
SAGAR CHHETRI
G , 12 N : 

Shop owners at Star 
Hall complex in 
Naya Bazar here, 

whose shops were sealed 
by the district admin-
istration on 05 Novem-
ber, have urged the con-
cerned department to 
allow them to run their 
businesses until the en-
tire building is vacated 
and dismantling begins. 

They also urged the 
Gangtok Municipal Cor-
poration to renew their 
licences by the same pro-
cess it has renewed licens-
es of three shop owners in 
the same complex.    

Addressing a press 
conference here today, 
they informed that out of 
13 shops in the complex, 
only 10 were sealed on 
the evening of 05 Novem-
ber following the evic-
tion order issued by the 
district administration.  

“Our shops were 
sealed by referring us 

as ‘illegal occupants’ 
for running businesses 
without licenses in the 
complex. But we had re-
peatedly approached the 
GMC on time to renew 
our licences but GMC of-
icials had denied us by 

claiming that UD&HD 
has given a written or-
der not to renew any 
license for shops in the 
Star Hall complex since 
the dismantling process 

was to be initiated,” they 
informed.

On the same, they 
questioned how the li-
censes of three other 
shops had been renewed. 

It is informed that the 
licence of one shop has al-
ready been renewed and 
two others were in the 
process of being renewed. 
These shops, they said, 
have not been sealed.

On the same, they de-

manded the concerned 
authorities to renew 
their licences through 
the same process. 

They said, “We were 
made ‘illegal occupants’ 
forcefully by denying us 
renewal of our licences.”

They informed that 
the district administra-
tion had sent a notice for a 
meeting on 28 September 
and that not all shop own-
ers received the notice. 

“After learning about 
the notice, we met the 
DC East after two days 
and he assured to hear 
us in the second meeting. 
But without having the 
second meeting, the DC 
directly issued the evic-
tion order on 28 October 
[Sunday]. We were real-
ly surprised as to what 
emergency had occurred 
to issue the order on a
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HC takes serious note of IKGPTU’s callous attitude
SUMMIT REPORT
G , 12 N :

The High Court of 
Sikkim has warned 
of heavy costs 

against the Dean Aca-
demics, IK Gujral Pun-
jab Technical University, 
for what the Court has 
viewed as callous atti-
tude in responding to 
the writ petition iled 
by students from Sikkim 
who had perused BATHM 
(Airlines, Tourism and 
Hospitality Manage-
ment) and Bachelor’s in 

Spa, Health and Resort 
Management courses in 
Chandigarh in 2013-15.

Justice Meenakshi 
Madan Rai, while re-
cording the decision to 
impose costs, termed 
the University’s inaction 
was ‘callous attitude’ 
despite several warning 
for not putting forth a 
speci ic response in af i-
davit, adding that if the 
respondent University 
fails to put forth a specif-
ic response, it would be 
liable to pay costs of Rs. 

One lakh to the petition-
ing students.

The High Court’s seri-
ous view was expressed 
when the said Universi-
ty’s senior counsel, AK 
Upadhayaya, informed 
the Court that response 
from University was not 
received in time because 
the documents had been 
dispatched through cou-
rier and had not been de-
liver to them.

“It is seen that 
the shipment was 
booked from Tanda on 

30.10.2018 and was 
received in Delhi on 
01.11.2018 and has 
therefore not arrived 
here. This is an indication 
of the callous attitude ad-
opted by the Respondent 
University towards the 
situation of the matter at 
hand despite a speci ic 
warning by the Court on 
the last date that should 
response not be iled, they 
would be liable to costs,” 
the court observed.

Several students from 
Sikkim had pursued the 

BATHM (Bachelor’s in 
Airlines, Tourism and 
Hospitality Manage-
ment) and Bachelor in 
Spa, Health and Resort 
Management at the said 
institution. They were 
sent there for higher 
studies by the State So-
cial Welfare Department. 

These students are 
now contending that 
the course offered by 
the institution was not 
approved by the Univer-
sity Grants Commission 
(UGC), thus affecting 

their studies and once 
the noti ication giving 
out the bene its for par-
ticular courses was is-
sued by the government, 
there was no reason to 
disbelieve the status of 
the respondent univer-
sity or that pursuing a 
course there would de-
prive them of opportu-
nities for advance educa-
tion and employment.

The Court has ixed 
the next date of hear-
ing for 14 November, 
Wednesday.

Governor calls on Bihar CM, 
receives offer for Sikkim 

guest house at Bodh Gaya

SUMMIT REPORT
G , 12 N :

Governor Ganga 
Prasad called on 
the Chief Minis-

ter of Bihar, Nitish Kumar, 
at his of ice in Patna on 10 
November, an of icial press 
communiqué informs.

In the brief inter-
action, the Bihar CM 
suggested and offered 
to provide logistics for 
building a guest house 
for Sikkimese pilgrims 

at Bodhgaya. 
Thousands of Sik-

kimese congregate at 
Bodhgaya on annual pil-
grimages in the months 
of December and January. 
The Governor thanked 
the Bihar CM for his 
goodwill gesture to-
wards Sikkim and said 
that such infrastruc-
ture would certainly 
help people-to-people 
bonding between Sik-
kim and Bihar.  

‘Sikkim Summit for Tribal Status 2018 - A post 
conference document’ to be released on 17 Nov

Governor 
condoles 
passing 
away of 
Minister for 
Parl Affairs

SUMMIT REPORT
G , 12 N :

Governor Ganga Prasad 
has expressed deep 

sorrow and grief on the 
demise of Ananth Kumar, 
Union Minister for Par-
liamentary Affairs  and 
Chemical and Fertilizers, 
who passed away follow-
ing a brief illness at Ben-
galuru this morning.

In his condolence mes-
sage, the Governor wrote: 
“I am deeply shocked  
and saddened by the 
news of demise of  Shri 
Ananth Kumar, Union 
Minister for Parliamenta-
ry Affairs  and Chemical 
and Fertilizers at Bangalu-
ru, today morning.

Though I was aware 
of his illness, it was un-
expected that  he would 
leave us at this moment. 
Having served in different 
capacity in Bharatiya Janta 
Party and as Union Minis-
ter holding the charge of 
various ministries under 
Late Bharat Ratna Atal Bi-
hari Vajpayee Government 
and the present NDA Gov-
ernment, Late Ananth Ku-
mar was an able  admin-
istrator, people’s leader, 
true organisational man 
and one of the tallest lead-
er of Bharatiya Janta Party 
from southern region of the 
country. He always repre-
sented the voice of common 
people of his constituency 
and beyond.

With his demise, the 
country has lost an exem-
plary parliamentarian, a 
nationalist and a states-
man in true sense, who al-
ways worked for the larg-
er interest of the masses.

At this time of be-
reavement, I join the peo-
ple of Sikkim and my fel-
low countrymen to offer 
my deepest condolences. 
I pray to the almighty for 
bestowing strength to the 
family members to cope 
with this irreparable loss.” 

SUMMIT REPORT
G , 12 N :

A meeting of the Sikkim Com-
mission of Backward Class-
es was held today under the 

chairmanship of SCBC Chairperson 
TN Sharma accompanied by Chair-

person, Eleven Ingenious Ethnic Com-
munities of Sikkim (EIECOS), Dr SK 
Rai, who was accompanied by all the 
executive members of EIECOS. 

The meeting was held to dis-
cuss the release date of the book ti-
tled, ‘Sikkim Summit for Tribal Status 

2018 - A post conference document’. 
The book is a common effort of 

Social Justice Empowerment and 
Welfare Department and Sikkim 
Commission for Backward Classes, 
and EIECOS. 

The book release, a press release 
informs, is scheduled for 17 Novem-
ber by Chief Minister Pawan Cham-
ling at Manan Kendra here. 

Today’s meeting was the inal 
preparation meeting for the pro-
gramme and discussed the in-
vitations, seating arrangement, 
objectives and purview of the 
gathering, as well as keeping the 
meeting itself focused, ef icient, 
and on track. 

SCBC and EIECOS have invit-
ed all to attend the book release 
programme.

Sealed Star Hall shop-owners want to 
run businesses until everyone is evicted

24 promotions, 18 Of ice Superintendents 
promoted as Under Secretaries

SUMMIT REPORT
G , 12 N :

The State Govern-
ment today effect-
ed 24 promotions, 

all on of iciating capacity 
with effect from date of 
joining. While six of these 
promotions were in the 
Joint Secretary level, 18 
were of Of ice Superin-
tendents promoted as 
Under Secretaries.

A DoP of ice order is-

sued in the name of the 
Governor informs of the 
promotion of six mem-
bers of the Sikkim State 
Civil Service in Selection 
Grade-I in the Level-20of 
Pay Matrix in an of iciat-
ing capacitywith effect 
from date of joining.

The promoted of i-
cers are Subash Das Rai, 
Jt Secy, presently post-
ed as Joint Director, SYA 
on deputation, Lakpa 

Tamang, Jt Secy, HRDD, 
Lall Bdr Rai, Jt Secy, R&B 
Deptt, Hem Kr Chettri, Jt 
Secy, DOPART&PG, Pra-
bhakar Rai, Jt Secy, pres-
ently posted as Director, 
ATI, and Prem Dhoj Rai, 
Jt Secy, presently Joint 
Commissioner, Commer-
cial Taxes Division of 
FRED on deputation.

Another DoP of ice 
order announces the 
promotion of 18 OS level 

of icers as Under Secre-
taries in the Level-15 of 
Pay Matrix in of iciating 
capacity with effect from 
date of joining.

The 18 are: Indira 
Targain, Tshering Bhut-
ia, Chuni Ongmu Lepcha, 
Dickey Wangmoo Bhutia, 
Ramesh Chettri, Mad-
husudan Sharma, Raju 
Pradhan, Dipendra Sub-
ba, Dichen Doma Bhutia, 

turn to pg02

EC asks Mizoram to send two 
more names for CEO post

N  D , N  12 
(PTI): The Election Com-
mission Monday sought 
two more names from 
the Mizoram govern-
ment for the post of chief 
electoral of icer, high-
ly-placed sources in the 
poll panel said.

The Mizoram govern-
ment has already pro-
posed the names of three 
IAS of icers, as desired by 
the commission.

The poll panel had 
asked the state govern-
ment to suggest names 
after it decided to ind 
an alternative to CEO S 
B Shashank, who had 
courted controversy in 

the poll-bound state.
The poll panel de-

cided to seek two more 
names at a meeting held 
here, the sources said.

The names already 
suggested by the Mizoram 
government are -- Lalh-
mingthanga, H Lalengma-
wia and K Lalthawmmawia.

An of icial in Aizawl 
had on Sunday said that 
Deputy Election Com-
missioner Sudeep Jain, 
who led the second EC 
team to Mizoram Friday, 
had told of icials there 
that it would take two-
three days to select and 
appoint a new CEO.

turn to pg02
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 holiday,” they commented.  
They clari ied that they were not against the dis-

mantling process or the upcoming project at the Star 
Hall complex. 

“We are not against these but we only want that 
the authorities should allow us to run our businesses 
until the entire building is vacated for the dismantling 
process to begin,” they stressed. 

They also mentioned that sealing of 10 shops in 
the complex has left 70 local youth unemployed. 

“We have been facing lots of problems being un-
employed now and in paying back loans to banks 
which we had taken and invested in these shops,” 
they said.

They mentioned that a PPP mode project of the 
shopping complex and car plaza would come up in 
this complex has been given to Kolkata-based Panch-
deep Construction for a lease period of 43 years. 

“If the new project is to be run by a private com-
pany, then how can local youth and people be bene-
ited since the total pro it will go outside,” they also 

questioned.  
Meanwhile, they have written again to the East 

District Administration and are hoping for a positive 
outcome.

The press conference was addressed by Kushal 
Rai, Ashique Sai Lama, Raj Mohan Pradhan and Gyat-
so Samten Bhutia.

Sealed Star Hall shop...

Jain had also assured the NGO Coordination Com-
mittee leaders -- who were spearheading the move-
ment against Shashank -- that the CEO would be 
replaced and the Bru voters in Tripura relief camps 
would exercise their franchise from Mizoram, which 
were the primary demands of the organisation.

The EC had initiated the process of inding an al-
ternative to the Mizoram CEO Saturday.

An EC spokesperson had said in New Delhi that 
the poll panel had “only decided to call for a panel of 
names for the post of the state CEO from the chief sec-
retary of Mizoram”.

Shashank had reportedly sought deployment of 
additional central armed police forces (CAPFs) in the 
north-eastern state and complained to the EC that the 
state’s former principal secretary, Lalnunmawia Chu-
aungo, was interfering in the poll process.

Chuaungo, a native of Mizoram and a Gujarat-cad-
re IAS of icer, was relieved of his duties earlier this 
month.

Thousands of people took to the streets and pick-
eted in front of Shashank’s of ice for two days since 
Tuesday.

The protesters, under the aegis of the NGO Coor-
dination Committee, had also given an ultimatum for 
Shashank to leave urgently, prompting the EC to send 
the irst team to the state Tuesday.

Shashank left Mizoram Wednesday after being 
summoned by the chief election commissioner in Del-
hi, which resulted in the withdrawal of the agitation.

EC asks Mizoram to send...

Meena Subba, Aitaraj Subba, Sabita Rasaily, Bindhya 
Gurung, Januka Tamang, Sonam Tamang, Tempo Tashi 
Bhutia, Nanda Maya Sunar and Sunita Sharma.

These promotions, the of ice order informs, are 
of iciating promotions which shall not confer any 
right for regular promotion and shall not be counted 
towards seniority and that regular promotion shall be 
made in consultation with the Sikkim Public Service 
Commission.

24 promotions, 18 Of ice...

Special Gram Sabha at Lingmoo Payong
PARU BHATTARAI
L , S  
S , N  12: 
Special Gram Sabha on 
Gram Panchayat Devel-
opment Plan(GPDP) and 
Pradhan Mantri Krishi 
Sichai Yojna (PMKSY) of 
Lingmoo Paiyong GPU 
number 2 was held today 
under the chairmanship 
of Panchayat President 
Yogesh Bhandari at Gram 
Prasasan Kendra hall. 

The meeting dis-
cussed the schemes like 
PMKSY, RAD, PKVY and 
their also discussed upon 
the selection of the ben-
e iciaries. Preparation of 
Gram Panchayat Develop-
ment Plan(GPDP) for year 
2019-20  was also one 
of the main agendas dis-

cussed during the sabha 
today. The meeting fur-
ther decided to organise 
next Gram Sabha on 23rd 
November 2018. 

The sabha was also 
attended by the line de-

partment of icials BD 
Rai, JD Agriculture, Suni-
ta Pradhan JD Horticul-
ture, Dr Pratap Subba Dy 
Dir ATMA, T R Sharma 
Deputy Director Horti-
culture, Sabita Basnett 

AE South, Laxmi Sigdel 
BTM Yangang, Surendra 
Subba ATM Yangang, 
Yadu Gautam Project Su-
pervisor, S N Chapagai 
VLW Lingee and other 
Field Functionaries.

GOC 33 Corps calls on CM, mentions 
opportunities in Sikkim Scouts

GANGTOK, 12 NOV 
IPR : Lt Gen CP Mohan-

ty, GOC 33 Corps, called 
on Chief Minister Pawan 
Chamling at his of icial 
residence at Mintokgang 
today.  He was accom-
panied by Major Gen NS 
Raja Subramani, GOC 17 
Mountain Division. 
Lt. Gen Mohanty congrat-
ulated the Chief Minister 
for dedicating his vision 
and turning it into reality 
by making Sikkim the in-
est states of the country. 
He stated that it was one 
of the most well main-

tained states and also 
applauded the Sikkimese 
people for their remark-
able dedication and sim-
plicity which is evident 
in every ield and social 
structure. 

He put forth his views 
and stated that improving 
road connectivity further 
would help tourism boom 
even more in the state. 

He also informed 
the Chief Minister about 
significant vacancies 
in the Sikkim Scouts 
which should be filled 
up by local unemployed 

youths since it is dedi-
cated to border defence 
and mountain warfare. 

The Chief Minister 
said that the issue re-
garding better connec-
tivity has been placed 
with the Centre many 
times. He stated that 
the relation between 
the state government 
and the Army has al-
ways been wonderful 
and thanked him for 
all the help extended for 
the cooperation and safe-
guard of the Sikkimese 
people.

SKM criticises CM for no show 
at felicitation by adhoc teachers 

and temp employees

SUMMIT REPORT
G , 12 N : 

Sikkim Krantikari Mor-
cha has contended 

that the absence of Chief 
Minister from his own 
felicitation programme or-
ganised by adhoc teachers 
and temporary employees 
of Sikkim at Saramsa Gar-
den on Sunday was a dis-
honour of the adhoc teach-
ers and employees. 

The party has argued 
that not to attend the pro-

gramme after having ac-
cepted the invitation was 
very unfortunate and dis-
respectful towards adhoc 
teachers and employees.

An SKM press release, 
quoting sources, men-
tions that representa-
tives of adhoc teachers 
and employees organi-
sation had met the CM at 
Mintokgang in the eve-
ning and were informed 
that the CM was unwell 
and could not make it to 

the programme. 
On the same, the party 

questioned why the organ-
isation was not informed 
about it and how the CM 
was busy the whole day 
with a joining programme at 
Mintokgang.

The release states that 
the CM has been making 
false promises to adhoc 
employees about regular-
ization but has not been 
working in their interest 
since the election.

SKM opens 
branch 
of ice in 
Singtam
YOGEN THATAL
S , 12 N :

Sikkim Krantrikari 
Morcha established 

a branch of ice at Sing-
tam bazar today with 
the clear aim to establish 
better ground work for 
the upcoming general 
elections.

Singtam will be an in-
teresting political space to 
watch given that it touches 
several constituencies and 
also sits at a trijunction of 
three districts.

Delhi Youth treated to South 
Sikkim hospitality

SUMMIT REPORT
N , 12 N :
A team of 45 youth from 
Delhi on a Sikkim tour are 
in South Sikkim after hav-
ing visited Malling village 
in North Sikkim and Sum-
in in East Sikkim.

They are parts of 
the Inter State Youth Ex-
change Programme under 
the “Ek Bhara Shreshtha 
Bharat” scheme and were 

today hosted at Karek 
and Kabrey villages, 
Namthang, with a special 
function organised by Neh-
ru Yuva Kendra in collabo-
ration with Amardeep Club 
of Tubdi Karek.

Villagers and of icials 
of the club welcomed the 
participants with tradi-
tional khadas and tikas on 
their irst day in South Sik-
kim, 08 November.

They have been ac-
commodated in the differ-
ent houses at Kabre, Karek 
and Alley villages.

As part of the Youth 
Exchange Programme, a 
friendly cricket match was 
also played between Sik-
kim (local youth )and Delhi 
at Rubdi Toribari Primary 
School playground. Inter-
estingly, the Sikkim team 
won.The friendly also includ-
ed a cultural programme by 
local youth artists and partic-
ipants from Delhi.

The team also visited 
Chardhaam and Samdruptse.

The youth from Delhi 
appreciated the hospitality, 
sincerity, care and develop-
ment of Sikkim.

Also forming part of 
their stay was a talk on vol-
untary blood donation by 
Deepak Rai, general secre-
tary, Voluntary Blood Donors 
Association of Sikkim, while 
District Youth Coordina-
tor, NYK-Namchi, Sangita 
Dahal spoke about Role of 
Youth in Nation-building

The team from Del-
hi also celebrated Diwali 
with a colourful pro-
gramme.

The formal valedic-
tory programme was 
held on 11 November at 
Kabrey.

Hindu Baudha Darshan 
Samiti preps for Dec event

SUMMIT REPORT
R , 12 N :
A Hindu Buadha Darshan 
Samiti meeting was held 
at Jorethang Panchsheel 
Bhawan today chaired 
by Jorethang Municipal 
Council chairperson, 
Tika Gurunng.

Samiti president, Gu-
ruji Rohit Raj Maharaj, 
informs that the main 
aim and objective of the 
meeting was to discuss 
the international confer-
ence on Hindu Buddha 
Darshan scheduled to be 

held on 23 December at 
Jorethang.

Today’s meeting was 
attended by more than 
150 representatives from 
different parts of the State 
including representatives 
from NGOs and clubs, gov-
ernment of icers and local 
residents.

The meeting formed 
sector committees and sub 
committees to prepare for 
the December event.

At the meeting, HB 
Gurung was nominated 
the central body general 

secretary of the Hindu 
Baudha Darshan Samiti, 
Neema Thing coordina-
tor, CP Dhakal advisor, 
Acharya Kunzang Lama 
vice president.

Guruji Rohit Raj Ma-
haraj, in his address, 
informed that spiritual 
leaders from different 
parts of the country 
and Nepal will be at-
tending the event which 
will also be attended by 
Chief Minister Pawan 
Chamling. [from SANJAY 
AGARWAL]

NHPC provides sewing train-
ing for SHG members

IMMEDIATE 
REQUIREMENT 

FOR OMAN

TICKET & VISA PROVIDED
Requirement:  Sales Staff for 
Fashion Brand
Salary – 200 to 300 Omani 
Riyal (All Inclusive)

For Further Details Contact:
0353 2511 409 / 97332 
94229 / 85092 90241/ 
90023 08409
Email: yatvikconsultancy@
gmail.com 

Yatvik Consultancy
Crystal Solutions Ltd
Govt of India Lic. No. B-0774/
MUM/1000+/5/9123/2014
Near North Bengal Neuro 
Centre
Siliguri, W. Bengal
Demand ID – DM733323

SUMMIT REPORT
G , 12 N :
Teesta-V Power Station, 
NHPC, under its Corpo-
rate Social Responsibili-
ty-Sustainable Develop-
ment (CSR-SD) initiative, 
started a 5-week sew-
ing/ knitting training for 
members of various self 
help groups (SHGs) from 
villages around the NHPC 
dam site area on 10 Nov. 

The training is being 
held at Samdong Residen-
tial Colony of Teesta-V Pow-
er Station in East Sikkim, a 
press release informs. 

Around 45 partici-
pants are attending the 
training being impart-
ed by two trainers from 
Basundhara Murshi-
dabad Welfare Society, 
Murshidabad, West Ben-
gal.  On completion of 
the training, sewing ma-
chines and sewing kits 
will be handed over to 
the participating SHGs.

The training pro-
gramme was inaugurated 
by East Zilla Panchayat 
Member, BB Gurung, ac-
companied by Sahadev 
Khatua, Chief Engineer In-

chagre of Teesta-V Power 
Station; Nibedita Khatua, 
President, Ladies Welfare 
Association, Balutar; Dhi-
raj Bhattarai, Ward Pan-
chayat, Lower Samdong. 

Amit Shah’s surname Persian word, 
will they change it, asks Owaisi

HYDERABAD, NOV 12 
PTI : Taking a dig at 

some BJP-ruled states 
over their “name-chang-
ing spree”, AIMIM chief 
Asaduddin Owaisi tar-
geted BJP president Amit 
Shah, saying his surname 
was a Persian word and 
wondered if it would be 
changed.

He was addressing an 
election campaign here 
Sunday evening for the 
December 7 assembly 

polls.
“Shah is a Persian 

word...will they change it 
or not... don’t know,” the 
Hyderabad MP said.

According to of icials, 
the NDA-led Centre has 
given consent to the re-
naming of at least 25 
towns and villages across 
India in the past one year.

Allahabad and Faiz-
abad in BJP-ruled Uttar 
Pradesh are the latest 
additions to the growing 

list of places that have 
been renamed.

On the BJP’s proposal 
in its election manifes-
to to distribute one lakh 
cows free of cost every 
year, Owaisi wanted to 
know whether the party 
would give him a cow.

“They have to give and 
it is my responsibility. In-
deed, I will respect it. But 
irst tell me, will you give 

me a cow or not?” he said.
Owaisi said his enqui-

ries showed that a cow ate 
16 kg of fodder per day.

He reasoned that if 
one lakh cows were to 
be given, 16 lakh kg fod-
der would be required 
per day, and asked the 
gathering from where 
could this be arranged.

“Now they will tell 
I gave an inflammatory 
speech. I am telling a 

fact. First of all fodder is 
not available and farm-
ers are worried.

“But you (BJP) will 
not speak. We know 
what you want to do. 
You only want to spread 
hatred and when the 
Majlis-e-Ittehadul Mus-
limeen (MIM) exposes 
it, they feel pain,” Owaisi 
alleged.

206 nominations accepted: 
Mizoram poll of icer

Aizawl, Nov 12 (PTI): 
Mizoram’s joint chief 
electoral of icer said 206 
out of 212 poll nomina-
tions were scrutinised 
and accepted on Monday.

The inspection of 
six candidatures from 
Champhai North constit-
uency, bordering Myan-
mar, will be carried out 
on Tuesday, Zorammua-
na said.

Two of the candi-
dates had counter af i-
davits iled against them. 
“One of the candidates 
apparently used an old 
nomination form, while 

another candidate, a re-
tired government of i-
cial, was alleged to have a 
subsisting contract with 
the state government,” 
the poll of icer said.

While the second 
case has been settled, the 
irst case will be taken 

up for deliberations on 
Tuesday, he said.

Wednesday is the last 
day for withdrawal of 
nominations.

Mizoram is set to go 
to polls on November 
28. The results will be 
announced on Decem-
ber 11.
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ANTHYESTHI KRIYA 

The Anthyesti Kriya of Late 
Tara Kumar Chettri of Debrung, 
Namchi who left for heavenly 
abode on 2nd November 2018 
falls on 14th November 2018 
(Wednesday).

All relatives, friend and well 
wishers are requested to join us 
for offering prayers for the departed soul at De-
brung Namchi  South Sikkim. We also like to take 
this opportunity to express our sincere gratitude 
towards all those who extended their support 
during the time of bereavement.

Santi Chettri (wife) Kishore Chettri (son) 
Bandhan, Jharna and Anju (daugh-

ters) and all family members.

Contact No: 9733151802

Minister inspects work at 
1000-bedded Multi-Speciality Hospital
G , 12 N  [IPR]: 
Minister for Health Care, 
Human Services and 
Family Welfare Deptt., 
Arjun Kumar Ghatani, 
visited the 1000-bedded 
Multi Speciality Hospital 
at Sichey today. 

The Minister led the 
inspection minutely to 
each and every ward 
along with the con-
cerned Heads of the De-
partments (HoD) and 
discussed the inishing 
of pending works at the 
earliest in their respec-
tive wards for early shift-
ing of the STNM Hospital.

The day long inspec-
tion visit began from the 
Super Speciality Wards 
starting from the top 
loor followed by AHU 

Central Unit, Intensive 
Care Unit, Operation 
Theatre of ENT, Eye, Or-
tho and general surgery 
on the 7th loor. 

Thereafter, the team 
inspected the upcoming 
Labour Room, pre and 
post operative area of gy-
necology deptt and  dif-
ferent sections included 
in the Paediatric section. 

The Minister dis-
cussed technical aspects 

with the Secretary, con-
cerned HoD, Project di-
rector of the Multi Special-
ity Hospital, S. Bhattacha-
rya, and further instructed 
completion of all require-
ments at the earliest. 

The Minister also 
urged HoDs to take care of 
their concerned responsi-
bilities to press further for 
early completion of their 
respective wards.

Later, the Minister 
and team visited the De-

partment of Medicine, 
ENT, Nephrology, Chest 
and Respiratory, Derma-
tology,  gastroenterolo-
gy, Dental, Cardiology, 
Pathology, Microbiology, 
Bio-Chemistry, Histo-
pathology, Blood Bank, 
Opthalmology wards, 
Central Sterile Services 
Department, Delux cab-
in, special cabin, oxyzen 
supply centre, etc where 
required work and up-
date on present scenario 

was noted.  The Minister 
also chaired a brief ses-
sion with all of icials and 
stressed upon comple-
tion of the Hospital with-
in the stipulated time to 
avoid any further delays. 

He also asked HoDs to 
submit additional require-
ments of their respective 
departments with the 
authorities so that all es-
sentialities for the shifting 
of the STNM Hospital are 
prepared beforehand.

The Minister was ac-
companied by the Com-
missioner/ Secretary, 
Vishal Chauhan, Princi-
pal Director Dr Pempa T 
Bhutia, Medical Superin-
tendent STNM Hospital 
Dr KB Gurung, Director 
Dr. Uttam Pradhan, Addi-
tional Chief Engineer LD 
Lamtha, Head of the De-
partments under Health 
Services, of icials from 
Buildings and Housing 
Deptt. and other of icials.

Rachna Books to host 
conversation with 
Naga storyteller  

SUMMIT REPORT
G , 12 N :

Easterine Kire, a story-
teller and a prolific 

writer who is also the 
winner of winner of Bal 
Sahitya Puraskar, Tata 
Literature Live Award, 
and The Hindu Prize, 
will be in conversation 
with Sikkim’s bureau-
crat-poet Tashi Chophel 
at Rachna Books here at 
Development Area on 
13 November. The ses-
sion begins at 5:23 PM:) 

Easterine Kire is a 
poet, novelist, short-sto-
ry writer and writer of 
children’s books. 

Her first novel, A 
Naga Village Remem-
bered, was also the first 
Naga novel in English to 
be published. Her oth-
er books include Mari 
(HarperCollins India), 
Bitter Wormwood, A 
Terrible Matriarchy, 
When the River Sleeps 
(Zubaan Books), Son 
of the Thundercloud, 
Don’t Run My Love, Sky 
Is My Father (Speak-

ing Tiger Books), The 
Rain–Maiden and the 
Bear–Man – and Other 
Stories (University of 
Chicago Press).

Her poetry and 
books have been trans-
lated to German, Croa-
tian, Uzbek, Norwegian 
and Nepali. In 2011 she 
was awarded the Gov-
ernor’s Medal for excel-
lence in Naga literature. 

She is currently 
based in Northern Nor-
way where she concen-
trates on her writing, 
and performs jazz poetry 
with her band, Jazzpoesi.

Tashi Chophel is a 
former journalist, now 
bureaucrat and one of 
Sikkim’s finest poets in 
English language.

This promises to be 
an interesting conversa-
tion to attend. 

The event will be 
followed by autograph 
session at Café Fiction. 
Guests will have to buy 
a copy of the book or 
alternately register for 
Rs.99/- at the door.

Nothing offensive in ‘Kedarnath’: Makers
M , N  12 (PTI): 
Producer Ronnie Screwvala 
and director Abhishek Ka-
poor on Monday said their 
upcoming film “Kedarnath” 
has nothing offensive, days 
after a BJP leader demanded 
a ban on the movie.

Ajendra Ajay, who is 
part of Dehradun’s BJP 
media relations team, 
wrote to Central Board of 
Film Certi ication (CBFC) 

chairman Prasoon Joshi 
that despite being set 
against the backdrop of 
one of the worst human 
tragedies, the ilm makes 
fun of Hindu sentiments.

Accusing the ilm of 
promoting love jihad, the 
BJP leader had objected to 
the love story of a Muslim 
porter and a Hindu pilgrim 
in the movie.

When asked about the 

controversy, Ronnie told 
reporters, “First, I want to 
clarify, till date no one has 
approached us. Second, our 
onus is to get the ilm cen-
sored. Censor board is the 
single and sole body that 
represents this ( ilms).

“Third, we are all very 
creative people, we are all 
Indian’s first and I don’t think 
there’s anything (offensive) 
in the movie,” he said.

New Zealand players 
available for full IPL season

M , N  12 (PTI): 
In a signi icant devel-
opment, New Zealand 
Cricket has allowed their 
players to take part in 
the entire duration of the 
next edition of the Indian 
Premier League (IPL).

An announcement 
to this effect was made 
Monday by James Wear, 
GM Commercial, New 
Zealand Cricket, at a spe-
cial interaction arranged 
by of icial broadcasters 
of IPL, Star Sports.

“One of the things 
New Zealand Cricket 
has decided is to allow 
its players to play in the 
Indian Premier League 
right till the end of the 
IPL,” Wear told a select 
group of reporters here.

“So we are keen to 
give our guys as much 
experience playing all 
around the world as pos-
sible so that they get a 
great experience by play-
ing in the IPL,” explained 
Wear on the reason be-
hind the Kiwi cricket 
board’s decision even 

with the ICC World Cup 
following shortly after 
the conclusion of the T20 
league. His announce-
ment comes in the wake 
of reports that the cricket 
boards of Australia and 
England are not to allow 
their players to igure in 
IPL12 till its conclusion 
because of the 2019 
ICC World Cup, which 
is beginning in May-
end in England.

“Last season we had 
11 players playing in 
there (IPL), which was 
great for us and we are 
keen to continue that,” 
added Wear.

New Zealand skipper 
Kane Williamson, pac-
ers Tim Southee, Adam 
Milne, Trent Boult and 
Mitchell Mclenaghan reg-
ularly feature in the cash-
rich T20 league.

Meanwhile, New Zea-
land Cricket is preparing 
to host the Indian team 
in the upcoming five-
match ODI and best-of- 
three Twenty 20 Inter-
national series. 

Govt’s response 
proves CCS not 
consulted before 
inalising Rafale 

deal: Cong
N  D , N  12 
(PTI): The Congress 
Monday said the Centre’s 
response to the Supreme 
Court on the Rafale issue 
was a “virtual admission” 
that the Cabinet Commit-
tee on Security was not 
consulted before inalis-
ing the deal with France.

Congress spokesper-
son Abhishek Singhvi 
also criticised the gov-
ernment for not disclos-
ing the price of the Rafale 
ighter jets, alleging that 

the saffron party was 
being “elusive” and was 
beating around the bush 
over the pricing issue.

“There is a virtual ad-
mission that the Cabinet 
Committee on Security 
(CCS) was not consulted 
before. Will you consult 
after giving the contract 
or before the contract?” 
he said.

“It is common ground 
that the CCS was con-
sulted for the irst time 
after you gave your sol-
emn, sovereign word in 
France,” he alleged.

“The government is 
trying to mislead and 
beat around the bush as 
is being witnessed for 
the past one year, as it 
does not have an answer 
on this,” Singhvi said.

The Congress leader 
said he was relying on 
the documents in pub-
lic domain furnished 
to the party, and would 
come out with a detailed 
response to the Centre’s 
submission before the top 
court on the matter later.

“We are the Congress 
Party, we have no direct ac-
cess, we are not a party to 
the court proceedings but all 
over your domain - you have 
these copies and we have 
all got it from you. Now this 
needs to be studied and I can 
assure you that we will be 
troubling you with a separate 
Press Conference.

“This is like 20 pages 
and these 20 pages is like 
‘Hamlet’ without ‘Prince of 
Denmark’. ‘The Prince of 
Denmark’ is the price. Price 
we still do not have. Prince 
of Denmark remains elu-
sive,” Singhvi added.

The Centre Monday 
informed the Supreme 
Court that the Defence 
Procurement Procedure 
was “completely fol-
lowed” in the procure-
ment of 36 Rafale ighter 
jets from France and the 
deal was subsequently 
approved by the Cabinet 
Committee on Security.

The Centre’s stand 
was re lected in a doc-
ument submitted to the 
court, which had asked 
the government to fur-
nish details and the steps 
taken in the decision 
making process for the 
procurement of the jets.
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WRITE US: 
Readers are invited to comment on, criticise, run 
down, even appreciate if they like something in 
this paper. Letters carrying abusive/ indecorous 
language and personal attacks, except when 
against people responsible in this newspaper 
(who are fair game), will have to be ignored. 
Letters which carry forward a conversation or 
initiate a dialogue will command immediate 
attention and receive prominence.  
Mail us at: news@summittimes.com

Against Gender-
Based Violence

For a fortnight, discuss the denials 
and ill-treatments foisted on women

Each year, from 25 November to 10 December, the Unit-
ed Nations and women’s groups around the world 

gather ranks to organize “Sixteen Days of Activism Against 
Gender Violence” to draw attention to the continuing vio-
lence against women, at home, out in the open and in the 
work-place. The string of special Days include 25 Novem-
ber, designated by the UN as “Day Against Violence Against 
Women”; 01 December, “World AIDS Day”; 06 December, 
“anniversary of the Montreal Massacre” when 14 women 
engineering students were gunned down for being femi-
nists and 10 December, “Human Rights Day”.

A Day is earmarked for issues demanding consistent 
governmental and people’s support so that at least once 
a year, they take centre-stage and force everyone to take 
notice. The fact that violence against women demands 16 
Days of Activism in the public domain [with those involved 
in curbing it working at their own levels the rest of the 
year] says a lot about how much this underbelly of the so-
ciety continues to haunt. The 16 Days are not just marked 
for India or the Middle East which are notorious for their 
persistent insult of women, but are observed across the 
world. The choice of ‘Days’ which fall during these 16 
days is also telling. It is important to remember abused 
women on World AIDS Day because a victim of abuse is 
not in a position to demand safe sex. The carnage of Mon-
treal remembered on 06 December is important because 
it brings home the fact that violence against women is 
not just a Third World aberration and is a social concern 
all over the world. Rounding up the 16 Days of Activism 
against gender violence with the Human Rights Day is apt 
for obvious reasons – human rights are infringed upon 
not only by the establishment, but also by people at home, 
by husbands who beat up their wives and families which 
sanction female foeticide and look the other way when an 
abused lady needs support or work hard to justify denials 
on the basis of gender and appear comfortable with un-
equal treatment.

In the context of Sikkim, as far as the of icial policy 
goes, women’s issues are not ignored here, but the estab-
lishment can only ensure the Rights, it cannot prick social 
conscience. For something like that, women, at least for 
some days in the year, need to come out on the streets, 
they need to be contacted in the bastis and the towns, they 
need to rally together and understand what their rights 
are, realize how some of them are still victims at home and 
at the work place and decide how things can be improved. 
In any society where alcoholism and substance abuse 
are high and where parochial nationalism is not only not 
frowned upon but even embraced and where women 
continue to be denied equal treatment, domestic violence 
can be expected to be high as well. 

It goes without saying that domestic violence is not 
rare in Sikkim, or anywhere for that matter. What is also 
a fact is that domestic violence is loud and vicious, mean-
ing that neighbours in the now cheek-by-jowl tenements 
of Sikkim are also in the know of these violent episodes. 
But no one intervenes. Even if one is to accept that do-
mestic disputes are uncomfortable situations to intervene 
into, surely, when violence comes into the mix, some-
one should have done something… called in the cops at 
least. Societal indifference is actually an instigator for 
domestic violence. According to a report released by 
the World Health Organisation [WHO], up to 70% of 
women experience physical and/or sexual violence by 
an intimate partner at some point in their lives. What 
is the statistic for Sikkim? We have not even bothered 
to ind out. That is how uncaring Sikkim is because it 
is comfortable with being so un-informed. Violence 
against women is an issue that needs to be addressed 
and it is not the government’s job to do even this for the 
society – it has to be the civil society, social bodies and 
women’s organizations that have to stand up to the task 
and address the problem. Such engagement is also nec-
essary because only after the society at large resolves to 
address an obvious problem which stares them in the face 
every day, will it eventually mature to address the more 
nuanced and chronically internalized denials and ill-treat-
ments like compromised identities, sti led ambitions 
and inexcusable sidelining of women in Sikkim. But then 
again, with even the tokenism missing, expecting genuine 
interventions might be a bit too much.

How Ethiopia’s progressive premier 
is levelling the gender playing ield

YOHANNES GEDAMU
theconversation.com

Since Prime Minister Abiy Ahmed 
took over from Hailemariam De-
salegn in April 2018, Ethiopia 

has experienced a rapid pace of po-
litical reforms. So far, save for the un-
fortunate incidents of ethnic violence 
across the country, the changes made 
by the new administration have been 
nothing short of breathtaking.

Under Abiy’s leadership, a histor-
ic peace deal was reached with neigh-
bouring Eritrea. At home, his admin-
istration has freed all political pris-
oners while also promising to reform 
some of the country’s harsh laws.

In addition, the new premier has also 
vowed to transform the country’s state-
led economy by outlining a proposal 
for the partial privatisation of Ethiopia’s 
state enterprises. Privatisation would 
open up opportunities for competition, 
and raise funds for the country’s major 
development programs.

Most recently Abiy’s ongoing po-
litical reforms have included the rec-
ognition of Ethiopia’s female leaders. 
He has taken great strides to ensure 
that woman are represented in Ethio-
pia’s political landscape. The last four 
weeks in particular have seen spectac-
ular breakthroughs. These ranged from 
cabinet appointments to women being 
chosen as president, chief justice and 
press secretary to the prime minister. 
All unprecedented – in Ethiopia as well 
as the continent more broadly.
WOMEN IN THE CABINET

On October 18th, 2018, Abiy ap-
pointed a gender balanced cabinet. 
The cabinet now has 10 female min-
isters out of a total of 20. This recog-
nition of women in Ethiopian politics 
has been touted as a groundbreaking 
move that challenges the country’s 
patriarchal political culture.

In comparison, Abiy’s predeces-
sor Desalegn’s last cabinet included 
only four women ministers out of 34.

With his new appointments Abiy 
has not only achieved an enviable 
gender balance, he has also succeed-
ed in downsizing Ethiopia’s cabinet.

By appointing an unprecedent-
ed number of women to his cabinet 
Ahmed has remained true to his word 
that he would place women front and 
centre in his reform agenda.

In his April 2018 acceptance 
speech, he encouraged women to take 
up positions of leadership saying:

“Our national identity is meaningless 
without the participation of Ethiopian 
women. By denying due recognition to 
women who built our country, served 
our country, and helped it to stand on its 
feet, it is impossible to establish a suc-
cessful national renaissance.”
A WOMAN PRESIDENT

Just one week after Ahmed ap-
pointed his cabinet Sahle-Work Ze-
wde was unanimously con irmed as 
the president of Ethiopia by a joint 
session of the House of Representa-
tives and the House of Federation.

Zewde is Ethiopia’s fourth presi-
dent since the Ethiopian People’s Rev-
olutionary Democratic Front came to 
power in 1991, and the irst woman to 
hold the post.

She was a senior foreign service 
of icer who later served in the United 
Nations. In her last role she was the 
UN’s representative to the African 
Union in the rank of Under Secretary 
General, the irst woman to have held 
that position in the organisation.

Although the role of Ethiopia’s 
president is ceremonial Zewde is wide-
ly expected to emerge as a strong play-
er in Ahmed’s push for reforms. Her 

appointment comes at a time when the 
country needs a strong and unifying in-
luence to manage the ethnic tensions 

that have dogged Abiy’s ledgling ad-
ministration. Because the president is 
expected to be non-partisan, Zewde is 
in the best position to mediate between 
opposing groups. Her work as UN rep-
resentative and mediator in the Central 
African Republic con lict also stands 
her in good stead.
A WOMAN CHIEF JUSTICE

Another major development has 
been the appointment of former wom-
en’s rights activist and lawyer, Meaza 
Ashena i, as Ethiopia’s new chief justice. 
Ashena i is expected to put the country’s 
strained legal system back on track.

Before her appointment she found-
ed Ethiopia’s Women Lawyers Associ-
ation, where she advocated and fought 
for women’s rights. She has also been 
a high court judge and an adviser to a 
commission writing up Ethiopia’s con-
stitution. Ashena i also founded the 
Ethiopian Women Lawyers Associa-
tion and helped start the country’s irst 
women’s bank, Enat.

She is well known for ruling on a 
landmark child-bride abduction case. 
Her ruling outlawed the kidnapping of 
girls and forcing them into marriage.

Thanks to these accomplishments 
Ashena i has been praised for bring-
ing a track record of competence and 
relevant experience to the role.

Until recently, Ethiopia’s justice sys-
tem was one of the most repressive in the 

world. The authoritarian ruling coalition 
had complete control. And there have 
been reports of torture and cruelty about 
Ethiopia’s prison system for years.

From the notorious Jail Ogaden in Ethi-
opia’s Somali region, to the famous prison 
zones of Maeqelawi, Qaliti and Qilinto, hor-
ror stories have been common.

Thanks to the reform measures 
taken by Abiy and his new adminis-
tration, a commission that studies 
laws has been constituted to look into 
Ethiopia’s legal framework.

This commission is expected to sup-
port Ashena i and her brand of judicial 
activism in a country that has historically 
been known for its legal conservatism.
THE FUTURE IS HOPEFUL

Abiy’s push to level the gender play-
ing ield has also extended to the of ice 
of the Prime Minister with the recent-
ly announced appointment of Billene 
Seyoum, a young woman known for 
her work in women’s empowerment, 
as the premier’s spokeswoman in the 
newly minted press of ice. As press sec-
retary, Seyoum will keep domestic and 
foreign press periodically appraised of 
Ahmed’s projects.

All in all, the last four weeks have 
shown quite a meteoric rise for Ethi-
opian women. Despite the meagre 
resources at their disposal, and the 
challenges of succeeding in a ield his-
torically dominated by men, Ethiopians 
expect that the women will deliver.

[the writer is Lecturer of Political 
Science, Georgia Gwinnett College]

Three things we can learn from 
contemporary Muslim women’s fashion

LIZ BUCAR
theconversation.com

Major art museums 
have realized there is 
much to learn from 

clothing that is both religious-
ly coded and fashion forward.

Earlier this year the Met-
ropolitan Museum of Art 
hosted a fashion exhibition 
inspired by the Catholic faith 
titled “Heavenly Bodies: 
Fashion and Catholic Imagi-
nation.” With more than 1.6 
million visitors, it was the 
most popular exhibit in the 
Met’s history.

And now the de Young 
Museum of San Francisco 
has the irst major exhibit 
devoted to the Islamic fash-
ion scene. “Contemporary 
Muslim Fashions” displays 
80 swoon-worthy ensem-
bles – glamorous gowns, 
edgy streetwear, conceptual 
couture – loosely organized 
by region and emphasizing 
distinct textile traditions. 
This exhibit is a bold state-
ment of cultural appreciation 
during a time of heightened 
anti-Muslim rhetoric.

In studying how Muslim 
women dress for over a de-
cade, I realized a deeper un-
derstanding of Muslim wom-
en’s clothing can challenge 
popular stereotypes about 
Islam. Here are three take-
aways.
1. MODESTY IS NOT ONE 
THING

While there are scattered 
references to modest dress 
in the sacred written sources 
of Islam, these religious texts 
do not spend a lot of time dis-

cussing the ethics of Muslim 
attire. And once I started to 
pay attention to how Mus-
lims dress, I quickly realized 
that modesty does not look 
the same everywhere. 

I traveled to Iran, Indo-
nesia and Turkey for my re-
search on Muslim women’s 
clothing. The Iranian penal 
code requires women to 
wear proper Islamic clothing 
in public, although what that 
entails is never de ined. The 
morality police harass and 
arrest women who they think 
expose too much hair or skin. 
Yet even under these condi-
tions of intense regulation 
and scrutiny, women wear a 
remarkable range of styles – 
from edgy ripped jeans and 
graphic tees to bohemian 
loose lowy separates.

Indonesia is the most 
populous Muslim nation in 
the world, but Indonesian 
women did not wear head 
coverings or modest cloth-
ing until about 30 years ago. 
Today local styles integrate 
crystal and sequin embellish-
ments. Popular fabric choic-
es include everything from 
pastel chiffon to bright batik, 
which is promoted as the na-
tional textile.

When it comes to Turkey, 
for much of the last century 
authorities discouraged Mus-
lim women from wearing pi-
ous fashion, claiming these 
styles were “unmodern” be-
cause they were not secular. 
That changed with the rise 
of the Islamic middle class, 
when Muslim women began 
to demand an education, to 
work outside the home and 

to wear modest clothing and 
a headscarf as they did so. 
Today local styles tend to be 
tailored closely to the body, 
with high necklines and low 
hemlines and complete cov-
erage of the hair. 

A stunning range of Mus-
lim fashions are found here 
in the United States as well, 
re lecting the diversity of its 
approximately 3.45 million 
Muslims. Fifty-eight per-
cent of Muslim adults in the 
U.S. are immigrants, coming 
from some 75 countries. And 
U.S.-born Muslims are diverse 
as well. For instance, more than 
half of Muslims whose families 
have been in the U.S. for at least 
three generations are black.

This diversity provides 
the opportunity for hybrid 
identities, which are dis-
played through clothing 
styles.
2. MUSLIM WOMEN DON’T 
NEED SAVING

Many non-Muslims see 
Muslim women’s clothing 
and headscarves as a sign 
of oppression. It is true that 
a Muslim woman’s clothing 
choices are shaped by her 
community’s ideas about 
what it means to be a good 
Muslim. But this situa-
tion is not unlike that for 
non-Muslim women, who 
likewise have to negotiate 
expectations concerning 
their behavior.

In my book, I introduce 
readers to a number of wom-
en who use their clothing to 
express their identity and as-
sert their independence. Tari 
is an Indonesian college stu-
dent who covers her head at 

her parents’ objections. Her 
parents worry that a head-
scarf will make it harder for 
Tari to get a job after grad-
uation. But for Tari, whose 
friends all cover their hair, 
her clothing is the primary 
way she communicates her 
personal style and her Mus-
lim identity.

Nur, who majored in 
communications at Istanbul 
Commerce University, dress-
es modestly but is highly 
critical of the pressure she 
sees the apparel industry 
putting on Muslim women 
to buy brand-name clothing. 
For her, Muslim style does 
not have to come with a high 
price tag.

Leila works for the Irani-
an government and considers 
her off-duty clothing choices 
a form of civil disobedience. 
Monday through Friday she 
wears dark colors and long 
baggy overcoats. But on the 
weekends she pushes the 
limits of acceptability with 
tight- itting out its and heavy 
makeup – sartorial choices 
that might get her in trouble 
with the morality police. She 
accepts the legal obligation 
to wear Islamic clothing in 
public, but asserts her right 
to decide what that entails.

Designers have also used 
clothing to protest issues af-
fecting their communities. 
The de Young exhibit, for 
example, includes a scarf by 
designer Céline Semaan to 
protest against Trump’s trav-
el ban. The scarf features a 
NASA satellite image of sev-
eral of the countries whose 
citizens are denied entry to 

the U.S , overlaid with the 
word “Banned.” 
3. MUSLIMS CONTRIBUTE 
TO MAINSTREAM SOCIETY

A 2017 Pew survey 
showed that 50 percent of 
Americans say Islam is not 
a part of mainstream soci-
ety. But as Muslim models 
and Muslim designers are 
increasingly recognized 
by the fashion world, the 
misperception of Muslims 
as outsiders has the poten-
tial to change.

Muslim models are 
spokespersons for top cos-
metic brands, walk the cat-
walk for high end designers 
and are featured in print ads 
for major labels.

Today clothing inspired 
by Islamic aesthetics is mar-
keted to all consumers, not 
just Muslim ones. Take the 
most recent collection of 
British Muslim designer 
Hana Tajima for Uniqlo. In its 
promotional materials, the 
global casual wear retailer 
described the garments as 
“culturally sensitive and ex-
tremely versatile,” clothing 
for cosmopolitan women of 
all backgrounds.

To be hip today is to dress 
in culturally inclusive ways, 
and this includes modest 
styles created by Muslim de-
signers and popularized by 
Muslim consumers. Fashion 
makes it clear that Muslims 
are not only part of main-
stream society, they are con-
tributors to it.

[the writer is Associate 
Professor of Philosophy 

and Religion, Northeastern 
University]
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Cancer genomics research should 
be more widespread: Varmus

Kalyani(WB), Nov 12 
(PTI): Nobel laureate 
Harold E Varmus has said 
that research on cancer 
genomics needs to be 
more widespread as it 
provides a deeper under-
standing of the disease 
and helps save a large 
number of lives.

Stressing on the need 
for gathering genomic 
data for patients of di-
verse ethnic and geo-
graphical backgrounds, 
Varmus said at present 
there is enough data for 
Caucasian white patients 
but data from other re-
gions like India, Africa is 
critically required with-
out delay.

The medical scientist 
made the observations 
while delivering a lecture 
on ‘The transformation 
of cancer research’ at the 
National Institute of Bio-
medical Genomics here 
on Sunday.

Genomics is the 

branch of molecular bi-
ology concerned with 
the structure, function, 
evolution and mapping 
of genomes.

There is a need for 
a deep rational under-
standing of how cancer 
arises and genomics pro-

vides a deeper under-
standing of cancer, he said.

He gave some ex-
amples of how genomic 
insights have provided 
more precise treatment 
of various types of can-
cers, such as leukaemia 
and lung cancer.

Prof Varmus has 
been engaged in cancer 
research for about 50 
years. Varmus and J Mi-
chael Bishop were jointly 
awarded the Nobel Prize 
in Physiology or Medicine 
in 1989 for the discovery 
of ‘the cellular origin of 
retroviral oncogenes’.

The Nobel laureate ex-
pressed his happiness that 
India, through the Nation-
al Institute of Biomedical 
Genomics(NIBMG), was 
participating in the Interna-
tional Cancer Genome Con-
sortium, and has already 
generated the landscape 
of genomic alterations that 
drives oral cancer.

“Cancer is a highly 
heterogeneous disease 
and treatment needs to 
be more precise,” he add-
ed.He asked the NIBMG 
to play a leadership role 
and requested the gov-
ernment to provide sus-
tained funding for cancer 
genomic research.

Bangladesh election day pushed 
back by a week to Dec 30

ANISUR RAHMAN
D , N  12 (PTI): Ban-
gladesh poll authority on Mon-
day deferred the date for next 
month’s general elections by a 
week to December 30, a day af-
ter the country’s main Opposi-
tion alliance demanded delaying 
the polls by a month to allow 
them to prepare for the poll.

Last week, the Bangladesh 
Election Commission announced 
that the 11th general election will 
be held on December 23.

The Jatiya Oikya Front a 
political alliance of opposition 
parties that includes the main 
Opposition Bangladesh Nation-
alist Party (BNP) has urged the 
Election Commission to defer 
the polls by a month.

The BNP, led by imprisoned 
ex-prime minister Khaleda Zia, 
on Sunday said it would partici-
pate in the general election next 
month, after it boycotted the 
2014 polls that returned Prime 
Minister Sheikh Hasina’s Awami 
League to power. The BNP boy-
cotted last election, citing unfair 
conditions for the polls.

“The 11th general election 

will be held across Bangladesh 
on December 30,” Chief Elec-
tion Commissioner Nurul Huda 
announced while attending an 
exhibition on Electronic Voting 
Machines (EVMs) at the Bangab-
andhu Convention Centre here.

He said the commission dis-
cussed the letter sent by the 
Jatiya Oikya Front requesting a 
deferral of the polls.

The Election Commission 
will now accept nominations 
until November 28 he said.

Nearly 104.2 million peo-
ple, including some 51.6 million 
women, are registered as voters. 
They will elect 300 representa-
tives to Parliament through the 
balloting in about 40,199 poll-
ing stations.

“They [BNP and Oikya Front] 
said they are interested in par-
ticipating in the polls,” said 
Huda. “The election commis-
sioners discussed the matter 
and came to this decision.”

“There was some delay in 
getting their written propos-
al. We met on the matter today. 
But it is reassuring to the com-
mission that the BNP and Oikya 

Front will take part in the polls.”
“Despite extreme adverse 

situation Jatiya Oikya Front 
(NUF) has decided to take part 
in the election as part of our 
movement to restore democ-
racy,” convenor of the platform 
and prominent lawyer Kamal 
Hossain announced on Sunday.

Prime Minister Sheikh Hasi-
na immediately welcomed the 
NUF’s decision, saying it will 
“strengthen the democracy...we 
will jointly contest in the poll to 
re lect the verdict of the people”.

Ruling Awami League’s gen-
eral secretary Obaidul Quader 
earlier said they would have no 
objection if the commission de-
ferred the election date.

The NUF came up with the 
announcement to participate 
in the polls three days after the 
election commission unveiled 
the election schedule, setting 
December 23 for the voting.

The BNP, whose leader 
73-year-old Zia is behind bars, 
abstained from the 2014 polls 
over fears it would be rigged, 
allowing Hasina to walk into a 
second term unchallenged.

But rallying supports of the 
NUF partners, some left lean-
ing and right-wing groups and 
individuals, it still insists instal-
lation of a non-party caretaker 
government to oversee the polls.

The BNP remained to be in a 
state of political disarray as Zia 
is now serving a 10-year prison 
term in two graft charges and 
her elder son and “fugitive” act-
ing chief Tarique Rahman’s is 
staying in London while a Dhaka 
court recently handed him down 
life term imprisonment for mas-
terminding a deadly attack on a 
political rally in 2004.

Meanwhile, senior BNP of icials 
bought three sets of nominations 
for Zia. BNP Secretary General Mir-
za Fakhrul Islam Alamgir secured 
nomination papers for Zia from her 
ancestral home in Feni-1.

BNP Standing Committee 
member Nazrul Islam Khan 
bought a nomination form for 
her from the Bogura-6 seat.

BNP Standing Committee 
member Mirza Abbas bought a 
nomination form for Bogura-7 
seat on behalf of the BNP chief, 
BDNews24.com reported.

Deb justi ies reason for dropping 
May Day from holidays list

A , N  12 
(PTI): Tripura Chief Min-
ister Biplab Kumar Deb 
has justi ied the reason 
behind dropping May 
Day from the list of holi-
days in the state and said 
the decision was taken 
because government em-
ployees didnt need one 
on International Labour 
Rights Day.

Deb said that May Day 
is meant for workers and 
labourers and none else.

He claimed his gov-
ernment has done justice 
by granting holiday on 
May Day only for work-
ers in industrial sector.

Why do government 
employees need holiday 
on May Day ? ... I have no-
ticed that it is a holiday on 
that day in very few states.

“What are the provi-
sions for a holiday? They 

(previous Left govt) used 
to grant holiday to the 
entire state on this day 
here,” Deb told a con-
ference of the Tripura 
Gazetted Of icers Sangh 
here on Sunday.

The Tripura govern-
ment in a noti ication 
on November 3 had said 
that government employ-
ees would be allowed to 
avail any four holidays 
chosen by them out of a 
list of restricted holidays 
during 2019.

The list of restricted 
holidays had 12 festivals 
or occasions in it.

These are New Years 
Day, Pous Parban - a 
Bengali harvest festival, 
Basanti Puja, Mahavir 
Jayanti, May Day, Ratha 
Yatra, Jhulanjatra Sama-
pan, Biswakarma Puja, 
Akheri-Chahar-Sumba, 

Bhratridwitiya, Guru 
Nanaks birthday and the 
World Disabled Day.

There is holiday on 
May Day in the industri-
al sector. That holiday is 
still valid. But are you 
workers and labourers 
in the secretariat? the 
CM asked.

You (gazetted of i-
cers) are not labourers. 
No. Am I labourer? No. 
I am Chief Minister. So 
what for do you need hol-
iday (on May Day)? What 
will you mourn for (Kya 
matam manayenge aap)? 
he asked.

The state government 
took the right decision by 
dropping May day from 
the list of the holidays, he 
said adding holiday was 
granted to labourers on 
that day but not for gov-
ernment employees.

6 Gauhati 
High 
Court 
judges 
sworn in
G , N  12 
(PTI): Gauhati High 
Court Chief Justice A S 
Bopanna on Monday ad-
ministered the oath of of-
ice to six judges, taking 

the total strength to 17.
The judges who were 

sworn in are: Justices 
Manash Ranjan Pathak, 
Achintya Malla Bujor Ba-
rua, Kalyan Rai Surana, 
Prasanta Kumar Deka, 
Nelson Sailo and Ajit 
Borthakur.

The swearing-in cer-
emony was attended by 
advocates and was held 
at the premises of the 
high court.

The high court has 
17 judges now against 
the sanctioned strength 
of 24.

Nepal names former 
law minister as 

ambassador to India
SHIRISH B PRADHAN
K , N  12 
(PTI): The Nepal govern-
ment on Monday nomi-
nated former law minis-
ter and senior politician 
Nilambar Acharya as am-
bassador to India.

The position of Nep-
alese ambassador to In-
dia was vacant for about 
a year after Deep Kumar 
Upadhyay resigned Octo-
ber last year to join pol-
itics.

A cabinet meeting 
chaired by Prime Minis-
ter KP Sharma Oli pro-
posed Acharya’s name 
for the diplomatic post, 
of icials said.

Achayra, a former en-
voy to Sri Lanka, current-
ly coordinates the Nepal 
side of the Eminent Per-
sons Group on Nepal-In-
dia relations.

A Moscow University 
graduate, Acharya was 
initially left-leaning but 
later joined the Nepali 
Congress party.

He was minister for 
Law, Justice and Parlia-
mentary Affairs and La-
bour and Social Welfare 
in the interim govern-

ment of 1990.
Acharya’s name will 

now be sent to a parlia-
mentary committee for 
approval, which then will 
forward it to the Ministry 
of Foreign Affairs (MFA).

The Nepal’s MFA will 
then send it to its Indian 
counterpart Ministry of 
External Affairs for an 
agreemo. Once approved 
and agreemo signed, the 
MFA will send Acharya’s 
name to the Nepal presi-
dent for the presidential 
order.

The government had 
previously nominated 
former Chief Election 
Commissioner Neelkan-
tha Uprety as ambassa-
dor to India. But follow-
ing criticism, it withdrew 
the decision.

Guilty will be punished: Gen. Rawat 
on Bomdila army-police clash

Will move court if no 
permission is granted for 

Shah’s rath  yatra : BJP

Tea estate employee abducted by armed militants
I , N  12 
(PTI): The supervi-
sor-cum-store keeper of 
Sati Tea Estate at Nam-
sai district in Arunachal 
Pradesh has been abduct-
ed by armed militants, po-
lice said Monday.

The tea estate be-
longs to former MLA 
Nang Sati Mein and the 

abductors have demand-
ed a ransom of Rs three 
crore, the police said.

The victim, identi ied 
as Debabrata Deb works 
at Sati Tea Estate was ab-
ducted from his tempo-
rary residence at around 
7.15 pm on Saturday 
evening. The kidnappers 
were carrying sophisti-

cated weapons and had 
reportedly introduced 
themselves as members 
of Udoy Asom group of 
the outlawed ULFA-In-
dependent faction, the 
police said.

Security forces have 
swung into action to en-
sure safe release of the 
person, the police added.

P  (P ): 
Nov 12 (PTI): Army Chief 
General Bipin Rawat on 
Monday said they were 
inquiring into the Bomdi-
la incident in Arunachal 
Pradesh and would take 
action against the guilty.

On November 2, a 
group of soldiers al-
legedly misbehaved with 
civilians and police per-
sonnel at the Buddha 
Mahotsav celebrations 
in Bomdila area of West 
Kameng district, of icials 
had said.

The local station 
house of icer went to the 
spot and two soldiers 
were brought to the po-
lice station. After that, 
some soldiers vandal-
ised the Bomdila police 
station, assaulted police 
personnel and civilians, 
they had said.

“We are inquiring 

into it. If any jawans are 
found guilty, we will take 
action against them,” 
Rawat said here, while 
replying to a question 
about action being taken 
against the jawans.

Union ministers 

Nirmala Sitharaman 
and Kiren Rijiju had on 
Wednesday took stock of 
the situation.

On Sunday, Rijiju had 
said the Army and the 
police should respect 
each other.

K , N  12 (PTI): 
West Bengal BJP presi-
dent Dilip Ghosh Monday 
threatened to move court 
if the state government 
does not grant permis-
sion for the proposed 
Rath Yatras of party pres-
ident Amit Shah in the 
state in December.

Ghosh said if TMC 
tries to disrupt the pro-
posed Rath Yatras then 
the people of the state 
will come out in protest 
as it is meant for restor-
ing democracy in Bengal.

“The police and the 
state government are 
yet to grant permission. 
Time and again we have 
tried to meet the police 
of icials and the home 
secretary, but in vain. 
Until and unless we have 
the permission how will 
we organize the entire 
route ?” Ghosh said.

BJP national presi-
dent Amit Shah is set to 

kick off three Rath yatras 
which will cover all 42 
Lok Sabha constituencies 
in Bengal on December 5, 
7 and 9.

“If the government is 
trying to delay the per-
mission so that our Rath 
Yatra program can be 
cancelled then it is liv-
ing in a fool’s paradise. 
If they don’t grant us 
permission then we will 
move court and ight it 
out, he said.

At the conclusion 
of the ‘yatra’, the party 
plans to hold a massive 
rally in Kolkata which is 
likely to be addressed by 
Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi.

Locket Chatterjee, the 
saffron party’s West Ben-
gal Mahila Morcha pres-
ident, had said on Satur-
day that those trying to 
stop the Rath Yatra “will 
get crushed under the 
wheels of the chariot”.
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Ronaldo keeps Juve lying high with 
‘important’ win over AC Milan

M , N  12 (AFP): 
Cristiano Ronaldo scored 
as Juventus bounced 
back from their midweek 
Champions League de-
feat by Manchester Unit-
ed with a 2-0 win over 
10-man AC Milan in 
Serie A, as Gonzalo Hi-
guain missed a penalty 
before being sent off for 
the hosts.

Mario Mandzukic 
headed in the opener in 
the eighth minute at the 
San Siro on Sunday with 
Ronaldo adding a second 
on 81 minutes as Juven-
tus maintained their six-
point cushion ahead of 
the international break.

It got the defending 
seven-time Serie A cham-
pions back on track af-
ter suffering their irst 
defeat of the season by 
United following two late 
goals despite Ronaldo’s 
stunning volley.

“Winning tonight 
was the only way to put 
aside what happened in 
the inal ive minutes of 
the Champions League 
game,” said Juve coach 
Massimiliano Allegri.

“It was important to 
win without conceding 
a goal and to regain the 
six-point advantage over 
Napoli who are having an 
excellent championship.”

A third loss of the 
campaign, however, saw 
AC Milan drop out of 
the Champions League 
places behind Lazio who 

moved back into fourth 
despite a 1-1 draw at 
Sassuolo.

Inter Milan’s sev-
en-match winning streak 
ended with a 4-1 defeat 
at Atalanta, with Luciano 
Spalletti’s side losing sec-
ond place to Napoli who 
came from behind to beat 
Genoa 2-1 on Saturday.

Juventus have 34 
points from 12 games -- 
six ahead of Carlo Ance-
lotti’s Napoli with Inter a 
further three behind.

“I’m very happy, es-
pecially for the team, 
because playing away to 
Milan is always very dif-

icult,” said Ronaldo.
“It was important to 

win, because Napoli beat 
Genoa last night and we 
had to keep our distance.”

Allegri’s side rarely 
looked threatened by AC 
Milan with Mandzukic 
rising highest to nod in 
an Alex Sandro cross to 
dampen spirits among 
the 75,000-capacity 
crowd at the San Siro.

The Croatian World 
Cup runner-up could 
have made it two short-
ly after, meeting a cross 
this time from Ronaldo 
but Milan skipper Alessio 
Romagnoli blocked.

Higuain returned 
from a back problem to 
face his parent club but 
it was to be a nightmare 
outing for the forward 
who had been loaned out 
to Milan last summer to 
make space for Ronaldo.

The Argentine missed 
a penalty awarded after 
Medhi Benatia handled 
in the area ive minutes 
before the break with 
Juventus goalkeeper Wo-
jciech Szczesny tipping 
the ball onto the post.

Ronaldo tested Gi-
anluigi Donnarumma in 
the AC Milan goal early 
in the second half before 

inally blasting in nine 
minutes from time for his 
irst goal at the San Siro.

Minutes later Higuain 
saw red after shouting at 
the referee in frustration 
after a foul on Benatia, 
and was led off the pitch 
in tears.

“I told him not to ex-
aggerate, to calm down 
and not to risk a major 
penalty,” said Ronaldo of 
what he told Higuain on 
the pitch.

“He was nervous, he 
was losing, but we must 
not blame him, he didn’t 
say anything.”

Earlier on Sunday, de-

fender Gianluca Mancini 
scored for a third consec-
utive game as Atalanta 
dominated Inter Milan at 
home in Bergamo.

Mancini headed home 
in the 62nd minute to 
add to Hans Hateboer’s 
eighth-minute opener, 
with Berat Djimsiti and 
Alejandro Gomez sealing 
all three points for the 
hosts late on.

Inter captain Mau-
ro Icardi had equalised 
when he slotted in a pen-
alty just after the break, 
but his side inished with 
ten men after Marcelo 
Brozovic was sent off two 
minutes into injury time.

Roma got back to 
winning ways with a 4-1 
success over Sampdoria 
to move up to sixth, within 
three points of the Cham-
pions League places be-
hind Lazio and AC Milan.

Rock-bottom Chie-
vo earned a 2-2 draw at 
home against Bologna to 
move onto zero points, 
having had three deduct-
ed for false accounting.

But coach Gian Pie-
ro Ventura told players 
he was quitting after the 
game, as he did not be-
lieve he could save them 
from relegation.

Elsewhere, Empoli 
got their first win since 
the opening match of 
the season, beating fel-
low strugglers Udinese 
2-1, who they joined on 
nine points.

0-3 whitewash looks 
embarrassing but 
we fought hard, 
says Brathwaite

C SHYAM SUNDAR
C , N  12 (PTI): 
West Indies T20 captain 
Carlos Brathwaite has 
admitted that the 0-3 
whitewash was indeed 
“embarrassing”, but said 
the ight they had shown 
with limited resourc-
es was the “hallmark” 
for the visitors in the 
just-concluded series.

India defeated reign-
ing world champions 
West Indies by six wick-
ets in the inal T20 here 
on Sunday night to clean 
sweep the three-match 
series.

“I mean, three-nought 
looks bad, and it looks 
embarrassing for me as 
captain as well. But the 
performances and ight 
we gave and the fact that 
we came together to use 
our resources to the best 
of our abilities was the 
hallmark for this short 
series for me,” Brathwaite 
said at the post-match 
press conference.

“The team morale is 
up. What we are doing 
as a group is trying to 
ind the best to use the 

resources we have. In the 
irst game, we showed 

our ight, we showed our 
belief with the ball,” he 
said.

“In the second game, 
we were blown away, 
and in the third game 
we batted excellently, 
but the game was taken 
away from us by a mas-
sive partnership. We still 
fought till the end.”

Brathwaite also 
heaped praise on young 
batsman Nicholas 
Pooran, who smashed a 
25-ball 53 on Sunday.

“It wasn’t just about 
his (Pooran’s) big hitting. 
He played some reverse 
scoops and he paced his 
innings very well. Obvi-
ously, the sixes will take 
the highlight, but let’s 
not forget how slowly 
he started. Getting the 
pace of the wicket, lining 
up the bowlers and then 
choosing the right time to 
strike,” Brathwaite said.

“So massive credit to 
Nicholas who missed the 
irst game, didn’t get a 

start in the second but he 
was always positive and. 
As a team, we want that 
performance again from 
him.”

Brathwaite said West 
Indies cricket needs its 
players to put up perfor-
mances on a consistent 
basis.

“And, you know, as a 
team that’s what we have 
-- the ability for players 
to take the game away 
from the opposition and 
play a knock such as that 
(of Pooran). The chal-
lenge for us to do that on 
a more consistent basis. 
We know we have 3,4 

match-winners in the 
side who can blow the 
opposition away,” he said.

He also hailed come-
back man Darren Bravo, 
who scored 43 and put 
on a key partnership with 
Pooran to lay the founda-
tion in the middle overs.

“Darren Bravo’s 
knock was good as well. 
He laid the foundation in 
the middle overs. He bat-
ted all the way through, 
so we had good solid per-
formances with the bat.

“Obviously, Nicho-
las gets the plaudits be-
cause he raised his bat, 
but credit must go to the 
opening pair as well for 
getting us to ifty in the 
irst six. We had a lot of 

positives with the bat 
and it’s about replicating 
this game in and game 
out,” Brathwaite said.

Brathwaite said West 
Indies should take les-
sons from the just-con-
cluded series to the 
forthcoming tour of Ban-
gladesh.

“We need to take what 
we have learnt from this 
series so far and work 
on it, and come back to 
Bangladesh thinking this 
is the fourth game of the 
series as opposed to the 
starting of another se-
ries,” he said.

“We had back-to-back 
games, we didn’t start as 
well as we wanted and 
by the time we got into 
the tour we had lost the 
series. So if we can get 
this performance into 
Bangladesh’s irst game 
of the series, then we can 
look to come out on top 
there.”

The Windies captain 
was not happy with one 
of his deliveries in the 
18th over being called 
a wide but said it would 
not be fair to blame the 
decision for the defeat in 
a game that went down 
to the wire.

“I hope that anything 
I say now, I won’t be ined 
for. If I get immunity, I can 
answer truthfully. But, 
it’s down to interpreta-
tion,” Brathwaite said.

“In my opinion, Rish-
abh stepped away and 
stepped across, and if he 
was staying in his stance 
it would’ve hit his boots. 
And then he jumped in-
side his stance, so in my 
opinion it wasn’t a wide 
because of that.

“But you can’t look 
back at it. If one of the 
fours would’ve gone for 
one, then we would’ve 
won by three runs. So you 
can’t look at every single 
ball and think ‘this one 
decision, or that one de-
cision cost us the game’. 
Need to give credit to Shi-
khar (Dhawan) and Rish-
abh (Pant) who played 
very well,” he added.

Man City dominate Man Utd, Liverpool 
win but Chelsea, Arsenal stumble

L , N  12 (AFP): Manches-
ter City stormed back to the top of 
the Premier League with a 3-1 derby 
win at home to Manchester United 
as Liverpool maintained their title 
challenge to the champions with a 
2-0 victory over Fulham.

Chelsea, like the top two, re-
main unbeaten under Maurizio 
Sarri but lost ground in a goal-
less draw at home to Everton on 
Sunday.

Arsenal also missed the chance 
to leapfrog North London rivals 
Spurs into fourth and needed Hen-
rikh Mkhitaryan’s late equaliser to 
salvage a 1-1 draw with Wolves at 
the Emirates.

City remain two points clear of 
Liverpool, but open four-point gap 
on Chelsea.

A fourth league defeat of the 
season leaves United languishing 
in eighth, 12 points off the top.

Goals early in each half from 
David Silva and Sergio Aguero left 
City in a commanding position be-
fore an Anthony Martial penalty 
gave United hope of a comeback.

But Ilkay Gundogan put the 
result beyond doubt four minutes 
from time with a third goal that 
crowned a sublime 44-pass move.

“I think Man City right now 
and Liverpool, Chelsea, and even 
Arsenal and Tottenham, I think 
they have numbers to be cham-
pion, not just City. We’re just two 
points in front,” said City boss 

Pep Guardiola.
“What is important is that we 

are consistent, that we play most 
of the time good, and always I see 
many things that we can improve.”

United manager Jose Mourin-
ho accepted his side are now just 
ighting to try and make the top 

four having inished second to City 
last season.

“Since the beginning of the 
season, we knew that our second 
position last season was a fantas-
tic achievement for us, and this 
season we are going to ight for the 
top four,” said Mourinho.

“To speak about the title you 
need to be in the top positions. 
So let’s ight to close the gap and 
jump into the top four, if one day 
we jump into the top four, we’ll see 
what the difference is.”

United scored twice in the clos-
ing ive minutes to secure a hard-
fought 2-1 win away to Juventus in 
the Champions League on Wednes-
day, while City thrashed Shakhtar 
Donetsk 6-0 at the Etihad.

And Mourinho used his side’s 
tougher preparation to excuse the 
gulf in class.

“Everybody has to agree, it is 
one thing to go to Juventus and 
play against one of the best teams 
in the world for 90 minutes, anoth-
er thing to beat Shakhtar Donetsk 
at home 6-0 and be very relaxed,” 
said Mourinho.

“We arrive in different circum-

stances.” Earlier, Liverpool brie ly 
went top by in licting Fulham’s 
seventh straight defeat at An ield.

But they needed a huge slice of 
luck in 14 seconds that completely 
changed the game shortly before 
the break.

Aleksandar Mitrovic headed 
home for the visitors only to be 
wrongly ruled offside.

The hosts quickly broke up ield 
as Alisson and Trent Alexander-Ar-
nold freed Mohamed Salah to score 
his eighth goal of the season.

“The most important thing is 
reacting in a situation like that 
and that was brilliant. Allison, 
Trent, Mo and done, it was a fan-
tastic situation,” said Liverpool 
manager Jurgen Klopp, whose 
side put the result beyond doubt 
when Xherdan Shaqiri made it 
2-0 in the 53rd minute.

Chelsea dominated possession 
at Stamford Bridge, but could not 
ind a way past the inspired Jor-

dan Pickford in the Everton goal to 
leave Sarri frustrated.

“At the beginning we moved the 
ball too slowly, so it is easy for the 
opposition to defend and impos-
sible for us to be dangerous,” be-
moaned Sarri.

Arsenal were in danger of de-
feat for the irst time since August 
after falling behind to Ivan Cava-
leiro’s 13th-minute goal before 
Mkhitaryan came off the bench to 
rescue a point for the Gunners.

Dhawan’s return to form 
was important ahead of 

Australia tour, says Rohit
C , N  12 (PTI): 
India’s stand-in captain 
Rohit Sharma said it was 
important for Shikhar 
Dhawan to return to form 
ahead of the crucial tour 
of Australia, which will 
be a completely “differ-
ent ball game”.

Dhawan, who struggled 
throughout the preceding 
ODI series against West In-
dies, returned to form with 
a smashing 92 off 62 balls 
to help India beat the visi-
tors by six wickets in the i-
nal T20 and complete a 3-0 
series sweep.

Dhawan and young 
Rishabh Pant (53 off 25) 
stitched 130 runs off 80 
balls for the third wicket on 
Sunday to lay the founda-
tion for the win after India 
were in a spot of bother at 
45 for 2 while chasing 182.

“It was important 
from the team’s perspec-
tive and for the players to 
get some runs ahead of 
the important Australia 
tour. Shikhar especially 
was batting well in the 
ODI series but he was 
not able to get big scores. 
I am glad that he could 
play a match-winning 
knock and get some form 
under his belt before the 
crucial tour,” Rohit said.

“Rishabh was also 
hungry to go out and 
get some runs. It was the 
perfect situation. We were 
two down inside the irst 
six overs. There was a bit 
of pressure as well. They 
handled it well and it was 
a match-winning part-
nership. It is important 
in the team’s perspective 
that both these guys got 
runs,” he said. India’s tour 
of Australia starts with the 
three-match T20 series at 
Brisbane on November 21.

Rohit said the upcom-
ing tour of Australia will 
be a completely “differ-
ent ball-game” and India 

must take con idence 
from the 3-0 win.

“It is always chal-
lenging when it comes to 
going out there and per-
forming. Every time you 
go there, you are tested 
as a player, as an individ-
ual and as a team. Austra-
lia will be a different ball 
game,” he said.

“When you win a se-
ries like this, you are high 
on con idence and it is all 
about taking that con i-
dence there. We have to 
keep repeating the perfor-
mances. It is a never-end-
ing story,” added Rohit.

He said the team had 
ticked quite a few boxes 
during the just-conclud-
ed series and ielding 
was one of them.

“We ticked a lot of box-
es. Particularly, I am happy 
how we ielded. I think we 
ielded really well in the 

tournament. In batting 
and bowling, there will be 
mistakes and there will be 
some good performances,” 
Rohit said.

Rohit has also been 
picked in India’s Test 
squad to face Australia, 
but he said he wasn’t 
thinking that far. “I think 
there is still time before 
that. We have the T20Is 
and practice games before 
the irst Test match. I am 
not thinking about the Test 
match. I am someone who 
doesn’t think too far ahead. 
All I am thinking of is going 
back, taking a few days off, 
and take the light to Aus-
tralia and prepare for the 
T20 series,” Rohit said.

“We will have enough 
time to think about Test 
matches after that. If I try 
and stay in present, it works 
for me. Test matches are 
something I was looking 
forward to for a long time 
and it will be nice to go 
out there and play a Test 
match for India.” 
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Deadly clash erupts during 
Israel operation in Gaza

G  C , N  12 
(AFP): An exchange of 
ire erupted during an 

Israeli military operation 
in the Gaza Strip on Sun-
day, killing six Palestin-
ians and an Israeli soldier, 
of icials said, while poten-
tially dashing hopes that a 
recent agreement would 
restore calm.

As tensions rose fol-
lowing the clash, Israeli 
Prime Minister Benja-
min Netanyahu’s of ice 
said he would cut short 
his trip to Paris, where 
he had been attending 
World War I commemo-
rations, and return home.

Fawzi Barhoum, a 
spokesman for Hamas, 
the Islamist movement 
that runs the blockaded 
Gaza Strip, denounced a 
“cowardly Israeli attack”.

Palestinian security 
sources said the clash in-
cluded Israeli air strikes.

After the clash erupt-
ed, sirens were reported 
in southern Israel indi-
cating possible rocket 
ire from the Gaza Strip.

Ten launches from 
Gaza towards Israel 
were identi ied and two 
were intercepted by Is-
raeli missile defences, 
the army said. It was not 
immediately clear where 
the others had landed.

Details were still 
emerging of the incident 
that Palestinian of icials 
said occurred east of 
Khan Yunis in the south-
ern Gaza Strip.

Gaza’s health minis-
try said six Palestinians 

were killed. The dead in-
cluded a local commander 
for Hamas’s armed wing, 
the Ezzedine al-Qassam 
Brigades, the brigades said 
in a statement. He was 
identi ied as Nour Baraka.

Israel’s army con-
irmed one soldier was 

killed and another was 
injured.

“During an (Israeli) 
special forces operation-
al activity in the Gaza 
Strip, an exchange of ire 
evolved,” the army said in 
a statement.

“At this incident, an 
IDF of icer was killed and 
an additional of icer was 
moderately injured,” it 
added, referring to the 

Israel Defence Forces.
It added that the op-

eration was now over.
Hamas’s armed wing 

alleged in a statement 
that an Israeli special 
forces team in iltrated 
near Khan Yunis in a ci-
vilian car.

Israel’s military had 
not con irmed those de-
tails nor described what 
type of operation it car-
ried out.

A ground operation in-
side the Gaza Strip would 
be rare and likely signi i-
cantly boost tensions.

Israeli Defence Min-
ister Avigdor Lieberman 
held security consulta-
tions at military head-

quarters, his of ice said.
The clash comes after 

months of deadly unrest 
along the Gaza-Israel 
border had appeared to 
be calming.

Recent weeks have 
seen Israeli decisions to 
allow Qatar to provide the 
Gaza Strip with millions of 
dollars in aid for salaries 
as well as fuel to help ease 
an electricity crisis.

Netanyahu had earli-
er defended his decision 
to allow Qatar to transfer 
the cash to Gaza despite 
criticism from within 
his own government 
over the move, saying he 
wanted to avoid a war if 
it wasn’t necessary.

“I’m doing what I 
can, in coordination with 
the security establish-
ment, to return quiet to 
the southern communi-
ties, but also to prevent 
a humanitarian crisis,” 
Netanyahu said late Sat-
urday, referring to Israe-
li towns near the Gaza 
border and deteriorating 
conditions in the enclave.

Naftali Bennett, Net-
anyahu’s education min-
ister and right-wing rival, 
compared the cash low 
to “protection money” 
paid to criminals.

Lieberman said he had 
opposed “transferring the 
money to Hamas”.

Israel and Palestinian 

militants in Gaza have 
fought three wars since 
2008, and recent months 
of unrest have raised 
fears of a fourth.

Deadly clashes have 
accompanied major pro-
tests along the Gaza-Is-
rael border that began on 
March 30.

At least 227 Palestin-
ians have been killed by 
Israeli ire, the majority 
shot during protests and 
clashes, since the demon-
strations began, while 
others died in tank ire 
or air strikes.

Two Israeli soldiers have 
been killed in that time.

On Friday, Palestin-
ian civil servants began 
receiving payments after 
months of sporadic salary 
disbursements in cash-
strapped Gaza, with USD 
15 million delivered into 
the enclave through Israel 
in suitcases by Qatar.

A total of USD 90 mil-
lion is to be distributed 
in six monthly instal-
ments, Gaza authorities 
said, primarily to cover 
salaries of of icials work-
ing for Hamas.

Qatar has also said 
it would hand out 100 
to each of 50,000 poor 
families, as well as larg-
er sums to Palestinians 
wounded in clashes 
along the Gaza-Israel 
border. The Gulf emirate 
has also started buying 
additional fuel for Ga-
za’s sole power station, 
allowing outages to be 
reduced to their lowest 
level in years.

In China’s Himalayas, a wine 
‘ lying above the clouds’

A , N  12 (AFP): 
A 300 bottle of wine sold 
in the United States and 
Europe is made in the 
unlikeliest of places: at 
the foot of the Himalayas 
in China, where farmers 
sing traditional songs 
while picking grapes.

A stone’s throw away 
from Tibet, Ao Yun’s vine-
yards are located beneath 
the sacred Meili mountain 
at altitudes ranging up 
from 2,200 metres (7,218 
feet) in the southwestern 
province of Yunnan.

While wine consump-
tion is soaring in China, it 
is not known as a major 
producer, but French lux-
ury giant Moet Hennessy 
has bet on this remote lo-
cation to show the Asian 
country can produce a 
irst-class bottle of red.

It took four years for 
the company to ind the 
ideal spot in the vast 
country and the result 
was Ao Yun, Chinese for 
“ lying above the clouds”, 
which debuted in 2013.

“The place is magical, it 
has this wild side,” Maxence 
Dulou, Ao Yun’s estate man-
ager, told AFP as he careful-
ly inspected the grapes at 
one of the vineyards.

Dulou, 43, said he had 
“dreamed” of discover-
ing a great “terroir” -- the 
unique French term for 
the ground and climatic 
conditions in which grapes 
are grown -- in China since 
his university days.

The company want-
ed to show that a great 
wine could be made in 
China, where even local 
consumers trust French 
wines more than home-
grown products, he said.

The smooth full-bod-
ied blend of Cabernet 
Sauvignon and Caber-
net Franc has surprised 
many wine lovers.

Only 2,000 cases are 
produced per year and 
are sold in China, other 
Asian countries, the Unit-
ed States and Europe.

Moet Hennessy 
leased the vineyards for 
30 years from local farm-
ers in 2012 -- a decade af-
ter the municipal govern-
ment encouraged villag-
ers to switch from grow-
ing barley to grapevines 
in an attempt to kickstart 
the wine industry.

But without proper 
knowledge or training, 
they loundered until 
the luxury giant turned 
up, bringing a wealth of 
expertise and resources 
to four villages: Adong, 
Shuori, Sinong and Xidang.

The vineyards are 
situated in the middle of 
the Mekong, Yangtze and 
Salween rivers, a unique 
location which boasts 
moderate temperatures 
all year round so the vines 
do not need to be bur-
ied to prevent them from 
freezing in the winter.

The property is divid-
ed into more than 300 
small parcels spread over 
28 hectares and grapes 
are harvested by hand, 
requiring four times 
more work hours on av-
erage than the biggest 
vineyards in the world.

For villagers like 
42-year-old Ci Liwudui, 
who leases out his land 
and has family members 
working on the vineyard, 
the transformation of the 
farms that once grew ba-

sic crops into bustling, 
pro itable businesses 
was a godsend.

“It has brought good 
changes to the four vil-
lages, lots of change, 
we don’t have to wor-
ry about money, people 
don’t have to go out to 
work laborious jobs any-
more,” Ci said.

Dulou attributes the 
wine’s success to the 
collaboration between 
East and West. “The Chi-
nese are very creative 
and they are not afraid 
of change and that’s ex-
traordinary because you 
can be the most creative 
in the world, but if you 
are afraid of change there 
is no creativity,” the vini-
culturist said.

China’s appetite for 
wine has matured over 
the last 10 years, led by its 
burgeoning middle class.

The country is set 
to become the world’s 
second largest wine con-
sumer by 2021.

China’s wine market 
was worth 71 billion in 
2017 and is expected to 
grow 27 percent in the next 
ive years to nearly 91 bil-

lion, according to research 
group Euromonitor.

However, Chinese con-
sumers are turning their 
noses up at local wines, as 
imported wine consump-
tion grew over 17 percent 
year on year in 2017 while 
domestic wine sales plum-
meted for the ifth consec-
utive year.

Chinese wine has had 
a history of inconsistent 
quality, but Dulou is de-
termined to change the 
prejudice attached to the 
term ‘Made in China’. 

At least three killed 
in Kabul suicide 
attack: of icials

K , N  12 (AFP): At 
least three people were 
killed when a suicide at-
tacker blew himself up 
in Kabul Monday, close to 
where scores of Afghans 
had been protesting 
against Taliban attacks 
on the minority Hazara 
ethnic group.

Health ministry 
spokesman Wahid Ma-
jroh said another eight 
people were wounded in 
the blast, which struck in 
front of a high school in 
the downtown area of the 
Afghan capital.

A photo shared on 
WhatsApp showed several 
bodies laying on the ground.

“The suicide attacker 
on foot wanted to tar-
get protesters, but he 
was stopped at a securi-
ty checkpoint some 200 
metres from the site,” 
interior ministry deputy 
spokesman Nasrat Ra-
himi said.

“There have been 
casualties and I can say 
most of them are securi-
ty forces.” A police of icer 
at the scene said he could 
see 10 to 15 casualties on 
the ground, as well as body 
parts. He said most of the 
victims were members 
of Afghanistan’s intel-
ligence agency and po-
lice, which had been de-
ployed to secure the city 
during the protest.

“It was a huge blast 
near Istiqlal high school, very 
close to where the demon-
strators were gathering,” wit-
ness Qais Nawabi told AFP.

There was no imme-
diate claim of responsi-
bility for the attack.

Demonstrators, in-
cluding university stu-
dents, had taken to the 
streets of Kabul to de-
mand the deployment of 
military reinforcements 
to two Hazara-dominated 
districts in the southeast-
ern province of Ghazni 
which have been attacked 
by the Taliban.

The explosion came 
as Afghan security forces 
step up ground and air 
offensives in Jaghori and 
Malistan districts, where 
Hazara pro-government 
ighters and Afghan 

troops are battling the 
militants.

Fighting in the area 
has been ongoing since 
Wednesday, fanning fears 
that the violence could be 
rooted in ethnic or sec-
tarian differences.

Most Hazaras belong to 
the Shiite branch of Islam.

The Taliban, which 
are Sunni and largely eth-
nic Pashtuns, have been 
accused of committing 
human rights violations 
against the group during 
their oppressive 1996-
2001 rule.

“We have no news 
from our people living 
there,” Asif Ashna, one of 
the protesters, said in a 
Facebook live broadcast.

“If the government’s 
duty is to protect the lives 
of the people then why have 
they not taken any measures 
in the past week?” Protester 
Ishaq Anis told AFP that se-
curity forces should be per-
manently based in Jaghori 
and Malistan to prevent 
“further attacks against 
Hazara people”. 

Saudi minister calls for 1 mln 
bpd global oil output cut

A  D , N  12 
(AFP): Saudi Arabia’s 
energy minister called Mon-
day for a global output cut of 
one million barrels per day 
to re-balance the market, as 
Riyadh unveiled plans to cut 
production by 500,000 bpd 
from December.

“The technical analysis 
we reviewed yesterday 
shows that we need a re-
duction approaching one 
million bpd to balance the 
market,” Khalid al-Falih 
told an energy conference 
in Abu Dhabi.

The proposed reduc-
tion is from October pro-
duction levels, Falih said.

Oil prices have shed 
a ifth of their value over 
the past month due to 
oversupply and signs of a 
softer-than-expected im-
pact from US sanctions on 
Iranian crude exports.

But they climbed on 
Monday as the world’s big-
gest supplier Saudi Arabia 
announced plans to cut 
production in response to 
fears of oversupply.

Falih said Saudi Ara-
bia, the world’s largest 
oil supplier, would cut its 
production by 500,000 
bpd as of next month to 
help stabilise the market.

The 14 members of the 
Organisation of Petroleum 
Exporting Countries, which 
include Saudi Arabia, alone 
pump over a third of global 
crude supply.

Any of icial decision 
on global output cuts will 
be made at a key ministe-
rial meeting for OPEC and 
non-OPEC producers in 
Vienna in early December, 
Falih said.

Oil producers will con-
tinue to evaluate the mar-
ket data prior to the Vien-

na summit, “but if we need 
to trim production by one 
million bpd, we will do,” 
Falih added.

The UAE’s energy min-
ister, Suhail al-Mazrouei, 
said balancing the market 
would “require changes in 
the strategy” of producers.

“We need not overreact” 
to falling prices, Mazrouei said, 
adding that crude was a dy-
namic market.

Iraqi energy minister 
spokesman Assem Jihad 
told AFP his country, also 
an OPEC member, was 
hoping for “any decision 
that would help balance 
and stabilise the market”.

Brent crude dropped 
below 70 a barrel on Fri-
day for the irst time since 
April but it was trading 
above 71 a barrel on Mon-

day. West Texas Intermedi-
ate crude also dropped to a 
nine-month low, below 60 a 
barrel. It was trading above 
61 on Monday.

Khalid al-Falih’s com-
ments followed a meeting 
in Abu Dhabi at the week-
end, where major pro-
ducers started laying the 
groundwork to cut supply 
in 2019, reversing an al-
most year-long expansion.

The group, including 
Russia and Saudi Arabia, 
warned that crude sup-
ply would outstrip de-
mand next year. In a inal 
statement, they said they 
had “reviewed current 
oil supply and demand 
fundamentals and noted 
that 2019 prospects point 
to higher supply growth 
than global requirements”.  



8 SummitTIMES | 13 Nov 2018

Owner, Printer, Publisher Dr. ROMA KANTI ALLEY, Printed at M/S. Baba Offset Press Works Pvt.  Ltd., Tadong Bazaar, East Sikkim, Gangtok, Pin: 737102  and Published from Santa Bhawan Complex, Near Diesel Power House, Gangtok,
East Sikkim- 737101, District- East, Gangtok, State- Sikkim Editor: PURAN TAMANG. Phone- [03592] 208698 E-mail- news@summittimes.com  ~  letters@summittimes.com

EtCETERA

GAL IN GREEN!   The This Is Us star, Mandy 
Moore, wears a bright green dress with some 
amazing yellow shoes at the Garnier Whole Blends 
Support UNICEF in Los Angeles.
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ARIES: You shouldn’t have 
any problem getting your way 
in most areas of life, Aries. The 
time is ripe for you to take the 
lead. Unfortunately, there may 
be one important part of your life 
that isn’t going exactly to plan, 
and this is love and romance. 
It’s likely that you will run into a 
tremendously stubborn attitude 
that you can’t seem to break 
through. It could be your own.
TAURUS: Have fun with loved 
ones, Taurus. Put your worries 
aside. Don’t think of the possi-
ble negative consequences of 
having a good time. Focus on 
the fun and excitement of the 
moment. You have the ability 
to create fantastically strong 
bonds between you and your 
romantic partner. Love is in 
your favor, so act with confi -
dence. There is no reason to 
feel bad or insecure in any way. 

Hold your head high.
GEMINI: You’re the secret jew-
el, Gemini. You’re apt to be ex-
tremely loving and devoted to 
those who recognize this in you. 
There is no reason to shrink back 
and hide. Put on your royal air 
and fl aunt your stuff . Your peace-
ful, charming nature shines 
through, and you radiate the god-
like qualities you have within. 
Whoever shares your company 
tonight is extremely lucky. Make 
sure this person is worthy of you.
CANCER: You may feel locked 
in a bind of deep emotion and 
stubborn attitudes with close 
friends or lovers, Cancer. Per-
haps it’s hard for you to say 
what you really feel. You may 
be under the impression that 
you’re being tested and judged 
by everyone else. Try not to 
let your ego get in the way of 
a good time. Say what you feel 

without getting worried about 
how others will react.
LEO: Your spirit sparkles, Leo. 
You may feel fi lled with tremen-
dous energy as you go about 
your day. Your sense of adven-
ture is high, and there’s very little 
that gets you down. One area 
that might be diffi  cult to deal with 
right now is love and romance. 
You may feel like this is the one 
domain in which things aren’t go-
ing the way you’d like them to. 
Patience is the secret.
VIRGO: You may feel yourself 
slipping into a deeper under-
standing with a close friend or 
loved one, Virgo. Romantic situ-
ations are heating up, and you’re 
slowly letting your inhibitions 
fade away so they’re completely 
absent. You realize the exuber-
ance and excitement that come 
when you come out of hiding and 
let your playful spirit charm the 

world. Put serious subjects aside 
and make time to have fun and 
be more social.
LIBRA: Most of the time it’s 
good to have strong opinions 
and be independent and willful, 
Libra. But there are other times 
when this attitude turns peo-
ple away you’re hoping to draw 
closer. There’s a stubborn yet 
sensitive attitude in your world of 
romance that may be diffi  cult for 
you to deal with. Perhaps you’re 
taking a more rational approach 
to things while your loved one is 
taking a more emotional one.
SCORPIO: Sensual, passion-
ate lovemaking is defi nitely on 
the agenda of activities for to-
night, Scorpio. Fun, excitement, 
romance, and love are all key 
themes likely to take precedence 
if you have anything to say about 
it - and you do. Don’t let some-
one else dictate your path for 

you. You know what you want, 
so don’t say you don’t care when 
you do. Love is coming your way. 
Learn how to grab it.
SAGITTARIUS: You may 
feel like the brakes have been 
slammed in the romance depart-
ment, Sagittarius. Realize that 
this doesn’t mean you have to 
stop having fun. Laughter and 
good times are in store for you 
today as long as you don’t get 
hung up on the slow pace of your 
love life. You can have a good 
time while taking things one step 
at a time. Savor each moment. 
Don’t try to rush to the next
CAPRICORN: The stars indi-
cate that love and romance are 
in your favor, Capricorn. You will 
fi nd that this area of your life is go-
ing well. Shower your partner with 
aff ection. You honey’s ego needs 
to be stroked. However, don’t spoil 
him or her to the point that your 

mate becomes self-centered and 
ends up disregarding all of your 
wants and needs.
AQUARIUS: Your sensitive, 
sensual side is being drawn 
out, Aquarius. You may feel 
like your romantic side is on 
display. You’re like a dancer 
onstage, and you accept this 
role with pleasure! There’s a 
great combination of energies 
at work letting you become 
more realistic about love and 
approach it with dramatic fl air 
and courage.
PISCES: Come out of your 
shell and be proud of your 
sensitive side, Pisces. Al-
though you may feel vulnera-
ble when it comes to love and 
romance, this doesn’t mean 
that you have to hide it. You 
may think that everyone else 
has it together in this depart-
ment, but don’t be fooled. 

Pain gives birth to something 
stronger, deeper: Nandita Das

K , N  12 (PTI): Actor and director Nandi-
ta Das on Sunday said that the beauty about art is that 
pain gives rise to something stronger and deeper.

Das, whose 2018 ilm ‘Manto’ on famous Urdu au-
thor Saadat Hasan Manto would be screened at the 24th 
Kolkata International Film Festival (KIFF), said the writ-
er had produced his best stories in his worst times.

“It is true artistes, writers, ilmmakers lourish most 
when they go through really bad times,” the actor said.

At the same time, she came up with the refer-
ence of Ritwik Ghatak and Satyajit Ray as a count-
er-point and exceptions to her initial argument.

“I don’t know if there is a direct connection. Because 
great ilmmakers such as Ritwik Ghatak and Satyajit Ray, 
processed life differently and reacted to life differently.

“However, the beauty about art remains that 
pain gives rise to something stronger, something 
deeper,” she observed while delivering the Saty-
ajit Ray Memorial Lecture at the 24th KIFF.

Speaking on the present situation in the world, Das 
said, “In a way for me, doing Manto was a great pain. 
As the world today is so full of strife, which is constant-
ly dividing us and telling us how we are different.”

Stating that sectarian violence was causing is-
sures in humanity, she said, “We are divided in the 
name of religion, caste, gender and colour of skin.”

Tracing the life of Manto, who died in 1955 in Lahore at 
the age of 43, Das said, “Manto had spoken the inconvenient 
truth and faced hardships in his life. It happens to many of us 
till this date, when people get imprisoned and I am trolled.”

She said to do a ilm on ‘Manto’ was not just 
to introduce viewers to the man he was.

“It is rather to support the Mantos that exist today.
The ilm will make us uncomfortable col-

lectively as a society,” she said.
Nawazuddin Siddiqui plays the charac-

ter of writer Saadat Hasan Manto in the ilm.

Signs that Taylor Swift Isn’t 
Done With Country Music 

Morricone denies slamming Tarantino, 
threatens to sue over ‘false’ interview

L  A , N  12 (PTI): Veteran 
Italian music composer Ennio Mor-
ricone has rubbished the interview 
with Playboy Germany in which he 
was quoted calling director Quentin 
Tarantino “a cretin”.

In the interview, Morricone, who 
won the Oscar for his work on Taranti-
no’s “The Hateful Eight”, was quoted as 
criticising the ilmmaker for his “trash” 
ilms. The music composer released a 

statement Sunday in which he dubbed 
the comments “totally false”.

Morricone denied giving any in-
terview to the magazine and even 
threatened legal action against the 
publication.

“I have not given an interview to 
‘Playboy Germany’ and even more, I 
have never called Tarantino a cretin 
and certainly do not consider his ilms 
garbage. I have given a mandate to my 
lawyer in Italy to take civil and penal ac-
tion,” the 90-year-old composer said in 
a statement obtained by Variety.

The composer said he considers 
Tarantino as “one of the greatest direc-
tors of this time” and owes his Academy 
Award to the ilmmaker.

“I am very fond of my collaboration 
with him and the relationship we have 
developed during the time we have 
spent together. He is courageous and 
has an enormous personality.

“I credit Tarantino for being one of 
the people responsible for getting me 
an Oscar, which is for sure one of the 
greatest acknowledgments of my ca-
reer, and I am forever grateful for the 
opportunity to compose music for his 
ilm,” he said.

When Taylor Swift released her irst all-pop album back in 
2014, it seemed like she was saying goodbye to her country 
music roots. 

It was an amicable artist-genre split, and it wasn’t en-
tirely unexpected. Taylor’s sound began crossing over from 
country to pop long before the release of 1989. And when 
the time came to make it of icial, both Taylor and the in-
dustry that made her a star handled the apparent breakup 
remarkably well. 

Taylor was presented with the Milestone Award at the 
2015 ACM Awards, and she thanked “the country music 
community” for its “grace” when she “[said] that I had 
made a pop album, and that I wanted to go explore oth-
er genres.” She said she was “grateful” and “unbelievably 
proud” of what country music taught her. 

It looked like a fairytale ending to Taylor’s picture-perfect 
country career, but as we’d later see, this love story wasn’t over. 

Pop music was obviously enough to pay the bills that 
year, but Taylor didn’t completely cut ties to country music. 
She wrote a breakup ballad called “Better Man” for Little Big Town (which went on to win a CMA 
Award for Song of the Year), and she made a surprise appearance at the 2016 CMA Awards.

She’d more than proven her success as a pop singer, but Taylor couldn’t be con ined solely 
to this new genre. Earlier this year, she eased right back into her role as a country queen when 
she lent her vocals to Sugarland’s “Babe,” a song she co-wrote with Train’s Pat Monahan for 
her 2012 album, Red.


