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SUMMIT REPORT
G , 04 A :

Pre-celebration of Tendong 
Lho Rum Faat festival was 

organized in a grand manner at 
Ringhim Nampatam GPU, Singhik 
Sentam GPU and Lingdong Barfok 
GPU in North Sikkim today.

Forest Minister, TW Lep-
cha, attended the prayer cere-
monies by Bongthings at Ring-
him Nampatam GPU and later 
at Singhik Sentam GPU while 
Deputy Speaker SLA, Sonam 
Gyatso Lepcha, attended the 
functions at Lingdong Barfok 
GPU, a press release informs.

Likewise, District Collector 
[North], Additional District 
Collector [North], ADC [Devel-
opment], Sub Divisional Mag-
istrate [Mangan] and other 
district ofϐicials attended the 
festival organized at Ringhim 
Helipad in North Sikkim.

A brief session outlining 
the history and signiϐicance 
of various places at Ringhim 
Nampatam GPU was also pre-
sented during the event. Stu-
dents and youth of the GPU 
also presented a cultural pro-
gramme to mark the festival.

Speaking on the occasion, 
the DC-North spoke on the im-
portance of preserving culture 
and traditions of a communi-
ty for safeguarding the unique 
identity of the people of Sikkim. 
He further urged people to work 
towards an alcohol free district.

During the occasion, out-
going Panchayats of the GPU 
were also felicitated by the 
organizers for their role in the 
development of the GPU.

It may be mentioned here, 
Ringhim Nampatam GPU is a 
Sansad Aadarsh Gram adopt-
ed by Member of Parliament, 
Hissey Lachungpa.

SUMMIT REPORT
G , 04 A :

Sikkim Against Addic-
tion towards Healthy 

India [SAATHI] orga-
nized a training pro-
gramme for 90 teachers 
selected from 30 Gov-
ernment schools for ‘Ba-
sics of Counselling and 
SAATHI Methodology’ 
today at Sidlon Residen-
cy in Gangtok, a press re-
lease informs.

The workshop includ-
ed technical sessions on 
Basics of Counselling con-
ducted by Professional 
Counsellor, Pragyan Deep 
Dewan, while Clinical Psy-
chologist, Davendra Singh, 
explained the medical as-
pects of substance abuse 
including women’s health.

The SAATHI team 

also explained activities, 
resources available and 
the procedures to con-
duct such progammes at 
school level.

The 90 participating 
teachers were trained 
on various physical and 
emotional aspects of sub-
stance abuse during the 
workshop. 

They will be playing 
key roles in SAATHI’s op-
erating model of creating 
strong peer educators 
within school system to 
reverse the peer pressure 
which leads to substance 
abuse among youths, the 
release adds.

3 North dist GPUs host Pre Tendong 
Lho Rum Faat celebrations

SAATHI workshop for 90 
Govt school teachers

SUMMIT REPORT
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With regard to the 
State Government’s 

recent move of reducing 
the reservation for Sched-
uled Castes from 07% to 
04% [vide notiϐication no. 
M (14) 35/GEN/DoP], the 
Singtam Scheduled Caste 
Welfare Association [SS-
CWA] had written to the 
National Commission for 
Schedule Castes [NCSC], 
Government of India 
seeking their interven-
tion to redress the matter.

An SSCWA press re-
lease informs that the 
NCSC, on 31 July, served 
notice to the State giving 
40 days time to the State 
Government to clarify the 
reduction of reservation 
for SCs in Sikkim.

As per an SSCWA 

press release, the NCSC, in 
its notice to the State Gov-
ernment, has asked for 
the provision of the Con-
stitution of India under 
which have they reduced 
the reservation and that if 
the State Government has 
sought any views from 
central agencies before 
taking the decision to re-
duce the reservation.

The SSCWA has urged 
Scheduled Caste MLAs to 
remain vigilant and alert 
while formulating the 
State’s reply to the Na-
tional Commission.

The association has 
further requested the 
State Government to re-
store the original 07% 
reservation of SCs to up-
hold the sanctity of the 
Constitution of India.

National Commission for 
SCs seeks clari ication 

on reduction of 
SC reservation

SAGAR CHETTRI
G , 04 A :

Nari Morcha of Sik-
kim Krantikari Mor-

cha party has slammed 
the State Government 
on starting the Human 
Papilloma Virus [HPV] 
vaccination without cre-
ating mass awareness 
among the people in the 
State. The SKM Nari Mor-
cha has accused the State 
Government of treating 
girl students of Govern-
ment schools like guinea 
pigs for an experiment.

It may be mentioned 
here, Department of 
Health Care, Human Ser-
vices & Family Welfare 
launched the Human 
Papilloma Virus [HPV] 
vaccination programme 
earlier this week in the 
State. The State intro-
duced HPV vaccines to 
protect girl children aged 
between 09-14 years 
from cervical cancer.

Addressing a press 
conference here today, 
SKM Nari Morcha gen-
eral secretary, Pavitra 
Bhandari, questioned 
the sudden urgency for 
the State Government to 
launch the vaccination 
programme without pri-
or mass awareness in the 
State. She informed that 
parents of students have 
to sign a bond before vac-
cination is administered 
to the student. On the 
same, she questioned the 
need for such a bond.

“Bonds are signed 
when life is at risk. So if 
the government is not so 
sure about the safety of 
the vaccination then why 
has it started giving this 
vaccination to young girl 
students? The govern-
ment is playing with the 
lives of young girls of Sik-
kim,” Ms Bhandari stated.

On the programme 
being implemented only 

in government schools, 
she alleged that children 
of rich people go to pri-
vate schools so the gov-
ernment has chosen gov-
ernment schools for this 
experiment.  The state 
government, Health De-
partment and the school 
authority have to be an-
swerable and responsible 
regarding the safety of the 
vaccination, she added.

Cervical cancer ac-
counts for only around 
1.75% of cancer cases, 
she claimed adding that 
more people are dying of 
other cancers and the gov-
ernment should do some-
thing about that as well. 

The State Govern-
ment had decided not to 
implement this vaccina-
tion programme during 
2014-15 after facing lot 
of protest and criticism, 
and MLA Dr Mechung 
Bhutia, who was then 
with SKM, had also pro-

tested against this vacci-
nation but now he is sup-
porting the same vacci-
nation programme, said 
Ms Bhandari.

She also demanded 
that the State Government 
issue a white paper on its 
works and initiatives for 
women’s empowerment. 
SDF has not worked in 
the interest of Sikkimese 
women, she added.

She further lashed 
out against the State Gov-
ernment for failing to ad-
dress issues of missing 
cases, rape and sexual 
exploitation of women, 
high rates of depres-
sion and suicides in Sik-
kimese women and oth-
ers. She demanded that 
the State Government 
and SDF Cheli Morcha 
present programmes of 
the Government that will 
help tackle these issues.

Nari Morcha chief 
coordinator, Mingma 

Govt school girl students being used 
as guinea pigs: SKM Nari Morcha

Lhamu, alleged that the 
SDF government only 
provides opportunity to 

women in raising slogans 
for the party and does 
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India suffer 
heartbreaking 
loss in series 
opener
B , A  4 
(PTI): India suffered a 
heartbreaking 31-run loss 
to England as skipper Vi-
rat Kohli’s heroics went in 
vain amid yet another ab-
ject batting capitulation in 
a riveting opening Test at 
the Edgbaston today.

It was virtually Kohli 
versus England and when 
the Indian captain was 
trapped lbw off Ben Stokes 
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Government of Sikkim
CENTRAL HEALTH STORES ORGANIZATION

Health Care, Human Services & Family Welfare Department
Government of Sikkim

Convoy Ground, Tadong.

CORRIGENDUM NOTICE
Memo No. 294/CHSO/18-19 Date: 4.08.2018
Ref to NIT vide memo no. 239/CHSO/18 dated 14/07/2018 
regarding “THE SUPPLY OF CR-100 MA  X-RAY MA-
CHINE AND ULTRASOUND MACHINE “for various 
Health Institutions for the year 2018-19. The details of corri-
gendum so approved following the Pre-bid Meeting held on 
02/08/2018 may be seen at the Sikkim Government website 
www.sikkim.gov.in.

Sd/-
R.O. No. 247/ipr/pub/classi./18-19  Joint Director
dt. 4.8.2018  Central Health Stores Organisation

not offer any programme 
for the overall develop-
ment of women in Sik-
kim. She added that SKM 
has various programmes 
for empowering women 
of the state.

Ms Lhamu also ac-
cused SDF of using anon-
ymous leaϐlets for char-
acter assassination of 
women which, she said, 
needs to be immediately 
stopped.

Govt school girl 
students being 
used as guinea 
pigs: SKM 
Nari Morcha

SUMMIT REPORT
G , 04 A :

Sikkim Democratic 
Front held its co-or-

dination meeting for 
Zoom-Salghari Constit-
uency, West Sikkim at 
Garib Uthan Bhawan in 
Jorethang, South Sikkim 
today. The meeting was 
organised by West Dis-
trict Working Committee 
[WDWC] of SDF party, a 
press release informs.  

The meeting was at-
tended by WDWC pres-
ident, Sher Hang Subba, 
as chief guest accom-
panied by Minister cum 
Area MLA, AK Ghatani, 
MLA, Daramdin Constit-

uency, DN Sherpa, West 
District Zilla Adhyakshya, 
Devika Subba, and other 
party functionaries.

Addressing the gath-
ering, chief guest Mr 
Subba said, “Massive 
development in every 

sector without any dis-
crimination of caste, 
creed and colour at a 
cost of Rs 1000 crore has 

been sanctioned by the 
State Government under 
the leadership of Chief 
Minister Pawan Cham-
ling. These works will be 
handed to the youth of 
Sikkim. The opposition 
parties have no agenda 
and future. They are only 
misleading the innocent 
people of our society.”

He further informed 
that jobs will be provided 
by the state government 
to one member of a fami-
ly with no earning mem-
ber. 10,000 such jobs will 
be provided, he added.

During the meeting, 
seven youths from the 
constituency joined SDF.

SDF holds co-ordination meet for Zoom Salghari
SUMMIT REPORT
G , 04 A :

Renzong FC emerged 
victorious against 

Siniolchu Namchi 1-0 in 
the ϐirst match of the on-
going Rangpo Indepen-
dence Day Open Foot-
ball Tournament played 
today at Rangpo Bazaar 
playground in East Sik-
kim. Suren Chettri of 
Renzong FC was ad-
judged man of the match, 
a press release informs.

The second match 
of the day was played 

between Sikkim Truck 
Drivers’ Association, 
Rangpo and Morning 
Club, Matigara wherein 
STDA Rangpo thrashed 
its opponent by 5-0 
goals. Ankur Tamang of 
STDA Rangpo was ad-
judged man of the match.

On 05 Aug, Sevoke 
FC will take on Temi FC 
in the ϐirst match with 
Himalayan Sporting Dar-
jeeling and Ghum Jorban-
gla playing the second 
match of the day.

Rangpo I-Day Open 
Football tourney

G , 04 A  
[IPR]: The 72nd Indepen-
dence Day Celebration 
2018 organised by Tashid-
ing Independence Day 
Celebration Committee 
[IDCC] themed “Beat Plas-
tic Pollution” kick started 
at Tashiding under Yuk-
som-Tashiding Constitu-
ency in West Sikkim with 
a GPU level Open Football 
tournament today.

Advisor, Social Justice 
Empowerment & Welfare 
Department, CB Gurung, 
attended the inaugu-
ral match as chief guest 
along with former Zilla 

and Panchayat members, 
school heads, NGO repre-
sentatives, staff and stu-
dents of Tashiding Sec-
ondary School.

The inaugural match 
had Labdang FC battling 
it out with Tashiding Sec-
ondary School wherein 
Tashiding SS emerged 
victorious with a score 
of 2-1.

The second match 
was held between Young 
Boys Tashiding and Lim-
bang Boys wherein the 
former team beat the lat-
ter with a score of 5-4 in 
a penalty shoot out.

Tashiding I-Day celebration 
commences

SUMMIT REPORT 
G , 04 A :

Sikkim Democratic 
Front has strongly 

condemned the negative 
statements of Sikkim 
Krantikari Morcha on the 
State’s education system. 
SDF has strongly criti-
cised SKM for trying to 
mislead and deceive stu-
dents of Sikkim.

An SDF press release 
issued by its publicity 

secretary, Chudamani 
Mishra, mentions that 
the  SDF government has 
been working tirelessly 
to take the State’s edu-
cation system to interna-
tional level by spending 
more than 20% of the 
State’s budget in the ed-
ucation sector.

The State Govern-
ment has given equal pri-
ority to primary, second-
ary, senior secondary, 

college and university 
education system in the 
State. Sikkim has been 
leading the nation in the 
construction of class-
rooms and school build-
ings wherever required 
and in providing schol-
arship, uniforms, books, 
midday meal and free ed-
ucation in the State, the 
release adds.

“SKM should be 
aware of the fact that ge-

ography, history, environ-
ment, tourism and other 
required knowledge and 
details on Sikkim have al-
ready been included text-
books,” the party states 
in the release.          

Further, SDF has as-
serted that its govern-
ment has been address-
ing and solving various 
issues and grievances of 
Sikkimese students. 

The party has also 

strongly criticised SKM 
for giving false informa-
tion about SDF families 
joining SKM. 

In another SDF press 
release issued by its pub-
licity secretary, Krishna 
Kharel, the party has reg-
istered its strong objec-
tion to a statement given 
by SKM on 340 SDF fami-
lies joining SKM during a 
meeting under Melli con-
stituency held on 03 Aug.

SKM failed to give the 
names and addresses of 
any family that joined the 
party on Friday, the re-
lease states. Those who 
joined were already SKM 
members and the whole 
event was staged, SDF 
has alleged.

The ruling party has 
also criticized allegations 
of stealing SKM manifes-
to and programmes .

SDF refutes and condemns SKM 
allegations and claims

in the 47th over, the absorb-
ing game was only heading 
the home team’s way.

Resuming on over-
night 110 for ϐive, India 
folded up for 162 in 54.2 
overs despite Kohli’s com-
bative 51 off 93 balls and 
Hardik Pandya’s 31. 

All-rounder Stokes 
(4-40) came to the par-
ty on the morning of day 
four by removing Kohli 
and Mohammad Shami in 
the same over. James An-
derson (2-50) and Stuart 
Broad (2-43) took a brace 
each as England drew 
ϐirst blood in what prom-
ises to be an engrossing 
ϐive-match series.

The Indian bowlers 
did their job in both the 

innings but the batsmen, 
with the exception of Kohli, 
let the team down again. 

The second Test be-
gins at Lord’s on August 9.

The sun was out at 
Edgbaston but the ball 
was doing enough to trou-
ble the batsmen. India 
got off to a poor start as 
Dinesh Karthik (20) fell 
on the sixth ball of the 
day, caught at second slip 
off Anderson.

It brought Pandya to 
the crease, but Kohli was 
not yet ready to farm 
strike and trusted his 
partner. It meant that 
Pandya hogged majority 
of the deliveries early in 
their partnership, but the 
skipper didn’t mind.

Kohli only faced six 

balls in the ϐirst 15 min-
utes of play, but Pandya 
grew in conϐidence as the 
duo put on 29 runs for 
the seventh wicket as he 
struck some lusty blows 
off Broad. 

The skipper reached 
his 17th Test half-century 
off 88 balls. 

Thanks to those 
boundaries off Pandya, 
the bowling changes 
came and they worked 
for England. In the 47th 
over then, Stokes trapped 
Kohli lbw as the batsman 
moved too far forward 
and across to counter the 
incoming delivery. The 
skipper did check for DRS 
review but it went in En-
gland’s favour.

Surprisingly, Shami (0) 

came out to bat next and 
Stokes made it a double 
blow in four balls as the 
batsman was caught behind.

Ishant Sharma (11), 
who has a county half-cen-
tury this summer, came 
down as low as number 
ten, and looked more com-
fortable than Shami imme-
diately. Two fours off his 
blade meant that England 
had to rethink their plans 
once again.

Adil Rashid (1-9) then 
was brought on after the 
drinks break and for the 
second time in this Test, 
he trapped Sharma lbw 
with a googly.

At nine down, it was 
but a matter of time even 
as Pandya tried to stay at 
the wicket and ϐight until 

the very end. He tried ro-
tating strike with Umesh 
Yadav and attacked 
Rashid as well.

But Stokes, who might 
not play the second Test 
owing to his court case, 
managed to nick out the 
edge England wanted. 
Pandya was caught at ϐirst 
slip to signal India’s de-
feat in a seesawing Test.

On day one, Joe Root’s 
80 runs helped England 
score 287 runs in their ϐirst 
innings. On day two, Kohli 
scored a masterful 22nd 
Test hundred to rescue 
India from 169-7 as they 
ϐinished with 274 in reply. 
On day three, Ishant’s 5-51 
saw England bowled out 
for 180 runs and setting up 
a 194-run target.

India suffer heartbreaking loss in series opener

Stating 
facts not 
instigating 
drivers: 
SKM
SUMMIT REPORT
G , 04 A :

Sikkim Krantikari Mor-
cha has criticized Sik-

kim Democratic Front for 
accusing it of instigating 
drivers of the State. The 
party has said that all its 
statements are based on 
facts and ϐigures and has 
placed these issues to the 
government as a respon-
sible opposition.

An SKM press re-
lease states that SDF 
should seriously com-
pare the increased rate 
of taxes from 1995 till 
date. It is added that 
drivers have been facing 
lots of problems due to 
enhanced taxes. 

Further, SKM has 
challenged SDF to car-
ry out an independent 
survey among drivers to 
learn about the ground 
reality. 80% of the roads 
in the State are in pa-
thetic condition but the 
State Government has 
been collecting huge 
taxes from drivers, the 
release adds.

G , A  4 (PTI): 
The ϐlood situation in As-
sam deteriorated today 
with two more deaths 
reported in Sivasagar dis-
trict, taking the toll to 43, 
while nearly 1.1 lakh peo-
ple remain affected across 

six districts in the state.
According to the As-

sam State Disaster Man-
agement Authority (ASD-
MA), two persons lost 
their lives in ϐlood-related 
incidents at Sonari reve-
nue circle of Sivasagar.

SUMMIT REPORT
K , 04 A :

Due to slow progress 
of work on National 

Highway 10, the contracts 
of Divya Shakti and Jag-
bandhu Ghosh Agency, 
agencies which were car-
rying out work on NH 10, 
have been terminated. 
Both the agencies had been 
given the work amount-
ing to Rs 32 crore on Feb 
2017. However, even after 
16 months only 18% of the 
work has been completed 
due to which the highway 
is in very bad shape. 

Kalimpong District 
administration recently 
sent a letter to the PWD, 
Executive Engineer in 
charge of NH 10 regard-
ing the repair and reno-
vation of NH 10. 

Both the agencies 

had been given the work 
of repairing NH 10 from 
Bagpul to Kalijhora 
[4.4km stretch] and 14 
km stretch from Lohapul 
to Teesta in Feb 2017.

The agencies were 
given 18 months to com-
plete the said work, but 
only 18% of the work 
has been completed after 
16 months which means 
it is not possible for the 
remaining 82% of work 
to be completed in 2 
months, said Executive 
Engineer, AK Maity. 

Mr Maity said that 
due to pressure from the 
district administration 
and media, the decision 
to terminate the contract 
of the said agencies was 
taken. He said that work 
on the highway will be-
gin soon.

Contract of 2 agencies undertaking NH 10 repairs 
terminated due to slow progress of work

Assam ϐlood situation worsens, toll rises to 43
With this, the total 

number of persons los-
ing their lives in the two 
waves of ϐlood this year in 
different parts of the state 
rose to 43.

The ASDMA said over 
1.09 lakh people are af-
fected at present in Dhe-
maji, Lakhimpur, Darrang, 
Golaghat, Sivasagar and 
Charaideo districts.

Till yesterday, around 
87,000 people were af-
fected in the six districts.

As per the ASDMA re-
port today, Golaghat is the 
worst affected with over 
91,000 sufferers, followed 
by Lakhimpur with al-
most 6,000 people affect-
ed in the deluge.

A Golaghat district ofϐi-
cial said heavy landslide has 

formed an artiϐicial lake on 
upstream of Doyang river 
and the situation may wors-
en if it breaches, which will 
bring more water to Doyang 
and Dhansiri rivers.

Currently, 163 villages 
are under water across 
the state and 10,991 hect-
ares of crop areas have 
been damaged, the ASD-
MA report said.

Indian mission submits 
Nirav Modi extradition 

request to UK authorities
L , A  4 (PTI): The Indian High Commission in 
London has handed over the extradition request doc-
uments for fugitive diamantaire Nirav Modi, wanted 
in India as a prime accused in the USD 2 billion loan 
fraud scam at Punjab National Bank, to the UK Central 
Authority, according to ofϐicial sources here.

The unit within the UK government’s Home Ofϐice 
will now process the request, which falls under mutual 
legal assistance requests, to assist in criminal investiga-
tions or proceedings, before an extradition warrant can 
be issued against Modi.

The whereabouts of the billionaire jeweller remain 
unknown, but the Indian government had been in-
formed by the UK’s Crown Prosecution Service (CPS) in 
June that it can initiate extradition proceedings despite 
the uncertainty.
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Gangtok on 
Sunday, 
05 Aug

Temp: 25°C/17°C
Forecast: Cloudy, 
a couple of thun-
dershowers.
Sunrise: 05:01 AM
Sunset: 6:22 PM

GOVERNMENT OF SIKKIM
ENERGY AND POWER DEPARTMENT

VEHICLE AUCTION NOTICE
Sealed tender are invited from the interested person(s)/ parties for the purchase 
of 08 (Eight) Nos. of condemned Government Vehicles pertaining to Energy & 
Power Department of the Government of Sikkim on metallic value and on ‘as it is 
where it is basis’. These vehicles can be located at DPH Complex/Gangtok. The 
details of the vehicles are as below:-

SL.NO. VEHICLE REGISTRATION NO/TYPE METALLIC VALUE

1. SK-01-G-0908/Gypsy Rs.11210.00
2. SK-01-G-0915/Gypsy Rs.10797.00
3. SK-01-G-0961/Gypsy Rs.11623.00
4. SK-01-G-0935/Gypsy Rs.10797.00
5. SK-01-G-0950/Gypsy Rs.10797.00
6. SK-01-G-0905/Gypsy Rs.10797.00
7. SK-01-G-6281/Gypsy Rs.10797.00
8. SK-01-G-0976/Gypsy Rs.11387.00

TERMS & CONDITIONS:
1. Cost of tender form is Rs.500/- (Rupees Five Hundred) only for each vehicle, 

payable in any branch of the State Bank of Sikkim, obtaining Bank Receipt 
(B/R) under the Revenue Head ‘0801-Power-80-general 800-other receipts’.

2. Tender Forms can be obtained from the offi  ce of the Assistant Engineer 
(Mech.) AWS, DPH, Gangtok during the working hours from 10 to 4 PM.

3. The tender form should be submitted within 10 working days from the date of 
publication.

Sd/-
SUPERINTENDING ENGINEER (MECH)

ENERGY & POWER DEPARTMENT.
R.O. No. 245/IPR/Pub/Classi./18-19 dt. 3.8.2018

Before the Oath Commissioner East Sikkim at Gangtok
AFFIDAVIT

I, Mewang Wangchuk Atuk son of Thinlay Norbu Atuk, aged 
about 45 years, Buddhist by faith, resident of Naya Bazar, 
Gangtok, P.O. & P.S. Gangtok, East Sikkim do hereby sol-
emnly affi  rm and declare on oath as follows:
1. That my correct name is Mewang Wangchuk Atuk and 
the same has been recorded in my Passport, bearing No. 
K611650, dated: 17.01.1992, issued by Republic of India.
2. That my name has been recorded as Wangchuk Atuk in 
the Migration Certifi cate bearing Rill No. 3201798 issued by 
Central Board of Secondary Education.
3. That I am swearing this affi  davit to state and declare that 
the names Mewang Wangchuk Atuk and Wangchuk Atuk 
are the names of one and the same person i.e. myself.

Sd/-
DEPONENT

SUMMIT REPORT
G , 04 A :

State Sports Academy 
thrashed SAI Nam-

chi 6-0 in the ongoing 
Sikkim Football Associ-
ation Premier Division 
Sikkim-League 2018 
here at Paljor Stadium 
today. Assisted by four 
goals by Milan Chettri, 
SSA bagged three more 
points from this convinc-
ing victory.

Milan Chettri scored 
an early lead for the State 
Sports Academy in the 
14th minute while his 
teammate doubled the 
lead in the 39th minute. 
Milan Chettri completed 
his brace during injury 
time of the ϐirst half to 
end the ϐirst half with 

SSA 3-0 ahead.
While the SAI-Namchi 

players were still strug-
gling to bounce back into 
the match, Milan com-
pleted his hattrick in the 
57th minute.

The unstoppable 
State Sports Academy 
players kept constant 
pressure on SAI with 
continuous attacks. Bud-
dhi Rai further extend-
ed the lead for the State 
Sports Academy to 5-0 in 
the 79th minute. Finally, 
Milan Chettri sealed a 6-0 
victory for SSA with his 
fourth goal in the 83rd 
minute of the match.

On 05 August, Sikkim 
Himalayan Sporting Club 
will take on Pakyong 
United Football Club.

SSA thrashes SAI-Namchi 6-0 
in SFA Premier Div League

SUMMIT REPORT
G , 04 A :

Sikkim State Legal Ser-
vices Authority [SLSA], 

under the directions of 
Acting Chief Justice, High 
Court of Sikkim, Justice 
Meenakshi Madan Rai, 
who is also the Execu-
tive Chairperson of Sik-
kim SLSA, organized an 
awareness programme 
for Legal Literacy Clubs 
[LLCs] of schools of East 
district on the importance 
of Fundamental Duties as 
envisaged in Article 51A 
of the Constitution of In-
dia at the auditorium of 
High Court of Sikkim in 
Gangtok today, a press re-
lease informs.

In his welcome ad-
dress, Member Secretary, 
Sikkim SLSA, Suraj Chettri, 
informed that LLCs have 
been established in 
schools for disseminating 
information about law 
and to make people aware 
about their rights and du-
ties through various ac-
tivities of the LLC so that 
the students become law 
abiding citizens.

The programme 
aimed at not only boost-
ing legal literacy but also 
to help in strengthening 
the aim of legal services 

institutions of access to 
justice for the vulnerable 
and marginalized section 
of the society, he added.

He also mentioned 
that there are altogether 
38 LLCs in schools, col-
leges and universities 
across Sikkim. The LLC 
in Law College, Burtuk 
was established in 11 Jun, 
2012 while LLCs for the 
schools of East district 
were established in 2013, 
for South district in 2014, 
North district in 2016 and 

for West district in the 
year 2013. Legal Literacy 
Clubs function under the 
supervision of “Teacher-
in-Charge” of the respec-
tive high school/college, 
he added.

Panel Advocates, Sik-
kim SLSA, TR Barfungpa 
and Zangpo Sherpa, at-
tended the programme 
as resource persons and 
addressed the gathering 
of 150 student LLC mem-
bers along with their 
teacher-in-charge.

Mr Barfungpa spoke 
on ways to abide by the 
Constitution and respect 
its ideals and institutions, 
the National Flag and the 
National Anthem while 
upholding and protect-
ing the Sovereignty, Unity 
and Integrity of India.

Likewise, Mr Sherpa 
highlighted on preserv-
ing the rich heritage and 
culture of the country 
and protecting the natu-
ral environment includ-
ing Forests, Lakes, Rivers 

and Wildlife.
The programme con-

cluded with an inter-
action session held be-
tween the students and 
resource persons.

SLSA conducts awareness programme for 
Legal Literacy Clubs of East district
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Sikkim Information 
Commission [SIC] 

organized sensitisation 
programme on RTI Act 
and Rule of 2005 at Bur-
tuk Law College in Gang-
tok on 03 Aug in the pres-
ence of Chief Information 
Commisioner, MB Gu-
rung, as chief guest and 
Secretary, SIC, JD Bhut-
ia, as guest of honour, a 
press release informs.

Deputy Secretary, 
SIC, Abinash Rai, while 
addressing the gathering 
as resource person, gave 
detailed insights on pro-
visions of the RTI Act and 
its rules. 

He informed that for 
an organization to fall 
under the deϐinition of 
Public Authority, the Gov-
ernment should either 
own or have substantial 

control over the manage-
ment and affairs of the 
organization or should 
be substantially ϐinanced. 
Private educational in-
stitutes receiving 95% of 
funding may fall under 
the deϐinition of Public 
Authority, he added.

Mr Rai stressed that 
repetitive RTI applica-
tions cannot be enter-
tained and the infor-
mation seeker needs to 
seek the information at 
one go only.

He also read out the 
judgement of Delhi High 
Court regarding misuse 
of RTI Act and urged 
Law students to use the 
Act judiciously for larger 
public interest.

Burtuk Law College 
extended gratitude to SIC 
for providing in-depth 
analysis on RTI Act and 
Rule of 2005. 

SIC holds sensitization 
programme on RTI at 
Burtuk Law College

GoAir puts 1 
mn seats up for 
sale at Rs 1,099 
starting fares
M , A  4 (PTI): 
Budget carrier GoAir to-
day offered up to 10 lakh 
seats for sale at a heavi-
ly-discounted ticket price, 
starting as low as Rs 
1,099 for a one-way travel 
across its network.

Besides, customers 
can avail an extra ϐive per 
cent cashback of up to Rs 
250 on payment made 
through digital wallet 
company Paytm for all 
bookings under the ‘fes-
tival season’ sale, GoAir 
said in a release.

These tickets are on 
sale for purchase from 
today and will remain 
available till August 9 for 
a travel period that starts 
today and goes up to De-
cember, the company said.

“GoAir announces 
special low fares promo-
tion across all sectors 
with ticket starting as low 
as Rs 1,099 (all-inclusive) 
for the travel period from 
August 4 to December 31, 
2018,” the airline said in 
the release.

Customers can also 
avail exclusive deals of up 
to Rs 3,000 if booked on 
GoAir website or mobile 
app, the release said.

The discounted ticket 
offer comes with some 
other additional beneϐits 
such as an extra ϐive per 
cent cash back of up to 
Rs 250 on payment done 
through Paytm wallet as 
well as Rs 750 discount 
on the Myntra app or 
website on spends of Rs 
2,500 or more, it added.

The Wadia Group-
owned airline currently 
operates over 1,544 weekly 
ϐlights to across 23 domes-
tic destinations -- Ahmed-
abad, Bagdogra, Bengaluru, 
Bhubaneswar, Chandigarh, 
Chennai, Delhi, Goa, Guwa-
hati, Jaipur, Jammu, Kochi, 
Kolkata, Leh, Lucknow, 
Mumbai, Nagpur, Patna, 
Port Blair, Pune, Ranchi, Sri-
nagar and Hyderabad.

SUMMIT REPORT
M , 04 A :

World Breast Feed-
ing Week was ob-

served at Phodong Pri-
mary Health Centre in 
North Sikkim today in 
the presence of Zilla Pan-
chayat, Gaching Bhutia, 
as chief guest.

Resource person, S 
Lhamu [Deputy Director, 
Nutrition], spoke on the 
importance of breast-
feeding and demonstrat-
ed preparation of com-
plementary food.

The programme also 
included quiz and cook-
ing competitions.

Breast Feeding Week  
at Phodong PHC

N  D , A  4 (PTI): 
With the onset of monsoon, 
dengue has affected over 
14,000 people across the 
country and claimed the 
lives of 30 people till July 22 
this year, according to data 
from a government body.

According to National 
Vector Borne Disease Con-
trol Programme (NVB-
DCP) under the Union 
Health Ministry, 14,233 
cases have been reported 
across the country. 

In 2017, the disease had 
affected around 1,88,401 
people and claimed 325 
lives across the country. 

In Delhi, till July this 
year, 90 cases of dengue 
have been reported al-
though there has been no 
death, according to the 
NVBDCP data. 

Union Health Minister 
JP Nadda had reviewed the 
reparatory activities with 
the principal secretaries of 
20 high-burden states, in-
cluding Delhi, on April 27.

Nadda had also writ-
ten to Delhi Chief Minis-
ter recently, stressing the 
need for initiating actions 
to implement preventive 
and control measures to 
check spread of dengue.

Dengue claims 30 lives, over 14k 
people affected across country
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WRITE US: Readers are invited to com-
ment on, criticise, run down, even appreci-
ate if they like something in this paper. Let-
ters carrying abusive/ indecorous language 
and personal attacks, except when against 
people responsible in this newspaper (who 
are fair game), will have to be ignored. Let-
ters which carry forward a conversation or 
initiate a dialogue will command immediate 
attention and receive prominence.  Mail us 
at: letters@summittimes.com

Avoid the Babel 
Syndrome

Resuscitate languages and 
the rest will follow

One of the more encouraging signs when it comes to 
the vibrancy of languages is to see the young make 

lists in the mother tongues. It is a rarity, because even 
speakers of the lingua franca nowadays take notes in 
English and they are already conversing on the smart-
phones in emojis. The worry then is that the mother  
tongue, the language they would  be expected to be the 
most ϐluent in when conveying emotions and ideas, 
has now become the formal language – something 
they can write exams in or  maybe use to speak with 
elders, but cannot joke or share ideas in. So, when the 
mother tongue becomes the language of casual con-
versations and spontaneous note-taking, it becomes 
a special moment, underlining a community’s success 
at keeping their culture alive because no culture can 
survive once its language is lost. 

In fact, a major concern exists in communities 
all over the world over the preservation of native 
languages and cultures. While earlier, indigenous 
communities could rely on traditional educational 
systems to ensure their cultural survival, this sup-
port system does not exist anymore. Earlier, the lan-
guage would get passed down around kitchen ϐires 
and along with it would slip through the essence of 
ethnic cultures and traditions. As Sikkim grows more 
cosmopolitan, outside inϐluences have edged out 
this form of education. The formal education system 
which includes many indigenous/ local languages 
in its curriculum does not include the subtlety with 
which cultures were instinctively fostered earlier. At 
best, the schools can equip the students with the lan-
guage, which they should then utilise to learn. Unlike 
the present trend where the learning curve ends with 
the schooling years, the learning should in fact be-
gin once the basics of a language have been picked 
up and then should launch the process of master-
ing it. This becomes necessary because indigenous 
languages are ϐinding fewer and fewer people using 
them anymore and the few who have mastered the 
tongue need to record whatever it is they can cull 
from the older generation so that some element of 
their identity survives the march of time. In fact, this 
is one aspect of the cultural revivalism afoot all over 
the Hills that needs to be paid more attention to. 

While it is all too easy to play the role of the victi-
mised and collect sympathy, it is in proving real con-
cern and engagement that the Hill communities are 
failing. This applies not just to the minority Lepchas 
and Bhutias of the Hills but also the Nepalese. It needs 
no reiteration that language is the link to identity. It 
is the language that keeps cultures alive. The nuanc-
es of each language highlight the inϐluence of the past 
which shapes the present of individual communities. 
That said, let’s look at the state of ethnic languages 
among the speakers themselves. When a language is 
being taught in school, it has to mean more than just a 
medium of communication. It has to become the tool 
of learning and discovery. One does not know whom 
to blame here, but few in Sikkim have proven that they 
can deploy their language skills for this purpose.

Blame it on the inϐluence of television or now ac-
cess to affordable broadband which has wiped out the 
reading habit or the confusion of being exposed to too 
many languages [Nepali, English, Hindi and the mother 
tongue, in Sikkim’s case], but fact remains that we are 
grooming a generation of students who are not proϐi-
cient in any language. We are talking here in terms of 
reading, understanding and writing. Anyone can com-
municate, but a student is expected to do better.

The previous generation has to shoulder most of 
the blame. They relied too much on tokenism. A lan-
guage day here, a smattering of language skills there 
and they thought they had done enough. They were 
wrong. A language has to become relevant to survive. 
It can be made relevant if important and interesting 
books are written in that language, if popular music 
uses it. Just look around, how many interesting books 
can a lay person ϐind in Bhutia or Lepcha which is not 
available in other languages. Even Nepali language es-
sentially survives only as the lingua franca. To prove 
the point - can anyone recall the last work in ϐiction in 
Nepali which was a runaway hit that everyone wanted 
to read and possess? Fact remains, we are wiping out 
our cultures because we are not serious enough about 
our languages.

CHRIS ALLEN
theconversation.com

In recent weeks, a number of quite astound-
ing articles have appeared in the British press. 
These have included among others, a Times col-

umn opining the beneϐit to Britain in the current 
climate of having a political leader like Donald 
Trump, Vladimir Putin or Recep Tayyip Erdoğan; 
referred to as “strongmen”. In the Daily Telegraph, 
a similarly toned piece contemplated the reinstate-
ment of the death penalty after Brexit.

Somewhat appealing to the lowest common 
denominator, these and similar articles prompt 
questions about the extent to which Britain’s main-
stream media is shifting towards the right of the 
political spectrum. Even more worrying is the ex-
tent to which it is “normalising” 
extreme right-wing ideas and 
ideologies.

A recent Sunday Times arti-
cle by Andrew Gilligan referred 
to “hipster fascists” with their 
penchant for New Balance train-
ers and skinny jeans. So their 
views might be out where the 
buses don’t run, but at least they 
have a decent dress code.

It’s not just the print media. 
Mainstream broadcasters have 
been giving signiϐicant airtime 
to various prominent far-right 
identities. These have included 
the former Breitbart London 
editor Raheem Kassam appear-
ing on BBC Radio 4’s Today pro-
gramme to discuss the release 
of Tommy Robinson, the former 
leader of the anti-Islam English 
Defence League, on bail after winning an appeal 
against a contempt of court conviction. Meanwhile 
Ezra Levant, Robinson’s former employer at the Ca-
nadian far-right website Rebel Media, appeared on 
BBC 5 Live’s Breakfast Show.

Steve Bannon, the former executive chairman 
of Breitbart News and Donald Trump’s former 
strategy guru, was invited onto LBC and told Nigel 
Farage: “I don’t think Robinson’s a bad guy. I think 
he’s a solid guy and I think he’s got to be released 
from prison.” This followed an extensive interview 
with BBC Newsnight in May.

It is worth noting that prior to his conviction, 
Robinson himself was something of a darling of 
the mainstream media. He has been a guest on 
ITV’s Good Morning Britain, BBC Radio 4’s Today, 
BBC2’s Newsnight and BBC1’s The Big Questions, 
among others.

Given the recurrence of Robinson’s appearanc-

es in the mainstream media, it can be argued that 
not only has this played down the highly divisive 
and dangerous views and ideologies he has es-
poused but so too has it legitimised his claim to be 
voice of the people. That has the potential to have 
quite dangerous and dire consequences.

A ‘NEW NORMAL’
Indeed, one of the goals of right-wing extremists 
has always been to appear “normal”. In recent 
years, the British National Party (BNP) was trans-
formed under the leadership of Nick Grifϐin. By 
trying to look more like mainstream politicians, 
Grifϐin believed that the BNP would become more 
electable. Despite the outward change, its national-
ist agenda remained constant.

While the BNP achieved relative success in lo-
cal and European elections, Grifϐin’s appearance 

on BBC1’s Question Time pretty much destroyed 
his credibility both inside and outside the BNP. De-
scribing the treatment he received as being akin to 
a “lynch mob” highlights the stark difference be-
tween then and now.

If seen to be complicit in the process of “nor-
malisation” then – through playing down or trivial-
ising the very real and detrimental impact bigotry 
and hate can have on the lives of individuals, com-
munities and wider society – the mainstream me-
dia could be accused of conferring acceptability on 
some of these views.

WORKING-CLASS HEROES?
Focusing upon the style, clothes or brands worn by 
far-right activists or having debates about the ex-
tent to which they might be a “working-class hero” 
fails to acknowledge the highly politicised agendas 
and ideologies those being focused on seek to dis-
seminate. It also has the potential to embolden and 

strengthen their supporters and act as a recruiting 
tool – making them appear as the “true voice” of 
certain communities, groups or constituencies.

You could argue that the mainstream media did 
much the same with the unprecedented platform 
afforded to the now-imprisoned Islamist extremist, 
Anjem Choudary. Not only did he reinforce nega-
tive stereotypes about Muslims and Islam in the 
wider community – but the mainstream media’s 
endorsement of him as a key Muslim leader caused 
consternation among the vast majority of British 
Muslims for whom his views were extreme and not 
in the least representative of them.

HAIL STRONGMEN
The same can be said by the “strongman” article by 
Clare Foges, a former speechwriter for David Cam-
eron. Her article massively plays down the more un-

palatable policies of leaders such 
as Rodrigo Duterte of the Philip-
pines and Turkish president Er-
doğan. Foges in fact praises them, 
as well as Trump and Putin, for 
getting things done.

But it also overlooks the very 
real fact that under their leader-
ship, values that are held dear 
by democracies including the 
UK – among them democracy, 
free speech and justice – have 
at times been restricted, con-
strained or completely removed.

Knowing that the murder of 
Jo Cox and the attack on Fins-
bury Park Mosque were perpe-
trated by individuals aligned to 
extreme right-wing ideologies 
should be itself warning enough 
that affording greater legitimacy 
to and normalising such views is 

extremely dangerous.
Put this in the context of the sharp rise in the 

number of people being referred to Prevent for 
holding extreme right-wing views and the fact that 
levels of hate crime last year reached record highs 
and the seriousness of the matter is unquestion-
able.

I’m not advocating censorship or limiting free 
speech – far from it. What I am saying is that the 
mainstream media has a responsibility for ensur-
ing objectivity and impartiality. The zeal to main-
tain what is obviously a false balance by giving a 
platform to such extremists is not part of that re-
mit. Big media organisations must be aware that le-
gitimisation of the far right is not acceptable. They 
cannot normalise nor be seen to give permission 
to what are, in truth, hateful ideas and ideologies.

[the writer is Associate Professor in Hate 
Studies, University of Leicester]

Why the mainstream media should stop 
giving extreme views a platform

Many people have criticised the BBC for inviting alt-
right ideologue Steve bannon on to Newsnight.

CHERYL HENDRICKS
theconversation.com

Zimbabwe’s general elections on July 
30 were being labelled as “historic”. 

For the ϐirst time since independence 
in 1980, the ballot paper featured the 
faces of new presidential candidates, 
Emmerson Mnangagwa and Nelson 
Chamisa. And, prior to the poll, there 
was no large scale violence by security 
institutions and youth militia, as had 
happened previously.

Indeed, the elections were peace-
ful and voters turned out in large num-
bers. But that’s where the good news 
ended as violence broke out after the 
release of the parliamentary results.

Supporters of the Movement for 
Democratic Change (MDC)- Alliance 
led by Chamisa marched to the Zimba-
bwe Electoral Commission’s command 
centre protesting against the slow re-
lease of the presidential election re-
sults. The parliamentary results were 
released early in the day, giving Za-
nu-PF (68%) of the seats. The MDC-Al-
liance was insinuating that the presi-
dential results were being rigged.

The day before any results were 
released MDC-Alliance leaders had 
upped the ante by announcing they’d 
won, and saying that they wouldn’t ac-
cept any other result.

The army and police responded to 
protesters with the familiar brutality, 
leaving three people dead. In the space 
of two hours Zimbabwe went from 
having peaceful, free and fair elec-
tions, to ones marred by violence and 
accusations of fraud. The promise of a 
new dawn seemed to vanish instanta-
neously.

What went wrong? Are the parlia-
mentary election results a reϐlection of 
voter rigging or of the MDC-Alliance’s 
own weaknesses?

Zimbabwe needed these elections 

to be credible, no matter who won. A 
legitimate government – with a strong 
mandate – can develop and implement 
a much needed national development 
plan to ϐix the country’s shattered 
economy.

Both presidential candidates and 
political parties promised peace and 
a new beginning. But, when the chips 
were down and the votes began to 
show a familiar trend of Zanu-PF dom-
inance, both parties resorted to old 
tactics. MDC-Alliance resorted to dis-
ruption and discrediting the elections 
while Zanu-PF, through the security 
establishment, used undue force.

Accusations and counter accusa-
tions of who was to blame became the 
order of the day as they both plunged 
the country back into familiar chaos. 
These leopards were now revealing 
that they had not changed their spots, 
in full view of an international commu-
nity they were hoping would come and 
invest after an election.

ZANU-PF
Last November the governing Zanu-PF 
ushered in a new political dispensa-
tion, via a military assisted transition 
that ousted former president Robert 
Mugabe. The party was never going 
to hand over power on a silver platter 
and would have been preparing for a 
win in what they no doubt expected to 
be a competitive race.

Zanu-PF always had the upper 
hand given its 38 years in power since 
independence. It had access to more 
funding, including state resources, 
that enabled it to run a more effective 
campaign. Its many huge billboards, 
advertising a re-imaged Mnangagwa, 
new vehicles and a ϐlood of green par-
ty paraphernalia all indicated that it 
had invested large amounts of money 
in these elections.

The party also beneϐited from a 
biased state media. And it could also 

still ride on the wave of the sweeping 
changes it had brought about from No-
vember 2017, which included opening 
up the democratic space in terms of 
freedom of speech and association and 
movement.

The fact that these elections were 
held in full view of international and 
regional observers, that political par-
ties were allowed to campaign freely, 
and that the run up to the polling day 
was largely peaceful, could all be cred-
ited to their new form of governance.

MDC-ALLIANCE
The MDC-Alliance went into the elec-
tions on a weak footing. They were 
fractured, having brought ϐive parties 
together very recently in an alliance 
through the efforts of the young Chami-
sa. They didn’t have enough resources, 
nor time to mobilise effectively, though 
they still attracted thousands to their 
rallies in urban areas.

But the MDC-Alliance ran a cam-
paign that focused mainly on the pres-
idential elections. They pinned their 
hopes on Chamisa being able to woo 
a predominantly young Zimbabwean 
population eager to see change.

But after votes had been caste, the 
behaviour of the alliance’s two leaders 
left a lot to be desired. Tendai Biti and 
Chamisa declared themselves the win-
ners of the presidential poll well be-
fore election results were announced 
by the Zimbabwe Electoral Commis-
sion. They also said they would not 
accept any result that did not declare 
them the victors.

This could have been partly 
responsible for the violence that 
erupted.

At a time when they needed to 
show good leadership, they employed 
the usual tactics of discrediting elec-
toral processes before results were 
even announced. The situation wasn’t 
helped by the fact that the electoral 

commission took a long time to release 
the presidential results (citing proce-
dures for the delay). This was bound to 
exacerbate tensions in a country with 
such very low trust in the electoral 
process.

The electoral commission has al-
ways been accused of being biased 
towards Zanu-PF. It should have devel-
oped mechanisms to alleviate distrust, 
and come up with a strategy to ensure 
that results were released without de-
lay and through proper channels, and 
not through social media.

There were a few irregularities 
that were noted by all the observer 
missions. These included the voters’ 
roll not being available on time, too 
many assisted voters, the lack of an 
effective communication strategy by 
the electoral commission, media bias, 
and intimidation of voters, especially 
of women candidates.

It was certainly not a level playing 
ϐield. But, the environment and irreg-
ularities were not deemed to be at 
a scale big enough to jeopardise the 
credibility of the elections.

WHAT NOW?
It’s time political parties and individ-
uals put their narrow self interests 
aside and act on behalf of Zimbabwe 
as a whole. This is the only way for the 
country to move forward.

If the MDC-Alliance claims Zanu-PF 
rigged the elections with the help of 
the electoral commission, the onus is 
on them to prove it. Till then, both par-
ties need to sort out their differences 
as quickly and as peacefully as possi-
ble for the sake of the people of Zim-
babwe, who have endured much hard-
ship because of political elites intent 
on serving their own interests.

[the writer is Executive director, 
Africa Institute of South Africa, Hu-

man Sciences Research Council]

Zimbabwe’s historic elections: a case of 
leopards not changing their spots
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A , A  4 (PTI): 
The Tripura government 
today said it will ϐill up 
9,424 vacant posts in 
different departments 
soon by strictly adhering 
to the new employment 
policy it introduced af-
ter coming to power in 
March this year.

Minister for Edu-
cation and Law, Ratan 
Lal Nath said Tripura’s 
Council of Ministers in-
troduced a fair recruit-
ment policy replacing the 
old ϐlawed one to provide 
jobs to the deserving 
candidates alone.

We would strictly ad-
here to the new employ-
ment policy of the state. 
All new appointments 
would be made through 

examinations conduct-
ed by the Tripura Pub-
lic Service Commission 
(TPSC), he told reporters 
here yesterday.

The BJP-IPFT govern-
ment headed by Chief 
Minister Biplab Deb im-
posed embargo on all 
ongoing recruitment 
processes on March 10, 
the very next day after 
it assumed ofϐice, citing 
grounds for review.

Restriction on re-
cruitments has been re-
voked recently. We sent 
a letter to TPSC to con-
duct recruitment proce-
dure for 182 Assistant 
Professors. Recruitment 
would also be done in 
over 9,000 other posts in 
different government de-

partments, Nath said.
The minister also 

said the previous Left 
Front government with-
held recruitment in over 
8,000 posts though many 
of them were notiϐied 
by TPSC. Many of them 
were sanctioned by the 
ϐinance department as 
well, he added.

He also said that re-
cruitment processes initi-
ated by the previous Left 
Front government now 
stand cancelled and the 
process will be started 
shortly. Any candidate who 
has exceeded upper age 
limit for government ser-
vice would be able to avail 
a one-time relaxation of 
age bar, the minister said.

K , A  4 (PTI): 
The CBI has conducted 
raids in nine locations 
as a part of their probe 
into the ATM Group’s chit 
fund case in several areas 
of West Bengal, the inves-
tigation agency spokes-
person said today.

The raids were con-
ducted at the ofϐices and 
residential premises of 
the chairman and man-
aging director and other 
directors of the company 
in nine different locations 
on Thursday, he said.

During the searches, 
several documents were 
seized.

A case was registered 
in June 2017 against the 
ATM Group of compa-
nies’ ofϐicials under IPC 
406 (criminal breach of 
trust), 420 (cheating), 

120B (criminal conspira-
cy), 323 (punishment for 
voluntary causing hurt), 
506 (criminal intimida-
tion) and 34 (act done 
by several persons in 
furtherance of common 
intention) against the 
CMD and other directors 
of ATM group of compa-
nies following orders of 
the Supreme Court.

As per the complaints, 
the accused persons had 
allegedly collected from 
the public an amount of 
Rs four to ϐive crore (ap-
prox) as deposit on assur-
ance to repay the amount 
with high rate of interest.

“The accused per-
sons, however, did not 
repay and misappropri-
ated the invested amount 
and thereby cheated the 
investors,” he said.

Kolkata, Aug 4 (PTI): The 
veriϐication of identities of 
the people, who have mi-
grated from West Bengal 
to Assam, for the National 
Register of Citizens (NRC) 
may take another couple 
of months to be complet-
ed, a senior state govern-
ment ofϐicial said here.

The process is a 
“long-drawn one” and re-
ports on the NRC veriϐi-
cation from ofϐicers con-
cerned are being await-
ed, he said.

“There is not a single 
paper lying with us right 
now. All those which were 
not sent for updating the 
NRC are awaiting veriϐi-
cation. It (veriϐication) is 
a long process and we are 
working on it. It may take 
another couple of months 
to be completed,” the ofϐi-

cial told PTI on condition 
of anonymity.

He said that there was 
pressure from the Assam 
government in returning 
the NRC veriϐication doc-
uments expeditiously.

West Bengal is the 
biggest defaulter in the 
NRC veriϐication process, 
Registrar General and 
Census Commissioner 
of India Sailesh, who is 
overseeing the entire 
exercise of the NRC, had 
said last week.

“The largest number 
of documents that we 
have not received among 
all states was from West 
Bengal. We had to strug-
gle. We had to follow up. 
But we have not received 
substantial number of 
documents from West 
Bengal. The response (of 

West Bengal) in terms of 
results was not satisfac-
tory,” Sailesh had said.

According to the state 
government ofϐicial, 
nearly 15,000 responses 
were sent to the Assam 
government out of the 
total about 1.14 lakh re-
quests and “we are work-
ing on the rest”.

The NRC veriϐication 
is faster in areas like Kol-
kata but is “pretty slow” 
in the rural areas, he said.

Stating that less man-
power is a reason for the 
delay, he gave the example 
of cases which needed to 
be veriϐied from the West 
Bengal Council of Higher 
Secondary Education.

The ofϐicial said that 
the home department 
was also helping those 
departments short of in-

frastructure in expedit-
ing the process of NRC 
veriϐication.

“We had asked other 
departments to check the 
authenticity of the peo-
ple concerned and the 
rest of the veriϐication 
was done by our ofϐicers. 
So we did everything to 
speed up the process,” 
the ofϐicial said.

In the districts, a 
veriϐication request was 
needed to be referred to 
the district magistrate 
who would then send the 
ϐile to the SDO.

“The ϐile will move 
from the SDO to the BDO 
who will refer it to the 
gram panchayat for ver-
iϐication. The ϐile will be 
returned through the 
same channel. So the ver-
iϐication is taking a long 

time in the rural areas,” 
he said.

Sailesh had said that 
the he had made an ex-
ception by deputing his 
own staff to assist the 
state government.

“But West Bengal was 
the only state where all 
required documents for 
the draft NRC was not re-
ceived,” Sailesh had said.

Out of about 1.14 
lakh cases sent to Bengal 
government, only 7,438 
responses have been re-
ceived, Sailesh had said.

The ϐinal draft NRC 
was published on July 30 
and it had excluded more 
than 40 lakh residents.

Most of the names 
were excluded due to 
lack of proper docu-
ments proving Indian cit-
izenship, Assam ofϐicials 

had said.
Dubbing the process 

of identiϐication for the 
Assam NRC as a ploy of 
the BJP-ruled central gov-
ernment to do vote bank 
politics, West Bengal 
Chief Minister and Trina-
mool Congress supremo 
Mamata Banerjee has 
been protesting against 
the exclusion of over 40 
lakh people from the NRC.

She had sent an 
eight-member TMC team, 
comprising six MPs, one 
MLA and West Bengal 
minister Firad Hakim to 
Assam to take stock of 
the situation on August 2. 
The team of TMC leaders 
was detained at the Sil-
char airport by state po-
lice. They later returned 
from Assam.

Veri ication of WB migrants’ identities for Assam 
NRC to take couple of months more

CBI raids nine locations 
of chit fund company

Tripura to ill up 9,424 posts 
under new recruitment policy

T  (M ), 
A  4 (PTI): A member 
of the National Demo-
cratic Front of Boroland 
(NDFB) was allegedly 
beaten to death by a 
mob at Baringgre in East 
Garo Hills district, police 
said today.

Aita Boro, who es-
caped police ϐiring in 
an encounter at Tarasin 
yesterday, reached the 
village under the Rong-

jeng police station and 
was caught by locals, Su-
perintendent of Police R 
Momin said.

Soon, a mob gath-
ered around him and 
allegedly beat him to 
death, he said.

A member of the 
NDFB was killed in an 
encounter with police at 
Tarasin yesterday.

NDFB member beaten 
to death in Meghalaya

N  D , A  4 
(PTI): Major Leetul 
Gogoi, who was detained 
by police in a Srinagar 
hotel after he was seen 
with a local woman in 
May, may face punitive 
action as a Court of In-
quiry ordered by the 
Army into the incident 
is likely to indict him in 
the case, ofϐicial sources 
said here.

They said the CoI has 
found that he violated 
the Army’s rule against 
developing relationship 
with a local woman in a 
conϐlict zone and breach-
ing the standard operat-
ing procedure of staying 
away from place of duty.

The sources said 
the ϐindings of the CoI 

are being placed before 
the top brass of the Sri-
nagar-based XV corps for 
approval following which 
charges against Gogoi 
may be slapped under 
relevant sections of the 
Army Act. 

On May 23, Gogoi 
was detained by police 

following an altercation 
at the hotel in Srinagar 
where he was allegedly 
trying to enter with an 
18-year-old woman. 

Days later, the Army 
had ordered the CoI into 
the incident after Army 
chief Gen Bipin Rawat 
said in Pahalgam that 

exemplary punishment 
would be given to Gogoi 
if he was found guilty of 
“any offence”.

“If any ofϐicer of the 
Indian Army is found 
guilty of any offence, we 
will take strictest possi-
ble action,” Gen. Rawat 
had said.

The sources said the 
Army authorities are 
likely to examine the le-
gal aspects of the case 
before taking a ϐinal call 
on future course of ac-
tion.

Major Gogoi had hit 
the headlines last year af-
ter he tied a man to a jeep 
in Kashmir purportedly 
as a shield against stone 
pelters during polling in 
the Srinagar Lok Sabha 
by-election on April 9. 

Gen Rawat had sup-
ported the young ofϐi-
cer’s action and hon-
oured him with the Army 
chief’s ‘Commendation 
Card’ for his ‘sustained 
efforts’ in counter-insur-
gency operations.

Major Leetul Gogoi likely to be indicted 
by Army CoI for hotel incident

IMD forecast 
heavy rainfall 
in Odisha in 
next two days
B , A  4 
(PTI): Forecasting for-
mation of a low pressure 
area over West Ben-
gal and neighbourhood 
during the next 48 hours, 
the IMD today predicted 
heavy rainfall in the next 
two days in Odisha.

According to the latest 
bulletin issued by the Indi-
an Meteorological Depart-
ment (IMD), there will be 
rain and thundershower 
in most places in the dis-
tricts of north coastal Odi-
sha and in many places in 
the districts of the rest of 
the state.

The IMD forecast 
heavy rainfall in the dis-
tricts of Mayurbhanj, Ke-
onjhar, Dhenkanal, Puri, 
Ganjam and Khordha on 
Auhust 5.

Similarly, the met ofϐice 
forecast heavy rainfall in 
Sundergarh, Jharsuguda, 
Bargarh, Sambalpur, Deog-
arh, Keonjhar, Angul, Ma-
yurbhanj, Kalahandi and 
Kandhamal on August 6.

The ϐishermen are 
warned not to venture 
into the sea on August 5 
and 6. “Whoever in the out 
coast on deep sea, are ad-
vised to return to the coast 
by morning of August 5, 
2018,” the IMD said.

Meanwhile, a report 
issued by the special re-
lief commissioner ofϐice 
said while 28 districts had 
received sporadic rainfall, 
two districts of Khurda 
and Puri had not received 
any rainfall during the 
past 24 hours.

With this, the cumu-
lative average rainfall of 
the state from June one 
till August 4, comes to a 
surplus of three per cent 
over the long term aver-
age rainfall, it said.

K , A  4 (PTI): 
The Trinamool Congress 
today observed a ‘black 
day’ in various parts of 
West Bengal in protest 
against the alleged “de-
tention and manhan-
dling” of its leaders in 
Assam’s Silchar airport. 

The protest will con-
tinue tomorrow too, par-
ty sources said.

TMC ministers, lead-
ers and activists hit the 
streets in the districts 
and blocks across the 
state to protest against 
the alleged assault on the 
eight-member TMC team 
at the Silchar airport on 
Thursday when they tried 
to enter Assam’s Cachar 

district to assess the sit-
uation in the wake of the 
publication of the ϐinal 
draft of the National Reg-
ister of Citizens (NRC).

Carrying placards 
and sporting black 
masks and badges, TMC 
activists shouted slogans 
against the BJP govern-
ments at the Centre and 

Assam and the ϐinal draft 
of the NRC, published on 
July 30 and touted to be 

The eight-member 
TMC delegation had com-
prised of six MPs, an MLA 
and West Bengal minis-
ter Firhad Hikim. They 
were stopped at the Sil-
char airport and put un-
der preventive detention. 

They returned to the city 
yesterday.

TMC chief and West 
Bengal Chief Minister 
Mamata Banerjee had al-
leged that the members 
of the delegation, includ-
ing women, were man-
handled at the airport 
and accused the BJP of 
imposing a “super emer-
gency” in the country.

TMC secretary-gener-
al Partha Chatterjee had 
yesterday said, “What 
happened to our party 
delegation is not only 
shameful but also un-
democratic. Our slogan 
will be ‘we don’t need 
this monstrous govern-
ment anymore’.

TMC observes ‘black day’ in WB against 
manhandling of its leaders
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B , A  4 
(PTI): England pacer 
James Anderson says Vi-
rat Kohli is not “invinci-
ble” and poor slip ϐielding 
from his team mates has 
allowed the Indian skip-
per to get off the hook 
in the ϐirst innings of the 
opening cricket Test here. 

It was an engrossing 
duel between Test crick-
et’s second most success-
ful pacer, Anderson and 
Kohli on the second day 
when the Indian skipper 
was dropped twice off 
the bowler on 21 and 51 
by Dawid Malan. 

Kohli went on to score 
149 and was batting on 
43 not out in India’s sec-
ond innings score of 110 
for 5 with the visitors 
still needing 84 more to 
win ϐirst Test. 

Anderson rued his 
side’s poor catching and 
said England need to take 
their chances against a 
batsman of Kohli’s calibre.

“I’ve been encour-
aged the way I’ve bowled 
at him (Kohli) in this 
game so far, found the 
edge a few times in the 
ϐirst innings. On another 
day I could have got him 
for 20, and then we’re 
not talking about how 
brilliant he is,” Anderson 
said last night.

“You can’t drop Virat 

Kohli on 21, because he’s 
one of the best players in 
the world, and he’ll capi-
talise on that and which he 
did. We could have been in 
a much different position 
now. We’ve just got to go 
away and know we can get 
him. No one is invincible 
in world cricket. We can 
get him out,” he said. 

Anderson said that 
Kohli can shield his tail 
very well, like he did in 
the ϐirst innings, and thus 
England need to ϐind a 
way to quickly get him 
out if the hosts desire to 
win the Test.

“To be a part of it is 

great, and tomorrow 
we’ve got a really good 
chance of winning the 
game. If we recover well 
and come back fresh in 
the morning, we know 
it’s going to be 25-30 
overs max one way or the 
other, so we can give it all 
we can,” said Anderson. 

“If he (Kohli) bats like 
he did in the ϐirst innings 
India will win. Even bat-
ting with the tail, he just 
managed to ϐind the gap, 
or get down the other 
end - the way he batted 
with the tail was brilliant.

“We need ϐive wick-
ets, simple as that, fair-

ly quickly - otherwise, 
they’ll get the runs. 
We’ve just got to give it 
everything we’ve got for 
the ϐirst 15-20 overs - 
leave absolutely nothing 
out there,” he said. 

Anderson said the 
ongoing match was a 
brilliant example for Test 
cricket.

“It’s been really excit-
ing, if not a bit frustrat-
ing at times. What’s been 
great is the way the mo-
mentum has shifted. Test 
cricket at its best the way 
we dominated the ϐirst 
two sessions of the match, 
then India wrestled back 

the momentum, then it 
was our job to go out and 
bowl well. It’s gone to and 
fro,” he said. 

“It’s a really exciting 
place to be, because you 
know we could do some-
thing special tomorrow 
by winning this such 
a close Test match. So 
we’ll go to bed dreaming 
about getting Kohli out 
ϐirst thing,” he said.

The hosts have 
dropped quite a few 
chances in the slips, and 
their record is only mar-
ginally better than India’s. 

Anderson said this 
was a matter of concern 

as slip catching is an area 
where they have struggled 
for quite sometime now. 

“The personnel in the 
team has changed quite a 
lot, so it’s been difϐicult 
to get a set cordon. But 
we’re just going to have 
to keep working hard-
er and harder, pushing 
ourselves to be better, 
because you can’t keep 
creating the chances and 
not taking them,” he said.

Anderson was also 
full or praise for young 
Sam Curran, who brought 
England back into the 
game with a maiden Test 
half-century after they 
were reduced to 87 for 7 
in the second innings at 
one stage.

“He’s (Curran) a really 
impressive lad. I remem-
ber me as a 20-year-old, 
and I didn’t know what 
was going on. I was in 
awe of everyone. But he’s 
been around quite a bit, 
he knows his game re-
ally well for a young lad, 
and his skills are brilliant 
with the ball,” he said. 

“He has obviously got 
a little bit of ϐight in him 
as well, to go out in that 
situation and show the 
guts and determination 
he did to get us back into 
the match,” Anderson 
signed off.

L  S  A  (E -
), A  4 (PTI): In-

dia’s Aditi Ashok contin-
ued to battle with links 
golf but at least managed 
to overcome one hurdle 
by making the cut at the 
Ricoh Women’s British 
Open for the ϐirst time in 
three attempts, here.

Aditi, who had missed 
the cut in previous two 
British Open appearanc-
es and the Scottish Open 
last year, made the cut at 
Scottish Open, but ϐin-
ished way down at tied 
59th spot. 

This week with two 
successive rounds of 
even-par 72, she assured 
weekend action. At even-
par for 36 holes, Aditi is 
now tied 41st.

This week at Lytham, 
Aditi, a three-time win-
ner on Ladies European 
Tour, has not found too 
many fairways, but still 
battled to 72-72. She had 
four birdies and four bo-
geys on the ϐirst day and 
two each on the second.

Meanwhile, Thai Por-
nanong Phatlum took 
sole lead with a second 
successive ϐive-under 67 
to get to 10-under. She is 
one ahead of, Minjee Lee, 

Mamiko Higa and Geor-
gia Hall.

Phatlum has not 
dropped a bogey in 36 
holes as she took a one-
stroke lead in search of 
her ϐirst win on Tour. 
Rookie Georgia Hall, the 
JLPGA’s Mamiko Higa 
and four-time winner 
Minjee Lee sit one behind 
at nine-under par. 

Phatlum achieved her 
earlier fame in India at 
the Hero Women’s Indian 
Open which she won a re-
cord three times in 2008, 
2009 and 2012. The ϐirst 
two times it was on La-
dies Asian Tour, while the 
third time it had moved 
to being a co-sanctioned 
event with Ladies Euro-
pean Tour.

Phatlum has never 
ϐinished better than tied 
seventh in any of her pre-
vious 20 Majors and if she 
wins, she could become 
the fourth Thai to win on 
the LPGA this year. 

Sisters, Ariya Jutanu-
garn (2) and Moriya Ju-
tanugarn and Thidappa 
Suwannpura have won 
once each. Curiously, Thi-
dappa has also won the 
Hero Women’s Indian 
Open in 2013.

Aditi makes cut for 
irst time at Women’s 

British Open

Kohli is not invincible, slip catching 
let us down: James Anderson

N  D , A  4 (PTI): The 
post-Independence period 
saw a gradual rise in the num-
ber of Indian women writing 
in English and female writ-
ers have now started to own 
and acknowledge that the 
language is the best medium 
to express them-
selves, argues a 
new book.

The antholo-
gy “Inϐluence of 
English on Indian 
Women Writers: 
Voices from Re-
gional Languag-
es” is edited by 
K Suneetha Rani, 
professor at the 
Centre for Wom-
en’s Studies, University of Hy-
derabad.

The aim of the book is to 
record the different ways in 
which women responded to 
the debates around English 
in different languages and 
genres. It brings into discus-
sion Indian women’s choice of 
writing or not writing in En-
glish in the context of identity 
movements, says Rani.

English as a symbol of 

modernity in India was ϐirst 
accessed by men, giving them 
a new image of masculinity 
while Indian languages were 
‘feminised’ - seen as meant for 
women. Among upper-caste 
women, English was a vehicle 
for social reform and for less-

ening seclusion, 
invisibility and 
economic depen-
dence, the contrib-
utors argue.

For the so-
called lower castes, 
the language was 
aspirational, indi-
cating emancipa-
tion and empower-
ment possibilities, 
and threatening 

upper-caste dominance. En-
glish formed its own language 
of gender and made women’s 
voices stronger in regional lan-
guages, which can be seen in 
the ϐlowering of women’s arti-
cles, ϐiction, biography and let-
ters, they say.

The book, published by 
Sage, records the different 
ways in which women re-
sponded to the coming of En-
glish into their lives.

The beginnings of the En-
glish discourse in India in the 
19th and the early 20th cen-
turies, as many critics have 
observed and argued, seems 
to have been built majorly 
around the category of gender, 
says Rani.

Such discourse also pre-
sented contradictory ap-
proaches to the English argu-
ment, but they were all intri-
cately connected, she says.

“English helped in mould-
ing better family women; En-
glish provided a garb of mo-
dernity to reiterate traditional 
gender stereotypes; English 
contributed to the creation of 
the world of dichotomies but 
English also created a hope 
for the outcastes deprived of 
entry, education and employ-
ment,” the book says.

The onus was on wom-
en to access the beneϐits of 
modernity and also to prove 
themselves. This proving was 
limited to their capability in 
education but extended to 
their loyalties and roles. So, 
women started to debate En-
glish as education and as life-
style, grounded in their con-

text and crisis, it says.
According to Rani, the 

regional languages became 
vibrant platforms for the dis-
course around the English 
question, closely connecting 
it with the questions of tradi-
tion, modernity, colonialism, 
nation and especially gender.

“English became an agency 
for women to express them-
selves and to explore the do-
mains of knowledge that they 
were not allowed to access 
earlier. Such women’s voices 
are heard more extensively 
and powerfully in regional lan-
guages in their ϐiction, person-
al narratives, essays, columns 
and editorials of the journals,” 
the book says.

The articles in the volume 
examine the English debate 
from various angles as debat-
ed by women in their articles, 
speeches, ϐiction, biographies 
and letters. The essays take 
the identities and speciϐici-
ties into consideration instead 
of essentialising the debates 
around English.

C Vijayasree argues in “Lan-
guage, Reform and National-
ism: Indian Women’s Writing 

in the Nineteenth Century” that 
the intersecting sites of English 
education, rhetoric of reform 
and nationalist discourse pro-
vided a larger context within 
which the literary production 
of Indian writers took shape in 
the 19th century.

In “Women and Reform”, 
Alladi Uma introduces the 
woman question in term of re-
form and the nautch question 
focusing on the late 19th and 
early 20th centuries.

Sanjukta Dasgupta pres-
ents “Colonized: The Bengali 
Woman Writer in British India”, 
drawing attention to an inter-
esting anti-colonial notion in 
the 19th century that women’s 
education, their ability to read 
and write and publish their 
writing in regional languages 
and English were considered 
serious subversive acts.

Somdatta Bhattacharya’s 
“Rokeya’s Dream: Feminist 
Interventions and Utopias” 
attempts to locate the Bengali 
Muslim educator and feminist 
writer Rokeya Sakhawat Hos-
sain in the larger context of 
women’s education in colonial 
Bengal and India in the 1900s.

Meera Kosambi argues in 
“Marathi Women Novelists and 
Colonial Modernity: Kashibai 
Kanitkar and Indirabai Sahas-
rabuddhe” how reform in 19th 
century western India was a 
direct result of English edu-
cation and was a male project 
with women presented as pas-
sive recipients of beneϐits of 
the reform movement.

In “Mukta Salve: The Early 
Emergence of a Protest Voice 
in Mid-Nineteenth-Century 
Bombay Presidency, 1855”, 
Omprakash Manikrao Kamble 
continues the discussion on 
the discourse of women and 
English in Marathi by focus-
ing on a very important voice 
from the 19th century.

Uma’s discussion of reform 
as visualised and carried out 
by the women writers is taken 
forward by Paromita Bose in 
“Writing Self: Writing for Oth-
ers” by choosing to discuss per-
sonal histories, identity politics 
and their close connection with 
women’s movements.

Jinju S tries to shift focus 
of the anthology to pre-Inde-
pendence era by discussing 
two novels in “Reconϐiguring 

Boundaries: Education, Mo-
dernity and Conjugality in 
Lalithambika Antharjanam’s 
‘Agnisakshi’ and Zeenuth Fu-
tehally’s ‘Zohra’.” 

In “Securing Pass Marks: 
Education for Women in the 
Early Modern Kannada Novel”, 
Nikhila H focuses on the chang-
ing meanings of women’s edu-
cation in the Kannada context 
during the 20th century.

Sowmya Dechamma’s 
“Women and English Educa-
tion in Coorg/Kodagu: A Dis-
cussion of Alternate Moder-
nities during 1834-1882” dis-
cusses how Coorgs/Kodavas 
as a community volunteered 
to educate their children, es-
pecially daughters.

Yogitha Shetty’s “Nation, 
Ideal Womanhood and En-
glish Education: Revisiting the 
First Tulu Novel ‘Sati Kamale’,” 
focuses on the ϐirst Tulu novel 
“Sati Kamale” by S U Paniyadi.

In “Between Langue and 
Parole: The Forked Road to 
Development”, Jasbir Jain 
touches upon language in the 
context of education, pedago-
gy and culture.

M , A  4 (PTI): Re-
nowned Indian designer 
Rajesh Pratap Singh and in-
ternational sustainable ϐibre 
brand TENCEL are collabo-
rating to present an eco-col-
lection for Lakme Fashion 
Week Winter/Festive 2018.

For the ϐirst time, the 
designer will be creating an 
Indian ethnic style collec-
tion with womenswear and 
menswear, the ϐirst look of 
which was revealed at an 
exclusive preview hosted 
at MASQUE in Mumbai last 
evening.

The designer is using 
a variety of TENCEL yarns 
and fabrics for his collection 
‘Welcome to the Jungle TEN-
CEL 2.0’ and will be incor-
porating iconic Indian crafts 

such as Chanderi, Benarasi, 
Jamdani, hand-block prints 
and more. 

“Super excited and hap-
py to make a meaningful 
contribution. I sincerely be-
lieve that sustainability is 
not niche driven fashion. It 
has to be inclusive and have 
a wider objective,” Singh 
said in a statement.

Austrian company Len-
zing’s TENCEL branded 
lyocell ϐibres are extract-
ed from natural raw wood 
which comes from socially 
and environmentally re-
sponsible forests in Europe. 

The ϐibre earns the 
eco-friendly tag owing to its 
innovative closed loop pro-
duction system. This special 
process received the Euro-

pean Award for the Envi-
ronment from the European 
Union.

“We are happy to part-
ner with Rajesh Pratap 
Singh and Lakme Fashion 
Week who are at the fore-
front of conscious clothing 
movement. Through the 
latest Welcome to the Jun-
gle TENCEL 2.0 collection 
by RPS, we are seeking to 
provide the mainstream au-
dience with discerning taste 
with an alternative,” said 
Vineet Singhal, SVP (Region-
al CEO), Asia, Middle East & 
Africa (AMEA), Lenzing AG.

LFW Winter/Festive 
2018 is scheduled to hap-
pen from August 22 to 26.

Book records ways how women responded 
to coming of English into their lives

Rajesh Pratap Singh to create his irst 
ethnic collection using TENCEL ibres

Bhullar back in contention, 
takes sole lead in Fiji

N  B  (F ), A  4 (PTI): Gaganjeet Bhullar 
turned in yet another steady round of three-under 69 
to overturn a six-shot deϐicit into a one-shot lead on a 
blustery day at the Fiji International here today.

The 30-year-old Bhullar moved to eight-under 208, 
one stroke adrift of Terry Pilkadaris (71), Andrew Dodt 
(72), Jarryd Felton (71) and Jake McLeod (70), who is 
yet to taste a win as a professional.

Overnight leader Ben Campbell had a major melt-
down dropping four shots between fourth and eighth 
followed by a double on 16th and a bogey on 17th. 

His ϐive-over 77 saw him slip to ϐifth, but is only two 
behind the new leader Bhullar and one behind the sec-
ond placed bunch of four.

Ajeetesh Sandhu shot 72 with one birdie, one eagle, 
one bogey and one double bogey.
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I , A  4 (PTI): 
Pakistan’s apex anti-graft 
body has approached In-
terpol seeking issuance 
of Red Corner Notices 
against jailed former pre-
mier Nawaz Sharif’s sons 
Hasan and Hussain, a me-
dia report said today.

Sharif’s sons were de-
clared as absconders by 
an accountability court 
after they failed to appear 
in either of the three cas-
es launched against them 
along with their father fol-
lowing a Supreme Court 
decision on July 28, 2017.

The decision to issue 
Red Corner Notices was 
taken after National Ac-
countability Bureau (NAB) 
Chairman Justice (retd) 
Javed Iqbal had asked the 
interior ministry to initi-
ate the process of bringing 
back Hasan and Hussan, 
who have been living in 
London to take care of their 
ailing mother Kulsoom 
Nawaz, ‘The Express Tri-
bune’ reported.

The Federal Investiga-
tion Agency (FIA) has sub-
mitted an application to 
the Interpol headquarters 
in France with the request 
to issue the red warrants of 
Hasan and Hussain, the re-
port said, quoting sources.

The application sub-
mitted through the FIA 
headquarters states that 
Hasan and Hussain are 
wanted in Pakistan in cor-

ruption cases and court 
has already issued per-
manent arrest warrants 
against them.

Previously, the court 
had issued directions for 
separate trials of Hasan and 
Hussain from their father 
after they failed to appear 
before the court despite 
repeated orders to face the 
charges in line with the Su-
preme Court’s direction in 
the Panama Papers case.

Earlier, while separat-
ing their trial and declar-
ing them as “proclaimed 
offenders”, the court or-
dered non-bailable per-
petual warrants of arrest 
against them.

The court on July 6 
had also sentenced for-
mer prime minister Sharif 
to 10 years in prison, his 
daughter Maryam Nawaz 
to seven years and son-in-
law captain (retired) Saf-
dar to one-year jail term.

The court also im-
posed a ϐine of 8 mil-
lion pounds on Sharif 
and 2 million pounds on 
Maryam. No ϐine was im-
posed on Safdar.

Sharif was disqual-
iϐied as Prime Minister 
in July 2017 by the Su-
preme Court following a 
challenge to his ofϐice by 
Cricketer-turned-politi-
cian Imran Khan on the 
basis of publication of the 
Panama Papers.

Pak polls: 
1.67 mn votes 
rejected, says 
report
I , A  4 (PTI): 
A total of 1.67 million votes 
cast across Pakistan in the 
2018 general election were 
rejected, which was 11.7 per 
cent more than that of the 
1.5 million ballots discarded 
in the 2013 polls, according 
to an independent election 
watchdog report. 

A ballot is rejected from 
the count if it does not clear-
ly show which candidate 
has been marked by the vot-
er or more than one candi-
date have been marked. 

As per the Election 
Commission of Pakistan, 
there were over 100 mil-
lion registered voters but 
only about 51 per cent ex-
ercised their franchises. 

The Free and Fair Elec-
tions Network (FAFEN) re-
port released yesterday was 
based on its monitoring of 
the entire polling process 
in the four provinces of Pa-
kistan as well as the Islam-
abad Capital Territory (ICT).

The report stated that 
the number of ballots re-
jected from the count is 
more than double than 
that in the 2013 elections 
in the ICT region.

There was a 40 per cent 
increase in the number of 
rejected votes in Baloch-
istan, 30.6 per cent in Khy-
ber Pakhtunkhwa (KP), 7 
per cent in Sindh and 6.6 
per cent in Punjab, it said. 

The votes rejected 
from the count surpassed 
the margin of victory in 
49 (18.1 per cent) of the 
270 contested seats of the 
National Assembly. These 
include 26 seats in Punjab, 
11 in Sindh and six each in 
KP and Balochistan.

Similarly, the number 
of ballots excluded from 
the count exceeded the 
margin of victory in 120 
(21 per cent) of the 570 
provincial assembly con-
stituencies where elec-
tions were held. 

These include 58 con-
stituencies in Punjab, 24 in 
KP, 22 in Sindh and 16 in 
Balochistan, the report said.

The victory margin in 
79 national and 169 pro-
vincial assembly seats is 
less than 5 per cent of the 
total votes polled, it said.

According to Pakistan’s 
election law, a candidate 
can demand recounting of 
ballots if the margin of vic-
tory is less than 5 per cent 
of the total votes polled in 
the constituency, or 10,000, 
whichever is lesser.

LALIT K JHA

W , A  4 
(PTI): India has become 
the third Asian country af-
ter Japan and South Korea 
to get the Strategic Trade 
Authorization-1 (STA-1) 
status after the US issued 
a federal notiϐication to 
this effect, paving the way 
for high-technology prod-
uct sales to New Delhi, 
particularly in civil space 
and defense sectors.

India is the 37th 
country to be designated 
the STA-1 status by the 
United States.

The federal notiϐica-
tion, issued yesterday, 
gains signiϐicance as the 
Trump Administration 
made an exception for In-
dia, which is yet to become 
a member of the Nuclear 

Suppliers Group (NSG).
Traditionally, the US 

has placed only those 
countries in the STA-1 list 
who are members of the 
four export control re-
gimes: Missile Technology 
Control Regime (MTCR), 
Wassenaar Arrangement 
(WA), Australia Group 
(AG) and the NSG.

In its federal notiϐica-
tion, the Trump Adminis-
tration notes that India is a 
member of three of the four 
multilateral export regimes. 

Mainly because of the 
political opposition from 
China, India’s membership 
application has been pend-
ing before NSG, which takes 
decision by consensus.

By placing India in the 
STA-1 list, the United States 
has acknowledged that for 
all practical purposes India 

adheres to the export con-
trol regimes of the NSG.

This exception for 
New Delhi is intended to 
send a strong political 
message to China and the 
world, taking into account 
that America’s closest ally 
Israel is yet to be given 
this status, primarily be-
cause it is not a member 
of these multilateral ex-
port control regimes.

“This action beϐits In-
dia’s status as a Major De-
fence Partner and recog-
nises” the country’s mem-
bership in three of the four 
export control regimes -- 
the MTCR, WA and AG, the 
federal notiϐication said.

This rule is another in 
the series of rules that im-
plement reforms to which 
the US and India mutually 
agreed to promote global 

non-proliferation, expand 
high technology cooperation 
and trade, and ultimately fa-
cilitate India’s full member-
ship in the four multilateral 
export control regimes.

According to the noti-
ϐication, the US and India 
continue their commit-
ment to work together 
to strengthen the global 
non-proliferation and ex-
port control framework 
and further transform bi-
lateral export control co-
operation to recognise the 
full potential of the global 
strategic partnership be-
tween the two countries.

This commitment 
has been realised in the 
two countries’ mutually 
agreed upon steps to ex-
pand cooperation in civil 
space, defense, and other 
high-technology sectors 

and the complementary 
steps of the US to realign 
India in US export control 
regulations, and support 
India’s membership in the 
four multilateral export 
control regimes, it said.

To date, with the effec-
tive support of the US, India 
has been admitted to three 
of the four multilateral ex-
port control regimes, the 
MTCR on June 27, 2016, the 
Wassenaar Arrangement 
on December 7, 2017, and 
the Australia Group on Jan-
uary 19, 2018.

These memberships, 
important to the two 
countries’ global strate-
gic partnership, are en-
hanced by the US’ recog-
nition of India as a Major 
Defence Partner in the In-
dia-US Joint Statement of 
June 7, 2016 titled, “The 

United States and India: 
Enduring Global Partners 
in the 21st Century.” 

“This recognition fa-
cilitates and supports In-
dia’s military modernisa-
tion efforts with the US as 
a reliable provider of ad-
vanced defense articles,” 
the notiϐication said.

As a result, the Bureau 
of Industry and Security 
(BIS), formally recognises 
under the Export Adminis-
tration Regulations (EAR) 
India’s membership in the 
WA multilateral export 
control regimes and revis-
es the EAR accordingly, the 
federal notiϐication said.

“In addition, to export 
control-related beneϐits 
for India as a result of 
prior amendments to the 
EAR in furtherance of the 
US-India global strategic 

partnership, BIS places 
India in Country Group 
A:5, which provides the 
beneϐit of greater avail-
ability of License Ex-
ception Strategic Trade 
Authorization (STA) for 
exports and reexports to, 
and transfers within India 
under the EAR,” it said.

Membership in fa-
voured country groups 
generally reduces the 
number of licenses re-
quired and increases the 
number of license excep-
tions available.

Signiϐicantly, the US 
did away with the public 
notiϐication period before 
issuing this notiϐication.

India so far was listed 
in STA-2 category along 
with Albania, Hong Kong, 
Israel, Malta, Singapore, 
South Africa and Taiwan.

SEEMA HAKHU KACHRU

H , A  4 (PTI): 
Indian-origin US astronaut 
Sunita Williams is among 
the nine astronauts named 
by NASA who will ϐly the 
ϐirst missions into space 
on commercially provid-
ed rockets and capsules, 
starting next year.

After years of vehicle 
development and building 
anticipation, the National 
Aeronautics and Space Ad-
ministration (NASA) has 
now put the crew in com-
mercial crew spacecraft.

The space agency an-
nounced yesterday that the 
nine astronauts will launch 
on the ϐirst crewed test 
ϐlights and missions of new 
commercial spacecraft built 
and operated by The Boeing 
Company and SpaceX.

“Future Commercial 
Crew astronauts will be 
riding to space on partner 
vehicles built by SpaceX & 
BoeingSpace,” NASA said 
in a tweet.

“We are on the brink 
of launching American 
astronauts on American 
rockets from American 

soil,” said NASA Admin-
istrator Jim Bridenstine 
during the ‘Launch Amer-
ica’ announcement.

The eight active NASA 
astronauts and one former 
astronaut-turned-corpo-
rate crew member will 
launch on Boeing CST-
100 Starliner and SpaceX 
Dragoncapsules to the In-
ternational Space Station 
beginning in 2019.

The missions will mark 
the ϐirst crewed launches 
from US soil since the end 
of the space shuttle pro-
gramme in 2011.

“Today, our country’s 
dreams of greater achieve-
ments in space are within 
our grasp. This accom-
plished group of American 

astronauts, ϐlying on new 
spacecraft developed by our 
commercial partners Boe-
ing and SpaceX, will launch 
a new era of human space-
ϐlight,” Bridenstine said.

He said the announce-
ment advances “our great 
American vision” and 
strengthens America’s 
leadership in space.

NASA has worked 
closely with the compa-
nies throughout design, 
development and testing 
to ensure the systems 
meet its safety and perfor-
mance requirements.

“The men and women 
we assign to these ϐirst 
ϐlights are at the forefront 
of this exciting new time 
for human spaceϐlight,” 

said Mark Geyer, director 
of NASA’s Johnson Space 
Center in Houston.

“It will be thrilling to 
see our astronauts lift off 
from American soil, and 
we can’t wait to see them 
aboard the International 
Space Station,” Geyer said.

In addition to naming 
the crews of the test ϐlights, 
NASA also announced the 
four astronauts who will 
ϐly aboard the ϐirst opera-
tional Starliner and Drag-
on missions to the space 
station. Both vehicles were 
developed in cooperation 
with NASA to deliver crew 
members to and from the 
orbiting laboratory.

Josh Cassada, 45, will 
ϐly with Sunita (“Suni”) 
Williams, 52, aboard NA-
SA’s ϐirst contracted Star-
liner mission. It will be 
Cassada’s ϐirst spaceϐlight. 
Williams previously logged 
321 days in orbit on two 
stays aboard the space sta-
tion, most recently return-
ing to the Earth in 2012.

The commercial crew 
members took to the 
stage during an event 
led by Bridenstine at the 

agency’s Johnson Space 
Center in Houston.

NASA astronauts 
Robert Behnken, 48, and 
Douglas Hurley, 51, will 
ϐly together as SpaceX’s 
ϐirst Dragon crew.

Veterans of two space-
ϐlights each, Behnken and 
Hurley will lift off atop a 
SpaceX Falcon 9 rocket 
from the Kennedy Space 
Center’s Pad 39A the same 
Florida launch pad where 
the space shuttle left Earth 
for the last time in July 
2011 with Hurley as pilot.

NASA astronauts Eric 
Boe, 53, and Nicole Mann, 
41, will join the command-
er of that same ϐinal space 
shuttle mission, former 
astronaut and now Boe-
ing executive Christopher 
Ferguson, 56, as the crew 
of the Starliner test ϐlight, 
launching atop a United 
Launch Alliance Atlas V 
rocket from Complex 41 
at the Cape Canaveral Air 
Force Station in Florida.

Ferguson, who has 
been involved from the 
start in the Starliner’s 
development, ϐlew three 
shuttle missions as a 

NASA astronaut. Boe pi-
loted two shuttle ϐlights. 
This will be Mann’s ϐirst 
launch, having joined the 
astronaut corps in 2013.

Behnken, Hurley, Boe 
and Mann are NASA’s ϐirst 
astronauts to be named to 
the test ϐlights of new US 
spacecraft since the March 
1978 announcement of 
the space shuttle’s ϐirst 
orbital ϐlight test crews. 
Ferguson will become the 
ϐirst former NASA astro-
naut to return to orbit as a 
company’s crew member 
when he ϐlies.

Prior to their maiden 
crewed missions, both 
Boeing and SpaceX plan 
uncrewed test ϐlights in 
late 2018 or early 2019.

Both companies will 
also conduct abort system 
test ϐlights to ensure the 
astronauts can safely es-
cape should their rockets 
go awry.

Victor Glover, 42, and 
Michael Hopkins, 49, will 
ϐly on the ϐirst operation-
al mission of SpaceX’s 
crewed Dragon. It will 
be Glover’s ϐirst time in 
space. Hopkins logged 

166 days aboard the 
space station in 2014.

The two pairs of NASA 
crewmates will ϐly to the 
station with Russian cos-
monauts and interna-
tional astronauts to be 
announced at a later date. 
Between the end of the 
space shuttle program and 
the start of commercial 
crew operations, NASA’s 
crew members have and 
are continuing to launch to 
the space station on Rus-
sian Soyuz spacecraft.

Behnken, Boe, Hurley 
and Williams were named 
in 2015 as NASA’s “com-
mercial crew cadre” and 
have been working with 
Boeing and SpaceX on the 
development of the space-
craft and the simulators 
that will be used to train 
astronauts to ϐly.

Boeing’s and SpaceX’s 
commercial spacecraft may 
also open the space station 
and more broadly, Earth or-
bit to more privately-fund-
ed visitors and spaceϐlight 
participants from countries 
that do not have their own 
domestic crewed spacecraft 
and rockets.

Sunita Williams among 9 astronauts named 
by NASA for irst commercial lights

India third Asian nation to get STA-1 status from US

Pak anti-graft body approaches 
Interpol, seeks Red Corner 

Notices against Sharif ’s sons
H , A  4 (AFP): 
Zimbabwean President 
Emmerson Mnangagwa 
has called for unity in the 
wake of allegations his 
election victory was tainted 
by fraud, hailing the vote as 
a fresh start for the country 
after the repressive rule of 
Robert Mugabe.

As defeated opposi-
tion leader Nelson Cha-
misa decried the ofϐicial 
results as a sham, Mnan-
gagwa, a former Mugabe 
ally, defended the vote.

“With the eyes of the 
world on us we delivered 
a free, fair and credible 
election,” Mnangagwa told 
reporters yesterday.

He added that while 
“no democratic process 
is ϐlawless”, Zimbabwe’s 
ϐirst post-Mugabe elec-
tion was a far cry from the 
fraud-tainted polls seen 
during Mugabe’s 37 years 
in power.

His plea for unity 
came after allegations of 
foul play sparked a deadly 
crackdown on protesters 
in Harare on Wednesday 
when troops opened ϐire, 
killing six.

Mnangagwa, who is 
seeking to end Zimba-
bwe’s international iso-
lation and attract badly 
needed foreign invest-
ment, said he would set 
up an independent com-
mission to investigate the 
bloodshed.

The United States yes-
terday said the election 
was marred by violence in 

the aftermath of the vote 
and called on the winner 
to show “magnanimity” 
and the opposition to show 
“graciousness in defeat”.

Final results showed 
Mnangagwa won 50.8 
per cent of Monday’s vote 
against Chamisa’s 44.3 per-
cent -- a knife-edge 0.8 per 
cent above the threshold 
needed to avoid a run-off.

But Chamisa has in-
sisted he was the winner 
of an election he con-
demned as “fraudulent, 
illegal, illegitimate”.

“We are not accepting 
fake results,” he said, vow-
ing to challenge the re-
sults through the courts.

Mnangagwa stretched 
out a hand to Chamisa, 
telling him: “You have a 
crucial role to play in Zim-
babwe’s present and in its 
unfolding future.”

Mnangagwa was al-
legedly involved in state 
violence during the 2008 
elections when then op-
position leader Morgan 

Tsvangirai pulled out of 
the run-off after at least 
200 of his supporters 
were killed in attacks.

Apart from Mugabe, 
who ruled with an iron 
ϐist since independence 
from Britain in 1980 un-
til last year, he is the only 
president that Zimbabwe 
has known.

Chosen to lead the ZA-
NU-PF party in November 
after the brief military in-
tervention that deposed 
Mugabe, Mnangagwa had 
promised a free and fair 
vote to turn the page on 
years of brutal repression.

Mugabe left Zimba-
bwe’s economy in disas-
trous shape, presiding over 
the seizure of white-owned 
farms and hyperinϐlation, 
and Mnangagwa has made 
investment a priority.

“Zimbabwe is now 
open for business,” he 
told reporters. “We want 
to leapfrog and catch up 
with other developing 
countries.”

Charles Laurie of an-
alysts Verisk Maplecroft 
said that after taking over 
from Mugabe, “Mnangag-
wa’s task was not just to 
win the election, but to 
convince the internation-
al community of a new 
Zimbabwe by winning it 
cleanly and fairly.

“The killing of six pro-
testors and questions over 
his government’s conduct 
at the polls, means Mnan-
gagwa drags virtually all 
of Mugabe’s baggage into 
his presidency,” he added.

President Cyril Rama-
phosa of neighbouring 
South Africa was the ϐirst 
key partner to congratu-
late Mnangagwa, calling 
on all Zimbabweans to ac-
cept the result.

Chamisa has alleged 
ϐlagrant vote-rigging un-
der the Zimbabwe Elec-
tion Commission, a body 
which under Mugabe was 
frequently accused of 
helping to ϐix elections in 
favour of ZANU-PF.

“Mr Mugabe was at 
least sophisticated,” Cha-
misa complained.

ZEC ofϐicials have ro-
bustly denied allegations 
of bias or rigging, and in-
ternational observers have 
largely praised the con-
duct of election day itself.

But EU monitors said 
that Mnangagwa, who en-
joyed tacit military sup-
port and control of state 
resources, beneϐited from 
an “un-level playing ϐield”.

The Zimbabwe Elec-

tion Support Network, a 
non-partisan observer 
group, estimated Chamisa 
could have won up to 47.8 
percent of the vote based 
on its monitoring work.

Chamisa urged oppo-
sition supporters to re-
frain from violence as he 
pursues the legal route 
-- though such a challenge 
appears to offer opposition 
party MDC little hope of 
overturning the outcome.

Soldiers and police 
came out in Harare in force 
on Thursday after the 
deadly unrest, clearing the 
city centre, but by Friday 
the streets and markets 
were crowded as usual.

In the suburb of 
Mbare, jubilant ZANU-PF 
supporters waved party 
banners as music blared 
from a car.

“This is a new Zim-
babwe, we are happy,” 
said Tendai Mugadzi, a 
32-year-old IT specialist.

He was untroubled that 
Mnangagwa had won by a 
wafer-thin margin. “It just 
shows that this was a free 
and fair election,” he said.

ZANU-PF also won a 
large majority in parlia-
mentary elections held 
alongside the presiden-
tial vote.

Nearly 21 people ar-
rested today during a raid 
on MDC headquarters are 
due to appear in court 
in Harare charged with 
“public violence” during 
post-election protests.

Zimbabwe prez calls for unity as oppn cries foul

UN chief’s 
spokesperson 
declines to 
comment on 
UN report on 
Kashmir
United Nations, Aug 4 
(PTI): A spokesperson for 
UN chief Antonio Guterres 
has declined to comment 
on the UN Human Rights 
High Commissioner’s re-
port on Kashmir, saying it is 
for the human rights chief 
to speak for himself and up 
to the Member States of the 
Human Rights Council to 
evaluate its content.

India had rejected High 
Commissioner for Human 
Rights Zeid Ra’ad Al Hus-
sein’s report in June in 
which he had called for a 
commission of inquiry by 
the Human Rights Council 
to conduct an indepen-
dent, international inves-
tigation into the human 
rights situation in Kashmir.

When asked to com-
ment by a Pakistani jour-
nalist on a recent New York 
Times report on Kashmir 
that appeared to afϐirm 
the UN Human Rights High 
Commissioner’s report 
on Kashmir, UN Deputy 
Spokesperson Farhan Haq 
said, “Well, I’ll let the High 
Commissioner speak for 
himself. I know he spoke to 
the press here yesterday. 
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ARIES: Things are sporadic today, 
Aries. You may fi nd a thousand 
things on your plate, and all of them 
look delicious. There’s a great deal 
of wind to fuel your fi re, so let it 
burn red hot. You might get caught 
up in a frenzy of activity. Have a 
good time but realize that it might 
not last forever. The royal carriage 
is likely to turn back into a pumpkin 
at some point.
TAURUS: Don’t get pulled off  
track by empty promises today, 
Taurus. Someone may try to sell you 
oceanfront property in the middle of 
Iowa. Beware of things that sound 
too good to be true. People may be 
talking quite a bit, but in reality they 
probably have nothing to say. Don’t 
waste your time trying to make sense 
of useless drivel. You’ve got more 
important things to do.

GEMINI: Catch the wave of activity 
that’s spinning in your direction 
today, Gemini. You’ll fi nd prosperity 
and good fortune within your reach. 
Expand your horizons and connect 
with others intellectually. Hurdles 
will shrink to nothing as long as you 
maintain a positive attitude. It will be 
tremendously easy for you to make 
great strides in any project you’re 
working on.
CANCER: You may fi nd it hard 
to trust others today, Cancer. Trust 
your instincts - they’re probably 
right. Don’t take anything at face 
value. There’s a fanciful frenzy 
that’s threatening to lure you into 
its madness. Approach things 
cautiously. You may discover that 
people are full of hot air. If it doesn’t 
have real meaning for you, don’t 
waste your time.

LEO: There may be a bit of 
opposition coming at you, Leo. 
There’s a light, airy feeling that’s 
prevalent everywhere. This is 
defi nitely the kind of energy you can 
connect with today. There’s a great 
deal of strength in numbers. Don’t 
let anyone try to stand in your way. 
It could very well be that they are 
operating on incorrect information.
VIRGO: What seems like the perfect 
plan today may not necessarily seem 
like the perfect plan tomorrow, 
Virgo. Don’t put all your eggs in one 
basket. There’s an expansive feeling 
in the air that’s working to catch you 
up in its net and pull you into its plan. 
Beware of get-rich-quick schemes. 
The wool could get pulled over your 
eyes on a day like this.
LIBRA: There’s a fl urry of activity 
around you today that you should 

latch onto, Libra. You’ll be on a 
magic carpet ride that takes you 
into the clouds. The most diffi  cult 
thing to remember is to not get so 
carried away that you lose sight 
of the ground. Keep in mind that 
things aren’t always exactly the way 
they seem. What appears to work 
perfectly today may not work at all 
tomorrow.
SCORPIO: You’ll fi nd yourself 
working well with any group 
today, Scorpio. There will be a 
great connection between you and 
the people around you. Make sure 
you ground your relationships in 
something meaningful or else you 
could fi nd that you’ve built a whole 
reality out of something that doesn’t 
exist. Be true to yourself and try not 
to get fooled by anything that seems 
too good to be true.

SAGITTARIUS: There’s an 
incredibly expansive feeling in the air 
that you should latch onto, Sagittarius. 
Things are moving rapidly. You’ll 
fi nd long-term trends come together 
quite well. The thing to be aware of 
today is making sure you’re operating 
based on facts you know to be true. 
Check your sources. Be cautious, but 
if you see an opportunity that looks 
good, run with it.
CAPRICORN: Sticking close to 
home may leave you feeling like 
you’re missing the boat on certain 
things, but you’re probably better 
off , Capricorn. People may make 
outlandish promises that sound good 
today but will basically fl op tomorrow. 
Stay safe and don’t invest a great deal 
of time or money in risky ventures. 
Keep moving at a steady pace. You’ll 
fi nd success your own way.

AQUARIUS: You’re riding a wave 
of prosperity and things are looking 
up for you, Aquarius. The situation 
today may appear too good to be 
true. The bad news is that’s probably 
the case. It may be that the truth is 
being masked, and that there’s a 
great deal of speculation and hype 
causing a frenzy of activity. Feel free 
to join the frivolity, but realize that 
the bubble may burst tomorrow.
PISCES: The wind is blowing 
quite strongly today, and you’ll 
fi nd that things are fl ying around in 
a frenzy, Pisces. This whirlwind of 
activity is threatening to pick you 
up, spin you around, and take you 
away. Be cautious of anything that 
suggests this. People may take on 
unrealistic attitudes that lure you into 
grand schemes. Beware of fanciful 
promises.

FAMILIA! Set to storm Brighton for its annual Pride 
Festival on 04 Aug, Britney Spears, 36, took time 
off from her hectic schedule to take in the historic 
sights of London with her adorable son.

Her ABC spy drama Quan-
tico was guillotined 

after three seasons. And 
Priyanka Chopra bid a fond 
farewell to her character on 
her Instagram this Friday, 
the evening the series ϐinale 
aired on television.

The 36-year-old Bolly-
wood star, whose role on the 
show earned her a People’s 
Choice Award, wrote: “As 
the season ends, I am saying 
goodbye to Alex Parrish. As 
you’ll see, her story will come 
full circle...and that is the best 
feeling as an actor.”

Priyanka, who has been 
endlessly trumpeted as the 
ϐirst South Asian to occupy 
the top role in a major net-
work drama’s cast, contin-
ued: “Bringing Alex to life has 
challenged me physically and 
emotionally, but even more 
signiϐicant it has [I hope] 
cracked the door open for 
female talent and women of 
color to play leading ladies.”

The Bihar-born daughter 
of military doctors gushed: 
“Thank you for opening your 
homes and hearts to me ev-
ery week! Thank you to the 
cast and crew of #Quantico 
for being such an amazing 
team to work with, for all the 
memories that I will cher-
ish...memories of laughter, of 
learning new things, of mak-
ing friends for life.”

She graciously closed out 
her caption: “It was a pleasure 
working with each and every 
one of you, and I look forward 
to crossing paths again!”

Priyanka achieved im-

mense stardom in India, and 
in 2016 was garlanded with 
a Padma Shri, the fourth 
highest of the civilian honors 
granted by her government.

She has not, however, 
appeared in an Indian ϐilm 
since 2016’s Jai Gangaajal, 
which wrapped in the au-
tumn of 2015, the Indian Ex-
press reported.

Quantico lasted from Sep-
tember 2015 until this year, 
during which period Priyanka 
also featured in a ϐlop Baywatch 
ϐilm starring Dwayne Johnson 
and Zac Efron. She did score an 
invite to her pal Meghan Mar-
kle’s wedding to Prince Harry 
in Windsor this May, the month 
news broke that Quantico had 
been scuttled.

Priyanka was slated to 
make her grand return to 
Hindi cinema opposite the co-
lossally famous Salman Khan 
and the critical darling Tabu 
in Ali Abbas Zafar’s Bharat.

Then, amid a swirl of ru-
mors that she got engaged to 
Nick Jonas, Ali tweeted: “Yes 
Priyanka Chopra is no more 
part of @Bharat_TheFilm & 
and the reason is very very 
special , she told us in the 
Nick of time about her deci-
sion and we are very happy 
for her ... Team Bharat wish-
es @priyankachopra loads of 
love & happiness for life”.

As engagement chatter 
continued, Priyanka’s Fashion 
co-star Kangana Ranaut told 
Asian News International: “I 
spoke to Priyanka the other 
day, and I congratulated her, 
and she responded in a very, 
you know, sort of a - she seems 
excited and very happy.”

Kangana dished further 
that “I get very happy and 
excited with weddings and 
engagements”, calling Priyan-
ka “a very close friend, very 
dear friend”.

Before the engagement 

rumors began circulating, Pri-
yanka had been publicly run-
ning around with 25-year-old 
Nick since this May. The pair 
went so far as to travel in June 
to Bombay - Priyanka’s part-
time home and the nexus of 
Bollywood - where Nick met 
her mother Madhu.

Priyanka and Nick also 
swung by a swank pre-en-
gagement party for Akash 
Ambani, son of business ty-
coon Mukesh Ambani, the 
wealthiest person in India.

The Ambani family’s 
27-storey Bombay home 
Antilia reportedly cost over 
$1 billion to construct and 
is among the world’s most 
expensive residences. At the 
party thrown for Akash and 
his bride-to-be Shloka Mehta, 
the daughter of diamantaire 
Russell Mehta, Priyanka and 
Nick mingled with the city’s 
beau monde.

Priyanka bids adieu to Quantico 
the night the series fi nale airs

Salman Khan landed in 
trouble when a Jodh-

pur Court convicted him in 
a 1998 Kankani blackbuck 
poaching case. He was sen-
tenced to 5-years imprison-
ment but is out on bail. The 
court was to hear the actor’s 
plea against the judgement 
on 03 Aug and 04 Aug.

Now, adding a twist to 
the tale the court has asked 
the actor to seek their per-
mission, every time, he needs 
to travel overseas. Salman 
moved an application in the 
sessions court on Friday 
seeking exemption from the 
order that mandates him to 
take permission for going 
abroad. But the court ruled 
against the application.

Public prosecutor P.R. 
Bishnoi objected to the appli-
cation, saying that since ar-

guments would close soon, a 
permanent exemption would 
not be appropriate. Khan’s 
counsel Mahesh Bora told 
the court that the applicant’s 
profession demands him to 
travel abroad frequently.

Bora cited an earlier ex-
emption by the High Court. 
He also recalled the grounds 
on the basis of which Khan 
was earlier acquitted by 
the High Court in two other 
poaching cases and by the 
trial court in a case against 
him under the Arms Act.

Salman Khan was granted 
bail in the poaching case on 
07 Apr, after spending two 
nights in the Jodhpur Central 
Jail. He was sentenced to ϐive 
years in jail on 05 Apr by the 
CJM court in the case.

Jodhpur court asks Salman Khan 
to seek permission before 

travelling overseas He’s won multiple Emmys 
for his stand up specials. 

And now it appears like Chris 
Rock will have a chance to 
take home a trophy for a 
scripted drama, as E! is re-
porting that he will star in 
the fourth season of Fargo.

The 53-year-old SNL alum 
seemed to be looking forward 
to the experience, saying in a 
statement “I’m a fan of Fargo 
and I can’t wait to work with 
[creator] Noah [Hawley]”.

According to a release 
from FX, the latest season will 
take place back in the 1950s.

“In 1950, at the end of 

two great American migra-
tions — that of Southern Eu-
ropeans from countries like 
Italy, who came to the US at 
the turn of the last century 
and settled in northern cities 
like New York, Chicago—and 
African Americans who left 
the south in great numbers to 
escape Jim Crow and moved 
to those same cities — you 
saw a collision of outsiders, 
all ϐighting for a piece of the 
American dream,” read the 
networks statement, before 
it got more detailed in what 
audiences can expect.

“In Kansas City, Missouri, 

two criminal syndicates have 
struck an uneasy peace. One 
Italian, one African Ameri-
can. Together they control an 
alternate economy — that of 
exploitation, graft and drugs. 
This too is the history of Amer-
ica. To cement their peace, the 
heads of both families have 
traded their eldest sons.”

According to E!, Rock will 
apparently play a boss of the 
African American crime family 
who has exchanged sons with 
his Italian counterpart. Each 
must raise the other’s progeny 
in order to keep the peace.

However, that peace is 

threatened when the Italian 
boss heading up Kansas city 
dies, throwing the criminal 
underworld into chaos. Of 
course, Rock will be in the 
running for an Emmy nod, as 
Fargo has already become an 
awards darling.

Season one, which starred 
Billy Bob Thornton garnered 
three Emmys and two Gold-
en Globes, and subsequent 
seasons have also scored 
awards.

The new season will be-
gin ϐilming sometime in 2019 
but does not have a release 
date as of yet.

Adam Levine ϐired up his 
social media to criti-

cize the MTV Video Music 
Awards nominations - then 
found himself having to de-
lete and apologize for his 
post. His original upload had 
ferociously denounced the 
awards show for not nom-
inating Childish Gambino’s 
“This Is America” video.

However, the 39-year-old 
had to scrap that post when 
he discovered, as he wrote lat-
er: “This Is America actually 

WAS nominated for 07 VMAs.”
Adam’s original post 

read: “This year, Childish 
Gambino released one of the 
most impactful, thought pro-
voking and intelligent videos 

ever made.”
The post went on: “I’m 

sure he doesn’t care that he 
wasn’t nominated for a VMA 
because he’s cool as f*** and 
everything. But I care. Be-
cause I’m NOT that cool.”

Fully exposing his blister-
ing anger, the Maroon 5 singer 
closed: “And I still want MTV 
to mean something again. But 
it won’t. Ever. K bye.”

In his subsequently apol-
ogy post, he began: “S***. I 
don’t usually put my foot in 

my mouth. But this time I 
did,” then explained what his 
ϐlub had been.

“How I didn’t get the right 
info is beyond me. I stand 
corrected. I’m sorry MTV. Still 
hate you though. but Mostly... 
I’m Sorry.”

Childish Gambino, a.k.a. 
Donald Glover, gave his debut 
rendition of This Is America 
on Saturday Night Live this 
May, dropping the video on 
YouTube at the same time.

The video, a satire of rac-

ism and gun violence in the 
United States, earned a string 
of VMA nods including Video of 
The Year, Billboard reported. It 
has also received nominations 
for its direction, editing, chore-
ography, cinematography and 
art direction, and for being a 
Video With A Message.

Adam has been married 
to the Afrikaans Namibian 
model Behati Prinsloo since 
2014, and they share two 
daughters - Dusty, one, and 
Gio, ϐive months.

Chris Rock to star in fourth season of FX’s Fargo!

Adam Levine apologizes for mistakenly 
criticizing MTV VMAs nominations


