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Mother of 2 from Dentam passes 
away while returning from Gujarat

STOPPRESS: As per the novel corona-
virus test results released late Saturday 
evening by the District Hospital, Katni, 
both, the Late Chandra Subba and her sis-
ter have tested negative for nCoV.

SUMMIT REPORT
Gangtok, 17 May:

Chandra Subba, a 
mother of two hail-

ing from Dentam in West 
Sikkim, passed away in 
Madhya Pradesh late 
Sunday evening, after 
taking ill en route and 
getting disembarked at 
Katni in MP.

Ms Subba was work-
ing in Vadodra, Gujarat, 
and was among 160 
people from Sikkim who 
boarded a special train 
arranged to evacuate 
them to Sikkim. 

She was travelling 
with her sister, and is 
reported to have taken 
ill overnight. By the time 
the train pulled into 

Katni at around 5 in the 
morning, her health had 
deteriorated too much to 
make further travel advis-
able and she was disem-
barked and rushed to the 
district hospital there.

State Nodal Officer 

for Evacuation, Rinzing 
Chewang Bhutia, in a vid-
eo press briefing posted 
on Facebook today, in-
forms that Ms Subba was 
diagnosed for Dengue 
at Katni and was also 

suffering from acute de-
hydration. Her platelet-
count was also very low 
and it was decided that 
she be shifted to Jablapur 
Medical College which 
was better equipped to 
handle the complications 

she had developed.
Unfortunately, she 

passed away while being 
taken to Jabalpur.

The stress of the 
travel and taking care of 
her sister has also left Ms 

Subba’s sister fatigued 
and drained. She too has 
now been admitted to 
Jabalpur Medical College 
and receiving treatment 
there. Meanwhile, a COV-
ID-19 test has been taken 
for both sisters and the 
results are awaited.

Secretary to the CM, 
SD Dhakal, informs that 
the State Government 
was in touch with the 
authorities in MP and Ms 
Subba’s sister through-
out and coordinating ef-
forts to ensure the best 
treatment for them. Im-
mediately upon learn-
ing of the situation, Rs 
40,000 was deposited 
into her account to cover 
for any exigent expenses.

The State will also be 
bearing all costs for the 
funeral rites of the de-
parted soul which are be-
ing overseen by the SDM-
Jabalpur, it is informed.

Meanwhile, the 
Chief Minister has also 
mourned the death and 
conveyed his condo-
lences to the bereaved 
family. He also an-
nounced an ex-gratia of 
Rs 2.5 lakh each for the 
departed mother’s two 
children.

The State has also as-
sured that the sister, who 
is under medical care in 
Jabalpur at present, will 
receive the best care and 
all required assistance 
from the State.

Reusing protective gear risks exposure to dangerous chemicals, experts warn

India’s COVID-19 death count 
rises by 120, record jump 
of nearly 5,000 new cases

Kamarey to use lockdown 
hiatus to beautify 

SUMMIT REPORT
Rangpo, 17 May:

Kamarey under Bu-
dang Kamerey Gram 

Panchayat unit of Rhe-
nock constituency has 
decided to beautify the 
village during this lock-
down period. 

Panchayat member, 
CP Bhattarai, informs 
the initiative is mov-

ing ahead on the slogan, 
“Build our own village” 
with the initial focus be-
ing on cleanliness. 

He adds that the mis-
sion is being undertaken 
with due attention being 
paid to safety norms and 
social distancing rules. 

Plantation and clean-
liness drives and beau-
tification efforts will be 

supported by govern-
ment and non-govern-
ment organizations as 
well as social workers. 

Roshan Mangar, 
President of Rangpo All 
Taxi Drivers Welfare 
Association, Rapden 
Thapa, Vice President, 
Suresh Chhetri, and 
Stand Secretary have al-
ready assured support. 

HALLIE GOLDEN
Seattle, 17 May [theGuardian]: Health 
workers in the US may be exposing them-
selves to dangerous chemicals by dis-
infecting and reusing their protective 
equipment, experts have warned.

Hospitals and other facilities have 
dealt with an extreme shortage of person-
al protective equipment (PPE), including 
N95 masks, gloves and gowns, by reusing 
equipment that would usually be discard-
ed after use.

A range of practices to decontaminate 
equipment have been adopted, from stor-
ing equipment in paper bags for days, to 
using UV light and chemical disinfectants.

At Saint Catherine of Siena medical 
center, a hospital on Long Island, New 
York, healthcare workers reported spray-
ing their reusable gowns with Virex II 
256, a highly potent cleaner marketed for 
“hard, inanimate, nonporous surfaces” 
such as floors and walls.

In Colorado, health workers said they 
had been wiping down their face shields 
so frequently with the disinfectant Cavi-
Wipes that they became opaque.

The Centers for Disease Control and 
Prevention (CDC) offers guidance for 
healthcare practitioners reusing PPE 

when there is a severe shortage, including 
potentially reusing cloth isolation gowns 
without laundering them and cleaning 
face shields with federally registered hos-
pital disinfectants.

But Virex, CaviWipes and most prod-
ucts included on the Environmental Pro-
tection Agency’s list of disinfectants for use 
against coronavirus have active ingredients 
that belong to a class of chemicals known as 
quaternary ammonium compounds, which 
release formaldehyde. Studies have shown 
these compounds can cause asthma, fertil-
ity issues and birth defects, and irritate the 
skin, eyes and lungs.

Ana Rule, director of the Exposure 
Assessment Lab at the Johns Hopkins 
Bloomberg School of Public Health, said 
these cleaners were most likely bought by 
the hospitals for very specific uses, such 
as sanitizing bed railings or other highly 
touched areas in isolation units.

She said: “Now these chemicals are 
being used everywhere. So you’re in-
creasing the risk and the exposure and 
the concentration because you’re using 
them more broadly.”

A spokesperson for Diversey, which 
makes Virex, said it does not recommend 
using it on porous fabric or soft surfaces. 

The spokesperson said when Virex is 
used according to the instructions on the 
label, it is safe and effective.

KaVo Kerr, a manufacturer whose 
products include CaviWipes, said the 
cleaner has shown preliminary disinfec-
tant success against the virus. Saint Cath-
erine of Siena medical center did not re-
spond to a request for comment.

Sarah Collins, an intensive care nurse 
at PeaceHealth Southwest medical center 
in Vancouver, Washington, said she and 
her colleagues have been wiping down 
the hoods of their powered air purify-
ing respirators (PAPRs) every time they 
leave a potentially coronavirus-positive 
patient’s room, with the disinfecting wipe 
SideKick or Super Sani-Cloth. She said 
auditing nurses check to make sure they 
are wiping the inside and outside of the 
hoods with these cleaners.

Collins said she and her colleagues 
noticed warnings on the labels, including 
“harmful if inhaled or absorbed through 
skin” and “do not get in eyes or on cloth-
ing”, and became concerned.

She said: “A lot of us have felt like may-
be our headaches and sore throats and 
fatigue have been caused by breathing in 
these harsh chemicals.”

The hospital said in a statement the 
process was started in response to the 
shortages of PAPR hoods, and that the 
practice has involved drying them and 
checking the integrity of the equipment 
before putting them on.

The CDC described a similar type of 
disinfectant cleaning method on PAPRs 
as “generally effective for use during a 
pandemic”, but cautioned that “chemical 
compatibility for PAPR components is not 
well understood”. PAPR manufacturers 
strongly recommend avoiding quaternary 
ammonium compounds.

Using these disinfectants so frequent-
ly, especially inside the hoods, could pose 
acute and long-term health risks, accord-
ing to Lesliam Quirós-Alcalá, an assistant 
professor at the Johns Hopkins Bloom-
berg School of Public Health and an envi-
ronmental epidemiologist.

“It’s in the breathing zone. It’s right 
there,” she said. “It’s prolonged periods 
because they’re going to be there with pa-
tients for a while, so it is a concern.”

A spokesperson for Stryker, the corpo-
ration whose products includes SideKick, 
emphasized the importance of customers 
following the product’s instructions for use.

Caitlin Stowe, of PDI Healthcare, 

which produces Super Sani-Cloth, said 
some people can be sensitive to the chem-
icals in their products, and suggested 
wiping the PPE down with a paper towel 
to remove residual chemical.

These decontamination methods have 
been viewed very much as temporary 
measures designed to keep workers safe 
until cases subside and a vaccine is dis-
covered. But it is unclear how long this 
will last.

Quirós-Alcalá said: “This is some-
thing we need to keep in mind, because 
we don’t want to adopt practices for the 
long-term that may be detrimental to hu-
man health.”

This issue extends beyond the clean-
ing methods used within the walls of these 
hospitals, with companies now offering 
cleaning services for PPE, in order to allow 
for a simpler and more centralized system 
of decontamination and reuse.

David Pratt, health and safety repre-
sentative for the New York State Nurses 
Association, gave the example of Medline 
Industries, a healthcare company that has 
been decontaminating masks using ethyl-
ene oxide. The CDC and 3M have said this is 
not recommended, and the CDC referenced 
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New Delhi, May 17 
(PTI): The death toll 
due to COVID-19 rose to 
2,872 and the number 
of total positive cases 
climbed to 90,927 Sun-
day morning, registering 
an increase of 120 fatali-
ties and a record jump 
of 4,987 new cases in 24 
hours, since 8 AM Sat-
urday, according to the 
Union Health Ministry.

The number of active 
COVID-19 cases stands 
at 53,946, while 34,108 
people have recovered 
and one patient has mi-
grated, it said.

“Thus, around 37.51 
per cent patients have re-
covered so far,” a senior 
health ministry official said

Three states have re-
ported over 10,000 cases 
so far with Maharashtra 
being the worst hit at 
30,706 infections, fol-
lowed by Gujarat (10,988) 
and Tamil Nadu 10,585.

The total confirmed 
cases include foreign 
nationals too who were 
tested in India.

Of the 120 new 
deaths reported since 
Saturday morning, 67 
were in Maharashtra, 19 
in Gujarat, nine in Uttar 
Pradesh, seven in West 
Bengal, six in Delhi, four 
in Madhya Pradesh, three 
in Tamil Nadu and two 
in Haryana and one each 
from Andhra Pradesh, 
Jammu and Kashmir and 
Rajasthan

Of the total 2,872 fa-
talities, Maharashtra tops 

the tally with 1,135 fatali-
ties, Gujarat comes second 
with 625 deaths, followed 
by Madhya Pradesh at 
243, West Bengal at 232, 
Delhi at 129, Rajasthan 
at 126, Uttar Pradesh at 
104,Tamil Nadu at 74 and 
Andhra Pradesh at 49

The death toll 
reached 36 in Karnataka, 
34 Telangana and 32 in 
Punjab

Haryana has report-
ed 13 fatalities due to 
the disease, Jammu and 
Kashmir has 12 deaths 
while Bihar has regis-
tered seven and Kerala 
has reported four deaths

Jharkhand, Chandi-
garh, Himachal Pradesh 
and Odisha have record-
ed three COVID-19 fatali-
ties each, while Assam 
has reported two deaths

Meghalaya, Uttara-
khand and Puducherry 
have reported one fatal-
ity each, according to the 
ministry data.

The ministry’s web-
site says more than 70 
per cent of the deaths are 
due to comorbidities

According to the 
health ministry data 
updated in the morn-
ing, the highest num-
ber of confirmed cases 
in the country are from 
Maharashtra at 30,706, 
followed by Gujarat at 
10,988, Tamil Nadu at 
10,585, Delhi at 9,333, 
Rajasthan at 4,960, Mad-
hya Pradesh at 4,789 and 
Uttar Pradesh at 4,258

The number of CO-

VID-19 cases has gone up 
to 2,576 in West Bengal, 
2,355 in Andhra Pradesh 
and 1,946 in Punjab

It has risen to 1,509 
in Telangana, 1,179 in Bi-
har, 1,121 in Jammu and 
Kashmir, 1,092 in Karna-
taka and 887 in Haryana

Odisha has reported 
737 coronavirus infec-
tion cases so far, while 
Kerala has 587 cases. A 
total of 217 people have 
been infected with the vi-
rus in Jharkhand and 191 
in Chandigarh

Tripura has reported 
167 cases, Assam has 92 
cases, Uttarakhand has 
88, Himachal Pradesh 
has 78 cases, Chhattis-
garh has 67 and Ladakh 
has registered 43 cases, 
so far

Thirty-three CO-
VID-19 cases have been 
reported from the Anda-
man and Nicobar Islands

Goa have reported 17 
COVID-19 cases, while 
Meghalaya and Puduch-
erry have registered 13 
cases each

Manipur has sev-
en cases. Mizoram, 
Arunachal Pradesh and 
Dadar and Nagar Haveli 
have reported a case 
each till how

“Our figures are being 
reconciled with the ICMR 
(Indian Council of Medi-
cal Research),” the minis-
try said on its website

The state-wise dis-
tribution is subject to 
further verification and 
reconciliation, it said.

Lockdown to continue 
till 31 May; Expected 
relaxations notified

New Delhi, 17 May 
[PIB]: Lockdown mea-
sures in place since 
March 24, 2020 have 
helped considerably in 
containing the spread of 
COVID-19.  It has there-
fore been decided to 
further extend the lock-
down till May 31, 2020.  

Ministry of Home Af-
fairs (MHA), Government 
of India (GoI) issued an 
order today under the 
Disaster Management 
(DM) Act, 2005, in this 
regard. 

The salient features 
of the new guidelines are 
as follows:

STATES TO DECIDE 
VARIOUS ZONES

Under the new 
guidelines, States and 
Union Territories (UTs) 
will  now delineate Red, 
Green and Orange zones 
taking into consideration 
the parameters shared 
by the Health Ministry. 

The zones can be a dis-
trict, or a municipal cor-
poration/ municipality 
or even smaller adminis-
trative units such as sub-
divisions, etc, as decided 
by States and UTs.

Within the red and 
orange zones, contain-
ment and buffer zones 
will be demarcated by 
the local authorities, af-
ter taking into consider-
ation the Health Ministry 
guidelines. 

Within the contain-
ment zones, only essen-
tial activities shall be al-
lowed. Strict perimeter 
control shall be main-
tained, and no movement 
of persons would be al-
lowed, except for medi-
cal emergencies and for 
maintaining supply of 
essential goods and ser-
vices.  Buffer zones are 
areas adjoining each con-
tainment zone, where new 
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LAND FOR SALE 
A land measuring an area for  50x32 1/2  at Road-
side just below housing colony is for sale. It is 
just a  one minute walking distance from Namchi 
bazaar taxi stand. Interested party may contact 
9593373387 and 9434406761

LAND FOR SALE 
An area measuring 1 acre at Sadam South Sikkim 
near Loretto Convent School at Gupti road. Price 
negotiable any one interested can contact:

78640-04501,62970-03235, 98320-48410

GENERAL LAND FOR SALE
General land 30X40 (3 Plots) available for sale 

at  Tadong 6th Mile next to Harka Maya College. 
Flat Land no cutting required. Price 27 Lakhs 

(negotiable).
Contact: 9800201335

 
~ SummitTIMES ~

CLASSIFIEDS

KUTSE SHEGU 
The kutse Shegu of Late Bhaichung Bhutia of 
Upper Chandmari below Enchey Monastery 
TV. Tower “Vinakay Mis-
sion Hostel” who left for 
his heavenly abode on 2nd 
April 2020 falls on 20th 
May 2020. Due to the cur-
rent COVID 19 situation and 
social distancing norms, the 
bereaved family would like 
to request all the family, friends and well wishers 
to pray for the departed soul in their own homes.

Chungden Bhutia (Wife)
6294475441

N.T Bhutia (Father-in-law)
9775821266

Tashi Tshering Bhutia (Brother)
9609850653/8918590228

Laden Bhutia (Sister in law)
9593785714/8918059921

SHUTTER SHOT
Sikkim has proven itself to be the state of divinity and peace 
always and ever. Shriaadi Entertainments have come forward 
with a creative PHOTOGRAPHY CONTEST to enhance the tal-
ent of photography in ourselves. The contest is also with an 
objective to set an example in the society of how a LOCKDOWN 
can be PRODUCTIVE!

For further details Like and Follow page Shriaadi Enter-
tainments in Facebook and Instagram.

Contact: +91-8145203427/+91-7586096313

cases are more likely to appear.  In the 
buffer zones, more caution needs to be 
exercised.

ACTIVITIES PROHIBITED 
THROUGHOUT THE COUNTRY

A limited number of activities will 
continue to remain prohibited through-
out the country.  These include

- all domestic and international 
air travel of passengers, except for do-
mestic medical services, domestic air 
ambulance and for security purposes 
or purposes as permitted by MHA;

- metro rail services;
- running of schools, colleges, 

educational and training/coaching in-
stitutions;

- hotels, restaurants and other 
hospitality services, except for the run-
ning of canteens in bus depots, railway 
stations and airports;

- places of large public gather-
ings such as cinemas, shopping malls, 
gymnasiums entertainment parks, etc.;

- social, political, cultural and 
similar gatherings and other large 
congregations; and, access to religious 
places/places of worship for public.  

However, online/ distance learn-
ing shall be permitted and encouraged; 
and, restaurants will be allowed to op-
erate kitchens for home delivery of food 
items.

OPENING UP OF SPORTS ACTIVI-
TIES

Sports complexes and stadia will be 
permitted to open only for sports ac-
tivities.  However, spectators will not be 
allowed in these complexes.

ACTIVITIES PERMITTED WITH RE-
STRICTIONS

In order to facilitate the movement 
of persons, various modes of transport 
have already been opened up.  Move-
ment of individuals by trains has been 
permitted earlier by MHA through 
an order dated 11.05.2020.   Further, 
evacuation of foreign nationals from 
India, return of stranded Indian nation-
als from abroad, sign-on and sign-off of 
Indian seafarers, and intra-State and 
inter-State movement of stranded per-
sons by bus and train, will continue to 
be allowed.

Inter-State movement of vehicles 
and buses has also been allowed with 
mutual consent of the concerned 
States/ UTs.  Intra-State movement of 
vehicles and buses can be decided by 
the States and UTs. 

NATIONAL DIRECTIVES FOR CO-
VID-19 MANAGEMENT

The guidelines specify the National 
Directives for COVID-19 management, 
which shall apply to public places and 
work places. 

Under these guidelines, wearing 
of face covers is compulsory; spitting 
will be punishable with fine as may be 
prescribed in accordance with its laws, 
rules or regulations by the State/ UT 
local authority; and social distancing is 
to be followed by all persons in public 
places and in transport.  Marriage relat-
ed gathering shall not have more than 
50 guests.  For funerals/ last rites, the 
maximum number of persons allowed 
has been kept at 20.  Consumption of 
liquor, paan, gutkha and tobacco etc., is 
not allowed in public places. 

The National Directives also stipu-
late additional requirements for work 
places.  The practice of work from home 
(WfH) should be followed to the extent 
possible; and staggering of work hours 
should be adopted in respect of all of-
fices and other establishments.  There 
should be provision for thermal scan-
ning, hand wash and sanitizers at all en-
try and exit points and common areas; 
and all work places and other sensitive 
locations are to be sanitized regularly.  
In work places, social distancing would 
also need to be ensured through ad-
equate distance between workers, ad-
equate gaps between shifts, staggering 
the lunch break of staff and so on. 

STIPULATIONS REGARDING SHOPS 
AND MARKETS

Local authorities should ensure that 
shops and markets open with staggered 
timings, so as to ensure social distanc-
ing.   All shops shall also have to ensure 
six feet distance (2 gaz ki doori) among 
customers and also not allow more 
than 5 persons at one time.

NIGHT CURFEW
Night Curfew shall continue to re-

main in force on the movement of indi-
viduals, for all non-essential activities, 
between 7 pm and 7 am.

PROTECTION FOR VULNERABLE 
PERSONS

Vulnerable persons, i.e., persons 
above 65 years of age, persons with 
co-morbidities, pregnant women, and 
children below the age of 10 years, 
shall stay at home, except for meeting 
essential requirements and for health 
purposes.

ALL ACTIVITIES TO BE PERMITTED 
other than the limited number of those 
that are prohibited or restricted

All other activities will be permit-
ted except those which are specifically 
prohibited under these guidelines. 
However, in containment zones, only 
essential activities shall be allowed, as 
mentioned earlier.

STATES TO DECIDE ON ACTIVITIES 
WITHIN VARIOUS ZONES

States/ UTs, based on their assess-
ment of the situation, may prohibit 
certain other activities in the various 
zones, or impose such restrictions as 
deemed necessary.

USE OF AAROGYA SETU
The Aarogya Setu mobile applica-

tion is a powerful tool built by Govern-
ment of India to facilitate quick identifi-
cation of persons infected by COVID-19, 
or at risk of being infected, thus acting 
as a shield for individuals and the com-
munity.  With a view to ensure safety in 
offices and work places, employers on 
best effort basis should ensure that the 
application is installed by all employees 
having compatible mobile phones. 

District authorities have been asked 
to advise individuals to install the Aaro-
gya Setu application on compatible mo-
bile phones and regularly update their 
health status on the app.  This will facili-
tate timely provision of medical atten-
tion to those individuals who are at risk. 
State/ UT Governments shall continue to 
strictly enforce the lockdown guidelines 
and they shall not dilute these guidelines 
issued under the Disaster Management 
Act, 2005, in any manner.

Lockdown to ...

the fact that this is carcinogenic and chronic inhala-
tion has been linked to neurologic dysfunction.

“The idea that this would be used on these prod-
ucts that you put on your face afterwards is just outra-
geous,” Pratt told the Guardian.

Medline did not respond to a request for comment.
In recent weeks, at least half a dozen practices for 

disinfecting N95 masks have also been shown to de-
crease the filtration efficiency and thus make it pos-
sible for viral particles to get through, according to 
Melissa J Perry, chair of environmental and occupa-
tional health at George Washington University. These 
include using quaternary ammonium compounds, as 
well as bleach and ethanol.

The only protocols that appear to safely disinfect 
these masks are hydrogen peroxide vapor, UV radia-
tion and a 65-90C heat treatment, Perry said.

Reusing protective...

Consumers footfall increase, average basket 
value goes up at retail stores in lockdown 3.0
New Delhi, May 17 (PTI): Lead-
ing retailers have witnessed an 
increase in number of footfalls 
along with a significant jump in 
average purchase value in the 
third phase of the lockdown.

According to industry play-
ers such as Metro Cash & Carry, 
Lots Wholesale Solutions, Fu-
ture Group and V-Mart Retail, 
as restrictions were eased more 
stores could open thereby in-
creasing customer walk-ins, 
availability of popular FMCG 
products and high-value items.

Some of the items that saw 
increased demand in the third 
phase of lockdown include dry 
fruits, frozen non-vegetarian 
products, personal care prod-
ucts - grooming, cold beverages 
and premium products.

Supply of these products 
was disrupted in the previous 
two phases of the lockdown im-
posed from March 25 to control 
the spread of coronavirus pan-
demic.

“The footfalls have gone up 
by a third over the previous 
lockdown as restrictions are 
getting eased especially in Kar-
nataka, Delhi and Telangana,” 
Metro Cash & Carry India MD & 
CEO Arvind Mediratta told PTI.

He said there are several fac-
tors which impact store walk- 
ins, operational timings of the 
store along-with other factors 
in that particular city that play a 
role in store footfalls.

Expressing similar views, 
Lots Wholesale Solutions Man-
aging Director Tanit Cheara-
vanont said as restrictions on 
movement are being eased, the 
number of footfalls is increas-
ing in stores along with average 
purchase value.

“With every passing day and 
government providing some 
ease in movement, we have wit-
nessed increased footfall at our 
stores largely from local kiranas 
and retailers during the lock-
down and overall the average 
purchase value per customer 
has gone up,” he said.

Value fashion and lifestyle 
products retailer V-Mart Retail 
said the number of its opera-
tional stores pan-India has gone 
up, so also the number of cus-
tomers.

“Earlier, one store has an 
average visit of around 40-50 
customers which now has gone 
up to 130 to 150 per day. The 
basket size has also increased as 
people still have some tendency 
to hoard,” said V-Mart Retail 
Chairman and MD Lalit Agarwal.

According to him, in May 
and June, some marriages were 
scheduled. As restrictions were 
eased, low profile marriage hap-
pened in limited small groups 
and people have done some 
shoppings, which has turned the 
situation favourable.

According to Mediratta, in 
the third phase availability of 

popular brands has increased 
and customers are returning 
back to them again preferring 
over the local and private labels.

“A major trend that we wit-
nessed in the second phase 
was that customers were ready 
to switch to local brands in the 
same product category. If their 
favourite brands were not avail-
able, they were happy to tran-
sition to a private label brand,” 
he said’ “With the government 
easing out manufacturing and 
measures taken to open the 
economy, consumers have 
started to pick up brands again 
with availability improving 
and are demanding value add-
ed categories.”

Future Group President 
Food & FMCG Kamaldeep Singh 
said that though the situation is 
still not close to normal but av-
erage purchase by a customer 
has gone up.

“Number of footfalls and 
shopping trips are still down 
but the average value of the bill 
is higher due to lesser number 
of visits by a customer,” he said 
adding “customers are largely 
picking staples, food items and 
personal hygiene products”.

However, Singh also added 
that customers have still not 
started picking personal care 
products like deodorant, skin 
care, vanity and beauty prod-
ucts. Walmart India, which op-
erates Best Price cash & carry 

stores, witnessed a spike on 
demand of staples and hygiene 
products and expects a pent-up 
demand in the non-essential 
categories, which was opened in 
the third phase of the lockdown.

“With non-essential catego-
ries opening up, we expect some 
pent up demand in small kitchen 
and home appliances like irons, 
kettles, pressure cookers, and 
fans,” said Anuj Singh, Chief Mer-
chandising Officer, Best Price 
Walmart India.

In the coming days retailers 
are hoping for a further easing 
of restriction as they continue 
to face some supply constraints 
as most of FMCG companies are 
not operating in full swing.

“We expect the government 
to ease restrictions in all the 
zones. The situation should nor-
malise, and the demand & sup-
ply should become more consis-
tent,” said Chearavanont.

While Mediratta has suggested, 
the state authorities to work in uni-
son with the central government 
so there is seamless functioning of 
businesses across sectors.

“The list of essential items 
should be further extended and 
all stores should be allowed to 
operate without any restrictions 
on timings,” he added.

India is presently going 
through an unprecedented lock-
down from March 25 to prevent the 
spread of the coronavirus with the 
third phase ending on Sunday.
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GST compensation to states 
pending for Dec-March FY20
New Delhi, May 17 (PTI): 
Finance Minister Nirma-
la Sitharaman on Sunday 
said GST compensation 
is due to all the states for 
the four-month period of 
December-March.

“We are periodically 
talking about it. GST 
dues are very clearly ex-
plained in the GST Coun-
cil. It is not for selective 
states... All states’ GST 
dues which we recognise 
for December, January, 
February, March have not 
been paid,” Sitharaman 
told reporters here.

Under GST law, states 
are guaranteed to be paid 
for any loss of revenue 
in the first five years of 
the GST implementation 
from July 1, 2017. The 
shortfall is calculated 
assuming a 14 per cent 
annual growth in GST 
collections by states over 
the base year of 2015-16.

Under the GST struc-
ture, taxes are levied un-
der 5, 12, 18 and 28 per 
cent slabs. On top of the 

highest tax slab, a cess is 
levied on luxury, sin and 
demerit goods and the 
proceeds from the same 
are used to compensate 
states for any revenue 
loss. There were no differ-
ences between the Centre 
and states with regard to 
compensation payment 
in 2017-18, 2018-19 and 
in the first four months 
(April-July) of the previ-
ous fiscal (2019-20).

However, with rev-
enue mop-up from com-
pensation cess falling, 
the Centre held back 
fund transfer to states 

beginning August. Fol-
lowing this, states raised 
the issue with the Centre 
and in December 2019, Rs 
35,298 crore was released 
as compensation for Au-
gust-September, while Rs 
34,053 crore was released 
in two instalments in Feb-
ruary and April as com-
pensation for October-
November.

The Centre has, so 
far, released over Rs 2.45 
lakh crore as GST com-
pensation to states since 
the implementation of 
the new indirect tax re-
gime on July 1, 2017. 
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Covid-19 Impact on Sikkimese Economy
GSDP at Current Prices, Sectoral Contribution 2018-19**

 Sectors % contribution Rs in lacs

1 Agriculture, Forestry & Fishing 11.55 290372

1.1 Crops 9.79 246142

1.2 Livestock 1.47 36892

1.3 Forestry & logging 0.26 6550

1.4 Fishing 0.03 788

2 Mining & quarrying 0.07 1855

a  Total of Primary Sector 11.62 292228

3 Manufacturing 44.11 1109147

4 Electricity,gas and Water supply 12.94 325324

5 Construction 4.52 113593

b Total of Secondary Sector 61.56 1548064

6 Trade,hotels and restaurants 4.41 110786

7 Transport,storage & communication 2.65 66538

7.1 Railways 0.00 0

7.2 Transport by other means 1.99 50121

7.3 Storage 0.00 0

7.4 Communication 0.65 16417

8 Banking & Insurance 1.31 32925

9 Real estate, ownership of dwellings  & BS 4.30 108192

10 Public administration 5.92 148971

11 Other services 8.23 207060

c.  Total of Tertiary Sector  26.82 674471

12 Per Capita Income (in Rs.) 405842

13 GSDP growth 14.9

data source: DESM&E

Approximate Financial burden on waiver for one 
year for hotel and restaurants and taxi

In crores

Electricity charge 9.50

Water charge 00.11

Hotel License fee 00.15

Garbage fee 00.8

Bar license 2.5

Taxi token tax and fitness fee 1.50

 Total 14.56

ITEMS Approximate value in crores
VALUE IN RS IN CRORES

Room rent loss for three months for 
hotels

378.00

Hotel/Restaurant staff salaries three 
months

27.00

Travel agency staff salaries three 
months

0.80

Travel agent commission loss three 
months

44.00

 Taxi income loss three months 120.00

Lockdown loss to restaurants/eater-
ies

121.00

Loss of lease amount for six months 63.00

Revenue loss from Nathula permits 
for three months

1.27

CATEGORY NUMBERS

Hotels 630

 Homestay 894

Hotels /homestay rooms 15647

Restaurants 1400

Hotel employees 15000

Registered travel agencies 1450

Registered guide/photographer 50

Data source: Tourism dept & 
DESM&E

SD TSHERING 

The outbreak of Covid-19 pandemic has affected 
political, social, economic, religious and finan-

cial structures of the whole world. The world’s top-
most economies such as the US, China, UK, Germany, 
France, Italy, Japan and many others are on the verge 
of collapse. Economists predict that the global econo-
my could shrink by up to 1 per cent in 2020 due to this 
pandemic, a reversal from the previous forecast of 2.5 
per cent growth. 

The UN has warned that it may contract even fur-
ther if restrictions on the economic activities are ex-
tended without adequate fiscal responses. Early esti-
mates predict that, most major economies will lose at 
least 2.4 percent of the value of their gross domestic 
product (GDP) over 2020.

The economic impact of the 2019–20 corona virus 
pandemic in India has been largely disruptive. The 
World Bank and credit rating agencies have down-
graded India’s growth for fiscal year 2021 to the low-
est figures since India’s economic liberalization in the 
1990s. As per the World Bank’s latest assessment, 
India is expected to grow between 1.5 per cent to 2.8 
per cent in the current year. The IMF had projected 
a GDP growth of 1.9 per cent for India in 2020. The 
Indian economy is likely to witness a sharp contrac-
tion of 4.5 per cent during Q4 FY20 and is expected to 
recover gradually, to post a GDP growth of just 2 per 
cent in FY21 as per assessment of the rating agencies. 

However, the impact of the lockdown due to the 
pandemic on Sikkim GSDP will be minimal. The sec-
toral contribution to the state GSDP shows that the 
largest contributor to the state GSDP comes from 
the manufacturing sector which mainly comprises of 
hydel power projects and pharmaceutical companies 
which were unaffected by the lockdown. 

The primary sector was not badly affected since 
Sikkim has very few cash crops and their production 
mainly remained unaffected. COVID-19 has disrupted 
some activities in agriculture and supply chains in the 
rest of the country. Preliminary reports show that the 
non-availability of migrant labor is interrupting some 
harvesting activities, particularly in northwest India 
where wheat and pulses are being harvested. 

There are disruptions in supply chains because of 
transportation problems and other issues. In contrast 
to other states whic depend on agriculture, Sikkim 
does not depend on migrant labourers for agricul-
ture. There have been some marketing difficulties for 
vegetables but this has been partly taken care of by 
the government and the traders. The flower trade was 
affected, but the volume marketed during the lock-
down does not amount to a very high figure. Overall 
the primary sector is likely to lose around 4% in its 
contribution to the GSDP. One sector which was af-
fected is the sector comprising Real estate, owner-
ship of dwellings  & BS which is likely to suffer  a 11% 
contraction in its contribution to the GSDP with this 
sector losing over Rs133 crores due to the lockdown. 
The transport sector has also been hit financially and 
it is estimated that this sector suffered a loss of over 
Rs 55 crores. The lockdown of government offices has 
caused a financial loss of over Rs100 crores in sala-
ries to employees during the lockdown. The impact 
of the lockdown is felt in all sectors but the shock is 
minimum. The overall impact on the GSDP growth is 
estimated around four percent,inspite of this down-
turn the GSDP growth will still be among the highest 
in the country.

India is big on cultural and historical tourism, at-
tracting domestic and foreign nationals throughout 
the year. But with visas being suspended and tourist 
attractions being shut indefinitely, the whole tour-
ism value chain, which includes hotels, restaurants, 
attractions, agents, and operators is expected to face 
losses worth thousands of crores. Experts believe the 
tourism industry is likely to take a massive hit, and it 
could end up crippling the industry for the foresee-
able future. The Indian tourism industry is projected 
to book a revenue loss of Rs 1.25 trillion in calendar 
2020 as a fall out of the shutdown of hotels and sus-
pension in flight operations after the onset and spread 
of the corona virus pandemic.

Sikkim which depends heavily on tourism for em-
ployment and income to the general public is also  
badly affected by the lockdown. The tourist season 
which is mainly divided into summer and winter sea-
sons has seen the summer period being fully wiped 
out. As most experts around the world predict that 
the corona pandemic will not ease till a vaccine is 
found. This will be further  affect tourism sector. The 

winter tourist season will likely see not many tourist 
due to the fear of the disease, leading to huge finan-
cial loss to the people depending on this sector. The 
outlook for the next year is also bleak. Unlike other 
sectors who can recover after the lockdown this sec-
tor cannot make up for the loss suffered during tour-

ist seasons since their income is seasonal. The losses 
in the tourism sector has a wide effect on all income 
groups ranging from tourist guides to hotel owners. 
This sector will see a contribution loss of over 9% to 
the GSDP. It is estimated that the hospitality sector 
and allied services is likely to suffer a financial loss of 
over Rs 700 crores during the summer tourist season. 
Similar amount will be lost if the winter tourist sea-
son does not pick up. The tourism sector contributes 
a lot to employment and income, trickle down ben-
efit of which reaches the bottom level of the society. A 
failure of the winter tourist season and the next years 
summer season will be a great set back for this sector 
resulting in loss of income and employment. Most ho-
tels have been built on borrowed money and failure of 
a tourist season will result in default of loan payment 
since more lessee will either not renew their lease or 
be unable to pay the lease amount. A  long depressed 
tourist inflow can have very serious consequences on 
financial health of this sector. The ability of this sec-
tor to bounce back was seen when the Gorkha land 
agitation disrupted the tourist inflow for more than 
two months but this time the disruption can be much 
longer and the consequences can be more serious due 
to the nature of the lockdown. 

Since the tourism sector is the most promising 
sector for the state in terms of employment and in-
come generation, it is important that the government 
extend a helping hand to support this  segment of the 
economy. Unlike revenue rich states which are able 
to extend direct cash support the Sikkim government 
can provide indirect financial help by way of waiver of 
fee, taxes and charges on hotels including homestays, 
restaurants, taxis which would approximately come 
around Rupees 15 crores. 

This pandemic has revealed the inherent weak-
ness of our tourism sector showing  the over depen-
dence on outsiders in this sector. Most hotels are be-
ing run by outsiders since locals do not have the ex-
pertise and the confidence to run their own hotel. Due 
to the lack of proper marketing of hotels locals do not 
possess the skill and knowledge to attract customers. 
Most hotel owners prefer leasing their hotel so that 
some income is assured to pay the loans and earn 
some income. Majority of the manpower engaged in 
hotels is also non locals due to the reluctance of locals 
to work in hotels. Most taxi drivers and other related 

trade connected to tourism are also dependent on 
non locals. 

This reliance on outsiders results in large outflow 
of money outside the state. If the outflow of money 
is to be curbed and local employment generated the 
government will have to take several remedial mea-

sures. Marketing 
of hotels is the 
biggest weakness 
that the govern-
ment would have 
to find a solution. 
The government 
will have to imple-
ment a marketing strategy for all hotels to assure the 
local hotel owners that their hotels will have passen-
gers to fill the hotel rooms. Youths must be encour-
aged to take employment in the hospitality sector 
and free training be provided. The Institute of Hotel 
Management in Rumtek needs more attention and 
strengthening at the moment there are very few local 
students and majority are from outside. 

The hotel industry may not return to business as 
usual in terms of hygiene, cleanliness and distancing. 
Hotel owners and operators will need to adapt to a 
new reality where a much larger percentage of guests 
are what would have formerly been referred to as ger-
maphobes will now be the new normal and their need 
for better hygiene standards will have to be catered 
to. Cleanliness manager will have to be appointed for 
developing, implementing and updating a cleanliness 
plan. Hotels must make efforts to convince guests that 
a hotel is safe and clean. This would require all hotel 
owners to take steps being taken to sanitize or oth-
erwise modify the hotel to minimize the chances of 
an outbreak or contagion event in the establishment. 
The plan should be updated regularly based on chang-
ing governmental reports, information or events in 
and around the hotel, and other relevant circumstanc-
es. In this effort the government will have to lend a 
helping hand to the hotel owners through grants of  
some incentives and soft loans to update their hotel 
functioning. Hygiene standards must also be applied 
to transport and restaurants to assure the visitors 
of their health safety. It is high time that the govern-
ment draw up a long term tourism plan and imple-
ment it. There has been sporadic attempts to draw up 
a tourism plan with little intention to implement it. 
The post pandemic tourist sector all  over the world 
will be very different and competitive. If Sikkim is 
unprepared for the change this sector will not revive. 
Special attention to development and strengthening 
of infrastructure like roads, water supply and electric-

ity  supply especially in tourist spots have to be made 
immediately. Sanitation which will now be a big factor 
in attracting tourist will have to be in place through 
better sewerage system, waste disposal and toilet 
facilities at all tourist sites. Government must now 
spend more funds in marketing the state which at the 

present is sadly missing. A 
long term marketing plan 
with sufficient funds for it 
must be made if Sikkim is 
to  compete in the tourism 
sector of the world. To bal-
ance the need to protect 
the state from the corona 
virus pandemic and the 
desire to attract tourists, 
t he state can either make 
health certificate compul-
sory for tourist similar to 
some countries and states 
or implement a robust 
screening process at the 
borders.

The corona pandemic 
has forced every country 
to relook at their econ-
omy due to the impact 
of the disease and make 
changes to minimize the 
economic impact in fu-
ture disasters. Sikkim  
like all Indian states will 
also need to make a detail 
evaluation of its economy 
to cope with the after ef-
fects of the pandemic. 
Presently the hydel power 
projects and pharmaceu-
tical companies are the 
biggest contributor to the 
GSDP but their contribu-
tion in terms of revenue 
and employment genera-
tion to the state does not 
match their high input to 
the GSDP. This mismatch 
has artificially boosted 
the growth of state GSDP 
and has given Sikkim the 
highest per captia income 
in the country instilling a 
false scenario of growth 

in the state. The state government will have to re-
look the industrialization policy keeping in view the 
revenue generation and employment generation of 
industries to be encouraged in the state. Agreements 
between the government and private parties need a 
serious scrutiny to prevent undue advantage to pri-
vate parties when undertaking projects in the state. 

Employment generation must be given importance 
in view of the state dependence on migrant workers 
in all sectors. The outflow of migrant workers is going 
to have serious consequences on the state economy 
and remedial measures must be planned to reduce 
the negative impact. A long term plan to wean away 
youths from government jobs and encourage them to 
enter the private sector must be drawn up immedi-
ately. Strengthening of polytechnics and introduction 
of vocational training required for skilled and semi 
skilled jobs in the state must be taken up urgently. 

Dependence on migrant workers for skilled and 
semi skilled work must be targeted to be reduced in 
construction, hospitality, mechanical, trade etc. The 
agriculture sector which is one of the big contribu-
tors to the GSDP is lacking in manpower which has 
decelerated  its growth; the need now in this sector 
is to make farming more profitable and attractive to 
youths or mechanization to reduce the requirement 
for manpower. Marketing of agriculture products 
must be given priority if agriculture income is to be 
raised. Services sector also offers plenty of opportu-
nity to youths of Sikkim but they require the right skill 
and knowledge to succeed in this field, requisite train-
ing must be imparted to help the youth in this field. 
The time has come to look for out of the book solu-
tions to boost the state economy by generating more 
revenue and income through additional employment 
opportunities. This pandemic effect on the economy 
is going to be long term and only those economies will 
come out unscathed which learn to adapt to the new 
environment. 

Reliance strikes 4th deal, sells 1.34 pc in Jio Platforms for 6,598.38 cr to General Atlantic
New Delhi, May 17 
(PTI): Reliance Industries 
on Sunday announced the 
sale of 1.34 per cent stake 
in its digital unit to global 
equity firm General Atlan-
tic for Rs 6,598.38 crore, 
the fourth deal in less than 
four weeks that will inject 
a combined Rs 67,194.75 
crore in the oil-to-telecom 
conglomerate to help it 
pare debt.

“This investment val-
ues Jio Platforms at an eq-
uity value of Rs 4.91 lakh 
crore and an enterprise 
value of Rs 5.16 lakh crore. 
General Atlantic’s invest-
ment will translate into a 
1.34 per cent equity stake 

in Jio Platforms on a fully 
diluted basis,” the compa-
ny said in a statement.

The deal follows Face-
book picking up a 9.99 per 
cent stake in the firm that 
houses India’s youngest 
but largest telecom firm 
on April 22 for Rs 43,574 
crore. Within days of that 
deal, Silver Lake - the 
world’s largest tech inves-
tor - bought a 1.15 per cent 
stake in Jio Platforms for Rs 
5,665.75 crore. On May 8, 
US-based Vista Equity Part-
ners bought 2.32 per cent 
stake in Jio Platforms for Rs 
11,367 crore. “With this in-
vestment, Jio Platforms has 
raised Rs 67,194.75 crore 

from leading technology 
investors, including Face-
book, Silver Lake, Vista Eq-
uity Partners and General 
Atlantic in less than four 
weeks,” the statement said.

Strategic and financial 
investors are to form 20 
per cent of Jio Platforms. 
Between the four deals, 
Reliance has sold 14.8 per 
cent of Jio Platforms and 
more such investments 
are likely in near future.

Ambani, 63, chair-
man and managing di-
rector of Reliance, had 
in August last year set a 
target of March 2021, to 
make his conglomerate 
net debt-free. But thanks 

to the Facebook deal, a 
Rs 53,125 crore rights is-
sue, private equity invest-
ments, and more stake 
sale to companies such as 
Saudi Aramco, the target 
is likely to be achieved by 
December.

At the end of March 
quarter, Reliance had an 
outstanding debt of Rs 
3,36,294 crore and cash 
in hand of Rs 1,75,259 
crore. After adjusting cash, 
the net debt came to Rs 
1,61,035 crore. Of the out-
standing debt, Rs 2,62,000 
crore is on Reliance books 
and Rs 23,000 crore is 
with Jio. Jio Platforms, a 
wholly-owned subsidiary 

of Reliance Industries Ltd, 
is a next-generation tech-
nology company. Reliance 
Jio Infocomm Ltd, with 388 
million mobile subscribers, 
will continue to be a whol-
ly-owned subsidiary of Jio 
Platforms.

General Atlantic is a 
leading global growth eq-
uity firm with a 40-year 
track record of investing 
in the technology, con-
sumer, financial services 
and healthcare sectors. It 
has a longstanding tradi-
tion of backing disruptive 
entrepreneurs and com-
panies around the world, 
including Airbnb, Alibaba, 
Ant Financial, Box, Byte-

Dance, Facebook, Slack, 
Snapchat, Uber and other 
global technology leaders.

Mukesh Ambani, 
Chairman and Manag-
ing Director of Reliance 
Industries, said, “I have 
known General Atlantic 
for several decades and 
greatly admired it for 
its belief in India’s huge 
growth potential. We are 
excited to leverage Gener-
al Atlantic’s proven global 
expertise and strategic 
insights across 40 years 
of technology investing for 
the benefit of Jio”.

Bill Ford, Chief Ex-
ecutive Officer of Gen-
eral Atlantic, said that 

as long-term backers of 
global technology lead-
ers and visionary entre-
preneurs, GA could not 
be more excited about in-
vesting in Jio. “We share 
Mukesh’s conviction that 
digital connectivity has 
the potential to signifi-
cantly accelerate the In-
dian economy and drive 
growth across the coun-
try. General Atlantic has 
a long track record work-
ing alongside founders 
to scale disruptive busi-
nesses, as Jio is doing at 
the forefront of the digi-
tal revolution in India,” 
Ford said.

Akash Ambani, Direc-

tor of Reliance Jio, said: 
“We are delighted that a 
renowned global inves-
tor like General Atlantic 
is partnering with us in 
our journey to digitally 
empower India and In-
dians”.

Jio is committed to 
make a digitally inclusive 
India that will provide 
immense opportunities 
to every Indian citizen 
especially to highly tal-
ented youth. General At-
lantic’s endorsement and 
partnership energises 
Jio’s young team to set, 
and achieve, even more 
ambitious goals in our 
onward march, he noted. 
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‘Other Workers’ Have 
Taken the Lead

So, while traditional occupations are 
supported, think for the “others” as 

well

Some years, in fact, more than some years ago, a 
workshop/ seminar ambitiously titled, “Job Profile, 

Life Management, Skills Orientation Program for 
Educated Youth of Sikkim” travelled across the State 
for a week. It was an ambitious initiative given the 
number of commas dividing the many tasks it aimed 
to address apart from being a workshop and a seminar 
bundled into one. The basic idea was obviously to 
support the skill and capacity development initiative 
underway at the time and being earnestly enough 
pursued to still make the news occasionally. The idea 
was well placed though in that it was help the youth 
still in school zero in on their future prospects well in 
time. That special focus, however, did deliver better 
than the tokenism which has traditionally plagued 
departmental, especially HRDD, undertakings and 
that was unfortunate because agriculture, despite 
what the Organic enforcement might want us to 
believe, is no longer the highest employer in the State. 

As per Census 2011, cultivators and agricultural 
labourers [as of 2011] make up 46.5% of the total 
workers in Sikkim. That is a substantial number, but 
a decade earlier, this segment made up a majority of 
the workers at 56.4% in 2001. Perhaps for the first 
time in Sikkim’s history, “other workers” now make 
a majority of the workforce at 51.8%, having grown 
from their proportion of 42% in 2001. Agriculture is  
not receiving any new hands, so in the seven years that 
have passed since the last head-count, the number of 
other workers could have grown substantially more. 
The definition of “other workers” as per the Census 
operation is very loose, it is anyone who is not a 
cultivator or an agricultural labourer or a household 
industry worker. Simply put, the aspiration to become 
farmers has dulled substantially in Sikkim, and even 
as this trend needs to be addressed more seriously, 
one needs to also address the counseling needs of an 
increasing number of young who aspire to join the 
“other workers” club in Sikkim. In that sense, the skill 
development effort mounted through the Livelihood 
Schools was a move well ahead of its time and one 
which should be refined and made more effective to 
meet the aspirations of Sikkim’s young; job profiling 
and skills orientation should hence deliver more 
lucidly.

Even as this happens, Sikkim needs to also address 
the falling proportion of farmers. It needs to recognize 
that enterprise is not developed to a level high enough 
to become a majority employer and agriculture 
deserves to be reinforced to provide the foundation 
for its economic plans. This is also important because 
projections for agriculture are ambitious in Sikkim 
with an intense Organic Mission underway here. 

The setting is also perfect. Nature endows Sikkim 
as the land of bountiful, agriculture is a traditional 
occupation and organic farming is a well advised 
value addition for the farms here. What is however 
still a worrying reality is the lethargy that continues to 
define the Horticulture and Agriculture Departments 
and the inexcusable disinterest with which they 
engage with the farmers. And no, And no, enforcing 
the ban on non-organic produce does not count as 
engagement because engagement would require 
supporting organic farming (and there is a difference) 
which they have clearly not done a great job of.

Given the expansive presence of government in all 
sectors then, it is hardly surprising that agriculture, like 
any other private sector activity here, is yet to shine. 
Granted there have been flashes of excellence, but these 
are either individual achievements or targeted project 
interventions. The universal pursuit to grow more and 
grow relevant is not palpable yet. Not enough young are 
obviously taking to revamped traditional occupations 
and economies. The support mechanism has been 
instituted in most cases, but most are blowing bubbles 
because government officials continue to talk down to 
the stakeholders instead of deliberating with them to 
refine the State’s policy. 

That said, the problem is also not only in the support 
that the State provides its farmers or entrepreneurs; 
it is also in the attitude of the farmers and the 
entrepreneurs themselves. They are, let’s accept it, 
simply not driven enough to realize that the market is 
thirsting for some local enterprise, but entrepreneurs 
refuse to display the motivation or the hunger to 
succeed. The State, if anything, is guilty of making the 
people lethargic. Locals, anywhere in the world, are 
rarely well disposed towards hard work. In Sikkim, 
the spoon-feeding by the State machinery makes hard 
work an even rarer commodity. The spoon however 
has rubbed thin and the sooner people realize this, 
the faster will Sikkim boom sustainably.

After coronavirus: Global youth reveal that the 
social value of art has never mattered more

Why more must be done to fight bogus COVID-19 cure claims
CHIMARAOKE IZUGBARA 
& MARY O. OBIYAN
theconversation.com

Fake and bogus cure claims are a 
longstanding, but neglected pub-

lic health problem. Throughout re-
corded history, plagues have inspired 
anxiety and desperation. Time and 
again, this public nervousness has 
proved a fertile ground for false cures 
and claimants to thrive. In this sense, 
recent claims of COVID-19 cures and 
antidotes are no exception.

During the Spanish flu, cure claims 
generated a false sense of safety that 
drove hundreds to defy closures and 
isolation. In the US, scores of bogus 
remedies alleging to cure the flu 
were sold under upbeat labels that 
undermined preventive action. One 
ad boasted: “When Vick’s VapoRub 
is applied over the throat and chest, 
the medicated vapors loosen the 
phlegm, open the air passages and 
stimulate the mucus membrane to 
throw off the germs.”

Fake and bogus cures caused the 
death of many as HIV swept around 
the world. In Nigeria, for instance, as 
early as the 1990s, Jeremiah Abalaka, 
a surgeon with fringe training in im-
munology, startled the world with his 
HIV cure claim. Many of the HIV pa-
tients who flocked to his private clinic 
reportedly died, including dozens of 
soldiers referred for treatment by the 
Nigerian government.

More recently, during both the 
Ebola and SARS epidemics, fake cure 
claims also circulated freely, with le-
thal consequences. For example, salt 
solution, snake venom, vitamin C, 

Nano Silver and some herbs were all 
touted as cures for Ebola. At least two 
people died in Nigeria and about 20 
more were hospitalised after drink-
ing excessive amounts of salt solution 
to prevent Ebola infection.

Sadly, history is repeating itself in 
the context of COVID-19. False claims 
range from US president Donald 
Trump’s touting of anti-malaria drug 
hydroxychloroquine as a miracle cure 
to Madagascar’s herbal “cure” pro-
moted by President Andry Rajoelina.

In Ghana, a Pentecostal pastor 
launched and sold “Coronavirus Oil”, 
telling a packed church that it was ef-
fective against COVID-19. An Ameri-
can pastor also recently directed 
viewers to buy Optivida Silver Solu-
tion to prevent COVID-19. Its promot-
er had falsely claimed that the prod-
uct was government-approved and 
has the ability to kill every pathogen 
it has ever been tested on, including 
SARS and HIV.

With growing global anxiety, 
many people are easy targets for 
cure scams and hucksters. Victims of 
fake cure claims are often among the 
world’s poorest and most vulnerable. 
Fighting these cure claims is integral to 
containing the COVID-19 pandemic.

Authorities across the world are 
working hard to ensure that correct 
information and messages on the 
pandemic reach everybody. But there 
is room to do more.

WHY WE MUST ACT NOW
Cure claims are dangerous. They 

delay treatment-seeking and promote 
reckless behaviour that may result 
in deaths. At least 300 Iranians have 
died from methanol poisoning after 

consuming alcohol to prevent CO-
VID-19. Hours after Trump declared 
hydroxychloroquine as a miracle cure 
for COVID-19, people overdosed on it 
in Africa and Asia. In Arizona, a man 
died after reportedly treating him-
self with a COVID-19 home therapy 
derived from the same anti-malarial 
drug that the US president touted as 
a wonder drug.

Health literacy – the ability of pa-
tients to read, comprehend and act on 
medical instructions – remains weak 
in many contexts. Several millions 
of health-seekers around the world 
rely on informal or inexpert sources 
for their health information needs. 
Hard-to-reach and vulnerable groups 
and communities must be targeted 
through bespoke health promotion 
strategies.

Online and traditional media of-
fer immense potential to intensify 
public health education. They must 
maintain vigilance on COVID-19 cure 
scams and claimants as they emerge 
in diverse forms and places. However, 
merely identifying bogus COVID-19 
cure claims or alerting the public 
about them is no longer enough.

Targeted seizure and destruction 
of unproven cures can deliver impor-
tant results. In 2015, a global crack-
down by Interpol seized nearly 21 
million fake and illegal drugs, includ-
ing fake cancer “cures”.

Governments must also imple-
ment community health outreach 
programmes that communicate clear-
ly and accurately. Such programmes 
should have fit-for-purpose feedback 
systems to enable lay persons in 
multiple contexts to raise concerns, 

ask questions and swiftly receive an-
swers. One size will not fit all at this 
time. Part of the success recorded in 
Nigeria during the Ebola outbreak 
has been attributed to the use of dif-
ferent media, including government-
sponsored TV and radio messages, 
town-criers, social media campaigns, 
and experts to communicate health 
information to its citizens.

Countries and national health 
bodies must integrate traditional 
healers, faith leaders and commu-
nity principals in their COVID-19 
response strategies. Several studies 
have documented proven strategies 
for effectively engaging lay and faith 
healers to offer correct support and 
information on epidemics. This is the 
time to bring these strategies to scale.

Robust mechanisms for hold-
ing scam COVID-19 cure claimants 
and hucksters accountable are also 
urgently needed. Currently, few 
countries have such mechanisms. 
But a good precedent exists in Aus-
tralia, where a “healing church” that 
touted a bleach-based solution as a 
COVID-19 cure has been fined more 
than $150,000. Politicians and other 
thought leaders must also realise that 
their utterances and actions during this 
pandemic will have far-reaching health, 
social and economic consequences.

[Chimaraoke Izugbara is Direc-
tor, Global Health, Youth and De-

velopment, International Center for 
Research on Women (ICRW), USA 
& Visiting Professor, University of 

the Witwatersrand; Mary O. Obiyan 
is Senior Lecturer, Department of 

Demography and Social Statistics, 
Obafemi Awolowo University]

KATHLEEN GALLAGHER
theconversation.com

Health and government officials around the 
globe are slowly and ever-so-tentatively mov-

ing to relax lockdowns due to coronavirus.
In Canada, where the possibility of health-

care collapse seems to have been averted (for the 
time being), some are beginning to ask questions 
other than “when will the pandemic end?” Instead, 
they’re turning towards “how will we move for-
ward?”

Young people have some answers that warrant 
our attention. Over the past five years, through 
my collaborative ethnographic research with 250 
young people in drama classrooms in Canada, In-
dia, Taiwan, Greece and England, I have gained re-
markable insight into these young people’s experi-
ences and assessments of the world.

I found crisis after crisis being shouldered by 
young people. Through their theatre-making, they 
documented their concerns and hope, and they ral-
lied around common purposes. They did this de-
spite disagreement and difference.

Beyond simply creating art for art’s sake, or for 
school credits, many of the young people I encoun-
tered are building social movements and creative 
projects around a different vision for our planet. 
And they are calling us in. This is an unprecedented 
moment for intergenerational justice and we need 
to seize it.

CRISES ARE CONNECTED
I have had an up-close look at how seemingly 

disparate crises around the globe are deeply con-
nected through divisive systems that don’t ac-
knowledge or respect youth concerns. I have also 
learned how young people are disproportionately 
affected by the misguided politics of a fractured 
world.

In England, young people were burdened by the 
divisive rhetoric of the Brexit campaign and its en-
suing aftermath.

In India, young women were using their educa-
tion to build solidarity in the face of dehumanizing 
gender oppression.

In Greece, young people were shouldering 
the weight of a decade-long economic crisis com-
pounded by a horrifying refugee crisis.

In Taiwan, young people on the cusp of adult-
hood were trying to square the social pressures of 
traditional culture with their own ambitions in a 
far-from-hopeful economic landscape. 

In Toronto, youth tried to understand why the 

rhetoric of multiculturalism seemed both true and 
false, and why racism persists — and, in so doing, 
they spoke from perspectives grounded in their in-
tersectional (white, racialized, sexual- and gender-
diverse) identities.

They embraced the reality that everything in 
popular culture may enter a drama classroom. But 
they responded to current news stories — like the 
2016 presidential debates in the United States — by 
saying that they had different and more pressing con-
cerns, like mental health support and transphobia.

HOPE THROUGH CREATIVE WORK
Today’s young people are a generation that has 

come of age during a host of global crises. Inequali-
ty, environmental destruction, systemic oppression 
of many kinds weigh heavily.

I found a youth cohort who, despite many not 
yet having the right to vote, have well-honed politi-
cal capacities, are birthing countless global hashtag 
movements and inspiring generations of young 
and old.

These marginalized youth are aware that their 
communities have been living with and responding 
to catastrophic impacts of crises of injustice and in-
equalities long before now.

PRACTISING HOPE
How do these youth live with their awareness 

of global injustices and what these imply for the 
years ahead? We learned some disturbing things: 
as young people age and move further away from 
their primary relationships (parents, teachers, 
schoolmates), they feel less optimistic about their 
personal futures.

But in terms of hope, we learned something 
very recognizable to many of us now: many young 
people practise hope, even when they feel hope-
less. They do this both in social movements they 
participate in and in creative work they undertake 
with others.

This is something we can all learn from. In 
Canada, we are maintaining social distancing as a 
shared effort. Acting together by keeping apart is 
how we are flattening the curve, as all the experts 
continue to tell us.

We know that in communities around the 
world, government leadership matters enormous-
ly. But citizens, social trust and collective will mat-
ter at least as much. 

POLARIZATION
In this pandemic, institutions, like universities, 

businesses and individual citizens have stepped up 
remarkably in the interests of the common good 
and our shared fate.

However, Jennifer Welsh, Canada Research 
Chair in Global Governance and Security at McGill 
University, argues that the defining feature of the 
last decade is polarization, existing across many 
different liberal democracies and globally.

Along with this, the value of fairness has been 
deeply corroded because of growing inequality 
and persistent historic inequalities we have failed 
to address, like Indigenous sovereignty and land 
rights in Canada.

In the context of the rise of populist politicians 
and xenophobic policies globally, and also the rise 
of the most important progressive social move-
ments in decades, my research has taught me that 
in this driven-apart, socio-economic landscape, the 
social value of art has never been more important.

People are making sense of the inexplicable or 
the feared through art, using online platforms for 
public learning. Art has become a point of contact, 
an urgent communication and a hope.

But some are still without shelter, without food, 
without community and without proper health 
care. The differences are stark.

MOVING FORWARD
Arundhati Roy has imagined this pandemic as 

a kind of portal we are walking through: we can 
“walk through it lightly … ready to imagine another 
world.” We can choose to be “ready to fight for it.”

It’s time to put global youth at the centre of our 
responses to crises. Otherwise, young people will 
inherit a planet devastated by our uncoordinated 
efforts to act, worsening a crisis of intergenera-
tional equity.

We should of course develop a vaccine and, in 
Canada, stop underfunding our public health-care 
system. But we must also flatten the steep curves 
we have tolerated for too long. For a start, we could 
act on wealth disparity and social inequality.

But our response to the pandemic could also il-
luminate new responses to fundamental problems: 
disrespect for the diversity of life in all its forms 
and lack of consideration for future generations.

Youth expression through theatre and in social 
movements are valuable ways to learn how youth 
are experiencing, processing and communicating 
their understandings of the profound challenges 
our world faces. How powerfully our post-pan-
demic planning could shift if we changed who is at 
decision-making tables and listened to youth.

[the writer is Distinguished Profes-
sor, Department of Curriculum, Teaching 
and Learning, Ontario Institute for Stud-

ies in Education, University of Toronto]
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3,000 inmates released 
from West Bengal jails

Kolkata, May 17 (PTI): 
The West Bengal gov-
ernment has released 
around 3,000 inmates on 
bail or parole to decon-
gest correctional homes 
since the last week 
March in the wake of the 
COVID-19 outbreak, an 
official said on Sunday.

The department of 
correctional services has 
also taken several mea-
sures to check coronavi-
rus infection inside the 
jails of the state.

The official said there 
are around 60 correc-
tional homes in West 
Bengal, housing nearly 
25,000 inmates and of 
them, close to 7,000 are 
convicts while others are 
undertrials.

“So far, more than 
3,000 inmates have been 
granted bail or parole. 
Out of whom, around 
2,000 are under trial 
prisoners and the re-
maining are convicts. 
We have taken other 
measures such as en-
suring that the inmates 
use protective gears and 
maintain social distanc-
ing norms in correctional 
homes,” the senior jail of-

ficial said. Earlier, the de-
partment also disallowed 
prison visits by family 
members.

“This decision of not 
allowing family members 
to meet the inmates has 
helped a lot in containing 
the situation.

Initially, the prison-
ers had protested against 
this decision, but later 
they accepted it,” Correc-

tional Services Minister 
Ujjal Biswas said.

The decision had 
even led to clashes be-
tween inmates and 
guards at a jail in Kolkata 
in March, where prison-
ers pelted stones and set 
prison properties on fire.

The Calcutta High 
Court on March 24 
formed a three- member 
panel to examine the sit-

uation in all correctional 
homes of West Bengal 
and prepare a report on 
the number of inmates 
who could be granted 
bail or parole to avoid 
crowding in jails, in view 
of the Covid-19 outbreak.

The department then 
prepared a list of inmates eli-
gible for parole and bail and 
forwarded it to the court.

Inmates were re-

leased following the 
guideline laid down by 
the court, the official 
said.

The high court took 
up the issue suo motu 
following a Supreme 
Court direction, asking 
all state governments 
and Union territories to 
set up high-level com-
mittees to determine the 
class of prisoners who 
could be released on pa-
role for four to six weeks.

The apex court had 
said prisoners convicted 
of or charged with of-
fences having prison 
terms up to seven years 
can be given parole to de-
congest the jails.

According to the web-
site of the West Bengal Cor-
rectional Services depart-
ment, the state has six cen-
tral correctional homes, 12 
district correctional homes, 
three special correctional 
homes, two women’s cor-
rectional homes, one open-
air correctional home, and 
33 subsidiary correctional 
homes.

The combined regis-
tered capacity of these 
facilities is 20,802 in-
cluding 1,637 females.

Split classes, outdoor lessons: what Denmark can 
teach England about reopening schools after Covid-19

RICHARD ORANGE
London, 17 May [the-
Guardian]: In the week 
leading up to the reopen-
ing of Denmark’s schools 
a month ago, Dorte Lange 
spent a lot of time on 
Skype. The vice-presi-
dent of the Danish Union 
of Teachers was respon-
sible for detailed nego-
tiations with the educa-
tion minister, the health 
authorities and other 
teaching unions. The aim 
was to make sure that ev-
eryone was happy with 
the safety measures put 
in place to ensure an or-
derly return of younger 
pupils to classrooms on 
15 April.

“As unions, we were 
taken so much into ac-
count and we were con-
sulted so much that we 
felt quite safe about this,” 
Lange says. “We said to 
our members that we 
think that we can actu-
ally trust the authorities 
and that it will be OK to 
go back.”

The Danish transi-
tion from lockdown to a 
reopening of schools has 
become the go-to model 
for Boris Johnson’s gov-
ernment as it seeks to 
coax teachers and unions 
into going back to work 
from next month.

“Schools have started 
to return in Denmark and 
have not seen a nega-
tive impact as a result 
of that,” the secretary of 
state for education, Gavin 
Williamson, told unions 

last week. “This has re-
confirmed this approach 
is the right approach.”

And, indeed, it has 
been – for Denmark. But 
does that mean it is nec-
essarily the right one 
for Britain? Lange says: 
“The situation in soci-
ety and with Covid-19 is 
totally different [in the 
two countries]. If you, in 
general, have the experi-
ence that you can trust 
the government and the 
authorities, then you are 
more likely to do so.”

The Danish reopen-
ing has, so far, been 
smooth. The country’s 
R number rose briefly in 
the two weeks after pu-
pils up to the age of 11 
returned, creeping up 
from 0.7 to 0.9, but it has 
since fallen back. On Fri-
day, the country passed a 
major milestone: the first 
day without a death from 
coronavirus since March. 
There were just 137 peo-
ple being treated in hos-
pital for coronavirus.

The reopening of 
schools – which has 
seen classes split in two 
to keep two metres be-
tween each child, more 
lessons taught outside 
and a rigorous hand-
sanitising regime – has 
not led to a spike in cases 
among staff. “We have 
seen very few incidents 
where teachers have be-
come ill with coronavi-
rus,” Lange says.

But as well as being 
one of the first countries 

to reopen schools, Den-
mark was also one of the 
first to close them, with 
its prime minister, Mette 
Frederiksen, imposing a 
lockdown at least a week 
ahead of the UK.

On 13 March, the day 
the Cheltenham Festi-
val drew nearly 70,000 
people, Denmark closed 
its borders. It had or-
dered schools to close 
two days earlier, and on 
17 March, it closed res-
taurants, bars and most 
shops, limiting gather-
ings to 10 people. So, by 
the time primary schools 
reopened, the pandemic 
was already under con-
trol, with 200 people 
being treated in inten-
sive care with coronavi-
rus – about 3.5 for every 
100,000 citizens.

There is also a sharp 
contrast between the ac-
rimonious handling of 
the negotiations in the 
UK and those that were 
held by Lange and oth-
ers. While the UK govern-
ment has been wary of 
sharing the scientific ad-
vice it receives, the pro-
cess in Denmark began 
with the publication of 
a report from the coun-
try’s infectious diseases 
agency, SSI. This mod-
elled the likely effect of 
reopening, based on the 
assumptions that chil-
dren spread the infection 
at the same rate as adults 
and have no ability to so-
cially distance.

SSI concluded that, 

although the R number 
would increase, this was 
likely to lead to only 264 
coronavirus patients in 
intensive care at any one 
time.

Teachers’ unions ac-
cepted SSI’s conclusions 
and used them as the ba-
sis for the negotiations 
over guidelines. “We’re 
not scientists, we’re not 
professors of epidemiol-
ogy, so we don’t know 
anything about that. We 
have to trust the authori-
ties,” Lange says, adding, 
however, that she doesn’t 
blame her British coun-
terparts for acting in the 
way they have.

On Friday, she had 
another Skype call with 
Denmark’s education 
minister. This time, it was 
partly about the return of 
older pupils tomorrow, 
which will mean a return 
to more crowded class-
rooms. But it was also 
about how to retain some 
of the positive aspects of 
the school regime of the 
past month.

“We can see now 
very clearly that smaller 
groups bring a higher de-
gree of wellbeing for the 
kids, and give the teach-
ers more contact with 
the kids during the day,” 
Lange says.

“We are looking at 
whether we can continue 
that, and maybe shorten 
our school day a bit, with 
fewer lessons but with a 
higher degree of contact 
with students.”

AITA to nominate Ankita, 
Sharan for Arjuna award

AMANPREET SINGH
New Delhi, May 17 
(PTI): Asian Games med-
al winners Ankita Raina 
and Divij Sharan are set 
to be nominated for the 
Arjuna award by the 
national tennis federa-
tion, which plans to send 
former Davis Cup coach 
Nandan Bal’s name for 
the Dhyan Chand honour.

The 27-year-old An-
kita had won a women’s 
singles bronze medal at 
the 2018 edition of the 
Asian Games and also 
dished out a strong per-
formance in the Fed Cup, 
where she played a key 
role in India’s qualifica-
tion to the World Group 
play-offs for the first 
time.

Delhi-lad Sharan had 
won gold medal in the 
men’s doubles event in 
Jakarta along with com-
patriot Rohan Bopanna. 
He also became India’s 
top doubles player in 
October 2019 before Bo-
panna took back the po-
sition.

The 34-year-old also 
won two ATP titles in the 

2019 season -- Tata Open 
Maharashtra in Pune 
with Bopanna and at St. 
Petersburg with Igor 
Zelenay.

“They are eligible 
and most deserving this 
year for the Arjuna hon-
our. We will recommend 
their nomination,” All 
India Tennis Association 
(AITA) Secretary Gener-
al Hironmoy Chatterjee 
told PTI. Ankita grabbed 
the spotlight with her 
gritty performance dur-
ing the 2018 Fed Cup 
where she remained un-
beaten in singles.

Since then she has be-
come India’s best singles 
player on the WTA and 
ITF circuit, winning six 
USD 25k level titles and 
also achieved a career-
best singles rank of 160 
in March this year.

At this year’s Fed 
Cup, Ankita played eight 
matches in five days, 
winning two singles and 
three crucial doubles 
games with the seasoned 
Sania Mirza to help India 
qualify for the play-offs 
for the first time. Bo-

panna was the last tennis 
player to get the Arjuna 
award in 2018.

The AITA is still de-
liberating whether Bal’s 
application be sent for 
Dronacharya award or 
Dhyan Chand award, 
which is meant to honour 
lifetime contributions.

“We are contemplat-
ing which category is 
better-suited for Nan-
dan,” said Chatterjee.

However, reliable 
sources in the All India 
Tennis Association (AITA) 
told PTI that Bal’s appli-
cation will be sent for the 
Dhyan Chand honour.

Bal, 60, appeared 
in Davis Cup between 
1980-83, playing two 
ties with a 2-1 win-loss 
record. He remained In-
dia’s Davis Cup coach for 
many years.

Till date, only three 
tennis players have got 
the Dhyan Chand honour 
-- Zeeshan Ali (2014) , SP 
Misra (2015) and Nitin 
Kirtane (2019).

No tennis coach has 
ever got a Dronacharya 
award.

Book analyses 2019 Maharashtra assembly polls
New Delhi, May 17 
(PTI): A new book takes 
a look at the 2019 Ma-
harashtra assembly elec-
tions and the subsequent 
high-voltage drama that 
culminated in Shiv Sena 
chief Uddhav Thackeray 
becoming the state’s 
18th chief minister.

“Checkmate: How the 
BJP Won and Lost Maha-
rashtra” takes readers 
through the twists and 
turns of the dramatic po-
litical crisis that unfolded 
as Maharashtra waited 
for a chief minister.

With inside sources 
and private conversa-
tions, the book reveals 
the hitherto untold story 
of this political drama, 
with a comprehensive 
overview of the state’s 
politics in the last few de-
cades. The book is writ-

ten by journalist Sudhir 
Suryanwanshi and pub-
lished by Penguin Ran-
dom House India.

Thackeray took oath 
as chief minister on No-
vember 28, 2019, nearly 
a month after the results 
of the assembly elections 
were declared.

The Shiv Sena, the 
NCP and the Congress 
stitched an unlikely al-
liance and formed the 
government after the 
Sena fell out with pre-
poll ally BJP over sharing 
the chief ministerial post. 
The BJP had emerged as 
the single largest party 
winning 105 seats, fol-
lowed by the Shiv Sena, 
the NCP and the Con-
gress with 56, 54 and 44 
seats respectively.

Thackeray’s swear-
ing-in came after days of 

dramatic political devel-
opments, which included 
a three-day government 
formed by BJP’s Deven-
dra Fadnavis with unex-
pected support from NCP 
leader Ajit Pawar, who 
has since returned to the 
Sharad Pawar-led party 
fold.

Around that time, a 
Twitter handle run by 
Suryanwanshi began to 
break stories day after 
day, offering precise up-
dates and even predic-
tions on Maharashtra 
politics.

“No one believed the 
news at the time. Many 
NCP leaders also called 
and told me that this 
was false but I stood firm 
on my reporting and it 
turned out to be true. I 
believe in my sources,” 
said Suryawanshi.
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‘Didi Kitch-
ens’ extended 
till May 31 in 
Jharkhand
Ranchi, May 17 (PTI): 
The Jharkhand govern-
ment on Sunday decided 
to extend till May 31 the 
‘Didi Kitchens’ set up to 
feed the poor amid the 
coronavirus-triggered 
lockdown.

Over 7,000 ‘Didi 
Kitchens’ have so far 
served nutritious food 
to more than two crore 
needy people during the 
lockdown, Chief Minister 
Hemant Soren said.

‘Didi Kitchens’ are 
run by self-help groups 
with the state govern-
ment’s assistance to 
provide free meals to 
the poor and destitute 
people.

Taking to Twitter, Soren 
said, “So, far 7000 Didi 
Kitchen have served nutri-
tious food packets to more 
than two crore needy peo-
ple (it has) discharged an 
important role in our battle 
against hunger. So the state 
government has taken a 
decision that Didi Kitchens 
across the state will func-
tion till May 31 to serve the 
people.”

The chief minister 
had earlier said that oth-
er states were adopting 
Jharkhand’s ‘Didi Kitch-
en’ concept to feed lakhs 
of people during the na-
tionwide lockdown.

In another tweet, the 
chief minister said that 
Ranchi has emerged as a 
“role model” in the fight 
against novel coronavirus. 
“The entire credit for this 
goes to the District Admin-
istration of Ranchi, doctors, 
health workers, police-
men, sanitation workers 
and selfless social organ-
isations who are engaged 
in serving the people,” 
Soren tweeted.

Urging people “to 
maintain social distanc-
ing but keep hearts con-
nected and united”, Soren 
said, “Ranchi has not only 
won the fight against Co-
rona (sic), but has also 
set a unique example of 
social harmony.” 
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Football has always adapted to hard times. 
Its return might help us feel less alone

JONATHAN WILSON
London, 17 May [theGuard-
ian]: It is now 10 weeks since 
league football was last played 
in England, the longest sus-
pension of the game since the 
inauguration of the League 
in 1888 (although there used 
to be a respectful pause for 
three months in the summer 
for cricket). Even during the 
wars, football did not stop for 
as long as this. As the Bundes-
liga resumes and the Premier 
League steps up its plans for a 
restart, it’s worth considering 
why. Money may be a prime 
driving force now, but that 
hasn’t always been the case; 
since it was invented there 
has been an urge to get foot-
ball played.

On 1 September 1939, 
Germany invaded Poland. The 
following day, there was a full 
English league programme. A 
day later the United Kingdom 
declared war on Germany, 
large public gatherings were 
suspended and the season 
abandoned. Yet within two 
months, regional leagues had 
been established. Arsenal, for 
instance, hammered Sunder-
land 5-2 on 2 September and 
then beat Charlton 8-4 in their 
inaugural southern league fix-
ture on 21 October. It is diffi-
cult to be sure of attendances, 
but in excess of 10,000 turned 
up for both their games 
against West Ham.

The War Cup final on 8 
June 1940 – which kicked off 
at 6.30pm despite fears of 
bombing raids – drew 42,300 
to Wembley, the restrictions 
on public gatherings long 
since lifted. The remarkable 
aspect of football in the sec-
ond world war is how much 
of it there was. In Germany, 
they kept playing until the 
end of April 1945. In France, 
war champions were declared 

each year, although the 1943-
44 season was incomplete. 
The Netherlands missed only 
one season, Italy two.

Hungary was invaded 
twice, first by the Germans 
and then by the Soviets, and 
yet football never stopped. 
At times the juxtaposition of 
detail becomes absurd. On 6 
December 1944, with Nazi-
occupied Budapest under 
bombardment from the Red 
Army, the Ujpest coach, Geza 
Kertesz, who was working 
with a resistance group that 
had been supplying details 
on troop movements to the 
United States, took a train-
ing session then held a press 
conference previewing the 
upcoming derby against Fe-
rencvaros. That evening he 
was arrested by local fascists 
and handed over to the Gesta-
po; two months later he was 
executed as the Germans pre-

pared to retreat. Which tell 
us what, exactly? First, that 
football is resilient. It adapts 
to circumstance and carries 
on, whether that means rejig-
ging competitions and regula-
tions, guest players or limited 
crowds. Second, and perhaps 
more pertinently, there has 
always been a demand for it, 
from both authorities and fans.

After the German inva-
sion of Ukraine, a league was 
quickly established as part of 
a process of “normalisation” 
– which is what led ultimately 
to the “death match” between 
Start, a bakery side that fea-
tured a number of former Dy-
namo Kyiv players, and a team 
representing the Luftwaffe. 
The logic that encouraged the 
Hungarian authorities to keep 
football going is the same that 
led the British government 
to waive the restrictions on 
crowds so people could still 

gather to watch football. And 
that is the impact football has 
on morale. This is not some-
thing to be treated glibly – and 
there is an obvious difference 
with wartime in the risk of the 
virus being transmitted by 
the act of playing. Danny Rose 
is right to fear players being 
forced back prematurely. But 
just because Dominic Raab 
says something doesn’t nec-
essarily make it superficial 
nonsense; it can also be glib 
for amateur virologists to dis-
miss out of hand the attempt 
to create a safe environment 
for football.

There was much discus-
sion of a poll last week that 
suggested 73% of people did 
not anticipate their morale 
being lifted by the return of 
football. But 19% did, which 
seemed even more remark-
able: one in five people – 13 
million Britons – think they 

will be happier with football 
to watch and, perhaps more 
important, discuss.

It may be that any foot-
ball that is played ends up 
being tepid, that the sense of 
artificiality is overpowering, 
the absence of fans a huge 
turn-off. Once Liverpool have 
sealed their Premier League 
title, how engaging will the 
battle against relegation or 
for qualification to the Cham-
pions League be, particularly 
when it’s far from clear if or 
in what form next season’s 
Champions League will take 
place? On the other hand, the 
FA Cup may find itself rein-
vigorated.

And, of course, the how 
is hugely complex. But if the 
infection rate falls, if the re-
sources are available and if a 
safe environment can be cre-
ated, then why would football 
not be considering a resump-

tion? Every other industry is 
assessing how to restart as 
lockdown begins to ease: why 
not football?

The Bundesliga’s return 
is a huge test. Borussia Dort-
mund’s managing director, 
Carsten Cramer, has said the 
protocols to protect players 
went far beyond the safety 
measures in most other in-
dustries. There’s no reason 
for the Premier League not to 
match those standards. But 
Cramer also noted that, on top 
of the human cost, “if we fail, 
the problems afterwards [for 
football] will be even bigger 
than before”.

Football was right to stop 
when it did but it’s right for it 
to consider when and how it 
may return. Judging precisely 
when the risk has been suf-
ficiently minimised is clearly 
enormously difficult, there is 
every reason for extreme cau-
tion, and players need to be 
fully involved in the process, 
but that doesn’t mean the as-
sessment should be shirked. 
If the necessary threshold of 
safety can be achieved, the 
palliative effect of resumption 
is potentially huge. This is not 
just about the game or money.

CS Lewis observed that 
literature exists to remind 
us we are not alone. Football 
fulfils a similar function. It is 
the currency in which a vast 
amount of social interaction is 
conducted. Governments rec-
ognised that in times of crisis 
throughout the 20th century 
but football has never been 
bigger than it is now. After 
weeks of isolation, there has 
perhaps never been a time 
when it has been more impor-
tant to remember we are not 
alone. Football can be an aw-
ful, self-interested, avaricious 
game at times but it can, per-
haps, help with that.

Adapt, play in empty stadiums and keep 
cricket in good state: Jimmy Neesham All league teams cleared to 

start group training in Spain

Italian PM wants ‘more guarantees’ before Serie A return

Steyn claims umpire Gould denied him Ten-
dulkar wicket fearing crowd backlash in Gwalior
London, May 17 (PTI): 
South Africa pacer Dale 
Steyn has claimed that 
umpire Ian Gould had 
denied him Sachin Ten-
dulkar’s wicket when the 
batting great was on his 
way to a landmark ODI 
double ton in 2010 fear-
ing backlash from the In-
dian crowd.

Steyn said that when 
the batsman was about 

10 runs short of the magi-
cal figure, he had trapped 
Tendulkar in front of the 
wicket, but was denied 
by on-field umpire Gould.

“Tendulkar scored 
the first double hun-
dred in ODI cricket, 
and it was against us in 
Gwalior. And I actually 
remember - I think I got 
him out lbw when he 
was about 190-odd. Ian 

Gould was the umpire, 
and he gave him not 
out,” Steyn said during a 
Sky Sports Cricket Pod-
cast with England pacer 
James Anderson.

“And I was like, ‘Why, 
why did you give him not 
out!? That’s so dead.’ And 
he was like, ‘Mate, look 
around - if I gave him out, 
I won’t make it back to 
the hotel.’”

Tendulkar eventually 
went on to score the first 
double hundred in one-
day internationals with 
his unbeaten 200, pow-
ering India to a mam-
moth 403 for three in the 
second ODI of the bilat-
eral series.

India won the match 
by 153 runs after dis-
missing South Africa for 
248 in 42.5 overs.

Madrid, May 17 (AP): 
All Spanish league clubs 
can begin group training 
sessions this week de-
spite stricter lockdown 
restrictions remaining 
in place in parts of Spain 
because of the coronavi-
rus pandemic.

Cities like Madrid and 
Barcelona have not been 
allowed to loosen con-
finement measures like 
most of the country, but 
teams such as Real Ma-
drid and Barcelona have 
been given the go-ahead 
to move into the second 
phase of training.

The league has told 
clubs that on Monday all 
players can start small 
group sessions regard-
less of the lockdown 
phase in their regions. 
Players had only been al-
lowed to train individual-
ly across Spain until now.

The Spanish govern-
ment has been gradually 
easing lockdown restric-
tions that had been in 

place since mid-March 
because of the pandemic, 
with different levels of 
clearances from region 
to region. Teams in Ma-
drid and Barcelona theo-
retically would not be 
allowed to start training 
in groups if the govern-
ment hadn’t created ex-
ceptions.

Teams in regions 
with tighter restrictions 
will be allowed to prac-
tice with 10 players in 
the same session, while 
clubs in areas with fewer 

restrictions can use up to 
14 players. Teams in the 
latter regions also can 
make greater use of their 
facilities, reaching up to 
50% of their capacity. 
The rest of the clubs can 
only use up to 30% of the 
facilities.

Group meetings be-
tween players and the 
coaching staff are also 
now allowed in some re-
gions if distancing guide-
lines remain in place, and 
referees are now being 
allowed to train in sports 

facilities.
The next training 

phase will allow for clubs 
to start full squad ses-
sions.

Clubs and players 
have been asked to fol-
low strict health safety 
guidelines during train-
ing. Players, club employ-
ees and everyone else 
involved in the training 
sessions have to be tested 
daily for COVID-19. Five 
players from teams in the 
first and second divisions 
tested positive before the 
individual practice ses-
sions resumed.

The league wants to 
resume on June 12 with 
games in empty stadi-
ums, though the media 
is expected to be allowed 
to cover the matches on 
site. The media has not 
been able to attend the 
practice sessions.

The Bundesliga this 
weekend became the 
first main soccer league 
to resume. 

Wellington, May 17 
(PTI): With cricket’s fi-
nances taking a hit due to 
the COVID-19 pandem-
ic, New Zealand all-
rounder Jimmy Neesh-
am says they will have 
to “adapt” to playing 
before empty stadiums 
to save the sport from fi-
nancial ruin.

Cricket boards of Eng-
land and Australia, which 
drive the sport’s econo-
my along with India, are 
fearing they could face 
a severe financial crisis 
due to postponement of 
events leading to slash-
ing of revenues.

Elite-level cricket-
ing action looks unlikely 
to resume anytime soon 
and the T20 World Cup, 
scheduled for October 
and November, is under a 
cloud of uncertainty.

“If the situation is 
that the only way to play 

cricket is behind closed 
doors then I think it 
is something that we 
have to adapt to as play-
ers,” Neesham told ES-
PNcricinfo.

Both Cricket Austra-
lia and England & Wales 
Cricket Board have felt 
the strain after the pan-
demic brought all cricket 
activities to a grinding 
halt.

In April, CA had an-
nounced retrenchment 
of 80 per cent of its staff, 
even as players from 
both countries braced up 
for pay cuts.

Considering the ex-
traordinary situation, 
the 29-year-old Neesahm 
said, “The reality is that it 
is a huge financial chal-
lenge for a lot of cricket 
boards to still run with-
out any revenue coming 
in from games.

“So obviously we 

want to try and keep the 
sport in as good a state as 
it can be in. If that means 
playing games behind 
closed doors, the guys 
just need to suck it up 
and get it done.”

The New Zealander, 
however, added nothing 
can beat playing in front 
of fans.

“Certainly all things 
considered you would 
rather have fans in the 
ground. It adds a lot 
to the game and to the 
spectacle. But you want 
to adapt to the situation 
that is given to you,” he 
said.

The pandemic, which 
originated in the Chi-
nese city of Wuhan in 
Hubei province, has led 
to either cancellation 
or postponement of all 
sporting events world-
wide, including the To-
kyo Olympics.

Rome, May 17 (AFP): 
Italian Prime Minister 
Giuseppe Conte said he 
needs “more guarantees” 
before the green light can 
finally be given for the re-
sumption of Serie A after 
a two-month lockdown 
due to the coronavirus.

Clubs have already 
suggested June 13 as a 
date for the champion-
ship to restart while 
group training will get 
underway on Monday.

However, there are 
splits over how to pro-
ceed.

“Before starting the 
season, we need a few 

more guarantees and, 
speaking to Minister for 
Sport Vincenzo Spadafo-
ra, we don’t have those at 
this moment,” Conte told 
a televised news confer-
ence on Saturday.

“I hope they can be 
achieved as soon as possible.”

Many clubs consider 
that the health protocol, 
painstakingly drawn up 
by the Italian Football 
Federation (FIGC), fol-
lowing recommenda-
tions of the government’s 
Technical and Scientific 
Committee, is impossible 
to enforce. Two points 
are proving particularly 

problematic. The first 
concerns the logistical 
difficulties for clubs to 
try and organise a two-
week group training pe-
riod from Monday.

Players would theo-
retically have to train to-
gether, then eat and sleep 
at the training centre or 
a hotel entirely available 
to the team to avoid any 
risk of contagion.

Many clubs do not 
have these facilities.

The second concerns 
the government insistence 
on quarantine for the en-
tire team and staff, in the 
event of a positive test. 

Availability of 
workforce big-
gest challenge 
for FMCG in 
scaling up pro-
duction: GCPL
New Delhi, May 17 
(PTI): Workforce short-
age continues to be the 
biggest challenge for 
FMCG firms and if it is 
not solved within two-to-
three months, maintain-
ing normal supply will be 
difficult going forward, 
a top official of Godrej 
Consumer Products Ltd 
(GCPL) said.

The company has also 
asked the government to 
find a way to bring back 
migrant labour by pro-
viding incentives and 
safe transportation.

He said that bring-
ing migrant labour back 
to the cities is a critical 
challenge and they need 
to be provided with in-
centives and safe trans-
portation mode.

The government can 
run public awareness 
campaigns to communi-
cate to migrant workers 
that they are doing a na-
tional duty by returning 
to their jobs, said GCPL 
Managing Director and 
CEO Vivek Gambhir told 
PTI.

According to Gamb-
hir, the shortage of la-
bour is going to be the 
highest challenge which 
the industry will face 
while ramping-up supply 
chain operations.

We will be able to 
manage for about next 
two or three months 
with just ramping up our 
production. But beyond 
two-three months if we 
cannot find a way to get 
all the migrant labour 
back, then that is going 
to be a big challenge as 
far as normalising the 
supply chains for FMCG 
is concerned, he added.

He has also said that 
companies would have 
to learn to operate with 
reduced labour capacity 
and GCPL is mulling to 
outsource manufacturing 
of its range of products to 
a third-party vendor.

GCPL is currently op-
erating at about 60-70 
per cent production level 
with about 50 per cent 
workforce. Gambhir said 
he expects the govern-
ment to ease restrictions 
to open the economy.

We would expect the 
government to take the 
right steps to ease the lock-
down and open up the econ-
omy. Because the last thing 
we need in a country is while 
we are trying to flatten the 
curve, is to flatten the econ-
omy, he said. We do need to 
calibrate both the risks but 
we do need to keep open up 
the economy so that we can 
balance lives and liveli-
hood.

GCPL, which owns 
popular brands as Cin-
thol, Protekt, Ezee, Hit and 
Good Knight, is expecting 
to reach 90 per cent pro-
duction of the installed 
capacity by the June-end. 
The last 10 per cent, we 
really do not know about 
as of now. Also, just in case a 
factory falls into a red zone 
or a containment zone, then 
it has to be shut down for a 
limited amount of time. So, 
barring those kinds of un-
knowns which no one can 
predict, so we are hoping 
to get to 90 per cent by the 
end of June, he added.

When asked if, like 
other companies, GCPL 
is putting its capex and 
expansion plans on hold, 
Gambhir said: No, again 
it depends on the cat-
egory. We do not have a 
blanket hold.   
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11 firefighters injured in 
Los Angeles battling blaze

Amazon hit from all sides as 
crisis highlights growing power

As Amazon becomes 
an increasingly im-

portant lifeline in the 
pandemic crisis, it is be-
ing hit with a wave of 
criticism from activists, 
politicians and others 
who question the tech gi-
ant’s growing influence.

Amazon has become 
the most scrutinized 
company during the 
health emergency.

It has boosted its 
global workforce to 
nearly one million and 
dealt with protests over 
warehouse safety and re-
ported deaths of several 
employees.

But Amazon has also 
pledged to spend at least 
$4 billion in the current 
quarter -- its entire ex-
pected operating profit 
-- on coronavirus miti-
gation efforts, including 
relief contributions and 
funding research.

Amazon’s AWS cloud 
computing unit, which 
powers big portions of the 
internet, is also a key ele-
ment during the crisis with 
more people and compa-
nies working online.

Amazon’s market 
value has hovered near 
record levels around 
$1.2 trillion dollars as it 
reported rising revenues 
and lower profits in the 
past quarter.

“Its sheer size justi-
fies the scrutiny,” said 
Dania Rajendra of the ac-
tivist group Athena, a co-
alition which is focused 
specifically on Amazon’s 
corporate activity and 
treatment of workers.

Athena activists fret 
that Amazon, which also 
controls one of the major 
streaming television ser-
vices, infiltrates so many 
aspects of people’s lives.

Rankling many activ-
ists, the rise in Amazon’s 

shares has boosted the 
wealth of founder and 
chief executive Jeff Bezos 
to over $140 billion even 
as the global economy 
has been battered by the 
virus outbreak.

Amazon has faced 
employee walkouts at 
several facilities over 
safety and hazard pay 
and has been accused of 
firing people for speak-
ing out against the com-
pany.

“It’s a minority going 
on strike but the senti-
ment represents thou-
sand if not hundreds of 
thousands,” said Steve 
Smith of the California 
Labor Federation.

While Amazon has 
boosted base pay to $15 
an hour, above the mini-
mum wage required, and 
added bonuses during 
the pandemic, activists 
say it’s insufficient, espe-
cially in high-cost states 
like California. “This 

company can afford to 
make these jobs middle 
class jobs, good jobs,” 
Smith said.

- Tensions in Wash-
ington -

The tensions have 
spilled over into the US cap-
ital Washington and else-
where. US lawmakers lead-
ing antitrust investigations 
asked Bezos to respond to 
reports that the company 
improperly used data from 
third-party sellers to launch 
its own products, which the 
company has denied.

New York state At-
torney General Letitia 
James called Amazon 
“disgraceful” for firing 
a warehouse employee 
who led a worker protest 
over safety. Amazon said 
the employee refused to 
quarantine after testing 
positive for COVID-19.

In a statement to 
AFP, Amazon defended 
its actions on workplace 
safety, social distancing 

and noted that it is im-
plementing its own em-
ployee testing program.

The company also 
disputed claims it was 
stifling employee speech.

Spokeswoman Lisa 
Levandowski said the 
employees in question 
were dismissed “not for 
talking publicly about 
working conditions or 
safety, but rather, for re-
peatedly violating inter-
nal policies.”

Levandowski added 
that Amazon already 
provides what many 
unions have been seek-
ing, including a high base 
wage, health benefits and 
career opportunities.

“She said the compa-
ny seeks “a great employ-
ment experience” along 
with offering “a world-
class customer experi-
ence (while) respecting 
rights to choose a union.”

- Alternatives? -
Analyst Patrick Moor-

head of Moor Insights 
& Strategy said Amazon 
is getting heightened 
scrutiny because of its 
growing global influence 
and because of the wast 
wealth of Bezos.

Moorhead said Ama-
zon also brought on 
some of its woes with its 
highly public search for 
a second headquarters 
which highlighted tax 
breaks for the tech giant.

But Moorhead said 
Amazon is “not profit-
ing” from the coronavi-
rus crisis, and should be 
credited for some 150 
measures taken includ-
ing the pooling of high-
performance computing 
for researchers.

“If you think about 
the alternative of shut-
ting down Amazon, so 
many people wouldn’t 
get the supplies that they 
need. You’d have a tre-
mendous number of peo-
ple unemployed,” he said.

COVID-19: Shrine in Japan 
offers solace to those at home

Factory workers wary 
as Detroit’s ‘Big 3’ 

begins to motor back up

Detroit’s auto giants are 
keen to resume produc-
tion this week, but there 
will be unease on assem-
bly lines where social 
distancing is difficult and 
worries about the deadly 
coronavirus persist.

Motor City carmak-
ers insist they are taking 
precautions to protect 
employees for the ramp-
up that marks a key mo-
ment in the attempted 
relaunching of the US 
economy.

But not everyone is 
convinced.

“I am expecting a 
bumpy ride,” said one 
United Auto Workers of-
ficial, who asked for ano-
nymity because he was 
not authorized to speak 
publicly.

The “Big Three,” 
which have the experi-
ence of relaunching in 
Asia, have set their US 
restart for May 18.

That is the same day 
Tesla has been cleared by 
local regulators in Califor-
nia to resume full produc-
tion following a faceoff be-
tween public health offi-
cials and brash Tesla boss 
Elon Musk that apparently 
was resolved with a com-
promise on enhanced 
safety measures.

Unlike California, 
Michigan has been the 
site of armed marches 
to the state capitol in 
protest over restrictions 
imposed by Democratic 
Governor Gretchen Whit-
mer. Under pressure 
from the state’s automo-
tive suppliers and car-
makers, she modified her 
stay-at-home orders to 
allow for the resumption 
of manufacturing with 
social distancing.

After effectively shut-
ting down in March to 
combat the deadly virus, 
US carmakers say they 
are now ready to get back 
to business.

“Above everything 
else, our top priority has 
always been to do what is 

right for our employees,” 
Fiat Chrysler CEO Mike 
Manley said in a state-
ment this week.

“We have worked 
closely with the unions to 
establish protocols that 
will ensure our employ-
ees feel safe at work and 
that every step possible 
has been taken to protect 
them.”

- Safeguarding plants 
-

The monumental 
tasks at FCA includes 
sanitizing 57 million 
square feet of production 
space and implementing 
new disinfection sched-
ules to maintain hygiene. 
Some 4,700 work sta-
tions were modified to 
allow for social distanc-
ing.

Temperature checks 
and daily health self-
screening are required 
for all employees and 
visitors; start times will 
be staggered; and break 
and lunch times will be 
altered to increase social 
distancing. Everyone will 
have to wear face masks 
and safety goggles, FCA 
officials said.

Manley said FCA was 
using what it has learned 
from opening plants in 
China and Italy as it re-
sumes production in the 
US, Mexico and Canada.

General Motors and 
Ford have described sim-
ilar measures.

Jim Glynn, a vice 
president for workplace 
safety at GM, said on 
a conference call that 
workers will follow a 
strict protocol each day 
beginning with filling out 
a questionnaire and hav-
ing a temperature scan.

“We have not had one 
case of person-to-person 
spread among our em-
ployees” when the rules 
have been followed at 
GM’s plants in Asia and 
at US plants now mak-
ing medical equipment, 
Glynn said. However, 
none of the companies 

will test employees reg-
ularly. Kiersten Robin-
son, Ford’s chief human 
resources officer, said 
during a conference call 
there is not enough ca-
pacity for regular tests.

- Good enough? -
Lack of testing is an 

issue for the UAW, which 
has stopped short of en-
dorsing the industry’s re-
turn to work model. The 
union also pressed GM, 
Ford and FCA to relax 
their policies on absen-
teeism so workers will 
stay home or self-quar-
antine if they feel ill.

“While it is the compa-
nies that have the sole con-
tractual right to determine 
the opening of plants, we 
have the contractual right 
to protect our members, 
and we will do so at all 
costs,” said UAW President 
Rory Gamble.

“We have made it 
clear in our talks that we 
are asking for as much 
testing as possible at the 
current time.”

Gamble has praised 
Whitmer’s stay-at-home 
orders that have sparked 
gun-toting protests 
outside the state capi-
tol building Michigan. 
The state has had about 
50,000 confirmed coro-
navirus cases and nearly 
4,800 fatalities.

The union’s reticence 
is due in part to the fact 
more half of GM, Ford and 
FCA workers are over 50. 
Also, nearly three dozen 
auto workers have died 
from COVID-19, accord-
ing to the UAW.

“I’m personally not 
ready to return to work 
and feel they are rush-
ing to get us back into 
the plant to make a profit 
at the expense of those 
working there,” said one 
anonymous worker in a 
Facebook post, adding 
that it is “almost impos-
sible” to socially distance 
at an auto plant facing 
ambitious production 
targets.

Tokyo, May 17 (AP): 
Shinto shrines, a go-to 
place for many Japanese 
to pray for good health 
and safety, have largely 
shuttered during the 
coronavirus pandemic.

But one Tokyo shrine 
went online for those 
seeking solace.

Onoterusaki Shrine 
in downtown Tokyo was 
livestreaming prayers 
on Twitter during a May 
1-10 holiday, allowing 
those stuck at home to 
join rituals.

The shrine also ac-
cepted worshippers’ 
messages, which were 
printed on a virtual 
wooden tablet and of-
fered to Shinto gods to 
keep away evil spirits 
and the epidemic.

“I thought about how 
people can pray and have 
a peace of mind at a time 
everyone is feeling un-
easy about all the news 
and going through ma-
jor changes in their life 
but still cannot go out to 
pray. The idea is to pro-
vide a chance for people 
to pray from home,” head 
priest Ryoki Ono said.

For Machi Zama, a 
freelance writer, that’s 
just what she needed. 
Zama prayed for her 
friend who recently had 
surgery, and everyone 
else experiencing diffi-
cult times, as well as for 
an early end to the global 
pandemic.

Watching the priests 
perform the purification 

rites, she felt as if she was 
at the shrine, Zama said. 
When one of the priests 
faced the screen and 
waved a religious paper 
streamer, she would bow. 
It was like her prayers 
were answered, she said.

Wherever you are, I 
think it’s your feelings 
and thoughts, the wish to 
pray, that’s what’s impor-
tant, Zama said. Whether 
online or offline, I don’t 
think it matters.

For Ono, praying in 
the sacred shrine is still 
better. He said he hoped 
people will visit the 
shrine for a real experi-
ence when it reopens. 
The shrine ended the on-
line prayers last Sunday 
to prepare for its upcom-
ing annual festival.

Shinto is Japan’s in-
digenous religion that 
dates back centuries and 
it literary means the way 
of kami, which refers to 
Shinto gods or spirits. It’s 
a form of animism that 
believes in sacred spirits 
residing in living things 
and nature, including 

wind, rain, mountains, 
trees, rivers and fertility.

Purification is key 
to Shinto rituals to keep 
away evil spirits. Wor-
shipers can also make 
a wish for traffic safety, 
good health, success in 
business or exams, safe 
childbirth and many oth-
er things.

There are about 
80,000 shrines in Japan. 
Revered as the most sa-
cred is Ise Shrine in cen-
tral Japan that venerates 
the sun goddess Amat-
erasu, the mythological 
ancestor of the emperor.

Not everyone in the 
conservative religion 
agrees with the depar-
ture from the traditional 
in-person prayers. Naomi 
Shiba tweeted six prayers 
at the online shrine, in the 
hopes of an early end to 
the pandemic, for her two 
sons to be able to resume 
their work and studies, 
and for herself to lose 
some weight.

Perhaps this is the 
way to do it in the cur-
rent age, she said.

Eleven firefighters were 
injured, three of them 
critically, in downtown 
Los Angeles when a fire 
in a commercial smoke 
shop sparked a major 
explosion and spread to 
nearby structures on Sat-
urday evening, officials 
said.

Crews had entered 
the building to bat-
tle what was initially 
thought to be a minor 
blaze when they noticed 
that the smoke pressure 
was escalating and de-
cided to evacuate, Los 
Angeles Fire Department 
chief Ralph Terrazas told 
reporters.

He said the blast oc-
curred as the firefighters 
were leaving the build-
ing from the roof and the 
ground floor.

“A witness account 
is that our firefighters 
came down the aerial 
ladder from the roof with 
their turnout coats on 
fire,” Terrazas said.

Los Angeles Mayor 
Eric Garcetti said three 
firefighters had critical 
but not life-threatening 
injuries and another had 
serious injuries, while 
the remainder had vary-
ing degrees of burns.

“There are no symp-
toms of blast injuries 
but there’s potential evi-
dence of chemical inhala-
tion,” Garcetti said.

“Good news is, every-
body’s gonna make it,” he 
added.

Terrazas said fire-

fighters saw butane can-
isters inside the building 
and outside on the street 
but it was unclear what 
caused the blaze.

“Everything is under 
investigation by our ar-
son team, all I can say 
at this point is that the 
cause is under investiga-
tion,” he said.

Some 230 respond-
ers battled the blaze as it 
spread to other buildings 
in the area before it was 
extinguished around two 
hours after it began.

Fire officials said 
the building where the 
blast occurred housed a 
business -- Smoke Totes 
Wholesale Distribution 
-- that sold smoking and 
vaping paraphernalia 
and supplied other busi-
nesses that make butane 
honey oil, a highly flam-
mable resin used for in-
haling marijuana.

Several storefronts in 
the area were blackened 
by the force of the blast 
while one fire truck had 
a scorched roof and was 
covered with debris.

Thick smoke from the 
blaze was visible from 
miles away.
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RICHIE RICH!  The model, Sofia Richie looks fab in a rust-
colored top, Dior sunglasses and fuzzy slides as she leaves a friend’s house 
in Los Angeles.
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DEAR READERS,
IF YOU ARE HAVING TROUBLE GETTING 
YOUR COPY OF THE SUMMIT TIMES 
IN YOUR NEIGHBOURHOOD, PLEASE 
MESSAGE OR WHATSAPP US YOUR 
NAME AND ADDRESS AT 9832556698 
AND WE WILL ENSURE THAT THE 
NEWSPAPER REACHES YOU.
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ARIES:
The process of transformation is both painful and confusing. Who 
are you if you are no longer the person you used to be? Let go of 
the need to cling onto the masks that provide a false sense of se-
curity. Let go of the need to have all the answers. Know that Spirit 
is protecting you right now and in this moment. You will soon find 
a way to cross the troubled waters looking like the most glorious 
and goddess-like version of yourself.
Tip: Trust the process of transformation.
Taurus:
It’s true that you’ve been hurt, but how long are you going to carry 
this pain? Know that holding onto what no longer serves you will 
prove to be detrimental to your mental, emotional, and physical 
health. A simple meditation to clear the blocks: close your eyes, 
take a few deep breaths and return to your Zen space. Visualise 
a luminescent golden ball radiating from the centre of your heart, 
growing in size and pulsating with energy. Let the ball of light 
transmute the wounds into wisdom and help your heart chakra 
expand.
Tip: Open your heart.
GEMINI:
Dance, drama, and movement are second nature to you, Gemini. 
They are your prayer for the mysterious forces. An act of being 
present to the cosmic currents. Today, you’re being asked to turn 
to the expressive art to communicate that which is unsaid within 
you. Don’t have a practice of your own? Skip your regular work-
out in favour of something fun and upbeat. A virtual Bollywood or 
belly dancing class could be the answer.
Tip: Dance like nobody’s watching.

CANCER:
It’s true that certain things in our lives are predetermined. But don’t 
forget the power of free will, which reminds us that the wheels of 
this chariot are in our hands. So stop playing tragedy queen and 
see how you can clear the blocks and bring about a monumental 
shift. The task at hand may be challenging, but it’s not impossible.
Tip: Face your fears.
LEO:
It’s been an especially demanding week in the Leo HQ and you’re 
in no mood to engage with the outside world. Here are five ways 
to make the most of your #SelfCareSunday. 1: A ritualistic bath 
complete with salts and essential oils to wash your woes away. 
2: A coffee date with your favourite self-help/spirituality book. 3: A 
bake-a-thon with you SO or flatmate. (Did somebody say banana 
bread?) 4: A virtual art therapy session. 5: A guided meditation 
that takes you to that special place. PS: Remember to keep your 
phone on flight mode for the better part of today.
Tip: Hello #SelfCareMonday
VIRGO:
Art is not just a form of expression, it’s a vessel for inner alchemy. 
Today, you’re in the mood to flow with the cosmic currents, to 
seduce the Muse, and to paint your innermost feelings onto the 
canvas. Stay in your magick. Create from a space of wholeness. 
Know that you are a unique individual and nobody else in the 
world can bring forth the same flavours as you onto the table. 
While you’re at it, let go of the idea of perfection. The more you 
stay true to your soul essence, the more others will be able to 
connect with your creations.
Tip: Stay in your magick.

LIBRA:
“Exercises are like prose, whereas yoga is the poetry of move-
ments. Once you understand the grammar of yoga; you can write 
your poetry of movements.” An Amit Ray quote to inspire you 
to nama-slay on your mat today. The combination of conscious 
breathing with deliberate movement is sure to bring you back to 
your centre and help you experience inner stillness—if only for a 
few moments. Sign up for a virtual class or turn to the treasure 
trove available online.
Tip: Experience inner stillness.
SCORPIO:
Everybody can have their 15 seconds of fame. Oh hello, social 
media! But only a few people manage to leave a legacy behind, 
one that they will be remembered for long after they are gone. 
What are your dreams and desires, Scorpio? Do you want to 
take the fast road to success or build a strong foundation that will 
support your vision? The choice is and has always been yours. 
Remember, you are exactly where you are supposed to be. Let 
go of the need to compare your journey with that of others.
Tip: With consistent effort towards your goals, you will be able to 
leave a legacy behind.
SAGITTARIUS:
Sagittarius, you’re in this world, but not of it. You are discovering 
that you are a multidimensional being, full of magical abilities that 
are waiting to be realised. You are in the process of aligning with 
your true path and uncovering the jewels Spirit has buried deep 
within you. The transformation may seem daunting at first. Roll 
with it anyway. Yes, that means you are allowed to take up *too 
much* space and be a sorcerer/ess in a world full of muggles.

Tip: You are coming into your magick.
CAPRICORN:
A Ram Dass quote to awaken you, “The spiritual journey is indi-
vidual, highly personal. Listen to your own truth.” You are realis-
ing that the scriptures and sacred texts can only take you this 
far. There is nothing more profound than direct experience. So, 
commune with the divine forces in a way that feels authentic to 
you and know that you don’t need an outsider to facilitate this 
connection. It’s true that silence opens up the doorway. But your 
task today is to take that inner stillness into everything that you do.
Tip: You have a direct connection with the divine.
AQUARIUS:
You don’t have to do this alone, Aquarius. Your soul crew is right 
here when you feel lost or confused. Trust that they will hold 
space for you to express what you are going through. In the mood 
to process your feelings before you reach out for support? Jour-
naling is a wonderful tool at your disposal, one that will help you 
clear out the mental clutter.
Tip: As Ernest Hemingway once said, “Write hard and clear about 
what hurts.”
PISCES:
They’ve left you on ‘read’ more than a few times and choose 
to reach out only when it’s convenient for them. Could you be 
looking at this connection through rose-tinted glasses or making 
excuses for other people? Spoiler alert, Pisces: your delusional 
thinking is not serving you. Read the signs. Understand what they 
are revealing to you. You’re better off redirecting your energy to-
wards your own growth.
Tip: Read the signs.

Dwayne Johnson says he is proud of 
daughter Simone for joining WWE

Fred Willard, ‘Best in Show’ and 
‘Modern Family’ comedy star, has died

‘Little Fires Everywhere’ 
director Lynn Shelton dies at 54

Will continue sending migrants home until 
the last one reunites with family: Sonu Sood

Tara Reid in 
negotiations 

to play Carole 
Baskin in ‘Tiger 

King’ film
New York, May 17 (PTI): Actor 
Tara Reid is in talks to star as Carole 
Baskin in the upcoming live-action 
movie adaptation of “Tiger King”, 
the Netflix documentary series.

“Tiger King” is a true crime 
docu-series revolves around the 
life of Oklahoma zookeeper Jo-
seph Exotic and the events that 
culminated in an alleged murder-
for-hire plot against Baskin, the 
animal rights activist.

According to her manager and 
business partner, Philippe Ash-
field, the “Sharknado” star is in 
touch with the producers of the 
anticipated film.

“We are in talks with the pro-
ducers and she is being consid-
ered, that is all I can say at the mo-
ment as casting is on hold.

“Tara loves ‘Tiger King’ and 
found the documentary extremely 
interesting. She feels she could get 
into the character of Carole Baskin 
very well and she has a similar 
look to (Baskin),” Ashfield said in 
a statement to The Post.

There are currently several 
scripted “Tiger King” productions 
in the works - including a series 
starring Nicolas Cage as Exotic 
and another with Kate McKinnon 
as Baskin.

Mumbai, May 17 (PTI) Actor Sonu 
Sood says he is pained by the plight of 
migrant workers who are unable to go 
back home amid the nationwide lock-
down and he will do everything he can 
to arrange for transport 
for them.

On Saturday, Sonu 
arranged more buses 
for the migrants af-
ter obtaining special 
permissions from the 
government of Uttar 
Pradesh.

The actor had ear-
lier organised multiple 
bus services for many 
such workers heading 
to Gulbarga, Karnataka 
from Maharastra.

“It has been an ex-
tremely emotional 
journey for me as my 
heart pains to see these 
migrants staying away 
from their homes walk-
ing on streets.

“I will continue 
sending migrants home until the last mi-
grant reunites with his family and loved 
ones. This is something really close to 
my heart and I will give it my all,” Sood, 
46, said in a statement.

As per arrangements, multiple buses 
left from Wadala and various parts of 
UP, including Lucknow, Hardoi, Pratap-
garh and Siddharthnagar, as well as to 
states like Jharkhand and Bihar.

The “Happy New Year” actor 
was present to bid goodbye to 
these workers who were stranded 
in the city since the lockdown be-
gan on March 25.

Previously, the actor also donated 
over 1,500 PPE kits to doctors across 
Punjab and provided his Mumbai hotel 
for the accommodation of the heath-
care workers.

Sood has also been feeding thou-
sands of underprivileged people along 
with providing meal kits to migrants 
in the Bhiwandi area during the holy 
month of Ramzan.

Fred Willard, the comedic actor known 
for his roles in movies including “Best 

in Show” and “This is Spinal Tap” and TV 
sitcoms “Everybody Loves Raymond” and 
“Modern Family,” has died.

The star died peacefully on Friday 
“at the fantastic age of 86 years old,” his 
daughter, Hope Mulbarger, confirmed to 
CNN.

“He kept moving, working and making 
us happy until the very end. We loved him 
so very much! We will miss him forever,” 
Mulbarger said.

His death comes nearly two years 
after the passing of his wife of 50 years, 
Mary Willard, who died in 2018 when she 
was 71 years old.

The four-time Emmy nominee, who 
grew up in Ohio, spread joy through his 
talent for making people laugh. His work 
included comedies like “A Mighty Wind” 
and “Waiting for Guffman,” as well as off-
Broadway productions including Jules 
Feiffer’s “Little Murders,” Dan Green-
burg’s “Arf and the Great Airplane Snatch,” 
and Mary Willard’s “Elvis and Juliet.”

In a 2006 interview with Tad Friend 
of New Yorker Magazine, Willard de-
scribed his understanding on death say-
ing, “If it was up to me, nothing would 
ever change, no one would ever die. On 
the other hand,” he added, “then no one 
could have babies, either, because it 
would get too crowded.”

LOS ANGELES (AP): Lynn Shelton, an 
independent filmmaker who directed 
“Humpday” and “Little Fires Every-
where,” has died. She was 54.

Shelton’s publicist, Adam Kersh, said 
in a statement Saturday that she died Fri-
day in Los Angeles from an unidentified 
blood disorder.

Shelton had become the leading voice 
of the new American independent cin-
ema movement. She caused waves with 
her low-budget films, then made splashes 
through her work on television includ-
ing “Mad Men,” “Fresh Off the Boat,” 
“The Mindy Project” and “GLOW.”

She directed four episodes of the 
Hulu miniseries “Little Fires Every-
where,” starring Reese Witherspoon 
and Kerry Washington.

“We made so many things together,” 
said Mark Duplass on Twitter. He was 
a frequent collaborator with Shelton, 
starring in her 2009 film “Humpday,” 
which was a depiction of male sexual-
ity through a female lens. The actor said 
he lost a “dear friend” and admired her 

creativity.
“I wish we had made more,” Duplass 

said. “Her boundless creative energy 
and infectious spirit were unrivaled. 
She made me better. We butted heads, 
made up, laughed, pushed each other. 
Like family. What a deep loss.”

Shelton began her filmmaking ca-
reer in her mid-30s after initially being 
an aspiring actor and photographer. She 
went on to write and direct eight fea-
ture films in the span of 14 years.

The statement said she had an “in-
fectious laugh, was full of life and had 
an esprit de corps that touched many.”

Ava DuVernay said Shelton changed 
her life after handing her an award at 
the Sundance Film Festival in 2012.

“She announced my name with 
pride,” said DuVernay, who posted a 
photo on Twitter that included both 
filmmakers. “Handed it to me with love. 
Rooted for me long after. I can’t believe 
I’m typing this. Rest In Peace, Beauty. 
Thank you for your films. And for your 
kindness.”

Los Angeles, May 17 (PTI): Hollywood ac-
tion star Dwayne Johnson says it’s a proud 
moment for him to see his 
daughter Simone following in 
his footsteps and join WWE.

Johnson, who had a long 
career in professional wres-
tling before becoming a Hol-
lywood star, said Simone, 18, 
will be the youngest signee in 
the history of WWE.

“She signed her contract 
with the WWE, it just blows 
my mind,” Johnson told Jimmy 
Fallon via video chat on The 
Tonight Show .

“First of all, I mean, what an honour that 
my daughter wants to follow in my footsteps. 
But more importantly, follow in my footsteps 
sounds clich , but she actually wants to blaze 
her own path, which is just so important. She 
wound up being the youngest signee in the 
history of the company, by the way, he added.

Johnson, who shares Simone with former 
spouse Dany Garcia, said his daughter started 
training at the age of 16.

“She was working her a** off. Quietly, 

under the radar, in the ring, getting thrown 
around, and all the bumps and bruises that go 

with pro wrestling. And she hung in there, I’m 
very, very proud of her.”

WWE had announced in February that 
Simone has officially signed with the com-
pany.

She is the fourth generation from her fam-
ily to join pro-wrestling. Her father, under the 
name The Rock, was a 10-time world champi-
on, while her late grandfather, Rocky Johnson, 
and her great-grandfather, High Chief Peter 
Maivia, were both inducted into the Hall of 
Fame.


