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SHIRISH B PRADHAN
K , J  4 (PTI): Over 250 Indian 
pilgrims were evacuated from Nepal’s moun-
tainous Hilsa region today, as authorities 
stepped up efforts to rescue those stranded 
there due to heavy rain while returning from 
the Kailash Mansarovar pilgrimage in Tibet.

Another 336 Indians were moved from 
Simikot to Surkhet and Nepalganj, an Indian 
Embassy of icial told PTI.

The mission was monitoring the situa-
tion in the Nepalganj-Simikot-Hilsa sector 
and taking all possible measures to evacuate 
all stranded Indian nationals and Indian-or-
igin people from the area.

“On the Hilsa-Simikot sector, helicopters 
made 50 sorties evacuating 250 people from 
Hilsa,” the of icial said.

While Hilsa is extremely infrastructure 
lean, Simikot has decent boarding, commu-
nication and medical facilities.

“Today, 17 lights, three Nepal Army 
choppers and one chartered small chopper 
operated during the day, evacuating 336 
Indians from Simikot to Surkhet and Nepal-
ganj,” the of icial said.

All people evacuated to Surkhet were 
provided buses to go to Nepalganj, a fairly 
big city with all modern facilities and three 
hours road connectivity to Lucknow.

Yesterday, around 250 of the over 1,500 
Indian pilgrims were evacuated from Hil-
sa near Tibet border. A total of 158 people 
were evacuated yesterday from Simikot to 
Nepalganj, bordering India.

“With a view to expediting the evacua-
tion process, the embassy is also exploring 
the possibility of hiring chartered helicop-
ters and operating them on various evacu-
ation routes subject to weather condition 
and willingness/ability of carrier to ply on 
these routes,” the Indian embassy said in a 

statement.
The embassy has set up a hotline for pil-

grims and their family members, which also 
comprises other language speaking staff 
for Tamil, Telugu, Kannada and Malayalam 
speakers.

One pilgrim had died on July 1 due to 
high altitude sickness in Simikot. Another 
person died in Tibet on Monday after suffer-
ing a heart attack, the of icial said.

Their bodies were brought by special 
helicopters to Kathmandu and Nepalganj 
respectively.

Tenzin Norbu Lama, the managing 
director of Sunny Travels and Treks, one 
of the major tour operators handling the 

Kailash Mansarovar Yatra, said Indian 
pilgrims were stranded as the air transport 
links were cut off due to bad weather 
but there were no problems in food and 
accommodation.

“However, mountain areas lack proper 
medical facilities in the event of pilgrims 
suffering from altitude sickness due to their 
prolonged stay in the region,” Lama was 
quoted as saying by the local media.

The pilgrimage to Kailash Mansarovar in 
Tibetan region of China is considered holy 
by Hindus, Buddhists and Jains. Every year, 
hundreds of Indians undertake the ‘yatra’ 
which involves trekking under inhospitable 
conditions.

250 stranded Indian Kailash Mansarovar
pilgrims evacuated from Hilsa

BIKASH CHETTRI
G , 04 J :

The irst edition of Akkar Sum-
mer Open Football Tourna-

ment of icially kicked off today 
at Jorethang playground in South 
Sikkim. 

Speaker, Sikkim Legislative As-
sembly, KN Rai was the chief guest 
of the inaugural function.

He was accompanied by Dep-

uty Speaker [SLA], Sonam Gyatso 
Lepcha and Health Minister, AK 
Ghatani.

Addressing the function, Mr 
Rai urged the gathering to stay 
united and come together to build 
a model society. He congratulated 
the organizers of the tournament 
for providing a platform to the 
budding talents of the State. 

He further appreciated all 

the people of Jorethang for co-
operating with the organizing 
committee. 

The irst match of the tourna-
ment was played between United 
Brother Kalimpong and Aakraman 
Gangtok wherein the former de-
feated the latter 3-2.

Rohit Ansari from Aakraman 
Gangtok was named man of the 
match.

First Akkar Summer Open
Football kicks off 

SUMMIT REPORT
G , 04 J :

A road mishap at Tanak 
Dara in South Sikkim 

on 13 Jul claimed the life 
of a 38-year-old woman. 

The vehicle reported-
ly skidded and fell 800FT 
below the road causing 
the death of the victim 
who was the only pas-
senger. 

The driver on the oth-
er hand is seriously in-
jured and was referred to 
Central Referral Hospital 
in Gangtok. 

Road mishap in South 
claims life of woman 

WB govt 
sounds alert 
in north 
Bengal 
following 
heavy rains
K , J  4 (PTI): 
The West Bengal govern-
ment today sounded an 
alert in the seven north 
Bengal districts following 
heavy rains in the region.

“District magistrates 
of seven districts of north 
Bengal have been asked 
to be on alert in the wake 
of heavy rains in the re-
gion,” the disaster man-
agement department 
sources said.

As per the directive 
of Chief Minister Mamata 
Banerjee, the DMs have 
been asked to coordinate 
with the of icials till the 
grass-roots level, a senior 
of icial said.

The sources said the 
Torsha river is lowing 
near the danger level but 
the situation is under 
control and the govern-
ment is keeping a tab on 
the situation.

The India Meteoro-
logical Department (IMD) 
sources said Coochbehar 
reported 78.6 mm in 24 
hours till 8.30 am today 
and Jalpaiguri 96.1 mm 
in the same period. The 
weatherman warned of 
heavy to very heavy rain-
fall in the north Bengal 
districts till tomorrow 
and heavy rains thereaf-
ter till Friday morning.

Approval to Rs 200 
per quintal hike 
in MSP for paddy 
historic betrayal 
by govt: Farmers 
organisation
N  D , J  4 (PTI): The All 
India Kisan Sabha (AIKS) today 
termed the Centre’s decision to hike 
the minimum support price for pad-

dy by Rs 200 per quintal a “historical 
betrayal” and accused the BJP-led 
NDA government of “hoodwinking” 
farmers with an eye on the 2019 Lok 
Sabha elections.

The decision, taken by the Cabi-
net Committee on Economic Affairs 
(CCEA) headed by Prime Minister Na-
rendra Modi, comes less than a year 
before the next general elections.

The previous highest hike in 
paddy MSP was Rs 170 a quintal in 
the 2012-13 crop year. In the last 
four years, the NDA government has 
raised the paddy MSP between Rs 

50-80 per quintal.
The AIKS, in a statement, said 

that though Modi and the BJP had 
generated high hopes and got the 
support of farmers in the 2014 elec-
tions they betrayed the peasantry.

They promised implementation 
of the Swaminathan Commission’s 
recommendations of ixing MSP ac-
cording to the C2+50 per cent for-
mula, but they announced the MSP 
based on A2+FL costs instead of the 
promised more comprehensive C2 
costs, the farmers body said.

The Swaminathan Commission 

has suggested that MSPs be ixed on 
the basis of a comprehensive measure 
of cultivation costs that includes the 
imputed cost of capital and the rent 
on the land (called C2) to give farmers 
50 per cent returns, rather than a nar-
rower measure that takes into account 
the costs incurred by the farmer and 
the value of family labour (A2+FL).

“It actually is a historic betrayal 
of the promise made to farmers of 
ixing MSP at a level of at least 150 

per cent of the C2 cost of production. 
Four years of the BJP government 
has passed without doing anything 

for farmers and they are now seek-
ing to hoodwink farmers by making 
an aggressive campaign on the eve of 
ithe mpending elections,” the AIKS 
said in a statement.

The farmers organisation also al-
leged that the government has also 
not taken up any step to ensure as-
sured procurement, without which 
the peasants will not bene it.

“The BJP government’s tall claim 
that the decision on Kharif MSP is 
‘historic’, falls lat when one com-
pares the actual promise and the gap 
between A2+FL and C2 costs, it said.
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Sherpa 
community 
being 
suppressed 
alleges HSP
SUMMIT REPORT
G , 04 J :

Hamro Sikkim Party 
[HSP] vice president, 

Ran Bahadur Subba, to-
day issued a press state-
ment regarding the bill 
on regulation of transfer 
of land passed by the As-
sembly recently. 

He has said that the 
government took the 
decision without taking 
the public’s suggestions 
on a sensitive subject 
like buying and selling of 
land.

Mr Subba has alleged 
that as per the bill, 
other communities can 
buy Sherpa land but 
Sherpas cannot buy 
land belonging to other 
communities. 

“I request the State 
government not to sup-
press the Sherpa com-
munity and amend the 
bill,” he has said. 

SUMMIT REPORT
G , 04 J :

Department of Horticulture 
and Cash Crop Develop-

ment conducted a training pro-
gramme on cardamom planta-
tion under Krishi Kalyan Abhi-
yan at Buriakhop in West Sikkim 

today, a press release informs. 
The programme was chaired 

by Panchayat President, TM Gu-
rung and of icer-in-charge, NITI 
Aayog, Government of India, Jin-
tu Das.

More than 100 progressive 
farmers participated in the 

programme. 
Mr Das in his address talk-

ed about the implementation of 
Krishi Kalyan Abhiyan by NITI 
Aayog in West Sikkim.

Deputy Directors (Horticul-
ture and Agriculture Depart-
ments) highlighted different 

schemes of the department 
further creating awareness on 
distribution of seeds, saplings 
and inputs under Krishi Kalyan 
Abhiyan. 

Cardamom saplings were 
also distributed to the attendees.

Training on cardamom plantation
for farmers at Buriakhop 

SUMMIT REPORT
G , 04 J :

A daylong programme on kitchen 
gardening was organized by Krishi 

Vigyan Kendra, West Sikkim under Kri-
shi Kalyan Abhiyan at Tikpur in West 
Sikkim today.

The programme was attended by 

Joint Director, National Institution for 
Transforming India [NITI Aayog], Jitu 
Das, panchayat president, panchayat 
members, of icials from Agriculture 
Department and KVK of icials. 

The programme was also attended 
by 64 progressive farmers from Tikpur, 
a press release informs. 

KVK West conducts kitchen
gardening prog at Tikpur  

SUMMIT REPORT
N , 04 J :

As part of the Systematic Voters’ Ed-
ucation and Electoral Participation 

[SVEEP] programme, District Election 
Of ice, South Sikkim has formulated an 
annual calendar for Electoral Literacy 
Club (ELC) activities, a press release 
from Election Department, South Sik-
kim informs. 

As part of the ELC activities, an 
awareness drive was conducted at 
Mamley Kamrang today. 

Self Help Groups [SHGs] and Ac-
credited Social Health Activists [ASHAs] 
members were invited to participate in 
the programme.  

Jyoti SHG from Lower Mamley, Tul-
si SHG from Upper Mamley and ASHA 
workers from the area participated in 
the programme.

Block Level Of icers, Bijay Prad-
han and Pinky Bhutia conducted the 
programme with active support from 
panchayat members and local of icials, 
reads the release. 

South Election Of ice conducts
awareness prgramme 

for women 

G , J  4 (PTI): 
The overall lood situa-
tion in Assam deterio-
rated today with nearly 
50,000 people reeling 
under the deluge in ive 
districts of the state, a 
report of the Assam State 
Disaster Management 
Authority (ASDMA) said 
today.

According to the ASD-
MA, over 40,900 people 
are affected at present 
in Dhemaji, Lakhimpur, 
Barpeta, Dibrugarh and 
Karimganj districts.

Yesterday, nearly 
26,000 people were af-
fected by the lood in 
the three districts of the 
state and 36 villages 
were under water.

As per the ASDMA re-
port issued, Lakhimpur 
is the worst affected with 
over 25,000 people af-

fected, followed by Dhe-
maji with almost 12,000 
people affected in the 
deluge.

The death toll in the 
lood stood at 32 with no 

fresh casualty being re-
ported.

Currently, 56 villag-
es are under water and 
2,729 hectares of crop 
areas have been dam-
aged, the ASDMA said.

The ASDMA said au-
thorities are running sev-
en relief camps and dis-
tribution centres, where 
21 people are taking 
shelter at the moment.

Currently, the Brahma-
putra river at Nimatighat 
in Jorhat, Jia Bharali river 
at NT Road Crossing in 
Sonitpur and Puthimari at 
NH Road Crossing in Kam-
rup are lowing above the 
danger mark.

Assam
lood situation 
deteriorates
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Gangtok on 
Thursday, 

05 July
Temp: 24°C/16°C
Forecast: Cloudy, 
cooler; a thunder-
shower in spots in 
the morning, then 
a passing shower.
Sunrise: 04:45 AM
Sunset: 6:34 PM

GOVERNMENT OF SIKKIM
DEPARTMENT OF SPORTS & YOUTH AFFAIRS

NOTICE INVITING TENDER
N.I.T. NO.:       DATED:

For and on behalf of the Governor of Sikkim, Assistant Engineer, Sports 
and Youth Aff airs Department invites sealed tenders from the eligible con-
tractors of appropriate class, of the state for the work listed under:-

SL.
NO.

NAME OF 
WORK

VALUE PUT TO 
TENDER RS.

COM
PLETION 
TIME, IN 
MONTHS

AMOUNT 
OF BANK 
RECEIPT 

FOR COST 
OF TEN

DER DOC
UMENTS 

RS.

AMOUNT 
OF EARNEST 

MONEY 
2.50% 

FOR ISSUE 
OF TENDER 
FORM RS.

1. Construc  on 
of public 
playground 
at Begha, 
West Sikkim.

Rs.15,23,768/- 06(six) Rs.2000/- Rs.38094/-

Interested fi rms may apply in writing to obtain the Tender form from the of-
fi ce of the Assistant Engineer, Sports & Youth Aff airs Department, Whitehall, 
Gangtok. Application should be accompanied with the following documents:

* Valid contractor enlistment.
* Income Tax, Sales Tax clearance certifi cates.
* Bank Receipt.

TIME SCHEDULE:
1. Date for submission of application with Bank Receipt 11/07/2018 upto 

1500 hrs. For issue of Tender Documents (excluding the Tender Form).
2. Date of issue of Tender Form: 12/07/2018 upto 13/07/2018 1500 hrs.
3. Date and Time for submission of Tender upto 23/07/2018 1200 hrs.
4. Date and Time of opening of Tender 23/07/2018 upto 1300 hrs.
The department reserves the right to accept or reject any or all tenders with-
out assigning any reason thereof.
NOTE: Competitive bidders should be within the jurisdiction of the 
Gram Panchayat unit where the work is to be executed.
Head of account for Bank receipt:- 0202-03-800-01- misc.receipt.

SYA
Sd/- ASSISTANT ENGINEER

SPORTS AND YOUTH AFFAIRS DEPARTMENT.
R.O. 172/ipr/pub/classi./18-19 dt. 3.7.2018

SUMMIT REPORT
G , 04 J :

Board of Control for 
Cricket in India 

(BCCI) conducted an 
orientation cum sensi-
tization programme on 
inance for cricket asso-

ciations of the Northeast 
States on 02 Jul at Guwa-
hati in Assam, a press re-
lease informs.

Sikkim Cricket Asso-
ciation [SCA] was rep-
resented by Internal 
Auditor, Roshan Prasad, 
North District Cricket As-
sociation treasurer, Ramji 
Prasad and accounts sup-
port staff, Krishna Subba. 

BCCI chief inancial 
of icer, Santosh Rang-
nekar started the pro-

gram with a brief intro-
duction and understand-
ing of background and 

inancial controls. 
BCCI inance team 

members, Anand Utta-

mani, Rochit Mehrotra 
and Nikhil Khanna gave 
sessions on nature of 

payments, taxation, in-
frastructure subsidy, in-
vestment strategy, and 
expenditure by the as-
sociation, and process/
mechanism of claiming 
from BCCI, which needs 
to be implemented in all 
the Cricket Associations 
in Northeast States. 

The team made all 
the Northeast States as-
sociations understand 
the inance/taxation 
process and requested 
that professional staff be 
appointed for handling 
such matters. They fur-
ther stated that account-
ing system and software 
should be used and main-
tained as per accounting 
principles. 

SCA of icials attend BCCI’s orientation
programme on inance

Int’l journal 
publishes SU 
research on 
antibiotic 
resistance 
in children
SUMMIT REPORT
G , 04 J :

Sikkim University’s Dr 
Hare Krishna Tiwari 

and research scholar, 
Ashish Kumar Singh’s 
work on ‘Prevalence of 
Antibiotic Resistance in 
Commensal Escherichia 
coli among the children 
in Rural Hill Communi-
ties of North East India’ 
has been published in 
the international journal 
PLOS ONE on 18 Jun, a 
press release informs. 

The duo had designed 
a research work in col-
laboration with Rural 
Management and De-
velopment Department, 
Government of Sikkim to 
assess the antimicrobial 
resistance burden in chil-
dren and to ind out the 
probable causes. 

During the research, 
550 pre and post- school 
going students of rural 
areas of Sikkim were in-
vestigated for the pres-
ence of antimicrobial- re-
sistant bacteria in their 
stool samples. 

Mothers were also 
interviewed about the 
use of antibiotics in their 
daily life. 

Dr Tiwari and his 
team found out that 80- 
90% of bacteria showed 
resistance to common 
antibiotics like Ampicil-
lin, Amoxycillin, Cefoxi-
tin and Ceftazidime. The 
bacteria from the female 
children were found to 
be more resistant than 
the male children. Chil-
dren from nuclear fam-
ilies were more prone 
to carry antibiotic- re-
sistant bacteria than the 
joint families. 

Interestingly, moth-
ers’ education was also 
found to have played an 
important role in the 
spread of antibiotic resis-
tance as children of grad-
uate mothers showed 
less resistance compared 
to the children whose 
mothers had education 
up to the higher second-
ary level. 

N , J  4 (PTI): In a unique 
ruling, the Uttarakhand High Court 
today accorded the status of “le-
gal person or entity” to animals in 
the state, saying “they have a dis-
tinct persona with corresponding 
rights, duties and liabilities of a 
living person.”

A division bench of justices 
Rajiv Sharma and Lokpal Singh be-
stowed the unique status on ani-
mal kingdom while issuing a series 
of directions to prevent cruelty 
against animals.

...to protect and promote great-
er welfare of animals including 
avian and aquatic, animals are 
required to be conferred with the 
status of legal entity/ legal per-
son,” the bench said.

The entire animal kingdom, in-
cluding avian and aquatic ones, are 
declared as legal entities having a 
distinct persona with correspond-
ing rights, duties and liabilities 
of a living person. All the citizens 
throughout the state of Uttara-
khand are hereby declared per-
sons in loco parentis as the human 
face for the welfare/protection of 
animals, it added.

The court also declared all Ut-

tarakhand natives the guardians of 
animals and endowed them with 
the duty to ensure their welfare 
and protection.

In common law jurisprudence, 
there are two types of persons - 
natural persons or human beings 
and arti icial person, which are 
also known as juristic persons, ju-
ridical entity or a legal person oth-
er than a natural person.

Legal or juristic persons are 
created by law and recognized as 
a legal entity, having distinct iden-
tity, legal personality and besides 
duties and rights. They include 
private business irm or entity, 
non-governmental or government 
organisations, trusts and societies, 
besides others.

The division bench also gave 
directions ranging from the 
amount of load allowed to be 
pulled by various animals in ac-
cordance with the kind of carriage 
being pulled to the amount of rid-
ers per carriage.

Further banning the use of 
spike or other sharp tackle or 
equipment on the animal, the 
court also directed the state gov-
ernment to ensure that if tempera-

ture exceeds 37 C or drops below 5 
C, no person be permitted to keep 
in harness any animal used for the 
purpose of drawing vehicles.

The court also went into the as-
pect of animal safety, highlighting 
the need for luorescent re lectors 
in carriages and animals, certi i-
cates of unladen weight of vehi-
cles, compulsory shelter of suit-
able size for horses, bullocks and 
stray cattle and a direction to the 
veterinary doctors of Uttarakhand 
to treat any stray animals brought 
to them or by visiting them.

The court said as the carts driv-
en by animals have no mechanical 
devices, animal-drawn carriages 
have to be given Right of Way over 
other vehicles.

The order came on a public in-
terest lawsuit seeking restrictions 
on the movement of horse-drawn 
carts between Indian and Nepal 
through Banbasa.

It was also prayed for in the PIL 
that there should be provisions for 
vaccination, medical checkup of 
the horses for suspected infections 
before entering into the Indian ter-
ritory from Nepal and for regulat-
ing traf ic in the border areas.

Uttarakhand HC declares animals
to be ‘legal persons’

N , J  4 (PTI): 
In a unique ruling, the 
Uttarakhand High Court 
today accorded the sta-
tus of “legal person or 
entity” to animals in the 
state, saying “they have 
a distinct persona with 
corresponding rights, 
duties and liabilities of a 
living person.”

A division bench of 
justices Rajiv Sharma 
and Lokpal Singh be-
stowed the unique status 
on animal kingdom while 
issuing a series of direc-
tions to prevent cruelty 
against animals.

...to protect and pro-
mote greater welfare of 
animals including avian 
and aquatic, animals are 
required to be conferred 
with the status of legal 
entity/ legal person,” the 
bench said.

The entire animal 
kingdom, including avi-
an and aquatic ones, are 
declared as legal entities 
having a distinct perso-
na with corresponding 
rights, duties and liabili-
ties of a living person. All 
the citizens throughout 
the state of Uttarakhand 
are hereby declared per-
sons in loco parentis as 
the human face for the 
welfare/protection of an-
imals, it added.

The court also declared 
all Uttarakhand natives the 
guardians of animals and 
endowed them with the 
duty to ensure their wel-
fare and protection.

In common law juris-
prudence, there are two 
types of persons - natural 
persons or human beings 
and arti icial person, which 
are also known as juristic 
persons, juridical entity or 
a legal person other than a 
natural person.

Legal or juristic per-
sons are created by law 
and recognized as a le-
gal entity, having distinct 
identity, legal personality 
and besides duties and 

rights. They include pri-
vate business irm or en-
tity, non-governmental 
or government organisa-
tions, trusts and societ-
ies, besides others.

The division bench also 
gave directions ranging 
from the amount of load al-
lowed to be pulled by vari-
ous animals in accordance 
with the kind of carriage 
being pulled to the amount 
of riders per carriage.

Further banning the 
use of spike or other sharp 
tackle or equipment on 
the animal, the court also 
directed the state gov-
ernment to ensure that if 
temperature exceeds 37 
C or drops below 5 C, no 
person be permitted to 
keep in harness any ani-
mal used for the purpose 
of drawing vehicles.

The court also went 
into the aspect of animal 
safety, highlighting the 
need for luorescent re-
lectors in carriages and 

animals, certi icates of 
unladen weight of vehi-
cles, compulsory shelter 
of suitable size for hors-
es, bullocks and stray 
cattle and a direction to 
the veterinary doctors of 
Uttarakhand to treat any 
stray animals brought to 
them or by visiting them.

The court said as the 
carts driven by animals 
have no mechanical devic-
es, animal-drawn carriages 
have to be given Right of 
Way over other vehicles.

The order came on 
a public interest lawsuit 
seeking restrictions on the 
movement of horse-drawn 
carts between Indian and 
Nepal through Banbasa.

It was also prayed 
for in the PIL that there 
should be provisions 
for vaccination, medical 
checkup of the horses for 
suspected infections be-
fore entering into the In-
dian territory from Nepal 
and for regulating traf ic 
in the border areas.

Uttarakhand HC 
declares animals to 
be ‘legal persons’

NIRMAL MANGER
G , J  4: Senior jour-
nalist Anita Niraula was con-
ferred with Dr Shova Kanti 
Thegim Smirti Puraskar for her 
book “ Black and White: Sikkim 
bhitra ka Sangeetkar Haru” to-
day here at Nepali Sahitya Pari-
sad bhawan, Gangtok.

The function is annually or-

ganised on July 4 in memory of 
late Dr Shova Kanti Thegim.

The Chief Guest of today’s 
function was Padmashree Sanu 
Lama while the guest of honor 
was the veteran musician Shanti 
Thatal

The award comprised a cash 
prize of Rs 25000, shawl and a 
citation.

Anita Niruala in her address 
thanked the award Committee 
for selecting and honouring her 
work.

She said it took almost three 
years for her to carry out a re-
search and write a book.

Meanwhile Chunilal Ghi-
mirey presented the introduc-
tion of Anita Niraula.

The Chief Guest Sanu Lama 
in his address remembered 
Thegim as one the powerful 
writers of her time.

Earlier, the President of Dr 
Shova Kanti Thegim Memorial 
Trust, Dup Tshering Lepcha an-
nounced that the trust would 
also felicitate artistes and the 
musicians from next year.

Journalist Anita Niraula conferred with 
Dr. Shova Kanti Thegim Smriti Puraskar
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WRITE US: Readers are in-
vited to comment on, criticise, 
run down, even appreciate 
if they like something in this 
paper. Letters carrying abu-
sive/ indecorous language 
and personal attacks, except 
when against people respon-
sible in this newspaper (who 
are fair game), will have to be 
ignored. Letters which carry 
forward a conversation or ini-
tiate a dialogue will command 
immediate attention and re-
ceive prominence.  Mail us at: 
letters@summittimes.com

History Lessons for All
Sikkim’s history should not be 

just for the State to study

History, they say is always written by the victor 
who decides which portions of the vanquished 

histories suit his plans and which bits are best left 
untold. The same has held true for the history taught 
in schools in India. The curriculum is embarrassingly 
North India-centric, so much so that even though stu-
dents learn by rote the names of all those who made it 
emperor in the Slave Dynasty, ask them about what the 
northeast was up to in the meantime and they draw 
a blank, a complete blank. It is accepted that prior to 
the advent of the East India Company, the region was 
a collection of one empire and several kingdoms and 
princely states, each with its own intrigues and their 
own histories. But those stories are not included in the 
History of India textbooks. 

So, the history we learn in school is actually the 
composite histories of the areas which came togeth-
er to form the Union of India in 1947 and later? Well, 
not really. The focus is too limited to the areas which 
either the British researched in some detail or were 
studied some more by later-day historians. It is un-
fortunate that the number of pages devoted in history 
text books to particular areas is directly proportional 
to the number of MPs that area has. 

But that’s not history. It is only part of the narrative.
The blind-spotting of areas that got cut off with 

partition is even worse. The Muslim League for exam-
ple was a part of the Indian Freedom Struggle and the 
demand for the creation of Pakistan came much after 
the movement had already gathered critical mass. 
We, however, read very little of the role played by this 
group in the Struggle for Independence save reading 
about them as the organization that forced the Parti-
tion. Icons like Subhas Chandra Bose and Bhagat Singh 
too are glossed over. But that’s another debate.

Before progressing further, it is important to make 
clear why we study history in the irst place - to get a 
better understanding of where we belong - where we 
it into the larger scheme of things, where we come 

from and how we arrived where we are today. There 
has been much talk about making Sikkim join the 
mainstream which is why it is not enough to just study 
Sikkimese history in schools in Sikkim [which would 
still be a good place to begin]. Sikkim needs to igure 
in the history books studied elsewhere in the coun-
try. In junior school, students learn of what Confucius 
meant to China even before they are taught when and 
how Sikkim joined India. One is not suggesting that 
the State become even more parochial and force Local 
even in the curriculum, but Sikkim does have a his-
tory that’s worth learning. Few dynasties have ruled 
for the three hundred years that the Namgyal dynasty 
has to its credit [the British rule which hogs the his-
tory books lasted less than a hundred years]. Surely 
the British intrigues vis a vis Tibet should make for 
interesting reading, as should the Nepali adventures 
in Sikkim in the 18th century. If kids can learn of the 
distant Great Wall of China, why can’t the story of the 
Lepcha tower of pots be told to them; maybe not as 
history, but at least as more than a myth. And would 
the Lepcha rebellions launched from Eastern Nepal or 
the stand they took based out of Kalimpong make for 
some interesting chapters?

It might not be out of place to even suggest here 
that Sikkim should prepare at least two chapters on 
Sikkimese history to it into text books for schools all 
over the country and take it to the Centre for whetting 
by the text book boards for inclusion in the syllabi. The 
country remains endlessly occupied with rewriting its 
History textbooks anyway, why not slip Sikkim in too.
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LUIS GÓMEZ ROMERO
theconversation.com

Mexico’s next president 
will be Andrés Manuel 

López Obrador, a former Mex-
ico City mayor and outspoken 
critic of the political establish-
ment both in Mexico and the 
United States. The 64-year-old 
leftist, who had for months led 
a crowded presidential ield, 
beat three competitors on July 
1 to triumph in his third pres-
idential bid.

López Obrador won 53 
percent of the vote, according 
to the latest of icial count. His 
closest contender, Ricardo Anaya – who formed an 
unusual right-left alliance late last year in a futile 
attempt to overtake López Obrador – earned 25 
percent of votes.

Just 16 percent of voters chose the ruling party 
candidate, José Antonio Meade, of the Revolution-
ary Institutional Party.

With 18,000 other public of ices up for election, 
from mayors to senators, this was Mexico’s biggest 
and most expensive election ever.

It was also the most violent in Mexico’s modern 
history. At least 136 candidates and political oper-
atives were killed on the campaign trail, apparently 
assassinated by organized crime groups seeking to 
maintain their grip on power.

MANY UNKNOWNS
In his victory speech, López Obrador promised 
Mexicans, whose disgust at politics as usual pro-
pelled this career outsider into the presidency, 
that he would “transform” their country. He would 
govern “for the good of everyone,” he said, “starting 
with the poor.”

The four presidential candidates argued over 
many issues, including how to tackle Mexico’s re-
cord-high violence and systemic inequality.

Many of López Obrador’s lofty campaign com-
mitments, which include giving amnesty to drug 
kingpins and rooting out political corruption, re-
main short on speci ic details.

It is unclear, for example, how his government 
will pay for all the social programs he has prom-
ised, or what its stance on social issues like abor-
tion will be considering that his Morena party 
aligned with the right-wing Social Encounter party 
to build its electoral coalition.

MEXICO AND IMMIGRATION
One thing was clear by the end of the campaign, 
which coincided with a new Trump administration 
policy of criminally prosecuting all migrants who 
cross the U.S.-Mexico border: Mexico would no lon-
ger help enforce the immigration laws of its neigh-
bor to the north.

President-elect López Obrador has called the 
U.S. policy of separating migrant families “arro-
gant, racist and inhuman.”

Despite Trump’s repeated claims that Mexico 
does “nothing” to stop Central American migrants 
from reaching the United States, Mexico has been a 

proactive partner in U.S. immigration enforcement.
Outgoing President Peña Nieto, who was con-

stitutionally prohibited from seeking re-election, 
accepted US$90 million in American funding to 
launch the Southern Border Program in 2014, 
aimed at deterring migration across Mexico’s bor-
der with Guatemala and apprehending migrants 
who journey through the country.

Mexican deportations of Central Americans 
traveling to the U.S. – primarily Guatemalans, 
Hondurans and Salvadorans – soon doubled, from 
78,733 in 2013 to 176,726 in 2015. During the 
same period, U.S. border agents detained half as 
many Central American migrants at the border.

THE CHANGING FACE OF MIGRATION
Migration patterns in the region have changed rad-
ically in recent decades.

The number of Mexicans apprehended crossing 
illegally into the U.S. has plummeted, from more 
than 1.6 million in 2000 to 130,000 last year. More 
Mexicans are now leaving the U.S. than arriving.

Central Americans, driven by pervasive vio-
lence and poverty, currently make up the bulk of 
people who cross the U.S.-Mexico border. In 2017, 
U.S. Border Patrol agents there arrested 303,916 
migrants. Just over half of them – 162,891 people 
– were from Guatemala, Honduras and El Salvador.

Mexico has thus become a major transit coun-
try for migrants.

It is also, increasingly, their inal destination. 
Mexico saw 12,700 asylum requests from Central 
American refugees in 2017, up from 8,800 in 2016 
and 3,400 in 2015. Only the U.S. received more 
Central American asylum-seekers, according to the 
United Nations Refugee Agency. 

NOBODY’S PIÑATA
An early critic of President Peña Nieto’s policy of 
arresting and deporting Central Americans, López 
Obrador accused the Mexican government of com-
mitting human rights violations against migrants.

As president, López Obrador will still “pay spe-
cial attention” to Mexico’s southern border, he says. 
But his government will no longer do the U.S.‘s im-
migration “dirty work.”

López Obrador wants Mexico to respect exist-
ing laws that protect the human rights of migrants. 
The Mexican Constitution has guaranteed that asy-
lum-seekers can ind refuge in its borders since 
2016.

THE HIGH COST OF AP-
PEASING TRUMP

In his irst interview as presi-
dent-elect, aired on July 2, López 
Obrador thanked President 
Trump for a congratulatory 
tweet posted on election night.

He also said he “will not 
ight” Trump. Mexico will re-

spect the American govern-
ment, López Obrador said, be-
cause it expects respect from 
the U.S.

Actually getting that re-
spect may be tough, as his 
predecessor learned the hard 
way. In August 2016, Presi-

dent Peña Nieto’s advisers invited Trump, whose 
2016 campaign was fueled by promises to build a 
“big, fat, beautiful” border wall, to come to Mexico.

During Trump’s visit, Peña Nieto emphasized 
his country’s contribution to U.S. immigration en-
forcement. The border, Peña Nieto said to a sub-
dued Trump, represents a “shared challenge” and 
a “great humanitarian crisis.”

Trump later ridiculed his Mexican counterpart, 
insisting that the U.S. needed a border wall.

“They don’t know it yet,” he told supporters at 
an Arizona rally, “but they’re going to pay for it.”

Peña Nieto never recovered from this diplomat-
ic disaster. Almost 90 percent of Mexican citizens 
said they were offended by Trump’s visit and by 
their president’s submissive behavior. Peña Nieto’s 
approval rating plunged to below 25 percent and 
stayed there.

His Revolutionary Institutional Party, or PRI, 
paid the price in this election. Candidate José An-
tonio Meade inished in third place, and the PRI 
lost eight senate seats and eight governor’s races. 
It may lose several more seats that are still being 
contested.

ANOTHER MEXICAN REVOLUTION
López Obrador bene ited from Peña Nieto’s 
mistakes.

His young Morena party, which was founded in 
2014, won a legislative majority on July 1. Its candi-
date for mayor of Mexico City, Claudia Sheinbaum, 
also won. She will be the irst woman elected to 
lead the Mexican capital.

López Obrador’s self-aggrandizement has some 
Mexican political onlookers worried. He sold him-
self to voters as a revolutionary igure, saying his 
presidency will be the latest phase in Mexico’s 200-
year progressive political transformation, which 
began with winning independence from Spain, in 
1821, continued in the 1850s with the War of Re-
form, which consolidated republican liberalism in 
Mexico, and expanded during the 1910 Mexican 
Revolution. Mexico is entering a new era, as is the 
U.S.-Mexico relationship. But no one – probably not 
even Mexico’s future president – knows quite what 
that means.

[the writer is Senior Lecturer in Hu-
man Rights, Constitutional Law and Le-

gal Theory, University of Wollongong]

NEIL DAGNALL & KEN 
DRINKWATER
theconversation.com

The number 13, black cats, 
breaking mirrors, or walk-

ing under ladders, may all be 
things you actively avoid – if 
you’re anything like the 25% of 
people in the US who consider 
themselves superstitious.

Even if you don’t consider 
yourself a particularly super-
stitious person, you probably 
say “bless you” when some-
one sneezes, just in case the 
devil should decide to steal 
their soul – as our ancestors 
thought possible during a 
sneeze.

Superstition also explains 
why many buildings do not 
have a 13th loor – prefer-
ring to label it 14, 14A 12B 
or M (the 13th letter of the 
alphabet) on elevator button 
panels because of concerns 
about superstitious tenants. 
Indeed, 13% of people in one 
survey indicated that staying 
on the 13th loor of a hotel 
would bother them – and 9% 
said they would ask for a dif-
ferent room.

On top of this, some air-
lines such as Air France and 
Lufthansa, do not have a 13th 
row. Lufthansa also has no 
17th row – because in some 
countries – such as Italy and 
Brazil – the typical unlucky 

number is 17 and not 13.
WHAT IS SUPERSTITION?

Although there is no single 
de inition of superstition, it 
generally means a belief in 
supernatural forces – such as 
fate – the desire to in luence 
unpredictable factors and a 
need to resolve uncertainty. 
In this way then, individual 
beliefs and experiences drive 
superstitions, which explains 
why they are generally irra-
tional and often defy current 
scienti ic wisdom.

Psychologists who have 
investigated what role su-
perstitions play, have found 
that they derive from the 
assumption that a connec-
tion exists between co-oc-
curring, non-related events. 
For instance, the notion that 

charms promote good luck, 
or protect you from bad luck. 

For many people, engaging 
with superstitious behaviours 
provides a sense of control 
and reduces anxiety – which 
is why levels of superstition 
increase at times of stress 
and angst. This is particularly 
the case during times of eco-
nomic crisis and social un-
certainty – notably wars and 
con licts. Indeed, Researchers 
have observed how in Germa-
ny between 1918 and 1940 
measures of economic threat 
correlated directly with mea-
sures of superstition.

TOUCH WOOD
Superstitious beliefs have 
been shown to help promote 
a positive mental attitude. 
Although they can lead to 

irrational decisions, such as 
trusting in the merits of good 
luck and destiny rather than 
sound decision making.

Carrying charms, wear-
ing certain clothes, visiting 
places associated with good 
fortune, preferring speci ic 
colours and using particular 
numbers are all elements of 
superstition. And although 
these behaviours and actions 
can appear trivial, for some 
people, they can often af-
fect choices made in the real 
world. 

Superstitions can also 
give rise to the notion that 
objects and places are 
cursed. Such as the Anna-
belle the Doll – who featured 
in The Conjuring and two 
other movies – and is said to 

be inhabited by the spirit of a 
dead girl. A more traditional 
illustration is the Curse of 
the Pharaohs, which is said 
to be cast upon any person 
who disturbs the mummy of 
an Ancient Egyptian person – 
especially a pharaoh.

Numbers themselves can 
also often be associated with 
curses. For example, the ig-
ure 666 in a licence plate is 
often featured in stories of 
misfortune. The most famous 
case was the numberplate 
“ARK 666Y”, which is believed 
to have caused mysterious 
vehicle ires and “bad vibes” 
for passengers.
SPORTING SUPERSTITIONS
Superstition is also highly 
prevalent within sport – es-
pecially in highly competi-
tive situations. Four out of 
ive professional athletes re-

port engaging with at least 
one superstitious behaviour 
prior to performance. With-
in sport, superstitions have 
been shown to reduce ten-
sion and provide a sense of 
control over unpredictable, 
chance factors.

Superstitions practices 
tend to vary across sports, 
but there are similarities. 
Within football, gymnastics 
and athletics, for example, 
competitors reported pray-

Mexico elects a leftist president
who welcomes migrants

The science of superstition – and why
people believe in the unbelievable
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NeighbourhoodWATCH

GOVERNMENT OF SIKKIM
OFFICE OF THE DIRECTOR, KNP/KBR/HZP/ECOTOURISM

FOREST, ENVIRONMENT & WILDLIFE MANAGEMENT DEPARTMENT
No.53/HZP/FEWMD.        Date:03/07/2018

SHORT NOTICE INVITING TENDER
Sealed quotations are invited from interested registered suppliers for supply of veterinary med-

icines with valid License to supply medicines, vitamins, supplements and clinical accessories for 
captive animals to the Himalayan Zoological Park, Gangtok w.e.f 1st September, 2018 to 31st August 
2021, i.e. for three years.
1.  DETAILS OF TENDER

NAME OF 
ITEMS.

TDR, 
EARNEST 
MONEY (IN 

RS.)

DATE, TIME & PLACE 
FOR OBTAINING 

QUOTATION FORM.

DATE, TIME & 
PLACE FOR 

SUBMISSION OF 
SEALED QUOTA-

TION.

DATE, TIME & 
PLACE FOR 
OPENING OF 

SEALED QUO-
TATIONS.

1 2 3 4 5
Supply of 
Veterinary 
medicine 
and Clinical 
accessories

30,000/- 2nd July to 11th July 2018 
except Govt. holiday 
from 11:00am to 3:30 
pm from the offi  ce of the 
director, HZP, FEWMD, 
Deorali, Gangtok.

30th July, 2018 from 
11:00 am to 1:00 
pm in the offi  ce of 
the Director, HZP, 
FEWMD, Deorali, 
Gangtok.

30th July 2018 
at 2:30 pm in 
the Tragopan 
Meeting Hall, for-
est Secretariat, 
Deorali.

2. Tender form consisting the details of veterinary medicine, vitamins, supplements and clin-
ical accessories can be obtained on production of non-refundable counterfoil of money depos-
it slip of Rs.3000/-(Rupees Three Thousand only) credited in favour of Saving Bank Account 
No:28111002002002304. Himalayan Zoological Park Society of Sikkim (HZPSS) in the State Bank 
of Sikkim, Deorali Branch before 3:30pm of 11th July 2018. No quotation form shall be issued after 
that.
3. Sealed quotations should be submitted along with the State Bank of Sikkim TDR for Rs.30,000/- 
(Rupees Thirty Thousand only) drawn in favour of Sr. Accounts Offi  cer, FEWMD, Deorali.
4. No sealed quotations shall be accepted after the expiry of the above mentioned scheduled date 
& time in column 4 of the table.
5. FEWMD/Tender Committee reserves the right to reject any or all the tenders/quotations without 
assigning any reason thereof.

Sd/-
DIRECTOR

HIMALAYAN ZOOLOGICAL PARK
GANGTOK, SIKKIM

CONTACT NO. 9474835277.
R.O. No. 177/ipr/Pub./classi./18-19 dt. 04.07.2018

OFFICE OF THE CHIEF ELECTORAL OFFICER
BALUWAKHANI, GANGTOK – SIKKIM

NOTICE FOR GENERAL INFORMATION
As per the Schedule of Special Summary Revision of Photo Electoral 

Rolls of intensive nature with reference to 01.01.2019 as qualifying date 
pre-revision activities has started from 15th May 2018. During the Special 
Summary Revision, Election Department will initiate the process of removal 
of Repeated/Multiple Entries/Demographic similar Entries (DSE) from the 
Photo Electoral. It is therefore informed to the entire citizens that if anyone 
has duplicate entry/ multiple entries in the Photo Electoral Roll, he/she may 
inform the concerned BLO/AERO/ERO for necessary deletion of multiple 
/ duplicate entry by fi lling up form 7. The above exercise will continue toll 
30.09.2019. Citizen can visit the CEO website www.ceosikkim.nic.in to 
fi nd out the contact numbers of Booth Level Offi  cer (BLO), Assistant Elec-
toral Registration Offi  cer (AERO) for any further enquiry. List of names may 
also be checked at the CEO website under Election related column on left 
side of the page and click on Demographic Similar Entries (DSE) to see the 
entries.

CHIEF ELECTORAL OFFICER, SIKKIM
R.O. No. 175/IPR/Pub/classi./18-19 dt. 4.7.18

N  D , J  4 (PTI): 
How could a sapling re-
place a grown-up tree, 
the Delhi High Court 
today asked while ob-
serving that felling over 
16,500 trees to build 
multi-storey accommo-
dation for proposed re-
development of six South 
Delhi colonies was akin 
to leaving the city to die.

The high court pro-
hibited the authorities 
from cutting down or 
taking away trees till 
July 26, the next date of 
hearing on a plea against 
felling of trees for hous-
ing projects and asked 
whether any environ-
ment impact assessment 
was carried out before 
initiating the work.

“If Delhi needs that 
they (buildings) be dis-
mantled, they will be dis-
mantled. You can’t leave 
the city to die like this,” a 
bench of Acting Chief Jus-
tice Gita Mittal and Jus-
tice C Hari Shankar said.

It also asked why ev-
eryone needs to be giv-
en space in the Lutyens’ 
Delhi when the peripher-
als of the national capital 
have so much of vacant 
land, and added “the 
mantra is decongestion”. 
The court said the au-
thorities should develop 
colonies like Narela.

Taking note of a sub-
mission that Delhi was 
running out of ground 
water, the court asked 
the Centre and the city 
government how they 
propose to water the sap-
lings which are going to 
replace fully grown trees 
under the compensatory 
afforestation policy.

“Delhi government 
shall explain how a ful-
ly grown tree could be 
equated with 10 sap-
lings? How long a sap-
ling will take to grow as 
a tree. Delhi was earlier 
known for its bird popu-
lation,” the bench said.

It also questioned the 
Centre on its redevel-
opment scheme, asking 
how permission was giv-
en to change a two-sto-
reyed building, meant 
for two families, into an 
eight-storeyed building.

“What do you mean 
by redevelopment. This 

is your scheme. Replac-
ing a two-storeyed build-
ing with an eight- loor 
building, this is what you 
call redevelopment,” the 
bench said.

“From where do you 
get water for such eight-
loor buildings? What 

amount of garbage will 
be generated? Where is 
parking and what about 
air pollution? You don’t 
apply you mind to plan-
ning,” the bench said.

The counsel, ap-
pearing for the National 
Buildings Construction 
Corporation (NBCC), 
tasked with redeveloping 
half a dozen south Delhi 
colonies, claimed that no 
garbage was going out of 
the construction site.

The court was also of 
the opinion that the con-
struction was an imped-
iment for ambulances 
and patients in reaching 
the two super speciality 
hospitals -- AIIMS and 
Safdarjung -- in the area.

“There will be traf ic 
jam at the main gate of 
the colonies. Two major 
hospitals are at the inter-
section. How will people 
reach AIIMS and Safdar-
jung hospital? You must 
have done an Environ-
ment Impact Assessment. 
Show it to us,” it said.

It also sought to know 
the density of the area 
and said that after laying 
infrastructure including 
road, water, electricity, 

garbage system, mac-
ro-level planning is done.

“How can you amend 
the master plan retrospec-
tively after developing a 
colony,” the bench said.

The court asked the 
DDA to place before it all 
the schemes of redevel-
opment.

It said why everyone 
needs to be given space 
in the Lutyens’ Delhi 
when the peripherals of 
Delhi have so much of va-
cant land and added “the 
mantra is decongestion”.

The court granted 
time to Ministries of En-
vironment and Forest 
and Housing, the Delhi 
government, NBCC, DDA, 
Delhi Jal Board, NDMC 
and other authorities to 
ile their response on the 

petition which has sought 
setting aside of the terms 
of reference (ToR) and 
Environmental Clearance 
(EC) granted to the hous-
ing project by the Envi-
ronment Ministry, claim-
ing it would lead to felling 
of over 16,500 trees.

The bench also sought 
details as to how much 
space has been given for 
commercial activities.

The court said there 
was a need for the pres-
ence of experts related to 
these issues and appoint-
ed environmentalist M C 
Mehta as amicus curiae 
in the matter.

Delhi government 
standing counsel told 

the court that the gov-
ernment has started the 
process of revoking and 
reviewing the permis-
sion granted to cut trees 
for the projects.

The court was hear-
ing a PIL by orthopaedic 
surgeon Dr Kaushal Kant 
Mishra against felling of 
trees for housing proj-
ects in six south Delhi 
colonies -- Sarojini Nagar, 
Naoroji Nagar, Netaji 
Nagar, Thyagaraja Nagar, 
Mohammadpur and Kas-
turba Nagar.

A similar issue is also 
pending before the Na-
tional Green Tribunal 
(NGT). The petition has 
claimed that planting of 
saplings in another lo-
cation as compensatory 
afforestation would not 
reduce the burden which 
would be put on the envi-
ronment due to the large-
scale felling of trees.

It has claimed that 
saplings would be a 
“poor substitute” for the 
fully grown trees that 
would be felled for the 
housing projects.

The court also sought 
response of the author-
ities on a contempt plea 
iled by environmental-

ist Vimlendu Jha alleging 
that there was deliber-
ate and willful default 
of June 25 undertaking 
given to the court by the 
NBCC not to cut trees till 
July 4 for housing proj-
ects here.

How could saplings replace 
grown up tree: HC

A , J  4 (PTI): 
Four police personnel 
were today suspend-
ed in connection with 
the lynching of a per-
son hired by the Tripura 
government to spread 
awareness against ru-
mour-mongering last 
month, a senior police 
of icial said.

The four were an as-
sistant sub-inspector and 
a constable of the state 
police, and two Ri lemen 
of the Tripura State Ri-
les, IG (Law and Order) 

K V Sreejesh said.
“These police person-

nel were there in the area 
for some other purpose. 
We have suspended them 
because a departmental 
inquiry has been initiat-
ed against them regard-
ing their roles on that 
day,” Sreejesh said.

Whether there had 
been lapses on their part 
would be known after 
the inquiry is complete, 
he told reporters.

Sukanta Chakrabarty 
(33) was lynched by a 
mob suspecting him of 
being a child-lifter at Ka-
lachhara in South Tripu-
ra district on June 28. He 
was a member of a team 
set up by the state Infor-
mation and Culture Af-
fairs Department which 
was campaigning against 
rumour-mongering.

Investigation was on 
to ind out the cause of 
rumour mongering, he 
said adding that more 
people could be arrested 
in this connection.

Altogether 14 peo-
ple were arrested in that 
connection.

To a question, 
Sreejesh said “They were 
not carrying any irearm 
that day. But they were 
not instructed against 
carrying irearms.”

Tripura police was 
closely monitoring sim-
ilar incidents in other 
states of the country, the 
IG said.

4 policemen
suspended over

lynching of anti-rumour
campaigner

S , J  4 (PTI): The Food safe-
ty of icials in Meghalaya have collected 
and sent samples of ish brought from 
outside the state for tests to con irm if 
they are laced with formalin as a pre-
servative, an of icial said today.

Following the ban imposed by Na-
galand government, about 10 different 
types of ish samples brought from 
outside the state and as far as Andhra 
Pradesh, have been collected and sent 
for testing at the Assam-based Public 
Health Laboratory, Food Safety deputy 
commissioner S N Sangma told PTI.

He said in case the samples return 
positive with formalin, actions will be 
taken as per law against the distrib-
utors and the ish transported from 
outside may be banned for sale in the 
market.

The Nagaland government had on 
June 22 prohibited storage, distribu-
tion, and sale of fresh ish products 
treated with formalin or other forms of 
preservatives in the state for a period 
of three months or till corrective mea-
sures were taken.Formalin is used to 
preserve bodies and prevent its decay 
in mortuaries. The widespread use of 
the deadly chemical nowadays in the 
preservation of ish, fruit and other 
food items is posing a great threat to 
public health.

Sangma said the state is procuring 
test kit from Germany which would be 
send to all 11 districts in the state.

Food samples are collected in a rou-
tine manner, he said adding last year 
after test ish samples were found neg-
ative for formalin.

Meghalaya sends samples
of ish brought from outside

state for formalin tests

A , J  4 (PTI): Bru refugee 
leaders in Tripura today said they are 
“happy” with repatriation package of-
fered by the Centre.

After more than two decades, as 
many as 32,876 people belonging to 
the Bru community will be repatriated 
from Tripura to Mizoram following a 
tripartite agreement signed by the two 
state governments and the Centre yes-
terday.

Mizoram Bru Displaced Peoples Fo-
rum (MBDPF) secretary Bruno Msha 
said they were “satis ied” with the re-
patriation package which was signed 
between the Central government, gov-
ernments of Tripura and Mizoram and 
the MBDPF yesterday.

“We have signed the tripartite 
agreement with the Central govern-
ment and Mizoram government and the 
repatriation will end in September. We 
are happy with the offer. However, the 
inancial package offered in the deal 

might not be suf icient,” he said.
The central government will pro-

vide inancial assistance for rehabili-
tation of Bru community members in 

Mizoram and address their issues of 
security, education, livelihood, etc, in 
consultation with the governments of 
Mizoram and Tripura.

A statement issued by the Tripura 
government yesterday said that all six 
transit camps, which now house Bru 
displacement victims, would be closed 
down in irst week of October this year. 
Repatriation would end by September 
10.

The rehabilitation package offered 
in repatriation deal said each refugee 
family would be given a inancial assis-
tance of Rs 4 lakh. The money would be 
deposited in the name of each refugee 
family head and would be handed over 
to them after 3 years of stay in Mizoram, 
of icials said.

Each repatriated family would also 
be given Rs 5,000 as monthly cash as-
sistance for two years, Rs 1.50 lakh 
house building assistance, free ration 
for two years and free transportation to 
Mizoram during repatriation, they said.

The displaced Bru people from 
Mizoram have been living in various 
camps in Tripura since 1997.

Bru refugee leaders happy 
with repatriation package

N  D , J  4 (PTI): 
The Union Cabinet to-
day decided to name the 
Agartala airport in Tri-
pura after Maharaja Bir 
Bikram Manikya Kishore, 
the erstwhile ruler of the 
state.

The airport was con-
structed in 1942 on the 
land donated by the ma-
haraja. As a visionary 
ruler, who had travelled 
across the globe, he took 
several steps for the all-

round development of 
Tripura, an of icial state-
ment said.

There was a 
long-pending demand 
of the people of Tripu-
ra as well as the Tripura 
government for paying 

tribute to the maharaja, 
it said.

A meeting of the 
Union Cabinet, chaired 
by Prime Minister Na-
rendra Modi, gave its 
approval to rename the 
Agartala Airport as Ma-

haraja Bir Bikram Manik-
ya Kishore Airport, Agar-
tala, the statement said. 

The maharaja, who 
ascended the throne of 
the erstwhile Tripura 
princely state in 1923, 
was an enlightened 
and benevolent ruler, it 
said. 

The airport is the sec-
ond busiest airport in the 
north east and provides 
crucial air connectivity 
to Tripura.

Agartala Airport to be name after Maharaja
Bir Bikram Manikya Kishore
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CHETAN NARULA
M , J  4 (PTI): Indian 
wrist-spinner Kuldeep Yadav says he nev-
er really gets perturbed when his deliv-
eries are hit for sixes as a childhood drill 
has conditioned him well to deal with the 
pressure of bad spells.

Kuldeep shone the brightest in India’s 
eight-wicket triumph over England in the 
irst T20 International last night, grabbing 
ive for a 24 in a match-winning spell. 

India rode on Kuldeep’s guile and KL 
Rahul’s 101 off 54 balls to take a 1-0 lead 
in the three-match series. 

“When I started playing cricket, my 
coach Kapil Pandey would make me bowl 
such that the batsmen hit me for sixes. I 
used to practice getting hit for sixes to un-
derstand how it happens in a real game.

“I don’t feel the pressure. That is some-
thing I have learnt very early on, and to-
day I am not scared of getting hit,” said 
Kuldeep after his impressive haul.

Kuldeep also spoke about the basics 
that need to be done right.

“If you want to take wickets, you need 
to turn the ball. If the ball isn’t turning or 
drifting, then a spinner is not a spinner,” 
he said. 

“If a spinner takes 4-5 wickets in a T20 
game, then your team gets the advantage. 

Whatever I have learnt in childhood, I am 
trying to follow here.” 

Sent into bat, Jos Buttler gave England 
a sound start before Indian bowlers pulled 
things back with variation of pace. 

Kuldeep’s scalps yesterday included 
three wickets in his third over when he 
had Morgan (7) caught in the deep and 

Jonny Bairstow and Joe Root stumped by 
MS Dhoni for golden ducks.

Elaborating on that 14th over that 
changed the complexion of England’s in-
nings, Kuldeep said: “England’s start with 
the bat was quite good. In six or seven 
overs, they had around 65 runs. Just when 
I came to bowl, I checked the wicket and 

it a bit dry.
“When I started, I varied my pace. I 

thought if I bowled a bit slower, maybe 
there will be chances. Then when I came 
to bowl in the second over, I kept the pace 
down, and increased the light and main-
tained it. I maintained my length too. 

“The plan was to stretch the batsmen, 
so that they don’t get any easy deliveries. I 
didn’t want to give them any pace, because 
it could’ve made things easy for them. I 
was varying my pace,’ he added.

Using his googlies, Kuldeep bamboo-
zled the English batting line-up and the 
wrist spinner said his three-wicket over 
changed the momentum of the game in In-
dia’s favour.

“I never bowl looking at who the 
batsman is. I always try to do what I 
can do. Jos Buttler was batting well 
against me. I knew he wouldn’t take 
chances against me. So I was happy to 
give him that single, because the other 
batsman has never faced me (before),” 
he explained.

“Obviously they (Bairstow and Root) 
are quality batsmen. It is a good feeling 
when you take two wickets on the trot. 
It gives a chance to the team to build mo-
mentum for all the bowlers,” he added.

Later, Kuldeep returned to complete 

his ive-wicket haul, a rarity in T20 crick-
et. He became only the third Indian bowler 
after Chahal and Bhuvneshwar Kumar to 
do so, and only the second bowler, after 
Pakistan’s Umar Gul, to achieve this feat 
on English soil.

The wrist spinner stressed that on 
batsmen-friendly English wickets, line and 
length is key even for a spin bowler along 
with varying pace.

“If you bowl good line, good length and 
have good variation, any team will strug-
gle against you. It happened in South Afri-
ca too. Line and length are important for a 
spinner, and if a bowler is varying his pace 
on it, then batsmen will struggle,” he said. 
The second T20I will be played in Cardiff 
on Friday, and Kuldeep warned that a re-
peat performance is not a surety although 
he will strive for that.

“Look, it is my irst tour to England. 
I think it is going quite well for me (till 
now). I have never bowled to them (En-
glish batsmen) earlier, so it was the irst 
time, so maybe it was easy to bowl against 
them (in this game). 

“Maybe after spending some time, they 
will be better prepared to face me in the 
coming T20Is and ODIs. So I am looking 
forward (to the challenge) in the next 
matches,” Kuldeep said.

Never scared of getting hit for sixes: Kuldeep Yadav

T , J  4 (AFP): 
Japan captain Makoto 
Hasebe has announced 
his retirement from 
the national team, on 
the heels of the squad’s 
heartbreaking ejection 
from the World Cup in a 
match against Belgium.

“I have decided to end 
the chapter of my career 
with the national team 
with this tournament,” 
Hasebe wrote on his Ins-
tagram account.

The 34-year-old de-
fensive mid ielder’s de-
parture from the Blue 
Samurai could mean a 
changing of the guard 
for the team, with former 
AC Milan striker Keisuke 
Honda, 32, also saying he 
plans to retire from the 
national squad.

Hasebe, who won 
the German Cup with 
Eintracht Frankfurt last 
season, has been on the 
national team for more 

than 12 years under ive 
coaches.

This year’s World Cup 
is his third, after South 
Africa in 2010 and Bra-
zil in 2014, and saw his 
team come heartstop-
pingly close to the quar-
ter inals before crashing 
out against Belgium.

Japan were ousted 
after Belgium came from 
behind to win 3-2 in their 
irst match in the knock-

out round.
The team will head 

next to the Asian Cup in 
the United Arab Emirates 
early next year, and may 
also be looking for a new 
coach.

Akira Nishino, who 
took over months before 
the World Cup after the 
controversial iring of his 
predecessor Vahid Halil-
hodzic, has been tight-
lipped on his future plans 
despite reports he could 
be replaced.

Japan captain
retiring after World Cup

dreams dashed

M , J  4 (PTI): En-
gland captain Eoin Morgan has 
admitted that Kuldeep Yadav 
has “completely deceived” his 
batsmen in the opening Twen-
ty20 International here, and 
said the hosts need to put up a 
much-better show against the 
Indian wrist spinners in the re-
maining matches if they want 
to give the visitors a tough ight 
in the series.

Kuldeep inished with ex-
ceptional igures of 5 for 24 at 
Old Trafford last night, which 
restricted England to 159 for 8. 

Kuldeep’s scalps include 
three wickets in his third over 
when he had Morgan (7) caught 
in the deep and Jonny Bairstow 
and Joe Root stumped by MS 
Dhoni for golden ducks, as En-
gland subsided from 95 for 1 just 
after the halfway mark to post a 
modest 159 for 8, which India 
overwhelmed with eight wickets 
in hand to take a 1-0 lead. 

We weren’t good enough in 
Bengaluru (when Yuzvendra 
Chahal took 6-25 in February 
2017). But that was a different 
game. It was different today. 

Kuldeep took three wickets in 
four balls and deceived us. It 
wasn’t a case of us chipping the 
ball up in the air. He complete-
ly deceived us and I thought 
he bowled well, acknowledged 
Morgan.

We didn’t get enough runs 
and were probably 30-40 runs 
short. I thought we got off to a 
brilliant start. Kuldeep bowled 
well but we know we can play 
him better than that. So between 
now and the next game, we need 
to assess our plans, make sure 
they are the right ones, and stick 
with them, he added.

Morgan asked England 

middle-order to take a leaf out 
of Jos Buttler’s book in how to 
play spinners.

You go from sitting in the 
dug-out to match pace, when 
a guy is three overs into his 
spell, it is going to be different. 
That’s the hardest part about 
batting -- starting against a 
spinner so we have to face 
more deliveries off him. Jos 
was playing him (Kuldeep) 
better but he had probably al-
ready faced 35 balls before he 
came on to bowl, he said.

Jos is a magni icent play-
er of spin. If you go back and 
analyse how Alex Hales and 

Jos played him, it was actually 
pretty smart. They didn’t give 
him chances. They didn’t nec-
essarily get away, but acknowl-
edged he was bowling well. 
Then I looked to take on the 
short side, and it didn’t work. 
Then he got two of our guys 
out, Morgan added.

Asked what different ap-
proach England batsmen can 
take to play Indian wrist spin-
ners better going ahead in the se-
ries, Morgan replied, It’s like any 
other challenge. If you are facing 
someone who bowls 95mph, it is 
very dif icult to replicate. 

“If you’re facing a guy who 
turns it both ways, and disguis-
es it well, it’s very dif icult to 
replicate -- because there is no-
body else who bowls like that. 
So you have to have a pretty 
clear plan, and stick to it. 

England were just coming 
off a 6-0 blanking of Australia 
across ODIs and T20Is. But the 
hosts found India too hot to 
handle. 

India completely dominat-
ed the game with KL Rahul 
scoring 101 not out off 54 balls 

to romp home with consum-
mate ease.

In fact, India were even 
better in the ield, so much so 
that Morgan was left lament-
ing half-chances missed by his 
teammates.

They played our spinners 
in smaller margins. It could 
have gone the other way if we 
had taken our half chances, like 
Chris Jordan on the boundary, 
or if Rahul got caught at point 
early in the innings. Then it 
would have been a completely 
different game,” Morgan said. 

“He (Rahul) played ex-
tremely well and I don’t think 
anybody found batting as easy 
as he did today. 

We have been talking in the 
lead-in, how this series and the 
next two weeks will be com-
pletely different (from the Aus-
tralia series). We talked about 
every game in this series poten-
tially feeling like an away game. 
That’s the reality of things and 
we have to accept that and get 
on with things. They (Indian) 
are a strong side, a really strong 
side, he signed off.

Kuldeep completely deceived us, admits
Morgan after opening T20I loss

N  D , J  4 (PTI): After losing 
narrowly to China, the Indian U-16 
football team will now lock horns with 
Thailand tomorrow in the four-nation 
Hua Shan Cup CFA International Youth 
Football Tournament in Wei Nan City, 
China.

The invitational four-nation tour-
nament is a part of an exposure tour 
for the young Indian team ahead of the 
upcoming AFC U-16 Finals slated to be 
held in Kuala Lumpur in September.

Yesterday, India U-16 team went 
down ighting by a solitary goal to U-17 
China national team and head coach 
Bibiano Fernandes said that the boys 
have been consistently creating chanc-
es in every match.

We have been consistently creating 
chances in every game we have played 
so far, even against top opposition, Fer-
nandes said.

The match against China was no 
different as we had our chances and 
if we could convert those chances, it 
would’ve been a different result at the 
end of the day, he maintained.

The Indian boys have been on a se-
ries of exposure tours, all facilitated by 
the AIFF and the SAI and headed to Wei 
Nan on the back of two consecutive tri-
umphs in invitational tournaments in 
Serbia and Hong Kong earlier.

Bibiano said the match against 
mighty China was “a learning experi-
ence for the U-16 boys” and gave “am-
ple proof that the boys are improving 
both mentally and physically”.

The unity and togetherness within 
the team is our core strength. The boys 
always have stood by each other help-
ing one other to collectively improve 
as a team and move forward, the coach 
said.

India face Thailand in four-nation youth
football tournament tomorrow N  D , J  4 (PTI): 

The Reserve Bank of In-
dia has issued licence to 
Bank of China to launch 
operations in India, of i-
cial sources said today.

Prime Minister Nar-
endra Modi had made a 
commitment to Chinese 
President Xi Jinping to 
allow Bank of China to 
set up branches in In-
dia when they met on 
the sidelines of the SCO 
summit in Chinese city of 
Qingdao last month.

“The RBI has issued 
licence to Bank of China 
to set up its irst branch 
in India. It was a commit-
ment made by the Prime 
Minister to the President 
of China,” said a source.

Bank of China is one 

of the very few state-
owned commercial 
banks in China.

India and China have 
been focusing on ex-
panding their econom-
ic ties notwithstanding 
differences on several 
sticky issues including 
on the boundary dispute.

After last year’s 
Doklam standoff, both 
the countries have 
stepped up dialogue at 
various levels to reset 
the ties.

Meanwhile, the 
sources said Chinese 
Defence Minister Wei 
Fenghe is scheduled to 
visit India soon and both 
sides are in the process 
of inalising the dates.

RBI grants licence
to Bank of China to 

set up branch in India

N  D , J  4 (PTI): The Supreme 
Court today held that elected representa-
tives and the Council of Ministers in Delhi, 
who are accountable to the voters, must 
have “appropriate powers” to perform 
their functions “effectively and ef iciently”.

A ive-judge constitution bench 
headed by Chief Justice Dipak Misra 
said that the exercise of establishing a 
democratic form of government in Del-
hi would “turn futile” if the elected gov-
ernment was not able to usher in pol-
icies and laws on which the Assembly 
has the power to legislate.

The apex court, which also unan-
imously held that Delhi cannot be ac-
corded the status of a state, referred to 
a nine-judge bench verdict of the top 
court and said it was “clear as crystal” 
that all union territories under the con-
stitutional scheme were not on same 
pedestal so far as the National Capital 
Territory of Delhi was concerned.

“The Legislative Assembly is wholly 
comprised of elected representatives 
who are chosen by direct elections and 
are sent to Delhi’s Legislative Assembly 
by the voters of Delhi. None of the mem-
bers of Delhi’s Legislative Assembly are 
nominated,” CJI Misra, who penned the 
verdict for himself and on behalf of Jus-
tices A K Sikri and A M Khanwilkar, said.

“The elected representatives and 
the council of ministers of Delhi, being 
accountable to the voters of Delhi, must 
have the appropriate powers so as to per-
form their functions effectively and ef i-
ciently,” the bench categorically stated.

Regarding the powers of the Lieu-

tenant Governor (LG) of Delhi, the top 
court referred to Article 239 AA(4) of 
the Constitution and said he was bound 
by the aid and advice of the council of 
ministers in matters for which the As-
sembly has the legislative powers.

Article 239 AA deals with the pow-
ers and status of Delhi.

“The exercise of establishing a dem-
ocratic and representative form of gov-
ernment for NCT of Delhi by insertion 
of Articles 239AA and 239AB would 
turn futile if the Government of Delhi 
that enjoys the con idence of the people 
of Delhi is not able to usher in policies 
and laws over which the Delhi Legisla-
tive Assembly has power to legislate for 
the NCT of Delhi,” the bench said.

The court said the status of Delhi’s 
LG was not that of a Governor of a state, 
“rather he remains an administrator, in 
a limited sense, working with the desig-
nation of Lieutenant Governor”.

Referring to Article 74 of the Consti-
tution, the bench said the President was 
always bound by the aid and advice of 
the union council of ministers, except a 
few well-known situations which were 
guided by constitutional conventions.

“At the outset, we must declare that 
the insertion of Articles 239AA and 
239AB which speci ically pertain to 
NCT of Delhi is re lective of the inten-
tion of Parliament to accord Delhi a sui 
generis (unique) status from the other 
union territories as well as from the 
Union Territory of Puducherry to which 
Article 239A is singularly applicable as 
on date,” it said.

Delhi’s council of ministers must have 
‘appropriate’ powers to govern: SC
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The 12 boys and their football coach trapped in a looded Thailand cave are set to be rescued in stages. The group may be brought 
out at different times, depending on the health of each person, a Thai of icial said. “All 13 may not come out at the same time. 

If the condition is right and if that person is ready 100%, he can come out,” said Narongsak Osatanakorn, the Chiang Rai provincial 
governor. Mr Osatanakorn said the group are still recuperating and a daily evaluation is being made of their itness. There will be no
evacuation if there is any risk, he said. 

ElseWhere

Anthyesthi Kriya
On 25th of June, 
2018, Mr.  Rajen 
Karkidholi, son of 
late Arjun Karkid-
holi left for heavenly 
abode. We the fam-
ily members would 
like to thank every-
one who was part of 
his story. We believe 
that he responsibly 

concluded his role as a husband, father, 
brother, friend and a public servant. While 
we reminisce about him, we request every-
one who cared and wished him well to join 
us in offering prayers and to bid him a fi nal 
farewell. The ceremony will be held at our 
residence at Maneydara, Lingding, below 
Indira Byepass [SDF Bhawan], Gangtok 
on 7th July, 2018 [Saturday].

Munna Karkidholi [mother], Sonam 
Yangchen Bhutia [wife], Ravi Karkidholi 

[brother], Aruna Karkidholi [sister], 
Anamika Karkidholi [daughter], 

Menka Karkidholi [sister].
Mob: 9609850052, 9609834107, 

9609774878, 90345472, 7407385431 

~ SummitTIMES ~
CLASSIFIEDS

LOST: I,  Sangay Chenzom Bhutia son of P.T. 
Bhutia & P.D. Bhutia has misplaced/lost my Class 
X  ICSE Mark Sheet in original against Uid no. 
6113440 and passed out from Tashi Namgyal 
School, Gangtok.

JOB OPPORTUNITY: Required Sales 
Boys & Girls for IT store. Experience in IT knowl-
edge both in software and hardware required. In-
terested candidates contact: Ramolla Cellular: 
7001204591, 9733015218.

OBITUARY
John 14:1-4 “Let not your hearts be troubled.  Believe in 
God; believe also in me.  In my Father’s house are many 
rooms.  If it were not so, would I have told you that I go to 
prepare a place for you?  And if I go and prepare a place 
for you, I will come again and will take you to myself, that 
where I am you may be also.  And you know the way to 
where I am going.”

Late Elder Andrew 
Rai, former Assistant 
Engineer, Central Public 
Works Department, Gov-
ernment of India, passed 
away peacefully on July 
3, 2018 (Tuesday) at 
07.50 p.m.  His Funer-
al Service will be held on 
July 6, 2018 (Friday) as 

per the following schedule;  
09.30 a.m. Residence “Lulam Khim” to 
Evangelical Presbyterian Church of Sikkim 
(EPCS), Church Road, Gangtok.
11.00 a.m. Funeral Service at EPCS, Buri-
al at Bakthang Burial Ground, Gangtok.
06.00 p.m. Memorial Service at Residence 
“Lulam Khim”, Development Area, near 
State Bank of India Zero Point Branch, 
Gangtok.

Mrs. Srikumari Rai, wife (Bulu Guruama) and family

ing for success, checking appearance 
in mirror and dressing well to feel bet-
ter prepared. Players and athletes also 
engage with personalised actions and 
behaviours – such as wearing lucky 
clothes, kit and charms.

Famous sportspeople often dis-
play superstitious behaviours. Notably, 
basketball legend Michael Jordan con-
cealed his lucky North Carolina shorts 
under his Chicago Bulls team kit. Sim-
ilarly, the tennis legend Björn Bork, re-

portedly wore the same brand of shirt 
when preparing for Wimbledon.

Rafael Nadal has an array of rituals 
that he performs each time he plays. 
These include the manner in which 
he places his water bottles and taking 
freezing cold showers. Nadal believes 
these rituals help him to ind focus, 
low and perform well.

WALKING UNDER LADDERS
What all this shows is that superstitions 
can provide reassurance and can help 
to reduce anxiety in some people. But 

while this may well be true, research 
has shown that actions associated with 
superstitions can also become self-re-
inforcing – in that the behaviour devel-
ops into a habit and failure to perform 
the ritual can actually result in anxiety.

This is even though the actual out-
come of an event or situation is still de-
pendent on known factors – rather than 
unknown supernatural forces. A notion 
consistent with the often quoted max-
im, “the harder you work (practice) the 
luckier you get”.

So the next time you break a mirror, 
see a black cat or encounter the num-
ber 13 – don’t worry too much about 
“bad luck”, as it’s most likely just a trick 
of the mind.

[Neil Dagnall is Reader in Ap-
plied Cognitive Psychology, Man-
chester Metropolitan University; 

Ken Drinkwater  is Senior Lectur-
er and Researcher in Cognitive 
and Parapsychology, Manches-

ter Metropolitan University]

The science of superstition – and why people...
contd from pg04

W , J  4 
(PTI): Uttam Dhillon, 
an Indian-American top 
White House lawyer, 
has been appointed as 
the new head of the cru-
cial Drug Enforcement 
Agency that combats the 
smuggling and use of 
narcotics in the US. Dhil-
lon replaces Robert Pat-
terson, who has retired 
after 30 years of service.

Dhillon, who till re-
cently worked in the 
White House as deputy 
counsel and deputy as-
sistant to President Don-
ald Trump, took up the 
role of Acting Director 
of the Drug Enforcement 
Agency (DEA) yesterday.

“With one American 

dying of a drug overdose 
every nine minutes, there 
can be no doubt that we 
are facing the deadliest 
drug epidemic in our his-
tory,” Attorney General Jeff 
Sessions said announcing 
his appointment.

The work of the Drug 
Enforcement Admin-
istration is critical to 

ighting this crisis, and 
President Donald Trump 
and he are committed to 
continuing to give it the 
strong leadership it de-
serves, Sessions said.

Dhillon is a dedicat-
ed public servant who 
has served with distinc-
tion in the White House, 
the Department of Jus-

tice, the Department of 
Homeland Security, Con-
gress, and as a career 
federal prosecutor taking 
on drug traf ickers at the 
highest levels.

Having a long career 
battling drug traf ick-
ers and violent crime in 
2006, Dhillon was con-
irmed by the Senate as 

the irst Director of the 
Of ice of Counternarcot-
ics Enforcement at the 
Department of Home-
land Security (DHS).

In that role, he served 
as the primary policy 
advisor on counternar-
cotics issues, focused 
on combating the con-
nections between illegal 
drug traf icking and ter-

rorism and developed re-
gional counternarcotics 
strategies for DHS.

Prior to DHS, Dhillon 
served as an Associate 
Deputy Attorney Gener-
al in the Department of 
Justice, where he chaired 
the Attorney General’s An-
ti-Gang Coordination Com-
mittee, and led efforts to 
formulate and implement 
Department of Justice pol-
icies and programmes to 
combat violent crime and 
criminal gangs.

Earlier in his career, 
Dhillon worked as an 
Assistant United States 
Attorney in the Central 
District of California for 6 
and half years.

During that period, 

he was appointed to the 
Department of Justice’s 
Organised Crime Drug 
Enforcement Task Force, 
and worked with federal 
and local law enforcement 
agencies to direct complex 
investigations of violent 
gangs and major narcotics 
traf icking organisations.

More recently, he has 
served as Deputy Coun-
sel and Deputy Assistant 
to the President.

Dhillon received his 
law degree from Boalt 
Hall School of Law at the 
University of California, 
Berkeley, an MA from the 
University of California, 
San Diego, and a BA from 
California State Universi-
ty, Sacramento.

Indian-American appointed as new head
of key federal agency

L , J  4 (PTI): Indian-origin MPs are 
among 70 lawmakers in Britain lobbying 
Prime Minister Theresa May to intervene 
at the “highest levels” with the Indian gov-
ernment over allegations of torture against 
a British Sikh murder suspect lodged in a 
Punjab jail.

Jagtar Singh Johal, from Dumbarton in 
Scotland, was arrested by the Indian au-
thorities in November last year on charges 
of fanning communal disturbance in Punjab.

Sikh groups in the UK had launched a 
“Free Jaggi” drive for the 31-year-old and 
the issue has also been raised in the House 
of Commons.

As part of renewed efforts in the case, 
the All Party Parliamentary Group (APPG) 
for British Sikhs has gathered signatures of 
over 70 MPs on a letter demanding a Par-
liament statement by UK foreign secretary 
Boris Johnson on Johal’s detention in India.

“Mr Johal alleges he has been subjected 
to torture at the hands of the Indian security 
forces,” writes Labour MP and chair of the 
APPG for British Sikhs Preet Kaur Gill in her 
letter dated July 2 to Downing Street.

“In a recent handwritten account de-
tailing his treatment that has just become 
available, Mr Johal alleges ‘The torture took 
place intermittently, numerous times each 
day. Electric shocks were administered by 
placing the crocodile clips on my ear lobes, 
nipples and private parts. Multiple shocks 
were given each day’.

“And that ‘threats of taking me to a re-
mote location where I would be shot dead 
were also given. At one point, petrol was 
brought into the room and I was threatened 
with being burnt,” notes the letter entitled 
‘Detention and torture of British citizen Jag-
tar Singh Johal’.

The signatories to the letter include Tan-
manjeet Singh Dhesi, Labour MP and Vice-
Chair of the APPG for British Sikhs, and his 
Labour party colleagues Seema Malhotra, 
Virendra Sharma and Keith Vaz.

They claim that representations to Pun-
jab chief minister Captain Amarinder Singh 
had been to “no avail” and urge Theresa 
May to “use all the diplomatic means” at her 
disposal to ensure the government of India 
“abides by the rule of law”.

“I know that you will agree with me that 
it is intolerable that anyone, let alone a Brit-
ish citizen, is subjected to torture, and ask 

for your assurance that this matter is being 
dealt with at the very highest level and as a 
matter of urgency,” Kaur adds. 

The MPs also allege that the Indian gov-
ernment has ignored representations by the 
UN Special Rapporteur on Torture, the UN 
Special Rapporteur on Freedom of Religion 
or Belief, and the Vice-Chair of the UN Wok-
ing Group on Arbitrary Detention.

Johal, a Scottish-born Sikh, was in Jaland-
har with his family for his wedding in Octo-
ber when he was arrested by plainclothes 
police of icials in the city. The Punjab gov-
ernment has claimed that he is among four 
suspects arrested in relation to the murder 
of Hindu leaders in the state.

The Indian government maintains that 
“due process” is being followed in the case, 
which was also raised at a ministerial level 
during the UK visit of Minister of State for 
Home Kiren Rijiju in January this year.

Indian-origin MPs lobby Theresa May over 
‘torture’ of British Sikh suspect in India

U  N , J  4 
(PTI): UN Secretary-Gen-
eral Antonio Guterres has 
appointed a veteran Uru-
guay Army general as the 
chief military observer of 
the UN Military Observer 
Group in India and Paki-
stan, which New Delhi 
says has outlived its utili-
ty and relevance after the 
Shimla Agreement.

Major General Jose 
Eladio Alcain will suc-
ceed the incumbent 
UNMOGIP chief Major 
General Per Gustaf Lo-
din of Sweden, who will 
complete his two-year 
assignment this month, 
an of icial statement said.

Alcain had a distin-
guished career with the 
Uruguayan Army since 
1977. Most recently, he held 
the position of Director of 
the National Health Service 
of the Armed Forces. 

The Secretary-Gen-
eral expressed his grati-
tude to Lodin for his con-
tribution to UN’s peace-
keeping efforts.

The UN Military Ob-
server Group in India and 
Pakistan (UNMOGIP) was 
established in January 
1949 with irst team of 
unarmed military observ-
ers arriving in Jammu and 
Kashmir to supervise the 
cease ire between India 
and Pakistan, and to assist 
the Military Adviser to the 
UN Commission for India 
and Pakistan (UNCIP), es-
tablished in 1948 by the 
UN Security Council.

Following the India-Pa-
kistan war in 1971 and 
a subsequent cease ire 
agreement, the tasks of 
UNMOGIP have been to ob-
serve, to the extent possi-
ble, developments pertain-
ing to the strict observance 
of the cease ire of Decem-
ber 17, 1971 and to report 
to the Secretary-General.

India has maintained 
that UNMOGIP has out-
lived its utility and is ir-
relevant after the Shimla 
Agreement and the con-
sequent establishment of 
the Line of Control. 

Uruguay Army
of icial appointed as 

head of UNMOGIP

Malaysian 
ex-PM Najib 
charged with 
breach of 
trust, graft
K  L , J  4 
(AP): Former Malaysian 
Prime Minister Najib 
Razak was charged in 
court today with crimi-
nal breach of trust and 
corruption, two months 
after a multibillion-dol-
lar graft scandal at a state 
investment fund led to 
his shock election defeat.

He pleaded not guilty 
to all charges. 

“I claim trial,” he said 
in a barely audible voice 
as he stood in the dock at 
the High Court in Kuala 
Lumpur. 

Prosecutors demand-
ed 4 million ringgit (nearly 
USD 1 million) bail, but the 
judge set the amount at 1 
million ringgit in cash (USD 
250,000) and ordered Na-
jib to surrender his two 
diplomatic passports.

The patrician and lux-
ury-loving Najib, wearing 
a suit and a red tie, ap-
peared calm and smiled 
as he was escorted into 
the court complex. 

He had been arrested 
yesterday by anti-graft 
of icials over a suspicious 
transfer of 42 million 
ringgit (USD 10.4 million) 
into his bank accounts 
from SRC International, a 
former unit of the 1MDB 
state investment fund 
that US investigators say 
was looted of billions by 
associates of Najib.

He was charged with 
abuse of power leading 
to grati ication under 
Malaysia’s anti-corrup-
tion law and three counts 
of criminal breach of 
trust. Each charge has a 
maximum penalty of 20 
years in prison. Whip-
ping is also a penalty but 
Najib would be exempt 
because of his age.
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ARIES: Stop being an enabler to 
someone you care deeply about, Ari-
es. It could be that you’re helping to 
continue dangerous addictive behav-
ior simply because you want to avoid 
a nasty confrontation. Realize that this 
is doing neither party any good. The 
more you perpetuate the lie, the more 
it will continue to hurt all parties in-
volved. Be open and honest with your 
concerns.     
TAURUS: You may have found your-
self having some issues with food 
lately, Taurus. It could be that your 
sense of self-worth isn’t at its highest 
and you’re trying to make up for it 
by sabotaging your relationship with 
your body. Food is healthy nourish-
ment that you need to survive. Your 
body deserves respect. You need to 
always give it the proper fuel that it 
requires to be healthy.    

GEMINI: If there’s an issue that 
needs to be brought to the table now, 
feel free to do so, Gemini. Don’t hold 
back just to maintain a relationship’s 
equilibrium. Don’t sacrifi ce your own 
peace of mind just to keep from rock-
ing the boat. Contributing unhealthy 
lies to maintain a healthy facade 
doesn’t do anyone any good. Be total-
ly honest with yourself, your feelings, 
and the people around you.    
CANCER: The intensity of the day 
is apt to bring opposition that you 
aren’t necessarily expecting, Can-
cer. Whether it’s being verbalized or 
not, the confrontations are quite real. 
Don’t underestimate a loved one’s 
emotions. Stand up to these issues and 
be realistic about their solutions. No 
one expects you to have all the right 
answers, so don’t pretend that you do. 
We’re all human and we all make mis-

takes.    
LEO: Give your loved ones the atten-
tion they need today, Leo. Don’t let 
another day go by without saying you 
love them. Life is short and getting 
shorter with each passing day. Feel 
free to be confrontational about a se-
rious issue that needs to be addressed. 
You’re responsible for your own feel-
ings. Don’t play the role of the victim. 
You’ll only experience more pain and 
resentment later.  
VIRGO: Don’t run away from tension 
today, Virgo. Any sort of emotional 
stress you feel will be compounded 
tremendously if it isn’t dealt with right 
away. Be in the moment while the mo-
ment is here. The more you face in the 
present, the less you’ll regret in the fu-
ture. Clear up any sticky situation that 
arises and move forward. People may 
not understand your needs and con-

cerns until you verbalize them clearly.  
LIBRA: Stop hiding behind the intel-
lectual barrier that you may have put 
up, Libra. Playing games will get you 
nowhere. True strength is being able to 
demonstrate that you have the courage 
to say what you feel in any situation, 
especially regarding a close loved 
one. If you need to say something, say 
it. Don’t wait until the situation esca-
lates to an unhealthy argument before 
you fi nally get your feelings out.    
SCORPIO: Stop trying to feel ev-
eryone else’s emotions and really feel 
your own, Scorpio. Being empathetic 
to others’ needs is charitable, but you 
need to face the music and look at 
yourself. Make a clear distinction be-
tween your needs and those of others. 
Express your feelings to those around 
you. Ask for help if you need it. Oth-
er people aren’t mind readers. They 

probably have no idea what you feel.  
SAGITTARIUS: It may seem like 
neither side of the bed is the right side 
to wake up on, Sagittarius. The only 
solution you might be able to come up 
with today is to go back to bed. Focus 
on your heart, because it’s trying to 
tell you that it needs some attention. 
Emotions may be running quite high, 
so be extra careful of how you treat 
yourself and others.  
CAPRICORN: You could feel like 
you’re being double-crossed by a 
loved one today, Capricorn. It could 
be that your own words are being 
used against you in a way that makes 
you look like the bad guy. When it 
comes time to make a rebuttal on your 
behalf, make sure you let the other 
person know that you’re confronting 
their behavior and not attacking them 
as a person.    

AQUARIUS: You may say one thing 
one minute and the opposite the next, 
Aquarius. Usually you can jump from 
one issue to another with no problem, 
but today people are likely going to call 
you on it. Think about what you really 
mean before you say it. Don’t do all 
your thinking aloud where other peo-
ple can hear. Your continuous thought 
process might be mistaken for a fi nal 
analysis. Confusion could ensue.
PISCES: The subtle tension in the 
air today might be just what you need 
to make you more aware of subcon-
scious issues that aff ect your behavior, 
Pisces. You’ll fi nd that you need to get 
a lot off  your chest. The more honest 
you can be about the pain people have 
caused you, the more loving words 
will be able to fl ow in the future. Open 
the channels of communication and 
let it fl ow.                          

MINI VACAY! Justin Bieber and girlfriend Hailey 
Baldwin continue their travels with a trip to the 
Hamptons in New York, where they were spotted 
enjoying a romantic picnic on the beach.

Rapper Keefe D - whose real name 
is Duane Keith Davis - has spoken 

about being a witness to the murder, 22 
years after the drive-by shooting in Las 
Vegas.

Hip-hop artist Tupac was just 25 
when he was gunned down in Septem-
ber 1996 after watching a Mike Tyson 
ight.

He died from his injuries six days 
later.

Davis, who has been diagnosed with 
cancer, has chosen to speak now due to 
his illness granting him immunity from 
prosecution.

In a documentary, Davis describes 
how he was a front seat passenger in 
the white Cadillac from which the fatal 
shots were ired.

Davis says the car was driven by Ter-
rence “T-Brown” Brown, while DeAndre 
“Dre” Smith and Davis’s nephew Orlan-
do “Baby Lane” Anderson were in the 
back seat.

All the men were part of the South-
side Crips gang and Brown, Smith and 
Anderson have since died.

Davis says they had been looking 
for Tupac - who he alleges had beaten 
up one of their fellow gang members - 
at the 662 club, owned by Death Row 
Records boss Marion “Suge” Knight, 
who was known to be with Tupac that 

evening.
However, he says after leaving the 

club without inding Tupac, they saw 
him in a BMW standing up “like a celeb-
rity in a parade” through the open top 
of the car.

He goes on: “If he wouldn’t even 
been out the window, we would have 
never seen him.”

When directly asked who ired the 
shot, Davis answers with a smile: “Going 
to keep it for the code of the streets. It 
just came from the back seat, bro”.

However, in a previous recorded po-
lice interview Davis identi ies his neph-
ew Anderson as the gunman, saying he 

“leaned over” and ired from the right-
hand side of the car.

Anderson - who died aged 24 in an 
unrelated gang shooting in 1998 - had 
previously denied the claim.

Kyle Long, the executive producer 
of the documentary, has criticised the 
LAPD for taking no action, despite Davis 
confessing to be an accessory to murder.

Previously, links have been made 
between Tupac’s shooting and that of 
fellow rapper The Notorious B.I.G. - also 
known as Biggie Smalls - in March of the 
following year.

There have been no prosecutions for 
either killing.

WHO KILLED TUPAC SHAKUR: COULD THE
MYSTERY FINALLY BE SOLVED?

Kevin Spacey is under in-
vestigation for two new 

sexual assault claims.
The alleged sexual as-

saults are said to have oc-
curred in Westminster in 
1996 and Gloucester in 2013.

Scotland Yard has not for-
mally named the actor as the 
suspect. But it said they are 
investigating a man over two 
more claims.

These latest accusations 
bring the total number of 
claims against the Oscar win-
ner to six - ive complaints of 
sexual assault and one of as-
sault.

Spacey was one of the 
irst stars to be accused of 

sexual misconduct in the 
wake of the Harvey Wein-
stein scandal.

He has faced multiple 
accusations of sexual ha-
rassment since Star Trek ac-
tor Anthony Rapp claimed 
Spacey had made a sexual 
advance toward him in 1986, 
when he was 14 and Spacey 
was 26.

Responding to the ini-
tial historical allegation, the 
58-year-old actor said he did 
“not remember the encoun-
ter” but offered “the sincerest 
apology” if it had taken place.

Spacey has since lost his 
House Of Cards Net lix role, 
been removed from Ridley 
Scott’s 2017 ilm All The 
Money In The World, and had 
his 2017 Emmy Founders 
Award revoked.

He has not been arrested 

or charged with any crime.
The Old Vic theatre in 

London - where Spacey was 
artistic director for over 10 
years - also said they found 
20 people who claimed to 
have suffered “inappropriate 
behaviour” from the actor.

Later this month, Spacey 
will make his irst big-screen 
appearance since the allega-
tions, in thriller Billionaire 
Boys Club, which was ilmed 
two years ago.

KEVIN SPACEY FACES NEW SEXUAL
ASSAULT ALLEGATIONS

Rajkumar Hirani’s Sanju, 
which released on 29 

June, has done exceptional-
ly well at the box of ice, re-
cording the highest opening 
igures and beating Salman 

Khan’s Race 3 and Sanjay 
Leela Bhansali’s Padmavaat. 
The Sanjay Dutt biopic was 
not just received well by the 
audience but critics as well, 
for the exceptional perfor-
mance by the cast.

Within irst three days of 
release, Sanju managed to 
cross the Rs 100 crore mark 
and the latest igures sug-
gest the ilm will smoothly 
slide into the Rs 200 crore 

club soon. The ilm passed 
the crucial Monday test and 
earned Rs 25.35 crores.

Tuesday’s igures were 
shared by leading ilm trade 
analyst Taran Adarsh on 
Twitter. Sanju has raked in a 
whopping amount of Rs 22 
crores, making the overall 
collection Rs 167.51 crore.

Trade analyst Sunil Kadel 
had earlier predicted that the 
ilm would earn Rs 22 crores 

on Tuesday.The ilm has also 
been lauded worldwide with 
theatres in Dubai remaining 
open for 24 hours owing to 
the high demand for shows, 
according to Filmfare.

SANJAY DUTT BIOPIC INCHES TOWARDS RS 200 CR MARK

The 2016 hit ilm 
MS Dhoni: An 

Untold Story enter-
tained and impressed 
the audience. The bi-
opic based on cricket 
maestro Mahendra 
Singh Dhoni was one 
of the most awaited 
ilms of that year and 

went on to become a 
major hit. Now, the 
latest reports around 
the ilm suggest that 
the makers are keen 
on making a sequel to the bi-
opic and have begun iguring 
out the script. A source close 
to Sushant Singh Rajput, 
who played the main lead in 
the ilm, told a leading daily, 
“There is the thrilling win 
against Bangalore at the T20 
this year (Dhoni was captain 
of the winning team Chennai 
Super Kings ) that can be de-
picted in the ilm. Apart from 
that, India’s steady run, up to 
the semi- inals, at the 2015 

World Cup will ind a place in 
the narrative.”

The ilm will showcase the 
life of MS Dhoni post winning 
the World Cup in 2011. Ron-
nie Screwvala is producing 
the sequel of the ilm and it is 
expected to go on loor next 
year after Sushant wraps up 
the projects he currently has 
in his hands. The thought of 
getting more insights about 
this cricket star’s life will 
de initely brew up curiosity 
around the sequel.

MS DHONI: AN UNTOLD STORY
TO HAVE A SEQUEL

THE PRESIDENCY 
WOULD KILL ME, SAYS 
OPRAH WINFREY
N  Y , J  4 
(PTI): Media mogul 
Oprah Winfrey has 
again shot down 
the prospects of her 
running for the post 
of president of the 
United States, say-
ing the task would 
“kill” her.

The 64-year-old 
popular talk show host’s rousing Golden Globe speech early 
this year had set social media abuzz with speculation that she 
might enter politics with many celebrities already looking at 
her as a possible presidential candidate in 2020.

In an interview with Vogue magazine, Winfrey reiterated 
her stance on politics.

“In that political structure - all the non-truths, the bullsh*t, 
the crap, the nastiness, the backhanded backroom stuff that 
goes on - I feel like I could not exist.

“I would not be able to do it. It’s not a clean business. It 
would kill me,” she said.

Golden Globes host Seth Meyers too rooted for Winfrey’s 
electoral debut in his opening monologue this year.

But she has time and again said that she is not considering 
running for the of ice.


