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FARMER GETS RS 1,064 
FOR 750 KG OF ONION; 
SENDS MONEY TO PM 

pg03

Give us Bodoland or lose 
people’s support in 2019: 

Bodo organisations to BJP
pg05

INDIA TO HOST G 20 
SUMMIT FOR THE 

FIRST TIME IN 2022
pg02

CAREER COUNSELLING and STUDY ABROAD 
with Mindscan Education, Noida

04-06 Dec, 2018
Hotel Rendezvous, Gangtok

an initiative of 

in association with SummitTimes

4th Dec, 9.30 am-
Topic:

(a) How to choose subjects for class 11 ( for class 9 and 10 
students)

4th Dec, 4 pm- 
Topic : 

(a)  Myths vs reality - Studying outside India 
(b)  Which course / career stream to pursue after class 12 ( 

in India or Abroad )

5th Dec, 9: 30 AM

(a) How to plan your college / university education

5th Dec, 4 pm- 
(a)  Myths vs reality - Studying outside India 
(b)  Which course / career stream to pursue after class 12 ( 

in India or Abroad)

WALK IN EVENT. 
FREE FOR ALL

For individual counseling, students have to register 
at Hotel Rendezvous counter from 1st Dec onwards

FLAT 
AVAILABLE 
FOR RENT 

Fully furnished, 
3 Bedroom fl at 

available for 
rent at Church 

Road, Near Diesel 
Power House. 
Conveniently 

located by the 
roadside and a 
5-minute walk 

from M.G. Marg. 
Suitable for 

Coporate Offi ce 
and Guest House. 

For further 
details please 

Contact: 9434117687
/9083826462

On “as in where is”  basis lowest amount of the tender should not below then Rs. 2,10,000/- (Two 
Lakh Ten Thousand Only). Sealed tender should reached to the of ice of Chief Executive Of icer, 
Sikkim Tourism Development Corporation, Hotel Mayur, P.S. Road, Gangtok. 
Duly accompanied by the earnest money in the form of  TDR of Rs. 10,000/- (Rupees Ten Thousand 
only ) drawn in the favour of Sikkim  Tourism Development  Corporation as in 19th December 2018. 
The tender will be opened on the next day (i.e. 20th Dec. 2018) between 15.00 hrs  - 16.00 hrs in 
the presence of Tender Committee and interested party at Sikkim Tourism Development Corporations 
, Hotel Mayur, P.S. Road , Gangtok. 
The vehicle can be inspected at Burtuk Heliped with the permission of Assistant Manager, Burtuk 
Heliped during working hour between 10.00 hrs to 15.00 hrs. 

Sikkim Tourism Development Corporation reserves the right to reject any or all the tender without 
assigning any reason thereof. 

Tender form could be collected by paying Rs. 1000/- (Non Refundable) from below mentioned 
address(during of ice hour between 10.00 hrs to 15.00 hrs.)

1. Sikkim Tourism Development Corporation, Hotel Mayur, P.S. Road , Gangtok. 
2. STDC, Travel Division Of ice, M./G. Marg , Gangtok
3. STDCD Burtuk Heliped

NOTICE INVITING TENDER
Sealed tender invited  from the interested irm/ individual for the Auction of the Vehicle belonging to 
Sikkim Tourism Development Department Corporation bearing the following description :-

Particulars of the vehicle
1 Make /Model Toyota Innova Year of manufacture

Engine No- 2KD 6401834 Nov-09
Chassis No MBJ11JV4007194845

Life of the vehicle 09 Years
Vehicle Registered No SK-01-Z-0048  

Offset value as vaulted by SNT Division Transport Deptt, Govt. of Sikkim: - Rs. 2,10,000/-

Particulars of the vehicle
3 Make /Model Toyota Innova Year of manufacture

Engine No- 2KD6402065 Nov-09
Chassis No MBJ11JV4007195018

Life of the vehicle 09 Years
Vehicle Registered No SK-01-Z-0051

Offset value as vaulted by SNT Division Transport Deptt, Govt. of Sikkim: - Rs. 2,10,000/-

Sd/-

Chief Executive Of icer,
Sikkim Tourism Development Corporation 

Hotel Mayur, 1st Floor
P.S. Road, Gangtok

MAKING A LIVING: Fishing in Rongni Chu, Singtam, is not a hobby but a live-
lihood for some here. Unfortunately, they do not have any appointed place in their own hometown to sell the 
catch and have to hawk it on foot through the bazaar, to hotels and even the highway. [from YOGEN THATAL]

check out an 
experiment with 

some podcasting 
from Sikkim. 

Visit our website 
www.summittimes.com 

or find us on SoundCloud at 
https://soundcloud.com/tshering-

eden-506860426/stray-thoughts-o1

Corruption has outstripped 
development in Sikkim: Golay

SKM’S PARIVARTAN SANKALP YATRA REACHES DARAMDIN

SUMMIT REPORT
G , 02 D : 

The fourth day of the 
Parivartan Sankalp 

Yatra of Sikkim Kranti-
kari Morcha president, 
PS Tamang [Golay], start-
ed with an interaction 
with residents of Tham-
bong and Aalleytaar un-
der Daramdin constitu-
ency on Sunday. While 
conferring with the peo-
ple to discuss their griev-
ances and aspirations, he 
also lashed out against 
the SDF Government, 
contending that corrup-

tion has outstripped de-
velopment in the State.

Thambong residents 
shared their grievances 
with regard to usuriously 
high electricity bills de-
spite erratic power sup-
ply in their area, an SKM 
press release informs. 

They also complained 
that even after having 
provided allotment or-
ders for house construc-
tion in 2014, the State 
Government has not 
started any work on site 
till date, the release adds. 

In his interactions 

with the people, Mr Ta-
mang assured to make 
all arrangements to pro-
vide employment to local 
people and provide price 
support, incentive sup-
port and proper market 
for local farmers after 
SKM forms a government 
in Sikkim.

The release goes on 
to contend that the State 
government has just 
been providing pieces 
of paper in the name of 
bene its at Janta Melas be-
cause neither real delivery

turn to pg02

Sikkim’s Futsal stars share Colombia 
experience and future dreams

NITESH R PRADHAN
G , 2 D :

Three Futsal players 
from Sikkim - Boxer 

Pradhan, Sangay Chopel 
Bhutia and Ashwin Rai 
- who were part of the 
Under-21 Team India is 
back to the capital after 
representing the coun-
try at the Its AMF Futsal 
under 20 championship, 
Valledupar, Columbia 
from Nov 18 to 26, held 
in Colombia.

Sikkim’s Bishal Chettri 

was the coach for Team 
India. They unanimously 
thanked all the sport-lov-
ers and citizens for their 
prayers, best wishes and 
now the congratulations 
coming their way.

Futsal Association of 
Sikkim (FAS) with Remon 
Chettri as its president 
has been instrumental in 
bringing the boys togeth-
er and hone their skills.

Coach Bishal Chettri, 
also part of the FAS, 
stated that within a 

year since FAS was for-
malised, it has come 
across impressive Futsal 
talent in the State.

“Seriousness at all 
levels is what is required 
now,” he stressed.

Pointing out there 
was still no proper Futsal 
stadium in Sikkim, he 
shared that players were 
now feeling the desper-
ate need for such facili-
ties not just in Gangtok 
but in all the districts.

turn to pg02

34 years after 
Bhopal gas 
leak, survivors 
continue to 
ight for proper 

rehabilitation 
B , D  2 (PTI): 
Thirty-four years after 
the Bhopal gas tragedy, 
survivors continue to de-
mand proper rehabilita-
tion and adequate com-
pensation besides prop-
er medical treatment for 
ailments caused by the 
toxic leak.

In what is termed as 
the world’s worst indus-
trial disaster, over 15,000 
people were killed after 
methyl isocyanate leaked 
on the intervening night 
of December 2-3, 1984 
from the pesticide plant 
of Union Carbide India 
Limited (UCIL) in the city.

More than ive lakh 
people were affected due 
to the toxic leak.

Various organisations 
ighting for gas leak sur-

vivors have been seeking 
proper medical care, ade-
quate compensation and 
cleaning of the ground-
water and soil which be-
came contaminated after 
the incident.

The survivors’ bodies 
including the Bhopal Gas 
Peedit Mahila Stationery 
Karmchari Sangh, Bhopal 
Gas Peedit Mahila Pu-
rush Sangharsh Morcha, 
Children Against Dow 
Carbide and the Bhopal 
Group for Information 
and Action (BGIA) issued 
a joint statement Sun-
day accusing the Madhya 
Pradesh and central gov-
ernments of neglecting 
the victims.

Rachna Dhingra of 
the Bhopal Group for 
Information and Action 
said, “Recent scienti ic 
studies show that deaths 
and diseases attributable 
to exposure to Union 
Carbide’s gases continue 
to occur in Bhopal. Yet, 
over 80 per cent of the 
recommendations of the 
Supreme Court-appoint-
ed monitoring commit-
tee for medical rehabili-
tation of victims remain 
to be implemented.

Further, funds meant 
for providing employ-
ment to survivors and 
their children are be-
ing diverted for building 
roads, drains and parks by 
a minister for his electoral 
constituency, she alleged.

President of the Bho-
pal Gas Peedit Mahila Sta-
tionery Karmchari Sangh 
Rashida Bee said, “Since 
2004...the contamination 
has spread to 42 settle-
ments around the factory 
with a population of over 
one hundred thousand. 
But, the governments at 
the state and the centre 
have done nothing.” 

While claiming that 
about 20,000 persons 
died due to the gas trage-
dy and its subsequent ef-
fects, convener of Bhopal 
Gas Peedit Mahila Udyog 
Sanghathan (BGPMUS) 
Abdul Jabbar said, “The 
pittance which was dis-
bursed as compensation 

turn to pg02
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in most instances was never enough to take care of 
their daily needs.

“Finding gainful employment in accordance with the 
reduced capacity to work, and to lead a digni ied life has 
been a serious challenge for survivors,” he said.

Accusing the state government of persistent ap-
athy, Jabbar said, “Proper protocol for treatment of 
most gas-related ailments has not been evolved even 
after 34 years.” 

Jabbar also alleged that the toxic waste generat-
ed during UCIL’s operation from 1969 to 1984 was 
dumped in and around the plant, leading to severe 
soil and water contamination.

“A comprehensive study to estimate the extent and 
gravity of the damage has not been carried out. In-
stead, the magnitude of the problem has been grossly 
underestimated by authorities,” he said.

34 years after Bhopal...

The team members also sought partial fund-
ing from state and centre to take the sport further 
in Sikkim.

The stressed that infrastructure was the primary 
requirement for the sport which will not only help in 
honing the talent of budding enthusiasts but also at-
tract funding from private and corporate sectors.

While taking about their Colombia experience, 
they shared that this was their irst exposure at an in-
ternational tournament and informed that Futsal was 
“huge abroad”.

Requesting the State Government for funds to cre-
ate infrastructure and arrange other logistical sup-
port, the expressed hope that this will come about 
and help develop Sikkim as a national and interna-
tional futsal tournament hosting region.

Sikkim’s Futsal stars...

nor any development has taken place at the ground level. 
He also lambasted the State Government for mak-

ing announcements when elections have approached 
and questioned the government on why no laptops 
were distributed to students between the years 2014 
and 2017 if the gesture was earnest. 

He accused the SDF government and the CM of 
favouritism and allowing family and relatives to 
skim the cream. On the same, Mr Tamang urged 
the people to support SKM to establish “people’s 
rule in the State”.

He mentioned that due to the active role of SKM 
as the main opposition, the State Government has be-
gun doing the people’s work. He asserted that it was 
unlikely that the SDF government will be able to deliv-
er on its promises in the ive months left till the next 
elections when it has remained unable to do so in the 
last 25 years. 

He stressed that the government should ensure 
economic development of every citizen along with 
the development of the State. Instead, the State was 
currently in deep debt. 

He also alleged rampant corruption in the govern-
ment, claiming that corruption was underway on an 
even larger scale than development here.

The release informs that public meetings were 
also held at Anden and Aalleytaar were also addressed 
by working president, MP Subba, vice president West 
District in-charge, DB Gurung and West District in-
charge, LN Nepal, of the party.

Another SKM press release informs that ward lev-
el committee members of Hamro Sikkim Party of Cha-
lamthang under Martam-Rumtek constituency of i-
cially joined SKM on Saturday. President Manoj Bhat-
tarai, vice-president Prashant Rijal, general secretary 
Shrawan Tamang and joint secretary Michael Lepcha 
of the ward level committee of HSP have joined SKM.

Corruption has outstripped...

India’s poor, on the frontlines of 
India’s polarizing pollution war

UZMI ATHER
N  D , D  2 (PTI): 
Air puri iers for the af lu-
ent, masks for the not so 
rich and inhaling pol-
luted air all day -- with-
out literally a breather 
-- for those who can’t 
afford a roof over their 
heads. It’s maximum ex-
posure for millions of 
people who are bearing 
the brunt of hazardous 
air quality, say experts.

As the air quality 
index (AQI) hovers be-
tween “very poor” and 
“severe”, slipping into 
“poor” on better days, 
the toxic air and hazy 
skies over the Del-
hi-NCR region and other 
parts of India are driv-
ing one more wedge be-
tween the haves and the 
have-nots, leaving those 
forced to live and work in 
the outdoors vulnerable 
to pulmonary and other 
diseases.

“The class bias is ev-
ident when the pollution 
level peaks,” said Sunita 
Narain, who heads the 
Centre for Science and 
Environment (CSE) and 
is a member of the Su-
preme Court-appointed 
Environment Pollution 
(Prevention & Control). 

“We can ight pollu-
tion only when author-
ities think about both 
rich and poor and both 
join hands in this ight to 
protect the environment, 
otherwise the rich can 
roam in diesel vehicles 
and use puri iers to pro-
tect themselves but the 
poor face more exposure 
and do not even have 
money for treatment,” 
Narain told PTI.

Rickshaw pullers and 
construction workers 
are the worst hit. And 
19-year-old Shyam, who 
recently moved from 
Darbhanga in Bihar to 
Delhi to become a rick-
shaw puller, is proof that 
pollution hits us all, but 

some more than others.
“I am saving money 

for a computer course 
but my health has been 
poor for the last one 
month,” said the 
youngster, adding 
that he had spent all 
his savings in getting 
treatment for a recent 
respiratory infection.

“We can’t afford the 
hi- i masks that we of-
ten see our passengers 
wear,” Shyam said with a 
wry laugh.

These day, he said, 
he feels he pedals with a 
weight on his chest.

The rickshaw is home 
for Shyam. Rupak, who 
came to Delhi from Ro-
urkela 30 years ago, 
escapes into his hum-
ble home in east Delhi’s 
Trilokpuri area at night 
but his fragile health 
is evidence of the long 
hours spent outdoors.

The 49-year-old 
boasts that he could not 
so long ago ride his rick-
shaw faster than most 
autos. But it is that time 
of the year when he 
slows down, not because 
of his age but because of 
the alarming pollution.

“It becomes dif icult 
to breathe if I ride fast-
er and my eyes burn. On 
normal days, I earn up to 

Rs 500 per day. But in the 
winter months, I manage 
to earn just Rs 300-350 
per day,” Rupak said.

“There were days 
when I had to go without 
food, but this exposure to 
toxic smog is the worst,” 
he added.

Some reports esti-
mate there are 700,000 
cycle rickshaws plying on 
Delhi roads.

Then there are con-
struction workers, who 
not only face prolonged 
exposure to toxic air but 
also lose their means of 
livelihood when the gov-
ernment bans construc-
tion activities when pol-
lution levels peak.

Radha, 35, has 
worked at various sites of 
city for the past 15 years 
and jokes that she has a 
contribution in building 
this city.

“On some good days I 
manage to earn as much 
as Rs 600 per day We 
are the irst ones to lose 
our work when pollu-
tion in the city increases. 
This year, we were not 
allowed to work for 12 
days in November which 
made it dif icult to sup-
port ourselves, she said.

Now, when the work 
has resumed, a wrack-
ing cough has stopped 

her from putting in a full 
day’s work. Faiz, who is 
working alongside Rad-
ha at a construction site 
in Greater Noida, said 
the job might just kill 
them all. “We see various 
government advisories 
telling people to stay in-
doors and wear masks 
when stepping outside 
but we don’t have that 
luxury. We have to work 
for 12 hours in this pol-
lution which I feel ulti-
mately kill us,” Faiz said.

Though there are no 
exact igures available 
for the impact on pol-
lution on those who 
work and live out-
doors, there is enough 
anecdotal evidence.

According to Shahid 
Khan, a doctor at a Pat-
parganj mohalla clinic, 
the number of people 
complaining of dif iculty 
in breathing and burning 
of eyes increases expo-
nentially when the pollu-
tion level peaks.

“There is specially 
a rise in the number of 
construction workers, 
rickshaw pullers and 
hawkers who face con-
tinuous exposure to toxic 
air,” Khan said. 

S Chakrabarti, a doc-
tor at the Safdarjung 
Hospital, added that 

prolonged manual work 
while breathing polluted 
air can lead to diseases 
like chronic bronchitis, 
asthma, respiratory in-
fection and chronic ob-
structive pulmonary dis-
ease (COPD).

Routine exposure 
to PM2.5 pollutants can 
lead to diseases like can-
cer and increases chanc-
es of stroke.

It is important to 
make people understand 
that pollution is not an 
“elite” problem as some 
political parties are 
making it out to be, 
said Jyoti Pande Lava-
kare, co-founder, Care 
for Air NGO.

“In fact, it’s just the 
opposite. The rich have 
easy access to masks 
and puri iers besides 
common protections of 
home and clean energy 
options,” said Lavakare. 

“Like with any other 
inequity, it is our poor, 
our sick, our children 
and elderly who bear the 
worst brunt of air pol-
lution. The poor are the 
worst affected Rickshaw 
pullers, auto rickshaw 
drivers, even our traf ic 
policemen, are the worst 
sufferers, in the irst line 
of assault of dirty, toxic 
air,” she said.

Civil society pulls off 
queue-less voting in 

booth in Mizoram

A , D  2 (PTI): A civ-
il society at Project Veng 
locality in Kolasib town 
near here have claimed 
that they managed to 
avoid long queues, which 
causes inconvenience 
to voters, during the 
Mizoram Assembly elec-
tions on November 28.

The exercise, called 
‘Zero-Waiting’ or ‘Queue-
less’, was a grand success 
due to the coordinated 
efforts of the voters, the 
vice president of the lo-
cal branch of the Young 
Mizo Association (YMA), 
Lalthlana Ngente, said.

The exercise was 
carried out at the Proj-
ect Veng locality polling 
booth near Mizoram-As-
sam border, Ngente said.

The YMA had sought 
permission from the 
election department 
about the programme 
and got a green signal, 
Ngente added.

The YMA leaders di-

vided all 966 registered 
voters into groups of 60 
people in accordance 
with the enrolment in the 
voters’ list, Ngente said, 
adding that each group 
was allotted half an hour 
as voting time.

The group of voters 
were noti ied through 
public address system 
and they were asked to 
reach the polling station 
at least 15 minutes before 
their allotted polling time 
started, Ngente explained. 
The voters did not have to 
stand in queues, the YMA 
leader said.

Therefore no politi-
cal party workers could 
approach them and give 
them money to purchase 
their votes, Ngente said.

Over 80 per cent of 
the voters in the poll-
ing station exercised 
their franchise and 
the voting process was 
over by 3 pm, the YMA 
leader added.

India to host G-20 summit for the irst time in 2022
B  A , D  2 (PTI): For 
the irst time, India will host the 
annual G-20 summit in 2022, co-
inciding with the country’s 75th 
anniversary of Independence.

Prime Minister Narendra Modi 
made the announcement at the 
closing ceremony of the 13th G-20 
summit here in the Argentinian 
capital on Saturday.

He thanked Italy for allowing 
India to play the host. Italy was 
to host the international forum 
of the world’s top 20 economies 
in 2022. The 14th edition will be 
held in Japan while Saudi Arabia 
will host the 15th.

“In 2022 India completes 75 
years since Independence. In that 
special year, India looks forward to 
welcoming the world to the G-20 
Summit! Come to India, the world’s 
fastest growing large economy! 
Know India’s rich history and di-
versity, and experience the warm 
Indian hospitality,” Modi tweeted 
after making the announcement.

G-20 members comprise Ar-
gentina, Australia, Brazil, Cana-
da, China, the European Union, 
France, Germany, India, Indonesia, 
Italy, Japan, Mexico, Russia, Saudi 
Arabia, South Africa, South Korea, 
Turkey, the UK and the US.

Collectively, the G-20 econo-
mies account for nearly 90 per 
cent of the gross world product, 
80 per cent of world trade, two-
thirds of the world population, 
and approximately half of the 
world land area. 

During the G-20 summit, Prime 
Minister Modi noted that the 
grouping has completed 10 years 
and highlighted the cooperation 
among the members that restored 
growth and revival of growth post 
2008 economic meltdown. 

The prime minister also spoke 

about the role of the G-20 in car-
rying through the 14th General 
Quota Review of the IMF; the role 
which the G-20 played in opera-
tionalising the BEPS (Base Ero-
sion and Pro it Shifting) which is 
related to international taxation 
and also the automatic exchange of 
information on tax matters, Indian 
Sherpa, Shaktikanta Das said.

The Prime Minister also high-
lighted the current challenges 
which the global economy, espe-
cially the emerging economies 
face. He highlighted on the threat 
of increasing inancial vulnerabili-
ties mainly arising from the mon-
etary policies of advance econo-
mies, oil price volatility, Das, the 
former economic affairs secretary, 
said while brie ing reporters.

The prime minister also spoke 
about the unsynchronised policies 
of advanced economies and the 
uneven pace of the revival of the 
economies of various countries. 
He talked about the escalating 
trade tensions and the collater-
al damage it causes to the least 
developed countries and other 
emerging economies, Das said, 
referring mainly to the ongoing 
US-China trade war.

Prime Minister also talked 

about various multilateral institu-
tions and stressed that there is a 
need to adopt the policy of a proac-
tive and reformed multilateralism 
basically to activate the various 
multilateral, Das said.

Modi also highlighted and 
stressed the price stability of crude 
oil because any instability in crude 
prices causes a lot of pressure, es-
pecially on domestic economies to 
adapt their economic policies be-
cause of price luctuations.

He pointed out that such price 
luctuations affect and put a big 

pressure on the budgetary re-
sources and the domestic inances 
of the emerging economies.

Another important point which 
the prime minister highlight-
ed is the need for carrying out 
reforms in the World Trade Or-
ganisation (WTO).

He stressed that reforming the 
WTO is very important and said it 
is not only important but it is also 
necessary to carry forward the 
dialogue on trade, in services and 
promoting the global value chain 
in the agricultural sector. 

The Prime Minister also high-
lighted was the need to adopt the 
nine point action plan on econom-
ic fugitives, Das said.

Dalai Lama 
reaches 
Farrukhabad 
for religious 
programme
F , D  2 
(PTI): Tibetan spiritual 
leader the Dalai Lama 
arrived here Sunday for 
a three-day religious pro-
gramme from Monday.

“The Dalai Lama 
landed at the airport by 
a chartered plane. Far-
rukhabad Lok Sabha MP 
Mukesh Rajput, senior 
of icials of the dis-
trict administration 
and followers of Bud-
dhism welcomed him,” 
District Magistrate 
Monika Rani said. The 
83-year-old leader will 
deliver sermons at YBS 
Centre Rajghat Sankisa 
near Farrukhabad-Main-
puri boundary during 
the Dhamm Pravachan 
Samaroh.

His followers from 
various countries such 
as the US, Germany, Aus-
tralia, the Netherlands, 
England, Peru, Israel and 
Thailand have reached 
the venue, UP head of 
Youth Buddhist Society 
of India Tirathraj Baudh 
said. Suresh Baudh, con-
venor of the programme, 
said UP Chief Minister 
Yogi Adityanath, Deputy 
Chief Minister Keshav 
Prasad Maurya and SP 
chief Akhilesh Yadav 
have been invited for 
the programme. 

Shelter home 
in Odisha 
sealed over 
sexual abuse 
allegations
D / B -

, D  2 (PTI): An 
NGO-run shelter home 
was sealed in Odisha’s 
Dhenkanal district fol-
lowing allegations that 
the minor inmates there 
were sexually abused, 
while two people, includ-
ing its chief, were arrest-
ed Sunday, police said.

The action came 
two-days after District 
Child Protection Of i-
cer (DCPO) Anuradha 
Goswami and members 
of the Child Welfare 
Committee (CWC) raided 
the shelter home, acting 
on media reports about 
girls being abused at 
the facility. “The private 
shelter home, which has 
been operating illegal-
ly at Beltikiri area, was 
shut down by the police 
in presence of Dhenkanal 
Sadar Tehsildar U K Mo-
hapatra and the DCPO,” a 
district of icial said.

Dhenkanal Sub-Di-
visional Police Of icer 
(SDPO) Sk Abdul Karim 
said the managing direc-
tor of the shelter home, 
Fayaz Rahman, and an-
other employee, Udit 
Lima, were arrested Sun-
day. The in-charge of the 
home, Simanchal Nayak, 
was arrested on Satur-
day. The girls at the home 
had alleged that they 
were harassed sexually, 
physically and mentally 
by Nayak over the past 
two years.

Nayak has, however, 
denied the allegations 
and said they had done 
so as he had tried to en-
force discipline at the 
shelter home.

Odisha Women and 
Child Development Min-
ister (WCD) Prafulla Sa-
mal has described the 
centre as “unregistered 
and illegal”, and ordered 
its immediate closure.

Asserting that strict 
action would be taken 
against the offenders, 
she said district collec-
tors across the state have 
been asked to shut down 
all 22 branches of the 
shelter home, operated 
by NGO Good News India.

Dhenkanal District 
Collector Nikhil Pavan 
Kalyan said a thorough 
investigation into the 
matter is in progress 
and appropriate action 
would be taken. 

Senior of icials of the 
district administration 
visited the shelter home 
and examined certain 
documents besides ques-
tioning the staff. The in-
mates of the Dhenkanal 
shelter home -- 47 girls 
and 34 boys aged between 
5 and 16 years -- have 
been shifted to another 
childcare institution near-
by, Mohaptra said. The 
incident triggered sharp 
reaction from different 
quarters with opposition 
political parties coming 
down heavily on the BJD 
government.

Union Petroleum 
Minister and BJP leader 
Dharmendra Pradhan 
demanded the resig-
nation of state Women 
and Child Development 
(WCD) Minister Prafulla 
Samal for the govern-
ment’s “failure” in pre-
venting illegal function-
ing of the unregistered 
shelter home.

Senior Congress leader 
and former Union Minister 
Srikant Jena said the BJD 
government has “failed 
miserably in discharging” 
its responsibility.
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CapitalTIMES
Gangtok on 

Monday, 
03 Dec

Temp: 18°C/09°C
Forecast: Sunny 
to partly cloudy 
with a little rain in 
the evening, then 
a shower in spots

Sunrise: 06:05 AM
Sunset: 04:42 PM

SANGSINGMA SEWA
The Sangsingma Sewa of Late Lachi Maya 

Wanemphago, who left for her heavenly abode 
on 26/11/2018, falls on 
04/12/2018.  

All friends, well 
wishers and relatives 
are requested to join 
us in offering prayer for 
the departed soul at our 
residence at Phago Ni-
was, Tibuk Basti, Mang-
shila, North Sikkim.  

We would also like to express our gratitude to 
those who stood by us in our time of bereave-
ment and regret our inability to thank them in-
dividually.

Ash Raj Wanemphago (Husband).
Raj Bahadur Wanemphago, Tej Hang Wanem-

phago & Lok Bahadur Wanemphago (sons).

Cont.7432039042, 8768923609, 7872949931.

Election dept advt; R.O. No. 201/IPR/PUB/18-19 
Date: 30.11.2018

CHANGE OF NAME/SURNAME
AFFIDAVIT

I, Suraj Bahaadur Gahatraj son of Mr. Bit 
Bahadur Gahatraj resident of Bhanjyang road, upper 
Boomtar under PO & PS: Namchi Bazar, South Sikkim 
would like to declare that henceforth I have changed 
my parents name/surname from Suraj Gahatraj to 
Suraj Bahaadur Gahatraj for all purposes.
Date: 20/11/2018
Place: Namchi

Deponent  

Farmer gets Rs 1,064 for 750 kg 
of onion; sends money to PM

NIKHIL DESHMUKH 
M , D  2 (PTI): 
An onion-grower from 
Maharashtra who had to 
sell his produce for lit-
tle over Rs 1 per kg has 
sent his earnings to the 
Prime Minister to mark 
his protest.

Sanjay Sathe, resident 
of Niphad tehsil in Nashik 
district, was among the 
handful of `progressive 
farmers’ selected by the 
Union agriculture min-
istry for an interaction 
with then US president 
Barack Obama when he 
visited India in 2010.

Speaking to PTI on 
Sunday, Sathe said, “I 
produced 750 kg of on-
ion in this season but was 
offered a rate of Rs 1 per 
kg at Niphad wholesale 
market last week.

“Finally I could nego-
tiate a deal for Rs 1.40 
per kg and received Rs 
1,064 for 750 kg, he said.

“It was painful to 
see such paltry returns 
on four months of toil. 
Hence I have donated Rs 
1,064 to Disaster Relief 

Fund of the PMO as a 
protest. I had to pay addi-
tional Rs 54 for sending it 
by money order,” he said.

“I do not represent 
any political party. But 
I am angry because of 
the government’s apa-
thy towards our woes,” 
he added.

The money order was 
sent on November 29 
from the Niphad of ice 
of India Post. It was ad-
dressed to “Narendra 

Modi, Prime Minister 
of India”. Nashik dis-
trict in north Maha-
rashtra accounts for 50 
per cent of onion pro-
duction in India.

Asked about his meet-
ing with Obama eight 
years ago, he said, “I have 
been using a voice-based 
advisory service (run by 
a telecom operator) for 
farmers for a long time. 
I used to call them and 
get information about 

weather changes, and 
thus succeeded in in-
creasing my production.

“I had also been invit-
ed to speak about my ex-
periments in agriculture 
on local radio stations of 
AIR. So the agriculture 
ministry selected me to 
set up a stall at St Xavi-
er’s College in Mumbai 
when Obama visited 
it. I could speak to him 
for a couple of minutes 
through an interpreter.”

Inter-Departmental Football tourney 
reaches quarter- inal round

SUMMIT REPORT
G , 02 D : 

The top-eight teams of the 
league round of the 6th 

Inter Departmental Football 
Tournament 2018 have en-
tered the knock-out round. 

Toppers of each group 
of the league round will 
now battle in the quarter- i-
nal round of the tourna-
ment which is scheduled to 
begin 06 December. 

The teams in the 

quarter- inal round are: 
Horticulture Department, 
Energy & Power, Trans-
port Department, Finance 
Department, Sports & 
Youth Affairs Department, 
Rural Management & De-
velopment Department, 
Social Welfare Depart-
ment and Sadar Thana.

The first quarter-final 
match will be played be-
tween Horticulture Depart-
ment and Energy & Power 

Department on 06 Decem-
ber at 12:30 PM, which will 
be followed by the second 
quarter-final match between 
Transport Department and 
Finance Department at 2:30 
PM the same day.

The tournament is 
being organised by one of 
the oldest and most pop-
ular club’s of the State, 
Boys’ Club, Gangtok, and 
had begun on 20 Novem-
ber with 22 teams.

NITI forum for North 
East to meet on Tuesday

G , D  2 (PTI): 
The second meeting 
of the ‘NITI Forum for 
North East’ will be held 
here on Tuesday and will 
focus on issues pertain-
ing to ive critical sectors, 
including tourism, bam-
boo and dairy.

Vice Chairman, NITI 
AAYOG, Rajiv Kumar will 
chair the meeting while 
Minister for Develop-
ment of North Eastern 
Region (DoNER) Jitendra 
Singh will co-chair it, an 
of icial statement said.

The meeting will main-
ly focus on issues pertain-
ing to ive critical sectors 
- tourism, bamboo, dairy, 
isheries and tea, it said.

The ‘NITI Forum for 
North East’ was consti-
tuted in February 2018 
to periodically review 
development status in 
the North Eastern region. 

The forum is tasked 
to identify various con-
straints in the way of 
accelerated, inclusive 
and sustainable economic 
growth in the Northeast 
and to recommend suitable 
interventions for address-
ing identi ied constraints, 
the statement said.

Members of the fo-
rum include secretaries 

of various central min-
istries, chief secretaries 
of all eight Northeastern 
states, senior govern-
ment of icials and ex-
perts from various ields.

It emerged that in-
frastructure, horticul-
ture, bamboo, tourism, 
food processing, educa-
tion, livelihoods, health 
in Northeastern region 
were areas critical for 
the development of the 
region, the statement 
said. Decisions taken at 
the meeting have since 

been carried forward 
by various government 
departments and other 
stakeholders. Besides 
members of the forum, a 
number of experts from 
the government, indus-
try and academia have 
also been invited to make 
the discussions more 
meaningful.

The forum’s irst 
meeting was held on 
April 10, 2018 in Agar-
tala where a broad 
spectrum of issues 
were discussed.

More than 
60,000 people 
visit Hornbill 
festival in 
two-days
K , D  2 (PTI): 
More than 60,000 people 
have visited the Hornbill 
Festival of Nagaland at 
Naga Heritage Village Ki-
sama near here since its 
inauguration on Satur-
day, a state Tourism of i-
cial said Sunday.

Union Home Minister 
Rajnath Singh inaugurat-
ed the 10-day long an-
nual Hornbill festival on 
Saturday.

Altogether 63,032 
visitors with 780 for-
eigners, 8,241 domestic 
tourists and 54,011 local 
visitors have visited the 
picturesque venue some 
12 km south of the state 
capital, said assistant di-
rector of Tourism depart-
ment (Statistics) T Kha-
kihe Sumi. The inaugural 
day Saturday had 19,953 
visitors while Sunday it 
rose up to 43,079 visi-
tors, he informed.

The day was marked 
as National Dance and 
Music Day on the theme 
“Cultural Connect” or-
ganised North East Zone 
Cultural Centre (NEZCC). 
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Walk With the HIV+ve
Their privations remain largely 

unaddressed because the society allows 
them to struggle in the shadows

Someone in the corridors of power is taking the 
“getting to zero” call in the battle against HIV/ AIDS 

too literally and extending it to funding support for 
interventions by people living with HIV AIDS as well. 
The Drop-In Centre for the HIV+ve being operated by 
the HIV+ve themselves was facing a funds crunch at 
one time and its fate remain unclear. The Sikkim Net-
work of Positive People had offered to keep the Cen-
tre alive for as pittance, and yet their proposal kept 
getting lobbed around from Cell to Cell of the Health 
Department without a inal settlement. The purse 
strings have tightened around other interventions as 
well. That said, an agency like the Drop In Centre is re-
quired to provide the necessary care and support to 
patients living with HIV/ AIDS. And this foot-dragging 
when the focus should have been on opening more 
such centres across the State. This is not a condition 
unique to Sikkim, and it needs to be highlighted that 
the trauma extends to the entire nation where AIDS 
awareness suddenly found itself budgeted down to a 
sliver of what it was receiving at one time. That said, 
in Sikkim, a solution can be worked much more eas-
ily because the inances in question are, let’s admit it, 
miniscule compared to the service that such interven-
tions deliver. It would perhaps not be out of place for 
everyone who participates in any AIDS awareness re-
lated activity to also consciously think about the priva-
tions of the HIV+ve in our society and discuss possible 
solutions for the more immediate problems and then 
build the moral pressure required to engineer more 
long-term policy commitments.

What is happening to genuine AIDS awareness ini-
tiatives is the result of the change in the Central Gov-
ernment’s approach to addressing HIV-AIDS in the 
country. International funding, which was lavish to say 
the least, was scaled down once the rate of infections 
came down. That was expected, since the immediate 
threat had been managed. And once the bush ire had 
been stamped out, the funding was expectedly divert-
ed to other countries and regions where the problem 
continues to remain urgent. But that does not mean 
that HIV and AIDS have ceased to be issues of concern 
in the country. They might have stopped being on the 
top of priority intervention for international funding 
agencies, but as far as the nation is concerned, AIDS 
awareness cannot be allowed to slacken because if that 
happens, the disease will relapse and all gains made 
by the past decades of awareness and sensitization 
will have been squandered. The state exchequer thus 
needs to sustain the AIDS control mission. It cannot 
start winding up dedicated cells just because USAID 
or the Bill Gates Foundation is not writing the cheques 
any more. It should not be allowed to do so. But who 
will make some noise about it? The problem [of fund-
ing] has been around for a while year now, but it has 
not really made news or headlines on a scale that it 
requires. That is clearly because like with most social 
concerns which don’t make the headlines, this situa-
tion lacks the titillation and sensationalism that would 
attract noise. Maybe the HIV+ve form neither a vote-
bank [there are, after all, of icially only 445 of them in 
Sikkim] nor constitute a purchasing pocket to receive 
attention. Maybe at a subconscious level, the society at 
large does not see anything wrong in such withdraw-
al of assistance for condition which most people still 
blame on lifestyle choices. Maybe these are the rea-
sons why the condition of the People Living with HIV 
AIDS is not receiving the attention it should… but that 
is not justi ied. And yet it has happened, because when 
it comes to real work, HIV and AIDS continue to be 
battled in the shadows with only a sanitized version of 
awareness and empathy put out on display. 

Let’s try and change; let’s try and improve with the 
World AIDS Day recently observed.

WRITE US: Readers are invited 
to comment on, criticise, run 
down, even appreciate if they like 
something in this paper. Letters 
carrying abusive/ indecorous 
language and personal attacks, 
except when against people 
responsible in this newspaper 
(who are fair game), will have 
to be ignored. Letters which 
carry forward a conversation or 
initiate a dialogue will command 
immediate attention and 
receive prominence. Mail us 
at: letters@summittimes.com

George H. W. Bush: I knew him as a great man 
who was thoughtful, intelligent and kind

López Obrador takes power in Mexico after an 
unstable transition and broken campaign promises

GINA YANNITELL REINHARDT
theconversation.com

George H. W. Bush, who died on November 30 
aged 94, was a lovely man. He was polite, gen-

teel, intelligent and thoughtful. He was careful, con-
siderate and kind.

We called him “41” because he was the 41st Amer-
ican president – between 1989 and 1993. As a faculty 
member at the Bush School of Government at Texas 
A&M University for ten years, I met him several times. 
The irst time was December 2005, when he arranged 
a lunch to meet us. He asked each member of the new 
faculty to stand up and introduce ourselves.

At the end, the Secret Service asked us all to re-
main at our seats while the former president exited 
the room. But he didn’t just sweep out. He stopped to 
chat with several board members, faculty and staff 
along the way. I was still surprised when he stopped at 
me. He put his hands on my shoulders, and said: “Hi, 
Gina! Welcome to the Bush School!”

I started to thank him, but he interrupted me to 
say how excited he was that I was bringing my work 
on decision making and foreign aid to the Bush 
School. He asked if he could drop by my statistics 
class some time to tell the students the importance 
of the skills I was teaching them. He gave me a quick 
hug and moved on.

In that moment, I saw clearly the human being 
behind the statesman and public servant who had 
served as president during the uncertain years around 
the collapse of the Soviet Union.
PERSONAL TOUCH

I had heard it said of George H. W. Bush that de-
spite his reputation as a nerdy or wishy-washy pres-
ident, one only needed to be in the same room with 
him once in order to realise how and why he was 
elected. That was true.

This man had represented the state of Texas in 
the US House of Representatives. He had been am-
bassador to China and directed the CIA. Ultimately, 
he had served the country as both vice president 
(under Ronald Reagan) and president. And he knew 
my name, my research, and the subject I taught. He 
made me feel like I was important to him, to his 

work, to the world in general. He made me feel spe-
cial. I think he did that for just about everyone.

During my time on the Bush School faculty, I met 
41 several more times, and attended a collection of 
his speeches and events. Several years after our irst 
meeting, at a reception he and his wife, Barbara, 
hosted in their apartment on campus, I plopped 
down next to him in a patio chair on the veranda 
where he was sitting on his own. I started to make a 
silly comment about how the best-known person at 
the party was sitting alone, but before I could finish, 
he turned to me. “Hi, Gina,” he said. “How are those 
statistics classes going?”

He had the ability to make you think he was ad-
dressing you personally, even if you were one among 

10,000 others. His statements were carefully crafted 
pieces of inspiration, with a little dose of laughter and 
a touch of poignancy. They made you want to be a pub-
lic servant. They made you want to be his friend.

His presidency oversaw substantial change both 
domestically and globally, including the Americans 
with Disabilities Act, the Clean Air Act Amendments, 
and a budget deal in 1990 that ushered in prosperity 
for the decade to follow. Under his administration the 
country navigated the events of Tiananmen Square, 
the irst Gulf War, the end of the Soviet Union, the fall 
of the Berlin Wall, and the negotiation of NAFTA.

It’s understandable that 41 had political oppo-

nents, people who remember certain decisions in a 
poor light. That would be true of anyone in his posi-
tion. We do live in a pluralist society, after all.
LEGACY

What is amazing is the positive legacies he left de-
spite the tumult and criticism. He consciously stepped 
out of the spotlight during the end of the Cold War so 
the nations of Eastern Europe could decide their 
own future without outsiders taking the credit. He 
created the Points of Light Foundation to honour 
community servants for their dedication and sacri-
fice. He founded a school designed to create, edu-
cate and train future generations of public servants 
that would help America and the rest of the world 
act nobly, honourably, and with conviction.

There were no major scandals during 
41’s presidency. He did not leave office 
and speak negatively about subsequent 
administrations. If he was unexciting, it 
was because he wasn’t controversial – he 
didn’t deliver quips and barbs in public. 
He gave people credit for their achieve-
ments, and demurred when the spotlight 
came back to him.

George H. W. Bush was one of the last 
true statesmen from an era that seems to 
be drawing to a close. My favourite quo-
tation of his is etched on the Bush Pres-
idential Library. It comes from his 1991 
State of the Union address, in which he 
referred to American participation in the 
first Gulf War:

Let future generations understand the burden and 
the blessings of freedom. Let them say we stood where 
duty required us to stand. Let them know that, togeth-
er, we af irmed America and the world as a communi-
ty of conscience.

When future generations look back at us today, will 
they see that we stood up against adversity at home 
and in foreign lands, that we opened our eyes to ag-
gression and stood where duty required us to stand?

If we try to behave according to his standards, 
they might.

[the writer is Senior Lecturer/Associate Professor, 
Department of Government, University of Essex]

LUIS GÓMEZ ROMERO
theconversation.com

Five months after he won a landslide 
victory in Mexico’s 2018 presiden-

tial election on promises to “transform” 
the country, leftist Andrés Manuel 
López Obrador will be sworn into of ice 
on Dec. 1.

The prolonged transition period – 
currently one of the the world’s length-
iest – has given Mexicans a preview of 
what presidential leadership will look 
like under López Obrador: aggressive.

Since its July 1 general election, 
Mexico has effectively been run by par-
allel governments with very different 
agendas. President Enrique Peña Ni-
eto, Mexico’s conservative and highly 
unpopular outgoing leader, has all but 
disappeared from the public eye, even 
as tensions with the United States over 
the treatment of Central American mi-
grants run high.

Meanwhile, López Obrador has 
been increasingly visible, offering asy-
lum and temporary work permits to 
refugees, pushing his legislative prior-
ities and deciding the fate of major in-
frastructure projects – though, strictly 
speaking, he cannot follow through on 
any of these decisions until after his in-
auguration on Saturday.

The president-elect’s disregard for 
constitutional restrictions has many 
political analysts in the country, myself 
included, concerned about how he will 
use his executive power once in of ice.
A REGRESSIVE TRANSFORMATION 
OF MEXICO

Since July, López Obrador has uni-
laterally called two “people’s polls,” cir-
cumventing a constitutional requirement 
that all popular referenda be approved by 
the Supreme Court and administered by 
the national election authority.

In October, his Morena party hired a 
private polling irm to ask Mexicans in 538 
towns near the nation’s capital to vote on 
whether to cancel Mexico City’s controver-
sial, extravagantly over-budget and envi-
ronmentally disastrous – but much-needed 
– new international airport.

Seventy percent of the nearly 1.1 
million people who cast their ballots 
wanted to scrap the $13.3 billion proj-
ect, which López Obrador had harshly 
criticized on the campaign trail.

Opposition lawmakers and protest-
ers retorted that Mexican law requires 
a 40 percent voter turnout for a popular 
referendum to be considered binding. 
López Obrador polled 1.1 million peo-
ple in a country of 130 million.

Nonetheless, the president-elect 
immediately announced the termina-
tion of the airport project in favor of 
revamping an unused military airport 
north of the capital.

As engineers, academics and the 
business sector also denounced the 

decision to scrap the new airport, the 
Mexican peso plummeted amid inves-
tor concern about national stability.

López Obrador responded to crit-
icism with a populist evasion, saying 
simply that “the people are wise.”

A month later, López Obrador’s 
transitional government called another 
unconstitutional referendum to decide 
the fate of another major infrastructure 

project. In late November, 900,000 vot-
ers determined that the Mexican gov-
ernment should build the “Maya Train,” 
a 932-mile rail line that would connect 
ive southern Mexican states and the 

Yucatan Peninsula.
Not consulted prior to the referen-

dum: the Mayan communities traversed 
by the proposed railroad and who, 
by law, must be included in all deci-
sion-making that impacts their indige-
nous territories.

Nonetheless, López Obrador has de-
clared that the rail project will be com-
pleted by the end of his six-year term.
MEXICO’S POWERFUL PRESIDENCY

López Obrador’s misuse of direct 
democracy to expand his executive 
powers while not even president sends 
worrisome signals about how he will 
govern Mexico.

The Mexican presidency is already 
an enormously powerful of ice. It was 
designed that way in the 1920s by the 
authoritarian Revolutionary Institu-
tional Party, known as the PRI, which 
ruled the country virtually uncontested 
for nearly the entire 20th century.

After 80 years in power, the PRI 
lost the presidency in 2000 but was 
restored to power with President Peña 
Nieto in 2012.

López Obrador, a former Mexico City 
mayor who has unsuccessfully run for 
president twice before, won this year in 

large part because he promised to make 
Mexico’s centralized, stagnant political 
system more inclusive and consultative.

He pledged to root out corruption, 
reduce violence, restructure Mexico’s 
energy sector, respect the human rights 
of migrants and spur growth in the 
country’s most impoverished areas.

Legislatively, López Obrador will 
have the power to push through his 

transformative agenda.
His political party, Morena, secured 

majorities in both the Mexican Senate 
and lower Chamber of Deputies in July’s 
election. That also gives López Obrador 
the right to replace up to two justices on 
Mexico’s Supreme Court.
EXTREME AUSTERITY

But some recently announced pol-
icies have surprised Mexicans who 
thought they elected a leftist champion 
of workers rights and social inclusion.

As part of his plan to slash public 
spending and eradicate corruption, 
López Obrador has released an aus-
terity budget that includes laying off 
70 percent of non-unionized Mexican 
government workers. An estimated 
276,290 public employees will lose 
their jobs, according to Viridiana Ríos, 
an expert on the Mexican economy.

Bureaucrats who remain will be 
asked to work from Monday through 
Saturday for over eight hours a day.

López Obrador justi ies the downsiz-
ing by quoting Benito Juárez, the celebrat-
ed indigenous president who ruled Mex-
ico from 1858 to 1872. Juárez thought 
public of icials should live in “honorable 
modesty,” avoiding idleness and excess.

Few doubt that Mexico’s govern-
ment bureaucracy is bloated, and that 
expunging the rampant corruption of 
Peña Nieto’s PRI party will require se-
rious restructuring. However, the work-

ing conditions López Obrador proposes 
violate Mexican labor standards, which 
guarantee job security and an eight-
hour work day.

There’s a logistical problem here, 
too. Implementing López Obrador’s am-
bitious policy agenda asks a lot of Mex-
ico’s federal government. The presi-
dent-elect now intends to transform his 
nation with an underpaid, overworked 
and understaffed bureaucracy.
BROKEN PROMISES

López Obrador has angered other sup-
porters by breaking a key campaign promise.

As a candidate, López Obrador 
pledged to reduce violence in Mexico 
by de-escalating the country’s war on 
drugs. Rather than using soldiers to 
ight crime, as Mexico has done since 

2006, he said he would professionalize 
the Mexican police and grant pardons 
to low-level drug traf ickers willing to 
leave their illicit business.

The security plan was underdevel-
oped, and when pressed for details on 
the campaign trail, López Obrador sim-
ply responded that Mexico needs “jus-
tice,” not “revenge.”

But voters recognized the sound 
logic behind his diagnosis. Numerous 
studies show that Mexico’s military 
crackdown on organized crime actually 
caused violence to skyrocket.

The number of criminal groups 
operating in Mexico surged from 20 in 
2007, the year after the full-frontal war 
on drugs began, to 200 in 2011, accord-
ing to the Mexican university CIDE. By 
last year, Mexico had 85 homicides a 
day – the highest murder rate since re-
cord-keeping began in the 1980s.

López Obrador has since radically 
changed his strategy for “pacifying” Mexico.

On Nov. 14, the president-elect re-
leased a National Security Plan that 
continues to rely on the Mexican armed 
forces for ighting crime. Lawmakers 
from his Morena party have introduced 
a bill to create a National Guard, a new 
crime- ighting force that would com-
bine military and civilian police under 
a single military command.

Mexican political pundit Denise 
Dresser has dubbed López Obrador’s 
strategy as the current cartel war “on 
steroids.” Security expert Alejandro 
Madrazo wrote in The New York Times 
that the decision is a “historic error” 
that squanders the opportunity to have 
a national dialogue about the role of the 
military in law enforcement.

Mexicans gave López Obrador a 
mandate to revolutionize the govern-
ment so that it inally works for them. 
The president-elect’s power grabs, aus-
terity budget and U-turn on security are 
early signs that he may not deliver the 
transformation they so eagerly await.

[the writer is Senior Lecturer in Human 
Rights, Constitutional Law and Legal 

Theory, University of Wollongong]
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Give us Bodoland or lose people’s support 

in 2019: Bodo organisations to BJP
RUPESH DUTTA
N  D , D  2 (PTI): 
A key Bodo students’ or-
ganisation and a rebel 
group that has joined the 
peace process have is-
sued a virtual warning to 
the BJP that it would lose 
the support of the Bodo 
community if its govern-
ments at the Centre and 
in Assam fail to take con-
crete steps for creation 
of Bodoland before the 
2019 elections.

However, both the 
Bodoland Peoples Front 
(BPF), an alliance part-
ner in the BJP-led coali-
tion in Assam; and the 
state government sought 
to downplay the threat. 

After the 2016 assem-
bly polls, with 60 law-
makers in the 126-mem-
ber house in Assam, the 
BJP formed the govern-
ment along with the 
Asom Gana Parishad that 
won 14 seats and the 
BPF-- the lone Bodo po-
litical party-- that bagged 
12 seats.

The BPF said it will 
continue to support the 
BJP and stressed that a 
separate Bodoland was 
not an issue for it.

However, the in lu-
ential All Bodo Students 
Union (ABSU) and the 
National Democratic 
Front of Bodoland (Pro-
gressive), the irst mil-
itant group to give up 
arms and join the peace 
process, have vowed to 
defeat the saffron party 
if it did not take concrete 
steps for a separate state 
for the Bodos before the 
2019 polls.

The ABSU and the 
NDFB (P) accused the 
BJP of giving “false as-
surances” and alleged 
that it was not even 

ready to talk on the is-
sue of Bodoland.

However, ABSU pres-
ident Pramod Bodo 
said the BJP had time 
till April 2019 to solve 
the Bodoland issue if it 
wants to get the support 
of the Bodo community.

“They (BJP) can ex-
pect the support of Bodos 
but only if they fulfil our 
demand of a separate 
Bodoland... They must 
take some concrete 
steps in this regard be-
fore April (2019),” Bodo 
told PTI.

“They should stop 
mocking the genuine as-
pirations of the Bodos,” 
he added.

The demand for 
a separate state of 
Bodoland started in 
1967. The struggle be-
came an armed con lict 
in the late 80s after the 
formation of the Bodo 
Security Force, a militant 
group later rechristened 
as NDFB. 

Currently, two fac-
tions of the NDFB-- NDFB 
(P) led by Gobinda Basu-
matary and NDFB (R) led 
by Ranjan Daimary-- are 

involved in peace talks 
with the Centre, while 
NDFB (S) is against hold-
ing talks under the con-
stitutional framework.

The Bodo Territorial 
Area Districts compris-
ing Kokrajhar, Udalguri, 
Baksa and Chirang has 
one Lok Sabha and Rajya 
Sabha seats.

Bodo, who revived 
the Bodoland movement 
in 2016 alleging govern-
ment’s “lack of interest”, 
said areas inhabited by 
the Bodos continue to 
remain neglected under 
the current BJP regime 
just like the previous 
Congress rule.

“Bodos consist of 12 
per cent of Assam’s pop-
ulation but get only 3-4 
per cent of the inancial 
budget. No new industry 
has been set up and no 
new jobs have been cre-
ated for the Bodo youths 
even now,” he claimed.

Corroborating his 
views, Basumatary said 
ahead of the 2014 Lok 
Sabha polls, the BJP had 
made a promise of cre-
ating a separate Bodo 
state. However, that 

promise was yet to be 
fulfilled, he added.

“If they fail to do any-
thing in the remaining 
months, they should 
not expect any support 
from the Bodo commu-
nity,” he said.

However, Assam’s 
Finance Minister and se-
nior BJP leader Himanta 
Biswa Sarma said the 
ABSU was only a student 
organisation and any 
discussion on separate 
Bodoland will be held 
with the BPF only.

“ABSU is a student 
organisation. Our politi-
cal alliance is with BPF 
and we will fight elec-
tions together. Our 
political interface and 
interactions are with 
BPF only in Bodo poli-
tics,” Sarma said.

Biswajit Daimary of 
the BPF who is a mem-
ber of the Rajya Sabha 
said that the BPF does 
not have any agenda of a 
separate statehood and it 
will continue to support 
the BJP in the upcoming 
general elections.

“The BPF has one 
agenda and that is the 

development of the Bodo 
people and we have been 
working for it,” Daimary 
said, adding that sup-
porting the BJP during 
elections was not the 
prerogative of a students’ 
body like ABSU.

He asked ABSU if it 
has any plans to enter 
mainstream politics.

Basumatary said the 
BPF was only concerned 
about being in power 
and not the welfare of the 
Bodo people, therefore, 
supporting the BJP was 
its top priority.

“ABSU and NDFB(P) 
are concerned about 
the Bodo people and 
hence will support who 
cares for the tribe,” Ba-
sumatary said warning 
the BJP and the BPF not 
to undermine their reach 
and in luence.

Meanwhile, Hira Sa-
rania, a member of Lok 
Sabha who won as an In-
dependent from Kokra-
jhar, too said the unity 
among ABSU, NDFB(P) 
and other Bodo groups 
was “quite strong” and 
could easily in luence 
Bodo votes.

Number of Himalayan birds visiting Munsiyari 
during winters declining, bird watchers worried

P , D  2 (PTI): The 
number of Himalayan birds migrat-
ing to Munsiyari, a striking hamlet 
nestled by snow-capped peaks in Ut-
tarakhand, during winters is deplet-
ing, bird watchers say.

They fear this could deal a blow 
to the fragile ecosystem of the region 
and also hit tourism industry in the 
area, which depends heavily on ar-
rival of migratory birds during this 
time of the year.

The birds come down to low-al-
titude areas to escape the chilling 
temperatures in the high Himalayas 
and to ind enough space to breed.

There has been a substantial de-
cline in the number of Himalayan 
birds visiting Munsiyari, especial-
ly species such as Satyr Tragopan, 
Koklass Pheasant, Kalij Pheasant, 
Cheer Pheasant, Snowcock and 
Snow Partridge, bird watchers say.

However, there has not been a 
base survey of the Himalayan fauna 
in this part of Uttarakhand.

“Birds which used to arrive in a 
lock of 50 now arrive in a lock of 25 

or 15,” said Ram Narayan, a zoologist 
by profession.

He has co-authored a research 
paper on the behaviour of migratory 
birds of the Himalayas with a re-
searcher from Princeton University 
in the US, Paul Elsen, in 2016.

Avid bird watchers attribute the 
dwindling numbers to a variety of 
factors, including habitat depletion, 
climate change and poaching.

“Habitat depletion is the main 
cause as birds are losing their shel-
ters not only in the lower valleys 
due to deforestation but also in 
the high Himalayas due to global 
warming,” said Narayan.

“We have found that due to hu-

man encroachment in the lower 
valleys and changing weather pat-
tern the habitats of these birds are 
shrinking,” he said.

Besides Monal, the state bird of 
Uttarkhand, rare Himalayan bird 
species such as Satyr Tragopan, 
Koklass Pheasant, Kalij Pheasant, 
Cheer Pheasant, Snowcock and Snow 
Partridge are rarely seen in the area. 
If at all they make an appearance, 
they are far less in number, he said.

“Out of these rare birds, the Satyr 
Tragopan and the Cheer Pheasant 
are highly sensitive to symptoms of 
weather change. We have witnessed 
only three pairs of Cheer Pheasant in 
Munsiyari this year,” he said.

Narayan said his team has done 
research on more than 350 species 
of birds in Uttarkhand and Himach-
al Pradesh.

They, he said, found that besides 

depleting habitats, poaching, un-
timely rainfall and less snowfall in 
higher reaches are the other chal-
lenges these birds face today.

“If things go on like this and 
steps are not taken to protect the 
Himalayan birds, a time will come 
when they will go extinct,” warned 
Narayan. Colourful plumage of most 
of the Himalayan birds is an import-
ant reason behind their poaching be-
sides consumption of their meat.

“Himalayan birds visible in 
Munsiyari region are facing a cri-
sis as poachers kill them not just to 
eat their lesh but also to decorate 
drawing rooms with their attractive 
plumage,” said Surendra Panwar, 
secretary of MONAL (Mass of Na-
ture and Adventure Lovers), an NGO 
working to raise awareness about 
Himalayan birds. However, Pithor-
agarh Divisional Forest Of icer Vinay 

Bhargava said no poaching case has 
come to light this year. “We have 
formed teams of forest employees 
to do patrolling on sensitive areas 
of probable bird poaching in Munsi-
yari and so far no poaching incidents 
have come to light,” he said.

A total of 340 bird species are 
available in Munsiyari Himalayas, 
a big attraction for tourists, Panwar 
said. “Betulidhar, Balanti farm, Pa-
talthor, Khaliatop have been devel-
oped as spots for bird watching and 
thousands of tourists from Rajasthan, 
Kolkata, Delhi and Gujarat come to 
watch these birds from November to 
march every year,” said Puran Pandey, 
a hotel owner in Munsiyari.

“But if the number of Himalayan 
birds continues to drop like this it 
will de initely hit the tourism indus-
try as many tourists come here sole-
ly for bird watching,” Pandey said.

Assam government 
employee shot 
at in Ha long

H , D  2 (PTI): 
An Assam government 
employee was shot 
at by an unidenti ied 
gunman here in Dima 
Hasao district, police 
said on Sunday.

The incident hap-
pened on Saturday at 
official’s workplace, 
the police said, add-
ing, the gove r n m e n t 
e m p l oye e  i s  a n 
i n s p e c t o r  i n  t h e 
fo o d  a n d  c ivi l  sup-
ply department.

According to a po-
lice of icer, the gun-
man entered the food 
and civil supply office 
at Haflong Govern-

ment College Road, 
and fired two rounds 
of bullets at Inspec-
tor Donald Dibragade 
from a close range.

The assailant then 
led the scene, the po-

lice of icer said.
Dibragade was 

immediately taken to 
Ha long Civil Hospital, 
the police of icer said, 
adding, he is still un-
dergoing treatment at 
the hospital.

An investigation 
has been initiated and 
a search operation has 
been launched to nab 
the culprit, the police 
of icer said.

Mamata urges people to 
‘save green and stay clean’

‘Preventable’ 
C-section births 
in pvt hosps 
for inancial 
incentives: 
IIM-A study 
A , D  2 
(PTI): There were as 
many as nine lakh “pre-
ventable” unplanned Cae-
sarean section (C-section) 
deliveries out of 70 lakh 
in private hospitals in 
India in one year, driven 
mainly by “ inancial in-
centives,” says a study by 
Indian Institute of Man-
agement-Ahmedabad.

Such “medically un-
justi ied” births not just 
cause “large out-of-pock-
et expenses” but also 
“delayed breastfeeding, 
lower birth-weight, re-
spiratory morbidities” 
among other troubles for 
the newborn, it says.

The study is titled 
“Too much care? Private 
health care sector and 
surgical interventions 
during childbirth in In-
dia,” and was carried out 
by IIM-A faculty mem-
ber Ambrish Dongre and 
doctoral student Mitul 
Surana. The study inds 
“a woman opting for pri-
vate facility is 13.5-14 per-
centage points more likely 
to undergo an unplanned 
C-section (compared to 
public facilities)”.

The igure is based on 
the fourth round of the 
National Family Health 
Survey (NFHS), carried 
out in 2015-16, which 
found that 40.9 per cent 
births in private facilities 
in India were through 
C-section as against 11.9 
per cent in public facilities.

The study observes 
that “supplier-induced 
demand” for unplanned 
C-section births in pri-
vate facilities is mainly 
driven by “ inancial in-
centives.” “Even though 
private providers might 
be more responsive to 
patients and exert more 
effort, they are also more 
likely to provide over-in-
tensive treatments either 
as a response to demand 
from patients or due to i-
nancial incentives,” it says. 
Quoting NFHS, the IIMA 
study says that a natural 
birth in private facility 
costs, on an average, Rs 
10,814, while a C-section 
costs Rs 23,978.

“The supplier-in-
duced demand driven 
by inancial incentives 
especially when patient 
has limited information 
is probably an important 
explanation” for higher 
rate of C- section birth in 
private facilities, it fur-
ther says. “When medi-
cally justi ied, C-sections 
prevent maternal and 
perinatal mortality and 
morbidity. But if per-
formed when not need-
ed, they impose huge bur-
den on the mother and the 
child that go beyond large 
out-of-pocket expenses,” 
the study states. “For the 
newborn, it means de-
layed breastfeeding, lower 
birth weight, respiratory 
morbidities, increased 
rate of hospitalisation, 
lower Apgar scores and 
its implication in the long 
run,” it says.

The study seeks “to 
evaluate whether the 
private sector can be an 
effective partner in pro-
viding health services,” 
especially in the light 
of the National Health 
Policy 2017, which pro-
vides cover of Rs 5 lakh 
for poor households 
to seek secondary and 
tertiary health care in 
public or empanelled 
private hospitals.

No HC relief for CRPF DIG 
sacked on charge of sending 

lewd messages to woman
SHIKHA VERMA
N  D , D  2 
(PTI): A sacked DIG of 
the CRPF, who was found 
guilty of sending sexu-
ally explicit material to 
a woman on her mobile 
phone, has failed to get 
any relief from the Delhi 
High Court, which said 
a senior public servant 
should maintain a higher 
standard of “rectitude”.

The Deputy Inspec-
tor General (DIG) of the 
paramilitary force was 
removed from service in 
July, after it was proved 
in a departmental inquiry 
that his act had tarnished 
the image of the organisa-
tion and he had failed to 
maintain an absolute de-
votion to his duty. A bench 
of justices S Muralidhar 
and Sanjeev Narula dis-
missed the petition of 
Sandeep Yadav, also an 
awardee of the President’s 
Police Medal for merito-
rious service in 2010, in 
which he had challenged 
the penalty awarded to 
him by the disciplinary 
authority -- the Director 
General -- removing him 
from service.

“The court can only 
observe that the higher 
the position held by a pub-
lic servant, the greater the 
standard of rectitude that 
has to be maintained,” the 
bench said in an order 
passed earlier in Novem-
ber. It said, “Serving as a 
DIG in the CRPF, a para-
military force, the peti-
tioner was not expected 
to indulge in the kind of 
conduct which has been 
proved against him in 
the inquiry. The court, in 
the circumstances, does 
not consider the penalty 
awarded to the petitioner 
to be disproportionate to 
the gravity of his conduct.” 

In 2014, Yadav was 
serving as the DIG, GC, 
Central Reserve Police 
Force (CRPF) in Delhi.

A complaint was iled 
against the of icer by the 
woman’s husband be-
fore the authorities con-
cerned, in which it was 
alleged that he had been 
sending nude pictures 
of himself and sexually 
explicit material from 
his mobile phone to the 
woman’s mobile phone.

It was also alleged 
that between May 6 and 
June 1, 2014, he had 
made 395 calls to the 
woman from his mobile 
phone, mostly during of-
ice hours, and had also 

indulged in immoral con-
versations with her. 

It was stated that he 
had acted in a manner 
which was unbecoming 
of a government servant 

and violated the rules. Ya-
dav had contended before 
the investigating of icer 
(IO) that government ser-
vants were very much en-
titled to a private life and 
what he did in his private 
time (after of ice or duty 
hours) was his business 
and the government had 
no control over it.

The IO, in his report, 
had stated that Yadav 
was found to have made 
numerous calls to the wom-
an “during normal of ice 
hours”. “Government ser-
vants, especially from the 
armed forces, because of 
their training and speci ic 
role, are subjected to pub-
lic scrutiny and expected to 
maintain higher standards,” 
the IO had stated.

The court noted that 
the IO had held that the of i-
cer’s act of sending his nude 
photographs to a married 
woman and making im-
moral conversations with 
her stood clearly proved. 
The decision to remove 
him from service was tak-
en after the disciplinary 
authority consulted the 
Union Public Service Com-
mission (UPSC).

The UPSC had said 
the ends of justice would 
be met with the penalty 
of removing him from 
service, which would not 
be a disquali ication for 
future employment un-
der the government.

The court noted that 
the woman was cross-ex-
amined but was unable 
to be discredited and 
the of icer was unable 
to demonstrate that she 
was either untruthful 
or unreliable. “Most im-
portantly, the petitioner 
was unable to show that 
there was any oblique 
motive for the woman 
to falsely accuse him of 
such conduct,” it said. 

The court added that 
it was not sitting in ap-
peal over the IO’s report 
and it found that the pro-
cedure followed by the 
IO was just and fair and 
fully consistent with the 
requirements of natural 
justice. It said the of icer 
was given full opportu-
nity to defend himself 
against the charge and 
challenge the authentic-
ity of the evidence pre-
sented against him.

“This was not a crim-
inal trial. The standard 
of proof in a departmen-
tal inquiry is not as high 
as that in a criminal tri-
al. This is also not an 
instance where the IO 
has relied on any irrele-
vant material in order to 
come to the conclusions 
against the petitioner,” 
the court said.

K , D  2 (PTI): 
The West Bengal govern-
ment has set up a com-
mittee to address envi-
ronmental challenges 
in the state, Chief Min-
ister Mamata Banerjee 
said Sunday.

On National Pollution 
Prevention Day, the CM 
urged people to “save 
green and stay clean”.

“Today is Nation-
al Pollution Prevention 
Day. Let us strive to ‘save 
green, stay clean’. In 
#Bangla, we have set up 
a six-member committee 
headed by the chief sec-
retary to look into envi-
ronment issues,” Baner-
jee tweeted.

National Pollution 

Prevention Day is ob-
served annually on De-
cember 2 in memory of 
people who lost their 
lives in Bhopal gas trage-
dy in 1984.

More than 3,000 peo-
ple died after they were 
exposed to toxic methyl 
isocyanate (MIC) gas due 
to a leakage at a pesticide 
plant in Bhopal.
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Madrid back to winning ways under 
Solari after Valencia victory

M , D  2 (AFP): 
Real Madrid’s revival 
under Santiago Solari ap-
pears to be back on track 
after they moved up to 
ifth in La Liga with a 2-0 

win over Valencia.
An own-goal from Va-

lencia’s Daniel Wass gave 
Madrid an early lead be-
fore Lucas Vazquez add-
ed a late second to wrap 
up their sixth win in 
seven games under their 
new coach on Saturday.

The 3-0 thrashing by 
Eibar last weekend, in 
Solari’s irst of icial game 
in charge, had placed the 
depth of the recovery in 
doubt but this was an-
other assured display to 
back up an impressive 
Champions League win 
over Roma in midweek.

“We did not play well 
against Eibar but we 
were good in Rome, and 
we were really good to-
day,” Solari said.

Madrid move two 
points behind Barce-
lona and only three 
adrift of leaders Se-
villa, albeit with both 
still to play on Sunday. 
Valencia stay 13th.

Marcelino’s side, at-
tempting a comeback of 
sorts themselves after a 
poor start to the season, 

offered disappointingly 
little, save for a 20-min-
ute spell at the start of 
the second half.

“We deserved to 
equalise,” Marcelino said. 
“For a long time in the 
second half we were bet-
ter than Real Madrid.” 

Otherwise, their op-
ponents controlled the 
contest and while Gareth 
Bale’s league drought 
stretched to 10 games, 
his longest ever, the 
Welshman played a lead 
role in an energetic per-
formance before coming 
off in the second half.

He appeared to signal 
some discomfort with 
his right thigh when sit-
ting on the bench, with 
Solari confirming after-
wards that Bale had “felt 
a problem”.

The Santiago Bern-
abeu was almost packed 
out, eight days before 
Boca Juniors and River 
Plate are due to play here 
in the postponed second 
leg of the Copa Liberta-
dores inal.

With La Liga still 
pushing for Barcelona’s 
game against Girona to 
be staged in Miami, there 

was perhaps something 
to be savoured in two 
Spanish teams, in a Span-
ish competition, playing 
in a Spanish stadium.

Isco is one of Spain’s 
primary talents but is 
still to be picked in a 
starting line-up by Solari.

This was the mid-
fielder’s seventh con-
secutive game out of the 
side and while he came 
on to cheers, 10 minutes 
with Madrid already 
ahead were only crumbs 
for comfort.

Bale seemed more 
pinned to the left wing 

than he has been for a 
long time and he rolled 
back the years with a 
straight run down the 
line before whipping in 
an early cross. Karim 
Benzema’s ambitious 
volley sailed just wide.

Madrid had made 
much the better start 
and in the eighth minute, 
took the lead.

Wass headed into his 
own net but Dani Carva-
jal led the celebrations. 
He kept the ball alive 
before rummaging past 
Gabriel Paulista and Jose 
Gaya. The licked cross 

gave Wass too little time 
to react.

Valencia made hardly 
any impact on the half, 
pressed and harried into 
submission. Neto skewed 
a clearance under pres-
sure but then made up 
for his error by denying 
Bale from close range.

Fortunate only to 
be one behind, Valen-
cia improved after the 
break. Santi Mina blazed 
over with only Thibaut 
Courtois to beat. Gaya’s 
cutback was slightly mis-
placed. Paulista volleyed 
over on the stretch from 
three yards.

Bale was replaced 
by Marco Asensio, who 
should have given Ma-
drid breathing space but 
his inish was blocked by 
Ezequiel Garay.

Isco came off the 
bench in the 80th minute 
and played a part in the 
second goal. The excel-
lent Carvajal was again 
the instigator, setting 
off on a barnstorming 
break forward before 
exchanging with Isco 
and crossing.

In the rush, Benze-
ma did well to pick out 
Vazquez, who poked 
home to complete a con-
vincing win.

When an Amravati club gave kabaddi demonstrations before Hitler!
N  D , D  2 (PTI): Do you know 
that members of a little-known sports 
club of Amravati gave demonstrations 
on kabaddi during the 1936 Berlin 
Olympics and left Adolf Hitler in awe 
or Mahatma Gandhi wrote an article 
on the bene its of the robust earthy 
sport after watching some men play?

There are several such titbits in 
a new book on the sport titled “Ka-
baddi by Nature” written by Vivek 
Chaudhary. The author chronicles 
the revival of kabaddi from a rural 
sport languishing in obscurity to 
a hep urban game being played in 
air-conditioned indoor stadiums 
with Bollywood stars and leading 
business magnates in the audience.

Nearly 30 Indians set off for Berlin 
in 1936 from the town of Amravati, 
gathering at the headquarters of the 
Hanuman Vyayam Prasarak Mandal 
(HVPM), a prominent sports club at 
that time which organised this trip.

They were to give demonstrations 
on kabaddi, Mallakhamb and other 
traditional sports and were not part 
of the of icial Olympic contingent.

Accompanying them into the dark 
heart of the Third Reich was VB Kap-
tan, a journalist who was responsible 
for sending regular despatches back to 
India, the book, published by Palimp-
sest, says. The whole trip was possible 
because of the initiative of Shidhnath 
Kane, who was the vice president 

of HVPM then. The team gave Ber-
liners their irst taste of kabaddi.

“The 40-minute match took place 
on the grounds of the city’s univer-
sity, drawing a large crowd which 
was captivated and bemused by the 
extraordinary sight of the Indians 
wearing only shorts and grappling, 
tussling and pulling each other in this 
most ancient of sports. It proved to 
be so popular that they played a sec-
ond match almost immediately after 
and then a third,” the book says.

“Camp guards had to be posted 
all over the ield to maintain order,” 
noted a report at the time. “Camera-
men and ilm-takers were inding a 
hard time in ixing their machines.” 

“After the game of kabaddi came a 
breathtaking display of Mallakhamb 
during which the Indians astound-
ed the crowd with gravity-defying 
acrobatic poses on long wooden 
poles. And the distinctive sport-
ing entertainment continued.” 

The Indians made such an impact 
on Germany’s sporting and political 
elite that word soon reached Hitler’s 
infamous propaganda minister Joseph 
Goebbels, who spent an hour listen-
ing to Kane’s theories on sport and 
sharing his own thoughts on the role 
it can play to create a strong country.

The meeting with Hitler only 
lasted around 20 minutes but Kane 
would continue to revel in it for years 

to come, sharing its details right up 
until his death with anybody who 
cared to listen; most of all with his 
son Padmakar, who feasted on the 
story with wide-eyed fascination.

“Does your team represent the 
average Indian,” asked Hitler.

He presented Kane with the Hitler 
medal. The citation read: “In recogni-
tion of his services to the 1936 Berlin 
Olympic Games. Awarded to D Kane.” 

It was signed by Hitler himself 
under his of icial title: Der Deutche Re-
ichstanzler’ (The German Chancellor).

As Kaptan noted in one of his many 
dispatches, “Kabaddi received a great 
reception. This game by now has become 
so popular in the camp that various teams 
are engaged in learning its technique. The 
demonstrations were witnessed by thou-
sands of athletes of various nations and 
appreciated by all and the prominent au-
thorities of the Berlin Olympic Committee.” 

On Gandhi’s interest in the sport, 
the author writes that in Decem-
ber 1926, the father of the nation 
witnessed a brief kabaddi match in 
Amravati during his tour of the coun-
try against untouchability. “All the 
volunteers on duty throughout Am-
ravati that day were HVPM’s Harijan 
members while another hundred of 
them played kabaddi and performed 
other physical drills for him. He was 
delighted by what he saw, lauding the 
organisation and the network of sister 

organisations it had established for 
breaking down the barrier of untouch-
ability where Harijan boys not only live 
and play but even eat together without 
the distinction of caste’,” the book says.

Going by auction igures, kabaddi 
has created the highest number of 
crorepatis after cricket. Chaudhary 
goes on to tell how kabaddi, whose 
origin is traced to a mythical past, 
formed an important part of India’s 
nationalist movement and even the 
Germans were in awe of the sport.

According to the author, kabaddi 
does not have an equivalent of a James 
Naismith (who invented basketball) or 
William Morgan (inventor of volleyball). 
“There is no eureka moment such as 
the one that occurred in 1823 when a 
boy by the name of William Webb Ellis 
elected to run with the ball in his hand 
rather than kick it, leading to the birth 
of rugby; or when Major Thomas Harry 
Gem, a lawyer and his Spanish friend 
Batista Pereira invented lawn tennis 
in England; or when a group of British 
soldiers in 1875 began playing what 
came to be known as snooker,” he says.

“The birth of kabaddi is an enig-
ma; nobody knows of a date when it 
was irst introduced to the world and 
there are no names of notable citizens 
who may have brought it together. 
Certainly, kabaddi was not invented, 
it evolved over hundreds of years on 
the dust of India,” Chaudhary writes.

Chappell did not know 
how to run international 

team: Laxman

Travis Head to seek Nielsen’s advice to tackle Ashwin
CHETAN NARULA
A , D  2 (PTI): 
Left-handed Australian 
batsman Travis Head 
is looking to pick the 
brains of his junior state 
teammate Harry Niel-
sen to tackle formidable 
off-spinner R Ashwin 
during the opening Test 
against India starting 
here on December 6.

South Australia’s 
Nielsen (100), who is 
also a left-hander, nego-
tiated Ashwin (2-122) 
well and scored a hun-
dred in the warm-up 
game between Cricket 
Australia XI and India.

“Harry Nielsen 
(Cricket Australia XI) 
played him well enough 
in the practice game, so 
I am looking forward to 
having a word with him 
(about facing Ashwin),” 
said Head ahead of the 
first Test.

Ashwin has had a 
lot of success against 
left-handers during his 
career and Australia is 
likely to have at least 
four lefties in their play-
ing XI but Head said his 
batsmen are capable of 
countering the Indian’s 
threat. “I faced Ashwin 
a couple times in IPL 
before this, so don’t 
have much experience 
of playing him in Test 
cricket. But we have 
batsmen who can play 
spin well,” he said.

“Look, it is not just 
about one spinner. If we 
play six right-handers, 
they will play Ravindra 
Jadeja who is another 
good bowler. I think it 
will be a good contest.” 

Head also believes 
Australian pacers will 
be able to put pressure 
on India skipper Virat 
Kohli, who has toured 
Australia twice in the 
past, scoring five centu-
ries -- including three in 
Adelaide.

“I don’t have to bowl 
to him so I don’t need to 
work out his weakness-
es. But I think our bowl-
ers will have it under 
control,” said Head.

“Facing our three 

pacers is hard work as it 
is. He is human after all, 
and if we can put him 
under enough pressure, 
it might work.

“We know he is a 
good batsman, but we 
have the bowlers to do a 
job. We have one of the 
best bowling units in 
world cricket so it will 
be an exciting battle. 
Hopefully we can come 
out on top.” 

There has been a lot 
of talks about changing 
Australia’s team culture, 
following the year-long 
ball-tampering bans on 
Smith and Warner.

Head said Australia 
will look to be aggres-
sive in their action rath-
er than with words.

“I haven’t played 
much Test cricket. In 
ODIs fielding on the 
boundary, it is not easy 
to get talkative. But I am 
sure we will look to play 
fierce cricket and look 
to be aggressive. Words 
are cheap. It is all about 
actions,” he said.

“We will hit the 
lengths hard and be ag-
gressive in the field. We 
will attack the ball and 
even when bowling de-
fence, look to attack. We 
need to cut down runs 
and create pressure. 

“When I am batting, 
I will try to get into the 
game and just look to 

compete. That’s what 
it is about - enjoying, 
playing with a smile and 
winning the contest for 
your team.” 

Head, who played 

his two Tests against 
Pakistan in UAE, will be 
hoping to get the nod 
for this series, given 
the hosts are strug-
gling to put together a 

proper batting line-up 
in the absence of Smith 
and Warner.

“Having seven bats-
men in the side keeps 
you on your toes. When 
playing for Australia 
you have to be perform-
ing. There are a lot of 
spots on offer and lot 
of batsmen have been 
scoring runs in Shield 
cricket,” he said. 

It is exciting to be in 
that mix and fighting for 
that Test spot. It helps 
make for a good strong 
batting line-up.” 

Talking about his 
form, Head said: “I am 
reasonably happy with 
my form going into this 
series. Ideally I would 
have liked a few more 
runs and the last couple 
Shield games have tested 
me in areas I have been 
working on.

“I am looking forward 
to batting on a friendlier 

Adelaide wicket. We have 
three ierce pace bowlers 
to prepare against, and 
then also Nathan Lyon. 
We have three days to 
prepare and it will be a 
good workout for a chal-
lenging week ahead.” 

Last time India 
played at Adelaide, Lyon 
was the star as took 12 
for 286 to help Australia 
notch up a 48-run win 
on a batting pitch.

“... I think it will be a 
good wicket this time 
too. The heat should help 
create a lot of rough for 
Lyon and for their spin-
ners too,” Head said.

“Hopefully it will have 
a lot of pace and bounce 
as well. I know they are 
trying to make it quick-
er each time and as the 
Shield season has gone 
on, it has gotten quick-
er. I think it will have 
something for everyone,” 
Head said.

MERAJ BHAT
N  D , D  2 (PTI): 
Greg Chappell was “rigid 
and in lexible” in his ap-
proach as a coach and did 
not know how to run an 
international team, for-
mer India batsman V V 
S Laxman has claimed in 
his book. Laxman, in his 
recently launched auto-
biography ‘281 And Be-
yond’, reveals that under 
the former Australian 
coach team India was di-
vided into two or three 
factions and there was a 
serious trust de icit.

“The coach had his fa-
vourites, who were well 
looked after, while the 
others were left to fend 
for themselves. The team 
had disintegrated before 
our eyes,” he writes.

“Greg’s entire stint 
had been cause for bit-
terness. He was rigid and 
in lexible in his approach, 
and didn’t know how 
to run an international 
team. He often seemed 
to forget that it was the 
players who played the 
game and were stars, not 
the coach,” Laxman notes 
in the book which he has 
co-authored with cricket 
writer R Kaushik.

Chappell’s controver-
sial stint with the Indian 
team ran from May 2005 
to April 2007.

The book is a candid 
account of Laxman’s crick-
eting journey right from 
his early childhood days 
to playing international 
Cricket, to the IPL and to 
being a commentator. The 
44-year-old veteran crick-
eter touches upon a pleth-
ora of topics such as dress-
ing-room meltdowns and 
champagne evenings, the 
exhilaration of playing 
with and against the best 
in the world, the nuances 
of batting in different for-
mats and on various sur-
faces, the learnings with 
coach John Wright and 
the rocky times under his 
successor Chappell.

“Greg Chappell ar-
rived in India to a 
groundswell of goodwill 
and support. He left the 
team in tatters, having 
played an in luential part 
in the worst phase of my 
playing career. Results on 
the ield might suggest 
that his methods worked 
to some extent, but those 
results had nothing to do 
with our coach,” Laxman 

asserts.
“He was brusque and 

abrasive, highly opin-
ionated and rigid in his 
thinking. His man-man-
agement skills were 
non-existent. He quickly 
sowed further seeds of 
discontent in an already 
dif ident team...I will al-
ways respect Greg Chap-
pell the batsman. Unfor-
tunately, I can’t say the 
same for Greg Chappell 
the coach,” he recalls.

Laxman opens up 
about his childhood crick-
eting days and talks about 
his dif icult choice of being 
a cricketer over a doctor. He 
also writes about his friend-
ships and camaraderie with 
Sachin Tendulkar, Sourav 
Ganguly, Mohammad Azha-
ruddin, Virender Sehwag 
and Rahul Dravid, besides 
shedding light on his spe-
cial connection with Eden 
Gardens where he played 
the unforgettable knock 
of 281 against Australia 
in 2001.

“To call Eden Gardens 
my theatre of dreams 
is an understatement. 
It provided the canvas 
for the picture I wanted 
to paint, for the dreams 
I wanted to realise. 
Dreams that had taken 
shape a long, long ago, 
when the cricket bug bit 
me,” he notes.

The stylish batsman 
also opens up about his 
sudden retirement in 
2012 which had raised 
quite a few eyebrows.

Laxman reaf irms he 
was convinced that he 
had made the right call 
as he listened to his “in-
ner voice” and did not let 
“extraneous forces” in lu-
ence the tough decision.

Laxman retired in a 
huff on August 18, 2012, 
less than a week ahead of 
a Test match he was sup-
posed to play against New 
Zealand in front of his home 
crowd in Hyderabad. The 
surprise announcement set 
off a wave of speculation 
that the stylish shot maker 
had called it quits because 
of his “differences” with 
former India skipper M S 
Dhoni. 

Laxman, however, de-
bunks what he calls “the 
irst and only controversy 

of my cricketing career”. 
“I didn’t retire because of 
extraneous forces and I 
wasn’t pushed into retire-
ment,” he writes.



7SummitTIMES | 03 Dec 2018

M  C , D  2 
(AFP): Anti-establish-
ment leftist Andres 
Manuel Lopez Obrador 
vowed a “deep and radi-
cal” change in Mexico as 
he assumed the country’s 
presidency Saturday, ive 
months after winning a 
landslide election vic-
tory. The leader, widely 
known by his initials as 
“AMLO,” took the oath 
of of ice and donned the 
presidential sash before 
Congress -- where the co-
alition led by the upstart 
party he founded four 
years ago, Morena, now 
has strong majorities in 
both houses.

Ending 89 years of 
government by the same 
two parties, Lopez Obra-
dor surged to victory in 
the July 1 elections prom-
ising a new approach 
to issues fuelling wide-
spread outrage: crime, 
poverty and corruption.

But not everyone is 
persuaded: critics say 
the sharp-tongued, sil-
ver-haired leader has a 
radical and authoritar-
ian streak. And despite 
his promises of busi-
ness-friendly policies, 
Mexican stocks and the 
peso have plunged in re-
cent weeks.

That did not stop Lo-
pez Obrador, 65, from 
doubling down on his 
promise of a sweeping 
“transformation” as he 
started his six-year term.

“It might seem pre-
tentious or exaggerated 
to say it, but today is not 
just the start of a new 
government. It is the 
start of a political regime 
change,” he said, thepres-
idential sash newly 
draped over his dark suit 
and burgundy tie.

“We will carry out a 
peaceful and orderly but 
also deep and radical 
transformation.” 

After the traditional 
swearing-in ceremony, 
Lopez Obrador climbed 
in his white Volkswagen 
Jetta -- his car of choice 
-- and headed to Mexico 
City’s central square, the 
Zocalo, for a colourful 
second ceremony of his 
own design. There, indig-
enous shamans puri ied 
him with incense and 
lowers, and present-

ed him with a symbolic 
chieftain’s staff.

“I reaf irm my com-
mitment not to lie, rob or 
betray the Mexican peo-
ple,” he said, clutching 
the long wooden staff.

Jose Angel Mejia, 38, 
was among the tens of 
thousands of people who 
gathered to fete the new 
president. “It’s a historic 
day, I still can’t believe it,” 
he said, raising his eight-
year-old son’s arm in the 
air in celebration.

“We’re going to have a 
change at last.” 

The new president 
inherits a sticky set of 
problems from his un-
popular predecessor, En-
rique Pena Nieto.

They include deeply 
entrenched corruption, 
gruesome violence fu-
elled by the war on drug 
cartels, and the caravan 
of 6,000 Central Ameri-
can migrants camped at 
the US-Mexican border -- 
not to mention the mine-
ield that diplomacy with 

Mexico’s giant northern 
neighbour has become 
under President Donald 
Trump. Lopez Obrador, 
a former protest leader 
and Mexico City mayor, 
has been short on spe-
ci ics regarding his plans 
for all of the above.

What he is promising, 
irst and foremost, is a 

presidency like no other 
in Mexican history.

Vowing to lead his 
anti-corruption, pro-aus-
terity drive by example, 
he has forsworn the 
presidential residence, 
jet and security detail, 
and cut his own salary by 

60 per cent.
In a sign of the times, 

the sumptuous presiden-
tial residence, Los Pinos, 
was opened to the pub-
lic Saturday as a cultural 
center. Lopez Obrador’s 
inaugural address largely 
repeated the sweeping 
but vague promises of his 
campaign.

He resumed his at-
tempts to soothe the 
markets with promises 
of balanced budgets and 
pro-investment policies.

But he also attacked 
Mexico’s “neoliberal” 
economic model as “a di-
saster” and railed against 
Pena Nieto’s landmark 
privatisation of the ener-
gy sector.

Lopez Obrador has 
caused jitters over the 
future of Latin America’s 
second-largest econo-
my with decisions such 
as the one to cancel 
a new USD 13 billion 
airport for Mexico City 
that was already one-
third complete.

The day’s guest list 
included a host of region-

al presidents -- among 
them crisis-torn Vene-
zuela’s President Nico-
las Maduro, who was 
met with protests from 
Mexico’s conservative 
opposition. King Felipe 
VI of Spain, US Vice Pres-
ident Mike Pence, and 
irst daughter and White 

House adviser Ivanka 
Trump also attended.

President Trump, 
who was at the G20 sum-
mit in Argentina, has 
struck up a surprisingly 
warm relationship with 
Lopez Obrador -- though 
the migrant caravan 
threatens to interrupt 
that honeymoon.

The American presi-
dent is pressuring Lo-
pez Obrador to accept 
a deal to keep asy-
lum-seeking migrants 
in Mexico while their 
claims are processed 
in the United States. 
Lopez Obrador’s foreign 
minister, Marcelo Ebrard, 
is due in Washington on 
Sunday for talks on the 
issue with US Secretary 
of State Mike Pompeo.

ElseWhere

Leftist Lopez Obrador sworn 
in as Mexico’s new president

Israel police recommend 
indicting Netanyahu 
in third graft probe

J , D  2 (AFP): 
Israeli police on Sunday 
recommended indicting 
Prime Minister Benja-
min Netanyahu and his 
wife Sara for bribery and 
other offences, the third 
such recommendation 
against the premier in re-
cent months.

The attorney general 
will now decide whether 
to bring indictments in 
the case, which centres 
on regulatory bene its 
allegedly granted to tele-
communications irm 
Bezeq in exchange for 
positive coverage from a 
related media company.

Police in February 
recommended indicting 
the prime minister in 
two other corruption in-
vestigations.

Netanyahu immedi-
ately rejected the accu-
sations against him and 
his wife, claiming “these 
recommendations were 
determined and leaked 

even before the investi-
gations began.” He has 
repeatedly called the al-
legations against him in 
all three cases a plot by 
his political enemies to 
force him from of ice.

“I’m sure that in this 
case the relevant author-
ities, after examining the 
issue, will reach the same 
conclusion: that there 
was nothing because 
there is nothing,” he said 
in a statement.

Police said there was 
evidence to charge Ne-
tanyahu with bribery, 
fraud, breach of trust and 
unlawful acceptance.

They recommend-
ed Sara Netanyahu face 
charges of bribery, fraud, 
breach of trust and ob-
struction of evidence.

The three cases in-
volving the long-serving 
premier have led to spec-
ulation over whether he 
will eventually have to 
step down.

‘I will never accept violence,’ 
Macron says after Paris protests

B  A , D  2 
(AFP): French Presi-
dent Emmanuel Macron 
on Saturday denounced 
protesters against him 
as chaos-seekers, as the 
growing demonstra-
tions irst triggered by 
planned fuel price hikes 
turned violent.

“I will never accept 
violence,” Macron told a 
news conference at the 
G20 summit in Buenos 
Aires amid the massive 
“yellow vest” demonstra-
tions. “No cause justi ies 
that authorities are at-
tacked, that businesses 
are plundered, that pass-
ers-by or journalists are 
threatened or that the 
Arc du Triomphe is de-
iled,” he said.

Macron has tried to 
focus in Buenos Aires on 
global affairs, seeking to 
lead like-minded coun-

tries in taking action on 
challenges such as cli-
mate change in the face 
of resistance from US 
President Donald Trump.

But he was repeat-
edly forced to address 
the crisis at home, even 
if he took pains not to 
say “yellow vests” -- the 
emergency jackets that 
have become the em-
blems of the movement 
initially sparked by Ma-
cron’s push for a low-car-
bon economy.

“Those guilty of this 
violence don’t want 
change, they don’t want 
improvements, they 
want chaos. They betray 
the causes that they pre-
tend to serve and which 
they manipulate,” Ma-
cron said.

“They will be iden-
ti ied and brought to 
justice for their actions,” 

he said. Macron said he 
will convene a meeting 
on the situation with his 
prime minister and inte-
rior minister for Sunday 
morning when he re-
turns to Paris.

“I will always respect 
debate and I will always 
listen to opposition but 
I will never accept vio-
lence,” Macron said.

The protests irst 
sprouted up in rural France 
among citizens who say 
higher fuel taxes are an ur-
ban luxury that they cannot 
afford. The movement has 
since spread into a broad-
er movement against Ma-
cron’s rule.

Macron had an un-
pleasant surprise at the 
very start of his trip to 
Buenos Aires -- his plane 
door was opened by an 
airport worker clad in a 
yellow vest.

Trump says hopes to meet N.Korea’s 
Kim in January or February

W , D  2 
(AFP): US President 
Donald Trump said Sat-
urday he hoped to organ-
ise a second summit with 
North Korean leader Kim 
Jong Un in early 2019, 
perhaps as soon as Janu-
ary or February.

Trump told reporters 
travelling home to Wash-
ington with him aboard 
Air Force One from Ar-
gentina that “three sites” 
were in consideration for 
the meeting, a follow-up 
to their historic summit 
in Singapore in June.

When asked about a 
future meeting, Trump 
said: “I think we’re going 
to do one fairly (soon) -- 
into January, February, I 
think.” Trump had been 
in Buenos Aires for the 
Group of 20 summit.

When asked Satur-
day if he would ever host 
Kim in the United States, 
the Republican president 
replied: “At some point, 
yeah.”  In June, Trump 
and Kim opened up di-
alogue on denuclearisa-
tion of the Korean pen-
insula after months of 
trading military threats 
and pointed barbs.

The two leaders 
signed a vaguely worded 
document on denuclear-
isation of the peninsula, 
but progress since has 
stalled as Washington and 
Pyongyang spar over the 
meaning of the document. 
North Korea has taken few 
concrete steps to abandon 
its nuclear and ballistic 
missile programs.

US Secretary of State 
Mike Pompeo was due 

to meet with a top North 
Korean of icial in early No-
vember, but the meeting 
was abruptly put off, with 
North Korea insisting that 
Washington ease sanctions.

On Friday, Trump dis-
cussed the situation with 
South Korean President 
Moon Jae-in on the side-
lines of the G20 summit.

The pair “reaf irmed 
their commitment to 
achieve the inal, fully 
veri ied denuclearisa-
tion” of North Korea, 
Trump’s spokeswoman 
Sarah Sanders said.

They agreed on the 
need for “maintaining 
vigorous enforcement 
of existing sanctions to 
ensure the DPRK under-
stands that denucleari-
sation is the only path,” 
Sanders said, using the 
North’s of icial name, the 
Democratic People’s Re-
public of Korea.

But differences have 
emerged between Wash-
ington and Seoul on how 
to proceed with Kim, 
as the dovish Moon has 
long favoured engage-
ment with the North. 
North and South Korea 
have begun to remove 
landmines and destroy 

military bunkers at parts 
of their common border as 
part of efforts to improve 
long-strained relations. 
They have also begun work 
to reconnect a train line 
and repair another rail link 
across the border.

Despite the warming 
ties, it remains unclear 
whether Kim will make 
his irst-ever visit to the 
South this year, as Seoul 
is hoping. Kim agreed to 
travel to Seoul after host-
ing Moon in Pyongyang 
in September for their 
third summit this year.

But prospects of a 
fourth Moon-Kim meet-
ing have recently dimmed, 
with negotiations on de-
nuclearising the North 
grinding to a halt. In his 
talks with Trump in Ar-
gentina, Moon earned 
some support for the 
Seoul summit from the US 
leader -- perhaps in a bid to 
entice Kim to make good on 
his pledge. The two leaders 
said Kim’s visit to the South 
Korean capital “would pro-
vide additional momentum 
to their joint efforts to es-
tablish peace on the Korean 
peninsula,” Moon’s press 
secretary Yoon Young-
chan said.

Trump, Xi agree to take steps 
to address trade disputes

Buenos Aires, Dec 2 
(PTI): Chinese Presi-
dent Xi Jinping and his 
US counterpart Donald 
Trump Saturday agreed 
to suspend any new tar-
iffs and take steps to ad-
dress the trade disputes, 
which over the past few 
months had threatened 
to spill over into a trade 
war between the world’s 
two largest economies.

At their “highly suc-
cessful” dinner meeting 
on the sidelines of the 
annual G-20 Summit 
here, Trump agreed not 
to bring in any new im-
port tariffs on Chinese 
products, while Xi agreed 
to purchase a very sub-
stantial amount of US 
products so as to reduce 
the trade de icit between 
the two countries.

During the meeting, 
Trump agreed that on Jan-
uary 1, 2019, he will leave 
the tariffs on USD 200 bil-
lion worth of product at 
the 10 per cent rate, and 
not raise it to 25 per cent 
at this time. “This was an 
amazing and productive 
meeting with unlimited 
possibilities for both the 
US and China. It is my great 
honour to be working with 
President Xi,” Trump said 
in a statement released 
by the White House after 
the dinner talks between 

the two leaders. White 
House Press Secretary 
Sarah Sanders described 
it as a “highly successful 
meeting” between the two 
leaders and their most 
senior representatives in 
Buenos Aires, Argentina.

“Very importantly, 
President Xi, in a wonder-
ful humanitarian gesture, 
has agreed to designate 
Fentanyl as a Controlled 
Substance, meaning that 
people selling Fentanyl 
to the United States will 
be subject to China’s 
maximum penalty under 
the law,” she said.

She also said that an 
increase of tariffs from 
10 to 25 per cent due 
to kick in on January 1 
would now be put on 
hold, providing room for 
negotiations.

“China will agree to 
purchase a not yet agreed 
upon, but very substantial, 
amount of agricultural, en-
ergy, industrial, and other 
product from the United 
States to reduce the trade 
imbalance between our 
two countries. China has 
agreed to start purchasing 
agricultural product from 
our farmers immediately,” 
Sanders said.

Trump and Xi also 
agreed to immediately 
begin negotiations on 
structural changes with 

respect to forced tech-
nology transfer, intellec-
tual property protection, 
non-tariff barriers, cy-
ber intrusions and cy-
ber theft, services and 
agriculture. “Both par-
ties agree that they will 
endeavour to have this 
transaction completed 
within the next 90 days. 
If at the end of this peri-
od of time, the parties are 
unable to reach an agree-
ment, the 10 per cent 
tariffs will be raised to 25 
per cent,” Sanders said.

It was also agreed 
that great progress has 
been made with respect to 
North Korea and that Pres-
ident Trump, together with 
President Xi, will strive, 
along with North Korean 
leader Chairman Kim Jong 
Un, to see a nuclear free Ko-
rean Peninsula. President 
Trump has expressed his 
friendship and respect for 
Kim, she said.

“Xi also stated that he is 
open to approving the pre-
viously unapproved Qual-
comm-NXP deal should it 
again be presented to him,” 
Sanders said. Before their 
meeting, Xi underscored 
the need of cooperation 
between the two countries. 
“Only with cooperation be-
tween us can we serve the 
interest of both peace and 
prosperity,” he said.
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EtCETERA

ROLL UP YOUR SLEEVES!    Singer Shawn 
Mendes performs onstage during 102.7 KIIS FM’s 
Jingle Ball 2018.

Prince Harry, Meghan Markle’s new 
home has an Indian connection

ADITI KHANNA
L , D  2 (PTI): Frogmore Cottage on Queen Elizabeth 
II’s estate in the town of Windsor, which was recently an-
nounced as the new home of Prince Harry and Meghan Mar-
kle, has a curious Raj era connect with India.

The cottage had been a royal gift to Abdul Karim by 
Queen Victoria, then Empress of India, in recognition of his 
service and as a sign of her 
affection towards her Indi-
an aide and confidant. 

Karim, whom the mon-
arch referred to as her “Mun-
shi”(attendant), was just 24 
when he arrived in England 
from Agra to present Victoria 
with a special mohar, or gold 
coin, to mark her Golden Ju-
bilee in 1887. 

He quickly grew close to 
the ageing monarch, who be-
stowed many gifts on him in-
cluding Frogmore Cottage for 
his own use.

“Queen Victoria gave it 
to Abdul Karim as a special 
gift. She would often visit the 
cottage and have tea with his 
wife and him. He had deco-
rated the house with many exotic things, including presents 
given to him by European royalty,” said Shrabani Basu, the au-
thor of Victoria and Abdul: The Extraordinary True Story of 
the Queen’s Closest Con idant’. 

“There is also a sad angle to the story. Hours after Queen 
Victoria’s funeral, the new king, Edward VII, ordered that all 
the letters written by his mother to Karim be seized from his 
house. They were burnt in a bon ire outside Frogmore Cottage 
and Abdul was ordered to return the home,” said Basu, whose 
book formed the basis of the Oscar-nominated ilm Victoria 
and Abdul’ last year, starring British actor Dame Judi Dench as 
Victoria and Indian actor Ali Fazal as Abdul.

Basu had stumbled upon the rare friendship during her re-
search and then followed it up with a visit to Windsor Castle 
and asked to look at Queen Victoria’s Hindustani journals a 
collection of note-books illed with the monarch’s handwrit-
ing practicing Urdu with her “Munshi” Karim.

“His story is now well known in Britain and around the 
world. Despite Edward VII’s attempt to destroy the letters, Ab-
dul could not be deleted from history,” adds the author.

Kensington Palace had con irmed last month that the new-
ly-wed Duke and Duchess of Sussex, who are expecting their 
irst child in the spring of 2019, are set to move out of their 

west London home at Nottingham Cottage in Kensington Pal-

ace before the due date and make the 10-bedroom Frogmore 
Cottage their family home.

“Windsor is a very special place for Their Royal Highnesses 
and they are grateful that their of icial residence will be on the 
estate. The Duke and Duchess of ice will continue to be based 
at Kensington Palace,” a spokesperson for the couple said. 

The heritage cottage, which has been a favourite royal re-
treat for many years, will undergo a multi-million-pound re it 
for the new family.

It is set within the peaceful and secluded Frogmore House 
estate, near Windsor Castle, surrounded by 35 acres of lush 
green Berkshire countryside. 

The estate has its own man-made lake, Frogmore Lake, 
and is home to the Royal Burial Ground and the tomb of Queen 
Victoria and Prince Albert. 

Prince Harry and Meghan Markle are expected to move in to 
their home as soon as the renovations are completed next year.

Eminem Raps About Ariana Grande’s Manchester 
Concert Bombing and Justin Bieber in New Track

India has best stories to tell, says Shah Rukh Khan

Eminem has never been the type of person who shies 
away from speaking his mind in his music. His new rap 
“Kick Off” is certainly no different. The rapper’s latest 

track was dropped Friday 
night and is an 11 minute-long 
freestyle that broaches topics 
including drugs, sex, rap and 
other NSFW topics. The vid-
eo of him rapping was shot 
at Saint Andrew’s Hall in De-
troit, Mich., which is where, 
according to Variety, he had 
many of his early rap battles. 
Eminem calls the location his 
“old stomping grounds” in his 
Instagram video.

Eminem prefaces the video by comparing a rap battle to 
war. He and Royce Da 5’9” say in the intro, “the main objec-
tive is to destroy, completely f--kin’ oblit-
erate your opponent by saying anything 
and everything, whatever the f--k you 
can, to get a reaction from the crowd. So 
nothing’s off limits.”

That message was loud and clear. The 
irst verse goes so far as to mention the 

May 22, 2017 bombing in Machester, En-
gland at the Ariana Grande concert.

He says in the middle of his verse, 
“Squashed in-between a brainwashing ma-
chine / Like an Islamic regime, a jihadist 
extreme radical / Suicide bomber that’s 
seeing / Ariana Grande sing her last song 
of the evening / And as the audience from 
the damn concert is leaving / Detonates the 
device strapped to his abdominal region.” 
In that same verse, he compares a woman 
to Jada Pinkett Smith. He raps, “Told this 

chick she’s hot as Jada Pinkett / And just stared ‘til I made her 
think it / Said, ‘Maybe we should just get married.’”

Justin Bieber was another fellow artist who did not make 
it out of Eminem’s rap un-
scathed. In the third verse, 
Eminem says, “Justin Bieber in 
a Catholic school / Selling dust 
and reefer when your back 
is to him / Don’t adjust your 
speaker.” Other big names 
mentioned in the freestyle in-
clude Reese Witherspoon, Ric 
Flair and potentially Christina 
Aguilera. Eminem mentions a 
“Christina” and it is presum-
ably the “Beautiful” singer be-

cause the two of them have a chequered past and the lyrics 
speaking about this “Christina” are rather expletive. 

M , D  1 (PTI): Shah Rukh Khan Sat-
urday said India is a home to some of the best 
tales which deserve to be told to the world. The 
53-year-old actor said it is important to make 
sure the younger generation is aware about the 
glorious culture of the country.

“I believe India, Mumbai have 
best stories to tell. Our grandpar-
ents, parents used to tell us so many 
stories and we need to keep them 
alive. “Like, it is not about remixing a 
song it is about representing it to the 
younger generation to tell them about 
our culture and where it came from. 
Our stories are going to be the best 
stories in the world. Rather than steal-
ing stories here and there and putting 
it back,” Shah Rukh said at an event here.

The actor said it is necessary to archive 
Indian ilms and convert it into digital content 
for the coming generations. 

“I feel some things should be archived. 
We have ilm division and people are doing 
it. My wish is to have archival centre and it 
can develop digital content for children. We 
often lose old things. “Film is a very imper-
manent medium and from the digital stuff 
we can retain, learn from it.”  The superstar 
was in conversation with Maharashtra Chief 

Minister Devendra Fadnavis at “Mumbai 2.0” 
event here. Shah Rukh expressed his desire to 
contribute in the ield of education.

“Since childhood I used to like teachers a 
lot. I wanted to become a teacher. In my ield 

I have the opportunity to create something. 
And I want to do something for education.” 

The actor believes now that everything is 
available on Internet, one has to learn to dif-
ferentiate between good and bad content.

“With social media, media has become a 
larger platform than it was with television 
and ilms whether it was International 
films or shows. Social media is making ev-
erybody media savvy.”  Shah Rukh lauded 
the resilience and patience of the city of 
Mumbai and it’s people. 
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ARIES:Trying to get an honest answer out of 
people has been a fool’s errand since commu-
nicative Mercury turned retrograde in your ninth 
house of truth on November 16. Thankfully, this 
signal-jamming cycle will be ending next week 
Thursday the 6th. But on Saturday, as the mes-
senger planet slips back into Scorpio and your 
esoteric eighth house, YOU should be the one 
to keep your cards close to the vest. Quiet ob-
servation will speak volumes during this brief cy-
cle, and actions reveal much more than words. 
On Sunday, amorous Venus also slinks into 
Scorpio and your seductive eighth house until 
January 7. 
TAURUS:Good news, Taurus, Mercury’s 
retrograde will soon be over—on Thursday, 
December 6, in fact. But this Saturday, the 
backspinning planet slips back from Sagittar-
ius into Scorpio, which could add some heat 
and intensity to relationships. For the next fi ve 
days, careful you don’t start arguments just to 
keep things “interesting.” And f compromising 
means someone’s going to have to bend over 
backwards, it might be best to NOT partner 
up on a specifi c mission. Thankfully, you’ll get 
some help from your ruling planet, Venus, 

who makes her second stopover into Scorpio 
from Sunday until January 7. 
GEMINI:On Saturday, when messenger 
Mercury retrogrades back into Scorpio and 
your sixth house of work and wellness for 
the fi nal fi ve days of its backspin, reshuffl  e 
your priorities and put self-care at the top 
of the heap! You’re great at taking care of 
everyone else, but have you let your own 
aches, pains, sniffl  es and exhaustion go 
untreated? Reverse that trend and give 
yourself whatever you need, whether that’s 
a few nights at home soaking in a hot tub or 
fresh green juices all day. . 
CANCER: Hold your fi re, Cancer! With 
eager-beaver Mercury spinning backward 
until December 6, you may be tempted to 
act rashly or do things you’ll live to regret. 
And on Saturday, the communication planet 
backpedals into Scorpio and your fi fth house 
of drama, passion and public image. Little 
snafus won’t just be private embarrassments: 
they could go viral! Be extra cautious about 
what you post and how you represent your-
self to the outside world. 
LEO :Time out from the drama, Leo! Since 

interactive Mercury turned retrograde in fi -
ery Sagittarius on November 16, even the 
most minor discussion seemed to snowball 
into something…extra. On Sunday, Mercu-
ry slips back into Scorpio for the fi nal fi ve 
days of its backspin, sending you back to 
your lair for some emotional recovery. Lick 
your wounds, but don’t fall into a victim 
mindset. You’ll be able to sort this out next 
week, especially if you own up to your part 
in the breakdowns. 
VIRGO: Words, once uttered, can never be 
fully retracted. Keep that fact at the forefront 
of your mind between Saturday and Decem-
ber 6. As Mercury slips back into Scorpio 
and your communication house for the fi nal 
fi ve days of its retrograde, even an innocent 
comment can feel like a clapback. Hold off  on 
“helpful feedback” unless it’s requested—and 
even then, add a heaping dose of tact!
LIBRA :The choice is yours, Libra: You can 
stress out over money and make yourself 
nuts, or you can sit down and sketch out a 
sensible budget. Messenger Mercury has 
been retrograde since November 16, and 
on Saturday, it backfl ips into Scorpio and 

your fi nancial zone before turning direct on 
December 6. Accept the fact that temporary 
belt-tightening may be in order, but remem-
ber, this is for YOUR benefi t.
SCORPIO:As a sensitive Scorpio, you’ve 
been known to sting fi rst and ask questions 
(or apologize) later. But on Saturday, when 
expressive Mercury—which has been retro-
grade since November 16—backspins into 
your sign for the last fi ve days of its reversal, 
your words will carry extra weight. This is why 
you REALLY need to stop and think before 
you clap back, Scorp. 
SAGITTARIUS:Have you felt like you’ve 
been speaking another language than every-
one else, Sagittarius? With communication 
planet Mercury retrograde in your sign since 
November 16, you may have found yourself 
tripping over your (well-intended!) words. To-
day the messenger planet backpedals into 
Scorpio and your befuddled twelfth house 
until December 6. 
CAPRICORN: After two frustrating weeks 
of expressive Mercury being retrograde in 
your foggy twelfth house, the communication 
planet backspins into Scorpio and your elev-

enth house of technology and teamwork un-
til December 6. For the fi nal fi ve days of the 
retrograde, be prepared for emails to land in 
people’s spam folders, calls to be dropped 
and messages to get misconstrued.
AQUARIUS : Some rules are made to be 
broken, Aquarius, but the trick is knowing 
which ones, and when it’s okay to do so. 
Messenger Mercury has been retrograde 
for two weeks in your collaborative zone, 
mucking up team dynamics. On Saturday, 
it backspins into your career sector until 
December 6. For the last fi ve days of the 
retrograde, don’t act as if someone has 
crowned you queen or king, or start reading 
everyone like a library book.
PISCES :Look out, world: It’s a Fish on a 
mission! Messenger Mercury has been retro-
grade since November 16, but on Saturday it 
backpedals into candid Scorpio and your out-
spoken ninth house before correcting course 
next Thursday, December 6. For these fi nal 
fi ve days of the retrograde, you won’t be able 
to button your lip, but can you TRY to soften 
your candor with some kind words? 


