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In slight relief, no Covid deaths 
in Sikkim after four days 

saGar Chettri
Gangtok, 02 Jul: 

sikkim recorded 111 fresh cases 
of novel coronavirus in the last 

24 hours taking the state’s tally 
of confirmed cases to 20,777. In 
a positive note, no new COVID 
death was reported in the last 24 
hours and the death toll current-
ly holds at 308. The last time Sik-
kim went without a Covid death 
was on 27 June and the four days 
since, it has lost seven lives to the 
virus. Of the 308 Covid deaths 
in the State, 172 [56%] have oc-
curred in the 70 days that the sec-
ond wave has been around since 
22 April.

The ‘Daily Report of Covid-19 
in Sikkim’ put out by the Inte-
grated Disease Surveillance 
Programme of the Health De-
partment brought some more 
good news this morning with 
confirmation that the state has 
again registered more recover-
ies than new cases. 156 formerly 
Covid-positive people made full 

recoveries and were discharged 
from facility and home isolation 
over the past 24 hours. 

Thus far, 18,154 people have 
beaten novel coronavirus in the 
State while 1,967 of the 2,062 cur-
rently active cases in the state are 
under facility or home isolation 
with symptoms mild enough to be 
managed with basic medication at 
home.

There are currently only 95 
Covid patients in hospitals here 
with only 12 new admissions to-
day. The case load in the ICUs is 
also much lower now with only 
seven patients in Covid ICUs at 
STNM Hospital and Central Refer-
ral Hospital.

The 111 new cases were picked 
up from the testing of 619 samples 
on Thursday, giving Sikkim a daily 
positivity rate of 17.9%. 

This still high positivity rate 
is clearly because much fewer 
tests are being conducted of late, 
something that the concerned 
authorities should look into. As 

for the overall test positivity rate 
in Sikkim, this number stands at 
nearly 13%. The 1,65,117 samples 
screened since 28 February, 2020, 
when Sikkim began screening for 
Novel Coronavirus, have returned 
20,777 positive cases. The first 
Covid positive case in Sikkim was 
reported on 23 May, 2020. Till 21 
April, 2021, the State had recorded 
6,846 cases, and then the second 
wave struck, and in the 70 days 
since, Sikkim has recorded 13,618 
cases more. 

66% of the Covid cases record-
ed in the state thus far have come 
in second wave.

As for today’s statistics, 69 
people were found Covid-positive 
in RT-PCR testing of 379 samples 
and 42 more cases were detect-
ed in rapid antigen testing of 234 
samples. 

Out of 111 new cases, the most, 
58, were reported from South dis-
trict, 41 were registered in East 
District, 11 in West District, and 
one in North Sikkim.

sKm workers of Poklok-Kamrang thank 
Cm for alpine univ in constituency

BiKash Chettri
Namchi, 02 Jul:

sikkim Krantikari Mor-
cha workers of Pok-

lok-Kamrang constitu-
ency and the panchayats 
of Mamley-Kamrang GPU 
organized a program to-
day to thank the Chief 
Minister, PS Tamang and 
his wife, Krishna Rai 
for the Alpine Universi-
ty that will come up at 
Poklok Kamrang, South 
sikkim.
The program was orga-
nized at the residence 
of the Panchayat Pres-

ident of Mamley-Kam-
rang GPU, MB Manger in 
Upper Kamrang below 
Namchi.

The chief guest in the 
program was Satish 
Chandra Rai, the 
chairman of state skill 
Development Depart-
ment and the guest of 
honor was RB Tamang, 
Poklok-Kamrang Co-
ordinator to the Chief 
Minister who addressed 
the public gathered in 
today’s thanksgiving pro-
gram. 

Alpine University in 

Lower Kamrang is going 
to be situated in the place 
where the 4th NCC Batal-
lion Camp is currently 
located.

The Panchayat 
President of Mam-
ley-Kamrang GPU, 
MB Manger said that 
the present govern-
ment’s decision to set 
up this  University 
in  the area is  highly 
commendable because 
it is beneficial to the 
public of Mamley-Kam-
rang GPU as well as 
the people of sikkim. 

He also requested the 
government to give first 
priority in employment 
to the public of Kamrang 
and Mamley. 

The chief guest of the 
event Satish Chandra Rai 
thanked the Chief Min-
ister and his spouse for 
the Alpine University, 
and urged the people of 
Kamrang to give ample 
human resources to the 
upcoming university of 
the village. 

Guest of honor KB 
Tamang talked about the 
party’s principles.

planning Committee for new 
soreng district meets

Soreng, 02 Jul (IPR): The 
co-ordination meeting 
of New District Planning 
Committee was held at 
the auditorium of soreng 
Senior Secondary School, 
today. The meeting was 
helmed by the Chairper-
son & the MLA, Aditya 
Golay. 
The attendees of the 
meeting were MLA 
Zoom- Salghari, Sunita 
Gajmer, Press Advisor 
to the CM, C.P. Sharma, 
Additional District Com-
missioner (ADC), Gayas 
Pega, Sub-Divisional 
Magistrate (SDM), Ran-
jan Rai and various other 
departmental dignitaries 
& officials. 

The meeting com-
menced with a welcome 
speech by the SDM, Ran-
jan Rai wherein he gave 
a brief overview on the 
current progress report 
of the temporary es-
tablishment of District 
Administrative Centre 
(DAC) & Allied Govt. Of-
fices in Soreng. 

The meeting was fol-
lowed by an in-depth 
presentation given by 
the Assistant Engineer- 
Building & Housing, Mo-
han sharma on overall 
review of the existing ad-
ministrative centre set-
up & infrastructures. 

He said that since 
soreng is currently ad-
ministered by Sub-Di-
visional Administrative 
Centre (SDAC), require-
ment of temporary in-
frastructure is of top pri-
ority. He also gave a de-
tailed explanation on all 
the various departments 
that are going to be op-
erational along with the 

tentative no. of required 
office rooms.

After the presenta-
tion, an open house dis-
cussion was introduced 
which was headed by the 
MLA wherein he started 
off by urging all the de-
partmental officials to 
carry forward their in-
dividual responsibilities 
with much more dedi-
cation and sincerity. He 
requested to give inputs 
& new ideas that are im-
portant for better work-
ing system. 

“Right now we are 
like a blank page where 
all the concerned per-
sonnel can scribble their 
ideas,” he said. 

Thereafter, many in-
dividual departmental 
representatives began 
to put forward their 
concerns and doubts. 
One of the main con-
cern of all the present 
departments was the 
availability of required 
no. of office space/
rooms for proper func-
tioning. 

Answering this que-
ry the MLA replied that 
since immediate con-
struction of new build-

ings are not possible, 
temporary adjustments 
will be done. Issues 
such as rise in the no. of 
people visiting the new 
offices & educational in-
stitutes will eventually 
lead to a major problem 
in parking of vehicles & 
public transportations 
were also discussed. 

The MLA replied that 
vacant lands in & around 
Soreng are being identi-
fied to be used as vehicle 
parking space. Require-
ment for the construc-
tion of a district level Vet-
erinary hospital was also 
discussed thoroughly.

After the open house 
discussion was conclud-
ed a brief presentation 
was given by the Junior 
Engineer- PHE, Annie 
Jogi. She discussed about 
the on-going projects on 
the expansion of water 
distribution in & around 
soreng. 

she also made a pro-
posal for the construc-
tion of new zonal & water 
distribution chambers 
required for the growing 
urban area. She added 
that all the current water 
supply that are catered 

by the Rural Manage-
ment & Development 
Deptt. will be handed 
over to the PHE deptt in 
phase wise. 

 Press Advisor to the 
CM, C.P Sharma began 
his speech by thanking 
the ex-Chief Minister, 
Late  Nar Bahadur Bhan-
dari for his contribu-
tion in making soreng a 
Sub-Division. He thanked 
the MLA for his rigorous 
& relentless support in 
achieving the cause. He 
was also thankful to the 
Chief Minister for con-
verting a lifelong dream 
into a reality by making 
soreng a district. 

He thanked the all 
the individual commit-
tee members for being 
present and actively par-
ticipating in the discus-
sion. He also expressed 
his sincere gratitude to 
the Chief Minister for 
his commitment and his-
toric decision to frame 
two new districts. He 
said that he was joyous 
to have discussed issues 
that were of relevance 
and importance in the 
grass-root level.

Cm chairs meeting with 
two departments

Summit Report
Gangtok, 02 Jul:  

Chief Minister Prem Singh Ta-
mang chaired a coordination 

meeting with the Department of 
Animal Husbandry, Fisheries, Ag-
riculture and Horticulture at sam-
man Bhawan in Gangtok today, a 
press release from the Chief Minis-
ter’s Office informs. 

In the meetings, the develop-
ment of infrastructure, schemes 
related to animal husbandry and 
poultry, veterinary hospital, flo-
riculture, fruits and vegetable 
cultivation, seed management, 
incentive on cash crops, compen-
sation for natural calamities were 
intensively discussed. They also 
deliberated on effective strategies 
to promote and enhance fisheries 
to encourage and involve people in 
this field.

The Chief Minister enquired 

about the progress of work and 
benefits provided to the people 
living in remote areas and was 
briefed about it by the concerned 
officials. He shared his views and 
suggestions towards imparting 
more facilities to the people and 
urged all the departments to con-
sider enhancing schemes and 
small scale projects.

Further, he added that depart-
ments like Animal Husbandry, 
Fisheries, Agriculture and Horti-
culture are people-oriented with 
numerous schemes to benefit the 
public. He urged them to work 
with commitment and generate 
awareness about all the welfare 
schemes they have in their respec-
tive departments.

Pradhan Mantri Fasal Bima 
Yojana (PMFBY), PM Kisan Vikash 
Yojana, Sikkim Organic Farmers 
Development Board, (SOFDA), 

Farmer-Producer Organization, 
compensation, training, awareness 
and sensitisation drives, natural 
farming, upcoming projects and 
other schemes were also discussed 
during the meeting.

It was decided that the govern-
ment, department and the con-
cerned non-governmental bodies 
will actively work to transform the 
agricultural sector and provide fa-
cilities to the general public at the 
rural level. Highlighting the sub-
ject of improvement in milk pro-
duction in the state through incen-
tives, the Chief Minister advised 
on employing similar incentives to 
various other cash crops, vegeta-
ble and horticulture products, an-
imal husbandry, fisheries etc.

Minister, LN Sharma, Addition-
al Chief Secretary cum APC, Secre-
tary and other officials were pres-
ent in the meeting.
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Centre allocates additional 

food grains to nFsa
summit report
GaNGtok, 02 Jul:

To ameliorate the 
hardship being 

faced by the poor due 
to economic disruption 
caused by Covid-19 
pandemic, the Gov-

ernment of India has 
announced PMGKAY 
(Phase-III) and has de-
cided to allocate addi-
tional food grains free 
of cost (5kg per person 
per month) for distri-
bution to NFSA bene-

ficiaries i.e. Antodaya 
Anna Yojna (AAY) and 
Priority House Hold 
(PHH) from May to No-
vember 2021 in addi-
tion to their monthly 
entitled quota under 
PDS.

PMFBY flagged off in Mangan

WanGChuK Bhutia
MaNGaN, 02 Jul: 

The Department of Agri-
culture and Horticul-

ture North organised a 
flagging-off programme of 
‘Pradhan Mantri Fasal Bima 
Yojana’ [PMFBY] at District 

Administrative Center, Man-
gan today. 
A video conference on the PM-
FBY by the Ministry of Agri-
culture and Farmer’s Welfare, 
Department of Agriculture, Co-
operation and Farmer’s Welfare, 
Government of India took place 

prior to the flag-off.
Present in the function 

today were Additional Polit-
ical Secretary to CM (North), 
Tshering Wangyal Bhutia ac-
companied by ADM (North), 
Sonam Lepcha,  Additional 
Director (Agriculture), BD 

Rai, Joint Director (Horti-
culture), Rinzing Bhutia, 
BDO Dzongu, Tempa Bhutia and 
staffs. 

The main objective of the 
programme is to spread aware-
ness about Crop Insurance 
Scheme under PMFBY.

bJP protests help Jagdeepdhankar leave 
Assembly without having to finish speech

kolkata, 02 Jul [: Cha-
os erupted in the Ben-
gal Assembly on Friday 
afternoon as governor 
JagdeepDhankhar began 
his speech - the open-
ing address of the new 
Bengal Assembly ses-
sion. Opposition BJP 
MLAs held up plac-
ards and shouted pro-
tests ostensibly over 
post-poll violence, but 
sources said this was 
part of their strategy - 
to ensure the governor 
would not have to read 
his whole speech.

Mr Dhankhar was 
forced to stop less than 
10 minutes into his ad-
dress and was escorted 
to his vehicle by Speaker 
Biman Banerjee. The As-
sembly will reconvene at 
3.30 pm.

The governor and 
Chief Minister Mamata 
Banerjee have been at 
loggerheads for most of 
the three years he has 
been in the post. They 
have fought over several 
issues, including (most 
recently) fake Covid vac-
cination camps, a 1996 
hawala scam, and vio-
lence after the Trina-

mool’s election win.
That feud extended 

to the contents of Mr 
Dhankhar’s speech to-
day; Trinamool leaders 
feared he would deviate 
from the draft sent to 
him by the state govern-
ment to launch yet an-
other attack.

Such a deviation, it 
was suggested, could 
invite protests from the 
ruling party.

BJP leaders, mean-
while, were expecting 
just such an eventual-
ity - they expected Mr 
Dhankhar to continue 
his attacks on Ms Ba-
nerjee and the law and 
order situation in the 
state.

They, it was suggest-
ed, could protest if he 
did not mention this.

News agency PTI 
quoted SuvenduAdhikari, 
Leader of the Opposi-
tion, as saying they were 
forced to protest as there 
was no mention of post-
poll violence in the copy 
circulated among MLAs.

The governor is not 
bound to read everything 
the government writes in 
their draft.

“If they write any-
thing in the address 
which is unconstitution-
al... will I read that? Every 
address has to conform 
to constitutional param-
eters and boundaries,” 
Mr Dhankhar had said on 
Monday.

Yesterday the Trina-
mool claimed links be-
tween the organisers of 
fake vaccine camps in 
Kolkata - which the BJP 
have, in turn, linked to 
the ruling party, and Mr 
Dhankhar.

On Monday Mama-
ta Banerjee accused 
Mr Dhankhar of being 
a “corrupt man”; “This 
governor’s name was 
in the Jain Hawala case. 
But they have cleared 
it from the court. There 
is a PIL. But the PIL is 
pending. What you want 
to know? He is a corrupt 
man, I am sorry to say,” 
she said.

For his part, in May, 
moments after Ms Baner-
jee took oath for the third 
time, the governor chose 
to raise the violence and 
reminded her of her duty 
to control law and order 
in the state.

Central teams rushed to 6 states 
reporting increased CoVid-19 cases

New Delhi, 02 Jul 
[NDtV]: The central 
government has sent 
six high-level multi-dis-
ciplinary public health 
teams to six states re-
porting a high num-
ber of COVID-19 cases. 
The teams will assist 
the states of  Kerala, 
Arunachal Pradesh, Tri-
pura, Odisha, Chhattis-
garh and Manipur in 
COVID-19 control and 
containment measures, 
the Health Ministry said 
on Friday.

These teams will 
gather a first-hand un-
derstanding of the chal-
lenges and issues being 
faced by the respective 
states and strengthen 
their ongoing activities 
by removing bottlenecks, 
the Health Ministry said.

The two-member 
high-level team to these 
states consists of a clini-
cian and a public health 
expert.

“The team to Mani-
pur will be led by Dr. L 
Swasticharan, Add. DDG 
& Director EMR; team 
to Arunachal Pradesh 

will be led by Dr. Sanjay 
Sadhukhan, Professor 
AIIH&PH; for Tripura 
Dr. RN SinhaDir Pro-
fessor, AIIH&PH; for 
Kerala Dr. Ruchi Jain, 
Public Health Spe-
cialist Gr. II, RoHFW; 
for Odisha Dr. A Dan, 
Public Health Special-
ist AIIH&PH and for 
Chhattisgarh Dr. Diba-
karSahu, Assistant Pro-
fessor, AIIMS Raipur,” the 
ministry said.

These teams will be 
supporting the respec-
tive states in their ef-

forts for targeted Covid 
response and manage-
ment, and effectively 
tackling the pandemic, it 
said. 

“The teams will visit 
the states immediately 
and monitor the over-
all implementation of 
COVID-19 management, 
especially in testing, 
including surveillance 
and containment opera-
tions; Covid appropriate 
behaviour and its en-
forcement; availability 
of hospital beds, suffi-
cient logistics including 

ambulances, ventilators, 
medical oxygen etc., and 
COVID-19 vaccination 
progress. The teams will 
monitor the situation 
and also suggest remedi-
al actions,” it said.

The government has 
been leading the fight 
against the global pan-
demic with a ‘’Whole 
of Government’’ and 
‘’Whole of Society’’ ap-
proach under the um-
brella strategy of ‘’Coop-
erative Federalism’’, the 
ministry stated.

As an ongoing effort 

to strengthen the efforts 
of the government of 
various state and union 
territories for Covid 
management, the centre 
has been deputing teams 
from time to time to visit 
various states and Union 
Territories, it said.

This morning, In-
dia reached the grim 
milestone of four 
lakh deaths from the 
coronavirus - the last 
1,00,000 deaths were 
reported in just 39 
days, according to a 
Reuters tally. India, 
however, has the low-
est deaths per million 
population among the 
top 10 worst-hit coun-
tries.

The country’s Covid 
chart continues to show 
improvement, with 
46,617 cases being re-
ported in the last 24 hours, 
a marginal drop of four per 
cent from yesterday. The 
country’s test positivity 
rate (positive cases identi-
fied for every 100 tests) has 
been below the five per 
cent-mark for the 25th 
straight day now.

Pregnant women can get vaccinated, 
CowiN registration, walk-in allowed

New Delhi, 02 Jul 
[NDtV]: Pregnant wom-
en can now register on 
the CoWIN platform or 
visit vaccination centres 
for COVID-19 shots, the 
government said on Fri-
day, adding that it had 
shared rules and proce-
dures with states to roll 
out the programme.
Signalling a major policy 
shift that follows growing 
concern over exposure of 
expectant mothers (and 
their children) to the 
Coronavirus, the Union 
Health Ministry said last 
Friday that pregnant 
women “can and should” 
be vaccinated against 
COVID-19.

Until as recently as 
last month lactating 
women were eligible for 
the vaccine but pregnant 
women were not; the 
government had said this 
was due to a lack of safe-
ty and efficacy data since 
clinical trials for vaccines 
do not typically include 
pregnant women as par-
ticipants.

“The Health Ministry 
has given guidelines that 

the vaccine can be giv-
en to pregnant women. 
Vaccination is useful for 
them and should be giv-
en,” Dr Balram Bhargava, 
Director-General of the 
Indian Council for Medi-
cal Research, was quoted 
as saying by news agency 
ANI last week.

Vaccination for preg-
nant women was one of 
the topics discussed by the 
NTAGI, or National Techni-
cal Advisory Group on Im-
munisation, in May.

“Considering current 
situation of pandem-
ic, NTAGI-STSC recom-
mends pregnant women 
should not be excluded 
from vaccination because 
exposure probability is 
very high and therefore 
the benefit far outweighs 
the risk,” the committee 
said in the minutes of its 
May 28 meeting.

Doubts were raised 
about possible risks 
to the mother and/or 
child - including that of 
clotting (or thrombosis) 
with the Covishield jab, 
but the committee decid-
ed “benefit far outweighs 

the risk”.
“... before vaccination, 

pregnant women should 
be fully informed that 
long-term adverse reac-
tions and safety of vac-
cine for fetus and child 
(has) not yet (been) es-
tablished,” it added.

Making vaccines 
available for pregnant 
women was an issue 
flagged by Shiv Sena MP 
Priyanka Chaturvedi, 
who said last month on 
NDTV: “Why should any 
woman be kept out of 
the ambit of vaccination 
because of a biological 
process?”

However, vaccinating 
children (those below 
18) is “still debatable un-
til relevant data is avail-
able”, Dr Bhargava said 
today, in response to calls 
to vaccinate kids ahead 
of a possible third wave 
of infections.

“There is only one 
country giving vaccines 
to children at the mo-
ment. Whether very 
small children will ever 
need vaccines is still a 
question. Till such time 

as we have more data... 
we will not be in a posi-
tion to vaccinate children 
at large,” he said.

“We have started a 
study on children (two to 
18 years old) and will have 
results by September.”

However, vaccination 
for children - which some 
have called for because of 
fears the third Covid wave 
will target children (those 
below 18 years of age) - is 
not allowed for now.

The government has 
not permitted this, citing 
lack of WHO policy on 
this subject.

Bharat Biotech, mak-
ers of the Covaxin vac-
cine, are conducting a 
trial on 525 children 
between two and 18, 
with results expected in 
two-three months, AIIMS 
chief Dr Randeep Guleria 
told NDTV.

The government has 
played down fears chil-
dren will be affected in 
any future Covid waves, 
but has also ordered that 
next month’s sero survey 
will include 14,000 kids 
over the age of six.

Police complaint against PemaKhandu, 
KirenRijijuover BRO road fiasco

itanagar, 02 Jul [Pti]: 
Leaders of four politi-
cal parties filed a police 
complaint against Chief 
Minister PemaKhandu 
and Union Sports Minis-
ter KirenRijiju, accusing 
them of “willful viola-
tion” of several laws and 
Const i tut ion,besides 
an attempt to alter the 
territory of Arunachal 
Pradesh.
The complaint filed on 
Thursday at Kimin police 
station in the Papump-
are district pertained to 
the controversy over the 
Border Roads Organi-
sation (BRO) renaming 
Kimin as Bilgarh in As-
sam during a June 17 
event where Defence 
Minister Rajnath Singh 
inaugurated the 20 km 
Kimin-Potin road and 11 
other such projects.

The complaint was 
filed by KahfaBengia 
and KalingJerang of Peo-
ple’s Party of Arunachal 
(PPA), RuhiTagung and 
RibaPangiaDolo of Janata 
Dal (United), TechiTegi 
Tara and GyamarTana of 
Congress and JarjumEte 

of Janata Dal (Secular).
The complainants 

alleged that Mr Khandu 
and Mr Rijiju violated 
the Arunachal Pradesh 
Statehood Act of 1987, 
Bengal Eastern Frontier 
Regulation of 1873 (Re-
stricted Area Permit) 
and Arunachal Pradesh 
(Land Settlement & Re-
cord) Act of 2000 while 
committing fraudulent 
contempt of Article 3 of 
Constitution.

They also accused the 
chief minister and the 
Union minister of an ille-
gal attempt to distort or 
alter the territory of the 
state that culminated in 
communal tension and 

severe unrest at Kimin.
“It is to draw your 

attention that for the 
same road inaugura-
tion programme, the old 
signboards and founda-
tion stones where Kim-
in-Arunachal Pradesh is 
written were intention-
ally covered with a white 
paste by BRO as alleged, 
despite objections from 
the locals,” they said, 
adding that it led to mis-
givings and suspicion 
among the people of the 
state. 

The complainants 
also alleged that no cor-
rective measures were 
taken after the Kimin-Po-
tin road inauguration 

itinerary and BRO’s inti-
mation letter to the Pap-
um Pare Deputy Com-
missioner showing Kim-
in as Bilgarh in Assam.

They said that Mr 
Khandu had at a press 
briefing on June 21 ac-
cepted that he was aware 
of the “white paste mis-
hap” and had let know Mr 
Rijiju, who was travelling 
with Mr Singh, about it.

“However, no state-
ment and clarification 
has been made by either 
of them till date,” the 
complainants said, alleg-
ing the chain of events 
showed they had “fraud-
ulent” connived with 
Assam Chief Minister 
HimantaBiswaSarma for 
ceding Kimin to Assam.

several students’ 
bodies, including the All 
Arunachal Pradesh stu-
dents’’ Union (AAPSU) 
and All Nyishi Students’ 
Union (ANSU), protested 
over the issue.

A few days back, the 
BRO, which constructed 
the road, apologised to 
the people of the state 
over the issue.
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ADB PROJECT DIVISION
ROADS & BRIDGES DEPARTMENT

GOVERNMENT OF SIKKIM
NIRMAN BHAWAN

CORRIGENDUM
With reference to E-Procurement Notice vide Ref. No. 01/E-Tender-GoS/R&B (ADB)/2021-22, dated: 
22.06.2021, published vide R.O. No. 75/IPR/Classi./21-22, Dt: 22/06/2021.
E-Procurement Notice
The Project Director, ADB Cell, Roads and Bridges Department, on behalf of the Governor of Sikkim invites 
percentage rate bid through e-procurement online in the website www.sikimtender.gov.in by contractors of 
appropriate class registered with state government for execution of work. The bidders should have necessary 
portal enrolment with his/her own Digital Signature Certificate (DSC). The Original copies of EMD & tender 
fee must be delivered in hard copy to the Project Director (ADB), Roads and Bridges Department, Nirman 
Bhawan, Gangtok, personally on 02nd August 2021 up to 1600 Hrs. The bids whose hard copy is not received 
by Project Director (ABD) during the time given will be considered non responsive for bidding even if submit-
ted online.

Sl.
No.

Name of work Tender Value/
bid Value (Rs.in 
Lakh)

Eligibility of 
Contractor

Bid Security 
(EMD) 2.5% of 
the Bid Value 
(Rs.inLakhs)

Cost of 
Tender 
Form (Bid 
Form (Rs. In 
Lakh)

Completion
Period

1. Restoration 
work along 
Melli-Nayaba-
zar Road (SK-
01) and along 
Nayabazar to 
Namchi (SK-02) 
South Sikkim.

1723.90 Class I-A 43.10 1.00 12 months.

The date and submission of completed bid document is as under;

1 Publication of online Tender in e-procurement portal 29.06.2021

2. Uploading of bidding documents in e-procurement portal 29.06.2021

3. Date & time for seeking clarification w.r.t tenders 16.07.2021 at 1300 hrs.

4. Last date of online submission of completed bids 29.07.2021 up to 1600 hours.

5. Date of submission of hard copies (Tender Fee and Security Bid) 02.08.2021 up to 1600 hours.

6. Date of opening of Tender bids 03.08.2021 at 1100 hours.

7. Place of opening of bids Office of the Project Director 
(ABD),
Roads and Bridges Department,
Nirman Bhawan
Gangtok.

Sd/-
Project Director, ADB

Roads and Bridges Department,
Gangtok

R.O. NO. 85/IPR/Pub/Classi/21-22
Date:  02.07.2021

amita mundra is new Chairperson 
of inner wheel District 324

summit report
Gangtok, 02 Jul:

Amita Mundra from 
Inner Wheel Club 

of Gangtok, Sikkim has 
been appointed as the 
30th District Chairman of 
Inner Wheel District 324 

from 01 Jul, 2021, a press 
release informs. 

Her home club, Inner 
Wheel Club of Gangtok 
along with Inner Wheel 
Club of Gangtok Orchid 
felicitated her on the 
start of her one-year ten-

ure.
Inner Wheel District 

324 was formed in the 
year 1992–93 and since 
its inception, the mem-
bers have been working 
tirelessly for the benefit 
of the community in ev-

ery possible way. The dis-
trict has 31 clubs widely 
spread in the North East-
ern states of Assam, Na-
galand, Meghalaya, Sik-
kim, and parts of Bengal. 

Inner Wheel District 
324 is a part of Interna-

tional Inner Wheel, one 
of the largest women’s 
service voluntary orga-
nizations in the world. 
It is active in more than 
104 countries with total 
members being 108614 
in 3979 clubs.

Gift a mobile phone initiative 
Gangtok, 02 Jul [iPR]: 
The first phase of Mobile 
Distribution to under-
privileged children of 
Primary schools under 
the theme, “Gift A Mobile, 
Reach To A Student” initi-
ated by Sikkim Teachers 
Association, West District 
conceptualized by Gen-
eral Secretary STA, West 
cum HM/IC, Singpheng 
School, Phigu Tshering 
Bhutia was held today at 
singpheng school.

The program was 
attended by Pancha-
yat President 11-Darap 
Nambu GPU, Sun Kumari 
Limboo, SMC Chairper-
son, S.B. Limboo, along 
with other SMC mem-
bers, teachers, parents, 
guardians and students. 

The programme 
was virtually attended 
through Google Meet 
by STA, CEC, President, 
K.B.Bhandari, Publicity 
secretary cum spokes-

person, Bhim Khanal, 
STA, DEC, President, 
West, Lakh Hang Subba, 
Vice-President, Sudip 
Subba, Publicity Secre-
tary, G.P. Dahal. 

The programme was 
hosted by STA, DEC, 
General Secretary, West, 
Phigu Tsh. Bhutia.

Five mobile phones 
were presented to three 
students of singpheng 
school namely sodung 
Hang Limboo, Nikela 

Bhutia & Bijendra Kami 
and two students of Sing-
yang School of Gyalshing 
BAC under Yangthang 
Constituency.

One SIM card fully re-
charged was also given 
to Sodung Hang Limboo 
which was sponsored by 
Tej Maya Limboo, PRT, 
Language of singpheng 
school.

STA CEC, President, 
K.B. Bhandari congrat-
ulated the students and 

asked both students & 
parents to use it judi-
ciously and for learning 
purpose. Bhim Khanal, 
Publicity Secretary CEC, 
expressing his views ap-
preciated the steps taken 
by STA West in reaching 
students and connecting 
them with ongoing learn-
ing process.

DEC, President, Lakh 
Hang Subba expressed 
his satisfaction on being 
able to start such new 
steps collectively and 
added that more such 
programs will be held in 
future. speaking in the 
program, Sudeep Sub-
ba, Vice President, STA, 
West, congratulated all 
for being a part of this 
noble job undertaken by 
STA. 

Panchayat President, 
Sun Kumari Limboo and 
SMC Chairperson, S.B. 
Limboo both thanked 
STA for making them a 

part of the program and 
choosing students of the 
school.

Phigu Tsh. Bhutia, 
General Secretary, STA, 
West, highlighted about 
the initiative undertak-
en and future plans. He 
also expressed thanked 
those who contributed 
the phones. 

The donors were 
Area MLA cum Minis-
ter  Bhim Hang Limboo, 
Dechen of Gyalshing 
BAC, Group ‘US’ Nosang, 
Phurba, Sonam Palzor, 
Sunit, Basant, Maita-
man, Lobzang, Deepen-
dra, Sonam Chewang & 
Janukit and Denjongke 
Lhokay group. 

STA West has re-
quested all to spread the 
message of the ongoing 
initiative so that hundreds 
of students are benefited. 

students and parents 
thanked STA for provid-
ing the mobile phones.

andhra’s Covid-19 tally inching towards 19-lakh mark
amaravati, July 2 
(Pti): Andhra Pradeshs 
Covid-19 tally inched 
closer to the 19-
lakh mark, reaching 
18,96,818 on Friday 
with the addition of 
3,464 in the last 24 

hours.
As 4,284 more pa-

tients got cured, the to-
tal recoveries climbed 
to 18,46,716.

With 35 fresh fa-
talities, the gross toll 
touched 12,779, the lat-

est bulletin said.
The number of active 

cases came down to 
37,323, it said.

East Godavari re-
ported 667, Chittoor 
597, West Godavari 
397, Prakasam 349 

and SPS Nellore 262 
fresh cases in the 24 
hours.

The remaining 
eight districts added 
less than 250 each, 
with Kurnool register-
ing the lowest 78.

Mail us at  
advertise@

summittimes.
com

or call us at 
:03592-208698 

Delhi’s peak power demand 
scales new high of 7,323 Mw

New Delhi, Jul 2 (Pti): 
As a heatwave scorched 
the national capital for 
the fourth day in a row, 
Delhi’s peak power de-
mand scaled a new high 
of 7,323 MW on Friday 
afternoon with Chief 
Minister Arvind Kejri-
wal saying that despite 
the sharp rise, electricity 
supply remained unin-
terrupted.

The season’s earlier 
peak of 7,026 MW was reg-
istered on Thursday which 
in turn broke the previous 
day’s record of 6,921 MW.

According to re-
al-time data of Delhi 
State Load Dispatch Cen-
tre, the peak power de-
mand reached 7323 MW 
at 3.16 pm on Friday.

Chief Minister Kejri-
wal took to Twitter to say 
that the city managed to 
meet the peak demand 
without any power cuts.

“Despite a sharp 
increase in electricity 

demand, Delhi has man-
aged it well. No power 
cuts. Uninterrupted pow-
er supply,” he tweeted.

Delhi’s Power Min-
ister Satyendar Jain too 
congratulated the city’s 
power sector.

“Delhi successfully 
met its highest electrici-
ty peak demand of 7323 
MW today. Heartiest 
congratulations to Del-
hi power sector for this 
achievement, he tweeted.

Last year, the peak 
power demand of the 
city was 6,314 MW on 
June 29. The all-time high 
peak power demand of 
7,409 MW was recorded 
in Delhi on July 2, 2019.

BSES discoms -- BSES 
Rajdhani Power Limited 
(BRPL), BSES Yamuna 
Power Limited (BYPL) 
-- successfully met the 
peak power demand of 
3,079 MW and 1,640 
MW, respectively, in their 
areas, a spokesperson of 

the power utility said.
Tata Power Delhi Dis-

tribution Limited suc-
cessfully met the peak 
power demand of 2,104 
MW, the highest so far 
this season, on Friday 
afternoon without any 
network constraint and 
power outage, a TPDDL 
spokesperson said.

The spokesperson 
added that the compa-
ny has adequately pre-
pared for the summer 
season by strengthening 
its power network and 
conducting preventive 
maintenance and condi-
tion-based maintenance 
of all critical electrical 
installations.

Because of the lock-
down and the weather 
this year, Delhi’s peak 
power demand is expect-
ed to be in the range of 
7,000 MW to 7,400 MW, 
though the original esti-
mates were around 7900 
MW, discom officials said.

Petrol prices cross Rs 100-per-litre mark in odisha
Bhubaneswar, Jul 
2 (Pti): Petrol prices 
in various districts of 
Odisha crossed the Rs 
100-per-litre mark on 
Friday.

With the latest in-
crease in petrol prices 
by 36 paise, the fuel now 
costs Rs 100.01 per litre 
in Bhubaneswar, while 
the diesel cost remains 
unchanged at Rs 97.25 
per litre.

A litre of petrol now 
costs Rs 100.3 in Cuttack.

The prices of pet-
rol crossed the Rs 

100-per-litre mark in 20 
districts including sam-
balpur, Bolangir, Sundar-
garh and Rayagada.

Petrol is the costli-
est in the state in tribal- 
dominated Malkangiri at 
Rs 105.08 per litre, while 
the fuel costs Rs 102 per 
litre in Koraput.

The petrol price hike 
is attributed mostly to 
a rise in crude oil prices 
in the international mar-
ket and taxes imposed 
by both state and Union 
governments, an official 
said.

Meanwhile, the state 
government has in-
creased bus fares.

The fares of ordinary 
and express buses have 
been hiked by four paise 
to 80 paise per km and 
93 paise per km respec-
tively.

The fare of deluxe 
and AC deluxe buses 
has been hiked by eight 
paisa to Rs 1.29 per km. 
super-premium services 
have been costlier by 12 
paisa to Rs 2.44 per km.

The revised fare will 
be effective from July 1.
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Caste Compromised
much to sikkim’s shame, caste discrimination 
remains socially sanctioned

The Constitution of India rejected the concept of an untouch-
able caste in 1950. Caste discrimination was outlawed the 

day the Constitution, the supreme law of India, was adopted, 
and yet, even though no longer officially sanctioned,untouch-
ability remains alive in our country. Untouchability is so irra-
tional a concept that even MS Word displays it underlined in 
red; and yet it continues in this land which we celebrate for its 
diversity but do not call out enough for its irrationally cruel ob-
sessions like caste hierarchies. 

What remains a continuing challenge is that caste conscious-
ness is not just a privately held prejudice, but continues to man-
ifest in dastardly acts of violence running the entire spectrum 
- from the physical to the emotional to societal. One would have 
hoped that more than seven decades of having been flagged as a 
criminal offence would have dulled the propensity of caste dis-
crimination to express itself publicly, but that remains wishful 
thinking in a society that continues to shame itself by refusing 
to accept all people as equal. Thousands of anti-dalit attacks 
occur every year, and hundreds of people are killed because of 
their caste. Newspapers continue to report about reprehensible 
acts of violence from across the country directed against people 
only because they belong to the scheduled castes. Caste mani-
fests wearing the fig leaf for tradition in Sikkim and the region 
as well, and while it continues shamelessly in social practices, it 
occasionally leaps at us with disgusting displays of social sanc-
tion of criminal denials. We saw that a few months back when a 
son married to a lady from the SC community was not allowed 
to join his father’s funeral rites. There was some noise [not 
enough condemnation even by the organisation which claims 
to represent the SC community], but rest assured, it is unlikely 
that there are any convictions in the horizon. The organisation 
made more self-righteous noise when similar discrimination 
occurred outside Sikkim’s borders and that should explain why 
the community continues to be so poorly represented here.

The problem is our collective tolerance of discrimination. 
Every time one attends a marriage in rural Sikkim and is not 
offended by the site of celebration “zones” segregated by caste, 
we allow the hideousness of caste discrimination to grow 
stronger. No, it’s not tradition and it is definitely not cultured 
– it is the refusal of those who know it to be wrong to call it 
out and the shamelessness of those who perpetuate it to not 
make amends. One should bear in mind that instances of caste 
discrimination rarely make it to the news not because they are 
rare, but because such instances become issues only when “vic-
tims” themselves go public, not because a cognisable offence 
has been noticed by the civil society or the agencies responsible 
to keep us law-abiding.

The wretchedness has resulted in at least one murder in 
sikkim in recent years and delivers countless denials on a daily 
basis. The State can join the line-up of societies emboldened by 
the right-wing bluster of the current time to unabashedly claim 
it allows such depravity as targeted cruelty against some castes 
despite it being not only illegal, but also offensively immoral. 
The murder one speaks of was reported back in 2015 when a 
68-year-old was accused of having bludgeoned a 24-year-old 
with a wooden beam. The attack proved fatal and newspaper 
reports had confirmed that this was a hate crime – the youth 
was attacked because he belonged to a caste which the alleged 
murderer did not want crossing his hearth! Murder is rarely the 
first crime of a demented mind and in most cases builds up to 
such inevitability after the perpetrators get away with smaller 
acts of violence and notice their heinous hate being comfort-
ably ignored by the society at large and the law & order agen-
cies in particular. 

And before anyone jumps up claiming that caste discrimina-
tion is essentially an upper-caste Hindu turpitude, one needs to 
point out that the practice is as disturbingly observed by oth-
er communities as was codified by those who promulgated it. 
Notwithstanding anything that the Constitution of India or the 
laws of the land might say, caste, as institutionalised inequality, 
oppression and discrimination characterises Indian society it-
self, practiced as much by those who benefit from it as even by 
those whose religions have no place for it. Social get-togethers 
in most of rural Sikkim continue to observe caste segregation 
and although no one gets beaten up for not observing the code, 
the fact that people continue to peddle caste divisions in the 
name of culture or tradition makes a mockery of all tenets of 
equality that the Constitution strives to deliver.

It is important to realize that it is from a series of soft ped-
dling on such issues that discrimination persists. Unless we 
call out physically nonviolent practices like segregation as hate 
crimes, we remain on the wrong side of not only the law but 
also morality. 

Modern Slavery: How Consum-
ers Can Make a Difference

the Communist party claims to have brought prosperity 
and equality to China. here’s the real impact of its rule

ChonGyiFenG
theconversation.com

The Chinese Communist Party (CCP) is in full 
swing to prepare for the 100th anniversary 

of its founding this week, with an intense public-
ity push to crow about its achievements.

However, the CCP has little to celebrate in 
terms of what it has done for China. Its chief 
achievement has been how it has managed to 
survive and stay in power for so long.

So, what exactly does the CCP lay claim to, 
and where does the truth lie?

1. CHINESE SOVEREIGNTY
The top claim on the list is that the CCP uni-

fied the country and secured its independence 
through the founding of the People’s Republic of 
China in 1949. The CCP had accused the previ-
ous government, led by the Chinese Nationalist 
Party (KMT), of being a puppet of the impe-
rialist US.

But China had been a completely inde-
pendent country on all counts before the CCP 
seized power by force from the Nationalists.

With the surrender of occupying Japa-
nese troops at the end of the second world 
war, China was a country that enjoyed full 
sovereignty. It had abolished the unequal 
treaties signed with western powers over 
the previous century and retaken most of 
the concessions and territories claimed by 
foreign powers (with the exception of Hong 
Kong and Macau). China was also exercising 
independent tariff rights.

When the United Nations was established 
in 1945, China even became a permanent 
member state of the UN Security Council and 
was recognised by the international commu-
nity as one of the five great global powers.

2. ECONOMIC PROSPERITY
The CCP also boasts of its economic 

achievements, claiming it unleashed China’s 
potential and turned it into an economic su-
perpower.

But industrialisation and urbanisation 
had been well underway before the CCP 
took power. Despite successive wars, the 
infrastructure for modern cities, transport, 
industries, commerce and finance was be-
ing established across much of the country. 
Shanghai, for instance, was already a sophis-
ticated metropolis in the 1930s, known as 
the “Paris of the Orient”.

Chinese citizens, including peasants, also 
enjoyed full property rights under the mod-
ern legal system created by the government 
of the Republic of China, as well as the right 
to establish and operate free enterprises.

All of these accomplishments were de-

stroyed by the CCP, which confiscated pri-
vate property, eliminated entire classes of 
urban capitalists and rural landlords, and 
wasted opportunities for economic growth 
for three lost decades before returning Chi-
na to a semi-market economy in the 1980s.

3. ERADICATING POVERTY
The CCP and its supporters take partic-

ular delight in their claim the party “lifted” 
hundreds of millions of Chinese out of pover-
ty. Earlier this year, in fact, President Xi Jin-
ping trumpeted a “complete victory” in the 
CCP’s goal of eradicating rural poverty — a 
drive some analysts say was not cost-effec-
tive or sustainable.

While it is true abject poverty has de-
clined sharply in recent decades, it must be 
remembered that failed CCP policies con-
demned millions of people to poverty in the 
first place.

The CCP should never be forgiven for 
its crime of killing up to 45 million people 
through the Great Leap Forward campaign, 
which led to the worst man-made famine in 
Chinese history.

And according to different poverty mea-
surements now used by the World Bank, there 
are still potentially hundreds of millions of 
Chinese still living beneath the poverty line.

4. INSTITUTING A ‘PEOPLE’S DEMOCRACY’
The CCP lays claim to the establishment 

of a “people’s democracy” in China, or what 
Mao Zedong once described as a “democra-
cy for the people” and “dictatorship for the 
enemy”.

But in reality, the party established a 
totalitarian state that interrupted China’s 
march toward constitutional democracy.

The Republic of China had been found-
ed in 1912, and is frequently referred to as 
the first democratic republic in Asia. It had 
a modern legal system, vibrant civil society, 
largely free press, and autonomous schools 
and universities.

In 1928, the KMT united China by force 
and replaced the unstable multi-party de-
mocracy with a “tutelage democracy”, in 
which the KMT monopolised political power 
on the promise it would provide guidance to 
the population to establish a full democracy.

The authoritarian party-state of the KMT 
started the process of democratisation after 
1946. A constitution was enacted the follow-
ing year, and multi-party elections for the 
national parliament and presidency were 
carried out in 1947 and 1948.

The CCP put an end to these political de-
velopments. Under Xi, the current hard-line 

leadership maintains its grasp on power by 
waging an all-out war against universal val-
ues, suffocating Chinese civil society and 
eliminating any opportunity of a peaceful 
transformation toward constitutional de-
mocracy.

The recent crackdown on democratic in-
stitutions in Hong Kong are a clear example 
of the way the country is headed.

5. SOCIALISM AND GREATER EQUALITY
The CCP also talks about bringing socialism 

and greater equality to China, but it created the 
most brutal caste system against the “Five Black 
Categories” during the Cultural Revolution, 
which resulted in the most appalling inequality.

For three decades from the 1950s to the 
1970s, millions of people were classified by the 
communist regime as “landlords”, “rich farmers”, 
“counter-revolutionaries”, “bad elements” and 
“rightists”. These people were routinely separat-
ed out for struggle sessions (a form of public hu-
miliation), re-education through labour, beatings 
and even execution. Many of their children were 
denied education and state employment.

Furthermore, through a special household 
registration system during the Mao years, peas-
ants and their children were registered as ru-
ral residents. They were permanently excluded 
from state welfare, employment and schools in 
urban areas.

This household registration system and 
the rural-urban divide still have serious conse-
quences for rural residents and migrants to ma-
jor cities today.

The communist regime is also still using 
“re-education camps” in the Xinjiang region to-
day as a method of rooting out what it considers 
threats to its power.

6. PROTECTING CHINESE CULTURE
Lastly, the CCP pretends to represent Chinese 

culture nowadays, but it rooted out traditional 
Chinese culture long ago.

During the Mao years, the rural gentry and 
urban intelligentsia – the main defenders of Chi-
nese traditional culture – were either eliminat-
ed or remoulded in accordance with communist 
party-state ideology.

Campaigns were launched during the Cultur-
al Revolution to systematically destroy “the Four 
Olds” deemed undesirable — namely old ideas, 
old culture, old habits and old customs.

The current promotion of Chinese culture 
by the communist party-state is nothing more 
than a cynical move to exploit any opportunity 
to boost Chinese nationalism as a tool to provide 
legitimacy to the regime.

[the writer is associate Professor in China 
studies, university of technology sydney]

Deirdre Shaw, andreas Chatzi-
dakis& Michal Carrington
theconversation.com

Few people want to buy products 
that involve the exploitation or 

enslavement of the workers who 
make them – but that’s exactly what 
most of us do on a daily basis.
Estimates reveal that there are 40.3 
million people in slavery worldwide 
as part of a US$32 billion business. 
Extreme labour exploitation and 
other forms of modern slavery are 
embedded within the supply chains 
of many of the products and services 
that we choose to consume regular-
ly, such as laptops, mobile phones 
and clothing.

This raises important questions: 
how responsible are we for the slav-
ery that is directly connected to our 
consumption, and what role should 
consumers play in reducing the de-
mand and supply of products and 
services made by exploited work-
ers?

On the one hand, the few ex-
amples of government legislation 
– including the UK’s 2015 Modern 
Slavery Act – clearly place some lev-
el of responsibility on consumers 
to be informed, to act, and to make 
choices that help to eradicate mod-
ern slavery. These actions include 
reporting suspected instances of 
exploitation and boycotting known 
products of slavery.

In contrast, however, others are 
increasingly arguing that it’s not 
up to consumers to police modern 
slavery. Commentators such as Sar-
ah O’Connor and Emily Kenway re-
mind us that the causes of slavery 
are systemic, embedded within the 
processes and structures of com-
merce and governance. They rightly 
suggest that slavery and forms of 
extreme labour exploitation cannot 

be reduced without addressing the 
structural role of government and 
business.

CONSUMER-CITIZEN ACTION
Global supply chains are com-

plex and generally not visible or well 
understood by consumers. So ask-
ing them to take responsibility for 
how products are made may let 
businesses (who do understand 
this) and governments (who do 
have the power to change things) 
off the hook. Government and 
business do need to do more to 
address slavery in production 
systems through, for example, 
greater transparency, but where 
does that leave the role of the 
consumer?

Focusing on UK consumer un-
derstanding of modern slavery, 
our research highlights a more 
complicated and active role for 
consumers in challenging the ex-
ploitation of workers who pro-
duce the goods and services they 
consume. It points to the broader 
observation that shoppers are 
often “complicit” when it comes 
to the social and environmental 
consequences of their consum-
er choices. Indeed, we find that 
consumers are not ignorant of 
the risks of slavery and extreme 
labour exploitation. More wor-
ryingly still, some consumers ex-
plicitly express their indifference 
towards such issues.

Reviewing the Modern Slav-
ery Act and similar legislation 
reveals how our current system 
relies on consumers to report 
and boycott instances of slavery 
as a key mechanism in the overall 
eradication plan. We agree with 
the likes of Kenway that shifting 
responsibility away from busi-
nesses and governments and on 

to the consumer risks relieving 
these powerful players of their 
duties and commitments.

Yet, should this argument be 
used to negate all attempts to 
mobilise consumers? While it’s 
right to be suspicious of attempts 
to pass the buck on to consum-
ers, we argue that removing all 
responsibility from consumers 
and insisting that the realm of 
consumption remains a seeming-
ly benign and apolitical arena is 
not a useful way forward either.

The considerable consumer 
inertia in response to scandals in 
the UK such as Boohoo – which 
saw the company accused of 
sourcing its clothes from facto-
ries with poor health and safety 
records and paying staff less than 
the minimum wage – illustrates a 
need to sensitise consumers to 
the slavery in their consumption, 
and to elevate their power to act. 
This may be framed as calling on 
consumers to take positive citi-
zenship action (lobbying) or neg-
ative action (boycotting).

It is important to recognise 
that consumer-citizens are not 
unfamiliar with taking action on 
important issues. For example, 
the understanding that we have 
environmental responsibilities 
as consumers is well rehearsed. 
It is accepted that “we must place 
on the consumer at least some 
of the responsibility for making 
the economy sustainable”, as Tim 
Jackson writes in Material Con-
cerns: Pollution, Profit and Qual-
ity of Life.

Imagine action on climate 
change that didn’t include a role 
for consumers in taking some 
level of responsibility for their 
own impact through the consumer 

choices they make. Changing how 
we consume is a vital link in tran-
sitioning to a cleaner and more just 
society, even though businesses are 
disproportionately responsible for 
carbon emissions. It should be no 
different when we consider mod-
ern slavery.

While we don’t support the 
shifting of unrealistic levels of 
responsibility on to consumers 
when it comes to ridding society 
of modern slavery, our research 
does point to an important role 
for consumers, revealing that 
they do want to take action – just 
not on their own. They want to be 
partners in this modern slavery 
equation, particularly with busi-
ness and government. Greater 
consumer interest, involvement 
and action over modern slavery 
is bound to raise more, not fewer, 
questions about the role and re-
sponsibilities of other groups in-
volved, leading to greater trans-
parency.

The consumer perspective 
should be viewed as a useful 
ally to business and government 
strategies in the campaign to 
eradicate modern slavery. In our 
roles as consumer-citizens we 
can use our voices and actions to 
support and encourage positive 
change. And we must also focus 
our energies on holding those with 
greater power and involvement to 
account.

[Deirdre Shaw is Professor 
Marketing and Consumer Research, 

University of glasgow, Andreas 
Chatzidakis is Professor of Mar-

keting, Royal Holloway University 
of London; Michal Carrington 

is Senior Lecturer in Marketing, 
The University of Melbourne]
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Kathmandu metropolitan City erasing mural that 
honoured frontline pandemic workers invites ire

aNuP oJha
kathmandu, 02 Jul [Kathmandu-
Post]: Ever since the pandemic be-
gan last year, the people most at risk 
of being infected with the coronavi-
rus have been frontline health work-
ers. Also at risk are security person-
nel who have been at the forefront of 
enforcing frequent lockdown orders.

In appreciation of their efforts at 
checking the spread of the pandem-
ic, Dujang Sherpa, a social activist 
and artist, decided to pay a tribute to 
them by painting a mural on the wall 
of the overhead pedestrian crossing 
at Ratnapark.

“The painting was to appreciate 
the work of front liners in the fight 
against the pandemic—doctors, 
nurses and security personnel—as 
well as those who passed away from 
Covid-19,” Sherpa told the Post.

But on Wednesday, half a dozen 
Kathmandu Metropolitan City po-
licemen whitewashed the mural.

This was despite Sherpa having 
approached the ward 28 office of 
Kathmandu Metropolitan City for 
permission for the art work.

“Before we started our work, we 
had taken permission from ward 
28,” said Sherpa.

Appreciating the efforts of sher-
pa and four other artists to com-
memorate the work done by front-
liners, Bhai Ram Khadgi, the chair-
man of ward 28, gave the go-ahead.

“The artists came up with a good 
cause and I gave them permission,” 
Khadgi told the Post.

SangeyThinley Lama, Kipa Sher-
pa, SuminaShrestha and BishalMa-
harjan started working on the mural 
on June 7 and took seven days to 
complete it.

Sherpa, who came up with the 
concept, spent Rs100,000 from his 
own pocket for the expenses.

Following the Kathmandu Met-
ropolitan City’s highhandedness 
and insensitivity by painting white 
over the mural, there was an uproar 
against the move.

What the City did was wrong, ac-
cording to Khadgi.

“If that was a wrong move they 
could have called me and told me to 
stop the painting,” said Khadgi.

According to Sherpa, on the first 
day of painting RajeshworGyawali, 
chief administrative officer of Kath-
mandu Metropolitan City had visited 

the site.
“But he didn’t say anything,” 

Sherpa said. “If it was problematic 
he should have stopped us.”

The artists who painted the mu-
ral said they had received so much 
positive response from the larger 
public.

“After we painted the mural, doc-
tors, nurses and many others praised 
our work for appreciating their real 
work,” said SumnimaShrestha, one 
of the four mural painters. “It was 
positive support for our work, but 
when I heard authorities erasing our 
work it has undermined not only our 
value but also the work of health 
workers during the pandemic.”

This is not the first time that 
Kathmandu Mayor BidyaSundar-
shakya and his administration have 
become subjects of ridicule.

Ever since Shakya was elected 
mayor of the Kathmandu Metropol-
itan City in May 2017 he has failed to 
carry out any sensible work for the 
citizens who voted for him, accord-
ing to observers.

“If you evaluate his past four 
years, he has misplaced all his prior-
ities,” said Kishore Thapa, an urban 
planner and former government sec-
retary. “There has not been a single 
innovation, but he has spent his time 
on many inappropriate tasks while 
other mayors in the Valley are doing 
relatively good work.”

Shakya’s election slogan was to 
make Kathmandu a ‘Cultural, Clean 
and Liveable City’ and he promised 
he would build back and restore 
earthquake-flattened historical 
structures better.

He made tall promises such as 
accomplishing 101 tasks in the first 
100 days, but instead he kept on 
working against the values of the 
City.

He built a concrete wall around 
the historical Rani Pokhari and 
planned to convert it into a swim-
ming pool with coffee shops. Af-
ter widespread criticism he back-
tracked.

He could not make public toi-
lets but kept on talking about smart 
public toilets in the name of making 
Kathmandu a ‘smart city.’ He could 
not accomplish his plan to make it 
a ‘cycle-friendly’ city. Garbage on 
the streets, stray dogs, bumpy in-
ner roads, leaking pipelines, tan-

gled wire on poles are the perenni-
al problems with which his citizens 
have been habituated to live.

In October 2019, campaigners, 
that included city residents, envi-
ronmentalists and heritage activ-
ist launched ‘Occupy Tundikhel’, a 
drive to reclaim public spaces that 
have been encroached upon, painted 
flowers on the derelict KhulaManch 
podium but Shakya sent a police 
force to remove the artwork. After 
his act was criticised, the City police 
returned the artwork.

In April this year the City in-
stalled a 500 kg 10 feet iron map 
of Nepal spending Rs 1 million at 
Maitighar Mandala but that brought 
widespread ridicule for spending 
money unnecessarily. Town plan-
ners called the move nonsensical.

“The mayor has not done any-
thing sensible. Kathmandu has 
shrinking open spaces. Open spaces 
should remain open instead of in-
stalling iron maps,” said urban plan-
ner SumanMeherShrestha. “Green-
ery could have flourished in the area 
instead.”

During the pandemic his lack of 
efforts to check its spread has been 
criticised despite Kathmandu be-
coming a Covid-19 hotspot twice—
last year and this year as well . But 
Mayor Shakya said rather than pre-
vention he would work on treat-
ment.

In contrast neighbouring Lalit-
pur Metropolitan City and Bhakta-
pur Municipality have been better 
prepared.

Last September when he was 
infected, Shakya stayed in quaran-
tine at a five star hotel, for which he 
was widely criticised but he is yet to 
make a single quarantine or isolation 
centre despite promises to construct 

a 5,000-bed integrated quarantine 
centre. 

As of Wednesday, 67,883 people 
have been infected with the virus 
and 491 have lost their lives, accord-
ing to the City’s data.

But he does not seem to want to 
have the frontliners fighting the pan-
demic appreciated for their work.

“This has saddened me. It was a 
good art work on an empty space. 
If there were some political slogans 
their removal might have been jus-
tificable. But the painting’s theme 
was very honorable and attractive,” 
said Thapa, the former government 
secretary.

For doctors, the mural had meant 
that their work was appreciated but 
the action of Kathmandu Metropoli-
tan City has been an insult.

“That work of art had given val-
ue to our work,” said Dr RajibOjha, a 
neurologist at the Tribhuvan Univer-
sity Teaching Hospital. “But when I 
heard of authorities erasing it, it 
showed that they have undermined 
our value and health workers’ con-
tribution during the pandemic.”

Khadgi, the ward 28 chair, said 
that he, Deputy Mayor HariPra-
bhaKhadgi and other ward repre-
sentatives are going to the mayor’s 
office on Friday.

“I even inquired at the City’s en-
vironment division about the eras-
ing of the mural, they said they were 
not aware of it and it was orders 
from higher up,” Khadgi said.

The City’s chief executive officer 
defended the move on Wednesday.

After widespread criticism on so-
cial media, Gyawali tweeted saying 
permission had not been taken from 
Kathmandu Metropolitan City’s office.

“...In a few days the city’s culture 
department is going to paint a cul-

tural art at the same place. Please 
understand our problem,” he said in 
his tweet.

But that response invited more 
criticism from the general public.

“How would a city habituated 
with stinking toilets understand the 
value of art? Besides that the city 
didn’t get any tax or commission let-
ting them paint, so why wouldn’t it 
erase,” tweeted ShishirVaidhya.

“They might have tendered to do 
that n took good amount of commis-
sion. Possibly they paid in crore to 
do that,” tweeted Dreamer.

For artist Shrestha, the response 
on social media is telling.

“It shows how the general public 
knows the value of art when our au-
thorities don’t,” said Shrestha.

The Nepali Congress too has 
waded in to criticise the move to 
erase the mural and said that the act 
has disrespected frontline workers, 
during the pandemic.

“The piled garbage in different 
corners of the city didn’t interfere 
with the City’s beautification, but the 
painting did,” a statement signed by 
Nepali Congress spokesperson Bish-
waPrakash Sharma reads.

For Sherpa the mural was the 
least they could do to appreciate 
the work of the frontliners and com-
memorate the lives the pandemic 
has taken.

“It was impossible to pay for the 
loss caused by the pandemic and we 
didn’t have anything to give for those 
real heroes, so it was just a tribute 
through the art,” said Sherpa. “The 
City failed to comprehend that.”

Its significance was not lost on 
Khadgi, the ward chair who gave 
permission for the artwork.

“The painting was very meaning-
ful at this trying time,” Khadgi said.

anti-Caa 
movement to 
be revived: 
akhilgogoi
Guwahati, Jul 2 (Pti): 
The movement against 
the Citizenship Amend-
ment Act that rocked 
Assam will be revived, 
MLA AkhilGogoi said on 
Friday.

speaking to reporters 
at Nagaon, Gogoi said the 
leaders of the movement 
betrayed the people of 
the state while he was 
kept in jail.

“Now that I am out, I 
want to assure the peo-
ple that the anti-CAA 
movement will resume. 
No (illegal) foreigner will 
be allowed to stay in the 
state,” he said on the way 
to his constituency siv-
asagar, a day after he was 
released from jail.

Gogoi spent nearly 
19 months behind bars 
for his alleged role in the 
violent protests against 
the Citizenship (Amend-
ment) Act in December 
2019. He fought and won 
the recently-concluded 
assembly elections from 
the jail.

Gogoi alleged that the 
BJP-led state government 
was not sympathetic to-
wards the problems of 
the people.

“I will raise the issues 
of big dams and toll gates 
in the state Assembly. If 
the government fails to 
give a proper response, 
we will have to take the 
path of agitation,” he 
said.

On the way to Siv-
asagar, around 400 km 
from Guwahati, Gogoi 
had to stop multiple 
times as his supporters 
and locals lined the roads 
cheering for him.

“This outpour of peo-
ple’s love for a jailed per-
son like me proves that 
I was wrongly confined. 
The BJP kept me behind 
bars and won a second 
term but this won’t hap-
pen again.

In 2026, a new gov-
ernment will be formed. 
The BJP ‘hatao’ (remove 
BJP) movement starts 
from today,” the Raijor 
Dal president asserted.

This was the first 
time that Gogoi shall be 
visiting sivasagar after 
being elected.

Bengal Govtin “denial mode” over post-elec-
tion violence: Calcutta high Court

kolkata, 02 Jul 
[NDtV]: The Mamata 
Banerjee government 
in West Bengal is in “de-
nial mode” about vio-
lence that erupted in 
May following the state 
elections, the Calcutta 
High Court said on Fri-
day, issuing its strongest 
censure yet following re-
peated complaints by the 
BJP.
Saying that there was 
enough evidence to es-
tablish post-poll vio-
lence, the high court said 
the state had been caught 
“on the wrong foot”.

“The state is in denial 
mode,” the judges said.

Acknowledging inci-

dents of sexual violence 
on women and minors, 
the court sent a show 
cause notice to a senior 
police officer for failing 
to assist a National Hu-
man Rights Commission 
(NHRC) team that came 
to probe the allegations.

“The state must re-
spond to queries by 
NHRC. Chief Secretary 
must preserve all sensi-
tive documents on post-
poll violence,” the court 
ordered.

It also ordered a sec-
ond autopsy at the army 
hospital in Kolkata of one 
of the men who was al-
legedly killed in post-poll 
violence.

Leader of the Oppo-
sition suvenduAdhikari 
said he “welcomed” the 
ruling but demanded the 
investigation be trans-
ferred to an “indepen-
dent” agency.

“ ( I n v e s t i g a t i o n ) 
charge should be given 
to independent agen-
cy. FIR must be filed 
outside Bengal and 
probe should contin-
ue. Things will be clear 
then. The interim re-
port proves the affida-
vit (post-poll violence) 
filed by Bengal Chief 
Minister is false,” he was 
quoted as saying by news 
agency ANI.

For two months now, 

the BJP has alleged that 
the state has gone soft 
on curbing post-poll vi-
olence that especially 
targetted its supporters 
and leaders following 
their defeat in the polls 
against the ruling Trina-
mool Congress.

The West Bengal gov-
ernment has said the re-
ports have been greatly 
exaggerated, with fake 
videos and images, 
and most of the inci-
dents of violence that 
took place around the 
May 2 counting day 
happened when the 
state police was under 
the control of the Elec-
tion Commission.

odisha govt to set up centre of excellence in mining
Bhubaneswar, Jul 2 
(Pti): The Odisha gov-
ernment is developing 
the state-run College 
of Engineering in Ke-
onjhar to a centre of 
excellence in research 
of Earth Sciences and 
Technology at a cost 
of Rs 42.50 crore, of-
ficials said on Friday.

The matter was dis-
cussed at a high-lev-
el meeting, chaired 
by Chief Secretary SC 
Mohapatra, on Thurs-
day, they said.

Considering the 
state’s potential as the 
mineral hub of India, 
the chief secretary di-

rected to develop the 
college to an institute 
of international emi-
nence along the lines 
of IIT (ISM) Dhanbad, 
they added.

“Create the high 
class research and ac-
ademic-eco- system 
with smart human re-
source strategies for 
attracting the talents 
from different parts of 
the globe, especially 
the Odia talents who 
have achieved high ac-
claim in the fields of 
Mining, Engineering 
and Geophysics in dif-
ferent countries,” Mo-
hapatra directed the 

officials concerned.
He also asked the 

Skill Development and 
Technical Education 
Department to formu-
late a detailed propos-
al for the necessary 
approval of the gov-
ernment.

Additional Chief 
Secretary PK Jena 
advised that the in-
stitute should have a 
Geology Division with 
a five-year integrated 
course in Applied Ge-
ology, Geophysics and 
Geo- Engineering.

He also directed 
the department to cre-
ate a strong fund for 

the institute to back 
the research and de-
velopment activities.

It was decided that 
the institute  would 
have advanced di-
visions in  Rock Me-
chanics ,  Rock Exca -
vation,  Mineral  Pro -
cessing,  Extractive 
Metal lurgy,  Material 
Testing,  Characteri-
sation,  Geology,  En -
vironmental  Engi-
neering, Mining Plan-
ning and Design, said 
Principal secretary of 
Skill Development and 
Technical Education 
Hemant Kumar shar-
ma.

The entire 
ground-level work 
-- from the construc-
tion of the building to 
installation and test-
ing of the equipment 
-- could be completed 
within a period of 36 
months, he said.

The budget was es-
timated to be around 
Rs 42.50 crore.

The college has a 
permanent campus 
over 37 acres of land 
and is now providing 
consultancy support 
to the mineral- based 
industries even with 
its limited resources, 
sharma said.
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without Giannis, Bucks beat 
hawks 123-112 for 3-2 lead

Milwaukee (aP): Even 
without two-time MVP 
GiannisAntetokounmpo, 
the Milwaukee Bucks 
figured out a way to end 
their recent habit of slow 
starts.

Now they’re just one 
win away from finishing 
off the Atlanta Hawks 
and earning their first 
NBA Finals berth in near-
ly half a century.

Brook Lopez scored 
a playoff career-high 33 
points to lead a balanced 
attack and the Bucks nev-
er trailed in a 123-112 
victory over the Hawks 
on Thursday night that 
gave them a 3-2 lead in 
the Eastern Conference 
finals.

“It’s exciting. But it’s 
obviously not done,” Lo-
pez said. “We need to 
bottle that energy and 
effort we had tonight and 
do it again in two days.”

The Bucks haven’t 
reached the NBA Finals 
since 1974. They won 
their lone NBA title in 
1971.

Milwaukee regained 
the lead in the series by 
grabbing a 30-10 lead 
Thursday and never 
trailing. That marked a 
notable change after the 
Bucks erased an early 
15-point deficit in a 113-
102 Game 3 victory and 
never led in a 110-88 
Game 4 loss.

“It was one of the 
main priorities, just to 
be aggressive out of the 
gate, be the aggressor, 
be more aggressive than 
they were,” Bucks guard 
Jrue Holiday said. “We 
felt like those games 
in Atlanta, whether 
it was energy from 
the crowd or whatev-
er it was, they swung 
and punched us in the 

mouth. We didn’t want 
to take any chances. 
We wanted to come out 
strong and hit first.”

Game 6 is Saturday in 
Atlanta, with the winner 
of the series facing the 
Phoenix Suns in the NBA 
Finals.

Four of the Bucks’ 
starters had at least 22 
points: Lopez, Khris 
Middleton (26), Holiday 
(25) and Bobby Portis 
(22). Middleton also 
had 13 rebounds and 
eight assists. Holiday 
had 13 assists and six re-
bounds.

They all stepped up 
their game while An-
tetokounmpo watched 
from the bench with a 
hyperextended left knee. 
Each team was missing 
its biggest star, as Atlan-
ta’s Trae Young sat out 
a second straight game 
due to a bone bruise in 
his right foot.

Young got hurt when 
he accidentally stepped 
on an official’s foot 
along the sideline in 
Game 3. Antetokoun-
mpo landed awkward-
ly after trying to block 

Clint Capela’s dunk at-
tempt in Game 4.

Just as the Hawks’ 
role players delivered 
with Young sidelined 
in Game 4, Antetokoun-
mpo’s teammates came 
through Thursday.

Portis took Antetok-
ounmpo’s spot in the 
starting lineup and had 
the Fiserv Forum fans 
chanting “Bobby! Bob-
by!” on multiple occa-
sions, continuing some-
thing that started during 
Milwaukee’s Game 2 
blowout victory. Portis’ 
22 points were a playoff 
career high.

“Knowing the situa-
tion we were in, one of 
the best players in the 
world went down on our 
team,” Portis said. “So 
other guys had to step 
up. Guys stepped up and 
played their role to a ‘T.’ ”

BogdanBogdanovic 
led the Hawks with 28 
points. Atlanta also got 
19 points each from John 
Collins and DaniloGalli-
nari, and 17 from Lou 
Williams.

The Bucks never 
trailed and led by as 

many as 20 in the first 
quarter, making most of 
their shots and getting 
second-chance opportu-
nities on their rare miss-
es. The game was nearly 
eight minutes old by the 
time Cam Reddish got 
Atlanta’s first defensive 
rebound.

“They were the more 
physical, more aggres-
sive team from start to 
finish tonight,” Hawks 
coach Nate McMillan 
said.

Milwaukee led 36-
22 after a first quarter 
in which the Bucks out-
scored the Hawks 28-8 in 
the paint. They ended the 
game with a 66-36 edge 
in the paint.

Atlanta cut the lead to 
65-59 when Bogdanovic 
hit a 3-pointer to open 
the third-quarter scor-
ing, but that’s as close as 
the Hawks would get in 
the second half.

“We didn’t match 
their intensity, their en-
ergy,” Gallinari said. “We 
definitely need to start 
the game better.”

This marked the sec-
ond straight game in this 

series without any lead 
changes. The Hawks nev-
er trailed in Game 4.

TIP-INS
Hawks: McMillan said 

he expects Young to be a 
game-time decision on 
Saturday. ... Capela was in 
the starting lineup after 
being listed as question-
able before the game due 
to inflammation in his 
right eye. Capela took an 
inadvertent elbow to the 
face from Milwaukee’s 
Sam Merrill late in Game 
4. He had six points and 
eight rebounds.

Bucks: During his 
pregame availabili-
ty, Bucks coach Mike 
Budenholzer offered 
no update on when An-
tetokounmpo might be 
able to return. Buden-
holzer said Antetok-
ounmpo did some 
work in the weight 
room and training 
area but wasn’t with 
his teammates on the 
court Thursday morn-
ing. … The Bucks made 
their first two 3-point 
attempts but missed 
their next 12 and fin-
ished 9 of 29.

west indies beat South africa by 21 runs; series at 2-2
St George’s, Jul 2 (aP): 
The West Indies over-
came the loss of a key 
bowler to beat South 
Africa by 21 runs in the 
fourth Twenty20 inter-
national, leveling the 
five-match series at 2-2.
The fifth and deciding 
match will be played Sat-
urday.

The West Indies lost 
left-arm spinner Fabian 
Allen to a shoulder inju-
ry suffered in the field as 
they defended their total 
of 167-6.

Dwayne Bravo 
stepped up and took 
4-19, including the cru-
cial wicket of Quinton de 
Kock for 60, as the West 
Indies restricted South 
Africa to 146-9.

Captain Kieron Pol-
lard also played a vital 
role with the ball to com-
pensate for Allen’s loss, 
taking 1-24 from his four 
overs.

Andre Russell had 
an increased workload, 
taking 2-20 and self-de-
clared Universe Boss 
Chris Gayle failed with 
the bat but claimed the 
wicket of Proteas open-
er Reeza Hendricks with 

his first delivery and fin-
ished with 1-11. Gayle 
also took two catches.

“Chris (Gayle) bowl-
ing that one over and 
getting a wicket... some-
times you take a chance 
and it works,” said Pol-
lard, who was man of the 
match.

Pollard said with Al-
len out of action with 
a dislocated shoulder 
“straightaway we had to 
make up some overs.

“In the first couple 
of games I didn’t bowl 
much,” he said, “then I 
bowled in the last game. 
It was a matter of trying 
to use a lot of experience. 
Having (Bravo) and Obed 
McCoy continuing to do 
well for us and having 
Andre Russell coming 
into the game today and 
bowling his four overs 
and getting a couple of 
wickets... I think it was 
crucial for us.

“It was a total team 
effort from us, so let’s see 
what happens on Satur-
day.”

For the first time in 
the series, South Africa 
won the toss Thursday 
and was able to ask the 

West Indies to bat.
The home team was 

in trouble at 101-6 in 
the 15th over before the 
flagging innings was res-
cued by an unbroken 66-
run partnership for the 
eighth wicket between 
Pollard and Allen.

Pollard struck a half 
century from 24 balls, 
including five sixes, and 
finished 51 not out. He 
took three sixes among 
25 runs from the 19th 
over which was almost 
the difference between 
the teams.

Allen played an im-
portant supporting role, 
scoring 19 from 13 balls 

as the West Indies shored 
up their innings in the 
last five overs.

“I didn’t face many 
deliveries in the last cou-
ple of games, so I tried to 
give myself a chance and 
being there at the end is 
something that I’ve done 
time and time again,” Pol-
lard said.

The West Indies total 
was par for the series. 
In the first match South 
Africa made 160-6 bat-
ting first, in the second 
it made 166-7 and in the 
third 167-8.

As long as de Kock 
was at the crease, South 
Africa seemed in with a 

chance of winning the 
match and the series. It 
would be South Africa’s 
first win in a T20 series 
in two years.

De Kock batted until 
the 18th over, taking his 
63 runs from 43 balls. 
South Africa needed 50 
runs off the last 25 balls, 
a not insurmountable 
task.

But when de Kock 
steered a wide delivery 
from Bravo directly to 
Lendl Simmons at point, 
the Proteas’ chase was all 
but over. After de Kock, 
the next best effort for 
South Africa was Aiden 
Markram’s 20.

Here come the sons: guerrero, 
Tatis voted All-Star starters

New YoRk (aP): The 
sons are coming out for 
the All-Star Game in Den-
ver.
Vladimir Guerrero Jr. 
joined his father as an 
All-Star and Fernando Ta-
tis Jr. accomplished a feat 
his dad never achieved.

Toronto’s first base-
man and San Diego’s 
shortstop were among 
nine first-time All-Stars 
elected Thursday to start 
the July 13 game at Colo-
rado’s Coors Field.

Blue Jays second 
baseman Marcus Semien 
and outfielder Teoscar 
Hernández also were 
first-time All-Stars cho-
sen in fan voting, joined 
by Los Angeles Angels 
two-way sensation Sho-
heiOhtani, picked as the 
American League’s des-
ignated hitter; Boston 
third baseman Rafael De-
vers, Cincinnati outfield-
ers Nick Castellanos and 
Jesse Winker, and Pitts-
burgh second baseman 
Adam Frazier.

Injured Angels out-
fielder Mike Trout was 
elected to start for the 
eighth straight time, his 
ninth overall selection, 
and Kansas City catcher 
Salvador Pérez was voted 
in for the fourth time and 
seventh appearance.

St. Louis third base-
man Nolan Arenado 
was voted to his fourth 
straight start and sixth 
appearance, in his first 
season after he was trad-
ed by Colorado. He’ll be 
making his second visit 
to Coors Field after play-
ing there this weekend 
with the Cardinals.

New York Yankees 
outfielder Aaron Judge 
was selected for the third 
time, and Boston short-
stop XanderBogaerts 
gained his second elec-

tion to start and third ap-
pearance.

san Francisco catch-
er Buster Posey is set for 
his fifth start and sev-
enth appearance, his first 
since 2018. Posey sat out 
the 2020 season due to 
health concerns for his 
family after he and his 
wife adopted premature-
ly born twins.

Atlanta first baseman 
Freddie Freeman was 
elected to his third start 
and fifth appearance, and 
Braves outfielder Ronald 
Acuña Jr. to his second 
start.

The All-Star Game re-
turns this year following 
the cancellation of last 
year’s showcase at Dodg-
er stadium due to the 
coronavirus pandemic, 
which caused the start of 
the season to be delayed 
until late July. This year’s 
game was moved to 
Denver from Atlanta by 
Major League Baseball 
in response to election 
law changes enacted by 
Georgia. Critics have con-
demned the changes as 
being too restrictive.

Guerrero and Tatis 
are 22-year-old sons for 
former big leaguers.

Vladimir Guerrero 
was a nine-time All-Star 
from 1996-2011 and was 
inducted into the Hall of 
Fame in 2018. Fernando 
Tatis was a third base-
man, outfielder and first 
baseman who played in 
the major leagues from 
1997-2010.

The Guerreros are 
the fifth father-son pair 
chosen to the game as 
starters, joining Ray and 
Bob Boone, Bob and Bret 
Boone, Bobby and Bar-
ry Bonds, and Cecil and 
Prince Fielder.

Ohtani, Mets slug-
ger Pete Alonso, Orioles 

fan-favorite Trey Manci-
ni and Rockies shortstop 
Trevor Story have been 
confirmed for this year’s 
All-Star Home Run Derby. 
Alonso won the previous 
event in 2019 at Cleve-
land.

Phase one of voting 
ran from June 3-24 and 
phase two from Monday 
to Thursday this week.

Hernández beat Min-
nesota outfielder By-
ron Buxton by less than 
5,000 votes for the final 
AL outfield spot in the 
closest race.

Trout matched Manny 
Ramirez, Alex Rodriguez 
and Hall of Famers Gary 
Carter and Ryne Sand-
berg with eight consecu-
tive fan elections, trailing 
only Hall of Famers Rod 
Carew (15), George Brett 
and Ken Griffey Jr. (11 
each), Wade Boggs and 
Ozzie Smith (10 apiece), 
and Johnny Bench, Mike 
Piazza and Iván Rodrí-
guez (9 each).

Eleven teams had 
players elected, led by 
Toronto with three, and 
Boston, Atlanta and Cin-
cinnati with two each. 
The Blue Jays have been 
been away from home 
since 2019 due to Cana-
dian government corona-
virus restrictions.

Pitchers and reserves 
determined by player 
voting and the commis-
sioner’s office will be 
announced Sunday. Each 
All-star team has 32 
players

In relatively close 
votes, Winker edged the 
Los Angeles Dodgers’ 
Mookie Betts 16% to 
13%, Arenado beat the 
Dodgers’ Justin Turn-
er 40% to 30% and 
Bogaerts defeated the 
Blue Jays’ Bo Bichette 
42% to 37%.

India at Wimbledon: Ankita and partner bow out in first round of women’s doubles
london, Jul 2 (Pti):AnkitaRaina’s maiden appearance in Wimbledon’s main draw ended in 
disappointment as the Indian and her American partner Lauren Davis lost in straight sets to 
the US pair of Asia Muhammad and Jessica Pegula.

The 14th seeds disposed off the challenge from the Raina-Davis pair beating them 6-3 6-2 
in 70 minutes during a late evening match on Court No 11.

Ankita, however, will be pairing with compatriot RamkumarRamanathan in the mixed 
doubles event where they would meet their country’s seasoned pair of SaniaMirza and Ro-
hanBopanna.

Sania and her American partner BethanieMattek-Sands are through to the second round 
of women’s doubles while Bopanna and DivijSharan are already out, having lost their men’s 
doubles opening round encounter.

ranatungacriticises slC for hosting 
“second string indian team”

Colombo, Jul 2 (Pti): 
Sri Lanka’s World 
Cup-winning former cap-
tain ArjunaRanatunga 
has slammed the coun-
try’s cricket board for 
agreeing to host a “sec-
ond string Indian team” 
in a white-ball series lat-
er this month, saying that 
it is nothing short of an 
“insult”.

India and Sri Lanka 
are due to compete in 
three ODIs and as many 
T20 Internationals be-
ginning July 13.

With India’s major 
stars like skipper Vi-
ratKohli and his limit-
ed-overs deputy Rohit 
Sharma in England for 
an upcoming Test series, 
the team here is being 
led by opening batsman 
ShikharDhawan and fea-
tures half a dozen un-
capped players.

“This is a second 
string Indian team and 
their coming here is an 
insult on our cricket. I 

blame the current ad-
ministration for agreeing 
to play with them due 
to television marketing 
needs,” Ranatunga, a gov-
ernment minister until 
two years ago, told re-
porters at his residence.

“India sent their best 
team to England and sent 
a weaker side to play 
here. I blame our board 
for that,” added the leg-
endary batsman, who 
led Sri Lanka to the 1996 
ODI world title.

The visiting team has 
just completed its com-
pulsory quarantine and 
would play the home 
team in the first ODI on 
July 13.

India’s National Crick-
et Academy chief and cel-
ebrated former captain 
Rahul Dravid is the head 
coach for the tour.

Ranatunga also 
spoke about the cur-
rent poor run of the 
Lankan team in the in-
ternational arena.

sri Lanka lost their 
fifth T20 series in a row 
when they went down 
3-0 to England last 
month.

They were also forced 
to send back three senior 
players from the ongo-
ing tour of England for 
breaching bio-bubble 
protocol.

Ranatunga said the 
lack of discipline was 
also the fault of the ad-
ministration and when 
he was at the helm, he 
did not allow any mis-
conduct.

He demanded the 
overhauling of the local 
administration and ad-
vocated the appointment 
of an interim commit-
tee to manage sri Lanka 
Cricket (SLC). It was only 
mid May that the current 
SLC administration was 
elected.

Ranatunga was the 
head of an interim com-
mittee politically ap-
pointed in 2007-08.
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anxious afghans fear tomorrow; many seeking to leave
kaBul, afghanistan (aP): Imtiaz 
Mohmand, just 19, makes a living selling 
melons out of a crate perched on his three-
wheel motorcycle in the Afghan capital’s 
Kart-e-Now neighborhood. He only man-
aged to finish Grade 7 before being sent to 
work to help support a family of 13. He has 
been robbed twice. Both times, his mobile 
phone was taken, along with his meager 
earnings of the day.
In four days, he and four friends will leave 
Afghanistan. They have paid a smuggler to 
sneak them across the border to Iran and 
into Turkey.
“There’s no job, no security here. There 
are thieves everywhere. I tried to make a 
living but I can’t,” said Mohmand, who has 
seven friends already on their way to Tur-
key.

Mohmand’s frustration and anxieties 
run like a theme through most conversa-
tions in today’s Afghanistan as Afghans 
witness the final withdrawal of the U.S. 
military and its NATO allies.

U.S. President Joe Biden said Ameri-
ca did what it came to Afghanistan to do 
-- hunt down and punish the al-Qaida ter-
rorist network that carried out the 9/11 
attacks. After nearly 20 years, Biden said 
it was time to end America’s “forever war”

Afghans, however, say international 
forces are leaving a country deeply impov-
erished, on the brink of another civil war 
and with a worsening lawlessness that ter-
rifies some more than the advancing Tali-
ban insurgency. The warlords with whom 
the U.S.-led coalition partnered to oust the 
Taliban are resurrecting militias with a 
history of devastating violence to fight the 
insurgents, who have made gains even in 
the warlords’ northern strongholds.

So significant is the danger that Wash-
ington’s top general in Afghanistan, Gen. 
Austen Miller, warned this week in Kabul 
at what had all the hallmarks of a farewell 
press briefing that escalating violence 
risked a civil war “that should be a con-

cern to the world.”
Outside the Turkish Visa Center in Ka-

bul’s city center, the road is crowded with 
four-wheel drive vehicles and new Toyota 
corollas belonging to the wealthier who 
are looking for visas to leave. since the an-
nouncement of the final withdrawal, thou-
sands of visa applications have inundated 
the Turkish Embassy in Kabul. Other em-
bassies have also reported a dramatic in-
crease.

“Our people are thinking maybe a civil 
war will start and that is the main prob-
lem why people want to go abroad,” said 
Abdullah Saeed, a lecturer at Kabul’s Poly-
technic University. He was applying for a 
visa to attend a conference. “Our political 
parties are all getting weapons. Everyone 
has weapons here, so that is why people 
are frightened.”

The closure of some Western em-
bassies and warnings by others for their 
citizens to leave only deepen the sense 
of dread. While some Afghans choose to 
leave, legally or illegally, others settle their 
families abroad then continue to work in 

Afghanistan.
Afghans are lining up by the thousands 

at the Afghan Passport office to get new 
passports, possibly to leave, uncertain 
what tomorrow will bring.

SaliaSiddiqi sat under a tree with three 
of her seven children, one of thousands 
of people at the passport office. She was 
waiting to submit her papers for her fam-
ily’s passports, though she wasn’t sure 
whether she’d be able to travel or how 
even to afford it.

“There is no security anywhere. You 
can’t travel to the provinces,” she said. “It’s 
not about me but what about my children? 
I don’t know if they will have a future here. 
We think there will be violence, it will be a 
dark time.”

“Our biggest enemy is uncertainty,” 
said TamimAsey, founder and executive 
chairman of the Kabul-based Institute of 
War and Peace Studies. “It is not that we 
don’t have hope ... It’s not that we don’t 
have the capability to formulate or create 
a vision for the country in the absence of 
the international community. It’s that dark 

cloud of uncertainty looming.”
Afghanistan looks significantly differ-

ent than in 2001. There is internet, most 
people have mobile phones, women are 
in the workforce and schools for boys and 
girls are open, though most Afghans, who 
can afford only public schools, complain of 
the lack of qualified teachers, supplies and 
even buildings.

Even the Taliban have sought to en-
courage Afghans to stay home, promising 
they have nothing to fear from them. 
The Taliban have sent some of their 
senior council members from their 
political headquarters in the Middle 
Eastern state of Qatar to assure mi-
nority ethnic groups that they can 
live safely under the Pashtun-domi-
nated movement.

Still, many Afghans say after 20 
years and billions of dollars their fu-
ture seems bleak. Afghanistan is one 
of the most corrupt countries in the 
world, according to Transparency In-
ternational. Its political leadership is 
deeply divided, squabbling over al-
most everything, even the presiden-
cy. Last year, there were briefly two 
presidents.

Many of Afghanistan’s elite and po-
litical leadership have a passport other 
than Afghan, and often their families live 
abroad. “They are dual citizens. They do 
their business here, whether it’s in gov-
ernment, outside of the government,” said 
Asey. “They are not invested in blood and 
treasure in this country.”

The jobless rate is officially at 35%, 
though likely higher. Asey says barely 
13% of the hundreds of thousands of new 
university graduates every year find jobs. 
According to the World Bank, 54% of the 
population is below the poverty line, mak-
ing less than $1.90 a day.

The melon seller ImtiazMohmand 
earns roughly 300 Afghanis a day, around 
$3, but there’s days he doesn’t make a sale, 

like Thursday, when he had to pay 400 Af-
ghanis out of pocket to his supplier. Near-
by, AzizullahRahman makes 200 Afghanis 
($2.50) a day selling car cleaning cloths. 
He’s single but back home in Logar prov-
ince, and he has more than a dozen peo-
ple relying on his income. Across from the 
grand EidGah Mosque, Dost Mohammad, 
who drives a communal taxi on the route 
to the eastern city to Jalalabad, hasn’t had 
a fare in two days.

Yet since 2002, the United States has 
spent more than $144 billion on recon-
struction and development -- more than 
$17 billion just to assist Afghan govern-
ment ministries, according to Washing-
ton’s own watchdog monitoring U.S. tax 
dollar spending on Afghan reconstruction. 
Billions more have been spent on security.

Gen. DawlatWaziri, a former Defense 
Ministry spokesman, complained that the 
international community didn’t create 
lasting jobs or hand off skills and indus-
tries to Afghans to become self-sufficient.

“For example, every bullet had to come 
from America,” he said. “Why weren’t we 
making them here?”

But most Afghans blame corrupt poli-
ticians and officials, many of whom live in 
Kabul’s luxurious Shairpur neighborhood. 
There, five- and six-story marble man-
sions jostle for space, many protected by 
barricade and heavily armed guards. For 
decades, the district was home to some of 
the city’s poorest, living in homes of sun-
baked mud or rough-hewn bricks, until 
they were pushed out by the rich.

At his small family woodworking shop, 
GhulamFarooq complained that all the for-
eign cash ended up going to warlords.

“For every regime we had hope and 
every regime disappointed us, even the 
foreigners,” he said. “Now people are es-
caping through every border ... Only those 
who have no money and no means will 
stay here as they always have. And they 
will suffer.”

as troops leave, uS to keep airstrike option in afghanistan
washington, Jul 2 (aP): The U.S. mil-
itary will remain involved in the Afghan-
istan war into September, keeping the 
option of launching airstrikes against the 
Taliban to defend Afghan forces, U.S. offi-
cials said Thursday, even as the final com-
bat troops prepare to leave the country in 
coming days.
For weeks, officials have said the with-
drawal of the main U.S. military force and 
its equipment from Afghanistan would be 
largely completed by this weekend, well 
ahead of the Sept. 11 deadline set by Pres-
ident Joe Biden. Army Gen. Scott Miller, 
the top U.S. commander there, would then 
leave, marking a significant turning point 
in the U.S. mission. But a range of com-
plicating factors means that will not end 
America’s involvement in the 20-year war.
Officials said when Miller flies out, his 
combat role, including authority to carry 
out strikes on the Taliban and to conduct 
counterterror operations against al-Qa-
ida or other groups, will be taken over by 
Marine Gen. Frank McKenzie, the top U.S. 
commander for the Middle East, who is 
based in Florida. Officials said there have 

been several U.S. airstrikes in support of 
the Afghans in recent weeks, using war-
planes based outside of Afghanistan, and 
those strikes will continue.

The new U.S. commander inside Af-
ghanistan will be Navy Rear Adm. Peter 
Vasely, who will head the security mission 
at the U.S. Embassy. He is already in Kabul, 
working with Miller on a transition, said 
the officials, who discussed new details of 
the withdrawal on condition of anonymity.

Vasely will have 650 U.S. troops in the 
country, based largely at the embassy to 
secure the diplomatic mission, a force that 
will remain indefinitely. In addition, until 
September, McKenzie will have the au-
thority to keep up to 300 more troops in 
Afghanistan to help with security, includ-
ing at the airport, said the officials.

The Pentagon and other U.S. leaders 
from the White House to Capitol Hill have 
expressed alarm about a recent surge in 
violence in Afghanistan, amid fears that it 
will lead to a widespread civil war and the 
collapse of the Afghan government and its 
military.

During his final press conference in 

Kabul earlier this week, Miller painted a 
grim picture of the security situation. He 
noted the rapid loss of districts around the 
country to the Taliban and warned that a 
civil war is certainly a path that can be vi-
sualized if this continues on the trajectory 
it’s on right now, that should be of concern 
to the world.

The U.S., meanwhile, is also scrambling 
to develop a plan to get some of the thou-
sands of Afghan interpreters and others 
who aided the U.S.-led coalition out of the 
country. While the U.S. military is not ex-
pected to play a major role in the evacua-
tion, troops may be needed to ensure se-
curity for the departures.

Thus, while the military has hastened 
its exit, security requires that the Septem-
ber deadline remain the final goal.

‘We remain on the timeline that the 
president announced just a few weeks 
ago, which is to get our troops out of Af-
ghanistan, while having a remaining diplo-
matic presence on the ground, by Septem-
ber,” said White House press secretary Jen 
Psaki this week.

Officials have repeatedly stressed that 

security at the Hamid Karzai International 
Airport in Kabul is a critical requirement 
for keeping any U.S. diplomatic staff in 
Afghanistan. While Turkey has agreed to 
continue that mission, agreements with 
the Afghans and the U.S. have not been fi-
nalized.

As part of the agreement with Turkey, 
the U.S. would keep a C-RAM or Count-
er-Rocket, Artillery, Mortar system at the 
airport, as well as troops to operate it. 
The U.S. also plans to leave aircrew 
for helicopter support at the airport.

It is unclear exactly when Miller 
will board a plane and depart with 
his staff and security, but it is ex-
pected soon. Once he leaves and the 
equipment withdrawal is complete, 
the U.S. will shift its focus to two mis-
sions protecting the diplomats and 
providing financial and logistical sup-
port to the Afghan government from out-
side the country.

That withdrawal essentially fulfills an 
agreement made when the Trump admin-
istration signed a peace deal with the Tal-
iban in February 2020. The deal called for 

the withdrawal of U.S. forces by May 2021, 
and in exchange, the Taliban vowed to cut 
ties with al-Qaida and ensure that Afghan-
istan would not again become a safe hav-
en for militants seeking to attack the U.S. 
After taking office, Biden moved the with-
drawal deadline to Sept. 11.

The U.S. has also made it clear that it 
will continue to monitor terror groups op-
erating in Afghanistan, including al-Qaida 
and the Islamic State group. And the U.S. 
maintains its authority to strike any mil-
itants that pose a threat to the American 
homeland.

Bagram Airfield, a massive complex 
north of Kabul that has long been the 
heart of American military power in Af-
ghanistan, is to be turned over to the Af-
ghans any day now.

NATO agreed in April to pull out its 
roughly 7,000 non-American forces, and 
as of this week 19 nations had announced 
troop withdrawals totaling more then 
4,800. Germany and Italy declared their 
missions in Afghanistan over on Wednes-
day and Poland’s last troops have returned 
home.

hundreds believed dead in heat wave despite efforts to help
SaleM, ore. (aP): Many of the dead were 
found alone, in homes without air condi-
tioning or fans. Some were elderly — one 
as old as 97. The body of an immigrant 
farm laborer was found in an Oregon nurs-
ery.
As forecasters warned of a record-break-
ing heat wave in the Pacific Northwest and 
western Canada last weekend, officials set 
up cooling centers, distributed water to 
the homeless and took other steps. Still, 
hundreds of people are believed to have 
died from Friday to Tuesday.
An excessive heat warning remained in ef-
fect for parts of the interior Northwest and 
western Canada Thursday.

The death toll in Oregon alone reached 
79, the Oregon state medical examiner 
said Thursday, with most occurring in 
Multnomah County, which encompasses 
Portland.

In Canada, British Columbia’s chief 
coroner, Lisa Lapointe, said her office re-
ceived reports of at least 486 “sudden and 
unexpected deaths” between Friday and 
Wednesday afternoon. Normally, she said 
about 165 people would die in the prov-
ince over a five-day period.

She said it was too soon to say with 
certainty how many deaths were heat re-
lated, but that it was likely the heat was 
behind most of them.

Washington state authorities have 
linked more than 20 deaths to the heat, 
but authorities said that number was like-

ly to rise.
In Oregon’s Multnomah County, the av-

erage victim’s age was 67 and the oldest 
was 97, according to county Health Officer 
Jennifer Vines.

In a telephone interview Thursday, 
Vines said she had been worried about 
fatalities amid the weather forecasts. Au-
thorities tried to prepare as best they 
could, turning nine air-conditioned county 
libraries into cooling centers.

Between Friday and Monday, 7,600 
people cooled off amid the stacks of books. 
Others went to three more cooling cen-
ters. Nearly 60 teams sought out homeless 
people, offering water and electrolytes.

“We scoured the county with outreach 
efforts, with calls to building managers 
of low-income housing to be checking on 
their residents,” Vines said.

But the efforts weren’t enough, she 
said: “It’s been really sobering to see these 
initial (fatality) numbers come out.”

Oregon Office of Emergency Manage-
ment Director Andrew Phelps agreed. 
“Learning of the tragic loss of life as a re-
sult of the recent heat wave is heartbreak-
ing. As an emergency manager – and Ore-
gonian – it is devastating that people were 
unable to access the help they needed 
during an emergency,” he said.

Among the dead was a farm laborer 
who collapsed Saturday and was found 
by fellow workers at a nursery in rural 
St. Paul, Oregon. The workers had been 

moving irrigation lines, said Aaron Corvin, 
spokesman for the state’s worker safety 
agency, Oregon Occupational Safety and 
Health, or Oregon OSHA.

Oregon OSHA, whose database listed 
the death as heat-related, is investigating 
labor contractor Andres Pablo Lucas and 
Ernst Nursery and Farms, which did not 
respond to a request for comment. Pablo 
Lucas declined to comment Thursday.

Farm worker Pedro Lucas said the man 
who died was his uncle, Sebastian Francis-
co Perez, from Ixcan, Guatemala. He had 
turned 38 the day before he died.

Lucas, who is cousins with the labor 
contractor, was summoned to the scene. 
But by the time he arrived, his uncle was 
unconscious and dying. An ambulance 
crew tried to revive him but failed. Lucas 
said Perez was used to working in the heat 
and that the family is awaiting an autopsy 

report.
Reyna Lopez, executive director of a 

northwest farmworkers’ union, known by 
its Spanish-language initials, PCUN, called 
the death “shameful” and faulted both 
Oregon OSHA for not adopting emergen-
cy rules ahead of the heat wave, and the 
nursery.

Corvin said Oregon OSHA is “exploring 
adopting emergency requirements, and 
we continue to engage in discussions with 
labor and employer stakeholders.”

He added that employers are obligated 
to provide ample water, shade, additional 
breaks and training about heat hazards.

An executive order issued in March 
2020 by Oregon Gov. Kate Brown would 
formalize protecting workers from heat, 
but it is coming too late for the dead farm-
worker. Brown’s order focuses on reduc-
ing greenhouse gas emissions and also 
tells the Oregon Health Authority and Ore-
gon OSHA to jointly propose standards to 
protect workers from excessive heat and 
wildfire smoke.

They had until June 30 to submit the 
proposals, but due to the coronavirus 
pandemic, the two agencies requested the 
deadline be pushed back to September.

In Bend, Oregon, a scenic town next 
to the snowy Cascade Range, the bodies 
of two men were found Sunday on a road 
where dozens of homeless people stay in 
trailers and tents.

Volunteer Luke Richter said he stepped 

into the trailer where one of the men, 
Alonzo “Lonnie” Boardman, was found.

“It was very obviously too late. It was 
basically a microwave in there,” Richter 
told Oregon Public Broadcasting.

Cooling stations had been set up at the 
campsite on Saturday, with water, sports 
drinks and ice available.

Weather experts say the number of 
heat waves are only likely to rise in the Pa-
cific Northwest, a region normally known 
for cool, rainy weather, with a few hot, 
sunny days mixed in, and where many 
people don’t have air conditioning.

“I think the community has to be re-
alistic that we are going to be having this 
as a more usual occurrence and not a one-
off, and that we need to be preparing as 
a community,” said Dr. Steven Mitchell 
of Seattle’s Harborview Medical Center, 
which treated an unprecedented num-
ber of severe heat-related cases. “We 
need to be really augmenting our disaster 
response.”

This week’s heat wave was caused 
by what meteorologists described as a 
dome of high pressure over the Northwest 
and worsened by human-caused climate 
change, which is making such extreme 
weather events more likely and more in-
tense.

Seattle, Portland and many other cities 
broke all-time heat records, with tempera-
tures in some places reaching above 115 
degrees Fahrenheit (46 Celsius).
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luXury liFe! the model, Bella hadid is spotted leaving 
her hotel in paris to visit the oscar de la renta fashion 
house.

The
Big Pic

ARIES:
The truth is, we know. We always know what’s best 
for us and what isn’t. But, we’re in the habit of letting 
both the world and the voice of our small, ego self 
mess with our heads. What you want to instead is tune 
into the wisdom of your body. Take the discomfort and 
queasiness as a sign that the given opportunity is not in 
alignment with your truth. On the other hand, if you are 
experiencing a case of the butterflies, take that leap of 
faith you’ve been resisting for a while now.
TAURUS:
Sometimes, two plus two equals four. At other times, it’s 
sum total is 22. Sounds trippy? Well, you haven’t seen 
anything yet! What the cards want you to become aware 
of: the signs and symbols and omens that are revealed 
to you from beyond the veil. The Universe has a sense 
of humour, Taurus, and you’re about to experience the 
giggles first hand.
GEMINI:
Let’s talk about stress and anxiety, Gemini. Where do 
you suppose these emotions are stemming from? Could 
your need to obsess over what’s gone be a hindrance to your 
soul’s growth? Remember, both the past and the future are an 
illusion. All you truly have is this moment. So, embrace—
nay, make love—to the now, and in doing so, you will find 
that the demons are beginning to loosen their grip on you.
CANCER:
You can spend a lifetime debating over who wronged 

whom and why. But your higher self knows there are 
no straight answers to these questions. Everything 
transpired for a reason. A reason that is beyond human 
comprehension. So instead of playing the blame game, 
honour the soul lessons. Be grateful for all the ways in 
which your past experiences transformed you and made 
you a better person. This will help you recognise that 
things are neither good, nor bad. They simply are.
LEO:
There are no shortcuts, Leo. No magic formula that 
will take you directly to the desired destination within 
seconds. So, hold the long-term vision in mind’s eye 
as you continue to hustle. Yes, this requires you to 
look beyond the current fluctuations in the physical 
landscape. Remember, silencing the voice of the inner 
critic is just as important. In the words of Sophia Bush: 
“You’re allowed to be both a masterpiece and a work-
in-progress simultaneously.”
VIRGO:
The eclipse season drama is about to get wilder, Virgo, 
and you’re going to be presented with a front row 
ticket. At any point of time, you will have two options: 
to watch the show with mild interest or allow the others to 
lower your vibration. We sure hope you will stay in your 
centre and act in alignment with your highest good today.
LIBRA:
There are times to take a laid-back approach, and 
allow things to transpire at their own pace. But, now 

is *not* such a time in your life, Libra. What you are 
being called to do is embrace that go-getter within you, 
the one who believes the impossible is possible. At the 
same time, do not give into the illusion that you have 
to build everything single-handedly. The Universe is 
aligning you with fellow warriors—warriors who are 
just as invested in the mission as you are.
SCORPIO:
We tend to glorify romantic relationships endlessly. In 
doing so, we forget the real heroes who show up for us—
unconditionally—every single day. Today, you’re being 
asked to visualise your soul connections in the form of a 
circle of trust as you send them waves and waves of love 
across the multiverse. This includes not just your closest 
friends and family members, but coworkers, neighbours, 
acquaintances, employees and pets too. They all bring 
a unique flavour to your existence, Scorpio, a unique 
flavour that makes your life oh-so-luscious.
SAGITTARIUS:
It’s not just about what you say, but about how you say 
it too. Tap into the gift of the gab, Sagittarius. Make 
a strong case for what you stand for and how you 
would have liked to be supported. The right dose of 
assertiveness and compassion will help you make an 
impact on the other person. Remember, the divine plan 
is perfect and without a flaw. There is a reason your 
paths have crossed again.
CAPRICORN:

Often, we start off with a certain idea. However, as we 
go along, the given idea no longer makes sense to us. It’s 
okay to experience disillusionment. It’s okay to have a 
foolproof plan at hand. Instead of running away from this 
feeling, sit down with it and pour it a cup of tea. What 
you will realise in the process is that you have grown in 
different ways since you first started walking this path, 
and that you need to reassess and revise a few things.
AqUARIUS:
Aquarius, are you holding on when the Universe is 
asking you to let go? We repeat: Are you holding on when 
the Universe is asking you to let go? It’s time to loosen the grip 
on your past, beautiful. To assess all the ways in which you 
could be limiting your own growth. Start by clearing out the 
clutter from a time long gone, and physical reminders that bear 
testimony to the good memories too. Remembering that what 
you’re making space for is far more precious than what you’re 
leaving behind will help you power through the chaos.
PISCES:
“Imagine all the people, livin’ life in peace. You may 
say I’m a dreamer, but I’m not the only one. I hope that 
someday you’ll join us and the world will live as one.” Friday 
finds you humming John Lennon’s classic and moonlighting 
as a conduit for hope and peace. Despite the fluctuations 
in your current reality, you are convinced that humanity is 
transitioning from the dark ages, and that we, as a collective, 
will witness the light. As always, the change begins with 
you, Pisces. So, ask yourself the question, “how can I 
raise the universal vibrations today?”

Hard lessons for lawyers in 
Cosby case; tougher for victims

PhilaDelPhia (aP): The seven jus-
tices who reversed Bill Cosby’s convic-
tion this week spent months debating 
whether he had a secret agreement with 
a prosecutor that tainted his 2018 crim-
inal sexual assault conviction.
In the end, Pennsylvania’s highest court 
ruled that a district attorney had in-
duced Cosby to give incriminating tes-
timony in 2005 for a lawsuit, with the 
promise that no criminal charges would 
be filed. Then, a decade later, another 
prosecutor used it against him — a fun-
damental violation of his Fifth Amend-
ment rights. “America’s Dad” walked out 
of prison Wednesday and won’t face any 
further trials in the case.

The public outcry over Cosby’s sud-
den release three years into a potential 
10-year sentence was swift, with #Me-
Too activists worried it would have a 
chilling effect on survivors. And lawyers 
for another high-profile man convict-
ed of sexual assault, Harvey Weinstein, 
praised the decision.

But criminal law experts believe the 
court acted reasonably in finding that a 
prosecutor’s word should be honored, 
even by a successor. One called the rul-
ing a wakeup call for prosecutors who 
might try to quietly resolve a case with-
out a paper trail, or make a deal over a 
handshake.

“It probably would have been much 
better lawyering to get it all in writing,” 
Loyola Law School professor Laurie 
Levenson, a former prosecutor, said of 
the hidden deal in the Cosby case. “It’s a 
teachable moment, I think, for prosecu-
tors across the nation. It’s a big lesson.”

Levenson, too, fears the quick take-
away is that “another celebrity gets 
away with a crime.” More deeply, she 
said, the case illustrates the need for le-
gal agreements that are “open, fair and 
transparent.”

“For survivors of sexual assault, 
it’s got to be another incredibly upset-
ting, frustrating moment,” she said. “So 
(there are) good lessons for prosecutors 
and hard lessons for survivors.”

The court heard arguments in De-
cember. On Wednesday, a majority of the 
justices, 6-1, found Cosby’s case should 
be overturned. But the justices split 4-2 
on whether he should go free or face a 
third trial. The two dissenting justices 
questioned if Cosby had ever really been 
promised immunity — or whether an 
abuse of power led to former Montgom-
ery County prosecutor Bruce Castor’s 
“odd and ever-shifting explanations” of 
his promise to Cosby.

They urged their colleagues to con-

demn the tactics, lest others follow suit 
and make promises that later entrap de-
fendants who agree to talk.

“We should reject Castor’s misguid-
ed notion outright and declare that 
district attorneys do not possess this 
effective pardon power,” Justice Kevin 
Dougherty wrote in a partial dissent.

Castor, testifying for the defense 
soon after Cosby’s arrest in late 2015, 
said he had promised Cosby’s lawyer 
in 2005 that the actor would never be 
charged over his encounter with Andrea 
Constand, in part so that he could help 
her wage a lawsuit against Cosby.

No legal documents were drafted. 
No immunity agreements went before a 
judge. Even Castor’s top assistant, who 
had led the initial investigation, said she 
knew nothing about it. Neither did Con-
stand’s lawyer, according to testimony 
at the sometimes surreal preliminary 
hearing in February 2016.

Castor said he discussed the agree-
ment with a Cosby lawyer who had 
since died. And he said he issued a 
signed press release to announce the 
end of the investigation. several courts 
have since parsed the wording of that 
press release, which opines that both 
parties in the case could be seen “in a 
less than flattering light,” and cautions 
that Castor would “reconsider this deci-
sion should the need arise.”

Constand, in the wake of that deci-
sion, sued Cosby in federal court.

In the depositions that followed, the 
trailblazing actor made lurid admis-
sions about his sexual encounters with 
a string of young women. He acknowl-
edged giving them drugs or alcohol be-
forehand, while he stayed sober and in 
control. The list included Constand, who 
said she took what she thought were 
herbal products at Cosby’s direction, 
only to find herself semiconscious on 
his couch.

Cosby, in the deposition, famously 
said he ventured “into the area that is 
somewhere between permission and 
rejection” as Constand lay still.

Neither he nor his lawyers ever as-
serted his Fifth Amendment right not to 
incriminate himself during four days of 
sworn testimony.

“Cosby would’ve had to have been 
nuts to say those things if there was any 
chance he could’ve been prosecuted,” 
Castor testified at the 2016 hearing. He 
said his goal in steering the case to civil 
court was to find Constand an alternate 
form of justice.

“I was hopeful that I had made Ms. 
Constand a millionaire,” said Castor, 

who later represented former President 
Donald Trump in his second impeach-
ment trial, where he was acquitted of 
inciting the violent mob that stormed 
the U.S. Capitol on Jan. 6.

In 2015, a federal judge unsealed 
some of Cosby’s testimony upon a re-
quest from The Associated Press, and 
Castor’s successor reopened the case. 
Judge Steven O’Neill allowed some of 
the statements to be used at trial.

It was that unusual sequence of 
events that troubled the Pennsylvania 
high court — even though O’Neill and a 
lower appeals courts had found Castor’s 
talk of a non-prosecution agreement not 
credible.

Whatever their view of such blanket 
promises, the Supreme Court justices 
found that Cosby and his lawyers relied 
on it in giving the deposition.

Therefore, “the principle of funda-
mental fairness that undergirds due 
process of law in our criminal justice 
system demands that the promise be 
enforced,” Justice David N. Wecht wrote 
for the four-person majority, which in-
cluded all three of the high court’s fe-
male judges.

The panel avoided ruling on the 
thorny issue of how many witnesses 
should be allowed to testify about a de-
fendant’s prior bad acts in a criminal 
case — an issue many lawyers hoped 
they would clarify.

O’Neill had allowed just one other 
accuser to testify at Cosby’s first trial in 
2017, but upped the number to five at 
the retrial the following year, when Cos-
by was convicted.

“Everyone was watching this case 
for the ‘other evidence’ ruling. This (rul-
ing) came out of the blue,” said Jules Ep-
stein, a Temple University law professor.

At least one justice, Thomas Saylor, 
would have sent the case back for a new 
trial over the “other accuser” issue, ac-
cording to his solo opinion. But it be-
come moot when the majority agreed to 
bar any future prosecutions in the case.

Washington lawyer Joseph Cammara-
ta represented several accusers in defa-
mation suits filed against Cosby, which his 
insurer settled after the 2018 conviction. 
He regrets that some people see the ruling 
as a vindication of the actor.

“They haven’t rejected the alle-
gations of the 60-plus people who 
asserted that Cosby assaulted them. 
They haven’t rejected the five people 
that testified. Nor have they rejected 
the jury’s verdict that Cosby was guilty 
of sexual assault-related charges,” Cam-
marata said.

Machine Gun Kelly Film Changes Title 
After Criticism From Mac Miller’s Brother

Mac Miller’s brother, Miller McCormick, appeared to 
criticize an upcoming film in which Machine Gun Kelly 

will play a troubled music star.
Machine Gun Kelly’s latest film wasn’t sitting well with the 
brother of late rapper Mac Miller. 

In response to a recent announcement that the 31-year-
old “Bloody Valentine” performer, who goes by Colson Baker 
in his acting work, is set to portray a troubled music star in the 
drama Good News, Mac’s brother, Miller McCormick, shared a social 
media message seemingly criticizing the project.

McCormick, who did not specifically mention Machine Gun 
Kelly or the film’s title, appeared to take particular umbrage with 
the movie’s title, as “Good News” was Mac’s first posthumous sin-
gle from his January 2020 album, Circles. Mac Miller died in 2018 
of an accidental drug overdose at age 26. “f--k you.f--k your movie.at least change the title,” McCormick 
shared to his Instagram Story on Thursday, July 1, according to Complex. 

In response, production company Rivulet Media issued a statement to E! News on July 1 to clarify 
that the movie is a work of fiction and that the title, which was intended as an homage to Mac, will be 
changed due to the criticism.  “Our film is about a fictional musician on the rise with a troubled 
life,” the statement read. “It’s not in any way a biopic or based on any artist’s true life. We realize 
the title, which was intended as an homage to Mac Miller, and other artists gone too soon, feels 
disrespectful. We’ve heard from many people on social media who have found offense with the 
title so, without hesitation, we will change it.”


