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Sikkim sees 4th consecutive day with no COVID deaths
SUmmit repOrt
gangTOK, 17 Oct: 

Saturday was the fourth 
consecutive day with no 

COVID related deaths in Sikkim. 
The number of active COVID 
cases has also gone down to 
275. The figure of discharged 
patients of COVID-19 has 
further improved to 3152 in 
Sikkim with the discharge 
of 56 more patients from 
isolation facilities on Friday. 

In the meantime, 36 fresh 
cases of novel coronavirus 
have been reported in the State 
in the last 24 hours taking the 
number of confirmed cases of 

COVID-19 reported so far in 
Sikkim to 3567. Two persons 
are currently in the ICU facility 
of STNM hospital.

Twenty-one new cases 
of novel coronavirus were 
detected in the RT-PCR testing 
of 232 samples at VRD Lab 
in STNM hospital on Friday, 
while two more cases were 
found in the TrueNat testing 
of 12 cases. Thirteen more 
positive cases of COVID-19 
were reported in the State in 
the rapid antigen testing of 49 
samples.

In the daily health 
bulletin on Saturday, Health 

Department State IEC Officer, 
Sonam G Bhutia informed that 
out of 36 new cases, 33 have 
been reported in East District 
and three in South District.

While giving the details 
of new cases found in RT-
PCR, he mentioned that one 
person from the Emergency 
Ward of STNM hospital 
and one from ICU of STNM 
hospital and two nurses 
of STNM hospital, who are 
presently at YatriNiwas 
and two from the Central 
Referral Hospital, Tadong 
[one from Tadong and one 
from Lumsey] reported 

positive for COVID-19.
Likewise, two persons 

from Tadong, Three from 
Bahai School Road in Tadong, 
two from 5th Mile Tadong and 
one person from Pani House, 
one from Rumtek, one from 
Penlong, one from Tumin, one 
from above TadongGumpa, 
one from Tibet Road, one from 
Chandmari and one from 6th 
Mile Tadong were also tested 
positive for COVID-19 in RT-
PCR testing, he said.

In TrueNat testing, one 
person from Tadong and 
another from Phewa Busty 
Tadong were also reported 

COVID-19 positive.
One person from Decheling, 

one from Lumsey, one from 
Lachung in North Sikkim, one 
from near Thansing School in 
Bermiok, one from Mamring, 
one from Khamdong, one 
from ChotaSingtam, two from 
IBM Rangpo and one from 
Makha were found COVID-19 
in the rapid antigen testing, 
Mr Bhutia said. He added that 
one person from Pouony, 
one from Namchi Hospital 
quarter and one from Lower 
Ghurpisey in South District 
also tested positive for 
COVID-19 in RAT.

India’s COVID-19 infection 
tally crosses 74 lakh 

with 62,212 new cases
new delhi, Oct 17 (pTi): India’s COVID-19 
caseload went past 74 lakh, while the number of 
people who have recuperated from the disease 
crossed 65 lakh pushing the recovery rate to 87.78 
per cent, according to data updated by the Union 
Health Ministry on Saturday.

The coronavirus death toll climbed to 1,12,998 
with the virus claiming 837 lives in a day, while the 
infection tally mounted to 74,32,680 with 62,212 
new cases being reported, the data updated at 8 am 
showed.

The active cases of coronavirus infection 
dropped below eight lakh for the first time in one-
and-half months, the ministry said.

For nine days in a row the active cases remained 
below nine lakh.

There are 7,95,087 active cases of coronavirus 
infection in the country which comprises 10.70 per 
cent of the total caseload, while the recoveries have 
surged to 65,24,595, according to the data.

The COVID-19 case fatality rate due COVID-19 
was recorded at 1.52 per cent.

India’s COVID-19 tally had crossed the 20-lakh 
mark on August 7, 30 lakh on August 23 and 40 lakh 
on September 5 . It went past 50 lakh on September 
16, 60 lakh on September 28 and crossed 70 lakh 
on October 11.

According to the Indian Council of Medical 
Research (ICMR), a cumulative total of 9,32,54,017 
samples have been tested up to October 16 with 
9,99,090 samples being tested on Friday.

The 837 new fatalities include 306 from 
Maharashtra, 73 from Karnataka, 61 from West 
Bengal, 57 from Tamil Nadu, 46 from Uttar Pradesh 
and 40 from Chhattisgarh.

Total 1,12,998 deaths reported so far in the 
country includes 41,502 from Maharashtra, 
followed by 10,529 from Tamil Nadu, 10,356 from 
Karnataka, 6,589 from Uttar Pradesh, 6,382 from 
Andhra Pradesh, 5,946 from Delhi, 5,931 from West 
Bengal, 3,980 from Punjab and 3,617 from Gujarat.

The health ministry stressed that more than 70 
per cent of the deaths occurred due to comorbidities.

“Our figures are being reconciled with the Indian 
Council of Medical Research,” the ministry said 
on its website, adding that state-wise distribution 
of figures is subject to further verification and 
reconciliation.

Cm lays foundation stone for kali 
darshan yatra at West pendam

gangtok, Oct 17 [ipr]: 
Chief Minister Prem Singh 
Tamang laid the foundation 
stone of Kali Darshan Yatra 
at Gadi under West Pendam 
constituency today.
The function also had the 
presence of Speaker LB Das, 
who also happens to be the 
area MLA, Minister for Tourism 
and Civil Aviation Department, 
BS Panth, Rhenock MLA BK 
Sharma, Press Advisor to 
CM, CP Sharma, Advisors, 
Chairpersons along with the 
public of West Pendam and 
Rhenock constituencies.

It may be mentioned here 
that the Kali Darshan Yatra 
project will be developed by 
Tourism and Civil Aviation 
Department and would 
comprise of a walkway with 
flat stone pitching along Gadi/
Aley Bhir leading to Kali Devi 
Mandir through a tough rocky 
cliff (Gadi Bhir) of 300 metres 
approximately, development 
of cave area, landscaping and 
beautification at take off point 
and Mandir Area.

Thereafter, Honble Chief 
Minister along with other 
dignitaries attended an official 
function at Government 
Primary School, Budang.

While addressing the 
gathering, the Chief Minister 
said that the foundation stone 
of Kali Darshan Yatra was 
laid with an aim to develop a 
walking trail from Gadi Bhir 
to the Mandir which passes 
through tough rocky cliff. This 
place has huge potential of 
strengthening the economy 

of the people as well as in 
generating employment 
opportunities, he added.  He 
said that the State Government 
has been working collectively 
for the development of rural 
areas and also suggested ways 
and means to explore the 
tourism potentials and include 
the region in the tourism map 
of the State.

While speaking on the 
Education and Health sectors, 
the Chief Minister stated 
that thrust has been laid 
by the State Government to 
improve the educational and 
health sectors in the State. 
He further added that despite 
the COVID-19 pandemic, the 
Government has been working 
tirelessly for the collective 
benefit of the general public.

He informed that the 
present Government has 
opened three dialysis centres 
at the STNM hospital, District 
Hospital Geyzing and District  
Hospital Namchi, recently. He 
further informed about the 
establishment of first tertiary 
cancer care centre at STNM 
hospital, Sochyagang. He 
also added that the present 
Government has worked 
diligently to set up the First 
Viral Testing Lab in the State 
as well.  He also informed 
about the Intensive Care 
Units(ICU) which has been 
established at Geyzing and 
Namchi hospitals.

He also stated that the 
present Government has 
been working tirelessly 
to upgrade the quality of 

education in schools and has 
initiated several measures. 
He also highlighted on the 
Mukya Mantri Jiwan Raksha 
Kosh and health insurance 
scheme started by the 
present Government and 
also mentioned that till now 
more than 1200 persons have 
availed the health insurance 
scheme in the State. He also 
mentioned that the State 
Government is providing 
financial support to the poor 
and needy to address the dire 
need and necessity during any 
sickness.

The Chief Minister also 
highlighted the  schemes 
and policies of the State 
Government like the 
enhancement of the Old 
Age Pension, launched of 
Sikkim Garib Awas Yojana, 
upgradation and strengthening 
of roads in all constituencies, 
incentives under agricultural 
and Dairy sector and other 
schemes for the benefit of the 
people.

He also informed about 
the project in the pipeline to 

address the issues of scarcity 
of water in Central Pendam 
and Budang areas.

He specifically urged 
the public to follow the 
official guidelines of COVID 
-19 and also called for 
strict implementation of 
the standard operating 
procedures.

He concluded his address 
by extending Dasai greetings 
to the people of Sikkim.

Mentioning this occasion 
as a historic day,

Honble Speaker SLA,  L.B. 
Das in his address welcomed 
the HCM and thanked the 
public for their overwhelming 
support and bringing the 
Government into power.

He specifically pointed 
out that development 
should be done on the basis 
of priority.

He also extended his 
gratitude to the Chief 
Minister on behalf of 
the public of Central 
Pendam for providing 
financial assistance for the 
maintenance of Kali Mandir.

He also highlighted and 
spoke on the concept of 
Rogi Kalyan Kosh and added 
that the  dedicated website 
and app will provide more 
transparency.

In his address,  Hon’ble 
Minister for Tourism  B. S. 
Panth highlighted the State 
Government plans and vision 
in tourism sector.

During the function, 
Principal Chief Engineer, 
Tourism and Civil Aviation 
Department,   Prakash Chettri 
presented the technical report 
on the Kali Darshan Yatra.

This was followed by the 
felicitation of Chief Minister 
by the public of Budang under 
Rhenock Constituency, Nishani 
Kali Trust and Sunakhari Club, 
Central Pendam.

On the occasion, Chief 
Minister also launched the Rogi 
Kalyan Kosh website(www.
rkkwestpendam.com)and app 
developed by Creative Group, 
CIPL, Kolkata.

He also presented a cheque 
to Sunakhari Club Dhap 
amounting to Rs 15 lakhs.

At the onset, Chief Minister 
visited and offered his 
prayers at the Shiva Temple 
at Karmithang and Tashi 
Palden Gumpa at Sajong 
Monastery.

Earlier,   MLA Rhenock 
Constituency  B. K. 
Khatiwada presented the 
welcome address. The 
function ended with the 
vote of thanks proposed 
by Chairman, Housing 
Board,  Karma Tashi Bhutia.

global coronavirus cases rise 
by one-day record of 400,000

london, 17 Oct (reuters): Global coronavirus cases 
rose by more than 400,000 for the first time late on 
Friday, a record one-day increase as much of Europe 
enacts new restrictions to curb the outbreak.

Europe, which successfully tamped down the first 
surge of infections, has emerged as the new coronavirus 
epicentre in recent weeks and is reporting on average 
140,000 cases a day over the past week.

As a region, Europe is reporting more daily cases 
than India, Brazil and the United States combined.

Of every 100 infections reported around the world, 
34 were from European countries, according to a 
Reuters analysis. The region is currently reporting 
a million new infections about every nine days and 
has reported more than 6.3 million cases since the 
pandemic began.

Major European countries - United Kingdom, 
France, Russia, Netherlands and Spain -- accounted for 
about half of Europe’s new cases in the week to Oct. 18, 
according to Reuters tally.

France is reporting the highest seven-day average 
of new cases in Europe with 19,425 infections per day 
followed by the United Kingdom, Russia, Spain and 
Netherlands in worst affected European countries.

Several European countries are closing schools, 
cancelling elective surgeries and enlisting student 
medics as the authorities face a COVID-19 resurgence.

Russia is moving students to online learning and 
Northern Ireland is closing schools for two weeks and 
restaurants for four.

In Spain, authorities in Catalonia ordered bars and 
restaurants to close for 15 days and limited the numbers 
of people allowed in shops.

The Czech Republic has also shifted schools to 
distance learning and plans to call up thousands of 
medical students. Hospitals are cutting non-urgent 
medical procedures to free up beds.

Polish health officials have warned the country is on 
the brink of a disaster as a record 6,526 new coronavirus 
infections and 116 deaths were reported this week. 
Poland is ramping up training for nurses and considering 
creating military field hospitals.

Latin America is the worst-affected region with about 
27% of total COVID-19 cases followed by Asia, North 
America and Europe, according to a Reuters analysis.

Nagaland reports 94 new 
COVID-19 cases, 1 fresh fatality

Kohima, Oct 17 (pTi): 
Nagaland’s COVID-19 
tally rose to 7,698 on 
Saturday as 94 more 
people tested positive 
for the infection, while 
one fresh fatality pushed 
the state’s coronavirus 
death toll to 28, a health 
official said.

Dimapur district 
reported the highest 
number of fresh 
infections at 55, 
followed by Kohima 
(23) and Mon (nine), 
Health Minister S 
Pangnyu Phom said.

Thirty more people 
have been cured of the 
disease, he said.

A coronavirus 
patient died in Kohima 

during the day, 
Additional Director of 
Health Department, Dr 
Denis Hangsing, said.

Probe into three 
earlier deaths has 
found the coronavirus 
patients had succumbed 
to the infection, taking 
the number of fatalities 
due to the disease to 21, 
he said.

Six coronavirus 
patients have died due 
to other ailments, while 
a probe is underway to 
find the cause of one 
more fatality, the official 
said.

S i x t y - f i v e 
coronavirus patients 
have migrated to other 
states so far, he said.

The state now has 
1,529 active coronavirus 
cases, while 6,076 people 
have recovered from 
the disease so far, 
Hangsing said.

The recovery rate 
among the COVID-19 
patients in the state 
has dipped to 78.92 
per cent after going up 
to 87.82 per cent on 
September 8, he said.

Dimapur has the 
highest number of 
active cases at 986, 
followed by Kohima 
(372) and Mokokchung 
(58).

The state has tested 
89,735 samples for 
COVID-19 so far, he 
added.

asian Online team chess: 
india women in joint lead

chennai, Oct 17 (pTi): Indian 
women won all their three matches on 
Saturday to share the top spot with the 
Philippines and Iran after six rounds 
in the Asian Online Nations (Regions) 
Cup Team Championship.

Starting the day in eighth place 
after three rounds, the top-seeded 
Indians routed Myanmar 3-5-0.5 in 
the fourth round, before thrashing 
Singapore 4-0 in round five and ended 
the day with a 3-1 win over Indonesia in 
the sixth round to round off a good day.

Woman Grandmaster R Vaishali 
and IM Padmini Rout were the star 
performers for India, winning all their 
three games.

Playing on top board, the Chennai-
based Vaishali beat higher-rated Irine 
Kharisma Sukandar in the match against 
Indonesia after having put it across 
Qianyun Gong (Singapore) and Hsu Lwin 
May (Myanmar).

Rout had wins over Soe Ohnmar 
(Myanmar), Yang Hazel Liu (Singapore) 
and Chelsie Monica Ignesias Sihite 
(Indonesia) on Saturday.

India is on 10 Match Points (two 
points for a win, one for a draw) and 
shared the lead with the Philippines 
and Iran, who also have equal number 
of points. The tournament is being 
played on nine-round Swiss System 
preliminaries in both men’s and 
women’s division with a time control of 
15 minutes + 5 seconds increment.

The top eight teams will qualify to 
the knockout stage of quarter-finals, 
semi-finals and finals. Each stage will be 
a duel of two matches. Cash prizes worth 
USD 20,000 and gold, silver and bronze 
certificates as individual board prizes in 
the preliminary stages are up for grabs.

The men will play matches in the 
seventh to ninth rounds on Sunday with 
the top-seeded India in fourth place.
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suspect in teacher’s beheading in France was chechen teen
paris (ap): A suspect 
shot dead by police after 
the gruesome beheading 
of a history teacher in an 
attack near Paris Friday 
was an 18-year-old 
Chechen, police said.
France’s anti-terrorism 
prosecutor’s office 
said that authorities 
investigating the 
horrific killing of the 
man in Conflans-
Sainte-Honorine have 
also arrested nine 
suspects, including the 
grandparents, parents 
and 17-year-old brother 
of the attacker.

The teacher had 
discussed caricatures 
of Islam’s Prophet 
Muhammad with his 
class, authorities said.

Chechnya is a 
predominantly Muslim 
Russian republic in 
the North Caucasus. 
Two wars in the 1990s 
triggered a wave of 
emigration, with many 
Chechens heading for 
western Europe.

France has seen 
occasional violence 
involving its Chechen 
community in recent 
months, believed linked 
to local criminal activity 
and score-settling.

A police official said 
the suspect in Friday’s 
attack armed was shot 
dead about 600 meters 
(yards) from where the 
teacher was killed. He 
was armed with a knife 
and an airsoft gun — 

which fires plastic pellets 
— and police opened fire 
after he failed to respond 
to orders to put down 
his arms, and acted in 
a threatening manner. 
The official could not 
be named because they 
were not authorized 
to discuss ongoing 
investigations.

French President 
Emmanuel Macron 
arrived quickly at the 
school on Friday night to 
denounce what he called 
an “Islamist terrorist 
attack.” He urged the 
nation to stand united 
against extremism.

“One of our 
compatriots was 
murdered today because 
he taught ... the freedom 
of expression, the 
freedom to believe or not 

believe,” Macron said.
The French anti-

terrorism prosecutor 
opened an investigation 
for murder with a 
suspected terrorist 
motive, the prosecutor’s 
office said.

It is the second time 
in three weeks that 
terror has struck France 
linked to caricatures of 
the Prophet Muhammad. 
Last month, a young 
man from Pakistan was 
arrested after stabbing 
two people with a meat 
cleaver outside the 
former offices of the 
satirical newspaper 
Charlie Hebdo.

The weekly was 
the target of a deadly 
newsroom attack in 
2015, and it republished 
caricatures of the 

prophet this month to 
underscore the right to 
freedom of information 
as a trial opened linked 
to that attack.

Friday’s terror 
attack came as Macron’s 
government works on 
a bill to address Islamic 
radicals, who authorities 
claim are creating a 
parallel society outside 
the values of the French 
Republic.

The teacher had 
received threats after 
opening a discussion 
“for a debate” about the 
caricatures about 10 
days ago, a police official 
told The Associated 
Press. The parent of 
a student had filed a 
complaint against the 
teacher, another police 
official said.

mamata announces sop for techies ahead of puja
Kolkata, Oct 16 (pTi): 
West Bengal Chief 
Minister
Mamata Banerjee on 
Friday announced that 
employees of state- run 
Webel Ltd and techies 
of agencies engaged 
will now be treated as 
contractual staffers of 
the state government, 
terming it a ‘Durga 

Puja gift’.
The chief minister 

said that they will get 
several benefits with 
this announcement, 
including job certainty 
till the age of 60.

“Bengal is known 
for its e-governance & 
today I’m pleased to 
announce my Pujo gift 
for young IT personnel 

working to improve 
our e-services for the 
people of Bengal.

W e b e l / W T L /
agency-engaged IT staff 
in state govt shall now 
be directly engaged 
as contractual staff of 
GoWB,” she tweeted.

“They will also get 
30 days leave & 10 
days medical leave 

annually along with 
usual maternity leaves 
for women.

They’ll have tenure 
certainty till 60 years 
age & get Rs 3 L on 
attaining 60 years 
as terminal benefit. 
Further, Swasthya Sathi 
will cover their medical 
expenses,” Banerjee 
added.

mizoram’s cOVid-19 tally rises to 2,245
aizawl, Oct 17 (pTi): 
Mizoram on Saturday 
reported 16 new 
COVID-19 cases, pushing 
the state’s tally to 2,245, 
an official said.

Of the 16 new cases, 
11 were reported from 
Aizawl district, two from 
Lawngtlai and one each 
from Kolasib, Saitual and 

Champhai districts, the 
official said.

Fourteen patients 
- 11 in Aizawl, two in 
Lawngtlai and one in 
Serchhip district, have 
no travel history and 
were diagnosed during 
contact tracing, he 
said.

Two patients from 

Champhai and Saitual 
districts have returned 
from Tripura and Assam, 
he said.

The official said 
that all the patients are 
out of danger and the 
majority of them are 
asymptomatic.

The state now has 
112 active COVID-19 

cases, while 2,133 people 
have recovered from the 
infection, he said

Mizoram has not 
reported any fatality due 
to COVID-19 till date.

Altogether, 95,287 
samples have been 
tested for COVID-19 
including 1,703 samples 
on Friday.

48 new cOVid-19 cases in ladakh; 151 patients cured
leh, Oct 17 (pTi): 
Forty-eight more 
people have tested 
positive for COVID-19 
in Ladakh, taking the 
total virus caseload in 
the Union Territory to 
5,441, officials said on 

Saturday.
They said 151 more 
patients have been 
cured of the infection 
bringing down the 
number of active cases 
in the region to 915 -- 
738 in Leh district and 

177 in Kargil district.
Ladakh has recorded 

a total of 65 COVID-19-
related deaths, while 
4,461 patients have so 
far recovered.

Of the 48 new 
cases, 40 people tested 

positive in Leh and eight 
others in Kargil district, 
they said.

A total of 123 patients 
were discharged in 
Leh and another 28 in 
Kargil after successful 
treatment, they said.

Village level children’s parliament 
formed for mangshilaTibuk

mangan, 17 OcT (ipr):
The Village level 
Children’s Parliament 
of MangshilaTibuk GPU, 
North Sikkim was formed 
today for the children of 
the said GPU.

The program was 
organized by the District 
Child Protection Unit, 
North under Child 
Protection Scheme, 
Social Justice & Welfare 
Dept in coordination with 
the Village level Child 
Protection Committee, 
Mangshila-Tibuk GPU.

The program began 
with the Chairperson, 
Child Welfare Committee, 
North, MingmaDoma 
Bhutia highlighting on 
the Child Protection 
Scheme under the Dept 
and the role of Child 

Welfare Committee. 
The program also had 
an interactive game to 
explain the four pillars 

of UNCRC-The rights of 
Survival, Participation, 
Protection and 
Development conducted 

by PhuphuDoma and 
Vishal Tamang, DCPU 
Team.

After explaining the 

purpose of the Children’s 
Parliament and the roles 
and responsibilities 
of each Minister, the 
election was conducted 
in a sociocracy manner 
facilitated by the 
DCPO North, Wendy 
Lepcha. The election 
was successfully 
concluded with the 
Child Parliamentarians 
taking an oath 
conducted byPanchayat 
P r e s i d e n t - c u m -
Chairperson, Meena 
Maya Limboo,Village 
Level Child Protection 
Committee of the GPU 
who also assured the 
children full support 
and guidance from 
the Committee and 
encouraged the children 
to speak for their rights.

SKM holds GPU level 
joining programme

SUmmit repOrt
gangtok, 17 Oct:

Sikkim Krantikari 
Morcha GPU level 

joining cum induction 
programme was held 
at Kolthang Tokday 
GPU, Rangang Yangang 
Constituency today 
wherein 91 families quit 
SDF and joined SKM.

The meeting was 

attended by Minister, 
Arun Upreti, aschief 
guest, and the primary 
objective of the 
meeting was to build a 
strong organizational 
structure at the 
grassroot level.

Also present were 
Satish Rai, South 
District vice president 
in-charge, Raj Kumar 

Basnet, vice president 
cum area in-charge, 
Dichen Phighu Bhutia, 
sr vice president, Tenny 
Doma Bhutia, president, 
south district, SJ Lepcha, 
general secretary (in-
charge), south district, 
confidential secretary to 
CM, Bikash Basnet, and 
other senior leaders of 
the party.

Three-month tailoring training ends at padamchey 

SUmmit repOrt
gangtok, 17 Oct:

The valedictory 
program of cutting, 

sewing and tailoring 
training was held at the 
Office of Padamchey 
Ward Development 
Society today which 
was organized by block 
resources persons 

working under State 
Rural Livelihood Mission, 
Pakyong Block. 

The 3-month training 
for SHG members of 
East Pendam GPUwas 
the initiative of Rhenock 
MLA.Bedh Maya 
Khatiwada, wife of 
Rhenock MLA, Bishnu 
Kumar Khatiwada 

was present as the 
chief guest during the 
program. 

The training was 
imparted to SHG 
members by Lupin 
P h a r m a c e u t i c a l 
Company under its CSR 
initiative which was 
started on 22 June 2020. 
NimTshikeySharpa and 

KabitaPakhring from 
Sui Dhaga SHG (tailoring 
group of Namcheybong 
formed under SRLM) 
were the master 
trainers. The program 
ended with distribution 
of certificate to the 
participants who have 
completed the basic 
module on Tailoring.

Kerala’s covid tally touches 3,32,228, with 9,016 fresh cases
Thiruvananthapuram, 
Oct 17 (pTi): Kerala’s 
COVID-19 cases soared 
to 9,016 on Saturday, 
taking the infection tally 
to 3,32,228 as the toll 
touched 1,139with 26 
more fatalities,

In the last 24 
hours,52,067 samples 
were tested and 7,991 
returned negative, 
taking the recoveries so 
far to 2,36,989, Health 
minister K K Shailaja said 
in a press release.

The active case 

touched 96,004.
Three districts 

accounted for over 1,000 
cases, with Malappuram 
recording 1,519, Thrissur 
1,109 and Ernakulam 
1,022.

While Kozhikode 
reported 926 cases, 
Thiruvananthapuram 
had 848.

With the addition of 
26 more fatalities, the 
toll climbed to 1,139.

The deceased 
included a 103-year-old, 
two aged over 90 and 14, 

who were over 60 years 
old.

Of the positive cases, 
127 had come from 
outside the state, 7464 
were infected through 
contact and the source 
of infection of 1,321 
was not yet known, the 
minister said.

As many as 104 
health workers were 
among those infected.

At least 2,76,900 
people are under 
observation in various 
districts, including 

24,965 in hospitals.
So far, 38,80,795 

samples have so far been 
sent for testing.

Eight new areas were 
included in the hotspots 
list and 18 removed.

Twenty cases were 
registered for flouting 
prohibitory orders and 
23 were arrested, a 
police press release said.

Cases were registered 
against 1,699 people 
for violating COVID-19 
protocol and 609 people 
were arrested,it said.

pre World Food day celebration by inner Wheel club
SUmmit repOrt
gangtok, 17 Oct:

The members of 
Inner Wheel Club 

distributed food items 
to GMC workers as part 
of pre World Food Day 
celebration at MG Marg, 
Gangtok,today. Hand 
wash and sanitizers were 
distributed including 
demonstration of hand 
washing techniques.

World Food Day 
is internationally 
celebrated every year 
on 16 Oct to honour the 
establishment of the 
Food and Agriculture 
Organization of the 
United Nations in 1945.

The theme for this 
year’s World Food Day 
is “Grow, Nourish, and 
Sustain together.”

Jet airways creditors agree to new owners after months of talks
NUpUr ANANd
mumBai, 17 Oct 
(reuters): India’s 
Jet Airways would be 
acquired by an investor 
consortium under a 
multi-million dollar 
resolution plan approved 
by the carrier’s creditors 
on Saturday.

The plan submitted 
by a consortium of 
London-based Kalrock 
Capital and UAE-based 
businessman Murari 
Lal Jalan comes after 
months of talks over the 
airline’s future and was 
confirmed in a regulatory 
filing, which gave no 

details of the deal.
A source close to 

the situation said the 
new owners had agreed 
to pump in 10 billion 
rupees ($136 million) 
as working capital for 
the revival of the airline. 
Another 10 billion 
rupees will be given to 
creditors over a period of 
five years.

Financial creditors 
of the airline will also 
get 10% stake in the 
company, the source said, 
though the plan remains 
subject to approvals 
from the bankruptcy 
court and the country’s 

airline regulator.
Jet - which operated 

a fleet of more than 120 
planes serving dozens of 
domestic destinations 
and international hubs 
such as Singapore, 
London and Dubai - was 
forced in April 2019 to 
ground all flights, crippled 
by mounting losses as it 
attempted to compete 
with low-cost rivals.

After Jet halted 
operations at least 280 
slots were vacant in 
Mumbai and 160 in 
Delhi, which were then 
given to its rivals. The 
revival plan is also based 

on getting some of these 
slots back.

“The plan is to ramp 
up slowly and to increase 
capacity gradually as 
they will be starting 
afresh,” the source said. 
Any resumption of flights 
will likely not happen for 
between three and six 
months at least.

Since its operations 
were halted the airline 
and its lenders had been 
looking for suitors. Jet’s 
financial and operational 
creditors were owed 
nearly 300 billion rupees 
after the operations were 
halted.
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nobel winner urges billionaires 
to save millions from famine

united nations, Oct 
17 (ap) The head of the 
World Food Program, 
this year’s winner of the 
Nobel Peace Prize, again 
urged billionaires to 
donate just a few billion 
to save millions of lives, 
saying Friday the number 
of people marching 
toward starvation has 
jumped from 135 million 
to 270 million since the 
COVID-19 pandemic.

Humanity needs the 
help right now, David 
Beasley said. This is a 
one-time request. ... The 
world is at a crossroads, 
and we need from the 
billionaires to step up 
in a way they’ve never 
stepped up before.

The executive 
director of the U.N. food 
agency told a virtual 
U.N. press conference 
that the global wealth of 
some 2,200 billionaires 
rose by about 2 trillion 
between April and July 
as the pandemic raged. 
He was referring to a 
study by Swiss bank 
UBS and accounting firm 
PwC published last week 
which said the global 
wealth of billionaires 
climbed from 8 trillion at 
the start of April to 10.2 
trillion in July.

I just need a few 
billion to save millions of 
lives and save humanity 
from one of the greatest 
catastrophes since World 

War II, Beasley said.
It’s not too much to 

ask. Asked for names of 
some of the billionaires 
he was targeting Beasley 
replied: I don’t get to hang 
around with that crowd. 
I’m hanging around 
people who are starving 
to death.” He said WFP is 
greatly concerned about 
2021 because budgets 
weren’t calculated to 
take into account the 
economic fallout from 
the COVID-19 pandemic.

Beasley said wealthy 
countries put 17 trillion 
into economic stimulus 
packages for their 
citizens to tackle the 
coronavirus, and that’s 
17 trillion that isn’t going 
to be available for 2021.

This year, he said, 
many governments 
reached deeper into their 
pockets while they could 
and gave the U.N. and its 
agencies more money, 
but the governments are 
now tapped out.

Beasley said debts for 
middle- and low-income 
countries were put on 
hold or deferred until 
January 2021, and that’s 
8 trillion worth of debt 
services” coming due. 
In addition, remittances 
from overseas workers 
to families in developing 
countries have fallen, and 
lockdowns are adding to 
deteriorating economies.

It is an appalling 

situation, he said.
Beasley said that’s 

why a one-time infusion 
of cash from the 
billionaires is so essential 
for 2021.

He said the 
humanitarian crises in 
the world are worsening, 
with Yemen the worst of 
the worst of the worst, 
Africa’s Sahel region 
undoubtedly one of the 
worst, Congo just horrific 
and Syria deteriorating. 
He said many other 
countries are also 
deteriorating including 
Nigeria, South Sudan and 
Ethiopia.

Beasley got COVID-19 
in March and has resumed 
traveling, including to 
Niger in the Sahel where 
he was last week when 
the announcement of 
the Nobel Peace Prize to 
the World Food Program 
stunned and delighted 
staff and the broader 
United Nations family.

The WFP chief said he 
went to the Sahel because 
nobody is bringing to 
the world the calamities 
that are developing in a 
catastrophic way, and this 
is a time we’ve all got to 
come together. So all hands 
on deck, Beasley said. If we 
don’t get the support we 
need, you literally can be 
looking at famine in several 
dozen countries. But if we 
get the support we need 
we’ll avert famine.

crh constitutes fact finding 
committee on maternal mortality
SUmmit repOrt
gangtok, 17 Oct:

Central Referral 
Hospital, Tadong, has 

issued a press release 
stating that a case of 
maternal mortality was 
reported in the hospital 
today following which 
the hospital management 
has constituted a fact 

finding committee on 
the case. No details 
have been provided 
about the case in the 
release.

The hospital has 
said that the pregnant 
mother died despite 
the best efforts by 
the treating team. 

The Fact Finding 

Committee has senior 
faculty and co-opted 
expert specialist from 
STNM Hospital based 
on request from the 
Management of SMU, 
SMIMS and CRH.

A committee 
comprising of 
senior faculty and 
independent expert 

from STNM Hospital 
has also been constituted 
for conducting post-
mortem examination to 
ascertain the cause of 
death.

“The Management of 
SMU, SMIMS&CRH offers 
heartfelt condolences to 
the bereaved family,” the 
release adds.

rotary club donates sanitary 
pad vending machine

SUmmit repOrt
gangTOK, 17 Oct:

Rotary Club of Gangtok 
donated a sanitary 

pad vending machine 
and incinerator to Law 
College, Gangtok, today, 
a press release informs. 
This equipment has been 
provided under the 
club’s district grant. 

The vending 
machine and 
incinerator was 
donated in the presence 
of MP,Indra Hang Subba. 
After handing over 
the vending machine 
and incinerator, the 
MP highlighted the 
work done by the 
government during 
lockdown and getting 

the stranded Sikkimese 
back to Sikkim. 

He along with the 
Principal of the College 
thanked Rotary Club of 
Gangtok for their kind 
gesture. 

District 3240 under 
its grant management of 
equipments, has provided 
such equipments to 
various institutes and 
establishments including 
office of the District 

Collector East in the past. 
This will not only 

save the environment but 
also help the girl child/
females to maintain 
hygiene and good health, 
the release adds. 

pre World Food day celebration by inner Wheel club
SUmmit repOrt
gangtok, 17 Oct:

The members of 
Inner Wheel Club 

distributed food items 
to GMC workers as 
part of pre World Food 
Day celebration at MG 
Marg, Gangtok,today. 
Hand wash and 
sanitizers were 
distributed including 
demonstration of hand 
washing techniques.

World Food Day 
is internationally 
celebrated every year 

on 16 Oct to honour the 
establishment of the 
Food and Agriculture 

Organization of the 
United Nations in 1945.

The theme for this 

year’s World Food Day 
is “Grow, Nourish, and 
Sustain together.”

Alpine Sporting Club unveils team jersey
SUmmit repOrt
gangtok, 17 Oct:

Alpine Sporting Club, 
a cricket club, 

released the team’s 
jersey in a function 
held at Mehfill hotel 
in Gangtok today. The 
jersey was released by 
the club president TK 
Subba,team captain 
Nilesh Lamichaney 
and general secretary, 
Binod Adhikari. 

President of the 
club, Mr Subba said 
that the club is fully 
prepared for the 
two-tier Knockout 

Tournament which is 
going to be held on 18 
Oct at Ranka Reshithang 
ground. The tournament 
is organized every 

year by Sikkim Cricket 
Association. 

A total of 18 teams 
from all over Sikkim 
are competing in the 

tournament.
Nilesh Lamichhaney 

and other well-known 
players were also 
felicitated at the event.

lodu rinpoche takes up stupa project in martam
SUmmit repOrt
gangtok, 17 Oct: 

Lodu Rinpoche, the spiritual 
director of Kagyu Droden 

Kunchab since 1976, once he 
realized that the COVID pandemic 
would make travel and teaching 
impossible, decided to use the 
time that the pandemic opened 
up for works of the faith. He 
undertook an ambitious project 
to construct a stupa at Martam in 
East Sikkim.

The land was donated 
was Gyalton Rinpoche’s 
father, Kunzang Topden, Lodu 
Rinpoche’s students inform.

It is informed that once the 

stupa is completed and 
ornamented, Goshir Gyaltsab 
Rinpoche will be invited to 
consecrate the stupa and 
give the crown ceremony 
and empowerment next year. 

“This is Lama Lodu 
Rinpoche’s activity from the 
time he arrived in Sikkim 
until now, completely and 
continuously engaged in 
the Dharma, conducting 
the different stages and 
ceremonies and construction 
of the stupa level by level,” 
the students add in a press 
release. 

HaVe  a StOry tO SHare? 
email us: news@summittimes.com
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Still Not Cast Away 
One anniversary which went largely unobserved was 14 

October, the day which marked the 64th anniversary of 
Dr Ambedkar formally embracing Buddhism and achieving 
the mission he had publicly announced for himself and the 
scheduled castes of the country – release from the caste 
system. This was never a widely observed day in our country 
since it serves as a reminder of missions lost and promises 
undelivered. Given the dispensation currently in office, this 
rejection of a faith which keeps itself obsessively tied to caste 
and a society which refuses to improve, the memory of Dr 
Ambedkar taking this radical move is unlikely to be kept alive 
for too long. And this is why some reminding is required.

It was on 13 October 1935, that he had thundered that 
although he was born a Hindu, he would not die as one. He had 
many passions and he pursued a diverse learning, and when he 
finally converted to Buddhism in 1956, it was after twenty-one 
years of studying options available to him to step away from 
the caste system. He died two months later, but the movement 
he launched on 14 October 1956, continues to underline the 
revolution he delivered to his people. On that day, some 5 lakh 
of his supporters converted to Buddhism along with him. It 
was a momentous occasion, and the significance of the event 
happening in Nagpur, the headquarters of the RSS, cannot 
be ignored. The day was named “Deeksha Bhoomi”, and is 
recognized as by far the largest religious mass conversion 
without any bloodshed in the history of the modern world. This 
year, the anniversary was celebrated in Nagpur on 09 October 
as per the lunar calendar. The mainstream media, which 
had live broadcast of the RSS foundation day on Dussehra, 
completely ignored this event which happened in the same 
city and was attended by lakhs. There can be several excuses 
or conspiracies to explain why this happened, and one of them 
will definitely be the ascendant star of rightwing nationalism 
which the Deeksha Bhoomi anniversary clearly thumbs its 
nose at. That said, this occasion, even belatedly, allows us to 
address, in a Sikkim context, issues which so deeply disturbed 
Dr Ambedkar, who, one must accept, was not just a political 
leader and thinker, but also the tallest intellect to have served 
India.

The Constitution of India rejected the concept of an 
untouchable caste in 1950. Caste discrimination was outlawed 
the day the Constitution, the supreme law of India, was 
adopted, and yet, even though no longer officially sanctioned, 
the idea of untouchability remains alive in our country. What 
remains a continuing challenge is that caste consciousness 
is not just a privately held prejudice, but also manifests in 
dastardly acts of violence running the entire spectrum from 
physical to emotional and societal. The madness of the Gau-
Rakshaks is the latest reinforcement of caste-targeted violence 
in our country. One would have hoped that nearly seven 
decades of having been flagged as a criminal offence would 
have dulled the propensity of caste discrimination to express 
itself publicly, but that remains wishful thinking in a society 
that continues to shame itself by refusing to accept all people 
as equal. Thousands of anti-dalit attacks occur every year, and 
hundreds of people are killed because of their caste. 

Physical violence is rarely the first recourse of a demented 
mind, and in most cases, violence arrives after the perpetrator 
has gotten away with smaller acts of hate and spite without 
being called out or condemned. The tentative stabs at violence 
by Gau-Rakshaks in their earlier days when they went 
unpunished resulted in the flurry of macabre violence and 
deaths that we are now shamed by as a country. Those who 
follow the news in Sikkim will also recall that some years 
ago, a 68-year-old was arrested in West Sikkim on charges of 
murdering a 24 year old. The attack was reported as a clear case 
of hate crime – the youth was attacked because he belonged to 
a caste which the suspected murderer did not want crossing 
his hearth! Yes, the wretchedness of caste discrimination has 
claimed a life in Sikkim in the more recent past as well. In the 
present case, it might be difficult to draw a clear straight line 
from caste to violence, but when it comes to the scheduled 
castes, the caste equation is always an underlying trigger. That 
is something that should never be lost sight of.

When tackling such situations, it is important to check 
whether the individual and the community he is a part of 
has a history of caste discrimination and the occasional 
expressions of hate. Then, we have to understand that every 
time hate is not admonished by the society and every time the 
law compromised the cases, more hate and more violence is 
emboldened. And then, a youth dies. And before anyone jumps 
up claiming that caste discrimination is essentially an upper-
caste Hindu turpitude, one needs to point out that the practice 
is as disturbingly observed by other communities as well. 

Notwithstanding anything that the Constitution of India 
or the laws of the land might say, caste, as institutionalised 
inequality, oppression and discrimination, is practiced as much 
by those who benefit from it as even by those whose religions 
otherwise have no place for it. Social get-togethers in most 
parts of rural Sikkim continue to observe caste segregation and 
although no one gets beaten up for not observing the code, the 
fact that people continue to peddle caste divisions in the name 
of culture or tradition makes a mockery of all tenets of equality 
that the Constitution strives to deliver. Why wonder then why 
Deeksha Bhoomi was ignored?

lookism: beauty still trumps brains in too many workplaces
ChriStOpher WArhUrSt & 
deNNiS NiCkSON
theconversation.com

Universities position themselves 
as places where brains matter. 

It seems strange then that students 
at a US university would rate 
attractive academics to be better 
teachers. This was the finding of a 
recent paper from the University 
of Memphis, which concluded that 
female academics suffered most 
from this.

It raises an uncomfortable 
proposition, that beauty trumps 
brains even in 21st century 
workplaces. It would certainly 
be supported by veteran female 
broadcasters such as radio 
presenter Libby Purves, who 
recently complained about the way 
the BBC dispenses with women of a 
certain age.

Another survey, this time in 
the UK, gave a deeper sense of the 
problem. It reported that employers 
were asking female employees to 
dress “sexier” and wear make-up 
during video meetings.

Published by law firm Slater 
and Gordon over the summer, and 
based on a poll of 2,000 office-based 
staff working from home during 
lockdown, the report found that 
35% of women had experienced 
at least one sexist demand from 
their employer, usually relating 
to how they dressed for video 
meetings. Women also reported 
being asked to wear more makeup, 
do something to their hair or dress 
more provocatively. Reasons offered 
by their bosses were that it would 
“help win business” and be “pleasing 
to a client”.

It seems as though the shift 
to more virtual working has not 
eradicated what Danielle Parsons, 
an employment lawyer at Slater 
and Gordon, described as “archaic 
behaviour” which “has no place 
in the modern working world”. 
When employees’ performance is 
judged on the basis of their physical 
appearance, potentially shaping 
their pay and prospects in work, it 
is known as lookism. It’s not illegal, 
but arguably it should be.

BEAUTY AND THE BOSS
The Slater and Gordon survey 

findings affirm that many trends 
that we describe in our recent book, 
Aesthetic Labour, are widespread 
and continuing despite remote 
working. Our book reports over 20 
years of research and thinking about 
this problem. Although our research 
started by focusing on frontline work 
in hospitality and retail, the same 
issue has expanded into a diverse 
range of roles including academics, 
traffic wardens, recruitment 
consultants, interpreters, TV news 
anchors and circus acrobats.

Companies think that paying 
greater attention to employees’ 
appearance will make them more 
competitive, while public sector 
organisations think it will make 
them more liked. As a result, they are 
all becoming ever more prescriptive 
in telling employees how they 
should look, dress and talk.

It happens both to men and 
women, though more often to 
women, and is often tied in more 
broadly with sexualising them at 
work. For example, while Slater 
and Gordon found that one-third 
of men and women had “put 
up with” comments about their 
appearance during video calls, 
women were much likelier to face 
degrading requests to appear 
sexier.

When we analysed ten 
years of employees’ complaints 
about lookism to the Equal 
Opportunities Commission in 
Australia, we found that the 

proportion from men was rising 
across sectors but that two-thirds 
of complaints were still from women. 
Interestingly, the University of 
Memphis study found no correlation 
for male academics between how 
their looks were perceived and how 
their performance was rated.

SOCIETY’S OBSESSION
Of course, workplaces cannot 

be divorced from society in general, 
and within the book we chart 
the increasing obsession with 
appearance. This aestheticisation 
of individuals is partly driven by the 
ever-growing reach and importance 
of the beauty industry and a huge 
rise in cosmetic – now increasingly 
labelled aesthetic – surgery.

These trends are perhaps 
understandable given that those 
deemed to be “attractive” benefit 
from a “beauty premium” whereby 
they are more likely to get a job, 
more likely to get better pay and 
more likely to be promoted. Being 
deemed unattractive or lacking the 
right dress sense can be reasons 
to be denied a job, but they are not 
illegal.

Some researchers have 
described an emerging 
aesthetic economy. Clearly this 
raises concerns about unfair 
discrimination, but without the 
legal protection afforded to, say, 
disabled people.

Not only has this trend continued 
during the pandemic, it might even 
have been compounded. With 

the first genuine signs of rising 
unemployment reported this month, 
research already suggests a 14-fold 
increase in the number of applicants 
for some job roles. For example, one 
restaurant in Manchester had over 
1,000 applicants for a receptionist 
position, while the upmarket pub 
chain All Bar One reported over 500 
applicants for a single bar staff role 
in Liverpool.

Employers are now clearly 
spoilt for choice when it comes 
to filling available positions, and 
those perceived to be better looking 
will likely have a better chance. 
We know from research by the 
University of Strathclyde’s Tom 
Baum and his colleagues that the 
hospitality industry was precarious 
and exploitative enough even before 
COVID.

It all suggests that lookism is not 
going away. If we are to avoid the 
archaic practices of the old normal 
permeating the new normal, it is 
time to rethink what we expect from 
the workplace of the future. One 
obvious change that could happen is 
making discrimination on the basis 
of looks illegal. That would ensure 
that everyone, regardless of their 
appearance, has equal opportunity 
in the world of work to come.

[Christopher Warhurst is 
Professor of Work and Employment, 

University of Warwick; Dennis 
Nickson is Professor of Work, 

Employment and Organisation, 
University of Strathclyde]

What is an algorithm? how computers 
know what to do with data

JOry deNNy
theconversation.com

The world of computing is full of buzzwords: 
AI, supercomputers, machine learning, the 

cloud, quantum computing and more. One word 
in particular is used throughout computing – 
algorithm.

In the most general sense, an algorithm is a 
series of instructions telling a computer how to 
transform a set of facts about the world into useful 
information. The facts are data, and the useful 
information is knowledge for people, instructions 
for machines or input for yet another algorithm. 
There are many common examples of algorithms, 
from sorting sets of numbers to finding routes 
through maps to displaying information on a 
screen.

To get a feel for the concept of algorithms, 
think about getting dressed in the morning. Few 
people give it a second thought. But how would 
you write down your process or tell a 5-year-old 
your approach? Answering these questions in a 
detailed way yields an algorithm.

INPUT
To a computer, input is the information 

needed to make decisions.
When you get dressed in the morning, what 

information do you need? First and foremost, 
you need to know what clothes are available to 
you in your closet. Then you might consider what 
the temperature is, what the weather forecast is 
for the day, what season it is and maybe some 
personal preferences.

All of this can be represented in data, which 
is essentially simple collections of numbers or 
words. For example, temperature is a number, and 
a weather forecast might be “rainy” or “sunshine.”

TRANSFORMATION
Next comes the heart of an algorithm – 

computation. Computations involve arithmetic, 
decision-making and repetition.

So, how does this apply to getting dressed? 
You make decisions by doing some math on those 
input quantities. Whether you put on a jacket 
might depend on the temperature, and which 
jacket you choose might depend on the forecast. 
To a computer, part of our getting-dressed 
algorithm would look like “if it is below 50 
degrees and it is raining, then pick the rain jacket 
and a long-sleeved shirt to wear underneath it.”

After picking your clothes, you then need to 

put them on. This is a key part of our algorithm. 
To a computer a repetition can be expressed like 
“for each piece of clothing, put it on.”

OUTPUT
Finally, the last step of an algorithm is output 

– expressing the answer. To a computer, output 
is usually more data, just like input. It allows 
computers to string algorithms together in 
complex fashions to produce more algorithms. 
However, output can also involve presenting 
information, for example putting words on a 
screen, producing auditory cues or some other 
form of communication.

So after getting dressed you step out into the 
world, ready for the elements and the gazes of the 
people around you. Maybe you even take a selfie 
and put it on Instagram to strut your stuff.

MACHINE LEARNING
Sometimes it’s too complicated to spell out a 

decision-making process. A special category of 
algorithms, machine learning algorithms, try to 

“learn” based on a set of past decision-making 
examples. Machine learning is commonplace for 
things like recommendations, predictions and 
looking up information.

For our getting-dressed example, a machine 
learning algorithm would be the equivalent of 
your remembering past decisions about what to 
wear, knowing how comfortable you feel wearing 
each item, and maybe which selfies got the most 
likes, and using that information to make better 
choices.

So, an algorithm is the process a computer 
uses to transform input data into output data. A 
simple concept, and yet every piece of technology 
that you touch involves many algorithms. 
Maybe the next time you grab your phone, see a 
Hollywood movie or check your email, you can 
ponder what sort of complex set of algorithms is 
behind the scenes.

[the writer is Assistant Professor of 
Computer Science, University of Richmond]
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going, going, gone: cOVid-19 boosts online art auctions
triShA mUkherJee
new delhi, Oct 17 
(pTi): There is never 
a bad time to buy art 
-- or sell it -- even if the 
economy is floundering 
and even when there is a 
pandemic.
The long held view that 
the art market remains 
steady in the rockiest of 
times has been borne 
out with the COVID-19 
forced lockdown 
speeding up the shift to 
online sales and several 
auction houses reporting 
that business is as good 
if not better than earlier 
with more high value art 
being sold.

Leading global as well 
as Indian auction houses 
told PTI that the number 
of online auctions held 
in 2020 have gone up, 
indicating the increased 
popularity of bidding 
over the internet while 
keeping the significance 
of physical auctions 
unchanged.

According to London-
headquartered Christie’s, 
the interest in important 
and unique works of art 
has historically never 
been a casualty in times 
of economic crisis and 
the COVID-19 pandemic 
that led to a slowdown 
across the world has 
been no different.

Collectors remain 
active even at the most 
unusual times as they are 
constantly seeking rare 
works, Christie’s India 
Managing Director Sonal 
Singh said.

The auction house 
held 115 auctions till 
August 20 this year. Of 
these, 100 were online 
and open to bidders 
across the world.

The sell through rates 
are above 80 per cent, 
Singh told PTI.

The process of buying 
art has conventionally 
been an experiential one 
with collectors preferring 
to interact with a piece 
of art before investing 
up to lakhs of rupees for 
it. But they have quickly 
adapted as several 

auction houses across 
the globe branched 
out to sell art online, a 
process hastened by the 
COVID-19 pandemic that 
forced millions of people 
into their homes.

Art collector and 
curator Arjun Sawhney, 
for instance, is all for 
selling and purchasing 
art on the internet.

Online auctions had 
already become effective 
and successful pre-
pandemic. The pandemic, 
in fact, has accelerated 
the process of selling art 
through the net and that 
is a positive.

For me both online 
and offline auctions 
work fine. Online makes 
it easier to view the art 
and participate without 
geographical limitations. 
Plus if you are selling, 
the size of your audience 
increases exponentially 
in an online auction, the 
Delhi-based Sawhney 
told PTI.

Catering to collectors 
like Sawhney, Christie’s 
has sped up its digital 
first strategy over the 
last six months.

We have accelerated 
innovation and changed 
internal approaches, 
putting digital first the 
new strategy we had 
planned to roll out over 
the next three years has 
been sped up this year.

We have adapted to 
the way we market and 
sell digital marketing 
e n h a n c e m e n t s , 
personalised content, 
online viewing, and 
livestreamed auctions/
online-only sales/ 
private sales, Singh said.

Sale patterns have 
been similar for the New 
Yo r k- h e a d q u a r t e r e d 
Sotheby’s, which held 
255 online auctions 
till October 5, more 
than three times the 88 
auctions in the same 
period last year. It also 
doubled the average 
value of items sold in 
online sales from under 
USD 10,000 to over USD 
20,000.

We sped up our 
business when the world 
was slowing down. Live 
sales are still an important 
part of our future, but the 
online format has worked 
very well in recent months. 
Our expectation is that we 
could see many of our live 
auctions move seamlessly 
to an online format and 
a growing proportion of 
online sales in the future, 
a Sotheby’s spokesperson 
added.

While the economic 
slump has indeed 
resulted in reducing 
disposable incomes 
of buyers, art market 
intelligence and asset 
advisory firm Artery 
India said the Indian art 
market recorded a strong 
level of trade in the last 
six months despite a 
drop in overall spends 
compared to last year.

There has been a 
strong level of market 
activity, with several 
records having been 
established this year. 
Prices of artworks from 
the Modern and pre 
Modern section have 
achieved all-time highs 
over the past six months, 
said Arvind Vijaymohan, 
CEO Artery India.

From January 
to August 2020, the 
turnover of the Indian 
art market was Rs 301.4 
crore compared to Rs 
442.4 crore in 2019. 

This was achieved from 
the sale of 1,131 works, 
up from 1,503 works in 
2019. Of these, 57 works 
sold for above Rs 1 crore. 
In 2019, 77 artworks 
sold for more than Rs 1 
crore.

A total of 316 artists’ 
works (compared to 410 
in 2019) were featured 
with new global price 
records for 77 (60 artists 
in 2019) amongst them.

V i j a y m o h a n 
explained that though 
the turnover was higher 
in 2019, it was derived 
from a comparatively 
greater number of 
works, with nearly over 
additional 100 artists .

The fact that the 
number of records 
broken in 2020 exceeded 
that of the previous year, 
and the turnover has 
retained its strength - 
while the economy is in a 
slump -- is an indication 
of the confidence it (art 
market) now commands 
with an informed section 
of patrons and investors, 
he said.

He added that online 
auctions have played a 
key role in facilitating 
trade during this time.

Between March 
this year, when the 
nationwide lockdown 
came into effect, to July 
2020, 866 works were 
sold online, realising 
Rs 150.1 crore. The 

top artist in the online 
auction segment was S H 

Raza with 21 works sold 
for Rs 5.5 crore.

As of now there is no 
evidence of buying trends 
in the Indian auction 
market being adversely 
affected. On the contrary, 
newer records have 
been made for artists, 
said Indrajit Chatterjee 
of home-grown auction 
house Prinseps.

Movement to the 
online platform is 
inevitable in today’s 
world especially if you 
wish to target non-local 
vendors and buyers. The 
pandemic has nudged, 
or rather expedited, 
the shift which was 
imminent. There is 
tremendous opportunity 
here, he said.

Collectors are clearly 
embracing the shift to 
online auctions, making 
the process of acquiring 
art more democratic. 
In fact, the shift has 
attracted younger buyers 
as well.

Sotheby’s sale 
records that show that 
the auction house has 
brought on a massive 
proportion of young 
buyers in the last six 
months.

Online sales offer us 
access to an untapped 
market. One interesting, 
and perhaps unexpected, 
upside of the COVID-19 
period is that the 
proportion of younger 
buyers and new buyers 
we have been able to 

reach. Over a third of 
buyers in our online 
sales are new to us (39 
per cent year to date-
YTD), and over a quarter 
of all online buyers in 
recent months were 
under 40 years old, the 
spokesperson said.

For Christie’s, the 
number of new buyers 
from online sales have 
gone up by 66 per cent 
YTD, and first time online 
buyers are up by an 
overwhelming 193 per 
cent YoY (year on year). 
Twenty per cent of the 
collector base had not 
bought with Christie’s 
in past two years have 
re-engaged in the online 
channel since lockdown.

mamata extends navaratri greetings

Kolkata, Oct 17 
(pTi): West Bengal 
Chief Minister Mamata 
Banerjee on Saturday 
wished the people on 
Navaratri, urging to 
celebrate the festival 
following all the 
precautions amid the 
COVID-19 pandemic.

“Wishing everyone 
a very Happy Navratri! 

Seeking blessings from 
Maa Durga on this 
auspicious occasion 
for the good health 
and prosperity of all. I 
would urge everyone 
to celebrate following 
all health and safety 
protocols,” she tweeted.

The state government 
has issued guidelines for 
Durga Puja organisers 

and urged the people to 
strictly follow COVID-19 
health protocols during 
the festivities.

Navaratri, which 
celebrates the defeat of 
Mahishasura by Goddess 
Durga signifying the 
victory of good over evil, 
is a nine-day festival 
scheduled to be held till 
October 25 this year.

Tripura reports 134 new 
COVID-19 cases, 3 deaths

agartala, Oct 17 
(pTi): At least 134 
more people tested 
positive for COVID-19 
in Tripura on Saturday, 
pushing the tally in the 
state to 29,327 a health 
department official said.

The death toll rose 
to 323 with three more 

persons succumbing to 
the infection, he said.

West Tripura district, 
of which state capital 
Agartala is a part, has 
accounted for 171 of the 
320 COVID-19 deaths, 
the official said.

Tripura currently has 
2,969 active coronavirus 

cases, while 26,012 
people have recovered 
from the disease and 23 
patients have migrated to 
other states, the official 
said.

As many as 4,28,978 
samples have been tested 
for COVID-19 in the state 
so far, he added.

Bengal BJP chief Dilip 
Ghosh’s condition improves

Kolkata, Oct 17 (pTi): 
The health condition of 
West
Bengal BJP chief 
Dilip Ghosh, who has 
tested positive for 
COVID-19, improved 
on Saturday after his 
oxygen saturation levels 
and other parameters 
“stabilised”, doctors 
treating him at a private 
hospital said.

The Medinipur MP’s 
fever subdued in the 
morning and he had 
a normal diet in the 
afternoon, they said.

A CT scan of Ghosh’s 
thorax was done after 
doctors found “some 
defects in his lungs”, they 
added.

“Ghosh underwent 
a CT scan of the thorax 
today afternoon after 
doctors found some 
defects in his lungs. His 
overall condition has 
improved as his fever has 
gone down.

“His oxygen 
saturation levels are 
normal and all his vitals 
are stable. He is on a 
normal diet,” a doctor 
said.

The future course of 
treatment will be decided 
after the CT scan reports 
are received, he said.

Ghosh tested positive 
for the infection on 
Friday within a week of 
claiming that “corona is 
gone”.

Assam reports more 10 COVID 
deaths, 767 new cases

guwahati, Oct 16 
(pTi): Assam’s COVID-19 
death toll increased 
to 853 with 10 more 
people succumbing 
to the disease on 
Friday, while 767 new 
cases took the tally to 
1,99,749, Health and 
Family Welfare Minister 
Himanta Biswa Sarma 
said.

Of the 10 fresh 
fatalities, three were 
reported from Kamrup 
Metro, two from Chirang 
and one each from 
Charaideo, Tinsukia, 
Barpeta, Cachar and 

Sonitpur.
“Very sad and 

anguished to inform that 
ten more COVID positive 
patients have succumbed 
to the disease......May God 
provide the bereaved 
families the strength to 
bear the pain,” Sarma 
said.

The current death 
rate in the state is 0.42 
per cent.

The new cases were 
detected out 34,714 tests 
conducted during the day 
and the state so far tested 
42,85,748 samples for 
COVID-19.

Jharkhand to give poor lungi, dhoti, saree at Rs 10
ranchi, Oct 16 
(pTi): The Jharkhand 
government on Friday 
announced that it will 
give dhotis or lungis, and 
sarees to all families in 
the state living below the 
poverty line twice a year 
at a subsidised rate of Rs 
10.

A decision to this 
effect was taken at a 
meeting of the state 
cabinet, chaired by Chief 
Minister Hemant Soren.

All eligible 
householders of the state 
covered by the National 
Food Security Act and those 
families eligble under the 

Antyodaya Anna Yojana 
will be given the clothes at 
an interval of six months, 
according to the Chief 
Minister’s Office.

The clothes will 
be distributed at a 
subsidised rate of Rs 10 
per dhoti/lungi and Rs 
10 per saree.

andaman & nicobar islands reports 10 new cOVid-19 cases
port Blair, Oct 17 
(pTi): The COVID-19 
tally of Andaman and 
Nicobar Islands rose to 
4,072 as 10 more people 
tested positive for the 
infection, a health official 
said on Saturday.

The COVID-19 death 
toll in the Union territory 
climbed to 56 with one 
more person succumbing 

to the infection, the 
official said.

Of the 10 new cases, 
three were detected 
during contact tracing, 
while seven patients have 
travel history, he said.

Fourteen more people 
have been cured of the 
disease, taking the total 
number of recoveries in 
the archipelago to 3,831, 

the official said.
The Union territory 

now has 185 active 
COVID-19 cases, he said.

The administration 
has so far sent 73,363 
samples for COVID-19 
tests, of which 73,252 
reports have been 
received and 111 are 
awaited, the official 
added.
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challenge cup final: Brown and gale put 
friendship aside for Wembley showdown

aarOn BOWer
london,17 Oct 
[theguardian]: They 
will be direct rivals in the 
most unique Challenge 
Cup final in rugby league 
history this weekend, but 
there is more that unites 
Kevin Brown and Luke 
Gale than divides them. 
Brown and Gale will start 
at scrum-half for Salford 
and Leeds respectively 
on Saturday afternoon, 
with both aiming to 
win the sport’s most 
prestigious competition 
for the first time in their 
careers.

There is one small 
difference, however. 
While this will be Gale’s 
first Wembley final, 
Brown is bidding to 
avoid becoming the first 
player in history to lose 
four cup finals with four 
different teams. “Yeah, 
don’t remind me,” Brown 
laughs when asked 
about his painful final 
experiences. “I know 
more than most what it’s 
like to lose a final, so I’m 
desperate to avoid that.”

Brown and Gale 
have a high opinion of 
one another, and many 
agree it will be their 
performances which 
will be key to deciding 
whether it is Salford or 
Leeds who lift the cup in 
a near-empty Wembley 
on Saturday. “We’ll have 
to keep him quiet,” the 
36-year-old Brown 

says of Gale, four years 
his junior. Gale agrees. 
“Salford’s good stuff goes 
through Kevin. He’s key.”

It is no surprise 
they value each other 
so highly, given how 
well they know one 
another. Brown and 
Gale were England’s 
half-back pairing 
throughout the 2017 
World Cup, and roomed 
together throughout the 
tournament. “You don’t 
have an appreciation 
of certain players until 
you’re in the trenches 
with them, and I got that 
with him,” Gale says. “I’ve 
huge respect for him.”

That respect is 
doubled given how both 
men have survived an 
injury that can so often 
be career-threatening. In 
early 2019 Gale ruptured 
his achilles tendon in 
pre-season training, an 

injury which led to him 
missing almost a year 
of action. “I remember 
when he did it, and I was 
speaking to the physios 
at Warrington about how 
bad it was,” Brown says. 
“They said it was bad. I 
winced at the thought of 
trying to come back from 
that, and what happened 
next you couldn’t 
predict.”

Two weeks later, in 
an innocuous training-
ground incident, Brown 
sustained the same 
injury, and given his age 
he feared his career was 
over. “I’ve got a few years 
on Luke, so I thought I 
was finished. It was a 
tough time.”

Already close 
friends from their time 
together with England, 
Brown’s and Gale’s 
shared experiences 
of such a major injury 

strengthened their bond 
further. “We spoke a 
lot last year when we 
were rehabbing, sharing 
ideas and and where 
we were up to with our 
recoveries,” Brown says. 
“It was good to have 
someone to speak to 
about it: but on Saturday 
he’s the enemy.”

They may well be 
rivals this weekend, 
but Brown’s and Gale’s 
journeys to what will 
be the strangest final 
in rugby league history 
have striking similarities. 
Having spent nearly two 
years out injured in 2018 
and 2019, Gale’s signing 
from Castleford in the 
off-season was viewed as 
a risk. Similarly, Salford 
fans were unconvinced 
when Brown was brought 
in as replacement for 
Jackson Hastings.

Both have excelled 

at their new clubs, with 
Gale having the extra 
motivation of honouring 
the No 7 shirt made 
famous at Leeds by Rob 
Burrow, whose fight 
against motor neurone 
disease remains an 
inspiration. “It’ll be 
an absolute honour to 
lead these lads out at 
Wembley,” Gale, a Leeds 
native and the Rhinos 
captain, says.

Leeds are bidding to 
win the cup for the first 
time in five years; Salford 
have not won it since 
1938, having reached 
the final for the first time 
in 51 years. The Rhinos 
have been in more finals 
this century than Salford 
have in their entire 
history.

“After three defeats, 
winning it with any 
team would be special, 
but with a team nobody 
fancied before a ball 
was kicked? That would 
be something,” Brown 
says. “When I stand in 
those changing rooms, 
I know it’ll be strange 
when we walk out onto 
that field with nobody 
there, but that doesn’t 
change the enormity of 
the occasion.”

You suspect that no 
matter who it is that 
comes out on top on 
Saturday, Brown or Gale 
will be there to console 
the loser. They have come 
too far together not to.

Kubrat pulev apologises for anthony 
Joshua ‘tan’ comment as fight date is set

london, 17 Oct 
[ t h e g u a r d i a n ] : 
Anthony Joshua will 
defend his heavyweight 
world titles against 
Kubrat Pulev at the 02 
Arena in London on 12 
December, his first fight 
in a year.
Confirmation of the 
rescheduled fight – 
Joshua’s first since he 
beat Andy Ruiz Jr on 
points to regain his titles 
last December – comes 
after Pulev apologised 
for making a reference 
to Joshua’s skin colour 
in a press conference 
in Bulgaria earlier this 
week.

When asked about 
his opponent’s strengths, 
Pulev said: “I’d say he has 
a very powerful punch 
undeniably … [and] 
his tan is better than 
mine.” The mandatory 
challenger has since 
apologised, saying his 
comments were “taken 
out of context”.

“I would never, under 
any circumstances, 
allow myself to show 
disrespect to another 

human being on racial, 
ethnic or religious 
grounds,” the 39-year-
old said in a statement. 
“If somebody has been 
offended by my words, 
I hope they would try to 
understand exactly what 
I meant by them and if 
they cannot understand 
me, then accept my 
sincere apology.”

Joshua did not 
respond directly when 
confirming the fight, 
saying only “I respect 
every opponent and I 
respect Pulev. I wish 

him well during his 
preparation.”

The 31-year-old 
added that he hoped 
a limited number of 
spectators would be 
able to attend the bout, 
despite all pilot events 
for live sport remaining 
on hold owing to the 
coronavirus pandemic.

“The O2 is the 
original lion’s den, I have 
a lot of history with the 
arena, but without the 
fans something huge is 
missing,” Joshua said. “I 
am really hoping that, 

safety permitting, we 
might be able to bring 
some boxing fans in, but 
we will have to see.

Joshua was scheduled 
to take on Pulev in 
June but the bout was 
postponed because of the 
coronavirus outbreak. It 
has now been confirmed 
he will take on Pulev in 
his first home bout in 
more than two years, 
with his IBF, WBA, WBO 
and IBO belts on the line.

The fighters, both 
of whom have lost 
only once in their 

professional careers – 
Joshua to Ruiz Jr last 
year and Pulev against 
Wladimir Klitschko in 
2014 – were first set to 
meet in October 2017 at 
the Principality Stadium 
in Cardiff. However, 
Puley withdrew after 
sustaining a shoulder 
injury two weeks before 
the fight; Joshua beat his 
late replacement, Carlos 
Takam.

Pulev said: “For a 
small country of Bulgaria 
to stand up for the 
heavyweight titles is a 
great accomplishment. 
This fight is for my late 
father and all Bulgarians 
around the world. I’m 
coming to London to 
seize the heavyweight 
championship of the 
world.”

If Joshua claims 
his 24th win from 25 
professional fights, 
he will take a step 
closer towards an all-
British showdown 
against Tyson Fury in a 
fight to determine the 
undisputed heavyweight 
champion.

Morgan blames top-order batting failure for KKR’s loss against MI
abu dhabi, Oct 17 
(pTi): Kolkata Knight 
Riders captain Eoin 
Morgan blamed top-
order batting failure for 
his side’s comprehensive 
defeat to Mumbai Indians 
in their IPL match here 
and said they need to 
“turn things around” 
quickly.

Electing to bat, KKR 
were reduced to 42 for 
4 in the eighth over and 
half of their batsmen 
were gone for 61 in the 
11th over. An 87-run 
unbroken stand for the 
sixth wicket between 
Morgan (39 not out) and 
fast bowler Pat Cummins 
(53 not out) took them to 
a respectable 148 for 5.

But, Mumbai Indians 
needed just 16.5 overs 
to overhaul the target for 
the loss of two wickets to 
record an eight-wicket 
win on Friday.

“That’s putting it very 
politely. With the batting 
early on, we made a 
few mistakes. Mumbai 
Indians bowled really 
well and proved exactly 
why they have been one 
of the form teams in 
the tournament so far,” 
Morgan said at the post 
match press conference.

“From here on, 
there is another area of 
improvement that we 
need to make strides 
on. We’re just past the 
half-way stage in the 

tournament. There is 
no better time to turn 
things around,” said the 
Englishman who was 
elevated to captaincy 
on Friday after Dinesh 
Karthik stepped down.

Morgan said the 
KKR batting order will 
need to be flexible, 
adapting according to the 
respective opposition.

“Given the strength 
and depth we have in 
our batting-line, and 
the different skill-levels 
and skill-sets that we 
have, we have to be as 
adaptable as possible 
going forward,” said the 
England limited-over 
skipper.

“With playing against 

different opposition, 
there are different 
match-ups that we feel 
we can make the most 
of our batting line-up, 
and hence the continued 
change in the order,” he 
said.

He said KKR had a 
smooth transition after 
Karthik decided to step 
down from captaincy to 
focus on his batting.

“Within a team of 
leaders, given that myself 
and Dinesh were leaders 
in captain and vice-
captain, I think there will 
be a smooth transition 
from here. It took a lot 
of courage for DK and 
actually quite a lot of 
selflessness to come 

forward and recognise 
within himself that he 
wanted to focus on his 
batting and take the 
vice captaincy up, said 
Morgan.

“Therefore, I became 
captain and it is a great 
opportunity for me to 
lead the team. Like I 
said, within our group 
of players, we have a 
number of leaders and we 
will need throughout this 
competition,” he added.

On Cummins who 
top-scored for KKR, 
Morgan said the team 
looks at the Australian as 
an “all-rounder”. He said 
focussing on golf on this 
trip has helped Cummins 
in his batting.

Darren Bravo in, Shai Hope 
out of West Indies test squad

st. John’s (antigua), 
Oct 17 (ap): Left-
handed batsmen Darren 
Bravo and Shimron 
Hetmyer and allrounder 
Keemo Paul are back 
in the West Indies test 
squad for a two-match 
series in New Zealand 
but Shai Hope has been 
dropped.

Bravo’s highest test 
score of 218 came in 
Dunedin, New Zealand in 
2013.

Hope, a veteran of 
34 tests, has had a poor 
recent run in test cricket. 
He’s averaged 19.48 
since December 2017 
and just 14.45 since 
February 2019, lowering 
his career test average to 
26.27.

A group of six 
reserves will also travel 
to New Zealand to help 
prepare the test squad 
during a quarantine 
period and training 
camp as well as cover for 
injuries.

Wicketkeeper Andre 
Fletcher was in the 
Twenty20 squad for the 
first time since 2018 for 
a three-game series in 
New Zealand next month 
preceding the tests.

Allrounder Kyle 
Mayers has also been 
included for the first 
time after starring in 
the recent Caribbean 
Premier League.

Allrounder Andre 
Russell and top-order 

batsmen Lendl Simmons 
and Evin Lewis opted 
not to tour because of 
travel concerns and 
quarantines related to 
the pandemic.

The T20 series is 
set to start on Nov. 27 
in Auckland, followed 
by games in Mount 
Maunganui on Nov. 29 
and 30. The tests are 
scheduled for Dec. 3-7 at 
Seddon Park in Hamilton 
and from Dec. 11-15 
at the Basin Reserve in 
Wellington.

West Indies:
Test squad: Jason 

Holder (captain), 
Jermaine Blackwood, 
Kraigg Brathwaite, 
Darren Bravo, Shamarh 
Brooks, John Campbell, 
Roston Chase, Rahkeem 
Cornwall, Shane 
Dowrich, Shannon 
Gabriel, Shimron 
Hetmyer, Chemar Holder, 
Alzarri Joseph, Keemo 
Paul, Kemar Roach. 
Reserves: Nkrumah 
Bonner, Joshua DaSilva, 
Preston McSween, 
Shayne Moseley, Raymon 
Reifer, Jayden Seales.

T20 squad: Kieron 
Pollard (captain), 
Fabian Allen, Dwayne 
Bravo, Sheldon Cottrell, 
Andre Fletcher, Shimron 
Hetmyer, Brandon King, 
Kyle Mayers, Rovman 
Powell, Keemo Paul, 
Nicholas Pooran, Oshane 
Thomas, Hayden Walsh 
Jr, Kesrick Williams.

mumbai city Fc ropes in 
mid-fielder hugo Boumous

mumbai, Oct 17 (pTi): 
Indian Super League 
franchise Mumbai 
City FC on Saturday 
announced the signing 
of French-Moroccan mid-
fielder Hugo Boumous 
from FC Goa ahead of the 
upcoming season.

The attacking mid-
fielder joins them on a 
contract that will keep 
him at the club until 
2022.

“It is no secret 
that I have had a very 
successful working 
relationship with coach 
Sergio Lobera,” Boumous 
was quoted as saying in a 
media statement.

“He knows how to 
bring out the best in me 
and I am delighted to 
be joining him and my 
new teammates at this 
ambitious club. I had a 
great last season but I 
want to get better and I 
want to win trophies,” he 

added.
Mumbai City head 

coach Sergio Lobera, on 
his part, described the 
mid-fielder as one of the 
finest footballers to have 
played in India.

“His numbers and his 
accolades speak volumes 
about what he can bring 
to our team. I have 
worked with Hugo in the 
past; he has immense 
experience and guile for 
his age.

“I am glad we could 
bring him to Mumbai 
City and I am expecting 
him to play a crucial 
part in us achieving our 
collective ambitions,” 
Lobera stated.

The 25-year-old joins 
the Islanders on the back 
of an excellent 2019-20 
season with the Goan 
outfit, which saw him win 
the ISL Golden Ball with 
10 goals and 11 assists in 
15 appearances.

New Zealand’s 
Ardern 
headed for 
landslide win 
and 2nd term
aucKland, new 
Zealand (ap): Prime 
Minister Jacinda 
Ardern was headed 
for a landslide win 
and a second term 
in office Saturday in 
New Zealand’s general 
election.

With more than 
half the votes counted, 
Ardern’s liberal Labour 
Party had nearly 
double the support of 
its main challenger, the 
conservative National 
Party.

Labour was on the 
cusp of winning an 
outright majority in 
Parliament, something 
that hasn’t happened 
since New Zealand 
implemented a 
proportional voting 
system 24 years ago. 
Typically, parties 
must form alliances to 
govern, but this time 
Ardern and Labour may 
be able to go it alone.

“It’s a landslide that 
looks like our vote is the 
best it has been since 
the 1940s,” said Labour 
Minister David Parker. 
“It’s a tremendous 
accolade first and 
foremost to the prime 
minister, but also to the 
wider Labour team and 
the Labour movement.”

A record number 
of voters cast early 
ballots in the two 
weeks leading up to the 
election.

On the campaign 
trail, Ardern was 
greeted like a rock 
star by people who 
crammed into malls 
and spilled onto streets 
to cheer her on and get 
selfies with her.

Her popularity 
soared earlier this year 
after she led a successful 
effort to stamp out 
the coronavirus. 
There is currently no 
community spread of 
the virus in the nation 
of 5 million and people 
are no longer required 
to wear masks or social 
distance.

Ardern, 40, won the 
top job after the 2017 
election when Labour 
formed an alliance 
with two other parties. 
The following year, she 
became only the second 
world leader to give 
birth while in office.

She became a role 
model for working 
mothers around 
the world, many of 
whom saw her as 
a counterpoint to 
President Donald 
Trump. And she was 
praised for her handling 
of last year’s attack 
on two Christchurch 
mosques, when a white 
supremacist gunned 
down 51 Muslim 
worshippers.

She moved quickly 
to pass new laws 
banning the deadliest 
types of semi-automatic 
weapons.

In late March this 
year, when only about 
100 people had tested 
positive for COVID-19, 
Ardern and her health 
officials put New 
Zealand into a strict 
lockdown with a 
motto of “Go hard and 
go early.” She shut the 
borders and outlined 
an ambitious goal of 
eliminating the virus 
entirely rather than 
just trying to control 
its spread.
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azerbaijan: armenian missile 
killed 13, wounded over 50

BaKu, azerbaijan 
(ap): Azerbaijan on 
Saturday accused 
Armenia of striking its 
second-largest city with 
a ballistic missile that 
killed at least 13 civilians 
and wounded 50 others 
in a new escalation 
of their conflict over 
Nagorno-Karabakh.

The Armenian 
Defense Ministry denied 
launching the strike, but 
the separatist authorities 
in Nagorno-Karabakh put 
out a statement listing 
alleged “legitimate” 
military facilities in the 
city of Ganja, although 
they stopped short of 
claiming responsibility 
for the attack.

Azerbaijani officials 
said the Soviet-made 
Scud missile destroyed 
or damaged about 20 
residential buildings in 
Ganja overnight, and 
emergency workers 
spent hours searching 
in the rubble for victims 
and survivors.

Scud missiles date 
back to the 1960s and 
carry a big load of 
explosives but are known 
for their lack of precision.

In a televised address 
to the nation, Azerbaijan’s 
president, Ilham Aliyev, 
denounced the missile 
strike as a war crime and 

warned the leadership 
of Armenia that it would 
face responsibility for 
that.

“Azerbaijan will give 
its response and it will 
do so exclusively on the 
battlefield,” Aliyev said.

While authorities 
in both Azerbaijan and 
Armenia have denied 
targeting civilians, 
residential areas have 
increasingly come 
under shelling amid 
the hostilities that have 
raged for three weeks 
despite Russia’s attempt 
to broker a cease-fire.

Stepanakert, the 
regional capital of 
N a g o r n o - K a r a b a k h , 
came under intense 
shelling overnight, 
leaving three civilians 
wounded, according to 
separatist authorities.

Nagorno-Karabakh 
lies within Azerbaijan 
but has been under 
the control of ethnic 
Armenian forces backed 
by Armenia since a war 
there ended in 1994. The 
latest outburst of fighting 
began on Sept. 27 and 
has involved heavy 
artillery, rockets and 
drones, killing hundreds 
and marking the largest 
escalation of hostilities 
between the South 
Caucasus neighbors in 

more than a quarter-
century.

Aliyev announced 
Saturday that Azerbaijani 
forces have taken the 
town of Fizuli and seven 
villages around it, gaining 
a “strategic edge.”

Fizuli is one of 
the seven Azerbaijani 
regions outside Nagorno-
Karabakh that was seized 
by the Armenian forces 
during the war in the 
early 1990s.

Russia, which has 
a security pact with 
Armenia but also has 
cultivated warm ties 
with Azerbaijan, hosted 
top diplomats from both 
countries for more than 
10 hours of talks that 

ended with Saturday’s 
cease-fire deal. But the 
agreement immediately 
frayed, with both sides 
blaming each other for 
breaching it.

Azerbaijan has 
insisted it has the right 
to reclaim its land by 
force after efforts by the 
so-called Minsk group of 
international mediators 
that comprises Russia, 
the United States and 
France failed to yield 
any progress. Azerbaijan 
has actively pushed for 
its ally Turkey to take a 
prominent role in future 
peace talks.

Turkish Defense 
Minister Hulusi Akar 
spoke on the phone 

with his Azerbaijani 
c o u n t e r p a r t , 
c o n g r a t u l a t i n g 
Azerbaijan on “liberating 
Fizuli from the 
occupation” and downing 
the Armenian jets.

The Azerbaijani 
military declared 
Saturday that they 
downed an Armenian 
Su-25 jet, a claim quickly 
dismissed by Armenia’s 
Defense Ministry.

Drones and rocket 
systems supplied by 
Turkey have given the 
Azerbaijani military an 
edge on the battlefield, 
helping them outgun the 
Armenian forces that 
rely mostly on outdated 
Soviet-era weapons.

Bangkok shuts down transit 
systems as protests persist

BangKOK (ap): The 
authorities in Bangkok 
shut down mass transit 
systems and set up 
roadblocks Saturday 
as Thailand’s capital 
faced a fourth straight 
day of determined anti-
government protests.

The protesters have 
been doing their best to 
elude the authorities, 
using social media to 
assemble followers 
before police have 
time to block them. 
The government has 
announced plans to 
take legal action against 
Twitter and Facebook 
accounts that announce 
the protests, but fresh 
calls to action were 
posted Saturday.

The protesters 
are calling for Prime 
Minister Prayuth Chan-
ocha to leave office, 
the constitution to be 
amended to make it 
more democratic and 
the nation’s monarchy 
to undergo reform. The 
protests have been called 
in defiance of a state of 
emergency imposed on 
Thursday.

All stations of 
Bangkok’s elevated 
Skytrain mass transit 
system were ordered 
closed Saturday 
afternoon in an effort 
to thwart protests. A 
line of the underground 
MRT system was also 
shut, and police blocked 
off several roads. 
Organizers had called 
for their followers 
to meet at Skytrain 
stations pending further 
instructions.

Groups of protesters 
met at many of the 
stations that were 
closed, in effect 
establishing a protest 
presence across the 

city. In a further twist, 
organizers issued 
a fresh advisory for 
followers to gather at 
three stations outside 
the city’s central area, 
where access was easier, 
especially for people 
living in the suburbs.

Police on Friday 
had also tried to block 
demonstrators, but failed 
when protest organizers 
announced a last-minute 
switch of venue.

Friday’s rally was 
broken up by a large 
contingent of riot police 
backed by water cannons 
after at least 1,000 people 
had gathered. It was the 
first time the authorities 
have employed such 
forceful tactics against 
the student-led protests. 
Both Thursday’s and 
Friday’s protests were 
held in normally busy 
areas of central Bangkok.

“The government has 
been pushing us to the 
cliff and now we have 
nowhere to go. We need 
to stand right now; if 
not now, then we don’t 
know when,” said one 
protester, a 26-year-old 
who declined to give her 
name for fear of getting 
in trouble with the 
authorities..

Police took control of 
Friday’s rally site after 
about an hour, though 
continued to engage 
with some stragglers. 
Flash protests were 
launched in solidarity 
at several universities 
around the country.

“From the dispersal 
of protesters on the 
evening of October 
16, we have learned 
that the government 
and military have 
established themselves 
as the enemy of 
the people,” said a 

statement issued after 
Friday’s events by the 
People’s Party, the 
umbrella organization 
for the protesters. Most 
of its top leaders have 
been arrested.

The call by the 
protesters for reform 
of the monarchy has 
significantly raised the 
political temperature 
in Thailand, angering 
many older conservative 
Thais for whom any 
critical discussion of the 
monarchy is tantamount 
to treason.

King Maha 
Vajiralongkorn and other 
key members of the royal 
family are protected by a 
lese majeste law that has 
regularly been used to 
silence critics who risk 
up to 15 years in prison if 
deemed to have insulted 
the institution.

Prayuth’s declaration 
of a state of emergency 
said the measure was 
necessary because 
“certain groups of 
perpetrators intended 
to instigate an untoward 
incident and movement 
in the Bangkok area by 
way of various methods 
and via different 
channels, including 
causing obstruction to 
the royal motorcade.”

He was referring to an 
incident Wednesday that 
showed some members 
of a small crowd heckling 
a motorcade carrying 
Queen Suthida and 
Prince Dipangkorn as it 
slowly passed.

On Friday, two 
activists were arrested 
under a law covering 
violence against the 
queen for their alleged 
part in the incident. They 
could face up to life in 
prison if convicted. They 
denied any wrongdoing.

dark déjà vu for european economy as virus cases spike
lOndOn (ap): 
Europe’s economy 
was just catching its 
breath from what had 
been the sharpest 
recession in modern 
history. A resurgence in 
coronavirus cases this 
month is a bitter blow 
that will likely turn 
what was meant to be 
a period of healing for 
the economy into a lean 
winter of job losses and 
bankruptcies.

Bars, restaurants, 
airlines and myriad other 
businesses are getting hit 
with new restrictions as 
politicians desperately 
try to contain an increase 
in infection cases that 
is rapidly filling up 
hospitals.

The height of the 
pandemic last spring 
had caused the economy 
of the 19 countries that 
use the euro to plunge by 
a massive 11.8% in the 
April-June quarter from 
the previous three-month 
period. About 1.5 million 
more people registered 
as unemployed during 
the pandemic. The 
damage was contained 
only by governments’ 
quick decision to spend 
hundreds of billions of 
euros (dollars) to keep 
another 45 million on 
payrolls and companies 
running.

While the new 
restrictions are so far 
not as drastic as the 
near-total shutdown of 
public life imposed in the 
spring, they are kicking 
an economy that’s down. 
For many Europeans, 
there is a foreboding 
sense of déjà vu.

“It is a disaster,” says 
Thomas Metzmacher, 
who owns a restaurant 
in Germany’s financial 
hub, Frankfurt, of the 
government’s decision 
to impose an 11 p.m. 
curfew.

He noted that 
even before the new 
restrictions many people 
in his industry could 
only just about survive. 
The curfew means 
people who come in 

for a meal don’t linger 
for a few extra beers or 
schnapps, which is where 
restaurants make most of 
their profits. “Now it is: 
go for a meal, finish your 
drink, pay, go home,” he 
says.

Experts say that the 
global economy’s course 
depends on the health 
crisis: Only when the 
pandemic is brought 
under control will it 
recover.

Countries like 
China, which have so far 
avoided a big resurgence 
like Europe, are faring 
better economically. The 
U.S. never quite got its 
first wave under control 
and its economy remains 
hobbled by it.

Europe had reduced 
the number of infections 
much faster than the U.S. 
and managed to keep a 
lid on unemployment. 
But the narrative that 
contrasted Europe’s 
successes against the 
Trump administration’s 
failure to subdue the 
pandemic is being 
quickly revised.

As coronavirus cases 
rise anew in Europe, 
economists are slashing 
their forecasts.

Ludovic Subran, 
the chief economist 

at financial services 
firm Allianz, says 
there is a high risk 
that the economies of 
France, Spain, and the 
Netherlands will contract 
again in the last three 
months of the year. Italy 
and Portugal are also 
at risk. While Germany 
is seeing an increase in 
infections, too, it is not 
as bad and the economy 
appears more resilient.

“We see an elevated 
risk of a double dip 
recession in countries 
that are once again 
resorting to targeted and 
regional lockdowns,” he 
said.

The pandemic 
is worsening just as 
governments were trying 
to ease off the massive 
amounts of financial 
support they have been 
giving households and 
business owners.

Many governments 
have programs where 
they pay the majority 
of salaries of workers 
who are redundant in 
the hope that they will 
be able to quickly get 
back to work after the 
pandemic. In France and 
Britain that covered a 
third of the labor force 
at one point, and 20% 
in Germany. They also 

gave cash handouts to 
households and grants to 
business owners.

Now governments 
are phasing out some 
of that support and 
aiming to provide more 
targeted aid to people 
directly affected by new 
restrictions. That will not 
help people whose jobs 
are affected indirectly. 
A pub facing a curfew, 
say, would be eligible 
to get wage support for 
its staff but the brewery 
supplying it might not.

The impact will vary 
between countries — 
while Britain is shifting 
to a less-comprehensive 
wage support plan, 
Germany has extended 
its program.

As with the 
pandemic’s initial surge 
in the spring, the sectors 
in Europe most affected 
by limits on public life 
are services including 
travel and hospitality — 
those that depend most 
on face-to-face contact 
between people.

Countries like Spain, 
Portugal and Greece 
rely heavily on tourism. 
It accounts for almost 
12% of Spain’s economy, 
compared with less than 
3% for the U.S. and about 
7% for France.

Major airlines in 
Europe expect to operate 
at about 40% of normal 
levels this winter and are 
again cutting the number 
of flights. Lufthansa, 
British Airways and 
others are cutting tens of 
thousands of jobs as they 
expect no quick return to 
how things were before 
the pandemic — even 
with government aid.

Even where there 
are no hard restrictions, 
the health hazard scares 
customers away, so 
shops are likely to see 
less business.

The EU is giving 
750 billion euros ($880 
billion) in financial 
support to member 
countries to cope with 
the fallout. Governments 
like Spain’s were 
planning to invest in 
long-term projects such 
as renewable energy 
and technology. It now 
appears they will have 
to spend more on just 
keeping the economy 
afloat. The European 
Central Bank is injecting 
1.35 trillion euros 
($1.6 trillion) into the 
economy, which keeps 
borrowing cheap even 
for countries with weak 
finances like Spain and 
Italy.
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aries:
Your intelligence is sharper than ever today, which is 
why you’ll be drawn to intricate ideas and images. There 
couldn’t possibly be too many details for you right 
now because you’re eager to sort through things and 
get to the truth behind it all. This is an exceptional 
day for researching, studying, or making huge 
headway on a complicated project. Don’t worry that 
you will get overwhelmed or run down by the end of 
the day. You’ll still have plenty of energy for tonight!
Taurus:
Is it a friend’s birthday? You’d better check. Details 
like that could throw you off track today. Make sure 
you’re good with your correspondence because 
someone has been waiting for your answer and they 
might be losing patience. A quick note or call (full 
of your usual charm, of course) should calm any 
stormy waters and lay the groundwork for future 
commitments that could lead to an infusion of cash 
to your bank account
gemini:
There’s a switch today in terms of communication. 
The people who usually get you right off the bat—
family, friends, favored co-workers—aren’t going to 
know what to make of your suggestions and ideas 
now. And the people who always seemed to be 
coming from the other side of the spectrum from 
you will know exactly what you’re talking about! 
This is perfectly natural, and it will provide a nice 

respite from the tension you’ve been having with 
these people lately.
CANCer:
Someone is going to try to get what they want from you 
by appealing to your analytical side, but you may find 
yourself emotionally buying into their argument 
as well. Today is the beginning of a shift in your 
perception. You are much more willing to see the 
other side of argument and let people slide on the 
silly stuff. 
leO:
he more thrifty your past, the more extravagant your 
future can be. You need to stay cautious a little bit 
longer if you want to be prepared for what’s coming 
on the scene in the future. A big chunk of change will 
get you much closer to where you want to be. For the 
time being, you still should watch what you buy and 
skip any extravagances. You will be very grateful you 
tightened your belt.
VirgO:
Today, it might feel like you’re stuck in one of those 
snow globes, and someone has just picked it up and 
shaken it. Everything in your life is knocked off its 
normal moorings and floating around with little if 
any direction. But it’s easy to make lemonade out of 
this lemon-like experience. Look upon it a turning 
point when the slate is wiped clean and the future 
is yours to create in a new way. Dictate your dreams 
and go.

liBra:
Your reputation is shining bright right now, so don’t 
be too surprised if others in your life start looking 
to you for answers to the tough questions. What’s 
important here isn’t giving them the correct answer; 
it’s almost certain that you won’t be able to in all 
situations. The most important thing for you to do is 
to empower these people to find their own answers. 
Your encouragement will be more helpful to them 
than any answer you give could ever be.
scOrpiO:
Listen to your more conservative investor voice 
today and don’t get involved with anything you’re 
not totally sure of. Avoid making any major 
transactions that concern either your money or your 
heart. Things that look bright and cheerful right 
now could be hiding some dark secrets. In fact, the 
more something or someone appears to be a sure 
thing, the more likely it won’t pan out. Being safe 
instead of sorry is always a better choice.
sagiTTarius:
Put more effort into your career today and do the 
work you’ve been putting aside. Remember that 
your boss is human even if you find their style 
difficult to deal with from time to time. A simple, 
casual conversation can lay the foundation for your 
future and smooth over any tension you’re feeling. But 
before you initiate any talks, use today to formulate your 
plan and organize a list of your recent accomplishments.

capricOrn:
Research and planning are always a good idea, but you 
may be getting too caught up in the details of it all. Be 
honest with yourself. Are you looking for an excuse to not 
move forward? The time has come for you to get active. 
And if everything isn’t crystal clear, use your imagination 
to come up with guesstimates that will fill in the blanks 
and keep you going! If you need to make revisions, you 
can always work them out as you go along. Today it’s 
important to make a commitment.
AqUAriUS:
You’ve been much more grounded lately than you have 
been in a long while, and today you should try to figure 
out why. What has changed in the past few weeks in 
your life? Has someone exciting entered it, has someone 
unpleasant left it? Have you learned something new 
about how to make yourself happy? Take some time to 
think things through, because unless you consciously try 
to understand what forces could be working in your life, 
you’ll never know how to maintain them.
pisces:
Avoid setting too many unrealistic goals for yourself right 
now. If you aim higher than it’s possible to reach, you’ll 
only get frustrated. You need attainable milestones that 
can boost your confidence and keep you positive about 
the bigger mountains that you’ll need to climb further 
down the road. Today, all you have to do is assess your 
surroundings and act fast. Don’t think too long about the 
pros and cons. Just do it!

Street Style! The British supermodel, rosie 
huntington-Whiteley rocks a Balmain blazer and purse 
while out and about in london.
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Jim carrey Offers undecided Voters a stark 
choice With new donald Trump-Bashing art

The actor-artist spells out a key difference 
between the president and Democratic 

nominee Joe Biden with his latest cartoon.
Jim Carrey offered help to undecided voters 
with his latest anti-Trump cartoon.

The actor/artist presented a stark choice 
to those people still unsure about who they’ll 
vote for on Nov. 3 ― either back President 
Donald Trump or vote for “decency” with 
Democratic presidential nominee Joe Biden.

Carrey, who is currently portraying Biden 
on “Saturday Night Live,” has used his artwork 
to attack Trump throughout the latter’s 
presidency.

In January, the “Kidding” star claimed he 
was done with producing politically charged 
pieces. But in recent weeks, ahead of the 2020 
election, he’s actually ramped up his cartoon 
criticism of Trump, his administration and in 
particular its catastrophic mishandling of the 

coronavirus pandemic.
Last week, Carrey also began burning 

Trump’s supporters and enablers in the GOP 
with these hellish depictions of Republican 
Sens. Ted Cruz (Texas), Lindsey Graham (S.C.) 
and Mitch McConnell (Ky.).

stephen King’s thriller ‘mr. 
mercedes’ gets another chance

neW YOrK (ap): One of Stephen King’s 
most creepy and tense stories was 
hiding in plain sight.
“Mr. Mercedes” started life in 2017 
as a broadcast offering on the AT&T-
owned, DirecTV-exclusive Audience 
Network, only to be left marooned with 
an uncertain future after the obscure 
channel was shut down. The crime 
series gets another life this month 
after NBC’s Peacock streaming service 
acquired it.

“Nobody could find it. And that was 
enormously frustrating,” says director 
Jack Bender. “Hopefully it’s going to get 
the audience it’s always deserved.”

The pitch-dark series — adapted by 
David E. Kelley and starring Brendan 
Gleeson — is based on Stephen King’s 
bestselling Bill Hodges trilogy and 
follows a retired, ornery detective 
tormented by a seriously troubled 
serial killer who announces himself by 
mowing down dozens of people in line 
for a job fair in a stolen Mercedes.

“My intention was always to do a 
character driven, scary show about the 
monster inside these people instead of 
the monster outside the people,” says 
Bender. “Even though they’re monstrous 
people doing monstrous things, they 
are not, quote-unquote, boogeyman 
monsters.”

The first two seasons of “Mr. 
Mercedes” will be bingeable on Peacock 
starting on Oct. 15. The show’s most 
recent outing, 2019’s Season 3, will 
arrive on a date to be announced.

In addition to Gleeson, the cast 
includes Harry Treadaway, Kelly Lynch, 
Jharrel Jerome, Mary-Louise Parker, 
Holland Taylor, Breeda Wool and 
Nancy Travis. The series was filmed in 

Charleston, South Carolina, which stood 
in for Ohio.

English actor Treadway, who has 
played a genius psychopath in “Penny 
Dreadful,” takes on the serial killer 
in “Mr. Mercedes” and calls him “a 
unique, brilliantly drawn, complicated 
character.” He calls the story “electric.”

Treadway says one of his most 
powerful memories is watching King’s 
“The Shining” with Jack Nicholson and 
called King’s trilogy “such a page-turner. 
I just binged it and, in a dark way, just 
fell in love with the character and the 
world.”

His serial killer is tightly wound, 
vindictive, awkward, clever, a victim of 
abuse, a loner and filled with rage. “As 
an actor, my part of the process was 
definitely not to judge him. It was to 
understand him and get into the skin of 
him.”

Even years after filming, Treadway 
seems rattled: “That as a process was 
fascinating, disturbing at times, lingered 
afterwards — I won’t forget.”

While faithful to the books, Kelley 
and Bender inserted their own ideas 
to the adaptation. Kelley added a next-

door neighbor to the detective (played 
by Taylor) and Bender gave him an 
extensive vinyl record collection and a 
tortoise to look after.

The pet was inspired by a tortoise 
that Bender’s own daughter — Hannah 
Bender, the show’s costume designer — 
got when she was a child and the records 
give the series a quirky soundscape, 
from Donovan, Reagan Youth, Leonard 
Cohen and Radiohead to The Drifters, 
T-Bone Burnett and Juice Newton.

“I wanted the music to come from 
the characters in ‘Mr. Mercedes’ because 
I really don’t love just putting the record 
on and letting it be emotional or cool 
over a montage,” says Bender.

Bender was executive producer and 
lead director on the ABC series “Lost” but 
don’t expect many Easter eggs like that 
show in “Mr. Mereceds,” although there’s 
a nod to King with the inclusion of the 
Ramone’s song “Pet Sematary” — also the 
title of a novel by King — and the writer 
himself makes a cameo.

Bender says that’s only fitting: “All of 
his books, even if they are advertised and 
known to have a supernatural flair, have 
very rich characters. They all do.”

Why the replacements were banned for life by SNL
Saturday Night Live may well be one of 

the most acclaimed late-night shows 
of all time. With such a major audience, 
the chance to perform for the studio 
audience and the viewers at home is too 
big an opportunity to pass up. Yet some 
acts saw it as an opportunity to make a 
name for themselves in the wrong way. 
One such band was The Replacements.
Lots of artists have been banned by 
the show’s executive producer Lorne 
Michaels and his team at SNL. However, 
while some reasons for the banning 
are a little cheap (see Rage Against 
The Machine and David Bowie who 
were banned for turning a flag upside 
down and playing a song Lorne hated 
respectively), The Replacements’ 
omission in 1986 seems a fair one, if you 
ask us. That said, most of the blame lies 
with Harry Dean Stanton anyway.

The Replacements played an integral 
part in pioneering alternative rock in 
the 1980s with their shows garnering 
a reputation for their chaotic nature 
and the total madness that seemed to 
invariably engulf their audiences. By 
1986 that very same reputation had 
earned the band a dream slot of being 
the musical guests on SNL. It would end 
in disaster and leave the group banned 
for life by Lorne Michaels and his vicious 
red pen.

The previous year had seen the 
band attempt to move out from the 
underground and push themselves into 
the mainstream as they released their 
major-label debut, Tim, and hired an 
established New York management 

company called High Noon. The 
Replacements were setting themselves 
up for the big time and using every rung 
of the ladder they could get a grasp on 
to pull them up there. They had even 
grabbed their first national TV slot.

Though the intention was there, the 
band’s image was a tough one to polish. 
Even so, cleaning up of their brand came 
at a time when guitarist Bob Stinson’s 
drug and mental health issues were 
beginning to spiral out of control and 
the increasing internal tensions within 
the group were ripping the band apart. 
The group’s self-destructive nature was 
shown to the entire nation on their first-
ever national TV appearance when they 
were invited into studio 8H and given 
the green light on SNL.

Like Elvis Costello, The 
Replacements also arrived as a last-
minute guest, replacing scheduled act 
the Pointer Sisters after they cancelled 
just days before the show. It’s not quite 
a like for like replacement, so one 
could understand the shift in pace. 
The call up was down to the show’s 
musical director of the time, G.E. 
Smith, who, being a huge fan of the 
band, was instantly drawn to their 
punk stylings. But the very thing 
that had attracted Smith to the band 
would soon enough see them banned 
from the show. Their catastrophic 
performance would see SNL 
producer Lorne Michaels banning 
them from ever returning to 30 Rock.

The band performed ‘Kiss Me on the 
Bus’ whilst being completely out of their 

mind on drink and who knows what 
and then played ‘Bastards of Young‘—
playing it entirely out-of-tune—during 
which frontman Paul Westerberg yells 
out a swear. If the band hadn’t already 
tarnished their TV reputation with the 
knowingly tough Michaels with their 
performances when Westerberg yelled 
“come on fucker” the nail was in the 
coffin for the NBC bosses. To make 
things even worse they returned to 
stage wearing mismatched iterations of 
each other’s clothing.

In a 2015 interview recorded for the 
Archive of American Television, G. E. 
Smith recalled that although the band 
had performed well for the early evening 
pre-taped dress rehearsal performance, 
one of their crew then smuggled alcohol 
into their dressing room and they spent 
the next few hours drinking (with the 
guest host, Harry Dean Stanton) while 
taking drugs.

According to Smith, by the time of 
the late-night live broadcast, the band 
were so entirely intoxicated that on 
their way to the stage to perform, Bob 
Stinson tripped in the corridor, fell over 
onto his guitar and broke it—a fumble 
that led to Smith loaning him one of the 
SNL house band’s spare instruments. It 
was a catalogue of errors that would see 
the group lose their shot at the big time 
in 1986.

The Replacements would eventually 
return to NBC in 2014 when they 
appeared on The Tonight Show with 
Jimmy Fallon almost 30 years on from 
that fateful night in 1986.


