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HIS HOLINESS THE XVII GYALWANG KARMAPA
OGYEN DRODUL TRINLEY DORJE

TRIBUTE TO HIS HOLINESS ON HIS 35th BIRTHDAY

We the devotees and followers of the XVII Gyalwang Karmapa Ogyen Drodul Trinley Dorje 
offer our prayers and felicitation on your 35th Birthday for your long life and the realization of 
all your aspirations. Sikkim and Rumtek Dharma Chakra Centre eagerly awaits your return 
and with each passing day we pray that this comes about soon.

Karmapa – the embodiment of Sakyamuni Buddha and all the Boddhisatvas – their 
spiritual activities and accomplishments, is here with us, of his own free will because of his 
compassion and desire to carry on with his Dharma activities to liberate all sentient beings. 
With the power of such blessing, may all the Dharma activities of this nature naturally 
come to fruition.

With the passing of time and evolvement of His Holiness’s dharma activities, it is only but natural 
that now His Holiness should be allowed to visit Sikkim and at His Seat at the Rumtek Dharma 
Chakra Centre.  We sincerely hope that the wishes and aspirations of all the Sikkimese shall be 
fulfilled at the earliest.

We remain thankful to the Govt of India for the assurances that have been made 
in the recent past for the Karmapa Ogyen Trinley Dorje to possibly visit Sikkim in the near 
future.  This message was received with immense joy, happiness and gratitude by all the 
followers and devotees of His Holiness in the state of Sikkim and across the world. 

We also hope and pray that His Holiness the Karmapa Ogyen Trinley Dorje will 
soon be able to assume his rightful seat at the Rumtek Dharma Chakra Centre.

**************************************************************
 
Rumtek Tsurphu Labrang
Pal Karmae Sangha Duche
Karmae Shri Nalanda Institute
Lay Community of Rumtek Dharma Chakra Centre
Dhondup Tsogpa, Rumtek
Deche Yarphel Tsogpa
All Devotees and Well Wishers of the XVII Karmapa

Two more returnees test 
positive, COVID tally rises to 46

SUMMIT REPORT
Gangtok, 25 Jun: 

Two more returnees 
have tested positive 

for COVID-19 taking the 
tally of active cases in Sik-
kim to 46. One 21-year-
old woman from South 
Sikkim and a 49-year-old 
man from East Sikkim 
have tested positive for 
COVID-19. 

In his daily health 
bulletin on Thursday, 
Health Department 
DG-cum-Secretary, Dr 
Pempa T Bhutia men-
tioned that these two 
new cases of COVID-19 

were detected during 
testing of 179 samples on 
Wednesday. 

While giving details of 
the two new patients, the 
Secretary informed that 
the 21-year-old wom-
an had returned from 
Bihar on 12 June and 
was placed in a facility 
quarantine at SICB, Jore-
thang. He mentioned that 
following some doubts 
about her earlier test, a 
second test was conduct-
ed on Wednesday where 
she tested positive. 

Dr Bhutia mentioned 
that the 49-year-old man 

was GREF worker who 
had travelled from Et-
awah, Uttar Pradesh to 
Delhi in a special train 
and then boarded a flight 
from Delhi to Bagdogra 
on 14 June. He further 
travelled from Siliguri to 
Gangtok in a transit bus 
of GREF on 15 June. 

He added that the 
patient travelled with 
four others in the transit 
bus, two of whom were 
dropped at the GREF 
camp at Martam while 
one person along with the 
patient had got off at the 
GREF camp at Swastik. 

The Secretary in-
formed that during test-
ing of three workers 
at Swastik camp, the 
patient tested positive 
while the other two test-
ed negative. He further 
added that samples of 
the two GREF workers 
at Martam camp will be 
sent for testing on Friday. 

Meanwhile, two di-
rect contacts of the 
49-year-old, the driver 
and nursing assistant 
who travelled with him 
in the GREF transit bus 
have also been sent for 
quarantine and will be 
tested within seven days.  

Total number of 
COVID-19 positive cases 
registered so far in the 
State is 85, in which 39 
have been discharged 
and there are 46 active 
cases in the state. At 
present, 32 patients are 
admitted in the isolation 
ward of STNM hospital, 9 
in isolation ward at Sam-
druptse in South Sikkim 
and 5 in isolation ward at 
Kyongsa in West Sikkim.

Army clarifies 
“disinformation” 
on recruitment 
of porters
Gangtok, 25 Jun [PIB]: 
News articles are ap-
pearing on the media 
suggesting that in Sik-
kim, Army is carrying out 
recruitment of porters 
due to border tensions.

It is clarified that re-
cruitment of porters is an 
annual activity and is not 
connected with any other 
border related issues.

All are informed that 
recruitment of such per-
sonnel is being carried 
out for people of Sikkim, 
Bihar and North Bengal 
for which due process 
including advertise-
ments was set into mo-
tion months ago for the 
knowledge of public in 
the region.

Landslides 
cut off North 
Sikkim
SUMMIT REPORT
Gangtok, 25 Jun: 

North Sikkim was cut 
off from rest of the 

State Thursday morning 
following incessant rains 
triggering landslides at 
several places along the 
North Sikkim Highway. 

North District Mag-
istrate, Tenzing T Ka-
leon informs that North 
Sikkim Highway was 
blocked at several plac-
es at Ambithang, near 
Rangrang and Ramthang 
under Namok Gram Pan-
chayat Unit, Phamtham 
at Kabi Lungtsok con-
necting North Sikkim 
from Tashi View Point 
and Dikchu-Mangan 
road, at Tintek and Dik-
chu Sokpay. 

He added that no ca-
sualties or damage to 
property have been re-
ported so far. 

Mr Kaleon informed 
that it will take a few 
days to fully restore road 
connectivity and the Dis-
trict Administration has 
directed all the officials 
to be on alert. 

Sikkim pays tribute to 
martyred soldiers

Gangtok, 25 Jun (IPR): 
‘Veeron Ko Naman’, a spe-
cial programme to pay 
tribute to the brave sol-
diers of the Indian Army 
who were martyred 
during the recent stand-
off at the India-China 
border along Galwan val-
ley in Ladakh, was held 
at M.G Marg in the State 
Capital this evening.

The programme was 
attended by  Governor 
of Sikkim, Ganga Prasad 
and  Chief Minister, Prem 
Singh Tamang, along 
with  Speaker Cabinet 
Ministers, MLAs, MP Lok 

Sabha, Chief Secretary, 
DGP and senior officers 
of the State Government, 
senior officers of the 
Army, other dignitaries, 
Ex-servicemen, members 
of the Civil Society, Social 
Organizations, Media per-
sonnel and local gentry. 

The programme com-
menced with the Shok 
Shastra Salami or the 
presentation of arms 
by Sikkim Armed Police 
and Sikkim Police Band 
and laying of wreath on 
the ‘Shaheed Bedika’/
Memorial of the twenty 
martyrs by the Governor 

and  Chief Minister of 
Sikkim, and dignitaries. 
A brief background of 
the solemn occasion and 
the names of the Mar-
tyrs was elucidated by 
DIG Range, Sikkim Police, 
Prawin Gurung. 

After the wreath laying 
ceremony, two minutes of 
silence was observed as 
a mark of special tribute 
to the martyrs. This was 
followed by gun salute by 
the Sikkim Armed Police 
carefully synchronized 
with the tune of the Sik-
kim Police Band.  
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Sherpa reps not invited to GOAL meeting 
upsets Sherpa Protection Board 

SUMMIT REPORT
Gangtok, 25 Jun: 

Sikkim Sherpa Protec-
tion Board [SSPB] has 

expressed its displeasure 
over no representative 
from the Sherpa commu-
nity being invited to the 
stakeholders meeting for 
Going Online As Leaders 
[GOAL] conducted by So-
cial Justice and Welfare 
Department on Wednes-
day. The organization 
has urged the State gov-
ernment to immediately 
clarify its stand on it.

A press release of 
SSPB joint secretary, 
Girmey Sherpa alleges 
arbitrary and discrimi-
natory approach of So-
cial Justice and Welfare 
Department towards the 

Sherpa community of Sik-
kim. The release alleges 
that the Department in-
tentionally chose to not 
invite the Sherpa commu-
nity to attend the stake-
holders meet conducted 
on Wednesday as no inti-
mation or invitation was 
given to organization of 
Sherpa community.

“GOAL is the flagship 
program of Facebook and 
Ministry of Tribal Affairs, 
designed to empow-
er tribal youth through 
mentorship, leadership 
training, and digital lit-
eracy skills. However, the 
very purpose of flagship 
program was defeated 
even before its imple-
mentation in Sikkim,” the 
release alleges. 

Sikkim Sherpa Pro-
tection Board has writ-
ten to the Tribal Ministry 
about the incident, the 
release mentions.

“Further, we caution 
Social Justice and Welfare 
Department and urge 
them to revisit Scheduled 
Tribe Order 1978 and 
clarify themselves about 
the various Tribal com-
munities of Sikkim. Since, 
Sherpa Tribal Commu-
nity of Sikkim were kept 
out of such crucial meet-
ing, suspicion rises as 
it could be an intended 
conspiracy to keep away 
Sherpa Community from 
availing the benefits 
under "Going Online as 
Leaders" program,” the 
release adds.

The Worsening Indo-
Nepal Relationship 

High Court 
intervention 
redresses 
Chungthang-Lachen 
connectivity woes
SUMMIT REPORT
Gangtok, 25 Jun:
Difficulties faced by peo-
ple after a bailey sus-
pension bridge on the 
Chungthang-Lachen axis 
was washed away last 
year, has been relieved 
following the interven-
tion of the High Court 
of Sikkim which led to 
the Border Roads Orga-
nization constructing 
a new 360 feet Bailey 
Suspension Bridge at 
the Prakash Setu site for 
movement of up to Class 
24 Ton vehicles.

The division bench of 
the High Court headed by 
Chief Justice Arup Kumar 
Goswami and including 
Justice Bhaskar Raj Prad-
han observed that since 
the problem has been 
solved, there was no need 
to continue with the

turn to pg 02

JIWAN RAI

India is blessed with many blessings 
but certainly some of her neighbours 

are not one of those blessings. In his 
landmark Pakistan visit, the then Indian 
PM, Atal Vehari Vajpayee had famously 
said, “We can change history but not 
geography. We can change our friends 
but not our neighbours”.  What was 
going through his mind is not vouch-
safed to us but in a sense it is safe to say 
that it was the expression of a lesson 
India has had to learn the hard way. 
The unabated tension and ever raging 
conflict in the borders with Pakistan 
and China since Independence is an 
ugly reality India has had to live with. 
Every India PM must have wished 
they could change the geography of 
the land. As untrustworthy as these 
neighbours have been, Nepal had 
been a faithful neighbour for many 
years. The easiness and closeness 
that mark the Indo-Nepal relation both 
at the civilian and diplomatic levels was 
perhaps unparalleled in modern history. 
The free civilian movement between the 

two countries along their 1,800 kilome-
tre border has long been unexampled.  

All that has changed now. Technical-
ly, it all started in May this year when 
India inaugurated a new road which 
is close to the Line of Actual Control 
(LAC). The road runs through the Lip-
ulekh Pass. The government of Nepal 
protested, claiming Lipulekh as part of 
Nepal.  It was followed by an exchange 
of words between the two countries. 
India suggested that Nepal’s protest 
was at the “behest of someone else”. 
The Nepali PM, KP Oli Sharma went so 
far as to say that the Indian virus was 
more lethal than the Chinese or Italian 
virus. He blamed “those who are com-
ing from India thorough illegal chan-
nels” for spreading the virus in Nepal.  
There is a felt need on the part of both 
countries to resolve the issue through 
talks. However, there is a difference in 
the level of urgency between the two. 
India has asked Nepal to wait until after 
the Covid-19 pandemic is over.

It is hard to know where this stale-
mate will go from here. It would better for

turn to pg 02
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LAND FOR SALE 
A land measuring an area for  50x32 1/2  at Road-
side just below housing colony is for sale. It is 
just a  one minute walking distance from Namchi 
bazaar taxi stand. Interested party may contact 
9593373387 and 9434406761

LAND FOR SALE 
An area measuring 1 acre at Sadam South Sikkim 
near Loretto Convent School at Gupti road. Price 
negotiable any one interested can contact:

78640-04501,62970-03235, 98320-48410

GENERAL LAND FOR SALE
General land 30X40 (3 Plots) available for sale 

at  Tadong 6th Mile next to Harka Maya College. 
Flat Land no cutting required. Price 27 Lakhs 

(negotiable).
Contact: 9800201335

 ~ SummitTIMES ~
CLASSIFIEDS

LAND FOR SALE
Two plots available – 30X40 sq ft and 50X30 sq ft

Junkeri Dara, Samlik Marchak
Price negotiable 

Contact : 6296366498, 
9641878315, 9593262407

FLAT FOR SALE
4BHK flat, total area 2376 sq ft

Ninety Bazaar, Near Paljor Stadium, Gangtok
Contact: 9563083895

DEAR READERS,
IF YOU ARE HAVING TROUBLE 
GETTING YOUR COPY OF 
THE SUMMIT TIMES IN YOUR 
NEIGHBOURHOOD, PLEASE 
MESSAGE OR WHATSAPP US 
YOUR NAME AND ADDRESS 
AT 9832556698 AND WE WILL 
ENSURE THAT THE NEWSPAPER 
REACHES YOU.

Meanwhile, floral tribute to the 
martyrs were also offered by repre-
sentatives of various associations 
amidst patriotic songs. Thereafter, 
the artists of the Culture Department 
presented patriotic songs. The tune of 
‘Eh Mere Watan Ke Logon’ reverber-
ated the air as members of the public 
came forward to pay their tribute to the 
brave martyrs. 

Governor Ganga Prasad in his ad-
dress paid rich tribute to the brave sol-
diers of the Indian army who lost their 
lives while fighting for the nation. He 
termed this as the highest form of sac-
rifice to the motherland. The Governor 
stated that the people of Sikkim stand 
shoulder to shoulder with the nation to 
safeguard against any external forces. 
He expressed his deepest condolences 
to the members of the families of the 
brave martyrs. 

The Governor stated that this is 
new India which has learnt to protect 
and preserve its territory. He urged the 
people of Sikkim not to pay heed to any 
rumour floating around. He reiterated 
that the country is safe in the hands of 
the brave Indian Army. The Governor 
concluded his address with a patriot-

ic poem inciting brevity and valour to 
deal with any adversity. 

Chief Minister Prem Singh Tamang 
while paying his homage to the brave 
martyrs reiterated that the purpose of 
organizing the programme is to rein-
force the message to the nation and the 
world that Sikkim and its people stand 
with our brave soldiers/martyrs who 
have made the supreme sacrifice for 
the country. The Chief Minister stated 
that the Government and the people 
of Sikkim are committed to provide all 
possible support in safeguarding the 
nation. The Chief Minister said that the 
country has always been safe under 
the constant vigil of the brave soldiers. 
While paying his rich tribute to the 
martyred soldiers, the Chief Minister 
recounted the sacrifice of all the brave 
soldiers of the Indian Army who have 
lost their lives since Independence. 

The Chief Minister stated that the 
State of Sikkim is ready to go to any ex-
tent to lend assistance to the nation. He 
announced that the State Government 
is presenting an amount of Rs. One Lakh 
each to the families of the 20 martyrs.  

On the occasion, National General 
Secretary, Bharatiya Janta Party, Ram 

Madhav joined the event through live 
webcast. He lauded the Government of 
Sikkim for organizing the befitting trib-
ute to the brave martyrs. 

Likewise, the function was joined 
through live webcast by Dr. Jiten-
dra Singh, Union Minister of State for 
DoNER, Government of India. In his 
message, the Union Minister of State 
congratulated the Governor and  Chief 
Minister for having conceptualized and 
visualized this homage ceremony. He 
said that coming from a border state 
himself, he could understand the sac-
rifice made day and night by the brave 
soldiers of the Indian Army. There is 
no compensation for what the Army 
does for the country and the people 
of the nation. We can only be eternal-
ly grateful, he said. He stated that it is 
appropriate that this function is being 
held in Sikkim, because the people of 
Sikkim are known for their patriotism. 
Whenever the country goes through 
any challenge, Sikkim has always ex-
hibited great strength and forbearance 
and inspired the rest of the nation. Dr. 
Singh offered his deepest condolences 
to the families of the martyrs. He said 
that we should all contribute our bit to-

wards the country. This he said would 
be a befitting homage to these brave 
martyrs. He concluded by saying that 
India has always stood for peace, but 
whenever threatened, it has retaliated 
with valour, sacrifice and bravery. This 
has been inherited by the coming gen-
eration. He concluded his address by 
once again complimenting the State of 
Sikkim for organizing the event. 

This was followed by the live web-
cast of message by Minister of State for 
Home, Government of India, G. Kishan 
Reddy. He congratulated the Govern-
ment of Sikkim on behalf of the Home 
Ministry, Government of India for or-
ganizing the homage programme. The 
Minister sent out a strong message that 
the country will not let the supreme 
sacrifice of the martyrs in vain. 

The programme culminated with 
the lighting of candles and mobile flash 
lights by the dignitaries and members 
of the public to pay homage to the mar-
tyrs. The entire stretch of MG Marg pre-
sented a unique spectacle symbolizing 
the collective gesture of the people of 
Sikkim. Loud cheers of ‘Bharat Mata Ki 
Jai and ‘Bande Mataram’ brought the 
day’s programme to an end.

Sikkim pays...

the respective governments to tackle the issue and 
find ways to resolve it. Some of the over-zealous Indi-
an media are not helping when they are unnecessarily 
comparing the size of the Indian army with its Nepal-
ese counterpart. To make it worse, they are bringing 
China into the picture all the time. It may generate 
some amount of patriotism amongst a section of Indi-
ans but that will hardly solve the bigger issue. 

This is one area where India must step back a lit-
tle and reassess the matter. Although the tension be-
tween India and Nepal surfaced in May after the road 
inauguration, the underlying tension far predates that 
event. There is certain amount of truth in the conjec-
ture that Nepal’s ever distancing relationship with 
India reflects her ever-increasing closeness to China. 
That Nepal’s growing affinity with China could even-
tually prove to be self-destructive is beside the point 
so far as India is concerned. China enjoying a greater 
closeness with Nepal would be the worst thing for our 
country for obvious reasons. 

What India must ponder deeply is, when did China gain 
such diplomatic mileage with Nepal? Nepal signed a land-
mark Trade and Transit Agreement with China in 2017. Un-
der the agreement, China will provide seven transit points – 
four sea ports (Tianjin (Xingang), Shenzhen, Lianyungang, 
Zhanjiang) and three land ports (Lanzhou, Lhasa, Xigatse) 
– to Nepal for trade with third countries. China exploited 
Nepal’s quest for an alternate transit when the Himalayan 
country was already nurturing a wound after the infamous 
‘blockade’ of 2015. India will say that it was not an officially de-
clared blockade as the supply was blocked by Madheshi protest-
ers within Nepal. India had imposed a blockade earlier in 1975 
and 1989 but the 2015 blockade was the most hurtful one, com-
ing as it did just a month after the historic Nepal earthquake. The 
narrative that the blockade was an economic and humani-
tarian crisis gained many takers in Nepal.

That Nepal had high expectations of the Modi gov-
ernment can be seen in the rousing welcome that the 
Indian Prime Minister received in his historic visit 
in 2014. However, the Himalayan country at present 
doesn’t seem to too happy with the Indian govern-
ment. Prime Minister Modi’s decreasing popularity in 
Nepal is worrying particularly because it seems more 
like the reflection of their affinity with India. The two 
countries with no history of military confrontation 
are now displaying open bitterness. 

Nepal has been coming up with several legislations 
which directly vent her resentment against India. India 
must sit with Nepal to resolve this issue sooner rather 
than later. That a good relationship between the two will 
immensely benefit both is not rocket science.

The Worsening...

Public Interest Litigation it had taken up based on 
a complaint letter received by it from the Pipons of 
Lachen Dzumsa.

The new bridge was completed on 28 March earli-
er this year and has been in operation since, the Court 
was informed. The older bridge had been washed 
away on 17 June last year.

High Court ...

Chamling leads SDF’s 10 
Minutes to Earth dedication

SUMMIT REPORT
Gangtok, 25 Jun: 

Sikkim Democratic 
Front observed a state-

wide plantation drive as 
part of the ‘Ten Minutes to 
Earth’ initiative at all con-
stituencies on Thursday. 

This effort was con-
ceptualised by SDF pres-
ident Pawan Chamling 
when he was Chief Min-
ister of Sikkim in 2009 
and used to be a regular 
feature of the State Gov-
ernment’s initiatives till 
SDF was in office. 

A press release issued 
by SDF general secretary 
[press & publicity], Ka-
vita Subba, informs that 
Mr Chamling planted a 
sapling at the SDF head-
quarter premises at Bye-
pass on Thursday. The 
plantation drive was also 

joined by vice-president, 
general secretaries and 
other party workers in 
the plantation drive.  

The release adds that 
the party president said 
that the Ten Minutes to 
Earth was an initiative of 

the SDF party to protect 
the environment from 
destruction and give a 
strong message to the 
country and world com-
munity to save the earth. 

He highlighted that 
this was a unique initia-

tive from Sikkim dedi-
cated to the earth and 
SDF gave importance to 
environment during its 
government and had al-
located one percent of its 
budget for environment, 
the release adds. 

The release informs 
that SDF party workers 
joined the initiative across 
the State and collectively 
planted more than 1,000 
saplings of Chaanp, Gu-
rans, Maple, Cherry and 
other tree species.

AKRS observes Ten Minutes to Earth 

Rhenock JHS students 
receive Mid-Day Meal rice

Ten Minutes to Earth 
observed in Khamdong

SUMMIT REPORT
Gangtok, 25 Jun:

Akhil Kirat Rai Sangh 
[AKRS], Jeel block 

committee, West Sikkim, 
observed 'Ten Minutes to 

Earth' programme which 
included cleanliness cum 
plantation drive in Kri-
pasalyan Udhan, Jeel, a 
press release informs.

President, AKRS, 

Bishnu Chamling, along 
with all block level execu-
tives and active members 
were present in the pro-
gramme wherein about 
70 saplings of different 
varieties were planted.

The committee also 
inaugurated its tempo-
rary office at the resi-
dence of president AKRS 
(West), Bishnu Chamling. 
Mangpa Kumar Rai of 
Nizgaon, Sangadorjee per-
formed Bhumi Puja Rituals 
as per the Rai Tradition.

SUMMIT REPORT
Gangtok, 25 Jun:

Government Junior 
High School Rhe-

nock Bazaar distributed 
Mid-Day Meal rice to its 
students in the presence 
of active SMC members, 
Sukbir Bhujel and Punam 
Doimary, today, a press 
release informs. 

Following social dis-
tancing and prevailing 
sanitation norms, the 
distribution of rice was 
carried out in phase wise 
manner. The meal re-
ceiving time for primary 

level was from 10.00am 
to 11.00am whereas 
for upper primary lev-
el was from 11.30am to 
12.30pm.

An active youth and 
well-wisher of the school, 
Bhim Rai volunteered in 
the process of rice distri-
bution. Almost 60% of the 
total number of students 
turned up to receive the 
7kg per head rice.

Sisnay based cater-
ing group that provides 
food service to the 
nearby quarantine cen-
tres, served special tea 

to the rice distributing 
committee.

Committee includ-
ed Headmaster, Sonam 
D Bhutia, MDM teacher 
in-charge, Suman Thapa, 
MDM manager, Sukbir 
Bhujel, Punam Doimary, 
Teachers, Dheren Das 
and Puspa Sewa and 
Bhim Rai.

The guardians 
thanked the school, con-
cerned authority and the 
committee for the initia-
tive that has proven not 
less than a boon during 
this lockdown.

SUMMIT REPORT
Gangtok, 25 Jun:

Ten Minutes to Earth 
program was ob-

served at Khamdong 
Singtam Constituency of 
East Sikkim today. GM 
Gurung from Rangpo 
along with the Ex-Pan-
chayats, youth of Kham-
dong, Singtam Constituen-
cy initiated the plantation 
programme at Pegulakha 
water source under Sirwani 

Gram Panchayat Unit, a 
press release informs.

In the meantime Kai-
jal and other plant spe-
cies were planted at the 
Tindharia Pegulakha 
water source which ca-
ters to the two panchayat 
wards of the GPU. Mr Gu-
rung appealed to the cit-
izens of the constituency 
to protect every water 
source of the area for fu-
ture generations.

OPD services at 
AIIMS resume 
for follow-
up patients
New Delhi, Jun 25 (PTI): 
After remaining closed 
for three months, OPD 
services at AIIMS here 
resumed on Thursday for 
follow-up patients and 
each department will ini-
tially cater to not more 
15 cases a day.

For the first time in 
its history, the All India 
Institute of Medical Sci-
ences shut down its OPD 
services, including spe-
ciality, and all new and 
follow-up registrations 
from March 24 as part 
of its effort towards re-
directing its resources 
to control the COVID-19 
outbreak.

Since then, doctors at 
the institute have been 
providing tele-consul-
tation to all follow-up 
patients in an effort to 
reduce the need for them 
to visit the facility during 
the lockdown.

Till Wednesday, 
79,926 tele-consulta-
tions were provided to 
patients, sources said.

According to a June 
23 circular, the director 
of AIIMS has approved 
the resumption of physi-
cal appointments for old/
follow up patients, "not 
to exceed 15 per day for 
any department initially 
which will be enhanced 
in a few days".

In addition, requisite 
appointments for limited 
number of new patients 
will also be given for those 
departments who wish to 
start physical OPD consul-
tation for a limited number 
of new patients, the circular 
stated. Also, patients will be 
screened for influenza-like 
illness (ILI) symptoms be-
fore they are being allowed 
to enter the OPD.

Besides, the hospi-
tal on May 2 had made it 
mandatory for patients to 
wear masks while visiting 
the Emergency or other 
patient care areas in the 
hospital and will provide 
one to anybody who does 
not have their own masks.

"It will be the prerog-
ative of the departments 
to call patients directly 
or screen them through 
tele-consultation before 
giving a physical appoint-
ment," the circular said.

No appointments will 
be given for evening spe-
cialty clinics in the first 
phase of OPD reopening.

Patients can be giv-
en appointment for OPD 
consultation directly 
by the department or 
through the computer 
facility as decided by the 
department concerned. 
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LAND FOR SALE
Riverside land [General] along Ra-
nipool-Rumtek Highway near Adam Pool, 
stretching from the roadside down till the 
river bank. Total area measuring 0.2348 
Hectares [approximately 25,274 sq ft]. 

Ideal for developing a Resort.
Parties interested in purchas-

ing the entire plot can contact 
9083826462 and 9832556698 

Brokers will not be entertained.

Class X, XII exams of CBSE, ICSE 
Boards cancelled, SC informed

35th birthday wishes for Karmapa 
Ogyen Drodul Trinley Dorje

Great Mates lends helping hand 
to Bojoghari children’s home

GRACE KEREN GURUNG 
Gangok, 25 Jun:

Great Mates, an inde-
pendent organization 

from Jorethang, spent 
a full day with children 
of Child Care Institute 
Bojoghari, today. They 
provided the children 
with basic amenities 
and food supplies that 
included sports equip-
ment, ration and other 
essential commodities. 

“When a member of 
my group who is based 
in Gangtok informed me 
about this Children’s 
home, we decided to 
support the children in 
any way we could,” said 
president of Great Mates, 
Arpan Subba. He also 
informed that the 15 
members from Jorethang 
accompanied by three 

more members from 
Gangtok felt blessed to 
help these children.

“These children are 
looking for acceptance 
and we are very happy 

that we are able to help 
them,” said vice pres-
ident of GM, Karma 

Kunsang Lama. 
The Institute is home 

to 30 children belong-
ing to the age group of 
six-sixteen years old. 
The Social Welfare de-
partment provides 
grants to the children’s 
home. 

“The grant-in-aid 
provided by the depart-
ment sometimes isn’t 
sufficient to meet all the 
needs of the kids,” said 
in charge of the Institu-
tion, Sonam Chuki Lep-
cha. She also informed 
that the locals contrib-
ute ration when there is 
a birthday celebration 
for a child. 

To show their grat-
itude, the children put 
up a dance performance 
for the brothers who 
brought them presents.

SUMMIT REPORT
Gangtok, 25 Jun:

On the occasion of XVII Gyalwang 
Karmapa Ogyen Drodul Trinley 

Dorje’s 35th birthday, his devotees 
and followers have extended their 
best wishes. A joint statement is-
sued by Rumtek Tsurphu Labrang, 
Pal Karmae Sangha Duche, Karmae 
Shri Nalanda Institute, Lay Commu-
nity of Rumtek Dharma Chakra Cen-
tre, Dhondup Tsogpa, Rumtek and 
Deche Yarphel Tsogpa, prays for the 
Karmapa’s long life and realization 
of all his aspirations.

“We offer our prayers and felicita-
tion on your 35th Birthday for your 
long life and the realization of all 
your aspirations. Sikkim and Rum-
tek Dharma Chakra Centre eagerly 
awaits your return and with each 
passing day we pray that this comes 
about soon,” the release informs.

Thanking the Centre for the as-
surances it has given on allowing the 
Karmapa to visit Sikkim in the

near future, the release expresses 
hope that he will soon be able to as-
sume his rightful seat at the Rumtek 
Dharma Chakra Centre.

New Delhi, Jun 25 
(PTI): The remaining 
CBSE and ICSE Board 
examinations for class-
es X and XII, scheduled 
to be held in July, have 
been cancelled due to the 
COVID-19 pandemic, the 
Supreme Court was in-
formed on Thursday.

The examinees of 
class XII students of 
CBSE Board will however 
have the option of either 
taking the exams later 
or to move ahead with 
the assessment based on 
their performance in the 
last three internal exams. 
The re-exam option will 
not be available to class X 
students.

The option of re-ex-
amination would not 
be available to the ICSE 
Board students -- neither 
class XII, nor class X.

A bench headed by 
Justice A M Khanwilkar 
took note of submis-
sions of Solicitor General 
Tushar Mehta, appearing 
for the Centre and the 

CBSE, that Class X and 
XII board examinations 
scheduled from July 1-15 
have been cancelled.

He said a scheme has 
been formulated to give 
options to students of XII 
only -- for re-examina-
tion or assessment based 
on past performance.

The CBSE said the 
re-exam would be con-
ducted when the situa-
tion becomes conducive 
and the option to take up 
the re-exam would not 
be available to class X ex-
aminees. The results may 
be declared in mid-Au-
gust, the CBSE said on 
being asked by the court 
to clarify as to when the 
academic year will begin 
after the declaration of 
results.

The Indian Certificate 
of Secondary Education 
(ICSE) however told the 
bench, which also com-
prised Justices Dinesh 
Maheshwari and Sanjiv 
Khanna, that it will not 
be giving re-examina-

tion option to students 
of Class X and XII and 
the results would be de-
clared on the basis of 
past performances.

The top court asked 
the Central Board of Sec-
ondary Education (CBSE) 
and the Centre to issue a 
fresh notification on class 
XII exams dealing with is-
sues including the option 
of re-examination and 
internal assessment, date 
of results and status of 
re-examination keeping in 
mind the COVID-19 situa-
tion in different states.

You have said that 
you will conduct exams 
when the situation is 
conducive. But the sit-
uation may be different 
from state to state... 
Will the decision be 
taken by a central au-
thority or will the state 
take the decision. How 
are you going to deal 
with that situation, the 
bench said while asking 
CBSE to come up with the 
fresh notification.  

China reaches out to India; Says meet us halfway
MANASH PRATIM 
BHUYAN
New Delhi, June 25 
(PTI): Reaching out to 
New Delhi after raising 
tensions in eastern Lada-
kh to a fever pitch, China 
on Thursday said it was 
ready to work with In-
dia to properly deal with 
the military standoff, and 
asked it to meet the half-
way, asserting that "sus-
picion and friction" was 
a wrong path that goes 
against the fundamental 
aspirations of people of 
the two countries.

In an interview to 
PTI, Chinese Ambassa-
dor Sun Weidong said 
India and China are able 
to properly manage their 
differences, but at the 
same time put the onus 
on New Delhi to ease the 
tension, and called upon 
it to avoid taking actions 
that may "complicate" 
the situation in eastern 
Ladakh.

"We hope the Indian 
side meets the Chinese 
side halfway, avoids 
taking actions that may 
complicate the border 
situation and takes con-
crete actions to maintain 
stability in the border 
areas," he said and went 
on to add that at present, 
the overall situation in 
the China-India border 
areas is "stable and con-
trollable."

The Indian and Chi-
nese armies are locked in 
a bitter standoff in mul-
tiple locations in eastern 
Ladakh for the last six 
weeks, and the tension 
escalated manifold af-
ter 20 Indian soldiers 
were killed in a violent 
clash in Galwan Valley 
on June 15.

The Chinese ambas-
sador said "mutual re-
spect and support" is a 
sure way and meets the 
long-term interests of 
both countries, but as-
serted that the onus was 
not on China to ease ten-
sions in the region.

"China and India are 
both large developing 
countries and emerging 
economies with more 
than one billion peo-
ple, and both have the 
historic mission of re-
alising our own devel-
opment and revitalisa-
tion," he said.

"The onus is not on 
China. The Indian side 
crossed the LAC (Line of 
Actual Control) for prov-
ocation and attacked the 
Chinese border troops. 
The Indian forces se-
riously violated agree-
ments on border issues 

between the two coun-
tries," he said.

In the course of the 
interview, Sun repeated 
the Chinese government's 
stand -- which has been 
rejected by India -- that 
Indian troops are respon-
sible for the Galwan Valley 
clashes, and indicated that 
the onus was on India to 
improve the situation in 
eastern Ladakh.

At a weekly media 
briefing, External Affairs 
Ministry Spokesperson 
Anurag Srivastava held 
China directly responsi-
ble for the border stand-
off saying it has been has 
been amassing a large 
contingent of troops and 
armaments along the 
LAC since early May and 
conduct of the Chinese 
forces has been in com-
plete disregard of all mu-
tually agreed norms.

Srivastava also said 
the deployment of large 
body of troops and 
changes in behavior has 
also been aggravated by 
"unjustified and unten-
able claims" including 
over the Galwan Valley.

Emphasising that the 
path of "suspicion and 
friction" was wrong and 
goes against the funda-
mental aspiration of the 
two peoples, the ambas-
sador said,"China and 
India are willing and able 
to properly manage dif-
ferences."

In the last few weeks, 
both sides have held a 
series of diplomatic and 
military talks to cool 
down temperature even 
as Chinese military has 
increased its presence in 
all sensitive areas along 
the 3,500 km Line of Ac-
tual Control (LAC), the 
de-facto border.

Under the guidance 
of the important consen-
sus reached by the lead-
ers of the two countries, 
"we are ready to work 
with the Indian side to 
properly deal with the 
current situation, jointly 
uphold peace and stabil-
ity in the border areas, 

and ensure a sound and 
steady development of 
bilateral relations."

In their informal 
summit in Chinese city 
of Wuhan in 2018, Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi 
and Chinese President 
Xi Jinping underscored 
the importance of main-
taining peace and tran-
quillity in all areas of the 
India-China border re-
gion in the interest of the 
development of bilateral 
relations.

The summit had tak-
en place months after a 
73-day military face-off 
between the two armies 
in Doklam that raised 
fears of a war between 
the two Asian giants.

After the killing of 20 
Indian soldiers in Gal-
wan clashes, India called 
it "a premeditated and 
planned action by China" 
and sent a veiled warn-
ing to China saying "India 
wants peace but if pro-
voked, India is capable of 
giving a befitting reply".

Referring to talks be-
tween foreign ministers 
of the two countries on 
June 17, the envoy said 
both sides agreed to 
"fairly address" the seri-
ous situation caused by 
the Galwan conflict and 
vowed to jointly follow 
the consensus reached 
at the commander-lev-
el meeting on June 6 
to ease the situation as 
soon as possible.

Sun said China would 
not like to see a similar 
situation like the Galwan 
clashes, but repeated Chi-
nese foreign ministry's 
allegations that India was 
responsible for it.

The Ambassador said 
the two sides kept peace 
for decades in Galwan 
Valley, but alleged that 
since the beginning of 
2020, the Indian side has 
built facilities at or the 
crossing of the LAC in 
the Galwan Valley, there-
by "constantly chang-
ing the status quo of 
ground control. On May 
6, he claimed the Indian 

troops crossed the LAC 
in the Galwan Valley by 
night and trespassed into 
Chinese territory.

"They resorted to 
violent means to create 
a standoff between the 
two sides and built infra-
structures in an attempt 
to maintain a permanent 
presence," he alleged.

In his briefing, Srivas-
tava said Indian troops 
have been patrolling the 
Galwan Valley for a long 
time and all infrastruc-
ture built by the Indian 
side has always been on 
its side of the LAC.

Sun said Chinese side 
lodged representations 
on multiple occasions to 
the Indian side through 
military and diplomatic 
channels following the 
incident and that India 
agreed to withdraw its 
personnel from the area.

The two sides held 
Lt General-level talks on 
June 6 during which they 
agreed on disengage-
ment of troops from all 
the standoff areas.

The ambassador said 
the Indian side prom-
ised in the talks that they 
would not cross the es-
tuary of the Galwan river 
to patrol and build facili-
ties, adding the two sides 
agreed to build observa-
tion posts on either side of 
the Galwan river mouth.

"However, after the 
commander-level meet-
ing, when the situation on 
the ground was already 
easing, the Indian border 
troops copped out on the 
consensus reached at the 
commander-level meet-
ing, demanded that Chi-
na dismantle its observa-
tion post," he alleged.

India has been con-
sistently maintaining 
that Galwan Valley clash-
es had taken place on the 
Indian side of the LAC.

The envoy also said 
actions taken by the 
Indian side are not in 
consonance with the 
spirit of several agree-
ments signed by the 
two countries.

Rains affect 
Baghjan 
blowout control 
operations
Guwahati, Jun 25 (PTI): 
Operations to control the 
blowout and fire in Oil 
India Limited's (OIL) nat-
ural gas well in Tinsukia 
district of Assam have hit 
a hurdle with incessant 
rains causing floods and 
damaging a bridge near 
the site, the petroleum 
major said on Thursday.

The connecting roads 
to the Baghjan well, 
which has been spew-
ing gas uncontrollably 
for nearly 30 days, have 
been submerged in flood 
waters.

Currently, there is 
only one connecting 
road, Plastic Park Road, 
which is narrow at plac-
es, resulting in challenges 
in movement of men and 
material, according to an 
OIL statement.

A bridge between 
Doomdooma and Bagh-
jan road was also dam-
aged due to heavy rains 
since the last three days, 
it said.

"The developments 
are severely affecting 
the progress and plan-
ning of work for capping 
the Well Number 5," the 
statement said.

On OIL authorities' 
request, Army personnel 
will assess the condition 
of the bridge to plan their 
next course of action, it 
said.

Regarding prepara-
tion for capping the well, 
the OIL said its team held 
a meeting with Singa-
pore-based M/s Alert, 
ONGC and the Crisis Man-
agement Team (CMT) 
team to chalk out a plan 
in the wake of the floods.

Personnel of the Sin-
gapore-based firm has 
visited the well site to 
assess debris clearing 
work in the post flood 
situation.

Civil work is in prog-
ress in spite of inclem-
ent weather and soft soil 
condition, the statement 
said.

Meanwhile, the im-
pact on oil and gas pro-
duction due to protests 
led to production loss of 
88 MT of crude oil and 
0.15 MMSCM of natu-
ral gas as reported on 
Wednesday, the PSU said.

Operations were dis-
rupted in 14 oil wells and 
one gas well and cumulative 
production loss since May 
27 last due to blockades is 
8482 MT of crude oil and 
10.85 MMSCM of natural 
gas, the OIL added. 
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WRITE US: 
Readers are invited to comment on, criticise, run 
down, even appreciate if they like something in 
this paper. Letters carrying abusive/ indecorous 
language and personal attacks, except when 
against people responsible in this newspaper 
(who are fair game), will have to be ignored. 
Letters which carry forward a conversation or 
initiate a dialogue will command immediate 
attention and receive prominence.  Mail us at: 
news@summittimes.com

Drug Related
The battle cannot be won top-down, 

wider collaborations required

Drug busts form a staple of the diet of newspaper 
consumers in Sikkim. A substantial drug haul on a 

chance routine inspection at the check-posts is a rou-
tine occurrence. 

Prescription drugs continue to be the preferred 
substances of abuse even though more hardcore 
“drugs” are also obviously being peddled. The former 
is in much higher circulation and continues to remain 
the more pressing concern for Sikkim due to its easy 
availability and deep percolation among the youth. In 
fact, because the peddling of these prescription drugs 
was not covered under the then laws against “drugs”, 
like the Narcotic Drugs and Psychotropic Substance 
Act, the Sikkim Government framed the Sikkim An-
ti-Drugs Act in the year 2006. 

SADA was envisioned as a law to strengthen the 
hands of the law enforcement agencies in their effort 
to curtail the supply and peddling of these substanc-
es. Until SADA came about, a peddler could not even 
be kept locked up overnight since the pre-SADA laws, 
even on conviction, delivered only a minor fine as 
punishment… not even a slap on the wrists. All that 
the confiscation of big hauls at the check-posts suc-
ceeded in achieving was pushing up the street price of 
the prescription drugs of abuse because the peddlers 
would try to make up for profits lost to seized con-
signments. When SADA arrived, peddlers faced a jail-
term and stiff punishments. In its original form, SADA 
tried to make a clear differentiation between peddlers 
and addicts and also took on a social responsibility by 
working in rehabilitation of addicts into sections of 
the law. In the ten years that SADA has been around, 
however, more people than anyone could have imag-
ined to be peddlers have been convicted and it will not 
come as a surprise if some addicts have also become 
history-sheeters as peddlers. 

The nature of addiction, however, is such that there 
is a very fine line dividing peddlers from addicts and 
it is not rare for the latter to sometimes crossover to 
the peddling business to finance their addictions. The 
original draft of SADA appeared to understand these 
nuances. Unfortunately, in the past slightly over a de-
cade, it has become only a policing tool and has lost all 
its more humane aspects. It would however be wrong 
to blame the police for this Frankenstein. Like the 
State’s drug problem, even SADA becoming so much 
lesser than what it had potential for, is because the so-
ciety continues to fail its young. It is worrying that the 
only agency involved in the battle against drugs is the 
Police. Cops are responsible for law & order and in-
variably treat the people who come to them or whom 
they chase down, as victims or criminals. Substance 
abuse, unfortunately, is not as black & white as the 
police is trained to see cases. It is for the grey areas 
to be addressed with empathy and long-term impact 
that one needs the society at large to step up. Social 
organizations need to have a more involved presence 
in the efforts against addiction. One should read more 
about counseling and awareness sessions than drug-
busts and arrests. 

No, the cops should not stop what they are doing, 
but that cannot be the only thing Sikkim is doing to 
address the problem of substance abuse. Addiction 
cannot be solved by locking up all the peddlers and 
addicts. Sikkim should have understood that by now 
because ten years since a specialist law was brought 
in to address a Sikkim-specific drug problems, there 
has not been any dip in either addiction levels or ped-
dling or the cost that addiction extracts from families, 
homes and the State.

And all this failure because the social engagement, 
the wider collaborations and the community feeling 
required to build more resolute defences against sub-
stances of abuse have not be created. And again, the 
only effort towards course correction is coming from 
the State Government again, as was announced by 
the Chief Minister recently when he shared that the 
government will be looking out with more empathy 
towards addicts. This announcement is welcome, but 
what is still missing is the people’s  engagement… 

Nepal is caught in the middle of 
India-China border tensions

Hajj cancellation due to coronavirus is not the first 
time plague has disrupted this Muslim pilgrimage

PROMOD TANDAN
theconversation.com

A tense military standoff between China and India 
over a disputed border area in the Himalayas has 

put much of the region on edge. Not least in Nepal, 
which has its own ongoing land dispute with India 
and where concern is mounting that the India-China 
power play could damage its territorial integrity.

On June 15, after weeks of escalating tensions, 
violent clashes broke out between Indian and Chi-
nese soldiers along the border in the Galwan Valley 
of the Ladakh region, claimed by both India and 
China. Dozens of Indian soldiers were reportedly 
killed. India and China have been steadily increas-
ing the number of their troops on either side of the 
line of actual control, which has separated Chinese 
Tibet from Indian Ladakh since the 1962 Sino-In-
dian war.

Since that same conflict, India has systemat-
ically stationed military troops in the Kalapani 
area further to the west where the borders of Ne-
pal, China and India meet. But Nepal argues that 
the Kalapani region lies within its territory. Amid 
the latest tensions between India and China, Nepal 
is furious that its own border dispute with India 
could be sidelined.

ROUTE THROUGH THE MOUNTAINS
The 335 sq km area between the areas of Limpi-

yadhura and Kalapani and the Lipulekh pass – col-
lectively referred as Kalapani region – holds strate-
gic significance because of its geography. The Lip-
ulekh pass – which Nepal claims as part of its own 
territory – is the shortest land route from India to 
China and already an important trade route. 

To consolidate its claim over the Kalapani re-
gion, in November 2019 the Indian government 
unilaterally published a new map that included the 
region within Indian territory.

This was followed in May by the inauguration 

of a new 75km road linking Dharchula in India via 
the Lipulekh pass to the Kailash-Mansarover area in 
the Tibetan plateau in China. The road also joins the 
Mansarover lake to the base of Mount Kailash, an im-
portant site for both Hindu and Buddhist pilgrims.

There were widespread public protests in Ne-
pal at India’s actions. In retaliation, Nepal unveiled 
its own new map in late May which included the Ka-
lapani region as part of Nepal which was approved by 
Nepal’s parliament and the president in late June. Ne-
pal’s prime minister, Khadga Prasad Sharma Oli, said 
he was not bothered if the map angered anyone and 
that “we will reclaim that land at any cost”.

SOURCE OF THE MAHAKALI RIVER
Nepal’s claim to the region and the Lipulekh 

pass stems from the 1816 Treaty of Sugauli it en-
tered with the British colonial rulers that defined 
its western border with India at the end of a two-
year long war.

After Partition of the Asian subcontinent in 
1947, both India and Nepal subsequently accepted 
the Mahakali river as the defining boundary of the 
west of Nepal. However, the issue has been compli-
cated by disputed historical maps relating to the or-
igin of the Mahakali river. From 1816 until 1857, all 
maps produced by British cartographers suggested 
that the origin of the river lay in the Limpiyadhura 
area. This infers that the land to the west of the riv-
er – including the Kalapani area and Liulekh pass – 
belong to Nepal, and so supports Nepal’s claim over 
the region.

After 1857, apparently realising the strategic 
significance of the Kalapani region, British officials 
started to publish maps which referred to Lipulekh 
pass as the origin of the Mahakali river – then called 
the Kali river – which supported India’s claim over 
the Kalapani region.

My own ongoing PhD research is looking at how 
this issue about the origin of the river is central to 
the land dispute – and also to Nepal’s role in the 

Indo-China trade through the Lipulekh pass.
INDIA-CHINA TRADE
Since the early 1950s, India and China have en-

tered into a series of agreements which mention 
Lipulekh pass as a potential trade route between 
the two countries. Most recently, a Sino-Indian 
trade pact in 2015 mentioned the Lipulekh pass as 
the tri-junction between Nepal, India and China – 
without consulting Nepal. Nepal maintains that the 
Limpiyadhura area is the tri-junction – and so as-
serts that Lipulekh pass is the part of Nepal.

There is still no formal agreement between the 
three countries on where the border between them 
actually lies. Nepal is therefore furious that efforts 
to establish a trade route between India and China 
could overshadow its own territorial integrity.

To Nepal, China’s trade agreements with India, 
and use of the Lipulekh pass, act as an informal dec-
laration that the pass is the origin of Mahakali river. 
Because of this, what has been a historic bilateral 
issue between Nepal and India over the Kalapani 
region has been transformed into a trilateral one. 

As a small but independent and sovereign coun-
try, Nepal has few options to resist the territorial 
ambitions of India and China. It must tread careful-
ly and deploy all its political and diplomatic capital 
to start a dialogue with both Asian superpowers to 
reach a comprehensive and amicable agreement. 
One way forward might be to form an independent 
committee of inquiry – acceptable to both India 
and Nepal – made up of international experts in hy-
drology, geography, cartography and politics.

Sandwiched between India and China, Nepal 
cannot risk alienating either of them at this stage. 
But amid the cloud of uncertainty and fear, the 
harsh geopolitical reality is that Nepal risks losing 
its bargaining power and getting caught in the mid-
dle of the China-India rivalry.

[the writer is PhD Candidate, Centre for the 
Study of Democracy, University of Westminster]

KEN CHITWOOD
theconversation.com

Saudi Arabia has effectively can-
celed the hajj for most of the 

world’s Muslims, saying the obligato-
ry pilgrimage to Mecca will be “very 
limited” this year due to the corona-
virus. Only pilgrims residing in Saudi 
Arabia may attend the event, which 
begins in late July.

Earlier this year, Saudi authorities 
had indicated that this decision might 
be coming and had also halted travel 
to holy sites as part of the umrah, the 
“lesser pilgrimage” that takes place 
throughout the year.

A dramatically scaled down hajj 
will be a massive economic hit for 
the country and many businesses 
globally, such as the hajj travel in-
dustry. Millions of Muslims visit the 
Saudi kingdom each year, and the 
pilgrimage has not been canceled 
since the founding of the Saudi 
Kingdom in 1932.

But as a scholar of global Islam, I 
have encountered many instances in 
the more than 1,400-year history of 
the pilgrimage when its planning had 
to be altered due to armed conflicts, 
disease or just plain politics. Here are 
just a few.

ARMED CONFLICTS
One of the earliest significant 

interruptions of the hajj took place 
in A.D. 930, when a sect of Ismai-
lis, a minority Shiite community, 
known as the Qarmatians raided 
Mecca because they believed the 

hajj to be a pagan ritual.
The Qarmatians were said to have 

killed scores of pilgrims and abscond-
ed with the black stone of the Kaaba 
– which Muslims believed was sent 
down from heaven. They took the 
stone to their stronghold in mod-
ern-day Bahrain.

Hajj was suspended until the Ab-
basids, a dynasty that ruled over a 
vast empire stretching across North 
Africa, the Middle East to modern-day 
India from A.D. 750-1258, paid a ran-
som for its return over 20 years later

POLITICAL DISPUTES
Political disagreements and con-

flict have often meant that pilgrims 
from certain places were kept from 
performing hajj because of lack of 
protection along overland routes into 
the Hijaz, the region in the west of 
Saudi Arabia where both Mecca and 
Medina are located.

In A.D. 983, the rulers of Baghdad 
and Egypt were at war. The Fatimid 
rulers of Egypt claimed to be the 
true leaders of Islam and opposed 
the rule of the Abbasid dynasty in 
Iraq and Syria.

Their political tug-of-war kept 
various pilgrims from Mecca and Me-
dina for eight years, until A.D. 991.

Then, during the fall of the Fatim-
ids in A.D. 1168, Egyptians could not 
enter the Hijaz. It is also said that no 
one from Baghdad performed hajj for 
years after the city fell to Mongol in-
vasion in A.D. 1258.

Many years later, Napoleon’s mil-
itary incursions aimed at checking 

British colonial influence in the re-
gion prevented many pilgrims from 
hajj between A.D. 1798 and 1801.

DISEASES AND HAJJ
Much like the present, diseases and 

other natural calamities have also come 
in the way of the pilgrimage.

There are reports that the first 
time an epidemic of any kind 
caused hajj to be canceled was an 
outbreak of plague in A.D. 967. 
And drought and famine caused 
the Fatimid ruler to cancel over-
land hajj routes in A.D. 1048.

Cholera outbreaks in multiple 
years throughout the 19th century 
claimed thousands of pilgrims’ lives 
during the hajj. One cholera outbreak 
in the holy cities of Mecca and Medi-
na in 1858 forced thousands of Egyp-
tians to flee to Egypt’s Red Sea border, 
where they were quarantined before 
being allowed back in.

Indeed, for much of the 19th cen-
tury and the beginning of the 20th 
century, cholera remained a “peren-
nial threat” and caused frequent dis-
ruption to the annual hajj.

An outbreak of cholera in India in 
1831 claimed thousands of pilgrims’ 
lives on their way to perform hajj.

In fact, with many outbreaks in 
quick succession, the hajj was fre-
quently interrupted throughout the 
mid-19th century.

RECENT YEARS
In more recent years, too, the pil-

grimage has been disrupted for many 
similar reasons.

In 2012 and 2013 Saudi authori-

ties encouraged the ill and the elderly 
not to undertake the pilgrimage amid 
concerns over Middle East Respirato-
ry Syndrome, or MERS.

Contemporary geopolitics and hu-
man rights issues have also played a 
role in who was able to perform the 
pilgrimage.

In 2017, the 1.8 million Muslim 
citizens of Qatar were not able to per-
form the hajj following the decision 
by Saudi Arabia and three other Arab 
nations to sever diplomatic ties with 
the country over differences of opin-
ion on various geopolitical issues.

The same year, some Shiite gov-
ernments such as Iran leveled charges 
alleging that Shiites were not allowed 
to perform the pilgrimage by Sunni 
Saudi authorities.

In other cases, faithful Muslims 
have called for boycotts, citing Saudi 
Arabia’s human rights record. 

While the decision to cancel the 
hajj will surely disappoint Muslims 
looking to perform the pilgrimage, 
many among them have been sharing 
online a relevant hadith – a tradition 
reporting the sayings and practice of 
the prophet Muhammad – that pro-
vides guidance about traveling during 
a time of an epidemic: “If you hear of 
an outbreak of plague in a land, do 
not enter it; but if the plague breaks 
out in a place while you are in it, do 
not leave that place.”

[the writer is Lecturer, Concordia 
College New York | Journalist-fellow, 

USC Center for Religion and Civic 
Culture, Concordia College New York]
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Baghjan gas well mishap 
threat to tea industry: TAI

Guwahati, Jun 24 (PTI): 
The Tea Association of 
India on Wednesday 
urged the Assam govern-
ment to take cognizance 
of the "threat" to the tea 
industry due to the gas 
blowout and subsequent 

fire at the Baghjan well of 
Oil India Ltd.

"Tea and oil have tra-
ditionally being the main 
economic backbones of 
Assam and have co-ex-
isted since the early 19th 
century, but the recent 

mishap has brought to 
fore the apprehension in 
tea estates where there 
are oil wells within its 
precincts," TAI secretary 
general P K Bhattachar-
jee said in a release.

The tea gardens and 

the oil fields, particular-
ly in Upper Assam, have 
grown parallely and a 
significant portion of 
garden lands have been 
acquired by the state 
government to facilitate 
exploration and digging 

of oil fields, he said.
"This (the Baghjan in-

cident) has had a serious 
environmental repercus-
sions on the soil and en-
vironment in and around 
the tea estates, but the 
most important aspect 
is that the workforce con-
tinues to remain perpetu-
ally apprehensive of their 
livelihood, should there 
be a recurrence of such at 
any point of time in the fu-
ture," Bhattacharjee said.

TAI, therefore, urges 
the state government to 
adopt a long-term mecha-
nism to lessen the impact 
of such eventualities in the 
near future, he said. "We 
urged the Assam govern-
ment to take cognizance 
of such threat as has arisen 
out of Baghjan incident and 
put in place a protocol that 
could address such eventu-
alities with least degree of 
collateral damage," Bhat-
tacharjee added.

88 new COVID-19 cases in 
Assam, tally climbs to 6,370

Guwahati, June 25 (PTI): 
Assam reported 88 new 
COVID-19 cases, pushing 
the tally to 6,370 in the 
state, Health Minister Hi-
manta Biswa Sarma said 
on Thursday.

There are 2,400 active 
cases in the state, while 
3,958 patients have been 
discharged from hospi-
tals after recovering from 
the disease, he said.

Nine persons have 
died due to COVID-19 
so far and three patients 
migrated out of the state, 
the minister said.

"Alert ~ 88 more 
#COVID19+ cases de-
tected on June 24. 23 
K'rup(M), 20 S'pur, 
10 T'sukia, 8 Baksa, 7 
K'ganj, 5 D'garh, 4 Dhu-
bri, 3 K'jhar, 3 K'rup(R), 
2 B'nath, 2 N'bari, 1 Dhe-
maji. Total cases 6370, 
Recovered 3958, Active 
cases 2400 Deaths 09. 
Total cases on June 24 - 
314", Sarma tweeted.

Among the 88 new 
cases, 23 are from Kam-
rup, 20 Sonitpur, 10 
from Tinsukia, eight 
from Baksa, seven from 
Karimganj, five from 
Dibrugarh, four from 
Dhubri, three each from 
Kokrajhar and Kamrup 

(Rural), two each from 
Bishwanath and Nalbari 
and one from Dhemaji, 
he said.

Meanwhile, 196 
more patients were dis-
charged from hospitals 
on Wednesday night af-
ter testing negative for 
COVID-19, taking the to-
tal number of discharged 
persons to 3,958, the 
minister said. The recov-
ery rate remains at 63 
per cent, he added.

A total of 3,36,091 
samples have been test-
ed for coronavirus in the 
state so far, Sarma said.

"It is this policy of 
aggressive testing and 
tracing that has kept us 
in control of things and 
I must express my grati-
tude to all for the spirited 
support. Determined to 
defeat Corona", the min-
ister tweeted.

Among the positive 
patients is an undertri-
al prisoner from Dhubri 
Jail who was booked in 
connection with a road 
accident in which a wom-
an succumbed to injuries 
recently at a hospital, an 
official said.

The prisoner, too, 
was injured and taken to 
Fakhruddin Ali Ahmed 

Medical College and Hos-
pital (FAAMCH) where 
his swab samples were 
taken and the report 
came out as positive.

This is the second 
case of an undertrial test-
ing positive for the virus 
in the state with the first 
being a prisoner of Gu-
wahati Central Jail.

To flatten the curve of 
COVID-19 in Guwahati, 
the minister said COVID 
counselling centres in 
each and every ward of 
Guwahati Municipal Cor-
poration have been acti-
vated and urged people 
to come forward for vol-
untary testing.

"We have activated 
all 31 Covid Counselling 
Centres in each and every 
ward of Guwahati Munic-
ipal Corporation. I urge 
citizen of Guwahati to use 
these facilities and come 
forward for voluntary 
testing for #Covid_19", 
Sarma tweeted.

The Assam govern-
ment on Tuesday had 
imposed a 14-day total 
lockdown in 11 munici-
pal ward areas of Guwa-
hati to control the spread 
of coronavirus infection 
among people of certain 
parts of the city. 

Guardians protest in Kolkata, 
demand school fee waiver

18 new COVID-19 cases in Jharkhand, 1 more death
Ranchi, Jun 24 (PTI): 
Eighteen more peo-
ple tested positive 
for COVID-19 in 
Jharkhand on Wednes-
day, while a person 
died due to corona-
virus infections, the 
state government said 
in its bulletin.

The number of peo-
ple who have been found 
to be infected rose to 
2,219 with the detection 
of the fresh cases, it said.

So far, twelve people 
who tested positive for 
COVID-19 have died in 

the state, it added.
There are 632 active 

cases in the state at pres-
ent, it said.

In all, 55 people re-
covered from the infec-
tion during the day, tak-
ing the total to 1,575.

Man killed for feeding street dogs in Delhi

Manipur's COVID-19 
count rises to 970 
with 49 new cases

Imphal, Jun 24 (PTI): Manipur's COVID-19 tal-
ly mounted to 970 with 49 more people test-
ing positive for coronavirus, an official said on 
Wednesday.

"All the fresh cases are returnees from other 
states quarantined at different centres," the offi-
cial of COVID-19 Common Control Room said.

Meanwhile, 70 patients were discharged on 
Wednesday after they recovered from the dis-
ease, taking the total number of those cured to 
328, he said.

The recovery rate is 33.81 per cent in Mani-
pur, the official said.

The state now has 642 active COVID-19 cases.

8 fresh COVID-19 cases in 
Nagaland, count rises to 355

Kohima, Jun 25 (PTI): Eight more people have 
tested positive for COVID-19 in Nagaland, taking 
the states tally to 355 on Thursday, Health minis-
ter S Pangnyu Phom said.

Of the 355 cases, 195 are active while 160 
people have recovered, the minister said.

Nineteen Army personnel stationed at the 
Jakhama Cantonment have so far contracted the 
virus in the state.

"Eight new cases of COVID-19 positive have 
been reported out of 315 samples tested," the 
minister tweeted.

The fresh cases are from quarantine centres in 
Kohima and Dimapur districts.

Dimapur district has reported the highest 
number of cases at 159, followed by Pheren (85), 
Kohima (76), Mon (23), Tuensang (8), Zunheboto 
(3), and Phek (1).

Principal Director of Health and Family Wel-
fare Dr Vizolie Z Suokhrie told reporters that 
five of the 355 confirmed cases in the state are 
COVID-19 frontline workers, including a re-
ceptionist of Naga Hospital Authority Kohima 
(NHAK), and four bus drivers who ferried return-
ees to Dimapur and Kohima districts.

Contact tracing exercise of all those who had 
come in close contact with the five health work-
ers and Army personnel has been completed and 
their samples are being collected for COVID-19 
test, the official said.

A police frontline worker at a quarantine 
centre in Mon district has also tested positive 
for COVID-19 through TrueNat testing. How-
ever, his swab sample has been sent for lab 
testing and the result is awaited, Dr Suokhrie 
said.

When asked whether the frontline work-
ers were not using PPEs as they had contract-
ed the virus while on duty, the official said, 
the department is making a detailed inquiry.

On the quick recovery rate of COVID-19 
positive patients in the state which currently 
stands at 45 per cent, he said, 90 per cent of the 
infected persons are in the age group of 20-40 
years and all of them are asymptomatic.

Their recovery rate is faster as they do not 
have comorbidities, Dr Suokhrie said.

On the steps for containing local and commu-
nity transmission of COVID-19, Dr Suokhrie said, 
"We are working on minute details and starting 
micro planning, strengthening our surveillance 
mechanism so that no one is left out during con-
tact tracing."

State Nodal Officer for Integrated Disease 
Surveillance Programme Dr Nyan Kikon said, the 
state is in the local transmission phase till now.

New Delhi, Jun 24 
(PTI): A man who used 
to feed stray dogs near 
his house was stabbed 
to death after they bit 
his neighbour in Central 
Delhi's Paharganj, police 
said on Wednesday.

Brij Mohan, 57, loved 
dogs and would regu-
larly feed them. On Sun-
day night, his neighbour 
Prahlad (21) picked up 
a fight with him when 
the dogs charged at him, 
they said.

The two indulged in 
an heated argument and 
used abusive language. 
Prahlad told Mohan that 

his acts could lead to dog 
attack incidents in the 
area, the police said.

Later, Prahlad re-
turned from his house 
with a knife and allegedly 
stabbed Mohan to death, 
police said. Mohan was 
rushed to a nearby hospi-
tal where he died during 
the course of treatment, 
the police official said.

A case was registered 
and an investigation was 
initiated to nab Prahlad 
who had fled after the in-
cident, said Sanjay Bha-
tia, Deputy Commission-
er of Police (Central).

"After we received in-

formation that Prahlad 
was hiding somewhere 
near Sabzi Mandi Krish-
na Market area of Pa-
harganj and was roaming 
in the street by covering 
his face with the mask, 
we apprehended him 
from the area," he said.

The accused was ar-
rested on Wednesday 
and the weapon of of-
fence was also recovered, 
he added.

The accused Prahlad 
works as a DJ in func-
tions. He has one brother 
and two sisters, while his 
father works as a 'hal-
wai', the police said.

Kolkata, Jun 25 (PTI): 
Parents of students of 
different private schools 
in Kolkata have staged a 
demonstration, demand-
ing 50 per cent waiver of 
tuition fees.

Around 100 parents, 
under the banner of the 
United Guardians' As-
sociation, staged the 
demonstration at College 
Square on Wednesday.

They also reached out 
to the Chief Minister's 
Office, demanding her 
intervention on the issue 
if the private schools do 
not heed to their pleas.

"We demand that 
the school authorities 
take only the tuition fees 
from guardians this year 
and waive other charges 
such as transport, devel-
opment and electricity," 
said Supriyo Bhattacha-
rya, the convenor of the 
association.

"We also demand 
that the schools should 
charge only 50 per cent 
of the tuition fee and the 
schools that have taken 
the full amount already 
should return the half of 
it," he said.

Bhattacharya said 
if the demands are not 
met, the guardians will 
start a bigger move-

ment."Guardians are not 
in a position to pay full 
fees due to the economic 
hardships caused by the 
lockdown," he said.

Many guardians also 
staged protests in front 
of a private school in the 
Ranikuthi area in south 
Kolkata.

D e m o n s t r a t i o n s 
also took place outside 
a school in the Chandni 
Chowk area in central 
Kolkata.

Besides, some par-
ents also protested 
against fee hike at a school 
in Durgapur in Paschim 
Bardhaman district.

There has been a se-
ries of protests in the 
past one month against 
hike in school fees in dif-
ferent parts of the city, 
and the state.

Chief Minister Ma-
mata Banerjee has asked 
private schools not to 
hike fees, considering 
the difficulties faced by 
guardians in the pres-
ent situation. Education 
Minister Partha Chatter-
jee also warned of strict 
action if any school went 
ahead with the decision 
to hike fees.

BJP state president 
Dilip Ghosh said the 
government should in-

tervene and resolve the 
issue. "The guardians 
have been forced to hit 
the roads as they have 
been pushed to the wall," 
he said. When contacted, 
several private schools 
said it was not possible 
to provide any such waiv-
er in fees.

"We were conducting 
online classes through-
out this lockdown. Our 
teachers are working 
from home through lap-
tops provided by the 
school. How can we re-
duce the tuition fees? We 
didn't hike it this year but 
it is not possible to lessen 
the fees by half," said the 
principal of a south Kolk-
ata boys' school.

The principal of 
a school in Belgharia 
said, "The drivers of our 
school buses, the securi-
ty staff, the maintenance 
staff cannot go without 
pay just because classes 
are not being held."

"The guardians knew 
very well they have to 
pay a particular amount 
while admitting their 
wards. Now, if all of them 
demand waivers how 
can that be possible? We 
can consider exceptional 
cases on humanitarian 
grounds," he said.
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Inter serve up another unwelcome 
dose of craziness for Antonio Conte

NICKY BANDINI
London, 25 Jun [theGuard-
ian]: Six goals, a red card, two 
penalties and an early con-
tender for miss of the century. 
Not bad for the warm-up act. 
Wednesday’s main event in 
Serie A was Atalanta-Lazio, 
a meeting of two teams that 
have produced some of the 
finest footballing symphonies 
on the peninsula. But first on 
stage, in the ‘early’ 7.30pm 
slot, were the chaotic chords 
of Inter-Sassuolo.

It was the sort of tune that 
Antonio Conte never wanted 
to hear at San Siro. After be-
coming the Inter manager last 
summer, one of his first acts 
was to stop the club’s anthem, 
Amala, from being played be-
fore home games. The song is 
an ode to “Pazza Inter” – Cra-
zy Inter. “Enough talk of cra-
ziness,” he said. “Inter will be 
regular and strong.”

Easier said than done. In-
ter have produced some of 
their best football in years, 
but they have interspersed it 
with familiar follies – throw-
ing away games that looked 
won. They did it twice on 
Wednesday, surrendering a 
lead in the 81st minute, then 
doing it again in the 89th. This 
after coming from behind to 
lead at the half.

Conte gambled with his 
team selection, leaving out 
five of 11 starters from Sun-
day’s win over Sampdoria. A 
slow-motion midfield of Ro-
berto Gagliardini and Borja 
Valero looked like a mistake 
from the outset, Filip Djuric-
ic accelerating away to set up 
Francesco Caputo for Sassuo-
lo’s fourth-minute opener.

Inter had shown little 
sign of coming back into the 
game, before Jeremie Boga 
lost track of Milan Skriniar, 
swiping a boot into his oppo-
nent without even knowing 
they were there. Romelu Lu-
kaku converted the penalty. 
Five minutes later, Cristiano 
Biraghi exchanged a one-two 

with Alexis Sánchez and ran 
through to make it 2-1.

Even Conte must have 
wondered how his team was 
ahead. All of Italy, though, 
would be left flummoxed by 
Gagliardini’s failure to ex-
tend Inter’s lead once play 
resumed.

Lukaku fed Lautaro 
Martínez down the left chan-
nel to launch an Inter coun-
terattack. The Argentinian 
returned the ball to his strike 
partner near the penalty 
spot. Lukaku’s first-time ef-
fort was parried straight into 
the path of Gagliardini, five 
yards from goal. All he had to 
do was nudge it over the line. 
Somehow, he thwacked it on 
to the bar.

It was an astonishing miss 
– right up there with Edin Dz-
eko against Palermo in 2016 
and Mattia Destro for Bologna 
against SPAL. At least this was 
not the fourth minute of add-
ed time of a derby. Gagliardi-
ni’s gaffe is unlikely to be com-
memorated, as Destro’s was, 
with its own choreography, 

but it did cost Inter a chance 
to put this game to bed.

Instead, they shook it 
awake. Ashley Young, on as a 
sub in the 75th minute, was 
lucky not to give away a pen-
alty in the 77th when the ball 
struck his arm in the area. He 
allowed no such room for in-
terpretation in the 80th, when 
he went through the back of 
Mert Müldür. “I never touched 
him, mate,” protested Young. 
Reality begged to differ.

Domenico Berardi scored 
the penalty. Five minutes lat-
er, Inter were back in front, 
Valero arriving unmarked at 
the back post to help Antonio 
Candreva’s free-kick across 
the line.

It could have been an 
ending that spoke to the re-
silience of Conte’s team: evi-
dence they were ready to fight 
for the Scudetto. But it wasn’t. 
Müldür had already drawn 
another good save from Samir 
Handanovic before Giangia-
como Magnani swept home a 
deflected cross to make it 3-3.

There was barely time to 

breathe before Atalanta and 
Lazio filled up a nation’s TV 
screens. For the second time 
in four days, kick-off at the 
Gewiss Stadium was preced-
ed by a moment’s reflection to 
a soundtrack of Roby Facchi-
netti’s Rinascerò, Rinascerai 
(I will be reborn, you will be 
reborn). The game that fol-
lowed could have served as an 
extended metaphor.

Atalanta were two goals 
down inside 11 minutes. Mar-
ten de Roon smashed the ball 
into his own net from a simi-
lar range to where Gagliardini 
had missed from. Sergej Mil-
inkovic-Savic casually picked 
out the corner of Pierluigi 
Gollini’s goal from 25 yards.

At the time, it felt like a 
statement of intent. Juventus 
had moved four points clear 
of Lazio at the top of Serie A 
when they beat Bologna on 
Monday. That was already 
their third game back since 
the coronavirus interruption, 
with the previous two com-
ing in the Coppa Italia. Like-
wise Inter, this season’s other 

aspiring title contender, had 
played three times between 
league and cup.

Lazio had been left kick-
ing their heels, itching to get 
out there and remind every-
one what they were capable 
of. Before the pause, they had 
gone 21 league games with-
out defeat. Now they were 2-0 
up away to the team that sat 
fourth; opponents who had 
demolished Sassuolo 4-1 on 
Sunday.

Like Inter, though, they 
failed to press home their 
advantage. Ciro Immobile 
missed a pair of chances to 
make it 3-0, before Robin Gos-
ens halved the deficit instead. 
Atalanta never looked back.

It took a spectacular fin-
ish from Ruslan Malinovskyi 
to get them level, belted with 
such violence from the edge 
of the area that the camera-
man could scarcely react in 
time to catch it hitting the 
net. Atalanta, though, were al-
ready dominating the play by 
that point. José Luis Palomino 
finally headed them in front in 

the 80th minute, but the out-
come had long felt inevitable.

Lazio’s manager, Simone 
Inzaghi, could not hide his 
disappointment, acknowl-
edging that his team’s path 
to the title had become “more 
complicated”. That four-point 
lead for Juventus over Lazio, 
as well as the eight-point ad-
vantage they hold over Inter, 
was enough for some to de-
clare the race was already at 
an end.

It is easy for such fatalism 
to take hold when the team in 
first place has won the past 
eight titles. Juventus were al-
ready the favourites and their 
position has strengthened. On 
the other hand, there is still 
almost a third of the season to 
go. They have games against 
Atalanta, Roma and Milan in 
July, as well as a head-to-head 
with Lazio.

What is true is that the 
fixtures have fallen kindly for 
Juventus in this initial phase 
of restart. Although the Cop-
pa Italia ended badly, it al-
lowed them to shake off any 
rust before resuming their 
league campaign against a 
spirited, but modest, Bologna. 
Lazio looked tired in the sec-
ond-half against Atalanta – as 
you would expect for a group 
of players thrown into such 
a high-intensity encounter 
without any competitive ac-
tion in their legs.

None of which should be 
used to diminish Atalanta’s ef-
forts. It is worth remembering 
they led 3-0 at Lazio in Octo-
ber, too, before the home side 
pulled off an extraordinary 
comeback of their own to res-
cue a point.

Atalanta were the top scor-
ers last season with 77 goals. 
They have reached the same 
tally this time around with 11 
games to spare. Twelve points 
behind Juventus, they are un-
likely to challenge for the title, 
but not even the craziest In-
ter can truly claim to put on a 
more entertaining show.

England could lose the next Stokes or Root 
if grassroots cricket remains shut: Wood

Manchester City v Liverpool to go ahead 
at Etihad even if title up for grabs

Novak Djokovic left isolated as Adria Tour blame game intensifies
KEVIN MITCHELL
Begrade, 25 Jun [theGuardian]: 
Novak Djokovic couldn’t buy a 
friend on Wednesday – at least 
not outside his tight circle of con-
fidants and family in Belgrade, 
where the row over his virus-hit 
Balkan charity fortnight slid fur-
ther into denial and acrimony.

First to his side was his father, 
Srdjan, who tried to shift the blame 
for the fiasco on to Grigor Dimi-
trov, the first of three other players 
to test positive for coronavirus in 
Croatia, where the two-week tour 
was abandoned minutes before 
the final on Sunday.

“How did the infection come 
about?” Djokovic Sr said on RTL’s 
Croatian TV network. “Probably 
because Dimitrov arrived sick, 
from who knows where. He was 
not tested in Zadar, but somewhere 
else. I don’t think that’s right. He 
brought great harm to you in Cro-
atia, and to us as a family, and to 
Serbia.”

The Bulgarian’s agent, Georgi 
Stoimenov, replied acidly: “Grigor 
landed directly in Belgrade after 
three months of complete isola-
tion. Neither in Belgrade [the first 
stop] nor later in Zadar was he of-
fered or required to test for coro-
navirus. The event organisers are 
the ones responsible.” Djokovic’s 
mother, Dijana, told the Belgrade 
newspaper Blic: “It is horrible 
what is being written, but we are 
used to it.”

At Wimbledon, meanwhile, the 
new regime took a more kindly if 
firm view of their blundering 2019 
champion, who is quarantining 
in his home city for two weeks 
while coping with Covid-19, along 
with his wife, and contemplating 
the evaporation of goodwill that 
launched his well-meant venture.

Richard Lewis, who hands over 
to the All England Club’s first fe-
male chief executive, Sally Bolton, 
in August, said protocols at the US 
Open in August and Roland Gar-
ros in September “will be easier 
to enforce and observe than they 
otherwise might have been”. And, 
while he shied away from saying 
Djokovic had a special responsibil-
ity to the game as its title-holder, 
he said: “It’s a fact in this day and 
age that all sportsmen and sports-
women have a leadership role that 
goes with the territory. It is disap-
pointing.”

The notion that the virus itself 
has bypassed the Balkans came 
under further scrutiny on Wednes-
day when another high-profile 
Serb athlete, the NBA star Nikola 
Jokic, had to delay his return to 
the US after testing positive. Jokic 
spent time with Djokovic during 
the Belgrade leg of the Adria Tour.

Elsewhere, five footballers 
from Red Star Belgrade revealed 
they had contracted the virus 12 
days after playing in the local der-
by against Partizan in front of a 

crowd of 18,000 on 10 June, about 
the time Djokovic’s tour was get-
ting under way in the Serb capital. 
Neighbouring Montenegro, which 
had been declared virus-free, later 
confirmed a minor outbreak there 
after fans returned from the Bel-
grade football match.

There was little respite for 
the world No 1 anywhere outside 
Serbia. Paul Annacone, who has 
coached Roger Federer and Andy 
Murray, told Sports Illustrated: “I 
think there’s a lot of his peer group 
who are scratching their heads. 
His passion to do something good 
clouded all the information, all the 
science. It was a good cause, driven 
by the right reason, but the end re-
sult was pretty disastrous.”

There are now growing calls for 
Djokovic to step down as the pres-
ident of the ATP player council. 
Annacone said: “There’s 10 people 
on the council; they should figure 
how they feel about it. You have 
500 players around the world on 
razor’s edge, hoping they can play 
in eight weeks [at the US Open]. 
Every action has a consequence.” 

London, Jun 25 (PTI): 
World Cup-winning fast 
bowler bowler Mark 
Wood says English crick-
et could lose "the next 
Ben Stokes or Joe Root" if 
the game doesn't resume 
at the grassroots at the 
earliest. "I'm sure a lot 
of people in this country 
would love grassroots 
cricket to be back up and 
running," he said.

"We don't want to 
lose the next Ben Stokes, 
the next Joe Root, the next 
superstar that might be 
coming through for the 

game," Stokes was quoted 
as saying by BBC Sport.

The COVID-19 pan-
demic has a dealt a se-
vere blow to recreation-
al cricket in England 
as it stands suspended 
since March and will 
continue to remain so 
despite the easing of 
lockdown rules in the 
country.

The England and 
Wales Cricket Board 
(ECB) wanted to restart 
recreational cricket from 
July 4, and said it was still 
in talks with the UK gov-

ernment despite Prime 
Minister Boris Johnson 
on Tuesday ruling out its 
immediate return because 
the ball, according to him, 
is a "natural vector of dis-
ease". Wood, however, 
said the continued ban on 
cricket around the coun-
try doesn't make sense 
when the lockdown has 
been eased.

"If you can go to the 
pub, and go to restau-
rants - you'd hope that 
cricket could be on the 
horizon as well," the 
30-year-old pacer said.

Manchester, 25 Jun 
[theGuardian]: Man-
chester City’s game 
against Liverpool next 
Thursday will go ahead 
at the Etihad Stadium 
even if the title remains 
up for grabs. The decision 
was made by Manchester 
council’s safety advisory 
group, which said it had 

no objections to the match 
being played as planned.

The SAG, which in-
cludes representatives 
from the council, emer-
gency services, environ-
mental health and sup-
porters’ groups, could 
have asked for the game 
to be moved to a neutral 
venue. Liverpool will 

win the Premier League 
before then if City fail to 
beat Chelsea at Stamford 
Bridge on Thursday. If 
City win, the next op-
portunity for Liverpool 
to secure the title will be 
at the Etihad Stadium. 
Jürgen Klopp had said he 
wanted the match to be 
played there.

5 players 
withdraw, 1 
tests positive, 
nerves frayed 
on virus
Washington, Jun 25 
(AP): Brooks Koepka 
and Webb Simpson were 
among five players who 
withdrew from the Trav-
elers Championship, four 
of them out of a chain-re-
action abundance of cau-
tion over the coronavirus 
that put the PGA Tour on 
notice.

"The snowball is 
getting a little bit big-
ger," Graeme McDow-
ell told The Associated 
Press after withdrawing 
Wednesday because his 
longtime caddie, Ken 
Comboy, tested positive 
for the virus.

The tour released re-
sults that showed three 
positive tests at the TPC 
River Highlands in Con-
necticut Cameron Champ 
and the caddies for Koep-
ka and McDowell. There 
were no positive tests 
on the Korn Ferry Tour 
event in Utah.

As it enters the third 
week in its return from 
the COVID-19 pandemic 
that shut down golf for 
three months, the tour 
has administered 2,757 
tests at PGA Tour and 
Korn Ferry Tour events 
in five states, with seven 
positive results.

On the PGA Tour 
alone, there have been 
1,382 tests and four posi-
tive results.

"It's a low number 
on a per centage basis, 
but every number hurts," 
PGA Tour Commissioner 
Jay Monahan said.

"I think we all need 
to remind ourselves that 
we're all learning to live 
with this virus.

"It's pretty clear that 
this virus isn't going any-
where."

Nick Watney was the 
first player to test posi-
tive last week at the RBC 
Heritage in Hilton Head 
Island, South Carolina, 
which was teeming with 
people on summer vaca-
tion. Champ tested pos-
itive on Tuesday at the 
Travelers and immedi-
ately withdrew.

Four more players 
withdrew even with neg-
ative test results.

Koepka said his cad-
die, Ricky Elliott, tested 
positive and then took 
another test that came 
back negative. No matter. 
He chose to withdraw, 
and was especially gutted 
that his younger broth-
er, Chase Koepka, with-
drew after earning a rare 
chance to play through a 
Monday qualifier. When 
his brother made it, 
Koepka arranged a house 
for him to stay in starting 
Tuesday, so he had his 
brother stay with him 
in the meantime. Then, 
the brothers played a 
practice round with Mc-
Dowell and British Open 
champion Shane Lowry.

Both Koepkas said 
they felt they should with-
draw because they were in 
close contact with some-
one who tested positive. 
"I feel terrible for Chase," 
Koepka said.

"This course is made 
for him, he's playing as 
good as I've ever seen him. 
And I put him in that situa-
tion. It's one thing if I with-
draw. He doesn't get this 
opportunity very often."

Simpson, who won 
the RBC Heritage last 
week with a record score 
that moved him to No. 5 in 
the world, withdrew when 
he learned a family mem-
ber had tested positive.    
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ElseWhere

Australia to conduct over 100,000 door-to-door COVID-19 tests

Giant shark lurks below unsuspecting 
surfers at Plettenberg Bay in South Africa
A 14-year-old drone 

pilot says he feared 
for the worst as he filmed 
a "huge" white pointer 
swim underneath surfers 
in South Africa's Western 
Cape region.

Zach Berman, an as-
piring wildlife drone 
photographer, said he 
was monitoring shark 
activity with his fa-
ther at Plettenberg Bay 
when the shark drifted 
into view.

"At first, I was 
struggling to compre-
hend what I was see-
ing," he said.

"It began to make 
its way towards the 
surfers and I feared 
for the worst; I really 
didn't know what was 
going to happen."

Other observers at-

tempted to alert the surf-
ers to the shark's pres-
ence but it was initially 
unseen as it drifted just 

beneath the surface.
While steadying his 

drone above the shark, 
Zach said he felt a sense 

of relief when the surfers 
— aided and alerted by a 
paddler on a jet ski — be-
came aware of it and beat 

a hasty retreat towards 
shore. "When everyone 
was safely on the beach, I 
showed them the footage 
and they just could not 
believe what they were 
seeing," he said.

Zachary said to his 
surprise, "one or two" 
surfers returned to the 
water shortly after the 
incident, a situation he 
put down to the frequen-
cy in which white sharks 
were spotted at Pletten-
berg Bay.

"We get a lot of sharks 
along this beach as there 
is a seal colony not far 
away," Zach said.

"Given drones are re-
ally only a new addition 
to wildlife photogra-
phy, this type of activity 
could have been hap-
pening for years."

'Coming back and biting us': 
US sees virus resurgence

U.S. Northeast governors order 
quarantine of visitors from 
coronavirus hot spot states

WikiLeaks 
founder 
Assange faces 
new indictment 
in US
Washington, Jun 25 
(AP): WikiLeaks founder 
Julian Assange sought to 
recruit hackers at confer-
ences in Europe and Asia 
who could provide his 
anti-secrecy website with 
classified information, and 
conspired with members 
of hacking organisations, 
according to a new Justice 
Department indictment 
announced Wednesday.

The superseding in-
dictment does not con-
tain additional charges 
beyond the 18 counts 
the Justice Department 
unsealed last year. But 
prosecutors say it under-
scores Assange's efforts 
to procure and release 
classified information, 
allegations that form the 
basis of criminal charges 
he already faces.

Beyond recruiting 
hackers at conferences, 
the indictment accuses 
Assange of conspiring 
with members of hacking 
groups known as LulzSec 
and Anonymous. He also 
worked with a 17-year-
old hacker who gave him 
information stolen from 
a bank and directed the 
teenager to steal addi-
tional material, includ-
ing audio recordings of 
high-ranking government 
officials, prosecutors say.

Assange's lawyer, Bar-
ry Pollack, said in a state-
ment that the govern-
ment's relentless pursuit 
of Julian Assange poses a 
grave threat to journalists 
everywhere and to the 
public's right to know.

While today's super-
seding indictment is yet 
another chapter in the 
U.S. Government's effort 
to persuade the public 
that its pursuit of Julian 
Assange is based on some-
thing other than his pub-
lication of newsworthy 
truthful information, he 
added, the indictment con-
tinues to charge him with 
violating the Espionage 
Act based on WikiLeaks 
publications exposing war 
crimes committed by the 
U.S. Government.

Assange was arrest-
ed last year after being 
evicted from the Ecuador-
ian Embassy in London, 
where he had sought ref-
uge to avoid being sent to 
Sweden over allegations 
of rape and sexual assault, 
and is at the center of an 
extradition tussle over 
whether he should be sent 
to the United States.  

Sydney, Jun 25 (AP): 
Australian health work-
ers will go door-to-
door testing more than 
100,000 residents in a 
coronavirus hot spot in 
suburban Melbourne 
that is threatening to 
undo the nation's success 
in battling the virus.

Victoria state on 
Thursday reported 33 

new cases, the highest 
daily number in more 
than two months. Pre-
mier Daniel Andrews 
says the testing aims to 
collect samples from half 
of all residents in 10 sub-
urbs. He says the goal is 
to test 10,000 people dai-
ly over 10 days.

The tests are free and 
Andrews is urging peo-

ple to see undergoing 
testing as a civic duty.

More than 1,000 
military personnel are 
helping with the opera-
tion, while other states 
will help process the 
test results.

Australia has report-
ed more than 7,500 cas-
es of the virus, including 
104 deaths.

(Reuters) - The gover-
nors of New York, New 
Jersey and Connecticut 
on Wednesday ordered 
travelers from eight oth-
er U.S. states to be quar-
antined for two weeks 
on arrival, as COVID-19 
infections surged in re-
gions spared the brunt of 
the initial outbreak.

The unprecedented 
travel restrictions came 
as Disney announced it 
would delay the reopen-
ing of its theme parks, 
and Nevada’s governor 
signed a directive requir-
ing face coverings in casi-
nos and all other public 
places from Friday.

“We must make face 
coverings a routine part 
of our daily lives,” Gov-
ernor Steve Sisolak said 
in announcing the order, 
citing a four-week up-
ward trend in new Ne-
vada cases of COVID-19, 
the illness caused by the 
novel coronavirus.

“It’s a medical neces-
sity, a human obligation 
and it’s good business,” 
Sisolak, a Democrat, add-
ed. The directive expands 
a requirement already in 
place for business own-
ers and their employees 
to members of the public 
at large.

Earlier in the day, 
New Jersey Governor 
Phil Murphy said the 
tough new tri-state quar-
antine mandate was 
“the smart thing to do” 
after the United States 
as a whole recorded its 
second-greatest daily in-
crease in COVID-19 cases 
since early March.

“We have taken our 
people, the three of us 
from these three states, 
through hell and back, 
and the last thing we 
need to do right now is 
subject our folks to an-
other round,” Murphy 
said of the three North-
eastern governors, all 
Democrats.

A White House 
spokesman, Judd Deere, 
said that he did not be-
lieve the quarantine 
applied to President 

Donald Trump, who just 
returned from a visit to 
Arizona and was sched-
uled to be in New Jersey 
this weekend.

“The president of the 
United States is not a ci-
vilian. Anyone who is in 
close proximity to him, 
including staff, guests, 
and press, are tested for 
COVID-19 and confirmed 
to be negative,” Deere 
said.

Concern over rising 
case numbers in several 
states was reflected in 
some of America’s big-
gest entertainment and 
leisure companies as 
well.

The Walt Disney Co. 
said in a statement that 
it would delay a planned 
July 17 reopening of its 
theme parks and resort 
hotels as it waits for 
guidelines from the state 
of California.

MGM Resorts Inter-
national announced that 
all guests to its prop-
erties throughout the 
United States would be 
required to wear masks, 
as was already the case 
for employees.

Nevada was the latest 
of about a dozen states, 
including California 
and Washington state, 
to adopt face-covering 
rules.

New York City was the 
early epicenter of the U.S. 
coronavirus pandemic. 
More than 31,000 people 
have died of COVID-19 
in New York state alone, 
roughly one-quarter of 
the U.S. total, according 
to a Reuters tally. New 
Jersey and Connecticut 
were also especially hard 
hit at the outset of the 
health crisis.

The 14-day quaran-
tine applies to visitors 
from mostly Southern 
states: Alabama, Arkan-
sas, Arizona, Florida, 
North Carolina, South 
Carolina, Texas and Utah, 
as well as tri-state res-
idents returning from 
those areas. The quar-
antine states are de-
termined by a formula 

based on the number of 
new cases.

Those caught defy-
ing the quarantine rule 
face $1,000 fines for a 
first offense and $5,000 
for repeat offenses, New 
York Governor Andrew 
Cuomo said.

STATES SET NEW 
ALL-TIME HIGHS

While the United 
States appeared to have 
tamped down the out-
break in May, prompting 
many states to lift sweep-
ing stay-at-home orders 
and business closures, 
testing suggests the vi-
rus has moved into rural 
areas and other places 
where it was initially less 
prevalent.

The pandemic may 
also be resurgent in U.S. 
states that opened ear-
lier than others in an ef-
fort to blunt the devastat-
ing economic impact of 
coronavirus restrictions 
as unemployment rates 
shot up.

On Wednesday, three 
states reported record 
increases in new cases - 
Florida, Oklahoma and 
South Carolina. Earlier 
in the week, seven states 
had record highs - Ari-
zona, California, Missis-
sippi, Missouri, Nevada, 
Texas and Wyoming.

The nationwide 
surge of nearly 36,000 
new cases on Tuesday 
marked the highest since 
a record 36,426 new U.S. 
infections recorded on 
April 24.

At least four states 
are averaging dou-
ble-digit rates of positive 
tests for the virus. By 
contrast, New York has 
been reporting positive 
test rates of around 1%.

While some of the in-
creased numbers of cases can 
be attributed to more testing, 
the percentage of positive re-
sults is also climbing.

The average number 
of tests has risen 7.6% 
over the last seven days, 
according to The COVID 
Tracking Project, while 
the average number of 
new cases rose 30%.

Houston (US), Jun 25 (AP): Hos-
pital administrators and health ex-
perts warned desperately Wednes-
day that parts of the U.S. are on the 
verge of becoming overwhelmed 
by a resurgence of the coronavi-
rus, lamenting that politicians and 
a tired-of-being-cooped-up public 
are letting a disaster unfold.

The U.S. recorded a one-day to-
tal of 34,700 new COVID-19 cases, 
the highest in two months, accord-
ing to the count kept by Johns Hop-
kins University.

The number of new cases per 
day is now running just short of 
the nation's late-April peak of 
36,400.

While newly confirmed infec-
tions have been declining steadi-
ly in early hot spots such as New 
York and New Jersey, several other 
states set single-day records this 
week, including Arizona, Califor-
nia, Mississippi, Nevada, Texas and 
Oklahoma.

Some of them also broke hos-
pitalization records, as did North 
Carolina and South Carolina.

People got complacent, said Dr. 
Marc Boom, CEO of the Houston 
Methodist hospital system. And it's 
coming back and biting us, quite 
frankly.

The stock market slid sharply 
Wednesday as the virus's resur-
gence clouded investors' hopes for 
a relatively quick economic turn-
around.

The virus in the U.S. has been 
blamed for over 120,000 deaths 
the highest toll in the world and 
over 2.3 million confirmed infec-
tions.

California, the most popu-
lous state, reported over 7,100 
new cases, a record. Florida's sin-
gle-day count surged to 5,500, a 25 
per cent jump from the record set 
last week and triple the level from 
just two weeks ago.

In Texas, which began lifting 
its shutdowns early on, on May 
1, hospitalisations have doubled 
and new cases have tripled in 
two weeks.

Gov. Greg Abbott told KFDA-TV 
that the state is facing a massive 
outbreak and might need new lo-
cal restrictions to preserve hospi-
tal space in some places.

At Houston Methodist's eight 
Texas hospitals, the COVID-19 pa-
tient count has tripled in the last 
month, to 312.

About 20 per cent of the coro-
navirus tests the hospitals conduct 
now come back positive, com-
pared with roughly 2 per cent to 4 
per cent in mid-May.

If the trends don't change, the 
2,000-bed hospital chain could 
have 600 coronavirus patients in 
the next three weeks and could be 
forced to cancel nonessential sur-
geries, Boom said.

We need everybody to behave 
perfectly and work together per-
fectly to slow the infection rate, 
Boom said.

When I look at a restaurant or 
a business where people ... are not 
following the guidelines, where 
people are just throwing caution 
to the wind, it makes me angry.

In Arizona, cases will proba-
bly exceed statewide hospital bed 
capacity within the next several 
weeks if the trend continues, said 
Dr. Joseph Gerald, a University of 
Arizona public health policy pro-
fessor.

We are in deep trouble," said 
Gerald, urging the state to impose 
new restrictions on businesses, 
which Gov. Doug Ducey has re-
fused to do. Without such steps, 
Gerald said, the death toll will 
reach unheard-of levels.

Infectious-disease expert Dr. 
Peter Hotez of the Baylor College 
of Medicine in Texas said he wor-
ries that states will squander what 
time they have to head off a much 
larger crisis.

"We're still talking about sub-
tlety, still arguing whether or not 
we should wear masks, and still 
not understanding that a vaccine 
is not going to rescue us, he said.

The Texas governor initially 
barred local officials from fining or 
penalizing anyone for not wearing 
a mask as the state reopened.

After cases began spiking, Ab-
bott said last week that cities and 
counties could allow businesses 
to require masks. Both Abbott and 
Ducey are Republicans.

Some business owners are 
frustrated that officials didn't do 
more, and act sooner, to require 

masks. "I can't risk my staff, my 
clientele, myself, my family and 
everybody else in that chain just 
because other people are too in-
convenienced to wear a piece of 
cloth on their face, said Michael 
Neff, an owner of the Cotton-
mouth Club in Houston.

He closed it down this week so 
staffers could get tested after one 
had contact with an infected person.

North Carolina Gov. Roy Coo-
per, a Democrat, ordered people to 
wear masks in public as the daily 
count of hospitalisations and new 
cases hovered near records.

In Florida, several counties and 
cities recently enacted mask re-
quirements and cracked down on 
businesses that don't enforce so-
cial distancing rules.

In a sign of the shift in the out-
break, New York, Connecticut and 
New Jersey announced they will 
require visitors from states with 
high coronavirus infection rates to 
quarantine themselves for 14 days.

That is a turnaround from 
March, when Florida issued such 
an order for visitors from the New 
York City area, where cases were 
soaring.

Cases are also surging in some 
other parts of the world. India re-
ported a record-breaking one-day 
increase of nearly 16,000 cases. 
Mexico and Iraq also set records.

But China appears to have 
tamed a new outbreak in Beijing, 
once again demonstrating its abil-
ity to quickly mobilize its vast re-
sources by testing nearly 2.5 mil-
lion people in 11 days.

China on Wednesday reported 
12 cases nationwide, down from 
22 the day before.

In Europe, countries are easing 
or increasing restrictions as the 
outbreaks evolve.

John Nkengasong, chief of the 
African Centers for Disease Con-
trol and Prevention, said the out-
break on the continent is picking 
up speed very quickly, with a steep 
increase in cases and deaths as 
more countries loosen lockdowns.

Worldwide, more than 9.2 
million people have been con-
firmed infected, and close to a 
half-million have died, by Johns 
Hopkins' count.
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ARIES:
It's not about the destination, Aries. It's about your commit-
ment to the path. Thursday is bringing with itself the remind-
er that it's time to retreat into your studio and expand your 
skill set. Have you utilised your time away from the matrix to 
rediscover your gifts? This is a good time to nurture those 
too. You may or may not be able to find a lucrative opportu-
nity that involves the given gift immediately. Trust that many 
doors will open for you in the future. But that's not some-
thing you're meant to worry about now.
Tip: Daily practice is the secret to everything.
TAURUS:
Every great artist knows that inspiration strikes unexpected-
ly. Today, instead of chasing the metaphorical Muse, you're 
being asked to step back and focus on everything else, 
including the so-called mundane tasks. Who knows? You 
may channel the best idea of your life when you're busy do-
ing the dishes. Already have an idea you want to share with 
the world? Retreat into your sacred space, Taurus. Stay 
connected to the cosmic currents of creativity.
Tip: Let inspiration strike unexpectedly.
GEMINI:
If you feel like you're stuck in a rut, you probably are. But 
getting through your to-do list doesn't have to be an uphill 
task. The cards are reminding you that it's time to reconnect 
with your mission. To remember why you began this jour-
ney in the first place. Instead of burying yourself under a 
pile of work for the sake of being busy, consciously choose 
the projects you resonate with. This could be the secret to 

waking up with a spring in your step, Gemini.
Tip: Reconnect with your mission.
CANCER:
There's a part of you that's still stuck in the past, and that 
part of you continues to rule your present. But, what you 
need to keep in mind is that, what is gone is gone. You 
attracted certain experiences into your life in order to face 
your fears. There is no need to go back into that space of 
insecurities again. Have faith in yourself, Cancer. Have faith 
in the divine forces that are co-creating with you on this jour-
ney. Today, you're being asked to journal five reasons why 
you started walking this path. 
Tip: Remember why you came here, Cancer.
LEO:
We spend so much time worrying about what other people will 
think and say that we end up suppressing our own feelings in 
the process. But these voices in our head, they're all just us. 
A manifestation of our monkey mind. Your fears do not paint 
an accurate picture of how another person may perceive this 
situation and even if they do, it doesn't matter. What matters is 
your truth. Your mission. What you came to the earthly realm 
to fulfil. PS: Don't be afraid to stand up for yourself today.
Tip: Make that transition from fear to love.
VIRGO:
If you think the world works outside-in, you've got it all 
wrong, Virgo. Try taking care of yourself for a change, and 
then approaching others from this space of fullness. You'll 
find that the Universe reflects the energy of joy and love 
back at you. Some of you may feel inspired to tap into the 

wisdom of ancient beauty rituals. Did you know that the milk 
and honey pack was a favourite in Cleopatra's Egypt?
Tip: But first, let's self-care.
LIBRA:
You need to take a break from everything, including the BS 
in your own head. So, don't wait until the weekend to put 
your feet up and devour your favourite book, cover to cover, 
as you sip on a glass of iced latte. Remember to follow a 
gadget-free policy in your sanctuary, and yes, your Insta-
gram followers will live without your daily updates. Have you 
been working on a book or a creative project of some sort? 
Tip: You need a break.
SCORPIO:
There's an inner awakening within you, one that's making 
you realise you're too much of a star to be playing a sup-
porting role in this film called life. You're ready to take this 
cloak of invisibility off. You're ready to take the centre stage. 
Remember, learning to move past the judgements in your 
own head is the first step on this journey. If and when the voice 
of fear whispers, acknowledge it, but choose to move forward 
despite it. You have many mountains to move on your path.
Tip: It's time to take centre stage.
SAGITTARIUS:
The Universe speaks to us in mysterious ways. What if the 
song on the radio or the Instagram post that caught your 
attention holds a potent message? Still your mind and you 
will be able to receive the answers you seek, Sagittarius. 
Those who work in the media or performance arts space 
could be struggling to reach out to the right audience or 

hustle lucrative gigs.
Tip: Get a manager on board.
CAPRICORN:
The energy of the new moon is providing you with a wonder-
ful opportunity to start a new venture or take a step towards 
something you believe in. Is there a project you parted ways 
with a while ago or an idea you thought wasn't quite ready 
to be shared with the world? A lot has changed since you 
first penned down your thoughts, Capricorn. 
Tip: Revisit the vision board.
AQUARIUS:
There's a part of you that's still stuck in the past. A part of 
you that's unwilling to let go of the memories from a time long 
gone. What you need to recognise is that this narrative is not 
supporting you, Aquarius. It is in fact hindering your growth. 
Today, take a break from the chaos and commotion of the out-
side world to look within and be present to your wounds. 
Tip: It's time to release the old story.
Pisces:
Thursday brings with itself the wonderful opportunity to revisit 
your goals and connect with your soul's mission on a deeper lev-
el. Let's start with the vision board, shall we? Are the visuals in 
alignment with the life you want to create for yourself in the now, 
or do they bear testimony to a version of you that you were yes-
terday? Update wherever necessary. Remember to stay true to 
your vision as you do. You are not here to pander your audience. 
You're here to create from a place of truth and authenticity.
Tip: Update your vision board in accordance with who you 
are now.

David Leitch to direct 'Bullet Train'

Miniseries on 'The Phantom 
of the Opera' in works

Priyanka Chopra, Anurag Kashyap among 
ambassadors for a downsized TIFF 2020

Toronto, Jun 25 (PTI): Indian star 
Priyanka Chopra and filmmaker An-
urag Kashyap are among the 50 cel-
ebrated filmmakers and actors invit-
ed as the ambassadors of a slimmed 
down Toronto International Film Fes-
tival (TIFF) this year.

The festival, slated to run from Sep-
tember 10 to September 19, will be opt-
ing for digital screenings and virtual red 
carpets for the first time due to the coro-
navirus pandemic, making it tailored to 
fit the moment .

Chopra and Kashyap will 
join Oscar winners and cele-
brated international names 
including filmmakers Martin 
Scorsese, Alfonso Cuaron, 
Taika Waititi, Ava DuVernay, 
Rian Johnson, Denis Ville-
neuve, and actors Nicole 
Kidman, Nadine Labaki, Riz 
Ahmed, Isabelle Huppert, 
Zhang Ziyi to help TIFF de-
liver a strong gala this year, 
the organisers said in a 
press statement.

The 45th edition of the 
festival plans to screen 50 
films during its first five 
days in physical theatres 
through socially-distanced 
screenings.

Physical screenings will need the 
approval from the health authorities 
of the city as it is dependent on prov-
ince's reopening framework to ensure 
that festival venues and workplac-
es practice, meet, and exceed public 
health guidelines.

Festival goers can also opt for drive-
ins to experience cinema.

For the first time in its history, TIFF 
will launch a digital platform for the 
festival, hoping to connect with audi-

ences beyond Toronto by hosting digital 
screenings, as well as numerous talks 
and special events.

We could never have anticipated the 
global seismic changes we would be 
facing in 2020. We tapped into the orig-
inal spirit of the Festival from when it 
began in 1976 as our guiding light. The 
distilled edition of TIFF 2020 reflects a 
deep love of film, passion for our loyal 
audiences, commitment to the industry, 
and a whole lot of heart, said Joana Vi-

cente, executive director and co-head, 
TIFF. Ammonite , directed by Francis 
Lee (UK); Another Round , from director 
Thomas Vinterberg (Denmark); Bruised 
, the debut film from director Halle 
Berry (US); Concrete Cowboys by film-
maker Ricky Staub (US); Fauna , from 
director Nicolas Pereda (Mexico/Cana-
da); Good Joe Bell by director Reinaldo 
Marcus Green (US); Spring Blossom , the 
debut film by director Suzanne Lindon 
(France); and True Mothers by director 
Naomi Kawase (Japan) are among the 

festival line-up. The pandemic has hit 
TIFF hard, but we've responded by going 
back to our original inspiration to bring 
the very best in film to the broadest pos-
sible audience, said Cameron Bailey, ar-
tistic director and co-head, TIFF.

Our teams have had to rethink ev-
erything, and open our minds to new 
ideas. In countless video calls over the 
past three months we have rebuilt our 
Festival for 2020 drawing on our five 
decades of commitment to strong cu-

ration, support for filmmakers, and en-
gagement with audiences, added Bailey.

The festival's annual TIFF Tribute 
Awards event, which acknowledges and 
celebrates outstanding contributors in 
the film industry, is going virtual this 
year as well.

Screenings for the press and indus-
try will also move online.

A number of international cultural 
events, including Cannes and Tribeca 
film festivals, had to be cancelled due to 
the pandemic this year.

Ruth Wilson, Rosamund Pike 
in talks for 'Greatest Days'

TikTok star Siya Kakkar dies 
by suicide at the age of 16

Los Angeles, Jun 25 (PTI): 
A new miniseries on icon-
ic writer Gaston Leroux's 
1910 novel "The Phantom 
of the Opera" is being devel-
oped by French production 
company Gaumont.

The banner is best known 
for producing Netflix's true 
crime series "Narcos" as well 
as "F Is For Family", accord-
ing to Deadline. Gaumont's 
UK unit is working with writ-
er Anthony Horowitz on the 
six-episode series.

It will reimagine Leroux's 
gothic story about a disfig-
ured composer, who lives in 

the depths of the Paris Op-
era House and falls for sing-
er Christine Daae with tragic 
consequences.

The show will be based 
on the original novel, rather 
than Andrew Lloyd Webber's 
critically-acclaimed 1986 
musical adaptation.

A 2004 film, inspired by 
Webber's take, was directed 
by the late Joel Schumach-
er with actor Gerard But-
ler in the title role. It also 
featured Emmy Rossum, 
Patrick Wilson, Miranda 
Richardson, Minnie Driver, 
and Jennifer Ellison.

Los Angeles, Jun 25 (PTI): 
Director David Leitch will 
helm the big screen adapta-
tion of "Bullet Train", based 
on the Japanese novel "Maria 
Beetle" by Isaka Kotaro.

Leitch, known for block-
buster actioners like "Dead-
pool 2" and "Fast & Furious 
Presents: Hobbs & Shaw", 
will also produce along with 
Antoine Fuqua who origi-

nally developed the project. 
Screenwriter Zak Olkewicz 
has penned the script, report-
ed Variety. Kat Samick from 
Fuqua Films is also attached 
to produce along with the di-
rector and Kelly McCormick 
("Atomic Blonde") through 
their company 87North.

Brittany Morrissey will 
executive produce the film 
for Sony Pictures.

Los Angeles, Jun 25 (PTI): 
Actors Ruth Wilson, Rosa-
mund Pike and Cush Jumbo 
are in negotiations to star 
in the film adaptation of the 
stage musical "The Band".

Titled "Greatest Days", the 
feature has been described as 
a music-driven project about 
the English boy band Take 
That, reported Deadline.

The film, which will be di-
rected by Coky Giedroyc from 
a script by Tim Firth, will be 
introduced to potential buy-
ers by Sierra/Affinity during 
the Cannes virtual market.

The story focuses on five 
schoolgirls who have the night 
of their lives at a concert from 
their favourite boy band.

Twenty five years lat-
er when their lives have 
changed in a myriad of ways, 
they reunite to reminisce 

about their past and discov-
er their future. The project 
has been developed with 
the support of Universal Mu-
sic Group and will feature a 
number of Take That songs, 
including "Patience", "Back 
For Good", "A Million Love 
Songs", "Relight My Fire" and 
"Could It Be Magic".

The English pop band, 
formed in Manchester in 1989, 
currently consists of Gary Bar-
low, Howard Donald and Mark 
Owen. Singers Robbie Wil-
liams and Jason Orange were 
part of its original line-up.

Danny Perkins and 
Kate Solomon will produce 
through their Elysian Film 
Group banner alongside Da-
mian Jones and his DJ Films.

Take That, David Pugh 
and Dafydd Rogers will exec-
utive produce the project.

Siya Kakkar Death: Tiktok star Siya Kakkar 
passed away in New Delhi on June 25. The 

popular online dancer died by suicide.
Almost two weeks after Sushant Singh 

Rajput's sudden death made the headlines, a 
TikTok star has reportedly 
ended her life. Tiktoker Siya 
Kakkar, who was 16 years 
old, died by suicide in New 
Delhi on June 25. Siya was 
popular in the TikTok com-
munity and among users for 
her incredible dancing skills. 
The teenager was reportedly 
found dead in her residence 
is in Preet Vihar, New Delhi. 
Her manager confirmed the 
heartbreaking news. The 
manager says she might 
have been facing troubles in 
her personal life.  

As reported by India To-
day, her manger Arjun Sarin said, "This must 
be due to something personal...work-wise she 
was doing well. I had a word with her last 
night for a new project and she sounded nor-
mal. Me and my company Fame Experts man-
age lots of artists and Siya was a bright talent. 
I am heading to her home in Preet Vihar." Ar-

jun also told paparazzi Viral Bhayani that he 
spoke to Siya last night regarding a collabora-
tion project and she sounded fine. 

Siya was active on numerous social media 
platforms. She would post videos on TikTok, 

Instagram, Snapchat and YouTube. Siya 
boasted of over a million followers (1.1 mil-
lion) on Tiktok. She had over 104k follow-
ers on Instagram. Siya shared her last video 
on Instagram six days ago. The video saw 
the 16-year-old was dancing to a Punjabi 
track titled Sharaabi Teri Tor. 


