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COVID cases jumps to 112 with 45 new cases
SUMMIT REPORT
Gangtok, 14 Jul: 

The State has wit-
nessed a spike of 45 

new cases taking the tally 
of COVID-19 positive cas-
es to 198 in Sikkim. The 
new cases include six 
persons who tested pos-
itive in antigen testing at 
Rangpo, 15 who tested 
positive in Rongli, 21 SSB 
personnel from Rhenock, 
2 from South Sikkim and 
1 from Kingston, Rhe-
nock. The Kingston pa-
tient is a civilian who had 
travelled in a GREF ve-
hicle and is suspected to 
have got the virus from 
the driver who has also 
tested positive.

There are now 112 
actives cases of novel 
coronavirus in the State 
with these 45 new cases.

In his daily health bul-
letin, Health Department 
DG-cum-Secretary, Dr 

Pempa T Bhutia informed 
that out of 147 samples 
tested by RT-PCR at VRDL, 
STNM hospital on Mon-
day, 39 have been report-
ed as COVID-19 positive. 
He further informed that 

nine also tested posi-
tive for COVID-19 during 
Rapid Antigen Testing of 
146 persons at Rangpo 
check-post on Monday. 
He mentioned that three 
of them returned home 

and did not enter Sikkim 
while six were admitted 
to STNM hospital. 

Out of 198 cases re-
ported so far in Sikkim, 
131 are from East Sikkim, 
22 from West Sikkim, 44 

from South Sikkim and 
01 from North Sikkim.

The Secretary in-
formed that following 
23 GREF personnel from 
Rongli camp testing pos-
itive on 10 July, a team 

of Health Department 
visited Rongli and tested 
75 samples on 12 July in 
which 21 were of GREF 
personnel who were 
staying outside in Rongli 
Bazaar area. He informed 
that testing of these 21 
samples is still on and 
the report is yet to come.

The remaining 54 
samples are of persons 
who work in kitchen, 
stores and other works 
in GREF camp at Rongli, 
health workers, police, of-
ficials and staff of SDM and 
BDO offices. From these, 
15 have tested positive in-
cluding one health worker 
and one police personnel. 

He informed that one 
person from Kingstone, 
Rhenock, who had trav-
elled along with another 
person in a GREF vehicle 
of Rongli camp, has also 
tested positive and is a 
primary contact of the 

driver of that vehicle who 
had earlier tested pos-
itive. He informed that 
36 samples were of SSB 
personnel from Rhenock 
camp, in which 21 tested 
positive for COVID-19.

The Secretary informed 
that Health Department 
teams have been working 
on contact tracing in Rong-
li and Rhenock and taking 
out samples. He further 
informed that the technical 
committee has also decided 
to start rapid antigen test-
ing in the area to get imme-
diate results.

Arrangements have 
been made to keep as-
ymptomatic positive pa-
tients from GREF and SSB 
in quarantine centres at 
the camps. He urged the 
people of the area to stay 
inside their houses and to 
extend full cooperation to 
health workers while vis-
iting the area.

Reading Literature in the 
time of Pandemic

CM chairs State Task Force Meeting
Gangtok, 14 Jul [IPR]: 
Chief Minister, Prem 
Singh Tamang (Golay) 
convened an emergency 
meeting of the State Task 
Force today to discuss 
the latest spike in the 
number of Covid-19 cas-
es in Rongli Subdivision 
and the immediate mea-
sures to be taken. 

The meeting was at-
tended by Cabinet Min-
isters, Chief Secretary, 
DGP and Heads of De-
partments. 

At the outset, Chief 
Secretary, SC Gupta ap-
prised the house of the 
latest developments in 
the last 24 hours. He in-
formed that in Rongli and 
Pakyong Subdivisions, a 
few cases have been de-
tected in the community, 
despite the best efforts 
of the State Government. 
He said that the State will 
now go for 100% testing 
of each person who enter 
Sikkim, at the entry point.

Chief Minister, Prem 
Singh Tamang in his ad-
dress called for strict 
vigilance from the ad-
ministration to ensure 
that cases do not spread 
further. He invited sug-
gestions from the es-
teemed members. 

Ministers, KN Lepcha, 
Dr MK Sharma, Sanjit 
Kharel and MN Sherpa 
shared their viewpoints. 

During the meeting, 
suggestions and view-
points were placed by 
ACS Finance and Plan-
ning, VB Pathak, DGP, 
A Shankar Rao, Princi-
pal Secretary, Health, K 
Shrinivasulu, ACS, La-
bour and Raj Bhawan, SD 
Negi, Special DGP, S Sud-
hakar Rao, DG-cum-Sec-
retary Health, Dr Pempa 
T Bhutia, Secretary, Co-

ordination, Rinzing Che-
wang Bhutia, Principal 
Chief Engineer, Trans-
port Department, Karma 
Namgyal Bhutia, Secre-
tary Transport, Raju Bas-
net, Secretary IPR, Nam-
rata Thapa, Secretary 
UDD, Sarala Rai, ADGP 
Law and Order, Akshay 
Sachdeva and DIG Range, 
Prawin Gurung.
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NAMRATA CHATURVEDI

Words hold the power to 
heal and writers are heal-

ers of all times. These healers 
have left us with golden works 
that invite us to read and inter-
pret the wisdom embedded in 
literature around the world and 
across time. 

Thomas Mann’s novella 
Death in Venice (1912) is set a 
little more than hundred years 
ago in the time of a cholera ep-
idemic that was ravaging the 
city of Venice. In the midst of 
disease, infection and death, 
Gustav Aschenbach, an elder-
ly man, sits watching the life of 
a fourteen year old boy Tadzio. 
He sits and continues to sit, 
heedless of warnings to leave 
the city and flee to safety. Even-
tually, Aschenbach succumbs 
to the plague and dies. There 
have been varied interpreta-
tions of the text. Some find it a 

text of hopelessness and death; 
some see it as an illustration 
of the dangers of desire, while 
some see it as experimental and 
daring in its portrayal of homo-
erotic attraction. Revisiting this 
novella is obvious in the current 
situation but it can lead to not so 
obvious conclusions. It is possi-
ble to see Aschenbach’s fixation 
on Tadzio as a man’s desper-
ate need to celebrate life force 
when placed against the death 
impulse. When surrounded by 
diseased bodies, isolation wards 
and impending death, Tadzio 
becomes the objective correla-
tive of Aschenbach’s desire. It is 
important to remind ourselves 
that desire can be so much 
more than sexual and sexual 
desire need not be catego-
rized into hetero, homo, trans 
and other limiting nomencla-
tures. It is the story of a man 
who holds on to the desire of 
life, best exemplified in ob-

serving the manifestation of life 
impulse in an adolescent boy. 

In the present scenario, the 
virus infection has stigmatized 
the eyes, nose, mouth and even 
faecal matter and other body 
fluids. We are witnessing and 
reading about corpses lying un-
claimed, not receiving even the 
last rites. At a time when the 
body has become compartmen-
talized into infectious and non 
infectious parts and is judged 
admissible in society or fit for is-
lolation, it has become urgent to 
identify an idiom of sacralisation 
of the human body. When Mary 
Shelley introduced the idea of 
desacralisation of the human 
body, a patchwork new being, 
she also embedded the threat 
implicit in this post Enlighten-
ment fantasy. The monster is 
not the being but the arrogance 
of the human ego that is ready 
to challenge the natural order. 
The initial reports of the coro-

na virus being manufactured in 
a laboratory throw marked re-
semblance to this early modern 
science fantasy whose conclu-
sions are too well known.

The patchwork monster 
doesn’t have a partner, but hu-
man beings, infected or clean, 
sick or healthy, young or old, 
have and crave partners. The 
partners are sexual, social and 
emotional companions who 
help us navigate through life and 
who keep the life impulse going. 
When our popular socio-med-
ical discourse has become ob-
sessed with highlighting the 
dangers of the human body 
and its associated movements 
and products, there is an atmo-
sphere of fear of the body that has 
been perpetuated. This fear takes 
no time to turn into disgust. Con-
sequently, we mark infected living 
and dead bodies, force spiritual and 
emotional isolation on people, even
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CBSE to 
announce 
class 10 results 
on July 15
New Delhi, July 14 (PTI): 
The Central Board of Sec-
ondary Education (CBSE) 
will declare the class 10 
results on July 15, it an-
nounced on Tuesday.

The board had on 
Monday announced the 
results for class 12. How-
ever, there was no prior 
intimation about the re-
sult declaration.

HRD Minister Ra-
mesh Pokhriyal 'Nishank' 
also took to Twitter to 
share the update and 
wish luck to the students.

"My dear Children, 
Parents, and Teachers, 
the results of class X CBSE 
board examinations will 
be announced tomorrow. I 
wish all the students best 
of luck," he said.

The board will an-
nounce the results 
through an alternative 

turn to pg 02

Education Dept to begin 
Home Schooling initiative 

Gangtok, 14 Jul (IPR): A meeting was held on 
07 Jul, 2020 in the Conference Hall, Education 
Department chaired by Director (Elementary 
Education) and State Project Director (Samagra 
Shiksha), Bhim Thatal regarding home-schooling 
for Elementary Education during the lockdown. 
The meeting was attended by Additional Director 
(West), Joint Director (Elementary Education), 
Joint Director (Secondary Education) Joint Direc-
tor (East), Deputy Director (South), Deputy Direc-
tor (North) Joint Directors (EE and East District), 
SCERT and DIET faculty members, School-heads 
and Primary Teachers.

Director (EE) presented the concept of 
home-schooling. He mentioned that Article 21A of 
the Constitution guarantees free and compulsory 
elementary education for the children in the age 
group from 6 years to 14 years as Fundamental 
Right. Since the last two decades when the Sarva 
Shiksha Mission (now called Samagra Shiksha) 
has been initiated and since the RtE Act, 2009 has 
been enacted, the primary focus of Union as well 
as State Governments has been to realize free and 
compulsory elementary education for every indi-
vidual in the age group of 6 to 14 years. 

However, in recent times, because of the 
COVID-19 pandemic, our children of this age group 
have been grossly deprived of the right to have free 
and compulsory education.                    turn to pg 02

SDM Rongli 
directed 
to file case 
against 
OC GREF
SUMMIT REPORT
Gangtok, 14 Jul:

DC East has directed 
SDM Rongli to regis-

ter a case against the OC 
130 RCC GREF Rongli un-
der section 51 of Disaster 
Management Act 2005, 
section 188 of IPC, and 
other relevant provisions 
of the law. 

In a letter to the SDM 
today, the DC has said 
that the response to the 
show cause notice issued 
to the OC GREF on 11 July 
has been found unsatis-
factory. 

On the basis of pre-
liminary enquiry con-
ducted by the DC East, 
reports submitted by SDM 
Rongli and BDO Regu, it has 
been established that the 
OC GREF has violated the 
directions regarding acco-
modation of its personnel 
and screening of returnees. Rongli and Pakyong 

placed under lockdown
COVID restrictions added for rest of state

SUMMIT REPORT
Gangtok, 14 Jul:

Rongli and Pakyong 
subdivisions were 

placed under strict lock-
down today. All shops, gov-
ernment offices, factories, 
hotels and restaurants will 
remain closed in the two 
subdivisions till 31 July or 
till further orders.

Emergency services, 
banks, ATMs, and shops 
selling groceries, and es-
sential commodities will 
remain open from 9 am 
to 4 pm. This restriction 
will not apply to loading/
unloading essential com-
modities. 

Assembly of five or 
more people has been 
prohibited and people are 
“required” to stay at home 
and come out only to ac-
cess basic services. Vehic-
ular movement except for 
emergencies have been 
“completely” banned.

Further, Rongli ba-
zaar and Rhenock bazaar 
areas have been declared 
containment zones till 19 
July. These stipulations 
come into effect from 6 
am 15 July. 

Meanwhile, the Home 
Department issued an 
order today announcing 
new measures to contain 
COVID-19 in the State. 

Gyms and bars have 
been shut down and all 
inter and intra district 
movement of people and 
vehicles "stopped forth-
with". Movement of all 
private vehicles includ-
ing two-wheelers has 
also been banned. Taxis 
however will continue to 
ply following odd-even 
stipulation but only for 
local movement.

The rules come into 
force with immediate 
effect and will continue 
till 31 July

SDF flags 
attacks on 
people’s reps 
as a serious 
concern
SUMMIT REPORT
Gangtok, 14 Jul: 

Sikkim Democratic 
Front has alleged that 

attacks on workers and 
leaders of opposition 
parties have been in-
creased under the pres-
ent government. The 
party further alleged that 
such incidents have been 
increasing unrest situa-
tion in the State.

An SDF press release 
informs that Bhanjyang 
ward panchayat, Buddha 
Rai was attacked by one 
Sunil Gurung with a knife 
at around 11 pm last night. 

SDF has strongly crit-
icized and condemned 
the incident. 

The party has argued 
that the attack on a people’s 
representative proves that 
the situation of unrest and 
insecurity was increasing. 

The release alleges 
that if a people’s represen-
tative was not secure in her 
own house then the people 
are bound to feel more in-
secure. SDF has demand-
ed that the administration 
take immediate legal action 
to apprehend the person 
responsible for the attack.

The release reminds that 
the administration has still 
not caught up with those 
behind the attack on SDF 
spokesperson, JB Darnal. 

The release adds 
that the administration 
also failed to take ac-
tion against the people 
involved in the incident 
of illegal entry of five 
persons in the State. On 
the same, the party has 
alleged that attacks on 
political workers and 
leaders and failure in 
taking action in different 
crimes shows the admin-
istration of the present 
government has failed to 
maintain law and order 
in the State.  
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LAND FOR SALE 
A land measuring an area for  50x32 1/2  at Road-
side just below housing colony is for sale. It is 
just a  one minute walking distance from Namchi 
bazaar taxi stand. Interested party may contact 
9593373387 and 9434406761

LAND FOR SALE 
An area measuring 1 acre at Sadam South Sikkim 
near Loretto Convent School at Gupti road. Price 
negotiable any one interested can contact:

78640-04501,62970-03235, 98320-48410

GENERAL LAND FOR SALE
General land 30X40 (3 Plots) available for sale 

at  Tadong 6th Mile next to Harka Maya College. 
Flat Land no cutting required. Price 27 Lakhs 

(negotiable).
Contact: 9800201335

~ SummitTIMES ~
CLASSIFIEDS
LAND FOR SALE

Two plots available – 30X40 sq ft and 50X30 sq ft
Junkeri Dara, Samlik Marchak

Price negotiable 
Contact : 6296366498, 

9641878315, 9593262407

FOR RENT 
Two and half storeyed (1st to 3rd floor) com-
plex is available for rent in the heart of Ranipool 
Baazar (Opposite UCO Bank). The building area 
is 35’x60’ appx. in each floor and is fit for offic-
es, shopping complexes, guest houses, banks etc. 
Contact: 8509755220, 8348007688.

GENERAL LAND FOR SALE
 

General roadside land for sale measuring 30 by 
45 square feet near smile land below apica gar-
den . Contact no.7797885351/9733538899.

Birth anniv of the Iron Man of 
Natula observed at Sherathang

SUMMIT REPORT
Gangtok, 14 Jul:

The Black Cat Division 
marked the 101st 

birth anniversary of 
Lieutenant General Sagat 
Singh, heralded as the 
‘The Iron Man of Natu La,’ 
at Nathu La today with a 
solemn wr eath laying 
ceremony.

An official press re-
lease informs that the 
wreath was laid on be-
half of General Officer 
Commanding and all 
ranks of Black Cat Divi-
sion at the Sherathang 
War Memorial where the 
bust of Lieutenant Gener-
al Sagat Singh is installed 
in honour of the late war 
hero who led Indian Ar-

my's ferocious retribu-
tion to the Chinese side 
in the Nathula skirmish 
of 1967. 

During the unpro-
voked belligerence by 
the Chinese at Natu La 
in August 1967,   Gener-
al Sagat Singh displayed 
leadership of the highest 
order and threw back the 
Chinese attacks causing 
disproportionate casu-
alties to the PLA, the re-
lease adds. 

General Sagat Singh is 
also remembered for his 
daring success in cross-
ing Meghna river and 
swift advance to Dhaka 
in the 1971 Indo-Pak war 
and the 1961 Liberation 
of Goa. 

Chief Secretary, SC Gupta summed 
up the suggestions and placed his view 
point. 

After lending a patient hearing to 
all the suggestions placed in the meet-
ing, Chief Minister, Prem Singh Tamang 
directed that the State Administration 
should strictly assess and monitor the 
quarantine facilities of Army and para-
military forces including GREF. 

He called for immediate upgrada-
tion of quarantine facilities in Rongli 
and Pakyong Subdivisions, and consid-
er home quarantine option to manage 
the increase in the number of cases, 
with strict orders for compliance.

The Chief Minister called for strict 
vigilance of Pharmaceutical companies 
and ensure that all guidelines are strict-
ly followed. 

He also called for limiting the num-
ber of returnees from other states, 
as well as complete restriction on in-
ter-district movement of vehicles for 
at least fifteen days. He also called for 
restriction of intra-district movement 

to ensure limited movement. 
The Chief Minister further called for 

enforcement of complete lockdown in 
Rongli and Pakyong Subdivisions from 
6am of 15th July (tomorrow) to contain 
further spread. He also directed the 
Administration to ensure that all the 
guidelines are adhered to in letter and 
spirit. The Chief Minister also called for 
immediate restriction on the movement 
of persons into the official residences of 
all the Ministers and MLAs. 

He further called for immediate restric-
tion on the return of employees and work-
ers of all private companies for the next 
fifteen days. However, Central Government 
employees should be allowed to enter with 
thorough screening and testing. 

The Chief Minister suggested for 
augmenting the Police force by de-
ploying forest guards and local village 
guards, who will be under the disposal 
of the concerned SP. 

The meeting concluded with the de-
cision to hold another review meeting 
in the next three days.

CM chairs...

spray chemicals on masses of disem-
powered people. But people need peo-
ple and life impulse drives us to love 
and desire, pandemic or no pandem-
ic. We are all Aschenbachs, looking to 
identify our own Tadzios, not because 
we are foolish or unethical, but because 
we are human. 

When Aschenbach finds his Tadzio, 
what does he do? He doesn’t stalk him, 
talk to him or propose anything to him. 
He follows him with his eyes, observes 
and absorbs the life impulse in him 
and celebrates it within himself. The 
eyes are powerful instruments of de-
sire. They absorb, store and interpret 
images and magnify and manipulate 
them in their own ways. The eyes are 
powerful when they are open and even 
more powerful when they are closed. In 
recounting his horrendous experiences 
in the Nazi concentration camps, Vik-
tor Frankl in Man’s Search for Meaning 
muses on his wife’s condition as she 
was separated from him. He wonders 
how she must be and is sure in his heart 
of hearts that she must be more tor-
tured than him even as he thinks about 
her. He then recollects her image in his 
mind and trains his mind to send love 
to her without the obstruction of form. 
This ability to understand love beyond 
any form gave Frankl the power to pro-
pose forgiveness and healing and teach 
it to the world. What can we learn from 
our present times? We can begin by ac-
cepting the life impulse and celebrating 
it. We can then train our minds to love 
beyond form. This is how we can send 
healing energies and compassion to our 
loved ones separated from us by isola-
tion walls and PPEs. When our loved 
ones are sick or when they return to us, 
we can slowly and steadily rebuild a vo-
cabulary of desire that rejects stigmati-
zation and discrimination.  

In recreating an idiom of desire, we 
can appreciate the value of aesthetics. 
It is perhaps the best time to read Ka-
mashastras and glean from them the 
principles of the psychology of desire. 

These principles will guide us towards 
understanding the human mind- what 
men and women desire and how, what 
are the nuances of this desire and what 
are the mechanisms of stoking, satisfy-
ing and celebrating this desire. Wom-
en who have caught this infection are 
more than ever in need of support from 
their partners who can destigmatise 
their bodies and discover varied ways 
of enjoying love. Men, who are victims 
of an unreal masculinity need their 
partners to show how weakness can 
be attractive and how manhood can 
be celebrated in different ways. A post 
pandemic aesthetics of desire can be an 
enabling paradigm in which to engage 
with life even when paranoia of crimi-
nalization and discrimination is high. In 
Kalidasa’s Abhijnanashakuntalam, there 
is a whole act dedicated only to Dushy-
anta and Shakuntala seeing each other 
and exchanging love from a distance. The 
first letter that Shakuntala writes to her 
beloved is a momentous point in the aes-
thetics of desire as it highlights the verbal 
expression of love by a woman. Dushyan-
ta, when observing Shakuntala asleep in 
her sickness of love, observes her whole 
body to determine the extent of her love. 
When Shakuntala has left him due to the 
curse, he recreates her image in a paint-
ing and it is in the detailing of absent 
form that love shines. This beautiful story 
is centered on patience and forgiveness 
while pulsating with sexual desire. The 
prolongation of gratification and the ma-
turing of love make the story an inspira-
tion across linguistic, literary and cultural 
traditions across the world. 

There are sicknesses and there are 
more. Let us not forget to celebrate 
life. There are people making love and 
children being born even as we fear the 
virus and isolate ourselves and others. 
After all, love is a sickness too - conta-
gious and incurable. 

[Dr.Namrata Chaturvedi is 
Associate Professor, School of 

Language, Literature and Culture 
Studies, SRM University, Sikkim]

Reading Literature...

assessment scheme after it cancelled remaining ex-
ams in wake of COVID-19 pandemic.

While class 12 exams were rescheduled to be 
held in July in all parts of the country, class 10 exams 
were rescheduled only in North East Delhi which was 
affected by riots in March. However, later all exams 
were cancelled following spike in COVID-19 cases.

CBSE to announce...

In the event of schools been reopened 
in the coming months also, we do not 
have any plans for the schooling of our 
students of elementary level.

Keeping these thoughts together 
and also in order to work out a system 
for enabling these elementary students 
to have their basic right of education 
protected and maintenance of learning 
continuum, we are looking forward to 
opting for home-schooling.

The concept of home-schooling 
would include elementary teachers vis-
iting the homes of such students and 
teaching the students. Director Bhim 
Thatal mentioned that home-schooling 
would mean that if the child is not able 
to come to school, let the school go to 
the child. The students at home should 
have access to education through 
teachers, parents, School Management 
Committee members and such oth-
er stakeholders coming together and 
supporting education of the children at 
home. Medium and resources like digi-
tal media, online classes, voluntary sup-
port from the youths and D EL Ed /B Ed 
students and various other means are 
required to be harnessed. Child cen-
tric learning and change of method to 
adapt with the needs of the students is 
required. Parenting component is also 
an important factor of home-schooling.  

A proposal on home-schooling was 
submitted to the Government which 
was accepted and approved. Follow-
ing guidelines in the form of circular 
are therefore issued by the Depart-
ment on 14 Jul, 2020 for the purpose 
of home-schooling in Sikkim during the 
lockdown period:

Home-schooling will cater to educa-
tional needs of students from KG class-
es to Class Eight as per the provisions 
of the Right of the Children to Free 
and Compulsory Education Act, 2009. 
There will be three levels of approach 
for home-schooling (i) for KG (ii) for 
Classes 1 to 5 and (iii) for 6 to 8 with 
different strategy to cater to their edu-
cational needs.  

Surveying and mapping physical lo-
cations of students and teachers will be 

done by the Block and Cluster Resource 
Centre Coordinators (BRCCs & CRCCs) 
to locate students and teachers along 
with any other individual (D El Ed, B 
Ed, college students, educated youths) 
willing and capable to cater to the ed-
ucational needs of our students. Heads 
of Institutions (HoIs) should formulate 
strategies and map challenges. The 
HoIs will monitor, help and support the 
teachers in making learning happen ef-
fectively.

Teachers will have the liberty to 
adopt innovative and possible medium 
of teaching and as far as practicable, 
personal attention will be provided to 
the primary learners. However, for the 
students of Classes 6 to 8, a combina-
tion of digital learning and personal at-
tention will be adopted.

Pre-Primary Teachers, Primary 
Teachers, Graduate Teachers, BRCCs, 
CRCCs will be engaged for this purpose 
at different levels. Active participation 
of the stakeholders School Management 
Committee members, Public Represen-
tatives, Parents, elder students, educat-
ed youths, D El Ed students in the local-
ity will be there in home-schooling.

Methods like meeting at suitable 
place other than school, visiting homes 
of students or calling the students to 
the homes of teachers with abundant 
precaution against viral infection, 
maintaining social distancing and other 
COVID-19 protocol would be adopted.

Curriculum slash and prioritization 
of learning at different levels will be ana-
lysed by the teachers. Essentially import-
ant contents as expected for a child at a 
given grade would be incorporated in the 
remaining part of the academic curricu-
lum in line with the revised NCERT cal-
endar and with the support of the SCERT. 

During the lockdown period, many 
private and unorganised schools are 
also closed and the students going 
to such schools are equally deprived. 
Hence, extending support to students 
of private schools also will be the role of 
the teachers of the government schools 
so that education as a welfare activity 
is realized.

Education Dept...

228 West Sikkim families 
switch sides to SKM 

RUDRA KAUSHIK
Gyallshing, 13 Jul:

Two hundred and 
twenty-eight families 

from various wards of 
West Sikkim left Sikkim 
Democratic Front and 
switched allegiance to 
the ruling Sikkim Kran-
tikari Morcha on Sunday.

At two separate pro-
grammes held at Gyalsh-

ing and Legship, Agricul-
ture Minister Loknath 
Sharma inducted the 
new members into SKM.

Amongst the prom-
inent faces who joined 
SKM were councilor of 
Gyalshing Municipal 
Council, Sarda Agarwal, 
some active supporters 
of SDF and former pan-
chayats. 

BJP-Sikkim constitutes labour cell units Namchi Smart City Limited holds 
meeting with stakeholders

SUMMIT REPORT
Namchi, 14 Jul:

A meeting of Namchi Smart City Lim-
ited was held at Namchi on 10 Jul, 

2020 which was chaired by ex-Chair-
man of Namchi Municipal Council, Bud-
dha Tamang. The meeting was attended 
by United Forum, local gentry and Local 
City Advisory Committee.

As per a press release, the Chief Ex-
ecutive Officer, Sarala Rai who recently 
took over charge as CEO from Ganzay 
Tshering Bhutia explained the concept 
of Smart City, its objective and imple-
mentation of the project. 

She explained that Smart City is a 
process of urbanisation where local 
requirements are taken care of by the 
Special Purpose Vehicle (SPV) with 
Urban Local Bodies under Smart City 
Project. It is mandatory to involve the 
public and Urban Local Bodies of the 
area. 

A fund of Rs. 40,000 crore has been 
earmarked for 100 cities in the whole 
country. Until now, Namchi Smart City 
Limited has received Rs. 196 crore from 
the Centre Government and Rs 1 crore 
as state share, the release mentions. 
Projects amounting to Rs.518 crore 
have been tendered. The water distri-
bution and street lighting are two major 
projects undertaken by this company. 

To avoid delay and red-tapism under 
the bureaucratic system, the Ministry of 
Housing and Urban Affairs have intro-
duced Special Purpose Vehicle (SPV) to 
undertake these projects which is reg-
istered under the Company Act; 2013.

The local gentry and forum ex-
pressed their satisfaction in getting 
explanations and answers to their que-
ries. They have also demanded that the 
projects should be need based. 

The Superintending Engineer, MK 
Rai and Nodal Officer, Navin Rai ex-
plained the technicality of Water Distri-
bution system. They explained that wa-
ter distribution system will be divided 
into different zones and will be easy to 
monitor. At present the requirement is 
5.5 Ml/d at Namchi. 

The local gentry expressed their 
concern on street lights also. They said 
that the erection of electric posts has 
not been done properly. The electric 
posts have been erected in distances 
of 10 meters each and considering the 
height and LED bulb measuring 40 watt 
in street and 15 watt in footpath re-
spectively. The power will be generated 
by Solar and this will be transferred to 
Grid Solar Photo Voltaic system in the 
evening when the electric supply for 
street light is required. The generated 
energy will be used by the street lights. 
The CEO expressed her inability to pay 
electric tariff by Urban Development 
Department. 

The meeting took the following de-
cision:-

1. The Administration Section has 
been directed to find out the precise 
manpower requirement. 

2. To cancel all the works where 
work order has been issued but work 
has not started yet. 

3. The representation of Public 
Health Engineering Department to 
monitor and observe the work of Water 
distribution System and submit correc-
tive measures if required. 

4. The electrical pole will be sent for 
Technical lab testing to see if it is as per 
the specification. 

5. The House felt the need of cost 
cutting measures. 

6. The Divisional Engineer of Pow-
er Department has been requested to 
check all electrical poles and suggest 
remedy if it is technically not correct. 

7. The House expressed their grati-
tude on decision of the Government to 
bring White Paper on Namchi Smart 
City Limited. 

8. The House felt that the coordina-
tion of various line departments in un-
dertaking the Namchi Smart City Limit-
ed work is needed. 

9. The House expressed that a ro-
bust accounting system should be 
made. Accounting reforms such as se-
curity deposit of contractor in separate 
account. 

MLA hands ex-gratia to accident victims
SUMMIT REPORT
Gangtok, 13 Jul:

MLA, Bishnu Kumar 
Khatiwara visited 

the families of victims of a 
road accident that had oc-
curred on 22 June wherein 
two children and one man 
had died on the spot while 
another girl child had been 
injured in East Sikkim.

As per a press release, 

Mr Khatiwara interacted 
with the bereaved fam-
ily members and hand-
ed over ex gratia of Rs 
50,000 to the father of 
the injured girl and Rs 1 
lakh to the son of the de-
ceased person.

The amount was pro-
vided from Chief Minis-
ter’s Relief Fund.

The family members 

have been provided Rs 
4 lakhs each from natu-
ral calamities fund. The 
family members have 
expressed deep gratitude 
to Chief Minister, PS Go-
lay for great support and 
also extended gratitude 
to MLA Khatiwara, SKM 
party workers, all mem-
bers of RSWA Rorathang 
for their support.

SUMMIT REPORT
Singtam, 14 Jul:

BJP’s Sikkim unit has 
begun constituting its 

frontal units in the State. 
State and District level 

Labour cells were formed 
at a meeting held at the par-
ty’s Singtam Office today. 

The meeting was at-
tended by BJP-Sikkim 
president, DB Chavhan 
and others and nominat-
ed Kinley Bhutia as the  

president of BJP state 
level Labour Wing fol-
lowed by Prakash Rai as 
Vice President, Bikash 
Kumar Prasad as General 
Secretary, BK Gurung as 
Cashier and Amit Rasaily 
as Publicity Secretary. 

Phurba Lepcha has 
been nominated as pres-
ident of North District, 
Amar Chettri as the 
East District president, 
Kumar Tamang as Vice 

President, Hari Subba as 
President South District, 
Sonam Wangchuk Bhutia 
as General Secretary, NB 
Chettri as President La-
bour Wing West District 
Followed by Tula Singh 
Limboo as General Sec-
retary. President Sikkim 
State BJP, DB Chauhan 
congratulating all new 
committee has urged to 
work for the benefit of 
the labours and workers.



3SummitTIMES | 15 July 2020CapitalTIMES

3SummitTIMES | 13 July  2020CapitalTIMES

           JIA                                                                         Phone:03592- 202410
(Public Relations)                               

RAJ BHAVAN
GANGTOK, SIKKIM

MESSAGE
On the occasion of 206th Bhanu Jayant, Hon’ble Governor, Shri Ganga Prasad has extended 
warm greetings to the people of Sikkim.
In his message, while congratulating all the people, Hon’ble Governor said, “The works of 
writing and literature in Nepali language by Adikavi Bhanu Bhakta Acharya ji is very com-
mendable. The translation of the epic Ramayana by him from Sanskrit to Nepali was certainly 
historical. Due to his composition, he was honored with the title of “Adikavi”.
He bridged the gap between cultural and literary that existed between the communities of the 
hill and the mainland India through his immortal epic Ramayana- the tale of Lord Rama. Leg-
end poet Bhanu Bhakta was not limited to a particular language and geography only. Bhanu 
Bhakta as a poet who has played a crucial role in strengthening Nepal-India relations. Many 
Indian writers and poets often talk about Nepali writers and Nepali literature. There are many 
Nepali writers in India who have been contributing to strengthening those relations.
On this occasion, let’s pay homage to Adikavi Bhanu Bhakta Acharya and revitalise our en-
deavour towards the development and preservation of this great language and tradition. I urge 
my fellow Sikkimese to continue fostering the cross cultural harmony engrained in our way 
of life since ages while working towards the enrichment of great Nepali literature.”

JIA (PR) to Governor                                                                                                                           
SKM/GOV/JIA(PR)/2020/3

12thJuly, 2020

CAEPHT and SMU organise awareness Program 
for agricultural workers addressing COVID

Gangtok, 12 Jul (IPR): 
An awareness program 
for agricultural workers 
during COVID-19 was 
organized at Nimthang in 
East Sikkim on 11 July. 
The program was jointly 
organized by College of 
Agricultural Engineering 
and Post-Harvest 
Technology (CAEPHT) 
Ranipool, in collaboration 
with Sikkim Manipal 
University, Tadong 
under the aegis of MoU 
signed between two 
universities.

The program 
started with welcome 
address by Principal 
Investigator, Prof NS 
Chauhan, CAEPHT centre 
of All India Coordinated 
Research Project 
(AICRP) on Ergonomics 
and Safety in Agriculture 
(ESA). He informed the 
house that project team is 
continuously conducting 
frontline demonstration 
and training of need-
based farm equipment 
for the benefits of the 
farmers of the state. 
In addition, adoptive 
trials of improved 
farm equipment are 

also undertaken to 
validate and to design 
refine the equipment 
to make them matching 
a n t h r o p o m e t r i c 
dimensions and strength 
of the workers of the 
Sikkim. Important 
features of farm 
equipment, suitable 
for terraces of Sikkim, 
were explained to the 
farmers. Farmers were 
also informed that they 

may contact the project 
team to organize the 
frontline demonstration 
and training for 
operation and on-farm 
maintenance of improved 
farm equipment.

The program 
was also attended by 
Associate Professor, 
Dr Saumen Gupta and 
Associate Professor, Dr 
Remon Chettri, College 
of Physiotherapy, Sikkim 

Manipal University 
Tadong, project team 
of the AICRP on ESA, 
CAEPHT, Ranipool and 
more than 25 farmers of 
nearby villages.

In his address, 
Dr Remon Chhettri 
described the 
precautions and 
safety measures to be 
observed by the farm 
workers before, during 
and after performing 

the field operations 
especially in the context 
of COVID regime. He 
also demonstrated 
appropriate method 
of wearing facemasks 
and to maintain social 
distancing while 
performing field 
operation. Dr Saumen 
Gupta informed the 
house that improper use 
of farm machinery for 
longer duration could 
lead to various health 
hazards and preventive 
measures to be followed 
to avoid or reduce these 
effects. He also narrated 
the ways and means 
to cope up such issues 
without compromising 
with efficiency of the 
work output. 

Many farmers have 
shown the interested to 
volunteer in the health-
related studies on the 
agricultural workers. The 
program concluded with 
vote of thanks proposed 
by PI of the project, Dr NS 
Chauhan. The house was 
informed that number of 
joint programs are being 
planned for the benefit of 
the farmers.

Bicycles will return now
ViewPoint

PRIYANKA SAURABH

The craze of bicycles is increasing day by day in the 
Corona period. Now due to the lockdown, people 

are becoming more aware of the changed lifestyle 
and environment. Only then the purchase of bicycles 
is also increasing. Today, apart from the youth, 
engineers, professors, doctors, retired employees 
and professionals have also started buying bicycles to 
improve their health

Bicycles are a useful means of transportation 
in times of crisis. In this era, cycling is cheap and 
accessible as well as beneficial in terms of health. 
But our governments have thought very little about 
bicycles in town planning. The Indian middle class, 
running after the modern glamor, considers cycling to 
be inferior anyway.

But today in the Corona era, bicycles are the 
solution to a lot of problems. Our thinking has become 
like that of the elite. We build roads for cars or four-
wheelers, cyclists are nowhere not on our map. Even 
the newly settled cities, sectors, or sub-towns of the 
country do not even have bicycle lanes. And wherever 
it is, people do not use it, because the bicycle is not 
in our thinking or people think that riding a bicycle 
is a matter of low status. But now I have come to 
understand that it is very important to walk in 
harmony with nature.

The Ministry of Housing and Urban Affairs has 
launched the Cycles for Change Challenge towards 
the early implementation of cycling initiatives in 
Indian cities. Under the Smart Cities Mission, all the 
cities, the capitals of the States and Union Territories, 
and all the cities of the country with a population 
of more than 5 lakh will be able to take part in this 
challenge which is being started with the objective of 
sustainable development of cities.

Significantly, this challenge was started by the 
Minister of Housing and Urban Affairs on June 25, 
2020. It aims to help develop an integrated vision to 
motivate Indian cities to implement cycling-friendly 
initiatives quickly in response to Covid-19 and to 
promote cycling among citizens as well as experts. 
So that an approach can be developed to promote the 
practice of cycling.

Under this challenge, the scheme will be 
encouraged by collaborating with the civil society 
organizations, experts, and volunteers of the 
cities. The cooperation of common citizens can 
play an important role in this initiative. This 
challenge will be implemented mainly in two 
phases. The first phase of the Challenge will be 
implemented by October 2020, in which all the 
cities will focus on promoting the practice of 
cycling and formulating necessary strategies in 
this regard.

After this, a total of 11 cities will be selected 
in the second phase and several  guidelines 
from national and international experts will 

be provided for furthering their respective 
schemes and making necessary improvements in 
them. It Will be implemented by 2021.

Experts believe that ‘the Government of India 
is committed to assisting cities in developing high-
quality transport systems.’ This challenge of the 
government is aimed at educating the general public, 
experts, city cycling groups, bicycle manufacturers, 
and dealers. A great way to connect to the unit. 
Through this, the concept of sustainable transport 
in cities will be promoted. This initiative will help in 
achieving the dual goals of promoting active mobility 
in cities as well as promoting health.

According to a survey by the Institute for 
Transportation and Development Policy, the use 
of bicycles in major cities around the world could 
increase by 50-60 percent once the Covid-19-
generated lockdown is eliminated. To take advantage 
of this opportunity, major cities around the world 
are considering expanding their bicycle network, for 
example, Paris announced in April the construction of 
a 650-kilometer cycle route.

Significantly, this is also a great opportunity for 
Indian cities to encourage the common people to use 
clean and healthy means of transport like bicycles and 
create a conducive environment in this regard. The 
Smart Cities Mission is an initiative that motivates and 
supports Indian cities to implement cycling-friendly 
initiatives quickly in response to Covid-19.

Cycling has increased by 50–65% when cities come 
out of the lockout. Cities around the world are getting 
the opportunity to expand their bicycle networks and 
public bicycle-sharing systems. Increasing cycling can 
help cities improve green economies. Cycling for short 
distances can bring an annual profit of Rs 1.8 trillion 
to the Indian economy.

In this era of the corona, the bicycle has become a 
simple, cheap, and convenient means of maintaining 
health. It is also helpful in the social distance along 
with avoiding traffic jams. There is a lot of craze among 
the youth in the market today for stylish bicycles 
equipped with the latest technology of branded 
companies. Yes, now we just have to give up our feudal 
mentality that lower-class people ride bicycles.

It can be seen that cycling on a wide scale will also 
help in creating a sense of equality. At the moment, 
the situation is that the taller the car, the bigger the 
man. But now the thinking is taking a turn in the time 
to come, if the upper class, bureaucrats and capitalists 
of the big metropolis now go out for office on bicycles, 
the splendor of bicycles will return even in small 
towns, villages, and towns.

It is my wish that our lovely bicycle returns to 
spring in all our lives. We need awareness every day 
instead of celebrating a ‘Special Cycle Day’ to spread 
awareness among the public. This is the right time to 
call for a ‘bicycle revolution’ and to give a resounding 
answer to Corona.

Milk Collection Center 
inaugurated at Budang 

SUMMIT REPORT
Rhenock, 12 Jul:

Despite inclement weather, a strong 
turnout was noticed at the 

opening of the recently constructed 
Milk Collection Center at Budang 

village under Budang-Kamerey GPU 
of Rhenock constituency here in 
East Sikkim today. 

Joining the villagers were area 
MLA Bishnu Kumar Khatiwara and 
Sikkim Milk Union MD  Dr AB Karki. 

Chisopani FC dribbles for environment, undertakes plantation drive
SUMMIT REPORT
Gangtok, 12 Jul: 

Chisopani Football 
Club of South Sikkim 

carried out a plantation-
cum-cleanliness drive 
at Chisopani Fatak 
and Himalayan Grace 
Academy on Saturday. 

The drive had the 
participation of the 
Panchayat of the area, 
Hemlata Chettri, Borbotay 
Panchayat, Sova Khati, 

Himalayan Grace Academy 
Principal, SK Gurung and 
members of the club along 
with players and people of 
the area.

On the occasion, 
Chisopani FC 
president, Dik Bahadur 
Chettri stressed that 
environment plays a 
vital role in life and that 
it was the responsibility 
of the people to save the 
environment. 

He stressed that 
plantation drives were 
very important to 
decrease global warming. 

“Our vision is to 
promote young talent 
from remote areas who 
are good in sports. We 
don’t focus only on 
playing and engage in 
social activities as well. 
The main reason to open 
this club is to promote 
the talent of the youth at 

higher levels,” he said.
The club was 

established in the 
year 2010 and was 
registered with the State 

Government recently on 
21 May. It has more than 
50 members and more 
than 20 playing regularly 
for the club.
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SRM Joint Engineering Entrance 
Exam for BTech cancelled

SUMMIT REPORT
Kattankulathur, 13 Jul: 

In the light of challeng-
es posed by COVID-19, 

and taking into account 
the safety concerns of 
students and parents, 
SRM Institute of Science 
and Technology - SRMIS, 
has cancelled the SRM 
Joint Engineering En-
trance Exam (SRMJEEE) 
for BTech admissions 
2020, that was planned 
in 127 Indian cities and 
5 overseas centres in 
Dubai, Doha, Muscat, 
Bahrain and Kuwait.

The BTech admis-
sions for 2020 will now 
be based on +2 / Pre-Uni-
v e r s i t y / E q u i v a l e n t 
marks in Physics, Chemistry 
and Mathematics/Biology. 
The new admission process 
will apply to all campuses 
of SRMIST- Kattankulathur 
(Main Campus), Ramapu-
ram, Vadapalani and NCR 
New Delhi; SRM University, 
AP – Andhra Pradesh; 
SRM University Haryana, 
Sonepat; and SRM Uni-
versity Sikkim.

Those who scored in 

JEE Main and SAT are en-
couraged to apply. 

The forms for provid-
ing the +2 / Pre-Univer-
sity / Equivalent marks 
and JEE (Main) / SAT 
Score are available on 
the university website. 
(www.srmist.edu.in). Ap-
plicants can swiftly up-
date and complete their 
forms. In case the results 
of the +2 Board Examina-
tion are not declared, the 
marks can be uploaded 
as soon as the results are 
known. 

SRMIST will continue 
to award a wide range of 
scholarships for deserv-
ing candidates including 
the ones who scored high 
in JEE Main and SAT ex-
aminations, on joining. 
However, the SRMJEEE 
rank based scholarships 
will not be available.  

The admission pro-
cess at SRMIST, India's 
No 1 Multidisciplinary 
University, is slated to be-
gin soon. For any updates 
and to apply online visit: 
www.srmist.edu.in. 

This year, SRMIST has 

created an incredible re-
cord in placement with 
8500+ job offers, 625 + 
companies recruiting, 
and Rs. 41.6L top sala-
ry, the highest ever by 
any university in India. 
SRMIST is experiencing 
an overwhelming re-
sponse from over 1.5 lacs 
aspirants who have ap-
plied to join the BTech 
engineering degree 
program. 

The classes for the 
freshers is scheduled to 
commence in September 
2020, be it on campus, 
on-line or combination 
of both, adhering to the 
Government notification 
and norms,  and taking 
into account the safety 
and security of students.  

For further details or 
any clarification may be ob-
tained from multiple chan-
nels of communication: by 
calling our Helpdesk at +91 
(044) 27455510, 47437500 
Monday – Saturday (except 
public holidays) 8:30am to 
6:00pm or through email 
to admissions.india@
srmist.edu.in.

Tadong School celebrates 
Bhanu Jayanti online

ARPAN PRADHAN
Gangtok, 14 Jul:

Senior Secondary 
School, Tadong, East 

Sikkim celebrated Bhanu 
Jayanti 2020 online this 
year. The function was 
held on 13 July under the 

direction of the principal, 
DL Zimba and was orga-
nized by Nepali language 
teacher of the school, 
Tribhuvan Dhakal.

Using the Zoom app 
Bhanubhakta Ramayana 
and poems were recited 

in tribute to Bhanubhak-
ta Acharya. Swechcha 
Rai, Sharmila Sharma, 
Niha Chhetri and Push-
palata Gurung recited 
Ramayana and Akanksha 
Tamang played melodi-
ous violin tunes.

Ganga Vishwakarma 
recited the poem 'Prash-
na Utter' by Bhanubhakta 
while Priya Sharma, Smi-
ta Sharma, Tulsi Sharma 
and Aditya Adhikari re-
cited self-composed po-
ems. In the end, the lan-

guage teacher thanked 
and congratulated the 
students for showing 
interest in presenting a 
literary program on the 
occasion of Bhanu Jayan-
ti even when the school is 
closed due to lockdown.

MLA and Ministry officials visit 
proposed IT hub site in Namli

Team led by DC North visits 
landslide affected Sangtok 

Tourism Minister inaugurates 
Rural Haat at Daring

BJP call for bandh unsuccessful in Siliguri

206th Bhanu Jayanti at Namchi
Namchi, 13 Jul (IPR): 
To commemorate the 
206th Birth Anniversary 
of Nepali poet, Aadi Kavi 
Bhanu Bhakta Acharya, a 
program offering prayers 
and garlands before the 
statue of Aadi Kavi was 
held at Bhanu Shalig in 
Namchi, today. 

The program was 

organised by Dakshin 
Sikkim Sahitya Sam-
melan and had the at-
tendance of District Col-
lector South, Ragul K, SP 
(South), Thakur Thapa, 
CMO (South), D C Sharma 
alongside HoDs of South 
District and local gentry. 

The decision to cel-
ebrate this year's Bha-

nu Jayanti in a low key 
manner without a Shobha 
Yatra and a cultural pro-
gram in view of COVID-19 
was taken by the South 
District Administration. 
Hence, proper precau-
tionary measures and 
social distancing norms 
were duly practiced 
during today's event. 

SUMMIT REPORT
Siliguri, 14 Jul:

The bandh called by 
BJP was not success-

ful in Siliguri as business 
establishments and vehi-
cle movement remained 
normal. BJP had called 
a 12-hour North Bengal 
bandh on Tuesday to 
protest the mysterious 
death of Hematabad BJP 
MLA, Devendra Nath Rai.

This morning, the 
movement of trains and 
vehicles in the junction 
area of Siliguri remained 
normal. All the shops 
were also open. 

On the other hand, 
Trinamool Congress 
Darjeeling district presi-
dent Ranjan Sarkar along 
with his supporters did 
rounds to ensure that 
the movement of vehi-

cles was not stopped and 
shops remained open.

The police adminis-
tration is also on high 
alert. So far the situation 
in the city is completely 
normal. Significantly, the 
body of BJP MLA, Deven-
dra Nath Rai of Hemta-
bad in North Dinajpur 
district was found hang-
ing from a noose on Mon-
day morning. 

SUMMIT REPORT
Gangtok, 14 Jul:

Sikkim will have its first 
Information Technol-

ogy hub in Namli, under 
Martam Rumtek Con-
stituency soon. A joint 
physical inspection for 
the proposed IT and ITeS 
based Special Econom-
ic Zone with the assis-
tance of Department of 
Information Technology 
and in coordination with 
Ministry of Commerce 
and Industries officials 
was headed by Martam 
Rumtek MLA, Sonam 
Tshering Venchungpa 
and line department offi-
cials of the State Govern-
ment were present.

After the site in-
spection, MLA, Mr Ven-
chungpa said that the 
State government wants 
to make Sikkim an ITeS 
hub for Northeastern 

States and it's the right 
time to harness the po-
tential of the IT industry. 
He welcomed the central 
delegation, who had ar-
rived at the inspection 
spot after going through 
antigen test and returned 
the same day.

Commissioner of 
Eastern Zone Develop-
ment Council of Ministry 
of Commerce & Indus-
tries, Dr BK Panda has 
assured all cooperation 
for establishment of SEZ 
related ITeS hub.

Deputy Development 
Commissioner, MK An-
janaiah said that that the 
SEZ will be provided all the 
assistance and coopera-
tion from the Ministry and 
hoped that the state gov-
ernment will provide land 
and other requirments.

The State govern-
ment is establishing SEZ 

in 6.28 hectare at Namli, 
East Sikkim which will 
later expand to 10 hect-
are of land.

On behalf of the State 
government, Secretary 
Department of Informa-
tion Technology, Mrin-
alini Srivastava, assured 
that the state govern-
ment will provide all pos-
sible help to establish the 
IT hub in Sikkim.

The Ministry of In-
formation Technology 
through Ministry of Com-
merce & Industries is 
funding the project.

The Telecommuni-
cation head office and 
CPWD head office will 
also be shifted to Namli.

Once the IT hub is 
functional in another 
three years, more than 
7000 Sikkimese youths 
are expected to get em-
ployment in the IT sector. 

WANGCHUK BHUTIA
Daring, 13 Jul:

Minister for Tourism 
& Civil Aviation, 

Bedu Singh Panth inau-
gurated the Rural Haat at 
Daring in South Sikkim 
today on the occasion 
of NABARD's 39th foun-
dation day. The project 
was implemented by 
Himalayan Educational 
Society and funded by 
NABARD [National Bank 
for Agriculture & Rural 
Development].  

The function started 
with the welcome speech 
delivered by General 
Secretary, Himalayan 
Educational Society, TP 
Bhattarai. Bermiok To-
kal Farmer Producer 
Organization was also 

launched in the function.
NABARD AGM, Bha-

ma Deuri and Himalayan 
Educational Society, 
president, Bikash Prad-
han addressed the gath-
ering.

The Upadhakshya 
urged the NABARD of-
ficials to make it easier 
for the villagers to avail 
loans from the bank. 

The chief guest in his 
speech highlighted the 
importance of the rural 
haat and appealed to all 
the people to make prop-
er use of the haat. 

Also present in the 
function today were the 
panchayat members 
from different wards, of-
ficials from NABARD and 
farmers.

WANGCHUK BHUTIA
Dzongu, 14 Jul:

DC North, Tenzing T 
Kaleon along with 

SKM In-charge Dzongu 
constituency, Chungkipo 
Lepcha, SDM Dzongu, NT 
Bhutia and officials from 
line departments visited 
the landslides at Sangtok 
village of Lower Dzongu, 
North Sikkim, today.   

The road leading to 
Sangtok and Sagyong 
villages has been bad-
ly damaged by multiple 
landslides due to inces-
sant rain. The villagers 
are having hard time 
during times of medical 
emergencies and trans-
porting essential com-
modities to their villages.

Zilla member, Tsher-
ing Gyatso Lepcha and 
the ward Panchayat, 
Dawa Dorjee Lepcha 
along with the public re-

quested for an alternate 
route which will bypass 
the landslides. The pub-
lic also requested the DC 
for protective wall as the 
landslides are endanger-
ing their houses.

Meanwhile, the pub-
lic and panchayat have 
requested for immediate 
restoration of connectiv-
ity and also placed the 
demand for alternate 
route as a permanent 
solution. The DC directed 
the concerned engineers 
of Roads & Bridges De-
partment to immediately 
restore the road. 

The DC further in-
formed that people need 
to submit applications 
and photographs of the 
landslides that have 
damaged their houses. 
He assured to provide 
protective wall under NC 
norms.
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WRITE US: 
Readers are invited to comment on, criticise, run 
down, even appreciate if they like something in 
this paper. Letters carrying abusive/ indecorous 
language and personal attacks, except when 
against people responsible in this newspaper 
(who are fair game), will have to be ignored. 
Letters which carry forward a conversation or 
initiate a dialogue will command immediate 
attention and receive prominence.  Mail us at: 
news@summittimes.com

Migrating People
Understand why rural Sikkim wants to 
move to urban settings. And plan for it

There has been frequent talk of rural-urban migra-
tion in Sikkim and efforts, on the lips and on paper, 

have been underway for a while now to contain it. It 
would be wonderful if disruptions or cessations of 
traditional ways of life could be stopped and people 
allowed environments in to pursue their ambitions 
and dreams in surroundings they are familiar with; but 
that, anyone will attest, is an impossible task. Things 
change, and even when the change is for the “better”, 
it requires adjustments and sacrifices, with migration 
being one of the options that many have to take. 

Any effort to contain rural-to-urban migration 
would obviously require a clearer understanding of 
the causes. It is common to find poverty held up as the 
main reason prompting people to migrate to cities, a 
notion transmitted through the caricature renditions 
of the plight of the poor in mass-entertainment prod-
ucts. It is a believable explanation, but latest data avail-
able on migration in India does not hold up this belief. 
The poor are invariably temporary migrants, shipping 
out for temporary jobs and as seasonal labour; the 
more permanent migration in pursuit of opportunities 
is a luxury which only the better heeled and the more 
educated enjoy. In most cases, this is human resource 
which “leaves home” to study and train does so be-
cause it can afford to, and, on many occasions, never 
returns. And then there is the eye-opening data con-
tained in the report released by the National Sample 
Survey Office suggesting that a third of all Indians are 
migrants in their present place of residence! Though 
one in every three Indians is a migrant, they are not 
all products of rural-urban migration. Most are not es-
caping the “drudgery” of rural India, but are, in almost 
all cases, pursuing gainful employment. There is a dif-
ference. Within these are of course those who migrate 
for marriage [found to be the case in most ‘non-local’ 
women], or because they have been forced out either 
by natural disasters or “developmental” projects. 

If Sikkim is serious about working on rural-urban 
migration, it should first understand the exact, and not 
generalised, reasons for it. Urban amenities might be 
desired, but cannot by themselves be taken as reasons 
why people abandon villages. Chasing employment 
could be a reason, but migration is relatively perma-
nent and that requires complementing opportunities 
and not just desires to keep rural folk in urban address-
es. A data that the country prefers not to unravel, but 
Sikkim could do well to study and understand, is mi-
gration triggered by changes in rural settings. In many 
instances, land - a people’s mooring to the place - is lost, 
and with this anchor lifted, moving away becomes an 
easier decision to contemplate. The loss of land could 
as much be due to acquisition for projects as it could 
be because of change in landuse patterns. If farms are 
no longer of a size which make them sustainable, or 
when the traditional crops no longer harvest on a scale 
that makes economic sense, a shift is necessitated. Of 
course, there is also the general desire of every parent 
to provide better education and opportunities for chil-
dren if they can afford it, and these opportunities con-
tinue to be available almost exclusively in urban setting 
even in Sikkim. It would be desirable if these facilities 
could reach the villages too, but that does appear to be 
happening any time soon, so the pull of the urban areas 
will remain strong.

Urban planning will hence have to factor these 
realities into its projections for future years and this 
will require cross-disciplinary and inter-departmen-
tal coordination and planning on a scale that the State 
has not displayed an aptitude for thus far. Very soon, 
Sikkim, as the rest of the world, will also be looking 
at migrations forced by climate change as well and it 
will be advisable for the State to try and begin the pro-
cesses to project possible scenarios and start adequate 
preparations for it. It is important to bear in mind that 
not all rural-urban migration can be stopped, but what 
can definitely be achieved is for the urban spaces to be 
planned better to not only accommodate ‘influx’, but 
also provide them with better basic facilities and more 
respectable opportunities.

My new life as a coronavirus tester – a scientist’s story

Your coping and resilience strategies might 
need to shift as the COVID-19 crisis continues

CRAIG POLIZZI
theconversation.com

As people in the U.S. mark six months 
of coronavirus, the challenges of 

coping with life during a pandemic con-
tinue to evolve. Most recently, reopen-
ing of parts of society under unsettled 
conditions and lingering threat are cre-
ating formidable demands on individu-
als and communities.

By looking at how people have 
reacted to mass traumas in the past 
– think the terrorist attacks of 9/11 
or the aftermath of Hurricane Katrina 
– psychology researchers like us can 
learn about which coping strategies 
have historically been effective. For 
instance, people were able to boost 
their self-esteem and curtail negative 
thinking in the wake of 9/11 if they 
engaged in activities that fit their per-
sonal values, goals and responsibili-
ties. They could find meaning in what 
they did, interpreting their actions in 
a positive manner.

So while traumas like these kinds 
of events can lead to anxiety and de-
pression, they can also pave the way 
for resilience and recovery. As the 
coronavirus pandemic situation and 
stresses change, so do our recom-
mendations for what coping strate-
gies might be most helpful.
MENTAL HEALTH CHALLENGES 
CHANGE OVER TIME

The particulars of this pandemic 
make it challenging to appraise risk. 
Unless you’ve lost an acquaintance, 
friend or, most tragically, a family 
member, the escalating numbers of 

people stricken by COVID-19 can feel 
like mere statistics, detached from 
the reality of the moment. For many 
people, the coronavirus lurks “out 
there.” How close or imminent the 
danger it poses is far from certain.

Individuals’ perceptions of risk are 
ensnared in a tangle of politics and in-
formation from competing sources. It’s 
hard to settle on a shared social narra-
tive regarding what is fact or fiction, or 
overreaction or underreaction. And all 
of this is unwinding in a divided coun-
try roiled by protests and racial tension.

Unlike a natural disaster such as a 
hurricane, tornado, earthquake or a ter-
rorist attack, the pandemic drags on and 
does not have a clear-cut endpoint. The 
end of the COVID-19 crisis feels remote, 
as promised treatments or vaccines will 
not be available for months, at least.

Opening up, together with a pan-
demic with no expiration date, cre-
ates ambivalence and insecurity. The 
promise of a return to normalcy is 
accompanied by legitimate ongoing 
concerns about health and safety.

These aspects of the COVID-19 
crisis call for the flexible use of coping 
strategies to adapt to changing cir-
cumstances. Research-informed tech-
niques that were valuable in the early 
days of the pandemic, when people 
were primarily worried about stay-
ing healthy during mandated lock-
down, are still relevant today – such 
as engaging in value-driven activities, 
accepting negative experiences non-
judgmentally and moving forward in 
life, and marshalling social support. 
But they’re not necessarily sufficient 

for grappling with the fluid circum-
stances and challenges created by the 
reopening of society.
WAYS TO CULTIVATE RESILIENCE IN 
YOURSELF

Three strategies – cognitive reap-
praisal, problem-focused coping and 
cultivating compassion and lovingkind-
ness – seem particularly well suited to 
the shifting realities of the pandemic.

Cognitive reappraisal involves 
reframing the way one interprets an 
emotional or stressful event or sit-
uation to regulate or neutralize its 
harmful impact. You can think about 
working from home, for example, as 
an opportunity to spend more time 
with family, engage in hobbies or get 
caught up on projects, rather than as 
a threat to job security.

This strategy tempers the kind of 
all-or-nothing thinking – such as “the 
world is unsafe,” “I cannot do any-
thing to help” and “our leaders know 
nothing” – that can take people down 
a road of anxiety, worry and mistrust 
of others. Instead, reappraisal helps 
you move toward healthy perspec-
tives on stressful situations, dampens 
negative emotions and boosts posi-
tive emotions and keenness to partic-
ipate fully in life.

Problem-focused coping can be 
another helpful strategy. It frames a 
stressful situation as a problem to be 
solved and fuels planning and the search 
for practical solutions. For example, peo-
ple who know they feel worried or de-
pressed after consuming news can plan 
to monitor and control the timing (such 
as not before sleep), nature and amount 

of news they consume.
Effective problem-solving in-

creases positive emotions, self-confi-
dence and motivation. It also lessens 
the psychological impact of stressors.

As society opens up, you need 
to weigh the pros and cons of shopping, 
eating in restaurants, or seeking medical 
treatment, informed by the best available 
evidence. Problem-focused coping can help 
you make decisions about whether an ac-
tivity is safe and consistent with your per-
sonal values and the needs of others.

Finally, a practice called lovingk-
indness meditation can help you get 
through trying times. It involves con-
templating and generating positive 
feelings and tolerance towards your-
self and others. Combining lovingk-
indness meditation with empathy for 
those with different political views, 
for example, can help heal frayed 
bonds of friendship when social sup-
port is most needed. Pausing each 
day to embrace love and kindness 
counteracts self-blame, guilt, feelings 
of alienation and social isolation.

Human beings are astonishingly 
resilient and have prevailed over mass 
traumas and tragedies before – the 
COVID-19 pandemic will be no excep-
tion. People have proved again and 
again that it’s possible to forge on and 
even thrive during periods of turmoil 
and transition. These coping strategies 
can help make sure you come out the 
other side of this pandemic with a good 
psychological outlook.

[the writer is PhD Student in Clinical 
Psychology, Binghamton University, 

State University of New York]

TOBIAS WAUER
theconversation.com

It was March 2020, and my plans to start a new can-
cer research project in Boston were called off for 

the same reason everything else was grinding to a 
halt: coronavirus. Facing indeterminate months con-
fined to my sofa, I signed up to a call for scientist vol-
unteers circulated by the University of Cambridge.

The requirements weren’t very specific, and after 
almost losing hope that I would ever hear back, I re-
ceived a phone call inviting me to assist in the ramp-
up of the UK’s testing capacity.

Three days later, at the end of March, I arrived 
with a handful of other volunteers at an industrial es-
tate near the town of Milton Keynes, outside London.

BUILDING A MEGALAB
On the outside, the testing centre resembled a 

warehouse more than a lab, but an impressive man-
agement team including many of the UK’s leading 
scientists had already been assembled. The team 
leader, who had arrived the week before, introduced 
us to the task at hand: create a facility that would be 
the backbone of the UK’s testing strategy.

At this point, it seemed like a far-fetched idea 
to me. The “lighthouse” lab to process the bulk of 
the coronavirus test samples hadn’t even been con-
structed and unboxed equipment was piling up. 
There was no indication this would soon become the 
largest coronavirus testing site in the country.

From the start, one of the biggest challenges was 
in gathering equipment. Seemingly difficult tasks 
turned out to be straightforward, whilst trivial ones 
became surprisingly intractable.

Complicated, expensive machines donated from 
institutes all around the UK were installed within 
a couple of days; manufacturers massively ramped 
up production of sophisticated test reagents and we 
were able to build up our stocks.

But something as seemingly trivial as a shortage 
of pipettes threatened to stall the whole operation, 
as thousands of tests waited to be processed. In an 
emergency like this it was handy to have a direct line 
to institute heads around the UK who were eager to 
help. One more call and an army truck with dozens 
of pipettes and other equipment arrived within three 
hours.

In the end, the collaboration between permanent 
staff, scientists, external institutes, private compa-
nies and the armed forces made it possible to set up 
a working lab within a matter of days.

A MOTLEY CREW OF SCIENTISTS
The volunteering scientists in my cohort were 

a diverse crew: most of us had PhDs and had spent 
years in scientific research, but we initially shared 
a common concern that few of us had experience 
dealing specifically with coronaviruses. My own ex-
pertise investigating the molecular causes of Parkin-
son’s disease and cancer seemed a far cry from viral 
diagnostics.

As it turned out, there was little cause for con-
cern – the coronavirus test is actually quite straight-
forward. At its heart lies the Polymerase Chain Reac-
tion (PCR) method, arguably one of the most widely 
used techniques in molecular biology labwork and a 
procedure undergraduates students learn as part of 
basic training.

In a PCR test, the genetic material of the virus is 
mixed with enzymes that can build and replicate vi-
ral DNA. Short DNA sequences called “primers” are 
then added. In a positive test the primers “recognise” 
viral genes and initialise their replication. Hence, 

when we see more DNA being produced, we know 
that it must belong to the Sars-CoV-2 virus, and the 
PCR test returns a positive result.

All of the newly arriving scientists had used the 
PCR technique in their own research many times be-
fore and it quickly became apparent that coordina-
tion and good management was a greater challenge 
than technical knowledge of coronavirus biology if 
this unprecedented undertaking was to succeed.

Every week, dozens of new volunteers were re-
cruited from top universities and institutes all over 

the UK. Some of us stayed in pre-arranged hotels 
nearby, others commuted from our home towns. 
Each cohort received a week of intensive training 
and by the following week were themselves training 
the next intake of volunteers under the supervision 
of a shift leader.

Within two weeks, the site had changed be-
yond recognition. New labs had been fitted, robots 
had been installed, dozens of new hires were being 
trained every week and my initial worries started to 
dissipate. I began to think, “We can actually do this!”

SCALING UP
With essential equipment installed, it was time to 

scale up. To an experienced scientist, performing a 
single PCR test is straightforward, but running tens 
of thousands of tests a day is a different story.

Time and again simple considerations turned out 
to be the most vital: “What’s the best way to extract 
the sample from its packaging?”, “Should the barcode 
be scanned before or after the sample is taken out?”, 
“At what moment should the pipette be mounted 
with a pipette tip?”

Feeding a robot with samples turned into a pro-
cess with all the efficiency of a Formula 1 pit stop. 
One operator takes out the old samples, a second 
replenishes test reagents and a third loads another 
94 samples – 10 seconds, done. Soon we had an in-
tegrated workflow of dozens of steps running in per-
fect orchestration.

While speed is important, precision is vital. A 
false negative result could see a nurse with COVID-19 
going back into a care home to infect dozens of vul-
nerable patients; a false positive might see a healthy 
doctor sent home from ICU to self-isolate for a fort-
night, or a key worker sending half their company 
into quarantine for no reason.

To prevent this, a sample must be tracked elec-
tronically and on paper at every stage. Every inter-
vention by a scientist must be supervised by another 
to help prevent human error.

As our team grew, strict training routines needed 
to be established with clear rules. How do you write 
a “1”, an “I” and a “7”? Is this a “5” or an “S”? How do 
you distinguish an “O” from a “0”? Lecturing experi-
enced professionals about how to write numbers and 

letters made me feel absurdly pedantic, but it quickly 
became clear that common rules have to be followed 
religiously to minimise all possible sources of error.

A month in, we had enough volunteers to work 
24/7. I lost track of the time of day and the days of 
the week. The daily routine was governed by the 
mantra of Tedros Ghebreyesus, the head of the World 
Health Organization: “Test. Test. Test.”

Back in the first week, the manual sample han-
dling process allowed a us to process a couple of 
hundred samples. With more volunteers coming in, 

this increased to a couple of thousand, and when we 
roped in robots to help, it quickly reached tens of 
thousands of processed tests per day.

Just like the spread of the virus we were compet-
ing against, our capacity was growing exponentially. 
What would normally have taken months or years to 
establish, now took days or weeks.

THE EYE OF A POLITICAL STORM
The progress on testing has received a lot of bad 

press and many of us at the test centre felt we were 
being made personally responsible for hitting gov-
ernment targets. This added pressure caused frus-
tration, especially when everyone gave their very 
best to make this undertaking a success.

We need to put things in perspective. From a 
starting point of zero, within weeks, the joint efforts 
of hundreds of volunteers allowed the lab to process 
more than 30,000 tests per day – or one test every 
three seconds.

This put us in a position where the processing of 
COVID-19 tests was no longer the limiting factor of 
the testing initiative and soon there has been hardly 
a day where our testing capacities were being used 
to the full. The debate now should be less about the 
available testing capacity and more on how to make 
best use of what is available.

THE PRIVILEGE OF A LIFETIME
Most of the original crop of recruits have fin-

ished their time at the testing centre and have 
gone back to their labs to continue their previous 
research. What remains as one of the most positive 
takeaways from my perspective is that, despite the 
challenges and the country’s seeming divisions, it 
is still possible for us to rally around a common 
goal. Volunteers joined the testing initiative from 
all corners of the country, many of them from Eu-
rope and beyond living and working in the UK, ea-
ger to help out in the common effort to fend off the 
invisible enemy.

The work of these people has saved lives. It was 
my great privilege to have been part of this collabo-
ration.

[the writer is Sir Henry Wellcome Fellow 
at the Medical Research Council. Emmanuel 

College, University of Cambridge]
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Stokes took cigarette break to calm nerves 
ahead of WC Super Over: New Book

Arunachal's COVID-19 tally rises to 387
Itanagar, Jul 14 (PTI): 
Arunachal Pradesh's 
COVID-19 caseload rose to 
387 on Tuesday with 27 more 
people, including 10 ITBP 
personnel, testing positive for 
the infection, while one more 
coronavirus fatality pushed 
the death toll to three, a se-
nior health official said.

Twenty-two of the 27 
fresh cases were reported in 
the Capital Complex region 
where a lockdown is imposed, 
while two each were regis-
tered in East Kameng and 
Namsai districts and one in 
Changlang, State Surveillance 
Officer Dr L Jampa said.

East Kameng district re-
ported COVID-19 cases for the 
first time, he said.

The state registered its 
third COVID-19 fatality af-
ter a 32-year-old business-
man from Naharlagun died 
at the Tomo Riba Institute of 
Health and Medical Sciences 
(TRIHMS) on Monday night, 
the official said.

The COVID-19 patient was 
admitted to the hospital on 
July 9 with Acute Respirato-
ry Distress Syndrome (ARDS) 
and diabetes, he said.

Arunachal Chamber of 
Commerce and Industry 
(ACCI) president Tarh Na-
chung mourned the busi-

nessman's death, saying he 
had played a proactive role in 
ensuring the supply of essen-
tial commodities in the state 
during the lockdown.

The 10 Indo-Tibetan Bor-
der Police (ITBP) personnel, 
who are among the 22 new 
patients in the Capital Com-
plex region, had recently re-
turned from Assam and were 
placed under institutional 
quarantine, Dr Jampa said.

The Capital Complex re-
gion comprises Itanagar, 
Naharlagun, Nirjuli and Ban-
derdewa areas. Eight new cas-

es were reported from various 
sectors of Naharlagun. Two 
health workers each from the 
TRIHMS and the office of the 
Directorate of Health Services 
have also tested positive for 
the infection, he said.

The new patients from 
Changlang, Namsai and East 
Kameng districts are return-
ees from other states, the of-
ficial said.

All barring four new pa-
tients are asymptomatic and 
they have been admitted to 
COVID care centres, he said.

Seven more people have 

recovered from the disease. 
They have been advised 14-
day home quarantine and 
self-monitoring upon their 
release from hospitals, the of-
ficial said.

The Capital Complex has 
so far registered 114 cases, 
the highest in the state, fol-
lowed by Changlang (36), 
West Kameng and Namsai (15 
each) and Lower Subansiri 
(12).

Of the 387 cases, 239 are 
active while 145 people have 
recovered and three patients 
have died, Dr Jampa said, add-

ing 32,691 samples have been 
tested so far. Chief Minister 
Pema Khandu has appealed 
to the people to "bring be-
havioural changes" and fol-
low the guidelines laid down 
in the wake of the COVID-19 
outbreak.

"The most effective in-
tervention in our fight against 
#coronavirus will be through 
personal behaviour chang-
es --wearing mask always, 
maintaining social distance 
and washing hands regularly. 
These are universal measures, 
but effective and require con-

stant reminder on us," Khan-
du tweeted.

Meanwhile, Governor Brig 
(Retd) Dr BD Mishra, his wife 
Neelam Mishra and officials 
and security personnel at 
the Raj Bhavan underwent 
COVID-19 tests voluntarily on 
Monday, an official communi-
que said.

The antigen tests were 
conducted by a team of med-
ical practitioners led by Dr 
Jampa and District Medical 
officer (DMO) Dr Mandip 
Perme, it said, adding the test 
results will be available with-
in a couple of days.

The governor said the Raj 
Bhavan staff members were 
attending work even during 
the lockdown by following 
the standard operating pro-
cedure laid down by the 
state government.

He appealed to the people 
to wear masks, maintain so-
cial distancing and frequently 
wash their hands.

The governor also urged 
the people to install the 'Aaro-
gya Setu' application on their 
mobile phones.

Arunachal Pradesh had 
remained virus-free till May 
23.It witnessed a spurt in 
COVID-19 cases after resi-
dents started returning from 
other parts of the country.

Quarantined 
labourer dies 
of snake bite in 
Chhattisgarh
Korba, Jul 14 (PTI): 
A 25-year-old migrant 
worker died after alleged-
ly being bitten by a snake 
at a COVID-19 quarantine 
facility in Chhattisgarh's 
Korba district, police said 
on Tuesday.

Dhansingh was bit-
ten by a poisonous snake 
while he was asleep in 
a room at a quarantine 
centre in a government 
school at Lengi village 
late on Monday, said R K 
Rana, station house offi-
cer of Pasaan police sta-
tion said.

The victim died in the 
early hours of Tuesday 
while undergoing treat-
ment at a hospital in Pen-
dra town, he added.

The deceased had 
returned from Jhansi in 
Uttar Pradesh earlier this 
month along with four 
other people from his 
village and was quaran-
tined in the government 
school for 14 days, as a 
precautionary measure, 
the SHO said.

A case has been reg-
istered in this connection 
and further investigation 
is underway, he added.

Incidents of suicide 
by migrant workers and 
deaths due to snake bite 
in quarantine facilities 
have been reported 
from Mugeli, Rajnand-
gaon, Balodabazar and 
Gariaband districts in 
the last two months.

West Bengal 
class 10 board 
results to be 
out on July 15
Kolkata, Jul 14 (PTI): 
The results of this year's 
class 10 state board ex-
aminations will be out on 
Wednesday, West Bengal 
Chief Minister Mamata 
Banerjee said.

Talking to reporters 
at the state secretariat 
on Tuesday, she also said 
that the results for class 
12 or the higher second-
ary examinations will 
"hopefully" be released 
on July 17.

"Madhyamik ex-
aminations (class 10 
board) were held in en-
tirety before COVID-19 
struck. The results will 
be released tomorrow 
along with the merit list. 
I would like to congrat-
ulate all students in ad-
vance," Banerjee said.

All details pertain-
ing to the class 10 re-
sults will be issued by 
the West Bengal Board 
of Secondary Education, 
she stated.

Asked if there would 
be any merit list for the 
higher secondary exam-
inations, the chief min-
ister said, "...as tests for 
three papers could not be 
held, the pattern of CBSE 
and ISC will be followed 
in this case.

But the details will be 
given by the West Bengal 
Council of Higher Second-
ary Education," she said.

Christchurch, Jul 14 
(PTI): Star all-rounder 
Ben Stokes had sneaked 
off for a "cigarette 
break" in order to calm 
his nerves ahead of the 
Super Over during 
last year's epic World 
Cup final, an anecdote 
which finds mention 
in a new book on En-
gland's triumph.

A year ago, England 
had claimed their maid-
en 50 over World Cup 
title after beating New 
Zealand by virtue of a 
contentious boundary 
count-back rule as scores 
were tied even after 
the Super Over. It was 
arguably one of the the 
greatest finals in the Cup 
history. On the first anni-
versary of that historic 
triumph, excerpts from 
a book called 'Morgan's 
Men: The Inside Story 
of England's Rise from 
Cricket World Cup Hu-
miliation to Glory' has re-
vealed the pressure that 
Stokes felt on that day at 
Lord's.

"Finding a quiet spot 

as the frenzy of the Super 
Over approached was 
hard in a ground packed 
out with 27,000 support-
ers and television camer-
as following the players 
from the middle, through 
the Long Room and up 
the stairs to the dress-
ing room," authors Nick 
Hoult and Steve James 
wrote and the excerpt 
has been published by 
stuff.co.nz.

"But Ben Stokes had 
played at Lord's many 
times. He knows every 
nook and cranny. As Eoin 
Morgan tries to bring 
calm to the England 
dressing room and sort 
out their tactics, Stokes 

nips off for a moment of 
peace. "He is covered in 
dirt and sweat. He has 
batted for two hours and 
27 minutes of unbeliev-
able tension. What does 
Stokes do? He goes to 
the back of the England 
dressing room, past the 
attendant's little office 
and into the showers. 
There he lights up a cig-
arette and has few min-
utes on his own."

The 29-year-old 
Stokes was adjudged the 
Man of the Match for his 
unbeaten 84, plus eight 
runs in the Super Over, 
which helped England 
claim that momentous 
victory.
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Preparatory meeting held for 
upcoming Krishi Loan Mela in West 
Gyalshing, 14 Jul 
(IPR):  Agriculture Min-
ister, Lok Nath Sharma 
chaired a preparatory 
meeting for upcoming 
Krishi Loan Mela at West 
District Zilla Panchayat 
Bhawan, Gyalshing, to-
day. The Loan Mela is 
scheduled to be held at 
Gyalshing for the farmers 
of all eight constituencies 
of West District on 22 Jul, 
2020.

The preparatory 
meeting was also at-
tended by the Chairman 
Gyalshing Municipal 
Council, IK Neopaney, 
Secretary Animal Hus-
bandry and Veterinary 
Services, SB Subba, Sec-
retary Horticulture, MT 
Sherpa, Principal Direc-
tor Agriculture, Sherap 
Bhutia, District Collector 
West, Karma R Bonpo, 
Superintendent of Po-
lice West, TW Bhutia, 
AGM RBI, IYT Namchu, 
LDM (SBI), Gopal Lama, 
Managers from various 
bank branches, District 
In charge of Agriculture, 
Horticulture and Animal 
Husbandry and Veter-
inary Services Depart-
ments, Chairman of All 
Sikkim Contractor Wel-
fare Association, NB Da-
hal and others.

Minister Sharma, in 
his address, asserted the 
upcoming event of Krishi 
Loan Mela as one of the 
historic initiatives of the 
state government for the 
rural upliftment and sus-
tainable livelihood of the 
farmers. 

He also directed 
concerned officials to 
have strict and regu-
lar monitoring on the 
farming activities of the 
beneficiaries after dis-
bursement of loan. Every 
farmer need to utilise the 

amount for materializing 
assigned project in order 
to pave the way for re-
payment process.

He also outlined the 
purpose to increase 
numbers of High Yielding 
Varieties of livestock to 
achieve targeted goal of 
producing Two Lakhs li-
tres of milk per day with-
in the duration of next 
two years. He also in-
formed to allow Gaucha-
ran for fodder plantation 
and to revive hatchery 
farm of the district in 
near future.

Minister Sharma 
also advised banks to 
provide loan along with 
the insurance coverage. 
He strongly advocated 
for supporting farmers 
and asked bankers to 
adhere to the decisions 
and declarations made 
unanimously in previous 
meetings. 

He also directed the 
house to constitute a 
committee for organis-
ing the event involving 
Chairman of All Sikkim 
Contractor Welfare As-
sociation, NB Dahal, 
Chairman of Gyalshing 
Municipal Council, IK 
Neopaney, Secretaries 
of Agriculture, Horticul-
ture and Animal Hus-
bandry and Veterinary 
Services Departments, 
DC West, SP West, AGM 
RBI, Lead Bank Manager 
and key persons from the 
Gyalshing Bermiok and 
Yangthang Constituency.

Secretary, Animal 
Husbandry and Veteri-
nary Services, SB Subba 
elaborated various ini-
tiatives to be taken up 
by the department and 
assured bankers to facili-
tate and support farmers 
to enhance their capac-
ity for repayment of the 

loan. The department 
will provide training to 
the farmers to increase 
their livestock rearing 
skills and farmer friend-
ly policies will also be 
framed at the earliest, 
he added. He also shared 
work progress pertain-
ing to procurement of 
high yielding variety of 
livestock, upgradation 
and strengthening of Sik-
kim Milk Union etc. and 
further assured to act 
more vigorously and ef-
fectively.

Secretary Horticul-
ture, MT Sherpa outlined 
challenges and strength 
part of farming profes-
sion. He also drew lights 
on increasing priority 
of the government to 
promote Agriculture 
and Horticulture entre-
preneurship and stated, 
worth investing in agri-
culture and allied sec-
tors. He also informed 
about the provision of 
60% subsidy available in 
bamboo mission.

Speaking in the con-
text of Water Resources, 
Secretary Horticulture 
Sherpa informed that a 
strategic plan for con-
vergent action is being 
taken up in near future, 
wherein the forest de-
partment shall work for 
water conservation, Irri-
gation deptt will act for 
channelling and the Agri-
culture/ Horticulture De-
partment will focus for 
other interventions.

District Collector 
West, Karma R Bonpo 
drew lights on various 
components to ensure 
well structured and an 
organised system to in-
crease paying capacity 
of the farmers.  He also 
came out with slew of 
advises for reduction in 

interest rate of loan in 
agriculture sector, im-
plementation of Pradhan 
Mantri Kishan Yojana, 
PM Fasal Bima Yojana 
parallel with the release 
of krishi loan, Conver-
gence of Pradhan Mantri 
Krishi Sichai Yojana and 
Irrigation Department, 
Fodder plantation etc. 
He also appraised the 
need of a Milk Processing 
Plant of small capacity 
and a slaughter house for 
smooth flow of farmer's 
supply chain in the West 
District. He also urged 
for revival of hatcher-
ies of the district to en-
sure easy availability of 
Chicks.

AGM RBI, IYT Nam-
choo informed that the 
Reserve Bank of India 
(RBI) has been carrying 
out all exercises in co-
ordination with the lead 
bank and other branch-
es. He also asked bank 
branches for in principal 
sanction of the loan for 
the farmers. 

LDM (SBI), Gopal 
Lama, lead Bank urged 
concerned branch man-
agers to encourage en-
trepreneurs with subsi-
dised loan to ensure their 
sustainable livelihood. 

Joint Director Agri-
culture, TN Bhutia pro-
posed welcome address 
and informed that the de-
partment has scrutinised 
a total of 1042 (One Thou-
sand and Forty Two) ap-
plications for loan, out of 
which 479 applicants have 
requested for Dairy farm-
ing under Dairy Entrepre-
neurship Development 
Scheme, 240 for KCC, 
135 for Goat farming, 94 
for Piggery, 52 for Bee 
Farming and 42 appli-
cants have applied for 
Poultry farming.
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England coach Silverwood 
backs under-fire Buttler

Southampton, Jul 14 
(PTI): England head 
coach Chris Silverwood 
has thrown his weight 
behind struggling Jos 
Buttler, saying he looked 
good with the bat in the 
first Test and will be giv-
en "the best chance to 
succeed" in the remain-
der of the series.

Buttler, a wick-
et-keeper batsman, has 
not scored a fifty in his 
last 12 Test innings and 
also dropped Jermaine 
Blackwood, who ended 
up scoring match-win-
ning 95 for West Indies 
in the first Test.

Former England 
seamer Darren Gough 
believes Buttler's place 
in the team is under 
threat and he "has got 
two Test matches to save 
his career."

"I'm not going to go 
down that road yet of 
putting Jos under pres-
sure, because I don't 
think it's going to help 
him. So, first and fore-
most, we want to give 
Jos the best opportunity 
to succeed," Silverwood 
was quoted by Cricket 
Australia.

"(Jos) looked brilliant 
coming into this game, in 
practice and everything. 
He looked very good in 
the first innings. He just 

needs to go and make 
those big scores now, 
doesn't he? Which he 
knows as well."

The 45-year-old Sil-
verwood said it is all 
about giving Buttler the 
confidence with the hope 
that he will come good in 
the next match.

"From our point of 
view, it's just making 
sure that he feels confi-
dent in the environment 
he's in. We'll give him the 
best chance to succeed 
really. The rest of it is, he 
has a good day out, gets 
some runs, hopefully the 

rest will be history he'll 
go on from there."

Talking about wicket-
keeper Ben Foakes, who 
is waiting for an oppor-
tunity to play, Silverwood 
said: "... you're right, 
we have got a very, very 
good gloveman in Ben 
Foakes out there, which 
we're lucky to have."

Another player who 
struggled in the opening 
Test against the West 
Indies is top-order bats-
man Joe Denly and he 
might be dropped for the 
second Test with regular 
skipper Joe Root return-

ing following the birth of 
his second child.

Denly scored 18 and 
29 in the opening Test, 
while batting at no four 
Zak Crawley impressed 
with a top score of 76 in 
the second innings.

"We're all desperate 
to see Joe do really well. 
We can see he's trying 
hard, he's training hard. 
He's a great bloke hence 
why we all went to see 
him do well, but obvious-
ly he's under pressure 
a little bit, yeah," Silver-
wood said.

"Zak is improving 

constantly. He certainly 
showed maturity and the 
innings he played was 
very good. We have some 
young players in that side 
that seem to have good 
heads on their shoulders, 
and he's one of them.

"We'd have all loved 
to have seen him go on 
and get up to three fig-
ures but what we did 
was very good and 
helped us get into the 
position that we did."

The second Test 
will be held at the Old 
Trafford beginning on 
Thursday.

Finch Gesture: How Australian skipper 
helped a student in "remote learning"

Melbourne, Jul 14 
(PTI): Australian white-
ball captain Aaron Finch 
helped a second grade 
student beat the lock-
down blues by assigning 
the kid a cricket project 
through his school teach-
er, adding some joy to his 
daily routine.

With cases of 
COVID-19 rising in the 
state of Victoria and all 
the schools closed, re-
mote learning has been 
a challenge for students 
in the absence of com-
munity sport. Around 
700,000 students are 
not being able to at-
tend school due to the 
pandemic. The country 
has reported over 9,000 
cases and more than 100 
deaths so far.

Cricket Australia's 
official website, cricket.
com.au, reported that "...
learning from home in 

term two proved par-
ticularly challenging for 
young cricket lover Alex 
Altube, a grade two stu-
dent at Blackburn Lake 
Primary School in Mel-
bourne's east. At least it 
was until Finch stepped 
in to help."

Through Alex's teach-
er Kathryn Taylor, Finch 
sent the child a video 
message asking him to 
complete a "special proj-
ect" during lockdown.

Finch asked the sec-
ond grade student to 
prepare a "cricket mag-
azine" with detailed ex-
planation of the rules of 
the game, including the 
fielding positions and 
how to play.

As per Alex's teacher 
Taylor, "the result was 
some of the best work 
he'd produced all year." 
Taylor said Finch's in-
tervention also brought 

back enthusiasm in the 
child demeanour.

"He was pretty blown 
away to have Aaron Finch 
send him a personal mes-
sage. (He was struggling) 
with the whole circum-
stance of being at home 
and not being able to 
participate in his normal 
sport ... that's his outlet, 
usually," Taylor was quot-
ed as saying.

"Obviously he had a lot 
of support with it at home, 
but it was great work and 
he did come back to school 
quite engaged." Taylor 
said Alex is a big cricket 
fan and that's why enjoyed 
the school project.

"He's a fanatical 
cricketer, he loves his 
cricket. That's all they do 
all recess and lunch time, 
they talk about it. He's a 
big fan and he enjoyed 
doing that side of things 
with his work.

Indians, other teams pressured 
after Redskins nickname

Inter beats 
Torino 3-1, 
moves into 2nd 
place in Serie A
Milan, Jul 14 (AP): Two 
quick second-half goals 
lifted Inter Milan to a 
confidence-boosting 3-1 
comeback win over Tori-
no in Serie A.

Inter moved into sec-
ond place in the standings, 
although its title hopes are 
slim. League leader Juven-
tus has an eight-point ad-
vantage with six matches 
remaining.

"Victories are import-
ant to raise morale and 
create a sense of certain-
ty, especially for the play-
ers," Inter coach Antonio 
Conte said.

"The work that we're 
doing at the minute is im-
portant and it's inevita-
ble that every win acts as 
a reward for our efforts.

"When we don't get 
the win, it's really frus-
trating, especially be-
cause recently we've 
faced punishments that's 
out of proportion with 
the mistakes that we 
make. But we're on the 
right path." Torino re-
mained five points above 
the relegation zone. 
It has a crucial match 
against direct rival Genoa 
on Thursday.

"We conceded two 
goals which I think 
were entirely avoidable 
and that made us lose a 
match that could have 
turned out differently," 
Torino coach Moreno 
Longo said.

"The team has to fight 
on every field and in ev-
ery match to win the 
points we need for sur-
vival, nothing changes 
after this match."

Ashley Young and Di-
ego God n scored short-
ly after the break after a 
howler from Nerazzurri 
goalkeeper Samir Han-
danovic gifted Andrea 
Belotti the opener. Lauta-
ro Mart nez all but sealed 
the match. Inter needed a 
win after two disappoint-
ing results.    

Pilot sacked as deputy CM, 
Rajasthan Congress unit chief

Jaipur/New Delhi, Jul 
14 (PTI): The Congress 
on Tuesday cracked the 
whip on dissident lead-
er Sachin Pilot, stripping 
him of the posts of Rajas-
than's deputy Chief Min-
ister and the party's state 
unit president for revolt-
ing against CM Ashok Ge-
hlot.

Two other Rajasthan 
ministers Vishvendra 
Singh and Ramesh Mee-
na were also sacked from 
the state cabinet after a 
meeting of the Congress 
Legislature Party, its sec-
ond in the last two days.

The meeting was 
billed as a second chance 
for Pilot, who had turned 
down appeals from the 
party's top leadership 
including Rahul Gandhi 
and Priyanka Gandhi -- to 
return to the fold.

Pilot has been up-
set since the Congress 
picked Ashok Gehlot as 
the chief minister after 
the 2018 assembly polls, 
while his own supporters 
insisted that he deserved 
credit for the party's vic-
tory as its state unit pres-
ident.

His next move is 
not immediately clear. 
During the run-up to 
Tuesday's CLP meeting, 
his supporters insisted 
that he had no plans to 
join the Bharatiya Janata 
Party. They said their aim 
was a leadership change 
in Rajasthan.

"Truth can be rat-
tled, not defeated," Pilot 
tweeted in Hindi soon af-
ter he was sacked.

Gehlot accused his 
former deputy of playing 
into the hands of the BJP. 
I am very sad that horse 
trading was going on, he 
said.

Pilot had kept away 
from the first CLP meet-
ing on Monday and 
sources said 18 other 
Congress MLAs had also 
skipped it, giving an in-
dication of the dissident 
leader's strength.

A video clip circulat-
ed by the Pilot camp ap-
peared to show a group 
of 16 Congress MLAs. In a 
statement issued Sunday, 
Pilot had claimed the sup-
port of 30 Congress MLAs 
and some independents 
. The numbers are large 
enough number to keep the 
Gehlot camp on edge, even 
if most of the 107 Congress 
MLAs and independents 
have expressed confidence 
in his leadership.

The state assem-
bly has 200 MLAs and 

those close to Pilot are 
already calling for a test 
of strength on the floor of 
the House.

As soon as the meet-
ing ended, AICC spokes-
person Randeep Surjew-
ala announced the sack-
ing of Pilot and the two 
ministers close to him 
from their posts.

He said Pilot enjoyed 
the blessings of Congress 
president Sonia Gandhi 
and was given political 
power at a young age. 
Yet, he and other minis-
ters were trying to topple 
the state government as 
part of a BJP conspiracy .

"This cannot be ac-
ceptable to any politi-
cal party. Therefore, the 
Congress took the deci-
sion with a heavy heart, 
he said.

Education Minister 
Govind Singh Dotasara, 
a leader from the Other 
Backward Classes (OBC) 
is the new Pradesh Con-
gress Committee (PCC) 
chief.

Tribal leader and 
MLA Ganesh Ghogra was 
appointed the new pres-
ident of the state Youth 
Congress, a post held so 
far Pilot loyalist Mukesh 
Bhakar. Hem Singh Shek-
hawat replaced anoth-
er Pilot supporter, MLA 
Rakesh Pareek, as the 
state president of the 
Congress Sewa Dal.

Abhimanyu Poonia, 
the president of the state 
unit of the National Stu-
dents Union of India 
(NSUI), resigned.

"We cannot work 
with a chief minister 
who has worked to send 
heads of Jat and Bish-
noi families to jail. Our 
honesty and conscience 
is still alive," he said on 
Twitter.

Ashok Gehlot met 
Governor Kalraj Mishra 
immediately after the 
CLP meeting, recom-
mending the removal of 
the three ministers from 
his cabinet.

Police were put on 
alert across the state 
against any fallout of the 
political developments.

The BJP accused Ge-
hlot of putting the blame 
for the crisis on the op-
position.

"Dear Ashok Gehlot, 
closing your eyes does 
not make the sun disap-
pear. There is weakness 
in the structure of your 
house, and you are blam-
ing the BJP national lead-
ership for this," party vice 
president Om Prakash 

Mathur said. Ahead of 
Tuesday's meeting Con-
gress general secretary 
Avinash Pande had made 
another bid to reach out 
to the rebel leader.

"I appeal to Sachin 
Pilot and all his fellow 
MLAs to join today's 
Legislature Party meet-
ing, Pande, who is the 
Rajasthan in-charge at 
the AICC, tweeted in the 
morning.

While expressing 
your faith in the ideol-
ogy and values of the 
Congress, please make 
your presence felt and 
strengthen the hands of 
Sonia Gandhi and Rahul 
Gandhi," he said.

In the 200-member 
assembly, the Congress 
has 107 MLAs and the 
BJP 72.

In the past, the ruling 
party has claimed the 
support of 13 indepen-
dents, two MLAs each 
from the CPM and the 
Bhartiya Tribal Party 
(BTP), and one from the 
Rashtriya Lok Dal (RLD).

But CPM and BTP 
have now indicated that 
their MLAs could stay 
neutral till the Congress 
settled its factional feud.

In recent days, the 
Gehlot camp has also dis-
tanced itself from three 
of the independents, af-
ter their names surfaced 
in an alleged plot to top-
ple the state government.

The current crisis 
surfaced last Friday 
when the Rajasthan Po-
lice sent a notice to Pilot, 
asking him to record his 
statement over the al-
leged bid to bring down 
the government.

The same notice was 
sent to the chief minister 
and some other MLAs, 
but Pilot's supporters 
claimed that it was only 
meant to humiliate him.

The Special Opera-
tion Group (SOG) had 
sent out the notices af-
ter tapping a phone con-
versation between two 
men, who were allegedly 
discussing the fall of the 
Gehlot government.

Cleveland, Jul 14 (AP): 
The spotlight for change 
is shining on the Cleve-
land Indians.

Now that the NFL's 
Washington Redskins 
have retired their con-
tentious nickname and 
logo after decades of 
objection and amid a na-
tionwide movement call-
ing for racial justice, the 
Indians appear to be the 
next major sports fran-
chise that might assume 
a new identity.

Along with the In-
dians, who recently an-
nounced they are in the 
early stages of evaluating 
a name change for the 
first time in 105 years, 
the Atlanta Braves, Chi-
cago Blackhawks and Su-
per Bowl champion Kan-
sas City Chiefs are among 
those facing backlash 
along with the potential 
of sponsors pulling their 
financial support.

For some, the time 
has come for widespread 
changes to sports nick-
names, mascots and 
symbols as the country 
reckons with its legacy of 
racism.

"I understand people 
aren't willing to change 
or so quickly, or they're 
hoping this moment is 
going to pass. It's not," 
said activist Frances 
Danger, who is Muscogee 
(Creek) and Seminole 
from Oklahoma.

"And now that we've 
gotten what we need-
ed on the Redskins side, 
we're going to start 
working on the rest of 
them. We're not going 
to let up." On Monday, 
Washington announced 
it was dropping a nick-
name that had been in 
place since 1933 and had 
grown into an embar-
rassing scar for the NFL 
franchise.

The team buckled 
under financial pressure 
from sponsors including 

FedEx, the shipping giant 
and naming rights holder 
to the teams's stadium, 
as well as other groups.

Indians manager Ter-
ry Francona acknowl-
edged having "mixed 
emotions" about the 
Redskins' situation.

"I'm glad to see that 
they're acting on it," he 
said Monday night. "Also, 
I think that it was prob-
ably financially driven. ... 
You can't always do things 
when the timing is right, 
when it's convenient. 
That's kind of how I feel 
about this. I hope that our 
organization will lead as 
opposed to follow."

While the debate over 
the Redskins' nickname 
was waged for years, the 
drastic change came just 
two weeks after owner 
Dan Snyder, who once 
said he would never 
change the team's mon-
iker, said the franchise 
would undergo a "thor-
ough review" before its 
next move.

"Cleveland's situ-
ation is different from 
Washington's on several 
fronts.

First, the Indians are 
not feeling heat from any 
corporate sponsors. At 
least not publicly.

When the Redskins 
announced their review 
earlier this month, the 

Indians released a state-
ment within hours of 
Washington's that said, 
"we are committed to en-
gaging our community 
and appropriate stake-
holders to determine the 
best path forward with 
regard to our team name."

The Indians didn't 
promise to change their 
nickname. But it would 
be hard to imagine them 
going through a detailed 
evaluation and deciding 
to stick with a nickname 
that Native American 
groups have condemned 
for years as degrading 
and racist.

Cleveland showed a 
willingness to rebrand 
itself when it pulled the 
highly debated Chief Wa-
hoo logo off its game jer-
seys and caps. While the 
red-faced, toothy carica-
ture remains a presence 
on some team merchan-
dise, its reduced status 
and removal from the dia-
mond and signage around 
Progressive Field was ap-
plauded as a positive step.

Even if the Indians 
decide to drop the nick-
name, there are numer-
ous other layers trade-
mark contracts, new 
logos, Major League 
Baseball's approval to 
work through before the 
change could take effect.

While the Indians 

seem open to a new iden-
tity, the Braves aren't 
budging. They have no 
plans to change their nick-
name, telling season-tick-
et holders in a letter last 
week that "we will always 
be the Atlanta Braves."

However, the team 
said it will review the 
team's "tomahawk chop" 
chant a tradition bor-
rowed in the early 1990s 
from Florida State's pow-
erful football program.

The Blackhawks, too, 
have no plans for change, 
saying their name honors 
a Native American leader, 
Black Hawk of Illinois' 
Sac & Fox Nation. The 
NHL team said it plans 
to work harder to raise 
awareness of Black Hawk 
and "the important con-
tributions of all Native 
American people."

"We're trying to hon-
or the logo and be re-
spectful," general manag-
er Stan Bowman said.

"There's certainly 
a fine line between re-
spect and disrespect, and 
I think we want to do an 
even better job. I think 
the most important thing 
is to be clear that we 
want to help educate. ... I 
think we've done a good 
job, but we want to do a 
better job. And I think 
we're committed to that 
as we go forward." 
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ElseWhere

China's trade rises as economy 
recovers from virus slump

Iran executes defense ministry staffer as alleged CIA spy

Japan says coronavirus adds 
to security threat by China

UK economic bounceback in 
May far slower than anticipated

London, Jul 14 (AP): The British economy grew 
by far less than anticipated during May, dampen-
ing hopes that the recovery from what is set to be 
one of the country's deepest recessions in centu-
ries will be rapid.

The Office for National Statistics said Tues-
day that the economy grew by 1.8 per cent in 
May from the previous month after some easing 
of the lockdown, such as encouraging those in 
construction or manufacturing to return to work. 
The crucial retail sector was also buoyed by re-
cord online sales.

However, with lockdown restrictions remain-
ing in place, many other services remained in the 
doldrums, with a number of areas seeing further 
declines, said Jonathan Athow, Deputy National 
Statistician for Economic Statistics.

The increase recorded during May was far 
lower than the 5 per cent anticipated in financial 
markets and means the economy remains 24.5 per 
cent smaller than it was in February, before the full 
impact of the coronavirus. In April alone, the econo-
my shrank by a staggering 20.3 per cent.

"The chances of a quick return to normal, of 
the famed V-shaped recovery, are falling, said Ian 
Stewart, chief economist at Deloitte. It is likely to 
take years, not months, to repair the damage to 
the economy done by COVID-19.

Most economists think the recovery will gath-
er pace during the summer when more lockdown 
restrictions were eased. In June, shops selling 
items considered nonessential such as books and 
shoes reopened, followed in early July by the re-
opening of much of the hospitality sector, includ-
ing pubs and restaurants. But with people still 
fearful of contracting COVID-19, social distancing 
rules remaining in place, and many workers wor-
ried about losing their jobs, the economy is not 
anticipated to make up the ground lost due to the 
coronavirus any time over the coming months.

Unemployment is expected to rise sharply 
over the coming months as the government with-
draws some of its emergency support. The num-
ber of firms cutting jobs has accelerated in the 
past couple of weeks, with the likes of Airbus and 
Rolls Royce among many announcing big job cuts. 
Many economists think unemployment could 
more than double to over 3 million this year, lev-
els last seen in the 1980s. So far, Britain has been 
spared the sharp rises in unemployment seen in 
the U.S., for example, because of the Job Retention 
Scheme, whereby the government has been pay-
ing the majority of the salaries of workers who 
were not fired. Some 1.1 million employers have 
taken advantage of the program to furlough 9.4 
million people at a cost to the government of 27.4 
billion pounds (USD 35 billion).

Britain's Treasury chief, Rishi Sunak, said the 
latest growth figures underline the scale of the chal-
lenge" ahead. I know people are worried about the 
security of their jobs and incomes, he said.

Last week, Sunak announced a new bonus 
plan aimed at getting firms to retain workers who 
have been idle for months under the furlough 
scheme. Frances O'Grady, general secretary of 
the umbrella Trades Union Congress, said mass 
unemployment is the biggest threat facing the UK 
and urged Sunak to announce targeted support 
for the hardest-hit sectors like retail, manufac-
turing and aviation.

White House turns on Fauci as Trump minimizes virus spike
Washington, Jul 14 (AP): With US 
virus cases spiking and the death 
toll mounting, the White House 
is working to undercut its most 
trusted coronavirus expert, play-
ing down the danger as President 
Donald Trump pushes to get the 
economy moving before he faces 
voters in November.

The U.S. has become a cau-
tionary tale across the globe, with 
once-falling cases now spiraling. 
However, Trump suggests the se-
verity of the pandemic that has 
killed more than 135,000 Ameri-
cans is being overstated by critics 
to damage his reelection chances.

Trump on Monday retweet-
ed a post by Chuck Woolery, once 
the host of TV's "Love Connection, 
claiming that Everyone is lying" 
about COVID-19.

Woolery's tweet attacked not 
just the media and Democrats but 
the Centers for Disease Control 
and Prevention and most doctors 
"that we are told to trust.

I think it's all about the election 
and keeping the economy from 
coming back, which is about the 
election."

At the same time, the president 
and top White House aides are 
ramping up attacks against Dr. An-
thony Fauci, the nation's top infec-
tious diseases expert.

Fauci has been increasingly 
sidelined by the White House as 
he sounds alarms about the virus, 
a most unwelcome message at a 
time when Trump is focused on 
pushing an economic rebound.

We haven't even begun to see 

the end of it yet," he said in a talk 
with the dean of Stanford's med-
ical school Monday, calling for a 
step back in reopenings.

Last week, Fauci contradicted 
Trump about the severity of the vi-
rus during a FiveThirtyEight pod-
cast.

While Trump contends repeat-
edly that he has done a great job 
against the pandemic, Fauci said, 
As a country, when you compare 
us to other countries, I don't think 
you can say we're doing great. I 
mean, we're just not." Trump later 
said Fauci had "made a lot of mis-

takes. He pointed to Fauci's early 
disagreement with him over the 
China travel ban and to the evolv-
ing guidance over the use of masks 
as scientists' understanding of the 
virus improved points the White 
House expanded on in statements 
to media outlets over the weekend.

Asked whether the president 
still had confidence in Fauci, a 
White House official on Monday 
insisted Trump did.

The official said Fauci, the di-
rector of the National Institute of 
Allergy and Infectious Diseases, 
was regarded as a valued voice on 

the White House coronavirus task 
force. The official spoke on condi-
tion of anonymity even though the 
president has repeatedly railed 
against anonymous sources.

I have a very good relationship 
with Dr. Fauci, Trump told report-
ers Monday, calling him a very nice 
person. But the president added, I 
don't always agree with him.

That supportive message was 
not echoed by Peter Navarro, a top 
White House trade adviser who 
has been working on the corona-
virus effort. In an email, Navarro 
continued to criticize Fauci to The 

Associated Press on Monday, say-
ing the doctor has a good bedside 
manner with the public but he has 
been wrong about everything I 
have ever interacted with him on.

That includes, he said, down-
playing the early risk of the virus 
and expressing skepticism over 
the use of hydroxychloroquine, 
which Navarro has aggressively 
championed despite contradictory 
evidence on its efficacy and safety.

Fauci, who has not appeared 
at recent White House task force 
briefings and has been largely 
absent from television, told the 

Financial Times last week that he 
last saw Trump in person at the 
White House on June 2 and hadn't 
briefed him in at least two months.

He blamed the fact that he has 
refused to toe the administration's 
line for its refusal to approve many 
of his media requests.

I have a reputation, as you 
probably have figured out, of 
speaking the truth at all times and 
not sugar-coating things. And that 
may be one of the reasons why I 
haven't been on television very 
much lately, Fauci said.

Trump's political foes put it 
more strongly.

The president's disgusting at-
tempt to pass the buck by blaming 
the top infectious disease expert 
in the country whose advice he 
repeatedly ignored and Joe Biden 
consistently implored him to take 
is yet another horrible and reveal-
ing failure of leadership as the 
tragic death toll continues to need-
lessly grow, said Andrew Bates, a 
spokesman for Democrat Biden's 
presidential campaign.

Fauci's public contradictions 
of Trump have been viewed by 
the president as a personal affront 
and have caused some in the West 
Wing to sour on the doctor, offi-
cials say.

Some say that, while he is crit-
ical of the president in media in-
terviews, he is largely deferential 
behind closed doors. And they 
complain about those outside the 
administration, including some in 
the media, who have elevated Fau-
ci at the expense of other officials. 

Beijing, Jul 14 (AP): 
China's imports of US 
goods rose 10.6 per cent 
in June over a year ago 
and its global trade also 
increased in a fresh sign 
the world's second-larg-
est economy is gradual-
ly recovering from the 
coronavirus pandemic.

China's global im-
ports rose 3 per cent to 
USD 167.2 billion, re-
bounding from May's 3.3 
per cent decline, customs 
data showed Tuesday. 
Exports edged up 0.4 per 
cent to USD 213.6 billion, 
an improvement over the 
previous month's 16.7 
per cent contraction.

The country's global 
trade surplus was USD 
46.4 billion.

Imports of Ameri-
can goods increased to 
USD 10.4 billion despite 
higher tariffs that were 
imposed in a fight with 
Washington over trade 
and technology. Exports 
to the United States 
gained 1 per cent to USD 
39.8 billion.

China, where the pan-
demic began in Decem-
ber, was the first major 
economy to shut down 

to fight the virus and the 
first to begin the struggle 
to restore normal busi-
ness activity after the 
ruling Communist Party 
declared victory over the 
outbreak in March.

Chinese factory activ-
ity is recovering but con-
sumers, uneasy over pos-
sible job losses, are re-
luctant to commit to big 
purchases. Forecasters 
warn exports are likely 
to weaken as global de-
mand for surgical masks 
and other medical sup-
plies declines and U.S. 
and European retailers 
cancel orders.

Leading indicators 
suggest that exports will 
start to contract again 
before long, Martin Ras-
mussen of Capital Eco-
nomics said in a report. 
Imports should continue 
to ramp-up, he said, as 
the government spends 
more to support eco-
nomic recovery and con-
sumer demand.

The Chinese economy 
shrank by 6.8 per cent 
in the first quarter, its 
worst performance since 
at least the mid-1960s. 
The ruling party skipped 

announcing an econom-
ic growth target for this 
year but private sector 
forecasts range from low 
single digits to a small 
contraction.

Some forecasters 
raised their outlook 
slightly after factory ac-
tivity in May improved 
more than expected.

Exporters also face 
hurdles due to U.S. tariff 
hikes on Chinese goods 
in the fight over Beijing's 
technology ambitions 
and trade surplus. The 
two sides signed an agree-
ment in January to post-
pone further penalties but 
increases imposed earlier 
stayed in place.

 

Tehran, Jul (AP): Iran 
has executed a former 
employee of the de-
fense ministry who was 
convicted of spying on 
behalf of the Central In-
telligence Agency, the 
country's judiciary said 
Tuesday. It was the sec-
ond such execution in the 
past month.

The report said Reza 
Asgari was executed last 
week. Judiciary spokes-
man Gholamhossein 
Esmaili said Asgari had 
worked in the airspace 
department of the min-

istry and retired in 2016.
In the last years of 

his service, he joined the 
CIA, he sold information 
about our missiles ... to 
the CIA and took money 
from them," Esmaili said.

He was identified, tried 
and sentenced to death. 
Occasionally Iran announc-
es arrests and convictions 
of alleged spies for foreign 
countries, including the US 
and Israel.

In June, Iran said an-
other alleged spy, Jalal 
Hajizavar, was hanged in 
a prison near Tehran. The 

report said Hajizavar also 
a former staffer of the de-
fense ministry had admit-
ted in court that he was 
paid to spy for the CIA.

The report said au-
thorities had also confis-
cated espionage equip-
ment from his residence. 
It said the court sen-
tenced Hajizavar's wife 
to 15 years in prison for 
her role in the espionage.

Before that, in 2016, 
Iran executed a nucle-
ar scientist convicted 
of spying for the United 
States.

Tokyo, Jul 14 (AP): Chi-
na is pushing harder to 
make territorial claims 
in the regional seas and 
even using the coronavi-
rus pandemic to expand 
its influence and take 
strategic superiority, 
posing a greater threat 
to Japan and the region, 
Japan's government said.

The report highlight-
ing the government's de-
fense priorities was ad-
opted by Prime Minister 
Shinzo Abe's Cabinet on 
Tuesday, less than a day 
after the Trump admin-
istration rejected out-
right nearly all of Bei-
jing's significant mari-
time claims in the South 
China Sea in a statement 
likely to deepen the 
U.S.-China rift.

The Abe govern-
ment's Defense White 
Paper 2020 highlights 
what are potential Chi-
nese and North Korean 
threats as Japan tries to 
further increase its de-
fense capability.

Under Abe, Japan has 
steadily increased its de-
fense budget and capabil-
ity and purchased costly 
American arsenals.

Defense Minister 
Taro Kono recently 
scrapped the deploy-
ment of a pair of costly 
U.S. land-based missile 
intercepting systems due 
to technical issues, and 
Abe quickly announced 
his intention to revise Ja-
pan's defense guidelines, 

possibly allowing Japan 
to go beyond its conven-
tional defense-only role 
under the Japan-US se-
curity alliance, including 
discussing a possibility 
of acquiring a preemp-
tive strike capability.

The White Paper 
accused China of using 
propaganda, including 
spreading disinforma-
tion, about the spread of 
the coronavirus.

"The COVID-19 pan-
demic may expose and 
intensify strategic com-
petition among countries 
intending to create in-
ternational and regional 
orders more preferable 
to themselves and to ex-
pand their influence," the 
report said.

We need to closely 
watch their move with 
serious concern affecting 
the national security.

As evidence, a Japa-
nese Defense Ministry 
official noted a Chinese 
Foreign Ministry official 
had posted on Twitter 
in March accusing US 
military of spreading 

the coronavirus in Wu-
han and that Chinese 
media has touted herb-
al medicine as effective 
COVID-19 treatments.

He spoke on the con-
dition of anonymity cit-
ing department rules.

The annual report 
said China has relentless-
ly pushed to change the 
status quo in the North 
Asian seas, including 
sending 3,000-ton class 
government vessels into 
Japanese waters around 
Japan-controlled disput-
ed East China Sea islands 
called Senkaku in Japa-
nese. Beijing also claim 
the islands and call them 
the Diaoyu.

The report also cited 
North Korea's continued 
development of its nu-
clear and other weapons 
program.

The North is relent-
lessly pursuing increas-
ingly complex and di-
verse modes of attack 
and is steadily strength-
ening and improving its 
attack capabilities," the 
report said. 
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BEACH BABE! American model, Ireland Baldwin rocked a 
turquoise bikini while hitting the beach in Malibu.
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ARIES:
Aries, you're likely to be faced with some rather tough 
decisions today. It will be easy for you to give up, to say 
that your side of the argument doesn't matter. But is main-
taining order for the sake of maintaining order going to 
serve you in the long run? Your higher self already has the 
answer to this one. What you’re being asked to do today 
is tap into your diplomatic side and find a way to convey 
your truth without ruffling too many feathers. Remember, 
the intention you bring into the space will determine the 
outcome. Focus on peace and harmony, and trust that 
peace and harmony will be restored both in your heart 
and in the hearth.
Tip: Tap into your diplomatic side.
TAURUS:
The martyr act is getting a little old. So is the excuse ‘I ha-
ven’t had much time for myself’. The truth is, you have the 
luxury of time in a way you never did before. So, let’s give 
Project Self-improvement another go. Before we move 
any further, make a list of five things you want to do for 
yourself—just for yourself. Learning to play the guitar, for 
instance, or practicing kitchen magick. The goal you want 
to keep in mind is that there is no goal at all. If it brings 
you joy, it is in alignment with your higher self.
Tip: Let’s give Project Self-improvement another go.
GEMINI:
When we create from our small, three-dimensional self, 
we face challenges at every step. On the other hand, 
when we align ourselves with Source energy, we clear 
the obstacles standing in our way with the help of creative 
solutions. If the cosmic cues are anything to go by, you’re 

in the mood to bring forth miracles. Remember, you don’t 
have to have the entire road map in your hands. Knowing 
the final destination is enough.
Tip: Align yourself with Source energy to bring forth the 
energy of miracles.
CANCER:
“I am beautiful, no matter what they say. Words can’t bring 
me down. I am beautiful in every single way.” Christina 
Aguilera’s anthem best describes where you are in your 
journey. Your time away from the matrix has helped you 
realise that self-love is the most intoxicating elixir there is. 
You no longer feel the need to turn to others for approval 
or validation. You feel secure in knowing that everything 
you desire is within yourself. 
Tip: Self-love is the most intoxicating elixir that there is.
LEO:
"Our deepest fear is not that we are inadequate. Our 
deepest fear is that we are powerful beyond measure. It 
is our light, not our darkness that most frightens us." A 
Marianne Williamson quote to awaken you to the gifts of 
the soul you possess, Leo. Don't let anybody tell you your 
dreams are too big or too unrealistic. You are at a cross-
roads in your journey. In other words, you can continue to 
play it safe, or take a leap of faith towards the unknown. 
VIRGO:
Author Joshua Becker says, "Minimalism is intentionally 
living with only the things I really need—those items that 
support my purpose." What are these words awakening 
within you, Virgo? Could you be holding on to things be-
cause of your memories attached to them? Remember, 
your physical space is a good indicator of your mental and 

emotional landscape. Become aware of the baggage you 
are carrying on all fronts as you revisit Project Downsizing. 
Tip: It's time to re-examine the physical and emotional 
baggage.
LIBRA:
‘Occult and mysticism’ is a big theme in the Libra HQ. 
You’re in the mood to connect with your divine self and 
channel messages from Source. Remember, not every-
thing on the psychic path can be explained logically. Let 
go of the need to break everything down. Maintaining a 
journal will help you understand how things are unravel-
ing for you. Some of you may feel inspired to read about 
or learn ancient forms of divination like palmistry, scrying, 
and reading tea leaves. Tip: Channel your inner mystic.
SCORPIO:
Are things falling apart, or finding a way to come togeth-
er? It all comes down to your perspective, Scorpio. If the 
cosmic cues are anything to go by, you have the potential 
to turn this breakdown into your biggest breakthrough yet. 
Remember, the ego self will always try to cling to the fa-
miliar. The higher self knows what’s best for you. 
Tip: Let this breakdown be your biggest breakthrough.
SAGITTARIUS:
We’re always talking about manifesting the big stuff, and 
while your intention is on point, there is something out 
of alignment here. The biggest block between where you 
are and where you want to be is your own limiting belief 
about success and abundance. Spoiler alert: scarcity is a 
human construct. There is no cap on what the Universe 
can provide you with. Journal prompt: what do I need to 
let go of in order to achieve my highest potential?

Tip: There is no cap on the blessings you can call into 
your existence.
CAPRICORN:
The cards are warning you about fair-weather friends—
the ones who call you when they want something, and pull 
out the most sorry excuses when you are in need of sup-
port. You know who your people are and you know who 
doesn’t make the cut. Don’t let your big heart be the rea-
son you invest in relationships where there are no returns. 
As such, getting your priorities in order is a big theme in 
the Capricorn HQ. 
Tip: It’s time to brutally edit your friend list.
AQUARIUS:
Aquarius, are you living or merely existing? There’s a 
good chance you’re operating in autopilot mode, check-
ing off your to-do list and doing what’s being asked of you. 
But, a mediocre existence just isn’t good enough for you. 
The cards are urging you to connect with the song in your 
soul. Reflect upon the things that bring you joy. Make a list 
every morning if you need to, starting today. 
Tip: Dedicate yourself to the pursuit of happiness.
PISCES:
The cards are urging you to examine your relationship 
with yourself. Do you believe you are deserving of your 
own love, Pisces? Are you of the opinion that you con-
stantly need to give to others in order to validate your 
existence? Truth tea: the martyr act is getting a little old. 
It’s time to examine where your need to overgive is com-
ing from. Just for today, draw a boundary even if it makes 
you uncomfortable. 
Tip: You are deserving of your own love and care.

Paris Transforms River Seine Into a Floating 
Cinema for Social Distancing Fun

'Glee' star Naya Rivera found 
dead at California lake

Hanna' renewed for season 3 at Amazon

Idris Elba inks 
first-look deal 

with Apple
Los Angeles, Jul 14 (PTI): British star Idris 
Elba has signed a first-look deal with Apple TV 
Plus under which he will produce series and 
films for the streaming service.

According to Variety, the 47-year-old actor 
will produce global series and features for the 
platform via his Green Door Pictures produc-
tion company.

Elba, known for his performance in movies 
such as Fast & Furious Presents: Hobbs & Shaw, 
Mandela: Long Walk to Freedom and Beasts of 
No Nation as well as BBC series Luther , found-
ed Green Door in 2013.

Under the banner, the actor-producer has 
backed comedy film In The Long Run, Netflix 
comedy series Turn Up Charlie , short-form 
shows The Idris Takeover and 5 5 and upcom-
ing movie Concrete Cowboy .

Prior to Elba, entertainment industry gi-
ants like Oprah Winfrey, Alfonso Cuaron, Julia 
Louis-Dreyfus, Justin Lin, Kerry Ehrin, Jason 
Katims, Lee Eisenberg, Monica Beletsky, Sha-
ron Horgan, Alena Smith and Simon Kinberg 
have signed first-look deal with Apple TV Plus.

'Indian Idol' to have online audition 
amid coronavirus pandemic

Los Angeles, Jul 14 (PTI): Amazon 
Studios has ordered a third season 
of its thrilling action series Hanna , 
with British actor Esme Creed-Miles 
reprising her role of the titular teen-
age assassin and David Farr return-
ing as writer and executive producer.

The announcement was made 10 
days after the second season of the 
series premiered on Amazon Prime 
Video in more than 200 countries 
and territories.

Hanna is produced by NBCU-
niversal International Studios, 
Working Title Television and Am-
azon Studios.

I'm absolutely thrilled to be able 
to give Hanna' a third season. When 
we set out on this journey, I had in 
my mind a drama that would exca-
vate Hanna's past, challenge her in 
entirely new ways and answer the 
question: can she ever belong?

I am truly grateful to Amazon and 
NBCU that we are able to continue 
that vision. I am also deeply in-
debted to Esm Creed-Miles and to 
Mireille Enos for their continuing 
commitment and enormous talent 
as we take Hanna and Marissa into 

new and unexplored terrain. It's 
going to be an exciting third act, 
Farr said in a statement.

The series follows the journey 
of an extraordinary young woman, 
Hanna, as she evades the relentless 
pursuit of a sinister government 
agency and tries to unearth the truth 
behind who she is.

Vernon Sanders, co-head of tele-
vision, Amazon Studios, said the 
team was excited to work on the 
third season.

David continues to deliver 
a series that's elevated and ac-
tion-packed, with twists you won't 
see coming and characters you real-
ly care about. We're very excited to 
team with NBCUniversal to bring our 
Prime Video customers around the 
world another season of adventure 
with Hanna', Sanders said. Hanna 
also features Yasmin Monet Prince, 
Dermot Mulroney, Anthony Welsh, 
ine Rose Daly and Gianna Kiehl.

NBCUniversal International Stu-
dios' Tom Coan along with Marty 
Adelstein, Becky Clements and Farr 
will serve as executive producer on 
the third season.

As some cities get back to life af-
ter the coronavirus lockdown, 

they’re having to come up with inno-
vative ways to bring a sense of nor-
malcy while also staying safe. In Paris, 
that means using a vital resource—the 
Seine—to keep outdoor entertain-
ment going. On July 18, as part of the 
annual Paris Plages, a floating movie 
theater will be set up on the river at 
the Bassin de la Villette.

Cinéma sur l’Eau (translated 
as cinema on water) is a free event 
that will open Paris’ summer season. 
Moviegoers will enjoy the 2018 film 
Le Grand Bain from one of 38 elec-
tric boats available for the occasion. 
In addition, 150 deckchairs will also 
be set out on the Quai de Seine so 
that even more people can enjoy an 

evening of open-air cinema.
Each boat seats up to six people 

who are either friends or family so 
that no one’s health is compromised. 
Interested participants can enter 
a lottery until July 15 to be consid-
ered for a slot on a boat. The event 
was made possible by movie theater 
chain M2 and Häagen-Dazs to also 
celebrate the fact that cinemas in 
France have been allowed to reopen 
after pandemic closures.

In addition to Le Grand Bain, 
a French comedy about a group of 
men who start a synchronized swim-
ming team, viewers will also watch 
A Corona Story. This short film about 
COVID-19 won a contest sponsored by 
M2. Bassin de la Villette in Paris will be 
home to a floating cinema on July 18.

Mumbai, Jul 14 (PTI): Singing real-
ity show "Indian Idol" is set to start 
online audition for its 12th season 
owing to the coronavirus-induced 
nationwide lockdown.

The Sony TV show will open the 
online audition from July 25 and par-
ticipants will have to upload their 
video on Sony LIV app.

Singer Aditya Narayan, who will 
host the music show, recently re-
corded a song promo for "Indian 
Idol", which was shot maintaining 
social distancing guidelines.

"Recording the promo was real-
ly fantastic. I felt so privileged that 
I would be singing for India's most 
reputed singing reality show. I'm 

loving the reaction of the audience 
regarding the promo.

"I would like to invite all the as-
piring singing talent to participate 
in 'Indian idol 12' by recording their 
video and uploading it on Sony LIV 
app from July 25. This time, give 
'Indian Idol' audition sitting at your 
home just by a click," Aditya said in 
a statement.

On the basis of their selection, 
the aspirants will be called to Mum-
bai for the main auditions.

The show, to be judged by sing-
er Neha Kakkar, music composers 
Himesh Reshammiya and Vishal 
Dadlani, is expected to go on air later 
this year.

Madhuri Dixit's 
Throwback Pic Is A True 

Blast From The Past

Madhuri Dixit, in a throwback state of 
mood, made a trip down memory lane 

and shared a really stunning old photograph of 
herself on social media. Madhuri, who is cur-
rently living in self-isolation with her family 
in Mumbai, accompanied the throwback pho-
to with one of her "quarantine thoughts." The 
blast from the past appears to be from one of 
the actress' photoshoots from the Nineties. 
Needless to say, Madhuri Dixit's sun-kissed 
picture stole the hearts of her fans. Sharing the 
picture, Madhuri wrote: "Laakar thodi si khu-
shi apne chehre par, humne khud ko dusro se 
alag bana lia. Log dhundhte rahe muskurane ka 
karan, humne dusro ki khushi ko aapna bana 
lia (By bringing a little happiness on our face, 
we made ourselves different from others. Peo-
ple kept looking for reasons to smile, we made 
others' happiness our own)."

Within minutes, Madhuri Dixit's fans flood-
ed her post with comments such as "you're 
so beautiful" and "stunning." One of the users 
wrote: "well said, ma'am" while another com-
mented: "Always evergreen."

Madhuri Dixit has featured in several hits 
like Dil Toh Pagal Hai, Devdas, Hum Aapke Hain 
Koun..!, Khalnayak, Saajan, Tezaab, Beta, Koyla, 
Pukar, Prem Granth among others. The actress 
was last seen in Karan Johar's Kalank, in which 
she co-starred with Sonakshi Sinha, Alia Bhatt, 
Varun Dhawan, Aditya Roy Kapur, Sanjay Dutt. 
The actress also recently released her first-ev-
er single titled Candle, which she dedicated to 
workers fighting the coronavirus pandemic on 
the frontline.

Los Angeles, Jul 14 (AP): The body of "Glee" 
star Naya Rivera was found on Monday at a 
Southern California lake, authorities said.

Ventura County Sheriff's officials con-
firmed at an afternoon news conference that 
the body that search crews found floating in 
the northeast corner of Lake Piru earlier in 
the day was that of the 33-year-old Rivera.

The discovery came five days after Rive-
ra disappeared on Lake Piru, where her 
son was found on July 8 asleep 
and alone on a rented pontoon 
boat, authorities said.

Authorities said the 
following day that they 
believed Rivera had 
drowned, and they 
had shifted to working 
to find her body rath-
er than find her alive. 
The body was flown 40 
miles (64 kilometres) 
to the coroner's office in 
Ventura, where an autopsy 
would be conducted, Sheriff's 
Capt. Eric Buschow said.

Rivera's family has been notified 
of the discovery. The lake, an hour's drive 
from Los Angeles, was searched by dozens 
of divers working in waters with little visibil-
ity, with help from sonar and robotic devic-
es combing the bottom and helicopters and 
drones searching above.

"I can't imagine what it's like for her par-
ents, her family," Buschow said. "It takes an 
emotional toll on the search teams too."

Rivera played singing cheerleader San-
tana Lopez for six seasons on the Fox musi-
cal-comedy "Glee". She is the third major cast 
member from the show to die in their 30s.

The confirmation of her death comes sev-

en years to the day after co-star Cory Monte-
ith died at 31 from a toxic mix of alcohol and 
heroin, with the series losing one of its leads 
while it was still on the air.

Another co-star, Mark Salling, who Rivera 
dated at one point, killed himself in 2018 at 
age 35 after pleading guilty to child pornog-
raphy charges. Rivera had experience boat-
ing on the lake in Los Padres National Forest, 

authorities said. Surveillance video 
shows Rivera and her son, Jo-

sey Hollis Dorsey, leaving 
on the rented boat.

When the boat 
failed to return, its 
vendor found the 
vessel drifting in the 
northern end of the 
lake late Wednesday 
afternoon with the 
boy asleep on board, 

about three hours af-
ter it was first taken 

out. The boy told inves-
tigators that he and his 

mother had been swimming 
and he got back into the boat but 

she didn't, according to a sheriff's office 
statement.

The boy was wearing a life vest, and an-
other life jacket was found in the boat along 
with Rivera's purse and identification.

The boy, Rivera's son from her marriage 
to actor Ryan Dorsey, was safe and healthy 
and quickly reunited with family members 
after he was found, authorities said.

His parents divorced in 2018 after nearly 
four years of marriage. The most recent tweet 
on Rivera's account, from the day before her 
death, read "just the two of us", along with a 
photo of her and her son.


