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EX-NFL PLAYER LARRY JOHNSON 
CLAIMS KOBE BRYANT LOGO IS 

‘SIGIL OF LUCIFER’ & ILLUMINATI 
CAUSED HIS DEATH
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CORONAVIRUS UNITES A DIVIDED 
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ANGER AT GOVERNMENT
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METALLICA HAIL DISCOVERY OF 
“THE THING THAT SHOULD NOT 

BE” DEEP IN THE PACIFIC OCEAN
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LAND FOR 
SALE 

(URGENT SALE)

BL land for sale. Road site 100ft 
by 50ft at Lower Syari. Enroute 

Ranipool to Deorali via Syari. 10 
Minutes Drive from Ranipool.

Serious Buyer may contact : 83720-
77482/ 94341-36989/ 98320-82664

IRCON TEAM CALLS ON CM

Rangpo-Siliguri railway 
expected by 2023

Gangtok, 03 Mar [IPR]: 
A team from IRCON Inter-
national Limited, which is 
tasked with the construc-
tion of Rangpo-Siliguri 
railway, along with execu-
tive members from State 
Level Railway Contrac-
tor Welfare Association 
of Sikkim, called on the 
Chief Minister, PS Tamang 
at Tashiling Secretariat 
today and presented the 
detailed plan of ongoing 
Rangpo-Siliguri railway 
construction project.

The IRCON team was 
led by General Manager, 

(Civil, Siliguri region), 
TT Bhutia, who was ac-
companied by CGM, RP, 
IRCON, Surender Singh 
from Delhi, CGM Siliguri 
IRCON, NS Negi, and JGM 
IRCON, Sajjan Singh.

The delegation pre-
sented the detailed plan 
of ongoing Rangpo-Sili-
guri railway construction 
project and the progress 
and difficulties faced 
during the inception.

During the meeting, it 
was revealed that despite 
of frequent natural ca-
lamities and unpredict-

able disasters, the com-
pany is committed to ex-
ecute the work smoothly 
with a goal of completing 
the railway line from Sili-
guri to Rangpo by 2023.

It was also informed 
that 86% (that is, 38 km 
out of 45 km) will be in 
tunnel works and only 7 
km will be in open space. 
It was also informed that 
five stations have been 
specified by the Railway 
authority, namely Sevoke, 
Riyang, Teesta Bazaar, 
Melli and Rangpo.

The Chief Minister 

informed that there is 
also a proposal for ex-
tension of this railway 
line upto Gangtok and 
onward to Nathula in 
the near future.

The Chief Minister 
also expressed his read-
iness to render every 
necessary support to the 
construction committee 
and advised the mem-
bers of the Association 
to maintain coordina-
tion with the entire rail-
way construction team, 
achieving positive out-
come for the state.

Education Dept withdraws GT Language 
teachers’ employment notice

SUMMIT REPORT
Gangtok, 03 Mar:

The Education Depart-
ment has withdrawn 

the employment notice, 
advertisements and var-
ious other notices with 
regard to 173 posts of 
Language Teachers [GT] 
in different languages 
[Bhutia, Lepcha, Limboo] 
as well as the advertise-
ments and employment 
notices for the post of Grad-
uate Teacher [Nepali].

In a notice dated 25 
Feb 2020, the Education 

Department states that 
it has withdrawn the 
employment notice, ad-
vertisements and various 
other notices as it is chal-
lenged before the High 
Court of Sikkim on the 
ground that uniformity 
was not maintained for 
all languages as per the 
mandatory criteria un-
der the NCTE norms.

It may be mentioned 
that even after the com-
pletion of the recruitment 
process in Feb 2019 itself, 
the Education Depart-

ment had not announced 
the results for the post of 
173 Graduate and 350 Pri-
mary Language Teachers 
[read Summit Times re-
port headlined ‘Two years 
after exam, Graduate and 
Primary Teachers still 
await results, issue dated 
28 Feb 2020].

The Department has 
further said that con-
cerned applicants can ap-
proach the Department 
within 30 days from the 
issue of this notice in 
case of any grievances.

St Xavier’s 
alumnus in Limca 
Book of Records 
for second 
time, breaks his 
own record

NABARD focus paper projects Rs 303 
cr credit for agriculture in Sikkim

SUMMIT REPORT
Gangtok, 03 Mar: 

The State Focus Paper 
2020-21 prepared 

by National Bank for 
Agriculture and Rural 
Development [NABARD] 
for Sikkim was released 
by RDD Minister Sonam 
Lama during the State 
Credit Seminar held here 
on Tuesday. 

NABARD has esti-
mated a potential of Rs 
620.58 crore credit flow 
to priority sectors in the 
State for the year 2020-
21. The document has 
also estimated a poten-
tial of Rs 303.28 crore 
towards agriculture cov-
ering farm credit, agri in-
frastructure and agri-an-
cillary activities.

The day-long seminar 
organized by NABARD’s 
Sikkim Regional Office 
also doffed a hat towards 
women’s empowerment 

[International Women’s 
Day falls on 08 March] 
by honoring the contri-
butions of women rep-
resentatives of different 
self-help groups, espe-
cially those working in 
rural Sikkim. 

17 women repre-
sentatives from wom-
en-managed SHGs from 
NABARD’s Livelihood 
and Enterprise Develop-
ment Programme and 
Rural Mart Projects, Ex-
clusive Women Cooper-
atives, Animators from 
NABARD’s E-Shakti proj-
ect and Angora Rabbit 
Farmers from NABARD’s 
DPR Project were hon-
oured by NABARD.

In his address, the 
Minister congratulated 
the entire team of NAB-
ARD Sikkim led by Gen-
eral Manager-cum-Offi-
cer-incharge R Tshering 
for working hard for Sik-

kim especially for the peo-
ple in the grassroots level. 

The Minister also 
congratulated the wom-
en felicitated today and 
thanked them for work-
ing effectively to empow-
er other women and in 
making them self-reliant 
and self-employed in 
their respective areas.

He urged banks and 
financial institutions in 
the State to work contin-
uously for the further de-
velopment of the State by 
providing more benefits 
to the people. 

RDD Principal Sec-
retary, CS Rao, in turn, 
appreciated NABARD’s ef-
fort in taking out the State 
Focus Paper for Sikkim 
and stressed the need for 
credit linkage of SHGs. 

The programme was 
also addressed by Reserve 
Bank of India Sikkim

turn to pg 02

Principals’ meet launches SAATHI 2.0

Ekta SHG of Suntaley wins 2nd 
prize at Kolkata SARAS Mela

SUMMIT REPORT
Gangtok, 03 Mar:

Ekta Self Help Group 
of Suntaley village 

was conferred the sec-
ond prize at the SARAS 
Fair 2020 held in Kolkata 
from 20 Feb to 02 March, 
a press release informs. 

Ekta SHG and Pragati 
SHG pfrom Middle Tarpin, 
East Sikkim] were sponsored 
to attend the Fair through the 
Sikkim Rural Livelihood Mis-
sion of Rural Development 
Department. 

The two SHGs had 
packed their stall with 

organic produce - buck-
wheat flour, local pulses, 
maize grain, turmeric 
powder, large cardamom, 
Temi Tea etc. Other prod-
ucts like sweaters, caps 
and socks along with 

products made of straw 
and dry maize husk were 
also sold. 

The Sikkim SHGs sold 
products worth over Rs. 
1.2 lakh at the Kolkata 
SARAS Fair, it is informed. 

SUMMIT REPORT
Gangtok, 03 Mar:

Sikkim Against Addic-
tion Towards Healthy 

India [SAATHI] orga-
nized a principals’ meet 
at La Maison Suites, 
Gangtok, on 02 Mar with 
school heads from 60 
government schools in-
teracting with SAATHI 
teacher coordinators.  

Education Minister, 
Kunga Nima Lepcha, was 
present as chief guest 
accompanied by Advisor, 
Infrastructure Develop-
ment (Roads & Bridges, 
Irrigation and PHED and 
Smart cities), GT Dhun-
gel, as guest of Honour.

The meet was orga-
nized to sensitize par-
ticipants about SAATHI 

2.0, discuss roles and 
responsibilities of the 
participants in project im-
plementation and share 
feedback and suggestions. 

SAATHI president, 
Tempo Bhutia, welcomed 
the participants and 
highlighted the outcome 
of SAATHI 1.0 project 
and informed that the 
second edition will focus 
more on counselling and 
community involvement.

The Education Min-
ister encouraged school 
heads to work diligently 
and save children from 
the menace of addiction. 

He commented that 
the law banning sale of 
tobacco products near 
schools will be more 
stringently enforced 

and also announced 
that plans of the Sports 
& Youth Affairs Depart-
ment to encourage more 
children towards sports 
and physical activities. 

He shared that he 
would be interested 
to become part of this 
movement and urged the 
participants to involve 
him as well so that he 
could also contribute to-
wards this noble cause.

Advisor Mr Dhungel 
pointed out that drug abuse 
was a global problem and 
stressed that the root caus-
es need to be addressed. 
Every school should have 
a professional counselor to 
help students deal with the 
problem, he said.

turn to pg 02

SUMMIT REPORT
Gangtok, 03 Mar:

Anil Kumar Yadav, an 
alumnus of St Xavi-

er’s School, Pakyong, and 
Sikkim Government Col-
lege, Tadong, has broken 
his own National Record 
of Post-Graduation de-
grees and has made it to 
the Limca Book of Re-
cords for the second time 
for the “Most Post Gradu-
ate Degrees”. 

Till date he has ob-
tained 21 PG degrees 
from 12 Universities 

turn to pg 02

Don’t 
victimize 
contractual 
employees: 
SPYF
SUMMIT REPORT
Gangtok, 03 Mar:

Sikkim Progressive 
Youth Forum [SPYF] 

has appealed to the State 
Government to stop 
victimizing contractual 
employees and focus on 
generating sufficient em-
ployment opportunities, 
respectable working con-
ditions and salary hikes.

In a press release is-
sued today, SPYF has said 
that hundreds of contrac-
tual employees are anx-
ious after a note-sheet of 
the State Transport De-
partment proposing the 
termination of contrac-
tual workers appointed 
from 2014-19, floated on 
social media.

SPYF has said that if 
the appointments were 
illegal then those in-
volved in the recruitment 
process should also be 
held accountable. The 
government should also 
consider that many of the 
contractual employees 
in question are over 40 
years of age, have fam-
ilies to feed with many 
dependent on them, the 
release adds.

Italian tourist 
in Jaipur tests 
positive for 
coronavirus
New Delhi, Mar 3 (PTI): 
An Italian tourist in Jai-
pur has tested positive 
for novel Coranavirus, 
taking the total number 
of confirmed cases in 
India to six so far, Union 
Health Ministry sources 
said Tuesday.

The first sample col-
lected from the tourist on 
Saturday had tested neg-
ative, but his condition 
deteriorated and a sec-
ond sample was collect-
ed, which tested positive 
on Monday.

“Since there was a 
variation in the reports, 
samples were sent to 
the National Institute 
of Virology (NIV), Pune 
for testing,” officials 
said, adding that it had 
tested positive.

India on Monday re-
ported two new cases of 
the deadly coronavirus, 
one from Delhi and an-
other one from Hyder-
abad. The government 
has stepped up its ef-
forts to detect and check 
the infection which has 
killed over 3,100 people 
worldwide.
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LAND FOR SALE 
A land measuring an area for  50x32 1/2  at Road-
side just below housing colony is for sale. It is 
just a  one minute walking distance from Namchi 
bazaar taxi stand. Interested party may contact 
9593373387 and 9434406761

GENERAL LAND FOR SALE
General land 30X40 (3 Plots) available for sale 

at  Tadong 6th Mile next to Harka Maya College. 
Flat Land no cutting required. Price 27 Lakhs 

(negotiable).
Contact: 9800201335

 
~ SummitTIMES ~
CLASSIFIEDS

LAND FOR SALE 
An area measuring 1 acre at Sadam South Sikkim 
near Loretto Convent School at Gupti road. Price 
negotiable any one interested can contact:

78640-04501,62970-03235, 98320-48410

SAATHI board member, Dr Satyadeep S Chhetri, 
oriented the participants to SAATHI 2.0 module and 
requested more support from the school heads so that 
the SAATHI movement could become more effective 
and work more strongly to destigmatize this issue. 

He also informed about the baseline survey con-
ducted at various schools, the findings of which will 
be submitted to the Education Minister. 

A video documentary on the impact of SAATHI 
was also screened. 

TT Bhutia, HM Majhitar Sec School and Suren-
dra Tamling from Hee-Yangthang Sr Sec School also 
spoke on the progress of the SAATHI program in their 
schools. An interactive session was also held, where-
in school heads and teachers shared their feedback, 
opinions and suggestions.   

Earlier, the guests launched the SAATHI posters 
which were then distributed to all the schools.

Principals’ meet...

across 9 States/UTs in India. His name will appear 
in the 2020 edition of the coveted record book 
while in 2016 he made it to LBR in 2016 for the first 
time, it is informed.

The universities from where he has been award-
ed the PG degrees include IGNOU [N Delhi]; Gauha-
ti University [Assam]; Pondicherry University 
[Puducherry]; Jadavpur University & University of 
North Bengal [West Bengal]; ICFAI University [Tripu-
ra]; Kurukshetra University[ Haryana]; NLSIU, Banga-
lore [Karnataka]; Annamalai University, University of 
Madras & Madurai Kamaraj University [Tamil Nadu] 
and Gujarat University [ Gujarat].

St Xavier’s...

General Manager and Officer-In-Charge, RV Sangvai.
In her inaugural address, NABARD Sikkim Gener-

al Manager-cum-Officer-incharge R Tshering gave an 
overview of projections made in the State Focus Pa-
per and urged bankers and all stakeholders to strive 
to achieve the credit potential projected under the 
priority sector. 

NABARD DGM, G Ramesh Kumar, made a pow-
er-point presentation on various interventions of NA-
BARD in the State and explained projections made in 
the State Focus Paper 2020-21. 

Likewise, NABARD AGM, SR Jaggi, presented de-
tails of NABARD’s E-Shakti project and highlighted the 
contributions made by women in their various fields.

The seminar was attended by Secretaries and of-
ficials from different government departments, bank-
ers, different organisations and members from differ-
ent SHGs and NGOs.

NABARD focus...

Kishan Gosthi by ATMA East

North District Task Force on Immunization meets

Pariksha Parwa counseling at Namchi Girls School

Temi Tea Estate workers protest
Dissatisfied Temi Tea Estate workers who have not been paid for the last three months have launched a protest against the tea estate 
management. [PHOTO COURTESY: SUKRAJ RAI]

Around 200 SDF workers join SKM

Paediatric First Aid Training 
for Rangpo School teachers 

SUMMIT REPORT
GANGTOK, 03 Mar: 

Around 200 workers 
and supporters of 

Sikkim Democratic Front 
from Namthang-Ratey-
pani constituency joined 
Sikkim Krantikari Mor-
cha on Tuesday, an SKM 
press release informs.

The release mentions 
that huge numbers of 
SDF workers and sup-
porters from the constit-
uency have joined SKM 
in two different pro-
grammes in the presence 
of Namthang-Rateypani 

MLA and Minister, San-
jeet Kharel today. 

The party has said 
that 23 SDF support-
ers joined SKM at the 
residence of Mr Kharel 
this morning and anoth-
er 163 SDF supporters 
joined SKM in anoth-
er programme held at 
Namthang party office.

In his address, the 
area MLA welcomed them 
to SKM and encouraged 
them to work in the in-
terest of the party and the 
people. He encouraged 
them to work together 

to further strengthen the 
party position in order to 
get a full mandate govern-
ment in 2024.

Mr Kharel also in-
augurated a newly built 
stage on the playground 
of Turung Junior High 
School today in the pres-
ence of Namthang BDO, 
SDPO and Headmas-
ter and students of the 
school. On the occasion, 
the Minister informed 
the gathering about up-
coming developmental 
projects for the area, the 
release adds. 

Mangan, 03 Mar (IPR): 
A meeting of the District 
Task Force on Immuniza-
tion was convened today 
at the Chamber of Dis-
trict Magistrate, North, 
under the Chairmanship 
of DM/N, Tenzing T Ka-
leon. The meeting was at-
tended by the concerned 
Government Officials. 

DRCHO, Mangan Dis-
trict Hospital, Dr Purna 
Basnett highlighted the 
achievements of District 
under Universal Immu-
nization Program. She re-
vealed the compiled im-
munization status under 
north district from April 

2019 to January 2020. 
As per her report 

+100% achievement 
have been made in BCG, 
OPV-0 and HEP-0 sim-
ilarly 66%, 75% and 
73% have been achieved 
in PENTA/OPV/IPV-I, II 
and III respectively while 
81% in MR-I, 76% in 
MR-II and 43.6%, 35.4% 
in ROTA-I and ROTA-II 
respectively. Under the 
Pulse Polio Immuniza-
tion Program the District 
had an achievement of 
100% till date.

Further, she informed 
that Deworming tablets 
have already been dis-

tributed to all schools, 
ICDS Centres of the dis-
trict and second round 
will be done on 12th of 
March for any left out 
children.

The Meeting also dis-
cussed child sex ratio of 
the district meanwhile 
DM has directed the 
health officials to make 
serious study of child sex 
ratio in the district.

During the meeting, 
CDPO, Mangan, Lanzey 
Denzonpa informed that 
the Government India 
has proposed to orga-
nise “Poshan Pakhwa-
da” from 08 to 22 Mar, 
2020. During this pro-
gramme, Poshan Melas, 
rallies, awareness ses-
sions at schools, visits 
to the homes of new-
borns, workshops are 
among the many activi-
ties planned to mark the 
twelve days long event 
and it is being celebrated 
as part of a Jan Andolan 
or mass movement.

SUMMIT REPORT
Gangtok, 03 Mar:

A counseling pro-
gramme on “Parik-

sha Parwa” was held at 

Namchi Govt Girls’ Senior 
Secondary School by the 
State Commission for the 
Protection of Child Rights 
(SCPCR) on 02 March.

During the pro-
gramme, SCPCR Chair-
person, Deekila Bhutia, 
spoke about various ac-
tivities being held by the 
National Commission 
for Protection of Child 
Rights making exams a 
joyful activity. 

Outreach worker, 
District Child Protection 
Office, South, Tek Maya 
Sharma, spoke on ‘Exam 
Fear,’ while Mr Sanjok 
shared his experience of 
exam fear and anxiety. 

SUMMIT REPORT
Gangtok, 03 Mar:

Senior Secondary 
School Rangpo organ-

ised a daylong Paediatric 
First Aid Basic Training 
for Teachers, today, a 
press release informs.  

Paediatricians from 
STNM Hospital, Dr. CK 
Nepal and Dr. Subash Ch-
hetri, were the Resource 
Persons for the training. 

Accidents like slips, 
cuts, wounds, fractures, 

nose bleed, etc, are com-
mon at schools and the 
safety of children in 
schools is one of the pri-
orities of school adminis-
tration and teachers. 

Therefore, the train-
ing was provided to 
teachers so that they can 
respond to an emergen-
cy. Hands-on experience 
on Cardio-Pulmonary 
Resuscitation (CPR) 
was also provided, the 
release mentions.

SUMMIT REPORT
Gangtok, 03 Mar:

Agriculture Technol-
ogy Management 

Agency (ATMA), East Sik-
kim, in association with 
Agriculture Department, 
East District, organised 
Kishan Gosthi today in 
the premises of Tarpin 
Rhenock Farm School 
of progressive organic 
farmer, Robin Pradhan, a 
press release informs. 

Block Technical Man-
ager (BTM), Rhenock Cir-
cle, MB Mukhia, informed 

about the aims and ob-
jectives of ATMA during 
the programme while the 
resource persons from 
the nodal department 
presented the various 
schemes available.

Different Self Help 
Groups like Ekta Surak-
sha, Milan, Himal and 
Pragati demonstrated 
their organic products and 
vegetables. Representa-
tives from the concerned 
department demonstrat-
ed farm machinery and 
power engineering.

Centre discussing NPR with states
New Delhi, Mar 3 (PTI): 
The Centre on Tuesday 
said it was discussing 
with state governments 
the preparations for the 
update of the Nation-
al Population Register 
(NPR) from April 1 to 
September 30.

Union Minister of 
State for Home Ni-
tyanand Rai said in Lok 
Sabha that no document 
will be collected during 
the exercise, which will 
be carried out along with 
the house-listing phase 
of Census 2021.

“The government is 
in discussion with the 
states having concerns in 
regard to the preparation 
of NPR. The demograph-
ic and other particulars 
of each family and indi-
vidual are to be updat-
ed/collected during the 
exercise of updation of 
NPR. No document is to 
be collected during this 
exercise,” he said reply-
ing to a written question.

Home Ministry sourc-
es said the central gov-
ernment has already 
started the outreach to 
allay the apprehensions 
of states by meeting chief 
ministers critical of the 
exercise. Punjab, Kerala, 
West Bengal, Rajasthan, 
Madhya Pradesh, Ch-
hattisgarh are some of 
the non-BJP ruled states 
which have apprehen-
sions about the NPR and 
critical towards the ex-
ercise. The NPR data will 
be collected along with 
the house-listing phase 
of the census to be con-
ducted from April 1 to 
September 30.

As part of this out-
reach, Registrar General 
and Census Commission-
er Vivek Joshi recently 
met Punjab Chief Minis-

ter Amarinder Singh and 
apprised him about the 
preparations for the cen-
sus and the NPR.

Punjab Assembly has 
adopted a resolution ex-
pressing opposition to 
the Citizenship Amend-
ment Act.

Joshi, who will su-
pervise the census and 
the NPR exercise coun-
try-wide, is expected to 
meet chief ministers of 
all states critical of the 
NPR, sources said. Sever-
al states, including Kera-
la, has said they will co-
operate with the census 
exercise but not NPR.

Recently, after at-
tending a meeting con-
vened by the registrar 
general, Rajasthan Chief 
Secretary D B Gupta said 
he and the representa-
tives of a few other states 
raised objections to a few 
questions to be asked by 
enumerators to people 
during the NPR exercise.

“We said certain ques-
tions in NPR are imprac-
tical, like questions re-
lated to the birth place of 
parents. There are many 
people in the country who 
even don’t know what was 
their birth place. I don’t 
know what is the purpose 
of such questions and we 
have told the meeting to 
remove such questions,” 
Gupta said. The objective 
of updating the NPR is to 
create a comprehensive 
identity database of every 
usual resident in the coun-
try. The database would 
contain demographic and 
biometric particulars.

The notification for 
the house-listing phase 
of census and NPR exer-
cise came recently amid 
furore over the conten-
tious Citizenship Amend-
ment Act (CAA).   

Kohli indicates 
‘mini transition’ 
of pace unit in 
near future
KUSHAN SARKAR
Christchurch, Mar 3 
(PTI): The Indian pace 
bowlers aren’t getting 
any younger and team’s 
think-tank realises the 
need to get the next 
crop of speed merchants 
ready in the near future, 
said skipper Virat Kohli.

While Jasprit Bum-
rah is expected to lead 
the pace pack for many 
more years, Ishant Shar-
ma, who will be 32 this 
year and Mohammed 
Shami (29) have already 
reached the peak of their 
prowess. Not to forget, 
Umesh Yadav will turn 33 
this year.

“These guys are not 
getting any younger so 
we need to be very care-
ful and very aware and 
accept that these are situ-
ations that can potential-
ly come up and have guys 
who can replace them 
and ready up and run-
ning as soon as possible,” 
skipper Kohli didn’t hide 
what’s in store in the next 
few years.

Ishant’s poorly han-
dled rehabilitation which 
saw a recurrence of an-
kle tear and the kind of 
workload that Shami 
has taken in the past two 
years, is an indicator that 
may be in another two 
years, this team has to be 
ready for transition in the 
pace department.

“From the point of 
view of the larger picture, 
we do need to recognise 
who are the next three-
four guys that can keep 
the standard up because 
you don’t want to feel a 
void suddenly if a couple 
of guys miss out,” Kohli 
gave enough indications 
that they are zeroing in 
new talents with an eye 
on future.

With Indian team’s 
packed schedule across 
formats, Kohli said 
that it’s inhuman to 
“squeeze the life out of 
individuals”.

“That’s what happens 
in cricket. Mini transi-
tions happen every now 
and then, and you need 
to be aware of them. You 
can’t squeeze the life 
out of individuals, and 
when they are done, 
you have no back-up. I 
think we as a side are 
pretty aware that these 
things are quite possi-
ble,” Kohli said.

Navdeep Saini is al-
ready a part of the set-
up and there are two or 
three more names in the 
pipeline, the skipper said.

“Saini is one who has 
come into the system. We 
have two-three more that 
we have an eye on. We 
need to be very careful 
and we need to under-
stand that this is one fac-
tor that has got us a lot of 
success and we need to 
make sure that standards 
are kept high, the skipper 
said. The kind of success 
that trio of Yadav, Ishant 
and Shami (Bumrah ex-
cluded) have got over years, 
Kohli wants men who can 
replicate their success.

“We recognise and 
understand guys who 
can do a similar job po-
tentially as well as these, 
Umesh included.”

While Kohli didn’t 
name any other fast 
bowlers but the poten-
tial ones in the pecking 
order for red ball cricket 
include Mohammed Sir-
aj of Hyderabad, Sand-
eep Warrier of Kerala, 
Avesh Khan of Madhya 
Pradesh and Ishant 
Porel of Bengal.
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CapitalTIMES

STATE BANK OF SIKKIM
(A Government of Sikkim Undertaking)

Ref: SBS/GTK(HO)/51/2020/606              Dated : March 2, 2020
CIRCULAR

In supersession to the earlier circular on the rate of interest on term deposits and on 
approval of the competent authority, the following revised rates shall be applicable 
w.e.f 03-03-2020. Rates are applicable for deposits upto Rs.1.00 Crore only. For de-
posits above Rs.1.00 Crore rates Bank shall prescribe rates on daily basis.

PERIOD NORMAL SR. CITIZEN

REVISED RATES REVISED RATES
7 DAYS TO 14 DAYS 4.55% 4.75%
15 DAYS TO 30 DAYS 4.75% 4.75%
31 DAYS TO 45 DAYS 4.75% 4.75%
46 DAYS TO 59 DAYS 6.00% 6.00%
60 DAYS TO 90 DAYS 6.50% 6.50%
91 DAYS TO 179 DAYS 6.50% 6.50%
180 DAYS TO 269 DAYS 7.00% 7.00%
270 DAYS TO 364 DAYS 7.00% 7.00%
1 YEAR TO 2 YEAR 7.50% 8.00%
2 YEAR 1 DAY TO 3 YEARS 7.00% 7.00%
3 YEARS 1 DAY TO 5 YEARS 6.50% 7.00%
ABOVE 5 YEARS 6.50% 7.00%

1.  The Revised rates shall be applicable to all new deposits and renewals effec-
tive on and from 03-03-2020.

2.  Penalty of 1% shall be levied for premature closure.
3.  0.50% above normal rates in the bracket of 1 Year and above shall be made 

applicable to Sr. citizens.
BY ORDER

Sd/-
MANAGING DIRECTOR

Regd Office & HO: National Highway 10, Gangtok – 737101 (Sikkim)
Phones: 202465

Website: www.statebankofsikkim.com Mail-id: info@statebankofsikkim.com 

Denzong Dapen trumps Sherabo 
in CM’s Gold Cup Archery

CM calls on Governor 

National Science Day at 
Riverine Elementary School

Deorali mainline taxi stand 
faces sewage problem

Clean up on 
Wednesday 
after Ministers 
intervene
NISIM SUBBA
Gangtok, 03 Mar:

The Siliguri mainline 
taxi stand at Deorali 

has been facing sewage 
leak problem for more 
than a week inconve-
niencing both taxi drivers 
and passengers. The stand 
being the first place tour-
ists experience when they 
visit Sikkim, the sewage 
problem leaves a bad im-
pression on visitors.

The problems caused 
by the sewage leak were 
shared on social media 
but no action was initi-

ated by the concerned 
department. The Gang-
tok Main Line Driver 
Association approached 
Gangtok Municipal Cor-
poration as well as Urban 
Development and Hous-
ing Department. Howev-

er, it was only when they 
apprised the Lok Sabha 
MP, Indra Hang Subba 
and UDHD Minister, Arun 
Upreti, that action was fi-
nally initiated.

Maintenance work at 
the stand is going to be-

gin on 04 March.
The taxi drivers said 

that it is the responsibil-
ity of the parking person-
nel to ensure the clean-
liness of the stand since 
they collect parking fee 
from all the vehicles.  

SUMMIT REPORT
GANGTOK, 03 Mar: 

Denzong Dapen out-
played Sherabo, North 

Sikkim in a contesting 
match played in the ongo-
ing 19th Chief Minister’s 

Gold Cup Archery Tourna-
ment [Compound] here at 
Archery Shooting Range 
in Tenzing Namgyal Me-
morial Ground, Tathangc-
hen on Tuesday. Denzong 
Dapen registered its victo-

ry with 21-14 points.
The next match of 

the tournament will be 
played between United 
Barfung, South Sikkim 
and Kobelco Thimpu, 
Bhutan, on Wednesday. 

SDF team donates essentials at STNM Hospital

SUMMIT REPORT
GANGTOK, 03 Mar: 

A Sikkim Democrat-
ic Front team vis-

ited STNM Hospital at 
Socheygang on Tuesday 
and donated various 
items. The visit was part 
of the party’s 28th foun-

dation day celebration to 
be held on 04 March. 

The team, which was 
led by former Minister, 
DB Thapa, also had se-
nior vice-president, SK 
Pradhan and other se-
nior leaders and workers 
of the party.

The team distributed 
50 dustbins, jug, buckets 
and other materials for 
hospital and Horlicks, 
biscuits and other eat-
ables for patients in the 
hospital. Thirty workers 
of the party also donated 
blood on the day.

Gangtok, 03 Mar (IPR): 
Chief Minister, Prem 
Singh Tamang called on 
the Governor of Sikkim, 
Ganga Prasad this morn-
ing and informed him 
about the various devel-
opmental works, prog-
ress, achievements and 
other important issues 
pertaining to the state.

During the meeting, 
the Governor briefed the 
CM about some important 
guidelines to be followed 
for the preparation of the 
reception of the Vice Pres-
ident of India, Venkaiah 

Naidu who is visiting Sik-
kim in the second week of 
March 2020.  

Representatives of 
Arya Samaj from Delhi, 
Binay Arya and Jogendra 
Khattar were also pres-
ent on the occasion. Gov-
ernor assured the Samaj 
an appointment with the 
Vice President during his 
visit to Sikkim.

Further, the Gover-
nor extended his grant 
of approval for the As-
sembly Budget Session 
to be held in the last 
week of March 2020.

SUMMIT REPORT
Singtam, 03 Mar:

National Science Day 
was observed at Riv-

erine Elementary School 
on 28 Feb. 

Students from classes 
IV to class VIII participat-
ed in the event which had 
their Principal, Bikki Rai, 
as the chief guest.  

Dichen Tamang from 

class VIII delivered a 
speech on Dr CV Raman. 
On the occasion, a sci-
ence club and science 
wall magazine were 
launched at the school. 

Students from all the 
classes demonstrated 
working models made by 
them and performed and 
explained many scientific 
experiments.

NBA warns 
players over 
interactions 
with fans
Los Angeles, Mar 3 
(AFP): Fist bumps are 
in, but high-fives are out 
-- NBA stars have been 
given a series of recom-
mendations as the league 
attempts to limit the im-
pact of the coronavirus 
outbreak on the sport.

ESPN reported on 
Monday that a memo 
sent to teams had out-
lined short-term mea-
sures aimed at protecting 
players from exposure to 
the virus, which has left 
six people dead in the 
United States so far.

The NBA memo rec-
ommends that players 
interacting with fans 
should bump fists rather 
than high-five.

The league also advis-
es players to avoid taking 
items such as pens, balls 
and jerseys to autograph.

“The health and safe-
ty of NBA players, coach-
es, staff, and fans is par-
amount,” the NBA and 
NBA Players Association 
said in the memo.

“We are consult-
ing with infectious dis-
ease experts, including 
the Centers for Disease 
Control (CDC), and a 
world-renowned infec-
tious disease researcher 
at Columbia University.

“We are also in regu-
lar communication with 
each other, NBA teams in-
cluding team physicians 
and athletic trainers, 
other professional sports 
leagues, and of course, 
many of you.” Some play-
ers have already taken 
steps to limit their expo-
sure to the virus.

Portland Trail Blazers 
star C.J. McCollum said 
Saturday he was no lon-
ger signing autographs 
because of the outbreak.

“Make sure y’all wash-
ing y’all hands with soap 
for 20 or more seconds & 
covering ya mouths when 
you cough,” McCollum 
wrote on Twitter.

“I am officially tak-
ing a break from signing 
autographs until further 
notice.” Other players 
were more circumspect.

Boston’s Kemba 
Walker said he would 
continue to sign auto-
graphs but added:

“Maybe I’ll just walk 
around with my own 
marker.” ESPN noted 
that NBA teams were 
also studying the impact 
the crisis could have on 
events such as pre-draft 
combines, on-site work-
outs and international 
scouting events.

Karnataka rushes to screen 
passengers, colleagues 

after Hyderabad man tests 
positive for coronavirus

Bengaluru, Mar 3 (PTI): 
The Karnataka govern-
ment on Tuesday said 
it has taken all required 
precautionary measures 
to control the spread 
of novel coronavirus 
(COVID-19) in the state 
and requested people not 
to panic.

Health Minister B Sri-
ramulu convened a meet-
ing of top officials of his 
department following in-
formation that the man, 
who tested positive for 
the virus in Telangana, 
had travelled from the 
city.

A Health department 
official said the man, who 
was working in Bengal-
uru, had travelled to Se-
cunderabad on the night 
of February 21 in a pri-
vate bus.

“All the passengers 
(of the bus) and (his) 
colleagues have been 
contacted and are under 
house-quarantine,” the 
official said, adding, pas-
sengers who were with 
him on the flight from 
Dubai are also being con-
tacted.

Also, people who 
worked with the techie 
have been asked to work 
from home.

“I appeal to people 
not to fear or panic. The 
government, the health 
and family welfare de-
partment and medical 
education department 
has taken all precaution-
ary measures,” Sriramulu 
told reporters here.

“We have taken pre-
cautionary measures 
at ports, airports and 
also conducting blood, 
required tests on people 
and tourists coming from 
other places,” he said. Ac-
cording to the minister, till 
now 39,391 foreign trav-
ellers have been screened 
and blood samples of 245 
people collected.

Tests were conducted 
on 240 people and their 
result has come out as 

negative, he said, adding 
that report of two more 
was awaited, and “unof-
ficially we have come to 
know they are also neg-
ative.”

The condition of the 
24-year-old man, who 
tested positive for the 
virus, was stable and 
he was being treated in 
an isolated ward at the 
state-run Gandhi hospi-
tal in Hyderabad, the Tel-
angana government had 
said on Monday.

The man, a software 
engineer who works 
here, had been to Dubai 
last month on an official 
visit, where he is sus-
pected to have contract-
ed the virus.

The minister said, ac-
cording to the informa-
tion received, the IT em-
ployee working in Ben-
galuru had gone to Dubai 
on February 16. When he 
was tested on his return 
at the airport here, the 
result was negative, the 
minister said.

The man then trav-
elled from Bengaluru to 
Hyderabad by bus after 
staying here for a cou-
ple of days.He had fever 
thereafter, contacted 
doctors there and tested 
postive for the infection, 
Sriramulu said.

About 23 people, 
who travelled with him, 
and his roommates have 
been screened and tests 
are being conducted as 
precautionary measure, 
according to sources.

There were 92 flats in 
the apartment in which 
he was staying and tests 
and precautionary mea-
sures are being taken 
regarding all of them, the 
minister said.

To a question about 
the company where he 
worked, Medical educa-
tion minister K Sudhakar 
said the firm has been 
informed and it will ask 
their employees to work 
from home.  
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WRITE US: 
Readers are invited to comment on, criticise, run 
down, even appreciate if they like something in 
this paper. Letters carrying abusive/ indecorous 
language and personal attacks, except when 
against people responsible in this newspaper 
(who are fair game), will have to be ignored. 
Letters which carry forward a conversation or 
initiate a dialogue will command immediate 
attention and receive prominence.  Mail us at: 
news@summittimes.com

What Next for SDF?
The party needs to invest in long-

delayed introspection

The Sikkim Democratic Front celebrates its 28th 
foundation day on Wednesday, 04 March. The 

party, which, while in government, had weathered 
the occasional desertions and challenges rather 
well, went into accelerated inconsequentiality 
staggeringly fast and really has no one to blame save 
its own refusal to introspect in time. As much as 
this must have distressed party loyalists, it was also 
distressing for Sikkim which had voted an extremely 
strong Opposition into the legislative assembly only 
to have received a confused, uncommunicative and 
duplicitous clutch of elected representatives. Regional 
parties have traditionally not aged with grace in 
Sikkim, but one had hoped that the SDF would prove 
otherwise given that it had held strong for nearly 
three decades, even though buttressed by sycophancy 
that power attracts. What the party clearly forgot was 
that SDF was voted into power in 1994 barely a year 
after it was formed and then had an uninterrupted 
stay in government until 2019. This telescoped run 
to power came at the cost of the party foregoing the 
commitment required to build a foundation strong 
enough to withstand the buffeting of lost elections.

In fact, until SDF happened, regional outfits had 
not weathered even the years in power too well, 
struggling with unsteady alliances, infirm loyalties 
and imperfect mergers, a hint of which is playing 
out again in Sikkim. In that sense, SDF has remained 
consistently resolute and politically independent, 
congratulations are hence in order and well deserved. 
But just that much is not enough. Sikkim had indulged 
SDF and its leader consistently for 25 years and the 
party owes it to the Sikkimese to find its voice and 
feet. The party wasted its last term in sulking paranoia 
and paid the price for it. It should not spend its years 
in Opposition sulking and withdrawn because then 
it risks become irrelevant and when it slips into 
irrelevance, it will lose its legacy as well. That would 
be a shame because SDF has much to be proud of, 
both, as a party and as a government.

SDF will well for itself, its future and legacy to 
shake off the stupefied disbelief of its electoral loss, 
stop blaming the people, own up to its shortcomings, 
and there have been many, step back and invest in 
some mature introspection, something it should 
honestly undertaken every 4th of March. Such a 
pause was however never undertaken because the 
leaders and the party-workers remained content 
with personality worship and shallow back-slapping. 
Such a pause, however, will be well recommended 
since the party, after the first nearly two decades of 
breakneck advances and victories, had cuddled into a 
plateau during its last tenure in office and then gone 
into a free fall. It needs to realize that staying afloat 
on a reasonably comfortable thermal had infused 
a snobbishness which distanced the people and 
strengthened the Opposition. SDF’s surge to power 
owed everything to a the fire-in-the-belly gusto with 
which it approached its politics – working in earnest 
in rural Sikkim even as it matched wits with veterans 
and won the game of political stratagem on the streets 
and the towns. It was quick on its feet and genuine in 
its engagements. It should reassess where it stands 
vis a vis its inspired earlier years. 

The party’s leaders - new and whoever is left of 
the old guard – should return to the original approach 
that had brought the party together in 1993. The 
convenience of being in power had become reason 
enough to stay together earlier and when it became 
the only reason, desertions took over. 

Should such an introspection be undertaken, some 
of the answers and facts might embarrass, but there 
should be no shame in confronting uncomfortable 
situations. In fact, it is only such soul-searching that 
can keep further embarrassments at bay. This soul-
searching is also necessary because the SDF owes 
it to Sikkim to do better by them and not allow the 
lethargy which lost them the votes to become this 
whining blame-game which keeps it in denial and 
loses it its relevance and legacy.

Coronavirus unites a divided China in 
fear, grief and anger at government

A brief history of invisibility on screen
MARC LONGENECKER
theconversation.com

What would you do if you could 
be invisible? Would this new-

found power bring out the best in 
you, instilling you with the courage to 
discreetly sabotage the efforts of evil-
doers? Or would the ability to slip in 
and out of rooms unnoticed tap into 
darker impulses?

This alluring fantasy has long 
been fodder for filmmakers, many 
of whom have taken cues from the 
eponymous character in H.G. Wells’ 
1897 novel, “The Invisible Man.”

First adapted to the screen in 
1933, the invisible man (and his de-
scendents) appeared in six films from 
1933 to 1951. Now, he’ll be making 
his latest screen (dis)appearance in a 
film directed by Leigh Whannell. This 
iteration takes a horror-movie tack: 
Its protagonist, played by Elisabeth 
Moss, is harassed by an ex who has 
faked his own death. But beyond “The 
Invisible Man” franchise, the concept 
of invisibility has inspired a raft of 
movies over the decades.

As a film professor who studies 
adaptations and series, I’m most in-
terested in the versatility of these 
invisible characters. They can star in 
cautionary tales or embody underdog 
heroes; they can act as vessels for so-
cial critique or vehicles for masochis-
tic power fantasies.

The mechanics of invisibility
For almost as long as people have 

been appearing onscreen, they’ve 
been disappearing. French illusionist 
and experimental filmmaker Georges 
Méliès was one of the first to toy with 
the concept of invisibility. Using hid-
den cuts, he would create the illusion 
of a character vanishing into thin air.

Universal’s 1933 “The Invisible 
Man” was the first official adaptation 

of the Wells novel. Depicting an in-
visible character over the course of 
a film was no small task. But director 
James Whale came up with ingenious 
solutions that other filmmakers 
would later mimic. 

The costume Whale created – a 
bandaged head, dark glasses, over-
coat and gloves – became the default 
way to represent an invisible charac-
ter on screen.

When the invisible character isn’t 
wearing the costume, props manipu-
lated by wires or unseen hands would 
signal his presence: a bicycle rolling 
down the street, collapsing cushions 
and rocking chairs. The invisible man 
also, helpfully, talks a lot.

Amazingly, all of this was done 
without green screens or CGI. To cre-
ate the effect of invisible body parts 
in scenes where actor Claude Rains 
is wearing a suit and hat, Whale had 
Rains wear a black velvet suit and be 
filmed against a black velvet back-
ground. The filmmakers then used 
this footage to composite the actor’s 
props and costumes into the rest of 
the scene, making him appear invis-
ible within the space.

The many faces of invisibility
More and more films would go on 

to explore the power of invisibility. 
But it never came to serve any one 
specific purpose.

H.G. Wells had script approval 
over the 1933 version, so it remains 
relatively faithful to his original work. 
Like the novel, the film is about a lon-
er scientist who chooses to test an 
invisibility serum he’s developed on 
himself – only to realize he can’t re-
verse the effects.

Wells’ invisible man is an anti-he-
ro; despite a gradual slide into violent 
megalomania, we’re supposed to see 
a tragedy of scientific ambition – and 
its effect on someone who loses self, 

soul and life in pursuit of progress.
But starting in 1934, increased 

enforcement of the Motion Picture 
Production Code encouraged films 
to be written with a clearer moral 
framework. So subsequent studio-era 
versions tended to couch invisible 
characters as victims who wielded 
the power of invisibility to right a 
wrong.

For example, in 1940’s “The Invis-
ible Man Returns” and 1951’s “Abbot 
and Costello Meet the Invisible Man,” 
sympathetic scientists turn wrong-
fully accused men invisible so they 
can escape capture, discover who 
framed them and clear their names.

In “Invisible Agent,” a descendant 
of the original invisible man agrees 
to distribute the invisibility serum to 
the U.S. military to help combat the 
Nazis. Working in service of Holly-
wood’s propaganda goals, this is the 
most overtly heroic version.

1940’s “The Invisible Woman,” on 
the other hand, addresses wider social 
injustices. It tells the story of a frustrat-
ed working girl who answers a kooky 
inventor’s ad and agrees to test-run his 
invisibility machine. It works – and she 
immediately decides to exact revenge 
on her cruel boss, spooking him with 
her disembodied voice and threaten-
ing him until he agrees to enact better 
working conditions.

This film offers a variation on an-
other recurring scenario in films that 
feature invisible characters: The dis-
embodied voice of the invisible hero 
lectures a bewildered, frightened an-
tagonist, assuming the voice of some-
one’s conscience, a ghostly judge or a 
voice of God.

In a way, she gives voice to everything 
an audience might fantasize about saying 
to a belittling authority figure, whether 
it’s a boss, policeman or teacher.

A return to cynicism. As time goes 

on, films featuring invisible charac-
ters swung back towards exploring 
the slippery slope of granting people 
this superpower.

In “The Invisible Man’s Revenge,” 
the psychologically damaged protag-
onist wants to exact revenge on for-
mer friends he thinks have cheated 
him. As luck would have it, he conve-
niently stumbles upon a mad scien-
tist willing to lend him a hand. Yes, he 
ends up being felled by a heroic dog, 
but the film nonetheless creatively 
imagines the horrors of power in the 
wrong hands.

More recently, 2000’s “Hollow 
Man” has a title that suggests both 
the literal and symbolic effects of 
invisibility. Its invisible lead is an ar-
rogant, entitled scientist who – like 
Wells’ protagonist – experiments on 
himself. But as he explores his pow-
ers of invisibility, he indulges himself 
in increasingly violent ways. Direc-
tor Paul Verhoeven is known for his 
lurid, often vicious social critiques, 
and “Hollow Man” is no different: Key 
scenes are shot from behind the eyes 
of the power-mad invisible villain 
as he prepares to sexually assault a 
neighbor, forcing viewers to uncom-
fortably consider their identification 
with the predator. 

In a sign that times continue to 
change, the invisible subgenre’s 2020 
entry contains a timely social cri-
tique. Rather than indulging viewers 
in a power fantasy, the perspective 
shifts back to the victim. As she at-
tempts to convince others that her 
abusive ex is still alive and harassing 
her, it isn’t difficult to sense cultural 
undercurrents of toxic masculinity 
and society’s unwillingness to listen 
to victims.

[the writer is Assistant 
Professor of the Practice in Film 

Studies, Wesleyan University]

YUQI NA
theconversation.com

The coronavirus known as COVID-19 has killed 
more than 3,000 people and spread into Europe 

and Latin America, raising fears of a global pandemic.
But in China, where the outbreak began, it took 

just one death to unleash the grief and fury of a na-
tion. On Feb. 7, 34-year-old Dr. Li Wenliang – one 
of eight whistle-blowers who first sounded alarms 
about the new coronavirus in Hubei Province back 
in December – died from coronavirus.

Public vigils were held across the country. Chi-
nese people angry over the government’s handling 
of the public health emergency also went online en 
masse and placed blame for Li’s death squarely at 
the government’s feet.

Using text, songs, pictures and symbolic imag-
ery to evade censors, they asserted that the Chi-
nese government had both covered up the corona-
virus outbreak and downplayed the seriousness of 
the disease, causing avoidable deaths.

A song from the musical “Les Misérables,” “Do 
you hear the people sing?,” made the rounds on so-
cial media. One lyric celebrates “the music of the 
people/Who will not be slaves again!” – a refrain 
of resistance that recalls the Chinese national an-
them, “Arise, ye who refuse to be slaves!”

One civil rights activist even published an open 
letter asking President Xi Jinping to resign.

This brief blossoming of free speech end-
ed quickly. Within several days of Li’s death, the 
hashtag #IWantFreedomOfSpeech – which had 
gone viral on Weibo, the Chinese equivalent of 
Twitter – was deleted. Zhiyong Xu, the activist who 
demanded Xi’s resignation, was arrested. 
STATE CONTROL VERSUS POPULAR ANGER

While short-lived, the popular anger over coro-
navirus was a significant development in China. 
Such open dissent would have been unimaginable 
just a few months ago.

Chinese media and the internet have developed 
along two separate but ultimately repressive paths, 
my doctoral research on the political economy of 
the Chinese internet shows. But the government 
normally maintains strong authority over both.

Online news media, which emerged in the 1990s 
in China, was immediately integrated into the tradi-
tional state media system and strictly controlled. Ac-
cording to Reporters Without Borders, China ranks 
177 out of 180 countries in press freedom.

For-profit businesses have more freedom to op-
erate on the internet as a means to boost China’s 
economy – as long as their business operations 
don’t challenge authority. As a result, Chinese so-
cial media platforms like WeChat and Weibo are 
vibrant and well used, but they are dominated by 
entertainment, gossip and other sensational con-
tent – not political speech.

During the height of coronavirus fury, the gov-

ernment lost control of both realms of the Chinese 
internet. On social media, celebrity gossip gave 
way to discussions of public affairs, social issues 
and politics. Comments critical of the government, 
normally deleted quickly, were widely circulated.

China’s most daring investigative journalists 
joined the fray.

The day after Dr. Li’s death, on Feb. 8, Yicai Mag-
azine published a timeline showing the spread of the 
coronavirus in an article titled, “If there was a possi-
bility to sound the alarm on Wuhan, which day would 
it be?” Other outlets published investigative stories 
about government disinformation, corruption within 
aid groups and the scarcity of medical supplies.
A GAPING CLASS DIVIDE

The public outcry over coronavirus was also 
unprecedented because in a society that has long 
been deeply divided, it united Chinese across class-
es and geography.

Ever since China “opened up” its socialist econ-
omy in 1978, partially liberalizing markets and re-
ducing the state’s oversight over all economic ac-
tivity, gross domestic product has grown by around 
10% annually. More than 850 million Chinese peo-
ple were lifted out of poverty.

But surging growth has brought roaring income 
inequality – among the world’s worst. Chinese so-
ciety is hugely divided between rural and urban 
areas, with urban households earning on average 
more than three times as much as rural house-
holds, according to the Organization for Economic 
Cooperation and Development.

China’s inequality is geographic, too. While priv-
ileged elite and middle classes in coastal cities have 
access to top-notch education systems, health care 
and infrastructure, inland residents frequently lack 
access to these services. Rural unemployment is high. 

Internet access is among China’s unevenly dis-
tributed services. According to the 2019 report 
from the China Internet Network Information Cen-
ter, 61% of Chinese people can get online at home 
or on a mobile device, whereas Northern Europe 
has the highest online penetration rate of 95% and 
Western Europe 92%.

The internet has proven to be a powerful tool 
for China’s “have-less” and “have-nots” to connect 
with each other and with job opportunities.

Unlike in other countries where online activ-
ism has triggered mass protests, the internet has 
not historically enabled Chinese people to come to-
gether across economic and social divides to pro-
test their government.

Most social movements in China – both on-
line and offline – gain traction only within similar 
groups whose interests are clearly aligned. En-
vironmental protests against the construction of 
chemical plants in the cities of Xiamen and Dalian 
in 2007 and 2011, for example, drew students and 
urbanites. Labor protests for better pay, working 
conditions and the right to unionize in 2018 were 
confined to China’s working classes.
CLASS SOLIDARITY

Coronavirus is different: The threat is universal.
The outbreak affects Chinese across classes and 

threatens different interest groups within classes. Quar-
antines of entire villages and communities, sealed off as 

the government tries to control the outbreak of the vi-
rus, impact the lives of every single resident.

Nor are rural areas exempt from coronavirus. 
The Chinese migrant workers who live in the out-
skirts of cities were headed back to their rural 
hometowns en masse when the virus hit during 
the Chinese New Year – the largest annual human 
migration in the world, called “Chunyun.” Some 
of them brought coronavirus with them to places 
where the lack of medical resources is severe.

Economically, coronavirus hurts a wide swath 
of Chinese society, too. With factories and offices 
shuttered, both white-collar and blue-collar work-
ers are facing potential layoffs or delayed return to 
work, depriving them of income. Street vendors, 
shops and service industries are all hit hard.

Between the seriousness of the virus and the 
mass pause of all Chinese society, everyone seems 
to be questioning systemic problems long disguised 
or ignored in the Communist Party’s discourse of 
stability, nationalism and economic development.

The lack of government transparency, a censored 
press, inequality and the shortage of medical resourc-
es are longstanding problems in China. Coronavirus 
brought them to the fore, and, if only for a brief mo-
ment, the Chinese people demanded better. 

[the writer is Course Instructor 
, Fordham University]
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Heavy rains lash Kolkata, 
parts of south Bengal

Kolkata Police arrests one 
more for ‘goli maro...’ slogan

Kolkata prayer meet for people of China

Official thrashed as 
prisoners turn violent in 

West Bengal’s Baruipur jail
No Coronavirus infected 

person in Assam: Minister

Official thrashed as prisoners turn 
violent in West Bengal’s Baruipur jail

Opposition BJP continues demand for LoP

OUP conference on religion, society in South Asia

Ranchi, Mar 3 (PTI): An 
all-party meeting con-
vened by Jharkhand As-
sembly Speaker Rabin-
dra Nath Mahato to break 
the logjam over the BJPs 
persistent demand for 
announcement of the 
Leader of Opposition 
(LoP) in the House failed 
to resolve the issue on 
Tuesday.

When the BJP MLAs 
continued their protest 

for the third day de-
manding the chair to 
“do justice” on the is-
sue of LoP, the Speaker 
convened an all-party 
meeting in his cham-
ber, taking a 20-minute 
break of the house.

However, when the 
house resumed, the BJP 
MLAs raised the matter 
again and when Finance 
Minister Rameshwar 
Oraon started the Bud-

get speech, the saffron 
party legislators walked 
out in protest against 
their demand being not 
“listened to”.

Babulal Marandi, who 
continues to sit in the al-
lotted seat since special 
session between January 
6-8 silently for the last 
three days, also joined 
the walkout.

Marandi has been 
elected as the BJP-LP 

leader in Februart end 
and the party informed 
the office of the Speaker 
about it.

Earlier, as soon as 
the house began, the 
BJP MLAs, Biranchi 
Narayan, Anant Kumar 
Ojha, Amar Kumar Bau-
ri, Bhanu Pratap Sahi, 
Amit Mandal, Neera 
Yadav and other party 
lawmakers trooped and 
sat in the well in sup-

port of their demand.
The ruling MLAs, Bai-

jnath Ram, Lobin Hem-
bram, Irfan Ansari and 
some other legislators 
also walked into the well 
in protest against the op-
position disrupting the 
house proceedings.

Asking the members 
to go back to their seats 
and allow the question 
hour in the interest of the 
people, the Speaker reit-
erated that justice would 
be done.

Would you give me 
some time? Justice will 
be done, the Speaker 
asked the members.

When the din con-
tinued, the Speaker 
called leaders of re-
spective political par-
ties to meet them in 
his chamber to discuss 
about the stalemate.

The meeting ap-
peared futile as the op-
position members con-
tinued with their protest 
and staged a walkout as 
soon as Finance Minister 
Rameshwar Oraon began 
his budget speech.

Guwahati, Mar 3 (PTI): 
A total 55 persons com-
ing from China were kept 
under surveillance for 
28 days and two were 
admitted in a hospital 
in the state since Janu-
ary 15 till the date, the 
Assam Assembly was in-
formed on Tuesday.

Replying to a query 
by BJP MLA Numal Mo-
min, Minister of State 
for Health and Family 
Welfare Pijush Hazarika 
said no person has been 
found infected with nov-
el Coronavirus in Assam 
till now.

Out of the 55, 46 have 

completed 28 days of ob-
servation period and the 
remaining are in home 
quarantine for the incuba-
tion period, Hazarika said.

He informed the 
House that two persons 
with mild symptoms 
were admitted at Gauhati 
Medical College and Hos-
pital and kept in isolation 
wards, but their sample 
tested negative.

“The Assam govern-
ment is undertaking all 
necessary precautions 
to prevent outbreak 
of Coronavirus in the 
state We are prepared 
to restrict the epidemic 

if there is any positive 
case,” Hazarika said.

He informed that all 
Deputy Commissioners 
and senior health offi-
cials have been sensi-
tised on the disease.

Already 73 gram 
sabha meetings have 
been organised in the 
bordering districts and 
more are planned. In addi-
tion to this medical teams 
have been deployed at all 
airports, he said.

The Minister said the 
government is now con-
sidering to put medical 
teams at railway sta-
tions also.

New Delhi, Mar 3 (PTI): 
Oxford University Press 
will host the first edition 
of The Open Quote, a con-
ference aimed at stimu-
lating informed dialogue 
on relevant socio-cultur-
al matters in South-Asia.

The day-long confer-
ence on Wednesday will 
see academicians dis-
cuss various forms and 
levels of engagement 
between religion and 
society that has devel-
oped in South Asia.

Titled ‘Religion and 
Society in Contemporary 
South Asia’, the confer-
ence will reflect upon key 
issues including cultural 
nuances and changing 
definition of religion in 
the modern day context; 
economical dimensions 
of religion; issues of re-
ligion, law and legality; 
and representation of re-
ligion in popular culture 
among others. The inter-

action aims at discussing 
why religion and society 
are important in contem-
porary South Asia; how 
concepts like religion and 
faith have evolved over a 
period of time; and how 
open dialogues like these 
will benefit students and 
faculties at large.

Naveen Choudhary, 
associate director (mar-
keting) at Oxford Uni-
versity Press (India) says 
the topic of religion and 
society was chosen as 
it is empirical to revisit 
the basics and address, 
introspect and redefine 
phrases like religion, sec-
ularism, and modernity.

“Religion has acted as 
a major binding force in 
society by imbibing cer-
tain moral values, espe-
cially in South Asia where 
it is a predominant force 
in all the non-secular as 
well as secular nations. 
With time, religion has 

blended with politics 
in society and religious 
influence that stands in-
terwoven with the social 
and political order has 
been difficult to unwind 
and remove despite best 
of efforts done in the 
past,” he says.

The idea of Oxford 
Open Quote, according 
to him, is to “unbox and 
uncover one subject area 
at a time”. In the coming 
conferences, we will dis-
cuss other socio-culture 
matters that are import-
ant to the South-Asia 
market, he adds.

The conference aims 
to reach out to students, 
faculties, academicians 
and scholars and stim-
ulate informed dia-
logue between the 
participants, thereby 
making fresh ideas 
available to the larger 
public, especially the 
young generation.

Kolkata, Mar 3 (PTI): 
A fourth person, alleged 
to be a BJP supporter, has 
been arrested for rais-
ing provocative slogan 
-- “desh ke gaddaro ko, 
goli maro ...” (shoot the 
traitors) -- while head-
ing for Union Home 
Minister Amit Shah’s 
rally in the city, police said 
on Tuesday.

Sujit Barua (51), 
a resident of Ghola of 
Sodepur in North 24 Par-
ganas district, was picked 
up by police on Monday 
night after he was identi-
fied from a video footage, 
a senior Kolkata Police 
official said.

Like the three other 
arrested “BJP support-
ers”, Barua has been 
booked for promoting 
enmity between different 
groups and doing acts 

prejudicial to mainte-
nance of harmony, crim-
inal intimidation, com-
mitting public mischief 
and common intention, 
he said.

Among the three ar-
rested earlier, two -- Pan-
kaj Prasad and Surendra 
Kumar Tewary -- have 
been sent to police cus-
tody for three days, while 
Dhruva Basu was grant-
ed bail by a city court on 
Monday on grounds of 
age and ill health, he said.

The video footage 
was shared with the 
home department and 
the arrests were made 
after getting its nod, he 
said.

“Search for a few oth-
ers identified from the 
video footage is on,” the 
IPS officer said.

The state BJP lead-

ership has been denying 
the involvement of any 
party worker in the inci-
dent and termed it as the 
“handiwork of the TMC 
(Trinamool Congress)”.

The men shouted the 
slogan while they were 
passing the Maidan Mar-
ket in downtown Espla-
nade en route to the rally 
venue at nearby Shahid 
Minar ground.

The union home 
minister was on a day-
long visit to Kolkata on 
Sunday.

There has been a 
controversy over raising 
of such slogans during 
BJP rallies during Del-
hi assembly polls and 
protests in favour of 
the Citizenship Amend-
ment Act (CAA) due to 
allegations that they 
provoke violence.

Baruipur(WB), Mar 
3 (PTI): A jail official 
was thrashed as he tried 
to stop violent clashes 
between two groups of 
inmates of the Baruipur 
correctional home in 
West Bengal’s South 24 
Parganas district, offi-
cials said on Tuesday.

Sub Jailer Shyamal 
Bhattacharya was beat-
en up when he inter-
vened as clashes broke 
out between the two 
groups on Monday eve-
ning, they said.

The prisoners then 
started hurling stones 
and vandalised parts of 
the correctional home, 
which was inaugurated 
by Chief Minister Mama-
ta Banerjee in November 
2018, the officials said.

Bhattacharya has 
been admitted to the 

Baruipur sub- division-
al hospital.

A large contingent of 
police force was rushed 
to the spot but the situ-
ation came under con-
trol in the early hours 
of Tuesday after senior 
officers spoke to the in-
mates, they said.

Though officials 
were tight-lipped about 
what sparked the vio-
lence, a senior police of-
ficer said that the pris-
oners levelled several 
allegations against the 
jail authorities.

The officer said that 
the inmates have been 
promised that no action 
will be taken for the 
vandalism in a bid to 
pacify them.

It was decided that 
superintendent of the 
correctional home and 

the additional jailer will 
be transferred in a few 
days, he said, adding 
that the allegations of 
the prisoners will also be 
probed.

Superintendent of 
Police Rashid Munir 
Khan has also given his 
phone number to the 
inmates and told them 
that they can call him in 
case of any problem, of-
ficials said.

Correctional admin-
istration minister Ujjwal 
Biswas visited the jail 
late in the night and took 
stock of the situation.

On Saturday, a life 
convict went atop a 
building of the How-
rah district jail and 
threatened to commit 
suicide, alleging irreg-
ularities at the correc-
tional home.

Kolkata, Mar 3 (PTI): 
Lawyers owing alle-
giance to the Left parties 
and Congress took out a 
rally in the city on Tues-
day in protest against the 
Citizenship Amendment 
Act and National Register 
of Citizens.

The rallyists, carrying 
placards with slogans ‘We 
oppose CAA’, ‘We oppose 
NRC’, walked the 2 km dis-
tance from Mallickbazar 

to Park Circus crossing.
Hundreds of lawyers 

of Calcutta High Court 
and lower courts in the 
city joined the rally by 
‘Lawyers for Democracy’.

“We also condemn 
the communal violence 
in Delhi which claimed 
many lives,” one of the 
protesting lawyers said.

The forum had taken 
out a rally on the same 
issue earlier last month.

Kolkata, Mar 3 (PTI): 
Thunderclouds, aided by 
a trough over Gangetic 
West Bengal, triggered 
heavy showers in parts of 
Kolkata and several dis-
tricts across south Ben-
gal on Tuesday evening.

The thunderclouds 
were formed at a height 
of 5.8 km from the 
ground level, leading to 
heavy rains that began 
around 5 pm, an official 
of the Regional Meteoro-
logical Centre said.

The unseasonal rains, 
accompanied by hail-
storm and heavy winds 

in some areas, brought 
traffic to a standstill in 
the city during the eve-
ning rush hours, incon-
veniencing home- bound 
commuters.

Parts of Bankura, Pu-
rulia, East and West Me-
dinipur, Howrah, North 
and South 24 Parganas 
districts received heavy 
rains, the official said.

There was no report 
of any casualty in the city 
due to the rains, Kolkata 
Police sources said, add-
ing that a tree fell in the 
Chingrighata area causing 
damage to a parked car.

Kolkata, Mar 3 (PTI): 
A prayer meet was held 
in the city on Tuesday 
for the people of Chi-
na where the death 
toll in the deadly 
coronavirus disease 
has reached 2,943.

Chinese Consul Gen-
eral in Kolkata Zha Liyou 

joined the prayer meet as 
did the spiritual leaders 
from all religions.

An overwhelmed Li-
you said he had prayed 
that the disease be de-
feated soon.

The prayer meet was 
organised by the Rak-
shak Foundation.

Kerala govt convenes all-party 
meet on NPR on Mar 16

Thiruvananthapuram, 
Mar 3 (PTI): The Ker-
ala government, which 
has already put on hold 
the National Population 
Register (NPR) activities 
in the state, on Tuesday 
said an all-party meeting 
would be held on March 
16 to allay any confusion 
with regard to the census 
enumeration.

Chief Minister Pina-
rayi Vijayan made the 
announcement in the 
state assembly after 
some members of the 
Congress-led UDF raised 
fears that along with cen-
sus, queries regarding 
the NPR could also figure 
during the enumeration.

The meeting will be 
held at 5 pm in the state 
capital.

Earlier, the CPI(M)-
led Left Democratic 
Front government had 
assured the state assem-
bly it would not imple-
ment the NPR but would 
go ahead with the census 
process.

It had in December 
last ordered stoppage of 
all activities in connec-
tion with NPR in the state 
considering ‘apprehen-
sions’ of the public that it 
would lead to the Nation-
al Register of Citizenship 
(NRC) in the wake of the 
Citizenship Amendment 
Act (CAA).
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The Copa del Rey has been revamped and revitalised this season
MARK SOCHON
Madrid, 03 Mar [theGuardian]: 
The widely accepted narrative 
seems to be that domestic cup 
competitions are in the doldrums. 
Many have lost the old magic and 
are struggling to stay relevant in 
an increasingly crowded football 
calendar. That was certainly the 
case for the Copa del Rey before 
it was radically transformed this 
season. So far, the early signs are 
encouraging.

Even though the Copa del Rey 
is the oldest football competition 
in Spain, predating La Liga by 26 
years, it has never carried quite 
the same sense of tradition of the 
FA Cup. Nor has it previously been 
inclusive enough to allow for the 
type of Cinderella stories that are 
relatively common in the Coupe de 
France. Two-legged ties, seeding 
and a format that ensured only 12 
lower league sides would remain 
by the time top-flight clubs en-
tered made it almost impossible 
for smaller clubs to progress to 
the latter rounds. Last season the 
round-of-16 was made up of 15 
top-flight clubs and Sporting Gi-
jón, who had only dropped down 
into the Segunda División a couple 
of years earlier. Not since 1980 – 
when Real Madrid bizarrely met 
their reserve team – has a lower 
division side reached the Copa del 
Rey final.

The Spanish football federation 
eventually came to their senses 
and prevented reserve teams from 
featuring, but they struggled to 
stop the competition from falling 
into decline. Not only did the Copa 
feel as though it had been designed 
to protect big clubs and minimise 
the chance of upsets, but fixture 
congestion also became a problem. 
Valencia, the winners last year, had 
to play 21 matches in the first 10 
weeks of 2019 – six of them in the 
Copa del Rey.

Clubs in the bottom half of La 
Liga invariably prioritised their 
fight for survival; and teams high-
er up the table found it difficult to 
combine European commitments 
with the elongated, two-legged 
Copa. Only the best resourced 
squads could cope: every Copa del 
Rey final since 2010 has featured 
either Real Madrid or Barcelona 
(or both of them).

The widespread dissatisfaction 
with the format coupled with the 

Copa del Rey’s lack of a clear sense 
of tradition has at least made 
the overhaul easier and less 
controversial than it would be 
in many other countries. There 
were few complaints when 
a streamlined format for an-
nounced before this season.

There have been three big 
changes. Firstly, the two-legged 
snoozefests in the early rounds 
have been scrapped. Every tie up 
to and including the quarter-finals 
is settled on the night. Secondly, 
the number of clubs who are still 
in the tournament when the first 
top-flight teams enter has shot 
up from six to 75, giving a host of 
sides from the Tercera División 
the chance to test themselves 
against elite opponents – in many 
cases for the first time. And third-
ly – and most significantly – even 
though there is still seeding to en-
sure clubs from higher divisions 
are drawn against lower-league 
opponents when possible, the low-
er-ranked clubs are always given 
home advantage.

As a result, every top-tier team 
has faced at least one tricky away 
tie over the past few months as 
the Copa del Rey has visited small 
villages, towns and islands across 
Spain in a manner that was not 
possible before. There have been 
various tales of cup magic, with the 
revamped competition clearly cap-
turing the imagination of Spanish 
football fans – particularly those of 
smaller teams. Perhaps the most 

inspiring story is that of Unioni-
stas de Salamanca, a fan-owned 
club set up following the disso-
lution of UD Salamanca in 2013. 
Unionistas play in Las Pistas, a tiny 
athletics stadium that sits beside a 
17,000-seat stadium that is used 
by their local rivals. When Union-
istas drew Real Madrid in the third 
round of the Copa, the obvious 
solution was to play the game at 
their neighbours’ ground or switch 
back to the Santiago Bernabéu, 
which would have earned the club 
around €500,000 – their entire an-
nual budget.

Unionistas president Miguel 
Angel Sandoval had other ideas, 
though. “This clash must be played 
in Las Pistas,” he said. “We can’t 
allow this match to be held any-
where else, because this tourna-
ment rewards the humble.”

He was as good as his word. 
Real Madrid visited Las Pistas 
and won 3-1, but a small club’s 
decision to put principles before 
profit was the real story. As well 
as turning down the huge windfall 
that a stadium switch would have 
generated, Unionistas also refused 
to sell advertising space to betting 
companies for the televised clash. 
The day before what was the biggest 
game in their history by far, they also 
became the first Spanish club to sign 
up to Common Goal, committing to 
give 1% of their matchday income to 
charitable causes.

Just minutes before Real Ma-
drid kicked off in Salamanca, Bar-

celona were catching their breath 
after surviving an almighty scare in 
Ibiza, an island synonymous with 
many things, none of which are 
football-related. Dubbed “Europe’s 
best away day” when the draw was 
made, those sentiments would not 
have been shared by new Barça 
boss Quique Setien when his side 
were 1-0 down going into the final 
20 minutes against third-tier op-
ponents. A late brace from Antoine 
Griezmann saved Barcelona from 
what would have been one of the 
biggest cup upsets of all time.

The Copa also left Spanish 
territory this season when FC An-
dorra – owned by Barça defend-
er Gerard Piqué – took top-flight 
Leganés to penalties in the first 
round. Even when smaller clubs 
have not acquitted themselves so 
well, they have still produced feel-
good stories. After demolishing 
fourth-tier minnows Becerril 8-0, 
Real Sociedad invited the entire 
village, including the club’s play-
ers and staff, to come and watch a 
game at the Anoeta Stadium, with 
transport, tickets and dinner all 
laid on by the Basque club. There 
are only 754 people in Becerril but 
it was still a tremendous gesture.

Eibar made a similar offer to 
Cacereño defender Alberto Delga-
do after his nightmare 93rd-min-
ute own goal settled the clubs’ 
second-round meeting. Whether 
an all-expenses-paid trip to the 
Ipurúa stadium really cheered him 
up is open to debate, but credit 

must go to the Eibar players who 
refrained from celebrating their late 
winner and went over to console the 
devastated Delgado instead.

The new Copa format has 
served up plenty of shocks. When 
Real Jaén beat Deportivo Ala-
vés 3-1 in the first round, it was 
the first time in 39 years that a 
fourth-tier side had knocked a top-
flight team out of the Copa. Europa 
League participants Getafe were 
sent packing by third-tier Badalo-
na in the second round and, on 
one of the most dramatic evenings 
of Copa del Rey action for many 
years, Atlético Madrid were beaten 
by third-tier Cultural Leonesa in 
the round-of-32.

The jubilant scenes that greet-
ed the full-time whistle that night 
have been mirrored in small 
grounds up and down Spain. Such 
shocks were rare before. Under 
the old system, there was always a 
second leg to come, when smaller 
teams who had won the first meet-
ing were invariably brought back 
to earth with a bump.

The shocks have kept coming, 
with all four quarter-finals going 
the way of the underdog. Granada 
beat holders Valencia, with veter-
an striker Roberto Soldado scoring 
a brace against the club where he 
enjoyed the best years of his career. 
Second-tier Mirandés – who had 
already beaten Celta Vigo and Se-
villa at their tiny stadium – pulled 
off a thrilling 4-2 victory over Vil-
larreal. Real Madrid were beaten 

4-3 by Real Sociedad. And Barcelo-
na, who were trying to make it to a 
seventh straight Copa del Rey final, 
were beaten a 93rd-minute winner 
at Athletic Bilbao. Athletic had also 
beaten Barcelona at San Mamés in 
the competition three years ago 
but their efforts ultimately went 
unrewarded as Barça turned the 
tie around in the second leg at 
Camp Nou. There was no second 
chance this time.

No one could have predicted 
that Real Sociedad, Athletic Bilbao, 
Granada and Mirandés would be 
contesting the semi-finals. None of 
these teams has won a major tro-
phy in 30 years. Granada have nev-
er won a major trophy and neither 
have Mirandés, who have never 
even played in the top flight.

It has been a wonderful 
Copa del Rey so far and Spain’s 
much-maligned football federa-
tion deserves credit for having the 
foresight to make such sweeping 
changes. However, there have been 
some teething problems. Many 
tiny grounds up and down Spain 
have been packed, but the media 
have at times missed the story. The 
first round was overshadowed 
by the rearranged clásico in La 
Liga, which fell on the same day 
as many ties. And the bold plan 
for a second-round weekend that 
would mirror the famous FA Cup 
third round would have generat-
ed more buzz had it not coincided 
with the final of the considerably 
more controversial new Superco-
pa in Saudi Arabia.

The draw is still a bit too man-
ufactured for some tastes and, if 
there is a downside for the smaller 
clubs, it is that the dream of a trip 
to the Camp Nou or Bernabéu has 
been largely taken off the table. 
Holding the final at the Estadio La 
Cartuja in Seville is a questionable 
choice. Not only is it an unpopular 
athletics stadium, but it is also in-
convenient for many fans – three 
of this year’s semi-finalists are 
based at least 500 miles away.

Overall though, the revamped 
Copa del Rey has been almost 
universally welcomed in a coun-
try that loves to argue about ev-
erything. It has been a refreshing 
change to see the balance of pow-
er shifted to give smaller clubs a 
helping hand. Other football asso-
ciations with struggling cup com-
petitions should take note.

Coronavirus forces England to ditch 
hand shakes in Sri Lanka: Root India ready for Fed Cup challenge with 

in-form Ankita and Sania in side
Dubai, Mar 2 (PTI): Ankita Raina’s 
red-hot form and Sania Mirza’s assur-
ing presence will give India a much bet-
ter shot at the Play-offs place when the 
six-team Fed Cup competition begins 
here from Tuesday.

India will begin their campaign by 
locking horns with China on Tuesday 
and are scheduled to clash with Uzbeki-
stan (Wednesday), Korea (Thursday), 
Chinese Taipei (Friday) and Indonesia 
(Saturday) during the week.

Ankita has been in tremendous 
form since the start of the season, win-
ning two ITF singles and as many dou-
bles titles.

She is placed at a career-best 160 
in the singles ranking chart but during 
the Fed Cup the gritty Ankita has al-
ways punched above her weight, giving 
tough times to formidable opponents.

She would be captain Vishal Uppal’s 
biggest weapon apart from multi-
ple-time doubles Grand Slam champi-
on Sania, who is returning to Fed Cup 
after four years.

The three-week delay in the start 
of the tournament due to Corona-
virus outbreak has given Sania a 
chance to recover from her calf in-
jury which had forced her to retire 
mid-way from her Australian Open 
women’s doubles opener.

Her experience of playing and win-
ning at the big stage will help young-
er players in the side in handling the 
pressure situations better. “I had a 

good start to the season, so I am con-
fident going into the competition. And 
definitely Sania will inspire all of us to 
give our best. Her advise and tips will 
be more than helpful,” admitted Ankita.

Riya Bhatia rose in the ranks and 
her new-found confidence will be good 
for India’s chances. Karman Kaur Than-
di has slipped in rankings after an inju-
ry and it will be an opportunity for the 
tall Delhi girl to not only regain her con-
fidence but also help the team qualify 
for the next stage.

India had finished fourth at the 
Asia/Oceania Group I event but this 

year they have a realistic chance to 
make it to top-two. With three top-50 
players, China will test Indian players 
the most in the Asia/Oceania Group I 
competition, where the top two teams 
will be promoted to the Play-offs, to be 
held on April 17-18.

Qiang Wang (ranked 29), Saisai 
Zheng (34) and Shuai Zhang (35) make a 
formidable trio in the Chinese side, which 
missed out on promotion last year after 
losing 1-2 to hosts Kazakhstan.

Another side which may trouble In-
dia would be Chinese Taipei, who have 
Su-Wei Hsieh in their ranks.

It should not be problem for India to 
handle the challenge of Indonesia and 
Uzbekistan, though Korea have some 
good players.

“Yes, we have a very realistic 
chance of qualifying. The team is up-
beat and hungry and with Sania in the 
squad it makes us stronger in doubles 
which has bolstered our chances,” Up-
pal told PTI.

He was bullish about India’s chanc-
es even against China.

“Of course China are the favourites, 
having said that I feel the best time to 
upset a top team is in the first match as 
there will be some nerves.”

Ankita echoed the same sentiment.
“Anything is possible, that’s what I 

believe,” she said.
Uppal said Sania’s presence makes a 

big difference.
“Obviously having Sania in the team 

is a big bonus. The whole team looks up 
to her and having her around does give 
the girls a boost. I think it also will play 
on the minds of other teams as they 
now know we will be much more po-
tent in doubles.”

Talking about the conditions, Uppal 
said,”It gets a bit cool in the evenings, so 
weather is not going to be an advantage 
or disadvantage for anyone.”

“All the girls are working hard and 
there was good energy in the team on 
and off the court. I have my plans pre-
pared but they will be based on situa-
tions that may arise,” he said.

London, Mar 3 (AFP): 
England captain Joe Root 
said his players will not 
be shaking hands on 
their tour of Sri Lanka in 
a bid to avoid the corona-
virus. Root was quizzed 
on the coronavirus on 
Monday as England pre-
pared to depart for their 
two-Test tour.

The Yorkshire bats-
man said instead of shak-
ing hands, England play-
ers will greet each other 
with fist bumps.

England were hit by a 
series of gastroenteritis 
and flu problems before 
and during the first Test 
on their recent tour of 
South Africa.

“After the illnesses that 
swept through the squad 
in South Africa, we are well 
aware of the importance of 
keeping contact to a mini-
mum and we’ve been giv-
en some really sound and 
sensible advice from our 
medical team to help pre-
vent spreading germs and 
bacteria,” Root said.

“We are not shaking 
hands with each other, 
using instead the well-es-
tablished fist bump, and 
we are washing hands 
regularly and wiping 
down surfaces using the 
anti-bacterial wipes and 
gels we’ve been given in 
our immunity packs.

“There is no sugges-
tion that the tour will be 
affected, but of course it 
is an evolving situation 
so we are in regular con-

tact with the authorities 
and will proceed as ad-
vised, but at this stage 
we fully expect the tour 
to continue as planned.”

England will play 
the first of two practice 
games against a Sri Lan-
ka Board Presidents XI in 
Katunayake on Saturday 
ahead of the Tests, which 
will form part of the ICC 
World Test Championship. 
England won 3-0 in Sri 
Lanka two years ago but 
Root is expecting a tough-
er challenge this time.

“The conditions will 
be a bit different with the 
time of year we are going 
this time,” he said.

“The three games 
we played out there last 
time were all very close 
with less than 60 runs 
between the teams in the 
last two Tests. “It was an 
exceptional performance 
last time and I think we 
can take a lot of confi-
dence from that in terms 
of how to play out there.

“We respect how 
good a side they are in 
their own conditions and 
we’ll find ourselves up 
against a stiff challenge.
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Coronavirus death toll climbs to 2,943 in 

China, infected cases witness surge globally

BY K J M VARMA
Beijing, Mar 3 (PTI): 
The coronavirus death 
toll in China climbed 
to 2,943 with 31 more 
deaths, while 125 con-
firmed cases were re-
ported, the lowest since 
the virus outbreak in the 
country, Chinese health 
officials said on Tues-
day even as the deadly 
disease wrecked havoc 
globally with the total 
number of deaths cross-
ing 3,000 and infections 
surging past 89,000.

China’s National 
Health Commission, 
(NHC) said on Tuesday it 
received reports of 125 
new confirmed cases 
of COVID-19 and 31 
deaths on Monday in 
the country.

According to the 
World Health Organisa-
tion, there are 89,527 
confirmed COVID-19 
cases and 3,056 deaths 
reported globally in 67 
countries.

In terms of confirmed 
cases in China, officials 
said Monday’s numbers 
were the lowest since the 
country began to report 
about the coronavirus 

epidemic, showing signs 
of stabilising, especially 
in the Chinese mainland.

All the deaths were 
in Hubei Province and 
its capital Wuhan, the 
epicentre of the virus, 
the officials said, adding 
that of the 125 new con-
firmed cases reported on 
Monday, 114 are from 
Hubei.

NHC said the overall 
confirmed cases on the 
Chinese mainland had 
reached 80,151 by the 
end of Monday.

This included 2,943 
people who died of the 
disease so far, 30,004 
patients still undergoing 
treatment and 47,204 
patients discharged af-
ter recovery, the officials 
said. In Hubei province, 
the total confirmed cas-
es climbed to 67,217 
and total deaths rose to 
2,834, including 2,251 in 
Wuhan, local health com-
mission said.

Wuhan reported 111 
confirmed cases and 24 
deaths on Monday.

A total of 2,410 pa-
tients were discharged 
from hospital after re-
covery in the province, 

bringing the total num-
ber of patients in the 
province to 36,167.

Among the 25,050 
patients in hospitals, 
5,407 were still in severe 
condition and another 
1,186 in critical condi-
tion, state-run Xinhua 
news agency reported.

All over China, 2,742 
people were discharged 
from hospitals after re-
covery on Monday, while 
the number of severe 
cases decreased by 304 
to 6,806.

The commission said 
that 587 people were still 
suspected to be infected 
with the virus.

By the end of Mon-
day, 100 confirmed cas-
es including two deaths 
had been reported in 
Hong Kong, 10 con-
firmed cases in Macao 
and 41 in Taiwan, in-
cluding one death.

With the virus 
spreading at a rapid 
pace globally, the World 
Health Organisation 
(WHO) said it is an infec-
tious disease caused by a 
new coronavirus intro-
duced to humans for the 
first time and it can be 

contained with the right 
measures.

Noting that know-
ing and understand-
ing the epidemic is the 
first step to defeating it, 
WHO Director-General 
Tedros Adhanom Ghe-
breyesus tweeted on 
Monday that “we are in 
unchartered territory 
with COVID-19. We have 
never before seen a re-
spiratory pathogen that 
is capable of community 
transmission.”

“It spreads from per-
son to person mainly 
through the droplets pro-
duced when an infected 
person speaks, coughs or 
sneezes,” Ghebreyesus, 
who visited China in Jan-
uary, said.

A 12-member WHO 
team also visited the 
virus-hit areas in Chi-
na and submitted a de-
tailed report.

G h e b r e y e s u s 
said containment of 
COVID-19 is still feasi-
ble and must remain the 
top priority for all coun-
tries right now, though 
there is no one-size-fits-
all approach.

“Our message to all 

countries is: this is not 
one-way street. We can 
push this coronavirus 
back,” he said.

“Your actions now 
will determine the 
course of the COVID-19 
outbreak in your country. 
There’s no choice but to 
act now,” he said.

WHO has been ad-
vising countries to take 
actions on the “first 
case, first cluster, first 
evidence of community 
transmission.”

Meanwhile, Ghe-
breyesus also deplored 
stigmatizing during the 
outbreak, which he said 
is “more dangerous than 
coronavirus itself.”

“It is painful to wit-
ness the level of stigma 
we are seeing. We are 
not angels, we are hu-
man beings, but we can 
do the right thing,” state-
run Xinhua news agency 
quoted him as saying.

Meanwhile, six peo-
ple died of the deadly vi-
rus in the United States, 
while over 90 confirmed 
cases have been reported 
from the country.

Two people tested 
positive of the disease 
in India on Monday, in-
cluding one in the na-
tional capital.

South Korea reported 
29 COVID-19 deaths and 
477 more confirmed cas-
es, raising the total num-
ber of infections to 4,812.

In Japan, the total 
number of infected cases 
increased to 980, while 
12 people died of the dis-
ease. Italy reported a jump 
in the death toll to 52, with 
more than 2,036 people 
infected with the virus.

In Iran, the virus has 
claimed 66 lives, while 
confirmed cases climbed 
to more than 1,500

Three people have 
died of the disease in 
France, while the con-
firmed cases increased 
to 191.

Erdogan threatens Europe 
with ‘millions’ of migrants

Istanbul, Mar 3 (AFP): 
Turkish President Recep 
Tayyip Erdogan warned 
on Monday that “mil-
lions” of migrants would 
soon head for Europe, 
drawing accusations 
from EU leaders that 
he is trying to pressure 
them into backing his in-
cursions into Syria.

Turkey gave the 
green light to refugees 
and migrants on Friday 
to leave for the Europe-
an Union and thousands 
have since massed at the 
Greek border, triggering 
fears of an influx like that 
which poisoned Europe-
an politics in 2015.

German Chancellor 
Angela Merkel described 
Turkey’s move as “un-
acceptable” and EU mi-
gration commissioner 
Margaritis Schinas said 
nobody could “blackmail 
or intimidate the EU”.

But Turkey, which 
hosts roughly four mil-
lion refugees, is trying 
to hold off another mass 
influx from Syria -- 
where government forc-
es backed by Russian air 
power are advancing into 
the last rebel stronghold 
of Idlib.

Erdogan further 
ramped up the pressure 
late on Monday, saying 
he had turned down an 
EU offer of one billion eu-
ros (?1.1 billion) in extra 
aid for migrants, adding 
to a six-billion-euro deal 
agreed in 2016.

“We don’t want this 
money,” Erdogan said at 
a news conference with-
out specifying when the 
money was offered, or by 
whom.

His office later add-
ed that he had spoken to 
Merkel over the phone 
and warned once again 
that Europe must take a 
“fair share of the burden” 
of dealing with migrants.

He claimed the num-
bers of migrants at the 
Greek border -- who in-
clude Afghans, Syrian and 

Iraqis -- were far higher 
than figures provided 
by officials and report-
ers at the scene, saying 
“hundreds of thousands” 
were already there.

“There will be more. 
Soon, this number will 
be expressed in millions.” 
Greece says some 10,000 
people were barred from 
entering the country 
over the weekend.

Clashes broke out as 
police fired tear gas at the 
refugees, who responded 
by lobbing rocks.

A video shared 
by a Turkish official, 
which could not be in-
dependently verified, 
showed a boat of mi-
grants being shot at and 
harassed by Greek coast-
guards.

Turkey accused 
Greek police of killing 
two migrants after a vid-
eo was shared of a blood-
ied Syrian on the border, 
although Athens rejected 
this as “fake news”.

In desperation, many 
have sought alternative 
routes and Greek port 
police said a young boy 
died when a makeshift 
boat capsized off the 
Greek island of Lesbos.

Athens said it would 
boost patrols and it sus-
pended asylum applica-
tions by those entering 
illegally -- a move de-
nounced by the UN refu-
gee agency as having “no 
legal basis”.

The migrant ques-
tion comes as Turkey has 
launched a military op-
eration in Idlib in north-
western Syria in a bid to 
push back the regime’s 
offensive. Close to one 
million people have been 
forced to flee the Syrian 
government’s assault in 
the biggest wave of dis-
placement of the nine-
year conflict, but they 
are not being allowed to 
enter Turkey.

Erdogan said he 
hoped for a ceasefire 
in Syria when he meets 

his Russian counterpart 
Vladimir Putin later this 
week. Despite being on 
opposing sides of the 
conflict, they are keen to 
avoid direct clashes that 
would jeopardise their 
broader trade and de-
fence ties.

“I hope that he (Putin) 
will take the necessary 
measures there, such as 
a ceasefire, and that we 
will find a solution to this 
affair,” Erdogan said in a 
speech on Monday.

The Kremlin said co-
operation with Turkey 
was a top priority.

“Our militaries are 
in constant contact. The 
main thing is that we 
now focus on negotia-
tions between Putin and 
Erdogan,” a spokesman 
said. Turkey backs some 
rebel groups in Idlib and 
has observation posts 
under a 2018 deal with 
Russia.

But the forces of Syr-
ian President Bashar 
al-Assad have made 
steady progress since 
December.

Tensions between 
Turkey and Syria reached 
new heights last week 
when 34 Turkish sol-
diers were killed in an air 
strike blamed on Damas-
cus, its heaviest loss since 
it first intervened in the 
conflict. “The airstrikes... 
were likely committed 
by the Russian air force, 
as Syrian fighter jets do 
not conduct air sorties 
at night,” said Anthony 
Skinner, of analysts Ver-
isk Maplecroft.

“And yet, both Mos-
cow and Ankara have 
decided to point the 
finger of blame at al-As-
sad, reflecting how little 
appetite there is on ei-
ther side for more direct 
confrontation.” Turkey 
retaliated with an opera-
tion that saw two Syrian 
warplanes shot down on 
Sunday, as well as at least 
19 Syrian soldiers killed 
in drone strikes. 

Peace deal with Taliban is 
conditions-based agreement: 

US Defence Secretary

S Korea coronavirus 
cases approach 5,000

Washington, Mar 3 
(PTI): The peace deal 
signed with the Taliban 
in Doha over the week-
end is a conditions-based 
agreement, US Defence 
Secretary Mark Esper 
has said, reiterating that 
this is an important first 
step towards a political 
solution to end the war 
in Afghanistan.

After 18 years of war, 
the US and the Taliban 
signed the peace deal 
in Doha on Saturday to 
facilitate intra-Afghan 
dialogue in Oslo this 
month and the with-
drawal of all foreign 
forces from Afghanistan 
in 14 months.

“This was an import-
ant first step toward a 
political solution to end 
the war in Afghanistan. 
As I reiterated to our Af-
ghan partners, this is a 
conditions-based agree-
ment,” Esper told report-
ers on his return from 
Afghanistan. In an inter-
action with Pentagon re-
porters, Esper said that 
the US is watching the 
Taliban’s actions closely 
to assess whether they 
are upholding their com-
mitments.

“This agreement 
was enabled by the tre-
mendous sacrifices our 
servicemen and women 
have made over the past 

18 plus years,” he said.
Chairman of the 

Joint Chiefs of Staff Gen 
Mark Milley said that 
a negotiated political 
settlement is the only 
responsible way to end 
the war in Afghanistan, 
and this was an import-
ant step.

“This agreement 
would not have been 
possible without the 
thousands of soldiers, 
sailors, airmen, marines 
that have served and 
sacrificed over the last 
18 years. We owe an 
extraordinary debt of 
gratitude to America’s 
sons and daughters who 
made the ultimate sac-
rifice and their families, 
who have given their all 
to this nation,” he said.

Responding to a 
question, Esper said 
that their expectation 
is that a reduced level 
of violence would occur 
and it would decrease 
over time as they move 
forward.

“So, this is going to 
be a step-by-step pro-
cess, and we’ll evaluate 
each day,” he said.

Noting that the 
agreement calls for re-
duction of troops to 
8,600 within 135 days, 
Esper said that he has 
already given his con-
sent to start the draw-

down. “Our agreement, 
our commitment under 
the agreement was to 
enable, to facilitate the 
exchange of persons 
between the Taliban 
and the government of 
Afghanistan. And I’ve 
said over and over, it’s 
all conditions-based, 
but we are going to 
show good faith and 
begin withdrawing our 
troops and we can stop 
that at any moment. We 
can pause it based on, 
again, changing circum-
stances,” Esper said in 
response to a question.

The mission, he said, 
is to make sure Afghan-
istan never again be-
comes a safe haven for 
terrorists to attack this 
country.

“We’ve been very 
successful for the past 
18 years for doing that; 
and then number two, 
support our Afghan 
partners in the process; 
and then number three, 
again, as we can, bring 
our troops home, with-
draw our presence in the 
country,” Esper added.

Under the US-Taliban 
pact signed in Doha, the 
US has agreed to reduce 
its troops in Afghanistan 
from 13,000 to 8,600 in 
the next 130 days and 
withdraw all its soldiers 
in 14 months.

Seoul, Mar 3 (AFP): South 
Korea’s coronavirus case 
total -- the largest in the 
world outside China -- 
approached 5,000 Tues-
day as authorities report-
ed 477 new cases.

Two more people had 
died, the Korea Centers 
for Disease Control and 
Prevention said, taking 
the toll to 28.

South Korea has seen 
a rapid rise in infections 
in recent days as author-
ities carry out checks on 
more than 260,000 peo-
ple associated with the 
Shincheonji Church of 
Jesus, a religious group 
often condemned as 
a cult that is linked to 
more than half the cases. 
Scores of events -- from 
K-pop concerts to sports 
seasons -- have been 
cancelled or postponed 
over the contagion, with 
school and kindergarten 
breaks extended by three 
weeks nationwide.

The central bank 
has warned of nega-
tive growth in the first 
quarter for the world’s 
12th-largest economy, 
noting the epidemic will 
hit both consumption 
and exports. A 61-year-

old female Shincheonji 
member developed a fe-
ver on February 10 but 
attended at least four 
services in Daegu -- the 
country’s fourth-largest 
city with a population of 
2.5 million and the cen-
tre of the outbreak -- be-
fore being diagnosed.

Lee Man-hee, the 
88-year-old founder of 
the secretive sect, apolo-
gised for the outbreak on 
Monday -- twice bowing 
his head to the ground 
at a televised press con-
ference -- insisting his 
entity was cooperating 
with the government’s 
containment efforts.

Seoul city authorities 
have filed a complaint with 
prosecutors seeking to have 
him and other Shincheonji 
leaders charged with mur-
der and other offences. Of 
the 4,812 cases nation-
wide, nearly 90 percent 
were in Daegu and the 
neighbouring province 
of North Gyeongsang, the 
KCDC said.

The South has so far 
carried out more than 
125,000 coronavirus 
tests on possible carriers 
and the figures are ex-
pected to rise further.
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LIGHTING UP! Model, Behati Prinsloo posed for photos 
on the 86th floor observatory of the Empire State Building in honor of 
World Wildlife Day, in collaboration with the United Nations Development 
Programme and Convention on International Trade in Endangered 
Species of Wild Fauna and Flora in New York City.
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ARIES: Family and community take centre 
stage, Aries. Spend time with your forever 
cheerleaders, the ones who have supported 
you and held space for you to become who 
you are today. Let them know how grateful 
you are for their presence, how much you 
have learnt and continue to learn from them. 
Commit to the practice of love. Let your 
compassionate side shine through. Know 
that everything you put into the Universe 
will eventually come back to you. 
Tip: Family and community will take cen-
trestage.
TAURUS: Like you Carrie Bradshaw, 
you’re in the mood to put your money where 
you can see it—hanging in your closet. This 
is the time to reinvent your sartorial game. 
But don’t go overboard, which you have the 
tendency to. Set a budget aside from the be-
ginning. Invest timeless pieces that can be 
styled differently. 
Tip: Up the style game.
GEMINI: Misery loves company, doesn’t 
it, Gemini? What the Spirit wants you to do: 
snap out of it already! This is not a healthy 

space for you to be in. Your vibration is not 
supporting your soul growth nor is it helping 
you attract healthy relationships. Small, simple 
steps in the right direction will make a big dif-
ference. Start by making a gratitude list. 
Tip: Raise your vibrations by giving thanks 
for what you have and what is yet to come.
CANCER: Sometimes you need to let your 
practical side take the wheel. At other times, 
you need to weave a little bit of magic. But 
this week, you’re being asked to marry the 
yin and yang aspects of you. Use the law 
of attraction to draw in what you desire as 
you prepare to take concrete steps towards the 
achievement of your goals. Looks like you’re 
getting closer and closer to the destination. 
On the downside, you may have to deal with 
somebody who has a chip on their shoulder. 
Tip: You came here to conquer.
LEO: Michael Curtiz once said, “The only 
things you regret are the ones you don’t do.” 
Your thoughts exactly, Leo. You may have a 
bad rep for being spontaneous (read: impul-
sive), but you learned early on that nothing 
worth remembering is ever created within 

the confines of your comfort zone. So throw 
the shoulds and musts out of the window. 
Tip: Throw the rulebook out of the window.
VIRGO: Virgo, you’re a sorceress. Stop 
trying to live a mundane existence. Pay at-
tention to what the Universe is revealing to 
you via signs, symbols, visions, and dreams. 
Your clairvoyant, clairaudient and clairsen-
tient abilities are especially heightened at 
this moment. Remember, your inner skeptic 
will make you doubt the voice of wisdom. 
Tip: Listen to the voice of wisdom.
LIBRA: Isn’t the boss babe act getting a lit-
tle tiring? Stay committed to your goals, Li-
bra. Remember what you came here for. But 
resist the urge to make your work the focal 
point of your existence. The cards are urging 
you to break out of that power suit and get 
in touch with the wild child within. What are 
the things that make you feel nurtured? 
Tip: Find a balance between work and play.
SCORPIO: If you have a friend who is 
going through the things that you are facing 
right now, what would you tell them? Time 
to apply the sage advice to your own life, 

Scorpio. Clichéd as it is, the answers you 
seek are already within you. Have you been 
letting the drama outside interfere with your 
sacred purpose?
Tip: Trust the guidance that’s coming 
through from within.
SAGITTARIUS: In the wise words of Ro-
man philosopher Seneca, “Luck is what hap-
pens when preparation meets opportunity.” 
You’ve already done the dirty work thereby 
laying a solid foundation. So prepare for the 
grand opening, Sagittarius. What you need 
to keep in mind when the right opportunities 
come knocking at your door: the importance 
of striking when the iron is hot.
Tip: You are on your way to realising the 
grand vision.
CAPRICORN: To quote Oscar Wilde: “Be 
yourself. Everybody is already taken.” Your 
relationship with yourself is undergoing a 
major upgrade. Keep showering yourself 
with love. Know that accepting yourself, 
flaws and all, is the key to empowerment 
and bringing about a change in the way you 
interact with the world. 

Tip: You are becoming more you than you 
ever have.
AQUARIUS: Nearing yet another break-
ing point, Aquarius? When you set unrealis-
tic expectations for yourself, you are bound 
to fail. See how and where you are being 
hard on yourself. ‘I am enough’ is an affir-
mation that will help you find wisdom and 
courage. Some of you may be experiencing 
guilt around self-care. There’s only so much 
you can serve from an empty cup. Allow 
yourself to get the time out you have been 
yearning for.
Tip: It’s time to prioritise self-care.
PISCES: So this is not the life you envi-
sioned for yourself! Are you really lost 
though or simply taking a detour? Trust that 
you are exactly where you need to be, Pi-
sces. Everything that is unfolding right now 
is a part of the divine plan that is written for 
you in the constellations. Remember, bring-
ing in the energy of worry and anxiety will 
salt your game. 
Tip: Release the need to control this situa-
tion and the path will reveal itself.

Ex-NFL Player Larry Johnson Claims Kobe Bryant Logo 
Is ‘Sigil Of Lucifer’ & Illuminati Caused His Death

The former NFL player voiced several 
theories linking Kobe Bryant to the 

Illuminati.
Former NFL standout, Larry John-

son has taken aim on Kobe Bryant on 
Twitter claiming the basketball legend’s 
logo is the “Sigil of Lucifer.” He also says 
Beyonce‘s performance at Bryant’s me-
morial signifies occult ties, and 
believes the Illuminati played a 
role in his death.

Johnson is best-remem-
bered for his playing days with 
the Kansas City Chiefs during 
his time as a running back 
in the NFL. These days he is 
known for posting conspiracy 
theories on Twitter which of-
ten involve the Illuminati.

The one-time running back 
posted a screenshot of a head-
line about Beyonce performing 
“XO” and “Halo” at the Celebra-
tion of Life for Kobe and Gianna 
Bryant at the Staples Center 
in Los Angeles, California. He 
tweeted that choosing these 
songs had occult significance.

“X (Mark of the Beast) 
24(2+4)=6…O 15(1+5)=6…XO: Union 
of both sex organs…Halo…Suns numeric 
value = 6,” Johnson wrote implying these 
songs added up to “666.”

The 40-year-old replied to that 
tweet with a deconstruction of Bryant’s 
“KobeSystem” logo. He posted a photo of 
the logo next to an image of the “Sigil Of 
Lucifer” and said if you flipped the bas-
ketball player’s logo upside down the 
two images looked the same.

“‘Success for the Successful’ Kobe 

Bryant logo…Aleister Crowley’s: Law of 
Reversal, upside down is the Sigil of Lu-
cifer,” the former Miami Dolphin wrote.

According to Total Pro Sports this is 
an emblem from the sixteenth century 
used by Satanists and is also referred to 
as the “Seal of Satan.”

“The Sigil of Lucifer is a lesser 

known historical magical sigil used 
occasionally as an emblem by modern 
Satanists,” the outlet wrote while re-
porting on the tweets.

Johnson’s tweet received nearly 900 
likes and 330 retweets from his 103,000 
followers. Many of the comments were 
fans pointing out eerie “coincidences” 
between Bryant’s death and the occult.

“Symbolism, symbolism everywhere. 
They hide in plain sight so make every-
one comfortable with it,” one fan wrote.

Shortly after the Los Angeles Lakers 
legend’s death, Johnson tweeted other 
signs he believed showed Bryant had 
ties to Satanism and the Illuminati.

“Kobe Bryant – 666 workout…81pts. 
– 666th Game 66% T/P…(24) 2+4= 6,” 
he tweeted three days after his death.

The former NFL player tweeted a 

video of LeBron James during the intro-
ductions of the Lakers first game after 
the fatal helicopter crash and implied 
the signs James threw up involved “Lu-
ciferianism.”

As reported by The Inquisitr, 
Johnson caused controversy recent-
ly when he attacked Dwyade Wade 
for allowing his child to identify as 
transgender. He accused Wade of 
selling his child out to higher powers 
in the entertainment industry.

John Oliver’s Deep Dive Into Coronavirus Offers Advice And 
Information That Many Could Probably Use Right Now

Metallica hail discovery of “The Thing That 
Should Not Be” deep in the Pacific Ocean

Metallica say they’ve “things in com-
mon” with a newly discovered crus-

tacean that’s been named in their honour
Last week, a new crustacean species 

was discovered in the depths of the Pa-
cific Ocean close to Hawaii – and was 
promptly named in hon-
our of Metallica.

Dr Torben Riehl and Dr 
Bart De Smet of Ghent Uni-
versity in Belgium named 
the worm-like creature 
Macrostylis metallicola in 
tribute to the thrash giants 
– and Metallica have react-
ed, saying they have a lot in 
common with “The Thing 
That Should Not Be.”

The band say on Insta-
gram: “We’ve played on all 
seven continents, made it 
into the Rock And Roll Hall 
Of Fame and now… we’re a 
crustacean! 

“Senckenberg re-
searcher Dr Torben Riehl and Dr Bart 
De Smet of Ghent University in Belgium 
have discovered a new crustacean spe-
cies in the depths of the northern Pacific 
Ocean and decided to name it after some 
rock band. Welcome to our world Mac-
rostylis metallicola!

“First of all, stellar name Dr Riehl. 
Second, what an honour! Not only did Dr 
Riehn name his discovery after a band 
as he has been a fan since childhood, 
The Thing That Should Not Be has a few 
things in common with us.

“The worm-like creature dwells in 
complete darkness, has no eyes, and is 
colourless. Talk about Blackened! It also 
lives amongst metallic nodules contain-
ing cobalt, copper, manganese, nickel, 

and rare-earth elements. So it basically 
lives in a rock stadium? Now that’s one 
metal crustacean!

“You just never know what you’ll 
find lurking beneath the sea.”

Metallica join a long list of rock and 

metal artists to have species named in 
their honour.  In 2017, Cannibal Corpse 
bassist Alex Webster had a 400 million 
year old monster worm named after 
him, while an ancient predator worm 
Kingnites Diamondi was named after 
King Diamond, and the fossil ringworm 
Kalloprion Kilmisteri was branded in 
tribute to late Motorhead frontman 
Lemmy. Last week, Metallica were 
forced to cancel two US festival appear-
ances due to vocalist and guitarist James 
Hetfield having to attend ‘mandatory 
sobriety weekends’, according to festival 
organisers.

The metal icons were due to head-
line the Sonic Temple and Louder Than 
Life festivals in May.

Three 6 Mafia 
Sued for ‘Over 

150 Independent 
Acts of Copyright 

Infringement’
TMZ has learned that Three 6 

Mafia are being sued for “over 
150 independent acts of copyright 
infringement from more than 100 
individual sound recordings.”

A group of artists from Mem-
phis claim to have collaborated 
with Juicy J, DJ Paul, among others 
as they were trying to make a name 
for themselves in the 1990s. The 
suit alleges that their contributions 
to Three 6 Mafia included produc-
ing, recording, and writing lyrics. 
“M.E.M.P.H.I.S.” and “Tear Da Club” 
are cited as examples where these 
acts weren’t credited for their help 
writing the lyrics.

In September, DJ Paul and Tra-
vis Scott came to an agreement on a 
“tentative settlement” in a copyright 
infringement lawsuit over the song 
“No Bystanders” off the 2018 album 
Astroworld. In his suit, Paul accused 
Scott of heavily borrowing from the 
hook on “Tear Da Club,” which he 
claims to have written. He said La 
Flame was never granted permission 
to use a portion of their track, and 
was seeking $20 million at the time. 
Both sides ended up settling on an 
undisclosed dollar amount. 

Three years ago, pioneer Three 6 
Mafia member Gangsta Boo created 
waves when she called today’s rappers 
for stealing old songs from the group. 
While she didn’t specify who she was 
talking about, people jumped to their 
own conclusions and theories.  

No one could have possibly thought of a 
subject that’s more relevant and timely 

for Last Week Tonight to tackle than the novel 
coronavirus outbreak. That’s stating the obvi-
ous, but John Oliver was sitting in the unenvi-
able position of summing up an anxiety-rid-
den response to a virus that’s shutting down 
borders. He clearly couldn’t have tackled, say, 
pyramid schemes this week, which has made 
it a little more challeng-
ing for him to deliver his 
trademark blunt humor. 
A not insignificant num-
ber of people will likely 
die from this coronavirus, 
so Oliver needed to dance 
between discouraging 
a dangerously alarmist 
response while also not 
minimizing the dire nature 
of the situation.

Throughout, Oliver 
stayed true to his roots 
his sharp-witted roots with some lightheart-
ed moments, such as wishing that the world 
was suffering from Adam Driver (“you f*ck-
able redwood”) fever instead. Alas, that’s not 
the case, so Oliver delivered a rundown of the 
genuinely scary aspects of this virus’ spread. 
That would include how Iran’s Deputy Health 
Minister, Iraj Harirchi, appeared to be visibly 
ill on live television before being confirmed to 
have contracted the disease. Arguably and as 

Oliver notes, people may have actually seen 
the virus transmit in real time while watching 
this official on TV.

It’s all very bleak stuff, and as expected, 
Oliver roasts President Trump’s response, but 
essentially, Oliver (while discussing news re-
ports about people who are allegedly consid-
ering drinking bleach) advises people to keep 
things in perspective:

“If you’re drinking bleach to protect your-
self right now, you should probably calm the 
f*ck down. If you are, say, licking subway 
poles because you’re certain nothing can hurt 
you, maybe don’t do that.”

The entire 20-minute deep dive segment 
is worth watching in full, and as Oliver advis-
es, it’s important to keep some perspective, as 
difficult as this feels in uncharted terrain, at 
least in modern times.


