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ESSAYS ON TEESTA, HYDEL AND 
CLIMATE CHANGE IN SIKKIM
The SummitTimes Spotlight series now in a book!
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RACHNA BOOKS, Development Area; KANDOIKA, New Market; 

JAINCO, Metro Point; GOOD BOOKS, MG Marg

For trade and other enquiries, 

contact Lokta Books at loktabooks@gmail.com 

or call us at +91 891 860 6209;  +91 983 208 0753
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G !"#$%&', 06 S()* (IPR): A 

high-level coordination meet-

ing regarding the completion 

and inauguration of the Chen-

rizig Singkham Riwo Potala 

project at Pelling, which is slat-

ed to be inaugurated on 08 Oc-

tober by the Chief Minister was 

held today at the project site led 

by Minister, Building and Hous-

ing Department, DT Lepcha, 

accompanied by MLA Chandra 

Maya Subba, MLA; Mrs. Chief 

Administrator Rinchen Ongmu, 

ADC-Gyalshing Karma Lodey 

Lepcha, SP-West Tenzing Loden 

Lepcha and other HoDs of dif-

ferent line departments and 

of�icials.

Minister Lepcha inspected 

the project site extensively and 

instructed the related depart-

mental of�icials to carry on their 

work with full vigor and zeal. 

He asked the designated 

contractors to work overtime if 

required to deliver quality work 

on schedule. 

He also reminded the 

of�icials and contractors that the 

Chenrizig Singkham Riwo Potala 

was a holy place for pilgrims to 

visit hence the sanctity of the 

place needs to be preserved even 

while work was in progress. 

He urged the departments 

involved to give their all and also 

coordinate efforts in order to 

meet the deadline. He speci�ied 

that the inauguration of such a 

project was an opportunity for 

all related to showcase their 

ability in their own respective 

ways.

Ms Ongmu also spoke on 

similar lines and asked the per-

sonnel involved to be prompt 

and carry forward the project as 

it was a dream project of the CM. 

She also instructed that the 

project should be completed 

within the stipulated time.

Coordination meeting inspects 

Chenrezig statue project site

SUMMIT REPORT

G!&'*./, 06 S()*:

758 BORDER ROADS 

Task Force [BRTF], Proj-

ect Swastik, under the 

guidance of its Chief 

Engineer, Harender Ku-

mar, has restored stalled 

connectivity at Toong in 

North Sikkim on 05 Sept 

within a record period of 

six days.

A press release in-

forms that Project Swas-

tik carried out meticu-

lous planning in moving 

the bridge stores from lo-

cation as far as 100 kms 

and speedily executed 

the construction of 110 ft 

long Bailey bridge within 

two days. The entire task 

of restoration involved 

cutting on the hill side of 

perpetual sinking zone 

and the launching the 

Bailey Bridge on the eat-

er gap.

On this occasion, Di-

rector General, Border 

Roads, Lt Gen Harpal 

Singh, and Additional 

Director General, Bor-

der Roads [Eastern 

Section], VC Mehta, has 

commended Project 

Swastik for theirhard 

work and dedication 

on speedy restoration 

work.

Project Swastik

restores North Sikkim

connectivity

State Govt 

has insulted 

govt school 

land donors: 

SKM
SUMMIT REPORT

G!&'*./, 06 S()*:

Sikkim Krantikari Mor-

cha has alleged that 

the State Government 

has insulted land donors 

of different government 

schools by providing 

them temporary and 

fourth grade jobs. 

On the same, the par-

ty has demanded that 

the government should 

appoint a member each 

from all land donor fami-

lies in a permanent job as 

per their respective edu-

cational quali�ications to 

show deserving respect 

to such donors.

An SKM press re-

lease further mentions 

that the government 

had announced regular 

jobs to a member of land 

donor families but they 

have been provided with 

fourth grade temporary 

jobs instead. This, the 

party alleges was an in-

sult of land donors.

SAGAR CHETTRI

G!&'*./, 06 S()*:

The Sikkim team has 

�inished the U-20 

Youth National Futsal 

Championship 2018 held 

in Bangalore in the fourth 

position. Today, debu-

tant Sikkim team lost to 

Mizoram 2-3 today.

It may be recalled that 

Sikkim had topped its 

group in the league stage 

matches and entered the 

quarter-�inal round. 

In the quarter-�inal 

match, Sikkim thrashed 

Telangana 5-0 but lost to 

Delhi in a penalty shoot-

out in the semi-�inals.

Team captain, Evan 

Thapa, expressed satis-

faction over the team’s 

performance throughout 

the tournament.

“It was our �irst expe-

rience in a national futsal 

tournament and every 

player gave his best. It 

was a great exposure for 

us and this will help us 

perform better in the fu-

ture,” he said.

Sikkim Futsal team 1inishes fourth

at U-20 National Futsal c’ship

SUMMIT REPORT

GANGTOK, 06 SEPT:

A delegation of Retired Em-

ployees Welfare Association 

[REWA], Tadong, led by its presi-

dent, Kuber Chandra Dahal, called 

on Chief Minister Pawan Cham-

ling on 04 Sept. The association 

congratulated the CM becoming 

the longest serving Chief Minister 

of India, a press release informs.

The release adds that the CM 

has accepted the association’s pro-

posal pertaining to their welfare 

and the society as a whole and has 

assured to extend all possible help 

from the State Government.

The CM has also agreed to 

the proposal made by the asso-

ciation with regard to the cel-

ebration of a state-level World 

Senior Citizens’ Day.

The association will be ob-

serving World Senior Citizen Day 

on 01 Oct and will be felicitating 

retired government employees 

above the age of 80 years and el-

derly people above 80 years who 

have made a signi�icant contribu-

tions to the society.

The association has ap-

pealed to all GPUs, Zilla Pancha-

yats, NGOs, area MLAs and Min-

isters to cooperate with the as-

sociation in short-listing names 

for the felicitation programme 

and send their nominations to 

the association along with age 

proof documents and two pass-

port size photographs.

The release also informs that 

the CM has said that the State 

Government will form a board for 

the welfare of senior citizens and 

multi-facility rest house for the 

elderly people in the state while 

assuring introduction of pension-

ers’ health insurance plan.

REWA to felicitate retired govt employees,

senior citizens on Senior Citizens Day SUMMIT REPORT

Gangtok, 06 Sept:

All Sikkim Regular 

SSA Employees As-

sociation has welcomed 

the Chief Minister’s an-

nouncement to provide 

at par bene�its to regular 

SSA teachers as other 

teachers. The CM made 

the announcement on 

the occasion of Teacher’s 

Day on 05 Sept.

Addressing a press 

conference here today, 

while speaking on behalf 

of all regular SSA teachers, 

president of the associa-

tion, Milan Rai, expressed 

gratitude towards the CM 

for the same. 

He further thanked 

the CM for other an-

nouncements and de-

cisions taken in the in-

terest of the teaching 

community of Sikkim. He 

SSA teachers thank CM for

extending at par bene!its

Dzongri

Club gears up 

for 4th Sikkim 

Veterans 

Football 

tourney
SUMMIT REPORT

G!&'*./, 06 S()*:

Dzongri Club, Gangtok, 

is gearing up to or-

ganise the fourth edition 

of the Sikkim Veterans 

Football Tournament 

2018 in a grand manner 

from 15-22 Sept here at 

Paljor Stadium. 

The tournament, 

which is strictly for foot-

ballers above 40 years of 

age, will have more than 

10 teams from Sikkim, 

Siliguri, Darjeeling and 
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expressed belief that the 

State government will 

soon work out on these 

announcements by issu-

ing noti�ications  formal-

izing them.

Responding to me-

dia queries, Mr Rai 

mentioned that despite 

having been regularised 

years back, SSA teachers 

have not been getting 

bene�its at par with other 

teachers of the State like 

medical reimbursement, 

deputation, promotion, 

high altitude allowances 

and others. 

Likewise, associa-

tion general secretary, 

Sonam Tshering Bhutia, 

expressed that the an-

nouncement of the CM 

has now �illed new en-

ergy and zeal among SSA 

teachers.

SSA teachers 

thank CM for

extending...

Dzongri Club gears up for 4th Sikkim Veterans Football tourney

Kalimpong. 

Darjeeling Veterans is the de-

fending champion of the tourna-

ment. Dzongri Club is one of the old-

est and more popular clubs of Sik-

kim formed in the year 1980 and has 

produced many skilled and talented 

footballers from the State.

Addressing a press conference 

here at Paljor Stadium conference 

hall today, the organising committee 

chairperson, Thupten Rapgyal, men-

tioned that this annual tournament 

was mainly a recreational activity 

for ex-footballers and veterans to en-

courage them to stay �it and healthy. 

He added that the tournament 

has also aimed to engage them in 

productive and sporting activities.

“The tournament is also a good 

and rare opportunity for young foot-

ballers to once again watch the game 

of former national and State level 

footballers of the State,” he shared.

Organising committee general 

secretary, Sumeet Thirani, men-

tioned that registration for the tour-

nament will close at 5 PM on 10 Sept 

and the �ixture drawn on 12 Sept at 

1 PM. 

The tournament carries cash 

prizes and trophies. The knockout 

tournament will have matches of 35 

minute halves and allow substitution 

of up to seven players in a match. He 

mentioned that original voter card 

was mandatory for every player to 

show as their age proof.

Dzongri Club executive members 

have extended gratitude towards the 

Department of Sports & Youth Af-

fairs for constant support to the club 

and the tournament. The club has 

also appealed to all to support veter-

an footballers of the State and region 

with their presence.

contd from pg01

G������, 06 S!"� 

[IPR]: Chief Minister 

Pawan Chamling, ac-

companied by Principal 

Secretary-cum-Devel-

opment Commissioner, 

Development Planning, 

Economic Reforms & 

NECA Department, VB 

Pathak, Director, Irene 

O Chankapa, Addition-

al Director, Directorate 

of Economics, Statistics, 

Monitoring & Evaluation, 

SK Pradhan, and of�i-

cers of IT and DESM&E 

launched the State Data 

Sharing and Accessibility 

Platform [SDSAP] portal 

and State Direct Bene�it 

Transfer [DBT] portal.

The SDSAP and State 

DBT portals are infor-

mation management 

systems for quick and 

easy recording and dis-

semination of statistical 

events. The platforms 

are intended to be used 

by all State Government 

departments/PSUs and 

government functionar-

ies to publish data/data 

sets and services of each 

and every department of 

the State Government. It 

intends to disseminate 

authentic and timely of-

�icial statistics and major 

socio-economic indica-

tors in order to increase 

transparency in the 

functioning of the Gov-

ernment and also open 

avenues for many more 

innovative uses of Gov-

ernment data.

The data sharing and 

accessibility platform 

will provide an opportu-

nity not just to improve 

access to information but 

also to specify the new 

data sets and records to 

be collected and pub-

lished. It can also help 

strengthen new data re-

quirements and inform 

where policy updates or 

revisions are necessary.

The portals will 

also help improve and 

strengthen coordination 

among departments, to 

facilitate correct inter-

pretation of data, colla-

tion of key statistical in-

dicators under one plat-

form, to increase trans-

parency, accountability, 

administrative engage-

ment and collaboration 

with respect to data and 

statistical outputs.

Further data camp 

is to be organized by IT 

Department twice a year 

to upload data in the 

portal. In the month of 

April-May, �inal data and 

data-sets of previous Fi-

nancial Year [FY] is to be 

uploaded by all depart-

ments in the SDSAP web 

based portal and in the 

month of Sept-Oct, the 

data of the ensuing FY.

The portals covers of-

�icial statistics, employee 

statistics and salary sta-

tistics, sector statistics 

including SDG indicators, 

works infrastructure sta-

tistics, statistics on reg-

istered and operational 

enterprises, statistics 

on schemes and DBT of 

schemes.

The Principal Secre-

tary-cum-Development 

Commissioner informed 

that the Government had 

recognized that in this 

age of information, there 

is a need to process, 

strengthen and improve 

the data infrastructure of 

the State.

“Since there is no 

single platform wherein 

all the important sta-

tistics of the State and 

departments converge, 

the SDSAP and State 

DBT portals are being 

developed. The portals 

are intended to be used 

by all State Government 

departments/PSUs and 

government function-

aries to publish data/

data sets of each and 

every department of the 

State Government. It is 

intended to be the State 

Data Repository. Apart 

from enhancing the 

digital policy initiative 

of the Government, the 

portals will also ensure 

creation of a perma-

nent platform for con-

vergence of important 

statistics and timely re-

lease of data/data sets,” 

he added. 

SDSAP & DBT portals launched for quick

and easy statistics management

SUMMIT REPORT

G������, 06 S!"�:

Rongli Rural Project, 

Rongli II Zone, ob-

served Matru Vandana 

Saptah under Pradhan 

Mantri Matri Vandana 

Yojana [PMMVY] at 

Rongli ICDS in East Sik-

kim on 05 Sept in the 

presence of Child Devel-

opment Project Of�icer, 

KB Subba, Supervisor, 

Rongli II Zone, Chimi 

Denka Bhutia, and Super-

visor, Rhenock Zone, Jee-

na Rai, along with ASHAs, 

AWWs, AWHs, pregnant 

women, nursing mothers 

and children, a press re-

lease informs.

The CDPO informed 

about various schemes 

implemented by Central 

and State Governments 

for overall development 

and upliftment of women 

and children. He also em-

phasized on the impor-

tance of PMMVY scheme 

and its bene�its.

“Pregnant women 

and nursing mother who 

have their pregnancy 

on or after 01 Apr 2016 

and women with the �irst 

living child in the fami-

ly is eligible under the 

scheme where she will 

receive cash incentive 

of Rs 5000 in three in-

stallment only for ful-

filling the conditional-

ity of the scheme,” Mr 

Subba added.

Rongli Rural

Project observes Matru

Vandana Saptah

SUMMIT REPORT

G#�$%'(��, 06 S!"�: A 

review meeting of the 

District Development Co-

ordination and Monitor-

ing Committee [DISHA] 

was convened under the 

chairmanship of Mem-

ber of Parliament, Lok 

Sabha, PD Rai, here at the 

conference hall of Bhanu 

Salig in Gyalshing, West 

Sikkim, today.

Addressing the gath-

ering, Mr Rai emphasized 

on the continuous moni-

toring of the ongoing 

works in the concerned 

GPUs and Wards by Zil-

la Panchayats and Pan-

chayats to complete the 

works in time.

He informed that the 

next �ield visit and coor-

dination meeting to the 

aforesaid programme 

will be held in Nov where 

the progress report pre-

sented today must be im-

proved upon. 

He directed Divisional 

Engineer [PMGSY] to mail 

the progress report to all 

Zilla Panchayats and Pan-

chayats for information.

At the outset of the 

programme, a pow-

er-point presentation on 

the progress of PMGSY 

and BSNL Internet con-

nection under Gyalshing 

sub division and Soreng 

sub division was made.

The meeting was also 

attended by Devika Subba 

[Zilla Adhakshya], Ashok 

Gurung [Up-Adhakshya], 

Dr AB Karki [District Col-

lector/West], Zilla Pan-

chayats and Panchayats.

DISHA review meet 

held in Gyalshing

G������, 06 S!"� [IPR]: 

Chief Commissioner for 

Persons with Disabilities 

[Divyangjan], Ministry of 

Social Justice & Empow-

erment, Government of 

India, Dr Kamlesh Kumar 

Pandey, was on a two-day-

long visit to Sikkim to re-

view the activities being 

carried out by the State in 

the �ield of disabilities. The 

Chief Commissioner was 

accompanied in the State 

review visit by Deputy 

Commissioner for Disabil-

ities, Government of India, 

Dr Sanjay Kant Prasad.

The Chief Commission-

er met the Secretary and 

senior of�icials of the De-

partment of Social Justice, 

Empowerment & Welfare, 

Government of Sikkim, the 

nodal Department deal-

ing with disabilities, on 

the forenoon of 05 Sept at 

Samaj Kalyan Bhawan in 

Lumsey. He was briefed 

about the implementa-

tion of schemes and pro-

grammes for disabilities in 

the State by Secretary, So-

cial Justice, Sarala Rai.

The newly setup of�ice 

of the State Commissioner 

for Persons with Disabili-

ties in the annex building 

of Samaj Kalyan Bhawan 

was also inaugurated by 

the Chief Commissioner.

The Chief Commis-

sioner then met of�icers of 

various line departments 

and took a detailed re-

view of activities concern-

ing disabilities in each of 

these departments namely 

Health, Human Resource 

Development, Transport, 

Urban Development & 

Housing, Science & Tech-

nology, Information Tech-

nology and Social Justice 

Departments.

During the meeting, 

the Chief Commissioner 

informed that all the dis-

abled persons in the State 

should be issued Disability 

Certi�icates on priority. He 

informed that the Govern-

ment of India has started 

a new scheme of distribu-

tion of Unique Disability 

Identity [UDID] funded by 

the Central Government 

which is valid throughout 

the country.

He added that the State 

Coordinators appointed by 

the Department speci�ical-

ly for implementation of 

UDID Scheme are yet to be 

given training and urged 

the Department of Social 

Justice to take it up on pri-

ority basis.

The Chief Commis-

sioner further stated that 

the Rights of Persons with 

Disabilities Act, 2016, em-

phasized on the need to 

appoint special educators 

in all schools and a training 

institute to be established 

by the Government to train 

them in order to aid chil-

dren with disabilities.

Further, the Chief Com-

missioner stated that all 35 

buildings selected by the 

State Government should 

have special facilities to 

make them accessible for 

persons with disabilities 

as per the ‘Accessible India 

Campaign’ launched by the 

Central Government in Dec 

2015.

The Chief Commis-

sioner also advocated for 

appointment of a full-time 

State Commissioner for 

Disabilities to perform 

quasi-judicial duties such 

as redressal of grievanc-

es of persons with dis-

abilities, and monitoring 

of fund disbursed by the 

State Government for per-

sons with disabilities.

Later in the day, the 

Chief Commissioner met 

State Chief Secretary, AK 

Shrivastava, at Manan 

Kendra and discussed per-

tinent issues concerning 

the implementation of the 

Persons with Disabilities 

Act, 1995 and the Rights of 

Persons with Disabilities 

Act, 2016 in the State.

The Chief Commission-

er also called on Governor 

Ganga Prasad at Raj Bha-

wan in the evening and 

apprised him on the objec-

tive and outcome of their 

review visit to Sikkim.

The following points 

were discussed by the 

Chief Commissioner with 

the Governor and the Chief 

Secretary:

1. A separate Director-

ate of Disabilities should 

be established by the State 

Government to give more 

thrust to programmes for 

persons with disabilities.

2. Full-time State Com-

missioner for Disabilities 

should be appointed.

3. The Rights of Per-

sons with Disabilities Act, 

2016 should be imple-

mented in letter and spirit.

4. Vocational Train-

ing Centre for Divyangjan 

should be established to 

impart skill development 

trainings.

5. Backlog vacancies of 

people with disabilities in 

various departments of the 

State Government should be 

identi�ied and special drive 

should be carried out to raise 

awareness and �ill backlogs 

as per the reservation.

6. Sports activities 

should be promoted for 

Divyangjans by organizing 

regular events and provid-

ing awards and incentives 

to Divyang sportspersons.

7. Awareness should be 

created in society regard-

ing schemes and facilities 

created by the Central and 

State Governments for per-

sons with disabilities.

8. The State Govern-

ment should start schemes 

for Cochlear implantation 

in line with States like Tri-

pura, Kerala and Goa.

9. Eye donation should 

be encouraged by estab-

lishing eye bank in Govern-

ment hospitals.

10. Disability Depart-

ment or at-least a study 

centre should be estab-

lished in colleges and uni-

versities in the State. 

Chief Commissioner for Divyangjan reviews 

State activities in the �ield of disabilities

visit us at

www.summittimes.com

18 new ECI-

approved 

polling 

stations 

created in 

Sikkim
G������, 06 S!"�: Un-

der Section 25 of the Rep-

resentation of People Act 

1951, the District Elec-

toral Of�icer is required 

to provide suf�icient 

numbers of Polling Sta-

tions for every constitu-

ency. As per instructions 

of Election Commission 

of India, number of vot-

ers for a polling station in 

rural areas should not ex-

ceed 1200 and for polling 

station located in urban 

area, number of voters 

should not exceed 1400.

A press release issued 

by Election Department, 

Government of Sikkim 

informs that with pri-

or approval of the ECI, 

18 new polling stations 

have been created after 

consultation with all po-

litical parties. 

Out of the 18 polling 

stations, 08 polling sta-

turn to pg3
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Gangtok on 

Friday, 

07 Sept
Temp: 26°C/16°C

Forecast: Times of 

sun and clouds, a cou-

ple of showers and a 

thunderstorm, mainly 

early; not ast warm.

Sunrise: 05:17 AM

Sunset: 5:50 PM

 SIKKIM STATE LOTTERIES
 DEAR ENERGY EVENING
 Draw No:4 DrawDate on:06/09/18

 1st Prize Rs.26.03 Lakhs/- 88E 48897

 Cons. Prize Rs.9500/- 48897 (REMAINING ALL SERIALS)

 2nd Prize Rs.9000/-

 02042 32238 41293 51950 53220

 53542 71033 82437 92320 97035

 3rd Prize Rs.500/- 1000 2050 2562 2584 4215 4771 7397 7984 8506 9298

 4th Prize Rs.250/- 0549 4260 5576 5577 7264 7641 8147 8254 8365 8497

 5th Prize Rs.120/-

 0111 0246 0381 0574 0764 0853 0910 0916 1002 1014

 1204 1299 1501 1569 1672 1815 2069 2082 2183 2407

 2511 2729 2827 2906 3031 3087 3191 3349 3397 3454

 3534 3616 3620 3640 3668 3791 3933 4065 4079 4110

 4115 4213 4439 4442 4454 4458 4462 4572 4675 4715

 4754 4859 4990 5208 5268 5367 5489 5530 5546 5601

 5953 5993 6082 6146 6197 6283 6485 6543 6740 6806

 6863 6929 6938 7029 7142 7305 7474 7737 7743 7776

 7801 7921 7947 7973 8085 8183 8242 8264 8358 8848

 8853 9020 9261 9321 9355 9511 9618 9769 9965 9972

Issued by :

The Director ,Sikkim State Lotteries,

Government Of Sikkim ,Deorali - 737102 ,Sikkim

Please Visit : www.sikkimlotteries.com

KINDLY CHECK THE RESULT WITH THE OFFICIAL GAZETTE 

WANTED, A FULL-TIME 

DESIGNER FOR A MAGAZINE
Seeking an experienced, full-time Design-

er for a monthly magazine. Responsibilities 

will include conceptualising the design of 

the magazine every month and coordinat-

ing with various stakeholders to facilitate the 

printing of the magazine.

REQUIREMENTS:

1. Bachelors’ or Masters’ Degree in Graph-

ic Designing, Journalism or related 

fi elds.

2. Highly profi cient in all design aspects.

3. A solid ground in print and web design is 

required. 

4. Ability to meet deadlines, including short 

turnaround assignments. 

5. Invitation open from Sikkim, Darjeeling 

and Kalimpong.

SALARY: Negotiable depending upon 

experience. 

TO APPLY: Please email a 1-page CV and 

cover letter to amreetads@gmail.com by 

12th September 2018. For further details 

contact +917637944160.

Anthyesti Kriya
The Antheyesti Kriya 

of Late Raju Rai son 

of Man Bdr. Rai  who 

left for his heavenly 

abode on 02.09.2018 

falls on 11.09.2018. 

All relatives, friends 

and well wishers are 

requested to join us 

is offering prayers 

for departed soul at Chowtaro Hotel, 

Deorali Bazaar, Gangtok, East Sik-

kim. We also like to take this oppor-

tunity to express our gratitude to all 

those who stood by us during our time 

of bereavement.

Mrs. Manju Trikhatri 

(wife)- 7407181907,

Milan Rai– 9733110850 & 

Navin Rai- 9609867614 (sons).

 SIKKIM STATE LOTTERIES
 DERBY THURSDAY WEEKLY 

 Draw No:33 DrawDate on:06/09/18

 1st Prize Rs.11 Lakhs/- 95A 3979

 2nd Prize Rs.9,000/- 1235 2990 5488

 3rd Prize Rs.3,000/- 2232 3522 5368

 4th Prize Rs.2,000/- 1297 6708 7802

 5th Prize Rs.1,000/- 3513 5557 9178

 6th Prize Rs.500/-

 0855 1111 2101 2760 3062 4046 5778 6972 9649 9755

 7th Prize Rs.100/-

 0001 0007 0015 0017 0033 0055 0063 0124 0132 0134

 0167 0172 0284 0303 0317 0340 0375 0377 0394 0405

 0431 0485 0567 0617 0631 0667 0725 0760 0772 0838

 0907 0912 0917 0929 0930 0935 0943 0969 0974 0986

 0989 1026 1030 1050 1123 1136 1150 1157 1177 1303

 1342 1457 1494 1504 1522 1525 1593 1625 1632 1639

 1647 1670 1733 1741 1764 1785 1898 1941 1945 1970

 1987 2042 2070 2129 2148 2254 2299 2303 2312 2316

 2322 2323 2325 2339 2354 2362 2386 2415 2418 2430

 2450 2453 2466 2510 2517 2524 2531 2571 2584 2673

 2681 2717 2730 2769 2814 2832 2847 2848 2870 2901

 2986 2994 3000 3012 3088 3091 3106 3109 3137 3158

 3187 3192 3228 3241 3259 3265 3293 3294 3328 3344
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 8500 8536 8539 8591 8614 8638 8699 8702 8732 8763
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tions in East district, 03 

polling stations in West 

district, 06 in South dis-

trict and 01 in North 

district has been created 

increasing the total num-

ber of polling stations 

from 549 to 567.

The !inal list of names 

of polling stations after 

rationalization are pub-

lished and put up on the 

notice of the of!ice of the 

District Electoral Of!icer 

and respective polling 

stations for information 

of the public.

18 new ECI-

approved 

polling stations 

created in 

Sikkim
contd from pg02

NITESH R PRADHAN

G����� , 06 S!"�: After 

successful completion of the 

auditions for Temi Tea Mr 

Sikkim Manhunt organized by 

GBT Entertainment, Sikkim 

Chronicle and The Accelera-

tor, 22 contestants have been 

selected for the !inale.

The 23rd candidate will 

be selected by popular vote 

based on likes and shares the 

standby contestants garner 

on the of!icial Mr Sikkim Man-

hunt Facebook page and its 

Instagram handle till 07 Sept, 

8:30 pm.

The 22 selected contes-

tants are: Karma Zangpo 

Bhutia, Arpan Pradhan, Anu-

rag Baraily, Kunzang Topgay 

Bhutia, Karma Lama, Tshring 

Tobgay Bhutia, Milan Limboo, 

Deep Prakash Chettri, Anmol 

Baraily, Palsang Lama, Chum-

al Lepcha, Rinchen Chedup 

Tamang, Sonam Gyatso Bhut-

ia, Biki Chakraborty, Abishek 

Gurung, Sanjay Biswakarma, 

Sahil Lama, Akhilesh Prad-

han, Siddharth Bhujel, Prashil 

Sharma, Amit Prasad 

Gupta and Jigdel Gyatso 

Bhutia.

Contestants up for 

the 23rd position are 

Suman Rai, Sawan Gu-

rung, Anil Chettri, Ad-

win Tamang, Palden 

Bhutia, Deepesh Ta-

mang, Nirmal Pradhan 

and Homan Chettri.

Over 200 people 

had participated in 

the two-daylong audi-

tions. Contestants from 

across the four districts 

of the State had arrived in 

the capital at Hotel Denzong 

Shangrila to participate in the 

!irst of its kind event being 

held in Sikkim.

The selected contestants 

will now go through groom-

ing and personality develop-

ment sessions conducted by 

experts simultaneously com-

peting for various subtitles.

Judges for the event were 

Senior Journalist, Nirmal 

Mangar, Founder, GBT Enter-

tainment, Tenzing Dadul Bhu-

tia, Model/Entrepreneur, Kar-

ishma Pradhan, Founder, The 

Accelerator, Pragya Satapathy, 

Actor, Sonam Barfungpa, and 

Fashion Designer, Rinzing C 

Bhutia.

22 Mr Sikkim Manhunt contestants selected, voting up for 23rd on FB & IG

SUMMIT REPORT

N�#$%&, 06 S!"�: 

Minister for Health-

care, Human Ser-

vices & Family Welfare 

Department, AK Ghatani, 

chaired a coordination 

meeting at the confer-

ence hall of District Hos-

pital Namchi in South 

Sikkim today following 

recent death case of a pa-

tient at Namchi District 

Hospital.

The Minister was 

accompanied by Com-

missioner cum Secre-

tary Healthcare, Human 

Services & Family Wel-

fare Department, Vishal 

Chauhan, Zilla Adhyak-

shya [South], Farwanti 

Tamang, Upadhyaksha 

[South], Bhim Bahadur 

Lakhey, Chairman [NMC], 

Uday Chandra Rai, Vice 

Chairman [NMC], Diki 

Lhamu Bhutia, District 

Collector [South], Pra-

bhakar Verma, District 

Medical Superintendent, 

Dr DC Sharma, alongside 

councillors, of!icials and 

staff of various line de-

partments and hospital 

administration.

Addressing the meet-

ing, the DMS listed var-

ious shortages of infra-

structures, equipments, 

doctors, nurses and 

staffs and other facilities 

to render better service 

to the public in the dis-

trict hospital.

Secretary, Mr Chau-

han said that Namchi 

District Hospital is one 

of the best government 

hospitals of Sikkim after 

STNM, Gangtok. The Dis-

trict Hospital has been 

handling equal number 

of patients as STMN with 

less infrastructure facil-

ities, doctors and staffs 

which is highly apprecia-

tive, he added.

“The State Govern-

ment’s Health Department 

has given equal priority 

to facilitate the hospital. 

Shortages and upgrade 

facilities for Namchi Dis-

trict Hospital will be ful-

!illed on priority basis for 

smooth functioning,” said 

Mr Chauhan.

In his address, Mr 

Ghatani informed that 

the State Government 

has vigorously improved 

the healthcare sector by 

means of improving facil-

ities and infrastructure 

thereby making it afford-

able and accessible for 

the public of the State. 

The Minister also 

informed that District 

Hospital Namchi is one 

of the best performing 

hospitals in the State 

and applauded the ef-

forts of the hospital staff 

and requested them to 

deliver the similar kind 

of zeal and commitment 

towards their duty.

Strict instructions 

were issued to the South 

District Administration 

to adopt stringent mea-

sures and keep vigil on 

unauthorised social me-

dia post which re!lects 

inappropriate and false 

information to the gener-

al public.

Mr Ghatani also sug-

gested the hospital ad-

ministration to strongly 

refute any kind of base-

less allegations labeled 

against them. He request-

ed the police personnel 

to take stringent action 

against anyone found 

disturbing the tranquility 

of the hospital especially 

during night time.

“Health and educa-

tion has been priority 

South DAC directed to keep vigil on unauthorised
social media posts giving false information

sectors of the State Gov-

ernment. Some death 

cases in this hospital are 

being used as propagan-

da by some political par-

ties to defame the gov-

ernment. The political 

vested persons are bring-

ing out false information 

without proper inves-

tigation of the cases to 

defame the government 

and the department. It 

is not only an attack on 

the duty of!icers and 

staffs but also against the 

Health Department. The 

recent cases of Namchi 

are being used by polit-

ically interested people 

to instigate the public 

against the State Gov-

ernment and this has 

brought about insecurity 

among the doctors and 

staff of the hospital,” said 

Mr Ghatani.

He also assured full 

support from the State 

Government and the 

Health Department to 

the doctors and staffs of 

the hospital if they stood 

on the right path.

“If any doctor or staff 

is found doing their duty 

with negligence in ren-

dering services to the 

public, stringent actions 

will be taken and there 

will not be any excuse,” 

added Mr Ghatani.

The Minister also 

suggested highlighting 

the healthcare facilities 

available in the State 

which are excelling es-

pecially in the area of im-

munisation services that 

are cost effective and ef-

!icient. He sought coop-

eration from all section 

of the society in order 

to transform Sikkim into 

a healthy state through 

the means of community 

mobilisation and holistic 

participation.

Commissioner cum 

Secretary, Mr Chauhan, 

in his remarks added 

that the aim of the meet-

ing is to devise ways and 

means to improve and 

augment the status of 

District Hospital Namchi.

The DMS informed 

that there are 18 depart-

ments running in the 

District Hospital Namchi 

wherein 400-450 num-

bers of OPDs are being 

taken care of on daily 

basis.

An open interactive 

session was also held 

wherein in-charges of re-

spective wards put forth 

their suggestions and 

grievances concerning 

their safety and security. 

They also requested for 

additional manpower 

which is extremely cru-

cial in running the hos-

pital. The meeting also 

saw deliberation upon 

various aspects which 

are essential to the Dis-

trict Hospital namely 

cleanliness and hygiene, 

water supply, electrici-

ty, waiting shed for the 

visitors and other basic 

amenities for the hos-

pital. Proposals related 

to basic equipments, in-

frastructure, and addi-

tional manpower were 

also discussed at length 

wherein the Minister as-

sured to resolve it at the 

earliest.

During the course of 

the meeting, it was unan-

imously decided to issue 

visitor card to restrict 

the !low of visitors in the 

hospital and convenience 

of the patients as well.

Earlier, the Minis-

ter accompanied by the 

dignitaries also visited 

and inspected the var-

ious wards, operation 

theatres, dispensary 

surgical clinic, pediatric 

clinic, antenatal clinic 

and emergency ward 

of District Hospital 

and enquired upon the 

health status of admit-

ted patients and facili-

ties being provided by 

the hospital.

DSA 

reiterates 

demand for 

inclusion 

of Sherpas 

under 

Revenue 

Order No 1
SUMMIT REPORT

G����� , 06 S!"�:

Denzong Sherpa As-

sociation [DSA] has 

alleged that in his panic, 

the Chief Minister has 

been speaking repeated-

ly against the demand of 

the Sherpa community 

for inclusion under Rev-

enue Order No 1. The 

association asserted that 

if the State Government 

was unable to provide 

“this right of the Sher-

pa community,” then it 

should at least not speak 

against them.

While condemning 

recent statements of the 

CM, DSA spokesperson, 

Passang Sherpa, said, “If 

the CM cannot provide 

our right then he should 

not speak against the 

community and we will 

not step back an inch 

from our demand for in-

clusion under Revenue 

Order No 1.”

Addressing a press 

conference, he added that 

owing to lack of knowl-

edge on the Constitution 

of India and history and 

Old Laws of Sikkim, the 

State Government has 

remained unable to solve 

even a single political is-

sue of the State.

“Initially the CM said 

that it was a Central is-

sue and the State has no 

role in this. So we ap-

proached the concerned 

central agencies with our 

demand and now after 

getting a notice from the 

National Commission for 

Scheduled Tribes, the CM 

has started saying that 

even the Centre cannot 

turn to pg5
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Let’s Swachch Sikkim

Even More
Sikkim might be cleaner than the 

more stressed and over-populated

states, but it can still be better

Now, let’s get real. First, anyone who has travelled 

around the country will have no qualms agreeing 

that Sikkim’s position as a Swachch State, earned at 

around this time two years ago, is well deserved. While 

parts and portions of many other states will de�initely 

be cleaner and better maintained than even Sikkim’s 

cleanest locations, collectively, as an entire State, Sik-

kim is undoubtedly cleaner than the rest. What Sikkim 

also is, is much smaller, much lesser populated and 

much more governed. There must be several pock-

ets around the country with a population of around 6 

lakhs which have better waste management systems 

in place, but none of them are a State like Sikkim is and 

none have the funds or the infrastructure of a State to 

look after such matters. So, when Sikkim basks in rec-

ognition as a clean state, as it rightly should, it should 

also sit back, evaluate and rededicate itself to address-

ing its waste management problem. Yes, Sikkim might 

be the cleanest state in the country, but that does not 

mean that it does not have a garbage disposal/ waste 

management challenge. It does. And if it lets the clean-

est state of India trophy go to its head and convince it 

that it is also managing its waste well, it will do so to 

its own peril. 

For those who would still insist that Sikkim is doing 

everything right when it comes to waste management, 

this is how the term is de�ined: “Waste management is 

all the activities and actions required to manage waste 

from its inception to its �inal disposal. This includes 

amongst other things, collection, transport, treatment 

and disposal of waste together with monitoring and 

regulation. It also encompasses the legal and regula-

tory framework that relates to waste management en-

compassing guidance on recycling etc.” Measure Sik-

kim against this de�inition and it quickly dawns that 

while collection and transport and legal and regulato-

ry frameworks are in place, there is only an apology of 

an effort towards treatment and disposal and nothing 

by way of addressing the problem from inception it-

self. Segregation of waste remains unheard of and be-

yond the urban demarcations, everything falls apart. 

So, while Gangtok can be counted among the cleaner 

towns of the country, residents will accept that gar-

bage disposal has become a vexed problem for most 

localities with problems including erratic collection 

of garbage, incorrect means of disposing household 

waste [even when deposited to the collection trucks], 

inef�icient garbage recycling practices, and the lack 

of awareness about waste management efforts. And 

then there is the land�ill embarrassment of around 40 

tonnes of garbage deposited untreated to the land�ill 

at 32 No., Majhitar, along NH10. That is an issue which 

needs to be resolved and  now that Sikkim’s credibility 

in the concerned circles when it comes to swachhata 

has been established, it should leverage it to rope in 

experts and funds to work out a more durable waste 

management solution for the State. 

What also needs closer attention is the garbage 

situation in rural Sikkim. Even after the expansion 

of urban sprawls, 75% of Sikkim still resides in rural 

Sikkim. But these rural-urban divisions are pointless 

nowadays at least in as much as the nature of waste 

generated is concerned. Rural Sikkim lives more or 

less the same lifestyle as families in urban areas, fol-

lowing similar patterns of consumption, and hence 

generating similar waste. They should thus be pro-

vided a matching organizational and infrastructural 

arrangement to manage their waste. The traditional 

modes of disposal in villages will not suf�ice for the 

non-biodegradable and excessive nature of mod-

ern-day waste. Most village homes used to have a pit in 

the backyards to dispose their kitchen and household 

waste. When this waste was organic in nature, the ‘pit’ 

approach worked well, but kids no longer buy loose 

balls of ‘Anda’ mithai anymore and their sweets come 

in plastic wrappers and guests at social gatherings 

are no longer served in plates stitched from ‘malatho’ 

or banana leaves and water comes in plastic bottles 

too. The traditional waste management system, which 

focused only on household level disposal and had no 

need for segregation, collection and organized dispos-

al, just won’t do anymore. The rural areas generate the 

same waste as urban zones hence it is necessary that 

they are extended the same systems of collection and 

disposal. This requirement becomes even more urgent 

as more areas start hosting tourists and village tour-

ism becomes the new mantra for development here.

Sikkim is de�initely doing all things right when it 

comes to waste management, but as the latest recog-

nition attests, it is doing several things right. Now, it 

needs to do even better.
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ANDREW FAGAN

theconversation.com

The government of Myanmar and 

its de facto head, Nobel peace 

laureate Aung San Suu Kyi, are fac-

ing renewed international condem-

nation after two Reuters journalists, 

Wa Lone and Kyaw Soe Oo, were sen-

tenced to seven years in prison for 

breaking an of�icial secrets law. Their 

crime: receiving documents detailing 

the killing of ten Rohingya men and 

boys by Myanmar security personnel 

in 2017, during the military’s geno-

cidal response to isolated attacks 

conducted by Rohingya militants.

Unusually, the authorities admit-

ted that the killings did take place, 

and a military tribunal has sentenced 

the perpetrators to prison and hard 

labour. For their part, the two Re-

uters journalists were detained by 

police moments after receiving the 

documents, adding credence to the 

suspicion that they were the victims 

of a somewhat bizarre conspiracy 

against Myanmar’s already very vul-

nerable press.

The UN, the EU and various gov-

ernments who’ve been particularly 

supportive of Myanmar’s stuttering 

democratic reforms have all con-

demned the verdict. But given how 

little concern Suu Kyi and her gov-

ernment have shown in response to 

allegations of genocide and ethnic 

cleansing, it’s hard to see another 

wave of international criticism turn-

ing the government away from its po-

tentially disastrous current direction.

FALLING SHORT

Only a week before the Reuters ver-

dict, Suu Kyi and her government ro-

bustly dismissed the �indings of a UN 

fact �inding mission into the military’s 

brutal ongoing campaign against the 

Rohingya muslim minority, whom 

Myanmar’s authorities (and much of 

its general population) refuse to rec-

ognise as legitimate citizens. Having 

been the victims of wide-ranging dis-

crimination and persecution for de-

cades, the Rohingya are now the vic-

tims of what senior UN �igures have 

called “a textbook example of ethnic 

cleansing”.

While the Rohingya crisis is a pro-

foundly complex one, unfolding in a 

deeply ethnicised country, the ludi-

crous circumstances of the charges 

against the Reuters journalists 

should have resulted in what could 

have been a politically advantageous 

acquittal. Given that Myanmar’s judi-

ciary is not independent, a not guilty 

verdict might have provided some 

glimmer of hope to the many who 

have continued to support Suu Kyi 

and her government even as Myan-

mar’s reform process falters.

Suu Kyi’s continuing fall from 

grace signals that the international 

community made a profound error of 

judgement in investing so much faith 

in a single individual. With de facto 

authority comes de facto responsibil-

ity; either Suu Kyi has the power to 

steer her country toward reform, or 

she doesn’t.

The least critical view to take is 

that she holds no real power, and is 

simply a �limsy alibi for the military, 

which still exerts substantial con-

trol. There are other far less compro-

mised forces developing in Myanmar, 

such as the so-called 88 Generation, 

a movement of former political pris-

oners who’ve recently formed a polit-

ical party to contest the 2020 general 

elections.

But the apparent stillbirth of Myan-

mar’s reform process doesn’t just 

shame Suu Kyi. It also sheds an embar-

rassing light upon the many limitations 

and failings of Western diplomacy, in-

ternational law and the global human 

rights protective system.

TOO LITTLE, TOO LATE

The trajectory of this sad story has 

been marked by the steady disinte-

gration of Suu Kyi’s image. Once an 

iconic victim of authoritarianism, 

she is now increasingly decried as an 

impassive accessory to the genocidal 

atrocities of the same military that 

imprisoned her.

Before and after she became the 

de facto head of state, a number of 

domestic and international voices 

(including me) questioned Western 

governments’ policy of “cautious op-

timism”, particularly in respect of the 

depth of the challenges that would 

confront attempts to effectively end 

the persecution of the Rohingya. For 

the most part, such concerns were ig-

nored. And now, Myanmar’s increas-

ingly robust dismissal of Western 

concerns makes it clear just how little 

in�luence those governments have.

Calls have been mounting to refer 

certain Myanmar generals and possi-

bly even Suu Kyi herself to the Inter-

national Criminal Court. However, as 

Myanmar is not a party to the Rome 

Statute that established the court, its 

crimes against humanity are not im-

mediately subject to the ICC’s juris-

diction. This could be overcome by a 

resolution of the UN Security Council, 

but Russia and China would almost 

certainly veto any such attempt.

For all those who remain deeply 

committed to Myanmar’s reform pro-

cess, the Reuters case is yet another 

wake up call. The country’s startling re-

turn to outright authoritarianism isn’t 

just a domestic disappointment; it’s a 

reminder that the global framework 

intended to prevent systemic state hu-

man rights violations has some critical 

�laws. It also exposes the grave risks of 

passing over the hard work of building 

a democracy in favour of simply joining 

a personality cult.

[the writer is Co-Deputy 

Director, Human Rights Cen-

tre and Co-Director of Post-

graduate Studies, School of 

Law, University of Essex]

As Myanmar sends journalists to jail, 

pressure mounts on Aung San Suu Kyi

TRESA LECLERC

theconversation.com

As an academic in creative writing, I attend a lot 

of literary events. One question I can always 

count on being asked is, “can I write characters 

of other backgrounds?” This has been a growing 

concern since Lionel Shriver at the 2016 Brisbane 

Writers Festival unleashed a tirade against what 

she called “censorship” in writing – referring to 

criticism of her book The Mandibles.

The recent ABC Q&A episode, Stranger Than 

Fiction, in conjunction with the Melbourne Writers’ 

Festival, showed the many sides of the “write what 

you know” debate. Dr Michael Mohammed Ahmad 

and So�ie Laguna argued that space should be given 

for marginalised groups to represent themselves. 

Maxine Beneba Clarke pointedly discussed when 

appropriation can be harmful, as was the case 

with Shriver’s representation of Latino and Afri-

can American characters. Meanwhile, Trent Dalton 

argued that appropriation leads to a good story, 

which also takes empathy and care. 

But is taking a walk in other people’s shoes as 

effective a writing method as many authors be-

lieve? To �ind out, I wrote a novel manuscript about 

four people from refugee backgrounds. I did it in 

three drafts, each using a different method. I wrote 

the �irst draft while observing and empathising as 

a volunteer working with asylum seekers, and ref-

ugees. I wrote 

the second af-

ter interviews 

with 15 people 

from refugee 

backgrounds 

(some of whom 

I had observed) 

and the third 

after getting 

feedback from 

three of the 

interviewees 

about the man-

uscript. Then 

I compared 

the drafts. The 

�indings were very interesting.

Even before I had begun my interviews I had 

an interesting instance regarding the fallibility of 

my own memory. I had kept a journal while I was 

volunteering. As I sat down to write the novel man-

uscript, I remembered an instance when a young 

girl, who happened to be in the same public place, 

approached the group with an origami boat she 

had made. She offered it to one of the volunteers. 

It was beautiful – with crayon scribbles on the out-

side and three different sized paper cranes lined 

up in a row inside. In my memory, the attendees 

recoiled and anxiously said, “we hate boats!”

I began to write this into the manuscript, when 

I remembered the journal. I opened it to the day 

of the event, and found I’d recorded that the at-

tendees were not anxious at all, nor did they recoil. 

They were joking and laughing about how they hat-

ed boats.

One criticism of stories about refugees is that 

they tend to show refugees as helpless victims. Was I 

drawing on existing stereotypes when I remembered 

this instance? Another possibility is that my feelings 

about the highly emotional issue of asylum were in-

�luencing how I interpreted the conversation. 

In another instance, I wrote a character that 

was verbally and racially attacked on public trans-

port. White Australians came to her rescue. I was 

thinking that was what I would have done. But 

after interviews with refugees, I discovered the 

instances of racial abuse were much more violent 

and common than I imagined.

One interviewee related a story about an apple 

being thrown at her head; another described how 

her foot was stomped on. Contrary to what I had 

written, they expressed resilience and stood up for 

themselves.

I once watched author Claire G. Coleman in 

a debate by ABC RN on the topic of writing what 

you know. She said that cultural appropriation is 

dangerous because authors can only “contextual-

ise that character as a version of themselves”. That 

certainly seemed to be the case. I was just writing 

what I thought would happen, from my perspective 

– not theirs.

So how can we get it right? It’s dif�icult to tell 

unless we ask someone from the background we 

are writing about. In getting feedback, I found that 

there were parts of my manuscript that resonat-

ed with interviewees’ experiences, such as an in-

stance where an Iranian man was told that he was 

lucky to be here by a white Australian. The charac-

ter didn’t feel that he was lucky. One interviewee 

said that he felt the same, that he had everything 

in Iran, including education and a job, and now he 

had to start over.

But even gaining feedback from interviewees 

did not mean they were going to tell me everything 

I “got wrong”. Those giving feedback wanted to 

give advice, not to criticise.

Walking in someone’s shoes is useful as a 

method, but it is far from perfect. As writers, we 

need to ask ourselves whether we are contrib-

uting to the oppression of a group of people by 

speaking for them, and reinforcing racist ste-

reotypes as we do so.

This is not to say that we should never 

write characters from other backgrounds, just 

that we need to accept criticism by people who 

identify from that group rather than dismissing 

it as censorship (as Beneba Clarke also pointed 

out on Q&A), and to be more realistic about our 

own limitations as empathetic writers.

[the writer is Sessional teach-

er, RMIT University]

Should writers only write what they know? 

What I learned from my research
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Television actor Payal 

Chakrabory has been 

found hanging in a hotel 

room in Siliguri, north 

Bengal, under mysteri-

ous circumstances, po-

lice said.

Chakraborty, a res-

ident of South Kolkata, 

have appeared in mul-

tiple TV soaps and web 

series.

“Payal was found 

hanging from the ceil-

ing of her hotel room 

Wednesday morning. She 

had checked into the ho-

tel the evening before,” 

Siliguri police commis-

sionerate DCP Gourab 

Lal said.

The police have 

also found out that the 

38-year-old actor, who 

recently separated from 

her husband, is survived 

by a two-year-old son, 

Lal said.

“Prime facie, it looks 

like a case of suicide, but 

the police are not ruling 

out other possibilities. 

The body has been sent 

to North Bengal Medical 

College and Hospital for 

post-mortem,” the DCP 

added.

Arun Deb, an employ-

ee at the hotel, said the 

actor had told the staff 

members Tuesday night 

that she would be leaving 

for Gangtok the next day.

“Chakraborty, after 

checking in, had cate-

gorically told the hotel 

of�icials that she did not 

want to be disturbed in 

her room. She had locked 

the room from inside and 

did not order dinner,” he 

said.

The following morn-

ing when there was no 

response from her de-

spite repeated knocks 

on the door, the hotel 

contacted the police, Deb 

added.

The actor’s family 

members, who arrived 

here Thursday after-

noon, said they were not 

aware of the reasons be-

hind her Siliguri visit.

“Payal told us she 

would be going to Ran-

chi. I am not sure what 

was she doing in Siliguri,” 

her father Prabir Guha 

said.

Telly actor found

hanging in hotel room, 

suicide suspected

Govt will 

review 

relationship 

between state 

& councils: 

Sangma
S"���#$�, S ! 6 (PTI): 

Meghalaya Chief Minister 

Conrad K Sangma Thurs-

day assured chief exec-

utive members of three 

tribal autonomous coun-

cils that the government 

will review the relation-

ship between the state 

and the councils.

The assurance was 

made to a delegation of 

the chief executive mem-

bers (CEM) H S Shylla of 

the Khasi Hills Autono-

mous District Council, M 

B Rymbai of the Jaintia 

Hills Autonomous District 

Council and D R Marak 

of the Garo Hills Auton-

omous District Council 

who called on the chief 

minister at his of�ice here.

“The chief minister 

has assured of a thorough 

review of the relation-

ship between the state 

and the councils after the 

assembly session,” Shylla 

told mediapersons.

He said the three 

council chiefs had called 

on the chief minister 

seeking release of pend-

ing shares the councils 

are yet to get from the 

taxes on minerals and 

forest produces.

“We also apprised 

the chief minister of the 

1993 High Court ruling 

in which the state has to 

follow a 60:40 sharing 

of the taxes collected on 

major minerals in the 

state in which 60 per 

cent has to be given as 

shares to the Councils,” 

the KHADC CEM said.

As of now, the state 

pays a 25 per cent share 

on taxes it collects on 

minerals and forest pro-

duces. The GHADC CEM 

informed that he had 

taken up the matter of 

pending 17 months sal-

ary of the 2000 staffs at 

the council which is over 

Rs 80 crore.

Upon being apprised, 

the chief minister has 

assured to look into the 

matter, Marak said.

I%&$&�&�, S ! 6 (PTI): The Arunachal 

Pradesh Disaster Management Depart-

ment has sanctioned an amount of Rs 

15 lakh each for victims, who lost their 

houses in the Siang river �lood fury at 

Mebo sub-division under East Siang 

district. The relief assistance would 

be deposited in the bank accounts of 

the victims, an of�icial release said on 

Thursday.

Disaster Management secretary 

Bidol Tayeng, accompanied by direc-

tor Kanto Danggen, had visited the 

�lood-affected villages of Mebo sub-di-

vision along with local MLA Lombo 

Tayeng on Wednesday.

The team visited the eroded river 

banks at Borguli, Seram, Namsing, Ral-

ling and Sigar villages and interacted 

with the �lood victims.

The group, however, could not reach 

some of the areas, like the Partung riv-

erine island due to turbulent currents 

in the river, of�icials said.

Over 1,000 families living along the 

river bank have been affected at Mebo, 

Tayeng had said last week.

East Siang Deputy Commissioner 

Tamiyo Tatak has been asked to im-

mediately assess agricultural land and 

crop damages caused by erosion.

Construction of spurs at crucial 

junctions has been identi�ied as a solu-

tion to protect the villages from further 

damage.

Siang River has recorded a decline 

in water levels, though in an insigni�i-

cant manner, the of�icials said.

Chief Minister Pema Khandu has 

also urged Union Home Minister Ra-

jnath Singh to depute an inter-ministe-

rial team to assess the damages.

Arunachal govt

sanctions Rs 15 lakh 

each for �lood victims

work out this issue,” Mr 

Sherpa said.

He informed that the 

NCST has sent a notice to 

the State Government for 

a hearing scheduled for 

24 Sept in Delhi which 

will have the representa-

tives of the State Govern-

ment, DSA and NCST.

Mr Sherpa again re-

iterated that Bhutia was 

not a community but was 

a group of communities 

falling under the de�i-

nition of Bhutia. On the 

same, he added that de-

spite this fact, the Sher-

pa community has been 

repeatedly denied their 

rights under Revenue Or-

der No 1.

Likewise, he alleged 

that the recent noti�ica-

tion of Land Revenue & 

Disaster Management 

Department issued on 

04 Sept was a mockery 

of the Sikkim Regula-

tion of Transfer of Land 

[Amendment] Act, 2018 

passed in the State As-

sembly. He stated that 

the noti�ication will work 

against the act passed by 

the assembly. 

DSA 
reiterates...
contd from pg01

Governor 

formally 

shifts to New 

Raj Bhavan
SUMMIT REPORT

G&$�%#', 06 S !%:

Governor Ganga Prasad 

has formally shifted to 

the New Raj Bhavan 

complex in the capital 

today in the presence of 

of�icers and staff of Raj 

Bhavan.

A press communi-

qué received from Raj 

Bhavan informs that the 

Governor will reside at 

the new complex, meet 

visitors there and will be 

attending to his guber-

natorial responsibilities 

from his new of�ice.

A formal ritual and 

‘hawan’ was performed 

by priest Shri Madhu-

sudhan Shastri who was 

called from Siliguri for 

the purpose.

ARPAN PRADHAN

G&$�%#', 06 S !%:

Senior teacher of Tadong Govern-

ment Senior Secondary School, 

Sukmit Tasho, was conferred the 

Pushpawati Guru Garima Award 

2018 at a felicitation and Teach-

er’s Day celebration programme 

held today at the school ground to-

day. Ms Tasho is a senior Graduate 

Teacher [Biology] at Tadong SSS.

The Pushpawati Guru Garima 

Award is an annual award present-

ed by Tadong SSS to its teachers in 

order to recognize and encourage 

them in the �ield of teaching and to 

respect their outstanding contri-

butions to the school. Introduced 

by Principal, Tadong SSS, Doma L 

Zimba, in the year 2014, the award 

is presented in memory of the 

founding headmistress of Tadong 

SSS, Pushpawati Chettri.

“The award is very special as 

it stands for respect and recogni-

tion of the contribution and out-

standing efforts made by teachers 

towards the school and students,” 

said Ms Zimba.

Ms Zimba congratulated the re-

cipient of the Guru Garima Award, 

Sukmit Tasho, and thanked her for 

her enormous and dedicated con-

tribution towards the school and 

its students.

Tadong SSS, on the same oc-

casion, also felicitated one of its 

teachers, Sushila Khawas, who 

was awarded with Distinguished 

Teacher Award 2018 by the ICFAI 

University, Sikkim on 05 Sept on 

the occasion of Teacher’s Day and 

the same was presented by Gover-

nor Ganga Prasad.

The Teacher’s Day function 

also featured a series of cultural 

performances presented by the 

students.

Tadong School’s Pushpawati Guru Garima

Award conferred on Sukmit Tasho

G*&�+"�$�, 06 S !% [IPR]: Minister for Tourism, 

Irrigation, India-Nepal Uttarakhand River Projects, 

Government of Uttarakhand, Satpalji Maharaj, along 

with nine other delegates from the Government of Ut-

tarakhand reached Pelling in West Sikkim today after 

completion of their South district tour. 

The Minister is on a one-day tour to West Sikkim 

where he has wished to visit homestays and other 

similar projects of the West district.

On his arrival, the Minister visited Pemayangtse 

Monastery where he interacted with the religious 

leaders of the monastery. He was accompanied by 

MLA, Chandra Maya Subba, Additional District Col-

lector, Gyalshing, Karma Lodey Lepcha, and other of-

�icials.

The Minister was briefed on the history of the 

monastery, relics and artifacts by senior monk, Cap-

tain Yongda.

Uttarakhand Tourism Minister reaches Pelling

REBYNA RANA

G&$�%#', 06 S !%: Tourism 

Minister, Ugen T Gyatso, while 

speaking to SummitTimes about 

tourism and the push for quali-

ty tourism in the State, said that 

tourism footfalls in Sikkim are 

increasing every year and that 

the Tourism Department has a 

target of hosting 50 lakh tourists 

in Sikkim in the next �ive years.

Terming Chief Minister 

Pawan Chamling as the biggest 

ambassador for Sikkim, Mr 

Gyatso said, “We want to lever-

age the opportunity presented 

by this national and internation-

al goodwill created by our Chief 

Minister which has seen tour-

ism boom in Sikkim. The gov-

ernment is working on creating 

more infrastructure for tourists. 

Homestays and village tourism 

are being encouraged through 

CM’s Startup Scheme.”

The Tourism Minister said 

that due to innovative green 

policies and organic farming 

mission of Sikkim government, 

international tourism and life-

style channels along with lead-

ing travel magazines like Lonely 

Plant are featuring Sikkim now.

“Even newspapers like New 

York Times have featured Sik-

kim and our Chief Minister,” he 

added.

Mr Gyatso further said that 

the upcoming Pakyong Green-

�ield Airport will play a huge 

role in bringing high-end tour-

ists to Sikkim.

“The day the airport becomes 

operational, high end tourists 

will be coming to Sikkim. To 

promote quality tourism, we 

have our upcoming Red Panda 

Winter Carnival where we have 

invited top tourism stakehold-

ers from Nepal, Bhutan and the 

NE Region. This is so that a mes-

sage goes out that Sikkim is tar-

geting quality tourism. However, 

for quality tourism, our hotels 

and homestays should also be of 

high-end,” he said.

Sikkim working towards attracting more 
high-end tourism: Minister 
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C������� (S�!"� K�#$�), S$% 

6 (PTI): Asian Games gold-med-

allist Saurabh Chaudhary claimed 

a record-shattering gold in the ju-

nior 10m air pistol event while the 

senior shooters fetched a men’s 

team silver but failed to impress 

individually at the ISSF World 

Championships here Thursday.

In the junior competition, Ar-

jun Singh Cheema settled for a 

bronze in the same event and the 

Indian team took the silver, pro-

pelled by Chaudhary’s phenome-

nal individual performance.

India also picked up a silver 

medal in the junior men’s trap 

team competition with Aman Ali 

Elahi, Vivaan Kapoor and Mana-

vaditya Singh Rathore shooting a 

combined score of 348 to �inish 

second behind Australia.

In the senior competition, 

Abhishek Verma, Om Prakash 

Mitharwal, who claimed the 50m 

pistol gold, and Shahzar Rizvi 

pocketed the team silver with a 

combined score of 1738 in men’s 

10m air pistol.

The 16-year-old Chaudhary, 

who won the Asiad gold last 

month, quali�ied third with a score 

of 581 before shooting down his 

own world record with a score of 

245.5 in the �inal. Singh managed 

218 once the �ield was pruned 

to eight following the qualifying 

round.

Chaudhary �irst set a world re-

cord in the 10m air pistol event at 

the International Shooting Sport 

Federation (ISSF) Junior World 

Cup in June.

Korean Hojin Lim, who made 

the �inals as the top quali�ier, �in-

ished second with a �inal score of 

243.1 for the silver medal.

The Indian team of Chaudhary, 

Singh and Anmol, who could not 

make the individual �inal, claimed 

the silver with a combined score of 

1730.

The gold was snared by the Ko-

rean team, which broke the world 

record with its total of 1732. Rus-

sia picked up the bronze with a 

score of 1711.

However, there was disap-

pointment for senior shooters 

in the individual competition of 

the 10m air pistol event. Asiad 

bronze-medallist Abhishek Verma 

raised hopes for a medal by qual-

ifying third for the 10m air pistol 

event for men.

However, the law-

yer-cum-marksman disappointed 

with an eighth place �inish in the 

�inal after shooting a score of 118.

Korea’s Jin Jongoh claimed the 

gold in this event. The local favou-

rite was tied on a score of 241.5 

with Russia’s Artem Chernousov 

but prevailed in the shoot-off.

India did not return emp-

ty handed though with the team 

of Abhishek Verma, Om Prakash 

Mitharwal, who claimed the 50m 

pistol gold, and Shahzar Rizvi 

pocketing the team silver with a 

combined score of 1738.

In junior trap, Aman shot the 

best among the trio, his 118 in 

quali�ication taking him to the six-

man �inal. He ended sixth. Aman 

had to also overcome a four-man 

shoot-off to get to the �inal.

In women’s trap, Common-

wealth Games gold-medallist 

Shreyasi Singh managed 110 out 

of 125 to �inish 34th, followed by 

Seema Tomar (108 out of 125 to 

�inish 41st) and Varsha Verman 

(107 out of 125 to �inish 42nd). 

The team signed off eighth with a 

combined score of 325.

India ended day �ive with an 

overall total of 14 medals which in-

cludes four gold, six silver and four 

bronze. They lie third in the med-

als tally behind Korea and Russia.

So far, Anjum Moudgil and 

Apurvi Chandela are the only Indi-

an shooters to secure quota plac-

es for the Olympics by winning a 

silver and �inishing fourth respec-

tively in the women’s 10m air ri�le 

event.

Though the two shooters have 

secured quotas, as per the stated 

policy, the National Ri�le Associa-

tion of India (NRAI) will take the 

�inal call on selection, based on 

the aggregate scores of shooters 

(in international tournaments and 

selection trials) leading up to the 

Olympic Games.

Sensational Saurabh smashes junior record for gold at world championships

M!&'�*, S$% 6 (PTI): LGBTQ 

rights activists here on Thursday 

welcomed the Supreme Court 

judgement decriminalising consen-

sual gay sex and dubbed the verdict 

“historic” and “unprecedented”.

Satya Benerjee from Gay Bom-

bay, a body working for the bet-

terment of the community, said 

the historic judgement will have a 

far-reaching impact on the Indian 

society and will also help in “stop-

ping brain-drain”.

“This is a milestone that a par-

ticular community has achieved 

after a long, long struggle. A whole 

new era of equal rights for gay or 

lesbian people will begin. Thanks 

to the government and other par-

ties as well, who kept a neutral 

stance,” he said.

“This verdict will instill a sense 

of con�idence among quali�ied and 

learned citizens of the country and 

stop the brain-drain,” he added.

Transgender rights activist 

Laxmi Tripathi said the verdict 

was a tight slap on the faces of 

those who differentiated between 

people on the basis of their sexual 

preference.

“This verdict is a real tribute to 

those people who committed sui-

cide or who were raped due to the 

stigma. This (judgement) has van-

quished the cruelty that existed for 

a long time and has maintained the 

faith in the Constitution,” she said.

“This day will be remembered 

as a golden day in the history of the 

country and it is a tight slap on (the 

faces of) those who used to cate-

gorise human beings on the basis 

of their sexuality and were looking 

into others’ beds,” Tripathi added.

Another LGBTQ activist Ashok 

Row Kavi said a new dawn has 

arisen for the people of this mar-

ginalised section.

“This verdict is quite unprece-

dented in many terms. The judges 

gave a unanimous decision. It will 

not only empower the margin-

alised sections, but ensure their 

social, physical, psychological wel-

fare. These people, hijras, mem-

bers of the LGBTQ community, face 

several health and other issues like 

alcoholism, suicide, HIV etc. These 

issues will now get addressed. This 

is a better late than never move.”

Welcoming the SC verdict, ad-

vocate Abha Singh said the deci-

sion to strike down Section 377 

was long overdue.

She said this draconian provi-

sion of the IPC was violative of the 

fundamental right to equality (Ar-

ticle 14, 15), freedom of expression 

(Article 19) and most importantly, 

the right to life itself (Article 21).

“Every person has the right to 

choose their life partner. By crim-

inalising homosexuality, the state 

was impinging on the individual’s 

personal liberty and privacy, both 

of which are fundamental rights 

guaranteed under the Constitu-

tion. The injustice and discrimina-

tion that has been meted out to the 

LGBTQ community is abominable,” 

Singh said.

“Justice Indu Malhotra has 

rightly said that we as a society 

owe them an apology for the stig-

ma that has been associated with 

them. While the judgement is laud-

able and historic, for it to translate 

into reality, we require awareness 

campaigns and a receptive audi-

ence,” she added.

She also said that the public 

must be willing to come together 

and be sensitive and empathetic to 

address the problems faced by the 

LGBTQ community.

LGBTQ rights activists welcome ‘historic’ SC verdict on homosexuality

M!&'�*, S$% 6 (PTI): With Jet Air-

ways delaying salaries of its pilots and 

engineers for the second consecutive 

month amid a severe �inancial crunch, 

its pilots have warned the management 

of “non-cooperation” over default on 

payments.

The Naresh Goyal-promoted private 

airline, in which UAE national carrier 

Etihad holds 24 per cent stake, is fac-

ing acute cash crunch after posting two 

back-to back quarterly losses this year.

While its losses stood at Rs 1,036 

crore in the March quarter, the losses 

jumped to Rs 1,300 crore RPT crore in 

the subsequent June quarter of the cur-

rent �iscal.

“Withholding salaries, that too 

without prior notice, is a serious mat-

ter and the management will bear sole 

responsibility for any repercussions,” 

Jet Airways’ pilots said in a communi-

cation to the management earlier this 

week. “We would like to advice that 

failure to address the above points and 

not paying the salaries on time would 

lead to non-cooperation by pilots,” they 

warned.

A Jet Airways’ spokesperson said 

the management is in dialogue with the 

pilots and other members of its team to 

resolve some issues including disburse-

ment of salaries.

Signi�icantly, Jet Airways had de-

layed payment of July salaries to its 

staff earlier.

It had proposed an up to 25 per cent 

cut in salaries of its employees in late 

June but was forced to defer the plan 

following opposition from its pilots’ 

union - National Aviator’s Guild (NAG) 

- and engineers.

“(Earlier) it was agreed that, hence-

forth, salaries would be paid on time 

and, if there were to be a delay, the 

same would be communicated to the 

pilots well in time,” the pilots said.

“We are deeply disappointed over 

both these conditions being violated 

by the management and the pilot body 

would be sure to share our disappoint-

ment,” they said.

The pilots had written to airline 

chief executive Vinay Dube late last 

month expressing their displeasure 

over the “unnecessary” increase in ex-

penditure in the recent times.

In the fresh letter, they have also de-

manded that “all unnecessary positions 

and committees/ groups created in the 

last three months be dissolved with 

immediate effect and the hiring of the 

expensive expats (vis-a-vis domestic 

pilots) be stopped forthwith.”

“We trust you will treat the above 

with the urgency it deserves and take 

immediate steps to resolve the situa-

tion,” they said in the communication.

Salary delay: Jet Airways’ pilots 

warn of “non-cooperation”

L��+��, S$% 6 (PTI): Battered 

after yet another de�lating series 

defeat, the Indian cricket team 

will be aiming to pick up pieces 

while spoiling Alastair Cook’s 

farewell party in the �ifth and �i-

nal Test against England starting 

Friday.

With England taking an un-

assailable 3-1 lead in the �ive-

Test series, the �inal match at the 

Oval is only of academic impor-

tance but Virat Kohli will want 

to �inish on a de�inite high.

A scoreline of 2-3 will de�inite-

ly look much better than 1-4 and 

India will any day take Test win.

Chief coach Ravi Shastri has 

tried to keep the morale of the 

team high by calling it the “best 

travelling side in last 15 years”, 

something that is not corrobo-

rated by facts.

A statistical lowdown will 

show that India under Sourav 

Ganguly’s leadership drawn Test 

series in England (2002) and 

Australia (2003-04) apart from 

winning a Test in West Indies (a 

team that had Brian Lara, Carl 

Hooper, Shivanarine Chander-

paul) and a series in Pakistan.

Under Rahul Dravid, India 

won twin series in West Indies 

(2006) and England (2007) 

apart from winning a Test in 

South Africa.

Under Anil Kumble, India won 

a Test match on a bouncy Perth 

for the �irst time while under Ma-

hendra Singh Dhoni, the Indian 

team won a series in New Zealand 

and also for the only time drew a 

series in South Africa.

Having lost back to back 

overseas series in South Africa 

and England, the myth of being 

good travellers has been bust-

ed and they have not been able 

to convince that they are good 

enough to win a series outside 

sub-continent.

Kohli-led side though has re-

tained its number one Test rank-

ing despite series’ losses in both 

overseas tours in 2018 thus far.

In this backdrop, Kohli’s In-

dia will be playing a Test match 

where team combination will 

again come under focus.

While they would want to 

play the best possible eleven, 

there is also a case for experi-

mentation with the line-up.

With Prithvi Shaw’s inclu-

sion in the Test squad, the Indi-

an selectors are looking ahead 

to the next line of openers. And 

with Murali Vijay dropped, they 

need to �irm up plans ahead as 

attention will soon turn to the 

tour of Australia in December.

A school of thought suggests 

that Shaw should be thrown into 

the deep end of the pool to ascer-

tain if he can take on the pressure 

of facing the best bowlers inter-

national cricket has to offer.

Even if he fails to get going in 

this one-off Test, at age 18, Shaw 

still has time to climb the ladder 

again. Meanwhile, any success on 

his part will provide an easy an-

swer to the opening conundrum 

ahead of the Australian tour.

The other school of thought 

suggests that the current opening 

combination of Shikhar Dhawan 

and KL Rahul ought to be retained.

If the selectors are indeed 

looking ahead, this could prove 

to be a last chance for either 

of them to impress before the 

series against West Indies and 

the domestic �irst-class season 

begins back at home. Early indi-

cators are that Shaw will have to 

wait for his chance, at least until 

the home season.

Elsewhere though, India will 

be looking to play with their 

lower-middle order and bowl-

ing combinations. With Hardik 

Pandya failing to impress with 

the bat, the management could 

trial Hanuma Vihari in the mid-

dle, as he is also a handy spinner.

Ravindra Jadeja looks set to 

play his �irst Test on tour, with 

Ravichandran Ashwin not bowl-

ing in the nets on Wednesday 

and moving gingerly as well.

While there is no con�irma-

tion from the management, it 

has been reliably learnt that he 

has aggravated his hip strain 

and will miss out on the �inal 

Test.

Jasprit Bumrah could also 

be rested keeping in view the 

Asia Cup beginning next week in 

the UAE. The pacer, along with 

Shardul Thakur, is part of In-

dia’s limited-overs’ squad and as 

such Umesh Yadav could make a 

comeback into the side.

For England, this Test will be 

marked more by emotion than 

anything else. One of their great-

est ever, Alastair Cook, takes his 

�inal bow and leaves the hosts 

potentially searching for two 

openers for their tour of Sri Lan-

ka later in the year.

Given that an unchanged 

squad for this �ifth Test was an-

nounced after Cook went public 

with his decision to retire, the 

selectors retain faith in Keaton 

Jennings who seemed to have 

turned a con�ident corner in the 

second innings at Southampton.

England could also opt to 

rest one of James Anderson and 

Stuart Broad in light of their 

workloads, as Chris Woakes is �it 

again and available for selection.

The pitch, on Wednesday, 

bore a green tinge like all other 

wickets in this series. However, 

it was more an uneven sprin-

kling than an even covering.

Pride at stake, India eye consolation

win in Cook’’s farewell Test
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T����, S��  6 (AFP): Dev-

astating landslides caused 

by a powerful 6.6-magni-

tude earthquake in northern 

Japan claimed at least nine 

lives on Thursday, with doz-

ens still missing as homes 

were engulfed.

Multiple, large-scale 

landslides struck the sparse-

ly populated countryside, 

which was also hit by the 

edge of a powerful typhoon 

that surged through Japan 

earlier this week.

Aerial views showed doz-

ens of houses destroyed at 

the bottom of a hill, with a 

rescue helicopter winching a 

resident to safety.

Around three million 

homes lost power after the 

quake damaged a major 

thermal plant supplying the 

region.

The Tomari nuclear pow-

er plant in Hokkaido, which 

was not operational before 

the quake, was forced to turn 

to emergency back-up pow-

er to keep its cooling system 

working, NHK said.

Kazuo Kibayashi, a town 

of�icial at hard-hit Abira 

town, told AFP: “There was a 

sudden, extreme jolt. I felt it 

went sideways, not up-and-

down, for about two to three 

minutes.”

“It stopped before shak-

ing started again. I felt it 

come in two waves. I am 51, 

and I have never experienced 

anything like this. I thought 

my house was going to col-

lapse. Everything inside my 

house was all jumbled up. I 

didn’t have time to even start 

cleaning,” he added.

Moments after the initial 

quake, an aftershock measur-

ing 5.3 rocked the area and 

dozens more aftershocks fol-

lowed throughout the night 

and into the morning.

Akira Fukui, from the 

main city of Sapporo, told 

AFP: “I woke up around 3am 

with a vertical jolt. I put the 

light on but it went out short-

ly afterwards. All the traf�ic 

lights are out and there’s no 

power at work.”

No tsunami warning was 

issued after the relatively 

shallow quake, which struck 

62 kilometres (39 miles) 

southeast of the regional cap-

ital Sapporo.

“We will do our best to 

save lives,” Prime Minister 

Shinzo Abe said after an 

emergency cabinet meeting.

NHK reported that nine 

people had lost their lives, 

many of them in the village 

of Atsuma, where the land-

slide engulfed the homes. 

Thirty-three people were 

still missing, the broadcaster 

added.

Local media said the dead 

also included an 82-year-old 

man who fell down the stairs 

at his home during the quake 

and that around 130 people 

had sustained minor injuries.

Around 20,000 rescue 

workers, including police and 

members of the Self-Defence 

Forces were responding to 

the disaster, government 

spokesman Yoshihide Suga 

said. Another 20,000 SDF 

troops are expected to join 

the effort.

“I urge people in areas 

shaken by strong quakes to 

stay calm, pay attention to 

evacuation information... and 

help each other,” Suga added.

“It’s going to rain (in Hok-

kaido). Please be very care-

ful of further landslides,” the 

spokesman warned.

Japan is still recovering 

from the worst typhoon to 

hit the country in 25 years, 

which struck the western 

part of the country on Tues-

day, claiming at least 11 lives 

and causing major damage to 

the region’s main airport.

Of�icials warned of the 

danger of fresh quakes.

“Large quakes often oc-

cur, especially within two 

to three days (of a big one),” 

said Toshiyuki Matsumori, in 

charge of monitoring earth-

quakes and tsunamis at the 

meteorological agency.

The risk of housing col-

lapses and landslides had in-

creased, he said, urging resi-

dents “to pay full attention to 

seismic activity and rainfall and 

not to go into dangerous areas.”

The earthquake also 

caused travel disruption, 

with all �lights cancelled 

from Sapporo’s main Chitose 

airport, where the quake 

brought down part of a ceil-

ing and burst a water pipe. 

Local buses and trains and 

bullet train services were 

halted.

A friendly football match 

between Japan and Chile 

planned for Sapporo was can-

celled, with the Japanese FA 

citing the quake’s severe im-

pact on power and transport.

Industry Minister Hiro-

shige Seko said it would take 

“at least a week” for power to 

be restored to nearly three 

million homes after a �ire in 

the area’s largest thermal 

plant was discovered.

And the national mete-

orological agency warned 

that more bad weather could 

be on the way for Hokkaido, 

urging people to be vigilant 

for landslides, high tides and 

heavy rain.

Japan sits on the Paci�ic 

“Ring of Fire” where many 

of the world’s earthquakes 

and volcanic eruptions are 

recorded.

In June, a deadly tremor 

rocked the Osaka region, kill-

ing �ive people and injuring 

over 350.

On March 11, 2011, a 

devastating 9.0-magnitude 

quake struck under the Pa-

ci�ic Ocean, and the resulting 

tsunami caused widespread 

damage and claimed thou-

sands of lives.

Japan quake, landslides leave at least 9 dead

S��!", S��  6 (AFP): The leaders 

of the two Koreas will hold a sum-

mit in Pyongyang in September, 

Seoul said Thursday, as Kim Jong 

Un renewed his commitment to 

the denuclearisation of the �lash-

point peninsula.

The announcement of the Sep-

tember 18-20 summit -- the third 

between the North’s leader Kim 

and South Korean President Moon 

Jae-in this year -- comes as US ef-

forts to dismantle Pyongyang’s nu-

clear arsenal have stalled.

The two leaders will meet in 

the North Korean capital to discuss 

“practical measures to denuclear-

ise” the peninsula, South Korean 

National Security Advisor Chung 

Eui-yong told reporters.

Chung on Wednesday �lew to 

Pyongyang where he handed over 

a personal letter from Moon to 

Kim, as Seoul seeks to kick-start 

the diplomacy that led to the land-

mark June summit between US 

President Donald Trump and the 

North Korean leader.

The two pledged to denucle-

arise the Korean peninsula at the 

Singapore meeting but no details 

were agreed, and Washington and 

Pyongyang have sparred since on 

what that means and how it will be 

achieved.

However, in his meeting with 

Chung, Kim renewed his commit-

ment to that goal, North Korean 

state media said Thursday.

The two Koreas “should fur-

ther their efforts to realise the de-

nuclearisation of the Korean pen-

insula”, Kim was quoted as saying 

by KCNA.

“It is our �ixed stand... to com-

pletely remove the danger of 

armed con�lict and horror of war 

from the Korean peninsula and 

turn it into the cradle of peace 

without nuclear weapons and free 

from nuclear threat.”

The pledge comes after Trump, 

frustrated with a lack of prog-

ress on disarmament, last month 

cancelled Secretary of State Mike 

Pompeo’s trip to Pyongyang after 

the North reportedly sent a bellig-

erent letter to the US leader.

Stephen Biegun, newly-ap-

pointed US envoy for the North, 

said last month Kim had promised 

“�inal, fully veri�ied denuclearisa-

tion” at the Singapore summit.

But Pyongyang has slammed 

the Washington for its “gang-

ster-like” demands for complete, 

veri�iable and irreversible disar-

mament.

Kim emphasised that his “trust 

in Trump remains unchanged” de-

spite the dif�iculties, Chung said, 

and expressed his intention to 

work closely with the US to achieve 

denuclearisation “in the �irst of�i-

cial term of President Trump.”

But the North Korean leader 

also expressed a “sense of frus-

tration” with the international 

community for not appreciating 

what he called Pyongyang’s “very 

signi�icant and meaningful” steps, 

Chung said.

Kim noted the North had dis-

mantled its nuclear test site in 

Punggye-ri, where nuclear tests 

“have been made impossible for 

good”, according to the South Ko-

rean envoy.

“Chairman Kim asked us to 

convey the message to the US that 

the US (should) help create situa-

tions where he would feel his de-

cision to denuclearise was a right 

move,” Chung said.

Chung also conveyed a mes-

sage from Trump to Kim, a presi-

dential spokesman said, without 

elaborating.

The upcoming summit be-

tween Kim and Moon may help 

break the months-long deadlock 

after the Singapore summit, said 

Lim Eul-chul, professor at Kyun-

gnam University’s Graduate School 

of North Korean Studies.

“There is a still big gap be-

tween what the North considers 

suf�icient goodwill gestures, like 

destroying its missile test stand or 

a nuclear test site, and what the US 

wants, including on-site veri�ica-

tion by experts,” he said.

Narrowing the gap and re-

building trust between Kim and 

Trump is key in the dialogue -- if 

any -- ahead, he said, adding Kim 

would seek to send more reconcil-

iatory messages to Trump through 

Moon in September.

North Korea has demanded 

that Washington agree to formally 

end the 1950-53 Korean War, and 

accused it of failing to reciprocate 

“goodwill measures”.

But American of�icials and con-

servatives in the South are con-

cerned such a declaration would 

weaken the US-South Korea alli-

ance and deprive the 28,000 US 

forces stationed on the peninsula 

of their deployment rationale.

Kim dismissed such worries, 

Chung said, and told the South Ko-

rean delegation that a formal end 

of the Korean War would not be 

linked to the withdrawal of the US 

troops.

Professor Yang Moo-jin of the 

University of North Korean Stud-

ies said Kim sees the US agreeing 

to a formal end to the war as a “lit-

mus test” to determine whether 

Washington is sincere in moving 

forward.

Two Koreas to hold summit as Kim renews denuclearisation pledge

K!#"# L!$�!%, 

S�� 6 (AFP): 

Malaysian Prime 

Minister Maha-

thir Mohamad 

on Thursday de-

nounced the can-

ing of two wom-

en convicted of 

having lesbian 

sex in violation 

of strict Islamic laws, after the punish-

ment sparked a storm of criticism.

The pair were caned in front of more 

than 100 spectators in an Islamic court 

Monday, with one of the women break-

ing down in tears, after they admitted 

breaching rules that forbid homosexual 

relations.

The punishment in conservative 

northern Terengganu state marked the 

�irst time women have been caned for 

same-sex relations in Muslim-majority 

Malaysia, according to campaigners, 

and heightened fears about a worsen-

ing climate for the country’s homosex-

uals.

Mahathir added his voice to grow-

ing criticism, saying he had discussed 

the issue with his cabinet and they felt 

the caning “does not re�lect justice and 

tolerance in Islam”.

“This gives a bad image of Islam and 

we believe that if there are similar cas-

es like this we need to consider giving 

lighter punishments,” he said.

“It is crucial we show Islam is not 

a cruel religion... 

that humiliates 

people.”

Mahathir said 

as it was a �irst of-

fence for the wom-

en, they should 

have been given 

advice rather than 

being caned.

The women, 

aged 22 and 32, were arrested in April 

by Islamic enforcement of�icers after 

they were found in a car in a public 

square. The pair, whose identities have 

not been revealed, pleaded guilty last 

month to breaking Islamic laws and 

were sentenced to six strokes of the 

cane and a �ine of 3,300 ringgit (USD 

800).

Multi-ethnic Malaysia operates a 

dual-track legal system, with Islamic 

courts handling religious and family 

matters for Muslim citizens, who make 

up over 60 per cent of the country’s 

population.

Islamic laws are overseen by indi-

vidual states in Malaysia.

Terengganu state is governed by 

the conservative Pan-Malaysian Islamic 

Party (PAS), which is not part of the rul-

ing coalition at the national level.

The caning came against a backdrop 

of what activists say is growing 

intolerance towards the country’s 

lesbian, gay, bisexual and transgender 

(LGBT) community.

Malaysia PM denounces caning

of women for lesbian sex
W#&'*+- �+, S�� 6 (PTI): Pakistan 

currently has 140 to 150 nuclear war-

heads and the stockpile is expected to 

increase to 220 to 250 by 2025 if the 

current trend continues, according to a 

latest report by authors keeping a track 

of the country’s nukes.

The current estimate of 140 to 150 

nuclear weapons exceeds the projec-

tion made by the US Defense Intelli-

gence Agency in 1999 that Pakistan 

would have 60 to 80 warheads by 2020.

“We estimate that the country’s 

stockpile could more realistically grow 

to 220 to 250 warheads by 2025, if 

the current trend continues. If that 

happens, it would make Pakistan the 

world’s �ifth-largest nuclear weapon 

state,” Hans M Kristensen, Robert S 

Norris and Julia Diamond said in the 

report ‘Pakistani nuclear forces 2018’.

Kristensen, the lead author, is the 

director of the Nuclear Information 

Project with the Federation of Ameri-

can Scientists (FAS) in Washington, DC.

Over the past decade, the US assess-

ment of nuclear weapons security in 

Pakistan appears to have changed con-

siderably from con�idence to concern, 

particularly as a result of the introduc-

tion of tactical nuclear weapons, the 

report said.

“With several delivery systems in 

development, four plutonium produc-

tion reactors, and its uranium enrich-

ment facilities expanding, however, Pa-

kistan has a stockpile that will likely in-

crease further over the next 10 years,” 

says the report.

Pakistan continues to expand its nu-

clear arsenal with more warheads, more 

delivery systems and a growing �issile 

materials production industry, it said.

“Analysis of a large number of com-

mercial satellite images of Pakistani 

army garrisons and air force bas-

es shows what appear to be mobile 

launchers and underground facilities 

that might be related to nuclear forces,” 

said the report.

The authors observe that the size of 

the increase will depend on many factors.

Two key factors will be how many 

nuclear-capable launchers Pakistan 

plans to deploy, and how much the In-

dian nuclear arsenal grows.

“Speculation that Pakistan may be-

come the world’s third-largest nuclear 

weapon state with a stockpile of some 

350 warheads a decade from now are, 

we believe, exaggerated, not least be-

cause that would require a buildup two 

to three times faster than the growth 

rate over the past two decades,” the au-

thors said.

According to the report, Pakistan is 

modifying its nuclear posture with new 

short-range nuclear-capable weapon 

systems to counter military threats be-

low the strategic level.

“The efforts seek to create a 

full-spectrum deterrent that is de-

signed not only to respond to nuclear 

attacks, but also to counter an Indian 

conventional incursion onto Pakistani 

territory,” it said.

Pakistan could emerge as world’s 5th 

largest nuclear weapons state: report

P��+-�#+-, S�� 6 

(AFP): Severe �looding in 

North Korea has killed at 

least 76 people with an-

other 75 missing, many 

of them children, the Red 

Cross said Thursday.

Thousands of people 

have been left homeless 

after heavy rains trig-

gered �loods and land-

slides, toppling more 

than 800 buildings in-

cluding houses, clinics 

and schools in North and 

South Hwanghae prov-

inces, leaving Red Cross 

volunteers scrambling to 

�ind survivors.

“Thousands have lost 

their homes and are in 

urgent need of health 

services, shelter, food, 

safe drinking water and 

sanitation,” said John 

Fleming of the Interna-

tional Federation of Red 

Cross and Red Crescent 

Societies (IFRC) North 

Korea country of�ice.

“With the cold season 

around the corner, we 

are also concerned this 

disaster will increase the 

risk of health problems 

and food insecurity for 

some communities.”

Impoverished North 

Korea is vulnerable to 

natural disasters. More 

than 130 people died af-

ter �loods struck North 

Hamgyong province in 

2016, bringing down 

buildings and leaving 

hundreds of thousands 

in urgent need of food 

and shelter.

The country’s territo-

ry is largely composed of 

mountains and hills that 

have long been stripped 

bare for fuel or turned 

into terraced rice �ields, 

allowing rainwater to 

�low downhill unchecked.

Severe .looding in N Korea 

kills 76: Red Cross
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EtCETERA

COMEBACK! Cobie Smulders and Samuel L. 

Jackson transform into S.H.I.E.L.D. agents for 

Spider-Man: Far From Home fi lming in London.
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ARIES: A welcome communication 

from a business or romantic partner 

could arrive today, Aries. This could 

generate a lot of enthusiasm on both 

your parts and do wonders for your 

relationship or for whatever business 

you do together. Be honest with your 

partner. Don’t conceal your concerns. 

It’s better to get things out in the open. 

Don’t worry. Everything will be OK!

TAURUS: Today is a good day to ask 

for a raise or consider other ways to in-

crease your income, Taurus. Superiors 

will be in a receptive mood and likely 

feeling more benevolent than usual. This 

is a good time to study and consider in-

vestment possibilities, but it isn’t a good 

time to make investments. The facts may 

diff er from what you read or hear. Wait 

about a week before deciding.

GEMINI: You should be feeling es-

pecially romantic and sensual now, 

Gemini, and you might draw admiring 

glances from those around you - even 

strangers. Your passion is high, so this 

is an excellent day to plan a romantic 

evening. You could also feel especially 

creative and want to spend your day in 

some sort of artistic activity. Go to it!

CANCER: Strange, passionate stir-

rings could fi nd you wanting to escape 

from civilization with a lover, Cancer. 

This is a great day for it. At least plan 

a quiet evening at home with your spe-

cial someone. You might also want to 

satisfy other sensual cravings, such as 

a desire for delicious food, drink, or 

comfortable chairs or beds. Flow with 

it. We all need a little self-indulgence 

now and then!

LEO: Interesting communications 

from friends could center on possible 

world developments or maybe some 

juicy gossip about people you know, 

Leo. Enjoy yourself, but don’t take ev-

erything you hear at face value. Much 

of it is less actual fact than the product 

of someone’s fertile imagination. Short 

journeys in your area could bring news 

of upcoming changes in your commu-

nity. Expect the unexpected!

VIRGO: Today you might earn cor-

porate kudos, Virgo, for all signs in-

dicate that your imagination is fl ying 

high and can be put to work to increase 

your job eff ectiveness. You might even 

earn a promotion or increase in salary. 

However, it’s important to curb the im-

pulse to hide the downside of whatever 

you’re doing from those in power. Be 

honest! It will benefi t you more in the 

long run.

LIBRA: Your mind is likely to be go-

ing a thousand miles an hour. Ideas 

for imaginative and innovative proj-

ects may come faster than you can 

possibly turn them into reality. Write 

them down. You may not have time to 

work on them now, but you will later. 

You could decide to attend a lecture, 

sign up for a class, or make plans to 

join friends and attend another kind of 

group activity.

SCORPIO: You may have strange 

dreams and vivid premonitions today, 

Scorpio. Your intuition and telepathic 

faculties are operating at a high level. 

You could think of someone who later 

phones or drops by. There’s also a ten-

dency to be too paranoid. Don’t panic 

if some of the messages you receive 

seem disturbing. Check out the facts 

fi rst. You’re likely to fi nd that all is 

better than you thought.

SAGITTARIUS: Today you could 

be feeling warm and friendly toward 

everyone. You might be involved in 

social events or receive invitations to 

future parties. You’ll probably have a 

great time and make some new friends. 

Take care to take lots of vitamin C. 

There could be colds or other bugs fl y-

ing around and you could be more sus-

ceptible to such infections at this time.

CAPRICORN: Relations with people 

on the job should be warm, Capricorn, 

and this could do wonders for your 

career. Take nothing at face value. All 

may not be as it seems. Someone has 

issues with you that render him or her 

untrustworthy. Take care to avoid get-

ting too close to anyone who seems a 

little under the weather. Your immune 

system is a bit weak and you could 

catch a bug.

AQUARIUS: Some new information 

could come your way that causes you 

to focus on a new interest, Aquarius. 

It’ll set your mind traveling to faraway 

places and times. You may also meet 

some new people who are highly ed-

ucated, from foreign lands, or both. 

They might have fascinating stories to 

tell! Whatever happens, today promis-

es to excite your curiosity and stimu-

late your intellect.

PISCES: You could have some intense 

dreams tonight, Pisces. You might fi nd 

that they bring inspiration for creative 

projects, perhaps for redecorating or 

otherwise beautifying your home. You 

could feel energetic now and want to 

charge ahead and work on your proj-

ect until you drop. Take care to pace 

yourself. You might tire to the point of 

feeling ill.

The newest installment in 

the James Bond franchise 

has already hit a stumbling 

block with the departure of 

Oscar-winning director Dan-

ny Boyle. And it has been 

claimed that James Bond 25 

is set to be delayed after 007 

actor Daniel Craig signed up 

for a new movie role that be-

gins shooting in November.

According to The Sun, the 

talented actor, 50, will play 

the lead in murder mystery 

Knives Out, with !ilming be-

ginning a month before pro-

duction on the spy thriller 

was scheduled to start.

Knives Out is written and 

directed by Star Wars’ Rian 

Johnson, with Craig playing 

a lead detective in the !lick, 

inspired by Agatha Christie 

murder mystery novels.

Layer Cake star Daniel is 

said to have signed up in the 

last two weeks, putting the 

spy thriller’s November 2019 

release date in jeopardy.

A source told the website: 

“Daniel is obviously already 

looking beyond Bond, and 

taking this gig makes it clear 

nobody expects to get things 

back on track anytime soon. 

It was supposed to start 

shooting very soon, but that’s 

now impossible.”

It was alleged Johnson 

offered Daniel the role after 

learning of a ‘small window’ in 

his schedule. This will be Dan-

iel’s !ifth and !inal outing as the 

dashing Secret Service agent.

The claim comes as direc-

tor Danny Boyle sensational-

ly abandoned the James Bond 

25 project last month over 

‘creative differences’.

It was reported that 

Boyle’s speci!ic issue with the 

proposed plot for the latest 

!ilm was that writers wanted 

to kill off 007 and have him 

‘regenerate’ for James Bond 

26, a la Doctor Who, as Dan-

iel !inally bids goodbye to the 

franchise.

The Sun reports that, ac-

cording to an insider: “There 

were discussions about kill-

ing off Bond in dramatic fash-

ion at the end. It would also 

leave it open for a twist in 

the next instalment — either 

Bond hadn’t died or there 

could be a Doctor Who-esque 

regeneration with a new ac-

tor. There were clashes over 

budget and there’s pandemo-

nium among crew with peo-

ple leaving the production 

left, right and centre.”

The decision to kill Bond 

- something that has never 

been done thus far in the !ilm 

series, despite many a near 

miss - is said to be the idea of 

long-serving producer Bar-

bara Broccoli, who wants a 

‘pure gold spectacular !inale’. 

But Boyle, 61, was allegedly 

dead set against the idea.

Boyle had been collab-

orating with screenwriter 

John Hodge on the script for 

the movie.

The North American re-

lease date for the upcoming 

James Bond movie - tenta-

tively slated for November 

8, 2019 - remains up in the 

air following Boyle’s exodus 

from the project over cre-

ative differences earlier this 

week.

Sources told The Holly-

wood Reporter the movie 

will not hit its original release 

date, and could be pushed 

back until the following year.

The !ilm will be distribut-

ed in the states by MGM, and 

overseas by Universal; in the 

UK, its release date is slat-

ed for October 25, 2019, the 

publication reported.

In a separate report, in-

siders told Deadline indicat-

ed that the !ilm remains on 

track to hit theaters Novem-

ber 8, citing contrary infor-

mation as ‘wishful thinking 

by rival distributors.’

The date might remain in-

tact assuming a new director 

is hired within the next two 

months. Producers Broccoli 

and Michael G. Wilson, ac-

cording to the outlet, have yet 

to declare which direction 

they will be moving in.

The month in question 

will be a big one in cinemas, 

with Wonder Woman 1984 

due to debut November 1.

James Bond 25 delayed after Daniel

Craig double-books!

Anushka Sharma and Virat Kohli have been 

our IT couple, before it was even a thing. 

While the duo never really engaged in paint-

ing the town red with their PDA — apart from 

a few mushy posts by Virat — it was their 

secret, romantic Italian wedding [and their 

beautiful faces 

that beamed with 

love] that turned 

them into abso-

lute #GOALS.

And honestly, 

there has been 

no looking back 

since. In fact, they 

hand out relation-

ship guides when-

ever they step 

out and we’re not 

complaining. In 

fact, Anushka has 

gone ahead and 

given us more rea-

sons to gush even 

whilst promoting 

her !ilm, Sui Dhaaga.

That’s right. Anushka who is sharing the 

screen-space with Varun Dhawan for the !irst 

time in Sui Dhaaga is going out and about to 

market the !ilm. But even then, being miles 

apart from the husband, she has managed to 

tug at our heartstrings and we are betting his 

too. It all happened during a round of inter-

views that Anushka and Varun attended for 

Film Companion.

And while the interaction, Varun was 

asked if he is a cricket fan and pat came a re-

ply, “Yes, I am but I control myself… Anushka.. 

yaar aaj toh baat 

kara do.. I am 

never going to do 

that.”

However, our 

favourite part is 

when the host 

said that Anush-

ka is married 

to the greatest 

batsman alive 

and the actress 

promptly replied, 

“I am married to 

the greatest man 

in the world.” In 

fact, earlier when 

the Sui Dhaaga 

pair was in Jaipur, 

the students started chanting Virat Kohli’s 

name. And Anushka who was evidently 

blushing replied saying, “Jee haan haan.. Sab-

ko unse prem hai, Mujhe bhi hai. Sabko unki 

yaad aa rahi hai, mujhe bhi aa rahi hai. (Yes, 

everyone loves him, I also love him. Everyone 

is missing him, I am missing him too.”)

“I am married to the greatest man in the world,” 
says Anushka Sharma on hubby Virat Kohli

After Abhishek Bachchan 

and Kriti Sanon, the 

latest Bollywood celebrity 

whose social media handle 

is hacked is none other than 

Shahid Kapoor who became a 

father to a baby boy.

Minutes back, three un-

sual pictures on the actor’s 

Instagram handle who seems 

to be fan of Allaudin Khilji 

were noticed as the pictures 

posted from Shahid’s han-

dle read, “Raja Alaaddin Kh-

ilji aise barbar, janwar aur 

harami aadmi nahi thi jaise 

aap ko dikhai di! Subscribe 

https://m.youtube.com/

watch?v=77VkZ4Nlrdk.”

Not only has his Insta-

gram, the Udta Punjab ac-

tor’s Twitter handle has been 

hacked.

Shahid’s Twitter bio re-

veals the name of organi-

sation which is behind the 

same. Ayyildiz Tim is a Turk-

ish hacker group, which was 

founded in the years 2002. 

The members of this group 

characterize themselves as 

patriots, nationalists and 

Ataturk supporters. Appar-

ently, it is the most powerful 

hacker group from Turkey.

This comes just a day af-

ter Shahid Kapoor welcome 

his second baby with wife 

Mira Kapoor. Mira was ad-

mitted last evening at Hindu-

ja Hospital. Her mother, Bela 

Rajput had visited her during 

the wee hours of the night, 

post which we got the good 

news of their new bundle of 

joy.

For those unaware, 

Shahid and Mira are already 

parents to Misha, who is 2 

year old. The duo got married 

in the year 2015 and have 

been giving us major couple 

goals since then. During 

Mira’s pregnancy phase, 

Shahid was by his side, like a 

dotting husband.

Needless to say, Rajkum-

mar Rao is a self-made 

star and has proven his worth 

since his debut in 2010 with 

Dibakar Banerjee’s !ilm Love 

Sex Aur Dhokha. Soon after 

which, the actor has been 

unstoppable with his stellar 

acts in Omerta, Newton and 

his recently released !ilm 

Stree opposite Shraddha Ka-

poor.

With the nepotism de-

bate, sparked by Kangana 

Ranaut on Karan Johar’ show 

Koffee With Karan, going on, 

the actor was recently asked 

whether he was ever re-

placed by a star kid.

Rajkummar said in an 

interaction with Pinkvilla, “I 

don’t know star kid or not 

but once it has happened that 

I was replaced with someone. 

But I didn’t take it personally. 

I thought something better 

is waiting for me ahead. I am 

quite an optimist that way. I 

think very positive about life 

and everything.”

Earlier this year, the mul-

tifaceted actor had told PTI, 

“Favoritism is there of course, 

it is present everywhere, so it 

is !ine. But my only concern is 

when because of favoritism I 

have to see non-talented peo-

ple in !ilms. That is a problem 

for me. I want to see talent 

on screen. I don’t care where 

they come from or which 

family they belong to. There 

are actors like Ranbir Kapoor 

and Alia Bhatt, they are such 

talented people working in 

the !ilm industry.”

On the work front, the ac-

tor is currently riding high on 

the success of Dinesh Vijan’s 

horror-comedy Stree which 

released on August 31. Be-

sides which, he has Made In 

India opposite television ac-

tress Mouni Roy.

After welcoming a baby boy, Shahid Kapoor’s

social media handles get HACKED!

Rajkummar Rao: I was

replaced by someone but I

didn’t take it personally


