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With one more death, 
Sikkim’s Covid-
toll reaches 109

Moderna says vaccine 100% effective 
in severe cases, seeks clearance

SPYF to take demand for improved health services to the streetsDr Yogesh Verma is new Medical 
Superintendent at CRH

CM lays foundation stone of 
Vrindavan Dham at Dodak

RUDRA KAUSHIK
Gyalshing, 30 Nov: 

Chief Minister PS Ta-
mang [Golay] on Mon-

day laid the foundation 
stone of Vrindavan Dham 
project at Dodak in West 
Sikkim today. The project 
is being developed as an 
eco-tourism pilgrimage 
complex with the aim to 
promote religious tour-
ism in the district. 

The Dham is being 
developed by the Tour-
ism Department on a 
10.78 acre expanse, land 
for which has already 
been acquired. 

Speaking at the event, 
the Chief Minister highlight-
ed the foundation stone lay-
ing ceremony was a historic 
moment for the people of 
West Sikkim and pointed 
out that although the proj-
ect was promised during 
the previous SDF Govern-
ment, it never pursued it in 
earnest.

He went on to allege 
the SDF government 

had made it a habit of 
announcing ambitious 
projects for the people 
of West Sikkim but never 
fulfilling them. 

He shared that he had 
promised himself that he 
would see through the 
Vrindavan Dham con-
struction project if SKM 
ever formed the govern-

ment, adding that Vrinda-
van Dham was his dream 
project and a long-pend-
ing aspiration of the peo-
ple of West Sikkim. 

He stressed that there 
should be no compromis-
es in the quality of the 
construction work and 
work completed within 
the stipulated time. 

"Unlike what used to 
happen under the former 
state government, con-
struction of public cen-
tric projects should not 
get delayed,” he said.

The CM also spoke about 
the various developmental 
programmes and policies of 
the KM government. 

Rohit Raj Maharaj, 

Advisor to the Chief 
Minister, who is also the 
chairperson of the Vrin-
davan Dham Samiti, in 
his brief address, reflect-
ed on various aspects of 
the project construction. 

He added that it was 
a proud moment for the 
people of West Sikkim 
that the project was fi-

nally being initiated. 
He thanked the peo-

ple involved in Vrindavan 
Dham construction proj-
ect for their dedication 
and commitment.

Additional Chief Sec-
retary, Tourism, K Jaya 
Kumar, placed the de-
tailed project report of 
the project.

SUMMIT REPORT
Gangtok, 30 Nov: 

Dr Yogesh Verma, who 
retired as Medical Su-

perintendent, STNM Hos-
pital, some years back, has 
been appointed the Med-
ical Superintendent of 
Central Referral Hospital. 

He has also served as 
Principal Chief Consul-
tant, Department of Pa-
thology, STNM Hospital 
and since 2014, has been 
attached to Sikkim Mani-
pal Institute of Medical 
Sciences (SMIMS) under 
Sikkim Manipal Univer-
sity (SMU) as a Professor, 
Department of Pathology.

An avid researcher 
with WHO and ICMR grants 

and numerous publications 
under his name, Dr Ver-
ma is actively involved in 
providing patient care and 
health services to the peo-
ple of the State.

Dr Verma has done 
his MBBS from Medical 
College, Calcutta, and MD 
in Pathology from AIIMS, 
New Delhi. 

SAGAR CHHETRI
Gangtok, 30 Nov: 

Sikkim Progressive 
Youth Forum today 

announced that it will 
now launch a movement 
on the streets taking 
out demonstrations and 
rallies and also leverag-
ing cultural, literary and 
creative options to press 
their two-point demand 
that hospitals in Sikkim 
meet IPHS guidelines to 
provide medicines and oth-
er medical services free of 
cost to patients here. 

The SPYF decision 
announcing a change of 
course came when the 
30 November deadline 
served by it to the State 
Government to deliver on 

these demands passed 
unfulfilled.

Addressing a press 
conference here this af-
ternoon, SPYF member, 
Shankar Sharma, high-
lighted that the organi-
zation has been raising 
the demand for improve-
ments in the health sec-
tor in the State since 

2018 with only the best 
interests of the lay peo-
ple in mind. 

“Those who support-
ed our movement in the 
past are now in govern-
ment so they can bring 
change. We have seen 
some changes brought 
by the present govern-
ment in the health sector 

but more still needs to 
be done as the general 
people continue to face 
problems to receive the 
best health facilities and 
services,” he said. 

He added that the or-
ganization did not have any 
personal or political agenda 
behind the demands 

turn to pg 02

SUMMIT REPORT
Gangtok, 30 Nov: 

Sikkim recorded one 
more COVID-19 

death with the passing 
away of a 73-year-old 
lady from Lingtam, East 
District, on Monday. 
With this, the COVID-
toll in Sikkim has now 
reached 109.

In the daily health 
bulletin on Monday, 
Health Department 
State IEC Officer, Sonam 
Gyaltsen Bhutia, in-
formed that the patient 
was found positive for 
COVID-19 in RT-PCR 
screening and admitted 
to STNM Hospital on 27 
November. 

She passed away at 
around 5:45 AM this 
early morning. The pa-
tient had no co-morbid-
ities and her passing 
away is being recorded 
as a COVID-death.

In the meantime, 26 
more patients were dis-
charged from isolation 
on Sunday to improve 
the figure of discharged 
COVID-19 patients in 
Sikkim to 4,544. 

Likewise, four fresh 
cases of novel coronavi-

rus were reported in the 
last 24 hours taking Sik-
kim’s tally of confirmed 
cases to 4,989 on Monday. 

The number of ac-
tive cases of novel coro-
navirus has come down 
to 248, of whom four 
are currently in the ICU 
at the COVID-dedicated 
STNM Hospital.

The four positive 
cases were picked up in 
rapid antigen testing of 
29 samples. No RT-PCR 
tests were conducted in 
the VRD Lab since it is 
closed on Sundays. 

Of the four new cas-
es in the State, three 
were reported from 
East District and one 
from West Sikkim.

While providing 
details of the new cas-
es, Mr Bhutia informed 
that one person from 
above Durga Mandir in 
Rumtek, one from the 
housing government 
quarters in Deorali and 
one from Forest Colony 
in Baluwakhani in East 
District and one per-
son from Lower Laso in 
Tashiding in West Dis-
trict tested positive for 
COVID-19 in RAT.

Washington, 30 Nov [Re-
uters]: Moderna Inc will 
apply for US and Europe-
an emergency authoriza-
tion for its COVID-19 vac-
cine on Monday after full 
results from a late-stage 
study showed it was 
94.1% effective with no 
serious safety concerns, 
the company said. Mod-
erna also reported that 
the vaccine's efficacy rate 
was consistent across 
age, race, ethnicity and 
gender demographics as 
well as having a 100% 
success rate in prevent-
ing severe cases of a dis-
ease that has killed near-
ly 1.5 million people.

The filing sets Mod-
erna's product up to be 
the second vaccine likely 
to receive US emergency 
use authorization this 
year following a shot de-
veloped by Pfizer and Bi-
oNTech which had a 95% 
efficacy rate in trials. "We 
believe that we have a 
vaccine that is very high-
ly efficacious. We now 
have the data to prove it," 
Moderna Chief Medical 
Officer Tal Zaks said.

"We expect to be 
playing a major part in 
turning around this pan-
demic."

Of the 196 volun-
teers who contracted 
COVID-19 in the trial 
with more than 30,000 
people, 185 received a 
placebo while 11 got the 
vaccine.

Moderna reported 30 
severe cases -- all in the 
placebo group -- which 
means the vaccine was 
100% effective in pre-
venting severe cases.

"As the numbers of 
cases reported grows, 

confidence grows that 
this amazing protec-
tion will be maintained 
in a product that can 
be rolled out to protect 
the public," said Alexan-
der Edwards, associate 
professor in biomedical 
technology at Britain's 
University of Reading.

In addition to filing 
its US application, Mod-
erna said it would seek 
conditional approval 
from the European Med-
icines Agency, which has 
already begun a rolling 
review of its data, and 
would continue to talk 
with other regulators.

Pfizer has already 
applied for emergency 
use authorization in the 
United States and Eu-
rope, putting it about a 
week ahead of Moderna.

Moderna said it was 
on track to have about 20 
million doses of its vac-
cine ready to ship in the 
United States by the end 
of 2020, enough to inoc-
ulate 10 million people.

Both of the vaccines 
use a new technology 
called synthetic messen-
ger RNA (mRNA) whereas 
others, such as Britain's 
AstraZeneca, are using 
more traditional methods 
to develop their vaccines.

AstraZeneca has an-
nounced an average effi-
cacy rate of 70% for its 
shot and as much as 90% 
for a subgroup of trial 
participants who got a 
half dose, followed by a 
full dose.

But some scientists 
have expressed doubts 
about the robustness of 
the 90% efficacy figure 
for the smaller group.

turn to pg 02
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LAND FOR SALE 
A land measuring an area for  50x32 1/2  at Road-
side just below housing colony is for sale. It is 
just a  one minute walking distance from Namchi 
bazaar taxi stand. Interested party may contact 
9593373387 and 9434406761

LAND FOR SALE 
An area measuring 1 acre at Sadam South Sikkim 
near Loretto Convent School at Gupti road. Price 
negotiable any one interested can contact:

78640-04501,62970-03235, 98320-48410

~ SummitTIMES ~
CLASSIFIEDS
LAND FOR SALE

Two plots available – 30X40 sq ft and 50X30 sq ft
Junkeri Dara, Samlik Marchak

Price negotiable 
Contact : 6296366498, 

9641878315, 9593262407

FOR RENT 
Two and half storeyed (1st to 3rd floor) com-
plex is available for rent in the heart of Ranipool 
Baazar (Opposite UCO Bank). The building area 
is 35’x60’ appx. in each floor and is fit for offic-
es, shopping complexes, guest houses, banks etc. 
Contact: 8509755220, 8348007688.

GENERAL LAND FOR SALE
 

General land sale at Lower Sichey, suitable for 
construction, good locality, near the road,Total 
size:90x55ft, (30x55ft each plot ). geniune person 
may contact@9734122366.

Building for sale 
A two storey building constructed on plot area 
50×40 ft. Situated at Upper Phong near Phong SS 
, South Sikkim is on sale. Cost Rs 60 Lakhs (Ne-
gotiable ). Interested may contact : 8145829309, 
7864937800, 9749897695.

State-level review meeting of 
FPOs held at KVK Namthang

it was raising and stressed that SPYF was fully com-
mitted to press for fulfillment of IPHS guidelines in 
all the hospitals of Sikkim including district hospi-
tals, PHCs, PHSCs, CHCs and free medicines and other 
medical services free of cost to the general public.

He informed that the organization has submitted 
a two-point demand to the State government with the 
ultimatum of 30 November. 

“Since our demands were not fulfilled by 30 No-
vember, now the organization will not follow pursue 
its demands through memorandums any more but we 
will take our movement to the streets,” he said. 

He added that the organization will hold demon-
strations near health centers through cultural, literary 
and creative activities to create awareness among the 
people until the demands are met.

Likewise, another SPYF member, Rupen Karki, 
mentioned that the situation of health services in the 
State amid the COVID-19 pandemic made people real-
ize the value of SPYF demands raised in the past. 

He added that people were still facing difficulties 
with diagnostic facilities and have to wait inordinately 
long in receiving their reports and that even though 
there were more than 50 pharma companies in Sik-
kim, government hospitals still lacked medicines and 
other medical supplies. 

He stressed that the state has facilities but lacks 
manpower. 

SPYF to take...

Moderna's latest efficacy result is 
slightly lower than an interim analysis 
released on Nov 16 of 94.5% effective-
ness, a difference that Mr Zaks said was 
not statistically significant.

"At this level of effectiveness, when 
you just do the math of what it means 
for the pandemic that's raging around 
us, it's just overwhelming," said Zaks, 
who said he cried when he saw the final 
results over the weekend.

Both the Moderna and Pfizer vac-
cines proved more effective than an-
ticipated and were far superior to the 
50% benchmark set by the US Food and 
Drug Administration (FDA).

The past few weeks of positive vac-
cine results have ignited hopes for an 
end to a pandemic that has battered 
economies and comes as new infections 
and COVID-19 hospitalizations are at 
record levels across the United States.

Independent advisers to the FDA 

are scheduled to meet on December 
17 to review Moderna's trial data and 
make a recommendation to the FDA.

They will meet on December 10 to 
review Pfizer's data. Shortly after gain-
ing emergency use authorization, Mod-
erna expects the vaccine to be shipped 
to distribution points throughout the 
United States by the government's Op-
eration Warp Speed program and McK-
esson Corp, a drug distributor contract-
ed by the US government.

Its distribution is expected to be 
easier than Pfizer's because while it 
needs to be stored in a freezer, it does 
not require the ultra-cold temperature 
needed by Pfizer's vaccine.

Moderna said the 196 COVID-19 
cases in its trial included 33 adults over 
65 years old and 42 volunteers from ra-
cially diverse groups, including 29 Lati-
nos, 6 Blacks, 4 Asian Americans and 3 
multiracial participants. There was one 

death related to COVID-19 in the place-
bo group.

Azra Ghani, chair in infectious dis-
ease epidemiology at Imperial College 
London, said Monday's details from 
Moderna confirmed the vaccine was 
highly efficient, including against se-
vere cases. "Whilst this does not ex-
clude some risk of severe disease 
after vaccination given the rela-
tively small number of severe cas-
es, these results suggest very high 
efficacy," she said.

Zaks said the vaccine has been de-
veloped during a period of "political 
acrimony" and having a highly effec-
tive vaccine may go a long way toward 
erasing some of that distrust. "This is as 
black and white as an effect on a popu-
lation will be. Your chances of actually 
being sick if you've been vaccinated are 
decreased 20-fold," he said.

Moderna reported no new side ef-

fects since its interim analysis. Based 
on that analysis, the most common 
side effects were fatigue, injection site 
redness and pain, headache and body 
aches, which rose after the second dose 
and were short-lived.

Zaks said the vaccine caused signif-
icant flu-like symptoms in some par-
ticipants, which, he said, "goes hand-
in-hand with having such a potent vac-
cine." But it has not caused any signifi-
cant safety concerns so far.

Moderna plans to start a new trial 
to test the vaccine in adolescents before 
the end of the year, followed by anoth-
er in even younger volunteers early in 
2021.

It hopes to have the vaccine avail-
able for adolescents by September, Zaks 
said.

Other vaccine makers have said 
they are studying their vaccines in 
young people as well.

Moderna says vaccine...

SUMMIT REPORT
Gangtok, 30 Nov:

A state-level review 
meeting of NAB-

ARD-sponsored FPOs was 
organized by NABARD, 
Regional Office, Gangtok 
at KVK South Sikkim at 
Namthang today. 

General Manager & 
OIC, NABARD, Dr Diwa-
kar Hegde, chaired the 
meeting as chief guest 
along with DGM-NAB-
ARD, G Ramesh Kumar; 
DDM-NABARD, Rupen 
Lamichanney and the 
Sr Scientist and Head, 

Indra Prasad Shivako-
ti and all the scientific 
staff of KVK South Sik-
kim, a press release in-
forms. 

All the presidents and 
CEOs of six FPOs also 
participated in the re-
view meet.

Dambudara youth 
organize awareness 
prog on POCSO Act

SUMMIT REPORT
Rangpo, 30 Nov:

Dambudara Youth of 
Namchi organized an 

awareness programme 
on Protection of Children 
from Sexual Offences 
[POCSO] Act 2012, sub-
stance abuse, moral val-
ues and HIV/ AIDS today. 

The programme had 
State Commission for 
Protection of Child Rights 

(SCPCR) Chairperson, 
Roma Tamang as chief 
guest and Deepak Rai of 
SIRD as resource person 
while Outreach Worker, 
District child protection 
office, Tek Maya Sharma 
spoke on child abuse and 
POCSO Act 2012. 

Kishore Baniya, coor-
dinator, Red Ribbon Club, 
spoke on moral values and 
health scenario in Sikkim. 

Fake FB account case 
accused released on bail

SUMMIT REPORT
GANGTOK, 30 Nov: 

Four persons arrest-
ed by the police for 

sharing offensive posts 
through fake Facebook 
accounts have been re-
leased on bail. They were 
arrested on charges of 
spreading enmity be-
tween two communities 
using fake Facebook ac-
counts under the name 
“Simran Gurung”.

This was informed 
by their lawyers, Nawin 
Kiran Pradhan, Bina Rai 
and Sabyasachi Chatter-
jee in a press conference 
here this afternoon.

Mr Pradhan said, “We 
are not in favor of fake 
IDs, offensive posts and 
character assassination 
and such practice should 
be stopped immediately. 
Fake posts were made 
equally by both sides and 

there are so many cases 
but the police worked ac-
tively for only one side.” 

He informed that four 
persons were arrested 
in this case and all have 
now been released on 
bail. The case is still 
under investigation 
and no one is guilty 
until the court pro-
nounces its judgment, 
he added. 

He further said that 

the case should not be 
politicised and the po-
lice should work ac-
cording to law. 

Mr Chatterjee stat-
ed that the police have 
maligned their client by 
holding a press confer-
ence after their arrest 
and attempted to sen-
sationalize the matter 
and make it political. He 
accused the police of en-
gineering a media trial, 

further adding that the 
police is never quick to 
hold press conferences 
in other cases but chose 
to do so in this particu-
lar case. 

It is informed that 
they have also filed a writ 
petition in the High Court 
against the police for not 
following previous court 
rulings in similar cases. 
The case has been admit-
ted by the court. 

80 families from Budang 
Kamerey join SKM  

SUMMIT REPORT
Gangtok, 30 Nov:

Sikkim Krantikari Mor-
cha [SKM] conducted 

a joining programme cum 
coordination meeting at 
Block Level Party office 
for Budang Kamerey GPU 
under Rhenock constit-
uency today, a press re-

lease informs.
The programme was 

attended by Area MLA 
cum Chairperson (STCS), 
Bishnu Kumar Khati-
wara, as chief guest.

In the meantime, Pan-
chayat President, Pan-
chayat members along 
with 80 families left SDF 

and joined SKM from 
Budang Kamerey GPU 
under Rhenock constit-
uency.

They were welcomed 
by Area MLA cum senior 
vice president, Bishnu 
Kumar Khatiwara and 
chairpersons by offering 
khadas in SKM.

Mega Health Camp 
held at Bermiok Senior 

Secondary School

Gyalshing, 30 Nov [IPR]: 
A daylong Mega Health 
Camp was organised at 
Government Senior Sec-
ondary School, Bermiok, 
under Gyalshing Ber-
miok constituency, today. 

More than 500 pa-
tients received free medi-
cal checkup from medical 
specialists including Car-
diologist, Gynecologist, 
Ophthalmologist, Ortho-
paedic, Pediatrician, Sur-
geon, Medicine and ENT 
Specialists, Anaesthesiol-
ogist and Dentists. 

They were also pro-
vided prescribed medi-
cines free of cost.

While addressing the 
gathering in the after-
noon, Minister Lok Nath 
Sharma, who is also the 
area MLA, extended grat-
itude towards the health 
professionals for con-
ducting medical check-
ups. 

He also applauded 
Gyalshing Bermiok Yuva 
Samaj and Indian Medi-
cal Association’s Sikkim 
chapter for taking up 
the initiative to organise 
a multi-specialty health 
camp and provide free 
medical check up to all 
patients and partici-
pants.

Further, he com-
mended Bermiok Senior 
Secondary School for 
making the necessary 

arrangements to en-
sure that medical check-
ups could be provided 
in compartmentalized 
rooms in appropriate 
manner.

He also shared his vi-
sion to make the Bermiok 
Govt. Senior Secondary 
School one of the mod-
el schools and informed 
that the required infra-
structure for the Science 
Block will be established, 
funds for which to the 
tune of Rs 20 lakh has al-
ready been sanctioned by 
Niti Ayog. 

He added that addi-
tional infrastructure in 
the form of a Basketball 
Ground and Pavilion will 
also be developed. 

The programme was 
also attended by Advi-
sor Animal Husbandry 
and Veterinary Services, 
Durga Prasad Prad-
han, Principal Govern-
ment Senior Second-
ary School, Bermiok, 
Pradeep Gurung and 
staff and teachers 
from feeder schools 
and others.

Earlier, in the morn-
ing, Minister Sharma also 
extended a warm wel-
come to the specialists 
and medical team mem-
bers and also inspected 
newly upgraded infra-
structures along with the 
dignitaries.

Nagaland gears up for 58th 
statehood day celebrations

Delhi caps RT-
PCR test at 
₹ 800, down 
from ₹ 2,400
New Delhi, 30 Nov 
[NDTV]: Delhi Chief 
Minister Arvind Kejriwal 
has slashed the price of 
RT-PCR tests - the gold 
standard for detecting 
COVID-19 - by two-thirds 
to ₹ 800 in the city.

Though these tests 
are being conducted free 
of cost in Delhi's govern-
ment hospitals, they can 
cost up to ₹ 2,400 in pri-
vate laboratories.

"I have directed that 
the rates of RT-PCR tests 
be reduced in Delhi. 
Whereas tests are being 
conducted free of cost in 
government establish-
ments, this (price cut) 
will help those who get 
their tests done in pri-
vate labs," Mr Kejriwal 
tweeted.

Many states, including 
Maharashtra, Rajasthan 
and Tamil Nadu, capped 
the cost of RT-PCR tests 
after India's top medical 
research body ICMR said 
in May it would no longer 
regulate the price, and 
that this would now have 
to be done by each state 
individually.

The cost of an RT-PCR 
test has come under the 
scrutiny of the Supreme 
Court, which is hearing 
a plea seeking directions 
to cap the cost at ₹ 400 
across the country.

The plea claims that 
different rates are be-
ing charged across the 
country whereas the 
cost of the test actual-
ly works at just ₹ 200. 
It said the cost of RT-
PCR test was fixed be-
tween ₹ 900 to ₹ 2,800 
by various state gov-
ernments and Union 
Territories. 

Kohima, Nov 30 (PTI): 
Nagaland is all set to cel-
ebrate its 58th statehood 
day on Tuesday and mark 
the beginning of its popu-
lar Hornbill Festival with 
strict adherence to the 
COVID-19 safety norms, 
officials said.

The statehood day 
celebrations will be a 
low-key affair, while the 
inauguration of the 10-
day festival will be held 
virtually for the first 
time, amid the surge in 
coronavirus cases, they 
said.

"The main pro-
gramme of the statehood 
day celebrations will be 
held with limited invitees 
at the Secretariat Pla-
za where Chief Minister 
Neiphiu Rio will be pres-
ent," the officials said.

Raj Bhavan will also 
remember the sacri-

fice and struggle of the 
founding fathers who 
conceptualised the idea 
of Naga nationalism and 
sovereignty, they said.

On December 1, 1963, 
Dr S Radhakrishnan, then 
President of India, de-
clared Nagaland as the 
16th State of the Indian 
Union.

However, the Eastern 
Naga Students' Federa-
tion (ENSF) has called for 
a boycott of the statehood 
day events, demanding 
reservation of six tribes 
and reforms in the Na-
galand Service Selection 
Board among others.

Deputy Chief Min-
ister Y Patton said that 
the state government 
has already requested 
the apex body of stu-
dents from Eastern Na-
galand to withdraw its 
boycott call. 
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SMU signs MoU with Institute of 

Company Secretaries of India
SUMMIT REPORT
GANGTOK, 18 NOV:

Sikkim Manipal 
University signed 

a Memorandum of 
Understanding with the 
Institute of Company 
Secretaries of India 
(ICSI), New Delhi, to 
pursue the ‘Academic 
Connect’ theme here 
at SMU secretariat on 
18 Nov, a press release 
informs.

The MoU was signed 
between SMU Vice-
Chancellor, Lt Gen (Dr) 
Rajan S Grewal, and ICSI 
president, CS Ashish 
Garg, in the presence of 
Dr KS Sherpa, Registrar, 
SMU and other officials 
from ICSI.

The release adds 
that the collaboration 
is in pursuit of the 
National Education 
Policy 2020 to promote 
excellence in the areas 
of upscaling knowledge 
and skills including 

academic, research, 
vocational training and 
employability.

SMU and ICSI 
entered into the 
agreement on 
important issues in 
the field of multi-
disciplinary education, 
the release states.

The objective of 
the MoU is to bring 

together the efforts 
of SMU and ICSI to 
enhance knowledge 
and hone the skills of 
students, academicians 
and professionals of the 
University, the State of 
Sikkim and the entire 
North-Eastern Region, 
the release goes on to 
state.

The SMU Vice-

Chancellor is convinced 
that the MoU will 
benefit students in 
the management, 
humanities and social 
sciences streams. He also 
highlighted the need for 
sustainable academic 
collaboration with ICSI to 
build a strong Academia-
C o r p o r a t e - I n d u s t r y 
Consortium in the State.

BJP worker ‘beaten to death’ during 
inter-club clash in Bengal, 1 arrested

Mitjyu ko Bhabhatey arrives
SUMMIT REPORT
GANGTOK, 18 NOV: 

Mitjyu Ko Bhatbhatey, 
a comedy teleseries 

produced by Yogendra 
Khatiwada under the 
SK Image Production 
banner, was released 
by MLA Bishnu Kumar 
Khatiwada at Pakyong 
community hall in East 
District on Wednesday. 

The tele-series 
features local artists from 
in and around Pakyong 
and was made during the 
lockdown.

The release function 

was also attended by 
Excise Department 
chairperson, Ganja 
Bhutia, as guest of 
honour. The function 
included a cultural 
presentation by children.

In his address, Mr 
Khatiwada, who is 
also the Rhenock MLA, 
expressed happiness 
on seeing such a wide 
pool of local talent 
featured in the tele-series 
and assured to provide 
all possible support 
to such endeavours in 
the future.

Coochbehar (WB), Nov 18 (PTI): A local BJP leader 
was allegedly beaten to death during a clash between 
members of two community clubs in West Bengal’s 
Coochbehar district on Wednesday, his family said.

The incident took place during immersion of idols 
of Goddess Kali in Tufanganj area, they said.

The BJP, however, alleged that the TMC was behind 
the incident, a charge denied by the ruling party in the 
state.

BJP booth secretary Kalachand Karmakar (55) 
attempted to pacify the clashing members of the 
two clubs, during which he also got beaten up. He 
collapsed on the ground and was declared brought 
dead when taken to a hospital, a senior police 
officer said.

One person has been arrested and an investigation 
is underway, he said.

Karmakar’s wife alleged he was beaten with 
bamboo staffs.

The district unit of the BJP, however, blamed the 
TMC for the killing.

“As the TMC has lost its ground in Coochbehar 
district, it is systematically targeting the BJP workers,” 
local party leader Sourav Das said.

Senior TMC leader and North Bengal Development 
Minister Rabindranath Ghosh, however, dismissed the 
allegations as baseless.

“The incident took place due to a local dispute. The 
police is investigating it. The BJP is trying to politicise 
the matter,” he said.

Lakshya RRC and Children’s Club organize quiz and 
awareness on adolescent education, HIV & AIDS

SUMMIT REPORT
Gangtok, 18 Nov:

Lakshya Red Ribbon 
Club and Lakshya 

Children’s Club of 
Upper Karek organized 
a quiz competition and 
awareness programme 
on “Adolescent 
Education, Health and 
Hygiene and HIV & AIDS” 
at Rubdi Karek in South 
Sikkim on Wednesday.

Ujwal Children’s Club 
of Kaizaley won the quiz 
competition with Church 
of God, Karek Toribari. 
and Lakshya Children’s 
Club, Karek, stood second 
and third while members 
of Lakshya Children’s 
Club made a cultural 
presentation.

The event had Zilla 
Panchayat Member of 
Maneydara Nagi Zilla 
Territory Constituency, 

Yadunath Mishra, 
present as chief guest 
and MB [Stephen] Subba, 
Panchayat Vice President, 
Namthang Maneydara 
GPU as special guest 
accompanied by Dikbir 
Gurung, Panchayat 
Member Suiram, Kishore 
Baniya, Programme 
Coordinator Red Ribbon 
Club South-West, Gopal 

Dhungel, PGT Namthang 
Senior Secondary 
School, Suresh Sharma 
PGT, Kewzing Senior 
Secondary School, Dilip 
Sharma, Teacher Chuba 
Secondary School, 
Srijana Subba, RRC 
Nodal Teacher, Kabrey 
Secondary School, 
Prashant Babu Chettri, 
Coordinator of Hamro 

Namthang Hamro 
Chinhari, Karma Chultim 
Bhutia, Compounder 
of Health and Wellness 
Centre (PHSC) Kabrey, 
Sagar Tamang and the 
team from The Riders of 
Namthang [TRON], Milan 
Subba and Anita Rai, NYK 
ex NYV as guests.

During the 
programme Karma 
Chultim Bhutia spoke on 
adolescent education, 
health and hygiene and 
Srijana Subba on HIV and 
AIDS.

Stephen Subba 
and Kishore Baniya 
also addressed the 
programme.

Chief guest of the 
day, Mr Mishra, assured 
the Children’s Club of all 
assistance in the future 
and he also congratulated 
to the members of 
Lakshya Children’s Club 
for their activities.

Low footfall 
at Seng 
Kut Snem 
this year
SHILLONG, Nov 17 
[ShillongTimes]: The 
121st celebration of Seng 
Kut Snem will not witness 
the usual throng as only 
leaders of the Seng Khasi 
Kmie and not more than 
300 invitees, as directed 
by the government, will 
be allowed to participate.

In a statement issued 
here, president of Seng 
Khasi Kmie, Don Kupar 
Dkhar, informed that the 
Seng Khasi flag will be 
hoisted at Mawkhar on 
November 23 at 8 pm.

He added that the 
gathering at Lympung 
Shad Weiking, Shillong, 
on the same day, is to be 
attended by members of 
the Seng Khasi Kmie and 
the invitees who have 
received the invitation 
card/entry pass.

Urging the differe n t 
b ra n c h e s  o f  S e n g 
K h a s i  a c ro s s  t h e 
H y n n i e w t re p  l a n d  t o 
c e l e b ra t e  S e n g  Ku t 
S n e m  by  h o i s t i n g 
t h e  S e n g  K h a s i  f l a g 
a l o n g  w i t h  p raye r s 
i n  t h e i r  re s p e c t ive 
a re a s ,  D k h a r  h a s 
ex h o r t e d  t h a t  t h e 
n u m b e r  o f  a t t e n d e e s 
s h o u l d  n o t  exc e e d 
50 persons.
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DC-East chairs Jal 
Jeevan Mission meeting

Gangtok, 30 Nov [IPR]: 
A meeting of members of 
District Water and Sani-
tation Mission was held 
at the conference hall of 
East District Zilla Pan-
chayat Bhawan here at 
the DAC Complex today.

District Collector, 
East, who is also the 
ex-officio chairperson 
and CEO, DWSM, Ragul K, 
presided over a meeting 
for the implementation 
of Jal Jeevan Mission.

The main objective of 
the programme was to 
provide administrative 

approval by members of 
the DWSM from line de-
partments of the District 
to allow in-village water 
supply schemes at dis-
trict level. 

Government of In-
dia has restructured and 
subsumed the ongoing 
National Rural Drinking 
Water Programme into 
Jal Jeevan Mission with 
the expressed aim to pro-
vide Functional House-
hold Tap Connection 
[FHTC] with service level 
at the rate of 55 litres per 
capita per day to every 

rural household by 2024. 
The goal of JJM is to pro-
vide functional house-
hold tap connection to 
every household.

The meeting was also 
attended by Radha Prad-
han, Additional District 
Collector, Development; 
Sonam Gyatso Bhutia, 
District Planning Officer 
and Member Secretary, 
DWSM; Neelam Rai, Su-
perintendent Engineer, 
EDZP and other officers 
from line departments.

The DC-East high-
lighted that co-ordina-

tion of all line depart-
ments was necessary and 
hoped that all govern-
ment institutions of the 
district will be involved 
in the project. 

He directed represen-
tatives of Education De-
partment to ensure that 
all schools must have 
continuous water supply. 

Likewise, he direct-
ed the Social Justice and 
Welfare Department to 
make sure that there was 
continuous water supply 
at all the ICDS centres of 
the district. 

In conclusion, he urged 
all line departments of the 
government to co-ordi-
nate properly to make the 
mission a success.

Neelam Rai, in her 
brief address, apprised ev-
eryone about the 10 BACs 
from East District have 
submitted estimates for 
water related issues and 
that these will soon go to 
the apex committee.

During the session, 
the administrative ap-
proval for in-village 
water supply schemes 
at district level was ap-
proved  by the members 
of DWSM in the meeting. 

Ranka youth receive 
vermicomposting training

SUMMIT REPORT
Gangtok, 30 Nov: 

A six-day long ‘Skill 
Training for Rural 

Youth’ (STRY) on vermi-
composting at Rey village 
under Ranka Block, East 
Sikkim concluded today. 

The programmme 
was attended by 25 
young farmers and had 
begun on 25 November, 
organised by Agriculture 
Technology Management 
Agency [ATMA-East] in 
co-ordination with SA-
METI-Sikkim and was 
funded by MANAGE- Hy-
derbad.

The concluding 
day’s programmme was 
chaired by ward panchy-
at, Rey, Jumthi Lepcha, 
accompanied by SKM’s 
constituency convenor 
[Rumtek-Martam], Dawa 
Tshering Lepcha, as guest 
of honour. 

The programme 
started with an interac-
tive session to under-
stand the level of skills 

and understanding ac-
quired by the trainees 
at the training. Positive 
feedback from the par-
ticipants made the train-
ing successful, informs 
a press release issued 
by Geeta Sharma, Block 
Technology Manager, 
Ranka Block.

Additional Director, 
Agriculture Department, 
Bina Rai, urged par-
ticipants to utilize the 
knowledge gained from 
the training in their re-
spective areas and urged 
them to also train their 
neighbours on vermi-
composting.

The SKM constituen-
cy convener, Mr Lepcha, 
in his address, congratu-
lated the participants on 
the successful comple-
tion of their training and 
requested for some more 
vermicompost pits in the 
area to meet the demand 
for organic manure with-
in the village. 

He cited that prepa-

ration of vermicompost 
as the easiest and highly 
beneficial option for pro-
duction of agricultural 
and horticultural pro-
duces. 

The chief guest, Ms 
Lepcha, thanked ATMA 
for bringing innovative 
schemes to her ward. 
She further urged the 
farmers to adopt the new 
farming technologies to 
increase production in 
their farms.

Later, the chief guest 
along with Departmental 
representatives handed 
over certificates to the 
trainees.

Along with ver-
micomposting, ATMA 
provides training on 
Shivansh Compost prepa-
rations (18 days organic 
manure preparations) 
prepared by using locally 
available materials from 
the immediate locality 
and training for this was 
given on the third day of 
the training.

Romain 
Grosjean's 
'life saved' 
by halo after 
remarkable 
escape at 
Bahrain GP
GILES RICHARDS
Bahrain, 30 Nov 
[theGuardian]: Romain 
Grosjean’s remarkable 
escape from an enor-
mous, violent, high-speed 
accident at the Bahrain 
Grand Prix has been 
hailed as a testament to 
Formula One’s pursuit of 
safety. The Frenchman’s 
Haas car, which suffered 
a 53G impact, had split 
into two and he was en-
gulfed in a fireball before 
climbing from the wreck-
age with relatively minor 
injuries.

Grosjean suffered 
only second degree 
burns to his hands and 
was taken to hospital for 
a check-up. His car had 
speared through the met-
al barriers, which they 
are designed to prevent, 
but his head was protect-
ed by the halo cockpit 
protection device made 
mandatory by the FIA in 
2018.

Grosjean confirmed 
his appreciation of the 
halo device in an Insta-
gram post from his hos-
pital bed. “Hello every-
one, I just wanted to say I 
am OK – well, sort of OK,” 
he said. “I wasn’t for the 
halo some years ago, but 
I think it’s the greatest 
thing that we’ve brought 
to Formula 1, and with-
out it I wouldn’t be able 
to speak with you today.”

Lewis Hamilton, who 
went on to win, acknowl-
edged that Grosjean 
could easily have been 
killed. “This was horrify-
ing, I am so grateful the 
halo worked, that the 
barrier didn’t slice his 
head off, it could have 
been so much worse,” 
the world champion 
said. “This is a reminder 
to people watching, this 
is a dangerous sport. It 
shows what an amazing 
job that F1 and the FIA 
have done over time to be 
able to walk away from 
something like that.”

Ross Brawn, F1’s di-
rector of motorsport, was 
unequivocal that the halo, 
which had been criticised 
when first imposed, had 
been instrumental in sav-
ing Grosjean’s life. “The 
positive was the safety 
of the car and that is what 
got us through today,” said 
Brawn. “The barrier split-
ting was a problem many 
years ago and it normally 
resulted in a fatality; there 
is no doubt that the halo 
saved the day. The team 
behind it deserve credit 
for forcing it through. Af-
ter today no one can doubt 
the validity of that, it was a 
life saver.”

A variety of other 
factors also played into 
Grosjean’s survival, in-
cluding his fireproof suit, 
the cockpit survival cell, 
his neck and head pro-
tection in the form of the 
Hans (head and neck sup-
port) device and the swift 
action of the FIA personnel 
in the medical car and the 
track marshals. Jean Todt, 
the president of the FIA, 
praised the actions of Dr Ian 
Roberts and the driver, Alan 
van der Merwe, who at-
tended almost immediately 
in the medical car.

There will be compre-
hensive investigations into 
the accident, especially to 
identify why the barriers 
sheared apart allowing 
the car through and how 
fuel escaped to catch fire.
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Remember Ayodhya, 
Learn From Sikkim

Places of worship can also bring 
people of diverse faiths together

As the anniversary of a disturbing moment arrives, 
expect efforts to whip up communal passions even 

though one side has clearly won and gotten away with a 
vicious excess, and one can expect more disgusting sound-
bytes now that the Bengal elections are round the corner. 
06 December marks the anniversary of that shameful win-
ter day of 1992 in Ayodhya when an unresolved issue [at 
the time], older than Independent India, snowballed into 
the tragic demolition of Babri Masjid and pulled the entire 
nation into a vortex of communal violence. In the communal 
riots which came its wake, at least 2,000 lives, mostly Mus-
lims, were lost. The downward spiral continues and throws 
up no victors, save at the EVMs, leaving behind only victims 
and an army of agent provocateurs propping up leaders in 
the wave of hate and paranoia that they lift.

The demolition, irrespective of what it achieved 
for political ambitions, left the nation scarred. It’s now 
more two and a half decades since a 1.5 lakh strong mob 
stormed the mosque and pulled it down. The first title 
suit over the disputed land [a 47 acre tract] was filed in 
the Allahabad High Court way back in 1950. Several other 
suits and petitions followed and it was only in September 
2010, sixty years later, that the first verdict was delivered. 
Closure, even if it is only legal and not emotional, howev-
er continues to evade this issue despite the verdict by the 
Supreme Court. The lesson is clear - matters of faith, even 
when packaged in dry legalese as a title suit, are best left 
out of the courts. These should be left for the believers to 
resolve. But when it comes to matters of faith and belief, 
politics monopolises the divisions and does not allow res-
olutions. The Babri Masjid was constructed in 1528 CE; 
the first officially recorded communal riots over it were 
in the 1850’s, when, after seven years of such violence, 
the British fenced the area to divide the places of wor-
ship of the two faiths in question. The issue conflagrated 
again in 1949, when idols of Ram, Sita and Laxman were 
smuggled into the Babri Masjid and placed there. With the 
horrors of the Partition violence still fresh in everyone’s 
minds, the Government sealed off the area. Since then, 
the issue has surfaced often and confrontation peaked in 
1992 when the Babri Masjid structure was demolished by 
a mob. The destruction was a huge blow to our country’s 
secular credentials and an oft-quoted incident used to fan 
passions and communal hatred by both sides. And now 
that the Ayodhya issue is technically closed, expect those 
who benefitted from it to open more fronts. This is after 
all the oxygen which fuelled their hate and kept people 
distracted and delivered BJP the jingoistic nationalism 
which has kept their sail puffed.

When one speaks of allowing the believers to resolve 
issues among themselves, the example one has in mind is 
the Guru Nanak Lama Sahib of Chungthang in North Sik-
kim. This institution has an interesting history. A Gurud-
wara sits alongside a patch of land which the Sikkimese 
believe to have been blessed by Guru Rinpoche during his 
travels here in the 8th Century CE. The field, marking in 
a way the northernmost extremity to which rice grows 
in Sikkim, is believed to still sprout paddy from the rice 
sprinkled there by Padmasambhava and there is a rock 
there with an eternal spring of holy water, again, blessed 
by Guru Rinpoche. Sitting in the Gurudwara’s porch is a 
gnarled tree, believed to have sprouted from Padmasam-
bhava’s walking stick. Given the reverence Guru Rin-
poche commands in Sikkim, it was in a sparkling ges-
ture of confidence and harmony that the Chungthang 
residents apportioned a plot in this sacred tract for the 
construction of a Gurudwara when the army personnel 
posted there required one. Admittedly, this sharing was 
not always amiable, but it was never confrontational or 
spiteful either. And the arrangement that was eventu-
ally worked out is a brilliant example of confraternity. 
When the Assam Rifles was moving out of Chungthang 
many years back, the fate of the Gurudwara worried ev-
ery mind, until, yet again, a remarkable resolution was 
worked out. The Gurudwara is now, in principle, the 
administrative responsibility of the Chungthang resi-
dents who used to sit on its prabandhak committee in 
what is loosely referred to as the Lama Committee [for 
a Gurudwara!]. This facility was of great service in the 
wake of the 18 September Earthquake, accommodating a 
relief camp and operating an open kitchen, Sanjha Chula 
- a very Sikh concept and practice, for all. It continues to 
be a Gurudwara, one that calls itself “Guru Nanak Lama 
Sahib”, and is managed and looked after by the Buddhist 
residents of Chungthang, who ensure that Granthis are 
hosted properly when they visit and that the prayers and 
sanctity of this Sikh place of worship is maintained. It is 
not whether the committee is effective or even functional, 
but the fact that the idea was mooted and promulgated 
which is praiseworthy.

This is a model of mutual respect that the rest of India 
could learn from on this anniversary of the Babri Masjid 
Demolition. Admittedly, Chungthang is a very small town 
and the Gurudwara there was never the nerve centre of 
communal politics and its management has changed even 
more, but the principle still holds. It could easily have 
become a communal issue in the hands of more radical 
minds [and attempts have been made]; but the people, 
the real believers, stepped up first and charted a more ad-
mirable course.

Battles Won – and Lost – Against AIDS Hold 
Valuable Lessons for Managing COVID-19

Why an Antidepressant Could be Used to Treat COVID-19
COLIN DAVIDSON
theconversation.com

A commonly used drug called flu-
voxamine was recently tested as 

a treatment for COVID-19 in the Unit-
ed States. The 152 patients enrolled 
in the trial had been confirmed to 
have COVID-19 using a PCR test, and 
had seen symptoms appear within 
the past seven days.

Patients who already required 
COVID-19 hospitalisation, or who 
had an underlying lung condition, 
congestive heart failure or other im-
mune conditions, were excluded. The 
study looked only at those who at the 
time had a relatively mild form of the 
disease.

Among these patients, the study 
found that taking fluvoxamine re-
duced the incidence of developing 
a serious COVID-19 condition over 
a 15-day period. None of the 80 pa-
tients treated with fluvoxamine de-
teriorated, whereas six (8.3%) of the 
72 patients given a placebo saw their 
condition get worse. Their symptoms 
included shortness of breath, pneu-
monia and reduced blood oxygen.

The second week of COVID-19 in-
fection is when clinical deterioration 
is normally seen – which suggests 
fluvoxamine could be a useful tool in 
stopping mild COVID-19 from getting 
worse.

But what’s unusual is that flu-
voxamine is a selective serotonin re-
uptake inhibitor, or SSRI. SSRIs are 
the first-line medicine of choice for 
treating depression, not viral infec-
tions. Fluvoxamine is also commonly 
used to treat obsessive compulsive 
disorder. So why might it work in a 
respiratory disease?

A NOT SO SELECTIVE SSRI

SSRIs work to treat depression 
by blocking a protein found on brain 
cells called the serotonin transport-
er. When the serotonin transporter 
is blocked, the amount of serotonin 
floating around in the brain is in-
creased, which is the important first 
step its antidepressant mechanism.

Treatment with an SSRI for a few 
weeks markedly reduces symptoms of 
depression in about half of patients. 
These drugs are very safe, with the 
most common side-effects being sexu-
al dysfunction, constipation, headache, 
sleep disturbance and tiredness.

Despite their name (selective se-
rotonin reuptake inhibitors), some of 
these drugs are not entirely selective. 
In fact, fluvoxamine also binds to an-
other brain cell protein called the σ-1 
receptor (S1R). Fluvoxamine potently 
activates this protein, which has vari-
ous functions, including inhibition of 
the production of cytokines – small 
signalling molecules that help direct 
the actions of immune cells. Cyto-
kines are one of the most important 
chemical mediators of the immune 
response.

Thus, it is likely that the effect 
seen with fluvoxamine in COVID-19 
patients has nothing to do with se-
rotonin but everything to do with 
inhibiting the inflammatory response 
through the S1R. We know from 
studies in mice that fluvoxamine can 
decrease a sepsis-induced inflamma-
tory response and the toxicity that 
comes with it.

And it’s becoming increasingly 
clear that the serious complications 
seen with COVID-19 are primarily 
down to an out-of-control inflam-
matory response to the virus, the 
so-called “cytokine storm”. Here, the 
body’s defence mechanism goes into 

a dangerous state, where the overac-
tive immune system leads to a toxic 
inflammatory response, which can 
lead to death.

OLD DRUGS, NEW TRICKS?
It’s not uncommon for drugs used 

in psychiatric illnesses to be helpful 
in treating other conditions.

The first antidepressant discov-
ered, iproniazide, a monoamine ox-
idase inhibitor (MAOI), was initially 
used to treat tuberculosis. In the 
1950s, doctors noticed that the mood 
of patients taking the drug improved, 
and so iproniazide and other MAOIs 
were tested for depression. Serendip-
ity is quite common in drug discovery 
– remember Fleming’s lucky discov-
ery of the antibiotic penicillin.

More recent examples of drugs 
with other uses include SSRIs that 
can also be effective against anxi-
ety or migraine. It’s less common, 
though, for such a drug to be useful in 
a systemic illness like COVID-19.

SSRIs have, however, been found 
to be helpful in cardiovascular dis-
ease. These cardiovascular effects 
may be mediated by the SSRIs’ an-
ti-anxiety effects, through reducing 
blood pressure, or by reducing plate-
let activation and clot formation.

Another a cross-over medication 
currently gathering a lot of attention 
is ketamine. Traditionally used as 
an anaesthetic agent (and as a rec-
reational drug), it’s now generating 
considerable interest as a fast-acting 
antidepressant. As such, the findings 
of the current study perhaps aren’t as 
surprising as they first seem.

WHAT NEXT FOR FLUVOXAM-
INE?

It’s worth noting that the research 
does have some limitations. These in-
clude a relatively small sample size 

and the fact that the most serious-
ly affected COVID-19 patients were 
excluded from the study – we don’t 
know whether it can help control the 
illness of severely afflicted patients. 
Certainly, the results need to be test-
ed in a larger sample size over a lon-
ger period.

Nevertheless, in the race to find 
treatments to prevent and treat coro-
navirus infections, fluvoxamine could 
be a useful addition. If given during 
the initial fever and coughing phase 
of COVID-19, the drug could reduce 
the number of patients who devel-
op the dangerous second phase of 
COVID-19, characterised by the cy-
tokine storm and subsequent lung 
damage.

Given that the drug’s therapeutic 
effects in COVID-19 may be mediat-
ed via the S1R, it would certainly be 
worth testing other S1R activators 
in COVID-19 patients. There are a 
variety of S1R activators already in 
clinical use. These include donepezil 
(used in Alzheimer’s disease), citalo-
pram, opipramol and amitriptyline 
(all used in depression and anxiety), 
dextromethorphan (used for coughs 
and colds) and pentazocine (used for 
pain relief).

Other anti-inflammatory drugs, 
such as colchicine and corticoste-
roids, have already been tested in 
COVID-19 patients with some posi-
tive effects. The potential repurpos-
ing of already approved drugs, espe-
cially cheap and orally active drugs 
like fluvoxamine, which we know to 
be safe, could speed up getting treat-
ments to COVID-19 patients.

[the writer is Professor of 
Neuropharmacology and Head of School 

of Pharmacy & Biomedical Sciences, 
University of Central Lancashire]

theconversation.com

World AIDS Day this year finds us still deep 
amid another pandemic – COVID-19.

The highly infectious novel coronavirus has 
swept across the world, devastating health systems 
and laying waste to economies as governments in-
troduced drastic measures to contain the spread. 
Not since the HIV/AIDS pandemic of the 1990s 
have countries faced such a common health threat.

This explains why UNAIDS has selected the 
theme “Global Solidarity, Shared Responsibility” 
for this year’s World AIDS Day.

Infectious diseases such as these remain a ma-
jor threat to human health and prosperity. Around 
32.7 million people have died from AIDS-related 
illnesses in the last 40 years. At the time of writing, 
1.4 million people had already died from COVID-19 
in just one year.

These diseases take incredible expertise, col-
laboration and dedication from all levels of society 
to track, understand, treat and prevent.

The HIV/AIDS response played out over a 
much longer trajectory than COVID-19. But it is, in 
some respects, a shining example of what can be 
achieved when countries and people work togeth-
er. The work of organisations such as the World 
Health Organisation, UNAIDS and the International 
AIDS Society help to coordinate rapid sharing of in-
formation and resources between healthcare pro-
viders and communities.

The Global Fund and PEPFAR have mobilised 
resources that have helped to reduce morbidity 
and mortality in low- and middle-income regions. 
AIDS-related deaths have declined worldwide by 
39% since 2010.

These and other groups have also fought 
against high drug prices that would render medica-
tion inaccessible to many in the developing world. 
In South Africa, the epicentre of the HIV epidemic, 
a day’s supply of the simplest antiretrovirals cost 
about R250 in 2002. Today easier, more palatable 
treatment taken once per day costs a few rands.

Collaboration and co-ordination has also meant 
that medications have been developed and tested 
in populations across the world. And once avail-

able, global guidelines and training opportunities 
ensure that healthcare provision and quality is 
standardised.

Many of these achievements did not come with-
out a fight. Dedicated and sustained activism, at 
a political and community level were required to 
drive down drug pricing for the global South and 
is constantly required to ensure inclusive distribu-
tion of resources.

The corollary is also true – areas where the 
world continues to struggle arise predominantly 
where there’s a lack of solidarity and agreement. 
These include a lack of political support to imple-
ment evidence-based protection mechanisms for 
vulnerable or stigmatised populations. For exam-
ple the legalisation of homosexuality. This results 
in continued but avoidable HIV infection and relat-
ed mortality.

These lessons need to be taken on board as the 
world prepares for the next phase of managing 
COVID-19. All the interventions that helped contain 
and manage HIV and AIDS are critical in ensuring 
that no country, regardless of developmental sta-
tus, and no population, especially those that face 
stigma and battle to access healthcare services, are 
left behind.

BUILDING ON EXISTING SYSTEMS
The lessons learnt from HIV and AIDS can be 

used to inform the COVID-19 response as the chal-
lenges are similar.

Many of the ongoing COVID-19 vaccine trials 
are taking place in multiple countries, including 
South Africa. The capacity to conduct these stud-
ies, including the clinical staff and trial sites, are 
well established as a result of decades of HIV/
AIDS research. There are fears that developing 
nations might be excluded from accessing an 
effective COVID-19 vaccine. But global mecha-
nisms are now in place to avoid this and to, in-
stead, encourage and enable global solidarity, 
some of which were championed by the HIV/AIDS 
response.

The Access to COVID-9 Tools (ACT)-Accelerator, 
established by the World Health Organisation in 
April 2020 in collaboration with many other global 
organisations, governments, civil society and in-

dustry, have committed through the pillar known 
as Covax, to equitable distribution of a COVID-19 
vaccine as well as diagnostic tests and treatments. 
These global institutions and mechanisms require 
continued support.

With the deployment of an effective vaccine, an 
end to COVID-19 might soon be in sight. For HIV, 
vaccine development has been more complex 
and disappointing. The global community needs 
to remain committed to promoting access and 
support for the many incredible prevention and 
treatment options that are available. The unprec-
edented effort on the part of private industry in 
the COVID-19 vaccine response shines a light on 
what can be achieved when all interested parties 
engage. The HIV and TB vaccine endeavours need 
a similar effort.

These are not the only pandemics the world 
will face. In fact, there are strong predictions that 
the emergence of new pandemics will increase in 
the future. This is due to the effects of globalisation, 
climate change and proximity to wildlife.

The best hope for humanity is to not lose 
sight of what these pandemics cost us in terms 
of loved ones, in terms of freedom and econom-
ically. We must prepare now collectively across 
countries and across all levels of society. These 
preparations need to be grounded in the les-
sons learnt from HIV/AIDS and re-learnt from 
COVID-19.

SOCIAL SOLIDARITY
The success of the global response to current 

and emerging pandemics will rely on the ability of 
the less vulnerable to acknowledge their shared re-
sponsibility and respond to those calls.

An important truth of the HIV epidemic is that 
it doesn’t discriminate. No infectious disease ac-
knowledges political borders and everybody is at 
risk of being infected or affected. If nothing else, 
because of this we need to continue to work to-
gether on a global scale knowing that “no one is 
safe, until everyone is safe”.

[Linda-Gail Bekker is Professor of medicine 
and deputy director of the Desmond Tutu HIV 

Centre at the Institute of Infectious Disease and 
Molecular Medicine, University of Cape Town]
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6 new COVID-19 
cases push Andamans 

tally to 4,704

East Bengal look to step up 
attack, secure maiden win

Bambolim, Nov 30 (PTI): 
SC East Bengal will look 
to beef up their attack 
and secure a maiden 
win in the Indian Super 
League when they face 
Mumbai City FC here on 
Tuesday.

Despite heavy 
odds, the Robbie Fowl-
er-coached East Bengal 
put up a creditable show 
in their first outing of 
ISL, against ATK Mohun 
Bagan even though they 
lost 0-2.

Last to enter the ISL, 
Fowler had less than 
a month to build the 
squad and if that was not 
enough they were pitted 
against their formidable 
arch-rivals on debut.

But Fowler's side 
dominated possession 
and their former Nor-
wich City winger An-
thony Pilkington looked 
threatening in the mid-
field. It was lack of fin-
ishing prowess with Bal-
want Singh up front that 
proved costly for them.

Fowler named a de-
fensive formation against 
the well-set ATK Mohun 
Bagan with Balwant as 
the sole striker, putting 
the experienced Jeje Lal-
pekhlua on the bench, 
something that did not 
work out.

Fowler's newly-built 
side would need to reor-
ganise their forward and 
convert their chances 
when they clash against 
the Sergio Lobera-outfit 

that beat a 10-man FC 
Goa 1-0 with a late strike 
in their second round 
game.

Apart from Pilking-
ton, SCEB's German mid-
fielder Matti Steinmann 
looked strong in passes 
and held possession for 
long, but their Indian 
contingent would need 
to buck up.

Fowler hoped their 
new team would turn it 
around quickly and move 
up from the bottom spot 
in the 11-team table.

"It's not been the 
most ideal preparation. 
For a team that has been 
together for two-and-a-
half weeks, I think we put 

in a good performance," 
Fowler said of their 0-2 
defeat to ATKMB.

"But we've accept-
ed it, adapted to it. We 
were incredibly late 
coming here, so we have 
not trained together. But 
the way we played, we 
proved we can get better 
and better."

The Islanders also 
had started off on a los-
ing note, going down to 
NorthEast United 0-1 in 
a match in which they 
looked wayward with 
their shots. They opened 
their account against FC 
Goa but were far from 
convincing.

The combination of 

Adam Le Fondre and 
Bartholomew Ogbe-
che has not worked for 
Lobera while Mourtada 
Fall struggled to get go-
ing against FC Goa.

Against a team with 
weak finishing, Fowler 
would fancy his chances.

Ahead of their cru-
cial game against SC East 
Bengal, Lobera said their 
Tuesday's opponents 
were new in the league 
but they have very expe-
rienced players.

"It is going to be a 
good game, because they 
are a very good team 
in defence. We need to 
work very well to win the 
game," the Spaniard said.

"Our plan is the same, 
always our focus is to 
try and improve our lev-
el and to try and learn 
about our mistakes, 
which we made in the 
last two games and noth-
ing changes about what I 
want as a coach.

"I want to have pos-
session of the ball, but 
it is not easy. They are a 
very organised team, it is 
not easy to find spaces, 
we need to be smart," 
he said, adding it was 
important to win the 
next game.

This will be Mumbai 
FC left-back Mandar Rao 
Desai's 100th game in 
the ISL.

Elephant found dead 
in Bengal's Jhargram

3 new COVID-19 cases in Mizoram

Objection to ‘commercialisation’ 
of Shillong's Polo Ground

Professor rescues turtle 
from fish market in Assam

TMC will get a taste of its 
own medicine: Dilip Ghosh

UDP urges Meghalaya CM to deploy 
police in disputed Khanduli

SHILLONG, Nov 29 
[ShillongTimes]: With 
reports of Assam govern-
ment’s “provocative ac-
tivities” along the disput-
ed border areas of Jaintia 
Hills, UDP working pres-
ident and Co-Chairman 
of the State Law Com-
mission, Bindo M Lanong 
has urged the state gov-
ernment to deploy state 
police force along the 
interstate boundaries to 
stop Assam’s aggression 
of encroachment.

In a letter to Chief 
Minister Conrad K Sang-
ma, Lanong stated that 
from the ongoing con-
frontation in Mizoram 
border, now Assam has 
simultaneously moved 
to Khanduli villages of 
Nartiang Doloiship of 
West Jaintia Hills, forci-
bly using JCBs and other 
earth-cutting machines 
inside the paddy fields 
and forest areas of the 
people, causing fear and 
tension.

“While Assam has no 

interest to discuss the 
issue across the table, 
on the other hand, it is 
aggressively encroaching 
inside Meghalaya. It is 
high time to deploy our 
state police forces to pro-
tect both our legitimate 
boundaries and our peo-
ple,” the letter stated.

He reminded that the 
government during the 
intervening period of 
the handing-taking over 
by the then new Govern-
ment of India from the 
colonial rulers, the new 
dispensation governance 
of Assam in 1951, all by 
itself tagged to the then 
Mikir and North Cachar 
Hills District, comprising 
more than 350 villages of 
Jaintia Hills under Block I 
and II for administrative 
convenience.

Urging the state gov-
ernment to act decisive-
ly on the issue, Lanong 
stated that under the 
new aggressive postures 
of Assam, there stands a 
good case to get back at 

least for now, Block I and 
II to Meghalaya.

The interstate bound-
ary row between Assam 
and Meghalaya is age-old 
and umpteen numbers of 
talks at chief ministeri-
al-level and chief secre-
tary-level had been held 
and yet a solution has 
remained elusive.

Opposition Congress 
MLA from Umroi Con-
stituency had raised 
the issue recently in the 
State Assembly and said 
that the Meghalaya Gov-
ernment is seen as re-
lenting to the pressure 
of its counterpart in As-
sam along the interstate 
boundary.

It may be mentioned 
that the chief ministeri-
al-level talks on bound-
ary row is due since last 
year and with Assam 
bracing for elections, it 
looks uncertain when 
will it be held while fric-
tions along the disputed 
areas have been a recur-
ring affair.

SHILLONG, Nov 29 [Shil-
longTimes]: President 
of Shillong Sports Asso-
ciation (SSA) SK Sunn 
has written to Deputy 
Commissioner of East 
Khasi Hills Isawanda 
Laloo objecting to the 
construction of com-
mercial structure on 
the plot of land lying 
between the PWD road 
and the western por-
tion of the final ground 

of SSA, Polo Ground.
In a letter, the SSA 

expressed strong oppo-
sition to the construction 
stating that it mars the 
sporting atmosphere.

The SSA president 
has requested the DC to 
instruct Shillong Rec-
reation Ground Trust 
(SRGT), the party under-
taking construction, to 
immediately stop the on-
going commercialisation 

of Polo Ground area.
Albeit the land at Polo 

Ground is leased to SRGT 
by the state government 
for its upkeep, Sunn 
maintained that SSA has 
been the custodian of 
the football grounds for 
more than 100 years.

Since the term of the 
lease is over, and not re-
newed, hence the land 
belongs to the govern-
ment, Sunn added.

Guwahati, Nov 30 (PTI): 
A turtle belonging to a vul-
nerable species has been 
saved from being sold in 
a fish market in Assam on 
Monday, thanks to the ini-
tiative of an academician, 
an official said.

Head of the Life Sci-
ence and Bioinformatics 
department of Assam 
University Sarbani Giri 
had gone to the fish mar-
ket when she noticed a 
man putting up an In-
dian peacock soft-shell 
turtle (Nilssonia hurum), 

which was alive, for sale.
He wanted to cut the 

turtle into pieces and sell 
it but Giri immediately 
stopped him from doing 
so and offered to buy it 
alive for Rs 4,000, a for-
est official said.

Her gesture moved 
the man and he gave her 
the turtle.

After bringing it 
home, Giri called up the 
Cachar Forest Division 
in Silchar to release it in 
its natural habitat, the 
official said. Personnel 

of the forest department 
took the turtle from the 
professor and thanked 
her for saving the life of 
the turtle. The forest de-
partment has decided to 
team up with the fisher-
ies department to create 
awareness among fisher-
men about turtles.

The Indian peacock 
soft-shell turtle is found 
in South Asia and is list-
ed on the IUCN (Interna-
tional Union for Conser-
vation of Nature) Red list 
as a vulnerable species.

Aizawl, Nov 30 (PTI): 
Three more persons 
have tested positive for 
COVID-19 in Mizoram in 
the last 24 hours, taking 
the state's coronavirus 
tally to 3,826, an official 
said on Monday.

The new cases were 
reported from Aizawl 
district, the official said.

The three patients 
are from the same fam-
ily and all of them have 
developed symptoms of 

COVID-19, he said.
According to the of-

ficial, there are at pres-
ent 381 active COVID-19 
cases in the state while 
3,440 people have recov-
ered from the disease.

The COVID-19 recov-
ery rate in the state now 
is 89.92 per cent.

Aizawl district has 
reported the highest 
COVID-19 cases at 2,581, 
which is 67.46 per cent of 
the total 3,826 cases, fol-

lowed by Lunglei district, 
which reported 317 cas-
es so far.

Of the 11 districts 
in Mizoram, Hnahthi-
al and Khawzawl dis-
tricts are COVID-19 
free as of now.

Mizoram has also re-
ported 5 COVID-19 fatali-
ties so far.

The state has test-
ed 1,49,379 samples for 
COVID-19 till date, the 
official added.

Kolkata, Nov 30 (PTI): 
BJP state unit presi-
dent Dilip Ghosh Mon-
day hit back at TMC MP 
Abhishek Banerjee for 
calling him a 'goonda' 
and said the saffron par-
ty believed in standing by 
the people and the ruling 
side will get the "taste of 
its own medicine".

If being on the side 
of the people is being a 
goonda then BJP will con-
tinue to do so in "greater 
measure", Ghosh said.

Banerjee, nephew of 
TMC supremo Mamata 
Banerjee, had told a rally 
in South 24 Pargans dis-
trict on Sunday that BJP's 
Bengal minder Kailash 
Vijayvargiya is an "out-
sider" and Ghosh was a 
"goonda" .

"Abhishek has seen 

nothing of goondaism so 
far. We (BJP) will do it in 
greater measure. They 
(TMC) will get the taste 
of their own medicine.

"However, we believe 
in standing by the side of 
people. This may be in-
terpreted as goondaism 
by the TMC as they have 
lost contact with the peo-
ple," he said.

Banerjee, who is the 
nephew of Chief Min-
ister and Trinamool 
Congress supremo Ma-
mata Banerjee, had also 
said at Sunday's rally in 
South 24 Parganas dis-
trict that no BJP leader, 
including Prime Minis-
ter Narendra Modi, had 
the "guts" to take his 
name and "use innuen-
dos like 'bhaipo' (neph-
ew in Bengali) or 'bhati-

ja' (meaning the same)" 
to level charges against 
him.

Commenting on this, 
Ghosh mocked at Ba-
nerjee as "khokababu 
(young scion of affluent 
family) who got things on 
a platter".

"We (BJP) used to call 
him 'bhaipo' out of love. 
But now I am branding 
him as khokababu who 
has come to politics 
without hard work. Peo-
ple are watching every-
thing," he said.

Reacting to Ghosh's 
comments, veteran TMC 
MP Saugata Roy said 
"Dilipbabu makes irre-
sponsible comments in 
the morning hours be-
fore the media regularly. 
There is no merit in his 
statements.

Port Blair, Nov 30 (PTI): 
Six more persons tested 
positive for COVID-19 in 
Andaman and Nicobar 
Islands, pushing the tal-
ly in the union territory 
to 4,704, a health de-
partment official said on 
Monday. Of the six new 
cases, four have travel 
history while two were 
detected during contact 
tracing, he said.

Nineteen more peo-
ple recovered from 

COVID-19, taking the to-
tal number of recoveries 
to 4,537, the official said.

The archipelago now 
has 106 active corona-
virus cases, while 4,537 
people have recovered 
from the disease and 61 
patients have succumbed 
to the infection till date, 
he said.

The administration 
has so far tested 1,27,910 
samples for COVID-19, 
the official added.

Jhargram (WB), Nov 
30 (PTI): A full-grown 
elephant was found dead 
in West Bengal's Jhar-
gram district on Monday, 
triggering tension in the 
area, officials said.

Locals said the ele-
phant was electrocuted 
after coming in contact 
with a high-tension wire 
in the Nischinta forest 
where it came to drink 
water from the Lepashi 
dam.

A number of Dalma 
elephants come to the 
reservoir to drink water 
and bathe, they said.

Officials said they are 
yet to ascertain the exact 
cause of the death, but 

suspect it to be electro-
cution. After the body of 
the elephant was found 
in the morning, people 
gathered at the spot from 
far-flung villages to have 
a last glimpse of the ani-
mal. The body was then 
worshipped with flow-
ers, vermilion and in-
cense sticks.

In 2019, four ele-
phants were electrocut-
ed in Binpur's Malabati 
area. The villagers per-
formed several religious 
rituals this year to mark 
their death anniversary.

Dalma elephants de-
stroy hundreds of acres 
of crops in the area ev-
ery year.
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Burdened by Genius: Maradona reminds us 
how peaking young brings its problems

VIC MARKS
London, 30 Nov [theGuard-
ian]: The death of Diego 
Maradona provided another 
reminder that life is seldom 
simple for the sporting super-
star. Maradona was obviously 
a footballing genius, whose 
later life was, by all accounts, 
chaotic. In 1986, at the age of 
26, the brilliance of his feet, 
his vision and his deception 
led to Argentina winning the 
World Cup. It doesn’t get any 
better than that. And that 
surely is the problem.

It is not a common prob-
lem since it applies only to 
geniuses. Where do you go af-
ter scaling the highest peaks? 
This came to mind when I was 
chatting to Ian Botham recent-
ly. How could he ever hope to 
surpass what he achieved in 
the second half of the sum-
mer of 1981 at the age of 25? 
Geoff Hurst was never going 
to score another hat-trick in 
a World Cup final after 1966. 
How can Ben Stokes ever play 
a better innings than the one 
at Headingley in 2019? In the 
same way, how could Mara-
dona top what he did in Mex-
ico in 1986? I suppose one 
could also speculate wheth-
er Elton John was haunted 
by the thought that he might 
never produce a better track 
than Your Song, which was re-
leased in 1970. If so, it did not 
stop him trying.

Most of us do not have 
to deal with the problem of 
peaking early, with two-thirds 
of our lives still ahead, and 
fortunately the geniuses do 
not seem to waste much time 
fretting about this. Perhaps 
this is left to us constipated 
also-rans to mull over. Even 
so, it must be a dilemma for 
the truly great sportsperson 

to move on, to escape from 
the past. It would not sur-
prise me if Botham would like 
“Winemaker Supreme” on his 
gravestone.

It must be tough for the 
superstars to forge a new life 
anywhere near as rewarding 
as the old one. In cricket and 
football the most obvious 
pathway often involves coach-
ing/managing teams and/or 
the media. However, it is well 
established that the best play-
ers rarely make the best man-
agers. No doubt Jürgen Klopp, 
Arsène Wenger, Alex Fergu-
son and José Mourinho were 
good footballers, but they 
weren’t great ones. In rugby 
I imagine that Eddie Jones 
was a combative and cunning 

hooker, who made himself 
good enough to play against 
the best occasionally, but he 
wasn’t one of them.

The pattern is similar in 
cricket. Trevor Bayliss (no 
Tests for Australia) and – let 
me just look this up – Gary 
Stead (five Tests for New 
Zealand) were the two head 
coaches when England and 
New Zealand were in the 
World Cup final in 2019. Dun-
can Fletcher, for whom there 
was no Test cricket when he 
played for Zimbabwe, was in 
charge of England in one of 
the greatest series of all time, 
in 2005. Chris Silverwood (six 
Tests and seven ODIs) holds 
the reins now and is doing a 
perfectly good job.

There are at least two 
good reasons for this pattern. 
Being in charge of a team can 
be a hard slog. The fixture 
list never ends, nor does the 
travelling. The superstar, who 
may have become used to a 
more comfortable existence, 
understandably thinks twice 
about taking on such gruel-
ling major posts (in cricket it 
is much easier to have a little 
gig in the Hundred). Moreover 
the truly great sportsperson 
may not have thought long 
and hard about how he/she 
achieved their greatness.

It would have been a 
waste of time to employ a 
sports psychologist to en-
hance the careers of Botham 
or Viv Richards. Both were 

the most natural sportsmen 
and just knew how to com-
pete; it was in their DNA and 
they did not need to analyse 
how they did it. That was 
more likely to be a hindrance. 
Nor did they spend much time 
worrying about their tech-
niques. As Kevin Pietersen of-
ten explained, the secret was 
to watch the ball and then hit 
it. So it makes sense that the 
best coaches often come from 
a lower tier, from players who 
had to sit down and think and 
analyse and then to strain to 
get better. This experience 
put them in a better position 
to enhance others.

Then there is the well-
worn path into the media, 
which may be the easier op-

tion even if it is unlikely to 
be so fulfilling as playing the 
game. A few transcend their 
playing days. I remember 
being taken aback when I 
was required to explain that 
Richie Benaud, the consum-
mate broadcaster who un-
derstood the power of silence 
rather better than so many of 
his successors, had once upon 
a time been a cricketer him-
self and a charismatic one too, 
who had captained Australia 
with great distinction.

Recently a couple of Lan-
castrians have done well. 
In years to come there may 
well be those who gasp upon 
learning that Mike Atherton 
had actually opened the bat-
ting for England for years 
before becoming a much-re-
spected, long-serving cricket 
correspondent. There could 
be thousands out there who 
know Freddie Flintoff as the 
presenter of Top Gear and are 
surprised to learn that he was 
once a brilliant all-rounder.

Likewise the number 
of fans who think of Gary 
Lineker as an instinctive goal-
scorer in short shorts rather 
than a crisp-eating TV pre-
senter diminishes by the year. 
All seem to have moved on 
very successfully; they are no 
longer defined by what they 
achieved in their 20s. How-
ever they all have a way to go 
to surpass Imran Khan, once 
captain of Pakistan and now 
his country’s prime minister.

Those above may be the 
exceptions. There is a natu-
ral tendency for us mortals to 
envy the superstars for their 
talent, their riches and their 
lifestyle. But the extreme case 
of Maradona suggests that 
they can be deserving of sym-
pathy as well.

Edinson Cavani could face three-game 
ban as FA investigates social media post

Injured 
Warner ruled 
out, Cummins 
rested for rest 
of limited-
overs series 
against India
Sydney, Nov 30 (PTI): 
In-form Australian open-
er David Warner has been 
ruled out of the remain-
der of the limited-overs 
series against India due 
to a groin injury that he 
suffered during the sec-
ond ODI here, while top 
pacer Pat Cummins has 
been rested as part of his 
workload management.

Warner, who scored 
69 and 83 in the first 
two ODIs, hurt himself 
on Sunday while fielding 
at the SCG in the second 
one-dayer which Aus-
tralia won by 51 runs to 
take an unassailable 2-0 
lead in the series.

The dashing opener 
has returned home to 
begin his rehabilitation 
and will be looking to get 
fit ahead of the opening 
Test at Adelaide starting 
December 17.

"Pat and Davie are 
critical to our plans for 
the Test series," coach 
Justin Langer was quoted 
as saying by the Austra-
lian media.

"Davie will work 
through his injury rehab 
and in Pat's case it is im-
portant all of our players 
are managed well to keep 
them mentally and phys-
ically fit throughout what 
is a challenging summer.

"The priority for 
both is being fully pre-
pared for one of the big-
gest and most important 
home Test series we have 
played in recent years, 
especially with World 
Test Championship 
points up for grabs."

Left-handed batsman 
D'Arcy Short, who was 
the leading run-scorer in 
two series in the Big Bash 
League, has been named 
Warner's replacement 
in Australia's white-ball 
squad.

India and Australia 
will play one more ODI 
on Wednesday before 
competing in three T20 
Internationals, starting 
Friday, followed by the 
much-anticipated four-
match Test series.

Cummins, who was 
part of Australia's En-
gland tour in August 
and also played for 
Kolkata Knight Rid-
ers in the IPL, has not 
been at his best and 
went wicketless in 
the first game before 
claiming 3 for 67 in 
the second ODI.

Australia (296 points 
from 3 series) had top-
pled India (360 points 
from 4 series) in the 
World Test Champion-
ships standings with a 
percentage of 82.22 com-
pared to the India's 75 
per cent after ICC's de-
cision to alter the points 
system.

All-rounder Marcus 
Stoinis, who missed the 
second ODI after suffer-
ing a side strain in the 
opening game, will stay 
in the squad.

But all-rounder 
Mitchell Marsh, who is 
recovering from an ankle 
injury sustained while 
playing in the IPL, will 
not be playing the warm-
up game between India A 
and Australia 'A' starting 
on Sunday.

He will now continue 
his rehabilitation and no 
replacement has been 
named for him in the 'A' 
squad.

Napoli find truest tribute to Maradona 
by mirroring his magic against Roma

NICKY BANDINI
Napoli, 30 Nov [theGuardian]: 
Napoli find truest tribute to Ma-
radona by mirroring his magic 
against Roma

Those words were accompa-
nied by a giant photograph of the 
late No 10, beaming in his Napoli 
shirt. At the far end hung anoth-
er graphic of Maradona’s face, 
adorned simply by the words 
“The King.”

A moment of silence was ob-
served before kick-off, and the 
game was paused in the 10th 
minute so that both teams could 
offer up a further 60 seconds of 
applause. Napoli were playing in 
a special blue-and-white striped 
kit, designed to pay homage to Ma-
radona’s Argentina. Earlier in the 
day, the mayor of Naples had con-
firmed that this stadium will be re-
named after the player.

Here was a city in mourning, 
struggling to find the right way to 
say farewell to a footballer who 
felt more like a family member. For 
four days, fans had come to light 
a candle and say a prayer before 
the famous mural of Maradona in 
via Emanuele de Deo. On Sunday 
morning, Corrado Ferlaino, the 
man who signed him as Napoli 
president, made his own pilgrim-
age there, followed by the great 
former Roma winger Bruno Conti.

The truest tribute, though, 
could only take place on the pitch. 
Maradona transcended football in 
Naples, his name becoming short-
hand for exaggerated brilliance in 
any context – even for those who 
never saw him kick a ball. Yet it 
was through this sport that we 
knew him. The free-kick scored by 
Lorenzo Insigne after half an hour 
seemed to channel his talent. It 
was, as the club’s website later put 
it, “not just a goal, but a citation.”

The shooting angle did not look 
inviting from just outside the left-
hand corner of the Roma box, but 
Insigne whipped the ball over a 

two-man wall with a velocity that 
gave Antonio Mirante no chance, 
beating the keeper at his near post. 
Immediately, the forward turned 
and sprinted 50 yards towards 
the dugout, retrieving a shirt with 
Maradona’s name on. He kissed it 
repeatedly, before holding it up for 
the cameras.

No player might have felt this 
moment as powerfully as Insig-
ne, Napoli’s captain and the only 
Neapolitan in their team on Sun-
day night. “Our idol is gone, and it 
hurts,” he said at full-time. “Today 
we wanted to put on a great show 
and get the right result for him and 
this city, which is suffering. This 
had looked like a tricky fixture for 
Napoli, against opponents who 
had gone 16 league games with-
out defeat. The league standings 
showed Roma with one loss, but 
that was imposed on them as pun-
ishment for an administrative er-
ror made while registering players 
for their 0-0 draw against Verona 
at the start of the campaign. They 
had won their last five matches by 
an aggregate score of 15-1.

Napoli, meanwhile, had lost 
to Milan in their last league fix-
ture and were in danger of getting 
cut adrift from Serie A’s leading 
pack. They were missing club re-
cord signing Victor Osimhen up 
front and Tiémoué Bakayoko in 
midfield. Only the superstitious 
could find some positive in the 
latter player’s absence – he would 
be replaced in the side by Diego 
Demme, whose name was chosen 
by a Maradona-obsessed father.

Gennaro Gattuso had ques-
tioned Napoli’s mindset after that 
defeat by Milan, saying his players 
had the talent to compete with 
anyone but not the killer instinct. 
He could not have repeated those 
accusations on Sunday, as Napoli 
pressed their advantage without 
mercy once Insigne had broken the 
deadlock.

Further goals followed from 

Fabián Ruiz, Dries Mertens and 
Matteo Politano, with plenty of 
Maradona-esque magic along the 
way. Mario Rui launched the attack 
that led to the second goal with an 
audacious backheel volley from 
the edge of his own box. Politano 
went on a solo slalom between 
three defenders before rounding 
the keeper for the fourth.

Corriere dello Sport might have 
been getting carried away with a 
front-page headline declaring that 
“Maradona won”. But these were 
goals, as the website Napolista 
put it, “in His style”, and perhaps a 
team performance as well.

A common recollection among 
Maradona’s former team-mates at 
Napoli is how he would never re-
proach them for failing to match 
his high standards, offering only 
encouragement when they made 
a sloppy touch or missed pass. Such 
words came to mind as Gattuso re-
flected on their performance this 
Sunday, saying “I saw a team that 
helped itself, not a group of footbal-
lers telling each other to get lost.”

The manager is not one to get 
lost in sentimentality for long. 
During his post-game interview on 
Sky Sport, he redirected another 
question about Maradona into an 
answer about the ongoing pan-
demic. “The air we breathe is sad,” 
he said, “but in my opinion right 
now the city needs to have good 
sense too. There are too many peo-
ple without masks.

“Maradona is a legend. Every-
one in Naples knows who he is. 
But, in this moment, we need to be 
smart, or we will all pay the con-
sequences. I understand the affec-
tion, I understand the atmosphere. 
But I hope that from tomorrow 
people will start to do what they 
should, because it’s a shame, the 
city is suffering a lot.”

That truth was evident in the 
emptiness of the stands where 
Insigne went to lay down flowers 
before the game began.  

JONAHAN LIEW
London, 30 Nov 
[theGuardian]: Edin-
son Cavani, the Manches-
ter United striker, could 
face a three-game ban 
if the Football Associa-
tion deems that he used 
discriminatory or racist 
language in an Instagram 
story shared from his ac-
count on Sunday evening.

The FA has con-
firmed it is investigat-
ing the post, which was 
published shortly after 
United’s 3-2 win against 
Southampton, in which 
Cavani scored two goals 
after coming on as a half-
time substitute.

In the post – which 
was later deleted – the 
words “gracias negrito!” 
are used to thank a fol-
lower congratulating Ca-
vani on his performance 
in the match at St Mary’s.

Social media postings 
are covered by FA Rule 
E3, and if a comment is 
deemed to include a ref-
erence to a person’s eth-
nic origin, colour, race 
or nationality, then that 

will be regarded as a po-
tential aggravating factor 
in any punishment. The 
rules also make it clear 
that the owners of social 
media accounts are re-
sponsible for any content 
posted from their ac-
count, whether by them-
selves or by a third party.

Additionally, deleting 
an inappropriate post 
does not necessarily pre-
vent a sanction from be-
ing imposed. Last year, 
Manchester City’s Ber-
nardo Silva was banned 
for one match after 
posting and then delet-
ing a tweet comparing 
his teammate Benjamin 
Mendy to the cartoon fig-
ure on a brand of Spanish 
chocolate.

If the FA decides to 
pursue the case it will 
write to Cavani in the 
next few days asking for 
his written observations. 
Any charge must be is-
sued by next Monday.

The word in question 
– “negrito” – brings back 
into light the infamous 
row that took place be-

tween Cavani’s friend 
and Uruguay teammate 
Luis Suárez and Patrice 
Evra during a game be-
tween Liverpool and 
Manchester United in 
2011. It was the word 
Suárez was believed to 
have said to Evra; the 
striker later admitted he 
said “negro” but did so 
in a friendly manner that 
is common in Uruguay. 
However, the FA’s disci-
plinary panel rejected 
this explanation, deem-
ing Suárez had used the 
word in a derogatory 
manner and that while 
he is not a racist, he had 
been racially abusive to 
Evra. Suárez was subse-
quently fined £40,000 
and banned for eight 
matches.

At the start of this 
season, the FA issued fresh 
guidelines on racist lan-
guage and behaviour on 
social media, with offenc-
es carrying a minimum 
ban of three matches. 
Manchester United were 
not available for comment 
on Sunday night.
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Brazil’s Bolsonaro suffers wave 
of defeats in mayoral races

SAO PAULO (AP): Pres-
ident Jair Bolsonaro 
suffered big losses in 
Brazil’s just-complet-
ed municipal elections, 
with only five mayoral 
candidates he supported 
winning their races and 
none of them in the most 
important cities.

The president’s worst 
rebuff came in his home-
town of Rio de Janeiro, 
where Mayor Marcelo 
Crivella was battered in 
a runoff election Sunday, 
losing to his center-right 
predecessor, Eduardo 
Paes, by 64% to 36%. 
Crivella, an evangelical 
pastor, repeatedly used 
the president in his cam-
paign to try to turn his 
fortunes.

Another big defeat for 
Bolsonaro came in For-
taleza, Brazil’s fifth most 
populous city, where 
little known center-left 
candidate Sarto Nogueira 
topped Wagner Gomes, 
the president’s favorite, 
51.5% to 48.5%. Gomes 
had led opinion polls 
before the campaign be-
gan and often displayed 
Bolsonaro’s support, but 
he sought to distance 
himself in the campaign’s 
waning days.

A Bolsonaro candi-
date also lost in Belem, 
one of the capitals of the 
Amazon, though it was 
a close vote. Leftist Ed-
milson Rodrigues edged 
Everaldo Iguchi and will 
be the city’s mayor for a 
third time.

The poor showing by 
Bolsonaro’s candidates 
began shaping up in the 
first round of municipal 
elections two weeks ago.

Sao Paulo, a metrop-

olis of more than 12 
million people that is 
Brazil’s biggest city, gave 
just 10% of its vote to 
Bolsonaro’s candidate, 
Celso Russomanno, who 
finished fourth. Sunday’s 
runoff was between two 
critics of the president, 
and resulted in cen-
ter-right Mayor Bruno 
Covas easily winning 
reelection over social-
ist Guilherme Boulos by 
60% to 40%.

Other candidates sup-
ported by Bolsonaro also 
failed to make it into Sun-
day’s runoffs in losing by 
wide margins in populat-
ed state capitals like Belo 
Horizonte, Recife and 
Manaus. His candidate 
also lost in Santos, one of 
the most important cities 
of Sao Paulo state.

Of the 78 candidates 
who even ran by add-
ing Bolsonaro’s name to 
their own on the ballot, 

only one won and that 
was one of the presi-
dent’s sons, according 
to Brazil’s top electoral 
court. Carlos Bolsonaro, 
a key member of his fa-
ther’s social media team, 
kept his seat on the Rio 
council with more than 
71,000 votes — though 
that was fewer than 
the 106,000 he got four 
years ago.

“Bolsonaro is clearly 
the biggest loser of the 
mayoral races,” said Car-
los Melo, a political sci-
ence professor at Insper 
University. “He failed to 
start a party, he failed 
to make his candidates 
stronger. It was almost 
as if he ignored these 
elections, but they gave a 
lot of leverage to parties 
he will have to talk to in 
congress. He is a weak-
er president because of 
these defeats.”

The five Bolsonaro 

mayoral candidates who 
won did so in mid-size 
cities.

In the first round two 
weeks ago, two candi-
dates endorsed by the 
president won outright. 
Francisco de Assis de Mo-
raes Souza, better known 
as Mao Santa (Holy 
Hand), won in Parnaiba, 
a city of 150,000 people 
in the impoverished state 
of Piaui. Gustavo Nunes 
was elected in Ipatinga, 
a prosperous city with an 
iron-ore based economy 
and 263,000 residents.

The three who won 
their runoffs Sunday re-
ceived the president’s 
endorsement only after 
the first vote. Tiao Bo-
calom won in Rio Bran-
co, a state capital of 
400,000 people near the 
border with Bolivia. Ro-
berto Naves was elect-
ed in Anapolis, a city 
of 360,000 in central 

Brazil. Nelson Ruas dos 
Santos won in Sao Gon-
calo, a city of 337,000 
outside Rio.

Some of the winners 
Sunday who weren’t 
backed by Bolsonaro 
sent messages that their 
allies took to be aimed at 
the president.

“It is possible to be 
in politics without ha-
tred,” Sao Paulo’s incum-
bent mayor said after 
his victory. “There are 
only a few days left for 
denialists and obscuran-
tism.” Sao Paulo Gov. Joao 
Doria, the main sponsor 
of Covas’ candidacy, is a 
potential bidder for the 
presidency in 2022.

Eduardo Paes, the 
winner in Rio, said his 
triumph was “a victory of 
politics over radicalism.”

After voting in Rio, 
Bolsonaro did not reply 
about the poor showing 
of his candidates.

Iran holds funeral for slain 
military nuclear scientist

TEHRAN, Iran (AP): Iran held a funer-
al service Monday for the slain scientist 
who founded its military nuclear pro-
gram two decades ago, with the Islamic 
Republic’s defense minister vowing to 
continue the man’s work “with more 
speed and more power.”

An honor guard carried the cas-
ket containing the body of Mohsen 
Fakhrizadeh, who reportedly was 
gunned down in a military-style am-
bush Friday that Iranian officials have 
blamed on Israel. An arm of Iranian 
state television, citing an anonymous 
source, reported Monday that a weap-
on recovered from the scene appeared 
to be Israeli.

Israel, long suspected of killing Ira-
nian nuclear scientists over the last de-
cade, has declined to comment on the 
attack.

Fakhrizadeh headed Iran’s so-called 
AMAD program, which Israel and the 
West have alleged was a military opera-
tion looking at the feasibility of building 
a nuclear weapon. The International 
Atomic Energy Agency says that “struc-
tured program” ended in 2003. U.S. in-
telligence agencies concurred with that 
assessment in a 2007 report.

Israel insists Iran still maintains the 
ambition of developing nuclear weap-
ons, pointing to Tehran’s ballistic mis-
sile program and research into other 
technologies. Iran long has maintained 
its nuclear program is peaceful.

Monday’s service took place at an 
outdoor portion of Iran’s Defense Min-
istry in Tehran, with officials including 
Revolutionary Guard chief Gen. Hossein 
Salami, the Guard’s Quds Force leader 
Gen. Esmail Ghaani, civilian nuclear 
program chief Ali Akbar Sahei and In-
telligence Minister Mamoud Alavi. They 
sat apart from each other and wore 
masks due to the coronavirus pandem-
ic as reciters melodically read portions 
of the Quran and religious texts.

Defense Minister Gen. Amir Hatami 
gave a speech after kissing Fakhriza-
deh’s casket and putting his forehead 
against it. He said Fakhrizadeh’s kill-
ing would make Iranians “more united, 
more determined.”

“For the continuation of your path, 
we will continue with more speed and 
more power,” Hatami said in comments 
aired live by state television.

Hatami also criticized countries 
that hadn’t condemned Fakhrizadeh’s 
killing, warning: “This will catch up 
with you someday.” Overnight, the Unit-
ed Arab Emirates, which just reached a 
normalization deal with Israel, issued 
a statement condemning “the heinous 
assassination.” The UAE, home to Abu 
Dhabi and Dubai, warned it “could fur-
ther fuel conflict in the region.”

Last year, the UAE found itself in the 
middle of an escalating series of inci-

dents between Iran and the U.S. Though 
long suspicious of Iran’s nuclear pro-
gram, the Emirates has said it wants 
to de-escalate the crisis. The UAE just 
started passenger air service to Israel 
and Israelis are expected to vacation in 
the country over Hanukkah in the com-
ing days.

Hatami also called the nuclear ar-
senal of the U.S. — and the stockpile of 
atomic bombs Israel long has been sus-
pected of holding — “the most danger-
ous threat against humanity.”

Mourners later buried Fakhrizadeh 
in the courtyard of Imamzadeh Saleh 
mosque in north Tehran.

Just after the burial, state TV’s En-
glish-language Press TV reported a 
weapon recovered from the scene of 
the attack bore ”“the logo and specifi-
cations of the Israeli military industry.” 
State TV’s Arabic-language channel, Al-
Alam, claimed the weapons used were 
“controlled by satellite,” a claim also 
made Sunday by the semiofficial Fars 
news agency.

Ali Shamkhani, the secretary of the 
country’s Supreme National Security 
Council, separately told state TV that 
Iran’s enemies had launched “a number 
of failed operations” against Fakhriza-
deh in the past.

“This time, the enemy applied a 
completely new, professional and so-
phisticated method,” Shamkhani said, 
without elaborating.

In response to the killing, Iran’s 
parliament has begun a review of a 
bill that would stop inspections by the 
International Atomic Energy Agency. 
The nuclear watchdog has provided an 
unprecedented, real-time look at Iran’s 
civilian nuclear program following the 
country’s 2015 nuclear deal with world 
powers.

The deal has unraveled after Pres-
ident Donald Trump’s unilateral 2018 
withdrawal of the U.S. from the accord. 
Iran’s civilian atomic program has since 
continued its experiments and now en-
riches a growing uranium stockpile up 
to 4.5% purity.

That’s still far below weapons-grade 
levels of 90%, though experts warn 
Iran now has enough low-enriched 
uranium to reprocess into fuel for at 
least two atomic bombs if it chose to 
pursue them. The proposed bill report-
edly also would require Iran’s civilian 
atomic program to produce at least 120 
kilograms (265 pounds) of uranium en-
riched to 20% — a short technical step 
to 90%.

Iran’s 290-seat parliament is domi-
nated by hard-liners who likely would 
support the bill. It ultimately would 
have to be approved by Iran’s Guardian 
Council. Supreme Leader Ayatollah Ali 
Khamenei also has final say on all mat-
ters of state.

Sri Lankan prison riot leaves 
6 inmates dead, 35 injured

Suspected extremists kill at 
least 40 farmers in Nigeria

COLOMBO, Sri Lanka (AP): Six in-
mates were killed and 35 others were 
injured when guards opened fire to 
control a riot at a prison on the out-
skirts of Sri Lanka’s capital, officials 
said Monday. Two guards were critical-
ly injured, they said.

Pandemic-related unrest has been 
growing in Sri Lanka’s overcrowded 
prisons. Inmates have staged protests 
in recent weeks at several prisons as 
the number of coronavirus cases surges 
in the facilities.

Police spokesman Ajith Rohana said 
inmates created “unrest” Sunday at Ma-
hara prison, about 15 kilometers (10 
miles) north of Colombo, and officials 
attempted to control the situation.

But “the unrest situation turned into 
a prison riot,” he said, adding that pris-
oners tried to take control of the prison 
and hundreds attempted to escape.

The inmates “reportedly destroyed 
most of the property including offices 
inside the prison,” Rohana said.

The guards opened fire, and the 
clash left six inmates dead and 35 in-
jured, he said. Two prison officers were 
critically injured.

He said hundreds of additional po-
lice were deployed to help the guards 
and strengthen security around the 
prison.

An inmate was killed in similar un-
rest at another prison last week. Anoth-
er died in March.

More than a thousand inmates in 

five prisons have tested positive for the 
coronavirus and at least two have died. 
About 50 prison guards have also test-
ed positive.

Senaka Perera, a lawyer with the 
Committee for Protecting Rights of 
Prisoners, said the inmates at Maha-
ra prison had been frustrated because 
their pleas for coronavirus testing and 
separation of infected prisoners had 
been ignored by officials for more than 
a month.

On Monday, about 500 relatives of 
inmates gathered in front of the prison 
and urged the authorities to provide in-
formation about the prisoners and en-
sure their safety.

Sujeewa Silva said her son has 
been detained at the facility for seven 
months after being arrested on drug 
charges. “I want to know whether he is 
safe. I asked the officers, please tell me 
the condition of my son,” she said.

Sri Lankan prisons are highly con-
gested with more than 26,000 inmates 
crowded into facilities with a capacity 
of 10,000.

Sri Lanka has experienced an up-
surge in the coronavirus since last 
month when two clusters — one cen-
tered at a garment factory and other at 
a fish market — emerged in Colombo 
and its suburbs.

Confirmed cases from the two clus-
ters have reached 19,449. Sri Lanka has 
reported a total number of 22,988 coro-
navirus cases, including 109 fatalities.

MAIDGURI, Nigeria (AP): 
Suspected members 
of the Islamic militant 
group Boko Haram killed 
at least 40 rice farmers 
and fishermen in Nigeria 
as they were harvesting 
crops in the country’s 
northern state of Borno, 
officials said. One said 
the death toll could rise 
to about 60 people.

The attack Saturday 
in a rice field in Garin 
Kwashebe came on the 
same day that residents 
were casting votes for 
the first time in 13 years 
to elect local councils, al-
though many didn’t go to 
cast their ballots.

The farmers were 
reportedly rounded up 
and summarily killed 
by armed insurgents in 
retaliation for refusing 
to pay extortion to one 
militant.

Malam Zabarmari, 
a leader of a rice farm-
ers association in Borno 
state, confirmed the mas-
sacre to The Associated 
Press, saying at least 40 
and up to 60 people could 
have been killed. Nige-
rian President Muham-
madu Buhari expressed 
grief over the killings.

“I condemn the kill-
ing of our hardworking 
farmers by terrorists in 
Borno State. The entire 
country is hurt by these 
senseless killings. My 
thoughts are with their 
families in this time of 
grief,” he said.

Buhari said the gov-
ernment had given the 
armed forces everything 
needed “to take all nec-
essary steps to protect 

the country’s popula-
tion and its territory.” A 
member of the House of 
Representatives, Ahmed 
Satomi, who represents 
the Jere Federal constit-
uency of Borno, said at 
least 44 burials were tak-
ing place Sunday.

“Farmers and fisher-
men were killed in cold 
blood. Over 60 farmers 
were affected, but we 
only have so far received 
44 corpses from the 
farms,” the lawmaker 
said.

Boko Haram and a 
breakaway faction, the 
Islamic State West Afri-
ca Province, are both ac-
tive in the region. Boko 
Haram’s more than de-
cade-long insurgency 
has left thousands dead 
and displaced tens of 
thousands. Officials say 
Boko Haram members 
often force villagers to 
pay illegal taxes by tak-
ing their livestock or 
crops but some villagers 
have begun to resist the 
extortion. Satomi said 
the farmers in Garin 
Kwashebe were attacked 
because they had dis-
armed and arrested a 
Boko Haram gunman on 
Friday who had been tor-
menting them.

“A lone gunman, who 
was a member of Boko 
Haram came to harass 
the farmers by ordering 
them to give him money 
and also cook for him. 
While he was waiting for 
the food to be cooked, the 
farmers seized the mo-
ment he stepped into the 
toilet to snatch his rifle 
and tied him up,” he said. 
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COWGIRL COOL! The actress, Amber Heard looks 
striking in all black while horseback riding in Hollywood.
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EtCETERA

Aries:
2 + 2 doesn’t always equal 4. Sometimes, it adds up to 17. At 
other times, 22. The point is, the world of mysteries cannot be 
quantified or explained logically. It can only be perceived by 
those who listen to their hearts and believe that this Universe we 
exist in is a magical place. So, open your eyes to miracles that 
surround you. Listen to the messages in the chirping of the birds 
and swaying of the winds. 
Tip: There are messages coming through to you from the un-
seen realms, if only you care to listen.
Taurus:
What if we’re all just living in a simulation, Taurus? What if the 
things we’re chasing are not the things that will matter to us in 
the end? It’s time to rethink your life. It’s time to remember your 
sacred purpose. Most importantly, it’s a time to find a balance 
between the ‘doing’ and the ‘being’ aspect of existence. So, al-
low yourself to hit the pause button and be in the moment.
Tip: Pause. Breathe. The present is where the magic is at.
Gemini:
The energy of the eclipse is likely to derail a host of plans, and 
that’s okay. Stop. Breathe. Come back to the present. The cards 
want you to remember that you are where you are supposed to 
be, even though it may not seem so at the moment. So, trust in 
the divine unfolding. Trust in the divine unfolding. Trust in the 
divine unfolding. Everything will work out better than you could 
have ever imagined.
Tip: You are where you are supposed to be.
Cancer:
What if we accepted that life is but a game of trial-and-error; that 
whoever came up with the quote ‘you win some, you lose some’ 

was indeed a wise one? First things first, Cancer: make peace 
with failure. Nay! Make love to failure. Know that unless you trip 
and fall, you won’t learn to find your way in this big, bad world. 
On the upside, you are gifted with the ability to think on your feet. 
Remember this superpower as and when you find yourself stuck 
in an obstacle race. 
Tip: You possess the uncanny ability to land on your feet.
Leo:
'Find what you love and let it kill you’ is a big mood in the Leo 
headquarters. Bukowski’s wisdom is inspiring you to immerse 
yourself in your art and become intoxicated by what you are 
creating. Remember, this is your prayer to the divine forces. A 
personal dialogue between you and existence. So, release your-
self from the burden of other people's expectations and remain 
authentic to your message.
Tip:  It's a 'find what you love and let it kill you’ kind of day.
Virgo:
Hello and welcome to the Virgo show! You’re really feeling 
yourself this week, and your inner alignment is bringing all the 
right opportunities to the yard. So, don’t be afraid to stand in 
your power or own your place in this world. Learning to take 
initiative will take your career to a whole new level. As will 
putting a price on your work unapologetically.
Tip: Reclaim your power.
Libra:
Libra, you’re channeling the peacock spirit today as you 
dance to your own tune and sing your own song. All the world 
is your stage, and embracing your unique gifts is what makes 
this play all the more delicious. Remember, what you’re cre-
ating (or offering) now is your prayer to the Universe. A sa-

cred communion between you and the divine forces. So, stay 
authentic to your message and let go of the burden of other 
people’s validation.
Tip: Embrace what makes you unique and different!
Scorpio:
Dreaming up a project is just as important as getting your 
hands dirty and delivering what you've signed up for. Today, 
you're being encouraged to step away from the daily grind 
and focus on vision boarding; consume art and cinema that 
gets your creative juices flowing. For those who prefer to be 
active, a walk in the wild is also a wonderful way to attract 
‘aha’ moments into your experience. PS: The Universe is al-
ways communicating with us through signs and symbols, if 
only you care to listen. 
Tip: You're dreaming a new project into being.
Sagittarius:
What if we said you can have your cake and eat it too? ‘Abun-
dance’ is your magic word this week, and it comes from a 
deep inner knowing that the more you give, the more you will 
receive from Spirit. It's all about staying connected to the 
cosmic flow. But that doesn't mean you won't be faced with 
delays and difficulties, or that the people you're counting 
on will always come through. Make it a habit to look at the 
bright side. You'll give your blessings the power to multiply 
as you do.
Tip: ‘Abundance’ is your magic word, Sagittarius.
Capricorn:
Hello, and welcome to the full moon party! Things are getting 
wild around here—and you’re loving every minute of it. This 
energy is giving you that much needed shot of courage and 

inspiring you to step into the centre stage, where you belong. 
It's true that there is a lot that’s predetermined. Parts of our story 
are written in the stars for us. But, the Universe doesn't send us 
here without the power of choice. So use your free will to redirect 
the script and know that you'll look back at this moment with joy 
in your heart.
Tip: It’s time to step into the spotlight, baby! You so, so deserve 
this.
Aquarius:
We tend to look at everything in our world as transactional. 
There’s a certain expectation attached to our actions. But, what 
if you chose to unlearn this pattern? What if you learned to give 
for the joy of giving, and nothing else? Today, you’re being asked 
to focus on that sense of expansion within your heart, act upon 
your inner guidance, and bring warmth to the lives of those 
around you. Embracing the virtue of selflessness is the secret to 
raising your vibrations.
Tip: Give for the joy of giving and nothing else!
Pisces:
The trouble is, we're too hung up on success—obsessed 
with the idea of making it big. But, what if we chose to 
celebrate the journey as well as the destination? What if 
we chose to honour each and every experience as a life 
lesson? Today, you're being asked to make love to the fail-
ures. To offer them a prayer of gratitude and your utmost 
respect. You wouldn't have become the person you are to-
day if it weren't for their presence. The real question is: will 
you give up on your dreams or continue to walk the path 
you have chosen?
Tip: Make love to the failures.

'Apne 2' to release on Diwali 2021 in 
theatres, Karan Deol joins family for sequel

AR Rahman becomes BAFTA 
Breakthrough India ambassador

Dave Prowse, actor who played 
Darth Vader, dies at 85

David Prowse made 
Darth Vader leap off 
the page and on to big 
screen: George Lucas
Los Angeles, Nov 30 (PTI): Film-
maker George Lucas paid tributes to 
David Prowse, the man behind the 
Darth Vader mask in the original "Star 
Wars" trilogy, saying the late actor 
brought a physicality to the role that 
was essential for the character.

Prowse, an English actor and for-
mer bodybuilder, died on early Satur-
day morning at the age of 85 following 
a brief illness.

"David brought a physicality to 
Darth Vader that was essential for the 
character. He made Vader leap off the 
page and on to the big screen, with an 
imposing stature and movement per-
formance to match the intensity and 
undercurrent of Vader's presence," 
Lucas, the creator of "Star Wars" film 
franchise, said in a statement to The 
Hollywood Reporter.

Lucas first spotted Prowse in Stan-
ley Kubrick's dystopian crime film "A 
Clockwork Orange" in 1971 and asked 
the actor to audition for the roles of 
Vader and the endearing Chewbacca.

The actor chose to try out for the 
part of Vader, who went on to become 
one of the most iconic villains in pop-
ular culture, and when asked why, he 
replied, "Everyone remembers the vil-
lain."

"David was up for anything and 
contributed to the success of what 
would become a memorable, tragic 
figure. May he rest in peace," Lucas 
said on Sunday.

Prowse physically played Vader for 
much of the Sith Lord's screen time 
and reputedly even got to speak his 
lines on set, though his west country 
accent were dubbed over with those 
of American actor James Earl Jones in 
post-production, and many of the fight 
scenes featured British Olympic fencer 
Bob Anderson.

Prowse once claimed he was ini-
tially told that he would be seen and 
heard at the end of 1983's "Return of 
the Jedi", the final film in the origi-
nal "Star Wars" trilogy, when Vader's 
mask was removed. Instead, British 
stage actor Sebastian Shaw was used 
by Lucas. 

FIR against casting director on 
charge of raping TV actress

Mumbai, Nov 30 (PTI): Mumbai police 
have registered an FIR against a casting 
director for allegedly raping a 26- year-
old TV actress under the pretext of mar-
riage, a police official said on Monday.

The FIR was registered last week af-
ter the actress submitted an application 
at Versova police station here, accusing 
the casting director of raping her at var-
ious locations in the city after promising 
to marry her, the official said.

The accused, also aged 26, and the 
victim knew each other since the last 
two years, he said.

The accused had assured the actress 
that he will marry her, but when he lat-
er refused to do so, the woman lodged 
the First Information Report (FIR), the 
official said.

"We have registered the FIR 
against the accused under Indian Pe-
nal Code Section 376 (rape). No ar-
rest has been made.

We are conducting an investigation 
into the case," Versova's senior police 
inspector Raghvendra Thakur said.

Mumbai, Nov 30 (PTI): Actor Sunny 
Deol on Monday announced he is set to 
collaborate with his son, actor Karan 
Deol for the sequel of "Apne", which will 
also feature his father, veteran star Dhar-
mendra and actor-brother Bobby Deol.

The film, which was officially an-
nounced by Dharmendra on Sunday, will 
have a Diwali 2021 theatrical release.

Sunny shared the update on Twitter 
and said he is looking forward to work-
ing on the film.

"With the blessings of Babaji and 
your love, all of us will be seen together, 
again. Feeling blessed to get a chance to 
work with my father, brother again this 
time with my son. #Apne2, in cinemas 
Diwali 2021," the actor said.

"Apne 2" will be directed by Anil Shar-
ma, who also helmed the 2007 hit drama, 
and will be produced by Deepak Mukut.

Karan, who made his debut with his 
father's directorial "Pal Pal Dil Ke Paas" 

in 2019, said "Apne 2" will be special as 
he is collaborating with his family.

"On the auspicious day of #Gu-
ruNanak Jayanti, elated to announce 
#Apne2! Releasing Diwali 2021! This 
ones going to be extra special. Thank 
you so much @anilsharma_dir sir and @
deepakmukut sir for making this possi-
ble," he wrote on Instagram.

"Apne" was a sports drama that fea-
tured Dharmendra as a disgraced former 
boxer who tries to reclaim lost respect in 
his career through his sons.

Its sequel will go on floors in March.
"Apne" marked the first time the 

Deols came together onscreen.
Dharmendra, Sunny and Bobby re-

united for the comedy "Yamla Pagla De-
ewana" in 2011.

The trio featured in two more films in 
the franchise, "Yamla Pagla Deewana 2" 
(2013) and "Yamla Pagla Deewana: Phir 
Se" in 2018.

Mumbai, Nov 30 (PTI): Academy 
Award-winning music composer AR 
Rahman on Monday was announced as 
the ambassador for the British Acade-
my of Film and Television Arts' (BAFTA) 
'Breakthrough Initiative'.

The initiative, supported by Netflix, 
aims to identify, celebrate, and support 
up to five talents working in film, games, 
or TV in India.

Rahman said he is thrilled to work 
with BAFTA to discover talent that the 
country has to offer.

"This is a unique opportunity for 
promising artists to be supported by a 
world-renowned organisation, to not 
only make connections with other 
talented creatives across the world but 
to be mentored by BAFTA-winners and 
nominees.

"I am looking forward to seeing 
the brilliant talent chosen from In-
dia to be showcased on a global 
stage," the 53-year-old composer 
said in a statement.

The flagship new talent initiative, 
applications for which are now open, 
is part of BAFTA's year-round work to 

support new talent, operating alongside 
their awards ceremonies worldwide.

According to a press statement, 
BAFTA Breakthrough India will help fa-
cilitate the development of relationships 
between British talent and India's home-
grown creatives.

Amanda Berry OBE, Chief Executive 
of BAFTA, said Rahman shares the team's 
passion for identifying and nurturing 
new talent and they were grateful for his 
support.

"He is well positioned to support the 
initiative, with his broad spectrum of 
work drawing recognition across Hindi, 
Tamil, and Telugu films, which will help 
BAFTA to appeal to a wide section of the 
industry," Berry added.

As part of BAFTA Breakthrough India, 
a jury of British and Indian industry ex-
perts will select five talents from across 
India to take part in the year-long men-
toring and guidance programme.

The participants will receive one-to-
one mentoring, global networking op-
portunities, free access to BAFTA events 
and screenings for 12 months, and full 
voting BAFTA membership.

LONDON (AP): Dave Prowse, the British 
weightlifter-turned-actor who was the body, 
though not the voice, of arch-villain Darth 
Vader in the original “Star Wars” trilogy, has 
died. He was 85.

Prowse died Saturday after a short illness, 
his agent Thomas Bowington said Sunday.

Born in Bristol, southwest England, 
in 1935, Prowse was a three-time British 
weightlifting champion and represented En-
gland in weightlifting at the 1962 Common-
wealth Games before breaking into movies 
with roles that emphasized 
his commanding size, in-
cluding Frankenstein’s 
monster in a pair of Ham-
mer Studios horror films.

Director George Lucas 
saw Prowse in a small part 
in “A Clockwork Orange” 
and asked the 6-foot-6-
inch (almost 2-meter) 
actor to audition for the 
villainous Vader or the 
Wookie Chewbacca in “Star 
Wars.” Prowse later told 
the BBC he chose Darth 
Vader because “you always 
remember the bad guys.”

Physically, Prowse was perfect for the 
part. Yet his lilting English West Country ac-
cent was considered less than ideal and his 
lines were dubbed by James Earl Jones.

Prowse donned Darth Vader’s black ar-
mor and helmet for “Star Wars” (1977), “The 
Empire Strikes Back” (1980) and “Return of 
the Jedi” (1983).

He expressed some regret that, thanks to 
Vader’s mask, “I can walk around with com-
plete anonymity.”

“All actors crave recognition and I’d like to 
have some like Luke Skywalker and Han Solo,” 
he told The Associated Press in 1980. “For-
tune tends to follow fame.” Lucas said Prowse 
“brought a physicality to Darth Vader that 
was essential for the character.”

“He made Vader leap off the page and on 
to the big screen, with an imposing stature 
and movement performance to match the 
intensity and undercurrent of Vader’s pres-
ence,” the director said in a statement on the 
official “Star Wars” website. “David was up 

for anything and contributed to the success of 
what would become a memorable, tragic fig-
ure. May he rest in peace.”

Prowse also worked as a trainer for other 
actors, helping Christopher Reeve prepare to 
be the Man of Steel in hit 1978 film “Super-
man.” Prowse was also known to a generation 
of British children as the Green Cross Code 
Man, a superhero in road safety advertise-
ments during the 1970s and ’80s.

Prowse suffered from arthritis for many 
years and campaigned to raise money for re-

search into disease. In 1999 he was made a 
Member of the Order of the British Empire by 
Queen Elizabeth II for his services to charity 
and road safety.

He was a regular at “Star Wars” fan events 
but was banned from official conventions by 
Lucas in 2010 after the pair fell out.

Mark Hamill, who played Luke Skywalker 
in the “Star Wars” films, tweeted that Prowse 
was “a kind man & much more than Darth 
Vader.” Hamill said the actor “loved his fans as 
much as they loved him. #RIP.”

“Shaun of the Dead” director-writer 
Edgar Wright also paid tribute to Prowse 
on Twitter.

“As a kid, Dave Prowse couldn’t be more 
famous to me; stalking along corridors as evil 
incarnate in the part of Darth Vader & stop-
ping a whole generation of kiddies from be-
ing mown down in street as the Green Cross 
Code man,” he wrote. “Rest in Peace, Bristol’s 
finest.” Prowse is survived by his wife Norma 
and their three children.


