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CM meets Dalai Lama, 
invites him to Sikkim

Dharamshala, 08 Nov 
(IPR): Chief Minister, 
PS Tamang and spouse, 
Sardha Tamang called on 
the Dalai Lama in Dha-
ramshala today and got 
his blessings.

The Dalai Lama em-
phasized on reading 
Buddhist texts to have 
better control over dif-
ferent human emotions 
such as anger and hatred.

Ruing that India has 
lost the ‘Nalanda tradi-
tion’, the Dalai Lama ex-

pressed his commitment 
to revive ancient Indian 
knowledge. He also em-
phasized that modern 
India needs this ancient 
knowledge and hence, it 
should be revived.

The Dalai Lama 
also talked extensive-
ly about Kangyur and 
Tengyur The meaning of 
“Kangyur” is “the trans-
lated words (of the Lord 
Buddha)”. It is the entire 
collection of texts re-
garded as buddhavacana 

or “Buddha-word”, trans-
lated into Tibetan. 

The texts considered 
to be “Buddha-word” 
are the records not only 
of the Buddha’s own 
discourses, but also of 
teachings and explana-
tions given by others––
often by his close disci-
ples with his approval, 
or by other enlightened 
beings. Also included are 
systematic compilations 
of the Lord Buddha’s pro-
nouncements on particu-

lar topics, e.g. the rules 
of monastic discipline in 
the Vinaya texts.

Whereas the mean-
ing of “Tengyur” is “the 
translated treatises”. It is 
comprised of the Tibet-
an translations of works 
written by Indian Bud-
dhist masters, explaining 
and elaborating on the 
words of the Lord Buddha.

The Dalai Lama also 
emphasized on teach-
ing of Sanskrit language 
in order to learn old 
Indian text. The Chief 
Minister, PS Tamang in-
formed the Dalai Lama 
that his government 
has given top priority to 
Sanskrit teaching and 
also appointed 170 San-
skrit teachers in various 
schools all over the state.  

Mr Tamang extended 
an invitation to the Da-
lai Lama to visit Sikkim 
which he gracefully ac-
cepted. He has expressed 
his desire to visit Sikkim 
next summer.  

The Dalai Lama bless-
ed the Chief Minister, his 
spouse and the team.

ai enable tablets provided to 100 West sikkim schools
SuMMIt RePoRt
Gangtok, 08 Nov:

A programme on Artificial In-
telligence was organized at 

Pelling Senior Secondary School 
on 07 Nov, a press release in-
forms. In the programme, 200 
Teachers from 100 schools of 
West District were oriented in Ar-
tificial intelligence by Mr Shang-
pliang of Hasalfre Foundation.  

Haselfre foundation also 
provided Artificial Intelligence 
enabled tablets to 100 schools 
of West District. 

Minister for Education, 
Kunga Nima Lepcha was kind 

enough to handover the AI en-
abled tablets to the Schools. 

He also urged the teachers 
and students to take full advan-
tage of these sort of facilities 
provided to them in making 
learning effective. 

The Minister visited 
NISHTHA training (Phase1) in 
progress at Kyongsa Senior Sec-
ondary School and interacted 
with teacher trainees. 

It may be mentioned that 
the Department of Science and 
Technology, Government of In-
dia, has embarked on an ambi-
tious project    turn to pg 02

Mohammedan Sporting 
down Army Red to make 

it to Gold Cup semis

SagaR ChhetRI
Gangtok, 08 Nov: 

Mohammedan Sport-
ing Club has com-

pleted the set of four 
teams in the semi-finals of 
the ongoing 39th All India 
Governor’s Gold Cup Foot-
ball Tournament. 

Playing the last 
quarter-final match this 
evening under flood-
lights, Mohammedan 
SC edged past Army 
Red 2-1 to book its place 
among the final-four of 
the tournament. 

Mohammedan SC is 
a two-time champion of 
the Gold Cup, having lift-
ed it in 1980 and 2016 
and has been a runner-up 
at the tournament a stag-
gering seven times.

The Kolkata team 

started strong today, 
ending the first half 2-0 
ahead thanks to goals 
by Sabara Commara and 
Tithakar Sarkar. 

Army Red tried a 
comeback in the second 
half aided by a goal by its 
striker, Jain P, by the Mo-
hammedan SC defence 
held strong from thereon 
and the match ended 2-1 
in its favour. 

Mohammedan SC will 
take on Sikkim Police in the 
second semi-final match 
scheduled for Sunday.

The first semi-final 
match will be played 
between home team, 
Sikkim Himalayan 
Sporting Club, and Sili-
guri’s Royal Football 
Club under floodlights 
on Saturday evening. 
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Life Skills Education 
Master Trainers prepared 

to help youth cope
SuMMIt RePoRt
Gangtok, 08 Nov:

Health Department 
organized a 5-day 

Master Trainers Training 
Workshop on Life Skills 
Education from 04 to 08 
Nov, 2019 to promote 
healthy life skills and 
coping skills among the 
youth of Sikkim. 

The programme was 
inaugurated by Mission 
Director, National Health 
Mission, Dr PM Pradhan, 
in the presence of HoD 
Psychiatry Dept, Dr CS 
Sharma, Additional Di-
rector, SSACS, Dr Kerongi, 
WHO expert on Life Skills 
Education or Approach, 
Dr Srikala Bharath and 
Semior Resident, Dr Gopi 
Gajera, NIMHANS.

LSE is a program 
which empowers an ado-
lescent with the abilities 
for adaptive and positive 
behavior that enable in-

dividuals to deal effec-
tively with the demands, 
challenges and stresses 
of everyday life. 

An empowered child 
has the competence to 
cope with the challenges 
of life using the available 
resources amidst many 
adversities. These skills 
when learned during 
the development phase 
of life, is much more ef-
fective than when indi-
viduals are already ma-
ture adults. 

For this LSE training 
programme, Dr Bharath, 
who is also a Consultant 
(Adult and Old Age Psy-
chiatry), and Founder of 
STEPS (Skills To EmPow-
er Self) Foundation, was 
invited to share her ex-
pertise and impart train-
ing on modules devel-
oped for Sikkim by her. 

She was assisted by 
turn to pg 02

Sikkim scripts history, enters knock-
outs of Vijay Merchant trophy

SuMMIt RePoRt
Gangtok, 08 Nov:

The Under-16 Boys’ 
team of Sikkim won 

their final league match of 
the Vijay Merchant Trophy 
today against Manipur at 
Ravenshaw University 
Ground, Cuttack, Odisha. 
With this win, Sikkim 
has topped the Northeast 
and Bihar Zone group 
with 27 Point(s), a press 
release informs. 

Sikkim won all the 
matches played in the 
league round except one 

match which was aban-
doned with no results 
due to rain. Sikkim had 
qualified for the knock-
outs when they won their 
match against Nagaland 
on 01 November, but with 
this win, they secured the 
first position in the group.   

The match started on 
06 Nov where Manipur 
won the toss and elected 
to bat. In the first innings 
Manipur was all-out for 60 
runs in 31.3 overs. It was 
Yawar Hussain’s brilliant

turn to pg 02

Karamveer Chakra Award for 
Sikkimese fashion designer

SuMMIt RePoRt
Gangtok, 08 Nov:

Fashion designer, Omi 
Gurung from Sikkim 

has been honoured with 
the Karamveer Chakra 
Award and the Rex Glob-
al Fellowship 2019 by 
iCONGO, an international 
confederation of NGOs 
in partnership with the 
United Nations, as per a 
press release. 

The Karamveer 
Chakra awards and the 
Rex Global Fellowship 
are given to heroes and 
champions of change 
from all walks of life and 
from around the world. 
These are people aged 7 
to 70 plus, who are not 
only making a tangible 

difference in our world, 
but also making compel-
ling contributions and 
positively changing mind-
sets of people and society, 
the release mentions.

The award shall be 
given to Omi Gurung 
on 27 Nov, 2019, in a 
REX CONCLiVe event 
to be held at Ramagya 
School, Noida. 

“It is an honour and a 
wonderful acknowledge-
ment of all the hard work 
and efforts, I have put in 
for many years to advo-
cate about sustainable 
fashion and as a consum-
er, every individual can 
make a positive differ-
ence to the planet earth. I 
feel blessed to be chosen 
as one of the champions 
of change,” Omi has said.

Omi is also a recipient 
of The Telegraph North-
east Excellence Award, 
Balipara Foundation 
Young Naturalist Award 
and Vogue Mystique De-
signer Award. He is also 
the first TEDx speaker 
from Sikkim to give a 
TEDxTalk.
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have  a story to share? 
email us: news@summittimes.com

ANyesthi KriyA
The 13th day Anyesthi Kriya of late K.B. Chettri 

(Orient Studio) falls on 9th November, 2019.
All relatives, well wishers 

and friends are requested to 
join us in offering prayers for the 
departed soul on 09.11.2019 at 
our residence at Upper Shyari, 
Opposite New Bishal Hotel.

We would like to express 
our gratitude to all those who 
stood by us at the time of bereavement.

Mrs. Bal Kumari Chettri (Wife)
Mr. Binod K. Chettri and Mr. 

Hemant Chettri (Sons)
Mrs. Matilda Isaacs and Mrs. Rebecca 

Pradhan (Daughter-in-Laws)
Mrs. Bhakti Pradhan and Mr. Om 

Pradhan (Daughter and Son-in-Law)
Mr. Arun K. Chettri and Mrs. Mani Kumari 

Chettri (Brother and Sister-in-Law)
Mrs. Tina, Mr. Avinash, Dr. Mona 
Chettri and all Grand Children.

Contact: 9933462560,  9434103792

 
~ SummittimES ~
Classifieds
GeNerAl lAND for sAle

Roadside plots for sale at Adampool, Ranipool-
Rumtek highway.

For details contact: 9083826462

flAt for reNt/leAse
Fully furnished 3BHK flat available for rent/

lease at Church Road near DPH. Roadside and 
five minutes walking distance from MG Marg.

For more details: 9083826462 /9832556698
GeNerAl lAND for sAle

General land 30X40 (3 Plots) available for sale 
at  Tadong 6th Mile next to Harka Maya College. 

Flat Land no cutting required. Price 30 Lakhs 
(negotiable).

Contact: 9800201335

lAND for sAle 
A land measuring an area for  50x32 1/2  at Road-
side just below housing colony is for sale. It is 
just a  one minute walking distance from Namchi 
bazaar taxi stand. Interested party may contact 
9593373387 and 9434406761

to build awareness on key technologies amongst chil-
dren in Government Middle schools, who will enter 
the job market in 2030 and beyond. Haselfre Founda-
tion has been selected as one of the organization to 
roll out this project in India by March 2020.

Additional Chief Secretary, GP Upadhyaya, on be-
half of Education Department, Government of Sikkim 
and Dr. Nadadur Janardhan on behalf Haselfre Foun-
dation NGO had signed an MoU on 20 June 2019 to 
implement the said project in Sikkim. 

West Sikkim, being an Aspirational District, has 
been selected for the project n Sikkim. 

The programme was attended by District Collec-
tor, West District, Karma R Bonpo, Director, School 
Education, Hondala Gyaltsen, Joint Director, School 
Education, K. Inbaraj and District Officers. 

ai enable...

Senior Resident from NIMHANS, Dr Gopi Gajera as-
sociated with Sikkim Suicide Prevention Action 
Network Project (SPAN).

The master trainers include psychiatrists, clinical 
psychologists, doctors, heads of schools, lecturers 
from DIET and government colleges in Sikkim and 
representatives from State Council SCERT. 

In a cascading model of training these trained Mas-
ter Trainers will train the secondary school teachers 
under the guidance and supervision of Dr Bharath. 
The Teachers Training on Life Skills Education will be 
conducted in two batches starting on 11 Nov. 

At the valedictory function today, participants gave 
their feedback.

The Department of Health & Family Welfare is 
proposing mental health promotion using life 
skills as a policy in collaboration with the Edu-
cation Department wherein: Inclusion of Life Skills 
Education in all schools as a co-curricular activity in 
the curriculum.

Life Skills...

 bowling who took 7 wickets and Tusya Naman Sharma 
with 3 wickets restricted the opponent to the marginal 
total. Sikkim in their first innings made 203 runs in 76 
overs taking the lead of 143 runs. Adarsh Pandey made 
60 runs, Tarun Sharma 56 runs, Senge Wajahat Medhi 33 
runs and contributed to this total. In the second innings 
once again the intense bowling by Yawar and Tusya tak-
ing 4 wickets each and Tarun with 2 wickets wrapped up 
the match, winning it by an innings and 7 runs. 

Sikkim created history by entering the knock-outs of 
the tournament for the very first time. The knock-outs 
will start on 25 November and the fixtures and venues 
will be declared once all the league matches are over. 

Team Sikkim will be traveling to Chennai for the 
camp before the knock-outs begin. 

Sikkim Cricket Association (SICA) is proud of the 
team and support staffs and congratulates them for cre-
ating history and also wishes them luck for the knock-
outs, the release states.

Sikkim scripts...

governor tours Rhenock
SuMMIt RePoRt
Gangtok, 08 Nov:

Governor Ganga Prasad 
today completed a 

two-day visit to Rhenock 
constituency and sur-
rounding areas, an official 
press release informs. 

He was accompanied 
by Rhenock MLA Bishnu 
Khatiwada on the tour, 
the first day of which 
included a visit to Lam-
pokhari. 

Here, the Governor 
expressed concern over 
the cleanliness of the 
lake premises and its wa-
ter and called for better 
management to attract 
more tourists in the area. 

The Governor then 
made a stopover at Rung-
dung Farm popularly 
known as “Lepcha Farm” 
and interacted with hor-
ticulture officials and 
farmers there. 

The farm is on lease 
and is being managed by 
horticulture employees 
appointed under the One 

Family, One Job scheme. 
The Governor urged them 
to remain consistent in 
their efforts to promote 
entrepreneurship and 
model farming in the area. 

He then visited Vish-
wa Vinayak Temple at 
Rhenock and performed 
Hawan and offered 
prayers there. The Gover-
nor also interacted with 
committee members and 

stressed on the need to 
promote the temple as 
a tourist destination be-
sides its religious signif-
icance and sanctity.

On the last leg of his 
visit, the Governor visit-
ed Alkem Laboratories 
at Kumrek on the Rang-
po-Rorathang road. 

He was apprised about 
the manufacturing process of 
various medicines and was 

given a tour of the premises. 
He expressed satis-

faction with the tech-
nology and quality con-
trol being maintained 
by the plant, the release 
informs, and asked the 
management to keep the 
interests and welfare of 
employees on priority. 

He also planted a 
sapling in the laboratory 
premises. 

DC visits hydel project 
affected Aapdara

SuMMIt RePoRt
Gangtok, 08 Nov:

As part of Each Friday 
Field Day, a team of 

officials led by District 
Collector, East, visited 
Aapdara village today.

The team includ-
ed ADC/E, DD/DM, GM 
NHPC, Geologist from 
Mines and Geology De-
partment and the repre-
sentatives of landowners 
whose land was dam-
aged due t Teesta Hydel 
Project Stage-V. 

The visit was to 
assess the damages 
caused to the 27 houses 
which had been pending 
since 2015. 

All the 27 houses 
were inspected by the 
team and the damages 
were assessed and cate-
gorised based on the ex-
tent of damage. 

The houses were also 
categorised on the basis 
of their location such as 
above, below and adjoin-

ing the road and above 
the ADIT. 

The collapsed ap-
proach road to NHPC 
Dam site and the slide 
above it was also in-
spected by the DC/East 
and the team. Geologist, 
Mines and Geology De-
partment was directed to 
prepare a detailed map 
depicting the extent of 
the landslide and the lo-
cation of the 27 houses 
above the landslide. 

The complainants 
had stopped the repair 
works of the collapsed 
approach road to the 
dam site for over two 
months fearing further 
damage to their houses 
which are situated above 
the slide area. 

The complainants 
were assured that the 
order under Disaster 
Management Act 2005 
shall be issued within 
seven days as per as-
sessment done.

West Pendam to host 
student fest Aurora 2019

SuMMIt RePoRt
Gangtok, 08 Nov:

A student fest, Aurora 
2019 “The Rising”, is 

going to be held at West 
Pendam Constituency 
from 12–22 December, a 
press release informs.

Various sports com-
petitions and Interna-
tional Karate Champion-
ship under the guidance 
of Karate Association 
India (KAI), along with; 
acting, singing, dance, 
debate, quiz, speech, 
fashion, poem recitation, 
extempore, etc will be 
part of the festival.

Blood donation camp, 
free health check-up 
camps, various exhibition 
stalls by young entrepre-
neurs of Sikkim will also 
he held which will inspire 
the students and youths of 

the constituency.
The fest is support-

ed by Sunrise Academy, 
Duga, East Sikkim where 
Retired Deputy Director 
(HRDD), DB Chettri is 
nominated as the pres-
ident of the committee 
under the guidance of ed-
ucationist, Lachi Pradhan 
who is the Chief Advisor 
of the fest committee. 

The committee also 
consists of officers, teachers 
and the socially active citi-
zens of the constituency. 

Different schools of 
neighbouring constit-
uencies have also con-
firmed their participa-
tion in the fest.

The ten-day fest will 
be held at Duga and events 
will take place in different 
locations of West Pendam 
Constituency.

Leadership training for West 
Sikkim’s co-op society leaders 
SuMMIt RePoRt
Gangtok, 08 Nov:

A series of daylong 
Awareness & Lead-

ership Development Pro-
gramme for co-operative 
leaders of West District 
which had begun on 23 
Oct, concluded today 
with a special function 
held at the assembly 
hall of Tashiding Gram 
Prashan Kendra. 

Budha Hang Subba, 
former Upadhakshya 
(West), was present as 
the chief guest, a press 
release informs.

Resource persons 
made presentations on 
common accounting sys-
tems, financial discipline 
and the facilities provid-

ed by Cooperative Banks, 
scope of rural tourism 
through co-operative so-
cieties etc. 

SICUN Director, Bish-
nu Chamling, delivered 
the keynote address on 
the present scenario of 
the cooperative move-
ment in Sikkim and un-
derlined the achieve-
ments of cooperative so-
cieties here. 

He also informed the 
gathering about the ac-
tivities of SICUN. 

The Sikkim State Co-
operative Union felici-
tated the Zilla Panchayat 
members of West District 
for their contributions 
towards the co-operative 
movement in the state.

CM visits Golden Temple

Amritsar, 08 Nov [iPr]: 
Chief Minister, PS Ta-
mang along with wife, 
Sarda Tamang visited the 
famous Golden Temple 
also known as Sri Har-
mandir Sahib located at 
Amritsar, Punjab, today. 

The Chief Minister of-
fered his prayers for the 
well-being of Sikkim and 
its people.

During the visit, he 
also met Siromoni Gurud-
wara Prabandak Commit-
tee (Gurudwara Manage-
ment Committe) where he 
learnt about historical and 
religious aspects of the 
holy temple.

Later, he also visited 
Langar (mega kitchen) 
where he took holy Pra-
shadam.

North District Waste Management 
Monitoring Committee meets

Mangan, 08 Nov (iPr): 
In compliance of the 
guidelines and imple-
mentation of the Solid 
Liquid Waste Manage-
ment Rules, 2016, the 
District Magistrate, 
North, TT Kaleon called a 
District Level Monitoring 
Committee Meeting in 
his chamber today.

The meeting was at-
tended by Sr SP/ North, 
Sr Scientific Officers, 
SPCB, Gangtok, ADC 
(Dev)RMDD, Mangan and 
Chungthang, ASP, North, 
SDM, Mangan, Kabi, Dz-
ongu and Chungthang, 
BDO, Mangan, Kabi, 
Passingdang and 
Chungthang, DE, PHE, 
Penal Advocate, CMO/
DHM, DE/B&HD, NYK, 
District coordinator/N, 
MEO/MNP, JS/Education 
and DFO(T).

Ministry of Forest 
and Climate Change, Gov-
ernment of India, has no-
tified Solid Liquid Waste 
Management Rules, 
2016. The said rules and 
guidelines are available 
at www.cpcb.nic.in.

Accordingly the state 
government has also 
constituted and noti-
fied the state level and 
district level committee 
headed by former judge 
of High Court of Sikkim, 
Justice AP Subba at State 
level and District Mag-
istrate at District Level. 

Power and responsibility 
of committee as well as 
department and other 
stakeholders have been 
specified in the rules.

During the meeting, 
DC, Mr Kaleon insisted 
that there must be a re-
liable landfill site where 
waste could be dumped 
systematically. Further 
he instructed all the 
GPUs of the district to 
frame by-laws and pre-
pare an action plan ac-
cordingly and submit the 
same to the district level 
monitoring committee 
by 30 Nov.

Further, he insisted 
on waste segregation 
at source and to ensure 
door-to-door collection 
of segregated waste and 
its transportation by the 
RRC vehicle to process-
ing of disposal area.

Mr Kaleon also sug-
gested that there should 
be construction of the 
RRC as per an exigency 
and in this context, he 
asked the BDOs to play 
a pro-active role in their 
respective areas.

He also sought co-
operation from the police 
department for disseminat-
ing and generating aware-
ness on solid liquid waste 
management among gen-
eral public. Similar, NYK 
Mangan was also asked to 
generate awareness on the 
said subject.

North sikkim Academy 
silver jubilee U-14 football 

tourney kicks off
Mangan, 08 Nov (iPr): 
As part of the silver jubilee 
celebration of North Sikkim 
Academy an inter-school 
Under-14 football tourna-
ment was kicked off today 
at Mangan public ground.

Twelve teams from dif-
ferent schools of Mangan 
and Dzongu are partici-
pating in the tournament. 
Deputy Director Sports, 
Janim Lepcha attended the 
opening ceremony as the 
chief guest. 

The program was also 
attended by other officials 
and dignitaries of the dis-
trict, along with teachers 
and students of various 
schools. Pipe band dis-

play by the students of 
North Sikkim Academy 
with drill presentation 
marked the day. 

A colorful cultural pre-
sentation was made by Little 
Flowers JHS as well.

Two matches were 
played in the opening day. 
The first was between 
Ringhim Sec School and 
Little Flowers JHS which 
was won by the former. 
The second match was 
between Mangan Sr Sec 
School and Passingdang 
Sec School in which Man-
gan became the winner.

Final match of the tour-
nament is scheduled on 13 
Nov, 2019.

All India Kanchenjunga 
Sikkim Trek gets underway

Mahakavi Laxmi Prasad Deokota’s 
birth anniv to be celebrated on 12 Nov

Namchi, 08 Nov (iPr): 
The ‘All India Kanchenjunga 
Sikkim Trek-2019’ which 
is a national level trekking 
camp conducted  by Dar-
jeeling and Sikkim Gp Na-
tional Cadets Corps (NCC) 
was flagged off today. 

The trekking camp was 
inaugurated and flagged 
off from Kamrang by 
Group Commander Dar-
jeeling and Sikkim Briga-
dier, Dipak Banerjee.

This Corps is under the 
aegis of West Bengal and 
Sikkim Directorate and 
the venue for this camp 
is at 4th Sikkim Battalion 
National Cadets Corps 
Training Centre, Kamrang, 
South Sikkim. 

A total of 1000 NCC 
Girl Cadets from  various 
directorates of the coun-
try are participating in 
the camp under the able 
supervision of 4th Sik-
kim Bn NCC led by Lt Col-

onel, MS Chauhan. 
It may be mentioned 

here that the trekking camp 
commenced from 06 Nov 
and will conclude on 19 
Nov. The aim of conduct-
ing this camp is to develop 
leadership qualities, incul-
cate the value of adven-
ture/outdoor activities and 
exposure amongst the NCC 
Girl Cadets of rural as well 
as urban areas.

The route for this 
camp will be the nearby 
mountains trails, which will 
start from the base camp 
located at Kamrang to Sam-
druptse, Siddheswar Dham 
and ITI Kitchudumra. Each 
route will be led and guided 
by the concerned NCC offi-
cials and the participants 
will also be introduced to 
local practices such as or-
ganic farming, and will also 
explore the rich cultural, 
heritage and scenic beauty 
of the district.

SuMMIt RePoRt
Gangtok, 08 Nov: 

Gangtok-based Vivid 
Kala Akademi [VKA], 

in collaboration with 
Press Club of Sikkim, is 
celebrating the birth an-
niversary of Mahakavi 
Laxmi Prasad Deokota 
with a series of literary 
events on 12 November 
at Janta Bhawan here. 

A talk on the Mahaka-
vi and a Kavi Sammelan 
are the main highlights 
of the celebration.

Addressing a press 
conference here this af-
ternoon, VKA president, 
Kiran Rasaily, informed 
that the Mahakavi’s birth 
anniversary is usually 
celebrated during Laxmi 
Puja but did not receive 
the required involvement 

of the people since it fell 
during festive period. 

“We have now come 
forward to celebrate his 
Jayanti on his birthday 
- 12 November. This is 
just the start, and we 
will now celebrate his 
Jayanti every year on 
12 November in grand 
manner,” he said.

PCS advisor, Bhim 
Rawat, in turn informed 
that the Kavi Sammelan 
will feature poets from 
Sikkim and the neigh-
bouring hills.

PCS general secre-
tary, Puran Tamang, 
assured to provide all 
possible support for the 
event from the club and 
urged litterateurs and lit-
erary organisations lend 
shoulder to the initiative.
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CoNtriBUtioNs iNViteD for AMBA 
sChool liBrAry UPGrADAtioN

Wandering Souls of Sikkim is excited to announce our plan 
to upgrade the school library of Govt. Secondary School, 

Amba, East Sikkim. This will be fourth such upgradation of 
school libraries by WSOS. 

We have successfully upgraded 3 school libraries so far with 
the support and contributions of our generous patrons and are 
looking forward to receive more such contributions. 

We request all to kindly contribute books either old or new 
or cash for the upgradation of school library at Amba. 

Our Library Initiative is aimed at upgrading School libraries 
specially in rural areas of the state and for laying a foundation 
for better future of our young minds studying in these schools. 

To Contribute Contact WSOS at 7384639193.
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Sikkim’s Pritam Rai in North-East Idol top-5
ArPAN PrADhAN
Gangtok, 07 Nov:

Pritam Rai has made 
Sikkim proud reach-

ing the top-5 spot in the 
North-East Idol contest.

Pritam hails from 
Regu in the East District 
and has been successful 
in reaching the finals of 
the NE Idol. He made it 
through a round of 20 
participants to break into 
the top-5 and now moves 
closer to winning the ti-
tle in this, the first season 
of the competition.

Voting has already 
opened for the final 
round and will remain 
open till 16 Nov, the day 
of the grand finale.

Pritam, who is also 

the winner of state-level 
singing competition like 
the Voice of Lampokhari 
and various other com-
petitions, has expressed 
happiness on reaching 
the top-5 and shared that 

representing Sikkim at 
the competition was a 
matter of pride and hap-
piness for him. 

He added that his was 
all set to give his best 
performance on 16 Nov.

“My father is my idol 
and a greatest inspira-
tion for me and he has 
really supported me pur-
sue music ahead and I 
am very grateful to him 
for his support and guid-

ance,” he adds.
People can vote for 

Pritam Rai by sending 
an SMS - NEIDOL 07 - to 
56263. 

The North-East Idol 
is being organized at 
Arunachal Pradesh. 57 
contestants were select-
ed for the mega audi-
tions held in Guwahati 
out of which 20 were se-
lected for the finals. Out 
of the 20, five were from 
Sikkim. 

This is a Television re-
ality show which is being 
aired on DD Arunachal.

The Northeast 
Idol-2019 is being 
judged by Amit Paul, 
Remanti Rai and Na-
bam James Bijnoo.

Mega exhibition on 550th birth anniv of 
Guru Nanak Dev inaugurated at Nagaon

Guwahati, 08 Nov (PiB): Mega 
Multi Media Exhibition commem-
orating 550th Birth Anniversary 
of Guru Nanak Dev organised by 
the Regional Outreach Bureau, 
Guwahati under the Ministry of 
Information and Broadcasting was 
inaugurated today by the Governor 
of Assam Prof Jagadish Mukhi at 
Police Reserve Field, Nagaon. Prof 
Mukhi in his speech said that Guru 
Nanak is the icon of secularism 
in our country. The most famous 
teaching attributed to Guru Nanak 
is that there is only one God, and 
that all human beings can have di-
rect access to God with no need of 
rituals and priests, he said.

Adding that as long as people 
seek peace and progress, the teach-
ing of Guru Nanak will be always 
relevant, the Governor said that 
we all should be determined to fol-
low his path of religious harmony, 
peace, compassion and happiness. 
He said that the people of Nagaon 
should feel privileged as Govern-
ment of India has chosen this place 
along with another in Punjab in 
the entire country for showcasing 
Multi Media Exhibition on the oc-
casion of 55th birth Anniversary of 
Guru Nanak. Appreciating Region-
al Outreach Bureau for their ini-
tiative to organise such exhibition 
using modern technology on Guru 
Nanak where one can feel like he 
is visiting the real Guruduwara 
and Kartarpur corridor. He urged 
everyone to follow the philosophy 
of peace, love and brotherhood 
shown by Guru Nanak Dev.

The Director General of North 
East Zone, Ministry of Information 
and Broadcasting, LR Vishwanath 

informed that Nagaon is one of the 
select places in the entire country 
and the only one in the Northeast 
for this Mega Multi Media Exhibi-
tion for showcasing the life and Phi-
losophy of Guru Nanak Dev. Nagaon 
has historical significance, where 
teaching of love, peace, equality and 
brotherhood of Shri Guru Nanak 
Dev Ji are rooted in the life and cul-
ture of the people of the region, and 
therefore this is being  organised in 
this place, he added.

President of Gurudwara, De-
vendra Singh, Nagaon in his 
speech expressed his gratitude 
towards Government of India as 
well as Regional Outreach Bureau 
for organising such mega exhibi-
tion as part of the celebration of 
550th Birth Anniversary of Guru 
Nanak Dev at Nagaon.

First Lady of Assam, Prem 
Mukhi, Deputy Commissioner, Ja-
dav Saikia, Ngaon, Superintendant 
of Police, Shankar Brata Raimedi,  
Nagaon, Joint Director, Keerti Ti-
wari, Press Information bureau, 
Guwahati and Deputy Director, Dr 
AM Farooqi, Regional Outreach 
Bureau, Guwahati were present in 

today’s programme.
In the inaugural ceremony the 

Governor also presented certifi-
cates of appreciation to the offi-
cials from Field offices of Ministry 
of Information and Broadcasting 
of North East Zone in recognition 
for their outstanding services.

The five-day event that to 
continue till 12 November will 
showcase various cultural perfor-
mances including dance, drama, 
interactive sessions and discus-
sions. Every day the exhibition will 
showcase cultural programmes 
like folk dances depicting culture 
and tradition of the Sikhs as well 
as that of local flavour including 
Gidda-bhangra, instrumental Bihu, 
patriotic creative dance, Deodhani 
dance Tiwa dance, Bihu dance, 
Karbi dance among others. The 
Multimedia Interactive Exhibition 
will have many state of the art 
display and projections. The top 
attraction will be a Virtual Reali-
ty of Sri Gurdwara Darbar Sahib 
Kartarpur wherein Darshan can be 
had by the people gathered at the 
venue of the Nagaon exhibition of 
this historic Gurudwara.

temi tea Mr sikkim Manhunt finalist ambrose Haokip
Nitesh r PrADhAN 
Gangtok, 08 Nov:

Gangtok resident Ambrose Ha-
okip juggles his studies and 

passion for modeling. The doe 
eyed boy is geared up to make his 
presence felt in Temi Tea Mr Sik-
kim Manhunt with his talent and 
intelligence.
Why Mr Sikkim manhunt?

With the huge impact it made 
last year, I believe that Mr Sikkim 
Manhunt is an amazing platform 
for youngsters like myself to start 
off with and further pursue mod-
eling/fashion industry. Besides 
that, it’s an opportunity for me to 
gain knowledge and experience 
from the whole event that can help 
me understand how the industry 
works, ultimately making me more 
resourceful and confident to win 
the title to represent our state and 
duly fulfill my duties and make my 
family, society proud. 
What qualities make you stand 
out in a crowd?

Besides being blessed with a 
pleasing physical appearance, I do 
believe that my outgoing, charis-
matic and enthusiastic personality 
plays a major role in making me 
stand out in a crowd. Also the fact 
that I’m a modest and a humble 
person really helps me to get on 
the good side of people.
how will you take winning or 
losing the competition?

Well, I auditioned with a mind-
set of winning the title, but if unfor-
tunately I do lose, it’ll be fine because 
it is also about being part of the 

event and experiencing the world of 
glamour and widening my mindset. 
I’m still very young so I know there 
are tons of other opportunities 
that await. But as of now, I’m focus-
ing on giving my best 
and hopefully winning 
the title.

Define yourself.
I’m a teenager full 

of curiosity and enthu-
siasm, which is the rea-
son why I’m here today, 
trying my best to con-
quer my goals that I’ve 
kept to myself for quite 
a while now. I’ve always 
been keen on gaining 
experience while facing 
different challenges to 
be a better version of 
myself every day in ev-
ery way possible keep-
ing in mind that I too 
will make it big one day. 
Also, I’m handsome. 
(winks)
What can unite hu-
manity?

If we humans could 
be less self-centered 
and be more compassionate, open 
minded, I say we all will be living 
in harmony alongside each other. 
Any appeal/message?

To every person who has the 
talent and potential to do or be-
come something great but are held 
back by how the society perceives 
things, this is a new generation 
who can, with hard work and dedi-
cation, turn our dreams into reality 

and we can set an example for those 
in doubt by showing them not only 
the results but also the hard work 
we put in. We’re young, we make 
mistakes, we fail but we’ll keep try-

ing till we ultimately succeed.
So I would sincerely like to re-

quest everyone to keep support-
ing this event that is giving us this 
wonderful opportunity to help 
express ourselves and guiding us 
throughout while pushing us to 
what’s best. Please keep sending 
us your love and prayers and hope-
fully with all your prayers and sup-
port I too can make it to the top.

SMIMS conducts workshop on 
Medical teaching Methodologies

SUMMIT REPORT
Gangtok, 08 Nov:

The Department of 
Physiology under 

Sikkim Manipal Insti-
tute of Medical Sciences 
(SMIMS) in association 
with the International 
Union of Physiological Sci-
ences (IUPS) conducted 
a three-day workshop on 
Medical Teaching Method-
ologies here from 05–07 
Nov, 2019.

A press release in-
forms that the workshop 
was inaugurated by chief 
guest, Vice Chancellor 
SMU, Lt Gen (Dr) MD Ven-
katesh (Retd) on 05 Nov.

Dean SMIMS, Brig Dr 
VK Mehta, Associate Pro-
fessor, Dr Rubi Dey, Or-
ganizing Secretary, along 
with Resource Persons, 
faculty members and stu-
dents were present on 
the occasion.

The workshop was 
conducted by renowned 
international and nation-
al faculties. Vice Presi-
dent, Prof (Dr) Susan M 
Barman of Michigan State 
University, USA, IUPS was 
one of the faculties. 

Prof of AIIMS, Dr 
Debabrata Ghosh, New 
Delhi, Former professor 
of AIIMS, Prof Jayasree 
Sengupta, New Delhi and 
currently the Chairper-
son BGA-IUPS along with 
the resource faculties 
from AIIMS, New Delhi, 
VMMC and Safdarjung 
Hospital, New Delhi and 
Govt. Institute of Medical 
Sciences, Greater Noida 

were present.
With the change of 

MBBS curriculum from 
2019 this workshop was 
of great help for the facul-
ties, the release mentions. 

Three methods of 
teaching – Case Based 
Learning, Problem Based 
Learning and Flipped 
Classroom were taught. 
A student activity was 
also conducted as a part 
of the workshop on 06 
Nov, 2019. 

Twenty-five students 
from various batches of 

SMIMS participated in 
a symposium. Publish-
ing House McGraw-Hill 
Education gifted all the 
participating student 
medical books worth 
more than Rs. 3 lakh on 
the occasion. Dr Susan 
M Barman gave away the 
certificates and books to 
the students.

A panel discussion 
was held on Competency 
Based Medical Education 
by the resource faculties 
and the participants ac-
tively participated in it. 

Mamring 
School 
students set 
up Quiz Club
SuMMIt RePoRt
Gangtok, 08 Nov:

Two students, Sid-
dharth Mishra and Ta-

nuja Adhikari, of Mamring 
Senior Secondary School 
have founded a Quiz Club 
in the school which was 
inaugurated today, a press 
release informs. 

Principal, Prahlad 
Sharma, was present 
as the chief guest while 
co-founder of Wandering 
Souls of Sikkim, Pranay 
Khatiwara was the spe-
cial guest.

The Quiz Club con-
ducted an Intra School 
Quiz Competition during 
the inauguration of the 
club. The club and event 
was conceptualised 
and organised by the 
two students, Tanuja 
and Siddharth, with the 
help of their friends and 
teachers. 

The club has two 
co-founders Siddharth 
Mishra and Tanuja 
Adhikari, three Teach-
ers, Tshering Diki Bhutia, 
Rohit Kumar Chettri and 
Bikash Bhattarai, and 
around 15 students as 
its founding members. 
The Quiz Club awarded 
medals and certificates 
to the winners and 
runners up of the com-
petition. The program, 
hosted by students, was 
addressed by the chief 
guest and special guest 
who appreciated the 
innovative ideas and en-
thusiasm of the students. 

Today’s program was 
sponsored by Senior 
Private Secretary to the 
Government of Sikkim, 
Land Revenue and Disas-
ter Management Depart-
ment, Mamta Rai.

Also present today 
were Panchayat Pres-
ident, Durga Lal Sewa, 
Panchayat member, 
Surya Bahadur Chettri, 
SMC secretary, Pawan 
Sapkota, Teachers, staff, 
students, local youths 
and media persons. 
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Three Years On
Demonetisation was not just about 

notes, it was also about power and its 
exercise

The problem is not that the gamble did not 
pay off. The frightful thing is that such a big 

disruption was undertaken on the basis of such 
weak logic, against all professional advice, de-
spite the fundamentally flawed projections and 
incoherence of intent. Even as note-bandi sucked 
the entire country and all its moderately and less 
privileged into a liquidity drought three years 
ago, it must have inflated the chest of the One 
who schemed and ordered it emboldened by a 
power-trip which is inexcusable in a democra-
cy. The pusillanimity with which the people fell 
in line also dragged the country at least thirty 
years back, ripping off its federal confidence 
and delivering it to the bossy Centre bluster 
of the Seventies. It is after all demonetization 
which convinced the section which continues 
to hold power that the people had sipped the 
kool aid and could be sold any fiction and who 
will subscribe to any justification for the most 
monstrous of acts and ideas.

To quickly go over the demonetization mad-
ness which visited us on the night of 08 Novem-
ber, 2016, one has start right at the beginning, 
with the Pradhan Mantri’s televised address to 
the nation. No country, normal countries and 
during normal times that is, has ever wiped off 
so much of its currency on a whim (let’s accept 
it, that’s what it was because there was obviously 
no science to it) as we did w.e.f. the midnight of 
08 Nov 2016. At the stroke of that midnight hour, 
86.4% of the country’s currency was invalidated. 
For a country which has been battling inflation 
and where nearly the entire population prefers 
to deal in cash for most transactions, when two 
of its highest denomination notes (Rs 500 and Rs 
1000) are made worthless overnight, it is expect-
ed to deliver a staggering and disastrous shock. 
And it did. Some citizens, including one in Gang-
tok, even died of avoidable stress caused by wait-
ing in line for rationed exchange of the worthless 
notes. The unorganized sector has still not recov-
ered, neither has the overall economy, and yet, 
a recent rich-people’s list informs that the uber-
rich of the country have become even richer. How 
could that happen when the economy is stalling? 
May be someday when someone figures out the 
real benefits of the demonetization exercise, we 
will also understand how this incongruity came 
about. Until then, we can continue living in the 
make-believe world of how demonetization was 
an assault on black money. 

One does not expect every gamble to pay off, 
and not every executive decision is guaranteed 
for success, but even someone with no training 
in economics knows that there is no such thing 
as “Black Money”. Money is money. But the pol-
icy makers were probably taking their financial 
and economic lessons from mass-media TV news 
broadcasts which speak only of black money 
when what they actually mean is the black econ-
omy. The black money “cash” that  the demoneti-
zation rhetoric claimed it was going to burn out 
is anyways kept around by the Black Economy 
Tsars to burn as loose change to buy favors or 
indulge the occasional splurges. The real meat 
of the ill-gotten wealth is parked in investments. 
Even the government’s own studies have shown 
in the past that the cash component of the Black 
Economy is a tiny sliver of 4.9%. What is worse, 
even this miniscule cash component made it back 
to the banks and thus technically got laundered. 
Let us not even begin to talk about the need for 
demonetization to curtail fake notes because 
even the government printed paper arrived with 
mistakes, misprints and shortages. 

Three years since that moment, cash is still 
not readily available and even the after-thought 
of a more cashless economy remains a distant 
dream. What does however remain as a very real 
nightmare is that we now have a power struc-
ture which is tripping dangerously on its own 
rhetoric and a legion of bhakts who will swarm 
all sanity out of the  public discourse with their 
paid-by-the-post self righteousness. It is wor-
rying that the arrogance has not still started 
putting off more people and through them 
alienating more allies. Hopefully, as a people 
we have now come to our senses, will hopeful-
ly find our spine and convey clearly that while 
we are open to ideas and even experimentation 
and will support brave and even drastic course 
corrections, we refuse to remain guinea pigs for 
mad scientists.

Why whistleblowers must be kept confidential 
– just look at what happened to me

the end of dangerous working conditions 
starts with informed consumers

PAtriCK NeUMANN & Cory seArCy
theconversation.com

Halloween has just passed and 
your kids are probably still pol-

ishing off this year’s candy haul. As 
recently reported in the Washington 
Post, there’s a good chance that some 
of those chocolate treats were made 
using child labour. Would knowing 
that change your mind about pur-
chasing that product?

What about reports of beatings 
and abuse of Bangladeshi textile 
workers sewing clothes destined for 
our closets? Should companies that 
produce goods responsibly be iden-
tified? How can consumers make the 
right choices?

Work causes more than 2.1 mil-
lion deaths globally every year, 
whether it’s due to the child labour 
used in the production of cacao or 
electronics, or contract food prepa-
ration workers dying on the job in 
Canada. The costs of work-related in-
juries account for about four per cent 
of the total world GDP.

In fact, studies have shown that the 
costs of workplace injuries are on par 
with those of all cancers combined. A 
survey of more than 5,000 workers in 
Québec has found that one in five are 
suffering from work-related musculo-
skeletal pain, particularly shoulder and 
back pain, with women being affected 
in greater numbers than men.

Workplace injuries also erode 
companies’ profits. And this doesn’t 
begin to address the cost of mental 
health issues associated with work. 
Working environments should not 
cause pain and injury in employees 
— it’s bad for business.
CoNsUMers Also to BlAMe

Bad work environments, and 
their associated burnout, injury, pain 
and fatalities, plague workplaces 
around the world. While it’s tempt-

ing to blame companies for egre-
gious working situations, consumers 
should also look in the mirror.

Companies will provide you with 
goods according to your demands. 
If you don’t demand products made 
under good working conditions, then 
the all-too-common status quo — 
dangerous, dirty and demeaning con-
ditions — is what you are supporting 
with your purchases.

Our research has shown that con-
sumers, when asked, would prefer 
goods made in favourable working 
environments. When we interviewed 
millennials, they expressed a willing-
ness to pay 17.5 per cent more on a 
$100 product for goods made under 
healthy conditions than those that 
are not. The main barrier noted in 
this research is access to trustworthy 
information about the working envi-
ronments in production.

When we examined how 100 com-
panies listed on the Toronto Stock 
Exchange are currently reporting on 
their working environments, we find 
almost 900 different indicators re-

ported, with almost no organizations 
using the same indicators in their re-
ports. This makes it virtually impos-
sible for a responsible consumer, or a 
company seeking a responsible sup-
plier, to compare practices and make 
informed choices. A standard for re-
porting is needed.

Recently the Canadian Standards 
Association has begun to lay the 
groundwork needed to create a stan-

dard providing advice and guidance 
to help companies report on their 
working environments in a consis-
tent and comparable manner.

When you consider the complex-
ity of characterizing all of the physi-
cal, mental, environmental and social 
dimensions of a workplace, it’s clear 
that creating a consistent reporting 
approach remains a challenge. Fur-
ther work is needed.
DeMoNiZiNG Not eNoUGh

Demonizing companies with poor 
working conditions and operational 
practices is not enough. We also need 
to support companies with good 
track records and work to foster fa-

vourable environments in our own 
workplaces. For companies trying 
to communicate the quality of their 
workplaces, there is a need for clear 
guidance of what and how to report.

Without good reporting, consum-
ers won’t trust companies, and the 
potential for consumers to become 
socially responsible disappears. 
Furthermore, a reporting standard 
would give companies with stel-
lar workplaces a credible means to 
demonstrate their leadership to cli-
ents and customers.

There is a growing awareness 
that we, as consumers, can influence 
broad issues like climate change just 
by making smarter choices about 
where we spend our money. This is 
equally true for the working condi-
tions of the people who produce our 
food and manufacture our products. 

But we have not yet reached the 
tipping point of public opinion — and 
employees around the world are still 
literally dying for a paycheque.

Work shouldn’t hurt. The food we 
eat and the products we use should 
not be made in pain or contribute to 
human misery. While companies hold 
some blame, so do consumers who 
wilfully avoid dealing with the conse-
quences of their purchasing decisions.

Access to reliable information 
on working conditions needs stan-
dardized reporting, and Canada is 
well-positioned to show leadership 
on this issue.

Without clear reporting, how are 
we to know about the conditions our 
food and goods are made in? Let’s 
make sure the chocolate we buy 
leaves no bitter aftertaste.

[Patrick Neumann is Professor, 
Department of Mechanical and 

Industrial Engineering, Ryerson 
University; Cory Searcy is Professor 
& Interim Vice-Provost and Dean of 

Graduate Studies, Ryerson University]

iAN foxley
theconversation.com

As the impeachment process gathers speed in 
Washington, President Donald Trump has at-

tacked the whistleblower at the heart of allegations 
surrounding his phone call with the Ukrainian 
President Volodymyr Zelenskiy.

In recent weeks, both Trump and Republican 
senator, Rand Paul, have stepped up calls for the 
whistleblower to be identified.

Trump reportedly told the audience at a pri-
vate event in late September that the whistleblow-
ers should be regarded as “almost a spy” for their 
“treasonous” acts of exposing his alleged impropri-
ety. Such language is a classic example of “stigma-
tisation” used by those at fault to deflect attention 
away from themselves and back at their accuser.

If whistleblowing is to succeed, it relies upon 
credibility, which in turn is founded on the validity 
of the evidence and the trustworthiness of the per-
son disclosing it. While organisations or regimes 
might not easily refute documented evidence, they 
can more easily damage or destroy a reputation, 
and with it the credibility of an individual whis-
tleblower. But if the character and evidence of the 
whistleblower are believed then organisations and 
their leaders stand to have their own reputations 
damaged and face potentially enormous commer-
cial, political and economic losses.
DestroyiNG rePUtAtioNs

I have personal experience of this process. In 
2010, I made a confidential disclosure about large-
scale corruption in British government defence 
contracts in Saudi Arabia to the UK Ministry of De-
fence, who exposed me to the defence contractor 
I was employed by, GPT, resulting in my dismissal 
from the company. The UK’s Serious Fraud Office 
requested consent to prosecute from the attorney 
general in July 2018 and Transparency Interna-

tional and Spotlight on Corruption are now asking 
him to justify the delay.

While the immediate loss of my job and source 
of income were devastating, the real damage came 
from the ensuing professional and personal “stig-
matisation” of being someone not to be trusted, a 
loose cannon who cannot be relied on, and who is 
therefore unemployable.

After co-founding the whistleblower support 
organisation, Whistleblowers UK in 2012, I went 
on to research the whistleblower dilemma as an 
element of the human right of freedom of expres-
sion. My PhD research is looking at why people do 
not blow the whistle. Although my investigations 
are still ongoing, it’s already clear that the prima-
ry deterrent to speaking out is fear: fear of losing 
one’s job, income, mental and physical health and 
domestic peace.

It’s this fear that becomes a weapon in the 
hands of the unscrupulous and ruthless. While the 
initial wounds against whistleblowers who are un-
covered are inflicted at work, the deeper damage 
and deterrents are accomplished through person-
al and professional reputational stigma. This phe-
nomenon is reflected across all sectors of society, 
including the NHS, not just the business world.

The issue of disclosing wrongdoing rapidly 
escalates into a war of reputations as a matter of 
survival for both the whistleblower and organisation, 
where stigmatisation becomes a key weapon in a bat-
tle for public credibility. As the sovereign or corporate 
entity uses the full range of its soft and hard resourc-
es to diminish the threat, it often reduces the cred-
ibility of the witness, and therefore their evidence, 
deterring others from following a similar path.

One high-profile example of this was the action 
of Jes Staley, chief executive of Barclays, who in 
2016 made repeated attempts to unveil an anon-
ymous whistleblower at the bank. Staley was fined 
£642,000 by the UK’s Financial Conduct Authority 

and Prudential Regulation Authority for his misde-
meanour. It’s actions like this, or the threat of being 
unveiled, which my research shows can deter oth-
ers from making disclosures because of the fear of 
future recrimination.
oN the AttACK

As a result, stigmatisation of the whistleblower 
often becomes an essential element of the organisa-
tion’s defensive strategy. After all, who wants to be 
known as a “snitch” or a “spy” or even a “traitor”?

Trump has stuck to this playbook. In November, 
he sought to portray the whistleblower as an insig-
nificant informer acting out of grudge rather than 
a sense of duty.

This was purposely styled to induce a cynical 
scepticism in the minds of the public about the true 
motives of the whistleblower, in contrast to the 
allegations they are bringing forward about inap-
propriate behaviour. Trump’s demand for personal 
fealty from former FBI head James Comey back in 
2017, already revealed how the president prioritis-
es personal loyalty over morality from those work-
ing for his administration.

It is this fundamental contest between loyal-
ty to the organisation and honest disclosure of 
wrongdoing to a wider society that lies at the heart 
of the whistleblower dilemma for organisations. 
Confidentiality of the whistleblower’s identity is 
the first line of protection against those in power 
who seek to destroy those who dare speak about 
organisational wrong-doing.

Without such confidentiality, the powerful can-
not be held to account by the vulnerable. And if 
that becomes the norm, we run the risk of descend-
ing into a pit of immorality. As the philosopher Ed-
mund Burke noted: “When bad men combine, the 
good must associate; else they will fall one by one, 
an unpitied sacrifice in a contemptible struggle.”

[the writer is PhD Researcher, 
University of York]



5SummitTIMES | 09 November 2019NeighbourhoodWATCH

contact summit times at
9832556698, 9832369520
news@summittimes.com

advertse@summittimes.com
summittmes16@gmail.com

Domestic tourists to Nagaland 
can now obtain ILP online

JMM demands rs 51,000 from 
those seeking party tickets

Lawyers misbehave with 
judge in UP’s Barabanki

Manjhi threatens to pull out 
of grand alliance in Bihar

Patna, Nov 8 (Pti): Dis-
array in the opposition 
Grand Alliance in Bihar 
once again came to the 
fore on Friday when for-
mer Bihar Chief Minister 
Jitan Ram Manjhi’s fresh 
threat of pulling out of 
the five-party formation 
was pooh-poohed by 
other coalition partners 
as his pressure tactics.

They expressed the 
view that the Hindustani 
Awam Morcha chief was 
merely trying to play 
hardball and would ulti-
mately fall in line.

Manjhi had an-
nounced at the meeting 
of his partys national 
executive meeting here 
Thursday night it will 
go it alone in Jharkhand 
where it has never con-
tested an election so far 
and field its candidates 
in all the 243 assembly 
segments in Bihar when 
Vidhan Sabha polls were 
held next year.

The mercurial lead-
er, however, was yet to 
make up his mind as 
to which seats to con-
test in Jharkhand where 
elections have been an-
nounced and polling 
would commence by the 
end of this month.

His announcement 
of fighting all the Bihar 
seats was in line with his 
repeated threats issued 
in the aftermath of the 
drubbing received by the 
grand alliance in the Lok 
Sabha polls.

HAM had lost all the 
five Lok Sabha seats it 
had contested, includ-

ing Gaya which Manjhi 
himself lost to a relative 
newcomer Vijay Manjhi 
of JD(U).

Speculations are rife 
that after having gravi-
tated to the grand alli-
ance last year, when he 
quit the NDA and ended 
up clinching a legislative 
council berth for his son 
from the quota of the 
RJD the wily leader may 
be eyeing a return to the 
formation headed by the 
BJP which seems on the 
upswing in the state as 
well as the country.

However, Manjhi 
firmly denied any plans 
to return to the NDA 
when asked by reporters 
on Friday.

NDA sources say that 
Manjhi’s entry is likely to 
meet with stiff opposi-
tion from Chief Minister 
Nitish Kumar, who heads 
the JD(U) and against 

whom the HAM presi-
dent had revolted before 
floating his own outfit.

Besides the LJP of 
Ram Vilas Paswan would 
also not like to share his 
political space with an-
other dalit leader.

Meanwhile, RJD na-
tional vice president Ra-
ghuvansh Prasad Singh 
dismissed Manjhi’s lat-
est outburst, saying “he 
is simply engaging in a 
bit of shadow boxing to 
enthuse his partys rank 
and file.

“He may be having 
some demands which are 
not being met. But that 
happens to all parties 
in a coalition. Once the 
process of campaign for 
Bihar assembly elections 
picks up, he is going to 
find no other abode ex-
cept the grand alliance”.

The views were 
echoed by Congress Ra-

jya Sabha member Akh-
ilesh Prasad Singh, who 
hoped that his current 
foul mood notwithstand-
ing, Manjhi will be firmly 
with the grand alliance 
when the poll bugle is 
sounded in Bihar.

Interestingly, former 
Bollywood set designer 
Mukesh Sahni

whose support Man-
jhi has been counting on 
since the recent by-polls, 
ended up at a press con-
ference addressed jointly 
by leaders of the grand 
alliance and Left parties 
as a show of solidarity 
among forces opposed 
to the BJP-led coalition, 
which rules the Centre as 
well as the state.

The press conference 
was organized by RLSP 
chief Upendra Kushwa-
ha on Friday and Manjhi 
took care to ensure no 
leader of his party at-

tended the same.
However, RLSP na-

tional secretary general 
Madhaw Anand told PTI 
“we are not able to un-
derstand the grouse of 
Manjhi, who is a senior 
and respected leader.

“He seems to be im-
patient about things like 
the grand alliance chief 
ministerial candidate 
and the respective share 
of seats for each constit-
uent. We can only urge 
him not to cause more 
damage to the Mahag-
athbandhan by haste,” 
Anand said. Anand was 
hinting at Manjhi having 
fielded his candidate 
from Nathnagar as-
sembly segment where 
by-polls were held last 
month and which the 
RJD lost by a margin 
less than the number 
of votes secured by the 
HAM candidate.

Taking a cue from 
Manjhi, Sahni had also 
fielded his partys candi-
date from Simri Bakhti-
yarpur though it did not 
come in the way of the 
RJD wresting the seat 
from JD(U) by a comfort-
able margin.

Manjhi’s defiant 
stance during elections 
had followed repeated 
attacks on RJD leader Te-
jashwi Yadav on whose 
inexperience he blamed 
the Lok Sabha debacle 
of grand alliance and 
threw his hat in the ring 
for being projected as 
the opposition coalitions 
cm candidate, much to 
the annoyance of Lalu 

NCSM plans to set up Science 
City in Guwahati soon

Note ban derailed economy, 
says Mamata; BJP hits back

Note ban key reason for economic 
slowdown: hariprasad

Kolkata, Nov 8 (Pti): The 
National Council of Sci-
ence Museums (NCSM), 
which is under the Union 
Ministry of Culture, is 
planning to set up a Sci-
ence City in Assam’s Gu-
wahati soon, NCSM Di-
rector General A B Chow-
dhury has said.

Chowdhury, while 
speaking on ‘Traditional 
Indian Craft

Storehouse of Scien-
tific Knowledge’ at the 
fifth India International 
Science Festival here on 
Thursday, said the Sci-
ence City in Kolkata has 
helped build awareness 
among the youth.

He said new shows 

on the universe are reg-
ularly being added to 
the Science City’s list of 
programmes, which are 
“evoking interest among 
the people”.

“We now plan to set 
up a Science City in Gu-
wahati in the near fu-
ture,” Chowdhury said.

He said this will pop-
ularise science among 
the people of the north-
east and help them un-
derstand scientific theo-
ries better.

Former NCSM direc-
tor general and Padma 
Bhushan recipient Dr 
Saroj Ghose said science 
and traditional crafts are 
interdependent. Elabo-

rating on this, he cited 
the examples of the carv-
ing of the ‘Dancing Girl’ 
statue of the Indus Valley 
Civilisation era and the 
intricate gold and silk 
work on Banarasi Sarees.

Ghose also suggest-
ed that the NCSM intro-
duce permanent craft 
sections in science mu-
seums and centres.

Noting that crafts al-
ways act as crowd-pull-
ers, he narrated his ex-
perience of introducing 
such corners in science 
museums around 40 
years ago and during 
NCSM’s ‘Festival of India’ 
tour to various parts of 
the United States.

ranchi, Nov 8 (Pti): The 
Jharkhand Mukti Mor-
cha (JMM) has sought 
Rs 51,000 from those 
seeking party tickets for 
the Jharkhand Assembly 
elections, a party leader 
said on Friday. The money 
would go towards the re-
gional party’s fund to help 
it fight the polls, he said.

The JMM had taken 
similar decisions in pre-
vious elections with the 
amount ranging from 
Rs 5,000 to Rs 21,000, 

JMMs general secre-
tary-cum-spokesman Vi-
nod Kumar Pandey said.

“Those party workers 
who submit avedan (ap-
plication) to contest (the 
assembly elections) should 
deposit Rs 51,000 in the 
party fund to help the party 
contest the elections.

“We are not a cor-
porate party. Our party 
runs with the contribu-
tion of party workers,” 
Pandey said. Asked when 
the first list of candidates 

would be announced by 
the JMM, Pandey said, 
the party would inform 
in due course.

With Jharkhand Vi-
kas Morcha (Prajatantr-
ik) deciding to contest 
the elections on its own, 
the JMM, Congress and 
the RJD are likely to an-
nounce their seat-shar-
ing formula soon.

Assembly polls for 
the 81-member House 
will be held in five phases 
from November 30.

Kohima, Nov 8 (Pti): 
Nagaland Chief Minister 
Neiphiu Rio on Friday 
launched a portal to pro-
vide Inner Line Permit 
(ILP) to domestic tour-
ists online.

The ILP is required by 
non-Nagas to visit Naga-
land. Dimapur is the only 
district in the state which 
is not under the purview 
of the ILP.

The web portal, 
www.ilp.nagaland.gov.
in. will ease the process 
of getting an ILP by any 
domestic tourist from 
anywhere in the country, 
Principal Secretary and 
Commissioner Nagaland, 
Abhijit Sinha said.

To acquire an IPL on-

line, a domestic tourist 
has to visit the portal, 
register it with his or her 
phone number and then 
follow the instructions 
given. The visitor will 
also be able to pay the 
fees for ILP online.

All the enforcement 
agencies of the state gov-
ernment will have access 
to real time information 
of the applicants, the 
number of approvals ob-
tained, the duration of 
visits and the places of 
visit, the official said.

In the coming days, 
the state Home Depart-
ment has plans to extend 
this online module to 
other categories of ILP 
applicants, Sinha said.

Barabanki (UP), Nov 
8 (Pti): Local lawyers 
here allegedly misbe-
haved with a judge and 
pulled him up for mak-
ing his staff work on the 
day when they had given 
a boycott call in connec-
tion with the Tees Hazari 
court incident in Delhi.

According to Judge 
Sandeep Jain, who is the 
presiding officer of the 
UP Motor Accident Claims 
Tribunal, he was working 
in his chamber when a 
group of 40 to 50 lawyers 
barged in and caught and 
held him by collar.

Jain, who has given a 
complaint to the super-
intendent of police for 

filing a case, said he was 
pulled up for making the 
staff work on a day when 
a boycott call had been 
given by lawyers.

The lawyers also al-
legedly misbehaved with 
Jain’s steno, gunner and 
staff members besides 
using foul language.

When the staff tried 
to take their pictures, the 
phone was snatched.

Additional SP Ashok 
Kumar Sharma said a case 
had been lodged. Further 
action would be initiated 
on the basis of investiga-
tion, the ASP said.

The CCTV footage 
would also be checked, 
he added.

Kolkata, Nov 8 (Pti): 
Senior Congress leader 
BK Hariprasad Friday ac-
cused the Narendra Modi 
government of “ruining” 
the country’s economy 
with the “arbitrary and 
disastrous decision” of 
demonetisation.

He said the govern-
ment is living in denial 
about the fact that the 
economy is in “tatters”.

The Congress veteran 
questioned the purpose 
of the note ban as it failed 
to serve all its purposes, 
including ending terror-
ism in Kashmir and un-
earthing black money.

“The country’s econ-
omy is on a downward 
slide and one of the key 
reasons behind it is the 
decision of demonetisa-
tion. It has ruined Indian 
economy,” he said.

The decision had a 
cascading effect on In-
dian economy - from 
destroying rural econo-

my tounemployment, to 
creating a havoc in in-
dustrialisation start ups. 
“Everything has gone for 
a toss,” the Congress MP 
told a protest rally here 
on the third anniversary 
of demonetisation.

The Congress leader 
claimed that not a single 
purpose that was listed 
during demonetisation 
has been served. “From 
unearthing black money 
to fighting corruption, to 
destroying terror infra-
structure in Kashmir - it 
has not served a single 
purpose. Rather both 
corruption and terrorism 
is on the rise,” he said.

“The decision has 
devastated the Indian 
economy, taking many 
lives, wiping out lakhs 
of small businesses and 
leaving millions of Indi-
ans unemployed,” Harip-
rasad said.

Criticising the Centre 
for failing to revive the 

country’s economy, the 
Congress leader saidthe 
“weirdest part” of the 
slowdown is that the 
Centre is in “complete 
denial” about the eco-
nomic slump.

“The union govern-
ment is busy in only 
criticising opposition 
parties and is in a denial 
that there is a econom-
ic slowdown. Untill and 
unless you accept there 
is a problem, how can 
you be honest in solving 
it?” he asked.

Announcing the de-
monetisation on Novem-
ber 8, 2016, Prime Min-
ister Narendra Modi had 
declared that Rs 500 
and Rs 1,000 currency 
notes would cease to be 
a legal tender.

The West Bengal Con-
gress organized a protest 
march from Coal India 
office to RBI office in cen-
tral Kolkata against the 
decision of note ban.

Kolkata, Nov 8 (Pti): 
West Bengal Chief Minis-
ter Mamata Banerjee on 
Friday described demon-
etisation as a “futile ex-
ercise” and said the BJP-
led central government’s 
move to ban high-value 
currency notes on this 
day in 2016 ruined the 
country’s economy.

The saffron party was 
quick to hit back, claiming 
that the global financial cri-
sis had a cascading effect 
on India’s economy and de-
monetisation had no role in 
it. The Trinamool Congress 
supremo, on the third anni-
versary of note ban, assert-
ed that she knew from the 
very beginning that the de-
cision would ruin millions 
of lives.

“Today is the third 
anniversary of #DeMon-
etisationDisaster. Within 
minutes of announce-
ment, I had said that it 
will ruin the economy 
and the lives of millions.

Renowned econo-
mists, common people 
& all experts now agree. 
Figures from RBI have 
also shown it was a futile 
exercise,” the chief minis-
ter tweeted.

“Economic disaster 
started on that day and 
look where it has reached 
now. Banks stressed, 
economy in a complete 

slump. All affected. From 
farmers to the young 
generation to workers 
to traders, housewives... 
everyone is affected,” she 
added. Taking a jibe at 
Banerjee, state BJP gen-
eral secretary Sayantan 
Basu said the chief min-
ister should refrain from 
commenting on matters 
she did not understand.

“It would be better if 
she takes concrete steps 
to revive the economy 
of the state instead of 
trying to score brownie 
points in politics. The eco-
nomic slowdown is due to 
global economic crisis. All 
nations are affected. The 
chief minister should stop 
commenting on matters 
she doesn’t understand,” 
Basu maintained.

Not a single industry 
has come up in Bengal 
during Banerjee’s ten-
ure, the BJP leader said. 
“I would request her to 
look for avenues to im-
prove the economic and 

industrial scenario of the 
state. During her tenure 
we have not seen a sin-
gle industry coming up in 
Bengal,” Basu added.

Banerjee, during her 
campaign for Lok Sabha 
elections, earlier this year, 
had promised to conduct 
a probe into the demon-
etisation drive, if voted to 
power at the Centre. On 
the first anniversary of 
note ban, she had turned 
her Twitter display pic-
ture black in protest.

On several occasions, 
the Trinamool Congress 
supremo alleged that the 
Narendra Modi govern-
ment’s move was a “big 
scam” which benefited 
only a handful of people.

Prime Minister Nar-
endra Modi, in a televised 
address on November 8, 
2016, announced to the na-
tion that Rs 500 and Rs 1,000 
currency notes -- 86 per cent 
of all currency notes in circu-
lation in value -- would cease 
to be legal tender. 
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Manchester United reach last 32 after 
anthony Martial strikes against Partizan

PAUl WilsoN
london, 08 Nov 
[theGuardian]: Ole 
Gunnar Solskjær wants 
to see Manchester United 
playing on the front foot 
and creating chances 
and they qualified for the 
knockout stages of the 
Europa League by doing 
just that.

The second of two 
wins against Partizan 
Belgrade was achieved 
through the composed 
finishing of Mason Green-
wood, Anthony Martial 
and Marcus Rashford, 
though with just a little 
more composure United 
could have doubled the 
margin of victory. As it 
was, they scored two first-
half goals for the first time 
in almost a year, kept the 
crowd entertained with 
some lively attacking foot-
ball and back at the top 
of their group can now 
afford to be more relaxed 
about the games that re-
main against Astana and 
Alkmaar.

“I was very happy 
with the way our three 
strikers played,” Solskjær 
said. “All the goals were 
high class and we could 
have had a few more. 
That is exactly how we 
want to play, even if Par-
tizan gave us a bit more 
space than we are used 
to in the Premier League. 
We wanted to qualify 
as early as possible. We 
didn’t fancy making that 
long journey to Kazakh-

stan worrying that we 
had to get a win.”

United should have 
scored even earlier than 
they did but when an 
Aaron Wan-Bissaka cross 
came through to Rash-
ford at the far post he 
put his shot wide from 
the edge of the six-yard 
area with the whole goal 
at which to aim. When 
Rashford had another 
excellent opportunity a 
couple of minutes later, 
after Juan Mata’s cutback 
set up a shot from close 
range, he found Vladi-
mir Stojkovic alert to the 
danger, the goalkeeper 

leaving his line early to 
smother the effort.

Rashford has just 
reached his half centu-
ry of goals for United at 
the precocious age of 
22, and on another day 
he might have had three 
more inside the first 15 
minutes. His third oppor-
tunity came courtesy of 
another searching cross 
from Wan-Bissaka, one 
that again found him in 
space in the Partizan 
area but demanded a vol-
ley. Rashford lined up his 
target and took his time 
but still ended up blaz-
ing over the bar with the 

most difficult of his three 
chances. Undeterred, 
Rashford could at least 
claim a large share of the 
credit for United’s open-
ing goal midway through 
the first half. It was his 
incisive pass that split 
the defence and found 
Greenwood in an onside 
position, and the teen-
ager neatly tricked what 
remained of the cover to 
open up a shooting angle 
before supplying a confi-
dent finish for his second 
goal in three games.

That was the start Sol-
skjær had been looking 
for and United obliged by 

scoring a quick second, 
the first time they have 
managed more than a 
single goal at home since 
the 4-0 victory against 
Chelsea on the open-
ing day of the season. It 
was a notable individual 
strike by Martial, whose 
penalty had settled the 
away fixture in Belgrade.

Seizing on a 
half-clearance much 
more quickly than the 
ball-watching Strahinja 
Pavlovic, Martial burst 
into the area and grace-
fully held off two more 
defensive challenges be-
fore neatly poking the 

ball beyond Stojkovic at 
the last moment. It was 
a moment of instinctive 
opportunism and Mar-
tial would have been 
rewarded with a second 
goal immediately after-
wards but for chipping 
over the bar when all 
the hard work seemed to 
have been done.

Partizan did not 
change their shape or 
their attitude on going 
behind – they still kept 
plenty of men behind 
the ball though, even 
faced with a packed de-
fence, United kept creat-
ing chances. They could 

have been further ahead 
by the interval but Rash-
ford saw another shot 
saved and Ashley Young 
fired narrowly over af-
ter bursting into the area 
from the left.

Fred opened the sec-
ond half by giving Parti-
zan a chance to get back 
into the game when he 
rejected a number of 
passing options in favour 
of giving the ball away to 
Umar Sadiq in the middle 
of the United half, though 
what could have been 
a huge embarrassment 
was calmly defused by 
Harry Maguire.

United responded 
by going further in front 
through another fine 
goal, Young expertly lay-
ing off Mata’s diagonal 
cross for Rashford to 
score with a rising first-
time shot.

Rashford was with-
drawn not too long after 
that, along with the influ-
ential midfield duo of Scott 
McTominay and Fred, as 
Solskjær looked to con-
serve energy and resources 
for the league game against 
Brighton on Sunday.

For the same rea-
son the team who take 
the field in Kazakhstan 
later this month are 
likely to be extremely 
fresh-faced and inexpe-
rienced, though on this 
evidence United can 
rely on their youngsters 
to acquit themselves 
well in Astana.

Djokovic and Nadal vie for year-
end supremacy at ATP Finals

london, Nov 8 (AfP): Novak Djokov-
ic can end his season with a flourish by 
equalling Roger Federer’s record haul 
of six titles at the ATP Finals and pip-
ping Rafael Nadal to the year-end num-
ber one spot.

Germany’s Alexander Zverev shocked 
Djokovic in last year’s final at London’s 
O2 Arena but the Serbian will start as the 
firm favourite after cantering to victory at 
last week’s Paris Masters.

Djokovic and Nadal have shared the 
spoils at this year’s four Grand Slams, 
refusing to yield to the next generation.

Nadal, who has never won the ATP 
Finals, dethroned his old rival from the 
top of the rankings this week and will 
be hoping to seal the year-end spot de-
spite injury doubts ahead of the tourna-
ment, which starts on Sunday.

Federer, Nadal and Djokovic were 
the top three seeds when they first 
competed together at the tournament 
way back in 2007.

Twelve years later little has changed 
at the top of men’s tennis, although they 
will be wary of the challenge from Rus-
sia’s Daniil Medvedev, who has won two 
Masters titles since August and pushed 
Nadal to five sets in the US Open final.

Austria’s Dominic Thiem, Stefanos 
Tsitsipas of Greece, Germany’s Zverev 
and Italian Matteo Berrettini make up 
the rest of the field of eight players.

Nadal is bidding to clinch the year-
end number one spot in the ATP rank-
ings for a fifth time -- he is currently 640 
points ahead of Djokovic -- but comes 
into the tournament under a cloud.

The Spaniard said this week that 
he had had a scan in Mallorca after 
straining an abdominal muscle and 
would work on adapting his serve but 
he remained bullish about featuring 
at the ATP Finals after missing out 
last year with an injury.

- NADAl iNJUry -
“The idea is to be able to play the 

#atpfinals in London,” tweeted Na-
dal, who has often been blighted by 
late-season injuries.

Nadal’s opponents in the Andre 
Agassi group are Medvedev, Tsitsipas 
and Zverev while Djokovic will be up 
against Federer, Thiem and Berrettini 
in the Bjorn Borg group.

Djokovic won four titles in a row 
from 2012 to 2015 but has been beat-
en in the final in two of the past three 
years.

Speaking after his Paris Masters 
win about his chances of claiming a re-
cord-equalling sixth year-end number 
one finish, Djokovic said: “There’s al-
ways a chance that I win all my matches 
in London, that I play well.

“I have done it in the past, and I like 
playing there. But it’s (an) extremely 
difficult task, considering who my op-
ponents are going to be. You’re playing 
a top-10 player every single match.”

The Serbian will face Federer for the 
49th time in a keenly anticipated group 
game that will be repeat of the Wimble-
don final, which Djokovic won in five sets.

Federer, who has not won the ATP 
Finals since 2011, pulled out of the Par-
is Masters to “pace” himself after win-
ning a 10th title in Basel last month.

Aside from the old guard, Medve-
dev, 23, has climbed to number four in 
the world rankings and has become the 
poster boy for the new generation of 
players, ahead of Tsitsipas and Zverev, 
whom he beat in the recent Shanghai 
Masters final.

The season-ending event in Lon-
don, featuring the year’s best eight 
players, is contested in a round-robin 
format with the best four players and 
doubles teams reaching the knockout 
semi-finals stage.

Former 
Mohun Bagan 
secretary 
Anjan Mitra 
dies
Kolkata, Nov 8 (Pti): 
Iconic football club Mo-
hun Bagan’s former sec-
retary Anjan Mitra, who 
served in the position for 
more than two decades, 
died here on Friday due 
to a heart ailment.

Mitra was 72 and is 
survived by wife Sujata 
and daughter Sohini Mi-
tra Chaubey. He was one 
of the longest serving 
administrators of Mohun 
Bagan, among the most 
successful clubs in the 
history of Indian football.

According to hospital 
sources, Mitra died early 
on Friday due to several 
complications that first 
started when he under-
went a bypass surgery 
in 2014.

“He breathed his last 
at 3.10am,” a hospital of-
ficial said.

As a mark of respect, 
Mohun Bagan called off 
their practice here.

His mortal remains 
will be taken to the club 
in the afternoon before 
being cremated at the 
Keoratala burning ghat.

A reputed chartered 
accountant by profes-
sion, Mitra took control 
of the Mariners by be-
coming the general sec-
retary in May 1995.

He held the post till 
October 2018 when he 
stepped aside following a 
bitter row with the group 
led by current secretary 
Swapan Sadhan Bose.

In-form Dortmund look to pile 
misery on embattled Bayern

Satwik-Chirag enter semifinals of China Open
fuzhou (China), Nov 
8 (Pti): The men’s dou-
bles pair of Satwiksairaj 
Rankireddy and Chirag 
Shetty kept alive India’s 
challenge at the China 
Open by progressing to 
the semifinals of the BWF 
World Tour Super 750 
event here on Friday.

The unseeded Indian 
duo stunned local favou-
rites Li Jun Hui and Liu 
Yu Chen 21-19 21-15 in 
a 43-minute quarterfinal 
clash. Satwik and Chirag 

will take on top seeds 
and world no.1 Marcus 
Fernaldi Gideon and Kev-
in Sanjaya Sukamuljo of 
Indonesia in the semi-
finals on Saturday. The 
world no. 9 Indians had 
lost to the same pair in 
the final of the French 
Open last month.

The first game of Fri-
day’s quarterfinal went 
down to the wire before 
Satwik and Chirag upped 
their game to get past the 
third seed Chinese pair. 

The second game followed 
in a similar pattern as both 
the pairs matched each 
other stroke for stroke to 
be tied at 15-15.

But this was when 
Satwik and Chirag changed 
gears and capitalised on a 
few unforced errors from 
their opponents to pocket 
six straight points and seal 
the tie and a place in the 
last-four round.

This was Satwik and 
Chirag’s third meeting 
this year with the world 

no. 3 Chinese duo. The 
Indians had got the bet-
ter of the Chinese pair in 
Thailand Open in April 
before losing in the sec-
ond round of the Austra-
lian Open in June.

Satwik and Chirag, 
who had won their 
maiden Super 500 title 
at the Thailand Open in 
August before reaching 
the French Open final 
last month, are the lone 
Indians left in the tour-
nament.

Berlin, Nov 8 (AfP): Borussia Dort-
mund coach Lucien Favre says his 
side have “nothing to lose” as they 
look to inflict more woe on cri-
sis-hit Bundesliga champions Bay-
ern Munich at the Allianz Arena on 
Saturday. Niko Kovac was sacked 
last Sunday as Bayern coach after 
a 5-1 drubbing at Eintracht Frank-
furt, with Hansi Flick taking over 
as interim boss for two games.

The former Germany assistant 
coach oversaw a 2-0 midweek win 
over Olympiakos which sealed a 
Champions League last-16 place 
with two matches to spare.

But Bayern sit fourth in the 
Bundesliga, one point behind sec-
ond-placed Dortmund and four 
adrift of leaders Borussia Mo-
enchengladbach.

Dortmund beat Bayern 2-0 at 
Signal Iduna Park in the German 
Super Cup in August, but Dort-
mund have unfinished business 
in Munich after suffering a 5-0 
thrashing in April before their ri-
vals went on to pip them to the 
title by two points. “In the last 
five years, it has been hard to win 
there,” said Favre. “But, we have 
nothing to lose. We respect Bayern 
-- we don’t fear them.”

Bayern have lost two of their 
last four league games and la-
boured against Olympiakos until 
Robert Lewandowski continued 
his incredible run of having scored 
in every Bundesliga and Cham-

pions League match this season, 
before Ivan Perisic netted late on. 
Their 18 points from the opening 
ten matches is Bayern’s lowest tally 
since the 2010/2011 season -- when 
Dortmund finished as champions.

Favre’s men mounted a stun-
ning fightback from two goals 
down to beat Inter Milan 3-2 on 
Tuesday in the Champions League 
and claim a third straight win.

Bayern have won six and lost 
four of the last 10 meetings against 
Dortmund, whose sporting director 
Michael Zorc says he wants them to 
“play like blokes” after being repeat-
edly muscled off the ball in April.
- BAyerN’s DistrACtioNs -

Bayern have off-field distrac-
tions in their hunt for a new head 
coach, having turned down former 
Arsenal manager Arsene Wenger.

But Zorc warned Dortmund 
against expecting the Bavarian 
giants to be off their game. “We 
shouldn’t think that anything will be 
given away or that we’ll have it easy,” 
he said. Flick said: “We’re playing at 
home and it’s a chance to lay down 
a new marker.” Thomas Mueller sees 
the showdown as the “most import-
ant game of the year”.

A second consecutive defeat 
would leave Bayern seven points 
adrift if Gladbach beat Werder Bre-
men on Sunday. With Niklas Suele 
and Lucas Hernandez injured and 
Jerome Boateng suspended, Flick 
could field a makeshift back four 

of Javi Martinez, normally a mid-
fielder, and regular left-back David 
Alaba at the heart of the defence, 
with winger Alphonso Davies and 
Benjamin Pavard as full-backs.

Dortmund hope England wing-
er Jadon Sancho, who suffered a 
thigh injury against Inter, and cap-
tain Marco Reus, who has an ankle 
knock, will be fit.
oNe to WAtCh: MArCUs thUrAM

With five goals and three as-
sists in six league games, French 
forward Marcus Thuram has 
helped Moenchengladbach to the 
top of the Bundesliga. Gladbach host 
Werder Bremen on Sunday with 
Thuram looking to score for a fifth 
straight match after netting an inju-
ry-tme winner in the Europa League 
against Roma on Thursday.

The 22-year-old Thuram, 
whose father Lilian helped France 
win the 1998 World Cup, is a big 
fan of Japanese Manga comics.

“(If I could be a hero from the 
comics), then I could take on a dif-
ferent form during a game, but I 
don’t have the right spell,” he joked.
Key stAts

10 - The number of goals Reus 
has scored against Bayern in his 
career. 11 - If Lewandowski hits 
the net Saturday, the Bayern strik-
er will have scored in each of the 
first 11 games this season, extend-
ing his own Bundesliga record.

75,000 - The sell-out crowd ex-
pected at the Allianz Arena.

Tomljanovic 
to face 
Mladenovic 
first in Fed 
Cup final
Perth, Nov 8 (AfP): Cap-
tain Alicia Molik Friday 
gambled with Ajla Toml-
janovic instead of Saman-
tha Stosur to play singles 
for Australia in the Fed 
Cup final against France, 
with the debutant open-
ing the tie against Kristi-
na Mladenovic.

World number one 
Ashleigh Barty plays the 
second singles rubber 
on Saturday on the hard-
courts of Perth Arena 
against Caroline Garcia.

Those four players 
will also be part of the 
reverse singles on Sun-
day before a potentially 
decisive doubles clash, 
where Stosur will part-
ner Barty against Garcia 
and Mladenovic. It was 
a bold move by Molik as 
Australia bid for a first 
Fed Cup title in 45 years, 
with Stosur a veteran of 
16 years of Fed Cup ac-
tion, but struggling in 
singles in recent times.

In contrast, Toml-
janovic has had a good 
year and spent most of it 
inside the world’s top 50.

The seven-time 
champions have not tast-
ed success in the tourna-
ment since 1974, while 
France are aiming for 
a third crown and first 
since 2003.

The finale marks the 
last Fed Cup final played 
under the current for-
mat, with an overhaul 
next year seeing 12 na-
tions compete in a six-
day event in Budapest.

Barty comes into the 
decider in red hot form, 
winning the WTA Final in 
China last weekend and 
she has made clear her 
season will only be com-
plete if she can steer her 
country to Fed Cup glory. 
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China calls Hong Kong protesters 

‘mobsters’ after stabbing

France reopens contested Jewish tomb in east Jerusalem

iran 5.9 magnitude earthquake 
kills at least 5, injures 120

hong Kong student’s death 
triggers fresh outrage

A Hong Kong student 
who sustained head 

injuries when he fell 
during clashes with police 
died on Friday, triggering 
a fresh wave of outrage 
from the pro-democracy 
movement and fears of 
more violent unrest.

Although the precise 
chain of events lead-
ing to 22-year-old Alex 
Chow’s fall are unclear 
and disputed, his death 
is the first student fatal-
ity during five months of 
demonstrations.

Protesters, who al-
lege police tactics con-
tributed to Chow dying, 
responded to his death 
with calls for Friday 
night vigils across the 
city as well as further ral-
lies over the weekend.

“Today we mourn the 
loss of a freedom fight-
er in Hong Kong,” Josh-
ua Wong, a prominent 
pro-democracy cam-

paigner, said on Twitter.
“We will not leave 

anyone behind - what 
we start together, we fin-
ish together. Given the 
losses suffered by Hong 
Kong society in the past 
month, the government 
must pay the price.”

Online forums used 
by the largely anony-
mous and leaderless 
protest movement also 
quickly filled up with the 
calls for vigils to mourn 
Chow’s death.

Chow was taken to 
hospital early on Mon-
day morning following 
clashes between police 
and protesters in the 
middle-class district of 
Tseung Kwan O.

He was certified dead 
by the hospital on Friday 
morning after failing to 
emerge from a coma.

He had been found 
lying unconscious in a 
pool of blood inside a 

multi-storey car park 
that police had fired tear 
gas towards.

Protesters had been 
hurling objects from the 
building, in the type 
of confrontation that 
has become routine in 
late-night rallies over 
recent months.

Police acknowledged 
that tear gas had been 
used to disperse pro-
testers near the car park 
where Chow fell on Sun-
day night.

But they denied any 
wrongdoing, saying their 
use of tear gas was justi-
fied and rejecting other 
allegations of hindering 
Chow’s rescue.

“The police did not 
hinder any fire services 
officers, ambulance 
responders or ambu-
lance at all from taking 
the injured to leave the 
scene,” a police spokes-
woman said this week. 

In a short statement, the 
Hong Kong government 
expressed “great sorrow 
and regret” on Friday 
over Chow’s death.

It did not comment on 
the specific circumstanc-
es that led to him dying, 
other than to say police 
were investigating.

- ‘Eliminate disorder’
In Beijing, foreign 

affairs ministry Geng 
Shuang declined to 
comment directly when 
asked about Chow’s 
death. “This isn’t a dip-
lomatic question so I 
suggest you ask the rele-
vant government depart-
ment. I will just say this: 
stopping the violence, 
eliminating disorder, and 
restoring order is Hong 
Kong’s most urgent task,” 
Geng told reporters.

Chow was a student 
at Hong Kong University 
of Science and Technol-
ogy. The college held its 

graduation ceremony 
Friday morning, and uni-
versity head Wei Shyy 
paused the proceedings 
to announce Chow’s 
death. After the ceremo-
ny was cut short, hun-
dreds of students gath-
ered to mourn Chow’s 
passing and condemn 
what they described as 
police brutality.

“Hindering rescuers 
is attempted murder!” 
Student chanted as they 
marched in the campus.

Millions of peo-
ple have taken to Hong 
Kong’s streets since June 
in the greatest challenge 
to China’s rule of the city 
since its handover from 
the British in 1997.

China governs Hong 
Kong under a special 
“one country, two sys-
tems” framework that 
is meant to give the 
city more freedoms 
and liberties than on 
the mainland.

But public anger has 
been building for years 
over a belief that Beijing 
is eroding those free-
doms, especially since 
President Xi Jinping 
came to power.

The protests were 
triggered by a govern-
ment effort to introduce 
a law allowing extradi-
tions of criminal suspects 
to mainland China.

Hong Kong’s govern-
ment belatedly withdrew 
the plans but not before 
the protest movement 
escalated into wider calls 
for democracy.

Protesters are de-
manding fully free elec-
tions to choose the city’s 
leader, as well as an in-
vestigation into alleged 
abuses by police.

Beijing, Nov 8 (AfP): 
China has slammed rad-
ical protesters in Hong 
Kong as “mobsters” using 
violence to influence 
upcoming local elec-
tions, after a pro-Bei-
jing lawmaker was in-
jured in a stabbing.

The international fi-
nance hub has been shak-
en by five months of 
huge and increasingly 
violent protests calling 
for greater democrat-
ic freedoms and police 
accountability.

With Beijing and 
Hong Kong’s unpopular 
leader Carrie Lam re-
fusing to offer a political 
solution to the protest-
ers’ grievances, violence 
has spiralled on both 
sides of the ideological 

divide. In the latest in-
cident, a man holding 
a bouquet approached 
pro-Beijing lawmaker 
Junius Ho on Wednesday 
morning as the politician 
was campaigning in his 
constituency near the 
border with China.

The attack was “not 
only a serious criminal act 
but also pure election vio-
lence,” Xu Luying, spokes-
woman for the Hong Kong 
and Macau Affairs Office 
of China’s central govern-
ment, said Thursday, ac-
cording to the official Xin-
hua news agency.

Xu said radical pro-
testers in Hong Kong “in-
tend to create a ‘chilling 
effect’ by threatening and 
intimidating their candi-
dates and their support-

ers”, in order to “affect 
the election results of the 
district councils and real-
ise their purpose of seiz-
ing political power”.

Xu also called for 
“strong punishment” 
against violence in Hong 
Kong and for a “fair, just, 
safe and orderly envi-
ronment” for the district 
elections, set to be held 
on November 24. In Oc-
tober, democracy activist 
Joshua Wong was barred 
from contesting a seat in 
the upcoming polls.

An election officer 
had ruled that the con-
cept of self-determi-
nation advocated by 
Wong’s party, Demo-
sisto, contradicted the 
Basic Law, Hong Kong’s 
mini-constitution.

Jerusalem, Nov 8 (AP): 
France has reopened a 
contested Jewish tomb in 
east Jerusalem after sev-
eral aborted attempts.

The French Consul-
ate General reopened 
the Tomb of the Kings 
one of Jerusalem’s most 
magnificent ancient 
tombs to the public last 
month, for the first time 

in over a decade.
Tensions between 

French authorities and 
Israeli nationalists and 
ultra-Orthodox Jews 
who seek open wor-
ship at the first century 
BC tomb and challenge 
France’s ownership 
continue to make day 
to day operations prob-
lematic at the site.

Since its closure in 
2009, ultra-Orthodox 
Jews and religious na-
tionalists have staged 
sometimes violent pro-
tests outside the tomb’s 
gates, calling for it to be 
opened.

On top of that, Israe-
li religious groups have 
sought to strip France’s 
ownership in court.

tehran, Nov 8 (AP): An emergency 
official says a magnitude 5.9 earth-
quake in northwestern Iran has 
killed at least five people and in-
jured 120 others.

Pirhossein Koulivand told state 
TV about the deaths and injuries ear-
ly Friday morning.

The quake hit at 2:20 a.m. Friday 
in Iran’s East Azerbaijan province. It 
says the temblor occurred at a depth 

of 2 kilometers (1.2 miles).
The US Geological Survey puts the 

quake’s magnitude at 5.8 at a depth of 
10 kilometers (6.2 miles).

Shallow earthquakes tend to 
cause more damage.

Iran is located on major seismic 
faults and experiences one earthquake 
a day on average. In 2003, a magnitude 
6.6 earthquake flattened the historic 
city of Bam, killing 26,000 people.

Trump will 
not impose 
tariffs on 
EU cars: 
Juncker
Munich (Germany), 
Nov 8 (AfP): The out-
going president of the 
European Commission 
Jean-Claude Juncker said 
Friday he believes the US 
will not impose new tar-
iffs on imported Europe-
an cars in the coming days. 
President Donald Trump’s 
administration has been 
threatening since last 
year to impose tariffs on 
auto imports to defend 
the US automaking sec-
tor, a symbol of Ameri-
can manufacturing.

After postponing 
such measures in May, 
Trump is due to de-
cide by mid-November 
whether to impose the 
supplemental tariffs on 
cars built in EU coun-
tries -- a step particularly 
feared by the big German 
automakers. But in an in-
terview with a German 
newspaper, Juncker said 
he was “fully informed” 
on the issue and that 
Trump “will not do it”.

“Trump will criticise 
a little, but there will not 
be tariffs on cars,” he told 
the Suddeutsche Zeitung 
published Friday.

If adopted, it would 
mark the latest escala-
tion of the trade conflict 
between Brussels and 
Washington, coming only 
weeks after the US im-
posed new punitive taxes 
on European products 
worth USD 7.5 billion. 

‘Uncharted territory’ as bushfires 
rage across australia’s east

Australian firefighters 
warned they were 

in “uncharted territory” 
as they struggled to con-
tain more than a dozen 
out-of-control bushfires 
across the east of the 
country on Friday.

Around a hundred 
blazes pockmarked the 
New South Wales and 
Queensland countryside, 
around 17 of them re-
mained dangerous and 
uncontained late Friday.

“We have never seen 
this many fires concur-
rently at emergency 
warning level,” New 
South Wales Rural Fire 
Service Commissioner 
Shane Fitzsimmons told 
public broadcaster ABC. 
“We are in uncharted 
territory.”

Bushfires are com-
mon in Australia and 
firefighters had already 
been tackling sporadic 
blazes for months in the 
lead up to the southern 
hemisphere summer.

But this is a dramatic 
start to what scientists 
predict will be a tough 
fire season ahead -- with 
climate change and unfa-
vourable weather cycles 
helping created a tinder-
box of strong winds, low 
humidity and high tem-
peratures.

So far there have 
been no reports of fa-
talities, although there 
were reports of build-
ings set alight and people 
trapped in their homes.

The fact the blaz-

es were spread along a 
roughly 1,000-kilometre 
(620-mile) stretch of the 
seaboard left emergen-
cy services struggling to 
cope, even with the help 
of around 70 aircraft.

“Today has been a 
difficult and dangerous 
day. Unfortunately, many 
people have called for 
help but due to the size 
and speed of the fires we 
couldn’t get to everyone, 
even by road or helicop-
ter,” New South Wales 
firefighters said.

Authorities in the 
state said fires had 
breached containment 
lines and forced the clo-
sure of the Pacific High-
way linking Sydney and 
Brisbane in two places, 
although one area has 
since reopened.

On Queensland’s 
Sunshine Coast, police 
ordered the total evac-
uation of Tewantin, a 
suburb of 4,565 peo-
ple, before scaling back 
the order.

In some areas, resi-

dents were stuck and told 
to simply “seek shelter as 
it is too late to leave”.

Local radio stopped 
normal programming 
and provided instruc-
tions about how to try to 
survive fires if trapped at 
home or in a vehicle.

- ‘Volatile and dangerous’ -
Across the central 

coast, residents took 
to social media to post 
photos and videos of 
smoke-laden tangerine 
skies and flames engulf-
ing storeys-tall euca-
lypts within sight of their 
homes.

Authorities said some 
of the fires were creating 
their own weather con-
ditions -- pyrocumulus 
clouds that enveloped 
entire towns.

Meanwhile, high 
winds flung embers and 
burnt debris far ahead of 
the fires’ front lines, de-
positing the dangerous 
detritus on the balconies 
and front yards of unsus-
pecting residents.

Firefighters moved 

from spot to spot try-
ing to put out small 
fires caused by the fall-
ing debris.

Strong winds and 
high temperatures are 
expected to ease into 
weekend offering the 
chance of some respite. 
But a prolonged drought 
and low humidity levels 
will continue to make cir-
cumstances combustible.

“It’s a very dynamic, 
volatile and dangerous 
set of circumstances,” 
said Fitzsimmons.

Earlier this month 
some of the same fires 
cloaked Sydney in haz-
ardous smoke for days, 
giving the city a higher 
concentration of parti-
cles per million than cit-
ies like Bangkok, Jakarta 
or Hong Kong.

That prompted health 
authorities to warn Syd-
neysiders with respira-
tory problems to avoid 
outdoor physical activity.

Swathes of Austra-
lia have gone months 
without adequate rain-
fall, forcing farmers to 
truck in water at ex-
orbitant cost, sell off 
livestock or leave their 
land to lay fallow.

On Wednesday, Aus-
tralia’s government an-
nounced a package of 
low-cost loans worth 
around one billion Aus-
tralian dollars (US$690 
million), designed to help 
drought-stricken farm-
ers struggling with the 
latest “big dry”.
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PUPPY LOVE! Hilary Duff, Maria Menounos, Olivia Munn and Whitney Cummings posed 
with some furry friends at the Love Leo Rescue 2nd Annual Cocktails for a Cause, held at 
Rolling Greens in Los Angeles.
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EtCETERA

dear readers,
if you are having 
trouBle getting 
your copy of the 
summit times in your 
neighBourhood, 
please message or 
Whatsapp us your 
name and address at 
9832556698 and We 
Will ensure that the 
neWspaper reaches you.
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Aries: Aries, your body is a sacred vessel 
that enshrines your soul. When your body is 
functioning at its optimum capacity, you are 
able to fulfil your sacred purpose with ease. 
Today brings with itself the reminder to nur-
ture yourself, especially if you have been 
taking your health and routine for granted. 
There’s no need to stick to the tried-and-test-
ed. Play around with your fitness regimen 
(with inputs from an expert, of course). 
Tip: Have fun with your fitness routine.
TAurus: Let your leadership skills come 
to the fore, Taurus. Your aptitude and talent 
are backed by experience. You no longer 
jump into things that look good. Instead, you 
do your homework and move forward with 
precision and clarity. This makes success an 
eventuality and not a probability. 
Tip: Be the guiding light.
Gemini: Here’s a life-changing philos-
ophy, Gemini: it’s called zero bullshit. Be 
accountable for your time, space and energy. 
Do away with the ties that refuse to respect 
your boundaries. Remember, you can only 
make a positive shift when you start being 

honest with yourself. Remember, exiting 
gracefully is never an easy task, especially 
when there are emotions involved. For the 
sake of self-preservation, choose your head 
over your heart.
Tip: You are transitioning to a better place.
CAnCer: The anxiety that you are expe-
riencing with respect to your career is an 
indication to slow down and turn inwards. 
There are a lot of things you are capable of, 
and you have proved that time and again. So 
why are you letting self-doubt get the better 
of you now? A good way to get past the funk 
is to list out the things you consider as your 
gifts, from your instinct and your creativity 
to your communication skills. How’s that for 
a boost of self-confidence, Cancer?
Tip: Take pride in all that you are and all that 
you will be.
Leo: You can’t expect everybody to see 
eye to eye at all times. Each of us is unique 
and brings different things to the table. Instead 
of letting this be a cause of dispute, let it be-
come the glue that brings your crew together.
Tip: Teamwork is your power word.

VirGo: Today calls for some shadow 
work, Virgo. What are the things you are 
struggling to accept about yourself? What 
are all the ways in which you are doubting 
your own abilities? Reflect upon the patterns 
you would like to clear from your subcon-
scious and put them down on paper. A sim-
ple ritual to clear the old energy and help you 
start afresh: offer your letter to the flames as 
visualise yourself rising from the ashes.
Tip: Make way for change.
LibrA: The pain never truly leaves us un-
til we acknowledge it. Allow yourself to feel 
what’s coming up in its entirety. Make space 
for healing to take place. Word for wise: de-
nial is no way to live. Libra, keep in mind 
that karma is the great balancer. If you feel 
like somebody has wronged you in any way, 
know that they will be taken care of. Contin-
ue to act conscientiously and from a space 
of awareness.
Tip: Allow yourself to feel your emotions 
completely.
sCorpio: Uncertainty is likely to be a 
constant at this point, Scorpio. When things 

are beyond our control it’s best to surren-
der. Surrender to the divine plan. Surrender 
to the mysterious forces above. Could it be 
that the Universe knows something you do 
not? In times of distress, it’s easy to compare 
your journey with that of others.
Tip: Trust the divine plan.
sAGiTTArius: Disillusionment is show-
ing up strongly, Sagittarius. Given that things 
have not transpired the way you would have 
liked them to, it’s easy to get caught up in 
a trap of negative emotions. Keep in mind 
that happiness is a choice, one that you make 
every single day. Give yourself the time and 
space you need to heal as you would the oth-
er person. 
Tip: Focus on self-healing.
CApriCorn: Capricorn, you are blessed 
in so many ways. Things may or may not 
be progressing at jetspeed right now. What 
matters is that you know you are on the right 
track, and that you will get to the desired 
destination in due course of time. As for the 
things that are stuck, give them the time and 
space they need to develop. Let trust and 

surrender become your magic words.
Tip: The journey is as beautiful as the des-
tination.
AquArius: You are your only compe-
tition. Stop comparing your journey to that 
of others. Just because you’re taking a little 
longer to get there, does not mean you won’t 
eventually. For now, look into the rearview 
mirror, examine your past patterns, and re-
align where you need to. The road ahead 
is a long one. Refuel your reserves so you 
can make it to the finish line with grace and 
poise. Remember, not everybody is going to 
be at your level. 
Tip: Use your words wisely.
pisCes: Here’s to a weekend that’s full of 
surprises, and I mean that in the best possi-
ble way. Things are likely to turn around for 
the better as far as your career is concerned. 
For some, a well-deserved promotion may be 
on the cards. Others may find themselves com-
pleting a big project. Either way, rewards and 
recognition are on the cards. Trust that you are 
laying the ground for future successes.
Tip: Your career is getting a boost.

the BIG
PIC

50 years of Bachchan: Actor for all 
seasons and many generations

By rADhiKA shArMA AND 
KoMAl PANChAMAtiA
Mumbai, Nov 8 (Pti): Fifty years ago, 
on November 7, 1969, a gangly, too tall 
actor appeared on the big screen in the 
under-appreciated “Saat Hindustani”. 
It was cinema history in the making 
but nobody really knew it until many 
years later. Half a century later, Khwaja 
Ahmed Abbas’ film is watched and cri-
tiqued again and again as the debut of 
Amitabh Bachchan, arguably Indian cin-
ema’s biggest star and perhaps 
its most talented actor.

As he completed his gold-
en jubilee in Hindi cinema on 
Thursday, it was time to unspool 
a body of work -- astonishing in 
its range -- that closely mirrors 
the many twists and turns in In-
dia’s passage of time.

Beginning from the socialist 
“Saath Hindustani” and going up 
to “Badla” this year, the indefat-
igable 77-year-old has refused 
to hang up his boots, making us 
laugh and cry, dance and intro-
spect with his almost 200 films, 
some slice of life, some goofy, 
some memorable and some 
plain forgettable.

If a book on the history of Hindi cin-
ema is written, Bachchan will have a 
chapter all his own as the rare showbiz 
persona who continues to be relevant 
with his work even now and has grown 
to become an important voice in India’s 
civil society with his social media posts, 
his ad campaigns and charities.

According to biographer-film histo-
rian Yasser Usman, Bachchan’s quality 
to adapt and learn and make everything 
believable has been a driving factor in 
the long-standing career of the actor.

Some of his roles, in Manmohan 
Desai and Prakash Mehra films for in-
stance, were “too filmy” but he made 
them credible and believable, he said.

“He never shied away from negative 
roles or character roles. The grace he in-
jects into each of his roles is commend-

able. And yes, he is the most punctual 
star ever,” Usman told PTI. “Zanjeer” was 
his breakout performance, giving birth 
to the angry young man Vijay who we 
saw in various avatars through the de-
cades. He was also the intense Dr Bhas-
kar Banerjee of “Anand”, the fun Antho-
ny of “Amar, Akbar, Anthony”, the brood-
ing lover Shekhar of “Mili” and the rich, 
misunderstood alcoholic of “Sharaabi”.

“Zanjeer” was the beginning of the 
‘angry young man’ persona that became 

Bachchan’s screen identity and a life-
long adjective, reflecting the angst of the 
urban Indian youth tackling unemploy-
ment, corruption and crime.

Middle-of-the-road films with Hr-
ishikesh Mukherjee like “Abhimaan”, 
“Mili”, and “Namak Haram” gave him the 
opportunity to tap into a reality of being 
a human --insecure, depressed and enti-
tled, respectively. Films such as “Chupke 
Chupke”, “Namak Halal”, “Amar Akbar 
Anthony” and “Satte Pe Satta” show-
cased his comic timing.

Bachchan suffered a near-fatal acci-
dent on the sets of “Coolie” on August 2 
in 1982. The actor suffers health com-
plications from it even today and calls 
his recovery a “second birth”. In 1990, 
Bachchan played the iconic role of gang-
ster Vijay Deenanath Chauhan in Mukul 

S Anand’s “Agneepath”. The film was not 
a success but earned the actor his first 
National Film Award.

Still trying to play the hero, he soon 
stagnated with a series of forgettable 
movies. Remember “Lal Badshah” and 
“Aaj ka Arjun”.

He attempted to get into filmmaking 
with his production company Amitabh 
Bachchan Corporation Limited (ABCL) 
. Bachchan ended up suffering huge fi-
nancial losses and went through a ca-

reer slowdown.
Then the screen man grew up -- lit-

erally -- graduating to father roles with 
the salt and pepper beard and hair.

In 2000, he famously reached out to 
frequent collaborator Yash Chopra and 
“asked” for work during bankruptcy. 
“Mohabbatein” was a turnaround in a 
sense, helping him in the kind of roles 
that he continues in till today.

He also morphed into a star of the 
small screen with game show “Kaun 
Banega Crorepati” in early 2000. The 
show is going strong along with Bach-
chan, who is currently hosting its 11th 
season.

The veteran star earned three more 
Best Actor National Film Awards in the 
last two decades in starkly different 
roles in “Black”, “Paa” and “Piku”. 

John Boyega 
to star in 
Netflix’s 

‘Rebel Ridge’
los Angeles, Nov 8 (Pti): 
Actor John Boyega is set to 
star in Netflix thriller “Rebel 
Ridge” from “Green Room” 
director Jeremy Saulnier.

The film is touted to be a 
“high-velocity thriller that ex-
plores systemic American in-
justices through bone-break-
ing action sequences, sus-
pense and dark humour”.

Filmscience and Bonne-
ville Pictures will co-produce 
the project, reported Variety.

Saulnier, Anish Savjani, 
Neil Kopp, Vincent Savino are the 
producers with Macon Blair at-
tached as executive producer.

Boyega will next be seen 
reprising his role as Finn in 
the final chapter of Disney 
and Lucasfilm’s Skywalker 
saga, “Star Wars: The Rise of 
Skywalker”, due to release 
in December.

kim kardashian apparently removed fake nipples 
from her met gala dress Because of kanye

Apparently, Kanye didn’t want Kim to wear 
her Met Gala look, which included fake 

nipples, as she shared in an interview with 
“The Real.”

On Tuesday, the Keeping Up with 
the Kardashians star admitted that Ye 
did not approve of her Met Gala dress, 
and that the two had an argument 
about it the night before the event.

“Well the dress initially, since I was 
wet coming out of the water, there 
were nipples attached to it,” she said. 
“I think with editing, I don’t know, I’m 
not sure if we actually put that part 
into that fight [on Keeping Up with the 
Kardashians]. He was really certain 
that he didn’t want that on the dress 
and had mentioned it multiple times.”

Despite being annoyed by his 
stance, she eventually agreed to re-
move the fake nipples from the dress.

She ultimately made the decision 
with her children in mind. “I obviously 
want to be appropriate for my children 
and there’s enough for them to see al-
ready,” she said. “I could tone it down a 
little bit. I totally compromise.”

Now mind you, Kanye has been the 
fashion mastermind behind Kim’s aes-
thetic for years, but back in May, the 
rapper had expressed disapproval of 
Kim’s corset Thiery Muggler dress on 
an episode of Keeping Up with the Kar-
dashians. He admitted that he used to 
want Kim to dress like “all these girls,” 
but now as “someone who is married and [a] 
father,” he realizes that her dressing is “affect-
ing [his] soul and [his] spirit.”

In that same episode, she also called him 
out, saying, “You built me up to be this sexy 
person and confidence and all this, and just 
because you’re on a journey and transforma-

tion doesn’t mean I’m in the same spot with 
you.” PERIOD.

“I actually agree with it, but I’m always 

going to be me,” she told “The Real” hosts. 
“We were having this conversation of just, 
what is too much? And I am a mother of 
four and I am going to be 40 next year. 
When is it time to stop?”

IMO, dress how you want to dress and live 
life on your own terms!

Zoe saldana, reese Witherspoon 
team up for netflix limited series
los Angeles, Nov 8 (Pti): Zoe Saldana is set to 
star in Netflix limited series “From Scratch” with 
Reese Witherspoon attached as producer.

Saldana will also executive produce along with 
Witherspoon and her producing partner Lauren 
Neustadter, reported Variety.The series is an adap-
tation of Tembi Locke’s memoir “From Scratch”.
It is described as an “autobiographical romance that follows 
an American woman as she falls in love with a Sicilian man 
while studying abroad in Italy then builds a life with him in 
the United States. When she unexpectedly loses him to ill-
ness, she is challenged to pull herself through   
   grief so  she can   
  raise their daughter as 

they would have raised 
her together: with hope, 

joy and infinite love.”
The memoir was pub-

lished in April by and was 
selected as Witherspoon’s 
Book Club x Hello Sun-

shine May 2019 book pick.
Tembi’s sister 

Attica Locke will serve as 
showrunner and executive 

 producer on the series. She 
 has previously been a part of the writing team 

for Ava DuVernay’s Netflix series “When They See Us”.
“This is a profound true story of love and family, 

deprivation and nourishment, that needs to be brought 
to life on the screen as Tembi Locke brought it vivid-
ly to life for me on the page. We are grateful to Netflix 
and thrilled to be working with Reese, Lauren, Attica 
and 3 Arts on this wonderful project,” said Saldana.

Calling Tembi’s memoir a “raw and tender exhibition of 
life in all its pieces,” Witherspoon said the team feels hon-
oured to bring her life on-screen. “She brings you into her 
love, her loss and her resilience with such vulnerability and 
strength. We immediately fell for Attica and Tembi’s vision 
and feel honoured to have the opportunity to help bring it 
to life on-screen. We could not imagine more perfect part-
ners for this than Zoe and her sisters and 3 Arts Entertain-
ment, along with the incredible team at Netflix,” she said.


