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G������, 09 O!� (IPR): 

Chief Minister Pawan 

Chamling presided over 

the inaugural session of 

The Eastern & North-

eastern Region Policy 

Dialogue on “Making 

Liveable Cities: Challeng-

es and Way Forward” at 

Chintan Bhawan today.

Organized by The En-

ergy and Resources Insti-

tute (TERI) New Delhi, 

the dialogue was held 

primarily to bring to-

gether policy makers, ac-

ademicians and experts 

under one roof to discuss 

and deliberate upon the 

various challenges faced 

by broadening urban de-

velopment and its haz-

ards on the environment.

Also, accompanying 

the Chief Minister was 

the Minister for UD&HD, 

N.K Subba, Minster for 

FE&WMD, T.W Lepcha, 

Mayor of Gangtok Munic-

ipal Corporation, S Singh, 

Deputy Mayor, L Doma 

and of�icial and repre-

sentatives of depart-

ments of the Government 

of Sikkim .

Chief Minister, Pawan 

Chamling, in his inaugu-

ral address welcomed the 

participants to Sikkim- 

The Cleanest Hill Station 

and the Most Peaceful 

and Greenest State in the 

country. He expressed 

pleasure on being pres-

ent amongst an eminent 

gathering comprising of 

scientists, experts, tech-

nocrats, architects and 

of�icials from different 

states of India and added 

that this initiative of a re-

gional policy dialogue on 

“Making Liveable Cities” 

will greatly facilitate in 

�inding solutions for mak-

ing liveable, sustainable 

cities in the north eastern 

and eastern region. 

He stated that this 

dialogue is signi�icant in 

regards to the recently 

concluded conference 

on “Cities and Climate 

Change Science”, of the 

“Intergovernmental Pan-

el on Climate Change-IP-

CC”, held in Canada ear-

ly this year. The Chief 

Minister said that with 

globalization the growth 

in communication and 

improved accessibility 

to different livelihood 

brings with it enhanced 

challenges of villages 

transforming to towns 

and towns developing 

into cities which is in 

many ways straining the 

carrying capacity of ur-

ban townships and cities. 

This rapid development, 

he added, calls for the 

need for framing effective 

policies and programs to 

make growth sustainable 

in urban centres.

He highlighted the 

need for a clear under-

standing on the rapidly 

altering urban scenar-

io and its effect on the 

eco-system and further 

stressed that rising con-

sumerism, reckless use 

of natural resources and 

dependency on chemi-

cally grown foods invites 

man-made hazards to 

both humans and most 

importantly, the natural 

environment. Hence, Cli-

mate Change and its is-

sues must be addressed 

with utmost urgency. 

The Chief Minister 

spoke about how the 

mountains are increas-

ingly being embedded 

with townships and cities 

with development which 

poses several questions 

on the fragility of our 

mountains and that there 

is a grave necessity to 

balance development 

and an increasing popu-

lation along with the pro-

tection of the eco-system 

in a sustainable manner. 

He also remarked that 

urbanization’s impact on 

biodiversity is an issue of 

major concern and city 

planners and scientists 

must maintain long-term 

data on urban develop-

ment and their impact on 

climate change.

The Chief Minister 

brie�ly outlined policies 

and programs imple-

G������, 09 O!� (IPR): 

A Table Top Exercise 

(TTEx) for the execu-

tion of Earthquake Mock 

Drill on 10 Oct was held 

today at the Mini Audi-

torium, Manan Bhawan. 

Chaired by Chief Secre-

tary, A.K. Shrivastava, the 

TTEx had the presence 

and participation of Sec-

retary Land Revenue & 

Disaster Management 

Department cum State 

Relief Commissioner, Ts-

egyal Tashi, of�icers of 

the LR&DMD, of�icers of 

the Army, Air Force, Na-

tional Disaster Manage-

ment Authority, National 

Disaster Response Force, 

State Disaster Response 

Force, nodal of�icers of 

various Departments, 

Sikkim Police, Fire & 

Emergency Services, Civ-

il Defence, Members of 

NGOs, NYK, and Central 

Referral Hospital. 

It may be mentioned 

that coordination cum 

orientation meeting on 

the Earthquake Mock 

Exercise was held on 25 

Sept under the chair-

manship of the Chief 

Secretary, followed by 

subsequent meetings at 

various levels. Today’s 

meeting was the �inal 

assessment of the prepa-

rations, a day before the 

mock drill exercise.

A massive mock exer-

cise will take place on 10 

Oct following an earth-

quake scenario. Strong 

tremors felt across the 

State of Sikkim triggers 

situations of landslide, 

�ire, toppling of build-

ing and stampede at 

various locations in the 

State capital. The State 

Disaster Management 

Authority under LR&DM 

Department will play out 

the mock exercise in con-

junction with the NDRF, 

NDMA, the Army, Air 

Force and all the stake-

holders. This exercise 

will be held simultane-

ously in all the Districts 

of Sikkim as well as in 

some districts of West 

Bengal. The mock drill 

will begin at 11:15 a.m, it 

was informed.

The areas identi�ied 

for the mock drill exer-

cise in the capital are 

Sichey area, Vajra Cine-

ma Hall area, MG Marg, 

Khadi Of�ice Deorali, 

Nar Bahadur Bhandari 

Degree College Tadong, 

STNM Hospital and CRH 

Manipal. In the East Dis-

trict, the mock drill exer-

cise will be held in Rang-

po Mining Ground and 

Rangpo Bazaar, while in 

other districts the drill 

will take place at various 

locations in the District 

Headquarters. The Stag-

ing Area for the State lev-

el exercise will be Paljor 

Stadium and the Control 

Room or the Emergency 

Operation Centre will be 

at Manan Kendra.

Central observers 

from the Army will be de-

ployed who will prepare 

and submit their reports 

to the Chief Observer for 

feedback during the �inal 

de-brie�ing session at the 

State level. It will evalu-

ate the preparedness of 

the State for earthquake 

disaster event and the 

lessons learnt from the 

mock exercise and the 

gaps identi�ied will help 

in strengthening the di-

saster response mecha-

nisms in the State.

A detailed presenta-

tion on the Mock Drill 

Exercise was made by 

Gen. V.K. Datta, Senior 

Consultant (ME&IRS), 

NDMA. He touched upon 

all aspects of the Mock 

Exercise and the role of 

each of the stakehold-

er and the composite 

task forces comprising 

of army, police, Fire, 

and Medical team for 

response, rescue, evacu-

ation and relief. He also 

explained the structure 

and hierarchy of the In-

cident Response System 

(IRS) for the mock exer-

cise both at the State and 

District level. At the State 

level, the Chief Secretary 

will be the Responsible 

Of�icer and the State Re-

lief Commissioner will 

function as the Incident 

Commander, while in the 

Districts, the respective 

DC is the Responsible Of-

�icer to execute the mock 

drill exercise.

Chief Secretary, A.K. 

Shrivastava in his ad-

dress urged the nodal of-

�icers of all Departments 

and all stakeholders to 

participate sincerely in 

the mock drill exercise. 

He stressed that the ex-

ercise of this magnitude 

will help the State assess 

its preparedness and also 

�ind ways for improve-

ment. He emphasized 

that adequate public 

awareness is generated 

and any panic-like situat-

ed is avoided during the 

mock exercise.

After the Table Top 

Exercise, State Relief 

Commissioner, Tsegyal 

Tashi took a de-brie�ing 

session of all the Districts 

through video conferenc-

ing and assessed their 

preparedness for the 

mock exercise.

G������, 09 O!� (IPR): 

The Secretary, Cultural 

Affairs and Heritage De-

partment, Ambika Prad-

han inaugurated a photo 

exhibition titled “Devel-

opment & Conservation 

of Cultural Heritage of 

Sikkim” in the presence of 

Secretary, Sports & Youth 

Affairs Department, SD 

Dhakal at White Memo-

rial Hall, today. The week 

long exhibition is being 

organised by the Sikkim 

States Archives under the 

Cultural Affairs and Heri-

tage Department. 

Preservation Of�icer, 

LN Sharma highlighted 

that the main purpose of 

the exhibition is to cre-

ate awareness amongst 

the people and show a 

glimpse of the rich cul-

ture and heritage which 

shapes an individual’s val-

ues, heritage and upbring-

ing thereby re�lecting on 

the uniqueness and the 

culture of the place. 

He further stated 

that the exhibition is to 

inform people about the 

benchmark projects un-

der the Cultural Affairs 

and Heritage Depart-

ment so that people are 

aware of their history 

and preservation of its 

culture. He also invited 

all the interested indi-

viduals to visit the exhi-

bition so that it is fruitful 

and informative.

EASTERN & NE REGION POLICY DIALOGUE ON MAKING LIVEABLE CITIES INAUGURATED

CM highlights challenges of urbanization in mountain regions

Photo exhibition on Sikkim’s cultural 

heritage opens at White Hall

Final prep for execution of Earthquake Mock Drill on 10 Oct

Nikki Haley 

resigns as US 

Ambassador 

to UN

W�"#$�����, O!� 9 

(PTI): In a sudden move, 

Indian-American US Am-

bassador to the United 

Nations Nikki Haley re-

signed Tuesday, becoming 

the latest casualty in the 

fragile Trump adminis-

tration just weeks ahead 

of the crucial mid-term 

elections.

President Donald 

Trump has accepted her 

resignation, US media re-

ported.

Trump has tweeted 

that he has a “big an-

nouncement” with Ha-

ley in the Oval Office at 

10:30 a.m.

The reason behind her 

resignation was not im-

mediately clear.

Haley, 46, was the se-

nior most Indian-Ameri-

can of�icial in the Trump 

administration.

She was con�irmed as 

UN Ambassador four days 

after Trump was inaugu-

rated in January 2017. 

She had scripted history 

by becoming the �irst-ev-

er Indian-American to 

be appointed to a cabi-

net-level post in any US 

administration.

The daughter of Indi-

an immigrants from Pun-

jab, Haley was the �irst 

woman tapped by Trump 

for a top-level administra-

tion post during his tran-

sition to the White House.

Haley’s nomination 

was a turning point for 

the Indian-American 

community which is in-

creasingly playing greater 

role in American politics.

She was critical of 

Trump during the pri-

mary campaign and had 

backed Senator Marco 

Rubio in the Republican 

primary. However, before 

the general elections, she 

switched her position, 

saying she would vote for 

Trump.

Born Nimrata “Nikki” 

Randhawa, Haley is the 

�irst minority and female 

governor of South Caroli-

na, a deeply conservative 

state with a long history 

of racial strife.

She is the �irst In-

dian-American woman 

Governor and the second 

Indian-American gover-

nor of any State. Prior to 

becoming governor, she 

represented Lexington 

County in the South Caro-

lina House of Representa-

tives from 2005 to 2011.

Prior to dedicating her 

life to public service, Ha-

ley worked at her family 

business.

Haley and her hus-

band, Michael, a Captain 

in the Army National 

Guard and combat veter-

an who was deployed to 

Afghanistan’s Helmand 

Province, have two chil-

dren, Rena and Nalin.

M%&'�$/N*+ D*-#$, 

O!� 9 (PTI): The #Me-

Too �ire raged on Tues-

day, charring carefully 

built up reputations as 

more women narrated 

their experiences in the 

wide spectrum of sexual 

misconduct with Union 

minister M J Akbar and 

character actor Alok Nath 

amongst those named for 

their alleged actions.

While External Af-

fairs Minister Sushma 

Swaraj refused to answer 

a question on the alle-

gations against her ju-

nior minister, a journal-

ist-turned-politician, the 

ripples of the movement 

to call out those who had 

allegedly sexually ha-

rassed women, verbally 

or physically, were felt 

across the media and en-

tertainment industry.

As the debate around 

what constitutes sexual 

harassment and con-

cerns over due process 

intensi�ied across news-

rooms, drawing rooms 

and social media plat-

forms, several senior 

journalists joined the 

list of those “named and 

shamed” by women.

Expressing its grat-

itude and solidarity to-

wards women journalists 

for their courage, the Ed-

itors Guild said in a state-

ment that it is committed 

to ensuring that the legal 

rights the victims and the 

accused are not violated.

“The Guild extends 

its total support to all 

women journalists, who 

suffered a disadvantage 

in their careers, physical 

or mental trauma, as a 

result of any sexual pre-

dation,” it said.

Perhaps the most 

harrowing experience to 

be shared was by writ-

er-producer Vinta Nanda, 

who accused the “most 

Sanskaari person”, as ac-

tor Alok Nath is known, 

of raping her more than 

once 19 years ago.

The Cine and TV Art-

ists Association Tuesday 

said it would send Nath a 

show-cause notice.

“Dear @vintananda I 

am so so sorry... Unfortu-

nately we’ve to follow the 

due process. I urge you to 

�ile a complaint against 

MJ Akbar, Alok Nath named 

as India’s #MeToo 

 ire rages on
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A 
long pending demand 

for the recruitment of 

32 Posts of Assistant 

Professor in Science for dif-

ferent colleges still remains 

withheld. The notification 

for the recruitment of Assis-

tant Professor (Science) was 

advertised on the same date 

i.e., on 13/10/2017; ADVER-

TISEMENT NO. : 09/SPSC/

EXAM/2017 along with Hu-

manities and Commerce by 

SPSC. 

However, the noti�ica-

tion for the recruitment of 

Science was withdrawn on 

22/03/2018, vide Noti�ica-

tion: 12/EXAM/SPSC/2018 

due to the inclusion of non-lo-

cals as eligible for application 

at par with the local appli-

cants. The Assistant Professor 

(Humanities and Commerce) 

have already received their 

of�ice order and joined their 

duties in different Colleges of 

Sikkim but we are still strug-

gling for the release of adver-

tisement. All the related issues 

have been solved and the 32 

posts were about to get re-ad-

vertised by SPSC with new 

roster point and according 

to Rule 4(4) but again to our 

dismay the advertisement was 

withheld due to issuance of 

new noti�ication by DOPART 

on 26 May 2018 regarding the 

reservation of SC community 

and the announcement of in-

crease of women reservation 

by 3% by the Government. 

But the matter has not been 

resolved yet by Government of 

Sikkim. We have been running 

after for this advertisement 

since last three and half years. 

We visited our concerned 

Department, HRDD (High-

er Education) and met with 

the ACS and the Director/HE 

several times with applica-

tion requesting for advertise-

ment of the said post and also 

DOPART to know about the 

status of new roster point and 

Chief Minister’s Of�ice without 

neglecting our duties in col-

leges. We met our Honorable 

HRDD Minister several times 

in his residence and of�ice but 

still the matter has been not 

solved.  Despite of several visit 

to Mintokgang and the con-

cerned Minister to seek ap-

pointment of Honorable Chief 

Minister of Sikkim to place 

our grievances before him but 

we could not meet our HCM 

due to his busy schedule. This 

is high time to resolve the is-

sue of roster point within this 

year for the conduct of inter-

view for 32 posts of Assistant 

Professor of Science. 

We have been uncondi-

tionally contributing towards 

the holistic actualization of 

higher education goals of the 

state Government, sometimes 

compromising our own pro-

fessional aspirations and at 

this juncture of our lives, our 

age and instability of career 

have started to become a 

matter of great concern. We 

welcome the decision taken 

by the Government of Sikkim 

for considering the regular 

appointment of eligible Ad-

hoc Assistant Professor who 

have served 5 years and above 

but it is not feasible and ap-

plicable to science subjects as 

most of science colleges like 

Sikkim Govt. Science College, 

Chakung, West Sikkim and 

Science department of Nam-

chi Govt. College, Kamrang, 

South Sikkim have started 

recently and also the require-

ment process of Ad-hoc As-

sistant Professor started very 

recently, most of the serving 

eligible Ad-hoc Assistant Pro-

fessor have not completed 5 

years in service. If taken into 

consideration i.e., direct ab-

sorption, it would not be ben-

e�icial for us and also to the 

Government and higher edu-

cation, HRDD because most of 

us will remain left out. Almost 

all the departments in Science 

College, Chakung are running 

only by Adhoc teachers since 

last 4 years having only one 

regular teaching faculty. Since 

last many years Chakung Sci-

ence College is temporarily 

af�iliated to Sikkim University 

(SU), a central university due 

to the lack of required number 

of regular faculties per depart-

ment, which is one of the im-

portant criteria for af�iliation 

process. Recruitment of regu-

lar faculty plays a crucial role 

to furnish quality education 

in higher learning and more-

over the NAAC accreditation 

is concerned. NAAC accredita-

tion is very important part of 

academic grading of Colleges 

and universities throughout 

the country for the various 

funding purposes and in many 

other aspects. Even we cannot 

start Post Graduate Courses in 

some of the department like 

Botany, Zoology and Chemis-

try due to the shortage of reg-

ular faculties.

We, the eligible working 

ad-hoc Assistant Professors 

have been serving the Gov-

ernment of Sikkim for vari-

able periods of time. Our joint 

experience in the arena of 

higher education has proven 

invaluable for strengthening 

our commitment towards the 

goal of actualizing the quali-

ty of higher education in the 

state and also for realizing the 

goal of establishing Sikkim as 

a vibrant & knowledgeable 

society especially in the �ield 

of science subjects. At present 

the following faculty mem-

bers are working on Ad-hoc  

and regular basis in different 

departments at Government 

Colleges and in comparisons 

the regular faculties are very 

less compare to Ad-hoc facul-

ty members; Some of the de-

partment like zoology is run 

by only one faculty member in 

entire colleges of Sikkim.

It seems that it is a high 

time to recruit the regular 

faculties in the colleges to en-

hance the quality education 

in the �ield of higher learning 

especially in science subjects. 

So, it is a humble request to 

the Government of Sikkim 

and the concerned depart-

ments to conduct the above 

mentioned interview at the 

earliest possible.

                        Colleges     Department         Regular         Ad-hoc 

Sikkim Government Science College,  

Chakung, West Sikkim

       Botany             0             2

       Zoology             0             3

       Chemistry             0             3

       Mathematics             0             3

       Physics             0             3

Nar Bahadur Bhandari Degree College, 

Tadong, Gangtok East Sikkim

       Botany             3             1

       Zoology             1             4

       Chemistry             3             2

       Mathematics             2             3

       Physics             3             3

Namchi Govt. College, Kamrang, 

South Sikkim

       Botany             0             5

       Zoology             0             4

       Chemistry             1             1

       Mathematics             0             4

       Physics             0             3

       Total            13            44

A Plea for immediate holding of interviews for 32 

withheld posts of Assistant Professor (Science)
An appeal by eligible Ad-hoc Assistant 

Professors working in different colleges of 

Sikkim and eligible candidates of Sikkim

SUMMIT REPORT

G !"#$%, 09 O&#:

Jorethang Urban Service 

Cooperative Society 

Limited (JUSCS Ltd) held 

its �irst meeting today to 

distribute Share Certi�i-

cate and Bonus in a pro-

gram held at Cooperative 

Building premises in Jore-

thang, South Sikkim, a 

press release informs. 

During the program, 

NJMC Chairperson, Tika 

Gurung was present as 

the chief guest and was 

accompanied by Sikkim 

Cooperative Department, 

DR Sharma (Joint Regis-

trar), Dapgel Lama (In-

spector), Hari Bhattrai 

(Auditor). Also present 

were Society president, 

Bhagirath Rai, Manager 

Mohan Tiwari, Rup Bdr 

Rai (CMC) and members 

of the society. 

While addressing the 

meeting, Tika Gurung as-

sured to help and support 

JUSCS. Likewise, Dapgel 

Lama (Inspector), high-

lighted details of the Soci-

ety’s funds and appealed 

for membership drive.

The meeting has de-

cided to hold its annual 

general meeting before 

the 2019 general election, 

the release mentions. 

Later, Tika Gurung 

handed the Share Cer-

ti�icate and Bonus to 51 

members of the Society.

N '&*+, 09 O&# (IPR): 

A daylong ‘Table Top Ex-

ercise for the Multi State 

Mock Exercise on Earth-

quake’ was held at the 

conference hall of Dis-

trict Administration Cen-

tre in Namchi today. 

The programme was 

chaired by DC (South), 

Prabhaker Verma and SSP 

(South), Shami Rai along-

side Captain, 17 Mountain 

Division, Shivraj Kotwal 

as Observer for the ex-

ercise. Present amongst 

others were various 

Heads of Departments 

from the respective line 

departments, representa-

tives from Police Depart-

ment, NGOs and Sikkim 

State Disaster Response 

Force (SDRF). 

The District Control 

Room will be at DAC 

Conference Hall and the 

mock exercise will be-

gin at 11:15 a.m, it was 

informed. The mock 

exercise will simulate 

a scenario of a massive 

earthquake in Northeast 

which has caused mas-

sive devastation. The 

entire mock exercise will 

be conducted at seven lo-

cations across Namchi as 

well as in Namthang and 

Rabongla.

Addressing, the gath-

ering the DC spoke in 

depth about the entire 

schedule of mock exer-

cise events that would be 

held on 10 Oct. He urged 

all stake holders to par-

ticipate in the activity as 

these kind of mock exer-

cise increases the aware-

ness and alertness level 

as well as equips the 

public to respond appro-

priately in times of any 

disasters in future. 

The programme also 

saw a power point presen-

tation on the action plan 

on behalf of the respective 

departments namely SSP 

South, Training Of�icer, 

DMS , Dy. Director (HRDD) 

and Coordinator (Sri Satya 

Sai). The meeting also saw 

a brief discussion on all ma-

jor mock exercise issues.

It may be mentioned 

here that the District 

Disaster Management 

Authority has urged the 

public not to panic but 

to cooperate with the 

authorities for smooth 

conduct of the mock ex-

ercise. The public have 

also been requested not 

to spread rumours of 

impending earthquake/

disaster which may cause 

fear psychosis and that 

this mock exercise is only 

a preparedness exercise 

and is not a warning of 

any impending disaster.

South preps for Mock Exercise on Earthquake

JUSCS holds -irst 

meeting

this vile creature, we ex-

tend you full support,” 

CINTAA general secre-

tary Sushant Singh wrote 

to Nanda.

Nanda, best known for 

the TV show “Tara”, gave a 

detailed account of the al-

leged assaults in a lengthy 

Facebook post Monday 

night, the latest expose in 

the #MeToo movement 

sweeping India which 

started last fortnight with 

Tanushree Dutta alleging 

that she was harassed 

by veteran actor Nana 

Patekar during a �ilm 

shoot in 2008.

Nanda did not name 

Nath but referred to her 

attacker as “the most 

Sanskaari (cultured) per-

son”, a sobriquet attached 

with the actor courtesy 

his on-screen image of 

playing the goody-goody 

father, uncle and grand-

father.

She alleged that Nath 

sexually assaulted her on 

more than one occasion 

after he was fred from 

the 1993 show for mis-

behaving with its lead ac-

tor, Navneet Nishan.

Con�irming that she 

was indeed talking about 

him, Nanda told PTI later 

in the day, “It has been 

the nucleus of my every 

situation. I lost my con�i-

dence as a writer and as a 

human being. It changed 

me fundamentally.” 

Nanda added that she 

would be meeting ad-

visors to decide further 

course of action.

Reacting to the alle-

gations, Nath told ABP 

News, “Neither I am 

denying this nor do I 

agree with it. It (rape) 

must have happened, 

but someone else would 

have done it. Well, I do 

not want to talk much 

about it as for the matter 

if it has come out, it will 

be stretched.” 

Nishan also backed 

Nanda’s account and 

said, “I dealt with the 

four year harassment 

by slapping the man in 

question and it is done 

and dusted.” 

#MeToo also moved 

out of the Hindi �ilm in-

dustry Tuesday with 

Malayalam actor-turned 

MLA Mukesh being ac-

cused by Tess Joseph, a 

woman casting director, 

of harassing her in 1999 

during the shooting of a 

television show.

An MLA of the rul-

ing CPI(M) and the host 

of several popular TV 

shows, Mukesh rejected 

the charges and said he 

did not even remember 

the shooting of the pro-

gramme.

Writer-lyricist Varun 

Grover was also accused 

in an anonymous post 

but issued a strong de-

nial, saying nothing in 

it was true and he was 

ready to go through an 

inquiry to prove himself.

The comedy collec-

tive AIB, actor-director 

Rajat Kapoor and �ilm-

maker Vikas Bahl felt the 

repercussions of the alle-

gations of sexual miscon-

duct and molestation.

The Mumbai Acad-

emy of Moving Image 

(MAMI) announced that 

the festival will drop 

AIB’s “Chintu Ka Birth-

day” and Rajat Kapoor’s 

“Kadakh” from its show-

case in the light of allega-

tions against them.

Bahl will no longer 

be associated with Kabir 

Khan’s “83”.

Though Bollywood’s 

biggest and most pow-

erful have been mostly 

quiet on the issue, actor 

Aishwarya Rai Bachchan 

Tuesday backed the 

movement but stopped 

short of commenting on 

individual cases.

“The #MeToo move-

ment has gained momen-

tum in present times, the 

world has become small-

er with social media, one 

voice is becoming larger. 

What is nice is that the me-

dia is becoming allied and 

propelling voices that need 

to be heard and giving 

them platform,” she said.

Indian Film & Tele-

vision Directors’ Asso-

ciation said they have 

taken note of the spurt in 

the number of cases and 

have issued Bahl a show 

cause notice. It said it has 

set up a Women’s Griev-

ances Redressal Cell to 

safeguard the interest of 

women artistes.

The National Com-

mission for Women said 

it is in the process of 

gathering detailed infor-

mation of the various al-

legations that have come 

to light in the media.

The movement also 

had its naysayers. 

Like BJP MP Udit Raj 

who backed Patekar and 

asked, “#MeToo move-

ment is important but 

what is the relevance of 

making sexual harass-

ment allegations against 

anybody ten years later?” 

As the movement 

gathers momentum, more 

skeletons are likely to 

come out of the cupboard 

with more women saying 

#MeToo, said activists.

MJ Akbar, Alok Nath named as India’s #MeToo �ire...

N./ D.1*+, O&# 9 

(PTI): The NHRC has 

sent a notice to the Bihar 

government and DGP in 

connection with over 30 

girl students being beat-

en up by a mob after they 

protested against lewd 

comments on a wall al-

legedly written by boys 

of a neighbouring school 

in Supaul district.

The National Hu-

man Rights Commission 

(NHRC) in a statement 

Tuesday said it has taken 

suo motu cognisance of 

media reports, according 

to which, the mob had “a 

free run”, vandalising the 

Kasturba Gandhi Balika 

Vidyalaya (KGBV), which is 

exclusively for the girls be-

longing to Scheduled Caste, 

Scheduled Tribe, OBC and 

minority communities. 

“On October 6, at 

least 34 girl students of 

in Supaul district of Bi-

har were brutally beaten 

up by some local youths 

when they opposed their 

routine sexual advances 

and lewd comments. 

“Their tormentors 

included students of the 

adjacent Middle School 

and their parents,” the 

rights panel said.

The commission said 

it has issued notices to 

the chief secretary and 

the director general of 

police (DGP) of Bihar, 

seeking a detailed report 

in the matter, including 

status of medical treat-

ment of the injured stu-

dents, measures taken 

to step up security at 

residential schools and 

action taken against the 

unruly group of people 

named in the complaint.

“Going by the media 

reports, it is apparent 

from the sequence of inci-

dent that there is serious 

security lapse at the girls’ 

school, where the miscre-

ants entered at their free 

will, committed the bru-

tal act and �led from the 

spot,” the NHRC said.

“The administration 

should have taken timely 

action when the issue was 

raised by the girl students 

regarding routine sexu-

al advances by the local 

youths. The victim girls 

have been beaten up when 

they were in the custody 

of a government-run hos-

tel school,” it said.

The incident has 

raised issue of safety of 

the girl students study-

ing in the state-run res-

idential schools, the 

rights panel said.

The incident occurred 

Saturday evening when 

the girl students of the res-

idential school were play-

ing within the campus.

“Both the schools are 

in the same campus with 

separate buildings and a 

common playground. 

“The boys allegedly 

wrote some lewd com-

ments on the wall of the 

girls school, which the 

minor girls resisted and 

beat up the boys be-

fore chasing them away, 

Supaul District Magis-

trate Baidyanath Yadav 

had earlier said.

The Middle School 

boys, all minors, narrat-

ed the incident to their 

parents, following which 

their mothers teamed 

up with other villagers 

and entered the school 

premises and attacked 

the girls, Yadav said.

The NHRC said, “The 

boys called their parents 

and got the girls beaten 

up with sticks and rods.” 

“It is mentioned in 

the news reports that 

the injured girl students 

were �irst taken to prima-

ry health centre but they 

were so badly injured that 

two of them had to be tak-

en to Supaul Sadar Hospi-

tal, while 32 other students 

of Class 6 to 8 were sent to 

Triveniganj Referral Hospi-

tal,” the statement said.

The warden alerted 

the security guard and 

called up the local admin-

istration but the “mis-

creants were able to �lee 

from the spot,” it said.

“The Superintendent 

of Police, Supaul has re-

portedly stated that KGBV 

authorities have named 

nine people in their com-

plaint and two of them 

have been arrested. Four 

persons have been de-

tained for interrogation 

and others are abscond-

ing,” the statament said.

NHRC notice to Bihar 

govt, DGP over beating of 

girl students in Supaul
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Gangtok on 

Wednesday, 

10 Oct
Temp: 26°C/10°C

Forecast:  Sun and 

clouds; a morning 

thundershower in 

parts of the area.

Sunrise: 05:35 AM

Sunset: 5:12 PM
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SUMMIT REPORT

G����� , 09 O!�: 

A 14-member Badmin-

ton Association of 

Sikkim [BAS] team has 

left to represent Sikkim 

in the North East Zonal 

Inter State Badminton 

Championship 2018 to 

be held from 10 to 13 Oct 

at Dimapur in Nagaland.

The State team has 

Amon Rai, Pranay Sark-

ar, Selina Rai, Sunandita 

Bista, Prassana Pradhan, 

Rewas Rai, Wangyal Lep-

cha, Tashi Choden Gu-

rung, Sarika Rai, Binita 

Rai, Uttam Jindal, Biplov 

Thapa, Kushal Lama and 

Sidharth Gupta. The team 

is accompanied by Ravi 

Rai as team coach and 

Tshering Sherpa as team 

manager and Sameer Gu-

rung as technical of!icial 

in the tournament.

BAS has expressed 

best wishes to the State 

team members for the 

championship.

REBYNA RANA

G����� , 09 O!�: 

“Football is my pas-

sion, so being a 

professional footballer I 

want to continue to take 

my career forward and 

get an opportunity to 

play in big clubs of India,” 

says footballer Palsang 

Lama. The 26-year-old 

is currently playing for 

United Sikkim Football 

Club [USFC], Gangtok. 

Palsang trains daily 

at Paljor Stadium with 

USFC and is now also 

participating in the Mr 

Sikkim Man Hunt 2018 

as contestant number 45. 

Football is in his 

blood since childhood 

while the contest has giv-

en him an opportunity to 

try something different. 

He expresses his grati-

tude towards Mr Sikkim 

Man Hunt organisers for 

giving him a chance to 

taste the glamour world.

“Now, the Mr Sikkim 

Man Hunt 2018 has giv-

en me an opportunity to 

introduce myself in a dif-

ferent !ield and I am hap-

py that my long awaited 

wishes are coming true,” 

says Palsang.

Football being his 

profession, Palsang has 

been working hard both 

on and off the !ield. After 

morning football prac-

tice, he goes home and 

practises for the contest.

His mantra for life is 

simple, challenge your-

self, work hard and work 

for the betterment of so-

ciety. His role models are 

Bhaichung Bhutia and 

Ronaldino [Brazil].

SUMMIT REPORT

G����� , 09 O!�:

A team from Sikkim 

participated in the 

2nd regional group song 

competition held at Gu-

wahati, Assam. The pro-

gramme was organised 

by Bharat Vikas Parishad 

on 07 Oct. Assam Lingzey 

Senior Secondary School 

students participated in 

the programme, a press 

release informs. 

Prof. Mahendra S Sev-

da and Dr. Deepak Jhajha-

ria, secretary BVP, Sikkim 

Branch had led the team. 

Mr. D. Jhajharia in-

formed 120 participants 

from 8 states of North 

East India participated in 

the programme.

YOGEN THATAL

S"����#, 09 O!�:

A surprise inspection 

cum supervision 

was conducted by Sani-

tation Of!icer, Birendra 

Rai of Singtam Nagar 

Panchayat along with 

the Bazaar Supervisor 

regarding pay and use 

toilets located near the 

municipality of!ice.

The purpose of the 

inspection was to as-

sess the maintenance 

of cleanliness and 

to monitor the rules 

and norms of Swachh 

Bharat Mission.

The best pay and use 

toilet and employee will 

be awarded and felici-

tated.

mented by the Govern-

ment of Sikkim since 

early 1995 which have 

greatly facilitated in pre-

venting or mitigating 

potential risks that come 

with rapid development. 

He underlined on the 

various stresses brought 

on by the skyrocketing 

tourism sector of the 

state and stated that the 

Sikkim State Tourism 

Policy 2018 has been 

created towards ensur-

ing sustainable and long 

term urban tourism. 

The Chief Minis-

ter also highlighted the 

achievements of the 

State like the distinc-

tion of being India’s !irst 

100% Organic Farming 

State, the Cleanest State 

of India and being home 

to India’s 100th airport 

and the only green!ield 

airport at Pakyong.

In conclusion, he stat-

ed that human develop-

ment is at the core of any 

mindful development 

process and without hu-

man development, envi-

ronmental development 

and protection is incom-

plete. He reaf!irmed his 

belief that global policy 

changes supplemented 

by regional efforts fol-

lowing principles of sus-

tainable development 

will substantially ad-

dress the common goal 

of minimizing global bio-

diversity loss and reduc-

ing carbon emission and 

expressed positivity that 

the dialogue would bring 

out concrete and prac-

tical recommendations 

for environmentally sus-

tainable cities duly ad-

dressing the challenges 

of Climate Change. The 

Chief Minister signed off 

his address with wishes 

for a fruitful deliberation 

for all and a pleasant and 

comfortable stay for the 

visiting delegates.

Earlier, Distinguished 

Fellow (Sustainable Hab-

itat Program/TERI), S 

Prakash, gave the wel-

come address wherein 

he welcomed the Chief 

Minister of Sikkim to the 

inauguration and also 

informed that this dia-

logue is second in the 

series with the !irst one 

being held at Vijaywada, 

Andhra Pradesh.

The inaugural ses-

sion also saw presen-

tations and addresses 

by Program Director, 

International Urban Co-

operation, India, Pier Re-

mitti and Fellow, Centre 

for Urban Planning and 

Governance, TERI, Raina 

Singh.

Secretary, UD&HD, 

G.D Pradhan also pre-

sented the keynote ad-

dress.

The latter half of the 

session saw technical 

dialogues and presenta-

tions on topics like Sta-

tus of Urban Missions, 

capacities and Partner-

ships in eastern & North 

eastern Region, Roundta-

ble Discussions, Themat-

ic Breakaway Sessions 

amongst others.  

CM highlights challenges of urbanization 

in mountain regions

Footballer Palsang Lama tries hand 

at Mr Sikkim 2018 Manhunt 

Badminton team leaves for NE 

Zonal Inter State C’ship

Sikkim team takes part in regional 

group song comptt in Assam

Surprise inspection of 

public toilets in Singtam

Bhaker claims 

India’s  irst 

ever gold in 

shooting at 

Youth Olympics
B$%��& A"'%&, O!� 9 

(PTI): Manu Bhaker pro-

duced a spectacular per-

formance to claim India’s 

!irst ever gold medal in 

shooting at the Youth 

Olympic Games here 

Tuesday, rediscovering 

the touch that made her a 

teen sensation.

The 16-year-old Bhak-

er shot 236.5 to !inish on 

top of the podium in the 

women’s 10m air pistol 

event, making up for the 

heartbreak at the Asian 

Games in Indonesia and 

the World Championship 

where she could not live 

up to her billing.

Russia’s Iana Enina 

won the silver with 235.9, 

while Nino Khutsiberidze 

bagged the bronze medal.

Bhaker began the 

eight-woman !inal with a 

10.0 and followed it up with 

a 10.1 and 10.4. She led the 

Stage 1 with 99.3 after a se-

quence that included seven 

scores of 10 and above.

Two 9.8 in the be-

ginning of second stage 

(elimination) were fol-

lowed by a 10.1 and 9.9, 

helping her maintain 

the lead over Thailand’s 

Kanyakorn Hirunphoem 

by some distance.

The World Cup and 

Commonwealth Games 

gold medallist extended 

her domination in the fol-

lowing shots and looked 

to be on course for the 

yellow metal. She slipped 

once to the second place 

but quickly regained the 

top position.

Meanwhile, Russian 

Iana Enina jumped to sec-

ond with a 10.7. There 

was another 10.7 by Eni-

na but she could not catch 

up with Bhaker.

Earlier, Bhaker topped 

the qualifying with 576, 

which included a series of 

95, 96, 96, 96, 95, 98 and 

placed second and third 

in the quali!ication were 

Russia’s Enina Iana and 

Chinese Lu Kaiman with 

569, the gulf in scores 

clearly highlighting the 

form the Indian was in.

Seeking to rediscover 

her habit of !inishing on 

the podium after heart-

breaks at the Asian Games 

and a none-too-impres-

sive outing at the World 

Championships, Bhak-

er quickly got into the 

groove and showed her 

intent through the quali-

fying phase.

L*�� (F'��!%), O!� 9 

(AP): The wife of the for-

mer Interpol president who 

disappeared in China has 

revealed that she had re-

ceived a threatening phone 

call warning of agents com-

ing for her while she !ights 

a so-far fruitless battle for 

information about her hus-

band’s fate.

In her !irst one-on-

one interview since Meng 

Hongwei went missing, 

Grace Meng denied brib-

ery allegations against her 

high-pro!ile husband, and 

told The Associated Press 

that speaking out about his 

disappearance was placing 

her “in great danger.” 

Meng Hongwei who is 

also China’s vice minister of 

public security disappeared 

while on a trip home to Chi-

na late last month. 

A long-time Commu-

nist Party insider with 

decades of experience in 

China’s sprawling securi-

ty apparatus, the 64-year-

old now appears to be 

the latest high-ranking 

of!icial to fall victim to a 

sweeping purge against 

allegedly corrupt or dis-

loyal of!icials under Pres-

ident Xi Jinping’s authori-

tarian administration.

Speaking to the AP late 

Monday, Grace Meng said 

her last contact with her 

husband was by text mes-

sage, on Sept. 25, when he 

wrote “wait for my call” 

and sent her an emoji im-

age of a knife after travel-

ing back to China.

After a week with no 

subsequent news, and 

on an evening when she 

was at home in Lyon hav-

ing put their two young 

boys to bed, she then got 

a threatening call on her 

mobile phone from a man 

speaking in Chinese.

“He said, ‘You listen 

but you don’t speak,’” 

she said. He continued: 

“We’ve come in two work 

teams, two work teams 

just for you.” 

She said the man also 

said, “We know where you 

are,” and that when she 

tried to ask a question, 

he repeated: “You don’t 

speak, you just listen to 

me.” 

As a result, Mrs. Meng 

is now under French po-

lice protection.

Chinese authorities 

said Monday that Meng 

Hongwei was being law-

fully investigated for 

taking bribes and other 

crimes that were a result 

of his “willfulness.” 

Hours earlier, Interpol 

said Meng had resigned as 

the international police 

agency’s president. It was 

not clear whether he did 

so of his own free will.

Mrs. Meng suggested 

that the bribery accusa-

tion is just an excuse for 

“making him disappear 

for so long.” 

“As his wife, I think 

he’s simply incapable of 

this,” she said. She said 

she would be willing to 

make their bank accounts 

public.

She said that she 

spoke out in hopes that 

doing so might help other 

families in similar circum-

stances.

Mrs. Meng refused to 

provide her real name to 

the AP, saying she was too 

afraid for the safety of her 

relatives in China.

Wife of ex-Interpol boss describes threats
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Population Figures
Census Numbers Hold Many Stories

The population totals of Census 2011 were released 

some years ago, and soon it will be time for another 

round of the decadal headcount of the country. In that 

sense, the 2011 numbers are slightly dated, but still, 

the bits and pieces hold many stories. When the �irst 

set of Census numbers are released, they always gen-

erate much interest, sometimes even gasps over how 

the state is growing, or not as was the case with 2011. 

In the current census �igures, Sikkim’s falling fertili-

ty rate has hogged the limelight, convincing the State 

government to scrap the �inancial incentives it offered 

public servants for keeping their families “small”. But 

there are so many more stories that the numbers tell. 

Statistics are not always boring, provided someone 

dug out the human stories behind them. This should 

be a study that more people undertake in Sikkim.

Sikkim’s population as of March 2011 has been 

counted at 6,07,688 people, recording a 12.36% 

growth since 2001. Since 1911, when the �irst prop-

er Census operation was undertaken in Sikkim, only 

three decades, the last being 1941-51, have popula-

tion growths been lower than this. The �irst Census 

of Sikkim was conducted in 1891 by the Political Of-

�icer. A decade later, in 1901, the West Bengal Census 

authorities of British India were deputed to carry out 

the task and it was probably only in 1911 that the Di-

rectorate of Census Operations brought the detailed 

methodology by which India does a head-count of all 

its people. In the decade of 1901-11, Sikkim’s popu-

lation grew by 48.98%, the second-largest population 

spurt here since such counting was undertaken. In the 

next decade, 1911-21, the population fell by 7.05%, 

the only time it has done so. Population growth in Sik-

kim has shown marked variations, growing by little 

over 34% in the decade of 1931-41 and then almost 

grinding to replacement fertility-rate �igure of 10.67% 

in 1931-41, creeping only slightly higher to 13.34% in 

1941-51 and reaching 17.76% in 1951-61. It started 

rising from thereon, recording a nearly 30% popula-

tion growth in 1961-71 and then hitting the record 

of 50.77% in 1971-81, dropping to nearly half this 

growth rate to 28.47% in 1981-91, rising �ive percent-

age points to 33.07% in 1991-2001 and then scaling 

back to its mid-Twentieth Century average of 12.36% 

growth in 2001-11.

Census �indings are important indicators of socio-

economic conditions of the areas they cover. Popula-

tions obviously grow beyond the traditional average 

either due to in�lux or improvements in health ser-

vices, both of which are indicative of the quality of life 

and opportunities. Of course, in the recent past, our 

country has been working towards containing its pop-

ulation through family planning schemes launched on 

mission-mode, but the population �igures of the past 

slightly more than a century are untouched by such 

efforts and should attract closer academic scrutiny. 

From the pattern of these �igures, one could under-

stand the history of Sikkim from the point of view of 

the lay people, who, although they have lived through 

Sikkim and its transitions, rarely �ind mention in the 

few records of even contemporary events. The near-

ly 50% growth in population between 1901 to 1911 

should make for interesting analysis, coming as it does 

in a decade when the palace and the Political Of�ice 

were in direct confrontation and also the time when 

British India was most interested in Sikkim, using 

it as the route to open Tibet. The change in how the 

State was administered must have obviously created 

new opportunities triggering new arrivals. What can 

also not be ignored is that if this 1911 exercise was 

also the �irst head-count Census and would hence 

have accounted for population segments not covered 

in the previous two Census operations carried out the 

Political Of�icer who had relied on feedback from the 

landlords, who could have had their own reasons to 

under-report the actual number of people in areas un-

der their jurisdiction. 

The fall in population in 1911-21 should be even 

more fascinating for anyone interested in the people’s 

history of Sikkim. The population fell by 7.05% due to 

the In�luenza pandemic (Spanish Flu) which spread 

through the world in the wake of World War-I. Sikkim 

did not �ight the Great War, but an epidemic which was 

born from it claimed too many lives here as well. The 

pandemic broke out in 1918 and is believed to have 

killed 50 million people across the world. One still 

does not know how many died of it in Sikkim. The 

numbers must have been huge because healthcare 

services were too rudimentary here to have been able 

to deal with an alien sickness. Most of these deaths 

would have taken place in the two years between the 

outbreak and when the Census was carried out. This 

7% fall in population immediately after a 50% growth 

must have scarred an entire generation. It deserves to 

be researched because it could explain many things 

about how Sikkim lived in those times. As an aside, 

there are also references to how the Younghusband 

Mission of 1904-05 brought the Foot & Mouth disease 

to Sikkim. Agriculture and animal husbandry were 

the only occupations in Sikkim at that time. Isn’t it im-

portant to research into how Sikkim resuscitated itself 

from that calamity? 

These exercises are important for Sikkim to under-

stand its past better and may be even understand issues 

which attract passionate opinions in a different light.

Dr BISHNU SHARMA

W
orld Mental Health Day is observed 

across the globe on an annual basis with 

the objective to raise awareness of men-

tal health issues and supporting all mental health 

stakeholders in their work changing attitudes.

It was �irst celebrated in 1992 at the initiative 

of the World Federation for Mental Health, a glob-

al mental health organization with members and 

contacts in more than 150 countries.

This day, each October, thousands of supporters 

come to celebrate this annual awareness program 

to bring attention to mental illness and its major 

effects on peoples’ life worldwide. In some coun-

tries this day is part of an awareness week, such as 

Mental Health Week in Australia.

This year the World Mental Health Day is on 

Wednesday, October 10, 2018.

World Mental Health Day is a day for global 

mental health education, 

awareness and advocacy 

against social stigma. Men-

tal disorders affect nearly 

12 percent of the world’s 

population – about 450 

million or one out of every 

four people around the 

world – will experience a 

mental illness that would 

bene�it from diagnosis and 

treatment. WHO statistics 

for 2002 showed that 154 

million people globally 

suffered from depression, 

which is a form of mental 

illness.

Following Mental 

Health Awareness Week, 

which is held in May every year, the World Health 

Organisation’s (WHO) aim for 2018 World Mental 

Health Day is to focus on young people and those 

in the early years of adulthood, so the theme for 

this year is, “Young People and Mental Health in a 

Changing World.”

Adolescence and the early years of adulthood 

are a time of life when many changes occur, for ex-

ample changing schools, leaving home, and start-

ing university or a new job. For many, these are 

exciting times. They can also be times of stress and 

apprehension. In some cases, if not recognized and 

managed, these feelings can lead to mental illness. 

The expanding use of online technologies, while 

undoubtedly bringing many bene�its, can also bring 

additional pressures, as connectivity to virtual net-

works at any time of the day and night grows. Many 

adolescents are also living in areas affected by hu-

manitarian emergencies such as con�licts, natural 

disasters and epidemics. Young people living in sit-

uations such as these are particularly vulnerable to 

mental distress and illness.

Imagine growing up in our world today. Con-

stantly battling the effects of human rights viola-

tions, wars and violence in the home, schools and 

businesses. Young people are spending most of 

their day on the internet – experiencing cyber-

crimes, cyber bullying, and playing violent video 

games. Suicide and substance abuse numbers have 

been steadily rising, LGBTQ youth are feeling alone 

and persecuted for being true to themselves and 

young adults are at the age when serious mental 

illnesses can occur and yet they are taught little to 

nothing about mental illness and wellbeing.

HALF OF ALL MENTAL ILLNESS 

BEGINS BY THE AGE OF 14

Half of all mental illness begins by the age of 14, but 

most cases go undetected and untreated. In terms 

of the burden of the disease among adolescents, 

depression is the third leading cause. Suicide is the 

second leading cause of death among 15-29-year-

olds. Harmful use of alcohol and illicit drugs among 

adolescents is a major issue in many countries and 

can lead to risky behaviours such as unsafe sex 

or dangerous driving. Eating disorders are also of 

concern.

GROWING RECOGNITION OF THE IMPORTANCE 

OF BUILDING MENTAL RESILIENCE

Fortunately, there is a growing recognition of the 

importance of helping young people build mental 

resilience, from the earliest ages, in order to cope 

with the challenges of today’s world. Evidence is 

growing that promoting and protecting adoles-

cent health brings bene�its not just to adolescents’ 

health, both in the short- and the long-term, but 

also to economies and society, with healthy young 

adults able to make greater contributions to the 

workforce, their families and communities and so-

ciety as a whole.

PREVENTION BEGINS WITH 

BETTER UNDERSTANDING

Much can be done to help build mental resilience 

from an early age to help prevent mental distress 

and illness among adolescents and young adults, 

and to manage and recover from mental illness. 

Prevention begins with being aware of and under-

standing the early warning signs and symptoms 

of mental illness. Parents and teachers can help 

build life skills of children and adolescents to help 

them cope with everyday challenges at home and 

at school. Psychosocial support can be provided 

in schools and other community settings and of 

course training for health workers to enable them 

to detect and manage mental health disorders can 

be put in place, improved or expanded.

Investment by governments and the involve-

ment of the social, health and education sectors in 

comprehensive, integrated, evidence-based pro-

grammes for the mental health of young people is 

essential. This investment 

should be linked to pro-

grammes to raise aware-

ness among adolescents 

and young adults of ways 

to look after their mental 

health and to help peers, 

parents and teachers 

know how to support their 

friends, children and stu-

dents. This is the focus for 

this year’s World Mental 

Health Day.

In this regard and in 

order to address and ame-

liorate the ever increasing 

mental health require-

ments of the public at 

large, the department of 

Psychiatry, Central Referral Hospital , Sikkim Ma-

nipal Institute of Medical Sciences(SMIMS) has 

earmarked 15 beds at subsidized cost to be used 

for patients suffering from a wide range of mental 

health issues including substance use disorders 

which are increasing on an everyday basis and can 

take a heavy toll on the lives of the affected person 

as well as the family, society and the state at large.

We have been regularly treating and success-

fully managing patients for the aforementioned 15 

bedsat subsidized cost who hail from neighbouring 

Darjeeling hills as well as Kalimpong, Kurseong 

and even from the plains of Siliguri.

Any person who is in need of mental health 

services can avail the facilities we provide for our 

patients at Sikkim Manipal Institute of Medical Sci-

ences.

[The writer is MD, Dept. of Psychiatry, SMIMS]

WORLD MENTAL HEALTH DAY 2018

Young People and Mental Health 

in a Changing World

ROSALYN R. LAPIER

theconversation.com

Alaska has a “linguistic emergen-

cy,” according to the Alaskan Gov. 

Bill Walker. A report warned earlier 

this year that all of the state’s 20 Na-

tive American languages might cease 

to exist by the end of this century, if 

the state did not act.

American policies, particularly 

in the six decades between 

the 1870s and 1930s, sup-

pressed Native American 

languages and culture. It 

was only after years of ac-

tivism by indigenous leaders 

that the Native American 

Languages Act was passed in 

1990, which allowed for the 

preservation and protection 

of indigenous languages. 

Nonetheless, many Native 

American languages have 

been on the verge of extinc-

tion for the past many years.

Languages carry deep 

cultural knowledge and in-

sights. So, what does the loss 

of these languages mean in terms of 

our understanding of the world.

ENVIRONMENTAL KNOWLEDGE

Embedded in indigenous languages, 

in particular, is knowledge about eco-

systems, conservation methods, plant 

life, animal behavior and many other 

aspects of the natural world. 

In Hawaiian traditions and belief 

systems, for example, the tree snails 

were connected to “the realm of the 

gods.” Hawaiian royalty revered 

them, which protected them from 

overharvesting.

The Bishop Museum in Honolulu 

holds a shell necklace, or lei, of Queen 

Lili‘uokalani, the last monarch of the 

Kingdom of Hawaii. It is made from 

tree snail shells, which signi�ies the 

high rank of female royalty. Wearing a 

shell was believed to provide “mana,” 

or spiritual power and a way to un-

derstand ancestral knowledge.

Many of these snails are now ex-

tinct and those remaining are threat-

ened with extinction. Scientists are 

working with Hawaiian language 

experts to learn about the belief sys-

tems that once helped protect them 

and their habitats.

A TOOL FOR DOCTORS

Words in indigenous languages can 

have cultural meanings, that can be 

lost during translation. Understand-

ing the subtle differences can often 

shift one’s perspective about how 

indigenous people thought about the 

natural world.

For example, as an indigenous 

scholar of the environment, I led a 

team some years ago of language ex-

perts, elders and scholars from Mon-

tana and Alberta, Canada, to create a 

list of Blackfeet words, called a lexi-

con, of museum objects. The elders I 

worked with noted that the English 

word “herb,” which was used to de-

scribe most plant specimens with-

in museums, did not have the same 

meaning in Blackfeet.

In English, the word “herb” can 

have numerous meanings, includ-

ing a seasoning for food. The closest 

English word to herb in Blackfeet is 

“aapíínima’tsis.” The elders explained 

this word means “a tool that doctors 

use.”

The hope is that the lexicon and 

audio �iles recorded in the Blackfeet 

language that our research helped 

create, might assist future scholars 

access the embedded meanings in 

languages.

SAVING VANISHING LANGUAGES

Many Native American communities 

in the United States are now working 

to save these cultural insights and re-

vitalize their languages.

In Wisconsin, an Ojibwe language 

school called “Waadookodaading,” 

translated literally as “a place where 

people help each other,” immerses its 

students in the environmental knowl-

edge embedded in the language.

The Ojibwe believe that theirs is a 

language of action. And the best way 

for children to learn is by doing and 

observing the natural world. Each 

spring, for example, the stu-

dents go into the woods to 

gather maple sap from trees, 

which is processed into ma-

ple syrup and sugar. These 

students learn about indig-

enous knowledge of plants, 

their habitats and uses. 

Language loss can be 

considered as extreme as 

the extinction of a plant or 

an animal. Once a language 

is gone, the traditional 

knowledge it carries also 

gets erased from society.

Efforts are now under-

way worldwide to remind 

people of this reality. The 

United Nations has designated 2019 

as the “International Year of Indig-

enous Languages” in order to raise 

awareness of indigenous languages 

as holders of “complex systems of 

knowledge” and encourage nation 

states to work toward their revital-

ization.

The loss of indigenous languages 

is not Alaska’s concern alone. It af-

fects all of us.

[the writer is Associate Profes-

sor of Environmental Studies, 

The University of Montana]

How the loss of Native American languages affects 

our understanding of the natural world
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DEPARTMENT OF LABOUR

GOVERNMENT OF SIKKIM

GANGTOK-737101
File No: GOS/DL/15/98-99/Pt-V/132/ESIC Date: 08/10/2018

NOTICE

It is for the informa! on of all concerned, that 

Walk-in-interview for the post of Insurance Medical 

Offi  cer and General Nursing Midwifery (GNM) which 

was scheduled to be held in 12.10.2018 has been 

postponed and now will be held on 29.10.2018.

However, the ! ming and venue shall remain un-

changed.
Sd/-

Addi! onal Secretary,

Labour Departm ent, Government of Sikkim,

Gangtok.
R.O. No: 412/IPR/PIB/Classi/2018-19 Date:09/10/2018

GOVERNMENT OF SIKKIM

SPORTS AND YOUTH AFFAIRS DEPARTMENT

GANGTOK

No: 63/SYA/EC/2016/220 Dated: 05/10/2018

RE-INVITATION FOR BIDS

On behalf of the Governor of Sikkim, Addi! onal Chief Engineer, Sports and Youth Aff airs 

Department, Government of Sikkim, Gangtok, re-invites item rate open tender through 

e-procurement system from the eligible bidders within the State. The bids should be sub-

mi# ed online through the website www.sikkimtender.gov.in for the work as listed below:

(Rupees in Lakhs)

Sl. 

No.

Name of Works Bid 

Value

Bid security 

2.5% of the 

bid value

Cost of 

tender 

form

Com-

ple! on 

Period

1 2 3 4 5 6

1 Up-grada! on of Football Stadi-

um with Allied Facili! es at Man-

gan in North Sikkim

684.13 17.10 0.50 24 

Months

The date and ! me of pre-bid mee! ng, downloading, submission of completed bid 

document is as under.

i) Uploading of bidding documents in e-pro-

curement portal

: 9th October, 2018

ii) Last Date & Time for seeking clarifi ca! on 

regarding bids.

: 22th  October, 2018 up to 1500 

Hrs.

iii) Pre-bid Mee! ng : 24th October, 2018 up to 1400 

Hrs.

iv) Online submission of completed bids : 2nd November, 2018 up to 1600 

Hrs.

v) Submission of hard copy of the docu-

ments

: 3rd November, 2018, up to 

1600 Hrs.

vi) Date of opening of bid : 5th November, 2018 up to 1100 

Hrs.

For bidding documents and other details, please visit www.sikkimtender.gov.in.

sd/-

(H.S. Sharma)

Addi! onal Chief Engineer

Sports and Youth Aff airs Department

R.O. No: 413/IPR/PIB/Classi/2018-19 Date: 09/10/2018
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(PTI): Weightlifter Jere-

my Lalrinnunga scripted 

history by winning In-

dia’s maiden gold medal 

at the Youth Olympics, 

claiming the top honours 

in the men’s 62kg catego-

ry here.

The 15-year-old from 

Aizwal , who is also a 

world youth silver-med-

allist, lifted a total of 

274kg (124kg +150kg) 

to �inish on top in the Ar-

gentine capital on Mon-

day night.

The silver medal 

went to Turkey’s Toptas 

Caner, who lifted 263 kg 

(122kg+141kg), while 

Colombia’s Villar Estiven 

Jose took the bronze 

with an effort of 260 kg 

(115kg+143kg).

The Mizo sensation, 

who will turn 16 on Oc-

tober 26, is being touted 

as the next big thing in 

Indian weightlifting.

“Lalrinnunga’s father, 

Lalneihtluanga, is a for-

mer boxer who has seven 

national-level gold med-

als to his credit,” said N 

Thangchungnunga, the 

president of the Mizoram 

Weightlifting Association.

Lalrinnunga was him-

self an aspiring boxer be-

fore he shifted to weight-

lifting on the advice of 

coaches and was picked 

up by the Army Sports 

Institute scouts in 2011 

at the age of 8.

His father is cur-

rently employed with 

Mizoram’s Public Works 

department.

Earlier this year, 

Lalrinnunga claimed 

a silver (youth) and a 

bronze (junior) in the 

Asian Championships, 

smashing two national 

records in the process.

His maiden gold also 

means that India are set 

to record their best ever 

performance at the Youth 

Olympics.

The country has al-

ready won four medals 

with Tushar Mane and 

Mehuli Ghosh bagging a 

silver each in 10m ri�le 

shooting while Thang-

jam Tababi Devi won In-

dia’s �irst medal in judo 

by �inishing second in 

the 44kg category.

India won just two 

medals -- a silver and a 

bronze -- in the last Youth 

Olympics in 2014 in Nan-

jing in China. In the in-

augural 2010 edition in 

Singapore, the nation 

fetched six silver and a 

couple of bronze medals.

While Lalrinnunga 

made the nation proud, 

weightlifter Sneha 

Soren could not finish 

on the podium in the 

women’s 48kg category, 

signing off fifth.

In swimming, Srihari 

Nataraj, who competed 

in the 100m backstroke 

�inal despite being a re-

serve, could only manage 

a sixth position.

In other events, Arch-

ana Kamath and Manav 

Thakkar, India’s repre-

sentatives in table tennis, 

won their singles match-

es of the group stage.

Kamath beat Malay-

sia’s Javen Choong 4-2 

while Thakkar defeated 

Slovakia’s Aleksandra 

Vovk 4-1.

It was a big win for In-

dia in hockey as the team 

thrashed Austria 9-1.

Rising badminton 

sensation Lakshya Sen 

had it tough against 

Danylo Bosniuk in the 

�irst game before he re-

gained his composure to 

beat the Ukrainian 23-

21, 21-8.

The country is be-

ing represented by 47 

athletes at the ongoing 

Games, its biggest ever 

contingent.

Mizo weightlifting sensation claims 

India’s $irst Youth Olympics gold

Opp MNF lodges 

complaint 

against Mizoram 

industries min, 

former parl sec 
A %&'*, O"# 9 (PTI): 

Opposition Mizo Nation-

al Front (MNF) Tuesday 

�iled a complaint with the 

anti-corruption bureau 

(ACB) against Mizoram 

Commerce and Industries 

Minister H Rohluna and a 

former department parlia-

mentary secretary alleg-

ing that they had misap-

propriated at least 102.69 

lakh, party sources said.

The complaint was 

�iled before the November 

28 state assembly polls 

in Mizoram, which is the 

only Congress ruled state 

in the north east.

MNF leader of Lunglei 

district, H Laltanpuia �iled 

the case against Rohluna 

and former parliamenta-

ry secretary in the com-

merce and industrices 

department, Joseph Lal-

himpuia with the super-

intendent of police, ACB, 

they said.

Lalhimpuia is also a 

Congress MLA.

Laltanpuia alleged that 

the minister and his for-

mer parliamentary secre-

tary had misappropriated 

at least Rs 102.69 lakh of 

the funds provided under 

the National Handloom 

Development Program 

(NHDP) and North East-

ern Region Textile Promo-

tion Scheme (NERTPS) in 

2015-16, the sources said.

The complaint accused 

the minister and the for-

mer parliamentary secre-

tary of swindling money 

meant for bene�iting the 

weavers, they added.

Man arrested 

for derogatory 

remarks against 

Mamata 

Banerjee
A+-&��& (T! .�!&), O"# 

9 (PTI): A man was ar-

rested in Tripura’s Dhalai 

district for allegedly mak-

ing derogatory remarks 

against West Bengal Chief 

Minister Mamata Banerjee 

in social media, a police of-

�icer said Tuesday.

A West Bengal Police 

team arrested Tushar 

Sharma of Kulai area in 

Dhalai district on October 

6 for the alleged derogato-

ry remarks against Baner-

jee, Sub-Divisional Police 

Of�icer (SDPO), Ambassa, 

Asish Das Gupta said 

Sharma was produced 

before the court of the 

Chief Judicial Magistrate 

(CJM) of Ambassa.

The West Bengal Police 

sought his transit remand.

However, the CJM re-

jected the request of the 

West Bengal Police as the 

arrested person was sick 

and ordered for his ad-

mission in a hospital.

The CJM ordered that 

the accused be produced 

before it on Wednesday.

A West Bengal Police 

team camping in Tripura 

said it will again appeal 

for the transit remand of 

Sharma in the court on 

Wednesday.

M�! /&��, O"# 9 (PTI): 

Two suspected rhino 

poachers were killed in 

an encounter with Spe-

cial Task Force of po-

lice in central Assam’s 

Morigaon district early 

on Tuesday, police said.

A STF team went 

to Sitalmari char near 

Orang Wildlife Sanctu-

ary in adjacent Darrang 

district based on speci�ic 

input of rhino poachers 

taking shelter there, the 

sources said.

As soon as the team 

reached Sitalamari char 

at about 1.20 am the sus-

pected rhino poachers 

�ired at them forcing the 

STF team to return the 

�ire, they said.

In the exchange of 

�ire two suspected rhi-

no poachers were killed 

while the others �led 

under of cover of dark-

ness, they said, adding 

no police personnel was 

injured in the encounter.

During search opera-

tion in the area one .303 

rif�le, one silencer, swim-

ming tube and a bag were 

recovered.

Deputy Superinten-

dent of Police (DSP) Bir-

inchi Bora along with 

an executive magistrate 

visited the Police Out-

post at Sitalmari char 

and conducted inquest 

under videography there 

in presence of local wit-

nesses, the sources said.

The bodies of the two 

suspected poachers were 

sent for post-mortem ex-

amination.

Two suspected rhino poachers killed 

in encounter with police

K�*0&#&, O"# 9 (PTI): Rid-

ing on the success of a project 

to tackle human traf�icking 

and prevent child marriage 

in two districts of the state, 

the West Bengal government 

has decided to spread the 

scheme to other districts as 

well, state minister Shashi 

Panja said on Tuesday.

Initiated by the WB 

Police, the Swayangsiddha 

project was launched in 

2016 in Jalpaiguri district 

of north Bengal and South 

24 Parganas in the south.

“It has been quite suc-

cessful in Jalpaiguri and 

South 24 Parganas. Now 

we have decided to acti-

vate the Swayangsiddha 

in all the districts from 

now on,” Panja said.

The project envisions 

empowering young girls and 

boys with knowledge and 

skills so that they are able to 

make informed choices and 

become less vulnerable to vi-

olation of their rights.

Swayangsiddha Groups 

have been formed in 

schools and colleges with 

interested students in the 

age group of 12 to 21 years. 

Child Protection Committee 

is monitoring and guiding 

these groups.

Panja said many girls 

of the state are traf�icked 

after falling prey to offers 

to work in other states.

In order to keep a check 

on that, the state govern-

ment has also prepared a 

draft bill, Panja told report-

ers after attending a work-

shop on implementation 

of the state’s plan of action 

against human traf�icking.

Meanwhile, senior 

state CID of�icer Ajey 

Mukund Ranade said 

around 1,000 girls were 

rescued from being traf-

�icked from West Bengal 

since the scheme was 

launched in 2016.

“Around 3,000 traf-

�ickers have also been 

arrested in this period of 

two years. We have been 

able to raise the aware-

ness level of at least 2 lakh 

students studying in 500 

schools,” Ranade said.

Anti-traf icking project to be 

spread in entire Bengal

Kendrapara (Odisha), 

Oct 9 (PTI): With e-com-

merce portals evincing 

keen interest to market 

their products, the wom-

en grass craft makers of 

a cluster of villages in 

Kendrapara district are 

elated at the prospect of 

augmenting their income.

General Manager of 

District Industries Centre, 

Santosh Mishra, said if the 

online marketing initiative 

of e-commerce companies 

materialises, it will de�i-

nitely enhance the sale of 

grass craft products.

Besides empowering 

the rural craftswomen by 

helping them earn better, 

the online platforms will 

help them by providing 

them a larger reach for 

their creations, he said.

“Marketing of the prod-

uct was a major hindrance 

that was encountered by 

us. All of us engaged in 

this craft are excited after 

online sale offers were re-

ceived by us recently.

“A leading e-com-

merce body has negotiat-

ed with us for online sale 

of our products. The deal 

is almost �inalised barring 

some technical formali-

ties”, he said.

Several villages under 

Baro gram panchayat are 

known for the craft skills 

of their artisans, mostly 

women, who weave a wide 

variety of products with 

wild Golden Grass (Vetiver 

zizanoids), locally known 

as ‘Kaincha Ghasa’.

With their nimble �in-

gers, the craftswomen cre-

ate products ranging from 

hats, baskets, hand-fans, 

tablemats, wall-hangings 

to �lower-pots and mats, 

mobile stand, pen stand, 

dining mat, bed light, dust 

bin, cap, and ladies bags.

This craft provides 

self-employment to over 

200 families in Baro, Trilo-

chanpur and Tarando vil-

lages, an of�icial said.

Homemaker S Moha-

patra, who heads ‘Budhi 

Jagulei Mahala Samity’, a 

women’s group, said mem-

bers of women Self-Help 

Groups who became self re-

liant with a love for the grass 

craft, are now brimming 

with self-con�idence after 

learning of the initiative of 

the e-commerce companies.

“For marketing, we 

used to travel extensively 

across the state by taking 

part in trade exhibitions. 

Our annual sale has hov-

ered around Rs 20 lakh to 

Rs 25 lakhs in recent years.

We are quite optimist 

that the sale might make a 

quantum jump in the com-

ing days, thanks to online 

marketing”, she said.

“My spouse is a farm-

er. We were living on the 

fringes with limited in-

come accrued from farm-

ing activities. But the 

golden grass crafts have 

transformed our lives,” 

49-year-old Mohapatra 

said with a tinge of pride.

“My daughter is a 

trained graduate. I got her 

married to an employed 

man. My elder son is pur-

suing B-Tech course while 

younger son is a graduate 

student. We have a pucca 

house and decent savings 

to meet exigencies. Al this 

could be possible after 

I tried my hand in grass 

craft weaving”, she said.

Damyanti Parida (40) 

and Surama Baral (39), who 

became self-reliant through 

grass craft weaving, also 

echoed similar views.

“This traditional craft 

has come down from 

generation to generation 

but everything used to 

be done in an amateur 

manner. In recent years, 

government agencies 

have provided �iscal in-

centives to the artisans 

and opened the doors for 

exposure of the products”, 

of�icials of the District In-

dustries Centre said.

Grass craftswomen upbeat about 

online offer in Odisha villages

N�' D�*1 /J& .�!, O"# 

9 (PTI): The Health Min-

istry Tuesday appealed to 

people not to panic and 

assured them that the Zika 

outbreak was under con-

trol, after 29 people were 

tested positive for the dis-

ease in Rajasthan’s Jaipur.

Rajasthan’s Additional 

Chief Secretary (Health) 

Veenu Gupta told reporters 

in Jaipur that 29 people, 

including three pregnant 

women, have so far been 

tested positive for Zika 

virus in the city and ef-

forts are on to contain the 

spread of the virus.

“Zika cases have been 

detected due to our strong 

surveillance systems. Our 

surveillance is very robust 

and all such cases get de-

tected. We have standard 

protocols, and in collabo-

ration with the WHO, we 

follow them to see whether 

it is an isolated case or a 

collective case.

“The ICMR (Indian 

Council of Medical Re-

search), National Centre for 

Disease Control and DGHS 

(Directorate General of 

Health Services) are moni-

toring the current situation 

continuously. I want to as-

sure citizens of India that 

everything is under control 

and there is no need to pan-

ic,” Union Health Minister JP 

Nadda said.

Gupta said said sev-

eral Health Department 

teams conducted house-

hold surveys in the af-

fected Shastri Nagar area. 

Authorities carried out 

fogging, besides taking 

up other measures for the 

vector control. 

The state of�icials said 

blood samples of 450 peo-

ple, including 168 pregnant 

women, were taken for test, 

and 29 of them were tested 

positive for Zika virus.

As a precautionary 

measure, the state health 

department has direct-

ed medical colleges and 

chief medical and health 

of�icers to take necessary 

steps by making micro 

plans as per the guide-

lines of the Union Health 

Ministry to curb Zika vi-

rus spread, Gupta said.

The Prime Minister’s 

Of�ice (PMO) on Monday 

sought a comprehensive 

report from the Health 

Ministry on the outbreak 

of Zika virus.

A seven-member 

high-level central team is 

in Jaipur to assist the state 

government in control and 

containment measures 

and a control room has 

been activated at the Na-

tional Centre for Disease 

Control (NCDC) to under-

take regular monitoring of 

the situation, according to 

the ministry.

As one of those affected 

in Jaipur hailed from Bihar 

and visited his Siwan home 

recently, the eastern state 

has issued advisories to 

all its 38 districts to keep 

a close watch on people 

showing symptoms similar 

to Zika virus infection.

The state government 

has been supplied with in-

formation, education and 

communication (IEC) ma-

terial prepared to create 

awareness about Zika virus 

and its prevention strate-

gies, the ministry said.

The number of mon-

itoring team has been 

increased from 50 to 170 

and a special isolation 

ward has been created at 

Hira Bagh Training Cen-

tre, according to a state 

government release.

Symptoms of mosqui-

to-borne Zika virus dis-

ease are similar to other 

viral infections such as 

dengue, and include fever, 

skin rashes, conjunctivitis, 

muscle and joint pain, mal-

aise, and headache.

In India, the �irst out-

break was reported in 

Ahmedabad in January and 

February 2017 and second 

outbreak in July, 2017 from 

Krishnagiri District in Tamil 

Nadu. Both these outbreaks 

were successfully contained 

through intensive surveil-

lance and vector manage-

ment, the ministry said.

The disease continues 

to be on surveillance ra-

dars of the Union Health 

Ministry although it is 

no longer a Public Health 

Emergency of Interna-

tional Concern under 

WHO noti�ication since 

November 18, 2016.

Zika cases rise to 29 in Rajasthan, 

Centre says no need to panic
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GOVERNMENT OF SIKKIM
ROADS & BRIDGES DEPARTMENT

SORENG, WEST SIKKIM
N.I.T. No.: 136/GOS/SD/R&B/82 Soreng.                        Dated: 8/10/20-18

NOTICE INVITING TENDER 
For and on behalf of the Governor of Sikkim, Assistant Engineer (Soreng), Roads & Bridges DepartmentGovernment of Sikkim,invites sealed tenders under single bid system from the eligible contractors of class IV Grade enlisted with Sikkim Public Works 

Department vide Notifi cation No.515/R&B/PWD/Secy. Dated 12.06.2018 memo no. 556/ R&B/PWD/Secy. Dated 26/08/18, for the construction of fair weather roads,through competitive bidding within the territorial jurisdiction of Gram Panchayat / Urban 

Local Bodies where the work is to be executed. 

The works and time schedule are listed as under:-

Detail for Date & Time of Tender and Venue are as follows:- 

Soreng-Chakung Constituency  

SL. 
No

Name of G.P.U
Date of Submission of Application 

with Bank receipt for issue of Tender 
Document (Excluding tender form)

Date of issue of Tender form on Submission 
of TDR ( as Earnest money)

Last Date of Submission of Tender form
Date & Time of openning 

of Bit.
Tender Venue

1 Chumbung G.P.U 14/11/18(10 a.m to 4p.m) 15/11/2018 (10 a.m to 4 p.m) 16/11/2018 (10 a.m to 12 Noon) 16/11/2018 (1:30 p.m)  Chumbung G.P.K

2 Mangsari G.P.U 14/11/18(10 a.m to 4p.m) 15/11/2018 (10 a.m to 4 p.m) 16/11/2018 (10 a.m to 12 Noon) 16/11/2018 (1:30 p.m) Mangsari G.P.K

3 Soreng G.P.U 19/11/18(10 a.m to 4p.m) 20/11/2018 (10 a.m to 4 p.m) 21/11/2018 (10 a.m to 12 Noon) 21/11/2018 (1:30 p.m) Soreng G.P.K

Salghari - Zoom Constituency

1 Zoom  G.P.U/ NJMC 1/11/18(10 a.m to 4p.m) 2/11/2018 (10 a.m to 4 p.m) 3/11/2018 (10 a.m to 12 Noon) 3/11/2018 (1:30 p.m) Zoom G.P.K

Rinchenpong Constituency

1. Khaniserbong  G.P.U 19/11/18(10 a.m to 4p.m) 20/11/2018 (10 a.m to 4 p.m) 21/11/2018 (10 a.m to 12 Noon) 21/11/2018 (1:30 p.m) Khaniserbong  G.P.K

2. Sreebadam Samdong  G.P.U 14/11/18(10 a.m to 4p.m) 15/11/2018 (10 a.m to 4 p.m) 16/11/2018 (10 a.m to 12 Noon) 16/11/2018 (1:30 p.m) Sreebadam  G.P.K

3. Deythang Parengaon  G.P.U 19/11/18(10 a.m to 4p.m) 20/11/2018 (10 a.m to 4 p.m) 21/11/2018 (10 a.m to 12 Noon) 21/11/2018 (1:30 p.m) Parengaon  G.P.K

CONDITIONS OF CONTRACT:- 

1. Tender is open only to the eligible Contractors/Firms of appropriate Class/Gram Panchayat Unit and Urban Local bodies Area.
2. The intending tenders/contractors should apply in writing for issue of tender documents. The application would be invariably be signed by the contractor himself/herself. The tender document will not be issued to any person other than the 

INTENDING TENDER. The application shall be submitted initially for each work listed above with all required documents.
3. The applicants should enclosed attested copies of the a) Goods & Services Tax Clearance Certifi cate (b) Validated/Updated Contractor Enlistment Certifi cate along with the application. It is mandatory to produce the Original validated/Updated 

Enlistment Certifi cate during sale/issue of the Tender Document for verifi cation.
4. The prescribed Non-Transferable Tender Documents (excluding the Tender Form) can be obtained during the period specifi ed in (As above from the offi  ce of the Assistant Engineer, Roads and Bridges Department, Soreng Sub-Division, on 

production of requisite Bank receipt of the state of Sikkim towards the cost of Tender Documents (non-refundable) under the receipt Head “0059-80-800” cost of Tender Form (Roads & Bridges).
5. Earnest money deposit @ 2.5% in State Bank of Sikkim shall be in the form of Deposit Receipt of Schedule Bank which includes deposits in the form of temporary deposit receipts (TDR) in favor of the Sr. Accounts Offi  cer, Roads & Bridges, 

Gyalshing, West Sikkim. Tender form shall be issued only on production of toward deposit receipts of 2.5% earnest money.
6. The Tender Documents, including the Tender Form with quoted off er should be placed in a sealed cover with the name of the tenderers and the name of the work superscripted on it, supporting documents listed at Sl.No 3(a &b) along with 

other relevant documents be enclosed with the off er.
7. Sealed tenders may be deposited in the Tender box in the offi  ce of the Assistant Engineer , Roads and Bridges Department, Soreng  SubDivision, on the date and within the time indicated above.
8. Tenders shall be opened by a Tender Opening Committee as prescribed by the Government in the presence of the tenderers on the date and time indicated above.
9. The Tenderer should sign on every page of the tender documents as Acceptance of the general Direction and Conditions of the Contract and other laid down norms. The rate quoted should be both in fi gures and words and should be inclusive 

of GST all other applicable Taxes and Levies. Over writing and correction should be avoided and if made should be authenticated. Incomplete/Conditional tenders shall be rejected forthwith.
10. In case of any discrepancy in rate(s) printed in the Schedule of Rates and Quantities issued with the tender documents, rates as per approved Schedule of Rates will be taken as correct. For items outside the SOR, the rates shall be as per 

the technically checked estimate/analysis. Decision of the Principal Chief Engineer cum Secretary/ Head of the Department will be fi nal in this regard.
11. The work value, scope and quantum of work are subject to change, the contractor shall execute the work as per the directives of the Department. No claim on this account is entertained whatsoever. If any claim is made, it shall be as per 

the agreement rates.
12. The Department reserves the rights to hold payments to the contractor unless test certifi cates are not produced by the contractor when called upon to do so.
13. Avoidable damages due to negligence of the contractor shall be at his own risk and cost. The Department shall not be liable for payment of such damages (if any), including accidents to labours at site.
14. The off er shall remain valid for a period of 90 days. The work should commence within 15 days from the issue of the work order.
15. All the conditions as mentioned in the NIT shall be deemed to a part of the agreement to be entered with the contractor. Security deposit shall be collected by deductions from the running bills of the contractor @ 5% of the value of work done.
16. The Department reserves the right to accept or reject any or all tenders without assigning any reason thereof.
17. The recoveries of Royalties on Forest Produce shall be as per rates notify by the Government from time to time and applicable on the date of payment. In no case, clam of any contractor for deduction as per rates incorporated in the analysis 

of rates or Schedule of Rates on the date of tender shall be acceptable.
18. Subletting of contract work is against the norms and if it comes to notice ,the original contract shall be cancelled and appropriate action shall be initiated as per the rules.
19. The Department also reserves the right to increase, decrease, alter or modify the item of works as indicated in the NIT without assigning any reason thereof.
20. In case the man powers employed by the contractors are from outside the State or neighboring countries, it shall be the responsibility of the contractors to get them registered with the labour department, Government of Sikkim as per the 

relevant Labour Laws.
21. Use of explosives shall be regulated as under:-      

a) Transportation, Handling, storage and use of Explosives (if necessary) shall be in accordance with the provisions of the India Explosive Act and General Guidelines, Circulars issued by the department and other competent authorities 
on the subject from time to time.

b) The rules and regulations issued by the Sikkim Public Works department or any other competent authority shall strictly be adhered to with regard to transportation, storage; handling and use of explosives shall be maintained by the 
contractor.

22. The contractor shall also make arrangements to have photographs of the works taken at least at three stages of the construction period. i.e. beginning, middle and completion stage.
23. Damage to properties in and around the work site must be avoided at all cost. The contractor shall be held responsible for any acts of negligence and shall be made to make good the damages.
24. It is accepted to the tenderer to have inspected the site before submitting his/her bid. There may be possible site diffi  culties for which the tenderer should have their own correct assessment before submitting the bid.
25. The cost of stock materials supplied from the Department store will be deducted from the contractors’ bills as per rules.
26. The bidders shall produce a Certifi cate of Residence from the concerned Gram Panchayat Unit where the work is to be executed.

ASSISTANT ENGINEER,
ROADS & BRIDGES DEPARTMENT,

SORENG SUB DIVISION,
WEST SIKKIM.

R.O. No. 410/ipr/pub/classi./18-19 dt. 8.10.18

SL. No NAME OF WORK Cost of work put to Tender (in Rs) Earnest Money @ 2.5% (in Rs) Cost of Tender document (in Rs) Completion Time 

Soreng-Chakung Constituency

1 Construction of road from Budang-Chumbung road to Torkeygaon Km 0-1.50 6357744.00 158944.00 1500.00 12 Months 

2 Construction of road from Soreng-Bichgaon to Lungthung busty Km 0-1.00 4238496.00 105962.00 1500.00 09 Months 

3 Construction of road from Soreng-Malbasey to Khopikharka Km 0- 1.00 4238496.00 105962.00 1500.00 09 Months 

Zoom Salghari Constituency

1
Construction of link road from VLW offi  ce to Power Station, Lekdam, Sukpan, Ward 
No.1, Zoom GPU Km 0-1.00.

4238496.00 105962.00 1500.00 09 Months 

2
Construction of link road from VLW offi  ce to Power Station, Lekdam, Sukpan, Ward 
No.1, Zoom GPU Km 1.00-2.00.

4238496.00 105962.00 1500.00 09 Months 

3
Construction of link road from Namrik Sirubari to Namrik, Ward No. 2, Zoom GPU Km-
0-1.00.

4238496.00 105962.00 1500.00 09 Months 

4
Construction of link road from Namrik Sirubari to Namrik, Ward No. 2, Zoom GPU Km-
1.00-2.00.

4238496.00 105962.00 1500.00 09 Months 

Rinchenpong Constituency

1 Construction of road from PMGSY road to IFBP Church, Khaniserbong Km 0-1.50 6357744.00 158944.00 1500.00 12 Months 

2 Construction of road from Lower Sreebadam to Deythang SPWD road Km 0-1.00 4238496.00 105962.00 1500.00 09 Months 

3 Construction of road from Lower Sreebadam to Deythang SPWD road Km 1.00-2.00 4238496.00 105962.00 1500.00 09 Months 

4 Construction of road from Sribadam to Kalika Mandir via Parengaon Km-0-1.00 4238496.00 105962.00 1500.00 09 Months 

5 Construction of road from Sribadam to Kalika Mandir via Parengaon Km-1.00-2.00 4238496.00 105962.00 1500.00 09 Months 

6 Construction of road from Sribadam to Kalika Mandir via Parengaon Km-2.00-3.00 4238496.00 105962.00 1500.00 09 Months 

N�� D����, O ! 8 (PTI): Caro-

lina Marin and PV Sindhu were 

expectedly the most sought after 

Icon Players as they were picked 

by Pune 7 Aces and Hyderabad 

Hunters respectively in the Players’ 

Auction of the Premier Badminton 

League (PBL) here Monday.

The fourth season of Voda-

fone PBL, organised by Sportz-

live under the aegis of Badmin-

ton Association of India, will 

kick off in Mumbai on Decem-

ber 22 with the �inal being held 

in Bengaluru on January 13.

With no retention or Right 

to Match (RTM) card at dis-

posal, the Players’ Auction was 

always going to be a keen con-

test for teams to get the combi-

nation right while looking for 

that one Icon Player who can 

inspire them to bigger glory.

Indonesia’s Tommy Sugi-

arto became the highest paid 

non-Icon Player with the Dal-

mia Cement Group owned Del-

hi Dashers splurging INR 70 

lakh for his services. The Delhi 

out�it won a tense battle with 

two other teams to acquire the 

World No 11, paying INR 40 

lakh above his base price.

Among the Indians, ris-

ing doubles star Satwiksairaj 

Rankireddy was the top draw 

and Padmanabh Sports Pvt Ltd 

owned Ahmedabad Smash Mas-

ters outbid the Hyderabad Hunt-

ers to secure the youngster for 

INR 52 lakh, a massive jump from 

his base price of INR 15 lakh.

Given the strong pool of 

players in the auction, it was 

interesting to see the strategies 

the teams implemented to build 

their squad as three of these 

players could be retained for 

the next two seasons as well.

Marin and Sindhu were the 

obvious choice for almost all 

the teams. At least four teams 

raised the prize purse to INR 

80 lakh, the maximum limit a 

team can bid for a player, be-

fore the players got assigned to 

the teams by a draw of lots.

The Spaniard, who played 

a major role in helping Hy-

derabad Hunters win the title 

last year, would now shift base 

to Pune. The new out�it were 

clearly gunning for the three-

time world champion and were 

understandably delighted when 

the announcer pulled out a chit 

of their name in a draw of lot.

“I am very excited to be part 

of Pune team. Hyderabad has 

been like a second home for me. 

But now I am excited to be part 

the Pune team and explore this 

part of India,” said Marin after 

learning about the bid.

Speaking post the player 

auctions an upbeat Taapsee 

Pannu, owner of Pune 7 Aces 

said, “We had a set game-plan 

and I am really ecstatic to be 

able to rope in some of the big 

names in the auction pool to-

day. It has been a perfect im-

plementation of the backdoor 

homework we had done.

“With a champion in Marin, 

experienced Mathias Boe in the 

doubles category and young 

Lakshya Sen, am really optimis-

tic how balanced the team has 

shaped up. Can’t wait for the 

season to start.”

While the Hunters lost their 

star performer from last year, 

they would be delighted to wel-

come home Rio Olympics silver 

medallist Sindhu. The 23-year-

old, who was playing for Chennai 

Smashers for the last two sea-

sons, will be playing for the home 

city for the �irst time and couldn’t 

hide her disappointment.

Two-time CWG gold win-

ner and India’s badminton 

queen Saina Nehwal will be 

seen plying her trade for the 

North-Eastern Warriors in the 

upcoming edition.

“It’s a great opportunity for 

me to get associated with the 

North Eastern Warriors. The 

fans over here are extremely 

passionate and I will try and 

give my best for them. I always 

had a special admiration for 

the north-east and with this 

alliance I wish to promote bad-

minton in this region, so that 

we have more people inspired 

to take up the sport,” said the 

2012 Olympic Medallist.

Among the other Icon Play-

ers, former world champion 

Viktor Axelsen will represent 

Ahmedabad Smash Masters, 

Kidambi Srikanth will play for 

Bengaluru Raptors.

Homecoming for Sindhu, Saina to don North East outfi t for 4th season of PBL
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Y�����, O�  9 (AFP): 

Myanmar is “unable and 

unwilling” to investigate 

its abuses against Ro-

hingya Muslims, a UN 

rights envoy has said, 

bolstering calls for the 

country’s generals to be 

hauled before an interna-

tional court.

A UN fact-�inding mis-

sion has called for Myan-

mar’s top brass to be in-

vestigated for genocide, 

crimes against humanity 

and war crimes over a bru-

tal crackdown against Ro-

hingya Muslims in Rakhine 

state that forced more 

than 720,000 of the belea-

guered minority to �lee the 

country to Bangladesh.

Myanmar has dis-

missed the allegations, 

slamming the UN body as 

biased, and the govern-

ment has set up its own 

committee to investigate 

the crimes.

But UN special rap-

porteur to Myanmar 

Yanghee Lee -- who has 

been barred from en-

tering the country since 

December -- said the gov-

ernment has shown little 

capacity for an unbiased 

probe into the violence, 

saying it has taken “limit-

ed and insuf�icient steps”.

“(Myanmar) is un-

able and unwilling to dis-

charge its obligation to 

conduct credible, prompt, 

thorough, independent 

and impartial investiga-

tions and prosecutions,” 

Lee said in a report she 

published via her Twitter 

account on Monday.

Given Myanmar’s 

refusal to hold itself ac-

countable, she added, it 

was up to international 

courts to seek justice.

“The onus is on the 

international commu-

nity to take action,” she 

warned. “Any delay in 

instituting justice will 

only result in more viola-

tions.” In her conclusions 

she recommended the 

UN should “refer the sit-

uation in Myanmar to the 

International Criminal 

Court immediately”.

The northern part 

of Rakhine has been on 

lockdown since the vio-

lence broke out last Au-

gust, with journalists and 

observers only allowed 

to visit on short, chaper-

oned trips.

UN investigators -- 

who authored the explo-

sive fact-�inding report 

-- were not allowed into 

the country while Lee has 

been barred from entering 

Myanmar since December 

for her sharp criticisms of 

the government’s treat-

ment of the Rohingya.

Lee said she had asked 

India for permission to 

meet Rohingya refugees 

there but received no re-

sponse from Delhi.

Myanmar’s de facto 

leader Suu Kyi -- once 

lionised by the interna-

tional community as a 

democracy icon -- has 

seen a sharp fall from 

grace following her re-

fusal to speak out against 

the military.

The UN fact-�inding 

mission has pointed out 

that her government’s 

attempts to whitewash 

facts had worsened the 

situation for the embat-

tled Rohingya.

Lee also raised alarm 

over declining press 

freedom in Myanmar af-

ter Reuters journalists 

Wa Lone and Kyaw Soe 

Oo were jailed for seven 

years each after report-

ing on the military’s role 

in the massacre of 10 Ro-

hingya men in Inn Din vil-

lage in northern Rakhine.

Describing their pros-

ecution as “spurious”, she 

called for the pair to be 

released immediately.

The military has de-

nied almost all accusa-

tions of genocide levelled 

against it, insisting that 

“clearance operations” 

were necessary to �ight 

Rohingya militants.

The International 

Criminal Court has ruled 

that an investigation will 

go ahead as Bangladesh 

-- which has received the 

Rohingya refugees �leeing 

across the border -- is a sig-

natory of the Rome statute 

that created the court.

Myanmar has not 

signed the statute, and 

a minister told the UN 

General Assembly that his 

government rejected the 

“dubious intervention”.

Myanmar ‘unwilling’ to probe Rohingya 

abuse, UN must act: Rights envoy

Indonesia says 

death toll in 

Sulawesi quake 

rises to 2,010
J�!�" �, O�  9 (AP): In-

donesia’s disaster agen-

cy says the death toll 

from the Sulawesi island 

earthquake and tsunami 

has climbed past 2,000.

Agency spokesman 

Sutopo Purwo Nugroho 

said Tuesday the toll had 

climbed to 2,010.

Nugroho also said the 

search for thousands of 

victims feared buried in 

mud and rubble in the 

three hardest-hit neigh-

borhoods of Palu city 

will be halted Thursday, 

nearly two weeks after 

the Sept. 28 disaster.

He said authori-

ties will hold prayers 

to mark the end of the 

search in the Petobo, 

Balaroa and Jono Oge 

areas, where the quake 

caused loose soil to liq-

uefy, swallowing houses 

and burying the occu-

pants with them.

LALIT K JHA

W�#$%�� ��, O�  9 

(PTI): Tech giant Google 

has said that its social 

network Google+ will be 

shut down after it was 

discovered that a bug ex-

posed private data of up 

to 500,000 users to ex-

ternal developers.

The announce-

ment was made by Ben 

Smith, Google Fellow and 

vice-president of engi-

neering, in a blog post on 

Monday, in which he noted 

that the Indian-American 

headed company could 

not con�irm which users 

were impacted by the bug.

“However, we ran a 

detailed analysis over 

the two weeks prior to 

patching the bug, and 

from that analysis, the 

pro�iles of up to 500,000 

Google+ accounts were 

potentially affected. Our 

analysis showed that up 

to 438 applications may 

have used this Applica-

tion programming inter-

face (API),” he said.

“We found no evi-

dence that any developer 

was aware of this bug, or 

abusing the API, and we 

found no evidence that 

any pro�ile data was mis-

used,” Smith said.

The technical bug 

was detected as part of 

an effort called Project 

Strobe started by Goo-

gle early this year. It is a 

root-and-branch review 

of third-party devel-

oper access to Google 

accounts and Android 

device data and of our 

philosophy around apps’ 

data access, he wrote.

“This project looked 

at the operation of our 

privacy controls, plat-

forms where users were 

not engaging with our 

APIs because of concerns 

around data privacy, ar-

eas where developers 

may have been granted 

overly broad access, and 

other areas in which our 

policies should be tight-

ened,” Smith said.

The Wall Street Jour-

nal, which was the �irst to 

report about it said that a 

software glitch in the so-

cial site gave outside de-

velopers potential access 

to private Google+ pro�ile 

Google+ to close after 500K user’s information exposed
data between 2015 and 

March 2018, when inter-

nal investigators discov-

ered and �ixed the issue.

“A memo reviewed by 

the Journal prepared by 

Google’s legal and policy 

staff and shared with se-

nior executives warned 

that disclosing the inci-

dent would likely trigger 

“immediate regulatory in-

terest” and invite compar-

isons to Facebook’s leak of 

user information to data 

�irm Cambridge Analyti-

ca,” the daily reported.

Sunder Pichai, the 

Indian-American CEO of 

Google, was briefed on the 

plan to not notify users af-

ter an internal committee 

had reached that decision, 

The Wall Street said quot-

ing unnamed sources.

Smith, however, an-

nounced that Google+ 

will not be shut down im-

mediately.

“To give people a full 

opportunity to transi-

tion, we will implement 

this wind-down over a 

10-month period, slated 

for completion by the end 

of next August. Over the 

coming months, we will 

provide consumers with 

additional information, 

including ways they can 

download and migrate 

their data,” he wrote.

Google also announced 

launch of more granular 

Google account permis-

sions that will show in in-

dividual dialog boxes.

“When an app 

prompts you for access 

to your Google account 

data, we always require 

that you see what data 

it has asked for, and you 

must grant it explicit per-

mission,” he said.

“Going forward, con-

sumers will get more 

�ine-grained control over 

what account data they 

choose to share with each 

app. Instead of seeing all 

requested permissions in 

a single screen, apps will 

have to show you each re-

quested permission, one 

at a time, within its own 

dialog box,” Smith said.

Google+ never came 

close to challenging ri-

val Facebook for social 

network supremacy. 

Launched in 2011, Goo-

gle+ copied Facebook 

with status updates 

and news feeds but the 

company’s other experi-

ments with social media 

struggled to win over us-

ers because of complicat-

ed features and privacy 

mishaps.

Early this year, Face-

book acknowledged that 

Cambridge Analytica, a 

British research organisa-

tion that performed work 

for the Trump campaign, 

had improperly gained 

access to the personal in-

formation of up to 87 mil-

lion Facebook users.

Pak ex-PMs 

Nawaz, Abbasi 

appear before 

Lahore Court 

in treason 

case linked to 

Mumbai attack
L�$�"&, O�  8 (PTI): 

Former Pakistan premiers 

Nawaz Sharif and Shahid 

Khaqan Abbasi, along with 

a prominent journalist, ap-

peared before the Lahore 

High Court on Monday for 

hearing on a petition seek-

ing treason proceedings 

against them in a case re-

lated to the 2008 Mumbai 

terror attack.

Journalist Cyril Almei-

da, Assistant Editor for the 

Dawn newspaper is also a 

respondent in the case be-

ing heard by a three-mem-

ber bench headed by Jus-

tice Mazahar Ali Naqvi, The 

Express Tribune reported.

In the last hearing, 

Almeida was put on ‘Exit 

Control List’ and issued 

non-bailable warrants for 

his arrest for not attending 

previous court proceedings.

The petition was �iled 

against Nawaz for defam-

ing the country through an 

interview on the Mumbai 

terror attack and against 

Abbasi for supporting the 

former prime minister’s 

stance and sharing min-

utes of the National Secu-

rity Council’s (NSC) meet-

ing in violation of his oath, 

the report said.

The petition contended 

that Nawaz had not only 

disclosed sensitive secrets 

but also expressed his 

views against sensitive na-

tional institutions, it said.

Contending that 

Nawaz had betrayed the 

nation, the petition stated 

that a treason case should 

be instituted against him 

for giving the controver-

sial interview and allow-

ing it to go on air.

According to the peti-

tioner Amina Malik, a civil 

society member, Abbasi’s 

action amounted to sedi-

tion as he had violated his 

oath of of�ice.

The security was 

beefed up around the 

court premises and a large 

crowd of the Pakistan 

Muslim League (Nawaz) 

supporters had gathered 

by the main entry point.

The hearing has been 

adjourned until October 22.

Sharif, who was re-

cently released from jail 

after receiving bail in the 

Aven�ield case, had been 

absent from previous 

hearings as he had been 

receiving condolences 

over the death of his wife 

Kulsoom.

W�#$%�� ��, O�  9 

(PTI): Gender diversity 

is likely to boost produc-

tivity growth, including 

in countries like India, as 

women bring new skills 

to the workplace, accord-

ing to the IMF.

The progress has 

been made in increas-

ing female labour force 

participation in the past 

two decades but the 

pace has been uneven 

and large gaps remain, 

the International Mone-

tary Fund (IMF) said in 

a research paper.

The paper asserted 

that gender diversity is 

likely to be bene�icial to 

productivity growth, in-

cluding countries like In-

dia, because women bring 

new skills to the work-

place. Reducing female 

underemployment should 

yield greater gains than 

an equivalent increase in 

male employment: gender 

diversity brings bene�its 

all its own, it said.

“Women bring new 

skills to the workplace. 

This may re�lect social 

norms and their impact 

on upbringing, social 

interactions, as well as 

differences in risk pref-

erence and response to 

incentives, for example,” 

said the latest IMF dis-

cussion note ‘The Eco-

nomic Gains from Gender 

Inclusion: New Mecha-

nisms, New Evidence’.

“As such, there is an 

economic bene�it from 

diversity that is, from 

bringing women into the 

labour force over and 

above the bene�it result-

ing from simply having 

more workers,” the IMF 

said.

The paper �inds that 

male and female labour 

are complementary in 

production. The results 

also imply that standard 

models, which do not 

differentiate between 

genders in their analysis, 

understate the favour-

able impact of gender 

inclusion on growth, 

and wrongly attribute 

to technology a part of 

growth that is actually 

caused by women’s par-

ticipation, it said.

The results further 

suggest that narrowing 

gender gaps bene�its 

both men and women, 

because of a boost to 

male wages from higher 

female labour force par-

ticipation, it said.

As households get 

richer during the pro-

cess of economic de-

velopment, demand for 

services rises, and la-

bour is reallocated to the 

growing sector, the paper 

said. Because services 

are more gender equal in 

employment than other 

sectors, developing econ-

omies naturally become 

more inclusive, it said.

But barriers to female 

labour force participa-

tion which includes tax 

distortions, discrimina-

tion, and social/cultural 

factors, slow this pro-

cess, reducing output 

and welfare.

The IMF in its discus-

sion note estimates that 

these barriers can de-

press female labour force 

participation by as much 

as a tax of up to 50 per 

cent on female labour, 

depending on the region.

“Barriers not only 

hold back gender parity, 

they have a direct cost: 

welfare gains from their 

removal would exceed 

20 per cent in India, Paki-

stan and other countries 

in the Middle East and 

North Africa, for exam-

ple,” the IMF said.

In its discussion note, 

the IMF says that not all 

economic sectors show 

comparable levels of 

gender equality, with ser-

vices being much more 

equal in both developing 

and developed econo-

mies.

The male-to-female 

employment ratio is 1.7 

on average in the ser-

vices sector, 2.6 in man-

ufacturing, and 4.6 in ag-

riculture.4 Figure 2 con-

�irms that services are 

more gender equal than 

nonservices.

“There are notable 

exceptions to this rule. 

For example, China en-

joys markedly equal em-

ployment in all sectors, 

and India, on the other 

hand, has high aggregate 

employment ratios that 

are extraordinarily high 

in the services sector,” it 

said in a footnote.

It also shows that 

countries that are gender 

equal in nonservices also 

tend to be more gender 

equal in the services sec-

tor, the report said.

Gender diversity is likely to be boost 

productivity growth: IMF study
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ARIES: The intensity should in-

crease around an issue regarding 

love and romance. Friction is build-

ing. Unfortunately, this tension 

may be unavoidable. It’s likely that 

some sort of power struggle is being 

thrown into the mix, and you may 

fi ght for control of your emotions. 

Try not to get sucked into a bottom-

less pit.

TAURUS: Let your heart shine. 

Love surrounds you like a beautiful 

pink cloud, and you can’t help but 

attract people to you. Take romance 

to a higher level with someone re-

ally special tonight. You’ll fi nd that 

whatever you give will come back 

to you tenfold. Your aura glows 

brightly with emotion, so let it light 

your way.

GEMINI: There’s a great deal of 

transforming energy in the air that 

you should harness and capitalize 

on. You may be a fan of the diet 

that you’ll start “tomorrow.” When 

tomorrow comes and there’s a huge 

meal of pizza, soda, and fries, sud-

denly the diet once again starts “to-

morrow.” Use the powerful energy 

of today to break out of this habit 

and make a real change in your life. 

CANCER: You may experience 

writer’s block in every sense of the 

phrase. Even if you don’t consider 

yourself a writer, for some reason it 

may be diffi  cult to get even the sim-

plest words down on paper. Don’t 

get upset. Your verbal juices may 

not be fl owing freely, but they ha-

ven’t disappeared. Use this time to 

read other people’s works and visit 

museums for inspiration.   

LEO: Action should be your main 

priority, especially when it comes 

to love and romance. You may not 

be too concerned about what sort of 

action you take. Your only concern 

is that you aren’t sitting still at any 

time. Once you fi gure out what you 

want, you’re unlikely to stop until 

you get it. Your power is forceful 

and extreme. 

VIRGO:  A surprise in love and ro-

mance is on its way to you. Things 

are coming full circle, and the in-

vestment you made in this realm is 

fi nally paying off . Something new 

is cropping up, but in reality, this is 

a result of things you set in motion 

long ago. Be open to embracing the 

tremendous fl ow of love and beauty 

that’s coming your way.  

LIBRA: Be more aware of your 

personal appearance and how 

you’re perceived. Make sure that 

your attire is appropriate for the 

people you’re with and the situa-

tion. Fashion is a consideration, so 

don’t look like a slob. You may be 

urged into a fancy store today where 

you’re talked into buying some new 

items to spruce up your wardrobe.  

SCORPIO: Know what you’re get-

ting yourself into, especially if it has 

to do with love and romance. You 

may be like a fl y on a tree branch, 

carefully inspecting the beauti-

ful spider web at your feet. You’re 

tempted to step on the silky strands, 

yet once you place one foot on the 

sticky web, you’ll be tangled there 

for a long time - maybe forever.  

SAGITTARIUS: Your heart may 

be hurt by misfortunes that have 

befallen you. Thinking about times 

past is just pulling up buckets of 

tears from a well. Don’t keep doing 

this to yourself. It’s time to move 

forward. Your heart is eager to start 

something new and bring adventure 

into your life. Use your emotions 

as fuel for the future instead of re-

straints from the past.  

CAPRICORN: You’re fi lled with 

joy! There’s a tremendous wave of 

love coming your way. Everything 

involving romance could be tak-

en to extremes. An extreme in the 

direction of love and boundless 

creativity means that at some time 

there will be a dramatic swing in the 

opposite direction. Today you only 

need to concern yourself with the 

upswing.    

AQUARIUS: Instead of dragging 

on with something old, tired, and 

worn out, why not start something 

new? If you refuse to give up on a 

project that’s doomed to fail, you’ll 

be in for a long, frustrating road 

ahead. You’ll fi nd this to be espe-

cially true of anything involving 

music, beauty, creativity, and the 

arts. Redirect your energy toward 

something more promising.  

PISCES: Social engagements will 

be your saving grace. Without them, 

you may be confused and sad about 

issues that are reaching a climax. In 

some form or another, you’re being 

asked to make some major transfor-

mations. These changes are slow 

and perhaps subtle, but they’re im-

portant and need addressing. This is 

where the help of friends can come 

in handy.

N�� Y���, O ! 9 (PTI): 

Priyanka Chopra on Mon-

day said she had faith in her 

maiden Sikkimese produc-

tion “Pahuna” (“The Little 

Visitors”) right from the 

outset.

The !ilm, produced un-

der Purple Pebble Pictures, 

was adjudged Best Film (Jury 

Choice) and Special Mention 

by Professional Jury in The 

International Feature Film 

Category at SCHLINGEL In-

ternational Children’s Film 

Festival in Germany.

“’Pahuna’. A !ilm I’ve be-

lieved in from the word go! 

Love the response it’s get-

ting worldwide. Can’t wait 

to see what’s in store for our 

!ilm next! Congrats team @

PurplePebblePic for winning 

the ‘Best Film (Jury’s choice)’ 

and a special mention at the 

#SchlingelFilmFestival,” Pri-

yanka wrote on Twitter.

Director Pakhi A Tyrewa-

la, thanked the actor-produc-

er for her unwavering faith in 

the !ilm.

“It’s true. Only person 

who repeatedly told me that 

I made a good !ilm whenever 

I doubted it. She always had 

faith in ‘Pahuna’. Thanks @

priyankachopra,” Pakhi re-

plied to Priyanka’s tweet.

To this the actor respond-

ed saying, “Always @Paakh-

iATyrewala I truly believe in 

the power of talent and hard 

work. And you are exactly 

that. #Pahuna is an amazing 

!ilm and I’m so proud of it 

and you. Congratulations to 

everyone who worked on it 

@PurplePebblePic and the 

cast and crew!” 

The !ilm revolves around 

three Nepali children who get 

separated from their parents, 

escape the Maoists agitation 

in Nepal and !lee to Sikkim.

“Pahuna” had its world 

premiere at the Toronto In-

ternational Film Festival 

(TIFF) last year.

NITESH PRADHAN

G"#$!��, 09 O !:

T
emi Tea Mr Sikkim 

2018 Manhunt will 

now have 22 !inalists. 

The contestants now vie for 

the coveted subtitle Summit 

Times Mr Multimedia pre-

sented by the of!icial print 

partner Summit Times.

This subtitle is decided by 

the audience on total number 

of likes their pictures get on 

social networking sites Face-

book and Instagram on Mr 

Sikkim Manhunt page.

Get to know the contestants 

a little better with these brief 

interviews.  

Contestant’s name: HOMAN 

CHETTRI

Father’s name: Puspalall 

chettri

Mother’s name: Goma chettri

Residential address: Adarsh 

Gaon, Singtam.

Hobbies/Interests: riding, 

exploring new places, playing 

outdoor games , have a huge 

interest in modifying auto-

mobiles 

Why Mr Sikkim 2018 Man-

hunt? 

- It has always been my 

dream and i am always being 

told i should be a model as i 

am tall, I’ve the right body for 

it and right looks too and al-

ways love to experience new 

thing and love to be part of 

such dynamic and glamour 

industry.

What are the qualities that 

make you stand out in the 

crowd? 

- I am very patience and un-

derstanding and always love 

to help the needy one.

What if you win or lose the 

competition of Mr. Sikkim 

2018 Manhunt? 

 -Winning or losing is just a 

part of the game ultimate-

ly one has to be the winner 

but being in the competition 

i got to learn many things or 

do things which i have never 

done before , and will surely 

work on that and try to polish 

myself more and lastly i got a 

new family 

De ine yourself? 

- I am a very fun loving and 

strong person and at the 

same time little sensitive too, 

i’ve a very soft heart, love to 

explore new places, riding 

and driving is my passion. 

What is that one thing that 

can unite humanity?

-Helping hands and equality.

Your message or appeal?

My message to everyone is 

never back down from any 

challenge, don’t be afraid of 

doing new things, challenge 

yourself every single day 

Be an inspiration ...

Contestant’s name: ABISHEK 

GURUNG 

Father’s name: Dhan baha-

dur Gurung 

Mother’s name: Hem Kumari 

Gurung 

Residential address: Manbir 

colony, Burtuk 

Hobbies/Interests: football, 

gymming and swimming. 

Why Mr Sikkim 2018 Man-

hunt? 

- This is a platform where 

i can learn and experience 

many new things. 

What are the qualities that 

make you stand out in the 

crowd? 

- I have a good physique 

and i am con!ident to be in a 

crowd. 

What if you win or lose the 

competition of Mr. Sikkim 

2018 Manhunt? 

- Either i win or lose i will be 

having great time and will be 

gaining lots of new things. 

De ine Yourself? 

- I like to visit new places and 

want to stay !it and healthy 

and want to learn more new 

things in my upcoming life. 

What is that one thing that 

can unite humanity?

- Caste, creed, sex, religion, 

color should be out of our 

mind and we should not 

judge each other.

Your message or appeal? 

- Thank you Mr Sikkim man-

hunt 2018 who has given us 

such a great platform where we 

can show our talent and learn 

many new things and most 

important con!idence which is 

boosted to another level.

Get to know Mr Sikkim 2018 Manhunt finalists

‘Pahuna’ fi lm I believed in from 

the word go: Priyanka Chopra
M%&'"*, O ! 9 (PTI): Writ-

er-director Vinta Nanda, who 

has accused Alok Nath of rap-

ing and harassing her, says 

there was no tension in nam-

ing him but she did not realise 

that the incident, which has af-

fected her for 20 years, would 

blow up on social media.

Nanda said she is yet to 

decide what her next course 

would be but her !irst instinct 

was to “protect” herself. 

“It has been ages since I 

have held on to something 

that has affected me for 

20 years. It has been 

the nucleus of my ev-

ery situation. I lost my 

con!idence as a writer 

and as a human being. It 

changed me fundamen-

tally,” she told PTI.

“I want someone who 

did that to me to be pun-

ished but I am not saying 

anything right now as 

I don’t know what I am 

going to do next. I did 

not plan anything,” she 

added. 

When asked why did she 

not name Nath directly, Nan-

da said there was no fear but 

she was addressing a speci!ic 

audience.

“It was my personal Face-

book page and I was not ex-

pecting the situation to blow 

up. It was between me and 

my friends and relatives and 

everyone understands who is 

‘sanskari’. There were thou-

sands of comments and an lot 

of people have asked me who is 

the person. There was no ten-

sion in naming him,” she said.

When told that Nath, in 

a statement, had said that it 

was probably someone else, 

she asked, “Do you think he 

will admit?” 

Nanda said she decided 

to out Nath because she was 

feeling guilty for having kept 

the incident to herself while 

asking others to speak up.

“I have not thought any-

thing beyond this point. I 

was feeling guilty for hold-

ing back and telling others 

to talk. It was not thought or 

planned. I will see what to do 

next. Nothing has been decid-

ed. I will be exploring things, 

I want to protect myself.” 

In her post, Nanda ac-

cused the “most Sanskaari 

person”, as Nath is known, of 

raping her more than once 19 

years ago. 

Nanda, best known for 

the TV show “Tara”, gave a de-

tailed account of the alleged 

assaults in a lengthy Face-

book post Monday night, the 

latest expose in the #MeToo 

movement sweeping India. 

She did not name Nath 

but referred to her attacker 

as “the most Sanskaari (cul-

tured) person”, a sobriquet 

attached with the actor cour-

tesy his on-screen image of 

playing the goody-goody fa-

ther, uncle and grandfather.

Nanda alleged that Nath 

sexually assaulted her on 

more than one occasion after 

he was !ired from the 1993 

show for misbehaving with its 

lead actor, Navneet Nishan.

Nishan supported Nan-

da’s allegations against Nath 

while con!irming the harass-

ment she faced at the hands 

of the actor. 

Nishan said she em-

pathises with the “terri-

ble pain” Nanda has gone 

through. Without nam-

ing Nath, she said she 

also suffered because of 

this man’s “power trip”.

“I empathise with 

Vinta for the terri-

ble pain she has gone 

through; it is unimag-

inable. I dealt with the 

four year harassment 

by slapping the man in 

question and it is done and 

dusted. 

“l suffered the loss of the 

show and was further shamed 

by the man through media 

and I endured that. I fought 

my battles there and then. I 

am immensely glad that the 

power trip and sexual domi-

nance coming from this pow-

er is being called out. It is high 

time,” she told PTI. 

Actor Richa Chadha was 

one of many people on Twit-

ter who were quick to put 

two and two together and 

name Nath as the person 

mentioned in Nanda’s post.

It has been nucleus of my every situation: Vinta 

Nanda on allegations against Alok Nath

M%&'"*, O ! 9 (PTI): Film-

maker Vikas Bahl will no 

longer be associated with 

Kabir Khan’s “83”, days after 

a woman employee at Phan-

tom Films reiterated her 

allegations of molestation 

against the director. He was 

on board as one of the pro-

ducers.

Last year, the woman 

employee at Phantom Films, 

which had Bahl as one of the 

partners along side Anurag 

Kashyap, Vikramaditya Mot-

wane and Madhu Mantena, 

had alleged that Bahl be-

haved inappropriately with 

her during a trip to Goa.

There were reports that 

the “Queen” director was 

dropped from any further 

associations with “83”, the 

forthcoming !ilm, starring 

Ranveer Singh, which chron-

icles India’s iconic maiden 

World Cup win. 

When asked, Khan con-

!irmed the news to PTI, “Yes, 

Vikas Bahl will not have any 

credit on ‘83’.” 

Bahl has been accused 

of sexual harassment by 

a former employee of the 

company, which was dis-

solved ahead of a HuffPost 

article that detailed the vic-

tim’s account and how the 

production house failed to 

take action.

Both Kashyap and Mot-

wane have since distanced 

themselves from Bahl in sep-

arate statements.

On Monday, Hrithik Ro-

shan, who stars in Bahl’s 

next directorial “Super 30”, 

broke his silence saying it is 

“impossible” for him to work 

with any person “guilty of 

such grave misconduct”.

Vikas Bahl removed from Kabir Khan’s 

‘83’ amid sexual assault allegations


