasn’t able

segment, but that didn't stop people from
discovering that Johnson’s birthday party in
Malibu was on Saturday, October 5 and De-
Generes was in Texas on Sunday, October 6 at
the Dallas Cowboys-Green Bay Packers game
with former President George W. Bush.

Oh yeah... “that thing” Needless to say,
folks were as shocked by the possible Bush

connection as they were entertained by the °

awkward interview itself.

Dictators tfoday are in-charge
- of world: Ryan Reynolds

BY RADHIKA SHARMA

- SEouL, DEC 2 (PTI): Hollywood star
. Ryan Reynolds on Monday said the
- world today is run by dictators who can
. only be described as “bullies” and it is
natural why his character in the upcom-
ing film “6 Underground” de-
cides to take matters into his
hands. The actor, who plays
: the enterprising billionaire
+ called “1” in the Netflix film,
said his character in the high
- octane action drama tar-
. gets one such dictator and
decides to bring down his
. regime with the help of five
other individuals.

Reynolds said his char-
acter is someone who has
* lost his way and is disenfran-
: chised with geopolitical is-
- sues and life in general.

. “He does something that
- we all at a time wish we can
do. You're watching the news
. you're looking at the world,
see how it’s on fire in places,
there are dictators in charge,
¢ you wouldn't dignify them
: with any term other than a
* bully. They are injuring, hurting, maim-
ing and killing huge swatches of their
- own population. “So my character is a
guy who basically takes this in his own
. hands, uses this insane amount of mon-
. ey that he has and decides to put it to
use that makes the world a better place,”
Reynolds told reporters at the press
: conference of “6 Underground” here.

: The 43-year-old actor described the
+ Michael Bay-directed film as “muscular
- and beautiful”.

. He revealed that most of the action
. sequences in the film were performed
by stuntpeople, and were not comput-
. er-generated imagery (CGI).

Reynolds also praised the stunt per-
: formers on the film and made a strong
* case for them, whom he described as

“some of the most overlooked crew
people” in the industry. “I am a huge
fan of the analog kind of visual effects
as opposed to computer generated vi-
sual effects. I love that what you see in
this movie is so much of it actually hap-

that they were releasing the film on Net-
flix and not in theatres was a sign of the
changing times. “I've been lucky that af-
ter working in this business for 25 years,
I don't think I've worked on a movie that
has this kind of scale and scope. Just the

pened. “They are stunts that are being
performed by incredibly talented stunt
people, some of the most overlooked
crew people in this entire industry. The
feats that they pull off are some of the
most remarkable things that the audi-
ences are ever going to see.”

Reynolds, who was his usual witty
self, said though he loves doing action,
the hand-to-hand combat or falling on
cement after he turned 40 wasn’t “hilar-
ious anymore”.

“The hardest was the fighting - the
hand-to-hand combat. After I turned
40, falling on cement isn’t hilarious any-
more... Mostly love action. I love per-
forming it and learning from it. I love
most of it,  wouldn’t say it was challeng-
ing, it's exciting.” The actor said the fact

fact that they are bringing this to Netflix
is a real sign of the time that how things
are changing. This is a movie that is so
big, muscular, such an event that I felt
like a student again.”

Reynolds, who last visited Seoul to
promote “Deadpool 2” in 2018, said the
Korean audience will love the film.

“6 Underground” is a true blue Mi-
chael Bay actioner with cars and yachts
blowing in the air in picturesque locales in
Italy to Hong Kong, on land, water and in air.

Also present at the event were di-
rector Bay, actors Adria Arjona, Melanie
Laurent and producer Ian Pryce.

The film will start streaming on Net-
flix on December 13. It also stars Manuel
Garcia-Rulfo, Corey Hawkins, Ben Hardy,
and Dave Franco.

- much as she should have during the

. pression. The actor said she got more clarity on her sister’s
- mental state after reading her book “I've Never
Been (un)Happier”. Alia, who accompanied

. Shaheen at a session on mental health, D\ When asked if she feels guilty for not being sen-
. had multiple breakdowns while talking 1ve, Alia said, “I was sensitive but I do feel

about what her sister went through.
“I am suddenly feeling very ner-
: vous. | am very nervous that I am
+ going to start crying any minute
because once we start talking
- about my sister and her..,” Alia
said, choking.
The actor broke down and was
. consoled by her sister.
“I feel extremely proud, heartbro-

* whole life, 26 years, I only understood

+ she was going through after reading her book.
“That makes me feel, on so many levels, so terrible

- as a sister. I feel like I didn’t put myself out there enough to
. understand her, to think about what she was going through,”
. Alia said. The actor was speaking at ‘We The Women’ curated
. by Barkha Dutt. Alia said on a subliminal level, everyone un-
. derstood that there are certain situations which are different
: for Shaheen, but her book made her understand what she was

: going through.

. and added, “I always believed that she is the most brilliant

Feel guilty for not understanding Shaheen

ken and overjoyed at the same time.
¢ Even though I've lived with my sister my

“What makes me really emotional,”

much: Alia on sister’s battle with depression

MumBAI, DEC 2 (PTI): Alia Bhatt on Sunday said she felt guilty
for being a “terrible sister” for not understanding Shaheen as

person in the family but somehow she never believed it her-
self. That always broke my heart.
“Not just me, everyone feels like this for her, that when
Shaheen walks into a room, it’s like a star is there because
genuinely she with her mind, emotional quotient, the
: way she makes you feel, it's of another extreme.”

latter’s battle with de-

guilty for not understanding her as much as

[ should have. I do understand much bet-
ter now.”

Shaheen, however, said understand-

ing what depression means can be a task

W for people.

“It is impossible to know the intri-
cacies of it (depression) unless you've
gone through it.. What she’s reacting to
is that. Maybe she didn’t understand the
intricacies. I don’t think she has anything to
be guilty for, at all”

“..It has been 20 years now, for me depres-
sion is chronic, it's even now. Talking about having
times when [ don’t want to live, it happened to me a couple of
months ago. [ hadn’t felt that in a really long time. It had been a
really long time since those thoughts and feelings came back. [
attempted suicide when [ was 17-18 as well,” she added.

Alia said when a person whom one loves with all their
heart goes through depression, it's impossible to not get emo-
tional. “The reason I didn’t want to cry was because it'll be-
come ‘Alia sheds a tear’ But it isn’t about that. I don’t want it to
become the focus but I'm sorry I just can’t help but cry. I love
her so much, with all the muscle and cell in my body".

what

Alia broke down again,

THE DAY AHEAD

ARIES: “Imagine the wheel of time
turning in a seemingly endless round,
revealing that the beginning is the end
of another beginning.” These words
by Phil Cousineau perfectly describe
where you are in your journey to
greatness. You have just completed a
significant project and are enjoying
the rewards of your hard work.

Tip: This ending is making way for a
new beginning.

TAURUS: You may find yourselves
celebrating a level up today. This
could come to you in the form of a
promotion or a brand new job. Either
way, it is symbolic of the hard work you
have put in. For some, this could be a
time of moving into a shiny, new cabin.
Tip: A new level has been unlocked.
GEMINI: The sun has the potential
to blind too, Gemini. You chose to go
with something that glittered, and are
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now facing the disappointment that
comes with finding out that the object
in question is not gold. At the same
time, you could be feeling unsupport-
ed by the people around you.

Tip: Bridge the communication gap.
CANCER: Today finds you living
your sacred purpose, vibrating at the
frequency of abundance, inspiring
those around you, and spreading them
good vibes like confetti—while look-
ing like the most radiant version of
yourself, of course! The mysterious
smile on your face reveals joy that
comes from doing the things that once
daunted you.

Tip: You are deliberately creating your
destiny.

LEO: Have you ever watched the
leaves in autumn? The manner in
which they descend towards Mother
Earth? There is no sense of compe-

tition in this action. They never fight
the others to get to the ground first. In-
stead, they take their own sweet time,
swaying and sashaying on their way to
the destination.

Tip: Welcome peace and harmony into
your experience.

VIRGO: Master Bruce Lee’s words to
help you through the turbulence: “Pa-
tience is not passive; on the contrary, it
is concentrated strength.” Stay centred
with the inner knowing that everything
is unfolding in divine order. When it
comes to your professional life, choose
your head over your heart.

Tip: More head, less heart.

LIBRA: When you know, you know,
Libra. Perks of being in touch with
your intuition: trusting the signs that
are asking you to leap forward. The
world may or may not be on board
with your decision, but it doesn’t have

to be either. You know exactly what
you are doing here.

Tip: Take that leap of faith.
SCORPIO: The lion does not con-
cern himself with the opinions of the
lamb. You are already the leader of the
pack, Scorpio. Don’t let the demon of
self-doubt get in the way of success.
Does that mean you are going to be at
odds with those around?

Tip: Be assertive, not aggressive.
SAGITTARIUS: A Wayne Dyer
quote to help you stay woke: “A higher
concept of yourself involves taking on
new truths and shedding old views of
what you can achieve. This is the only
way you can achieve your desires.”

Tip: This is a time of coming into your own.
CAPRICORN: You are on the brink
of a breakthrough, Capricorn. At any
point of time, there are two viable op-
tions: to work with the tried-and-test-

ed or leap into the unknown.

Tip: Follow the signs that are taking
you towards the new.

AQUARIUS: It’s okay to be a hot
mess, Aquarius. Social media is full of
lies, and so are the posts that give you
the impression that there are people
out there who have their stuff together
all the time. If and when you find your-
self in a tough spot, reach out for help.
Tip: It’s okay to seek help.

PISCES: Each action has a conse-
quence, Pisces. Keep that in mind as
you examine the pathways that are
opening for you. Choosing the sim-
pler one will make your life easier, but
it will also take you a few steps back
on the evolution ladder. Challenge
yourself a little. Focus on long-term
returns rather than short-term gains.
Tip: Make choices in alignment with
your higher goals.
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