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Five clubs boycott Premier Division Sikkim-League 2019
Will not play any SFA tournament until action against Aakraman is withdrawn

SAGAR CHHETRI
Gangtok, 12 Sept:

Five premier division clubs of Sikkim have come 
forward in support of Sikkim Aakraman Football 

Club. To show their solidarity with Sikkim Aakra-
man FC, these five premier division clubs today an-
nounced to boycott the ongoing Sikkim Football As-
sociation Premier Division Sikkim-League 2019. This 
announcement means that the league will be left with 
only two clubs participating.

Boys Club, Unicorn Football Club, Sikkim Hima-
layan Sporting Club, United Sikkim Football Club, Ku-
mar Sporting Football Club and Sikkim Aakraman FC 
have announced that they will boycott Sikkim Premier 
Division League 2019 and other football tournaments 
organized by Sikkim Football Association until and 
unless disciplinary action against Sikkim Aakraman 
FC is withdrawn. 

This decision was taken during a meeting attend-

ed by representatives from all five premier division 
clubs at Paljor Stadium today.

It may be mentioned that SFA has banned Sikkim 
Aakraman FC, three of its players as well as coach, for 
a period of one year. Sikkim Aakraman players and 
coach allegedly manhandled the referee after their 
match against Sikkim Police held on 10 Sept.   

Coach, Shisil Karthak and players Kintup La-
chungpa, Don Tshering Lepcha and Sonam Gyaltsen of 
Sikkim Aakraman FC have been banned for a period of 
one year. The club has also been banned for a period 
of one year along with a fine of Rs. 30,000.

Speaking to media persons this evening, represen-
tatives of different clubs stated that five premier divi-
sion clubs of the State have unanimously decided to 
boycott the ongoing premier division Sikkim-League 
2019. 

“We are standing with Sikkim Aakraman FC as 
SFA has taken on the club due to personal enmity and 

made false allegations on few players. If this can hap-
pen to Sikkim Aakraman FC then it could happen to 
any other club and player,” they said.  

It is informed that the league was in the final stage 
and clubs have unanimously decided to boycott the 
league.

“We have come together for the betterment of foot-
ball and footballers of Sikkim. We condemn the disci-
plinary action taken without proper process, without 
any report from the match commissioner and without 
serving show cause notice to the club to place its side 
of the story,” they said. It is informed that the decision 
signed by officials of all six clubs will be forwarded 
to SFA and future course of action would depend on 
SFA’s decision.

Sikkim Aakraman FC president, Jigmee Singey 
Rinzing Wangchuk expressed his deep gratitude to all 
clubs and players for their concern and solidarity to-
wards the club.

Sikkim Aakraman FC 
demands apology from SFA

Targeted by SFA 
for boycotting 
Santosh Trophy 
camp: Sikkim 
Aakraman 
Summit Report
Gangtok, 12 Sept:

Sikkim Aakraman Foot-
ball Club has strongly 

condemned the disci-
plinary action taken by 
Sikkim Football Associ-
ation [SFA] against the 
club, its coach and three 
players. The club has al-
leged that SFA has taken 
this harsh disciplinary 
action against the club 
because it raised its voice 
against SFA and took a 
strong stand with Foot-
ball Players Association 
of Sikkim [FPAS] to boy-
cott the Santosh Trophy 
camp. 

The club has denied 
the involvement of its 
coach and three players 
in the manhandling of 
the referee on 10 Sept.

Sikkim Aakraman FC 
has also decided to write 
to All India Football Fed-
eration and Football 
Players Association of In-
dia on the matter.

Addressing a press 
conference here today, 
Sikkim Aakraman FC 
vice-president, Karma 
Phintso Wangdi stated 
that SFA has targeted the 
club for its decision not 
to release its players for 
the Santosh trophy camp. 
He alleged that SFA had 
threatened to take action 
against clubs that refuse 
to release players.

Stating that there is 
a process to be followed 
while taking any disci-
plinary action, Mr Wang-
di alleged that SFA has 
not done this. 

“First the matter 
should be investigated 

and then show cause no-
tice should be served. An 
internal committee has 
to be formed to listen to 
both sides before taking 
any decision,” he said. 

The match commis-
sioner has to forward the 
matter to the association 
but the match commis-
sioner was not present 
during the match, he 
added. 

“We have a 25-mem-
ber squad and because 
of this personal enmity 
with the club, SFA has 
banned the entire club. 
Where will the rest of the 
22 players go?” he ques-
tioned.

Sikkim Aakraman FC 
president, Jigmee Singey 
Rinzing Wangchuk said 
that the ban was unfortu-
nate and unfair.

Many severe attacks 
and assaults have taken 
place in the recent past 
but SFA never took such 
severe action against any 
club or player till date, he 
stated.

Mr Wangchuk said 
that the club has been 
facing problems due to 
the referee’s decisions 
from the start of this sea-
son. The match in ques-
tion, held on 10 Sept, was 
a crucial match and the 
referee gave wrong de-
cisions under pressure, 
according to him. Dissat-
isfied by the referee’s de-
cisions, supporters of the 
club had a scuffle with 
the referee, he added.

He said that clubs 
have been spending 
lakhs to prepare good 
teams but a single deci-
sion of the referee can 
take the club out from 
the title run. 

“All clubs have been 
repeatedly requesting 
SFA since many years to 
upgrade our local referees
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CM greets Sikkim 
on Indra Jatra

Gangtok, 12 Sept [IPR]: Chief Minister PS 
Tamang [Golay] has extended his best wishes 
to the people of Sikkim and the Newar commu-
nity in particular on the occasion of Indra Jatra. 

“Indra Jatra is the biggest festival for the 
Nepalese Newar community in Sikkim and is 
celebrated with much fanfare throughout the 
state. Named after the Hindu God of Rain and 
heaven- Lord Indra, the festivals prime objec-
tives is to seek his blessings in the form of rain 
and showers. Huge chariot processions ac-
companied with eclectic drum beats, masked 
dance performances and various classical 
dance performances are the integral elements 
of this vibrant festival that takes the streets of 
Gangtok in great awe of its cultural harmony.

The Chief Minister assures that the cele-
bration of such festivals will truly make the 
bond between different communities stron-
ger and showcase the vibrant culture and di-
verse traditions that prevails in Sikkim. 

The Chief Minister further adds to let this 
festival mark stronger unity and bows before 
Lord Indra to keep Sikkim and the people 
of Sikkim safe, sound and happy,” an official 
press communiqué conveys.

Governor’s greetings 
on Pang Lhabsol

SuMMIT REPoRT
Gangtok, 12 Sept:
On the occasion of ‘Pang 
Lhabsol’, Governor, Gan-
ga Prasad has extended 
warm greetings to the 
people of Sikkim, a Raj 
Bhavan communiqué in-
forms.

In his message the 
Governor has said, “Pang 
Lhabsol, the festival with 
cultural and historical sig-
nificance to the people of 
Sikkim is unique and ex-
clusive to our Sikkimese 
identity. It was on this day 
in the 13th century AD, 
that a solemn pact of unity 
and brotherhood between 
the Lepcha and the Bhutia 
tribes was made at the his-
toric Kabi Lungtsok. The 
pact between the Lepcha 
chieftain Thekong Thek 
and Bhutia chieftain Khye 
Bumsa with majestic and 
revered Mt Khangchend-
zonga as the principal 
witness, has laid the foun-
dation for Sikkim as the 
land of brotherhood, uni-
ty, peace and tranquility. 

We worship our 
guardian deity, Mt 
Khangchendzonga and 

offer gratitude for guard-
ing all Sikkimese from 
natural disasters, dis-
eases and catastrophes, 
and also seek continued 
patronage and blessings 
for  future.

The festival reflects 
Sikkimese ethos and is 
unique in the sense that it 
is celebrated as the festival 
of unity with much rever-
ence by Lepchas, Bhutias, 
Nepalese, Vyaparis and 
people belonging to dif-
ferent ethnic groups and 
faiths in Sikkim. I com-
pliment the efforts of the 
Pang Lhabsol Celebration 
Committee for keeping 
the sanctity of the festival 
intact all these years and 
celebrating our unity and 
brotherhood with special 
veneration to Mother Na-
ture. On this auspicious 
occasion, let us all put for-
ward our collective efforts 
towards strengthening 
and fostering brother-
hood and harmony among 
all sections of Sikkimese 
population. Let us renew 
our pledge to preserve our 
distinct Sikkimese identi-
ty till eternity.”

Indian Army commemorates 52nd 
Anniv of 1967 Nathu La skirmish

SuMMIT REPoRT
Gangtok, 12 Sept:

Indian Army commem-
orated the 52nd anni-

versary of the Nathu La 
skirmish at Sherathang 
War Memorial, near 
Nathu La on 11 Sept, 
2019, a press release 
informs. GOC of the Di-
vision laid wreath and 
paid tribute to honour 
the martyrs and remem-
bered their sacrifice for 
the sovereignty and in-
tegrity of the nation.

This year, celebra-
tions were made even 
more special by the pres-
ence of veterans of 1967 
skirmish and their fam-
ily members. Brigadier 
NC Gupta, Sena Medal, 
Lieutenant Colonel At-
tar Singh and Major KV 
Chandra Sekhar who had 
taken part in the oper-
ations laid wreaths in 
memory of their fallen 
comrades. 

The ceremony was 
also attended by the 
presence of nephew 
and two grandsons of 
Late Captain, PS Dagar, 

Vir Chakra, one of the 
heroes of the Nathu La 
skirmish. The veterans 
interacted with the sol-
diers and narrated the 
heroism of troops tasked 
to protect the mother-
land which was very in-
spiring to each and every 
one present in the cere-
mony.

The Nathu La skir-

mish was one of the finest 
hours of the Indian Army 
wherein our troops stood 
firm and resolute against 
the unprovoked bellig-
erence by the adversary, 
the release states. 

“The courage and 
fortitude displayed by 
own soldiers showed 
to the nation and world 
that Indian Army would 

never waiver from its 
solemn duty of protect-
ing our motherland. 
The “Tri colour” con-
tinues to flutter with 
pride, determination 
and sacrifice of our 
soldiers at Nathu La 
and our nation shall 
always remain grate-
ful to them,” the release 
further mentions. 
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Classifieds
GENERAL LAND FoR SALE

Roadside plots for sale at Adampool, Ranipool-
Rumtek highway.

For details contact: 9083826462

FLAT FoR RENT/LEASE
Fully furnished 3BHK flat available for rent/

lease at Church Road near DPH. Roadside and 
five minutes walking distance from MG Marg.

For more details: 9083826462 /9832556698

ANTHyESTI KRIyA
The anthyesthi Kriya of Nar Bdr Gurung , rtd , 
Record Officer Health deptt and also Vice Pres-
ident in Paramedical who left 
for his heavenly abode falls on 
5th of September 2019 at Ahley 
,Namthang south Sikkim. All rel-
atives, friends and well wishers 
are requested to join us in offer-
ing our prayers for the depart-
ed soul on 18.09.2019 at Ahley ,Namthang south 
Sikkim

Family Members 

Missing ‘i’, additional ‘t’ -- 52 errors in 
J-K Reorganisation Act corrected by govt

New Delhi, Sept 12 
(PTI): Missing ‘i’, addi-
tional ‘t’ and the year 
1951 becoming 1905 - 
the central government 
made over 50 glaring 
errors in the legislation 
to bifurcate Jammu and 
Kashmir, which the op-
position alleged was 
brought in “hastily” last 
month.

The government 
came out with a fix on 
Thursday -- a three-page 
corrigenda announcing 
the corrections in the 
Jammu and Kashmir Re-
organisation Act, passed 
by Parliament on August 
7. A gazette notification 
on the Act was issued on 
August 9 after President 

Ram Nath Kovind gave 
his stamp of approval.

In the Act, “Adminis-
trator” became “Admin-
strator’’, “article” became 
“artcle’’, “territories’’ be-
came “Tterritories’’, “Sha-
riat” became “Shariet’’ 
and “Safai Karamcharis” 
became “Safaikaram-
charis”.

These were some 
examples of the 52 mis-
takes the government 
had committed while 
notifying the Jammu and 
Kashmir Reorganisation 
Act.

The Act even men-
tioned that there will be 
delimitation of the par-
liamentary constituen-
cies of Jammu and Kash-

mir. The corrigenda said 
that the sentence has 
been omitted now.

It mentioned “State of 
Jammu and Kashmir” in-
stead of “Union territory 
of Jammu and Kashmir”, 
“Institutions Act, 2004” 
became “Institutes Act, 
2005” and “1909” be-
came “1951”.

While “Scheduled 
Castes” became “Scheduled 
Caste’’, “figures’’ became 
“figure’’, “publish” became 
“published” and “entry 2” 
became “entry 4”.

“With this corrigenda, 
the government has cor-
rected the anomalies in the 
Jammu and Kashmir Re-
organisation Act,” a home 
ministry official said.

CM’s greetings on 
Pang Lhabsol

Gangtok, 12 Sept 
(IPR):
Chief Minister, PS Ta-
mang (Golay) has extend-
ed his warm greetings 
on the occasion of Pang 
Lhabsol. 

In his message the 
Chief Minister has said, 
“It is believed that Pang 
Lhabsol is the only festi-
val in the world that cel-
ebrates in true and elab-
orate grandeur the sense 
of belonging of an indi-
vidual, communal har-
mony, brotherhood and 
the faith in our mountain 
deity. Let us all take for-
ward the legacy of wis-
dom that our forebears 
have passed down to us 
through generations and 
let us bow down to our 
sacred summit, safe in 
the fact that we are for-
ever protected. I pray to 
our guardian deity and 
our protectors to pro-
tect Sikkim and bless the 

Sikkimese people with 
happiness, peace and 
well-being.”

Pang Lhabsol is a 
festival that pays hom-
age to all the guardian 
deities and protectors of 
Sikkim. It also celebrates 
communal harmony and 
brotherhood amongst 
the Sikkimese people. 

During the festival, 
Dzonga (the represen-
tation of Mount Khangc-
hendzonga), Gonpo (Ma-
hakaal) and Dragpo Deshi 
(the guardian of the four 
directions) are venerated 
and worshipped. The fes-
tival was introduced and 
popularised by the third 
Chogyal (ruler) of Sikkim, 
Chakdor Namgyal.

Pang Lhabsol also 
commemorates the Trea-
ty of Brotherhood be-
tween the Lepchas and 
the Bhutias that was 
sworn in at Kabi in the 
15th Century

Sikkim Aakraman FC...
 and to provide exposure to them or to bring referees from outside for smooth 

running of the game but SFA has declined our request every time saying it does not 
have enough money to do that,” he said.

On behalf of supporters, the club officials have apologized to the referee for the 
incident and stated that it was nothing personal but was only against the decision. 

Mr Wangchuk clarified that the club has nothing against local referees but 
wants them to improve with more exposure.

Instead of supporting players the association has wasted the future of 22 play-
ers and crushed the hopes of the club to play I-League, he added. 

Accusing SFA of defaming the club, Sikkim Aakraman has demanded a public 
apology from SFA. He also alleged that by imposing a fine of Rs. 30,000 on the club, 
SFA has arranged the prize money for the league which is Rs. 25,000.

Coach, Mr Karthak stated that the allegation against him is a first in his career.
“I have been targeted for repeatedly raising my voice to bring better and expe-

rienced referees from outside,” he said.

SFA Referee Board wants Aakraman 
to admit mistake and apologise

SuMMIT REPoRT
Gangtok, 12 Sept: 

Sikkim Football Associ-
ation’s Referee Board 

has asserted that the re-
cent manhandling of a 
referee after the Sikkim 
League match was very 
unfortunate. 

While strongly con-
demning the incident, 
the Referee Board de-
manded that the club 
first accept its mistake 
and then apologize to the 
referee in public.

Addressing a press 
conference here this 
afternoon, the referee 
in question, Subash Ta-
mang, claimed that a 
group of supporters and 
players of the Sikkim 
Aakraman Football Club 

attacked him after their 
match with Sikkim Police 
recently.

He stated that the at-
tack could have ended 
much worse if SFA offi-
cials had not intervened 
and protected him. 

He stressed that it 
was the duty of the coach 
to keep players in con-
trol but this particular 
incident, it was the coach 
who was seen provoking 
the players. Mr Tamang 
is convinced that if the 
coach had displayed 
more responsibility, no 
incident would have oc-
curred that day.

He asserted that such 
attacks on referees were 
not healthy for the game. 

“We are ready to com-

promise but they should 
first accept their mistake 
and apologize in public 
and agree to our other 
terms,” he said. 

He pointed out that 
such attacks on the ref-
erees have taken place 
in the past as well, but 
this time the attack took 
place off the field and af-
ter the match which was 
an even more dangerous 
trend. It is informed that 
Mr Tamang has also reg-
istered a general diary in 
Sadar Thana.

Likewise, Head of 
Referees, Bikash Prad-
han, stated that the at-
tack was unfortunate 
and not something one 
expected from a big club 
like Sikkim Aakraman FC. 

He stated that if SFA offi-
cials Phurba Sherpa and 
Tenzing Lachungpa had 
not intervened, the refer-
ee could have sustained 
grievous injuries. 

Mr Pradhan informed 
that SFA had brought ref-
erees from outside the 
State last year and that 
even they were attacked 
on the ground. 

He added that refer-
ees were not safe until 
the coaches played a 
role and controlled 
their teams instead of 
provoking them. He 
expressed satisfaction 
with the decision taken 
by SFA to ban Sikkim 
Aakraman and its of-
ficials and players for 
a year. 

Residential sports academy for girls to be established in Soreng
Soreng,  12 Sept [IPR]: 
Chief  Minister PS Ta-
mang [Golay] visited 
various places in Soreng-
Chakung constituency 
today. Upon arrival, he 
was accorded a warm 
welcome by the officers, 
employees and the peo-
ple of the constituency 
led by the area MLA, his 
son, Aditya Golay, and the 
Political Secretary Jacob 
Khaling.

A short coordination 
meeting was convened 
with the Sports & Youth 
Affairs Department at 
Chakung Playground 
where the following 
points were discussed 
and finalized:

1. State level girls’ 
residential sports acad-
emy to be established at 
Soreng.

2. “Khel Mahakumbh” 
to be organised at State 
Level in the year 2020.

3. Chakung ground 
to be developed under 
“Khelo India” project.

4. Interschool sports 
tournaments to be or-
ganised during vacations.

5. All sports-related 
extracurricular activi-
ties at schools which are 
usually conducted under 
Education Department 
will now be transferred 
to Sports & Youth Affairs 
Department.

6. Tourism oriented 
activities to be included 
during L. D. Kazi Gold 
Cup tournament.

The Chief Minister 
then interacted with the 
people of the locality at 
Hingwa Tar picnic sport. 

During the interac-
tion, the Chief Minister 
underlined the impor-
tance of LD Kazi Gold Cup 
Football tournament and 
its historical value.

Youth-oriented pro-
grammes are to be in-
cluded through tourism 
activities during the 
tournament, he added.

Concerned about the 
youth of the locality, he 
suggested that contrac-
tors include local youth 
as per their capacity at 
the time of infrastructure 
development works.

He also informed the 
gathering that most of 
the recommendations 
could be done by the 
area MLA and the peo-
ple needn’t approach the 

Chief Minister for each 
and every work. Only the 
mandatory matters be 
submitted to the Chief 
Minister, it was directed.

He also commented 
that individuals were 
personally appearing be-
fore him for all category 
medical aid and grant 
applications. In this con-
text, he apprised that 
a medical assistance 
team has been consti-
tuted comprising of 
Administrators, Doc-
tors and the Party Ex-
ecutive members who 
not only receive appli-
cations but also pursue 
the file till its success-
ful outcome. Hence he 
urged the people to use 
the Medical Team and 
facility provided for the 
poor, sick and deserving 
people.

The CM then visited 
Chakung Science College 

and interacted with the 
Principal, Sudhan Prad-
han, and the staff and 
students.

The Chief Minister 
listened patiently to the 
grievances placed by 
the Principal, staff and 
students and assured to 
render all necessary sup-
port for smooth running 
of the college and well-
being of the employees 
concerned.

In the evening, the 
Chief Minister inspected 
the site for construction 
of Science College and 
other institutions within 
the BAC. 

The Chief Minister 
also visited the Samaj 
Ghar constructed under 
the auspices of Chakung 
Raigaon Association. 

The Chief Minister 
then interacted with the 
people of the locality till 
late in the night.

Poshan Maah awareness 
rally in Namchi

Namchi, 12 Sept (IPR):
Social Justice and Wel-
fare Department, South 
District organised an 
awareness rally of ‘Posh-
an Maah’ under Poshan 
Abhiyan in Namchi today. 

The rally had the pres-
ence of Deputy Director 
Education Department, 
DB Rai, CDPO Namchi, 
Laxman Tamang, District 
Programme Coordina-
tor for Poshan Abhiyan, 
Jyothsna Khatiwara 
along with supervisors of 
ICDS, students and Agan-
wadi workers. 

The rally took off 
from Central Park via Car 
Plaza covering Bhutia 
Busty, DAC Road and cul-
minated at Central Park 
wherein the students 
carried out placard and 
slogans with the message 

of nutritional diet. 
Approximately 100 

students from Nam-
chi Senior Secondary 
School, New Secondary 
School, Namchi Girls Se-
nior Secondary School 
and Aaganwadi workers 
participated in the rally 
which was supported by 
Namchi Municipal Coun-
cil, Health and Police De-
partments. 

The month of Sep-
tember has been chosen 
as Posh Maah to cele-
brate wherein various 
activities will be carried 
out to take the message 
of nutrition to every 
nook and corner of the 
country and to focus on 
complimentary food, 
treatment and preven-
tion from infections in 
children.

Dr Higa interacts with farmers, suggests remedies for crop diseases
SuMMIT REPoRT
Gangtok, 12 Sept:

Founder of Effective 
Microbes (EM) tech-

nology, Dr Teruo Higa 
had an interactive meet-
ing with over 40 farmers 
near Saramsa Garden 
today, a press release in-
forms. 

Dr Higa along with 
his team from Japan and 
Chairman of the Maple 
Orgtech Group, Madan 
Mohanka visited the farm 
of Kailash Thapa Magar 
(who has won state and 
national awards for his 
success in kal nunia vari-
ety rice production)  and 
inspected various crops 
planted n the field. 

He observed that the 
fields using EM had pos-
itive energy emanating 
while those without had 
weak energy fields. Dr 
Higa was introduced to 
the farmers by Former 
Chairman Agriculture 
Board, DN Sapkota and 
himself a pioneer in in-
troducing EM technology 

in Sikkim. 
Dr Higa congratulat-

ed the farmers for their 
success in organic farm-
ing and making the state 
of Sikkim recognised all 
over the world as an or-
ganic state. He said the 
use of EM technology 
would bring about pos-
itive results not only in 
terms of their crops but 
also in overall health and 
happiness of the farmers. 
He answered questions 
which the farmers had, 
regarding various pests 
and diseases and offered 
solutions to farmers us-
ing EM technology.  

Dr Higa also dis-
tributed felicitations 
to local farmers and 
a student who had 
excelled in organic 
farming and EM use 
and enjoyed an organ-
ic lunch of ethnic food 
with them. 

Later, Dr Higa vis-
ited the large carda-
mom field of Saroj Rai 
of Namcheybong and 

was shown the disease 
of phurkey affecting the 
crop which was resulting 
in the cardamom plant 
dying within 3–4 years 
as against a lifetime of 
10–15 years earlier.  

Dr Higa suggested the 
use of ground charcoal 
and salt with EM solution 
for the disease and said 
he was confident that it 
would be arrested. A sim-
ilar solution was offered 
for orange plants affect-
ed by die back disease.  

It may be recalled that 
Dr Higa in his lecture on 

Wednesday had suggest-
ed the creation of a mag-
netic field using bottles 
of EM solution and char-
coal around crop fields 
for warding off attacks of 
monkeys and wild boar. 

In his final day in Sik-
kim the world renowned 
professor from the Uni-
versity of the Ryukyus 
in Okinawa expressed 
happiness at the extent 
of green cover and pos-
itive energy in the state 
and said it was a model 
for the whole world to 
emulate. 

MP visits CCCT Chisopani

SuMMIT REPoRT
Gangtok, 12 Sept:

Lok Sabha MP, Indra 
Hang Subba made a 

courtesy visit to Centre 
for Computer and Com-
munication Technology 
(CCCT), Chisopani, Jore-
thang today.

During the visit, the 
MP visited Electrical Lab, 
Library, Computer Lab 
and Project Lab.

He also had an inter-
action with Principal, 
students, lecturers, Lab 
Instructor and office 
staff. During his inter-

action many issues and 
grievances where shared 
by students, lecturers 
and office staff.

The MP assured to 
look into the grievances 
of the Institute and urged 
students to focus on their 
studies. He appreciated 
the way the library was 
maintained and said that 
reading must be encour-
aged amongst students. 

Mr Subba also vis-
ited Sikkim Institute of 
Science and Technology 
(SIST) and interacted 
with the students.

Awareness on Child Labour held at Rangpo 
SuMMIT REPoRT
Gangtok, 12 Sept:

Sikkim State Legal Ser-
vices Authority under 

the directions of Execu-
tive Chairperson, Sikkim 
SLSA, Justice Meenak-
shi Madan Rai, orga-
nized a skit on ‘Child 
Labour’ along with the 
9th Semester students 
of Sikkim University at 
Rangpo Bazaar on 03 
Sept, 2019 and with 
5th Semester students 

of Sikkim Government 
Law College, Burtuk at 
MG Marg, Gangtok on 
11 Sept, 2019.  A press 
release informs that 
the skit was organized 
to generate awareness 
amongst people that 
any form of cruelty to 
a child is an offence un-
der the Juvenile Justice 
(Care and Protection of 
Children) Act, 2015 and 
engaging a child below 
14 years for any domes-

tic work is a crime. The 
gathering was also ap-

prised about the Right to 
Education Act.
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GovERNMENT oF SIKKIM
oFFICE oF  THE CHIEF ENGINEER

RuRAL DEvELoPMENT DEPARTMENT
E Procurement Notice

Bid ID No  SK-PMGSY II Batch I Online (2019-20)
The Chief Engineer, RM &DD on behalf of Governor of Sikkim invites percentage rate bid through e-procurement. The bid 
should be submitted online in web site www.pmgsytendersskm.gov.in for construction of respective work as detailed in the 
above website by contractors of appropriate class with the State Government for execution of Civil works. The bidders should 
have necessary portal enrolment with his own Digital Signature Certificate (DSC).

Procurement 
Officer

Bid Identifica-
tion No.

Availability of tender online for 
bidding

Last date of time for 
seeking tender clarifi-
cation

Date & time of Opening of 
tender

From To

Chief Engi-
neer, RDD

SK- PMGSY II 
online (2019-
20)

10/09/2019 14/10/2019 
upto 4.30 PM

03/10/2019 upto 4.00 
PM

15/10/2019 from 11.00 
AM onwards.

Sd/-
Chief Engineer-cum-Empowered Officer

Rural Development Department
Government of Sikkim

Gangtok.
PMGSy-II(Batch-I) RE-TENDER 5 2019-20

Sl Dis-
trict

Pkg.No. Block Name 
of Road 
works

Road 
Length 
in kms

Tender 
amount 
(Rs in 
Lakhs)

Grade of 
Contrac-
tors

Jurisdiction Earnest 
Mon-
ey in 
Lakhs

Tender 
form 
cost

Com-
ple-
tion 
Time.

1. East East 
SK02 P9 
RT5

Pakyo-
ng

MRL05-Da-
hal Turning 
to Lower 
Bering in 
East Sikkim

2 181.99 All class 
III Con-
tractors 
enlisted 
with the 
Sikkim 
Public 
Works 
Depart-
ment

Competitive 
bidding 
within the 
territorial 
jurisdiction 
of the Gram 
Pancha-
yat/ Urban 
Local bodies 
where the 
work is to be 
executed.

4.55 30000 1 
YEAR

   

R.O No. 180/IPR/Pub/Classi./19-20   Date: 10.9.2019

GovERNmENt of SIKKIm
offIcE of tHE DIStRIct collEctoR

DIStRIct aDmINIStRatIvE cENtRE
RabDENtSE, WESt SIKKIm – 737113

EMPLOYMENT NOTICE
Sl.
No.

NAME OF POST VACANCY CONSOLIDATED PAY RESERVED 
FOR

1 Centre Administrator 1 20000/-per month WOMEN
2. Legal Councellor 2 15000/-per month ANY
3. Legal Aid & Counselling 1 15000/-per month ANY

4. Psycho Social Counsellor 1 15000/-per month WOMEN
5. Medical Assistant 1 15000/-per month WOMEN
6. Case Worker 3 12000/-per month WOMEN
7. IT Staff 1 12000/-per month ANY
8. Office Helper 2 10000/-per month ANY

Eligibility requirements for the service:-
1. Centre Management: Any women having a Law Degree/ Masters in 
Social Work with at least 5 years’ experience of working on violence against 
women issues in an administrative set-up with a Government or Non-Gov-
ernment project/program and preferably with at least 1 years’ experience of 
counseling either within or outside the same set-up. Should be a resident of 
the local community.
2. Case Worker: Any women having a Law Degree/ Masters In Social Work 
with at least 3 years’ experience of working on violence against women 
issues in a Government or Non-Government project/program. Should be a 
resident of the local community.
3. Legal Counselor: Any person having a background in Law/ Social Sci-
ence with para legal training or Knowledge of Laws with at least 3 years’ 
experience of working Government or Non-Government project/program.
4. Legal Aid and Counseling: Any practicing lawyer with at least 2 years’ 
experience of litigation in the court of fact.
5. Medical Assistance: Any women having professional degree in paramed-
ics with a background in health right and preferably with at least 3 years’ 
experience of working within a Government or Non-Government Health 
project/program.
6. For Psycho-Social Counseling: Any women having a post graduate de-
gree in Social Work/ Clinical Psychology with at least 3 years’ experience of 
working as Counselor/Psychotherapist in a reputed Mental Health Institute/
Clinic at the District Level.
7. For IT Activities: Any person with Graduation and Diploma in computers /
IT etc. with minimum 3 years of experience in data management, process 
documentation and Web based reporting format, video conferencing in 
either at the level of State/District/ Non-Government/IT based organization.
8. For Mutli-purpose Activities: Any Literate Person with 3 years of experi-
ence of working as a helper, peon etc.
Selection Process will be Interview based and the Resume of the candi-
dates are to reach the Office of CDPO Gyalshing by 27th September, 2019. 
Interview will be conducted on 1st October 2019 at the DAC Conference 
Hall, Rabdentse, West Sikkim.

R.O. No. 183/IPR/Pub/Classi./19-20 Date: 10.9.19

Awareness lecture for law students organized by SSLSA
Gangtok, 12 Sept 
(IPR):
An Awareness Lecture 
on “Powers of Supreme 
Court and High Courts 
to Issue Directions and 
Orders in the Nature of 
Habeas Corpus, Man-
damus, Prohibition, 
Quo Warranto and Ce-
tiorari”, was organized 
at the Moot Court Hall, 
Sikkim Government 
Law College, Burtuk, 
East Sikkim on 12 Sept, 
2019, as per a press re-
lease.

The lecture was 
organized by Sikkim 
State Legal Services 

Authority under the 
direction of Executive 
Chairperson, Sikkim 
State Legal Services Au-
thority, Justice, Meenak-
shi Madan Rai, Judge, 

High Court of Sikkim for 
students of Sikkim Gov-
ernment Law College, 
Burtuk, ICFAI University, 
Sichey and Sikkim Uni-
versity, Tadong.

The Resource Per-
sons for the programme 
were Panel Advocates of 
Sikkim SLSA, SS Hamal 
and Zangpo Sherpa. 

Mr Hamal deliberat-

ed on the topic “Habeas 
Corpus, Mandamus and 
Prohibition” while Mr 
Sherpa deliberated on 
the topic “Quo Warran-
to and Certiorari”.  The 
awareness lecture was 
an effort to make the law 
students understand the 
concept of Writs, the va-
rieties of Writs and what 
each Writ encapsulates.

The welcome ad-
dress was delivered by 
Member Secretary, Sik-
kim SLSA, Sonam Palden 
Bhutia, while the vote of 
thanks was proposed by 
Under Secretary, Sikkim 
SLSA, Praveen Pradhan.

War veterans call on Governor

Summit Report
Gangtok, 12 Sept:

A delegation of three 
1967 War Veterans 

of Indian Army namely, 
Major (Retd), KV Chan-
drashekheran, Lt Col 
(Retd), Attar Singh and 
Vijay Dagar accompanied 
by  their family members 
and staff, called on Gov-
ernor, Ganga Prasad at 
Raj Bhavan today.

A press release in-
forms that it was a cour-
tesy call by the veter-
ans who are in Sikkim 
for their annual tour to 
Nathu-La Border Post to 
honour and remember 
the sacrifice made by 
Indian Soldiers in 1967 
conflict with China.

It may be mentioned 
that Indian Army com-
memorates 11 Septem-
ber every year as Sha-
heed Diwas at Nathula 
Border Post to offer 

homage to 87 Indian Sol-
diers who lost their lives 
fighting with Chinese 
troops in the Indo-Chi-
na clash in 1967. A to-
tal of 193 soldiers were 
also injured during what 
could be called as a full 
blown conflict in 1967. 
The annual tour of the 
members of the Indian 
Army posted in Nathula 
is facilitated by Indian 
Army and coordinated 
17 Mtn. Division, Gang-
tok. 

In a brief interac-
tion with the Governor, 
Lt Col (retd), Attar 
Singh recounted the 
details of the war and 
described how Indian 
soldiers fought tooth 
and nail to safeguard 
every inch of Indian 
territory along the 
Nathula border. 

He also mentioned 
that some 250–300 

Chinese soldiers were 
also reported to be killed 
during the conflict. The 
veterans expressed their 
happiness on the oppor-
tunity to visit Nathula 
after almost 52 years of 
the conflict on the occa-
sion of Shaheed Diwas 
yesterday. 

The Governor ex-
pressed his pleasure on 
meeting the veterans 
who have sacrificed their 
youth in guarding our 
frontiers. 

He also acknowl-
edged the sterling con-
tribution of members of 
Armed Forces in secur-
ing our sovereignty and 
freedom enabling every 
Indian citizen to live in 
peace and security. 

He extended best 
wishes to the veterans 
and wished them good 
health and happiness 
ahead in life.    

Governor’s 
greetings on 

Indrajatra
SuMMIT REPoRT
Gangtok, 12 Sept:

Governor of Sikkim, 
Ganga Prasad has ex-

tended warm greetings 
and good wishes to the 
people of Sikkim on the 
auspicious occasion of 
‘Indrajatra’, as per a Raj 
Bhavan press release.  

In his message the 
Governor has said, “The 
festival of Indrajatra, cel-
ebrated by our Newari 
brethren is observed 
in the honour of Indra, 
the principal deity as 
per Hindu tradition and 
scriptures. Indrajatra is 
yet another manifesta-
tion of our cultural diver-
sity which we are proud 
to display. It has added 
another colour to diverse 
Sikkimese tradition and 
its capacity to assimilate 
diversity. 

The occasion also re-
affirms our commitment 
and priority to work 
toward strengthening 
our social fabric. Let 
us all work for social 
cohesion   and nur-
ture   peace, harmony 
and brotherhood pre-
vailing in the State for 
posterity.”

SISCo holds 20th Annual General Meeting

Gangtok, 12 Sept 
(IPR):
Sikkim State Co Oper-
ation Bank Ltd held its 
20th Annual General 
Meeting at Hotel Rendez-
vous, Gangtok.

The meeting was held 
under Section 32(1) of 
the Sikkim Co opera-
tive Societies Act, 1978 
read by Law No 30 of 
the Bye Laws of the Bank 
to transact the banking 
business.

In the meeting all the 
facts sheet of the Bank 
was discussed. 

Secretary of Co-op-
eration department, 
Hari Kumar Sharma 
shared his views about 
SISCO bank. He said 
that SISCO is a public 
sector banking and fi-
nancial services stat-
utory body fostering 
the State economy and 
serving the hopes of its 

population, commit-
ted to provide simple, 
responsive and innova-
tive financial solution. 
He stated that interest of 
the common man always 
remained at the core of 
its business with a cus-
tomer centric approach, 
services to meet the ex-
pectations of financial 
life cycle of its valued cli-
entele. 

He further added that 
the bank plays a funda-
mental role in making 
the government and 
SISCO has always been 
in the forefront to em-
brace changes without 
losing sight of its value 
such as transparency, 
sustainability, social 
responsibility and cus-
tomer services.

GM & OIC, Rosie 
Tshering, NABARD in her 
address appreciated the 
way bank has been pros-

perous. She shared about 
the Central Government 
Announcement 2019–
2020 Kishan Credit Card 
(KCC). 

Its objective is to 
meet the comprehensive 
credit requirements of 
the agriculture sector 
and by 2019 for fisher-
ies and animal husband-
ry by giving financial 
supports to farmers. 
She urged participating 
institution SISCO bank 
to co-operate fully.

Later, there was 
an interactive session 
where it aimed to pro-
mote exchange of knowl-
edge between the bank, 
stakeholders and its 
shareholders.

The meeting was 
attended by Board of 
Directors of the bank, 
stakeholders, share-
holders, officials and 
staff of Bank.

A champ at 9, Tshering 
Tashi inspires with his 
passion for swimming

SAGAR CHHETRI
Gangtok, 12 Sept:

Nine-year-old Tsher-
ing Tashi is prov-

ing to be an inspiration 
for even older aspiring 
swimmers of the State. 
He has already prov-
en his mettle and tal-
ent with outstanding 
achievements in a very 
short time.

Tshering is the young-
est son of Karma Doma 
Bhutia and Tsewang Nor-
bu Bhutia of Ranka, East 
Sikkim. He is a class IV 
student of Tashi Namgyal 
Academy. Inspired by his 
elder brother and after 
convincing his parents 
and coach, he started 
swimming at 5 when he 
was still a kindergartner.

His dedication and in-
terest was so strong that 
Tshering started to re-
port for swimming class 
at the TNA swimming 
pool at 6:30 in the morn-
ing every day. Remember, 
he ahd to travel all the 
way from Ranka. 

And he has stayed the 
course and practices ev-
ery morning from 6:30 to 
7:30am and again from 
2:30pm to 4:30 in the eve-
ning.  He started swimming 
under coaches Peter Lep-
cha and Mickma Lepcha 
[Akula] and is currently 
taking training under coach 
Karishma Poudyal.

Tshering proved his 
mettle by winning a silver 
medal in group-4 of sub-ju-
nior category in his compe-
tition debut at the state-lev-
el swimming championship 
organised by Sikkim Ama-
teur Swimming Association 

[SASA] in 2017. 
In the next edition of 

the state-level swimming 
competition, he bagged 4 
gold medals in his category 
and was adjudged the Best 
Swimmer in the sub-junior 
category.

In the latest edition of 
the tournament, Tsher-
ing won 6 gold medals, 1 
bronze medal and 1 silver 
medal in his category and 
also in a few upgraded 
age categories. He also de-
fended his title of the Best 
Swimmer in sub-junior cat-
egory this year.

“I will practice even 
harder to participate in na-
tional and international lev-
el competitions. We don’t 
have heated water in our 
swimming pool so I cannot 
practice all year round. If 
we were to get heaters then 
we can practice throughout 
the year,” he shares. 

Swimming at TNA is 
held from April to mid-Oc-
tober.  Tshering has thanked 
his parents for constantly 
supporting his passion.

He who does well in 
all styles and wants to be 
a swimmer like Olympic 
medallist, Michael Phelps.

Tshering’s parents ex-
pressed their happiness 
and satisfaction with the 
performance and achieve-
ments of their son. They 
add that the State has de-
veloped a lot of swimming 
talent and all that these 
swimmers needed was an 
Olympic size swimming 
pools and other infrastruc-
ture and facilities to bring 
out national and interna-
tional swimmers from the 
State. 

2 held with brown sugar in odisha
Jajpur (Odisha), Sep 12 
(PTI): Two persons have 
been arrested from Odis-
ha’s Jajpur district after 4 
four gram of brown sug-
ar was seized from their 
possession, police said on 
Thursday.

Officers of Jajpur Town 
police station, on the basis 
of a tip-off, carried out a 

raid and arrested the ac-
cused persons from their 
hideout near Kianalikula 
Chhak area on Wednes-
day, a police officer said.

Two mobile phones 
were also recovered from 
them, he said, adding the 
value of the contraband is 
around Rs 35,000.

“A case under the Nar-

cotic Drugs and Psychotic 
Substances (NDPS) Act has 
been registered against 
the arrested persons,” the 
Inspector-in-Charge of Ja-
jpur Town police station, 
A K Sahoo, said.

The accused are resi-
dents of Bada Mahala area 
under the jurisdiction of 
Binjharpur police station.
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WRITE US: 
Readers are invited to comment 
on, criticise, run down, even 
appreciate if they like something in 
this paper. Letters carrying abusive/ 
indecorous language and personal 
attacks, except when against people 
responsible in this newspaper 
(who are fair game), will have to 
be ignored. Letters which carry 
forward a conversation or initiate a 
dialogue will command immediate 
attention and receive prominence.  
Mail us at: news@summittimes.com

Road Repairs
Let’s get the real experts in for once 

The monsoon is on its final legs. It should have 
gone by now, but persists still. Interestingly, the 

monsoon, despite the met office having predicted 
an above average season will be slightly below nor-
mal in most parts of the country. Doesn’t feel like it 
if one uses the roads, does it? And that is a statis-
tic that needs to be highlighted when one discuss-
es the connectivity issues of the region. NH10 acted 
up throughout, in fact, with even more unreliability 
than when it was NH31A. The North Sikkim Highway 
remains a dangerous gauntlet to run and just about 
every other highway, whether in Sikkim or in neigh-
bouring Darjeeling, has remained a doubtful trav-
el proposition. Portions of roads across the region 
are either collapsing or getting buried. Yes, it was 
monsoon and the hills are fragile, even a lay person 
knows that. Fine, the concerned agencies, depend-
ing on which road is under stress, are clearing the 
debris or pushing up retaining walls, but even this 
much the lay people can do. Equipped with excava-
tors and earth movers, every village along highways 
could double as road clearers, charging a retainer-
ship for their service to get the roads ‘open’. If the 
present level of service can be delivered with per-
sonnel with expertise in driving specialist vehicles, 
they why is an army of engineers being retained by 
Departments which have inherited the roads from 
Border Roads Organisation? Of course, the same 
question also applied the past three below-normal 
monsoon years when BRO was still ‘responsible’ for 
at least NH10. Why are there agencies with specific 
duties to look after roads being financed by the State 
and the Centre? If repair is all that these agencies 
can deliver, why not set aside budgets earmarked for 
villages around notorious trouble-spots? That way, 
the crores that go out on salaries towards engineers 
and experts can also be invested directly on repairs 
and shared out among the basti-wallahs.

The point being made here is that repairs are 
short-term measures; measures that anyone con-
fronted with a broken road will devise. What one 
expects of agencies with the human and material re-
sources to look after roads, are more long-term cor-
rections and better advance planning. It confounds 
all logic that a more permanent solution is not 
available for landslides that come down every year 
around the same spots. In these times of scientific 
temper, it is bewildering that the mechanics of road 
repairs has not developed beyond wire-meshed re-
taining walls and bull-dozer clearances. Given that 
NH10 is a ‘strategically important lifeline’, by now, 
an inch-by-square inch mapping of the road align-
ment should have been at hand with projections on 
which contour can take how much rainfall before 
collapsing. A special cell should be monitoring the 
rainfall records at regular intervals to organise road-
gangs and support equipment the moment precip-
itation hits the red band for a particular area. But 
these again are about response to road blockages. 
What at least NH10 should have received by now is a 
proper plan on how to tame at least the troublespots 
that have troubled every monsoon for decades now. 
There can be no acceptable explanation for collapses 
and blockages at the same spots year on year. Blam-
ing the hydel projects will not do, because even these 
projects are permanent features now, and solutions 
should be worked for them. There is no excuse for 
why a long-term plan to settle these stretches is 
either not available or not successful. While Sik-
kim pushes the demand for an alternate highway, it 
should also start demanding that ‘real’ experts be 
commissioned to recommend the engineering basics 
that will hold together NH10 more resolutely in the 
future.

With all eyes on Kashmir, a storm is brewing over India’s 
longest-running peace process with Naga militants

Alex Waterman
theconversation.com

As the fallout from India’s decision 
to revoke the autonomy of Kash-

mir in early August continues, recent 
weeks have also seen troubling signs 
emanating from the oft-forgotten 
Naga-inhabited regions in the far 
north-eastern corner of India.

Peace talks with Nagas pushing 
for independence, which have been 
going on for more than two decades, 
recently entered rocky waters. In-
dia’s decision to revoke Article 370 
and 35A of the constitution that guar-
anteed Kashmir’s autonomy has add-
ed fuel to an existing sense of unease 
over the peace process to end India’s 
longest insurgency.

The Naga demand for indepen-
dence began when the British first 
arrived in the 1840s, introducing a 
limited and partial system of rule. 
As India’s independence in 1947 
loomed, the Nagas feared they would 
become subsumed within India’s 
political setup and that their unique 
local identity and culture would be 
eroded. This fuelled demands for a 
Nagaland independent from India, 
with militants of the Naga National 
Council (NNC) turning to violence in 
the mid-1950s.

Since then, there have been de-
cades of bloodshed, factional feuding 
and failed attempts at striking peace 
deals, including creating the state of 
Nagaland in 1963 and granting its 
citizens a series of special privileges 
under Article 371(A) of India’s con-
stitution. 

The most notorious of these failed 
attempts at peace was the 1975 Shil-
long Accord. The short agreement 
contained very little of substance 
beyond a commitment to negotia-
tions and was widely perceived as 
the work of a small faction within 
the NNC. It prompted the National 
Socialist Council of Nagaland (NSCN) 
to break away from the NNC and take 
up arms again. Despite a major split 
in 1988 and multiple further break-
aways since, NSCN factions continue 
to play a powerful role in the politics 
of the region.

PUSH FOR PEACE
The current deadlock concerns 

talks with the NSCN – Isak-Muiv-
ah (NSCN–IM), arguably the most 
powerful armed group in the re-
gion since its formation following 
the 1988 split. Although the group 
signed a ceasefire and began 
talking to New Delhi in 1997, the 
peace process has been a rocky 
one.

Efforts to extend the NSCN-IM 
ceasefire beyond the state of Na-
galand in 2001 led to massive ri-
ots in the neighbouring states of 

Assam, Manipur and Arunachal 
Pradesh. This reflected anxieties 
that extending the peace process into 
these states – which have substantial 
Naga populations – would effective-
ly hand over parts of these states to 
NSCN–IM control, fuelling tensions 
with the ethnic non-Naga popula-
tions in these states. The riots forced 
a government U-turn in the areas be-
yond Nagaland, creating a long-term 
sticking point in the peace talks.

It did receive a shot in the arm in 
August 2015, when Narendra Modi’s 
Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) govern-
ment in New Delhi signed a frame-
work agreement with the NSCN–IM 
that intended to establish the blue-
print for a final peace agreement. 
In the four years since, both parties 
have continuously released optimis-
tic statements suggesting that a final 
resolution is imminent and that most 
of the substantive issues have been 
resolved. 

In July 2018, R N Ravi, who over-
sees the talks on behalf of the Indian 
government, indicated that even the 
longstanding question of the Nagas 
living beyond Nagaland could be re-
solved by extending special rights 
and privileges to them. In March 
2019, Ravi announced that the main 
outstanding issues were merely 
symbolic in nature and concerned 
the NSCN–IM’s demands for a sepa-
rate Naga flag and constitution.

The talks were, however, sus-
pended in the run-up to India’s 
2019 general election. Upon Modi’s 
victory in May, the NSCN–IM wel-
comed the continuity of national 
government and expressed hope 
that the talks would be concluded 
at the soonest possible opportuni-
ty. On August 1, Ravi was appointed 
governor of Nagaland with a view 

to expediting the talks and securing 
a quick resolution, ideally before Oc-
tober or November.

But this initial optimism was 
short-lived. On August 3, NSCN–IM 
revealed that the last round of talks 
it had held with Ravi in Delhi on 26 
July, “did not go well” and accused 
the interlocutor-cum-governor of be-
ing “capricious and bossy”. The group 
also questioned Delhi’s decision to 
appoint Ravi as governor, expressing 
concern that the talks had been re-
duced to the “governor’s level” rather 
than via an interlocutor answerable 
directly to the prime minister.

For the NSCN–IM, symbolic con-
cessions, such as holding talks at the 
highest level of government and a 
separate flag and constitution remain 
crucial in communicating to its con-
stituents that it has secured a sem-
blance of “sovereignty”.

SYMBOLIC ISSUES REMAIN
Even before the election, frustra-

tion was growing at the progress of 
the talks. In February, leading Naga 
civil society organisations boycotted 
a meeting with Ravi, while in March 
the NSCN–IM general secretary, Thu-
ingaleng Muivah, suggested that 
the government was delaying a fi-
nal settlement. The main concern 
among the NSCN-IM negotiators is 
that the government may not grant 
the key symbolic concessions which 
are crucial to the NSCN-IM if it is to 
be able to tell its constituents that it 
has secured Naga sovereignty.

On the ground, tit-for-tat moves 
have led to at least five confronta-
tions in 2019 between NSCN–IM 
personnel and security forces. 
NSCN–IM is also suspected by secu-
rity forces of being behind an am-
bush on May 21 on a political con-
voy in Tirap, Arunachal Pradesh in 

which 11 people, including a prom-
inent local legislator, were killed. 
Such incidents have increased in re-
cent years, underlining the potential 
for escalation when the understand-
ing between the government and the 
NSCN–IM leadership shows signs of 
frailty.

Further complicating matters, the 
NSCN-IM, although the most power-
ful, is by no means the only armed 
group. A separate “Working Commit-
tee” of seven other groups is current-
ly holding its own talks with the gov-
ernment, meaning the NSCN-IM will 
need to reconcile with these factions 
in any peace deal.

Events in Kashmir intersect di-
rectly with the central, symbolic 
questions that are at the heart of the 
vexed Naga political issue. Article 
371(A) ensures that no parliamen-
tary legislation shall apply if it inter-
feres with customary practices, laws 
and land ownership patterns, resem-
bling some of the provisions recently 
withdrawn in Kashmir.

Although Ravi stressed in ear-
ly August that the sanctity of Arti-
cle 371(A) would be preserved, the 
unilateral nature of the revocation 
process in Kashmir has triggered fur-
ther anxiety within Naga civil society, 
with many fearing that the same fate 
awaits them.

New Delhi and its interlocutors in 
the northeast have now set a dead-
line of October or November for 
resolving the peace talks, but have 
much to do to reassure the Nagas 
on these symbolic issues if they 
are to capitalise on this critical 
juncture and end India’s longest 
insurgency.

[the writer is Research Fel-
low in Security, Terrorism & In-

surgency, University of Leeds]

Free preschool, longer school days and affordable day care help keep moms in the paid workforce
Leah Ruppanner, Liana C. Sayer & Stephanie 
Moller
theconversation.com

Women now account for half the nation’s 
working-age population, but only 43% of 

full-time workers.
One reason for that is what happens when 

they have young children. Only about two-thirds 
of moms with kids under 6 work full-time, versus 
more than three-quarters of moms whose young-
est child is between 6 and 17.

Working while balancing the demands of moth-
erhood isn’t easy. Things that come along with chil-
dren – like night-time feedings, diaper changes and 
mountains of laundry – are time-consuming to do 
yourself and expensive to pay someone else to do.

We have spent decades studying how Ameri-
can families spend their time, why some families 
are more prone to economic hardship and which 
policies help families thrive. We teamed up to see 
whether mothers in states with relatively lower 
child care costs are more likely than others to be 
employed once they have children.

STATE DIFFERENCES
U.S. families typically pay the full cost of day 

care, preschool and programs that take care of chil-
dren before and after school. These services are 
expensive everywhere, but the tab is dramatically 
higher in some places.

In states like California and Washington, child 
care tends to cost more and school days are shorter 
on average. That increases the time or money fam-
ilies must spend on care.

Child care is among the largest expenses that 
gobble up U.S. family budgets. In New York City, it 
costs three times as much as tuition at an in-state 
public college or university.

LESS TIME AT WORK
We looked at mothers’ employment and child-

care time across U.S. states, analyzing data the gov-
ernment collected for 37,993 mothers between 
2005 and 2014 to compare their odds of working 
full-time or part-time during this decade.

We found that mothers are more likely to be 
full-time employees in states where child care is 
more affordable. In states with more expensive 
child care, more mothers worked part-time.

We also found mothers spent more time caring 
for children in states where child care was more 
expensive and as child care costs rose over this de-
cade.

We believe this means families respond to ris-
ing care costs by using less of it, at the expense of 
mothers’ employment and careers.

While fathers today are taking a more active 
role in parenting, and a growing number are the 
primary caregivers for their kids, 93.3% of dads 
have full-time jobs, compared to 71.5% of mothers.

Women still do three times as much housework 
and a much larger share of their family’s child care 
than men, even when they work full-time outside 
the home.

PUBLIC PRESCHOOLS
Washington, D.C.‘s public schools offer two 

years of full-time preschool at no cost. In 2017, 
90% of the city’s four-year-olds and 70% of the 
city’s three-year-olds were enrolled in the pro-
gram.

Within seven years of this program’s 2009 roll-
out, the rate of mothers with schoolchildren who 
were employed increased by more than 10 per-
centage points.

New York City made preschool available at no 
cost through the public schools for four-year-olds 
in 2014. The program is expected to expand in 
2021 to include all three-year-olds.

AFTER SCHOOL
Many families figure that once their kids enter 

kindergarten, stay-at-home moms and dads can 
easily return to work without straining the family 
budget to pay for child care.

That’s not always true, partly because school 
days rarely match work schedules. This mismatch 
varies to some degree because states mandate dif-
ferent minimum lengths for school days. In addi-
tion, some public school systems don’t mandate 

compulsory full-day kindergarten.
Even in states with the longest school days, 

children stay in school for only seven hours. That 
falls short of standard eight-hour workdays plus 
commuting time.

The mismatch between workdays and school 
days makes synchronizing work and family sched-
ules extremely difficult. It also means many Amer-
icans are paying for caregivers before and after 
school. Others rely on relatives and friends.

We found that mothers are more likely to work 
part-time in communities where school days are 
shorter. As school days lengthen, the odds of moth-
ers in that community working full-time rise.

Interestingly, we found that many states where 
child care costs more also tend to have shorter 
school days. That means parents can face more 
than one larger-than-average child care burden, 
depending on where they live.

ALL STATES ARE NOT EQUAL
It surprised us to see that some states with 

shorter school days and more expensive child care 
happen to have progressive political leadership. 
For example, the nearly 40 million people living in 
California have some of the highest average child 
care costs, shortest school days and lowest rates of 
maternal full-time employment in the nation.

In contrast, we found that Nebraska has 
some of the most affordable child care, longest 
school days and highest rates of maternal em-
ployment. In Nebraska, an average of 60% of 
mothers work full-time, compared to 40% in 
California.

And thanks to Nebraska’s bipartisan sup-
port for child care spending, that state leads the 
nation in child care quality as well.

[Leah Ruppanner is Associate Professor in 
Sociology and Co-Director of The Policy Lab, 

University of Melbourne; Liana C. Sayer is Di-
rector of the Maryland Time Use Laboratory; 

Professor of Sociology, University of Maryland; 
Stephanie Moller is Professor of Sociology, 

University of North Carolina – Charlotte]
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BJP in Assam demanding re-verification of NRC 

list to advance its “communal agenda”: Left parties
New Delhi, Sep 12 
(PTI): The Left parties 
on Thursday alleged that 
the BJP in Assam was de-
manding a re-verification 
of the NRC list only to ad-
vance its “communal and 
divisive agenda”.

In a statement issued 
jointly by Sitaram Ye-
chury, general secretary, 
CPI(M), D Raja, general 
secretary, CPI, Dipankar 
Bhattacharya, general 
secretary, CPI(ML) Lib-
eration, Kshiti Goswami, 
general secretary, RSP, 
and Debabrata Biswas, 
general secretary, AIFB, 
the parties said the list 

has excluded 19.06 lakh 
claimants who had ap-
plied to be included in 
the register.

“The Left parties 
appeal to the people of 
Assam to maintain com-
munal harmony and to 
not allow any targeting 
of the excluded persons.

“The BJP govern-
ment is talking about 
extending the NRC pro-
cess in the whole of 
India. This is uncalled 
for and it is being done 
only with the aim of tar-
geting certain sections 
of people and to create 
polarisation. The Left 

parties are opposed to 
the NRC process, in any 
form, being extended 
to the rest of India,” the 
statement said.

It also said prelimi-
nary reports show that 
a large number of Indi-
an citizens have been 
left out. It is necessary, 
therefore, to ensure that 
there is a fair process by 
which the appeals can 
be heard and decided. 
The procedure set out 
is for those who have 
been excluded to ap-
peal within 120 days to 
designated Foreigners 
Tribunals.

“The Foreigners 
Tribunal is not a judi-
cial body and functions 
more on an executive 
basis. As per the present 
rules, it will consider 
the merit of the appeal 
before deciding to be 
admitted. Such screen-
ing is unwarranted,” 
they said.

The statement also 
said that to ensure a 
fair process and to 
safeguard the rights 
of those excluded, it is 
essential to have the 
appeal go through a ju-
dicial process.

“The Left parties 

demand that a judicial 
mechanism be set-up 
to hear the appeals 
over and above the tri-
bunal. Those declared 
as foreigners by the 
tribunals are liable to 
be sent to detention 
camps.

“Those detained in 
detention camps do 
not have elementary 
human rights. Detain-
ing people for an in-
definite period in such 
camps is illegal and 
unconstitutional. The 
Left parties demand the 
abolition of the detention 
camp system,” it said.

A la Super 30; Zindagi programme 
giving wings to aspiring

Bhubaneswar, Sept 12 
(PTI): A noble initiative 
in Odisha akin to famed 
Super 30 experiment 
of the mathematician 
Anand Kumar, is giving 
wings to wards of humble 
vegetable sellers, fisher-
men and marginal farm-
ers crack NEET exam to 
qualify for admission in 
medical colleges.

The benign effort has 
been made by a non-gov-
ernmental organisa-
tion through the project 
“Zindagi”.

The man behind the 
success story is Ajay Ba-
hadur Singh, who had to 
leave his study to become 
a doctor and sell tea and 
sharbat (squash) to sus-
tain family undergoing 
financial hardship.

The Zindagi pro-
gramme launched in the 
year 2016 in Odisha’s 
capital Bhubaneswar has 
at present 19 meritori-
ous students, both girls 
and boys, hailing from 
economically poor fami-
lies.

Under the project, 
the talented students of 
the poor financial back-
ground selected through 
a statewide screening 
test, are provided free 
fooding, lodging and 
teaching to help them be-
come a doctor.

Fourteen students 
of its students who had 
cracked NEET in 2018, 
12 out of which acquired 
admission in government 
medical colleges of Odis-
ha, were hosted by Chief 
Minister Naveen Patnaik 
in July last to commemo-
rate their achievements.

A PTI reporter, who 
early this week saw a 
class in progress at the 
foundation, interacted 
with pupils, some wards 
of vegetable sellers, dai-
ly labourers, fishermen 
and marginal farmers, 
who even in dream had 
not thought of becoming 
medicos, which demands 
expensive study materi-
als and coaching.

Giving wings to their 
dream are Kshirodini 
Saho, daughter of a mar-
ginal farmer of Angul dis-
trict, Rekha Rani Bagh, 
daughter of a labourer 
of Koraput, Smruti Ran-
jan Senapati, son of a 
truck driver of Bhadrak 
district, Satyajit Sahoo, 
son of a vegetable seller 
of Panagarh and Manjit 
Bala whose father catch-
es fish in East Malkangiri 

to maintain the family.
But, the financial 

hardship has been no 
deterrent to the confi-
dence of the children to 
do something big.

“When a tea seller 
can become a Prime Min-
ister (Narendra Modi) 
why can not we become 
a doctor?” said Subhalax-
mi Sahoo, daughter of a 
small farmer of the Khu-
rda district.

Their teachers -- 
Mukul Kumar, Manas 
Kumar Nayak and Durga 
Prasad -- said for them its 
a situation of “do or die”, 
either crack the medical 
exams or return to life of 
miseries.

“We dedicate initial 
15-20 classes to prepare 
them mentally that they 
have abundant talent to 
crack National Eligibil-
ity cum Entrance Test 
(NEET) competing with 
students of expensive 
schools and attending 
coaching classes in re-
puted names in the field,” 
Mukul Kumar, who teach-
es Botany, told PTI.

“All of them have a 
strong desire to achieve 
their goals,” said Zoology 
teacher Durga Prasad.

Zahid Akhtar, coor-
dinator of Zindagi pro-
gramme, said the boys 
and girls are hosted in 
separate hostels run by 
the group where they 
get simple but nutritious 
food free of cost.

Senior coordinator of 
the Zindagi foundation 
-- Shiven Singh Choudhry 
- said its a one year pro-
gramme which starts 
from first week of July 
after completing the ad-
mission formalities.

The economic con-
dition is a must criteria 
for selection of students 
as the aim of the project 
is to help wards of poor 
families do big in the 
world, he said.

The founder of the 
Zindagi foundation, Ajay 
Bahadur Singh, said he 
is doing all this to fullfil 
his own shattered dream 
of becoming a doctor 
due to financial problem 
gripping his family after 
his father developed a 
kidney problem in 1990 
when he was preparing 
for the medical exams.

“In order to meet 
medical bills of father 
and meet the needs of the 
family, we sold the jewel-
leries and house in Deog-
arh (now in Jharkhand),” 

Singh said.
“But, it was not 

enough as all the money 
ended in kidney trans-
plant and meeting other 
medical expenses of fa-
ther. With no help com-
ing from any quarter, I 
started selling tea and 
Sharbat at shravani mela 
in temple town of Baba 
Baidyanath, which is 
among the 12 ‘jyotirlin-
ga in the country” Singh, 
in 40s, said in a choked 
voice.

After death of father, 
he said he moved to Pat-
na and started giving pri-
vate tuition to students 
to run the family and also 
keep alive his love for ed-
ucation.

“The private tuitions 
ran successfully and 
soon I got an opportuni-
ty to start a school up to 
Plus two level in Odisha. 
And with the earnings, I 
launched Zindagi foun-
dation to help poor chil-
dren like me achieve big 
which I could not do,” he 
said.

“The motivation to 
start the Zindagi pro-
gramme came from a 
personal experience 
when I encountered a 
girl selling rose bead out-
side world famous Lord 
Jagannath temple at Puri, 
who made a fervent re-
quest to buy her stuff so 
that she can finance her 
studies,” he said.

Singh said Super 30 
founding mathematician 
Anand Kumar has been 
his inspiration.

He said he has not 
fixed strength of his 
classroom at the Zinda-
gi foundation. “It all de-
pends how many genu-
ine students of deprived 
section I get and resource 
to finance their fooding, 
lodging and educational 
needs. Tomorrow if my 
earning increases from 
school and coaching in-
stitutes I will definitely 
increase the numbers,” 
he added.

The Zindagi founda-
tion chief said though 
there was no imme-
diate  plan to  expand 
his  programme in 
other parts of the Odis-
ha or start similar school 
in other states “but I 
wish to launch such an 
experiment in  Bihar and 
Jharkhand, full of such 
students whose talent 
goes waste for want of 
economic resources of 
their famil ies .”

Mini Coffee curing unit inaugurated at Koraput
Koraput (Odisha), Sep 
12 (PTI): To promote 
‘Koraput Coffee’ in na-
tional and international 
market, a mini-coffee 
curing unit was inaugu-
rated here, officials said 
on Thursday.

The district adminis-
trations coffee develop-
ment trust with financial 
assistance from the tribal 
development coopera-
tive corporation (TDCC) 
and technical assistance 
from the Coffee Board 
has formed the brand 
‘Koraput Coffee’.

The effort will ensure 
that the coffee growers 
in the tribal-dominated 
Koraput district gets a 
fair price for their pro-
duce

Officials said coffee 
beans will be procured 
from the tribal and 
non-tribal growers of the 

district and other parts 
of the state and the whole 
coffee will be cured in the 
mini-curing unit which 
was inaugurated here on 
Wednesday.

“Roasting, grinding, 
packaging and branding 
of the coffee beans will be 
done by the administra-
tion in collaboration with 
the TDCC,” said Koraput 
Collector Madhusudan 
Mishra.

He said steps will be 
taken to establish special-
ly designed coffee brewing 
outlets at the prominent 
towns of the state in the 
brand name of Koraput 
Coffee.

The collector said sin-
cere efforts will be done 
to earn national and in-
ternational recognition to 
Koraput Coffee through its 
brewing units.

Senior liaison officer of 

the Coffee Board, Koraput 
Ajit Kumar Rout said, “The 
taste of Koraput coffee is 
not less than any nation-
al or international coffee 
brand. Also, high quality 
machinery has been es-
tablished for its process-
ing.” Officials are hopeful 
that establishment of the 
curing unit will enhance 
the economy of both tribal 
and non-tribal farmers as 
they will get fair prices for 
their produce.

Presently, the coffee 
growers are forced to sale 
their produce at a fairly 
low price as uncured cof-
fee to middlemen.

who subsequently, 
transport the uncured cof-
fee to states like Karnata-
ka and Tamil Nadu.

Once the curing unit 
is established the farmers 
will be paid Rs 150 per kg 
of coffee, which is much 

more than what they are 
presently getting, said 
Bhabani Shankar Kalo, 
deputy director coffee de-
velopment, Koraput.

“In the first year, it has 
been decided to procure 
at least 100 metric tonne 
of coffee from the farmers. 
In subsequent years it will 
increase,” he added.

According to a de-
partmental survey, it 
was found that at least 
1, 45,170 hectare of land 
in the district is suitable 
for coffee plantation but 
presently, only 1,467 hect-
are of land is under coffee 
plantation in Koraput.

“As climatic condition 
of the district is conducive 
for coffee plantation es-
tablishment of the curing 
unit will motivate more 
farmers to undertake cof-
fee cultivation. The life 
span of a coffee plant is 

around 60 years and it 
gives fruit with minimum 
maintenance,” said Rout. 
The coffee plantation was 
first introduced in Koraput 
by erstwhile Maharaja of 
Jeypore in 1930. However, 
after abolition of Jeypore 
Zamindari in 1951, the 
state government through 
soil conservation depart-
ment undertook coffee 
plantation as a measure to 
prevent siltation in Mach-
kund basin of the district in 
1958.

Farmers have wel-
comed the administra-
tions move to promote 
Koraput coffee. As farm-
ers in Araku of Andhra 
Pradesh get maximum 
benefits from coffee plan-
tation, now this effort of 
the state government has 
created new hope for the 
Koraput farmers, said Kes-
ab Majhi, a tribal farmer.

Online form fill-up: WB govt to 
set up help desk near colleges

Kolkata, Sep 12 (PTI): 
The West Bengal govern-
ment will set up desks in 
districts to help students 
in rural areas fill up on-
line admission forms for 
colleges, Education Min-
ister Partha Chatterjee 
said.

The move follows 
reports earlier this year 
that many students had 
faced problems during 
the online admission 
process due to their lack 
of familiarity with the 
internet or poor net con-
nection in rural areas.

“From the next aca-
demic session, students 
and guardians who will 
face difficulty in filling 
up online forms can ap-

proach the help desks,” 
Chatterjee told reporters 
here.

The facilities, to be 
run by the higher edu-
cation department, will 
be set up near colleges 
during the time of admis-
sion in May-June 2020, 
the minister said on 
Wednesday.

To prevent interfer-
ence by students’ unions 
during admission, the 
West Bengal government 
had directed all colleges 
in May that the process, 
including payment of 
fees, would be complete-
ly online and students 
cannot be asked to come 
to the campus before the 
start of classes.

Havells India to double manpower in NE; aims at Rs 1,000cr
Guwahati, Sep 12 
(PTI): Consumer electri-
cal goods maker Havells 
India on Thursday said it 
will double the manpow-
er at its manufacturing 
facility in Northeast with-
in two years as it aims to 
touch Rs 1,000 crore sales 
revenue from the region.

Havells India Presi-
dent Saurabh Goel, at a 
press conference here, 
said the company is ex-
pecting to increase its 
revenue from the North-
east by more than two 
folds from the present Rs 

400 crore within the next 
three years.

“So far, we are not af-
fected by the slowdown in 
the economy. The replace-
ment market has helped 
us in handling the decline 
in new construction in 
real estate segment. The 
Northeast is also not dif-
ferent from the rest of the 
country,” he said.

The company’s Chang-
sari plant in Assam, which 
manufactures MCBs and 
switch disconnectors, pro-
duces 1.2 crore poles an-
nually against its installed 

capacity of 3.6 crore.
“We are increasing our 

output due to strong de-
mand. We hope to utilise 
full capacity of the plant 
in the next two years. Ac-
cordingly, our manpow-
er at the plant is likely to 
double,” Goel said.

Havells India currently 
employs over 750 people, 
including 530 at the plant, 
in Northeast.

The company reg-
istered a consolidated 
turnover of Rs 10,000 
crore in the previous fi-
nancial year.

CBI conducts voice sample test 
of Trinamool MP Kakoli Ghosh
Kolkata, Sep 12 (PTI): 
The anti-corruption 
wing of Central Bureau 
of Investigation (CBI) 
on Thursday carried out 
voice sample tests of 
Trinamool Congress MP 
Kakoli Ghosh Dastidar in 
connection with the Nara-
da sting operation.

Ghosh Dastidar is 
among the ten leaders and 
ministers of the Mamata 
Banerjee-led Trinamool 
Congress (TMC) who have 
been summoned by the 
agency for the test. In the 
sting operation conducted 
in 2014, Narada News por-
tal head Mathew Samuels, 
posing as a businessman, 
was seen approaching 
the Trinamool Congress 
ministers and leaders to 

get favours, and in return, 
offered cash to them.

In a video footage re-
leased just before the state 
assembly polls in 2016, 
the TMC MP from Barasat 
Lok Sabha constituency 
was seen accepting cash 
from Samuels. The investi-
gating agency is collecting 
the voice samples of the 
Trinamool leaders to de-
termine the veracity of the 
conversations which Sam-
uel had with them.

Over the past two 
weeks, several TMC minis-
ters and leaders, including 
Subrata Mukherjee, Sou-
gata Roy and Madan Mi-
tra, have been subjected to 
voice sample tests in con-
nection with the purport-
ed sting operation.
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Rahul dropped, Gill included; Rohit set to play as opener against South Africa
KuSHAN SARKAR
New Delhi, Sep 12 
(PTI): Opener KL Ra-
hul was on Thursday 
dropped from the In-
dian Test squad for the 
upcoming Test series 
against South Africa, 
propelling senior bats-
man Rohit Sharma to the 
opener’s role in red-ball 
cricket.

Rookie Punjab bats-
man Shubman Gill, as 
reported by PTI on 
Wednesday, has been 
rewarded with a place 
in the Test side as back-
up floater, who can fit in 
both as an opener and a 
middle-order batsman.

“Yes, we are definite-
ly looking at him (Rohit) 
and want to give him an 
opportunity up the order. 
He is keen (on opening) 
and the selection com-
mittee as well as every-
one (team management) 
is keen. We want to see 
where he stands and 
then take a call,” said 
Chairman of Selectors 
MSK Prasad after the 
meeting of the panel.

“With regards to 
Shubman Gill, we look at 
him as an opener as well 

as middle-order bats-
man. We are looking at 
him as back-up for both 
the slots. As he keeps 
playing more and more, 
he will get his opportuni-
ties, because he is a play-
er for all three formats,” 
he observed.

Another significant 
development was that 
Rishabh Pant, despite 
retaining his place in 
the squad, could lose his 
spot in the playing XI to 
a more accomplished 
Wriddhiman Saha.

India’s first Test 
against South Africa will 
start in Visakhapatnam 
on October 2, while the 
second and third games 
will be held in Pune (Oc-
tober 10-14) and Ranchi 
(October 19-23) respec-
tively.

Umesh Yadav was 
dropped from the side 
as, in Indian conditions, 
one can’t have the luxury 
of four specialist pacers 
when only two will final-
ly play.

Rohit will captain 
the Board President’s XI 
in a three-day warm-up 
match against the Prote-
as in Vizianagaram from 

September 26, where he 
will also test himself in 
the new role.

The 32-year-old’s 
stupendous success in 
white ball cricket has 
prompted the selectors 
to take a call on his bat-
ting position.

“He is opening in 
white-ball cricket for 
a decade now (for six 
years) and I am sure he 
has that ability to bat up 
the order. We have seen 
that in red ball cricket 
and if he can replicate 
that in white ball cricket, 
nothing like it,” Prasad 

said.
For Rahul, who has 

scored only one Test 
hundred in over 18 
months, Prasad said that 
the Karnataka player got 
a fair run but a dip in 
form forced the panel to 
go for a change.

“We definitely com-
municated to KL. He is 
an exceptional talent and 
unfortunately his form 
has dipped in red-ball 
cricket,” Prasad said.

“With Shikhar Dha-
wan and Murali Vijay 
gone, we can’t keep 
changing both the open-

ers in the side. Someone 
had to stick around. And 
probably with seniors, 
who exiting, KL got more 
opportunities. Unfortu-
nately, he was not de-
livering consistently. He 
delivered in patches and 
that’s why we backed 
him because when he 
is on song, he is treat to 
watch.”

Asked what is the 
road ahead for Rahul, 
Prasad gave the example 
of VVS Laxman.

“When VVS Laxman 
was once dropped from 
the Indian team, he went 

back to domestic cricket, 
scored 1400 runs in the 
Ranji Trophy and came 
back. KL has to do the 
same,” said Prasad.

The selectors indicat-
ed that they have created 
a pool of openers and 
whoever now gets an op-
portunity, will get a long 
rope just like Rahul did.

“So you know, in the 
pipeline, Shubman is 
opening and we have 
Priyank Panchal and 
Abhimanyu Easwaran, 
who is doing extremely 
well. From the available 
lot, we will look at giv-
ing them as many op-
portunities.

“Whoever gets an 
opportunity, also gets a 
fair run. We have alter-
natives and back-ups, 
we have created bench 
strength,” Prasad as-
serted.

All-rounder Hardik 
Pandya was not includ-
ed in the side because 
there is very little 
chance of him fitting 
into the XI in the Indian 
conditions.

“Hardik is not in the 
side because if you look 
at home conditions, he 

may not fit in. Also a lot 
of white ball cricket be-
ing played, it’s a culmi-
nation of both.”

Prasad also gave a 
fair indication that team 
management’s patience 
with Rishabh Pant is fi-
nally running out even 
though he remains the 
first-choice for the se-
lection panel.

Asked who among 
Rishabh or Wriddhi-
man is the first choice, 
Prasad gave a twisted 
reply.

“My answer is same. 
Let’s see. Rishabh defi-
nitely to begin with but 
we will see whether 
the team management 
thinks on those lines. 
Let’s leave it to them. 
Also in India, we need a 
‘keeper with some more 
skills playing at home, 
let’s see how it goes,” he 
said.

Prasad also felt that 
it’s better that Umesh 
Yadav plays domes-
tic cricket as he has no 
chance to fit in the play-
ing XI when one among 
Ishant and Shami will be 
dropped at home.

“Issue right now, we 

couldn’t have Umesh 
here as it will be two 
seamers who will play. 
If it’s really a seaming 
track, we go for the third 
one. So Umesh may not 
play. For him, it is better 
to play domestic crick-
et as we are in domestic 
season. He is in India A 
side,” Prasad added.

The Squads:
Test Squad: Virat 

Kohli (Captain), Mayank 
Agarwal, Rohit Shar-
ma, Cheteshwar Pu-
jara, Ajinkya Rahane 
(vice-captain), Hanuma 
Vihari, Rishabh Pant 
(Wicket-keeper), Wrid-
dhiman Saha (Wick-
et-keeper), Ravichan-
dran Ashwin, Ravindra 
Jadeja, Kuldeep Yadav, 
Mohammed Shami, Jas-
prit Bumrah, Ishant 
Sharma, Shubman Gill.

Board President’s XI: 
Rohit Sharma (Captain), 
Mayank Agarwal, Priyank 
Panchal, AR Easwaran, 
Karun Nair, Siddhesh 
Lad, KS Bharat (wick-
et-keeper), Jalaj Saxena, 
Dharmendrasinh Jade-
ja, Avesh Khan, Ishan 
Porel, Shardul Thakur, 
Umesh Yadav.

Kohli’s appreciation tweet triggers 
speculation on Dhoni in social media

New Delhi, Sep 12 (PTI): 
All Virat Kohli wanted 
was to remember a good 
partnership with Ma-
hendra Singh Dhoni but 
the seemingly innocuous 
social media post ended 
up triggering a fresh av-
alanche of speculation 
on the former skipper’s 
future on Thursday.

It started with Kohli 
posting a picture of him-
self with Dhoni from the 
2016 World T20 quarter-
final match against Aus-
tralia, which India won 
by six wickets. In that 
match, Kohli top-scored 
with a 51-ball 82 not out 
and stitched a 67-run un-
beaten partnership with 
his then captain Dhoni 
(18 not out) to steer In-
dia home.

“A game I can never 
forget. Special night. This 
man (Dhoni), made me 
run like in a fitness test @

msdhoni,” Tweeted Kohli 
alongside the picture.

The appreciation 
tweet, within no time, 
was linked to Dhoni’s 
future and speculation 
started that the veteran 
wicketkeeper-batsman 
would be making an an-
nouncement by evening.

Dhoni, who is cur-
rently on a break in the 
USA, became a trending 
topic on social media 
thanks to Kohli’s post be-
fore the speculation was 
put to rest.

“I don’t know from 
where these rumours 
started. I don’t think 
they are true,” was Chair-
man of Selectors MSK 
Prasad’s response when 
the senior player’s name 
cropped up while he 
was addressing a press 
conference to announce 
India’s Test squad for 
the home series against 

South Africa.
Dhoni’s future has 

been a subject of intense 
speculation ever since he 
announced a sabbatical 
from the game after the 
World Cup in June-July.

He made himself un-
available for the recent-
ly-concluded tour of the 
West Indies as well as 
the upcoming home as-
signment against South 
Africa.

The 38-year-old 
spent a chunk of the 
break time serving in the 
Territorial Army, where 
he is an honorary lieu-
tenant colonel.

The selectors, on the 
other hand, have made it 
clear that Rishabh Pant 
would be their top choice 
for the wicketkeep-
er’s slot going forward 
and keeping next year’s 
World T20 Champion-
ship in focus.

DDCA renames Feroz Shah 
Kotla as Arun Jaitley stadium

New Delhi, Sep 12 
(PTI): The Delhi and 
District Cricket Associ-
ation (DDCA) on Thurs-
day renamed the Feroz 
Shah Kotla as Arun Jait-
ley stadium in mem-
ory of the late politi-
cian-cum-sports-admin-
istrator.

In a glittering func-
tion, Home Minister Amit 
Shah digitally inaugu-
rated the renamed Arun 
Jaitley Cricket Stadium in 
presence of late finance 
minister’s family.

DDCA also unveiled 
a new pavilion stand at 

the Feroz Shah Kotla af-
ter skipper Virat Kohli, 
who recently became 
the most successful India 
captain in Test cricket, 
surpassing MS Dhoni.

A short video and 
an animation film on 
Kohli’s journey from 
being an U-19 player to 
India captain was also 
shown.

“When I decided to 
name a stand in honour 
of Virat Kohli, I told this 
first to Arun Jaitleyji. He 
told me this is a good 
decision because there 
is no better player than 

Virat in world cricket,” 
said DDCA president Ra-
jat Sharma.

Interestingly, the un-
veiling ceremony was 
held at the Weightlift-
ing Hall of the Jawa-
harlal Nehru Stadium.

Besides the fam-
ily members of Jait-
ley, the gala evening 
was also attended by 
Sport Minister Kiren 
Rijiju, former sports 
minister Rajyavardhan 
Singh Rathore, Delhi 
BJP chief Manoj Tiwari, 
ex-skipper Kapil Dev 
and former India open-

er Chetan Chauhan, 
among others.

“For Arun ji, crick-
et was his passion and 
life. He remained DDCA 
chief for 13 years and 
he played a great role 
in making the likes of 
Virat, Pant, Dhawan, 
Nehra, Sehwag as great 
players. All these play-
ers love him very much,” 
Sharma said.

India’s 1983 World 
Cup winning captain 
Kapil said: “Wonderful 
to have a stand in name 
of Virat. And whatev-
er DDCA does for Arun 

Jaitley is not enough 
given his contribution.”

C r i c k e t -
er-tu r n e d - p o l i t i c i a n 
Chetan Chauhan also 
paid rich tribute to 
Jaitley.

“Arun Jaitleyji was 
president for 14 years 
and I was vice presi-
dent. He was our friend, 
guide. Whenever we 
needed direction, we 
would help us. The big-
gest help he did was to 
rebuilt the Kotla stadi-
um. So befitting to name 
it in his honour,” Chau-
han said.

Have kept an empty space in cabinet for Olympic gold: Sindhu
AMIT KuMAR DAS
New Delhi, Sep 12 
(PTI): The World Cham-
pionship gold has healed 
the wounds of all past 
final debacles except the 
Rio Olympics, says Indian 
badminton ace P V Sind-
hu, who has kept an emp-
ty space in her trophy 
cabinet for the top prize, 
which she hopes to claim 
in Tokyo next year.

An Olympic sil-
ver-medallist, Sindhu 
clinched the historic 
World Championship 
gold at Basel after beat-
ing Japan’s Nozomi Oku-
hara 21-7 21-7 in her 
third successive final.

Before that historic 
day, the 24-year-old In-
dian faced incessant for 
losing lost in the finals of 
major events such as the 
Rio Games, World Cham-
pionships (2017, 2018), 
2017 Dubai Super Series 

Finals, the 2018 Com-
monwealth Games and 
the Jakarta Asian Games.

“It (World Champion-
ships gold) takes care of 
all those losses. People 
have been talking about 
my final phobia, how I 
take pressure in the fi-
nals and I can say I gave 
the answer with my rac-
quet,” Sindhu, who has 
been recommended for 
Padma Bhushan, told PTI 
in an interview.

“But Olympics is a 
completely different 
feeling. Rio (Games) and 
World Championship 
gave me different mem-
ories, but, yeah, one gold 
medal is missing, so defi-
nitely I will work hard 
for that and would love 
to see myself win that 
Olympic gold at Tokyo.

“There is a vacant 
space (laughs) in my 
cabinet for that gold. The 

Olympic qualification is 
on and this win will give 
me the confidence to go 
further.” indhu, however, 
says the path to the To-
kyo Olympic gold will be 
a tough one as now her 
opponents will look to 
exploit her weaknesses 
and she will need to add 
something new to her 
game to achieve success.

“(Rio) 2016 was my 
first Olympics and no-
body knew me much. I 
was just one of the play-
ers but after Rio, every-
thing changed and now 
after the world champi-
onship, everybody will 
try and learn new things. 
I should also learn new 
things in each tourna-
ment, because people 
will have some kind of 
strategy for me,” she said.

“I have been working 
with Kim. She had some 
changes for me and it 

helped me. But now I 
have to learn few new 
things. I need to work on 
net-play.”

Ranked fifth in the 
World currently, Sindhu 
has virtually sealed her 
Olympic qualification.

A higher ranking will 
help her avoid meeting 
top players when the 
draw is made at the To-

kyo Games but Sindhu 
said she is unfazed about 
standings. “Ranking mat-
ters because the draw 
depends on it but I don’t 
really think about it be-
cause if I can play well, it 
will come up. At the end 
of the day, you will have 
to beat these top play-
ers again to achieve the 
gold,” she said. Asked if 
achieving the world No.1 
ranking is on her mind, 
the former world No.2 
said: “Yeah.. but I am not 
very particular about 
ranking and for now it is 
Olympics, it is ultimate 
goal, so after that it will 
be step by step. “Next for 
me is China, so focusing 
on that,” said the Hyder-
abadi, who is taking part 
in the China Open (Sep-
tember 17) and Korea 
Open (September 24) in 
the next two weeks.

While Sindhu and 

Saina Nehwal have put 
Indian badminton on 
top, there is a dearth of 
quality women’s singles 
players in the country 
beyond them.

On whether she is 
concerned about lack of 
women’s singles players, 
Sindhu said: “Well, after 
me and Saina, there is a 
little bit of gap. There are 
some junior players but 
it will take time. It is not 
going to be easy.

“A lot of players from 
other countries are doing 
well at the junior level 
whether it is Korea, Thai-
land or China. So I think 
it will take a few years 
till we have some players 
coming up.

“But they need 
to work hard. They 
have to be smart and 
be strong themselves 
about what they want,” 
she signed off.

India ‘A’ beat South Africa ‘A’ by 
7 wickets in 1st unofficial Test

Thiruvananthapuram, 
Sep 12 (PTI): India ‘A’ 
defeated South Africa 
‘A’ comfortably by seven 
wickets on the final day 
morning of the first un-
official Test to take a 1-0 
lead in the two-match se-
ries here on Thursday.

Mumbai all-rounder 
Shivam Dube smashed 
two sixes off successive 
balls to seal the win for 
the hosts. Chasing just 
48 runs in their second 
innings, India ‘A’ endured 
a mild stutter as skipper 
Shubhman Gill (5), Ankit 
Bawne (6) and K S Bharat 
(5) fell in early before 
Dube (12 not out) and 
Ricky Bhui (20 not out) 
completed the formali-
ties for the home team. 

South Africa ‘A’ sast 
bowler Lungi Ngidi, on 
a comeback trail after 
injury, bowled Gill, who 

made a classy 90 in the 
first innings to leave In-
dia ‘A’ at 10 for one.

Bawne was then 
dismissed for a 17-ball 
6, caught by Senuran 
Muthusamy off Ngidi, 
while Bharat, who is con-
tention for a spot as the 
back-up wicketkeeper in 
the Test squad, was sent 
back by off-spinner Dane 
Piedt.

Left-handed Dube, 
who had showcased his 
hitting abilities in the 
unofficial ODI series pre-
ceding the Test matches, 
smacked Piedt for two 
huge sixes to finish the 
job in style.

Resuming at the over-
night score of 179 for 
9, South Africa ‘A’ were 
bowled out for 186 in 
their second innings as 
the hosts needed only 3.5 
overs to wrap things up.
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Government of Sikkim
roadS & BridGeS department

mechanical circle
No: 16/GOS/R&B/MD/J/08                                                                                             Dated: 09/09/2019

notice invitinG tender
Sealed tenders are invited from interested parties for the disposal of unserviceable road 
machineries and scrap materials lying at Mechanical Sub-Division of Roads & Bridges De-
partment on “as is where is basis”. The tender should be accompanied by earnest money 
in the form of TDR and should be drawn in favour of Superintending Engineer (Mech.) 
from any nationalized bank. The details are:
Sl.
no.

name of machineries/Scrap materials r.m. 
no.

parked at final valua-
tion (Rs/-_

value of 
TDR (Rs/-)

1 Bull Dozer D50 128 Jorethang/Chisopani 
Workshop(Mech.)

1,00,000/- 5,000/-

2 8/10 Ton Wilson Road Roller 237 Jorethang/Chisopani 
Workshop(Mech.)

80,000/- 5,000/-

3. JCB 3DX Backhoe Loader 306 Jorethang/Chisopani 
Workshop(Mech.)

1,53,539/- 7,000/-

4. Tata Tipper Truck 304 Jorethang/Chisopani 
Workshop(Mech.)

64,200/- 5,000/-

5. JCB 4 CX Excavator 259 Geyzing/ Tikjuk Work-
shop (Mech.)

76,750/- 5,000/-

6. Scrap materials (replaced old spare parts, 
tools & equipments, approx weight: 1,100 
kg. Old/unserviceable replaced tires of 
assorted size, quantity: 30 nos. Old/unser-
viceable replaced batteries, quantity: 10 
nos.

Jorethang/Chisopani 
Workshop(Mech.)

21,850/- 1,000/-

7.  Scrap materials (old unserviceable re-
placed spare parts, approx weight: 3,220 
kg. old unserviceable replaced tires of as-
sorted size, quantity: 16 nos. old unservice-
able replaced batteries, quantity 14 nos).

Geyzing/ Tikjuk Work-
shop (Mech.)

43,490/- 2,000/-

1. Sealed tenders with TDR should reach to the office of the undersigned on or before 
12:00 noon of 25/09/2019 and the same will be opened at 01:30 pm on the same day in 
the presence of Tender Opening Committee in the chamber of Superintending Engineer 
(Mech.) South/West Jorethang Chisopani, South Sikkim, Roads & Bridges Department.
2. Tender form can be obtained from the office of Superintending Engineer (Mech.) South/
West on 19/09/2019 and 20/09/2019 during office hour on production of Rs 200/- for each 
item as mentioned above to be deposited through bank receipt from State bank of Sikkim 
of any branch under the Debitable Head:- 0059-PW-800-other receipt-01-Roads & Bridges.
3. The interested bidders may inspect the scrap materials and machineries as mentioned 
above in concerned Sub-Division Workshops during any working hours with the permission 
of concerned Assistant Engineers(Mech.)
4. The offer below the offset value will not be accepted.
5. While bidding, the tenderers should clearly specify the Road Machinery no applied for, 
item details on the tender form and on the cover envelope.
6. Incomplete tenders will be summarily rejected.
7. The Roads & Bridges Department reserves the right to accept or reject any or all ten-
der(s) without assigning any reason thereof.
8. GST applicable as per Government norms.

Sd/-
Superintending Engineer(Mech.) South/West

Roads & Bridges Department
Chisopani/Jorethang.

R.O. No. 182/IPR/Pub/Classi./19-20    Date:  10.9.19

Bolton made some very big mistakes: TrumpChina welcomes Trump’s “goodwill” 
act to delay tariffs ahead of trade talks
K J M vARMA
Beijing, Sep 12 (PTI): 
China on Thursday wel-
comed US President 
Donald Trump’s “good-
will” gesture to postpone 
a planned tariff hike on 
Chinese products, as the 
two countries warmed 
up to each other ahead 
of the next month’s talks 
to end the bruising trade 
war.

President Trump 
said on Wednesday that 
he had delayed his pro-
posed increased tariffs 
on USD 250 billion worth 
of Chinese goods from 
October 1 to October 15.

Earlier, China on 
Wednesday unveiled 
the first set of US goods 
to be excluded from the 
first round of additional 
tariffs on US products, 
which Trump described 
as a goodwill gesture.

The exemption, which 
covers two lists with 16 
categories of goods, will 
be valid from September 
17, 2019 to September 
16, 2020, the China’s 
Customs Tariff Commis-
sion of the State Council 
said in a statement.

In his tweet Trump 
said, “at the request of 
Vice Premier of China, 
Liu He, and due to the 
fact that the People’s Re-
public of China will be 
celebrating their 70th 
Anniversary on October 
1st, we have agreed, as 
a gesture of goodwill, to 
move the increased tar-

iffs on 250 billion dollars 
worth of goods (25% to 
30%), from October 1st 
to October 15th”.

Welcoming Trump’s 
announcement, Gao 
Feng, China’s Ministry of 
Commerce spokesman 
told media in Beijing on 
Thursday that Chinese 
buyers have already 
started to make enqui-
ries about the prices of 
US farm products, in-
cluding soybeans and 
pork, although he did not 
elaborate on the timing 
or size of any intended 
purchases.

Top Chinese officials 
are scheduled to arrive 
in the US for talks early 
October.

Since last year, the 
two countries are work-
ing on a comprehensive 
trade deal, which not 
only addresses the issue 
of balance of trade, but 
also ends theft of intel-
lectual property and co-
ercion of American com-

panies in China.
Gao did not confirm 

the specific date of the 
talks, although they are 
widely expected to take 
place before October 15, 
leaving room for a fur-
ther postponement or 
even cancelling of some 
of the tariffs, Hong-Kong 
based South China Morn-
ing Post reported.

Before the meeting 
in Washington, Gao said 
there will be a depu-
ty level meeting to lay 
the ground work for the 
talks between Liu and his 
American counterparts 
led by US trade represen-
tative Robert Lighthizer 
and US Treasury Secre-
tary Steven Mnuchin.

The goodwill ges-
tures from both sides 
have raised expecta-
tions of October talks to 
reach a deal to end the 
year-long bruising trade 
war between the top 
two economies of the 
world. Both sides have 

so far held 12 rounds of 
talks, but failed to work 
out a deal as China con-
tinued to resist Trump’s 
demand for intrusive 
verification mechanism 
to supervise Beijing’s 
promise to protect intel-
lectual property rights 
(IPR) technology trans-
fer and more access to 
American goods to Chi-
nese markets.

Trump kicked off the 
trade war in June last 
year, demanding China 
to reduce massive trade 
deficit which last year 
climbed to over USD 539 
billion. Both the coun-
tries slapped additional 
tariffs on each other’s 
export goods which also 
resulted in global trade 
and economic slowdown.

China itself is grap-
pling with the slowdown 
of its economy which 
touched a 27-year low of 
6.2 per cent in the second 
quarter of this year.

LALIT K JHA
Washington, Sep 12 
(PTI): US President 
Donald Trump has de-
fended his decision to 
fire John Bolton as na-
tional security adviser, 
saying the latter had 
done some “big mis-
takes” and his actions 
were not in line with the 
administration.

“When he (Bolton) 
talked about the Liby-
an model for Kim Jong-
un, that was not a good 
statement to make,” 
Trump said. “You just 

take a look at what hap-
pened with Gaddafi, that 
was not a good state-
ment to make and it set 
us back.”

“John is somebody 
that I actually got along 
with very well. He made 
some very big mistakes,” 
the president told report-
ers at the White House, 
a day after he abruptly 
fired Bolton.

Trump said he dis-
agreed with Bolton on 
his attitudes on Ven-
ezuela. “I thought he 
was way out of line, 

and I think I’ve proven 
to be right. But we are 
always watching Vene-
zuela very, very closely.”

Bolton, he added, 
wanted to do things not 
necessarily tougher than 
him.

“You know, John is 
known as a tough guy. 
He’s so tough he got us 
sent to Iraq that’s tough,” 
Trump said.

“But he’s somebody 
that I actually had a very 
good relationship with, 
but he wasn’t getting 
along with people in 

the administration that 
I consider very import-
ant.”

According to the 
president, Bolton was 
not in line with what the 
administration was do-
ing and thought it was 
too tough.

“I hope we have left 
in good stead, but maybe 
we haven’t,” Trump said. 
“I have to run the coun-
try the way we are run-
ning the country. We are 
doing very well, we’re 
respected all over the 
world again.”

China successfully launches three new satellites
K J M vARMA
Beijing, Sep 12 (PTI): 
China successfully 
launched three satellites, 
including a resource sat-
ellite, on Thursday into 
planned orbits which will 
help in disaster prevention, 
urban construction and 
monitor polar regions and 
global climate change.

The resource satellite 
and two small satellites were 
launched on a Long March-
4B carrier rocket at 11:26 
am local time from the Tai-
yuan Satellite Launch Centre 
in north China’s Shanxi Prov-
ince. The resource satellite 
ZY-1 02D is developed by 
the China Academy of Space 
Technology (CAST) and is 

an important part of China’s 
space-based infrastructure.

It will provide observa-
tion data for natural resourc-
es asset management, eco-
logical monitoring, disaster 
prevention and control, envi-
ronmental protection, urban 
construction, transportation 
and contingency manage-
ment, state-run Xinhua news 
agency reported.

With an expected lifes-
pan of five years, ZY-1 02D 
will form a network with 
more satellites to follow.

It will work in the so-
lar synchronous orbit at 
778-km above the Earth. 
It carries a near-infrared 
camera with a coverage 
width of 115-km, enabling 

it to observe large and me-
dium-sized cities, and be 
used for urban planning, 
the satellite’s project man-
ager Li Yifan said.

It also carries a 166-
band hyperspectral cam-
era that can produce 166 
pictures with different co-
lour bands simultaneous-
ly. The camera can capture 
the reflected light infor-
mation of various miner-
als, and be used to analyse 
complicated mineral com-
positions and distribution, 
Li said. The satellite can 
also be used to observe 
chlorophyll concentration, 
water transparency and 
total suspended matter 
concentration in lakes to 

help monitor the environ-
ment and prevent water 
pollution.One of the two 
small satellites launched 
on the same rocket be-
longs to Beijing Normal 
University, and is named 
BNU-1, and the other be-
longs to a Shanghai-based 
private space technology 
company. Both have an ex-
pected lifespan of one year. 
BNU-1, developed by a 
Shenzhen-based company 
affiliated to CAST, weighs 
about 16 kilogrammes, 
and will be mainly used 
to monitor polar climate 
and environment, greatly 
helping research of the 
polar regions and global 
climate change.

US invokes regional defense treaty over 
Venezuela crisis: State Department

Washington, Sept 12 
(AFP): The United States 
has invoked a region-
al defense pact with 10 
other countries and Ven-
ezuela’s opposition af-
ter “bellicose” moves by 
Nicolas Maduro’s regime.

A request to invoke 
the Inter-American 
Treaty of Reciprocal As-
sistance (TIAR) came 
from the Venezuelan 
opposition, said a state-
ment from US Secretary 
of State Mike Pompeo, 
retweeted early Thurs-
day by President Donald 
Trump.

“Recent bellicose 
moves by the Venezuelan 
military to deploy along 
the border with Colombia 
as well as the presence of 
illegal armed groups and 
terrorist organizations 
in Venezuelan territory 
demonstrate that Nicolas 
Maduro not only poses 
a threat to the Venezu-
elan people, his actions 
threaten the peace and 
security of Venezuela’s 
neighbors,” Pompeo said.

Venezuela was thrust 
into a political crisis in 
January when opposi-
tion leader Juan Guaido 
declared himself acting 
president, in a direct 

challenge to Maduro’s 
authority over the coun-
try from which millions 
have fled economic 
deprivation.

The opposition has 
branded the socialist 
leader a “usurper” over 
his re-election last year 
in a poll widely viewed 
as rigged.

Pompeo said in the 
statement that invoking 
the TIAR is “recognition 
of the increasingly de-
stabilizing influence” the 
Maduro regime has in the 
region.

“Catastrophic eco-
nomic policies and polit-
ical repression continue 
to drive this unprece-
dented refugee crisis, 
straining the ability 
of governments to re-
spond,” he said.

“We look forward to 
further high-level discus-
sions with fellow TIAR 
parties, as we come to-
gether to collectively 
address the urgent crisis 
raging within Venezue-
la and spilling across its 
border through the con-
sideration of multilateral 
economic and political 
options.” The US and 
more than 50 countries 
have recognized Guaido.

‘Water found for the first time 
on super-Earth exoplanet’

London, Sep 12 (PTI): 
In an “incredibly excit-
ing” finding, astronomers 
have for the first time 
discovered water in the 
atmosphere of a plan-
et orbiting a distant 
star outside our solar 
system with Earth-
like temperatures that 
could support life.

K2-18b, which is 
eight times the mass 
of Earth, is now the 
only exoplanet known 
to have both water 
and temperatures that 
could be potentially 
habitable, according to 
the study published in 
the journal Nature As-
tronomy.

The planet orbits 
the cool dwarf star K2-
18, which is about 110 
light years from the 
Earth in the Leo con-
stellation, noted the 
researchers who used 
data from ESA/NASA 
Hubble Space Tele-
scope.

The discovery is the 
first successful atmo-
spheric detection for 
an exoplanet orbiting 
in its star’s ‘habitable 
zone’, at a distance 
where water can ex-
ist in liquid form, they 
said.

“Finding water in a 
potentially habitable 
world other than Earth 
is incredibly exciting,” 
said first author An-
gelos Tsiaras from the 
University College Lon-
don (UCL) in the UK.

“K2-18b is not 
‘Earth 2.0’ as it is sig-
nificantly heavier and 
has a different atmo-
spheric composition. 
However, it brings us 
closer to answering the 
fundamental question: 
Is the Earth unique?” 
said Tsiaras.

The team used ar-
chive data from 2016 
and 2017 captured 
by the Hubble Space 
Telescope and devel-
oped open-source al-

gorithms to analyse 
the starlight filtered 
through K2-18b’s at-
mosphere.

The results re-
vealed the molecular 
signature of water va-
pour, also indicating 
the presence of hydro-
gen and helium in the 
planet’s atmosphere, 
researchers said.

They believe that 
other molecules in-
cluding nitrogen and 
methane may be pres-
ent but, with current 
observations, they re-
main undetectable.

“This is the cool-
est exoplanet that 
we’ve detected water 
in. While not a true 
Earth-analogue due to 
its size, this bodes well 
for our exploration of 
small planets,” Josh Lo-
thringer, who studies 
exoplanet atmospheres 
at Johns Hopkins Uni-
versity in the US, said 
on Twitter.

“K2-18b receives 
only 5 per cent more ra-
diation than the Earth, 
leaving it with an equi-
librium temperature of 
265 K (minus 8 degrees 
Celsius),” Lothringer 
wrote in the tweet.

Further studies are 
required to estimate 
cloud coverage and the 
percentage of atmo-
spheric water present, 
the researchers said.

The researchers 
noted that given the 
high level of activity of 
its red dwarf star, K2-
18b may be more hos-
tile than Earth and is 
likely to be exposed to 
more radiation.

K2-18b was dis-
covered in 2015 and 
is one of hundreds of 
super-Earths -- planets 
with a mass between 
Earth and Neptune -- 
found by NASA’s Kepler 
spacecraft.

“With so many new 
super-Earths expected 
to be found over the 

next couple of decades, 
it is likely that this is 
the first discovery of 
many potentially hab-
itable planets,” said 
co-author Ingo Wald-
mann from UCL.

“This is not only 
because super-Earths 
like K2-18b are the 
most common planets 
in our galaxy, but also 
because red dwarfs 
-- stars smaller than 
our Sun -- are the most 
common stars,” said 
Waldmann.

However, some sci-
entists who were not 
a part of the research, 
said the planet should 
not be described as 
“habitable.”

“This is a Mini-Nep-

tune and not habitable. 
The pressure at any 
surface of this planet is 
likely 10 times higher 
than the deepest point 
of the ocean in Earth,” 
Erin M May, who stud-
ies exoplanet atmo-
spheres at the Univer-
sity of Michigan, in the 
US, wrote on Twitter.

“This planet is 
about the same tem-
perature as Earth, but 
2.7 times larger. While 
the planet is not hab-
itable due to copious 
hydrogen/helium, the 
measurement is a huge 
leap,” tweeted Andrew 
Howard, Professor of 
Astronomy at Caltech 
in the US.
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AUTUMN VIBES! The actress, Kate Bosworth gives us 
fall looks in a deep orange dress with matching rockstar 
boots and chic Chloe purse while out in New York City.
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ARIES:
The stage is being set for your relationship to 
move to the next level. You are building a 
stronger foundation and experiencing a deeper 
sense of commitment. This is the love you’ve 
been hoping and praying for, Aries. Send a 
prayer of gratitude into the cosmos. Remem-
ber, interdependence is a gift. Continue to give 
each other space to grow and become better 
human beings.
TAURUS:
It’s not always about calling each other every 
day or making grand declarations on social me-
dia. It’s about showing up when it matters. The 
Universe is reminding you of who your real 
people are, Taurus. Reach out when you need 
a sounding board. Let vulnerability be your 
strength. Coupled bulls will find that they are 
blessed with a supportive partner, one who is 
receptive to both their needs and wants. What 
have you been shying away from expressing? 
Open your heart and let the words flow.
GEMINI:
What if forever is a myth? Embrace the ro-
mance you’re being offered at the moment. 
Allow yourself to experience what it is like 

to be in the throes of passion. You only live 
once, Gemini. Coupled twins, this is a time of 
renewed passion. Give yourself permission to 
have fun and experiment. Meeting each other 
as strangers is a good place to start.
CANCER:
But what about love, compassion and em-
pathy? Cancer, you’re learning to keep your 
judgements aside and meet people where they 
are. Hold space for real conversations. A space 
where people can take off their masks and be 
their most authentic selves. Learning to be un-
conditional in your love promises to transform 
the most challenging relationships. Is there a 
certain somebody who has been on your mind 
all day long? A kind word from you could turn 
their day around.
LEO:
Mental health is as important as the physical, 
Leo. Nightmares, mood swings and anxiety 
are all symptoms of the emotional unrest you 
are going through. Bring to light your deepest, 
darkest desires. Ask yourself the questions you 
have been afraid to find the answers to. You de-
serve the truth. Remember, this is not the time 
to rush into anything. Take things slow and 

easy until you find your balance.
VIRGO:
This is a time of financial security and stabil-
ity. The Universe is taking care of both your 
needs and wants. So be grateful for the bless-
ings knocking at your door. Remind yourself 
that you deserve to live a life that’s lush inside 
out. Spending time with the family and extend-
ed family may also be on the cards for some. 
Coupled Virgos thinking about taking the next 
big step, the time is now. The future looks more 
promising than you can imagine with your lim-
ited human perception.
LIBRA:
The cup hath runneth over, Libra. This is a 
time of joy and celebration, of connecting with 
your tribe and being in the company of those 
who make you feel seen and heard. ‘Lucky in 
love’ promises to be your mantra, especially if 
you’ve been a founding member of the Single 
Ladies Club. This is no ordinary love. Open 
your heart and prepare to connect on a deeper 
level.
Scorpio:
You don’t have all the facts and figures in front 
of you, and that’s okay. Trust the truth will 

eventually come to light. For now, slow down. 
There is no rush to get anywhere. Take this 
time to connect with yourself. To reconnect 
with your inner guidance. Being around people 
who make you feel like home is sure to bring 
back that lost sense of optimism.
SAGITTARIUS:
Sexual healing is on the cards, Sagittarius. Let go 
of the guilt and shame you grew up. Allow your-
self to get in touch with your primal side. What 
you will discover in the process: your inner she-
wolf is but insatiable. Instead of blaming people 
and circumstances, take responsibility for the life 
you are creating. How and where would you like 
to experience more freedom? The reins are exact-
ly where they are supposed to be.
CAPRICORN:
What is it like to be unloved and unsupported? 
It’s a good thing you’ll never have to find out, 
Capricorn. The masculine warriors in your life 
are stepping up their game and doing what they 
can to make you feel protected. In the realm 
of love and romance, you are experiencing a 
solid commitment. There’s a good chance your 
partner is prioritising work at this time. Instead 
of letting your triggers get the better of you, try 

to understand where they are coming from. Your 
relationship will grow from strength to strength 
once you learn to support each other’s dreams.
AQUARIUS:
It’s easy to be truly, deeply and madly in love 
when everything is picture perfect. The true test 
of compatibility? How you survive the stormy 
weather. Continue to be a pillar of strength for 
each other, Aquarius. What you need to keep in 
mind: you may not experience the same level of 
understanding with everyone. Keep your ego out 
of the interactions that trigger you. Grounding 
yourself daily will help you act from a place of 
higher wisdom.
Tip: Continue to be a pillar of strength for each 
other in these testing times.
PISCES:
The ebb is inevitably followed by the flow. Such 
is the cycle of life, Pisces. You may feel like your 
world is rife with pain and heartache. Trust that 
this phase is but temporary. Don’t hold back 
the tears, wild one. Give yourself permission to 
grieve. The process of cleanse and purge will 
help you start over on a clean slate. If an old love 
is keeping you from moving forward, know that 
you’ve only got yourself to blame.

‘the family Man’ closest to ‘shor in the city’: raj nidimoru and Krishna dK
KoMAL PANCHAMATIA
Mumbai, Sep 12 (PTI): Filmmaker 
duo Raj Nidimoru and Krishna DK are 
making their digital debut with “The 
Family Man” and they believe the Am-
azon Prime Video web series is closest 
to their 2011 critically-acclaimed film 
“Shor in the City” in terms of its mood.

“The Family Man” follows a mid-
dle-class man, played by played by 
Manoj Bajpayee, secretly working for 
the National Investigation Agency.

“Shor in The City” was the story of 
an NRI businessman, a small-time crook 
and a budding cricketer grappling with 
life-changing choices during the chaotic 
period of the festival of Ganesh Chatur-
thi. “For us, this show is closest to ‘Shor 
in the City’, in terms of its mood. It was a 
gritty film, it was about a love-and-hate 
relationship with the city and yet there 
was an element of quirk and humour.

“That way ‘The Family Man’ is clos-
est in spirit to that film as it is real, 
grounded and has its quirks. But at the 
same, the series is more rooted in real-
ity because it deals with current affairs, 
the geopolitics of the subcontinent and 
terrorism in general,” DK told PTI in 
an interview. The duo had the script of 
“The Family Man” ready five years ago 
but talks for the web series with Ama-
zon began in 2016.

“Working on a series takes more 
time as there is a lot of content to write. 
We met Amazon three years ago, they 
were fresh at that point and we were 
busy with films too. It takes time to put 
everything together. We write our own 
stuff, we don’t pick up from anywhere. 
The process starts from writing to pro-

ducing to directing.”
Raj and DK, who have written films 

like “Shor in the City”, “Go Goa Gone” 
and “Stree” among others, said, the web 
platform gave them the opportunity to 
delve deeper into the story and char-
acters, something they thoroughly en-
joyed.

Raj added the idea was to not get 
lured by the no-censorship policy on 
digital space but focus more on getting 
an intriguing long-format story.

“Now that we are coming up on the 
web doesn’t mean we had some pent 
up angst that we had to explore on this 
uncensored platform. We did not think 
that let’s do something crazy.

“For us it was like let’s do something 
different in this long format, let me dig 
deep and showcase something that we 
cannot in films due to limited time,” he 
explained. In the web series, Bajpayee 
plays Srikant, who is described as a mid-
dle-class man but a world-class spy.

The duo added the National 
Award-winning actor was the perfect 
choice for the show as he is a family man 
who looks believable as an intelligence 
officer on screen. According to the offi-
cial synopsis, Srikant works in a special 
cell at the National Investigation Agency. 
And while he tries to protect the nation 
from terror threats, he also has to protect 
his family from the impact of his secretive, 
high-pressure and low paying job.

“The show is inspired by real 
incidents. We  a re  s e t t i n g  i t  i n t o 
t h e  re a l  wo r l d  and we don’t want 
to be preachy. So it is up to the au-
dience to decide how they take this 
story,” DK said.

Raj believes intelligence agents are 
the unsung heroes of a nation.

He said he was amazed by the sincer-
ity and dedication of these agents, who 
are never rewarded publicly and yet 
they do their best to protect the country.

“It is a de-glamorised job, unlike 
what we see in films like how they are 
running around in suits, especially an 
Indian spy, who is on the road. He is a 
common man, he is somebody’s father 
or husband working hard to make ends 
meet. “What is amazing is, the effort 
they take and what drives them to fight 
for the country, when there are no perks 
in it and sometimes you lose your family. 
They go unnoticed but give the most. I 
felt it is a fascinating study of a person, 
who goes to great lengths to protect the 
country and gains nothing.”

DK added the team did thorough re-
search on the life of intelligence officers 
as they wanted to get everything right 
-- from their body language to how they 
function. The series was shot last year in 
Kochi, Mumbai and Kashmir.

Talking about shooting in the Valley, 
Raj said, “We had a great experience 
shooting in Kashmir. We wondered why 
many people did not shoot there. It is 
such a beautiful place, the people are 
helpful and welcoming.”

“Currently, where things stand today, 
I think it will be little difficult to shoot 
there right now. Let hope things nor-
malise soon,” he added.

The cast also includes Priyama-
ni, Sharib Hashmi, Gul Panag, Sharad 
Kelkar and Dalip Tahil.

The series, written and directed by 
Raj and DK will be out on September 20.

Special screening of ‘Super 
30’ in Canada on Sept 20

Patna, Sep 12 (PTI): After its box office suc-
cess in the country, Hrithik Roshan-starrer 
‘Super 30’, based on the inspiring journey of 
ace mathematician Anand Kumar, is set to 
charm audience in Canada.

A special screening of the film has been 
scheduled at Vancouver, a coastal seaport city 
in western Canada, on September 20, a state-
ment by Kumar-helmed coaching institute Su-
per 30 said here.

According to the statement, Maple Ridge-
Pitt Meadows News Publisher Lisa Craik will 
host the show, the chief guest of which is Brit-
ish Columbia’s Minister of Tourism, Arts and 
Culture Lisa Beare.

The money generated through the programme 
will go to Ridge Meadows Hospital Foundation.

Canada-based doctor Biju Mathew, who 
penned the book ‘Super 30’, will accompany 
Kumar and his brother Pranav to the event. 
The brothers will be presented plaques as recognition of their 
efforts and achievements on the occasion.

“The audience will be inspired by this moving film based 
on the remarkable life of mathematician Anand Kumar and 
the students of his educational programme,” Mathew said.

Since 2002, Kumar has been successfully mentoring 30 

bright yet underprivileged students free of cost every year - 
giving them a shot at the prestigious, highly-competitive, and 
daunting entrance exam for admission to the Indian Institutes 
of Technology (IITs).

The biopic, released in July, has received rave reviews from 
critics and common people, with eight states, including Bihar, 
Uttar Pradesh and Rajasthan, making it tax- free.

Jimmy sheirgill to foray into digital space
Mumbai, Sep 12 (PTI): Jim-
my Sheirgill is set to make his 
digital debut with dark thrill-
er drama series “Your Honor”.

Produced for Applause 
Entertainment by Sphereori-
gins, the series is directed by 
E Niwas. The original Israeli 
series was created by Ron 
Ninio and Shlomo Mashiach. 
Ishan Trivedi has written the 
Indian adaptation.

Jimmy said he is looking 
forward to the web series.

“My role in ‘Your Honor’ 

takes a chance with his own 
reality, the substance of the 
story is what convinced me to 
take up the part. The length 
an individual can go, burning 
all the bridges and principles 
for the ones he loves, is truly 
compelling,” the actor said in 
a statement.

Set in Punjab’s Ludhiana, 
the story revolves around 
Bishan Khosla (Jimmy), a re-
spected circuit court judge, 
known for his uncompromis-
ing honesty, and on the cusp 

of a big promotion.
After his troubled teen-

aged son Abeer Khosla (Pul-
kit Makol) is involved in a 
hit-and-run accident, Bishan 
is about to turn Abeer in to 
the police, when he learns 
about the victim’s identi-
ty. What ensues next is a 
disturbing downward spi-
ral of events, as Bishan, in 
his attempt to protect his 
son, uncharacteristically 
obstructs justice to cover up 
the truth.

Ali fazal to star alongside gal gadot in ‘death on the nile’

Mumbai, Sep 12 (PTI): Actor Ali Fazal is set 
to share screen space with “Wonder Woman” 
star Gald Gadot in 20th Century Fox’s upcom-
ing adaptation of Agatha Christie’s “Death on 
the Nile”.

The film is a follow-up to the studio’s 2017 
blockbuster “Murder on the Orient Express”, 
also an adaptation of Christie’s novel of the 
same name.

Kenneth Branagh, who helmed the first 
part, will return to the director’s chair for the 
new project and reprise his role of the musta-
chioed Belgian detective Hercule Poirot.

Fazal has made a name for himself in Hol-
lywood with films such as “Furious 7” and pe-
riod drama “Victoria & Abdul”, also starring 
veteran actor Judi Dench.

In a statement, the 32-year-old actor said, 

“Yes, I am part of this wonderful journey and 
I look forward to being a part of it. My moth-
er and I have always been huge fans of Agatha 
Christie novels.”

“Death on the Nile” will chronicle Poirot’s 
vacation in Egypt where he discovers a mur-
der on the banks of river Nile as a love triangle 
goes awry.

Armie Hammer and Letitia Wright are also 
aboard the cast, while Russell Brand and An-
nette Bening are in talks to join.

The film will go on floors later this 
month. Filming will take place in London 
and parts of Europe.

“Death on the Nile” has been previously 
adapted into a 1978 film, with Peter Ustinov 
as Poirot along with Bette Davis, Mia Farrow, 
Maggie Smith, among others.


