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BAD GIRLS CLUB STAR 
DESHAYLA HARRIS KILLED IN 
VIRGINIA BEACH SHOOTINGS
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AFRICA’S 2 ELEPHANT SPECIES 
ARE BOTH ENDANGERED, DUE TO 
POACHING AND HABITAT LOSS
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WHO WE ARE IN REALITY GETS 
LOST IN PLAYING CHARACTERS: 

ABHISHEK BACHCHAN
pg 08

Holi greetings from CM Interschool Jr Olympics begins to 
power the Olympic Movement

SAGAR CHHETRI
Gangtok, 28 Mar: 

The 1st Inter School 
State Junior Olympics 

Games & State Level Chief 
Minister's One Mile Run 
2021 was inaugurated by 
Chief Minister PS Tamang 
at a grand opening cere-
mony held here at Paljor 
Stadium on Sunday. 

A total of 1,110 par-
ticipants including es-
corts and officials are 
participating in this five-
day long event being or-
ganized by the Depart-
ment of Sports & Youth 
Affairs.

The opening ceremo-
ny started with the flag 
hoisting by the CM fol-
lowed by a torch relay by 
athletes and oath-taking 
ceremony for athletes, 
officials and judges. The 
opening ceremony in-
cluded a march past by 
participating athletes 
and Zumba mass drill 
and cultural presenta-
tions by students.

The CM has also 
flagged-off the 1st State 

Level Chief Minister One 
Mile Run 2021 at Paljor 
Stadium for U-14 boys 
and girls. The children 
followed the route from 
Paljor Stadium to Ta-
mang Gumpa and back to 
the starting point.

Satish Rai from 
Gyalshing BAC stood first 
in U-14 boys followed 

by Maniraj Lohar from 
Gyalshing BAC on sec-
ond position and Rupesh 
Subba from Chumbung 
BAC on third position. 

Likewise, Phurba 
Doma Tamang from 
Soreng BAC, Subana Gu-
rung from Namthang 
BAC and Gayatri Chettri 
from Hee-Martam BAC 

stood on the first, second 
and third positions re-
spectively.

Earlier, in his wel-
come address, Secretary 
to the Sports & Youth 
Affairs Department, Raju 
Basnet informed that the 
new government has giv-
en top priority to sports. 

He added that the 

State government has 
been working on infra-
structure development in 
sports and many incom-
plete projects were on the 
verge of completion. 

He mentioned that 
lots of sports activities 
have been underway at 
different levels across the 
State to provide better 

platforms and exposure 
to talented sportspersons 
in different corners of the 
State. He also thanked the 
government to enhanc-
ing the reservation for 
sportspersons to 5% in 
the government jobs.

The Secretary in-
formed that the Chief 
Minister One Mile Run 
was a unique initiative 
started on the directions 
of the CM to promote club 
culture in rural Sikkim.

Director, Sports & 
Youth Affairs Depart-
ment, Doma Tshering, 
mentioned that the de-
partment organized the 
Junior Olympics from the 
block-level and then at 
district-level and finally at 
the state-level to promote 
the Olympic movement at 
the grassroot level. 

She added that the 
event aims to provide ex-
posure and platforms to 
talented sportspersons 
at the grassroots level 
and then promote them 
to higher levels. 

turn to pg02

Sikkim among seven states 
given performance incentive 

grant from Jal Shakti Ministry

Only one more case even as 72,815 
vaccine doses administered thus far

SUMMIT REPORT
Gangtok, 28 Mar:

The Jal Shakti Ministry 
has approved Rs 465 

crore as a performance 
incentive grant for sev-
en states including Sik-
kim on 27 March, a press 
communique from the 
Chief Minister's Office 
informs. 

These states qualified 
for the incentive grant 
for 2020-21 under Jal Je-
evan Mission - Har Ghar 
Jal to provide assured 
tap water supply to every 
rural home by 2024, the 
release adds.

This was the first 
time that five states from 
the north-east qualified 
for performance incen-
tive grants. 

These states have 
been successful in swift-

ly implementing JJM de-
spite several geograph-
ical issues, the release 
claims further, adding 
that the criteria for the 
grants included physical 
and financial progress, 
the functionality of piped 
water supply schemes 
and the capacity to uti-
lise the fund.

Union Minister Ga-
jendra Singh Shekhawat 
approved the amount. 

The Chief Minister 
hailed it as a proud 
moment for the state 
and urged all to con-
tinue with the same 
spirit and achieve all 
the goals in the coming 
days. He also expressed 
gratitude towards all 
individuals involved in 
initiating the Mission 
in the state.

SUMMIT REPORT
Gangtok, 28 Mar: 

Sikkim reported only 
one new case of nov-

el coronavirus in the last 
24 hours offering some 
reprieve to nerves frayed 
by the impression creat-
ed by night curfews and 
enthusiastic police watch 
of Covid protocols.

And even this one 
new case is not of a local 
resident but an army per-
sonnel stationed here. He 
has been referred out-
side the State as per the 
COVID protocol of the In-
dian Army, it is informed.

Sikkim's tally of con-
firmed cases of COVID-19 
now stands at 6,227. 

Meanwhile, the num-
ber of active cases of 
coronavirus reduced to 
44 with the discharge 

of seven persons from 
the isolation facilities 
yesterday. The number 
of so recovered cases of 
COVID-19 in Sikkim has 
accordingly further im-
proved to 5,951.

In his daily health bul-
letin on Sunday, Health 

Department State IEC 
Officer, Sonam Gyaltsen 
Bhutia, informed that the 
solitary case reported 
in the last 24 hours was 
picked up from the test-
ing of 129 samples on 
Saturday. 

He added that anoth-

er primary contact of the 
tourist who had tested 
positive for COVID-19 a 
few days back, has tested 
negative. He added that 
samples of other con-
tacts will be tested after 
a few days to factor in the 
virus' incubation period.

Mr Bhutia informed 
that no vaccination drive 
for COVID-19 was car-
ried out on Saturday and 
Sunday. 

While providing de-
tails of the vaccination 
carried out so far in Sik-
kim, he informed that a 
total of 72,815 people 
have been vaccinated 
so far. Of these, 60,536 
have received the first 
dose thus far while 
12,279 persons have 
completed their vaccina-
tion schedule.

BJP and RSS workers 
clash with Police in 

UP, 3 cops suspended

Over 4 cr old vehicles on Indian roads, Karnataka tops list at 70 lakh
New Delhi, Mar 28 (PTI): Over four 
crore vehicles older than 15 years are 
plying on roads pan-India and fall under 
the ambit of green tax, with Karnataka 
occupying the top slot with more than 70 
lakh such vehicles. The Ministry of Road 
Transport and Highways has digitised the 
data of such vehicles throughout the coun-
try, excluding Andhra Pradesh, Madhya 
Pradesh, Telangana and Lakshadweep as 
their records were not available.

A proposal to levy green tax has al-
ready been sent to the states.

More than four crore vehicles have 
been found to be older than 15 years, in-
cluding over two crore which are more 
than 20 years old, as per the data.

The digitised vehicle records are as per 
the centralised Vahan database that ex-
cludes "Andhra Pradesh, Madhya Pradesh, 
Telangana, and Lakshadweep", the min-
istry said. Uttar Pradesh occupies the 
second spot with 56.54 lakh vehicles, of 
which 24.55 lakh are older than 20 years.

The capital Delhi is at the third place 

in terms of old and polluting vehicles at 
49.93 lakh, of which 35.11 lakh are older 
than 20 years. The digitisation of vehicle 
numbers revealed that Kerala has 34.64 
lakh such vehicles, followed by 33.43 lakh 
in Tamil Nadu, 25.38 lakh in Punjab and 
22.69 lakh in West Bengal.

Maharashtra, Odisha, Gujarat, Rajas-
than and Haryana have these vehicles in 
the range of 17.58 lakh and 12.29 lakh.

The number of such vehicles ranges be-
tween 1 lakh and 5.44 lakh for Jharkhand, 
Uttarakhand, Chhattisgarh, Himachal 
Pradesh, Puducherry, Assam, Bihar, Goa, 
Tripura and the union territories of Dadra-
Nagar Haveli and Daman and Diu.

Rest of the states have such old and 
polluting vehicles below one lakh each, as 
per the central data.

The government plans to impose a 
green tax on old vehicles soon in a bid pro-
tect the environment and curb pollution.

Vehicles like strong hybrids, electric 
vehicles and those running on alternate 
fuels like CNG, ethanol and LPG will be 

exempted. The revenue collected through 
the green tax will be utilised for tackling 
pollution, as per the ministry. Road Trans-
port and Highways Minister Nitin Gadkari 
in January this year had approved a pro-
posal to levy a 'green tax' on old vehicles 
which are polluting the environment.

The proposal has been sent to the 
states for consultation before it is formal-
ly notified. Green tax is imposed by a few 
states/UTs at different rates at present.

Under the scheme, transport vehicles 

older than eight years could be charged 
green tax at the time of renewal of fitness 
certificate at the rate of 10 to 25 per cent 
of road tax.

Personal vehicles will be charged green 
tax at the time of renewal of registration 
certification after 15 years; public trans-
port vehicles, such as city buses, will be 
levied lower green tax; while higher green 
tax (50 per cent of road tax) is proposed 
for vehicles being registered in highly pol-
luted cities. Differential tax will also be 

charged depending on fuel (petrol/ diesel) 
and the type of vehicle. Apart from strong 
hybrids, electric vehicles and alternate fuels 
like CNG, ethanol, LPG etc, vehicles used in 
farming, such as tractors, harvestors and til-
lers, will be exempted from the tax.

According to the ministry, the revenue 
collected from the green tax will be kept 
in a separate account and will be used for 
tackling pollution.

The states will be required to set up 
state-of-the-art facilities for emission 
monitoring. Listing the benefits of the 
green tax, Gadkari had said it will dissuade 
people from using vehicles which damage 
the environment and motivate them to 
switch to newer, less polluting vehicles.

The government earlier this month un-
veiled the finer details of the vehicle scrap-
ping policy that provides that about 5 per 
cent rebate on new cars would be offered 
to buyers on scrapping of old vehicles.

Gadkari has termed it a "win-win" pol-
icy that will help improve fuel efficiency 
and reduce pollution.  

Gangtok, 28 Mar 
[IPR]: Chief Minister 
Prem Singh Tamang 
has extended warm 
Holi greetings to the 
people of Sikkim.

In his message, he 
states that the festival 
of colours is a cele-
bration of friendship, 
brotherhood and re-
union, thus inspiring 
people to celebrate the 
occasion unitedly by 
disregarding resent-
ments, bitterness and 

discrimination.
The Chief Minis-

ter has wished for a 
fun and enjoyable 
Holi filled with sweet 
memories and joyous 
moments and ap-
pealed to the people 
to keep safe and cel-
ebrate duly adhering 
to the COVID-19 pro-
tocols. He has also 
extended prayers for 
better and brighter 
days for Sikkim and 
her people.

Mathura, 28 Mar [PTI]: 
Three police officials 
were suspended and 
another shifted on 
Sunday, a day after a 
fight broke out here 
between some police-
men and youth, said to 
be BJP and RSS work-
ers, officials said.

The fight took 
place after some po-
licemen allegedly mis-
behaved with an RSS 
Zila Pracharak, Manoj 
Kumar, when he was 
taking a bath in the Ya-
muna river during the 
Kumbh fair in Vrinda-
van, they said.

Soon after the in-
cident, a video sur-
faced on social media 
purportedly showing 
some youth entering 
into an altercation 
with two or three po-
licemen and one of 
them hitting a police-
man on his back with 
a helmet.

A police spokes-
person said while in-
spector, Kotwali, Anuj 
Kumar has been sent 
to the police lines, 
Kumbh area (VIP 
ghat) police outpost 
incharge, inspector 
PK Upadyay as well 
as constables Anil and 
Gautam have been sus-
pended.

A letter has also 
been written to au-
thorities concerned 
for action against 
two home guards, 

the police spokes-
person said.

Following the inci-
dent on Saturday, local 
BJP activists staged a 
dharma in protest the 
alleged misbehaviour 
of the policemen.

The local Congress 
leaders and workers 
had also accused the 
BJP and RSS activ-
ists of attacking po-
licemen, including 
the area SHO, and de-
manded action against 
them.

On Sunday, former 
leader of the Con-
gress Legislature Par-
ty in Uttar Pradesh, 
Pradeep Mathur said 
the party will stage a 
protest if the admin-
istration remains a 
silent spectator to the 
incident.

"To protect the 
democratic norms, 
Congress would state 
a dharna if the ad-
ministration remains 
a silent spectator and 
no action is taken 
against the alleged 
BJP/RSS activists 
who assaulted the po-
lice," Mathur said at 
a press conference in 
the presence of senior 
party leaders of the 
district.

RLD state vice 
president Kunvar 
Narendra Singh had 
also demanded action 
against the those in-
volved in the incident.
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She informed that a total of 15,726 students had 
participated in the block-level events across the State 
and then 3,777 students competed in the district-level.

She added that the CM One Mile Run was launched 
on 26 December and that 15,753 children had partic-
ipated at the block-level and 360 runners in the dis-
trict-level. 

The sports events commenced next in and around 
the capital. 

Khel Gaon at Reshithang will host athletic events, 
while archery will be held at the Archery Field at 
Tathangchen and boxing, badminton, football, kara-
te, taekwondo and badminton at different venues in 
the Paljor Stadium complex.

Minister for Sports & Youth Affairs Department, 
KN Lepcha was present as the guest of honour among 
other dignitaries. 

Interschool Jr...

RESPECT! Garbage and quality of 
life are much talked about now that the towns of 
Sikkim are in the midst of urban local body polls. 
And while we pay lip-service and occasionally 
earnest observations, missing from the narratives 
and promises are those who make Swach Sikkim 
possible. This mother in Singtam works hard 
since early morning to keep the nagar panchayat's 
streets clean. [from YOGEN THATAL]

SKM's Garib Jan Kalyan Prakostha delivers 
spectacles to Yuksam-Tashiding residents

Yangang farmers introduced 
to cooperative movement

Gangtok, 28 Mar [IPR]: 
An awareness pro-
gramme for farmers on 
cooperative societies 
was organized by Sikkim 
State Cooperative Union 
[SICUN] at the Yangang 
BAC conference hall on 
27 March. 

The programme was 
sponsored by APEX Co-
operatives of Sikkim and 
had Yangang MLA, Raj 
Kumari Thapa, as chief 
guest accompanied by SI-
CUN Chairman LP Kafley, 
Chief Executive Officer 
Karma Gelay Bhutia, As-
sistant Manager SIMFED, 
Deo Raj Limboo, Field 
Inspector Sikkim Milk 
Union, Mepon Lepcha, 
President Yangang MPCS, 
Deo Kumar Rai, Presi-
dent Lingmoo MPCS Anil 
Kumar Nepal.

In her address, the 
chief guest =mentioned 
that the participation of 
the younger generation 

in cooperative movement 
was crucial as it was also 
a way to make them 
self-reliant. She also 
thanked SICUN for or-
ganising the programme 
in a fruitful manner. 

The SICUN chairper-
son highlighted the func-

tions and objectives of 
SICUN to strengthen the 
cooperative movement 
in Sikkim and appealed 
for active participation 
of the members to make 
cooperatives more pro-
ductive.

SICUN Board of Di-

rector member, DK Rai, 
presented the welcome 
address in which he 
highlighted the aim of the 
programme to increase 
awareness regarding co-
operative societies.

Cooperative Educa-
tors of SICUN briefed the 

meet about the benefits 
of cooperative societies 
and their management.

The programme also 
included an interactive 
session between the 
farmers and the con-
cerned representatives 
of the apex cooperatives.

PRITAM LAMA
Gyalshing, 28 Mar:

Sikkim Krantikari 
Morcha's Jan Kalyan 

Prakostha delivered 
spectacles sponsored 
by the Chief Minis-
ter to eye patients in 
need who were pre-
scribed the same at a 
free medical check-up 
camp during the 3-day 
Yuksam-Tashiding tour 
of the CM.

Today, on the first 
day, around 100 peo-
ple from Yuksam and 
Khecheopalri received 
the spectacles at their 
respective villages.

SKM Garib Jan Kaly-
an Prakostha's chief co-
ordinator Manoj Lama 
informs, "We have 
started distributing the 

spectacles to those pa-
tients who attended the 
medical check-up camp 
during the Chief Minis-
ter's visit. These glassed 
have been sponsored 
by Chief Minister Prem 
Singh Tamang. Next, we 
will cover Rinchenpong 
constituency."

Additional Political 
Secretary to the Chief 
Minister, Madhusudan 
Sharma, Garib Jan Kalyan 
Prakostha West District 
medical advisor Dipesh 
Bhandari, and West Dis-
trict Chalak Convenor 
Dawa Tamang were part 
of the team today.

Controversial Delhi Bill becomes law
New Delhi, 28 Mar [PTI]: 
A controversial bill pro-
posing to give more pow-
ers to Delhi's Lieutenant 
Governor - the centre's 
representative - com-
pared to the city's elected 
government, was cleared 
by President Ram Nath 
Kovind on Sunday, offi-
cially becoming law. The 
Union Home Ministry 
will now declare when it 
will come into effect.

On Wednesday, the 
bill was passed by the 
Rajya Sabha amid a walk-
out by the Congress and 
several other opposition 
parties including Delhi's 
ruling Aam Aadmi Party.

The bill is seen as a 
huge setback to Arvind 
Kejriwal's government, 
which has been sparring 
with the Lieutenant Gov-
ernor since it came to 
power for the first time 
in the national capital in 
2013.

The Government of 
National Capital Territo-
ry of Delhi (Amendment) 
Bill makes it clear that 
the term "government" 
in Delhi means the Lieu-
tenant Governor and his 
opinion has to be taken 
before the Delhi govern-
ment takes any executive 
action.

The bill was passed 
in parliament after two 
days of chaos in the Up-
per House, where oppo-

sition MPs repeatedly 
said it will destroy de-
mocracy. The opposition 
has been demanding that 
the bill be sent to a Select 
Committee.

The legislation was 
passed in Rajya Sabha by 
a voice vote. The opposi-
tion had sought a division 
when the government 
moved the bill for consid-
eration. During voting, 83 
members were in favour 
while 45 opposed the bill. 
Just before the passage of 
the bill, the Congress too 
walked out.

The AAP govern-
ment in Delhi has regu-
larly accused the BJP of 
trying to rule Delhi by 
proxy through the Lieu-
tenant-Governor.

Most opposition par-
ties, including the Con-
gress, the Trinamool Con-
gress, Lalu Yadav's Rash-
triya Janata Dal, Shiv Sena, 
the ruling YSR Congress of 
Andhra Pradesh, and the 
Akali Dal had opposed the 
bill. The YSR Congress had 
walked out in the middle 
of the debate.

AAP said the bill will 
not be accepted by the 
people and there will be 
protests, much like the 
farmers' protests. It also 
said one of the key rea-
sons the bill was brought 
was Mr Kejriwal's sup-
port for the protesting 
farmers.

COVID-19: 
Daily deaths 
over 300 for 
first time this 
year, 62,714 
new cases
New Delhi, Mar 28 
(PTI): India saw 62,714 
new coronavirus infec-
tions in a day, the highest 
single day rise so far this 
year, taking the nation-
wide COVID-19 tally to 
1,19,71,624, while the 
daily deaths crossed the 
300-mark for the first 
time in 2021, according 
to the Union Health Min-
istry data updated on 
Sunday.

Registering a steady 
increase for the 18th day 
in row, active cases have 
increased to 4,86,310 
comprising 4.06 per cent 
of the total infections. 
The recovery rate has 
further dropped to 94.58 
per cent, the data stated

The 62,714 new cases 
were reported in a span 
of 24 hours, the highest 
since October 16, 2020, 
while the death toll in-
creased to 1,61,552 with 
312 daily new fatalities, 
the highest in around 
three months, the data 
updated at 8 am showed

The daily death toll 
of 312 is the highest 
since December 25, 2020 
when 336 new deaths 
were reported

As many as 63,371 
new infections were re-
corded in a span of 24 
hours on October 16

The number of people 
who have recuperated 
from the disease surged 
to 1,13,23,762, while the 
case fatality rate stood at 
?1.35 per cent, the data 
stated. ? ?

India's COVID-19 tal-
ly had crossed the 20-
lakh mark on August 7, 
30 lakh on August 23, 40 
lakh on September 5 and 
50 lakh on September 16. 
It went past ?60 lakh on 
September 28, 70 lakh on 
October 11, crossed 80 
lakh on October 29, 90 
lakh on November 20 and 
surpassed the one-crore 
mark on December 19

According to the 
ICMR, 24,09,50,842 
samples have been test-
ed up to March 27 with 
11,81,289 samples being 
tested on Saturday.

The 312 new fatal-
ities include 166 from 
Maharashtra, 45 from 
Punjab, 14 from Kerala, 
13 from Chhattisgarh, 
and 10 from Delhi

A total of 161552 
deaths have been report-
ed so far in the country 
including 54073 from 
Maharashtra, 12659 
from Tamil Nadu, 12492 
from Karnataka, 10997 
from Delhi, 10322 from 
West Bengal, 8783 from 
Uttar Pradesh and 7203 
from Andhra Pradesh 
and 6621 from Punjab

The health ministry 
stressed that more than 
70 per cent of the deaths 
occurred due to comor-
bidities

"Our figures are being 
reconciled with the Indi-
an Council of Medical Re-
search," the ministry said 
on its website, adding 
that state-wise distribu-
tion of figures is subject 
to further verification 
and reconciliation.

Farmers burn copies of farm laws to 
mark 'Holika Dahan' day before Holi

New Delhi, 28 Mar 
[NDTV]: On protest 
against the centre's new 
agricultural laws, farm-
ers camping on the out-
skirts of Delhi and in 
Punjab burnt copies of 
the centre's new farm 
laws during 'Holika Da-
han' - a ritual observed a 
day before the festival of 
Holi, farmers groups said 
on Sunday.

The protesting farm-
ers celebrated Holi at the 
borders of the capital and 
maintained that their 
agitation will continue 
till the farm laws are re-
pealed and a separate 
law on minimum sup-
port price is enacted, the 
famers' umbrella body 
Samyukta Kisan Morcha 
said in a statement.

The Samyukta Ki-
san Morcha also said 
that it will observe "FCI 
Bachao Diwas" on April 
5, adding that offices of 

the Food Corporation of 
India (FCI) will be pick-
eted from 11 am to 5 pm 
across the country.

"The government has 
made several attempts 
to end the minimum 
support price (MSP) 
and public distribution 
system (PDS) indirectly. 
The FCI's budget has also 
been reduced over the 
last few years. Recently, 
the FCI also changed the 
rules for procurement 
of crops," the statement 
said.

In Punjab too farmers 
burnt copies of the three 
contentious central farm 
laws at many places in on 
Sunday to mark Holika 
Dahan, when bonfires 
are lit on Holi eve sym-
bolising the victory of 
good over evil.

Bharti Kisan Union 
(Ekta Ugrhana) general 
secretary Sukhdev Singh 
Kokrikalan said the pro-

testing farmers set the 
copies of three farm leg-
islations on fire at 42 
places in 16 districts of 
the state.

Thousands of farm-
ers, mainly from Punjab, 
Haryana and western 
Uttar Pradesh, have been 
camping at Singhu, Tikri 
and Ghazipur border of 
Delhi with their main de-
mand of complete repeal 
of the three farm laws 
and a legal guarantee for 
the minimum support 
price on their crops.

So far, there have 
been 11 rounds of talks 
between the protesting 
unions and government, 
but the deadlock has con-
tinued as both sides have 
stuck to their stand.

In January, the gov-
ernment had offered to 
suspend the farm laws 
for 12-18 months, which 
was rejected by the farm-
er unions.

Suicide attack rocks Indonesia 
church, several wounded

Djakarta, 28 Mar [al-
Jazeera]: Two suicide 
bombers detonated ex-
plosives outside a Cath-
olic church in the Indo-
nesian city of Makassar, 
wounding fourteen peo-
ple on the first day of the 
Easter Holy Week, the 
country’s national police 
said.

The explosion took 
place on Sunday at a time 
the congregation was 
inside the church on the 
island of Sulawesi, police 
said, just as the mass was 
ending.

Fourteen people were 
hurt in the blast, national 
police spokesman Argo 
Yuwono said. The two 
suspects were the only 
fatalities.

Local police had pre-
viously said the bomber 
had acted alone.

Father Wilhelmus 
Tulak, a priest who was 
leading mass at the time 
of the explosion, told 
Indonesian media the 
church’s security guards 
suspected two motor-
ists who wanted to enter 
the church. One of them 
detonated his explosives 
and died near the gate 
after being confronted by 
guards.

He said the explo-
sion occurred at about 
10:30am (03:30 GMT) 
and that none of the wor-
shippers was killed.

Security camera foot-
age showed a blast that 
blew flame, smoke and 
debris into the middle of 
the road.

Makassar Mayor 
Danny Pomanto said the 
blast could have caused 
far more casualties if it 
had taken place at the 
church’s main gate in-
stead of a side entrance.

Police did not say who 

might be responsible for 
the apparent attack and 
there was no immediate 
claim of responsibility.

Police blamed the 
ISIL-inspired Jamaah 
Ansharut Daulah (JAD) 
group for suicide attacks 
in 2018 on churches and 
a police post in the city 
of Surabaya that killed 
more than 30 people.

Boy Rafli Amar, the 
head of the country’s Na-
tional Counterterrorism 
Agency, described Sun-
day’s attack as an act of 
“terrorism”.

Makassar, Sulawe-
si’s biggest city, reflects 
the religious makeup of 
Indonesia, the world’s 
largest Muslim-majority 
country with a substan-
tial Christian minority 
and followers of other 
religions.

“Whatever the motive 
is, this act isn’t justified 
by any religion because 
it harms not just one 
person but others, too,” 
Yaqut Cholil Qoumas, In-
donesia’s religious affairs 
minister, said in a state-
ment.

Gomar Gultom, head 
of the Indonesian Council 
of Churches, described 
the attack as a “cruel inci-
dent” as Christians were 
celebrating Palm Sunday, 
and urged people to re-
main calm and trust the 
authorities.

Indonesia’s deadli-
est attack took place on 
the tourist island of Bali 
in 2002, when bombers 
killed 202 people, most 
of them foreign tourists.

In subsequent years, 
security forces in Indo-
nesia scored some ma-
jor successes in tackling 
armed groups but, more 
recently, there has been 
a resurgence of violence.

Cop faces double whammy 
while probing drunken-driving

Hyderabad, Mar 28 (PTI): 
An Assistant Sub-Inspec-
tor of Police (ASI) was 
seriously injured when a 
taxi hit him at Nizampet 
here while he was prob-
ing into a case of drunk-
en- driving, police said 
on Sunday.

The ASI had reached 
the spot after getting in-
formation that two peo-
ple -- a Home Guard and 
a woman - were injured 
after they were knocked 
down by an alleged 
drunken car driver in an-
other incident, they said.

Both the incidents 
happened on the inter-
vening night of Saturday 
and Sunday when a po-
lice team was involved in 
checking drunken-driv-
ing, they said.

According to a senior 
police official, the team 
asked a man driving a car 
to stop it while approach-
ing the checking point.

But, the person took 
the vehicle in reverse, 
tried to flee and in the 
process hit the Home 
Guard and the woman on 
the road. Then, the driver 
came to a halt after ram-
ming into a signboard, he 
said.

Police took the car 
driver to the local police 
station for a breathaly-
ser test when it was con-
firmed that he was driv-
ing under the influence 
of alcohol.

Meanwhile, the ASI, 
after having been alerted, 
visited the scene when 
the taxi driver hit him. 
But this driver was not 
drunk, the official said, 
adding that the ASI was 
hospitalised in a critical 
condition.

The car driver who 
was drunk and the taxi 
driver who was not were 
taken into custody, he 
further said.
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RUCHI DIAGNOSTIC CLINIC
Behind telephone Exchange Near Old STNM Hospital. Gangtok

PH: 03592-203333, 204876, 8509373970
EXISTING FACILITIES:
ULTRASOUND
DIGITAL X-RAY
ECHOCARDIOGRAPHY
COLOR DOPPLER
PATHOLOGY
MICROBIOLOGY
BIOCHEMISTRY
ENDOSCOPY
B M D
E C G
DENTAL O P G
GASTRO CLINIC
PAEDIATRIC CLINIC
MEDICAL CLINIC
ORTHO CLINIC
E N T CLINIC
GYNEA CLINIC
PHYSIOTHERAPY
SPECIALISED TESTS
BLOOD COLLECTION CENTRES 
AT :
	 Sushruta Medical, 
 Ranipool.    
 

 Arihant Medical, Opp.
 CRH gate, 5th Mile.

COMPLETE E N T FACILITIES 
UNDER ONE ROOF

ENT O P D Monday to Friday
10.00 am to 2.30 pm

1.ENT OPD CLINIC
2.ENT ENDOSCOPIES
3.MICROSCOPIC PROCEDURES
4.MINOR O T PROCEDURES
5.VERTIGO MANAGEMENT
6.AUDIOMETRY, TYMPANOME-
TRY AND HEARING AIDS. 

CONSULTANT ENT SURGEON
DR. ONGDEN GYATSO, MS (AIIMS)

GASTRO CLINIC & O P D
8.00 am to 9.00 am

MEDICAL CLINIC & O P D
9.30 am

ORTHO AND GYNEA 
CLINICS & O P D

3.00 pm
PAEDIATRIC CLINIC & O P D

8.00 am And 6.00 pm
VACCINATION CLINIC

Neighbourhood Youth Parl at Rubdi-Karek
Rangpo, 23 Mar: A Neighbourhood Youth Parliament was held 
at Rubdi Karek community hall by Nehru Yuva Kendra, Namchi, 
in collaboration with Amardeep Club of Rubdi Karek today. The 
programme had MB ["Stephen"] Subba, Panchayat Vice President, 
as a guest speaker accompanied by Som Bahadur Rai, the president 
of Amardeep Club, and Anita Rai, a former National Youth Volun-

teer of NYK as special guests. Members of Lakshya Children's Club 
of Karek, the Red Ribbon Club and SAATHI members of Kabrey Sec-
ondary School  and other students in the area actively participated 
in the neighbourhood youth Parliament and shared their opinions 
on the role of youth in the society, problems facing society and re-
sponsibilities of the civil society. [from SANJAY AGARWAL]

Border personnel treated to cultural 
show at Sherathang and Kupup

Gangtok, 28 Mar [IPR]: 
A two-day Border Area 
Cultural Programme was 
organised at Sherathang 
and Kupup in East Sik-
kim on 27 and 28 March 
by the North East Zonal 
Cultural Centre in coor-
dination with the Culture 
Department.

The programme had 
Advisor, Culture De-
partment, Bhim Kumari 
Sharma, as chief guest 
accompanied by Army 
Officers, officials of Cul-
ture Department, NEZCC 

Programme Officer Oli-
ver T. Pongen, and Army 
personnel posted in the 
border areas.

The chief guest 
=thanked the Army for 
their dedication and com-
mitment to guarding the 
frontiers in such harsh 
weather conditions and 
expressed her happiness 
on being invited to spend 
a few hours with them and 
thanked them for their 
support in making the 
programme a success. 

She informed that 

such programmes impart 
knowledge about folk 
dances of other states 
and help in spreading 
awareness about them 
among the general public 
and also gives an oppor-
tunity to the talented folk 
artists to showcase their 
talents. 

Cultural troupes from 
states like Nagaland, 
Arunachal Pradesh, Ra-
jasthan, Hariyana etc 
along with the local art-
ists from Sikkim per-
formed at the gathering.

2 candidates take out joint rally in Gangtok
SUMMIT REPORT
Gangtok, 28 Mar: 

On the last day of the 
municipal election 

campaign, candidate for 
Lower MG Marg, Ashok 
Kumar Prasad, and can-
didate from Arithang-II, 
Raju Tamang, took out a 
joint rally in the capital 
on Sunday. 

The joint effort made 
for a grand display and 
the rally, which started 
from Denzong Cinema, 
covered Lal Bazaar, MG 
Marg, Tharo Line and 
Sisa Golai, then entered 
Arithang.

Speaking to media 
persons during the ral-
ly, Ashok Kumar Prasad 
stated that the rally was 
not a demonstration of 
strength but an expres-
sion of love and belief of 

the people. 
He expressed confi-

dence about receiving 
the full support of the 
people of the ward on 31 
March, the day of polling. 

While strongly re-
futing and condemning 
rumors of having the 
support of the Sikkim 
Krantikari Morcha, he 
explained that his op-
position has already 
accepted defeat and 
were now resorting 

to false allegations on 
not being able to digest 
their loss.

Likewise, Arithang-
II candidate, Raju Ta-
mang also expressed 
confidence about win-
ning and claimed to have 
the support of 80% of the 
people of his ward. 

He urged the people 
not to waste their votes 
and elect the right candi-
date to reach their voice 
to the right place.

Block-level cricket tourney at Sumbuk

Sumbuk, 28 Mar: A two-day Block 
Level Cricket Tournament got un-
derway at Sumbuk SSS playground 
today, organised by Sumbuk Al-
pine Cricket Club in collaboration 
with NYK-Namchi and Kanchanjyoti 
Youth Club of Sumbuk.

There are 10 teams in the fray and 
Hamro Ekta Sadam, Sumbuk Alpine 
Cricket Club, Ujan VI & Goam SAG 
cleared the first and second round 
matches and will meet in the semi-final 
on Monday.

[from SUYOG PRADHAN]

Train, temples attacked as Bangladesh 
clashes spread after PM Modi wisit

Dhaka, 28 Mar [Reuters]: 
Hundreds of members of 
a hardline Islamist group 
attacked Hindu temples 
and a train in eastern 
Bangladesh on Sunday, 
the police and a local 
journalist said, as vio-
lence spread across the 
country in the wake of a 
visit by Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi.

Local police and 
doctors have said at 
least 11 protesters have 
been killed since Friday 
in clashes with police 
during demonstrations 
organised by Islamist 
groups against PM Mo-
di's visit. Violence has 
raged on since PM Modi's 
departure as anger has 
swelled over the deaths.

PM Modi arrived in 
Dhaka on Friday to mark 
the 50th anniversary 
of Bangladesh's nation-
hood, and he left on Sat-
urday after gifting Prime 
Minister Sheikh Hasina 
some 12 lakh COVID-19 
vaccine shots.

The protesters accuse 
PM Modi of discriminato-
ry policies against Mus-
lims in India.

On Friday, dozens of 
people were injured in 
the densely-populated 
capital Dhaka as police 

fired tear gas and rubber 
bullets at protesters.

Thousands of pro-
testers marched down 
streets across Bangla-
desh on Sunday.

Supporters with the 
Hefazat-e-Islam group 
attacked a train in the 
eastern district of Brah-
manbaria, resulting in 10 
people being injured, a 
police official said.

"They attacked the 
train and damaged its en-
gine room and almost all 
the coaches," the official 
told Reuters, declining to 
be named as he was not 
authorised to speak to 
the media.

Several government 
offices, including the 
land office and a govern-
ment-sponsored music 
academy, were set on fire 
and several Hindu temples 
were also attacked, said 
Javed Rahim, a journalist 
in Brahmanbaria town.

"We are in extreme 
fear and feeling really 
helpless," Rahim told Re-
uters by telephone, add-
ing: "Even the press club 
was attacked, leaving 
many injured, including 
the press club president."

One protester, who 
sustained an injury 
during Saturday's clash 

in Brahmanbaria, died on 
Sunday, a doctor said.

Islamist demonstra-
tors also set alight two 
buses in the western dis-
trict of Rajshahi on Sun-
day, while hundreds of 
protesters clashed with 
police in several places, 
pelting them with stones, 
three police sources in 
three districts said.

Protesters used elec-
tric poles, timber and 
sand bags to block roads 
and police retaliated 
with rubber bullets and 
tear gas, leaving dozens 
injured in Narayanganj, 
just outside the capital, 
Dhaka, one police official 
said.

Protesters also van-
dalised and burned sev-
eral buses in Dhaka as 
they blocked many roads, 
a police official said.

The protests have 
flared into wider demon-
strations against police 
killings, and the He-
fazat-e-Islam enforced 
a nationwide strike on 
Sunday.

"Police opened fire on 
our peaceful supporters," 
Hefazat-e-Islam's organ-
ising secretary Azizul 
Haque told a rally. "We 
will not let the blood of 
our brothers go in vain."

Prepare for lockdown, Covid rules not 
being followed: Uddhav Thackeray

New Delhi, 23 Mar 
[NDTV]: Amid a massive 
surge in coronavirus cas-
es in Maharashtra, Chief 
Minister Uddhav Thac-
keray on Sunday asked 
officials to prepare a plan 
to impose a lockdown, 
saying people were not 
following safety rules.

The decision was tak-
en at a meeting attended 
by Mr Thackeray, Health 
Minister Rajesh Tope, 
Chief Secretary Sitaram 
Kunte, doctors of the 
COVID-19 task force and 
other officials, an official 
statement said.

At the meeting, of-
ficials and members of 
the task force expressed 
concerns over the rising 
number of cases. The 
upward trend of cases 
may also lead to a rise in 
Covid-related deaths in 
the state, the officials of 
the task force said.

The Chief Minister 
said the state may also 
face a healthcare crisis 
and see a shortage of in-
frastructure for treating 
COVID-19 patients.

Officials have been 
instructed to stop the 
general public from vis-
iting government offices 
and the state secretariat 
- Mantralaya.

Health Minister 
Rajesh Tope said since 
people are not following 
the rules, the adminis-
tration is forced to move 
towards a lockdown.

At present, of the 
3.75 lakh isolation beds, 
1.07 lakh are occupied in 
the state and the rest are 
filling up rapidly, Princi-
pal Secretary (Health) Dr 
Pradeep Vyaas said.

Of the 60,349 oxygen 
beds, 12,701 are already 
occupied, he said, add-
ing, 1,881 ventilators of 
the available 9,030 have 
patients of coronavirus.

There might be a 
shortfall in the health care 
infrastructure in the state, 
Dr Vyaas warned given the 
sharp surge in the state.

A night curfew will 
be enforced starting to-
day as the state struggles 
with its biggest surge in 
coronavirus infections 

since the beginning of 
the pandemic. Shopping 
malls will remain shut 
from 8 pm to 7 am.

The state has been re-
porting the highest num-
ber of coronavirus cases 
over the last few days. 
On Saturday, state capital 
Mumbai reported 6,123 
new COVID-19 cases, its 
single-highest surge in 
24 hours since the be-
ginning of the pandem-
ic, along with 12 deaths. 
The new cases took the 
city's overall caseload to 
3,91,751 and the death 
count to 11,641.

Maharashtra logged 
35,726 new COVID-19 
cases on Saturday, taking 
the total number of cases 
to 26,73,461 in the state, 
as per the health bulletin.

Cases have surged 
across several states 
in since late February, 
following a near-full re-
opening of the economy 
and flouting of safety 
measures such as the 
wearing of face masks 
and social distancing, 
health officials said. 

Delhi zoo to bring 3 more 
tigers for breeding purposes; 
ostrich, chinkara to be added

BJP expels 7 leaders for contesting 
as independent candidates in Assam

GAURAV SAINI
New Delhi, Mar 28 
(PTI): The Delhi zoo 
may soon get three tigers 
from Chennai and Nag-
pur for "breeding pur-
poses" under an animal 
exchange programme, 
officials have said.

Zoo Director Ramesh 
Pandey said they plan 
to bring a pair of tigers 
from the Gorewada zoo 
in Nagpur, while another 
male tiger is likely to be 
brought from Chennai.

A Royal Bengal ti-
gress was brought to 
the zoo from Kanpur for 
breeding proposes in No-
vember last year.

The Delhi zoo is a 
participant in the "Con-
servation Breeding Pro-
gramme" of the Royal 
Bengal Tiger.

According to the Cen-
tral Zoo Authority, the 
Conservation Breeding 
Programme is the science 
of conserving a species 
by preventing an immi-
nent population collapse 
in the wild due to a large 
number of eliminative 
pressures such as habitat 
loss, habitat fragmenta-
tion, industrialisation, 
poaching, illegal trade 
and climate change.

At present, the Delhi 
zoo has seven tigers, in-
cluding five white tigers, 
Pandey said.

"A pair of sloth bears 
from the Nagpur facility 
is also on the cards," he 
added.

A pair each of ostrich-
es and chinkara (Indian 
gazelle) will be brought 
from Chandigarh this 

month, Pandey said, add-
ing that the number of 
animal species in the zoo 
is likely to increase to 93 
before it is reopened for 
the public on April 1 af-
ter remaining closed for 
over a year due to the 
coronavirus and bird-flu 
outbreaks.

The Delhi zoo has not 
had a chinkara since July 
2019.

Chennai may also 
provide a male ostrich 
and a grey heron to the 
Delhi zoo, Pandey said.

"A proposal has been 
submitted to the Central 
Zoo Authority (CZA) to 
bring five species from 
the Visakhapatnam zoo, 
including star tortoise, 
dhole (wild dogs) and 
iguana," the director said, 
adding that the target 
is to increase the num-
ber of species to 100 by 
the end of financial year 
2021-22.

At present, the Del-
hi zoo has 88 species of 
animals, up from 83 in 
March last year.

The zoo administra-
tion is also in the process 
of bringing bar-headed 
goose and godwit from 
Rohtak. Recently, the Del-
hi zoo got a male sloth 
bear from Bilaspur, Ch-
hattisgarh and a pair of 
striped hyenas.

Pandey said once 
the zoo reopens, around 
2,000 visitors will be 
allowed per day in two 
shifts of four hours each.

The entry tickets will 
have to be booked online 
as there will be no ticket 
counter, he added.

Guwahati, 28 Mar [PTI]: 
The Bharatiya Janata Par-
ty (BJP) in Assam said 
that it has expelled seven 
leaders from the primary 
membership of the party 
for six years for contest-
ing as independent can-
didates in the assembly 
election after being de-
nied tickets.

"The state party 
president Ranjeet Ku-
mar Dass has expelled 
the seven persons for six 
years with immediate 
effect for contesting as 
independents against the 
party's nominated candi-
dates," Assam BJP gener-
al secretary Rajdeep Roy 
said. Earlier on March 18, 

the Assam BJP had ex-
pelled 15 leaders, includ-
ing former deputy speak-
er Dilip Kumar Paul, from 
the party for six years for 
joining the assembly poll 
fray as Independents af-
ter being denied tickets.

The BJP is contesting 
in 92 of the 126 assem-
bly constituencies, leav-
ing the rest to its allies 
- the Asom Gana Pari-
shad (AGP) and United 
People''s Party Liberal 
(UPPL).

The first phase of the 
Assam assembly election 
was held on Saturday. 
The state will have poll-
ing in two more phases 
on April 1 and 6.
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down, even appreciate if they like something in 
this paper. Letters carrying abusive/ indecorous 
language and personal attacks, except when 
against people responsible in this newspaper 
(who are fair game), will have to be ignored. 
Letters which carry forward a conversation or 
initiate a dialogue will command immediate 
attention and receive prominence.  Mail us at: 
news@summittimes.com

Audit Uncovers, but 
who cares?

The Legislature should leverage CAG Reports 
to make the Executive more accountable

The Report of the Comptroller and Auditor General of 
India is tabled every year, and even though the scale 

of misappropriations and irregularities recorded in this 
document vary from year to year, it always makes for 
some interesting reading. The auditors do a remarkable 
job of combing through accounts and projects of the 
State Government and put out impressively profession-
al records every year. Of course, a lot of the findings are 
embarrassing and the occasional one is shocking, but this 
is clearly an undertaking which is aimed to deliver much 
more than just entertainment. The Report is the culmina-
tion of a yearlong exercise of auditors trawling records 
and crosschecking claims through site-visits and follow-
ing up paper trails. What does this achieve in the end? A 
tabling on the last day of an Assembly session and only 
the rare, if ever, discussion in the Assembly. There might 
an occasional report in newspapers of the more “inter-
esting” findings, but that’s about it. This is not the fate 
originally envisaged for these documents. In fact, the CAG 
Reports would have served their purpose if they deliv-
ered shock-therapy to restart the system of accountabili-
ty within government departments.

Readers, the few who might have read reports drawn 
from the CAG Report in this newspaper, would have won-
dered why such shocking episodes - like government de-
partments spending nearly 12% of the State’s entire an-
nual budget on the last day of the financial year - do not 
cause even embarrassed blushes, leave aside suspensions 
or show-cause notices which even attending picnics can 
sometimes attract in Sikkim? Well, simply put, because 
nothing really comes of these audit reports. 

There is something known as the Public Accounts Com-
mittee made up of MLAs whose job it is to study the CAG 
Report, deliberate on the deficiencies and irregularities 
flagged in it, and, acting on the advice of the Accountant Gen-
eral, hold hearing, summon officials and recommend action 
after fixing responsibility. It does not help that Sikkim invari-
ably ends up with either clean sweeps or alliances of con-
venience because the PAC then ends up being staffed with 
treasury bench or treasury-leaning legislators. It would be 
a bit too much to expect this committee to come down too 
heavily on its own government’s slip-ups so departments 
tend to get away without so much as even a light rap on the 
knuckles at worst. Also, like the courts of the country, the 
PAC too is wading through a huge backlog. 

The most recent PAC recommendations, it appears, 
are for CAG findings from years as far back as even 2012-
13. As per the 2019 CAG Report, in 25 per cent cases, the 
concerned departments had not submitted explanatory 
notes on the paragraphs/ Performance Audits included 
in the Audit Report pertaining to the year 2012-13. When 
it comes to 2016-17, none of the CAG comments had re-
ceived the required explanations from the departments. 
The immediacy highlighted in the CAG Reports gets 
dulled because of such delay and corrective measures can 
even become obsolete if they arrive so late. The Legisla-
tive arm of government should step up its game because 
by doing so, it will wrest back the essence of its watchdog 
role. The PAC reports and recommendations, after all, are 
the principal medium by which the Legislature enforces 
financial accountability of the Executives.

The Finance Department has issued standing orders 
to all departments to furnish explanatory notes on the 
paragraphs and performance audits within one month of 
the issue of Audit Reports. Delays, despite Departmental 
Audit and Accounts Committees, headed by the respec-
tive Heads of Departments, having been in place since 
November 2010, are inexcusable. Their specific job is to 
“monitor the response and corrective action on findings re-
ported in the IRs issued by the Accountant General (audit)”. 
What are IRs? Initial audit observations are usually com-
municated to the Departments through what are known as 
Inspection Reports (IRs) with only the more serious irreg-
ularities getting included in the CAG Report. There is also a 
State Audit and Accounts Committee to oversee the working 
of the DAAC. Neither appears to be doing anything remotely 
effective towards establishing fiscal prudence or account-
ability, which is why it is important for the PAC to crack the 
whip harder because even when it makes specific recom-
mendations. It does not help that the PAC does not always 
speak in a stern enough tone. In March 2017, for instance, 
the PAC directed the Department to "ponder upon Audit 
observations and initiate remedial actions subject to 
practicality." Such a direction leaves the door open for 
an excuse to weasel through. Left to the CAG office alone, 
and the embarrassment runs off the back of government 
departments like water off the proverbial duck, unless, of 
course, PAC cracks a stronger whip.

COVID-19 stress toll is a family affair: 4 
ways to support mothers’ mental health

Africa’s 2 elephant species are both 
endangered, due to poaching and habitat loss

GEORGE WITTEMYER
theconversation.com

Humans have been over-exploiting 
African elephants for centuries. 

More than 2,000 years ago, the Ro-
man Empire’s demand for ivory led to 
the extinction of genetically distinct 
elephant populations in northern Af-
rica. But in recent times, population 
increases among southern African el-
ephants and declines across the rest 
of the continent have made it hard 
to clearly assess how threatened the 
species is overall.

I serve on a team of scientists that 
recently reviewed African elephants’ 
status for the International Union for 
Conservation of Nature (IUCN). We 
compiled data from over 400 sites 
across Africa, spanning 50 years of 
conservation efforts – and our results 
were grim.

The number of African savanna el-
ephants – the largest subspecies of el-
ephants – has declined by 60% since 
1990. And forest elephants, which 
the IUCN is treating as a separate spe-
cies for the first time, have declined 
in number by over 86%. Based on our 
assessment, the IUCN has changed its 
listing from “vulnerable” for all Af-
rican elephants to “endangered” for 
savanna elephants and “critically en-
dangered” for forest elephants.

TWO SPECIES
By separating savanna and forest 

elephants into independent assess-
ments, our report reveals the criti-
cal state of the more elusive forest 
elephants, which was obscured in 

previous reviews that lumped all of 
Africa’s elephants together. Scientific 
evidence for separating the species 
has been building over the past two 
decades, and many taxonomists felt 
this recognition was long overdue.

Increased research on forest el-
ephants highlights the dramatic de-
clines these secretive giants are un-
dergoing. Studies also show that they 
are among the slowest-reproducing 
mammals on the planet. This means 
that even if they receive adequate 
protection, their recovery will take 
decades.

GLOBAL THREATS, GLOBAL 
SOLUTIONS

Scientists believe that elephant 
populations across Africa actually in-
creased during the early 20th centu-
ry, when nations were entrenched in 
global wars and consumption of ivory 
and other luxury items declined. Af-
ter World War II, however, conspicu-
ous consumption surged. Over-hunt-
ing for ivory drove severe declines in 
the number of elephants in the 1970s 
and 1980s.

Thanks to interconnected global 
trade networks, along with porous 
and unregulated borders in many 
parts of Africa, rising ivory demand in 
one part of the world quickly trans-
lates into higher black market ivory 
prices in Africa. And these higher 
prices lead to poaching.

Removing elephants from an area 
can pave the way for converting forests 
and grasslands to agriculture. This cy-
cle has led to the depletion of much of 
African elephants’ historic range.

Habitat loss also brings elephants 
and humans closer together, leading 
to more human-elephant conflict. 
Such clashes lead to the direct loss 
of elephants. They also are a burden 
for local communities that can erode 
their interest in and support for con-
servation.

While the scale of decline in Af-
rica’s elephant populations is over-
whelming, there are many examples 
of successful conservation efforts 
across the continent. The KAZA (Ka-
vango-Zambezi) Transfrontier Con-
servation effort, anchored by Botswa-
na, holds the largest contiguous ele-
phant population on the continent, 
and that population has experienced 
strong growth over the past 50 years. 
This success reflects government col-
laboration across borders and work 
with local communities.

Joint international efforts to re-
duce the illegal ivory trade are raising 
awareness of the problems with ivory 
consumption. China banned domes-
tic ivory trade in 2017, and concur-
rently ivory poaching across many 
elephant populations in Africa de-
clined – including in the largest popu-
lations in Tanzania and Kenya, which 
were under severe pressure less than 
10 years ago. The core population 
of forest elephants in Gabon, which 
declined by 80% between 2004 and 
2014, has stabilized with increased 
government investment and reduced 
poaching pressure.

Innovative work with commu-
nities in countries such as Namibia 
and Kenya to enhance people’s live-

lihoods by developing wildlife-sup-
ported economies has led to the pro-
tection of enormous tracts of lands as 
conservation areas. And researchers 
and conservationists are working to 
find solutions to conflicts between 
human activities and elephant needs 
that can be applied across Africa.

By highlighting the precarious 
state of Africa’s two elephant species, 
my colleagues and I hope that this 
Red List Assessment can help moti-
vate African countries with elephant 
populations and the international 
community to invest in measures that 
support elephant conservation.

Elephants provide much more 
than just aesthetic benefits. Recent 
studies show forest elephants also 
play an important role in fighting 
climate change by enhancing carbon 
storage in central African forests, 
among the most important carbon 
reserves on the planet. The elephants 
disperse seeds and thin out young 
trees as they forage, which makes 
room for larger trees to thrive.

Elephants also are a linchpin of 
the wildlife-based economy across 
Africa. And elephants, in compliment 
with fire, are considered to be eco-
system engineers that structure the 
balance between trees and grass on 
Africa’s savannas. Along with many 
other conservation experts, I see 
reversing their decline as a global 
imperative that requires concerted 
global support.

[the writer is Associate professor 
of Fish, Wildlife and Conservation 

Biology, Colorado State University]

NICOLE RACINE, ERIN HETHERINGTON, 
SHERI MADIGAN & SUZANNE TOUGH
theconversation

As we pass the one-year anniversary of 
COVID-19 being declared a global pandemic, 

its impact on the mental health and well-being of 
children is undeniable. Indeed, news headlines on 
whether “the kids are alright” have frequently sur-
faced, bringing to light the immense challenges for 
kids, and their families, as they cope with ongoing 
changes during COVID-19, including online school-
ing and social distancing from friends.

While the lives and routines of children and 
youth have certainly been turned upside down over 
the last year, it is increasingly clear that the mental 
health impact of the pandemic is a family affair. 
Parents have lost child care, taken on home-school 
responsibilities, shifted to working from home and 
suffered from several additional stressors, such as 
job loss and changes in employment.

These COVID-19-related challenges have been 
especially hard on mothers, who are most likely to 
shoulder the burden of increased home-schooling 
and household demands. Our research team sought 
to find out if these stressors are linked to elevated 
rates of maternal mental health difficulties during 
the pandemic.

PARENT MENTAL HEALTH DURING COVID-19
Early reports during the pandemic pointed to-

wards elevated rates of depression and anxiety, 
especially for mothers. What wasn’t known was 
whether these rates truly demonstrated a shift in 
mothers’ anxiety and depression symptoms, com-
pared to how they were doing before the pandem-
ic. To find answers to this question, we used data 
from mothers who have been taking part in long-
term research, and compared their pandemic men-
tal health to previous periods.

Over the past 12 years, the All Our Families 
Study has been following nearly 3,000 Canadian 
mothers and their children to better understand 
their health and well-being. Mothers were recruit-
ed into the study when they were pregnant, and 
their children are now nine to 11 years old.

In a recent study, we showed that between May 
and July of 2020, mothers in our study reported 
higher rates of depression and anxiety than they 
reported previously. Specifically, rates of depres-
sive symptoms increased to 35 per cent during 
COVID-19 from 19 per cent before the pandemic, 
and rates of anxiety symptoms also jumped to 31 
per cent from 18 per cent.

MATERNAL MENTAL HEALTH DIFFICULTIES 
ARE INCREASING

Increases in maternal mental health difficulties 
are not experienced uniformly by all mothers. In 
our study we saw especially high increases in men-
tal health difficulties for mothers who reported los-
ing their job or family income.

We also saw higher increases in anxiety and de-
pression in mothers who had difficulty accessing 
child care, and who reported that they were strug-
gling with balancing home-schooling with work re-
sponsibilities, regardless of income.

The COVID-19 pandemic has highlighted in-
equalities that were deeply entrenched before 
the pandemic even happened. Specifically, women 
are more likely to be precariously employed, earn 
less income and take on the majority of household 
tasks and child care responsibilities. These gaps 
are even larger for low-income women and women 
of colour. A sustainable recovery plan following the 
pandemic needs to consider how families, but es-
pecially mothers, can be better supported in order 
to ensure optimal mental health for children and 
youth.

STRATEGIES THAT PROMOTE FAMILY 
WELL-BEING

It is clear that the strain of the pandemic is tak-
ing a toll on mothers’ mental health. This is con-
cerning because we know that when mothers ar-

en’t doing well, their children are often struggling 
too. To ensure mothers are alright — knowing this 
will help their children be alright too — they need 
access to resources and support to help get through 
this difficult time.

Decades of research have shown that the 
well-being of mothers is critical for children and 
youth to flourish, which suggests maternal men-
tal health and well-being should be a priority for 
COVID-19 pandemic recovery efforts. We’ve iden-
tified four important ingredients for a successful 
pandemic recovery for mothers and families.

1. Mental health supports for mothers
Maternal mental health was a national concern 

before the pandemic and our data demonstrate 
that there has been nearly a two-fold increase in 
depressive and anxiety symptoms in women with 
children under the age of 12.

Increased availability of mental health services 
that are easily and widely accessible are needed. An 
increase in uptake of tele-mental health services 
(mental health support that is provided online or 
by phone) has the potential to provide mothers 
with the opportunity to obtain mental health sup-
port while reducing barriers that often limit acces-
sibility, such as location or time.

2. Ongoing support for family incomes
A major stressor that was associated with in-

creases in mental health symptoms in our study 

was the loss or disruption of family income as a re-
sult of the pandemic.

Research has shown that maternal employment 
was hit harder during the pandemic than paternal 
employment. Recovery plans that include the sup-
port and provision of resources during a time of 
crisis will be critical in curtailing mental health dif-
ficulties that could ensue within families.

3. Shared responsibilities for home-schooling, 
child care and household tasks

Our findings showed that mothers who were 
having difficulties balancing multiple roles had 
higher rates of depression and anxiety. Although 
fathers have increased their participation in unpaid 
labour over the course of the pandemic, including 
child care and domestic tasks, there remains a defi-
cit in these contributions between mothers and 
fathers.

As COVID-19 rages on, it is critical for poli-
cy-makers to invest in universal supports for child 
care and out-of-school care, and focus on provid-
ing flexible leave policies that allow both mothers 
and fathers to adequately care for and home-school 
their children.

4. Stable, safe, and affordable child care and 
schooling for children

Mothers in our study reported on their mental 
health at the outset of the pandemic, when schools 
and daycares were closed. The pandemic has high-
lighted that both our economy and the mental 
health and well-being of those who participate in it 
are dependent on high quality care and education 
for children.

Our study underscores that there is a devastat-
ing impact on families when child care and school-
ing are unavailable. To the extent possible, these 
services need to remain open for parents and chil-
dren alike.

THE PANDEMIC’S ONGOING TOLL ON FAMI-
LIES

One year on, the COVID-19 pandemic continues 
to affect the well-being of families. The toll this has 
taken on mothers in terms of loss of jobs and in-
creased child care and schooling responsibilities 
has had a marked effect on mental health.

Many traditional support networks have 
changed from in-person to virtual, due to physical 
distancing requirements. This can result in a loss 
of access to practical help. Support from friends, 
family and community are essential, but so is insti-
tutional support.

In times of crisis, families need access to stable 
supports including financial assistance and pre-
dictable child care and schooling. When caregivers 
are well supported, the whole family benefits.

[Nicole Racine is Postdoctoral Research 
Fellow, Psychology, University of Calgary; 
Erin Hetherington is Postdoctoral fellow, 

Epidemiology, McGill University; Sheri Madigan 
is Associate Professor, Canada Research Chair 

in Determinants of Child Development, Owerko 
Centre at the Alberta Children’s Hospital Research 

Institute, University of Calgary; Suzanne Tough 
is Professor, Cumming School of Medicine, Max 
Bell Burns Policy Fellow, University of Calgary]
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One new COVID-19 case in 
Andamans; tally at 5,044

Bangladesh requests India to play "strong 
role" in early repatriation of Rohingyas

Dhaka, 28 Mar [PTI]: 
Bangladesh Prime Min-
ister Sheikh Hasina on 
Saturday requested In-
dia, as a member of the 
UN Security Council, to 
play a "strong role" in 
the early repatriation 
of the displaced Rohing-
yas back to Myanmar 
during her talks with 
her Indian counterpart 
Narendra Modi.

According to a Joint 
Statement issued on the 
occasion of Prime Minis-
ter Modi's visit, the issue 
of the 1.1 million forc-
ibly-displaced persons 
from the Rakhine State 
of Myanmar featured 
during the talks between 
the two leaders.

Both the prime min-
isters reiterated the im-
portance of their safe, 
speedy and sustainable 
return to their homeland 
for the greater security of 
the region, it said.

Prime Minister Ha-
sina requested India, as 
a member of the United 
Nations Security Coun-
cil, to play a strong role 

in the early repatriation 
of the displaced Rohing-
yas back to Myanmar, 
the statement said, add-
ing that India assured its 
continued support on the 
issue. India is currently a 
non-permanent member 
of the UNSC.

"Prime Minister Modi 
expressed appreciation 
at the generosity of Ban-
gladesh in sheltering and 

providing humanitarian 
assistance to the 1.1 mil-
lion forcibly displaced 
persons from the Rakh-
ine State of Myanmar," 
the Joint Statement said.

According to Ban-
gladesh Prime Minister's 
Press Secretary Ihsanul 
Karim, Prime Minister 
Hasina said the return of 
these people in the quick-
est possible time was 

needed since the lingering 
of the crisis could create 
grounds for their involve-
ment in terrorist activities 
and drug trading.

"Sooner is the better," 
Karim quoted her as saying.

In response, Prime 
Minister Modi told Ms 
Hasina that his country 
wants a sustainable re-
turn of the refugees in a 
sustainable manner.

Nearly one million 
Rohingya Muslims fled a 
crackdown by the Myan-
marese military in 2017 
in Rakhine state and are 
living in camps in Cox's 
Bazar in Bangladesh.

Myanmar has faced 
international pressure 
to allow Rohingyas to 
return to Rakhine and 
grant them citizenship 
rights.

Case filed after UP cops blame rats 
for missing cartons of seized liquor

Meth Tablets Worth Over ₹ 12 Crore 
Seized In Mizoram, 1 Arrested

Migrant workers from Nepal 
start returning home as 

India reports rise in Covid-19 cases

Kolasib, 28 Mar: Assam 
Rifles and Mizoram Po-
lice on Friday arrest-
ed a man for allegedly 
peddling drugs and 
recovered 2,41,900 
illegal Methamphet-
amine tablets worth 
over ₹ 12 crore from 

his possession.
The security forces 

arrested the accused on 
March 26 from Kawnpui 
Vengthar area of Kolasib 
district of the state.

"Assam Rifles jointly 
with Mizoram Police, 
apprehended a drug 

peddler from Kawn-
pui Vengthar (Kolasib 
district) on 26 Mar 
recovering 2,41,900 
Nos of Methamphet-
amine tablets worth 
approx. ₹ 12.09 
Crores," Assam Rifles 
tweeted on Sunday.

ARJUN SHAH
Kathmandu, 28 Mar 
[KathmanduPost]: The 
flow of Nepali people re-
turning home through 
Gauriphanta border 
point in Kailali district 
has significantly in-
creased amid a surge in 
Covid-19 cases in India.

The health desk set 
up at the border point 
is back in operation and 
health workers deployed 
at the health desk say 
they are overwhelmed 
by the number of people 
crossing into Nepal every 
day.

“The situation at the 
border point is similar 
to how it was last year 
around the same time,” 
said Amit BK, a health 
worker deployed in 
Gauriphanta health desk.

As many as 34 re-
turnees entering through 
Gauriphanta have tested 
positive for the virus in 
the past five days. Ac-
cording to the District 
Health Office, 10 return-
ees tested positive for the 
virus on Saturday alone. 
“Number of positive cas-
es is increasing by the 
day,” said Lal Bahadur 
Dhami, chief at the Dis-
trict Health Office

The infected return-
ees have been asked to 
stay in home quarantine.

Superintendent of 
Armed Police Force 

Dipendra Kunwar said 
the number of people 
entering Nepal through 
Gauriphanta border 
point has doubled in re-
cent days.

“Until a week ago, 
around 400 to 500 
people entered Nepal 
through Gauriphanta on 
a daily basis. In the last 
week, the number has 
doubled to 1,000 people 
per day,” said Kunwar.

Thousands of mi-
grant workers from sev-
eral districts of Sudur-
paschim Province have 
started returning home 
from New Delhi, Mum-
bai, Gujarat and Chennai, 
among other Indian cit-
ies, fearing another out-
break of coronavirus.

Dil Bahadur Rokaya, a 
resident of Bajhang who 
arrived at Gauriphanta 
from Gujarat on Wednes-
day, said that he decided 
to return home, as there 
was fear of yet another 
outbreak in his place of 
work.

“I returned from Gu-
jarat since the number of 
Covid-19 cases is increas-
ing there. Many other vil-
lagers are also preparing 
to return home,” said Ro-
kaya. “We don’t want to 
get caught in the middle 
of yet another outbreak 
in a foreign country.”

Health authorities 
said that preparations 

are underway to man-
age isolation wards and 
quarantine facilities for 
returnees.

“We have instruct-
ed all the health units to 
stay on high alert. Efforts 
are on to manage isola-
tion wards and quaran-
tine facilities,” said Dr 
Gunaraj Awasthi, chief at 
the provincial health di-
rectorate.

“There are a total of 
2,106 quarantine beds 
in 71 different places of 
Sudurpaschim Province,” 
he said.

Meanwhile, the Kaila-
li District Administration 
Office on Wednesday is-
sued a nine-point direc-
tive to contain a possible 
outbreak of Covid-19. 
The district adminis-
tration imposed a ban 
on assembling in huge 
numbers and organising 
feasts, festivals, rallies 
and fairs, among others.

"Strong action will be 
taken in case one is found 
violating the directives," 
said Chief District Officer 
Khagendra Prasad Rijal.

According to the data 
available at the Provin-
cial Health Directorate, 
there are 166 active cas-
es of Covid-19 in Sudur-
paschim Province. A total 
of 14,087 people have 
tested positive for the vi-
rus in the province so far 
with 56 deaths.

Port Blair, Mar 28 
(PTI): The COVID-19 
caseload in Andaman 
and Nicobar Islands rose 
to 5,044 as one more 
person has tested posi-
tive for the disease in the 
Union Territory, a health 
department official said 
on Sunday.

The fresh case was 
detected during contact 
tracing, he said.

The death toll re-
mained at 62 as no new 
fatality due to the infec-
tion was reported in the 
last 24 hours.

One person was cured 
of the disease during the 
period, taking the total 
number of recoveries in 
the archipelago to 4,975, 
the official said. The 
Union Territory now has 
seven active cases.

Despite a steady 
inflow of tourists into 
Andaman and Nico-
bar Islands, the overall 
COVID-19 situation in 
the archipelago is under 
control, he said.

According to the of-
ficial, the local adminis-
tration has been strict to 
ensure that health safety 

protocols are followed to 
contain the spread of the 
disease.

People arriving here 
by flights or reaching by 
ships from Kolkata or 
Chennai are mandatorily 
required to show a neg-
ative coronavirus report 
before the authorities 
allow them to enter the 
islands.

The tourism indus-
try, which was severely 
hit due to the COVID-19 
pandemic, has started 
witnessing an inflow of 
700-800 travellers daily 
as all the major tourist 
destinations in the is-
lands have been opened, 
he said.

Altogether, 12,561 
health professionals and 
frontline workers have 
been inoculated till Sat-
urday, and 4,597 people 
above 45 years of age 
have received the vaccine 
shots, the official said.

The Andaman and 
Nicobar administration 
has so far conducted 
3,14,309 sample tests for 
COVID-19, and the posi-
tivity rate stands at 1.60 
per cent, he added.

Etah, 28 Mar [PTI]: A 
probe has been launched 
into a claim by officials 
of a local police station 
in Etah, Uttar Pradesh, 
that rats were behind the 
disappearance of a large 
number of seized cartons 
of illicit liquor from a 
strongroom.

A senior police officer 
said over 1,400 cartons 
of liquor have gone miss-
ing from the Kotwali De-
hat police station in Etah 
and a case has been reg-
istered against Station 
House Officer Indreshpal 
Singh and clerk Rishal 
Singh. However, a gener-
al diary at the police sta-
tion mentions that 239 
cartons have been dam-
aged by rats, which the 
senior police officer said 
seems to be fishy and un-
acceptable.

Superintendent of 
Police, Etah, Udai Shankar 
Singh on Sunday confirmed 
the development and said 
that a probe is on in this re-
gard. He, however, refused 
to elaborate further. A senior 

police official of the district 
said: "A week ago, it came to 
light that around 1,450 car-
tons of illicit liquor seized are 
missing from Kotwali Dehat 
police station."

When asked whether 
some cartons have been 
damaged by rats, the 
police officer said: "The 
general diary of the po-
lice does mention that 
239 cartons were dam-
aged by rodents. How-
ever, this is not accept-
able, and it seems that 
the matter is fishy. It has 
been probably done to 
cover the goof-up."

A case has been reg-
istered against SHO In-
dreshpal Singh and clerk 
Rishal Singh. Both of them 
had not turned up to pro-
vide an explanation for the 
incident despite summons 
issued in their names, he 
said. Meanwhile, Vikas 
Kumar, a police officer 
from Aligarh who is prob-
ing the case, said: "Efforts 
are on to ascertain as to 
where the seized liquor 
has gone."

"Question is not if I want to remain 
in power...": Assam Chief Minister

Nepal through to final after goalless 
draw against Bangladesh

Guwahati, 28 Mar [PTI]: 
A day after the first phase 
of assembly elections in 
Assam, Chief Minister 
Sarbananda Sonowal 
today asserted that the 
Bharatiya Janata Party 
(BJP) will be re-elected 
to form the government 
in the state. Mr Sonow-
al, who was among the 
key candidate in the first 
phase, said that his gov-
ernment has "earned 
the trust of people" with 
its development-centric 
policies and by ensuring 
peace in the state. 

"When we started 
five years back, we faced 
challenges like ensuring 
good governance and 
making Assam free from 
corruption, extremists 
and illegal migrants. 
We did good work and 
earned the trust of peo-
ple. Prime Minister Nar-
endra Modi paid a lot of 
attention. People have 
now gained trust in us. If 
BJP is there, there is safe-
ty, there is development, 
there is peace  - the peo-
ple have come to realise 
this," Mr Sonowal told 
NDTV. 

When asked about 
the candidate for the 
Chief Minister's post in 

Assam, he said, "Question 
is not whether Sonowal 
wants to remain in power. 
Question is BJP has done 
great work. We want the 
party to get elected again. 
PM Modi's blessings are 
for all of us. All ministers 
have helped us."

Mr Sonowal also re-
iterated that, if voted to 
power, his government 
would bring an error-free 
National Register of Cit-
izens (NRC) and ensure 
that no "illegal migrant" 
is staying in the state. 
"NRC that has been pub-
lished is full of defects, 
many illegal migrants are 
named. People of Assam 
want a rectified NRC. We 
will ensure no inflitra-
tors' names feature in 
corrected NRC," he said.

There is greater focus 
towards the northeast 
under the Narendra Modi 

government, he said. "We 
have 48-km patch with 
the help of technology 
from Israel. Now, there's 
no news of influx and 
the border is completely 
sealed with physical bar-
riers," he added.

Commenting on the 
Congress-AIUDF alliance, 
Mr Sonowal said: "The 
alliance is not united. 
People don't trust them. 
Congress did a poor job. 
They can't earn trust".

Chief Minister 
Sonowal was the biggest 
name on the ballot in the 
first phase of state polls 
yesterday. Mr Sonowal is 
defending his Majuli seat 
- a reserved constituen-
cy - from the Congress' 
Rajib Lochan Pegu - a 
three-time former MLA 
from this seat. Assam 
reported a turnout of 
76.9% per cent. 

Kathmandu, 28 Mar [KathmanduPost]: 
Hosts Nepal played a 0-0 stalemate 
against Bangladesh in the final group 
match of the Three Nations Cup at the 
Dasharath Stadium on Saturday to set 
up the title decider against the same 
South Asian opponents.

Bangladesh, who had already booked 
final spot after a 1-0 win over Kyrgyzstan 
U-23, topped the group with four points 
after a win and a draw. Nepal secured two 
points, one more than the central Asian 
country, to finish runners up.

Both the finalists, however, made 
it to the final without scoring a single 
goal on their own as Bangladesh had 
defeated Kyrgyz age group team on 
the back of an own goal. Hosts Nepal 
came up with the same starting XI they 
played against the Kyrgyz youth team, 
giving official international debut to 
three players including midfielders Tri-
dev Gurung and Sanjog Rai, and he also 
introduced defender Nishan Khadka as 
substitute in the second half.

Nepal created nearly half a doz-
en scoring chances but repeated their 
problem in the attacking department 
and went goalless in the eighth match 
in a row including the game against Kyr-
gyzstan. They had last scored against 
Chinese Taipei in September 2019 
during an away match of the World Cup 
and Asian Cup joint qualifiers.

"We have had problems in attacking 
third for a long time," attributed Nepal's 
coach Bal Gopal Maharjan. "I hope we 
will break the goal drought in the final."

He, however, was satisfied with his 
team's performance. "The boys played 
as per the match plan as we came into 
the match setting an ambition of not 

losing points and we are finally through 
to the final." Nepal's vice captain and 
man-of-the-match Rohit Chand said 
they should be happy to have secured 
a place in the final. Not only the home 
team, but their South Asian opponents 
were also exposed in the finishing line-
up. Though they came up with a much 
better and organised performance in 
comparison to their last outing against 
Kyrgyzstan, they never looked danger-
ous at the opposition's post.

"Both sides have problems in the 
scoring department and it has been a 
long time that we have problems scor-
ing. It will be nice to score in the final," 
Bangladesh's British coach James Day 
said. "It was a tight competition."

The Brition, who used 22 players from 
the 23-member squad, said: "We achieved 
our goal to give exposure to maximum play-
ers and prepare for three matches [World 
Cup Qualifiers in June].” Home team forward 
Anjan Bista wasted a golden scoring oppor-
tunity in the 21st minute after his free head-
er from the area in Tridev Gurung's perfect 
cross sailed above the bar. In the 24th, Gurung 
tapped wide from close range in a short pass 
set by forward Avishek Rijal.

Five minutes before the break Ban-
gladesh skipper Jamal Bhuyan's 30-
yard freekick sailed above the crossbar.

Winger Sunil Bal and midfielder 
Bishal Rai came as second half replace-
ments of Ravi Shankar Paswan and San-
jog Rai. In the 59th, forward Bista ended 
up applying a feeble shot from the area 
in Bal's pass providing an easy oppor-
tunity for Bangladesh goalie Md Sahid-
ul Alam to grab it. In the 65th, Avishek 
Bista headed wide from the edge of the 
six-yard box in Ranjit Dhimal cross. 
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Maidan Market: Indian sporting goods market fighting for survival
ANNESHA GHOSH
Kolkata, India – A fresh consignment of 
sports replica jerseys arrives at a stall in 
Maidan Market, one of the largest sport-
ing goods bazaars in India that is located 
in the heart of the eastern Indian city of 
Kolkata.

Mohammed Nadim, who has been 
working at the stall for more than 23 
years, pulls out a plastic stool from un-
derneath a rack stashed with low-priced 
football jerseys and begins examining the 
consignment.

“Uhssee, theek-e ache (80, the count 
is fine),” he mutters in a mix of Hindi and 
Bangla before handing the load-bearer the 
counterpart of a signed receipt.

The shipment consists of 10 replica 
jerseys of each of the eight teams taking 
part in the Indian Premier League (IPL), 
the biggest Twenty20 domestic league in 
the world.

The 2021 edition of the IPL begins next 
month and Kolkata, the capital of West 
Bengal, is one of the six host cities.

Nadim says the stall would typically 
order 10 times that number ahead of the 
tournament every year.

That was in pre-pandemic times. Now, 
he adds, it is unlikely his store would or-
der a refill in the lead-up to this year’s 
competition.

“Due to the pandemic, we still have 
stock left over from last year,” Nadim told 
Al Jazeera.

“We are replenishing them minimal-
ly given there’s been a slight increase in 
business across the market of late. But 
stocking up in bulk right now is beyond 
our means because the virus has brutally 
slashed our earnings.”

Set up in 1954 for cloth merchants 
and artisans who migrated to the west-
ern part of divided Bengal following the 
partition of India in 1947, the market, of-
ficially christened Dr Bidhan Chandra Roy 
Market, gradually evolved into an arterial 
sports-merchandise hub in the country.

Housing 449 stalls – 80 percent of 
which only sell sports items – the bazaar, 
nestled a stone’s throw away from the 
iconic Eden Gardens cricket stadium in the 
vicinity of the Maidan, has been witness to 
several epochal shifts integral to Kolkata’s 
identity.

The market ships most of its goods 
– raw materials and finished products 
– from northern Indian cities and the 
months-long suspension of trains ham-
pered supply and demand.

As stall owners remained indoors, a 
further misfortune struck the market.

Against the backdrop of the pandem-
ic and the exodus of migrant workers the 
lockdown triggered, Kolkata also bore the 
brunt of the catastrophic Cyclone Amphan, 
which made landfall on the coastlines of 
eastern India and Bangladesh last May.

“So bad was the waterlogging in this 
area after the storm that the local police 
let us open our shops for a day so we could 
save our goods,” recounts Sumojit Prad-
han, who runs his father’s store.

“Cricket bats and shoes worth over 
50,000 rupees ($690) were damaged in 
our shop alone,” Pradhan told Al Jazeera.

Last November, Nadim bemoaned how 
the pandemic had brought the market to 
its knees.

“So terrible was the nosedive in our 
sales that I’m drowning in debt,” Nadim 
said at the time.

“I’ve made my kids drop out of school 
and, if someone in the family falls ill, I 
don’t have enough money to be able to af-
ford a doctor.”

A year on from the lockdown, more 
patrons are frequenting the market and it 
has returned to its usual 9.30am-8.30pm 
business hours, ditching the six-hour win-
dow it stuck to for several months after 
reopening.

“I’ve been printing around 120 jerseys 
a day since January,” said Sunny, who runs 
a vinyl-printing desk at Maidan Market.

“It’s been about 40 per cent of the daily 
orders I used to get before the pandem-
ic. Things could be better or worse in the 
coming months. For now, I’m just relieved 

I’m earning an income again,” Sunny told 
Al Jazeera.

Kolkata’s booming mall culture had 
slowly been eating into Maidan Market’s 
business.

With the pandemic prompting a dip in 
spending on non-essential products, and 
an accelerated shift to online shopping, a 
lack of a digital presence is also hurting 
the stall owners.

“The loss incurred in the past 12 
months … we may not be able to recover 
from it even in five years’ time,” Sheikh 
Nazimuddin, joint secretary of the stall-
holders’ association at the market, told Al 
Jazeera.

“And such is the nature of in-demand 
items like cricket bats, helmets and 
guards, customers hardly prefer buying 
them online. That’s why this market never 
previously felt the need to have a digital 
presence.”

Since the onset of the coronavirus out-
break, Pradhan, 24, has been among a few 
traders at Maidan Market who have fun-
nelled time and effort into either creating 
or increasing the online presence of their 
brick-and-mortar businesses.

From having their stores listed on 
Google, to displaying select samples of in-
store stock on Facebook and Instagram 
pages and taking orders on WhatsApp, the 
pandemic, Pradhan admitted, has forced a 
“major rethink” of customer engagement 
approaches.

The changes in consumer patterns not-
withstanding, several long-time loyalists 
of Maidan Market believe the enduring 
charms of the bazaar will help the sellers 

weather the ongoing adversity.
“Maidan Market is a great leveller. 

Players of every social and financial stand-
ing gravitate towards that place,” said Jhu-
lan Goswami, Indian women’s team crick-
eter who learned her craft at Kolkata’s 
Vivekananda Park.

“The affordability, variety, and year-
round availability of its products are its 
USPs. E-commerce sites are no match 
when it comes to these attributes,” Goswa-
mi told Al Jazeera.

Manoj Tiwary, the Bengal and Indian 
men’s cricketer who has also played in the 
IPL, agreed.

“Ever since I visited the market for the 
first time as a 15-year-old, I’ve witnessed 
first-hand the kinship every young athlete 
who comes here develops with the market, 
starting with the buying of equipment,” Ti-
wary, now 35, told Al Jazeera.

“That relationship is then nurtured by 
the goodwill of the shopkeepers who go to 
great lengths to help you pick what’s best 
for you.”

For the first two months after the mar-
ket reopened last June, sellers with stock-
piles of fitness equipment made good 
money while the others struggled to keep 
their heads above water.

“With gyms shut and outdoor activities 
prohibited, dumbbells, resistance bands 
and weight plates sold like hot cakes,” 
Pradhan recalled. “Flag vendors, print-
ers, jerseys sellers and bat dealers were 
starved of an income.”

For sellers like the Islam brothers, 
Rafique and Nurul, who operate the old-
est trophy store in the market, hardly any 

business came by until December.
“Offices, academies and schools were 

closed. Who would buy trophies or med-
als if no sports events take place?” said 
Rafique, 64, who was one among the first 
stallholders to test positive for COVID-19 
after the reopening of the market.

“It was only after a few local clubs 
began organising small sports and social 
events, say, to felicitate front-line workers, 
did we notice a slight uptick in sales in De-
cember and January,” he said.

With most sports coaching academies 
across the city and local tournaments 
under the Cricket Association of Bengal 
having resumed by late February, sever-
al old-timers and first-time buyers have 
since been making their way to Maidan 
Market.

“The ongoing vaccination drive has 
lifted the common man’s spirits,” said 
Somenath Das, while helping his 14-year-
old daughter try on a new pair of cricket 
shoes.

“We took whatever safety precautions 
we could and came to this market. Grow-
ing up, I used to buy all my football gear 
from here. Now, it’s my daughter’s turn.”

But an air of resignation hangs over 
the market as a new nationwide surge in 
COVID cases unfolded in recent weeks, 
reaching record highs.

Many stallholders fear that the gains 
made by Maidan Market since the start 
of this year in restoring a semblance of 
normalcy to the way it conducts business 
might be ruined by the second wave of the 
coronavirus outbreak.

Most admit that apart from relatively 
better psychological preparedness, they 
have little to no measures in place to 
counter the economic costs of a potential 
resuspension of all business if infections 
spiral out of control as they did a year ago.

Most stall owners are hoping for a 
smooth IPL in April and May to lift sales.

“With the IPL moving to the UAE last 
year because of the COVID crisis in India, 
the on-ground excitement around it died, 
meaning practically no business for us,” 
Nadim said.

“But even if the next tournament is 
held entirely behind closed doors, the re-
turn of top-flight cricket to the Eden Gar-
dens could create enough buzz for fans 
and owners of malls, restaurants to buy 
merchandise from us.

“Ummeed par duniya kayam hain 
(Hope is what keeps people alive),” he 
added, as an afterthought.

Ajay Ratra joins Delhi 
Capitals as assistant coach

India settle 
for silver in 
25m rapid fire 
team event
New Delhi, Mar 28 (PTI): 
India's Vijayveer Sid-
hu, Gurpreet Singh and 
Adarsh Singh looked off 
colour and settled for 
the silver medal in the 
men's 25m rapid fire pis-
tol team event of the ISSF 
shooting World Cup here 
on Sunday.

The USA's Keith Sand-
erson, Jack Hobson Lev-
erett III, and Henry Turn-
er Leverett won the gold 
medal with a 10-2 victo-
ry over the home team 
on the last competition 
day of the tournament.

In Qualification 2, the 
Indian trio of Gurpreet, 
Vijayveer and Adarsh 
was second with a total 
score of 552, with the 
three shooting 184, 178, 
and 190 respectively.

The American team 
of Keith, Jack and Henry 
topped this stage with an 
aggregate of 571. While 
the visiting team shot a 
total of 868 in the qualifi-
cation, the Indians man-
aged 857 at the Dr Karni 
Singh Shooting Range.

Thanks to the coun-
try's dominant showing 
for a major part of the 
tournament, India con-
tinued to lead the stand-
ings with 13 gold, nine sil-
ver and six bronze for a to-
tal of 28 podium finishes. 
The 18-year-old Vijayveer 
won the individual silver 
medal in the rapid fire 
event on Friday. On Sat-
urday, he teamed up with 
Tejaswani to win the gold 
medal in the 25m rapid 
fire pistol mixed team 
event. 

Shooting WC: Indian women claim team gold medal in trap

Pandemic forced us to borrow money to pay 
staff, players: Cricket West Indies President

New Delhi, Mar 28 (PTI): The Indian trio 
of Shreyasi Singh, Rajeshwari Kumari and 
Manisha Keer claimed the gold medal in the 
women's trap team final after blanking Ka-
zakhstan 6-0 on the last competition day of 
the ISSF shooting World Cup here on Sunday.

In the gold medal match, the team field-
ed by the host nation did not break a sweat 
as it romped to a crushing win over Kazakh-
stan's Sarsenkul Rysbekova, Aizhan Dos-
magambetova and Mariya Dmitriyenko, tak-

ing the number of gold won by India to 14 in 
the tournament.

The Indian shooters, especially the expe-
rienced Shreyasi and Manisha, missed very 
few shots in the final and proved to be too 
good for their opponents.

Commonwealth Games gold-medallist 
Shreyasi, Rajeshwari and Manisha scored 
321 in the qualification rounds held at the 
Dr Karni Singh Shooting Range on Thursday.

Kazakhstan's Rysbekova, Dosmagam-

betova and Dmitriyenko shot a total of 308.
On Saturday, the pair of Shreyasi and 

Kynan Chenai missed out on a podium fin-
ish as they settled for the fourth place in 
the trap mixed team final of the prestigious 
tournament.

Thanks to the country's dominant show-
ing for a major part of the tournament, In-
dia continued to lead the standings with 14 
gold, nine silver and six bronze for a total of 
29 podium finishes.

London, Mar 28 (PTI): 
Cricket West Indies Pres-
ident Ricky Skerritt, who 
is aiming to be re-elected 
after a two-year term, 
has revealed that the 
COVID-19 pandemic 
forced them to borrow 
money to pay players 
and staff wages but the 
board's debt has reduced 
to a third in his tenure.

Skeritt will be fight-
ing for reelection against 
Guyana Cricket Board 
secretary Anand Sanasie.

Talking about the 
state of CWI finances, 
Skerritt said they have 
improved significantly 
since he took over.

"The biggest problem 
we were facing is that all 
of our future cash was 
spoken for before we 
even got it. We were liv-
ing on borrowed future 
income. So, we had close 
to USD 20 million in in-
stitutional debt. And we 
were borrowing to pay 
back lenders.

"It was all smoke and 
mirrors. And that's un-
derstandable on short-
term strategies when 
there are difficult times 

for cash flow. But it had 
become endemic," Sker-
ritt told 'ESPNcricinfo'.

The CWI boss went 
on to say that the board 
had to borrow to pay 
staff which received a 50 
per cent pay cut in the 
wake of the pandemic.

"So we've been hav-
ing to tighten belts, focus 
on cash rather than on 
profit and loss and get 
rid of any sort of unnec-
essary costs. And we've 

cut our debt down by at 
least a third now after 
less than two years.

"And, with some diffi-
culty, we have improved 
our ability to meet our 
obligations, we just could 
not meet most of our ob-
ligations (previously).

"We were borrowing 
money to pay wages. We 
did that for the first year 
that I was in office. Right 
up until the early summer 
last year we were literally 

having to borrow to just 
pay players and staff," he 
said. The West Indies team 
was first to tour amid the 
pandemic, flying to En-
gland for a Test series in 
July last year.

On the impact of the 
health crisis on the game, 
Skerritt added: "The pan-
demic made everything 
more devastating. But it 
also gave us an oppor-
tunity and an excuse to 
focus on what we really 

needed to focus on...get-
ting all stakeholders to 
understand that it would 
take sacrifices from all 
of us, including a 50 per 
cent pay cut for every-
body. "The pandemic 
forced us to do more with 
even less. And I think 
that, in the final analysis, 
we're going to come out 
of the pandemic more in-
formed and better aware 
of what's needed going 
forward.

New Delhi, Mar 28 
(PTI): IPL franchise Del-
hi Capitals on Sunday an-
nounced it has appointed 
former India wicket-
keeper Ajay Ratra as the 
team's assistant coach 
ahead of the lucrative 
league's 14th edition.

Delhi Capitals fin-
ished runners-up in the 
last edition, losing to 
Mumbai Indians in the 
final. The upcoming edi-
tion of the IPL starts on 
April 9.

On his appointment, 
Ratra said, "This is a very 
exciting team to work 
with, abundant with tal-
ent. I can't wait to meet 
the team and contribute 
to its success. I am grate-
ful to the Delhi Capitals 
management for giving 
me this wonderful op-
portunity."

Ratra, who will work 
under Australian great 
Ricky Ponting, was wel-
comed to the DC team by 
its chief executive officer 
Vinod Bisht.

"His experience, as 
player and coach will be 
invaluable, as we look to 
take the franchise from 
strength to strength. We 

are excited to have him 
on board, and wish him 
all the very best for the 
upcoming season."

The 39-year-old Ra-
tra recently coached the 
Assam state team in the 
Syed Mushtaq Ali Tour-
nament and the Vijay 
Hazare Trophy.

He has coached the 
Punjab state team in the 
past too, and has worked 
as a fielding and wick-
et-keeping coach with 
the Indian women's team 
during camps.

However, this will be 
his first stint with an IPL 
franchise.

Ratra made history 
in 2002 when he became 
the youngest wicket-
keeper (aged 20) to score 
a Test hundred, and the 
second Indian wicket-
keeper to score a century 
overseas. Ratra, who is 
currently employed by 
ONGC as manager of cor-
porate communications, 
played six Tests and 12 
ODIs for India.

He joins the Delhi 
Capitals coaching staff 
of Ponting, Mohammad 
Kaif, Pravin Amre and 
James Hopes.
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ElseWhere

The UK professor, a fake Russian spy 
and the undercover Syria sting

PETER BEAUMONT & EMMA 
GRAHAM-HARRISON
London, 28 Mar [theGuardian]: 
A more sceptical academic than Paul 
McKeigue might perhaps have won-
dered if the emails flooding into his 
inbox from “Ivan”, a purported Rus-
sian spy, were too good to be true.

Ivan appeared to share many of 
McKeigue’s own personal obses-
sions, particularly his desire to dis-
credit investigators who compile ev-
idence of war crimes committed in 
Syria. And he claimed access to both 
ready cash and secret intelligence.

The Edinburgh genetics profes-
sor – who devotes large quantities 
of his private time to pursuing fringe 
theories claiming that attacks on ci-
vilians are staged to smear the gov-
ernment of Bashar al-Assad – dived 
eagerly into his new correspon-
dence.

Over three months he filled hun-
dreds of pages with speculation, 
including accusing journalists, re-
searchers and diplomats of working 
as conduits for western intelligence 
agencies. He revealed the identity of 
a confidential source, and shared in-
formation she gave him.

But McKeigue was not writing to 
a Russian spy, or even a man called 
Ivan. The email account was con-
trolled by a group of staff at one of 
the organisations he hoped to dis-
credit, who say they went under-
cover because of concerns over the 
tactics McKeigue and his allies were 
prepared to deploy in an effort to de-
fend the Syrian government and its 
Russian allies.

“We never thought it would go 
this far. He accepted the communica-
tion immediately without doing any 
checks,” said Nerma Jelacic, a former 
Observer journalist who now works 
at the Commission for International 
Justice and Accountability (CIJA) and 
played a key role in the sting.

“In the end there were about 500 
pages of email correspondence from 
1 December until March,” she says, 
in her first full account of the action. 

The CIJA collects documentary evi-
dence from Syria so that war crimi-
nals can be held legally responsible 
for atrocities. Its work has already 
been used in a landmark trial in Ger-
many, the first time Syrian officials 
have faced charges of state-spon-
sored torture.

It has also apparently riled McK-
eigue, who is preparing a report on 
the group with ideological allies, and 
was searching for information that 
could discredit the CIJA.

“We knew they were turning 
their attention to us,” said Jelacic. 
“In part we wanted to see what se-
curity risk they might pose to people 
working for us in terms of what they 
might reveal.”

They were stunned by both his 
willingness to engage with a pur-
ported Russian agent, and the infor-
mation he shared.

Among the most damaging 
claims McKeigue made was that a 
Russian diplomat at the Geneva em-
bassy, first secretary Sergey Krutski-
kh, was corresponding with fellow 
members of the “Working Group on 

Syria, Propaganda and Media” on en-
crypted systems. This is an alliance 
of far-left academics and researchers 
who claim western journalists, NGOs 
and others act on behalf of the CIA and 
MI6 to undermine the Syrian govern-
ment, including faking evidence of ci-
vilian deaths and chemical attacks.

It includes the controversial Bris-
tol University professor David Miller, 
who has been accused of antisemi-
tism by his own students, a claim he 
denies, and the blogger Vanessa Bee-
ley, who has frequently visited Syria 
on government-sponsored trips.

Group members have questioned 
the veracity of chemical weapons 
attacks in Syria and claimed Russia 
was framed for the poisoning of Ser-
gei Skripal in Salisbury in 2018.

They were also part of a years-
long public campaign against the 
White Helmets, a civilian rescue or-
ganisation that enraged pro-Syrian 
and Russian factions by recording 
atrocities as they tried to save lives, 
then sharing the footage.

The organisation’s founder, 
James Le Mesurier, fell to his death 

in an apparent suicide in 2019 amid 
the intense public pressure, which 
included smears not just on the 
group’s work, but its finances and 
his personal life. The CIJA feared it 
might face a similar onslaught.

“Why did we do it? We’d watched 
what had happened to James Le Me-
surier,” Jelacic said. “We knew they 
would not just go after the organi-
sation but the leader, Bill Wiley, and 
they would say: ‘He’s a spy. He’s cor-
rupt.’”

Over the course of the corre-
spondence McKeigue fished for per-
sonal information about both Wiley 
and CIJA finances, after questions 
were raised about its accounting by 
the European Anti-fraud Office, Olaf. 
None of this has any bearing on the 
credibility of the archive it has col-
lected, and the CIJA defends its fi-
nancial management.

“From what you now know about 
Wiley,” he asked Ivan in one email, 
“do you think it’s possible he has 
some kind of drugs problem (like 
cocaine)? This is just wild specula-
tion on my part, but it might explain 

some of his irrational and unpredict-
able behaviour.” For Jelacic, who fled 
the former Yugoslavia as a teenager 
with her family during the war, the 
attempts by McKeigue and the Work-
ing Group to cast doubt on what is 
happening in Syria bring back mem-
ories of campaigns by the far left to 
deny genocide in Bosnia.

“What’s different is that it’s a lev-
el of disinformation not seen before. 
What’s worrying is that it’s tolerat-
ed,” she said.

“Even in mainstream academic 
circles this disinformation and de-
nial is being misrepresented as free-
dom of expression and speech… We 
have a moral duty to stand up to re-
vision and denial.”

McKeigue told the Observer that the 
sting had been a “clever deception op-
eration”, and he might have used more 
“guarded language” had he known the 
exchanges would be made public. Asked 
about claims of contact with a Russian 
diplomat, he declined to comment di-
rectly, except to hint he might have exag-
gerated in some exchanges.

“The people on the other end of 
this sting managed to get me to re-
veal information provided by others 
that was not intended to be shared, 
along with other information that 
may have been embellished,” he 
said. “This was a failure on my part 
for which I accept responsibility and 
have apologised to those concerned.”

The professor has also denied 
doing anything wrong or illegal, say-
ing that he kept an open mind about 
who he was communicating with.

In its own statement Edinburgh 
University told the Observer: “The ac-
tions referred to in media reports were 
undertaken in Paul McKeigue’s capacity 
as a private citizen, not as an employee 
of the university. We respect the rights of 
staff to have interests unrelated to their 
roles within the institution. However, if 
we receive complaints about anyone’s 
conduct which we consider damages 
our reputation, then we will consider 
whether an investigation is required 
and take appropriate action.”

Hazardous sandstorm blankets 
Beijing, Second in two weeks

Beijing, 28 Mar [Reuters]: 
The Chinese capital Beijing 
woke on Sunday morning 
shrouded in thick dust car-
rying extremely high levels 
of hazardous particles, as a 
second sandstorm in two 
weeks hit the city due to 
winds from drought-hit 
Mongolia and northwest-
ern China.

Visibility in the city 
was reduced, with the 
tops of some skyscrapers 
obscured by the sand-
storm, and pedestrians 
were forced to cover their 
eyes as gusts of dust swept 
through the streets. Bei-
jing's official air quality 
index reached a maximum 

level of 500 on Sunday 
morning, with floating 
particles known as PM10 
surpassing 2,000 micro-
grams per cubic metre in 
some districts.

Readings of small-
er PM2.5 particles were 
above 300 micrograms 
per cubic metre, far high-
er than China's standard 
of 35 micrograms. PM2.5 
particles are especially 
harmful because they are 
very tiny and can enter 
the bloodstream, while 
PM10 is a larger particle 
that can enter the lungs.

The China Meteorolog-
ical Administration issued 
a yellow alert on Friday, 

warning that a sandstorm 
was spreading from Mon-
golia into northern Chi-
nese provinces including 
Inner Mongolia, Shanxi, 
Liaoning and Hebei, which 
surrounds Beijing.

The meteorological 
office said the recent sand-
storms to hit Beijing originat-
ed from Mongolia, where rel-
atively warmer temperature 
this spring and reduced rain 
resulted in larger areas of 
bare earth, creating favorable 
conditions for sandstorms. 
Beijing might face more 
sandstorms in April due to 
the unfavorable weather this 
year, the meteorological of-
fice said.

Hundreds 
protest against 
Denmark's 
virus law, 
"Corona 
Passports"
Copenhagen, 28 Mar 
[AFP]: Hundreds gath-
ered in central Copen-
hagen on Saturday to 
protest against a con-
troversial virus law and 
Denmark's plan to create 
so called "corona pass-
ports".

Marching through 
the streets, the crowd of 
mostly younger people, 
lit fireworks during a 
march which an AFP cor-
respondent at the scene 
described as mostly 
peaceful.

Police told the Ekstra-
bladet newspaper that 
some 600 people had 
gathered and one person 
was arrested for throw-
ing firecrackers towards 
police officers.

Organised by Danish 
anti-restriction group 
"Men in Black," the main 
issue for the protesters 
was a new provision to 
the penal code that calls 
for a doubled sentence 
for a crime that "has a 
background in or is con-
nected to the Covid-19 
epidemic".

The first severe ap-
plication of that law 
happened in mid-March, 
when a Danish court 
convicted a 30-year-old 
woman for statements 
and actions that contrib-
uted to a "gross distur-
bance of public order as 
well as the use of vio-
lence against police," at a 
January protest -- organ-
ised by the same group.

Her one-year prison 
sentence was converted 
to two years. The Satur-
day march stopped out-
side the prison where she 
is being held, with cries 
of "Free Nanna" outside 
the building which was 
heavily guarded by police 
vans.

The demonstrators, 
most dressed in all black, 
shouted "Freedom for 
Denmark" and "Mette 
Ciao" -- a reference to 
Prime Minister Mette 
Frederiksen -- as they 
made their way to a 
square in front of Copen-
hagen's city hall.

In addition to the 
doubling of sentences 
the protesters also object 
to the creation of "corona 
passports" -- a smart-
phone app which will 
be used to certify that 
someone has received a 
Covid-19 vaccine, tested 
negative within the last 
72 hours or has recently 
recovered from Covid-19, 
conferring immunity to 
the disease.

Denmark's govern-
ment has said the "coro-
na passports" are a cru-
cial part of the country's 
plan to reopen, but crit-
ics argue they will create 
a division in society.

The Scandinavian 
country has been under 
a partial lockdown since 
late December.

Primary schools re-
opened in February and 
secondary school stu-
dent are due to return to 
classrooms in early April.

Most shops were al-
lowed to reopen earlier 
this month. However some 
businesses, including hair-
dressers, bars and restau-
rants, remain closed.

Myanmar forces kill scores in 
deadliest day since coup

Yangon, Mar 28 (AP) 
As Myanmar's military 
celebrated the annual 
Armed Forces Day holi-
day with a parade Satur-
day in the country's cap-
ital, soldiers and police 
elsewhere killed scores 
of people while sup-
pressing protests in the 
deadliest bloodletting 
since last month's coup.

The online news site 
Myanmar Now reported 
late Saturday that the 
death toll had reached 
114. A count issued by an 
independent researcher 
in Yangon who has been 
compiling near-real time 
death tolls put the total 
at 107, spread over more 
than two dozen cities 
and towns. That's more 
than the previous high on 
March 14, which ranged 
from 74 to 90.

The killings quickly 
drew international con-
demnation, including 
a joint statement from 
the defense chiefs of 12 
countries. A professional 
military follows inter-
national standards for 
conduct and is respon-
sible for protecting not 
harming the people it 
serves, it said. We urge 
the Myanmar Armed 
Forces to cease vio-
lence and work to re-
store respect and cred-
ibility with the people of 
Myanmar that it has lost 
through its actions.

The European 
Union's delegation to 
Myanmar said that the 
76th Myanmar Armed 
Forces Day will stay en-
graved as a day of terror 

and dishonor. The killing 
of unarmed civilians, in-
cluding children, are in-
defensible acts, it added.

US Ambassador 
Thomas Vajda in a state-
ment said security forces 
are murdering unarmed 
civilians. These are not 
the actions of a profes-
sional military or police 
force, he wrote. Myan-
mar's people have spo-
ken clearly: they do not 
want to live under mili-
tary rule.

The death toll in 
Myanmar has been 
steadily rising as author-
ities grow more forceful 
in suppressing opposi-
tion to the Feb. 1 coup 
that ousted the elected 
government of Aung San 
Suu Kyi. The coup re-
versed years of progress 
toward democracy after 
five decades of military 
rule.

Figures collected by 
the Yangon research-
er, who asked not to be 
named for his security, 
have generally tallied 
with the counts issued 

at the end of each day 
by the Assistance Asso-
ciation of Political Pris-
oners, which documents 
deaths and arrests and is 
widely seen as a defini-
tive source. The Associat-
ed Press is unable to in-
dependently confirm the 
death tolls.

Up through Friday, 
the association had ver-
ified 328 deaths in the 
post-coup crackdown.

Junta chief Senior 
Gen. Min Aung Hlaing did 
not directly refer to the 
protest movement when 
he gave his nationally tele-
vised Armed Forces Day 
speech before thousands 
of soldiers in Naypyitaw. 
He referred only to terror-
ism which can be harmful 
to state tranquility and so-
cial security, and called it 
unacceptable.

This year's event was 
seen as a flashpoint for 
violence, with demon-
strators threatening to 
double down on their 
public opposition to the 
coup with more and big-
ger demonstrations. The 

protesters refer to the 
holiday by its original 
name, Resistance Day, 
which marks the begin-
ning of a revolt against 
Japanese occupation in 
World War 2.

State television MRTV 
on Friday night showed 
an announcement urging 
young people who have 
been at the forefront of 
the protests and prom-
inent among the casu-
alties to learn a lesson 
from those killed during 
demonstrations about 
the danger of being shot 
in the head or back.

The warning was 
widely taken as a threat 
because a great number 
of the fatalities among 
protesters have come 
from being shot in the 
head, suggesting they 
have been targeted for 
death. The announce-
ment suggested that 
some young people were 
taking part in protesting 
as if it was a game, and 
urged their parents and 
friends to talk them out 
of participating.
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DADDY'S GIRL! Model Sofia Richie steps out in L.A. wearing a 
long yellow coat and a vintage T-shirt featuring her dad Lionel Richie's face.
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EtCETERA

Aries:
The trouble is, we believe we have to do everything on 
our own. That we're solely responsible for making things 
happen in our reality. What we forget is that we are a part 
of a divine matrix, and that we are supported in more 
ways than we can fathom. So, perfect the art of co-cre-
ation, Aries. Allow that which is meant to be yours to flow 
into your existence.  Finding that balance between doing 
and non-doing will help you evolve to the next level.
Tip: Find a balance between doing and non-doing.
Taurus:
Things are looking rather topsy-turvy on the personal 
front. You gave your all to make this relationship work, 
but there is something that seems amiss here. Word for 
the wise: take your rose-tinted glasses off, Taurus. Rec-
ognise this connection for what it is. If you need time to 
process what you have been shown, take a step back. 
Remember, coming face-to-face with the truth is seldom 
easy, but it will liberate you in more ways that you can 
imagine.
Tip: Take the rose-tinted glasses off.
Gemini:
Here's the thing, Gemini: the idea you're sitting on is a 
million dollar one. So, what's keeping you from putting 
things into action? Are your inner demons secretly stand-
ing in the way of your success? What the cards want you 

to remember: nobody is going to believe in you unless 
you believe in yourself. So, move past the self-doubt. 
Walk the inhibitions to the exit door. The time to take that 
final step has come, and that time is now!
Tip: You know what you have to do!
Cancer:
It's easier to externalise the problem. To make somebody 
else responsible for the suffering you are experiencing. 
But, deep down, you know that you are responsible for 
your own reality—that both the good and the bad are 
a result of your doings. So, let go of the blame game, 
Cancer. Take charge of where you are today. Trust that 
will create a magnitude shift both within and without. 
Tip: Take charge of your reality.
Leo:
It's easier to externalise the problem. To make some-
body else responsible for the suffering you are ex-
periencing. But, deep down, you know that you are 
responsible for your own reality—that both the good 
and the bad are a result of your doings. So, let go of 
the blame game, Cancer. Take charge of where you 
are today. Trust that will create a magnitude shift both 
within and without. 
Tip: Take charge of your reality.
Virgo:
When we suppress anger, sadness or any kind of 

negative emotions, we end up storing them in our 
cellular memory, which in turn becomes venomous 
for our own being. Today, you're being asked to pay 
attention to the old wounds that are resurfacing at 
the moment. The upcoming full moon will provide 
you with the opportunity to cleanse and purge these 
heavy emotions. Word for the wise: prepare yourself 
to release that which no longer serves your highest 
good. PS: Meditating with crystals such as citrine and 
carnelian will assist you in the releasing process.
Tip: Cleanse and purge. Recognise that which has 
served its purpose in your existence.
Libra:
It's time to nurture your body inside out. It's time to 
activate the circulation of good chi through movement 
meditation and dance. So, turn the volume up, Libra. 
Hold space for your body to sway to its own rhythm. 
In doing so, you will be able to transmute the heavy 
emotions that are weighing you down at this moment. 
Need the support of the collective to get grooving? Con-
sider organising a small gathering in your living room or 
terrace.
Tip: When in doubt, dance.
Scorpio:
As things get turbulent around you, you may find yourself 
playing the role of jester (which is new for you!). Keep 

things light-hearted around here. Choose to see the hu-
mour in each and every situation. Making limoncello out 
of life's metaphorical lemons is probably the most spiritu-
al thing you can do at this moment. Remember, you're 
not in this alone. Your fellow warriors are experiencing the 
ups and downs in their own manner too. Consider hold-
ing space for a sharing circle so you can work through 
the difficult emotions together.
Tip: Channel your inner jester.
Sagittarius:
We tend to glorify the good in our existence—the mo-
ments that awaken joy and happiness. What we tend to 
forget is that duality is the way of life in the earthly realm. 
In other words, the light will be followed by darkness and 
the darkness will be followed by light. So, honour both 
sides of the coin with equal aplomb. Remembering that 
the challenges are helping you level up is a good way to 
make peace with where you are.
Tip: Challenges have a special place and purpose in our 
life, Sagittarius. 
Capricorn:
As you transform, your relationships transform too, Cap-
ricorn, and that is the truth of life in the earthly realm. But, 
what happens when you're both experiencing changes 
at the same time? Could your equation be affected as 
a result of this shift? Active listening will help you under-

stand the other side of the story and restore the balance 
that has gone awry. Remember to leave the judgements 
at the door as you do. Only love and compassion will help 
you build the bridges that you're being called to.
Tip: Active listening is the need of the hour.
Aquarius:
When we come from a space of judgements, we tend 
to look at the other as a separate entity. When we come 
from a space of compassion, however, the separation 
makes way for oneness. It all comes down to where we 
choose to vibrate. Remember, each and every individual 
comes to this planet to live out their karma—karma which 
we will know nothing about given our limited vision. Keep 
this in mind as you ask yourself the most significant ques-
tion: "What would love do in this moment?"
Tip: When we come from a space of compassion, sepa-
ration makes way for oneness.
Pisces:
All the world's a play, Pisces. All the world's merely a play. 
So have fun with what you're creating without getting 
attached to a specific outcome. If things don't work out 
as planned, trust that that's part of the plan too—the part 
that's teaching you to take failure in your stride and learn 
from your past mistakes.
Tip: Have fun with what you are creating without getting 
attached to a specific outcome.
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Bad Girls Club star Deshayla Harris 
killed in Virginia Beach shootings

Radhika Apte to play 
spy in 'Mrs Undercover'

Sara Ali Khan Wraps Atrangi Re With A Heartwarming 
Note For Akshay Kumar And Dhanush

Sonakshi Sinha 
wraps up 
'Fallen' shoot
Sonakshi Sinha on Sunday said she 

has finished shooting for her up-
coming Amazon Prime Video series 
tentatively titled "Fallen" and thanked 
the show's cast and crew, including 
director Reema Kagti, for the experi-
ence. Sinha resumed shooting for the 
series, which marks her digital debut, 
in December 2020 here. The team, 
also featuring actors Vijay Varma and 
Gulshan Devaiah, later moved to Ra-
jasthan for their schedule.

Backed by Excel Entertainment 
and filmmaker Zoya Akhtar and Kag-
ti's production house Tiger Baby, 
"Fallen" also has Ruchika Oberoi at-
tached as director.

Taking to Instagram, Sinha penned 
a long note as her portions for the se-
ries came to an end.

The 33-year-old actor, who plays a 
cop on the show, thanked the makers 
for giving her the character of Anjali 
Bhaati.

"As it comes to an end I don't even 
know where to begin! What a jour-
ney 'Fallen' (that's what we're calling 
it for now, wait for the actual name) 
has been. Leaving this set with such 
amazing memories, new friends, bike 
riding skills and a heart full of hap-
piness! "Thank you @reemakag-
ti1 and @zoieakhtar for giving me 
Anjali Bhaati. I can't tell you how 
long I've waited for her. I can safely 
say this has been the best schedule 
ever for me because of this amazing 
team," Sinha wrote. 

Who we are in reality gets lost in playing 
characters: Abhishek Bachchan

Actor Abhishek Bachchan says it 
would be difficult for him to evalu-

ate the kind of person he is, considering 
how mixed it is with the characters he 
has played.

Giving the example of his latest film 
"The Big Bull", Bachchan, known for his 
roles in films such as "Bunty Aur Bab-
li", "Yuva", "Guru", "Bluffmaster" and 
"Dhoom", said for him, it's not import-
ant whether he resembles his role or 
not. Asked whether he looks for relat-
ability in his roles, Bachchan told PTI, 
"It is very difficult to say for an actor 
because who we are in reality gets lost 
because we are busy playing so many 
characters, you don't get the time to 
sit down and evaluate what kind of 
a person you actually are."

The 45-year-old actor said he 
identified with the aspiration-
al nature of the character in the 
film, which maps the rise and fall 
of a stock broker with dreams of 
becoming India's richest man.

"All of us are very aspirational 
in life, we want to achieve, we want 
to fulfill our dreams and Hemant 
Shah (his role) is no different.

"His determination, his dog-
gedness to achieve what he wants to 
achieve, are unique to him. I don't think 
it is important whether I am like that or 
not. I think it is important that I am con-
vinced that Hemant should be like that," 
he added. Directed by Kookie Gulati and 
produced by Ajay Devgn, the film is in-
spired by events from the late '80s and 
early '90s that shook the country's fi-
nancial sector. The actor said Gulati and 
Arjun Dhawan, who has written the film, 
have peppered the script with a lot of re-
alism in "how a person would deal with" 

a journey that begins from a small chawl 
in Mumbai and leads him to one of the 
biggest high rises in the city.

Hemant Shah is a character, who has 
stars in his eyes, he has big dreams for him-
self and how he is very 
determined 
and focused 
about how 
to achieve 
it. But he 
has his 

f l a w s 
and that is something that I found in-
teresting, he added. There were reports 
that the film is inspired from the life of 
stockbroker Harshad Mehta, who is in-
famous for his role in the 1992 securi-
ties scam.

But Bachchan said his Hemant Shah 
is fictional with the team taking inspira-

tion from certain real-life incidents and 
people. "To say that he is based on one 
just particular person I think will be er-
roneous," he said. Bachchan, however, 
has seen the Hansal Mehta-directed and 
Pratik Gandhi-starrer Scam 1992: The 
Harshad Mehta Story , and thoroughly 
enjoyed it. "It was a wonderful show, a 
great achievement by the entire team. 
The show had great writing, wonderful 
group of actors, every department ex-

celled and I really enjoyed watch-
ing it. It is nice to see good work 

being done," he said.
The most fun aspect 

of shooting the film for 
Bachchan was to in-

dulge in the '80s and 
'90s nostalgia as "Big 
Bull" is set in that 
era.

"The thing that 
I was most excited 
about was that I got 
to drink Gold Spot 
again. It was my favou-
rite drink as a kid and I 

was so happy that they 
managed to get Gold 

Spot. I was also excited to 
travel in those cars, dress in 

that style. It was nice the way 
the era was recreated," Bachchan 

said.
The film will release on Disney+ Hot-

star VIP on April 8, bypassing a theatrical out-
ing due to the coronavirus pandemic.

"The Big Bull" also features Ileana 
D'Cruz, Nikita Dutta, Soham Shah, Ram Ka-
poor, Supriya Pathak and Saurabh Shukla. 
The movie is produced by Devgn and Anand 
Pandit with Kumar Mangat Pathak and 
Vikrant Sharma attached as co-producers.

Akshay Kumar, Sara Ali Khan and Dha-
nush concluded shooting for the final 

schedule of Atrangi Re on Saturday. The 
actress wrapped the film with a heart-
warming note for her co-stars and direc-
tor Aanand L Rai. 

Sara shared a couple of pictures of 
herself, Dhanush, Akshay Kumar and 
Aanand L Rai from the sets of the film on 
her Instagram profile. 

She wrote: "That's a film wrap... Ek 
saal baad...Thank you so much Aanand 
L Rai sir for giving me this role, this film 
and this opportunity. But more than that 
thank you for your unconditional love, 
unwavering support, the best India dar-

shan, delicious khana, early morning sun-
rise drives to location, sufi ginger water 
evenings, and the most memorable year 
with the best team.

"Dhanush, thank you for always be-
ing helpful, motivating and inspiring. 
Couldn't have asked for a better partner 
in this journey and yes thank you for in-
troducing me to your amazing music and 
mouth-watering varieties of South Indian 
food (even though we could've avoided 
that indulgence during shoots. And thank 
you so much Akshay sir for bringing so 
much love, laughter, energy and positivity 
on our set and sorry for stalking you for 
photos in all our costumes sir," she added.

Mumbai, Mar 28 (PTI): Actor Radhika 
Apte has come on board to play a spy in 
her forthcoming film "Mrs Undercover", 
the makers announced on Sunday.

Abir Sengupta, who directed Kiara 
Advani-starrer "Indoo Ki Jawani", has 
turned producer with the film. "Mrs Un-
dercover" marks the directorial debut of 
writer-director Anushree Mehta. The film 
also stars actor Sumeet Vyas.

The makers revealed the film's teaser 
poster, which aims to indicate the "inter-
esting dichotomous combination of an 
Indian housewife holding a gun".

Apte said when Mehta approached her 
with the film's script, she was surprised 
with its "novelty", which has now trans-
lated to the film's poster. "When I saw this 
first look, it was that same excitement I 

felt and it was not only as someone who 
is a part of the film but also as a member 
of the audience. "I think we all wanted to 
show the essence of the film through this 
first poster and I must say that we have 
captured it well. Now, I am waiting to see 
what the audience has to say about this 
special film of ours," the 35-year-old ac-
tor said in a statement.

Mehta said it was "surreal" to share the 
first look of the film with the audience.

"The title, the poster, the imagery is a long-
thought process to make people excited. I am 
so glad that I found an actor like Radhika Apte 
to play the titular character," the debutante di-
rector said. Presented by B4U Motion Pictures 
and Jaadugar Films & Knight Sky Movies, "Mrs 
Undercover" is produced by Ishan Saksena, 
Sengupta, Sunil Shah, and Varun Bajaj.

Bad Girls Club alum Deshayla Harris died in 
one of the three separate shootings that 

occurred in the Virginia Beach resort area on 
March 26, E! News can confirm. She was 28.

According to a press release from the Vir-
ginia Beach police department, Harris was a 
bystander at the second shooting incident. 
She is reported to have died at the scene. 

Per authorities, they are working to de-
termine if the three shootings were related 
and if there are any additional suspects. They 
all occurred Friday night. A second victim, 
25-year-old Donovan Lynch, died in the third 
shooting of the night. There were no fatalities 
at the first shooting, however, several people 
were injured.

At this time, law enforcement has charged 

and arrested three individuals from the first 
shooting—22-year-old Ahmon Jahree Adams 
of Chesapeake, Va., 18-year-old Nyquez Tyyon 
Baker of Virginia Beach, Va. and 20-year-old 
Devon Maurice Dorsey Jr. of Virginia Beach. 
They've each been charged with seven counts 
of felonious assault, use of a firearm in com-
mission of a felony and reckless handling of 
a firearm.

It's unclear if the police department has 
arrested suspects in the other incidents.

Thus far, the three shootings do not ap-
pear related, however, all occurred Friday 
night. A second victim, 25-year-old Donovan 
Lynch, died in the third shooting of the night. 
There were no fatalities at the first shooting, 
however, several people were injured.


