
Vol 03 | Issue 183 | Gangtok | Thursday | 12 July 2018 Pages 8 | ` 5RNI No. SIKENG/2016/69420

www.summittimes.com  |  news@summittimes.com  |  advertise@summittimes.com  |  letters@summittimes.com  |   Summit TIMES Daily

turn to pg03

WILL APPROACH 
NATIONAL COMMISSION 
FOR STS ON
LAND TRANSFER 
BILL SAY SHERPA 
ORGANISATIONS Pg3

KARATEKA BABYANA 
GURUNG TO REPRESENT 

INDIA IN THAILAND 
KARATE C’SHIP

 pg03

UNKNOWN MISCREANTS 
VANDALIZE CHORTEN 

AT B2 IN NORTH
Pg2  PG02

ARPAN PRADHAN
G , 11 J :

Chief Minister Pawan 
Chamling was to-

day felicitated by En-
gland-based organisa-
tion from the United 
Kingdom, “World Book of 
Records”, for having be-
come the longest-serving 
Chief Minister of a State 
in India.

A team representing 
World Book of Records, 
UK arrived here in 
Gangtok to felicitate Mr 
Chamling at his residence 
in Mintokgang today.

Certi icate of Records 
and felicitation were 
presented to the CM by 
Chairman, World Book of 
Records, UK, Dr Diwakar 
Sukul.

With this, Mr 
Chamling’s name has 
been recorded in the 
World Book of Records, 
London under the 
category of the Longest 
Serving Chief Minister of 
any State in India.

Mr Chamling 
extended gratitude to the 
team of World Book of 
Records for the honour.

Speaking to 
SummitTimes, Chairman, 
WBR, London, Dr Sukul 
informed that WBR 
felicitates people who 
have proved themselves 
and achieved greatness 
in various ields and Mr 
Chamling had met the 
criteria set by the WBR.

He also informed that 

Mr Chamling is the irst 
person in the country 
to receive the WBR 
felicitation.

“The WBR felicitates 
people who are different 
and have made a 
difference in the society 
with their vision. The CM 
of Sikkim is very popular 
among people and is 
accessible whenever 
needed which is much 
important being a leader 
and we really appreciate 
this,” said Dr Sukul.

Appreciating the 
developmental works 
being done in the State, 
Dr Sukul said that he 
is surprised with the 
popularity and the 
accessibility of the CM 
among its people.

“Other States in India 

World Book of Records, 
London, felicitates CM

could learn so many 
things from Sikkim and 
especially from the CM,” 
he added.

The certi icate of 
record has been signed 
by Member of British 
Parliament, Virendra 
Sharma, and Dr Sukul and 
extend congratulatory 
wishes to Mr Chamling.

SUMMIT REPORT
G , 11 J :

Three Bills were introduced 
on the irst day of the Sev-

enth session [Part III] of the 
Ninth Assembly of Sikkim Legis-
lative Assembly today.

Minister for Law, Legal, 
Legislative & Parliamentary 
Affairs Department has 
introduced the Sikkim 
Lokayukta (Amendment) Bill, 
Bill No 17 of 2018, to amend the 
Sikkim Lokayukta Act, 2014.

Chief Minister Pawan 
Chamling, who is also the 
Minister-in-charge of Land 
Revenue & Disaster Management 
Department, has introduced the 
Sikkim Regulation of Transfer of 
Land (Second Amendment) Bill, 
Bill No 18 of 2018. The statement 
of objects and reasons of the bill 
mentioned that the bill has been 
framed to amend the Sikkim 
Regulation of Transfer of Land 
Act 2005 in order to ensure 
protection against alienation of 
the land holding of the Sherpa 
community. It further states 
that this has been done with a 
view to ensure protection of the 
interest and land holding of the 
said section of the population.

Likewise, Minister for 

Human Resource Development 
Department, RB Subba, also 
introduced the Vinayaka Missions 
Sikkim University (Amendment) 
Bill, Bill No. 19 of 2018, to amend 
the Vinayaka Missions Sikkim 
University Act, 2008.

The statement of objects and 
reasons of the bill states, “In the 
overall interest of the Vinayaka 
Missions Sikkim University and 
in the interest of the students, 
teaching and non-teaching staff 
of the Vinayaka Missions Sikkim 
University, it is proposed to 
transfer/handover the ownership 

together with entire management 
and governance of Vinayaka 
Missions Sikkim University from 
Thirumuruga Kirupananda 
Variyar Thavathiru Sundara 
Swamigal Medical Educational 
and Charitable Trust to the Jeen 
Universal Foundation, New Delhi. 
With this object in view, the bill 
has been framed.”

The discussion and voting 
on these bills will be held on 
the second day of the Assembly 
session i.e Thursday.

On the irst day of the assembly 
session, the CM, who also the 

Minister-in-Charge of Finance, 
Revenue and Expenditure 
Department, presented the 
Demands for Excess Grants and 
Appropriation for the Financial 
Year 2011-12. The CM, who is also 
the Minister-in-Charge of Finance, 
Revenue and Expenditure 
Department, also presented the 
First Supplementary Demands 
for Grants for the inancial year 
2018-19.

The discussion and voting on 
these Demands will be taken on 
the second day of the Assembly 
Session on Thursday.

Three Bills introduced on irst
day of Assembly Session

SUMMIT REPORT
G , 11 J :

During the question hour of the Assem-
bly Session today, member of the house, 

Kunga Nima Lepcha, raised a question on the 
rationale for accepting the recommendation 
of the 5th Pay Committee for the National 
Fixation of Pay from 01.01.2016 but the ar-
rears to be paid from January 01, 2017.

In response, Chief Minister Pawan 
Chamling, who is also the Minister-in-
Charge for Department of Personnel and 
Administrative Reforms and Training, stated 
that a duly constituted Pay Committee 
consisting of very well experienced 
and senior most of icers has made the 
recommendation to that effect after 
examining all the factors covered by its Terms 
of Reference as well as recommendations of 
many other similarly placed states.

He added that the Committee has 
made such a recommendation taking into 
consideration the requirement of economic 
development of the entire State population 
on the one hand and ensuring that the 
employees would not lose out on their pay 
in the long run, especially at the time of the 
retirement.

On another question of Mr Lepcha on how 
the government proposes to compensate 
ifty thousand odd government employees 

the loss of one year pay revision arrears, the 
CM responded that the question of loss due 
to unilateral decision does not arise as it is 
the prerogative of any government to accept 
the recommendation of the independent 
Commissions/Committees in the overall 
interest of the state.

He added that it must be understood 
that, unlike in cases of many other states, 
employees pay is not going to be affected in 
the long run as they will get the bene its of 
raised pay from 01.01.2016 although arrears 
would only be payable from 01.01.2017.

Responding to another query of Mr 
Lepcha on the grounds for substantial 
percentage reduction of HRA from 15% to 
12%, SBA from 10%to 8% when price index 
has skyrocketed over a time, the CM stated 
that reduction in the rates of allowance 
was only ‘small’ and not substantial. He 
explained that with the neutralization of 
DA as on 01.01.2016, the basic pay of the 
employees was going to be more than double 
and payment of allowances at the same rate 
would be disproportionate.

“This is, therefore, not ‘reduction’ but 
rationalization of the rates of allowances 
which is, by and large, based on the formula 
recommendation by the 7th Central Pay 
Commission and adopted by the Central 
Government. Even at the rationalized rates, 

the allowance is going to increase, in an 
average, by 2.056 times,” he added.

On the question on the logic of paying 
arrears on installment basis, the CM 
responded that the government has accepted 
that the recommendation for payment 
of arrears of pay in three installments is 
in the best interest of the State’s overall 
developmental needs and to ensure ef icient 
iscal arrangement.

He added that even other inancially well 
off States pay their arrears in installments 
as per availability of resources in their 
hands or else it would negatively affect their 
economy and would put undue constraints 
on their inances to meet the aspirations and 
requirement of the entire State’s population 
for development and other welfare 
measures.

On the query of Kunga Nima Lepcha on 
the recent statement of the CM about the 
3033% increase in per capita income of the 
State in past two decades and which sectors 
have been the contributors towards Gross 
State Domestic Product rate, the CM, who 
is also the Minister-in-Charge of Finance, 
Revenue and Expenditure Department, 
stated that in Sikkim, the manufacturing 
and power sectors are the two major 
contributors to the growth of Gross State 

Chief Minister defends 5th Pay Committee 
recommendations in Question Hour

Governor 
calls on PM 
Narendra 
Modi
SUMMIT REPORT
G , 11 J :

Governor Shriniwas Patil 
called on Prime Minister 

Narendra Modi today at his res-
idence in New Delhi. A press 
communiqué received from Raj 
Bhavan informs that it was a 
courtesy call by the Governor.
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Gangtok, 11 Jul [IPR]: As envisioned 
by Chief Minister Pawan Chamling to 
make Sikkim a Tuberculosis free State 
by 2022, the Health Department has  
noti ied guidelines with regard to grant 
of inancial assistance to TB patients 
which will be effective from 01 Apr, 
2018. The department has also noti ied 
guidelines for Proud Mother Scheme to 
increase Total Fertility Rate in the State.

TB patients holding Sikkim Subject 
Certi icate/Certi icate of Identi ication 
will be provided Rs 3000 per month. 
It is mandatory for all bene iciaries 
to get registered under State RNTCP 
programme to be entitled for the 
bene its.

Patients who are either Group ‘C’ 
or ‘D’ government employees including 
their dependents will also get the 
inancial assistance as part of medical 

reimbursement. A separate noti ication 
will be issued by Finance, Revenue & 
Expenditure Department regarding the 
same.

The payment will be made through 

DBT directly to the account of patients. 
Bene iciaries have been requested to 
contact concerned Medical Of icers 
and Chief Medical Of icers for further 
details. District TB Of icers have been 
designated as nodal of icer for this 
scheme.

Under the Proud Mother Scheme, 
a woman of Sikkimese origin will be 
provided Rs 7000 on the birth of the 
irst living child and Rs 10,000 on the 

birth of the second living child.
In addition, Rs 500 will be provided 

to the child on monthly basis till the 
baby attains the age of six years. 
Pregnant women should have attained 
the age of 18 years and should have 
delivered the child in a centre having 
health facilities.

The new born must have been 
registered with Civil Birth Registration 
of the State within 21 days of 
delivery and must complete primary 
immunization. District RCH Of icers 
have been designated as the nodal 
of icers for the Proud Mother Scheme.

WANGCHUK BHUTIA
M , 11 J :

The chorten [Buddhist 
stupa] at B2 in Ka-

bi-Lungchok constituen-
cy, North Sikkim has been 
vandalized by unknown 
miscreants on 10 Jul. Po-
lice suspect that the chor-

ten has been vandalized 
in search of Dzi [a valu-
able gemstone] and sa-
cred relics. In past years, 
many stupas in North Sik-
kim especially in Dzongu 
have been vandalized by 
miscreants.

The Panchayats of the 

area informed that they 
are collecting identity 
cards of temporary 
residents including 
workers, labourers and 
hawkers within their 
GPUs as a safety measure 
to prevent such incidents 
from happening again.

Unknown miscreants 
vandalize chorten 

at B2 in North

G , 11 J  [IPR]: The 
inaugural ceremony of three-
daylong celebration of the 
204th Bhanu Jayanti 2018 was 
held at the Community Hall in 
Gyalshing, West Sikkim today.

The programme was 
inaugurated with lighting of 
lamp and prayers by Chairman, 
Gyalshing Municipal Council, 
IK Neopaney, District Collector, 
West, Dr AB Karki, and 
Superintendent of Police, West, 
Karma Loden Lepcha, in the 
presence of Padma Shree Kadar 
Gurung.

In his inaugural address, 
Mr Neopaney, stressed on 
bene itting from life ef icient 
teachings of Ramayan and how 
the teachings of good deeds can 
help an individual in the context 
of today’s world scenario. 
He appreciated the untiring 
efforts of Chief Minister Pawan 
Chamling in favour of growth 
in the poetic ield of Nepali 
community and its poets.

With a strong desire to 
conserve cultural ethics, he also 
encouraged all to take ef icient 
steps towards conservation of 
culture in a positive manner.

Furthermore, he expressed 
his heartfelt gratitude towards 
all personnel who put in 
valuable efforts towards making 
the celebration a success. Lastly, 
he urged all to take positive 
in luence and suggested 
practicing valuable ethics.

The programme featured 
an array of events including 
various cultural presentations 
and competitions in ields 
of Ramayan recitation, 
storytelling, poems, etc., which 
were performed by students of 
different schools from in and 

around Gyalshing.
Also present for the event 

were General Secretary, Sikkim 
Academy, TN Tewari, Joint 
Director, Human Resource 
Development Department, CK 
Katual, and all members of 
organizing committee.

Celebration of the 204th Bhanu Jayanti
commences in Gyalshing

SUMMIT REPORT
G , 11 J :

The inal meeting for the 
204th Bhanu Jayan-

ti celebration was held 
today at Green Park in 
Jorethang, South Sikkim 

in the presence of former 
Sub Divisional Magistrate, 
Bimal Chandra Rai, and 
new SDM, Sonam Tsher-
ing Bhutia, a press release 
informs. Various events 
including a cultural pro-

gramme, Ramayan path 
and Shova Yatra will be 
the highlight of the cel-
ebration, it is informed. 
The Bhanu Jayanti Cel-
ebration Committee of 
Jorethang has appealed 

for active participation 
from all.

It is informed that 
Health Minister cum area 
MLA, AK Ghatani, will be 
attending the function as 
chief guest. Further, the 

event will also feature 
Shova Yatra that will 
commence from Bhanu 
Udyan in Jorethang at 9 
a.m. and will culminate 
at Garib Utthan Bhawan, 
the release adds.

Jorethang preps for Bhanu Jayanti celebration Health Dept issues guidelines 
for inancial grants to TB 

patients and mothers

SUMMIT REPORT
G , 11 J :

Sikkim Krantikari 
Morcha today 

said that the Sikkim 
Organic Mission has 
been the most un-
successful and mis-
managed mission 
of the country. The 
unsuccessful mis-
sion has compelled 
farmers and busi-
nessmen to come 
out on the streets 
in protest with 
farmers even being 
taken to the Police 
Station for the irst 
time due to this mission, 
the party has alleged.

“We are totally 
against SIMFED which 
has been taking all 
pro its without any hard 
work but just by working 
as a middleman. SIMFED 
is working against the 
interest of farmers, 
consumers and retailers,” 
said SKM spokesperson, 
Jacob Khaling in a press 
conference today where 
the party responded to 
the press statements 
made by Sikkim 
Democratic Front on 
unemployment, organic 
mission and Limboo-
Tamang seat reservation 
issue.

SKM working 
president, Navin Karki, 
stated that SKM has 
never been against the 
organic mission but to 
implement it forcefully 
on the people is not 
healthy. He stated that 
the government should 
have irst convinced 
and taken farmers 
into con idence before 
launching this mission.

He suggested that 
SIMFED should open 
outlets for farmers in 
every corner of the State 
if it was really sincere and 
honest towards farmers 
instead of reaping all the 
pro its.

On unemployment, 
SKM has said that SDF 

has been busy explaining 
the universal de inition 
of unemployment rather 
than addressing and 
solving the problem. It is 
not necessary to de ine 
unemployment but 
important to solve the 
unemployment problem, 
the party has said.

Mr Khaling 
mentioned that Sikkim 
has the highest number 
of educated unemployed 
youth and asserted that 
service extension of 
retired of icials should 
be stopped immediately 
and the government 
should ensure that 
private companies in 
the State employ local 
educated youth. 

SKM will solve 
the unemployment 
problem within 100 
days of forming its 
government in the 
State, he reiterated.

On Limboo-
Tamang Assembly 
seat reservation 
issue, Mr Khaling 
alleged that due to 
the dishonesty of 
SDF government 
Limboo and Tamang 
communities have 
been deprived of 
their political rights 
till date. He added 
that if SDF was 

sincere about the issue 
then Limboo and Tamang 
would have fought the 
2004 Assembly election 
through reserved seats.

The Central 
Government reserves 
seats on the basis of 
recommendation of 
the State Government, 
he added and alleged 
that due to wrong 
recommendation of the 
State these communities 
have been deprived of 
their political rights. He 
also suggested that the 
ruling party give the 
correct formula for seat 
reservation to the Centre 
instead of blaming the 
Centre for delays.

Organic Mission most 
unsuccessful and mismanaged 

mission in India: SKM

BJP accuses 
SDF of 
bringing 
politics into 
creative ields 
in the State
SUMMIT REPORT
G , 11 J :

Bharatiya Janata Par-
ty’s Sikkim unit has 

alleged that the standard 
of sports, arts, culture 
and literature have de-
clined in Sikkim in the 25 
years of SDF Government 
here. The party further 
alleged that the ruling 
party has misused these 
ields with its monop-

olistic policies and has 
further depressed talent 
in these ields.

A BJP press release 
alleges that SDF has been 
interfering in various 
sports, arts and literature 
events by making the 
events a medium for 
seeking votes “which is 
very unfortunate”.

The release adds 
that with the use of 
party lags in jerseys of 
football players in the 
recently held Chata Mela 
and football tournament 
at Gyalshing, has made 
clear that the ruling 
party has in iltrated even 
sports with its politics.

The release further 
alleges that instead of using 
funds for developmental 
activities in the State, SDF 
has been wasting all of it 
on such melas.

SUMMIT REPORT
G , 11 J :

Krishi  Vigyan 
Kendra, West Sikkim, 

in collaboration with 
ATMA, conducted a day-
long training on integrat-
ed cropping practices 

under the  Krishi Kalyan 
Abhiyan in “Aspiration-
al District”, at Omchung 
contd from pg01

Training conducted on integrated 
cropping practices in Omchung
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9775736596 
SINGTAM
7699771651

MANGAN/ 
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9434011213

GANGTOK
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Gangtok on 
Thursday, 

12 July
Temp: 26°C/18°C
Forecast: Some sun, 
then turning cloudy, 
a thundershower in 
parts of the area.
Sunrise: 04:48 AM
Sunset: 6:33 PM

contd from pg01

AFFIDAVIT
I, TARA NATH SHARMA NEPAL S/o Lt. Devi 
Lall Sharma, aged about 51 years, R/o Lower 
Tarku Nepal Goan, P.O Tarku Zero Mile & P.S 
Temi, South Sikkim, do hereby solemnly affi  rm 
and declare on oath as follows:
That, SHARMA is our caste/title and NEPAL is 
the sub-caste of caste/title SHARMA in Nepali 
Community.
That, TULASHA SHARMA is my legally wed-
ded wife and  BIPEN NEPAL is my legitimate 
son.
That, due to inadvertence in my above named 
son’s (BIPEN NEPAL) Statement of Marks 
and in his pass Certifi cate bearing Unique Id. 
6695352 of ICSE (Class- X) year 2018 New 
Delhi, my caste/title has been recorded as 
“SHALMA NEPAL” instead of “SHARMA NE-
PAL” and my wife’s caste/title has been record-
ed as “NEPAL” instead of “SHARMA”.That, I 
have sworn this affi  davit to declare that BIPEN 
NEPAL is my legitimate son. Further our cor-
rect caste/ title is “SHARMA”.
That, this affi  davit is made bonafi de and for the 
satisfaction of the Authority concerned. Sworn 
and signed this affi  davit vide Sl. No. 026004 on 
05th day of July 2018 at Namchi, South Sikkim.

NITESH R PRADHAN
G , 11 J :

Representatives of Sherpa 
community organisations 

today held a press conference 
in the capital to oppose the land 
bill for the community present-
ed by the State Government in 
the Assembly today.

Chief Minister Pawan 
Chamling, who is also the 
Minister-in-charge of Land 
Revenue & Disaster Management 
Department, introduced the 
Sikkim Regulation of Transfer 
of Land (Second Amendment) 
Bill, today on the irst day of the 
Assembly Session.

Spokesperson, Denzong 
Sherpa Association, Passang 
Sherpa, termed the bill as a 
“draconian bill for the Sherpas”.

He reiterated the demand 
that the Sherpa community 
should get their land rights 
within the purview of Revenue 
Order No 01 of Article 371F and 
said that it is due to “the feudal 
residue” that Sherpas have been 
deprived of their rights.

Further, he added that the 
present land bills for various 
communities in Sikkim of the 
State Government have no legal 

and constitutional standing.
When asked about the future 

action of the various Sherpa 
organizations, Mr Sherpa held 
that if the State Government 
passes the bill in the Assembly, 
they will cancel the law through 
various steps.

“National Commission for 
Scheduled Tribes can take quick 
decisions in such matters,” he said.

Adding further, he said that they 
will now go to Delhi and approach 
the National Commission for ST 
if the present land protection bill 
for the Sherpas presented by the 
State Government is passed by the 
Assembly.

The recent comment by 
SDF spokesperson, Bhim 
Dahal, stating that the Sherpa 
community was included in 
Bhutia de inition in 1978 under 
ST order and therefore they 
cannot come under Revenue 
Order No 1, was criticized 
and condemned by Mr Sherpa 
stating that The Gazetteer of 
Sikkim clearly mentions that 
Sherpas have been included in 
the Bhutia de inition and if the 
Gazetteer is just a historical 
document then rules based 
on the data provided in this 
document should be repealed.

He further mentioned that 

even the Burman Commission 
Report passed in 2008 by the 
Assembly mentions Sherpas as 
Bhutias.

“On what basis did they pass 
the report?” he questioned.

He also strongly advocated 
for SDF legislator, DN Sherpa, to 
oppose the bill in the Assembly 
on Thursday “if he is not a 
servant of the feudals”.

Chief Convenor, Sikkim 
Sherpa Protection Board, Sonam 
Gyatso Sherpa, DSA president, 
La Tshering Sherpa, and DSA 
general secretary, Dhendup 
Sherpa, were also present for 
the press conference.

Will approach National Commission for STs on
land transfer bill say Sherpa organisations

Domestic Product [GDPS].
“The commissioning of the hydro 

power projects, setting up of industries 
particularly the Pharmaceutical 
industries has contributed to the 
increase in the growth of GSDP and 
per capita income. A signi icant part 
of GSDP growth is also contributed 
by sectors like Banking, Construction, 
Communication and Public 
Administration,” he added.

Responding to queries of the Member, 
RN Chamling, Minister for Human 
Resource Development Department, RB 
Subba informed that three government 
colleges, Sikkim Government College 

Gyalshing, West Sikkim, Government 
Vocational College, Dentam, West 
Sikkim and Government Arts College, 
Mangshila, North Sikkim were being run 
from rented/hired premises.

He informed that the Government 
College, Gyalshing has been shifted 
to its permanent campus in Aarigaon 
in the month of June and it will be 
functional from the new campus from 
the new academic session of July 2018.

The HRDD Minister mentioned that 
fund amounting to Rs 12 crore has 
been sanctioned under the component 
of Model Degree College under RUSA 
for Arts College, Mangshila and fund 
amounting to Rs 26 crore has also been 

sanctioned under the Component-New 
College [Professional] for Government 
Vocational College, Dentam and that 
the Department will initiate the tender 
process for construction of the two 
colleges very soon.

On the question of the area of Nar 
Bahadur Bhandari Degree College, 
Tadong, the Minister said that the 
land has a total area of 22.10 acres 
and land was acquired during 1980 
for the establishment of the college 
and as per records, the land was in the 
name of Human Resource Development 
Department.

During the zero hour, Member, KN 
Lepcha, queried about the Stairway to 

Heaven Project at Daramdin in West 
Sikkim.

In his reply, Minister for Building 
and Housing Department, DT Lepcha, 
mentioned that the tender was loated 
for a small project during 2003-04 but 
since the project had historical and 
cultural signi icance it was suggested 
that a larger project be planned.

He added that accordingly 
consultants were appointed and 
retender was carried out but due to 
inferior works the contractor was 
blacklisted. He mentioned that now 
retender has again been carried out 
and work is to be completed by the 
stipulated time of August 2019.

Chief Minister defends 5th Pay Committee 
recommendations in Question Hour

G , 11 J  [IPR]: 
The Seventh Session 
[Part III] of Sikkim 
Legislative Assembly 
began today with 
obituary reference to 
Late Gopal Lamichaney, 
former Member of Sikkim 
Legislative Assembly.

The Speaker, in his 
Obituary Reference said 
that the passing away 
of Gopal Lamichaney 
is a huge loss for the 
State of Sikkim. He 
informed that Late Gopal 
Lamichaney breathed his 
last on 12 Jun, 2018 at 
Central Referral Hospital, 
Manipal in Gangtok after 
a prolonged illness and is 
survived by his wife, two 
sons and six daughters.

The Speaker detailed 
that after attaining 
formal education from 
Khamdong Senior 
Secondary School, Late 
Gopal Lamichaney 
worked as a private 
photographer. He 
became a Member of the 
5th SLA in 1994 and later 
became an MLA for the 
second time in 1999. He 
worked actively for the 
welfare of the society 
and was involved in a 
lot of social work in his 
Constituency.

In his Obituary 
Reference, the Speaker 
remembered Late 
Gopal Lamichaney as 
a humble person who 
worked sel lessly for the 
society. He expressed 
heartfelt condolences to 
the bereaved family and 
wished them strength 
and forbearance to deal 
with the loss.

Chief Minister Pawan 
Chamling, in his Obituary 
Reference, also paid 
tribute to Late Gopal 
Lamichaney. He said that 
the passing away of Late 
Gopal Lamichaney has 
left a huge void in the 
Sikkimese society and 
humanity as a whole. 
He remembered him as 
a man of good thoughts 
and principles.

He also shed light 
on the professional 
journey of Late Gopal 
Lamichaney.

Born on 09 Mar, 1952 
to parents Buddhiman 
Lamichaney and Ratna 
Maya Lamichaney in 
Khamdong Late Gopal 
Lamichaney contested 
the Assembly elections in 
1994 as an SDF candidate 
from Khamdong-Singtam 
Constituency and won 
the election.

During this tenure, 
he served as Chairman, 
Land Use & Environment 

Board, Chairman, 
Estimates Committee 
and Chairman, State 
Bank of Sikkim. He was 
re-elected as MLA for 
the second consecutive 
term in the year 1999. 
Consequently, he was 
appointed as Chairman, 
Estimates Committee, 
Chairman, Public 
Assurance Committee 
and Chairman of 
Electricity Advisory 
Board.

Late Gopal 
Lamichaney made 
notable contribution 
towards the welfare of 
the State and the people. 
A dedicated and popular 
social worker, he helped 
many people during 
their time of distress, 
be it during sickness 
or assisting people in 
inding employment. 

He was instrumental 
in establishing ‘Jeewan 
Jyoti Sangathan’- an 
NGO dedicated to 
provide healthcare 
through ayurvedic 
treatment to the people. 
As the president of the 
organization, he played a 
pivotal role in organizing 
many health camps.

In recognition 
of his service and 
contributions, Late 
Gopal Lamichanay was 
conferred the ‘Friendship 
Award’ by Friendship 
Forum of India, New 
Delhi at a seminar on 
‘Economic Growth and 
National Unity’.

Being a prominent 
leader of the Scheduled 
Caste community, Late 
Gopal Lamichaney 
worked actively for 
their upliftment and 
interest. As a member 
of Biswakarma Kalyan 
Samity and All Sikkim 
Scheduled Caste 
Association, he vigorously 
pursued matters related 
to the community at all 
forums. He was a worthy 
recipient of ‘Dr Ambedkar 
Distinguished Service 
Award’, bestowed by 
Bharatiya Dalit Sahitya 
Akademi.

The CM expressed 
his deep condolence and 
anguish on his passing 
away and prayed that 
his soul may rest in 
eternal peace. Thereafter, 
the House observed 
two minutes silence 
as a mark of respect to 
the departed soul. The 
obituary reference also 
had the participation of 
Members of the House, AK 
Ghatani, Somnath Poudyal, 
GM Gurung and Sonam 
Lepcha.

Obituary
reference to Late 

Gopal Lamichaney

SAGAR CHETTRI
G , 11 J :

International karateka 
from Sikkim, Babyana 

Gurung, is once again all 
set to represent the coun-
try in the upcoming Thai-
land Open Karate Cham-
pionship 2018 to be held 
from 18-22 Jul at Bangkok 
in Thailand. She is part of a 
25-member India team in 
the championship.

This is her 
second appearance 
in the international 
championship. She 
has recently won a 
gold medal in Kata and 
silver medal in Kumite 
for the country in her 
debut international 
participation in the 4th 
International Karate 
Championship held on 
09-10 Jun at Thimpu, 
Bhutan.

16-year-old Babyana 
is 1st Dan Black Belt 
karateka from Gangtok 
and is a Bio-Science 
student in Class XI in Holy 
Cross School, Tadong. 
She is the daughter of 
international karateka 
and kick-boxer, Bijoy 
Gurung, and national 
karateka, Bimala Gurung.

She has been included 
in the national team on the 
basis of her outstanding 

performance in the 
national championship 

held in Jan earlier this 
year at Kolkata. She has 
also quali ied for the 
prestigious National 
Games 2019 to be held in 
Goa.

Babyana has been 
undergoing rigorous 
6-hour training sessions 
every day under 
experienced chief coach 
and technical director 
of Sikkim State Karate-
do Association [SSKDA], 
Bidhan Ballav Subba, and 
other coaches. She will be 
representing the country 
in both Kata and Kumite 
events in her category in 
the championship. She 
is scheduled to leave on 
16 Jul to join other team 
members at Kolkata 
from where the Indian 
contingent will proceed 
to Bangkok.

Speaking to media 
persons today, Babyana 
said that she is con ident 
of winning gold medals 
for the country in the 
championship.

“Although the 
competition will be very 
tough as it will have 
the best karatekas from 
different countries, I 
have been preparing very 
hard under my coach 

with the target to again 
win gold for my country,” 
she expressed.

She further added 
that medals in her 
debut international 
participation in Bhutan 
have highly motivated 
her to win medals 
consistently for the 
country.

SSKDA chief coach, 
Mr Subba, expressed 
that Babyana is a 
hardworking and 
dedicated martial artist 
and has full potential to 
do better in international 
platforms.

“We are very hopeful 
that she will again make 
the country proud with 
her performance. We 
have also been preparing 
her and other karatekas 
of Sikkim with the target 
to help them qualify for 
the upcoming Olympic 
Games,” he said.

Likewise, Babyana’s 
father, Bijoy Gurung also 
informed that she is in 
good form and expressed 
con idence that she will 
return home with medals.

SSKDA has extended 
best wishes and luck 
to Babyana for the 
championship.

Karateka Babyana Gurung to represent 
India in Thailand Karate C’ship

NSS camp 
concludes at 
Chujachen 
School 
SUMMIT REPORT
G , 11 J :

A six-day long camp 
by National Service 

Scheme [NSS] unit of 
Chujachen Government 
Senior Secondary School, 
East Sikkim, concluded 
on 10 July. 

The camp was headed 
by School Principal, 
Yangchuk Donka Bhutia, 
Programme Of icer, 
Teacher Prakash Baral, 
along with Alpan Lepcha 
and Ratan Tamang, a 
press release informs.

27 students of Classes 
XI and XII of Chujachen 
SSS participated in the 
camp as NSS volunteers.

During the camp, the 
participants conducted 
cleanliness and 
maintenance drive of the 
village footpath at Pam 
Basti under Chujachen 
GPU and painting work at 
Chujachen SSS premises 
and Sungdung Jhora as 
a part of Swachh Bharat 
Abhiyan.

Block in Gyalshing, West 
Sikkim today.

Fifty- ive farmers 
from the area were 
briefed on cropping 
intensity and average 
rainfall in Sikkim by 
resource persons. The 
programme concluded 
with distribution of Plug/
Pro tray, Rich Delfan and 
Antak.

A similar training 
session was conducted 
by KVK-West at 
Timburbong in West 
Sikkim where 100 
farmers were provided 
with ive seedlings each 
of various fruit-bearing 
trees. 

contd from pg01

Training 
conducted 
on integrated 
cropping 
practices in...
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Readers are invited to comment on, 
criticise, run down, even appreciate 
if they like something in this paper. 
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language and personal attacks, except 
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this newspaper (who are fair game), 
will have to be ignored. Letters which 
carry forward a conversation or initiate 
a dialogue will command immediate 
attention and receive prominence.  
Mail us at: letters@summittimes.com

copied from earlier edition of SummitTimes

LT Seats Need Consensus, 
Not Confusion

Let’s revisit what the CRESP report had 
recommended many years back

It is nearly a month past since the deadline for feed-
back and suggestions to the seat reservation op-

tion proposed by the Ministry of Home Affairs for the 
Limboos and Tamangs of Sikkim by virtue of their 
having becomes Scheduled Tribes ran out on 26 June 
last month. It is not clear who all made the effort to 
respond to the MHA circular. This is unfortunate be-
cause it would have helped the situation if the posi-
tions had been more widely shared so that they could 
also have been more publicly discussed. Of course, one 
is speaking speci ics here because responses to the 
MHA circular, for them to be taken seriously, would re-
quire to be more reasoned and more detailed than is 
normally expected of routine press releases and state-
ments that the issue has so far received. The general 
positions of most political and community organiza-
tions which have joined cause with the seat issue are 
relatively well known, and these are dictated as much 
by their political alignments as by their interpretation 
of facts or understanding of possibilities. As far as the 
State Government is concerned, its position has been 
relatively consistent and the MHA circular is largely 
based on it. There are some inconsistencies between 
what the MHA has circulated and what the State Gov-
ernment has sought, and while that was touched upon 
in this section a while back, let’s still revisit it via what 
the CRESP report had recommended and why.

The terms of reference of the Commission for Re-
view of Social and Environmental Sector Policies, 
Plans and Programmes [CRESP] were enhanced by 
the State Government on 27 December 2005. One of 
the “terms” added for reference was the reservation 
of seats for Limboo and Tamang communities in the 
Sikkim Legislative Assembly consequent to their in-
clusion in the Scheduled Tribes list. CRESP was not 
asked how many seats should be reserved for the two 
communities because that is already prescribed under 
Article 332 (1) of the Constitution of India which stip-
ulates that seats reserved for Scheduled Tribes in the 
Assembly should be in proportion to their population. 
The issue forwarded for deliberation was whether 
seats could be exclusively reserved for representa-
tives from the Limboo and Tamang communities to 
the exclusion of Bhutia and Lepcha since the BLs were 
already enjoying reserved seats in the same Legisla-
tive Assembly. To this, the CRESP Report pointed out 
that BLs get their reserved seats not as Scheduled 
Tribes, but as a “sequel to a political agreement” made 
in 1973. Although the argument that the Limboos and 
Tamangs, as also some other communities of Sikkim, 
should have been accorded Scheduled Tribe status 
along with the BLs in 1978, is a very strong one, fact 
remains that ST status for LTs came about only in the 
year 2003. Seats reserved for them will thus have to be 
as Scheduled Tribes, expanding its interpretation will 
further complicate the matter not so much because of 
the existing scheduled tribes of Sikkim – BLs and LTs – 
but because of future additions to the list which might 
come about sooner rather than later. The CRESP Re-
port had explained as much. The Report explains that 
“segmented reservation of seats for a section of STs is 
not provided for in the Constitution of India.”

But the MHA circular suggests that the proposed 
reserved seats be community-speci ic to LTs. While 
this may sound a simpler solution for now, it does 
very little to settle the issue of the still-awaited tribal 
seats for Sikkim in the long run. Of course, neither 
the CRESP Report nor the MHA circular is binding. 
These are but recommendations and opinions and 
open to further deliberations and drafts before a i-
nal amendment to the Representation of People Act 
is tabled in the Parliament. The stakeholders need to 
understand that need for reserved seats for Limboos 
and Tamangs need no more recommendations, they 
are already guaranteed that by the Constitution. The 
delay is not because the requirement of seats does 
not have a strong enough basis, but because of the 
mathematical conundrum [for fresh reservations] 
posed by the existing seat reservation format in Sik-
kim. This is a challenge that only a consensus can 
surmount, confusing interpretations and conspiracy 
theories will not help. It is also an opportunity to set-
tle inconsistencies. 

MARTIN PLAUT
theconversation.com

This week Ethiopian Prime Minister, 
Abiy Ahmed visited neighbouring 

Eritrea, to be greeted by President Isaias 
Afwerki. The vast crowds that thronged 
the normally quiet streets of Eritrea’s 
capital, Asmara, were simply overjoyed. 
They sang and they danced as Abiy’s car 
drove past. Few believed they would 
ever see such an extraordinarily rapid 
end to two decades of vituperation and 
hostility between their countries.

After talks the president and prime 
minister signed a declaration, ending 
20 years of hostility and restoring dip-
lomatic relations and normal ties be-
tween the countries.

The irst indication that these historic events 
might be possible came on June 4. Abiy declared 
that he would accept the outcome of an interna-
tional commission’s inding over a disputed border 
between the two countries. It was the border con-
lict of 1998-2000, and Ethiopia’s refusal to accept 

the commission’s ruling, that was behind two de-
cades of armed confrontation. With this out of the 
way, everything began to fall into place.

The two countries are now formally at peace. Air-
lines will connect their capitals once more, Ethiopia 
will use Eritrea’s ports again – its natural outlet to 
the sea – and diplomatic relations will be resumed.

Perhaps most important of all, the border will 
be demarcated. This won’t be an easy task. Popula-
tions who thought themselves citizens of one coun-
try could ind themselves in another. This could 
provoke strong reactions, unless both sides show 
lexibility and compassion.

For Eritrea there are real bene its - not only the 
revenues from Ethiopian trade through its ports, 
but also the potential of very substantial potash 
developments on the Ethiopia-Eritrea border that 
could be very lucrative.

For Ethiopia, there would be the end to Eritre-
an subversion, with rebel movements deprived of a 
rear base from which to attack the government in 
Addis Ababa. In return, there is every chance that 
Ethiopia will now push for an end to the UN arms 
embargo against the Eritrean government.

This breakthrough didn’t just happen. It has 
been months in the making.

THE DEAL
Some of the irst moves came quietly from religious 
groups. In September last year the World Council of 
Churches sent a team to see what common ground 

there was on both sides. Donald Yamamoto, Assis-
tant Secretary of State for Africa, and one of Ameri-
ca’s most experienced Africa hands, played a major 
role.

Diplomatic sources suggest he held talks in 
Washington at which both sides were represent-
ed. The Eritrean minister of foreign affairs, Osman 
Saleh, is said to have been present, accompanied by 
Yemane Gebreab, President Isaias’s long-standing 
adviser. They are said to have met the former Ethi-
opian prime minister, Hailemariam Desalegn, lay-
ing the groundwork for the deal. Yamamoto visited 
both Eritrea and Ethiopia in April.

Although next to nothing was announced fol-
lowing the visits, they are said to have been import-
ant in irming up the dialogue.

But achieving reconciliation after so many 
years took more than American diplomatic muscle.

Eritrea’s Arab allies also played a key role. 
Shortly after the Yamamoto visit, President Isaias 
paid a visit to Saudi Arabia. Ethiopia – aware of the 
trip – encouraged the Saudi crown prince to get the 
Eritrean president to pick up the phone and talk to 
him. President Isaias declined, but – as Abiy Ahmed 
later explained – he was “hopeful with Saudi and 
US help the issue will be resolved soon.”

So it was, but one other actor played a part: the 
UAE. Earlier this month President Isaias visited the 
Emirates. There are suggestions that large sums 
of money were offered to help Eritrea develop its 
economy and infrastructure.

Finally, behind the scenes, the UN and the Af-
rican Union have been encouraging both sides to 
resolve their differences. This culminated in the 
UN Secretary General, Antonio Guterres,  lying to 
Addis Ababa for a meeting on Monday – just hours 
after the joint declaration. Guterres told reporters 

that in his view the sanctions against 
Eritrea could soon be lifted since they 
would soon likely become “obsolete.”

It has been an impressive combined 
effort by the international community, 
who have for once acted in unison to 
try to resolve a regional issue that has 
festered for years.

RISKS AND DIVIDENDS
For Isaias these developments also 
bring some element of risk. Peace 
would mean no longer having the ex-
cuse of a national security threat to 
postpone the implementation of basic 
freedoms. If the tens of thousands of 
conscripts, trapped in inde inite na-
tional service are allowed to go home, 
what jobs await them? When will the 

country have a working constitution, free elec-
tions, an independent media and judiciary? Many 
political prisoners have been jailed for years with-
out trail. Will they now be released?

For Ethiopia, the dividends of peace would be a 
relaxation of tension along its northern border and 
an alternative route to the sea. Families on both 
sides of the border would be reunited and social 
life and religious ceremonies, many of which go 
back for centuries, could resume.

But the Tigrayan movement – the Tigray Peo-
ple’s Liberation Front (TPLF) - that was dominant 
force in Ethiopian politics until the election of 
Prime Minister Aiby in February, has been side-
lined. It was their quarrel with the Eritrean govern-
ment that led to the 1998–2000 border war.

The Eritrean authorities have rejoiced in their 
demise. “From this day forward, TPLF as a political 
entity is dead,” declared a semi-of icial website, de-
scribing the movement as a ‘zombie’ whose “soul 
has been bound in hell”. Such crowing is hardly 
appropriate if differences are to be resolved. The 
front is still a signi icant force in Ethiopia and could 
attempt to frustrate the peace deal.

These are just some of the problems that lie 
ahead. There is no guarantee that the whole ed-
i ice won’t collapse, as the complex details of the 
relationship are worked out. There are many issues 
that have to be resolved before relations between 
the two countries can be returned to normal. But 
with goodwill these can be overcome, ushering in 
a new era of peace and prosperity from which the 
entire region would bene it.

[The writer is a Senior Research Fellow, Horn 
of Africa and Southern Africa, Institute of Com-
monwealth Studies, School of Advanced Study]

ANNY BOC 
the conversation.com

With every new North Kore-
an missile – such as the one 

launched on Tuesday November 28 – 
or nuclear test, all eyes are on China. 
Like previous American presidents, 
Donald Trump believes that the road 
to a diplomatic solution on North Ko-
rea runs through Beijing. He holds 
the view that, of any country, China 
has the most leverage over North Ko-
rea and therefore could “quickly and 
easily” solve the problem with the 
Kim Jung-un regime – but is just not 
willing to do so.

For Washington, North Korea has 
become a top national security pri-
ority, in particular because of Pyong-
yang’s unexpectedly fast progress in 
developing intercontinental nuclear 
capabilities that may be able to reach 
the US mainland. Since assuming of-
ice, Trump has made North Korea 

the main focus of US-China relations. 
His main strategy has been to use 
trade issues as a bargaining chip to 
pressure China on North Korea, con-
vinced that exerting enough 
economic pressure on Beijing 
will eventually force China to 
do what he wants.

NOT BUDGING
While recent measures – such 
as closing joint ventures with 
North Korean entities in China 
– have been viewed as signs 
of Beijing getting tougher on 
North Korea, the actions of the 
Chinese government are un-
likely to be overly tough in the 
future. If it really wanted to 
take North Korea to task, Chi-
na has a number of important 
economic levers at its dispos-
al that it could use. The most 
effective measure against Kim 
Jong-un’s regime would be for 
Beijing to completely stop its 
crude oil supply to its neigh-
bour and thus cut off North 

Korea’s main lifeline. According to the 
U.S. Energy Information Administra-
tion, China is the largest oil supplier 
to Pyongyang and accounts for about 
90% of North Korea’s total trade.

This is why most experts outside 
of China believe that Beijing is the key 
to solving the North Korean problem. 
But why are the Chinese so reluctant 
to do more despite the increasingly 
troubling behaviour of their neigh-
bour?

China keeps Pyongyang economi-
cally viable because it fears the pos-
sible implications for China of the 
collapse of Kim Jong-un’s regime. For 
a start, it would bring chaos and ref-
ugees to China’s border. It would also 
induce an important foreign policy 
shift for Beijing in north-east Asia. 
And such interests are all related to 
one main actor: the United States.

CLASH WITH US INTERESTS
Washington’s aspirations for the 
endgame in North Korea are clear-
ly in stark contrast to China’s own 
long-term national interests. Beijing 
would certainly want to avoid a re-

uni ication of two Koreas under the 
banner of a democratic pro-American 
Republic of Korea – especially if this 
meant the presence of around 28,000 
US troops next to its borders.

However, regardless of whether 
the US military moves north of the 
38th parallel, in China’s assessment 
the US in luence and its alliances on 
the whole Korean peninsula would 
likely remain. This would not only 
negatively affect China’s security en-
vironment but also ultimately have 
considerable impact on the balance 
of power in north-east Asia to Bei-
jing’s disadvantage.

In general, Chinese policy-makers 
view North Korea primarily through 
the prism of its greater rivalry with 
the US in Asia. Historically, Pyongyang 
has been regarded as an important 
strategic buffer zone against Ameri-
can in luence. The very fact that the 
Chinese government continues to 
support the Kim regime suggests that 
this strategic thinking continues to 
play a substantive role in the calculus 
of China’s foreign policy-making.

Visit of the International Liaison 
Department of the Central Commit-
tee of the Communist Party of China 
in Pyongyang, North Korea. Photo 
released by the North Korean Central 
News Agency (KCNA). EFE/KCNA

North Korea has also become an 
asset as a bargaining leverage vis-
à-vis the US with respect to other 
con licts between Washington and 
Beijing: for instance the maritime 
disputes in the East and South China 
Seas as well as the question of Tai-
wan’s status.

The shift of US foreign policy to-
wards the Asia-paci ic region initi-
ated by the Obama administration 
appears to have increased the value 
of North Korea for China. As part of 
its rebalancing strategy, the US has 
strengthened its relations and mili-
tary cooperations with regional allies 
and partners, as well as expanding 
its institutional involvement in the 
region.

Washington’s strategy in Asia has 
mainly focused on military issues. 

Most of China’s foreign policy 
thinkers believe that the US 
wants to contain China’s rise 
and in luence while trying to 
preserve US dominance in the 
region. The fear of a strategic 
encirclement by a chain of US 
and allied air and military bas-
es has grown in recent years. 
Moreover, China worries 
about being surrounded by a 
gradually expanding US mis-
sile defence system in Asia.
FEAR OF US SURVEILLANCE
Beijing views the recent in-
stallment of THAAD (Termi-
nal High Altitude Area De-
fense) in South Korea (which 
Washington bills as a protec-
tion against the missile threat 
from North Korea) primarily 
as part of a US-led regional 

Eritrea and Ethiopia have made peace, 
How it happened and what next

For Beijing, the greatest threat to China’s national
security is not the Kim regime: it is the US

turn to 05
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Anthyesti Kria
The Anthyesthi Kriya of 
late Biraj Rai, S/o late I.B. 
Rai & Smt. Suk Lachi Rai 
of Ranka, Rai Gaon, East 
Sikkim who passed away 
on 07.07.2018 falls on 
12th July 2018 [Thurs-
day]. All family members, 
well-wishers and friends 

are requested to join the family members for the 
prayer ceremony to be held on above mentioned date 
at their residence at Ranka Rai Gaon, East Sikkim.

Bimal Rai [elder brother], 
Sumitra & Niruta [sisters]

Mob: 9832304740, 7908673616

missile defence network serving 
the larger purpose of weakening 
China’s nuclear deterrence capa-
bility. Chinese military and securi-
ty experts believe that the X-band 
radar system which comes with 
the THAAD missile defence battery 
enables the US to conduct surveil-
lance deep into Chinese and Rus-
sian territory.

The Chinese are particularly 
concerned that the THAAD system 
in Seoul will be connected to the 
other two American X-band ra-
dars stationed in the north and the 
south of Japan – expanding further 
data exchange and strengthening 

the US missile defence system in 
China’s close neighbourhood.

The mobile Terminal High-Al-
titude Area Defense (THAAD) mis-
sile defense system at a golf course 
in Seongju, South Korea. EPA-EFE/
JUNG UI-CHEL

This would also be likely to fos-
ter a trilateral US-South Korea-Ja-
pan military alliance countering 
China. China also worries that the 
deployment of THAAD in Seoul 
might trigger other countries such 
as Japan, Taiwan and the Philip-
pines to follow suit. Chinese ana-
lysts argue that the US is using the 
North Korea crisis as a pretext to 
expand its military capabilities in 

the region.
Whether the crisis ampli ies or 

declines, Washington’s interests 
are at stake in the region – so, for 
Beijing, the greatest threat for its 
national security is not the Kim re-
gime but the US.

So far, US of icials have failed 
to provide China any good reasons 
why it should abandon its strategic 
leverage on North Korea and risk 
chaos on its doorstep.

[Anny Boc is currently a 
Visiting Fellow in the Asia Di-

vision at the German Institute 
for International and Securi-

ty Affairs (SWP) in Berlin.]

For Beijing, the greatest threat to China’s national...
contd from pg04

G /J , J  
11 (PTI): Two women, 
including a student of an 
agricultural university, 
were found dead in the 
toilets of two trains in 
Assam, the police said 
today, adding that it was 
suspected that both were 
killed in a similar fashion.

While a student of 
the Assam Agricultural 
University in Jorhat was 
found dead in a toilet of 
the Kamakhya Express 
yesterday morning, the 
body of an elderly woman 
was found in a toilet of the 
Avadh Assam Express this 
afternoon, the police said.

A Special Investigation 
Team (SIT) was formed 
and Additional Director 
General of Police (ADGP) R 
P Meena was asked to look 
into yesterday’s incident, 
DGP Kula Saikia said.

Today, the body of 
a woman, aged around 
60 years, was found in a 
toilet of the Avadh Assam 
Express that had halted 
at the Mariani Junction 
railway station in Jorhat 
district, the police and 
railway of icials said.

A cloth was tied 
around the woman’s neck 
and blood was oozing out 
of her nose, they added.

The identity of the 
woman was yet to be 
ascertained, they said, 
adding that the Assam 
Police and a Railway 
Police team had launched 
a probe into the incident.

The body of the Assam 
Agricultural University 
student was found 
yesterday from a toilet of 
the Kamakhya Express, 
when the train had halted 
at the Simalguri railway 
station in Sibsagar district, 
a police of icer said.

It appeared that both 
women were killed in a 
similar fashion, a railway 
of icial said.

The deceased 
student’s neck was also 
tied with a piece of cloth 
and blood was oozing 
out of her nose and the 
lower part of her body, 
he added.

The Northeast 
Frontier Railway (NFR) 
has ordered an inquiry 
into the two incidents, a 
NFR spokesman said here.

2 women found 
dead in toilets of 2

trains in Assam

G , J  11 (PTI): 
The lood situation in 
Assam continued to 
remain grim today with 
over 24,000 people 
affected in three districts, 
though the water level 
in the major rivers of 
the state was receding, 
of icials said.

Chief Minister 
Sarbananda Sonowal 
today visited Biswanath 
district, which was hit by 
the lood a few days ago.

A population of 
24,244 was affected 
by the lood waters 
in 33 villages of 
Dhemaji, Lakhimpur 
and Jorhat districts, 
the daily bulletin of the 
Assam State Disaster 
Management Authority 
(ASDMA) said.

Yesterday, the ASDMA 
had reported 24 villages 
in those three districts 
were under water and 
a total of 19,170 people 

affected.
The death toll in the 

current wave of loods 
in the state stood at 34, 
with no fresh casualty 
reported.

A crop area of 1,309 
hectares was damaged, 
the ASDMA report said.

Heavy erosion was 
also reported from two 
villages in Biswanath 
district, it added.

As many as 1,910 
people had taken shelter 

in eight relief camps in 
Dhemaji and Lakhimpur, 
the report said.

Damage to 
embankments, roads, 
bridges and culverts 
were reported from 
Lakhimpur and 
Charaideo.

The Brahmaputra 
river was lowing above 
the danger mark at 
Nematighat in Jorhat 
district and the Jia 
Bharali river was lowing 

above the danger mark 
at the NT Road crossing 
in Sonitpur, the ASDMA 
report said.

Sonowal visited 
Biswanath district and 
reviewed the erosion on 
the bank of the Chatrong 
river at Gohpur.

He also handed over 
a cheque of Rs 4 lakh as 
ex-gratia to Bhadra Bora, 
father of Dipankar Bora, 
who had drowned in the 
lood, at Gohpur.

Assam lood situation still grim

K , J  11 
(PTI): A day after the 
Jadavpur University (JU) 
authorities decided to 
reintroduce admission 
tests in the Arts faculty 
ending the impasse there, 
the of icials concerned 
held a meeting today 
and announced dates for 
entrance examinations to 
be held later this month.

The Dean of the Arts 
faculty Prof Subhasis 
Biswas and members 
of the Admission 
Committee discussed 
modalities of the 
admission tests as per 
yesterday’s resolution 
of the Executive Council 
(EC), the highest decision 
making body of the JU.

Entrance tests to 
the six arts subjects in 
undergraduate courses 
will be held on different 
dates from July 21 to July 
25, Biswas said after the 
meeting.

He told reporters 
that students would 
be admitted in the six 
subjects based on the 
50:50 formula - equal 
weightage on marks 
obtained in admission 
tests and in board 
examination.

Registrar Chiranjib 
Bhattacharya said no 
external experts will be 
involved in the admission 
process which will be 
conducted by JU faculty 
members.

“The university has 
af irmed full faith in its 
teachers and they will 
be involved in the entire 
admission process,” the 

registrar said.
A Jadavpur University 

Teachers Association 
(JUTA) spokesman said, 
“The meeting took note 
of our concerns. We 
are satis ied with the 
decisions.”

In a marathon 
meeting, the EC had 
decided last night to 
reintroduce admission 
tests in the Arts faculty, 
putting an end to the 
impasse surrounding 
scrapping of the entrance 
examinations in English, 
Comparative Literature, 
Bengali, History, Political 
Science and Philosophy.

The Arts Faculty 
Students’ Union (AFSU), 
spearheading the 
agitation, including a 96-
hour fast, by students to 
press for reintroduction 
of admission tests, also 
expressed happiness 
over the outcome of 
today’s meeting.

“Our ight was 
with regard to the 
re-introduction of 
admission test and 
ensuring functional 
autonomy of the 
university. We have 
ensured the two demands 
have been met with the 
support of teachers and 
non-teaching staff,” AFSU 
general secretary Debraj 
Debnath said.

“We don’t want to 
disrupt the academic 
calendar of the JU,” said 
Debnath, who was among 
the 20 students who had 
taken part in the 96-hour 
fast in protest against the 
decision of JU on July 4 to 

scrap admission test.
He said the condition 

of the four AFSU 
members, who had been 
hospitalised during fast 
on Monday and Tuesday, 
were now stable.

On Vice-Chancellor 
Suranjan Das’s statement 
that he and Pro-VC 
Pradip Ghosh wanted 
to be relieved of their 
responsibilities the AFSU 
general secretary said, 
“We had never asked for 
the removal of the VC or 
the Pro-VC.”

“We had only called 
for maintaining the high 
academic standard of the 
JU and not tinker with the 
time-tested admission 
test procedure to the Arts 
faculty. Prof Das and Prof 
Ghosh are our teachers 
and we have no issue 
against them,” he said.

JU announces dates for Arts faculty entrance tests

Kolkata 
witnesses 
celestial 
phenomenon
K , J  11 
(PTI): The city and 
its surroundings in 
the North and South 
24 Parganas district 
witnessed a celestial 
phenomenon of a perfect 
ring with the sun at the 
centre this morning.

Hundreds of curious 
sky gazers saw a dazzling 
halo of the sun starting 
at around 10:45 AM and 
continuing for nearly 
over an hour and 15 
minutes till around noon.

This is known as 
‘22 degree halo of 
the sun’, because the 
angular distance of the 
light ring is exactly 22 
degrees from the Sun 
at the centre, Director, 
Research and Academic, 
M P Birla Institute of 
Fundamental Research, 
M P Birla Planetarium 
Dr Debiprosad Duari told 
PTI today.

It occured because of 
interaction of sunlight 
with the ice crystals 
suspended in the air in a 
particular type of cloud, 
he said.

“The ice crystals are 
responsible for halos 
which are typically 
suspended in cirrus or 
cirrostratus clouds in 
the upper troposphere, 
which are present 
typically at a height of 
5-8 km from the earth’s 
surface,” he said.

According to Duari, the 
shape and the orientation 
of the crystals are also 
responsible for the type 
of halo. “It is hypothesised 
that the water ice crystals 
present in the cirrus 
clouds are typically 
hexagonal in shape.

When sunlight falls 
on these crystals, passing 
through hexagonal crystals 
it gets refracted and bent 
by 22 degrees or more 
resulting in the formation 
of a bright ring of light 
around the sun at an angle 
of 22 degrees,” he said. The 
passage of the sunlight 
through millions of these 
crystals causes the white 
light to get dispersed in all 
the colours of the rainbow.

“This colour of a 
rainbow was witnessed 
in today’s halo. It was 
with a reddish tinge on 
the inside and a bluish 
tinge at the outer part 
of the lighted ring. Since 
all the sunlight gets 
refracted by at least 22 
degrees the inner part 
of the halo looks a little 
darker than other parts 
of the sky,” Duari said.

The phenomenon 
was not “very rare” and 
occurs whenever there 
is moisture laden Cirrus 
clouds in the sky near or 
around the sun and is a 
local phenomenon. “This 
happens quite regularly 
at different places 
depending upon the 
favourable atmospheric 
conditions,” he said.
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New Delhi, Jul 11 (PTI): About 23 million 
children between 15-18 years of age in 
India are working, of whom 19 million 
have dropped out of school, according to a 
study conducted by a leading NGO.

The report by Child Rights and You 
(CRY) said about 9.2 million youngsters in 
the age group of 15-19 years are married 
and 2.4 million girls in the age group are 
mothers.

The report, which looks at the status 
of Indian children between the ages of 15 
and 18 years, laid emphasis on the need 
to reach out to all stakeholders, including 
legislators, policy makers and decision 
makers, who deal with children of this age 
group.

The report also said that about 23 
million children between 15-18 years 
of age in India are working under 
the protection of the Child Labour 
Prohibition and Regulation Act that 
allows 15-18-year-olds to work in non-
hazardous’ occupations.

But 19 million out of the 23 million 
children drop out of education due to 
various factors, including inability to 
manage both work and education.

The total number of children in the 
age group of 15-18 years is 100 million, 

according to the data by the Census 2011.
On the high dropout rate, the report 

recommended an amendment in the Right of 
Children to Free and Compulsory Education 
and said that schemes should not be treated 
as a substitute for extending free education 
up to higher secondary levels.

“There is also a need to make gender 
equality a primary goal of school system 
and provide free secondary education 
for families from below poverty line,” the 
report said.

The report also said that over 60 per 
cent of the kidnapping and abduction 
victims and 25 per cent of all female rape 
victims were from the age group of 15-18 
years.

“The crime against children is a 
worrying trend which requires urgent 
attention of deep rooted issues of poverty 
and unemployment,” it said.

The report cited data from Census 
2011, National Crime Record Bureau 
2015-16 and National Family Health 
Survey 4 of 2016.

It aims to establish vulnerabilities of 
the children in age group of 15-18 years 
and in-depth data and policy analysis 
making use of available secondary data and 
published literature, further identifying 

gaps and thereby hope to in luence policy 
and decision makers.

National Commission for Protection 
of Child Rights chairperson Stuti Kacker, 
speaking at the launch of the report, said 
one of the ways to deal with the issues 
faced by the children of this age group is 
through community support.

“The society’s mentality should be that 
if a child suffers the whole community 
suffers, then only the situation could get 
better,” Kacker said on increasing violence 
against children.

She also said that there is a need 
to include the voices of children while 
formulating policies to know more about 
their concerns and the issues faced by 
them.

Priya Nanda, country lead of Equity 
and Social Change at the Bill and Melinda 
Gates Foundation, said there is a need to 
fortify and invest in schemes for children 
in the age group of 15-18 years.

“This age group of children is invisible 
and we need to break down that invisibility 
and use schools to create a motivated 
structure so that instances of dropping out 
can be reduced,” Nanda said.

About 23 million children in age group of 15-18 years working in India: CRY

N  D , J  11 
(PTI): Indian boxer 
MC Mary Kom says she 
has her sights set on 
a historic sixth World 
Championship crown 
and is training “smartly” 
to achieve it.

The 35-year-old had 
pulled out of the Asian 
Games due to a shoulder 
problem, but is expected 
to be back in action at the 
World Championships to 
be held in New Delhi in 
November.

“One thing I am 
certain of that if I don’t get 
any injury and give 100 
per cent in my training 
then I de initely I can say 
that I am going to win the 
World Championship. If 

something in between 
happens then I can’t say. 
But I am healing well,” 
she told reporters here.

“I am training 
smartly for the World 
Championship. Six-seven 
years ago we would 
train for two-three 
hours but now it is not 
required. We are able to 
do everything in an hour 
of training. Staying it 
is very important for a 
comeback so I would say 
one should be clever with 
the training,” she added.

Talking about the 
performance of the 
young generation of 
women boxers, the 
Commonwealth Games 
gold medallist said it was 

‘unfortunate’ that the 
girls were not able to win 
medals at Gold Coast.

“The girls are training 
well, working hard. I 
want them to perform 
well at the Asian Games 
and get medals. The 
federation is taking 
initiative to see what is 
better for the boxers,” 
Mary said.

Asked about her 
comeback and what 
keeps her motivated, 
the diminutive Manipuri 
said, “Winning for my 
country keeps me going . 
I don’t ask myself if I can 
(perform) I ask why can’t 
I?”

Being a sportsperson 
and a mother can be 

dif icult and Mary, like 
any parent has her 
regrets about missing 
out on spending time 
with her children.

“My children saw 
the CWG and felt very 
happy. They were able to 
understand the feeling 
behind it. They want me 
to do well but miss that 
connection with their 
mother.

“Unfortunately, I am 
not able to give them the 
time but it’s okay I will 
stay with them through 
life. My years of boxing 
will be shorter than the 
time I spend with them,” 
she said.

M , J  11 (AFP): They may 
not make it to the World Cup inal, 
but the schoolboy team rescued from 
a looded cave in Thailand have been 
hailed as “heroes” by top footballers 
and clubs after their dramatic ordeal.

Paul Pogba, Manchester United 
and Barcelona were among the 
masses around the world to breathe 
a sigh of relief as the Wild Boars team 
inally emerged after more than two 

weeks trapped underground.
In a sign of how their plight 

had gripped players at the ongoing 
World Cup in Russia, Paul Pogba 
dedicated France’s semi- inal win 
against Belgium to the youngsters.

“This victory goes to the heroes 
of the day, well done boys, you are 
so strong,” the Manchester United 
mid ielder tweeted after Tuesday’s 
1-0 win.

England defender Kyle Walker, 
ahead of today’s semi- inal against 
Croatia, also welcomed the news and 
offered to send them football shirts.

“Amazing news that all of the 
Thai kids are out of the cave safely! 

I’d like to send out shirts to them! Is 
there anyone who can help with an 
address?” he tweeted.

The 12 boys, aged 11-16, and 
their 25-year-old coach became 
trapped by rising loodwaters after 
setting off to explore a cave complex 
in northern Thailand after football 
training on June 23.

The last of the group was inally 
extracted on Tuesday, 18 days later, 
after a painstaking and dangerous 

international rescue mission led by 
Thai Navy SEALs.

However, football’s world 
governing body FIFA said the 
Wild Boars, who are recovering in 
hospital, remained too weak to take 
up an earlier invitation to Sunday’s 
World Cup inal in Moscow.

FIFA said it had been informed 
“that due to medical reasons, the 
boys will not be in a position to 
travel to Moscow”.

“FIFA’s priority remains the 
health of everyone involved in 
the operation and we will look 
into finding a new opportunity 
to invite the boys to a FIFA event 
to share with them a moment of 
communion and celebration,” a 
spokesman said.

But both the team and their 
rescuers could be in line for a trip 
to Old Trafford after Manchester 
United invited them to their home 
ground this season.

“#MUFC is relieved to learn that 
the 12 footballers and their coach 
trapped in a cave in Thailand are 
now safe,” the club tweeted.

“Our thoughts and prayers are 
with those affected. We would love to 
welcome the team from Wild Boars 
Football Club and their rescuers to 
Old Trafford this coming season.”

United extended a similar 
invitation to the 33 Chilean miners 
who were trapped underground for 
69 days in 2010, giving each of them 
a shirt with his name on the back 
and a number re lecting the order 

they were rescued.
The boys will also head to 

Barcelona’s Camp Nou stadium 
after the Spanish giants invited 
them to next year’s Barca Academy 
International Tournament and a 
home game.

Rescuers had weighed up several 
options to save the boys, including 
keeping them in the cave through 
the months-long monsoon season.

But they were prodded into the 
dangerous task of “diving out” the 
team through submerged chambers 
and claustrophobic passages as 
oxygen levels in the cave plummeted 
and rains menaced.

The group were led out in three 
batches by a team of 13 international 
divers lanked by the Thai Navy 
SEALs, who greeted each successful 
rescue with a “Hooyah” on their 
Facebook page.

Earlier, Japan’s World Cup squad, 
Liverpool manager Jurgen Klopp and 
Croatia’s football federation were 
among those to send messages of 
support during the boys’ ordeal.

They’re coming home: football world hails Thai cave ‘heroes’

Eyeing a sixth world title, Mary 
Kom for ‘smart’ training

N , J  11 (PTI): On a high after an 
impressive Twenty20 series win, an upbeat India 
will eye another dominant performance against hosts 
England in a three- match ODI series, which can be 
termed as a ‘dry run’ ahead of the World Cup next year.

With cricket’s blue riband tournament scheduled 
to be held in UK next year, the ODI series will give 
Virat Kohli an ideal opportunity to get a drift about 
the conditions that his men are expected to encounter 
at exactly same time next year.

While India will be buoyed by their 2-1 T20 series 
win, England, the top ranked ODI team in world 
cricket, come into the series having crushed a below-
par Australia 6-0 in their last bilateral engagement.

England have been one of the inest 50 over sides 
in recent times and India will have their task cut 
against a batting line-up comprising Jos Buttler, Jason 
Roy, Alex Hales, Jonny Bairstow and Eoin Morgan. Add 
Ben Stokes to it and England bear a formidable look.

It is a reputation built on fearless, attacking cricket 
that has seen England win 46 out of 69 ODIs since a 
disastrous 2015 World Cup. Their last bilateral series’ 
defeat came in India in January 2017, with only a 
freak one-off loss to Scotland in the interim.

The series will also enable Indian team 
management to mix and match the various 
combinations, keeping World Cup in mind.

KL Rahul’s stupendous form has been a happy 
headache for the team management and there is 
a possibility that the captain might come at No 4 in 
order to give Rahul a chance to make optimum use of 
his current form.

Rahul scored a 70 against Ireland and followed it 
by an unbeaten 101 against England in the irst T20.

He will, in all likelihood, be the missing jigsaw 
puzzle at the top of the order for skipper Kohli. 
With both Shikhar Dhawan and Rohit Sharma being 
automatic selections at the top of the order, Rahul, 
who is also a specialist opener comes in at No 3.

If the same batting order is followed, skipper Kohli, 
who has been world’s best ODI batsman by a distance, 
will have to drop himself a notch down at No 4.

The seasoned pair of Suresh Raina and Mahendra 
Singh Dhoni along with all-rounder Hardik Pandya 
are expected to form the middle-order.

Yuzvendra Chahal is a certainty as the wrist 
spinner and Kuldeep Yadav, who has created all 

sorts of doubts in the minds of the batsmen, may 
just comeback into the playing XI as the Trent Bridge 
ground is much bigger than the one at Bristol.

If the team management thinks of playing an extra 
pacer, Siddarth Kaul or Shardul Thakur might come 
into play. If Bhuvneshwar Kumar recovers from the 
stiff back, he will be sharing the new ball with Umesh 
Yadav.

For England, the series against Australia was a real 
morale booster where the team scored a world record 
total 481 in one of the ODIs.

Buttler, whose dream run has continued since the 
start of the IPL, will like to continue his rich vein of 
form. He is one of the batsmen, who has been able to 
read the two wrist spinners quite well.

Along with Roy, the duo will like to take advantage 
of the Powerplay overs knowing fully well that some 
of the middle order batsmen including Test captain 
Joe Root and skipper Morgan himself are not exactly 
picking up Kuldeep’s wrong ‘uns.

Post the Champions Trophy, starting from June 
last year, India have played 27 ODIs against West 
Indies, Sri Lanka, Australia, New Zealand and South 
Africa, both at home and away and at least one wrist 
spinner has featured in all these games.

Kuldeep (39 wickets in 20 ODIs at average 20.02) 
and Chahal (43 wickets in 23 ODIs at average 21.83) 
have proved their worth since making debuts but 
their ultimate test will be against England.

The hosts have a penchant for high scores. Since 
that World Cup in Australia-New Zealand, this English 
batting line-up has accumulated 300-plus scores 
31 times in 69 matches, inclusive of 23 wins. On 11 
occasions, they have crossed 350 and have surpassed 
the 400-mark thrice.

It certainly won’t be a walk in the park for India.
Squads:
India: Virat Kohli (c), Shikhar Dhawan, Rohit 

Sharma, KL Rahul, MS Dhoni (wk), Dinesh Karthik, 
Suresh Raina, Hardik Pandya, Kuldeep Yadav, 
Yuzvendra Chahal, Shreyas Iyer, Siddarth Kaul, Axar 
Patel, Umesh Yadav, Shardul Thakur, Bhuvneshwar 
Kumar.

England: Eoin Morgan (c), Jason Roy, Jonny 
Bairstow, Jos Buttler (wk), Moeen Ali, Joe Root, Jake 
Ball, Tom Curran, Alex Hales, Liam Plunkett, Ben 
Stokes, Adil Rashid, David Willey, Mark Wood.

Kohli may bat at No 4 as India start 
as favourites against England

Cal HC seeks 
judges’ names 
for supervising 
Mohun 
Bagan poll
K , J  11 (PTI): 
The Calcutta High Court 
today asked one of the 
two feuding groups of 
the Mohun Bagan club 
to suggest names of 
three retired judges to 
supervise the election 
to the 129-year-old 
institution at the earliest.

The two groups are 
loyal respectively to 
Mohun Bagan president 
Swapan Sadhan Bose 
and general secretary 
Anjan Mitra, who had 
administered the club 
together but fell apart 
about a year ago. The 
court also suggested 
that the two groups sit 
together and decide on 
a person to hold the 
elections at the earliest, 
preferably by August.
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OFFICE OF THE SUPERINTENDING ENGINEER (N/E)
TOURISM & CIVIL AVIATION DEPARTMENT

GOVERNMENT OF SIKKIM
PARYATAN BHAWAN, 5TH MILE, TADONG

NOTICE INVITING E-TENDER
For and on behalf of the Government of Sikkim, the Superintending Engineer (N/E), 

Tourism & Civil Aviation Department, Government of Sikkim, invites online E-Tendering 
Bids from the eligible registered contractors of appropriate class for the work listed under:

Name of work: Construction of Tourist Walkways, Yak Trails, View Point, Landscaping 
Development of Changu Lake in East Sikkim

SL. 
NO.

DESCRIPTION DATE

1 Date of Publication in E-Tendering Portal of Sikkim 
Government.(www.sikkimtender.gov.in )

17.07.2018

The intending contractors / tenderers may visit the website of Government of Sikkim 
www.sikkim.gov.in.

SUPERINTENDING ENGINEER (N/E),
TOURISM & CIVIL AVIATION DEPARTMENT

R.O. No: 194/IPR/PUB/Classi/18-19 Date: 10.07.2018

T  H , J  11 [PTI]: 
India is “deeply worried” 
about reports of the so-
called ‘Islamic State’ or ISIS 
acquiring chemical weapons 
and has asked the chemical 
weapons watchdog OPCW to 
closely monitor this threat.

“India shares the wide-
spread concern over fresh 
allegations on the use of 
chemical weapons coming 
from different parts of the 
world,” Ambassador and 
Permanent Representative 
of India to OPCW, Venu 
Rajamony, said, addressing 
the 88th session of the 
Executive Council of the 
Organization for Prevention 
of Chemical Weapons [OPCW] 
here yesterday.

He said: “We are saddened 
to learn about the tragic 
loss of life of a UK citizen 
in Amesbury following the 

exposure to a toxic chemical. 
We express our deepest 
sympathies to all victims of 
chemical weapon attacks and 
their families.

Dawn Sturgess, a 44-year-
old British woman, died 
on July 8, days after being 
exposed to a “high dose” 
of a deadly nerve agent in 
Amesbury, near the town 

of Salisbury in south west 
England where a former 
Russian spy and his daughter 
were poisoned with the same 
chemical four months ago.

Rajamony said it has been 
India’s consistent position 
that the use of chemical 
weapons anywhere, at any 
time, by anybody, under any 
circumstances, cannot be 

justi ied and the perpetrators 
of such abhorrent acts must 
be held accountable.

The use of chemical 
weapons is in complete 
disregard of humanity and is 
reprehensible and contrary to 
the provisions of the Chemical 
Weapons Convention as well 
as accepted international 
legal norms, he said.

“India is deeply worried 
about reports of the so-called 
Islamic State’ or ISIS/ISIL 
acquiring chemical weapons 
and their delivery systems 
and requests the Technical 
Secretariat to closely monitor 
this threat and report to 
the Executive Council on 
this emerging challenge,” 
Rajamony was quoted as 
saying in a statement issued 
by the Indian Embassy here 
today.

He said any allegations 

of use of chemical weapons 
should be addressed in an 
effective and timely manner 
and strictly in accordance 
with the provisions of the 
convention.

“All investigations in this 
regard should be impartial 
and objective and must strive 
to establish facts and reach 
evidence-based conclusions,” 
Rajamony said.

India urges that all 
provisions of the convention 
be utilised to address 
concerns in accordance with 
the procedures laid down in 
the convention, he said.

Ambassador Rajamony 
said as one of the original 
signatories of the convention 
and an active member of 
the OPCW, India has always 
emphasised the importance 
of consensus and the need for 
all decisions to be taken by the 

states parties in consultation 
with each other.

“It is the responsibility of 
all states parties to preserve 
and protect the integrity and 
credibility of the convention. 
Effective solutions to the 
challenges faced by the 
OPCW can be found through 
constructive engagement and 
dialogue,” he said.

Rajamony said India 
remains willing and open 
for discussions with states 
parties to ind ways and 
means to strengthen the 
convention and its effective 
implementation, within the 
framework of the convention.

“Our efforts in the OPCW 
should help to eliminate all 
possibilities of any future 
use of chemical weapons 
and uphold the global norm 
against use of chemical 
weapons,” he added.

India deeply worried on reports of ISIS
acquiring chemical weapons

Thailand’s Prime Minister Prayuth Chan-ocha has thanked people involved in the rescue of the 12 boys and coach trapped in a looded cave 
for more than two weeks. Prayuth gave a televised national address today, saying the government’s efforts, the assistance of people in 

Thailand and abroad, and the outpouring of moral support made the mission a success. He also acknowledged the loss of a former navy SEAL, 
Saman Kunan, who died last week while replenishing air tanks inside the cave. The soccer teammates had become trapped in the cave June 23 
and were inally extracted by experienced divers over three days.

I , J  11 [AFP]: A 
Turkish court today handed 
jail terms of up to 22 years to 
ive top managers convicted of 

negligence over Turkey’s worst 
ever mining disaster, which 
claimed hundreds of lives.

The accident in May 2014 
killed 301 people when one 
of the pits of the Soma mine 
became engulfed by lames and 
carbon monoxide gas, trapping 
800 miners working inside.

The tragedy sparked protests 
and raised new concerns 
about Turkey’s dire industrial 
safety record. Relatives and the 
opposition denounced today’s 
verdicts -- handed out on 
negligence rather than murder 
convictions -- as outrageously 
lenient after prosecutors had 
initially demanded terms of 301 
times 25 years for all the main 
suspects.

After a trial lasting over three 
years, the court in the western 
Turkish town of Akhisar jailed 
the former CEO of the Soma 
mine, Can Gurkan, for 15 years, 
the state-run Anadolu news 
agency said.

The mine’s general manager 
Ramazan Dogru and technical 
manager Ismail Adali were 
handed prison sentences of 
22 years and six months, and 
operations manager Akin Celik 
and technical supervisor Ertan 
Ersoy 18 years and nine months, 
it added.

The chairman of the Soma 
Mines Company which owned 

the mine, Alp Gurkan, the father 
of Can Gurkan, was acquitted 
along with 36 other suspects.

Out of 51 suspects on trial, 
nine other lower-ranking mine 
managers were given jail terms 
of six to 11 years.

The Dogan news agency said 
the verdicts prompted victims’ 
lawyers and families to walk out 
of court in protest. Emergency 
services needed to be called as 
several collapsed due to stress, 
it added.

The opposition Republican 
People’s Party [CHP] slammed 
the sentences, which it said were 
drawn up in advance as a result 
of pressure from the company 
and the authorities.

“Justice has not come for 
Soma and... the law has, once 
again, gone bankrupt,” its 
deputy chairman Veli Agbaba 

said in a statement.
Alp Gurkan had denied 

responsibility for the disaster, 
asking when the trial opened in 
April 2015 to be freed “to do our 
own research and shed light on 
the accident”.

Turkey’s Confederation 
of Progressive Trade Unions 
[DISK] expressed outrage that 
the convictions had been made 
on the lesser negligence charges, 
arguing the mine had failed to 
take necessary precautions and 
had overworked its employees.

“Three-hundred-and-one 
of our worker brothers lost 
their lives before our eyes as a 
result as a slaughter,” said its 
chairwoman Arzu Cerkezoglu.

“This is not called negligence 
or a mistake. It is a crime. We 
do not accept this decision,” she 
added in a statement.

The accident on May 13, 
2014, exposed the lacklustre 
reaction of the government 
led by President Recep Tayyip 
Erdogan, who was prime 
minister at the time.

Prosecutors said that the 
miners were killed after inhaling 
gas and toxic smoke from the 
ire which was caused when an 

abandoned pile of coal left next 
to an electrical transformer 
caught ire.

Erdogan had notoriously 
appeared to play down the 
disaster, saying that “accidents 
are in the nature of the business” 
and comparing it to accidents 
in industrial revolution-era 
Britain.

The verdict hearing had 
been scheduled for July 9, the 
day Erdogan was inaugurated 
for a third term.

Turkey jails mine bosses over 2014 disaster that killed 301
However, it was 

postponed after one 
of the judges fell sick. 
The tragedy sparked 

protests that rattled the 
government a year after 
mass nationwide anti-
government rallies, with 

an advisor to Erdogan, 
Yusuf Yerkel, in laming 
tensions by kicking a 
protester in Soma.

B , J  11 
[AFP]: Chancellor An-
gela Merkel today said 
Germany makes “inde-
pendent decisions”, ir-
ing back at US President 
Donald Trump after he 
accused Berlin of being a 
“captive” of Russia.

“I myself have also 
experienced a part of Ger-
many being occupied by 
the Soviet Union,” Merkel, 
who grew up in commu-
nist East Germany, said 
as she arrived at a tense 
NATO summit.

“I am very glad that we 
are united today in free-
dom as the Federal Repub-
lic of Germany and that we 
can therefore also make 
our own independent pol-
icies and make our own 
independent decisions.” 
Trump said today that 
Germany was a “captive” 
and “controlled” by Russia 
because of the country’s 
dependence on Russian 
gas which is set to increase 
with the construction of a 
new pipeline.

Merkel also ad-

dressed repeated criti-
cism from Trump over 
Germany’s military 
spending, which is below 
the target level agreed by 
NATO members.

“Germany owes a lot 
to NATO,” Merkel added. 
“The fact that reuni ica-
tion has taken place also 
has a great deal to do 
with NATO, but Germany 
is also doing a great deal 
for NATO.

“We are the second 
largest provider of troops, 
we put most of our mili-
tary capabilities at the ser-
vice of NATO,” she said.

NATO members 
agreed in 2014 to aim to 
raise their annual military 
spending to the equiv-

alent of two per cent of 
gross domestic product.

Figures released from 
NATO yesterday showed 
Europe’s biggest econ-
omy spent just 1.24 per 
cent of GDP on defence, 
compared with 3.5 per 
cent for the US.

Under new plans, 
Germany has announced 
its intention to raise 
its defence spending 
by 80 per cent over the 
next decade. But Trump 
dismissed this as not 
enough this morning.

“These countries 
have to step it up, not 
over a 10-year period, 
they have to step it up 
immediately,” he said as 
he met with NATO chief 
Jens Stoltenberg.

“Germany is a rich 
country. They talk about 
that they can increase it 
a tiny bit by 2030. Well, 
they could increase it 
immediately tomorrow 
and have no problem. 
I don’t think it’s fair to 
the United States,” he 
added.

Angela Merkel fi res back at Trump: Germany
makes ‘independent decisions’

Top secular 
leader among 
20 killed in 
suicide blast 
at election 
rally in Pak
P , J  11 
(PTI): A senior secular 
leader of the Awami 
National Party (ANP) 
and 19 others were killed 
when a Taliban suicide 
bomber blew himself 
up in an election rally in 
Pakistan’s northwestern 
Peshawar city, the 
second terrorist attack 
on a political rally ahead 
of the July 25 general 
elections.

The powerful blast, 
which also injured 66 
people, took place shortly 
before midnight last night 
when ANP leader Haroon 
Bilour, who was contesting 
elections from PK-78 
constituency in Peshawar 
city, along with other party 
workers had gathered for 
a corner meeting in the 
congested Yakatoot area.
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ARIES: The fantasy world that you’ve 
built for yourself is a pleasure to be-
hold, Aries. People frolic in your world 
and have a grand time. Your presence 
delights people with pleasure. Today, 
however, this world may be threatened 
by harsh realities coming in the form 
of electronic information. This force is 
powerful and apt to be quite erratic and 
spontaneous. Be prepared to stand your 
ground.
TAURUS: It may be diffi  cult to stay 
grounded today with all the informa-
tion fl ying around and the emotions 
roiling in your heart. Try not to take 
things too seriously, Taurus. This is 
the key to maintaining a level head 
throughout the day. Do things with 
passion, and take care of any detective 
work that needs to be done. There are 
important facts coming to you from un-
expected sources.

GEMINI: You may get pushed around 
by two very powerful camps today, 
Gemini. Since you’re the kind, diplo-
matic, and sensitive one, you make the 
perfect target for more abrasive and 
opinionated people. You may want to 
side with the cold, hard facts present-
ed to you, although there’s a great deal 
of emotional power stirring the pot. 
Things may not be as clear as they 
seem at fi rst glance.
CANCER: You’re apt to trend a bit 
more on the wild side today, Cancer. 
There’s a wave of powerful energy 
working to give strength to your ego 
and self-confi dence. Use this boost to 
the best of your ability. You’ll need it. 
There is a strong, fact-oriented force 
working to combat your aims. You’ll 
fi nd that it’s equally powerful and 
stubborn. Cut through the fantasy and 
uncover the truth.

LEO: A good tactic for you today 
would be to convert your fears into 
motivation for positive action. There’s 
a great deal of energy at your disposal, 
Leo, so don’t waste it. Be aware that 
this is one of those times in which the 
smallest comment or insult could set 
off  a huge chain reaction of misin-
formation or battles. People are quite 
emotionally charged, so be careful 
where you step.
VIRGO: You’re likely to face con-
fl icting reports today, Virgo. Informa-
tion may be tainted with emotion, so 
be careful about going with the choice 
that shouts the loudest. You may be get-
ting secretly pigeonholed into a place 
where you don’t want to be. Heed the 
internal warnings you receive. This is 
a good day to do things passionately. 
Take care of any detective work that 
needs doing.

LIBRA: You may be seduced by fan-
tastic promises that off er wonderful 
things and fanciful rewards. But be-
ware of anything with lots of bells and 
whistles, Libra. There may be a great 
deal of talk but not much to substan-
tiate such wonderful claims. Don’t be 
surprised if people with intense emo-
tions are stepping up to put in their two 
cents about how you should run your 
life. Don’t forget who is boss.
SCORPIO: People are apt to be quite 
emotional when it comes to the ap-
pearance they wish to project today, 
Scorpio, so be careful where you step. 
It’s your job to see through the trendy 
makeup and fashion that hide the true 
personalities of the people who insist 
on wearing these masks. The key is not 
to be fooled by those who hide behind 
a facade built more by society than by 
themselves.

SAGITTARIUS: Sagittarius, don’t 
be surprised if some of your fantasies 
and dreams are put on trial today by a 
harsh force that cuts right to the truth 
of the matter. People are apt to be extra 
passionate about things. Most aren’t 
going to be impressed with Disney-es-
que plans. You can try your normal ap-
proach of simply ramming ahead with 
your plans, but a better approach might 
be to be more strategic.
CAPRICORN: You’ve reached an 
emotionally climactic point right now, 
Capricorn, and you could fi nd some 
harsh opposition coming at you for no 
apparent reason. There is a stubborn, 
strong, oppressive force today, and you 
should be aware that the more rigid 
your viewpoint, the harder it will be for 
any resolution at all. Compromise is an 
essential virtue of the day.
AQUARIUS: Be careful not to be too 

cavalier today, Aquarius. It would be 
wise to adopt a more serious tone than 
you normally would. You might be in-
clined to be careless with your words, 
but people are going to take you very 
literally. Make sure you say things that 
you actually mean. Your attention to 
fashion and pop culture may confl ict 
with a force that’s asking you to focus 
on things of deeper spiritual value.
PISCES: You have the sensitivity to 
pick up on what’s going on in every 
situation today, Pisces. What you’re 
apt to fi nd are powerful emotions 
coming into confl ict with extremely 
strong opinions. Welcome to the bat-
tle between the head and the heart. On 
this day you may be more apt to side 
with the heart. Realize that this arena is 
quite heated and that the forces at work 
are extremely stubborn.

MOVING ON! Selena Gomez awkwardly brushed 
off a reporter’s question about Justin Bieber’s 
engagement to Hailey Baldwin whilst out and 
about in New York on Tuesday.

The release of “Indiana 
Jones 5” has of icially 

been postponed for 2021. 
Disney pushed the ilm’s 
release by a year to July 9, 
2021, reports variety.com. 
Variety irst reported late 
last month that the Harrison 
Ford-starrer would miss its 
2020 launch date. The return 
of the action hero has been 
halted following issues with 
the script.

The studio also dated 
Dwayne Johnson’s “Jungle 
Cruise” for October 11, 2019, 
and slated Angelina Jolie’s 
“Male icent 2” for May 29, 
2020. Though Disney handed 
out a July 10, 2020 release 
date for the adventure last 
April but pushed to 2021.

Steven Spielberg is still 
attached to direct the ifth 
instalment in the “Indiana 
Jones” franchise, with 

Ford reprising his starring 
role. The feature is one of 
several franchise reboots 
commissioned by Disney 
since the studio giant 
purchased Lucas ilm.

Jonathan Kasdan, son 
of Lawrence Kasdan, who 

wrote the screenplay for 
“Raiders of the Lost Ark,” 
will join the project to draft 
a new script for the movie 
after original writer David 
Koepp left the feature to 
direct Blumhouse’s “You 
Should Have Left.”

Steven Spielberg who 
has helmed all the previous 
four instalments signed on to 
direct back in 2016. Harrison 
Ford will star in the title role 
once again, with Spielberg 
drawing from a script by 
David Koepp.

Indiana Jones 5 release postponed to 2021

Ajay Devgn will essay the eponymous role 
in “Chanakya”, a historical drama on mas-

ter economist and royal advisor to the irst 
Mauryan emperor Chandragupta. The ilm 
will be directed by Neeraj Pandey.

The 49-year-old actor, who will be 
collaborating with Pandey for the irst time, 
said he is excited to work with the director.

“I am truly looking forward to playing 
Chanakya. I’ve followed Neeraj Pandey’s 
work closely and I know Neeraj will tell this 
story with the clarity and passion with which 

it needs to be told,” Devgn said in a statement.
Pandey said “Chanakya” is a passion 

project on which he has been working on for 
a while.

“I have been developing this ilm on 
Chanakya for quite some time now. It’s an 
exciting work of passion for me, and I am sure 
the audiences will love Ajay in his portrayal of 
the visionary genius,” he said.

The ilm will be produced by Reliance 
Entertainment, Friday Filmworks and Plan C 
Studios.

Ajay Devgn to play title role in 
Neeraj Pandey’s ‘Chanakya’ Bruno Mars was forced to 

leave the stage following a 
ire scare during a concert in 

Glasgow on Tuesday evening. 
The Uptown Funk singer, 32, 
was performing at Glasgow 
Green when concertgoers 
say a pyrotechnic started a 
ire, leading the star to take a 

break from performing.
According to reports the 

stage caught ire due to a 
stray irework hitting the 
lighting rig.

One fan tweeted a picture 
of a safety message that 
lashed up on one of the giant 

screens at the outdoor venue.
It read: “This is a 

safety announcement. It 
is necessary to stop the 
show temporarily. Further 
information to follow.”

Along with the image, 
the fan wrote: “Bruno Mars 
is on FIRE [no, seriously... 
they’ve had to temporarily 
stop the show because of the 
ireworks ...] thanks to the 

team for extinguishing.”
Another eye-witness 

wrote on Twitter: 
“#BrunoMars con irms the 

stage went on ire here at 
Glasgow Green due to a 
pyrotechnic which forced a 
temporary pause in the show. 
He then sings ‘we burned the 
stage down in Glasgow’.”

One fan tweeted: “Lols 
@ BrunoMars singing ‘We 
burned the stage down 
in Glasgooooow’ after 
pyrotechnic mis ired and hit 
overhead lights.”

A spokesperson for 
promoter DF Concerts told 
The Sun: “During the Bruno 
Mars show, there was an 
incident involving one of 
the stage lights, meaning 
the show was stopped 
temporarily.

Thanks to the quick 
thinking of our stage team, 
who assessed the situation, 
this incident was quickly 
responded to, allowing the 
show to continue safely.”

Mars, 32, is set to 
perform in London later 
this week where he is due 
to play Barclaycard’s British 
Summer Time Festival on 
July 14. He is currently on his 
24K Magic World Tour.   

Kriti Sanon is de initely 
the most sought-after 

actress these days. After the 
huge success of Bareilly ki 
Bar i that released last year, 
Kriti is on cloud nine and is 
taking her own time to sign 
projects that impress her. No, 
we aren’t saying she’s being 
choosy with what she picks 
and signs but she’s consider-
ing the offers that come her 
way and giving her nod to the 
best ones.

When Times of India 
quizzed Kriti about her 
versatile choices when it 
comes to picking movies, the 
actress revealed, “It’s not that 
after BKB, I only want to do 
ilms that revolve around me. 

As a viewer, I like watching 
different kinds of cinema. So, 
as an actor, I have to cater to 
a variety of audience and not 
get stuck in a genre.” 

Ask her the reason she 

signed Housefull 4 and she 
said, “While I am doing 
comedies like Housefull 4 
and Arjun Patiala, I am also 
doing Panipat, which is my 
irst full-on period ilm. With 

Housefull 4, it is not so much 
about the script, as it is about 
being part of a hit franchise. 
It is a fun ilm that caters to a 
much larger audience, across 
different age groups.”

Guess working with 
Akshay Kumar and such a hit 
franchise was an important 
factor for her.

It’ll be interesting to see 
Kriti and Akshay’s on-screen 
romance for the irst time as 
she’s signed to play his love 
interest in Housefull 4. On 
the work front, Kriti has just 
wrapped up the shooting 
of Arjun Patiala, which also 
stars Diljit Dosanjh and Varun 
Sharma in pivotal roles.

Bruno Mars forced to fl ee 
the stage when fi re breaks 

out at Glasgow concert!

Kriti Sanon isn’t 
worried about 

Housefull 4 script…


